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EDUCATION.

§ fiental Seicnce ; A Study of ¥mpeoriknce to the
Elementary Teacher.

W Read before the Teachers® Association in connection with the
gﬁﬁ.ﬁfﬂ Normal School by Professor Hicks, McGill Normal

| We hear much at the present ume of the fitness ot the Teacher
f for tue office he has undertaken, but many I am atrmd when
making remarks on this subject only have i mind the acquisitions
e may have made of generai knowledge, and spectally of those
branches of general knowledge which he 15 called upon 1o trade m
the schoolroom. The great efforts that have been made n England
“and the Colonies during the last twenty years by the establishment
¢f Training Schools, and the diffusion of nght educational prin-
. tiples, have done much towards sendwg out what we term in
- ondinary discourse ¢t educated men,” and those exaggerated tules
of ignorance, which used to be told with more of moc'i(ery than of
sorrow that such things should be, are no longer the jest of the
volaar, and will soon be forgotten. To those who are unacquainted
with what is meant by the word « education® this may be con-
sidered satisfactory, and liitle may seem to be required, beswdes
pplying to one of our Tramming Schrols for a teacher worth g
diploma and supplying the necessary funds for salary, apparatus
aud books, 10 enable the whole machinery of the noble work 10
move to the satisfaction and profit of all concerned. Those how-
over who have made education a study, who have witnessed the
effect of mind vpon mind in the schoolroom, who have been con-
vinced by exrenence that there is 2 power n the position of the
teacher which exerts 1self by daily and houtly influence either for

or cvil, must own that something more is required than
49 preparation afforded by devotion to book learming, howeverdeep
znd well chosen. The teacher has to do with the mind of man,
that most mysterions of God’s works, that source of our purest

pleasure and_gratification. This mind of man although capabie
when expanded and strengthened by judicious traming and nght
development, of producing results of an extraordinary nature, of
diving deep wto lud:len things, requirinug patient investigation and
research. 1s yet bke the body, slow 1 its growil, and dependent
for future strength upon fostering care and nght direction. As
teachers, we never realize the importance of our work until we
make onurselves, (at least to some oatent) acquainted with the
wonderful nature of this part of our being. We are ail withng 10
confess that it requires training, that if improperly managed it majy
become not only stunted 1t its grovth, but defective in its opera-
tions. We see around us instances —How many indeed !—of those
whose mental faculties are as it were enveloped in a cloud, so
thick, that all the blessings which we enjoy from more extended
mental vision are to them;, as far as this world is concerned, for
ever denicd, yet how few of us give that attention to mental
science, which will cnable us so to cﬁassify the vanous faculties of
the mind, that we may see clearly the extent of work we have in
hand when we undertake the mental culture of those lttle ones
whom it is our privilege to train in the way they should go. It
must not, however, be supposed that I intend here to recommend
those who are training for the offico of teacher to enter deeply into
a stady which has given rise to much unprofitable controversy and
which in its investigations can only reach to a certain bound,
beyond which all is misty and not to be pierced by mortal eye. To
these who have the time, the study of deep works on the human
mind will, there is no doubt, be pleasurable and profitable; but 1t s
a study requiring great care, much time and attention and a carefu!

weighing of different opinions ; and it is principally sa means to
aid him in his work that the teacher requires it, he ..ay be contem

with such mederate knowledge of its principles as may be
obtained from some standard work, carefully read i connection
with the usunal subjects forming the course he may go through
when preparing himself for his work.

Oar teachers of Elementary Schools, more perhaps than any
others, have need of knowledge of the human mund, and the
methods to be pursued to ensure its right culture and healthinl
growth. The Infant Schoolroom receives the child from the parent
at a time when the mind is beginning to expand, and before the
whole of its faculties have been broug?nt into active operation. The
teacher has an opportunity of watching the first budding of the
human intellect, the developing of each faculty as it mamfests
itself ; and the numbers assembled together of children of similar
age give opportunity of comparison which could not be obtained
Eerhaps. under any other arrangement at present existing. 1 need

ardly say that the teacher who pursues his occupation wuh a
knowledge of the human mind, who has made himsell aware ot
the great responsibility resting npon himse { where he s entrusted
with a little ymmortal being with a mental princtple v hun which
needs great judgment in its management, and which may be made
a blessing or the opposite to its possessor, will be more Likely to
suceeed in his career, than one who goes blindly and hecdlessly to
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work and whose failure produces results which the future may
oxhibit to his deep but unavailing eorrow. It has often been our
lot to witness some delicate work of art put into the hands of one,
ignorant of its structure, yet anxious to examine its mechaniem
and we have not failed to notice how earnestly the possessor desire

that care should be taken luat too rough handling might mar that,
vhich if broken coutd not be repaired, and have felt thut it was
aaly safe when again in the hangs of him, whose knowledge gave
hra that confidence and dexterity from which no evil was to be
dreaded. If it is 80 with mere matter mechanically ananged and
whieh time will ultimately destroy and render useless, whut may
we 1ot claim as regards care in the training of that part of man
which is of divine origin which 1s in many cuses injured bayond
the reach of human power to mend much less to restors to the con-
dition which it had before it came uuder the influence of bad
management.

it may be objected by some, as I have already noticed in this
paper, that mental acience contains much that is based upon hypo-
thesis; that many speculatiors connected with it are wild and
visionary, that there is no subject upon which writers are more at
variauce ; this is true, but we have nothing to do with these things,
we do not want to dive deep into the mysteries of metaphysics, we
only want the teacher to have such a knowledge of the facts
observed in connection with the development of the mind of a
child as will promote the object he has in view—a successful
result to_his important undertaking. J¢ becomes necessary, then,
that he should make himself acquainted with the chief faculties of
the mind which are brought into activity in early life.

Of these perception is the first that manifests itself, and through
the senses knowledge of the external world is poured into the
mind by many entrances. The exercise of this faculty constitutes
the chief pleasuresof childhood, excitescontinued exertion for fresh
food for the mird, and fills the storehouse of the memory with facts
upon which future years may build with ease and security. The
early years of infancy in most cases find enough upon which to
feast and gather stores of food, and the careful parent will neglect
no opportunity of presenting objects fitting to afford not only hap-
piness for the morming of life, but at the same time strength for
the future, which will not fail to elicit more advanced meuntal
enquiries. When the child Las amrived at such an age that he has
acqnired language sufficient to enable him to understand the expla-
nations of those older than himself, and when the thousand diffi-
culties that meet him in his way drive him to seek the aid of others
who have travelled over the path he is now often bewildered in, the
faculty of perception may be used with the grealest promise of
success, and every explanation will sharpen the inteliectual appe-
tite. In connection with perception anotherfaculty exists, upon the
proper guidance, management and exercisc of which the earliest
manifestation of men'al activity must depci:| for much of its futuse
strength and usefulness. By calling into activily the faculty of
atteution, perception becomes doubly keen and observant.

That which would only claim a passing look, if examined while
the faculty of attention is brought into_activity, unfolds Eroperties
which before were not only unsought for, but unseen. There is no
faculty of the mind which requires greater care in its exercise and
development than this, and none which in its results will more
abundantly repay each moment devoted to its exercise. The
dulness which we often notice in the child of the uneducated, the
unmeaning gaze f the unfortuna‘c little onc whose early life had
been ed with those who have had no inclination to direct him
or no capabilit{ of drawing his mind to observe and notice the
things that lie before him in daily life, are owning to the little or
no exercise of 1his faculty. To such a child, left to grow up in
ignorance of the unnumbered beauties around him, the senses may

be said to give hardly half their pleasure, he sees, and yet to a-

certain extent he is blind ; he hears, and yet how dull of hearing !
Place such a child, so neglected, in 3 clasy of little ones aceue-
tomed to hear object lessons in one of our efficient Infant Schools,
and mark the contrast between his interest in the lesson and theirs.
Around him are those who are being trained to investigate, com-
pare and reflect, and who, when presented with a new object, can
lo some extent anticipate the method which the teacher will adopt
in order to arrive at a_proper estimate of its properties and uses.
To them enquiry is pleasure, and the appetite for knowledge is
shar, ened by use, and in future yearsassuredly they will not hunger
for food where so much will be spread in common life before them.
He, on the contrary, sees not as they see, the plainest statements
fail to reach his unaccustomed mind, and if no change takes place
in his lot, existence will not bring half its pleasures, and those en-
joyments which neither poverty nor misfortune can take away will

serve in no degres to lighten his load in his journey through life,

The limits of this paper will not allow me fo enter into the nuture
of every faculty which demands a portion of the teacher’s cure.
The excellent works existing in our literature will afford every one
an opportunity of investigating this important science. I am sure
the study once commenced will bo pursucd with eamestness by
these who seek to render themselves equal to the work they have
undertaken, They will find that besides the subjects I have men-
tioned there are others svch as conception, judgment and abstrac-
tion, which although in a great measure interwoven the one wiy,
the other, and dependent—yet require careful individual study s
order to be clearly understood.

There is one fact connected with our mind which may be- made
of great use by the teacher in his desire to yromote the Tnture hap.
piness of .his pupils—I allude to the influence of percepuible objects
in reviving feelings and thoughts that have long lain dormaut iy
the memory. This tendency of the mind is called the 4ssociation
of Ideas, and is the cause of much of the real enjoyment of lfe,
and perhaps there is not an hour of existence in which its influence
is not exercised. It 18 however, on the other hand the origin of
much that may poison the cup of life, much that may warp the
judgment, and in many cases the strongest efforts of reason are no
able to counteract its mysterious power. Every season of life 1s
open to its effects, but it is principally in the early days of child-
hood we find it exerting ita sway in giving rise in the mind 1o
feelings which may be useful or hurtful according as 2 guiding
inflence may or may not have been preseu to watch over the in.
terests of future years. Since early association may thus produce
two opposite effects on the character I need not say that every
occasion should be seized to gather the experience of others on ths -
important point, and that every opporfunity should be sought of
obtaining Information relative o cases where the associations of
eurly life have led to results of a beneficial tendency.

. In religions instraction it is highly essential that early associa-
tions should be those of a permanent yet pleasurable nature.
Everything connected with 80 acred a subject should have nothing
in the mind that may weaken the teacher’s aim. The teacher
himself here may make his earnestness, his look, the interest hLe
may throw into the lesson, all, subservient to the end he has m
view—an association in the mind that more than the ordinary schoof
work is being done. A taste for the beautiful in nature and an,
refinement, and pority of thought and language, humanity to the
smallest object that crawls in the daily path, are strengthened by
early associations to an extent which is ?it!]e dreamed of by those
who have neglected mental study.

There is another faculty of the mind claiming more than the
ordinary attention of the teacher on which I wish to make a few
observations before finishing this paper. Memory, or the facully
that enables us to preserve that wEich has occupied the mund .
past time is evidently one uqon which the mstructor depends for
all hope of success, esf)ecial y where, as is 100 often the case, im.
mediate results are only sought after. This faculty like every othet
is found to be of various degrees of strength in various individuals,
and this to such an extent, that considering how far the teacher’s
interest depends upon what is called the progress of his pupils, i
is a wonder more investigation has not been made into ils nature
than we generally find to be the case. One fact connected with i,
is its capability of being increased or strengthened by judicious
management, biings it with great power before the notice of every
teacher and parent. Independent of this, there are other points
connected with memory which are no less important—how far this
faculty may be judiciously exercised so as to preserve it in a heal-
thy condition—its great capacity in some minds when used in con-
nection with some particular pursuit—its dependence upon other
faculties, attention for instance, for producing the most marked
results—these and many other points shou'd recetve consideration
in proportion to their importance, and not one will be found uu-
worthy of close investigation.

I shall not further enter into the other subjects which form parts
of the science of the mind of man, having called attention to those
that more immediately have connection with the early years of life,
and therefore bear on what we call elementary teaching. The
whole however deserve the care of those who are desirous of im-
Emving themselves as far as time and other advantages will allow.

very one can pursue this study to some extent at least ; for daily
life brings us into contact with man acling under the influence of
the mind thatis in him. Every individual can tell what passes
within himself, and therefore the object of his study is ever present
with him. Dugald Stewart, in_his excellent work, the ¢ philosophy

of the human mind,” says—¢ The words attention, conception, me-
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mory, abstraction, imagination, curiosity, ambition, compassion,
ressntment, express l})owom and principles of our uatuve, which
every man may study by reflecting on his own iuternal opera-
tions.” Besides this the teacher has under lis ey children varying
1 age and whom he is obliged to classily either according to in-
tetligence or progress, aud here a vast field of research into the
principles of the human mind presents itself which the philosopher
rarely can avail himself of, It is the teacher alone, who has that
love, that anxiety, that sense of responsibitity which he alone can
feel who can enter into the leelings of the child, and watch the
growth of ntellizence as it expands with expaunding years, No
one can deny 1he importance of this study to the elementary
teacher.  Hhs work is almost entirely with the mind; and does it
not seem incousistent that mental science should not form a pait of
Ius ordinary studies. We see around usthose who shine on account
of their mental superivty ; we sce on the contrary those who are
deficient in talents by the use of which others arrive to impattance;
we see also those who, on account [ their ignorance of the min

and its nature, violate the Jaws that the almighty has established
for its preservation and sink mto temporary or hopeless insanty.
Such facts as these must arrest the attention of the intelligent man,
who acknoledges that to know ¢ that which befoye us lies 1 duil

life is the prime wisdom.” This study then is important to all,
but inasmuch as the teacher is indebted for success to the effect of
mind upon mind, it must be confessed that to him its value is
beyond estimation. The time is past when it was the teacher’s
wish only 1o make display and to allow that to compensate for
thorough 'mental trainiug,.

The great authority whose words I have already quuted has left
us his opinion on this point, aud in concluding I am happy to make
use of his comprehensive views to add weight to the object I had
in view in preparing this paper.

¢ To instruct youth in the languages and iu the sciences is com-
paratively of little importance, if we are inattentive to the habits
they acquire, and are not careful in giving to all their different
faculties, and ali their different principTes of action, a proper degree
of employment. Abstracting entirely from the culture of their
moral powers, how extensive and difficult is the business of con-~
ducting their intellectual improvement! To watch over the asso-
ciations which they form in tgeir tender years ; to give them early
habits of mental activity ; to rouse their curiosity, and to give it to
proper objects ; to exercise their ingenuity and invention : to culti-
vate in their minds a turn for speculation, and at the same time
presecve their attention alive to objects around them; to awaken
iheir sensibilities to the beauties of nature, and to inspire them
with relish for intellectual enjoyment ;—these form but a part of the
business of education, and yet the execution of even this part
requires an acquaintance with the general principles of our nature,
which seldom falls to the share of those to whom the instruction of
youth is commonly intrusted.” °

School days of Emincnt Men in Great-Britain.
By Joux Tiuss, F. S. A.
. {Continued from our lust.)
LX.
THE ADMIRABLE CRICHTON,

The combined genius, learning, and physical advantages which
obtained for this celebrated Scotchman the title of Admirable, how-
ever oft-told, must be briefly related in this work. James Crichton,
son of Robert Crichton, of Eliock, who was Lord Advocate to King
James VI., was bors ia Scotland, in the year 1561. The precise
place of his birth is not mentioned ; but, having acquired the rudi-
ments of education at Edimburgh, he was sent 1o study philosophy
and the sciences at St. Andrew’s, then the most renowned semi-
nary in Scotland, where the illustrious Buchanan was oune of his
masters. At the early age of fourteen he took his degree of Master
of Arts, and was 1egarded as a prodigy, not only in abilities but
actual attainments.  He was considered the third reader in the
college, and in a short time became complete master of the philo-
sophy and languages of the time, as well as of ten different lan-
guages.

° Itgfvas then the custom for Scotchmen of birth to finish their
education abroad, and serve in some foreign army previously to
their entering that of their own country. When he was only
sixteen or seventeen years old, (the date cannot be fixed,) Crichton’s

father sent him to the Continent. He lad scarcely asrived w Pans,
whan he publicly challenged all scholars and ‘philosoplers o a
disputation at the College of Navarre, to be carried on in any of the
twalve specificd languages, <« inany science, liberal art, disciphne,
or faculty, whether practical or theoretic ; and, as if to show in how
fittle need he stood of preparation, or how lightly he held lus
adversaries, he spent the six weeks that elapsed between the chal-
lenge and tixe contest in_a continued round of tilling, hunting, and
dancing.” Oun the appointed day, howsver, he encountered ¢ the
gravest philosoptiers aud divines,”” when he gequitted himself ta
the ustomshment of all who heard him, and received the public
erscs of the president, and four of the most eminent professors.

ext day, he was equally victorious at a tilting malch at the
Louvte, where, through the enthusiasm of the ladies of the court,
and from the versatility of his talents, his youth, the gracefulness
of his manners, and the beauty of his person, he was named
L’ Admrable.

After two years? service in the army of Henry III., Crichton
repaired to Italy, and at Rome repeated in the presence of the pope
and cardinals the litemry challenge and triumph that had gaincd
him so much honour in Paris, From Rome he went to Venice, and
in the university of the neighbouring city of Padua, reaped fresh
honours by Lat poetrﬁ', scholastic disputation, an exposition of the
errors of Aristotle aud his commentators, and (as a playful wind-up
of the day’s labour) a declamation upon the happiness of ignorance.
He next, in consequence of the doubts of some mcredulous persong,
and the reports that he was a literary impostor, gave a public chal-
lenge: the contest, which included the "Aristotelian and Platonic
phi%osophies, and the mathematics of the time, was prolonged
during three days, before an innumerable concourse of people;
when Aldus Manutius, the celebrated Venetian printer, who was
present at this ¢ miraculous encounter,” states Crichton to have
proved completely victerious.

Crichton now pursued his travels to the court of Mantua, but to a
combat more tragical than those carried on by the tongue or by the
pen- Here he met a certain Italian gentleman < of a mighty able,
nimble, and vigorous bedy, but by nature fierce, cruel, warlike, and
audacious, an sugerlntively expert and dexterous 1n the use of his
weapon,” He had already killed three of the best swordsmen of
Mantua ; but Crichton, who had studied the sword from his youth,
and who had probably improved himself in the use of the rapier in
Italy, challenged the bravo: they fought; the young Scotchman
was victorious, and the [talian left Qeaa on the spot. At the court
of Mantua, too, Crichton wrote Italian comedies, and Slayed the
principal parts in them himself, with great success. Buthe was
shoitly after assassinated by Vincenzo Gonzaga, eon of the Duke of
Mantua, it is supposed through jealousy. Thus was Crichion cut
off in his twenty-second year, without leaving any proof of his

enius except a few Latin verses, printed by Aldus Manutis; and

ﬁ:e testimonials of undoubted and extreme admiration of several
distinguished Italian authors who were his contemporaries and
associates.

LXL

HOW GEORGE ABBOTy THE CLOTHWEAVER’S SON, BECAME
ARCHBISHOP OF CANTERBURY.

In 1562, there was born unto a poor clothworker, at Guildford, in
Surrey, a son, under these rematkable circumstances. His mother,
shortly before his birth, dreamt that if she could eat a fack or pike,
the child would become a great man. She accordingly sought for
the fish ; and accidentally, taking up some of the river water (that
runs close by the house) in a pail, she also took up the jack,
dressed it, and devoured it almost all. This old affair induced
several persors of quality to ofler themselves to be sponsors when
the child was christened; and this the poveity of the parents
induced them joyfully to accept. Such was the tradition of the
place, which Aubrey, in 1692, heard on the testimony of the minis-
fer, and other trust~worthy inhabitants. .

In spite of the dream, however, George Abbot would, in all pro-
babitity, have been a clothworker, like his_ father, had there not
been in those days many admirable institutions for the education
of the humbler classes. “He was sent tothe Free Grammar School,
founded by a grocer of London in 1553, for thirty ¢ of the poorest
men’s sons > of Guildford, to be taught toread and write Enﬁhsh,
and cast accounts perfectly, so that they should be itted for
apprentices, &c. In 1578 he was vemoved to Balliol College,
Oxfory, and in 1597 was elected Master of University College. He
was also three times elected Vice-Chancellor of the University; so
that his reputation and influence at Oxford must have oeen consi-
derable. fm erudition was gieat: in 1604 he was one of the per-
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sons appowted for the new translation of the Bible; and he was
one of eight to whom the whole of the New Testament, except the
Epistles, was emrusted.  1In 1609, he was made Binhoﬁof Lich{eld
and Coveniry 3 next year, translated to the See of London ; aud
in little more than a month, he was elevated to the Archbishopric
of Canterbury. Two other sons of the poor clothworker were almost
equally fortunate in advaucement. J'he Archbishop’s elder brother
and schoolfellow, Robert, became Birhop of Salisbury ; and his
youngest brother, Maurice, was an eminent London merchant, one
of the first Directors of the East India_Company, Lord Mayor, nnd
representative of the City in Parliament. Archbishop Abbot
atiended King James in his last illness, and he crowned Charles 1,
« He founded a fair Hospital, well built, and liberally endowed,”
at Guildford, for 20 brethren aud sisters. He was also a munificent
benefactor to the pourof Guilford, Croydon, and Lambeth, The
humble cottage tenement in which he was bom exists to this day :
in 1692 it was a public-house, with the sign of the Three
Mariners.

LXIL,
SHAKSPEARE AT STRATFORD-ON-AVON.

In the county of Warwick, at Stratford-upon-Avon, is a free
mmar-school, founded by & native of the town, in the reign of
enry VL., and celebrated as the School of Shakspearc. linme-
diately over tre Guild Hall is the school-room, tow divided into two
chamgers, and having a low flat plaster ceiling in place of the
arched roof.  Mr, Knight thus argtes for the identity of the reom:

# The only qualifications necessary for the admission of a boy iuto the
YFree Geammar Scliool of Stratford were, that ho should be a resident in
the fown, of seven years of age, and able to rend. The Grammar School
was esgentinlly connected with the Corporation of Stratford; and it is
impossible to jmagine that, when the son of John Shakspeare became
qualified for admission to a school where the best education of the time
wa$ given, literally for nothing, his futher in that year being chief nlder-
man, should not Lave sent him to the school

Thither, it is held, Shakspeare, born at Stratford in 1564, went
about the year 1571, Mr. Xnight impressively continues:

¢ Aeguredly the worthy curate of the neighbouriog village of Ludding-
top, Thomas Hunt, who was algo the schoolmaster, would have received
his new scholar with some kiodness. As his ¢ ghiniug morning face' first
passed out of the main street into that old court through whick tho upper
room of learning was to be reached, a new life wwouly be opening upon
him. The humble minister of religion who wasg his first instructor, has
left no memorials of his talents or acquirements ; and in a few years an-
other master came after him, Thomas Jenkins, also unknown to fame,
All praise and honour be to them ; for it is impossible to imagine that
the teachers of William Shakspeare were evil insiractors, giving the boy
husks instead of wholesome aliment.”

At Stratford, then, at the Free Grammar School of his own town,
Mr. Knight assumes Shaksp.ate to have received in every just
sense of the word the education of a scholar. This, it is tiue, 15
described by Ben Jonson as % small Latin and legs Greek 3°> Fuller
states that « his learning was very little;? and Aubrey, that « he
understood Latin pretty well®* But the question s set at rest by
« the indisputable fact that the very eatliest wntings of Shakspeare
are imbued with a spirit of classical antiquity ; and that the allwise
nature of the leaming that manifests itself in them, whilst it ofters
the best proof of his familiarity with the ancient writers, is a
circumstance which _has misled “those who never attempted to dis-
pute the existetice of the leaming which was displayed in the direct
pedantry of his coute‘m})omnes.” So that, because Shakspeme
uses his knowledge skilfully, he is assumed not to have read !

To assume that William Shakspeare did not stay long enongh at
the Grammar School of Stratford to obtain a very fair proficiency in
Latin, with some knowledge of Greek, is to assume an absurdity
upon the face of circumstances, .

Of Shakspeare’s life, immediately after his quitting Stratford,
little is positively known. Collier concurs with Malone ¢ in think-
ing, that after Shakspeare quitted the Free School, he was employed
inthe office of an attorney. Proofs of something like a legal edu-
cation are to be found in ‘many of his plays, and it may safely be
agserted that they (Juw phrases) do not occur anything like so
frequently in the dramatic productions of any of his contempo-
raries.? (1),

(1) The name*‘ William Shakspere ’ occurs in n certificate of the names
and arnis of trained goldiers—traiued militia, we should vow call them —
in thé hundred of Barlichway, fn the county of Warwick-—under the
hand of 3ir Fulk Greville (“ Friend to Sir Philip Sydaey ), Sir Kdward
Greville, imd Thomias Srencer. Was our Willjam Shakspere a soldier ?

“ In these days, the education of the universitics commenced much
earlier than at present, Boys inteuded for tho learned professions, and
more especially for the chureh, communly went to Oxford and Cambridge
nt eleven or twelve years of nge, If they were not intended for those
professions, they probably remained nt the Ginmmar School till they
were thisteen or, fourteen 5 and then they were fitted for being appren-
ticed to tradesmen, or articled to attorneye, n numncrous auvd thriving
body in‘those days of cheap litigation. Many also went carly to the Inos
of Gourt, which were the universities of the law and whete there was real
study and disciplino in direct connexion with the several socleties."——
Knight's Life of Shakspeare.

(7o be contined.)

Suggestive Mints towards Improved Seculary
Instruction.

vy THE REv. RicARD DAweEs, A, M.

(Continued from our last.) :
Ul

POETRY.

The piece of poetry they learn by heart, having first made each
Piece the object of one or two reading lessons ; they then write down
rom memory, cither on theirslates or as an exercise on paper, about
one half of the short pieces at a time ; at first they will mn all the
lines together, perhaps, as in prose, or begin the lines with small
letters,—write 1 for the pronoun J, and so on; but in a very short
time they write them out most correctly, and this exercise is a very
useful one.
Again, (Lesson Book, No. 3, page 230.)

10N HUMAN FRAITLY,

Weak and irresolute is mav,
The purpose of to-duy,

Woven with pajug ity bis plan,
To-morrow rends Away.

The bow well bent; and smart the spring,
Yica seems ulready slain :

But passion rudely snaps the string,
And it revives again,

Weak and irresolute ; what parts of speech ? Adjectives. What
word do they qualify ? Man. What does the prefix ir mean ? Not.
Can you quote any other words with the same prefix meaning not ?
Trcegular, irreparable, ete. 13 ; what part of speech? An auxiliar
verb. In what way does it differ from have, as to the case which
comes after it 2 Ttalways takes the nominative case both before
and after it 5 it was I, it was he whom I saw;—have follows the
general rule.  ¥oren ; what part of speech? Past participle from
weave. Arethe past participle and the past tense of this verb the
same? No, Sir; wave, I wove, thou wavest, he wove, elc. What
are the warp and woof in weaving ? Thé tarp, the threads that run
the long way of the cloth 5 and the woof; the threads that run across;
the woof is thrown by the shuttie over and above each alternato
thread. Do you recollect any piece of poetry which you have learnt
in which Time is called the warp of “&o? es, Sir. Quote it.

Time i3 the warp of life :—ON ! tell
The young, the fair, the gay, to weave it well.

What is meant by Time being the warp of life ? Thé length of life.
What by weave it well ? Spend it well. W3tk pains, means what ?
With trouble. His plan ; his, what part of speech? A possessive
pronoun, referring to man; possessive case of ke ; the objective,

im. In the second verse rudely snaps ; what part of speech is
rudely 2 Aun adverb explaining the way in which the action of the
verb is perfoimed.  Slain, what patt of the verb?

The class will then sit down, and wrnite in their own words, the
snbstance of what the first two verses have conveyed to theirmninds,
or perhaps of one veise; afterwands get it by heart, and, as an

Why not?- Jonson was a soldier, and bad slain his man. Donne bhad
served in the Low Countries. \Why not Shakspere in arms ? At all
events, here js a field for inquiry and speculaticn. The date is September
23, 1605, the year of the Gunpowder Plote; and the lists were possibly
prepared throwgh instructions jssued by Cecil in contequence of seciet
information as to the workiog of the g)lot in Warwickshire—ibe yroposed
head-quarters of the insurrection.—State Papers, edited by Mary Anne
Everett Green.
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evoning oxercise, britg it writen from memoly on paper. It isa
groat thing f the tencher can get them to write out in thewr own
words at il correctly, the sense conveyed to their minds of a sen-
105D in Prosu OF verse,

In teaching u lessun, such as the lollowing two verses from Les-
son Book, No. 3.

Thus fax, on life’s perplexing path,
Thus fur the Lord our steps hath led, .
Safo from the world’s pursiing wrath,
Unbinrar'd though floods huug o'er our head ;
flere then wo pause, look back, adore,
. Like ramsom?d Isruel from the shoie.

Strangers and pilgrims here Lelow,
As ull our fathecs in their day,
We to a land of promise go,
Lord, by thino owa appointed way,
Stilt guide, illumine, cheer our flight,
In cloud by duny, in fire by night.

After explaining the fivst two linos, the teacher asks peihaps the
grammar of a part of it; but from the words not coming in prose
order, the children find a difficulty ; he should, therefore, read them
thus :~The Lord hath led our steps, thus far, on the perplexing path
of life; and they will at ouce ge! the grammar of it, as well as the
meaning ; safe—what part of speech, and what word dogs it agree
with 2 ‘'he verb from the samo root ix what? save: aud the noun.?
safsly. \What doos the (ourth ling mean ? does it mean that waters
are susperded over our heads? And then read to them the plain
meaning of the lines in something like the followm%\vords —

The Lord hath led onr steps, thus far, on the tronblesome path of
life 5 protecting us from the pursuing wrath of the world uninyured,
notwithstanding dangers have surrounded us : here, then, we stop,
we reviuw the past, wo thank God for his protection fiom danger,
ag the Israelites did when they found themselves set free from the
Egyptians and on the other sile of the Rec Sea. .

e, Lord, as strangers and pilgrims in this word, go in the way
in which thou hast appointed, toa land of promise, in the same way
as all our fathers have done iu their time ; but we pray thee still to
continue to guide, 1 enlighten, and to cheer our passage through
this life, in the same way as Thou didst the Israehtes in their
iour!neyings from Exypt to thedesers—in cloud by day, in fire by
night. .

Then refesring thom to the 13thehupter of Exodus—

« And the Lord went before them by day in a pillar of a cloud, to
lead them the way ; and by night in a pillar of fire, to_give them
light ; to go Ly day and night.” He took not away the pnﬁar of the
cloud by day, nor the pillar of fire by night, from before the people.”

After having had the lesson e.\'plainei in this way, they are then
told, perhaps, *» sit down and write the meaning w hich i1_conveys
totheir minds of one verse, and on a Monday morning to bring the
first twvo, or any other two, verses, as an exercise wrilten 1In prose.

The teacher should be in the {abit of calling altention to the
composition of particular words, and asking them to mention any
others of a simular kind which they can call o mind ; for ins-
tance— - . .

Words with a prefix or affix, such as ungodly, unholy, inhospi-
table, iucorrigible, irrezular, occur ; they should then be told to quote
all the words they know with un, in, and ir, as refixes meaning
not when i1 is changed 1ntoim, as in: the words 1mproper, imper-
fect, ete., and why; or such words as leaflet, ete., with an affix ; ask
if they kunow any others—streamlet, ringlet, elc. A nonn ending in
18, 28 chemist ; quote any others, as botanist, druggist, mechauist,
copyist, etc. ; or an adjective in al, ive, etc., such as national, local,
vocal, destructive—qnote others ; extensive, positive, etc., and the
nouns made from them.

+ 1 merely mention a few cases that occur to me at the moment of
writing ; but these are quite sutTicient to show what is meant.

After having heard the lesson, the monitor or teacher should tell
them to sit down and write on their slates a certain number (or ag
many as they know) of words, nouns, adjectives, etc., having any
particular prefix or affix, which may have occurred in their lesson ;
for instance— L. .

_ Write down six adjectives ending in al and ive, six nouns ending
inise, in let.

When a word ocents which has a common reot with mauy cthers,
the teacher ought to ack what others we have from the same roo:(i
for fnstance, the word extent occurs as a noun; what is the wo
weuse as a verb? extend ; exténding, present parucl;)le; past par-
ticipla, extended : as an adjective ? extensive ; adverb? exiensively ;
also extension and oxtensiveness as nouns.

It is also useful to+show them how the same word may bo used
as un adjective, & noun, or a verb : for instance, such a (ine ua the
followsng oecurs ;—

How calm is the summer sea’s wave.

They see the word ¢ calm * here uced as an adjective; let them
form a sentence, using it us & noun, a verb, ete. : thure was a great
calm—he'calmed the sea—n calm day; and they ehould occasios
nally be asked to quote passages from their books, where the word
is used in all these diffesent ways; to call to nind passages either
in prose or in poetry containing particular ueages of words. This
teaches them their own language, and makes them reco-lect parti-
cular passages, both of poetry and prose, which the% may haveread.
Lines descriptive of any particular country—of its physical character
~—character of its people— love of country, ete, 3 such as Scow’s—

0 Caledonin! stern and wild,

Mect nurse for a postic child;

Land of brown heath and shngs?' wood-~
.and of the mountain and the flood,

Or—

Dear to my spirit, Scotland, thou hast been
Since infant years, in ull‘ thy glens of green ;
L] * L

Land of wild beauty and romantic shapes,
Of shelter’d valleys and of stormny capes,

T. Gray.
Or the following from Cowper’s ¢ Task.”’—

England with all thy faults, I love thee still—

My country ! and, while yet & nook is left

Where English minds and manners may be found,
Shall be constrained to love thee. Though thy clime
Bo tickle, and thy year most part deform’d

With dripping rains, or wither'd by a frost,

1 would not yet exchange thy sullen skies

And fields without a flower for warmer France
With all her vines : nor for Ausonia’s groves

Of golden fruitage and her myrtle bowers,

And most of the upper children here can repeat the poetry of theiy
Reading Books by heart, should a passage of this kind happen to be
called up, they would be asked to bring itnextmorning written down
from memory, as an evening task.

In the iater printed copies of the Dublin Reading Books, I am
sorry to observe they have omitted much of the poetry ; as I knéw
of nothing which has tended so much to humanize the children in
this school, and improve their minds, by calling forth the geutler
feelings of their nature, as the poetry of these books.

With many of the pieces by Cowper, Scott, Mrs. Hemans, and
others, such as—On Cruelty to Animals— Human Frailty—The
Stately Homes of England—Birds of Passage—The Graves of a
Houschold—the more advanced children are so thoroughly ac-

vainted, as to be able to admire their beauties and to feel the
orce of them : this also hus given a character to their reading
which nothing else could have done, and shed a softening influence
over their minds which will last through life.

The following may be taker as a specimen how chuldren may be
amaused into instruction if the teacher is well up to his work (page
204, Lesson Book, No. 3) :—

O'cr the heath the heifer strays
Free (the furrow’d task is done) ;

Now he village windows blaze,
Burnish'd by the setting sun.

Now he hides behind a hill,
Sinking from a golded sky;

Can the pencil’s mimic skill
Copy the refulgent dye?

Trudging as the ploughmen go
{To the smoking hamlet bound) ;
Giant-like their shadows grow,
Lengthen'd o'er the level ground.

In what direction do you go home from school? West. Did you
ever gbserve your shadow in going home? Yes, Sir.  Behind you
or before you'? Behind me, to the east of me. Does it Jengthen or
shorten as the sun gets low ? Lengthen. You who go home- to the
east, in what direction do your shadows? before you or ehind
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you ! Before us. Did you ever observe them as you came to school
in the mormnug ? In what direction are you walkm«frwlwu youcome?
Aunswer trom one—As I go west mn going home, I must be coming
cast when 1 come irom hone to school. Is your shadow then before
or belind you 7 Behind me, east towards the west. Does it lengthen
or shorten as you are going to school ? Shorten, because the sun is
getung lugher. Does 1t lengthen or shorten us yon are going home ?
icngl 1en, because the sun 1s getung lower. In what direction is
the sun at noon? South, Point south. And your shadow cast to
the north.  If the sun were directly over your head, where would
your shadow be ? Under my feet, a point.  In what countries is that
the case 7 Twice a year to an inhabitant between the tropics. Is
this the case to an inhabitant on the lro;;ics? Now cau you explain,
“« Giant like their shadows grow,” eto. 7 Yes, Sir; as the plough-
men are going home, every stop they take the sun is getting lower,
#1d the lower the sun, the longer the shadow. Trudging means
what? It it were ploughman, how must the lines be altered ?

‘Trudging as the ploughman goes,
Giant-like his shadow grouws.

Now look at the last two lines of the first verse. In what direction
is that window at the end of the room? West (the window is in
the west-end of the school-rcom). Does the sun shine upon it when
itsets? Did fou ever observe it on going homo in a bright sunset,
how it was lighted up, and did not that ex;ﬁain to you what burnished
meant? Yes, Sir; it looks us if on fire.

The second verse—¢ Now he hides behind the hull—would give
the teacher an opportunity of calling their attention 10 the beauties
of the setting sun on a fine sumnier’s evening—whether behind the
hill—apparently sinking into the sea—setting on a level plain--
varying according to the nature of the country.” From this whata
very beautiful moral lesson might also be given !

assages of this kind occurring, which may be so strikingly il-
ustrated by things around them, a good tcacher never would let slip ;
they give him an opportunity of making strong and lasting impres-
sions on the mind, and add an interest to his teaching which almost
commands success.

The teacher should call altention to the adverbs of time and place,
in such expressions as when and where, then and there, etc.; and
point out generally how adverbs qualify verbs and other parts of
speech, making them form short sentences to make clear what he
§ay8 3 as—

a writes well—an adverb qualifying a verb.

He writes very well—the adverb very qualifying another adverb.

That was extremely wrong—an adverb qualifying an_adjective.

The following hints of a suggestive kind may be useful ‘whena
lesson happens to be on the material of clothing, of food, etc.

The word cotton, for instance, occurs: the teacher will ask;
showing them a piece in the raw state, Is cotton an animal or vege-
table product? Vegetable. What part of the vegetable is it 2 The
lining of the seed-ped. Do you recollect any lines of poetry in
your ‘books which tell you about the cotton being the liming of the
pod ? what are they ?

Fair befall the cotton tree,
Bravely may it grow:

Bearing in its seeded pod
Cotton white as snow.

(To be continued.) .

Thoughts on Language, No. 2.
By Pror. R. NurTiNG, SEN., A, M.
CONSTRUCTION.

(Continued from. our last.)

Our next inquiry would naturally be, Whether the ¢ two eyes*
of grammar are also open on the construction and analysis of the
period, as well as the simple sentence ?—whether < Form and
Position» govern in the member: of the former, as well as in the
words of the latter.

An additional remark, however, scems to be first required on the
simple sentence, especially with respect to the adjuncts.

The appropriate position of the adnominal word, in ourlanguage,
is before its nominal element, with a few exceptions to be noticed
hereafter. And this principal determines the grammatical struc-
ture of the sentence, and the concequent office of the limiting word.

‘Chus—¢¢ The old man taught the young Loys.?”” "The word ¢ young?*
can not limit the world * 1nan,” because 1t comes after it, &c.

The exceptions to ¢ is principle are five—which should be found
among the ¢ ldioms ”” of a Grammar, rathor than in these passung.
« Thoughts.*  Suffice it (0 name one or two, One is that of
predication ; when the adnominal word becomes the complemennt
of the ncuter verb; us, “our God is good’—a very ifferen
thought from that exp.essed by “our good God s’ —or cxists ;
“The dog ran mad,”—not ¢ The mad dog raa.”

Another exception is found in senterce epecifying time, number,
and dimensions: ¢ A dhild two years old—not < An o/d child two
years 3 ¢« A wall two feet thick,~—not ¢ A thick wall two feet)” &e.

Another, is the absolute construction of a noun and pantieiple,
always requiring the noun to precede the participle ; as, ¢ The sun
having risen, thoy began,” &c.

A different position of the words in such an expression, in the
Greek and Latin, frequently occasions trouble to young translators
from these languages into our own.

There is, however,  curious contrivance in the Greck language,
by which the office of limiting words may be determined by their
position with respect to the Greek ¢anticie,” This is placed before
ull the limiting words, and the word limited by them is placed
afler them ; the article thence being properly called a bim}::r, us
it binds the intervening words in their present position, and the
consequent oflice of qualifying the one word that follows them.*

Somewhat analogous to this is the office of a hmiting word m
English, as indicated by its position in or out of prepusitiona
phrase ; as, ¢ He is wise IN counsel ¥—¢ wige > being a predica.
tional adjunct of ¢ he*’: a very different thought from that con-
veyed by a construction which places « wise * the other side of
«in » and witlin the prepositional phrase—¢He is 1x wise coun-
sel?; where wise is bound to limit the noun following. This
weculiarity often pelplexes beginners in translating Latin into

Snglish—leading them to place our rexl)osuion the wrong side of
the limiting adjunct. Indeed the difficulty in translating is usuall
tracable to iguorance of the idioms of the language into whicK
the translation is made.

The grammatical position of the abverb, on the contrary, is after
the word limited by 1t, because it is always equivalent toa phrase :
as—¢there =< in that place ; ¢ wisely ”=in a wise manner.

The fact that the adverb ¢ how?» =in what manner ; ¢ when»
= at what time ; &c,, must always precede, instead of following
their verbs, does not contravene our general principle ; as the rela-
tive or connective pronoun contained in them always gives them
the position of the connective-—viz. the first place in the sentence.®

To resume now the subject of simple sentences, considered as
members of the period: Can their respective offices also be deter-
mined by their grammatical form or relative position 2 In other
words: Have we any grammatical guide in the construction and
analysis of the period ? Or are these two ¢“eyes closed on this
branch of subject, leaving us 1o ¢ roam in conjecture forlorn ?

There is a certain common-sense principle underlying this whole
branch of the subject—viz. That the thing to be Limited or modified
nust be conceived for PRIOR to the conceplion of ils modification.
This principle is universally acted upon, in the mechanical pur-
suits as well as in mental. The architect can not paint a house
till he has built it. * The tailor can no: fit a garment till he appre-
hends the size and form of the person it is to fit. So, in operations
purely intellectual, it would be absurd to talk of proving a propo-
sition, or drawing an inference from it, before the tfxing to be
proved is apprehended by the demonstrator; as is clearly illus-
trated by the process of reasoning employed in geometry and
other branches of mathematics. True, a gkillful debater may keep
his opponent in the dark, with regard to what he is aiming at, in
order the more eflectually to ensnare and conquer him; but he
must himself know where he is going, or he will be likely to be
caught in his own snare.

bﬂ)w, apply the principle to the subject before us; and it must
follow that the leading or independent sense of a period must pre-
cede those that are dependent, and limit or qualify it, in the gram-
matical construction of language, if grammar is the science of the
expression of thought.

On the same pnnciple, words which are qualified or hmited
should precede their limiting words; and this usually occurs in the
ancient languages, though the idiom of our own, as already re-
marked requires the contrary. Thus, while the Romans would say
¢ Vir bonus* ¢ A man (who is) good,” we must express the same
idea by placing the qualifier first—¢a good man.” But with re-

*Hence infer why such words are properly termed adverbial conjunc-
tions, as they virtually include each a connective pronoun,

O UGy e eyt N s A em em e aan



FOR LOWER CANADA.

107

gard to the limiting members—or phrases and dependent sentences
—of a period, the very nature of langusge provides for them
appropriate forms, which olearly point out their true position, and
consequent oftice, by means of the several conmectives. These, as

refires, as clearly indicate the relations of their several clauses,
as the relation of words are indicated by their changes i form.

The original idea of the connective is probably 1o be found in the
Hebrew word or, vather, letter (Vauve), meaning a hook,—thus, to
hook on, or connuet, a succeeding expression to a preceding, with-
out any refurence to the precise rslation existing between them.
But this original idea of connection has been, by modern invention,
so # enlarged and improved,” that, in our language, the unit con-
nective has grown iunto some fens, with their distinct uses, clearly
distinet uses, clearly indicating not only the existence of different
relations, but also their precise nature ; e. g. ¢‘He will learn.””
if he studies,” ot ¢ If he studies, he will learn.” Place the de-
pendent member where you will, its connective, if, shows it must
grammatically follow the independent sentence, because it limits it
(couditionally). Again s ¢ He chops with an ax,* or ¢ With an ax
he chops.” “Place the phrase (*¢ with an ax ») before or after the
sentence expressing the action which it limits, and its true gram-
matical position is clearly indicated by its form, as introduced by
the instrumental connective ¢ with >3 and so of every other de-
pendent member of a period, whether sentence or phrase.

Even a very lung and complicated periodic structure may be
readily analyzed on this principle, by the aid of a simple inference
drawn from it ; viz. That each dependent connective claims (or
connects back) the first of the succeeding verbs to which no ofAer
convective of its own). For example of a complicated period :

“ This position is incontrovertible. Axp, tr, waex this body, wion is
now 8o active, sHALL LIk cold in death, tho immortal spirit within, wiici
now gives it allits aclivity, will cease to exist, Brcause it will have ceased
its connection with the mortal body, then surely, 1» weo practice upon
the Epicurean maxim (¢ Let us eat and drink, for to-morrow we die') we
shall at least exhibit a sort of consistency. Bur,1r a¥TER the body dies,
the immortal still lives, AND can never cease to live, then let us, ever im-
pressed with this important truth, constantly so act, think, AND feel, THAT
the records of each successive day may stand in the right column of

heaven's book of chancery!”

Of these three periods, the first isa simple independent sentence,
introduced merely for the sake of exhibiting co-ordinate counec-
tions. The second is introduced by its co-otdinate connective
(«and??) foliowed by the three subordinate connectives (¢¢if,”
¢« when,” ¢ which?), each introducing its own limiting, dependent
sense, viz. the last (¢which?), the sentence represented by the
verb ¢ is,” anid connecting this verb to its own antecedent ¢ body »* ;
the next preceding connective, ¢ where,” connecting the next
following verb, ¢ shall lie,” back to the verb of the preceeding
connective (¢¢if’’) ~namely, the verb ¢ will cease?; which is
connected by ¢ i to the verb ¢shall exhibit?; which again is
connected by the co-ordinate ¢ and ? (the first connective in the
series), to the verb ¢ is,>* in the preceding period, which is another
co-ordinate sentence —¢each connective thus claiming the first of
the verbs following which has no conneclive of its own.” The
following_period is constructed in nearly the same way, and is iu-
troduced by the co-ordinate ¢ but,** which connects its independent
sentence, ¢ Let us so act,”® &c., to the co-ordinate independent
sentence of the preceding period. Now, the grammatical position
of each sentential member being thus determined by its form, as
indicated by the connective, the grammatical arrangement of the
whole becomes easy, ac to show the several offices of the several
members, and consequently the correct thought desigued to be ex-~
pressed—the independent sentence, as already remarked, always
taking the lead ; thus—

“ And we shall exhibit a sort of consistency, if the immortal spirit
within shall cease, &c., when this body (tohick, &c ) shall lie cold,” &e.

1t is easy to see that the co-ordinates, ‘“and,* ¢ but,”” and the
like, must always connect the independent sentences in each
period—making the whole thus connected, into a paragraph; each
connective adding (and-ing) a new proposition tothe one preceding.

Each paragrapgh has also its own form of connection, indicating
ils commencement, and the corresponding turn in the thought, or
additional argument. These indices of paragraphs are, ¢ indeed,”
“now,” besides,” « moreover,” ¢ furthermore,”* &c., a co-ordinate
connective beingz, of course, implied. Indeed, there is a direct

*Some gramwarians consider those with, * then * therefore,” &o,
teal connectives. Dut, evidently, no word is a connective which can be
associated with  and ” in the same sentence. * Then” is the.antecedent ;
“when ” ig the relative, and therefore a connective,

serios of independent sentences, as antecedent and subsequent,
tunning, as in a straight line, through every production, each
period supplying at lenst one ; to trace which line by the co-
ordinate connectives, is a very interesting, us well as nstructive,
process, for those in a linguistic course. This reries may be 1llus-
trated to the eye by a direct line—horizontal or perpendicular—the
limiting sentences and phrases being connected 1o it by oblique
hines on either side ; thus :

RN Q
I\ 4\\\ &8
and but and t
V4 4
e
N e
. N 2,

From the foregoing principles and rematks it may be readily in-
ferred that the capability of Rhetorical Transpositicn is confined to
the fimiting phrases and senteuces ; the independent sentences
being fixed in a series which can not be broken without altering or
perverting the argument.—(Michigan Journal of Education.)

OFFICIAL NOTICES.

ERECTION, SKPARATION AND ANNEXATION OF SCHOOL MUNICIPALITIRS.

His Excellency the Governor General in Council was, on the 11tk
July instant, pleased to—

Ereet the township of Stratford, in the county of Wolfe, into a
Schoo! Municipality, under the name of St, Gabriel of Stratford, to
be bounded as follows: towards the south-east by the river Felton,
towards that north-east by the line separating it from the townsnip of
Winslow, and tow ds the east by the one separating it from the town-
ship of Aylmer. .

Separate the dissidents of Ste. Foye, county of Quebec, from those of
St Columban, same county.

Erect iato a separate School Municipality, the new parish of St.
Ferdinand d'Halifax, in the county of Megantic, with the following limits,
to wit : this municipality will comprice an extent of territory of about
eleven miles in front by a depth of about seven miles, and bounded as
follows, to wit: towards the north-west partly by the line which sepa.
rates the lot fourteen from the lot fifteen, in the second, third and fourth
ranges of the township of Halifax, and partly by the liuc, which separates
the sixtcenth lot from the seventeenth lot of the other lots of the said
towaship, starting from the fifth inclusively to the township of Inverness,
towards the south-east firast by the line which separates the said town-
ship of Halifax from that of Ireland, extending itself from the said town-
ship of Inverness as far as the line which separates the third range from
the fourth range of the said township of Ireland. then by the line which
scparates the first lot from. the second lot of the said third range of
Ireland, by the one which separates that part of the fifth lot belonging to
Sieur Simeon Larachelle, in the second range of the said township from
the one belonging to the Church ot England Congregation, of the same
township, and by the line which separates the sixth lot from the seventh
lot of the first range, also of the same township, lastly by the line which
geparates the fifth lot from the sixth in the first, second and third ranges
of the township of Wolifstown ; towards the south-west first by the line
which separats the said third range from the fourth range of the said
township of Wolfstown, extending itsclf from the said sixth lot to the
towoship of Halifux aforessid, then by the line which separates the said
township of Halifax from that of Chester, extending itself from the said
township of Wolfston to the line which separates the eleventh lot from
the twelfth lot of the fitst range of the said township of Halifax lastly by
the line which separates the twelfth renge of the same township from
that part of tbe first range of that fownship which has been annexed to
the parish of St. Norbert of Arthabaska, by a canoncial decree, dated the

{ This might be termed, not inappropriately, © the thread of discourse,”
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twenty-sixth day of December, one thousand eight hundred and fifty-six,
starting from the said cleventh lot and runnlug as fur as the liue bereins
above mentioned which separates the fourteenth lot from tho fifteenth.

EXAMINER APPOINTED,

His Excellency was pleased to appoint, on thio 11th June last, 3lr, H.
11, Miles, member of the Board of Examiners for the district of Sherbrooke,
in place of Mr. Oharles Brooks, resigned.

—

JACQUES-CARTIZR NORMWAL SCHOOL.

The Gth September, at ¢ o'clock P. M, opens to pupils. Those who
seek admission are required ¢
a 1¢. To furnish a certificate of baptism and o certificate of good con-

uct ;

20. They aro required to undergo  satisfactory examination on the
clements of Freuch grammar, on the elementary notions of geogravhy
and arithmetic to the Rule of Threo ;

30. To promise to observe the rutes of the institution and to teach
during three years at least,

Unless the above conditions be conformed to, we shall adwmit no aspi-
tant.

Professor Devisme will examine the candidates for admission, Monday,
Tt;]esdluy, and Wednesday, between 1b. und 2h. P. M, at the Normal
school,

Mr, Inspector Hubert has been named examiner of the caundidates from
tbe district of Three Rivers, and Mr, Inspector McCord of those from
the district of Ottawa,

H. A. Veunreav, Prux,
Principal.

NOTICE TO SCHOOL CONMISSIONERS AND SOHOOL TMUSTEES.

The Commissioners and Trustees of schools are particularly requested,
when applying for permission to sell the sites of school houses or to
cxchange them for other lots or sites, to furnish an exact description of
the bounds, limits and the abuttals thereof, and also to accompany their
deinands with a certificate fiom the Inspector attesting the expediency
of such sale or of such exchange, and mentioning the amount which they
consider ought to be the upset price of the public sale. These details,
which aro absolutely necessary and which are seldom given, occasion
useless correspondence and delny.

— The School Commissioners who have not as yet transmitted to the
Educatiun Oftice duplicate receipts with their semi-annual reports, shall
not receire their amount of the grant until they +vill have fulfilled this
formality.

By order of the Superintendent,
Lovis Giarp,

Secretary.

JACQUES-CARTIER NORMAL SCHOOL.

Messrs. Théophile Amyrault, Arisgide Coutu, Elic Pelland, Adolphe
Magnan, Charles C4té and isal‘e Crevier, have obtained diplomas
authorising them to teach in model scheols,

Messrs, Jean Schmouth, Joseph Foucault, Jos, Marion, Moise Hurtubige,
Orvide Coutu, Wilfrid Barrette, Alfred Enault, Francois Desrosiers, Jo-
sepb Cardinal and Alphonse Leduc, have obtained diplowas authorising
them to teach in elementary schools.

WGILL NORMAL SCHOOL.

Mr. Oliver Warren ; Misses Hannah Bell, Isabella Blyth, Eliza:, Qhal-
mers, Ellen Cook, Elisa Couch, Melissa be Golyer, Lucy H. Derrick,
Margaret Drysdale, Emily Dunning, Alice Finlay ; Mme Maria Johnson ;
Misses Mary G. Reynolds, Mary Emily Roach, Elizabeth F. Symmers,
Louisa Tracey and Louisa Webster, have obtained diplomas authorising
them to teach in model schools.

Mesars. John Melody et James Wilson ; Misses Caroline Arnold, Eliza
Jane Barnet, Margery Ballantyne, Louisa Costigan, Margaret Olarke,
Isabella Du\gleisb, Margaret Gill, Janet Grant, Lamira Herrick, Fauny
Hale, Alice Hall, Mary J. Hardy, Isabella Halliday, Frances Lloyd, Mar-
gery McEwen, Margaret McDonald, Isabella Middlemiss, Susannah
McLaren, Ellen McOwat, Agnes O'Grady, Jane Anu Pedche, Jessie Pat-
terson, Mary Jane Ross, Mary Schutt. Mary Whitaey, Mary Willock
and Sarah Vosburgh, have obtained diplomas authorising them to teach
in clementary schools. ]

—

LAVAL SORMAL SCHOOL.

Messrs. Norbert, Thibauit, Louis Lefebvre, Joseph Bdshmr'mzuioe.;, 1 vol: ins18. o

Obarles Borromée - Rouleau, Joseph Prémont, Jsmes Donnelly, Alfred,
Esnouf, Amatsiir Demers, Lanrent Simoneau, Augustin Girardin, George
Tremblay, Obacles Mignault, Obarles Pagest, Régis Roy, Oldopbe C6té,
Philéas Bouchard ; Misses Lonise Couture, Luce Coutnre, Jeanné Audet

Olympe Obamberlaud, Victorine Létournean, Anastasie Darveau, Marie
Lapointe, Philoméne Vallée, Bridget Sweeney, Gundide Sylvain Héloise
de Tonnaucour, Elizabeth \rmstrong, Géline Talbot, Sophie Pérusse
, Catherine Flynn, Catheriae Co1é6 and Marle Lafrance, have obtained
| dlg}omu sutlhorising them to tesch in model schools.
esers. (5 prien Gagué, Joseph Delisle ; Misses Louise Garneau, Marie
| Pacaud, Alphonsine Cloutier, Josépiine Pouliot, Ellen Sinuots, Loulse
* Niuteau, Vitaline Sauvagenu, Marcellino Plante, Mary Ann McGolrich
and Louise Falardeau, liave obtalned diplumas authorising them to teach
in elementary schools.

CATHOLIC BOARD OF EXAMINERR FOR THE DISTRICT OF MONTREAL.

1 Mieses Matie Bénonise Dupuis, Philoméne Vachon Robert, Sother Pou.
| part, Ellsa Poxaput Alphonsine Aubertin, Artémise Desautels, Christine
' Moquiv, Mnthilde Dupuy, Adéle Lanctot, Georgina Desrosiers, Marie La-
vigne, Zoé Elmire Beauregard, Emélie Dubé, Joséphine Désormeau, Oc-
tavie Béique Lafleur, Fiavie Autry, Alphonsine Corbeil, Kulalie Cham-
reau, Odile Roy Portelance, Philoméne Lafvntaine, Virginie Beaudry,

léonore Deveaux, Nathilde Riendean, Edesse Drolet, Henriotte Vésins,
Qdile Desjardins, {italins Bergeron, Sophie Sarault, Zué Simard, Marle
Athalie Renand, Unésiine Cadudal, Lucie Trépagné, Philoméne Phapeu.,
Catherine Robert, Octuvie Barsa: ju, Sophronie Robert, Julie Dupré, Marie
Guilmette, Marie Elminu Lefebrre, Aurélie Coté, Mary 2nn McCarthy,
Eliza Reilly, Mary Alice Kelly, Philomane Roy, Emélie Gaudry, Marie
Louise Filiatredult, Philoméune Lanthler, Alice Prudhomme, Zoé Prud-
homme, Adéline Filion, Domitilde Bélair, Sophie Chartrand, Louise
Hawmel, Amarille Ewmond, Marie A. Andegrave, Emma McKercfmr, Vir-
ginie Archamtuult, Hermine Lagarde, Marie Chapdelaine, Délima Roy,
Aglaé Théberge, A. Dubols, Félicite Foucher, Philoméne Ronneville,
Malvina Couillard, Philoméne Bédard, Philomeone Perrault, Judith Mal-
lette, Zélia Rufiange, Olaire Myre, Marie Raby, Caroline Chevalier, Marie
Brouillard, Henrviette Préseau, Ursule Lefebvre, Marie Chaput, Orina
Bernard, Aurélie Tétreau, Ursule Plante, Adéle Gagnon, Stéphanie
Lavidre, Elizabeth Hogue, Denise Demers, Octavie Marien, Caroline
Prévost, Célina Lefebvre, Marcelline Cusion, Victoire Marsan, Aglaé
Oharbonoeau, Lucie Leduc, Marguerite 8t. Pierre, Eliza Dubois and Mme
Milord, born Danis, bave obtained diplomas authorising them to tesch
in elementary schools.

. X. Vavraps,

Secretary.

CATHOLIC BOARD OF EXAMINXIRS FOR TRE DISTRICT OF QUEBKC.

Misses Philoméne Rousseau, Scholastique Boisvert, Célérine Demers,
Célina Mercier, Philoméne Lemay, Zoé Lahaye, O. Esther Pagé, Her-
mine Laliberté, Eugénie Labaye, Heariette Noél, Céiiva Lamontagne,
Eléonore Villeneuve, Philomeéne Boily. Eliza Quellet, Justine Hardy,
Julie Auger, Sophie Noél, Louise Noé&l, onorine Letellier, A. Fortunée
Ruel, Josephto Brassard, Luce Darveau, Philoméne Mondar, Adélaide
Sauvageau and M. Louise Sénéchal dite Lapierre, have obtained diplo-
mas authorising them to teach in elementary schools. .

Mr, Zéphirin Lapierre hag obtained adiploma authorizing him to teach
in mode! schools.

N. Lacasss,

Secretary.

NOTICE TO TEACHERS.

The tenth conference of the Association of Teachers witbin the 1imits
of the Jacques-Cartier Normal School, will take place at said school,
Friday, 26th Augunst, at 9 A. M.

The members of the Council are requested to mect the eve of the con.
ference, in the hall of the professors, at 6 P. M,

F. X. Here,
Secretary.

DONATIONS TO THE LIBRARY OF THE DEPARTMENT.

The Superintendent acknowledges, with many thanks, the receipt of
thé following donations to the library of the department :

From the Rev. M. Joncs, of New York : Jewett's French and English
Dictionary, 1 vol. in-8 ; Jewett’s French and English Dictiopary, school
edition, 1 vol. in-12; Lossing’s Pictorial History of the United-States,
‘1 vol, in-12; Loesing’s Primary United States, 1 vol in-12; The Sabbath
Hymn 3o0ok, 1 vol. in-18.

Fromn Messrs. Plinguet et Laplante, printers, Montreal: ¢ Questions
sur la Grammaire de I'Académie,” ¥ vol, in-12 (2 copies).

From Harper aud Brothers, New-York: Elementary Gramroas, by W.

.C. Fowler, 1 vol. in-12; M. T. Ciceronis de Officiis, libri Tres, with notes
is margin.and Euvglish commentary, by the Rev. H. Ashton Holden,

From tbe Rev.J. Langevin, Principal of the Laval Normal Schocl
Quebec: ¢ Traité Eléﬁagg&ir@' de Odgg Différentis] ot de Oalcul Taté-
i gral,” 1 vol, in-8.

23 CnrT A B My o s e m e
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TLACHER WANTED.

A teacber, having good recommendations and a model school diploma,
vould find an advantageous position fu the school municipality of 8t,

Rarmne,
Address: Mr. J. E. Olairoux, 8t, Hermas,

SITUATION A8 TEACHERR WANTED.

Miss Josephine Burus, provided with a diploma for an clementary
school, teaches English aud French, music, drawing, snd esbroidery,
Applications to Le addressed to the Education Oftice,

A teacher, provided with a diplomu for sn elementary school, s‘,nakln
Eoglish and French, {s desirous of obtainiug the situation of schoo
mistress.

Address ¢ Miss 1. Kerney, teacher, St, Catherine, Portneuf.

Miss Mary Lacerte, formetly a pupil of the Laval Normal School and
provided with & diploma, from the Board of Examiners of Three Rivers,
suthorising her 1o teach in the elementary schools,

Address : Miss Mary D, Luacerie, Yauachiche,

Ar. Narcisse Contant, provided with a diploma for arn clementury
schoul, Is marrled.
Address: 28, Lugauchetiére Street, Montreal.

Mr. Leon Vaudreuil, provided with a diploma for an elementary school’
Can teach Eoglish, drawing into pencil and with water colours,

Mr. John Melody, who holds an elementary diploma from the MeGit!
Normal Schoo, is desizous of obtaining a situation in & school, cither as
master or uesistant muster.,

Address : Mr. John Melody. Box 824, Montreal Post Office.

A young lady is desirous of obtaining the place of assistant ‘eacher in
aschool. She can teach fancy needle work and is well qualitied for the
performance of the duties of teacher.

Miss M. Conuolly is desirous of situation as teacher,

Applications to be addressed to the Education Office.
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" OBITUARY.

It is with deep sorrow that we have to record the death of M.
Emile de Fencutllet, Professor of History and of Literature at the
Laval Normal School. He died on the avening of the 30th June,
aged 53 years. Mr. de Fenouillet was born in France at Hyéres, in
the department of Var, He went through a course of legal stud:cs
at Aix, after a short sojourn at Montpellier he removed to Paris,and

while in that city, was connected with the Epogue. He subsa-.

quently accepted a Professorship at the University of Bonn, and
while there wrote a series of letters on Germany publisbed in L Uni-
vers, In 1854 he left his native France for America and arrived in
Quebec towards the end of October. The two years following his
amival in this countiy were passed in fulfilling the arduous duties
of Editor in chief to the journal of Quebec. S?xottly afterwards he
was appointed orie of the ordinary Professors of the Laval Normal
School. The rapid progress of his pupils are the proofs of his zeal,
of his talent and of his energy. FEven when enfeebled by desease, he
tesolutely continued his lectures, though requested by the Principal

and the Superintendent to recruit his wearied frame, and though'an}d

assistant had been named by the Government to relieve him from
his arduous task. His articles.in the Journal de VInstruction Pu-

ique are well known and fully appreciated. He was one of its
most distinguished contributors.

Pablic Examinations of the Normal Schoois.

The public examinations of the Normal Schools, in the Eastern
section of the province, have furnished abundant proofs, this year
like the preceding years, of the interest taken in these useful
institutions. ' '

The examination of the pupil-teachers of the Laval Normal
School took plave on the days of the 13th and 14th June iast. “The
Superintendent of Education presided. Among the numarous and
distinguished assistants, we remarked Mgr Horan, bisho. of King-
son and former Principal of the Normal School; the very Revd, '

Viear Gen, Casaull, the Revd, Mr. Auctair, and a number of the
most prominen: citizens of Quebec,

The students wera examincld on the different branches taught
duting the year. Their answers wers accompanied with demons-
trations, uxamples and experiments. Their progress in French
gramamar, litterature, historv, geography, the exact sciences, astro-
nomy, Eh yeics, was sher.. by the roadiness, correctness and ease
with whicl: they anawared the questions put v them by the ussis-
tante, who seldom followed the ordor of the programme and often
put questions not inciwuded in its contents. Prablems invelving
allfebra and triggnometry, of no ardinary difliculty were promptly
solved, and in geuoral the pupils gave proof of pedagogic know-
ledge, bK the manner in which they explained the subjects, dove-
lopmq them before the audience, ns they should at some future

tiod before their pupils ; furnishing emunstrations and tractug
on the bladk Loaid whun need be, & map, a plan, or o figure with
tapidity and justness Indeed it was now and then necessary
to restrain these gentlemen, who taking too extensive a view of the
subject would not have left time for other matters. The chuice
collection of physical apparatus, maps aud engravings possr sed
by this institut on, were much wdmured by the public, who at the
same time saw the uses to which they are desuned., The monotony
of the exercises was relieved by the parformance of several exqui-
site pieces of vocal and instrumental music, under the direction of
their able professor, Mr. Gaznon, After the - -izes wore distributed
and tho diplomas conferred, a farewell adresr -.as read by one of
the pupils,and & few words adressed to then by the Surerintendent,
by Mgr*Horan and by the Principal. The congratulations exchanged
between the worthy prelate and his_former pupils, who had justly
referred to him the greater part of their success, found a ready
echo in al} present. Tne former Principal assured them ot the plea-
sure which their progress afforded him. In alluding to their removal
from the old castle, the Superiniendent assured them that their
presence in that venerable building had in no ways derogated to
its honor as residence of the former governors of Canada

The examination of the Jacques Cartier Normal School took
place at Montreal, on the 29th.June. The students were irterro:
ga'ed by the Superintendent, by their }}mfessors, and those of the
other schools there present, on the different subjects contained in
t Air {ro ammes. Although the halls were open to the public, we
temarked but very few friends of education, and two reporters of
English papers, who justly praise the examination on the elements
of egriculture conducted by Mr. Ossaye, whose lessons though
gratuitous, were not the less practical or the less fruitful in happy
results during the course of the year. The attendance at the closing
sitting for the distribution of prizes attracted a large audience,
comprising a great number of the clergy, and the most dis-
tinguished citizens, Tho musical performance of the students
under the direction of their able teacher Mr. Brauncis showed
forth their progress in this branch, Several pieces of the Crea-
tion by Hayden were executed by a chorus of students accom-
panied with an orchestra formed by the musicians of the 17th regi-
ment. Mr. Lenoir and Mr. Archambault, one as basso, the other as
tenor were remarkably successful in the execution of that celebrated
orftorio. M. Amyrault dolivered the farewell adress, and the
Superintendent and the Principal in their speeches specially
insisted on the severity of the examinations which the ({{upils
obtaining diplomas iad to undergo. For success it is not sufficient
to have a gc 1 note in onc of the branches, but it is requisite to have
a satisfactory note in every brauch taught; this explains why
many of the pupils who bad recc.ved }mzes, had not obtained
diplomas even for slementary Schools. Ot 53 pupils who during
the year had attended the Normal School, but 16 have abtained
iplomas. The Rev. Canon Pilon and the Rev. Mr. Langevin,
Principal of the Laval Normal School, then congratulated the pupiis
on their. wccess. Rev. Mir. Laugevin, who haﬁ assieted at all the

revious sittings, declared that though the rivality existing betvreen
auebeo and Montreal for many years, had not always been pro-
ductive of happy results, he was pleased at the emulstion between
the Normal Schools of the two Cities, and that on his part he
should not fail_to encourage the students 1o contend with zeal and
ardor with their youthful fallows of Montreal, whose success he has
been able to ;Fpreciate.

The Hon. Mr. Loranger being called upon, spoke with his usual
eloquence. Weo regret that want of space prevents us from inserting
his rernarks on the advantager offered by the Normal Schools, and
the rapid development given to éducation eince their foundation.
The exercices were closed with the chorus of the Rataplan, {rom
the og:nr’a of La Fille du Régimer;t, accompanied by the orchestra.
The President in tendering his thanks fo. Col. Gordon and to the
officers of ‘the 17th regiment, who were present at the sitting,
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observed that the new teachers may bravely and gaily enter upon
their new career, and he hoped that the pupils of the Normal School
would one day become the best soldiers of the army of Public
Instruction.

The distribution of prizes at the McGill Normal School, and at
the department of the female pupil teachers of the Laval Normal
School took place the same day, (14th July). Asthe Superinten-
dent had not as yet assisted at the examinations of the latter, he
was unable to attend but on the day of the 13th at the McGill
Normal School. In adressing the pupils of thus institution he ex-
plawmed the reason of lus ab senco on the following day. The
compositions read by the pupils and the pieces of fusic performed
under the direction of their Professor, Mr. Fowler, the drawings
in crayon and water colors which hung from the walls of the
beautiful gothichall, where these examinations were held, indicated
the progress of the pu&ils, the skill and the zeal of the teachers.

On the 14th July, the Hon. Judge Day, president of the University
Council of McGill College, distributed the prizes and the diplomas
and delivered an adress which will be found in the proceedings
which we copy from a city newspaper. 18 diplomas for Model
Schools, and 28 for elementary Schools, were given to the pupil-
teachers, Principal Dawson to whom belongs so great a part in
the organisation and progress of this institution, and Professors
Hicks and Robins spoke at length on the duties of the teacher, his
position and the wants of education in this country. The silting
was closed by a remarkable discourse by Mr. Dunkin, member of
parliament for the united Counties of Drummond and Arthabaska
aud member of the University Council. Mr. Dunkin indicated the
good which would result from the Legislative enactments of the
last session, particularly that which in limiting the powers of tae
Boards of Examiners, protects the pupils of the Normal Schools
from the unjust competition of teachers admitted by boards, without
sufficient examination.

He directed the attention of the publhic and that of the body of
teaclers to the fact that the diplomas granted by the boards of
examiners would entitle the recipients to teach ouly in the dis-
trict, and would be of value but for three years. This, he said, is
the first step towards doing justice to the Normal Schools, and to
their pupils.

The same day the female pupil teachers of the Laval Normal
School were passing their examination at Quebec. These ladies
wrere questioned by the ass.stants on French Grammar and English
G:ammar, Geography, Sacred History, the History of France, that
e. England, that of Canada, on arithmetic and on literature. The
promptaess, the spiritedness and the exaclitude of theiranswers, the
rapidity of their drawings oa the black board or on slates of the
maps of different countnies, and thie correctness with which they
solved the probiems given thew, really astonished the audience.
They gave proof of an intimate acquaintance with the use of the
alobes. Their hiterary compositions were certainly of rare merit;
the simphicity and elegance of their letters, and of some composi-
tions of a higher order, should have led us to doubt of their onigin-
ality had not the Rev. Principal given his word as to the contrary.
Among the musical performances sang with accompaniements on
the pianos and harmomumsby the pupils, we remarked with pleasure
two Canadian songs published in our french jourual of (his year. The
elocution and delivery of the French and English recitations left
nothing to desire. Among these, were the beautiful verses of Mr.
Cremazie on the death of Mr. de Fenouillet, which are to be found
in the last number of Le Journal de PInstruction Publiqgue and
an elegy composed by Mr. de Fenouillet on the death of one of
hus pupils. The emotion bLetrayed by Miss Couture and Miss Dar-
veat while reciting these two pieces, was shared by the audience,
among whom the beloved professor had counted many perscnal
friends. The drama, l’OrpEeIinc des Pyrénécs, was preformed
by the pupils in a most satisfactory, indeed we mught say, in a
very remarkable manner, especially in the solemn scenes, which
require much tact and moderation, and which are very frequently
poorly preformed. After the disinbution ot the puzes and of 17
diplomas, His Grace tac Archbichop of Oregzon City, by the request
of the Superintendent adressed the pupils in an effecting speech,
pointing out the progress of the last twenty years, elapsed since
he had left Canada for far off countries, whete he has spread the
word of God. Mgr. Blanchet, who occupied the piace of Mgr. of
Tloa, who had been unable to attend but during the momning exer-
cices, arrived fro:n St. Mary of Beauce, where he had assisted
at the examnations of the academy of girle under the direction of
the Sisiers of the Congregation, and at that of an Industrial College
conducted by the Christian Brothers; what he had seen in these
two mstitutions together with the scene passing before him, raised
i hum, he sud, thefarest hopes for the future ot lis natsve country.

The addross of so distinguished a fellow countryman, of one who
occupies in a foreign land s0 high a position seemed toincrease the
feelings of the audience. The Rev. Mr. Verreau, Principal of
the Jacques Cartier Normal Scheol, ana Mr. Pope, Pro-mayor, also
adressed the pupils and were loudly applauded.

_Thaus, in all.parts of tho country, the Normal Scheols are appre-
ciated ; it depends on the zeal and on the devutedness ot the rural
municipalities to render then success complete. Already this year,
intelligent and enterprising school commussioners have taken the
necessary measures 1o ensure the services of sume of the pupils
provided with dip omas, which have cost them and their professurs
s0 many efforts, and we. hope soon to sce them all with good situa-
tions.  We should add that all without exception intend to devote
themselves to the life of teacher if they find sitnations and a faw
remuneration.

-

Public Examinations in our Colleges and
Academices.

There are few things which in the present century are not made
the matter of controversy. Public examinaiions and distrsbutionsuf
uzes have been during these last years, particularly in the United
tates, the object of a very unfavorable reaction, probably own 1o
one of the numerous sopiisms current m our days. Because a
good thing is liable to abuse, it should be abolished. If the com-
mon sense of the public did not conderan this, and similar false
reasoning, there would be but few institutions found worthy of sup-
it. ‘Fhere would bo an end to emulation as it is liable fo lead to
Jjealousy: publicity should cease, because quackery will make
use of 1it,

This mode of reasoning is adopted by a few persons in this
country with regard to the subjects above mentoned, own perhaps
to the example given by some of the educational nstitutions in sup-
pressing public examipations and substituting in their stead the
solemn distribution of prizes, which has caused many of the schoo!
commissioners to dispense with the just and reasonable obligation
imposed on them by law and which is necessary for the advance-
ment of education.

The injurious effects resulting from the suppression of publc
examinations would be considerably lessened, were they replaced
by severe private examinations, held in the presence of the edu-
cated inhabitants of the municipality, as is actvally the case in the
educational establishments to which we allude.

We remarked one striking peculianty in this year’s examinations,
dramas and plays having given place to dissertations, recita-
tions, vocal and instrumental music. Without wishing to blame
the institutions thai continue to aflont amusement to the public by
scenic representations coufined withm the hmits of decorum and
directed with a correct taste (no easy matter), we confess that for
common schools, dramas lie open to many objections ; exageration
and a want of taste teo oflenc{:amcterising the delivery andthe cos-
tumes, or what 1s worse parts are given to the chuldren, tending to
develop some of their least amiable predispositions ; frequent}* the
audience adwmure and applaude what is worthy only of blame and
thus unconsciously the most fatal impresston is made on the pupil.

Comedy frequently degenerates into buffonery and thereby spoils
the manners and the characters of the children. When witticisms
expressed in an ungrammatical and somelimes uncouth language
are learnt by the child, howeveramusmg it may be to the audience,
certain it 1s that the teacher’s efforts to preserve the strength and
the purity of the mother tongue will be of no avail. We are not
advocates for sweeping reformns, but it is far better whenever it is
to be feared that any of the evils above mentioned may follow, to
abstain front that which is a matter of doubt.

In a few places the greater wigour in the composition of the pro-
grammes have kept many away from the public examinations in
out colleges. Though this is to be regretted it ought not, in our
opinion, 10 prevent these institutions from Jollowing up this covrse
which appears most rational.

In general, however, our colleges canunot complain of small
audiences. The Quebee Semmary and the Montreal Seminary
confined themselves to the public distribution of prizes, preceded
and followed by a few spcccges and recitations ; but on the cve,
the academies, consisting of pupils chosen from among the students,
amused and interested their friends with litterary and musical
soitees. The Rev. Father Gravouielle delivered a remarkable
address on the duties of parents in the cducation of their children,
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afior the usual exercises had been gone through by the pupils, and
the prizes distributed. In all these institutions the halls were
crowded.

At the secondary school or High School of McGill College, ufter
the distribution ol prizes, many eloquent addresses were delivered
by the professors and by the members of the umversity council.
Several pieces of poetry were recited by the [puplls and a few choice
musical compositions very successfully performed. A scene from
the Misanthrope, declaimed by two of the pupils, showed the suc-
cess of Professor Fronteau in teaching the French language in this
important institution.

‘There was no public examination at Nicolet College, as several
fatal cases of typhus occurred a fow weeks before the close of the
year. This institution, founded by the Rev. Mr. Brassard, and
protected by the illusirious Bishop Plessis, maintains its high posi-
tion and continues to give distinguished men and worthy citizens
to this country. We have no where met with an account of the

roceedings at St. Aun Coliege; we suppose that they were as

rilliant as usual, and attracted as customary, a great number of
the population of the south shore, who pride themselves much on
the possession of this classical college. Founded by the Rev. Mr,
Painchaud, who devoted all his talents end energies 1o its advance-
ment, ‘it is now rapidly progressing, and wo are aware that the
Rev. Superior, Mr. Pilote, has been remarkably successful in the tour
\vh;ch he is now making through Europe, in the intetests of that
college.

The public examinations at the College of L’Assomption, were
presided over by his Lordship the Bishop of Montreal.” Dr. Meil-
leur, late Superintendent of Education, has published, in the
columns of the Minerve, an interesting account of the exami-
nation of this flowrishing institution, of which he is one of the
founders.

The northern portion of the district of Montreal has a great num-
ber and variety of educational insttutions. The examinations at
the colleges of Laval and Terrebonne were remarkably brilliant.
At 8t. Viucent-de-Paul the examination took place on the feast of
St. John the Baptist. The papers have published interesting details
of the celebration of this triple feast, religious, litterary and patriotic.
At Terrebonne, a bazaar was opened, the profits to be devoted to
educational purposes. The citizens of this Erosperous little town
were thus enabled to perform two good works at the same time,
and give proof of their taste and of their libcralit{.

The classical college of St. Therese de Blawnville, affiliated to the
Laval University, is one of the most prosperous inthe province, and
one in which the youth, by a course of severe study, are prepared
for the priesthood or for the liberal professions. The public cele-
brations at that institution alwaysattracta great numberof the friends
ofeducation from the adjoining parishes. Thisyear the exercisesassu-
med quite a military character, in accordance with the events of the
day. The examination opened with the performance of the battle of
Prasue, admirably executed much to the honor of the pupi.s
and their professor of music, Mr. Chatillon. This rather warlike
prelude was followed by a discussion of the probable consequences
of the recent war. However, assince this interesuing debate, peace
taschanged the aspect of the question, weshall merely say that had
the Austrians defended themselves, as ably as the debators did
*'eir cause, they would not have to deplore the defeats of Magenta

ul Solferino. The exetcises were closed by a cantata, composed
several years ago, for St. Theresa College, b{ Fatter Ciccaterr,
and which is an obligatory perfurmance at all the examinatione,
It was remarkably well executed and awakened many recollections
w the bosom of the former pupils. After the distribation of prizes,
the Rev. Superior Tassé and the Superintendent of Education ad-
dressed the audience.

While the college of St. Theresa of Blainville carefully preserves
1 the northern pottion of the former district of Montreal, the healthy
inaditions of classical and of religious instruction, that of St. Hyacinth,
founded it about the same time, near the river Yamaska, in the
centre of one of the richest and most beautiful of our southem
coanties, provides the same benefits for a denser and more numerous
pepulation. The building occupied by the students, is ane of the most
vast and magnificent on this contment. It isadnurably situated
ot a lot, the generous donation of Mr. Cadoret, 2 wealthy mer-
chant of St. Hvacinthe, and is capable of all the improvements and
embellishments that may be desired.  Most of the citizens of St.
Hyacinthe and a large number of clergy were pres :nt atthe exami-
vation, presided over by the Right Rev. Bishop Prince, who hasdone
o much for education in his diocese. Most of the time was devoted
loa discussion between the students of the class of philosophy, as
to what are the true results of the diffusion of education in the pre~
sent century ; we hope 10 see this learnel and elegantly worded

debate published, a wish expressed by more than one present, The
author of this discussion took, in our opinion, the proper view of the

uestion, carefully avoiding cxtremes and treating the subject in a
liberal spirit.  After the distribution of the prizes, Mr. Desaulniers,
who for several years has beer. the Superior, aud was now reunng,
according to the rules of the institution from this arduous post,
addressed tho students in a touching manner. His Lordship the
Bishop of St. Hyacinth and the Superintendent of Education, were
thon invited to congratulate the victors, among whom we observed
a grand nephew of the Rev. Mr. Gironard, tuunder of the institu-
tion. The portrait of this venerable benefacior of our youth graced
the walis of the hall.

There are in that district, besides this classical college, two
industrial colleges, that of St. Mary of Monnoir and that of Sher-
Brooke, the examinations of whose pupils are highly spoken of by

e press.

The protestant inhabitants of 1he eastern section of the country,
are not less interested than those of the catholic districts, in the
progress of education. Besides the University of Lennoxville and
therr numerous academies, they have built, at Richmond, which at
no very distant period wiil become one of the most important places
of this country, an extensive classical college. It 1s difficult to
find a2 more lovely spot than that on which it is erected. The river
St. Francisand the flourishing villages of Richmond and Melbourne,
spreading out on each side of its limpid blue water, which wind
through the charming isles, at the foot of the rising mound on which
stands ihe college, i connection with these two viliages by the
rauway bridge, and a_government bridge of ancient date. The
Rev. Mr. Cleveland, minister of the Congregational Chureh, and a
member of one of the oldest families of the neighbouring township,
which bears his name, is the Principal of this establishmernt.
There are 60 students attending this colieze. It has been open but
for three years and is affiliated to the McGill University. The exa-
minations occupied two days, and were presided over the first day
by the Superintendent of FEiducation. The pupils answered in a
very satisfactory manner on the latin classics, on algebra, on geo-
metry, on Enghsh grammar, on French gramomar, and on geo-

graphy- .

ur readers can easily imagine that we have not suflicient space
for accounts of the examinations in !l the institunons. The columns
of the newsyapers are crowded with reports of their progress. ‘The
industrial college of St. Michel of Bellechasse, under thie direction
of Mr. Dufresne and other lay professors, whose merit we mighly
appreciate, that of tne Christian Brothers of Our Lady of Levi, and
their extensive model schools in the towns of Quebec, Montreal
and Three Rivers, are worthy of special notice.

Already the influence of these institutions and of the supetior
rimaiy schools in the country parishes, is felt in all parts; nota
ay passes but commerce and the useful arts receive educated and

efhicient members, which will, one day, form the great elements of
our social strength.

In passing in review our different institutions at the end of the
scholastic year, it would be unjust were we not to mention onr
excellent female academies, directed by différent religious cor-
porations. Their public sittings were the most brilliant of these
literary feasts that speak so loudly and so favorably of the great
wntellectual movement of our country. At the monastery of the
Ursulines, at Quebec, there are two publicsittings, one for the exa-
mination, the other for the distribution of prizes.” These two sittings
took place this year, in a new wing lately builtfor the pupil-teachers
(boarders) of the normal school. Tie large hall was crowded,
as admuss'on to the examinations in that institution is eagerly
contended for. The first sitting wastaken vp withexaminations on
botany, on astronomy, on chemistry with experiments, and on other
branches of natural l’,philosoph 73 at the second sitting the play of
Mary Stuart was performed, after which the prizes were distnbuted.

The Sisters of the Congregation of Our Lady, at Montreal, besides
their numerous day schools, have two boarding schools, one in the
centre of the city, the other at the elezant and splendid residence
of Maria Villa, formerly Monklands. °The first of these institutions
had the rare oppostunity of holding the examinations in the chapel
lately erected on the ruins of the one built by Sister Bourgeois,
and 8o long occupied by the celebrated recluse Miss LeBer.” The
examination hall was tastefully decorated, and the adjoining garden
with its thousand song: lers, chattering like the beardeis duting their
hours of recreation, the pleasing blue and white costumes of the
pupils, and the numerous and respectable audience completed the
effect. Recitations, literary compositions, and a dialogue in verse,
in which all the nations of the earth were represented, 2 number
of musical performances, among others one on the piano, executed
by thiny two hands, rendered the examination most interesting.
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Two literary compoaitions one on Miss Leber, the othef on the vene-
rable foundress of the institution, were read. His Lordship Bishop
Bourget, who presided, eapressed his sentiments and those of the
audience in a salemn and impressive manner. A few days after,
at the convent of Maria Villa, was enaoted u scene nolesstouching.
Most of the pupils of this convent are young ladies from the States
or from Upper Canada: among the audience therefore were a great
numnber ofv strangers, who must be deeply impressed with the per-
fectivn of our educational nstitutions. A discussion in veree on the
aducation of gitls, occupied the greater 1}3.\1 of the situng. The
subject presented the many difficulties of didactic pieces, which
were surmounted with a grace and an easo both 1n_the recitation
and composition that appeared quite astoniching. The piece was
composed by one of the religious of the institution, as was the
adieu, recited by Miss Drummond. Then followed the distribution
of white rose gatlands, of the golden medals and of the prizes. His
Lonlshipl Bishop Larocque had the pleasing task of congratulating
the pupils.

The[:Academy of the Ladies of the Sacred Heart at Sault-anx-
Récollets, that of the convent of the Sisters of Jesus and Mary, at Lon-
guewl ; the interesting school of the deafand dumb, directed by the
Sisters of Provideuce, at Montreal, and a number of other institu-
tions, have held examinations which are vesy favorabiy spoken of
by the gentlemen of the press.

If proof be required of the rapid progress of education during the
Jast half century, we need but examine the contents of the pro-
grammes. While formerly the small number of our educational
institutions caused the just fear, that they would not attain the
proportions required by the increase of population 1n this country,
now, many distinguished persons fear the reverse, and arealarmed
fess the 100 great number of superior educational stitutions give
more subjccls than are required by commerce and industry.
It is well to obserse on this point as well as on that of
the variety of programmes of the different educational institutions,
that the Department orgatuzed when the existing schools were in
full operation, could not make sweeping changes or establish a
new order of things without producing irremediable confusion.

But let us not throw a gloom over the joy of our country as she
views with contentment and presents with a just feeling of pride
the hundred and fifiy thousand children of her schools, treasures
more precious than the mines, the monuments and the hoarded
wealth of Europe and of Asia.

Distribution of diplomas & prizes at the McGill
Normal & Model schools,

This, as we stated on Friday, took place on Thursday afiernoon,
at two o’clock, the Hon. Mr. Justice Day presiding in the absence
of the Superiutendent of Education. The proceedings were opened
with prafycr by the Rev. Mr. Tate, who asked a blessing on the
labors of the past session, and on the young teachers who were
about to go forth as teachers, and prayed that day might not only
be the commencement of an honorable career in the discharge of
their earthly duties, but also of their heavenly duties, and that as
they were there to receive carthly rewards, so they might look for
a neavenly reward hereafter, ¢ A crown of glory that fadeth not
away, reserved in heaven for them that love Thee, and know the
salvation of Thy Son Jesus Christ.”?

Judge Day then spoke as follows:

Ladies and Gentlemen,—It has fallen to my lot, somewhat
unexpectediy, in_ consequence of the necessary absence of the
Superintendent of Education, to discharge the duties of Chairman
of this meeting; a task which although exceedingly agrecable,
might under some circumstances be a formidable onc for me.
1 find myself very much relieved by the arrangment which has
bean made, by which 2 number of the professors present will
address the Assembly. My remarks, therefore, on openiug the
meeting will be exceedingly brief. It cannot bea matter of wonder
to any one whom I now address, or to any ono who desires the
progress of educalion in our conntry, or has an interest in the
broader progress of our country, that I have much gratificaticn in
announcing that the prosperity aud condition of this Normal School
are all that could have been expected or hoped, from the promise
of its auspicious beginning. It is due to the judicious arrangments
which have been made by its originators, and 10 the zea! of the
Principal and Professors in carrying out these armangements with
diligence and ﬁdeh}f; and I may it is due to the diligence
with which the pupils have applied themselves to the business of

acquiring education, that I am enabled to state this satisfactory
condition of things, in the business of education, which is requirey
by no persons more than by those who are to be themstives
teachers. It will not do in any system of iraining mtended 1o fi
persons for that great duty, it will not do that there be a oneg-sidey
intellectual develupment, each faculty of the mind must be fairy
treated, oach one must have its proper share of attention, and |
believe, that this object is m a signal degree obtained m the course
of training which it pursued here. It may answer for persons who
are engaged in teaching 1n public instiutions, to devote their entue
attention to a single branch. The man who 1+ to teach mathemnatics
may be ignorant of everything but mathemaucs yet he cannut te
called a completely educated man. The man who 15 o texch
classics may be learned in all ancient and classical lore—muay be
a thorough scholar, aud yet not be stricily speaking an educated
man. And so of every one of the branches of learming, which g

to make up human cducation.  But that will not do jor a teachery; -

a common school, although the attainments in any particular branch
need not be so profound, yet there should be a 1espectable attam-
ment in «very branch  Every ono who goes forith 10 occup) tue
stativns which you will be called upon to fill mus: have a Kuon-
ledge of all the different branches which require to be taught. aug
this object has been sought m the arraugemeut wluch has Leea
made in this institution, and I believe it has been thoroughi
attained. It hus be'n my good fortune to be able to attend som
few of the examinations which have takea place withm the ias
1wo or three days, and I have denived much satwfacuon from the
result. The examination conducted by trof. Robins m Geometry
gave me a great deal of pleasure. There was mamfested iu the
answers a clearness and perception, a thorough understanding of
the subject which gave earnest of substantial and useft| progress.
This branch of mathematics, I take it, as a matter of practica: use,
may not be considered as of very great importance in teaching m
u common school ; but its importance 1s very great as 2 means of
training and mental discipline. Perhaps no branch of study caa
give the same precision of thought and language, which to2
1eacher, of all persons, is so indispensable. Without clear power
of thought, there can be no clear power of expression, and withou
both these, how can a teacher expect to communicate information
sa as to make a lasting impression on the mund of the pupil. |
regard, therefore, this study of mathematics as of very great im-
portance, and of especial importance 1o the young ladizs of this
school 5 and inasmuch as it gives a more masculine tone to_their
mind, after which comes in play all the sensibilities belonging to
the female mind, and to which, it has been remarked they are
more prone to trust than to power of intellect, and the 1wo togethe:
will give a great degree of influence to the charactér of a teacher.
Then in that humbls branch of Geography, conducted by Prol.
Hicks, I saw that there had been a very satisfactory progiess alse.
Geography, be it known to you all, is a study which has been
underrated, and which many, even educated people, dont know
much about, but here I was happy to perceive that much attenti
had been paidto it. Then came that charming language, the
French, in which Prof. Fronteat, in the animated and sprightiy
manner which characterizes him, brought to view the progciencs
of his pupils, and the progress they had made under his nstroe-
tions. Then we had Natural History, Agricultural Chemistry, Be-
tany,—that most beautiful of all the natural sciences, and in afl
these there was evidenced a degree of proficiency which was
highly creditable to the Institution. As there are others to address
you to-day, who will come to the task better qualifiedd than I hawe
been, I am not very much disposed 10 exhaust your time, and i
§our patience by dwelling longer upon the objects of this institu:ion.
our mission is one of inesumable importance, and of great solem-
nity, and one which I think is better intrusted to the hands o
young ladies than of young men, at all evenis, until boys attan sz
certain age. There are two advantages in this system of pullirg
our commou »chools under the managemeut of young ladies 5 fite
that it opens to thern a dignified and honorable employment whick
will afford them an independent livelihood, hitherio open only 1
male teachers ; and in the second place, it 18 woman’s natural mu-
sion 10 train the young. It belongs 10 her in an especial manner,
to infuse the elements of knowledze and virtue into the youthfe!
mind. It is therefore with great satisfaction that from yearto yeat
1 see 20 many youug ladies training for this very areat work. !
will add no more, except merely to say that you have my sincei
wighes for your success in this great mission, such success as will
secure to you the applause of the world, and what is infinitey
more importaut, 2 success which will secure 10 you the approbatioa
of yout own conscience.
udge Day then sat down amidat great applause, after whichtwe
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of Prof. Fowler’s pupils, Misses Roach and Couch, performed a
dueton the piano, accompanied by the professor on the violin,
The execution was very fine, highly cieditableto both teachers and
pnBils, and elicited hea-ty commendation. .
sotessor Hicks was the next speaker. He said :—Ladies and
Gentlemen,—Ahhough called upon to make a short address, the
sameness of Normal School duuies, the dull rontine of a teacher’s
work, and the fact that I see before mne a Jarge number of diplomas
which are to be given out, combined with my not having much to
say of an interesting nature, all admaowsh me to be very brief in
addressing yon.  Of the. subjects falling more especially under my
care, there 1s one or two to which § have puid special attention.
One of them is English composition. This 13 a subject which is
generally neglected, both here and at home, and it is one of those
subjects whieh, if not known 1o a teacher, tell very strongly against
him. It is neglected, because it is slow 1n its acquisition, and one
from which he expects to denive no immethate and tangibleadvant-
age. It is, however, as I have said before, a subject of great im-
portance to the teacher. Let him only exhibit his ignorance of it
ona white sheet of paper, pretty legibly written, and it can be vsed
very much against lum, should 1t fall into the hands of an euemy.
Altthose men in our own countsy, and of others countries, who
bave risen from the lower ranks of hife, have felt ihat this was the
great subject which wasneeded—aknowledge of English composi-
non. It is on this account that I have given a great deal of atten-
tion to English composition during the past session. Geography
also has been brought prominentiy forward, As the gentleman
wha spoke before me very rightly said, ttus is a subject which is
very much neglected. It is usually considered very dry, but when
it is taught in such a manner as ‘0 exlubit how the Creator of the
world 1o the direction of every mountain chain, in every expanse
of sea and lxke, in the course of every nver, has mauifested his
fove for his creatures, it is evident that it may be made of great
use to all those wlo are engaged in the instrucuion of the young.
Physical Geography is the part to which I have given most attention,
though the other brauches, the mathematical and political, have
oot been neglected.  Still, anoth -t study to which 1 directed great
care, is Engiish Literuture, und this, too, 1 consider a most im-
portant one.  In this, we have taken the English lunguage, its
arowth, the acquisitions which it hasreceived from other languages
Tp 1o the present time. Besides that we biave gone over the
English authors, noticing their character, their writings, theirdispo-
shiors, &e., &e., and T trust that this course has been productive
of great advantage. 1 consider that thisis an imponant study to
the teacher, because he will be in a greal measure isolated from
the world, and will be thrown upon hisown resources for amuse-
ment and instruction. I have derived much pleasure from that
subject myself, and having been a teacher for a number of years, I
can {eel for 1those ho are about to cngage in the work of mstruc-
tin.  Another subject is education, this we have iaken up only
once a week, and as among the stndents, there are several who
kave alrealy been ergaged in school-keeping. 1 have occasiou-
ally, by aflowing thein to give *heir experience in the form of
conversation, sought to benefit the younger part of our students,
who have, as it were, an untried path before them. The advant-
ages of a knowledge of the human mind, s * 90l organization, the
methods to be pursued to make school aarcable, these and other
kindred subjects have, ¥ trust, been brought profitably forward. In
addressing young teachers going ont into the world to commence
tbeir career, I have always spoken to them as those who are going
wt o do the hanl, thou;;i\ pleasant work, of teaching tho young.
fhave always felt that the Normal School is the place for the
nining of teachers, and that thuse before me were abont 10 take
tpon themselves this trust, and thereforc I tried to make cvery
lecrure a sample of how they should address their pupilsat afutare
lime. As regards the canduct of the students during the past
seseion, I must say that it has been highly respectful, and on no
occasion do I recollect of having had to call the pupils 1o order, and
acthing has ever llagpened to mar the harmony of the session.
Sech being the case, 1 am sure you will undersiand that it is a
malter of great sorrow that we are 10 pait, and T will now take up
ashort lime in addressing a few words of advice to the young per-
nas before me. My dear young friends (3 wish 10 address myself
wore particularly 1o those who dre leaving this school with the
trdectation of becoming teachers) you are going outintothe world,
ud to fill situations where you wili have many under your charge.
Now I must not lude from you that the position isa very difficalt
tee, that you will have many troubles, much anxiery, an* thatthe
imacher’s position is one of Jabor, and yet, on the other hand, there
smuch that is :greeable in » teacher’s life. Were yon t ask me
i I had to commence my career over again, and were permitted

the choice of an avocation, whether I would follow the same pro.
fesaion, 1 would answer.,in the affirmative, for I have derived very
many pleasures from it. But there are one or two points I wish to
bring before you as an old teacher. And in the tirst place, you
must bear in mind that you must begin your course in a spirit of
Frnyer : you must begin it with a firm reliance on Divine aid to
telp you 10 do your duty. The teacher who has an overweening
reliance on his own abilities, 15 most generally unsuccessful, or if
he appears to be successful and gain public confidence, still it will
be fonnd that in the end his teachiug was not productive of good.
There is another point to which [ would draw yourattention, namely,
personal appearance. 1do not hke 1o see a teacher gaudily attired.
A showy teacher is o most objectionable person. If I wished to
excite attention by this means, I would seek higher notice. The
astonishment of juvenile minds would not be a sufficient recom-
Fense for agreat outlay s personal adornment. And then as regards
anguage, as regands the tone of voice ; all these influences have
to be concidered ; and if you have not gentleness, if you have not
kindness of character, seek i, and your work will be a successfull
one in proportion, as you treat with love and gentleness those who
are under you. There 18 still another matter. In Canada there is a
great mixture of society in the common schools: there are the
children of the rich, and the children of the poor, and you must
be very careful 10 make no distinction between them. ~Children
are exceedingly sharp in detecting the shightest shade of difference
in their treatment, sceming to have more power of reading the
faces of thoses over then, even then adults, So a little chiid will
see at once if you make any distinctions, or show any ‘paninlity,
and you may depend vpon it that by so doing, you will fose the
respect and love of the children, and that love is the teacher’s
greatest boon. I now wish you every success in hfe, and much
prosperity, and it will always give me great pleasure in after years
10 hear of your well doing, and that you have a!l been successfull
m your course through life. [Loud applause.]

Professor Robins was next called upon to address the assembly.
He said :—Ladies and Gentlemen,—In the few remarks that '}
mtend to offer to the students, I address myself esyecially to those
who are about to leave these halls, { feel that if I could express
clearly and distinctly the many thouglas, and feelings, thet I have
in coiicection with your leaving this ‘institution, I should be able to
make a speech worth hearing, for I have the treasured expenence
of m=ny months to draw vpon if I could, but my mind seems 10
be disarranged, in a state of chaos and confusion which makes it
mmpnossible for me to make you an address as I once had it, so that
if there be some little apparent iucoherence and want of connec-
tion in what I haveto say you will kindly excuse it. One thing 1
know, I intended 10 congratulate you, and f do it with al. my heart,
in the termination of the labors of the pa-t session, and I know it
has been 2 hand strain on your intellectual and physical faculties.
I knotw there must havs been moments when you have almost felt
overcome with weariness, and I know thut there must have been
many season, when but for the strong controlling sense of duty,
you would have been inclined to neg ¢c your studies, 1o lay aside
your books, and 1o take the relaxation you wished for, I am happy
10 be able to bear testimeny ta the general faithininess of this class,
and I can say, that if some considerable experience in connection
with the Normal Schools, and the most careful observation during
the whole period of the session gives me the right to speak, 1 can
say without fear of contradiction, that but seldom have there any
class of ladies of such number as thie gone forth better preparcd to
fulfil the duties for which they have been in training. 1 congra-
tulate you on the termination of our labors. I congratulate you on
the termination of the examinations which you have just paseed,
for it is no light 1hing 1o be enzaged for 2 fortnight in the answer-
ing of examination papers as difficult as some of ourswere ; and 1
feel that the anxieties connected with these examinations, their
length, and their difficulty, have all tokt agamnst your physical
health, and that vigorous tone of feeling which I know usually
charactetizes you 5 and I rejoice that the “vacation is approaching,
for your sake as well as my own, because I think that a few day’s
relaxation and exercise in the open air, and {he coneratularions of
friends, will do much 10 vestore the flush of health to yecor pale
cheeks. and produce that tone of mmind which is necessary. Icon-
gratulate you, too, on the results which you have yourselves indi-
vidually obtained, 1 congr.iulate you upon the effects of the tiain-
ing of this institution, upon which account 1 know that you go forth
to perform the duties of life stronger than when you entered this
inatitution. T am confident that the intercouse we have held
together has done much 1o develop your innate strength; and 1
have no dovbt fhat you_ will féel stronger in the conflict of life

when ‘you think of the many difficulties that have been ovércome
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during the course of the last sossion. I feel that I shonld congra-
tulate you on the result of the examination, in that so many of you
have taken diplomas, a larger number of diplomas having been
givou this session than auy? ever remember, here or elsewhore,
sn proportion to the number of pupils; and I think these diplomas
have been well deserved, and that we shall never have reason to
regred having distributed them ay we have done. 1 have one word
more to say. The pain which I feel at parting with you is greater
than I once thought I should be able to suffer on such an occasion.
But I feoi that the more ofien [ have to part from a class of
students, the more deeply painful do I fuel the separation, because
1t is no easy or light thing for me to become attached {o new ac-
quaintances, [ know that this must always be so in this changeable
world—I know we cannot hope here to take up an abiding place
—1 know as long as we live in this world, we shall have 1o 1oil
onward through the heat, through 1he dust, through the labor of
years, until God, in his mercy, shall give us rest in the grave.
Still the feeling that this must be so, does not, to any extent,
alleviate the pain I feel in parting with this division. Especially
is this the case in regard to the senior division, I shall here meet
again many of the junior division, and shall renew with them the
acquaintance commenced in this session ; but with those who now
go fosth with highest honors it i3 in our power to bestow, there is no
such consolation. Some of us may meet again, but for many of us
this is the last meeting, and there will never again be an oppost-
unity to manifest our sympathy with each other in times of trial
and afiliction, until we count up the experiences of a lifetime in a
world beyond the grave. Allow me to say, in conclusion, that I do
heartily welcome 10 the position of teachers those who are now to
take upon them the position of legaily qualified teachers. I know
that you are worthy rivals with us’ in the race we .. about to run
together, and I know that I shall welcome yon yet more beanily
when you have grappled with difficulties when y~  native strenght
has bcen brought forth, when you have shown that you will not
yield for one moment in the straight, unswerving path of duty.
And if you go forth with a firm reliance in divine aid to aid you in
your course, f know that you will not be varquished, but that you will
overcome all obstacles in the conflict of lile—I know that you will
show yourselves worthy ol the place to which we have considered
you worthy of being assigned, and that 1n future years we will be
cnabled to lock back with pride on the labors of this past session.
(Loud applause.)

Principal Dawson, before the Diplomas were awarded, spuke
as follows:—I have much pleasure in announcing that forty-six
pupils of this school have passed the examinations, and now appear
as candidates for diplomas—eighteen for the Model School dipﬁm»:
aud twenty-eight for that for ETementaty Schools.
young ladxes,?i younF men. 20 are from Moutréal, 26 from other
pans of Canada. Of those who have not received the diploma,
nine have been promoted to the senior class of next session.
Several of those who have not obtained the diplomas are pupils of
ability and indusiry, but who from want of previous preparation,
illuess, or other causes, were unable to avail themselves fully
of the benefits of the echool. I have, however, on this as on past
occasions considered it my duty to the school and to the public,
not to recommend for diplomas any who did not appear likely to be
thoroughly efficient teachers. 1 shall read the names in the order
of ment, with the distinctions earned by the several students.

The following is the list :

DIPLOMAS FOR M: DEL SC1100S.

Maria Johnson, Hatley (Stanstead)—Prizes in Geography, Men-
suration, Geometry, Algebra, French ; Honble mention in Arith-
metic, Chemistry, History, Mensuration, Geometry, Pencil, Draw-
ing ; Honble ention in Algebra. Lou:sa Webster, Montreal—
Prize in Grammar; Honble mention in Botany and French. Mary
J. Reynolds, Waterloo—Prizes in History and Chemistry; Honble
mention in Geography and Grammar. Elizabeth T. Simmers,
Montreal—Prizc in Botany ; Ionble mention in Arithmetic, Men-
suration, Geometry, Chemistry, Algebra, History, Geography. Lucy
H. Derrick, Lacolie—Prize in Education. Melissa DeGolyer, Mon-
tical—Honble mention in Mensuration, Geometry, Landscape Draw-
ing. Hannah Bell, Montreal. Elizabeth Chalmers, Montreal—
Prize in Education. Eliza Couch, Montreal. Mary E. Roach,
Montreal—Prize in Chalk Drawing. Emily Dunming, Dunham.
Louisa Tracy, Montreal. Isabella Biythe Comwall—Houble men-
tion in Landscape Drawing. Frances Llo&’d, Qoebec.  Margarst
Drysdale, Montreal—Honble mention: in Chalk Drawing. Klice
Finlay, Dunham. Oliver Warren, Granby.

DIPLOMAS FOR RLEMENTARY SCHOOLS.
Lamira Hermrick, Granby—Prizes in History, Algebra, Education

]

Of these 43 aie ]

(2ud), Zoology ; Honble mention-in Grammar, Atithwetie, Agricul
tural Chemistry. Mary J. Hardy, Esquesing, C. W.—Prizes in
Grammar, Education (Ist), Agricultural Chemistry : Honble men.
tion in Algebra, Zoology, Penctl Drawing. Margaret Gill, Mon-
treal—Prizes in Arithmetic, Natural Philosophy ;K‘Honble mention
in Geography, Algebra, Geometry, Drawing from Nature. Carolne
Arnold, Moutreal— Prize in Geography ; Honble mention m Gram-
mar. Mary J. Ross, Lachine. Margery McEwen, St. Amlrews—
Honble mention in History, Geography. James Wilson, Montrea)
—Prizes in Aritlunetic, Geometry ; Honble mention in Zoology.
Ellen McOwat, Lachute—Pnzo in Geometry ; Honble mention m
Landscape Drawing. Isabella Middlemiss, Montreal. Maxy Wint.
nev, Isle-aux-Noix. Sarah Vosburgh, Montreal, Margery Balla-
tyne, Napanee, C. W. Susanna McLauren, S. Plantagenet.  Jane
Anmn Peddre, St. Michael—Honble mention in History. Agues
O'Grady, Montreal—Prize in French. Ehza Jane Baruett, Mon.
treal—Honble mention in Anthmetic. Louisa Costingan, Plula-
delphia, U. S,.—Ditto Pencil Drawing. Alice Hall, Oxtord. Mar
Schutt, Lacolle. John Melody, Galway, Ircland—Honble mentn
in Geometry. Margaret McDonald, Montreal—Ditto History, Fizure
Drawing. Janet Grant, Montreal—Ditto Zoology. Maigaret Clar,
Lachute. Isabella Dalgleish, Port Neuf. Mary Willock, Montreal.
{sabella Hallicay, Rawdon. Jessie Patterson, Huwtingdon.

PROMOTED TO SENIOR DIVISION.

Frances Clark, Margaret Creighton, Masy Jane Condon, Isabelia
Mack, Mary McMillan, Frances Mitchell, John McLaren. Houbte
mention in Arithmetic, Alice McLeilen. Honble mention in Chalk
Drawing, Catherine Millar.

Having read the list, the learned principal poceeded :—I may
state, in presenting these young gersons to receive the reward for
which they have striven, all of them for one year some of them for
two years, that they have passed a thorough and severe course of
mental discipline and of practice in teaching. They have acquired
much, and have leamed how to learn as well ag how toteach. They
are not young persons with raw or undisciplined minds, just escaped
from school, or too lazy to earn their bread by the labour of ther
hands, and qualified to teach Ly the shot process of an hour’s
questioning by examiners, they have testified, by their long and
patient labour here, that they have really desired to gain for them-
selves those acquisitions and that training which may enable them
to perform well the work of the high and responsibl., nay loly
socation in wich they are to engage. They have, too, by then
conduct here, shown that they possess, the moral qualifications of
the teacher, else they would not have appeared to-day to receive
diplomas at your hands. Iwmay add that in the case of those who
s.and high on our list, the position 1o which they have attained test-
jes to more than ordinary nawral ability and puwers of application.
What [ now must earnestly desire for these trained teachers, is
that they may have the opportunity of doing that good for which
their studies here fit them; that no namrow prejuﬁices, no mean
jealousies, no paltry economy, may prevent their being speedily
employed as tcachers. In so far as my recommendation may te
received, I have no hesitation in assuring you and this audience,
that the children who may be placed under the care of those young

rsons will have reason to be thankful for the establishment of the

cGill Normal School. 1 would only farther say, that we are des
rous that the advantage of the McGill Normal School chould b
more extensively appreciated. Not that we have not a sufficiert
number of pupils, for our classes have been full; but we e
desirous to attract pupils, from the more distant localities; we are
desirous to secure the best intellect of the country; and we ar
desirous to altract a large number of young men.” We wish to
have a large choice, that we may receive from every locality oaly
those who are best adapted for the work. We ask, too, your ad
aud patronage in aid of the young persons who go forth with
diplomas that they may obtain the best situations as teachers. |
have again, =3 usual, to express my entire satisfaction with the
manner in which the professors and other officers of the schoo
have perform: their arduous labours. Where all are so efficien),
it would be invidious to give other than general commendation.
I shall only refer to a few changes in our staff—Miss McCracken,
whose admirable management of the Girls> Model School gave it
from the first a very high character, has unfortunately been lid
aside by illness, but hopes to resume her work at the beginning o
next session. In the meantime, witha little aid and advice from Prof.
Robins and Mr. McGregor, two of our own former pupils, Mis
Evrett, and Miss Bell have sustained the usefulness and character
of the school. Qur new Primary Department has worked, on the
whole, well under the care of Miss Hutchinson, another of o
former pupils but its Jate opening and other circumstances incidental
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to the commencement of such an effort have prevented it Irom
coming up to the point of excellence, which, we hope, it will attain
m next sesston.  Our union with the Model School of the Colenial
Church and School Society of Bonaventure Street has been most
satisfactory in its working and results, I think it further my duty
to say that, in the depariment of musical instruction, Mr. Fowler
has given to the school an amount of time aud attention teasured
not by the remuneration which he recetves but by lus devetion to
his own art. I have again to express our hearfelt thanks to those
of the city clergy who have given their ime and labour to our classes
i rehigious instruction. 1 am sure that their labours n this little
flock, gathered from so many places, and now to be scattered about
to form themind of Young Canada, will not be without their reward.

After closing his address, Principal Dawson proceeded to call
out the names of those to whom diplomas had been awarded, and
as the successful candidates came forward one by one, they received
their well-earned diplomas from the hands of Judge Day. Some
of them, especiatly the more juvenitle ones, being greeted with loud
applause.

P rofessor Fowler than called vpon two of his pupils, Miss Web-
ster and Miss Barnet, to play a duet on the }nano, with accom-
paniment on the violin, and as before, the performance was maost
excellent. Miss Tracy and Miss Bell then sang a duet from. ¢ 1)
Flauto Magico,*® after which ¢ Perfilda Clori # was sung by the
two last young ladies, with Miss Roach and Miss Con(ﬁn, all of
which was a stilt further proot of the ability and care with which
they had been taught,

Miss Roach then delivered the following valedictory.

Myr. President, Ludies and Gentlemen,~We bid you welcome,
feeling, as we do, that it is the interest which youtake m this
noble nstitution and the cause of education, which brings you here
this alternoon to learn the results of the past session. %uring the
last y ar we have been engaged within these walls in sowing the
seeds which shall spring up alter many days, and whose fruns, in
after years, will cause Canada to rejoice, and her children to bless
the day in which this institution was plauted in their midst. To
you, onr highly-esteemed Principal, we bid farewel), at the same
time returning our most heartfelt acknowledzments for the ceaseless
solicitude and kind consideration which you have ever evinced
towards those beneath your care. The students of the closing ses-
sion will ever remember you with respect as a man, admiration as
a scholar, and affection as a teacher. Loved teachers! we must
part—but how shall we say farewell. Never, till we were called to
sever 1t, did we realise the strength of the tie which bound us to
you. Often must we have seemed careless, almost indifferent, to
ggur many kindnesses—with what deep regret do we now remem-

¢ our thoughtlessness. But it is uscless now 10 express aur sor-
10w ; nor will we attempt, in words to thank you for 'your counsels
and your forbearance—rather let the remembrance of it nerve our
encrgies 10 go forth to that work for which you have so faithfully
and well done your part to preparc us.  We will try so to perform
that work that 1its results may retucu to you laden with thanks. Aud
now, 100, we must take leave of each other, though our hearts cry-
ovt against it—from some, for a time ; from 1nany, perhaps for ever.
We have travelled together but a little w v ap the steep of science,
yet our intercourse and friendly emulatio. aave often beauiled it of
iis difficulties.  Many a time have these Lalls rung with the merry
sympathy of all for the happiness of ofle, and as often witnessed the
mingling of our short-lived sorrows.  Bul our paths diverge. Our
life duties are before us. Yet, when these are done, perhaps we
may meet. Let it Le our earnest endeavour that we shall mcet—
both with each other and our beloved—where the shadow of no
maning hour will darken our joy—at home in Heaven !

C. Dunkin, Esq., M. P. P,, then took the stand, and spoke as
follows :—

Mr. Chairman, Ladies and Gentlemen,—All that I may be able
ta say on this occasion, could have beenso much more properly said
Ly you, thatreally 1 should have been glad on xome accounts to have
been excused from the duty assigned Tome.  $till I caanot pretend
to be at all unwilling to say a few words. I can har)ly help looking
lack in thought, and I dare say you do <o too, Sir, 1o 2 period hanlly
sixyearsago,when the Board of Governors of this University firstmade
overtares 1o the Governmnent of the Province suggesting the course
of Normal School policy, which has been with some s?ight altera-
tion adopied, and which is now 11 progress. If we had been then
told that the overture which we then made with a great deal of
donbt, but still under the feeling that doubtful or not doubtful, it was
our business to make it, would fiave resulted as it has—in our hav-
tng now sent out thiee classes of teachers from this school, and that

L4

for three consecutive sessions this school has been carned on under
such excellent teachers, and with so much of happy results, we
should hardly have believed the prophecy so to have been made to
us. The peculiar feature of two of the normal schools of Lower
Canada, and especially of this Normal School, is that it forms a
branch of a University, that it is under the direct controlof a Bourd,
possessing all the recognized privilegos of a Umversity. Theroare
many difliculues to be ovorcome in a new country in carrying on the
work of education, aund this can only be done by raising to the utinost
elementary and mode! education of all the people. And we think that
wedo » very important partof our task in undertaking the bugmess of
teaching those who will teach in Elementary aud Model Schools. We
hope, t0o, at no very distant day, to educate those who will be teachers
of Academies proper, und we will do it yust as soont as Provincial or
private liberality will give us the means; but unnl then no hope
can be realized. We havo every right 1o congratulate ourselves
and you upon what we have done. We have secured the services
of the very best teachers we could find for you, and I think you are
all satisfied of the fact at all events, wo are prelty certain of it
One of those gentlemen, Prof, Hicks, was selected “as the most ac-
complished master that we could secure here, of what I may call
the English Training School system, and as_having here aiready
roved his entire fitness for the Tost we assigned him. Another,
rofessor Robins (I trust the gentlemen I name will not feel their
modesty shocked at the necessity of 50 naming them) was certified
to us to be the best man whom the school authorities of Upper Ca-
nada could designate as the representative of their system'; and he
has here shown himself worthy of the recommendation. The teac-
hers of our Model Schools were secured on the faith of the same
assurance, and with the same result. The gentlemen whose ins-
truction you have enjoyed in French in Diawing, and in Music, are
all teachers than whom better cannot be found. = And for the Prin-
cipal of your school, Principal also of the University, you well know
his rank ut once as a2 man of science and as an educationist, even
among those who in either capacity rauk at high,and your privilege
in having been instructed by such teachers, in having taken part in
an institotion of which they are the honoured heads, and the res-
ponsabilities which fall upon you are by no means hight. Quite fa-
tely, during the last session of parliament, something has been done
—not much, but still something, I hope—towards developing the edu-
cational profession, for I like always to consider that teachers form
a branch of a profession, and in the days in which I was a teacher
myself I so regarded it. Something was done, I say, towards 1m-
proving the position of teachers. Among other matters, power was
iven 1o the School Commissioners in all parts of Lower Canada to
evy moneys for the maintenance of schols, without stint as te
amount. I dare say, however, they will not be too liberal to you.
At all eveuts, the Ministry has given to them the power to be just
as liberal as they can be induced to be. They have increased also,
almost doubled, the amount of money forthe erecticn of sclivo} build-
ings, and that, too, is some thing. There has also been another
change made in the law, which will give greater relative value
to the diplomas which furty-six of you have received to-day. Pre-
viously, any Board of Examiners conld give a centificate 1o thosc
who might pass a not very siringent examination, of cqual vale
with the diplemas yon received here, and of equal duration, amd in
this, there was a certain unfairness towands you. But in the last
session, the law was changed so that a certificate by any Board of
Examiners in Lower Canaca, is of force only within certain terrio-
rial limits, and 1n regand to certain schools named. in the cerificate,
and only for a term of three years. Your diplomas give the right
to be received as teachers throughout the whole of Lower Canada,
and, if you do not forfeit the privilege, during your whole lives.
Young ladies and young gentlemen, you will allow me ‘to address
to youa few words of advice, although you have been already
addressed by those who have spoken before me. You will allow
me to say a word or two as to the responsibility that rests upon you
as you go out into the world to become teachers. You must re-
member that it rests very much with yormselves to repay the Justi-
tution aud the Province for ail that they have dene for you. If
you, by your judicions conduct, high character, capacity as teachers,
and success—if you recommend the institution of which you are
the producuion, so to speak, you will have done something 1o repay
the institution for what it has done.  And in the daily discharge of
your duty, every child whom you teach,—every young person to
whom you communicate more of the power and wish to leamn,—
every individual whose character yon help 10 mend for zoad, you
are benefitting not only yourselves, not only the individual pupil
whom you teach, but yon will have done much to serve your conn-
try because this country of Canada is, after all, nothing more ot
less than the aggregate of those who inhabit 3, and the children
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whoss minds you help to form are those who will grow up to be
the men and women of Canada. I dont want to flatter you, .but [
do think that the duty you have to do is one of the most responsible
and most importaut that a human being can be called upon.to-per-
form. The doctor takes care of the body, and ought to do something
in other respects. The lawyer looks after men’s rights, and may
be of great use in aiding the right and preventing wrong, The
clergyman, tou, has opportunities tor doing a great deal of good,
but he hus to do principally with udult minds, which ate not a0
susceptible 1o new impressions. But the teacher has to deal with
the mind at the very time when it is most ductile, and when the
most lasting impressiou can be produced. If the teachers.of a
country are true to their vocation, if they seek not only to develope
the moral but the religious character of their pupils, such a class
of teachers is no amall blessing to the country that it adorns. 1
trust you will belong to this class, and, in behalt of the University,
I congratulate you very warmly on having entered npon the duties
of a teacher, and I trust you will do Lonor to yourselves, benefit to
your pupils, and service to your country. (Loud applause,)

‘Che principal then announced that the next session of the school
would open on thhe 15th day of September, when he expected to
have a larger number of applications than even during the past ses-
sion. Judge Day then invited any %emleman present who desired
to address the assembly, upon whic

John Dougall, Esq., arose and said :—that he had for many year
most earnestly longed to see this day, that till within a short time,
teachers in Canada were mostly broken down men, who, though
very clever, could not maintain themselves in any other profession,
but that now they were not only sending out better educated
teachers, but that they were training the people to desire better
teachers for their schools. He said that there were two kinds of
teachers. One kind whose labors, whose character, and whose
memory dwell in the minds and hearts and affections of their pupils
all through life; and another kind who might well be called ty-
rants 3 to whom their pupils thiuk they own no allegiance. He was
sorry to say that in former times this class was the numerous, but
now he could say that in the piresent day, the power of love in
teaching was much more universally tested and with very great
success.

The Rev. Dr. Wilkes next made a few remarks on what he and
some other elergymen bad done in giving religious instiuction to
the young people before them, and he was happy to be able to
bear testimony to their intellizence, not merely general, but in res-
pect to the Word of God. He hoped that all of the class of ¢t tyrant?
teachers might soun be displaced by such as the young ladies
before him, aud ended by giving them his earnest wishes for their
happiness and prosperity. .

‘The Rev. Kemp then arose 10 speak for a few minutes, stating
that it was his settled opinion, derived from experience, that young
ladies were better adapted toteacheven roughrnde boys, than young
men, and gave an instance of a school in which the teacher ba
for scholars boys of sixteen and eighteen years of age, and had
them completely under subjection, while no male teacher had ever
been able to remain in that school.

The National Anthem was then sung by all the pupils, Prof.
Fowler accompanying on the piano, after which the proceedings
were closed by prayer by the Rev. Dr. Wilkes.

Those who had taken diplomas remained, at the request of Judge
Day, and the prizes, conristing of a number of very valvable and
beautifully-bound books, were distributed by the teachers in an in-
formal manner.

We noticed among other sketches which adorned the walis of the
hall, a number of very beautiful chalk drawings which were worthy
of a more than passing notice, and are evidence of considerable
artistic talent on the part of those whose productions they are.

The occasion was altogether of a most interesting character, not
merely 10 the pupils and their friends, but also to all who take an
interest iun the great cause of education in this country, through
which the teachers here trained, will be scaitered broadcast to
discriminate the knowledge, and_the principles which have been
instilled into their own minds.—aontreal ferald.

Seventh Conference of the Associon of Teachers, within
the Limits of the Laval Normal School.

At an Assembly of the Membersof this institution, held Sarturday
28th May 1859, at the Laval Normal School, were present :

The Hoa. P. J. Chauvean, the Rev. Mr. Langevin; Mr. Octave
Biron, Mr. Inspector Burdy ; Meassrs. F. X. Jugeau, ¢ Dion, F. X,
Toussaint, N. Lacoste, A. Doyle, F. X. Gilbert, J. Labonté, Gr.
Lachance, C. Langlois, L. Roy, B. Pelletier, C. Dafresne, C. C6té,

C. Huot, P, Drolet, C. J, L. Lafrance and Messrs. the pupil-teachery
of the liorm_al- chool.

The procsedings of the Inst sitting having been read and adoptey
the association adopted a series of rules proposed and sanctioned
by the Council during its sitting in the forenoon.

Mr. Duftesne director of St. Michael College, read a long and

-interesting essay on Physiology and Anatomy, in which he described

the structure of the human frame in a clear and learned manner.

M. Lafrance read a paper on the Association of Teachers of the
the District of Quebec, founded in 1858,

The following subject was then discussed :

«Ave the prizes at public examinations of any wility, aud o
what extent are they useful ?” ‘

The caoference, after an annimated discussion adopted she follow-
ing couclisions of the Rev. Langevin. .

.—The avantages resulting from the distribution of pnzes a
public_examinations are: :
lo. To incite the children to learn ;

20. To recompense talent and application ;

30. To humble the slohtful, and thus waken them from their
torpaor ;

; .].To leave to children permanent tokens of their success at
school.

50. To propagate emulation in the parishes.

1I.—The dangers of these distributions ate:—

lo. To overexcite the ambition and self love of some children;

20. To raise jealousy and the murmurs of the parents; .

30. To discourage those who have not succeeded in obtaining
these recompenses ;

40. To put the municipalities 1o too heavy an expense.

1IL—RBut these are mere abuses, and prove nothing. They can
easiiy be avoidéd, by the following means:

lo. To put the children on their guard against that natural and
very common sentimet, pride ; .

20, Alwarsto be impartial in the conferring of prizes, and to
consider only the assiduity, the talent and the merit of the child.

30. To give a sufficient number of prizes, so that a certait
number of children may have the hope ot obtaining one. .

4o. Not tv give too a great number, and thereby lessen theit
value in the eyes of the acholars,

50, Inform the ansuccessful that they have acquired knowledge,
and have the satisfaction of having dune their duty.

6o. Not to give ton costly prizes, particularly in elementary
schools, making the children undét&lang that the honor of receiviog
a prize is greater by tar than the intrinsic value of the prize;

7o. The prizes to be the result of competitions taking place al
siated periods during the year. .

Inspector Bardy then read an essay on education,

Rev. Mr. Langevin, inscribed his name as continuing his course
of physic, Me ars. Lacasse & Pelletier promised a lecture for the
next conference. .

Mr. Juneau then proposed as a subject to be debated at the next
sitting : <¢ Whether corporal punishments should not be_abolished,
and to what extent they may be supplied by other punishmenms.”

The meeting thenadjourned. -
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