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MEMOIR OF OLINTHUS GREGORY, LL.D, F.R.A.S, &c., &c., &c

_ LATE PROTESSOR OF RKATHEMATICS IN THE ROYAL MILITARY COLLEGE or WOOLWICH.

WHILE we owe it no less to our readers
than to the memory of this inestimable
man, to offer in these pages a briefsketch
of the history of his life, we feel how
impossible it would be within such
. narrow limits to do any justice either to
his greatness or his goodness. All that
can be attempted is to indicate the more
prominent points of his public life, and
to attempt a brief delineation of his
character,
" Olinthus Gilbert Gregory was born of
respectable and intelligent parents at
Yaxley, in Huntingdonshire, on the
99th of January, 1774. e received his
early education under Mr. Richard
Weston, then master of a school in that
county, an able mathematician, and one
who appeared to have understood the
art of teaching in a degree very rare in
those days, and not exceedingly common
in these. Under his judicious superin-
tendence, Mr. Gregory remained for
ten or twelve years, and during this
period of ardent intellectual activity,
{aid the foundations of his future emi-
nence. At a very early age, intellectual
and literary tastes developed themselves
in his mind to a singular and precocious
degree.  Before he was fifteen years old,
he had aequainted himself with the
writings of some of our greatest philo-
sophers and poets, among whom may be
mentioned Bishop Berkeley and Locke,
‘Bhakspeare and Milton. Even at this
- early age, the young student spent whole

nights in the study of these authors, and
in the still more difficult investigations
of abstract science ; and by such severe
and premature labour he no doubt made
an impression upon his physical consti-
tution, which his own natural prudence
and the fond cares of others in after years
could never entirely efface.

Most men who take the trouble te
examine the history of their own minds,
will find that their most important and
lasting intellectual tendencies have been
determined by what appears to be acei-
dent. So it was with Dr. Gregory.
While engaged in mathematical inquiry,
and first employing himself publicly in
the solution of those mathematical pro-
blems which were currently proposed ir
the periodical literature of that day, a
passagefrom the ¢ Paradise Lost,” svhich
was accidentally cited in his hearing,
turned his attention to subjects at once
more subtle and more comprehensive,
His youthful mind, disciplined to close
and accurate thinking, plunged at once
into all the difficulties and abstrusenesses
of metaphysics. With the unchastened
fervour of youth, he strained his intellect
to comprehend and philosophize upon
the infinity of the nature and the eter-
nity of the existence of God. And,
though his maturer reason and his deeper
knowledge in after life may have led him
to smile at these excursions of his juve-
nile fancy, there is no doubt that these
early studies served to rescue him from
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the tyranny which mathematical and ] Mr. Gregory took up his residence at
physical science too often exercises over | Cambridge about the year 1798, and
the minds of students, and to qualify | there engaged for a short time in the
him for those still higher and better | produetion of a provincial paper. This
pursuits which have given him as dis- ! however he soon abandoned, and entered
tingnished a name in the intellectual | into business as a bookseller, connecting
and the Christian world, as his more | with it at the same time the duties of a
professional labours have conferred upon ; mathematical teacher. It was at this
him in the schools of science. - time that he first made the acquaintance
At nineteen years of age he published | of the celebrated Robert Hall, of whom
bis first work, entitled ¢ Lessons Astro- | he was through life a most endeared and
nomical and Philosophical, for the ‘ respected {riend, and, after the decease
Amusement and Instruction of British | of that extraordinary man, his biogra-
Youth.” The manuseript of this work | pher and the editor of his works.
was submitted by the young author to | The intercourse of two minds so pow-
the Earl of Carysfort, whose seat was in | erful, and yet so differently constituted,
the neighbourhood of his residence. | was of great importance to both, espe-
From his revision Mr. Gregory derived | cially as one of the carly results of their
some useful hints, and this little incident | intimacy was an arrangement to read
originated a cordial intimacy which con- | together on alternate mornings; Mr.
tinued until his lordship’s death. Gregory instructing his friend in mathe-
But one year afterwards, Mr. Gregory ; matics, while Mr. Hall took up the sub-
composed a treatise on the nature and ,Jject of metaphysics and intellectual
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the application of the sliding rule, the ’
manuseript of which he offered toa Lon- !
don publisher. As the work of an un-
known author, it was laid before the
celebrated Dr. Hutton. This circum- |
stance led to a correspondenee between
them which jssued in an intimate and
lasting friendship, and had a most im-
portant bearing upon Mr. Gregory's
futw.ce prospects.

About this time Mr. Gregory became
aequainted with some very distinguished
students of the University of Cambridge
(among whom was Mr. Copley, the pre-
sent Lord Lyndhurst), by whom he was
strongly urged to enter the university,
with a view to the reception of what are
called holy orders. ¢ DBut,” says an
anonymous writer, who has recently
written a sketch of Dr. Gregory's life in
a London paper, *‘certain seruples which
he entertained at that period induced
him to abandon all idea of becoming a
minister of the established church.”
'The truth hidden under this semewhat

mysterious statement is simply told.
However others may prostitute their
reagson and their conscience for the at-

tainment of wealth and rank, Dr. Gre- |

gory was through life far too great, far
too honourable, and far too good a man,
to peyjure bimself for the sake of either,

by swearing to dogmas which were alike ; success.
hiz conseience and | the writer to say more, his lasting afee-
! tion for e memory of Dr. Gregory will

d’-sapproveg by
scorned by his reason.

philosophy. The arrangement was sug-
gested by Mr. Hall, “*and to this pro-
posal,”” says Dr. Gregory, I gladly
consented; and it has long been my
persuasion, that the scheme flowed ina
great measure from his desire to call my
attention to general literature, and es-
pecially to the science of mind. Of
what utility all this was to Mr. Hall 1
cannot precisely say; but I can testify
that it was of permanent advantage to
his mathematical preceptor, who had
not previously formed the habit of tra-
cing apparent results to their founda-
tions: but who, from that period, pus-
sued science with a npew interest, kept

i his eye more steadily upon ultimate

principles, and learned to value such re-
searches quite as much for their intel
lectual discipline as for their practical
benefit.”

The mingled admiration and affection
entertained by Dr. Gregory for hic truly
illustrious friend, constituted one of the
most beautiful features in his character.
His conversation was never more ani-
mated or more interesting than when
the character of that distinguished man -
was the topic. After the death of Mr.
Hall, Dr. Gregory edited his works for
the henefit of his family. This service
he performed with great assiduity and
And while delicacy forbids
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not permit him to conceal, that this task,
undertaken amidst accumulated and
oppressive engagements, was performed
with a disinterestedness which was
worthy of the fine sensibility and ample
benevolence of his nature. A memoir

-

{
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appointed.  I'rom that period, his great
abilities as a mathematician had a wider
theatre for their developement.  And, in
1821, he was promoted tc the professor’s
chair. Thhis position he filled for many
years with the most distinguished sue-

cess, and had the happiness of ranking
volume of his works, from the pen of | among his pupils and his friends, many
Dr. Gregory, which is gertainly one of | whose subsequent distinetion has fully
the happiest of his published produe- | attested the value of his instruetions,
tions, It evinces the most thorough | Shortly after his removal to Woolwich,
knowledge of Mr. Hall's character, and ; he received from Mareschal College,
is so full of tenderness, mingled with | Aberdeen, the degree of M.A.; and
admiration, that none who had the in- | subsequently was presented from the
tellect to appreciate the subject, or the | same quarter with the diploma of Dac-
heart to sympathize with the biogra- ! tor of laws.
pher, can peruse it without decp emo-{ 1In tfle midst, however, of the multifa-
tion. l rious scientific engagements of Dr. Gre-
But the scantiness of the space which ! gory, he was not unmindful of higher
can be afforded to these memoirs, com- | and more important subjects. And, in
pels the writer to hurry from a part of | the year 1811, he published his justly
his narrative which he counld enrich with | celebrated Letters on the evidences, doc-
aneedote, and on which hie would dwell | trines, and duties of the Christian rveli-
with delight, to a brief sketch of Dr, | gion. Itisnot too much to say, that
Gregory's literary and scientific carcer. | this is one of the soundest and most val-
In the year 1801, he wrote his admir- | uable works upon the subject that Eng-
able treatise on astronomy, which he | lish literature can boast. TIts circulation
dedicated to his friend Dr. Hutton; and i in Great Britain, India, and America,
in the following year commenced his | has been very extensive; and the letter
connexion with the Stationers’ Company, | on mysteries, and that on the divinity of

of Mr. Hall was prefixed to the sixtn

all whose almanaes, we believe, he sub-
sequently edited. About the same time
he undertook the editorship of an Ency-
lopdia of arts and sciences, known by
the name of the Pantologia. This work
was published in twelve thick and closely
printed volumes, and more than haif the
articles it contains were written by Dr.
Gregory himself. Its publication com-
menced in the year 1808, and closed in
1813. In the midst of the preparation
of this voluminous work, Dr. Gregory
composed his celebrated treatise on
Mechanies, in three octavo volumes,
the first edition of which appeared in
1806. This work has passed through
numerous editions; it is extensively
used in England and America,, and,
through a German translation, has
been introduced to the continental uni-
versities,

. It i3 necessary here to notice one most
important incident in Dr. Gregory’s his-
tory. The enlargement of the Royal
Military Academy at Woolwich, occa-
sioned the creation ofa new mathematical
mastership, to which, through the infin-
ence of Dr. Hutton, Mr. Gregory was

| the Saviour, have been translated into
the Irench langanage, and widely circu-
lated in France, The usefulness of this
admirable book, in the reclamation of
infidels, and the conversion of persens
previously indifferent to the great truths
of the Christian religion, doubtless af-
forded to its author more real happiness
than his high and well-earned fame could
bestow. It was elaborately reviewed at
its first appearance in many of the pe-
riodical works of the day, but in none
with more fidelity, and power, and
beauty, than in the Eclectic Review, by
his friend Mr. Hall. In 1816, Dr, Gre-
gory gave to the world his work on plane
and spherical trigonometry; and in the
following year accompanied M. Biot and
Captain Colby to the Shetland Islands,
in order to make some astronomical ob-
servations, and experiments with pendu-
lums, for the purpose of determining the
figure of the carth. In the further pros.
ecution of these efforts of seientific enter-
prise, Dr. Gregory united himself with
elevenothergentlemen, in the foundation
of the Royal Astronomical Socicty of
London, to which he filled thz office of
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seeretary, until severe illness compelled
him to relinquish its duties.

In the summer of 1834, this excellent
man was visited with an affliction, from
the cffects of which he probably never
entirely recovered, in the loss of his eld-
est son, Mr. Boswell Gregory, who was
aceidentally drowned in the Thames.
Br. Boswell Gregory was a young man
of considerable abilities, accomplished
eduoation, of a most amiable disposition,
and possessed of a degree of soundness
of judgment and solidity of character far
beyond his years. Hence Dr. Gregory
appeared to regard him with the consi-
deration due to a valued friend,gpo less
than with the affection of a father. In-
deed, the natural humility which consti-
tuted so beautiful a feature in the cha-
racter of Dr. Gregory, seems to have
been still farther deepened amidst the
sacred sorrows of a parent, and it was
most affecting to hear the vererable
mourner alluding to his deceased son as
his *“ counsellor.” It was the privilege
of the writer of this brief sketeh to visit
his beloved and revered friend for a day
or two, very shortly after the occurrence
of this desolating calamity; and he can
never forget, nor ever call to mind
without emotion, the deep but dignified
sorrow of this inestimable man, nor the
beautiful gleams of consolation which
shone through the tears of parental dis-
tress, from those bright hopes and truths
which he has so invaluably developed to
others.

Intense and long-continued intellee-
tual labor at length so far impaired the
health of Dr. Gregory, that in June,
1838, he was compelled to resign the
professor's chair at Woolwich. Upon
this painful oceasion, he delivered a
farewell lecture at the College, which
was immediately published, and which
is doubtless regarded by those who en-
joyed the privi?ege of his instructions as
an invaluable legacy, while the occasion
can surely never be forgotten by those
admiring friends of Dr. Gregory (chiefly
military officers residing at Woolwich)
who obtained access to the lecture-room.
Of the lecture itself nothing more need
be said, than that it is 2 most beautiful
transeript alike of the intelleet and the
heart of its author., On occasion of the
dactor’s resignation, the gentlemen ca-
dets did themselves the honour to make
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him a most tasteful and valuable present
of plate. Since his resignation of office,
Dr. Gregory has published a very valu-
able little work entitled Hints to
Teachers.

‘Engagements so laborious, important,
and diversified, as those in which Dr.
Gregory has been engaged for more than
thirty years, have acquired for him an
extended celebrity and influence, not
only in his own, but also in foreign
countries. They have also induced
many learned bodies to enrol him among
their honorary members. Among these
are, the Academy of Dijon, the Literary
and Philosophical Society of New York,
the Historieal Society of New York, the
Literary and Philosophical Societies at
Cambridge and Bristol, the Institution
of Civil Engineers, the Parisian Statisti-
cal Society, and others. About eight
years ago he also had the honour of
being appointed, by his late Majesty, one
of a board of fourteen men of science
who were constituted visitors of the
Royal Observatory at Greenwich, In
addition to the works already notieed,
Dr. Gregory has edited new editions of
Joyce's Scientific Dialogues; of Lobb's
Contemplative Philosopher; some of
Dr. George Gregory’s works ; and, sub-
sequently, superintended the English
edition of Bishop M‘Ilvaine’s Evidences
of Christianity. He has also published,
Mathematics for Practical Men; and
memoirs of his friend, the late Dr. John
Mason Good.

Within the last twelve months Dr.
Gregory suffered two or three paralytic
seizures; the last so severe as to leave
no hope of his recovery. During this
fatal illness the intellectual facalties of
the sufferer were much obscured through
the effects of his disease, but to the last
his expressive countenance was lighted
up with the mild and sunset radiance
of serenity and peace. On the 2nd of
February last he exchanged the scene
of his invaluable labours for that of his
eternal reward.

In his religious opinions Dr. Gregory
was a Dissenter and a Baptist,* and was
for many years in communion with the
Baptist church in Maze Pond, South-
wark. Though the tenets referred to
were immovably fixed in his creed, and

* Dr. Grogory was baptized by Mr. Hall, at Cam-
bridge, in 1797 or 1798,
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adopted after most extensive research
and patient thought, yet no man ever
held them with more pure and genial
catholicity of feeling. To every man
who held and practised the great prin-
ciples of the gospel, to whatever denom-
ination he might belong, Dr. Gregory
was ever ready to offer the right hand
of fellowship.

To abservers who were but partially
acquainted with Dr. Gregory, thissingu-
lar liberality of sentiment, under the in-
fluence of which he very often attended
the worship of the established church,
may perhaps seem to have savoured of
laxity. Those, however, who knew him
more intimately, must be aware that no
man was ever more thoroughly imbued
than he with the love of his principles
generally, and especially of those which
had reference to civil and religious lib-
erty.

It is difficult to delineate the character
of Dr. Gregory withont appearing to be
guilty of somewhat extravagant eulogy.
In the ranks of science he occupied a
foremost place: but, with his distin-
guished scientific attainments, he united
a depth of theological knowledge which
will connect his name, in the memory
of posterity, with those illustrious men
who have dedicated to the Christian re-
ligion the best fruits of that genius which
hasadorned theircountryand enlightened
the world. Dr. Gregory has made, in-
deed, the most important contributions
to the scientific literature of the present
age; bhut from these we turn with a
pleasure which mitigates our pensive
regrets at his irreparable loss, to those
efforts by which he has sought to estab-
lish and commend the grounds of the
Christian faith, by which he has rebuked
the prevalent infidelity of the scientific
world, and shown alike in his writings
and his character, that the severest stu-
dies of philosophy are beautifully con-
sistent with all the graces of the Chris-
tian religion.

As a politician, Dr. Gregory was libe-
ral, without asperity; as a theologian,
he was sound, without rancour; as a
controversialist, he exhibited a union
worthy of all imitation, of firmness in
the defence of truth, with that enlight-
ened candour which knew how to spare,
ifnot to love, ingenuous error. As a
man, and as a friend. he exhibited a rare
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combination of wisdom, frankness,
and affection. By the writer of this
brief sketch, and by many others who
enjoyed his intimacy, his death is
mourned with almost filial sorrow. To
such it may indeed afford some sort of
consolation to reflect, that but few losses
can ever be suffered by them which
they will find it so difficult, so impossi-
ble, to repair.

— Baptist Magazine. C. R E.

—tl——
THE CHRISTIAN RACE.

“ So run that you may obtain."—1 Cor. ix. 24,

Paul seems to have been pre-eminent
among the Apostles for practical wis-
dom. One cannot but see while reading
his history and his writings, that while
he was harmless as 2 dove, he excelled
in the wisdom of the serpent, that while
his ends were noble and praiseworthy,
the means he adopted for compassing
them were admirably chosen. His ever
wakeful vigilance enabled him to turn to
advantage, what persons of less discern-
ment and prudence could not profit by.
He was ever alive to those considerations
of time and of circumstances, which it is
the part of wisdom alone properly to es-
timate. He could, without temporizing,
vary the matter and manner of his ad-
dresses as the varying habits, views, and
feelings of his hearers demanded, and so
accommodate his measures to the exi-
gencies of the season, as best to effect
his purpose. In the synagogues of the
Jews, he spoke as one deeply versed in
their Seriptures and traditions, and
sought to convince them out of their
own authorities; while in the assembly
of the shrewd and polished Athenians,
he spoke as a philosopher, and supported
his deetrines by referring to first prin-
ciples, and quoting the words of a poet.

The apostle strikingly displayed his
practical wisdom when he was arraigned
before the Jewish court—then he dex-
terously, but justly, availed himself of
the religious differences and animosities
of the assembly, by setting the rival sects
ofthe Pherisees and Sadduceesat variance
among themselves, and thus disuniting,
and weakening the force of the enemy.
Again and again, he turned to a wise
account the privilege he enjoyed,of being
a Roman citizen. The sight of an altar
with the inseription. ¢“to the unknown
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God,” furnished him with an opportu- |

THE CHRISTIAN RACE.

1. The Christian must run in the pre«

nity to expose the ignorance and folly ! seribed course.

of idolatry, and to offer the information

The place in which the footrace ard

of which the want was so_publicly re- | most of the games were performed, wag
corded. Among the Gentiles he taught | 5 gerrace of earth, enclosed on each side

and practised a disregard of Hebrew
rites and customs, but in Jerusalem, he

sucrifices. This view of Paul’s character
—his readiness to adapt himself to cir-
cumstances, is fully borne out by the
account he gives of himself in this chap-
ter :—¢* Unto the Jews, I became,” &e.
We see too in the very passage from
which theclauseis taken, how he adapted
his instructions to the peculiar customs
that were familiar to the Corinthians,
‘“Far ye know that,” &e. This is one
of that class of passages, which contain
an illusion to the gymnuastic exercises
and games, that were celebrated among
the Greeks.
contests, in which the inhabitants exer-
cised their strength and agility; but
besides these local and ordinary exhi-
bitions, there were four public und more
solernn games to which all Greece was
wont to resort.
Olympie, the Pythian, the Nemean and
the Isthmian; which were so called after

the names of the places in which they .

were held. The Isthmian games were
held on the Isthmus of Corinth, and
consequently must have been well known
to the inhabitants of that city. Of this
circumstance the apostle as a wise mas-

ter builder, avails himself in writing to

the Corinthian church, for in addressing
them it was natural for him to allude to
these contests and borrow from thence
such illustrations as would explain and
confirm his argument. As they were
so familiar with the exertions and suc-
cesses of those who contended for honors

in the games of the Isthmus, he takes .

oceasion to speak of their Christian
calling as & race which demanded their

zeal and their energies, and in which
they could not succeed without being '

careful and using constant effort. ¢ So
run that ye may obtain.”” Consider

1. The conditions of successful run-
ning.

II. The inducements so to run.

1. The conditions of successful run-
ning, or how must the Christian run so
43 to obtain ? .

. by a high bank.
2 ,out 1 ! . yards or the eighth of a Grecian mile i
submitted to purification, and offered " s .

Almost every city had its

These four were the -

It was about 200

ength, and thence acquired the name of

the Stadium. It is said moreover that
in the Stadium, the race-course was
marked out by lines from the starting
- place to the goal (Phil. iii. 16.), and
that those who ran out of the space
50 included did not contend lawtully.
. Hence it appears that it was necessary
! for the racers in order to carry off the
}prize, to keep within the preseribed
i bounds. Their agility and swiftness,
i however great and untiring, could not
I of themselves ensure success; but con-
i stant eare was required not to transgress
the limits while they endeavoured to pass
and outrun each other.

So it is necessary for the believer to
follow the course marked out for lis
- feet, ** To run the race which is set
before him.”” His course is one of faith
and holiness, and consists in a series
of acts of devotion and gudliness,—of
repentance toward God and faith in
Christ. He is to go on in the dis-
charge of holy duties, and the cultiva-
tion of spiritual graces, abounding in
the work of faith, the labor of love, and
the patience of hope. He may be
" tempted to proceed in a track of his own
beating-—a way that is right in his own
eyes; and sordid interest may prefer
another direction, or suggest expedients
for lessening the labour of running:

but any such deviations must endanger -

his success. It is to his peril, chat the
* believer wanders from the course which
it is the design and glory of the Serip-
tures to mark out, for they are the rule
by which he is to go; ‘‘and as many as
' walk according to this rule, peace be
upon them, and merey.” The Secrip-
tures state clearly in what direction, and
within what limits he is to run, and the
footsteps uf others who have gone before,
tend still more clearly to point out the
right way. *Thus saith the Lord,
stand ye in the ways, and see and ask
for the old paths, where is the good way,
and walk therein and ye shall find rest
to yoursouls.” We have for an example
the prophets and apostles, and the wor-
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thies of every age, whose faith we are
exhorted to follow, considering the end
of their conversation.  “* Be ye followers
of them who through faith and patience
are inheriting the promises,”—who ran
so as to lay hold on eternal life, the
prize on which their heart was set.
Jesus Christ is however our great fore-
runner in the heavenly race—he has left
us an example that we should follow his
steps. To him it behoves the Christian
at all times to look while pressing on
towards the mark, because he is the
author and finisher of the faith—he too
is the way, the truth and the life. Thus
the race is set before the belicver, in as
clear a manner as precept and example
could by their united light render it.
A fool, a person of feeble capacities,
cannot err therecin, While, however,
the Bible proposes a course, which all
who obey the heavenly calling must run
alike, it mentions others which are more
peculiar, which particular persons must
run owing to the peculiarity of their
coadition, the amount and kind of talent
they may possess, and the part they may
be called to sustain in the grand drama
of Providence. In the games of old, the
foot race was not always one and the
same; it was indeed always performed
on the stadium, but sometimes it con-
sisted in running that length but once,
and sometimes twice that length, in
making to the goal, and returning from
ft. Some had to run the stadium seven
o re thne, over, while others ran in
heavy armour. There are varieties
also in the Christian race, though
all must proceed upon the same hal-
lowed and prescribed ground.  Thus
John the Baptist had a peculiar race set
before him—he was called to prepare the
way of the Lord, and to act as the pre-
cursor of Christ.  He stood in a position

altogether singular, in which he was |

greater than all the prophets, but less
than the meanest in the kingdom of
heaven.  *“John fulfilled his course.”
Every follower of Christ should then
consider whether in addition to the race
which all must run, he has not some
course more arduous allotted to him:
whether he is not called upon by some
advantages he may possess, to render a
peculiar serviceto God. Paul evidently
considered that e was required to run
A peewliar yace, even the apestleship
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which he had received of the Lord, It
was his constant desire and solicitude,
that he might finish bis course with joy.
And at iast it was his happiness to say,
when his labours were closing, ‘I have
finished my course.”

2. The Christian must lay aside every
encumbrance. It is well known that
the racers in the stadium were most
careful to cast off every thing that could
impede their progress. Ior some time.
previous to the contest, they rigidly ab-
stained from every indulgence that would
weaken their strength, or lessen their
agility, and before starting in the race,
they divested themseclves even of the
burden and inconvenience of their gar-
ments. So too must the heavenly race
be run.  Self-denial must be exereised,
and those things rejected that press
down our energies, and cause us to lin-
ger on the way. Such indeed is the
express admonition of Seripture—¢¢ Let
us lay asideevery weight, andthe sin that
doth most easily beset us, and let us run
with patience the race that is set before
us.”  Many are the retarding influences
to which the mind aspiring after im-
mortal honour is liable, and which it must
strenuously oppose. The cares of this
world, and the deceitfulness of riches
are a heavy weight upon many. Some
are so taken up with sccular matters,
and so absorbed in questions of personal
or family finance—for ever inquiring
what shall we sai, Wwhat shall we drink,
and wherewithal shall we be clothed,
that seeking the kingdom of God and
his righteousness, becomes a mere se-
condary cousideration.  There are
others so full of treasure ard so fond of
carrying it on their persons, that they
are likely to break down under the load.
Their thoughts toco run so much upon
it, they are apt (o forget the prize for
which they contend. Many have found
to their sorrow, that gold is too heavy to
carry without endangering success.
*“ Ye cannot serve God and Mammon.”
“Iow hardly shall they that have riches
enter into the kingdom of God.” It is
no less the privilege than the duty of the
Christian to lay aside the encumbrance
of worldly cares and anxieties, for he is
directed to cast all his care on God who
careth for him. ¢ Cast thy burde.
on the Lord, aud he will sustain thee,”
Indulgenee in sensual and sordid plea-
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sures, is also a great hinderance to suc-
cessful running. Tor by such iadul-
gence the vigour of the mind isenfeebled,
and its spiritual sensibilities benumbed
or rendered morbid, so that finally a
lassitude is engendered, which alike in-
disposes and incapacitates for the effort
demanded. ‘¢ Take heed to yourselves
lest at any time your hearts be over-
charged withsurfeiting and drunkenness,
and cares of this life.”  Unbelieftooisan
impediment of common occurrence, and
of the most hurtful consequences. This
is a sin which easily besets most minds.
The circumstances of the present life,
where so many things address the senses
and beguile us to walk by sight, have
such a constant and powerful tendency
to repress faith, that the believer often-
times loses his sensible hold on future
and unseen realities. Nothing can be
a greater encumbrance than unbelief,
for it causes the prize to be perceived
but dimly, and, asanatural consequence,
cools the ardour and cripples the ener-
gies of the soul. The race itself is pre-
eminently one of faith, and therefore
the absence of this principle must be
fatal, and the defectivenessof it extremely
dangerous to success. All who set out
in this course need often pray, ¢ Lord
incvease our faith.”

8. The Christian must exert all his en-
ergies. The following of the prescribed
course, and the laying aside of every
encumbrance could go but a short way
towards gaining the prize. The racers
mainly depended for their snccess on the
degree of strength and agility they were
capable of ~xerting. Every limb and
every muscle that could accelerate their
swiftness, was strained to the utmost.
So let us press on towards the mark.
Spiritual indolence is extremely preva-
jent among the followers of Christ, and
its influence is most bewitching. Men
generally shrink from great efforts of
any kind, but from n-ne so much as
those connected with their salvation.
But however great may be the reluc-
tance commonly felt to strenuous exer-
tion, it is a fact that religion demands
our greatest efforts. Indeed the veryde-
sign of the apostle in speaking, as he
repeatedly did, of the Christian iife asa
race, was forcibly to express that it was
full of holy activity, and called for
efforts in constant succession, Our
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Saviour taught the same truth when he
said, *¢Strive to enter in at the strait
gate.”” It cannot surely be a light labor
to work out our own salvation with fear
and trembling. The believer isrequired
to be active for God and his own soul,
and to make progress in every grace and
virtue that ean honor his Maker, and
adorn his own character. **Woe to
them that are at ease in Zion,” who ac-
complish nothing for their own security
nor for the peace and prosperity of the
community. There are some who have
never put forth the full amount of their
strength, and others who only do so at
remote intervals; but such cannot ex-
pect to rise high in spiritual attainments,
Distinetion in religious worth is not to
be acquired without exerting even the
most latentenergies. For wantofstriving
against sin, thousands live and die whose
religion is at best only 2 matter of
charitable hope. And they are compa-
ratively few who make their calling and
election sure, and who are the living
epistles of Christ, known and read of all.
They in every age, of whom the world
ie not worthy, have risen to eminence
by exercising themselves unte godliness.
Hence arose the pre-eminence of Paul
among the apostles—he laboured more
abundantly than they all: yet not he,
but the grace of God which was with
him. He evidently deemed the enter-
prise—the contest to which he was called
as worthy of the greatest zeal and ardor,
and demanding unceasing exertion,
Tor he deelared of himself—*“ I keep un-
dermy body and bring it under subjection;
lest that by any means when 1 have
preached to others, I myself should bea
castaway.” And again he said, ** Breth-
ren, I count not myself to have appre-
hended, but this one thing I do, forget-
ting the things which are behind, and
reaching forth unto those things which
are before, I press toward the mark for
the prize of the high calling of God in
Christ Jesus,”” So run that ye may
obtain.

4. The Christian must persevere in
the race. It is evident that no running,
however fair and swift, could be success- |
ful, unless the racer held on to the end
of the course. The prize was awarded
to him who first reached the goal; s0
that victory depended on the power of
endurance.  So let us run with paticnee
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the race that is set before us. 'T'he un- ! more highly favonred by nature or by
certain length of our carcer, and the | fortuitous eiremmstances, outstripped
difficulty of fulfilling it, require a spirit ! them in the course. Many might have
of patient endurance, such as will not i deserved success, but one only had the
relinquish hope in consequence of the ! privilege to obtain it. * Know ye not
delay or remoteness of triumph, nor: that they who run in a race run all;
shrink from toil because there is no pros- | but one receiveth the prize?” Itis not
pect of immediate repose. Since we ' so in the spiritual career; for here the
Lnow that there is a fixed mark which ! honors are awarded on a more generous
terminates our course, though it may be ) prineiple. All who run well, strenuously,
hid from our view, and that great glory | and perseveringly, shall certainly obtain,
follows from reaching the goal, we should | And while the swift and foremost run-
persist in the race, firmly resolved to t ner is duly rewarded, the more tardy,
press onward from strength to strength. | but not on that account the less taithful
Many have sct out in the Christian ! and deserving, provided he puts forth
race full of hope and promise, but they ! such inferior pewers as he possesses,
soon grew weary and faint in their minds. | receives a just recompense. A crown is
Their goodness was like the early dew | proposed for each individual that presses
or morning cloud which vanisheth away. | on to the mark—that continues in the
Of the multitudes that first followed | faith and obedience of the gospel. So

Jesus, most went back and walked no | the apostle declares when giving expres-

more with him. Paul too charged the | sion 'to his own joy

Gulatians with stopping short on the
way—*‘* ye did run well ; who did hinder
you that ye should not obey the truth?*’
Such conduct can only end in disap-
pointment and disgrace, for he that con-
tinues to the end shall be saved. It was
only when the apostle had finished his
course and kept the faith, that he could
with joy expeet a crown of righteousness
from the righteous judge. The prize of
his high calling was secured only when
he reached tb. mark. And still the
language of the righteous judge to every
heliever is—* Be thou faithful unto
death, and I will give thee a crown of
lite.”  And to them alone will he give
eternal life, who by patient continuance
in well doing, are secking for glory,
honour and immortality.

II. The inducements so to run.

1. The certainty of success. Those
who contended in the Stadium had not
this assurance to support and encourage
them in the race. Yor in the games of
old a person might contend lawfully,
lay aside every encumbrance, exert to
the utmost all his energies and persevere
to the end, and still not obtain the honor
after which he aspired. Of all the
racers, and generally there were many
that ran together, one only could suc-
ceed. However careful and laborious
might have been their training, and
however great their celerity, considering
their physical strength and structure,
their running would be all in vain if gne

and assurance,
** Henceforth there is laid up for me a
crown of righteousness, which the Lord
the righteous Judge will give me at that
day, and not to me only, but to all them
that love his appearing™ And in the
context he expresses a similar confi-
dence, ‘¢TI therefore so run, not as un-
certainly; so fight I, not as one that
beateth the air.” He was persuaded
that success would crown his efforts,
and the persuasion was in his case a
constant stimulus to exertion. In as
much as his labor was not in vain, he
abounded the more therein. The cer-
tainty of success—a certainty grounded
not on his superiority over the apostles,
nor on his outrunning others in the
heavenly race, but on the fact that
faithfulness in the case of each individ-
nalwill berewarded, wrought powerfully
on the mind of Paul; and so it should
on the minds of all who scek for im-
mortal honors. Because the feeblest,
he that has the fewest talents and labors
under the greaiest disadvantages, has
no reason to be discouraged at secing
the rapid progress of others more gifted
than him.elf; forif he continnes faithful
unto death he, as well as they, shall
have a crown of life. If this reflection
should not operate as an inducement to
patient continuance in well-doing, if
the certainty of success should be made
an excuse for making less cffort to ad-
vance, it proves a most defective state
of feeling, a mind that has yet to be
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restored_to health by the physician of
souls. Such an abuse of the liberality,
which rewards not only the foremost in
attainment but also the weak in faith, is
justly chargeable with turning the grace
of God into lasciviousness. But we may
be assured that while all are rewarded,
the righteous Judge will not bestow the
greater honor on the less deserving.

2. The glory of succeeding. A vie-
tory in the foot-race was anciently
decemed the highest honor, that could be
won in the various contests of the Sta-
dium. The first reward conferred on
the successful competitor was in the
moment of victory, and consisted in the
shout of acclamation from the multitude
that stoed vrund to admire. At that
time also a braneh of palm was put into
his hand, which served as a token of
victory afterwards to distinguish him
from the rest of the spectators. . And at
the conclusion of the games he was sum-
moned before the judges, and a crown
of olive was put on his head; then he
was conducted through the assembly bya
herald, who proclaimed his own name,
and the names of his parents and his
country. His happiness at this moment
was thought to be complete, and his
glory so brilliant as to cast a lustre on
all his connections.  Such was the glory
that resulted from suceess in the race,
and that inspired the racers with intense
ardor. But unspeakably greater is the
glory of succeeding in the Christian
race. ‘“Now they do it to obtain a
corruptible crown, but we an incorrupti-
ble.”  The prize of our high calling is
in itself of incalculable worth, and the
circumstances under which it is con-
ferred are more fraught with glory.
The reward proposed in each case is
indeed called a crown; but in the one
it was a crown of olive, pine, or parsley,
a mere wreath of fading and perishable
materials, while in the other it is a
crown of glory that fadeth not away,
but has in it such elements of durable-
ness and perpetuity as to be most aptly
designated a crown of life, to show that
it is made of undecaying and incorrup-
tible materials. It might occasionally
happen that the fading garland was
obtained by unfair means, but the crown
of glory is always a crown of righteous-
ness, the just and adequate reward of
faithfulness.  In the former case the
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honor was awarded on the last day of

the games, and before a multitude of
admiring Greeks, but in the latter it is
bestowed on the last day of the world,
when Providence shall finally close its
exhibitions on earth, by putting an end
to the Jabors and diversions of mortals
under the sun, and in the presence of
the angels of God and all the families of
the earth. The one crown was given
by judges, who though remarkable for
their integrity, were still liable to err
and show partiality, but the other is
given by the righteous Judge, who i
most intimately acquainted with every
circumstance that should influence his
decision, and who will render to every
man according to his deeds. All the
advantages which a victory in the foot-
race secured were measured by the span
of life, and demolished by the stroke
of death, while success in the hea-
venly career gains a distinction that will
never cease to reflect honor and cause
delight : its results cannot be Yimited by
duration, for eternity will only develop
and not exhaust them. To run success-
fully the Christian race is a certain in-
troduction to the most elevated society
and station. The cloud of witnesses,
the multitude of worthies who haw
received the end of their faith, even the
salvation of their souls, watch the pro-
gress of the victor as he approache
the mark, and are ready to show their
admiration and to testify the interest
they take in his victory ; and at length
he shall join their company and become
the means of enlarging the bliss o
which all partake. Christ too delights
to honor such a persevering spiri,
“To him that overcometh,” says he.
“will T give to cat of the tree of life which
is in the midst of the Paradise of God;” |
“to him will 1 give power over th
nations ;” and “ I will grant him tosit
with me on my throne.” If then ik
anticipation of glory so inferior in eveny
way could allure the competitors to the
Stadium, and reconcile them to th
hardships of the previous training, and
to the difficulty of the contest, how
much more ought we that have a heaven
to obtain, to use all diligence and perse-
vere unto the end? Shall not thejor
that is set before us, and the glory th
will follow, shall not these induce ust

run so that we may obtain ?  Suredf
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the prospect of possessing a good so |

certain and so vast must, if it be once | pressions of natural religion.

realized, break our inglorious and fatal |
ease.  ““ Seeing that ye look for such |
things, be diligent that ye may be found
of Him in peace,without spot and blame-

PRAYER OF
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Prayer is in its essence one of the ex-
It is the
appropriate language of want and weak-
ness ; <o that even heathens have gene-
rally regarded it as a matter of universal
duty.

less.” Now, though the Spirit of prayer may
be working in the midst of the urgings
of conscience; it is also possible that
: there may be the urgings of conscience,
without the promptings of the Spirit.
¢ The absence of his influence may be as-
certained by the following tests.

1. The prayers of conscience are only

——
THE PRAYER OF THE SPIRIT.

BY THE RIV. J. ANGUS, A.XM.

Among the inestimable blessings se-
cured to the Christian by the new cove- !
nant, the aids of the Holy Spirit ini
devotion have assigned to them a very ! occasional, and are offered mainly under
prominent place. After enumerating, | conviction. They resemble the eries of
in the eighth of the Romans, the privi- ! the seamen in Jonal, when startled by
leges of forgiveness and adoption, the ! the storm, or those of Pharaoh when ter-
apostle adds—*‘ Likewise the Spirit | rified by God's visitations. They speak
helpeth our infirmities: for we know : the language of one driven by fear;
not what we should pray for as we ! those of the Spirit the language of one
ought; but the Spirit himself maketh | drawn by love. The one address God
intercession for us with groanings that 1 as a father, the other as a judge.
cannot e uttered.  And he thatsearch- 1 2. The prayers of conscience, when
cth the hearts knoweth what is the mind ! the Spirit is wanting, are easily con-
of the Spirit, because he maketh inter- | tented. The man that offers them is
cession for the saints according to the ! like the unjust steward, ready to take
will of God.” His intercession, there- ' fifty when he should be satisfied with
fore, 1s among the fruits of the death of 1 nothing less than a hundred : restless,

the Redeemer.

The distinction between this phrase
and another very delightful one of the
New Testament—the intercession of
Christ—is too obvious to nced any for-
mal or lengthened illustration: it is
sufficient that it be clearly and constantly 1
remembered. The ¢ intercession of the
Spirit” is the prompting of the Spirit
in the heart; the intercession of the
Saviour is the pleading of the Saviour
in heaven. The one is within; the |
other is above. The one awakeus holy ’
desire in the bosom of the Christian;
the other secures for it acceptance in the
presence of the TFather. !

The few following remarks are in- !
tended to illustrate and explain some '
prominent features of distinction between '
these promptings of the Spirit of God, '
and other exercises of apparent devotion *
with which they are often confounded. -
And, as every religious feeling has its’
eounterfeit, we entreat from the reader’
aprayerful and self-scrutinizing perusal. |

I. The first class "~ prayers that are
to be distinguished 1. m the prayers of
the Spirit, are those that have their ori-
zin in the urgings of conscience.

' holy discontentment, on the contrary, is
one of the peculiarities of the prayerful-
ness of the Christian.

3. The prayers of conscience are of-
fered in carelessness of theresult. Tle
man that offers them seeks not to be
heard, but to be ecased; his burden is
not want, but fear ; his aim not spiritual
blessings, but peace. He asks an
audience, presentshis petition, and with-

! draws, heedless of the results; while

the Christian presents his, and waits till
areply is given.  The object of the one
is, the expression of want; the object of

. the other, its removal.

II. The second class of (so called)
prayers, are those that have their origin
in the exercise of what may be termed
the natural gift of prayer, in aptness and
fluency of language, combined with the
semblance of religious emotion. These
are the prayers of the lip only ; they ex-
press wants that are conceived, but not
felt; they are words, and nothing be-
sides.

They may be distinguished from the
prayers of the Spirit by the following
peenliarities:

1. The gift of prayer looks mainly at



36

the performance of the duty, not at its
success. Its end is not the favour of
Gaod, but credit unto men. He that ex-
ercises it thinks most of the musie, the
number, the reasoning of his devotions;
not of the carnestness of them: and
hence he thinks little of the way of ac-
cess opened up in the Seripture. The
‘“‘clean hand,” the “ pure heart,” the
‘‘all-prevalent name,” he regards not,
because the remembrance of them is not
needed for the attainment of his object.
If men think the better of himself, his
end is answered, and he is content. The
spiritual Christian, onthe contrary, prays
mainly for the blessing, and is never con-
tented till he obtain a reply, either in
direct fulfilment of his requests, or in the
deepening of his feelings of dependence
and submission.

2. The gift of prayer wmakes men
proud ; the Spirit of prayer makes men
humble. The man that exercises the
gift when the Spirit is wanting is proud
even of the beauty of the language in
which he acknowledges his sin; and is
humbled only when he has expressed
himself amiss ; though even then his hu-
mility is nothing else than the humility
of wounded pride, which grieves, not
that it has offended God, but that it has
not pleased man. The spiritual Chris-
tian, on the contrary, is almost humbled,
at the close of his most eloguent, that is,
of his most earnest devotion; for then
is it he feels most decply his sinfulness
and want.

3. The gift of prayer is not much in-
jured by a course of sin, especially if it
be secret : whilst such a course is utterly
inconsistent with the possession of the
Spirit. 'When ““ we cast off fear,” (Job
%v. 4,) his light and influences are with-
drawn. To the mere gift on the con-
trary, the state of the heart, the life of
the man are matters of no concern.
Neglect is the orly eclement it cannot
breathe and live.

4. The gift of prayeris silenced by
opposition or delay, whilst the Spirit
gathers strength under them : beeause it
feels that the blessing is given while the
direct answer is withheld.

THE

“ They arealso Acard who only stand and wait.™

These remarks, if vightly applied, will
be found to afford topics both of humi-
liation and of encouragement. We are

; much of a preacher. ;
. very plain and simple—there is nothin:
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humbled when we remember that our
prayers are so seldom such as the Spirit
prompts; so seldom such as those for
which Christ pleads. How often are
even our most holy things polluted !—
how much of imperfection is mingled
with them! But we are encouraged;
for if prayers have been unanswered, it
is not because God is not faithful, but
either because we have *“asked amiss,”
or because the denial of the request is a
greater blessing than its bestowment.
Had we prayed in the Spirit, and ¢“ac-
cording to the will of God,” and such
prayers been unheard—then there had
been room for despondency. But now,
there is all to hope, and nothing to fear:
the straitening is not in God, but only
in ourselves. ‘¢ Ask,” then, in the name
of Christ, that is, 7n dependence on his
merits, and in devotedness to his glory,
—*‘“and it shall be given; seek and ye
shallfind; knock, and it shall be opened.”
London Bap. May. A

————
THE CHURCH MEETING ;
OR, THE CHOICE OF A MINISTER.

A. What do you think neighbor B.
of Mr. Mathew for onr Minister? Ile
preaches well, I think.

B. 1 think he is too dull and prosing.
There is nothing brilliant or uncommon
in his style or thoughts. True, all he
says is solid and good ; but I think he
will not interest our young peonle. Be-
sides, I hear he is not 2 man of learning:
and Esquire Jones and Doctor Peabody
will not like him.

A. Well, then, I am sure Luke will
do for us ; for he is 2 man of learning.
of fine classic taste; and if we mast
please the 'Squire and the Doctor, heis
the man for us.

C. 1 don’t like your classic men. I
want somebody that can come to our
hosoms with plain homespun language.
and make us feel that he is one of us.

D. I am afraid Doctor Peabody would
not like him ; for Luke was a Physician
once ; and they say Doctor Peabody
won't have another doctor in the town.
if he can help it.

L. Afterall, T never heard that hewas
His sermons ar

arecat abont him.,



THE CHURCH MEETING. 37

F. 1like Alr. dfark, he says so much | himself a Christian; and they say he is
in a few words. sometimes guilty of double dealing.
G. Rather dry, T think. §. T am not willing to settle 2 man
H. T have heard that he was not very | s old as he is.
fond of self-denial. You know, he turned P, But he is in the vigor of life.
back once, after he bad started on a mis- | You would not certainly have him stop
sion with Paul and Barnabas. We don’t | preaching yet ?
want a2 man that loves his ease. S. He will never get hold of our
I. But Paul said he was profitable to | young people. They must have a young
him, after this. man, or they'll go off somewhere else.
J. He will never do for us. We 7. Brethren, I am afraid we shall

must have a smarter man. never get a minister, if we go on at this
K. What do you say of Zimothy ? |rate. We shall not find an angel, and
He comes well recommended. if we could, he would not be fit to preach

L. He isnot healthy enough for us. | the gospel. We want a man who will
I saw in a letter written to him, that he | be one of us, and feel and sympathize
has to take medicine for his stomach. | withus. But, Johnis as near perfection,
I have seen so much of sickly ministerz, | I think, as 2 man can get, in this world.
that I am determined never to vote for | Who can say any thing against him ?

a minister, who is not a healthy man. U. Oh! he'll never do for us. He's

M. But, isn’t he a faithful ' man, and { always harping on the same strain.  It's
hag'nt he a desire to do good # What | nothing but love—love—with him.
right have we to hinder him from using S. True he talks much of love; but
the strength he has, in the service of his | I never heard a man speak with greater
Master. Some of the best ministers | plainness to sinners, or set before them
that ever lived have been sickly men. | more clearly their dreadful end.

Baxter was a feeble man; Whitefield V. But, he says it so moderately, and
was almost always sick; and Payson | in such an casy tone, that it can’t make
labored in pain all his days. Were they | muech impression.

not useful men ? W. But, who can help feeling, when

L. But T don't like to sece such pale | he speaks of the love of Christ ?
faces in the pulpit. Besides, they don’t V. His flowing, monotonous tone,
speak strong enough; and they never | will lull us all asleep.
can visit and labour as much as we need. W. I think any body that would

M. I think he is too young for us. | sleep under his preaching would sleep
We want a2 man of some experience. | over the fires of the botlomless pit, with
He will be despised for liis youth. * the smell of brimstone in his nostrils.

N. Well; what do you think of Bar-© 0. We shall not do better than to
mabas? He is a strong hardy man. take Panl. He is certainly the greatest
He travels about the country on foot, | preacher I ever heard. He is full of
and preaches all along as he goes. " original thought; and his figures and

O. I have heard something against i illustrations are so grand as often to make
him. They say he is rather headstrong.  one’s hair stand on end. And I hear
T can’t think well of a minister who | there are revivals wherever he goes.
would quarrel with so holy a man as Y. He's always harping on election.
Paul. Our people won't bear it.

P. I thiok Peter is the man for us. Q. I have been told that he says.
There were three thousand converted | ¢ Let us do evil, that good may come."
under one sermon of his. I like these | I think that’s dangerous doctrine to
hold ministers, who are not afraid to | preach.
speak out and tell the wicked whatthey | R. He is no ovator. He is a little
think of them. insignificant looking man, and his de-

Q. Such rash and imprudent men | livery is bad—absolutely contemptible.
would never do for us. He would set| _S. These are the men whom Christ
all the town by the cars in one week. . has commissioned to preach his gospel.

R. He is a very inconsistent man, too. ; They are carthern vessels, to be sure:
At one time, he seems as bold as alion,  and all of them have faults. But, I
and at another, he is ashamed to own think we are taking a dangerous course,
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THE FIERY FLYING SERPENT.

Christ says they that despise such as he | of a direct line, with an inelination of
sends, despise him. Are we not in [ten or fifteen degrees to the horizon.

danger of reproaching Christ, through
his ministers ; and of rejecting the gos-
pel, because we are not satisfied with the

|

It appeared to be three or four ¥et long.
The one killed by the native chief was
about the same length, was of slender

channel in which it comes to us?  And | proportions, dark coloured back, light

can we expect the blessing of God,
whilg we thus find fanlt with his mes-
sage ! I am reminded, by what I have
heard at this meeting, of the conduet of
the peevish child, who throws away his
bread and butter, because it is too big
or too little, or in some other respeet, not
Jjust what he likes.——Boston Recorder.

JESN—
From the London Missionary Herald for March,
FIERY FLYING SERPENT.

In the early part of 1838, a native
chief of Limo Manis in the vielnity of
Padang, named Tam Basar, in company
with another person, mentioned to Mrs.
F. A. Vandenberg and myself, that they
had just before seen a serpent flying,
and, as it was considered dangerous, had
killed it. We smiled at them as ro-
maneing, but they affirmed positively
that they had seen it fly, and offered to
take us to it. We accordingly went
and examined it, and finding no appen-
dage of the nature of wings, we again
laughed at them, as attempting to im-
pose on our credulity. They however,
continued positive that they had seen it
fly, and explained the mode of flying,
by saying it had power to render the
under part of the belly concave, instead
of convex, as far as the ribs extended,
whence it derived its support in the air,
whilst its propulsion was produced by a
motion of the body, similar to that of
swimming in water. We, however,
continued incredulous, and took no
further notice of the circumstance.

In January, 1834, I was walking
with Mr. P. Rogers, in a forest near
the river Pedang Bessie, about a mile
from the spot where the above was kill-
ed, when, stopping for a moment to ad-
mire an immense tree, covered as with
a garment of creepers, I beheld a ser-

2nt fly from it, at the height of fifty or
sixty fect above the ground, and alight
upon another at the distance of forty or
fifty fathoms. Its veloeity was rapid as
a bird, its motion that of a serpent
«wimming through water ; it had no ap-
pearance of wipge It cowr- e wal that

below, and was not characterised by any
peculiarity which would make it remark-
able to a stranger.

Thus was I convinced of the existence
of flying serpents; and, on inquiry, I
found some of the natives, accustomed
to the forests, aware of the fact. Those
acquainted with the serpent call it,
“Ular tampang hari,” or *“ Ular apie,”
(the flery serpent,) from the burning
pain, and mortal effect of its bite. So
that the fiery flying serpent of the Serip-
tures was not an imaginary creature,
though it appears now extinct in the re-
gions it formerly inhabited.

I have delayed the present notice, in
hope of obtaining a specimen, which I
could offer as a more convincing proof
than my bare assertion, but further de-
lay may possibly, with some, weaken
even this testimony, on a point which
appears to have been long disputed, and
whieh has not been credited by any of
the Dutch gentlemen employed in col-
lecting specimens of the natural history
of these parts, to whom I have mention-
ed it. I learn from the natives, how-
ever, that this is not the only species
that flies. There is one called “ Ular
Tadung,” with a red head, and not ex-
ceeding two fect long, scen sometimes
about cocoa-nut trees, whose bite is
instantly mortal, and which has the
power of flying, or rather leaping a dis-
tance of twenty fathoms, for it is des-
cribed as not having the waving motion
through the air of the one Isaw.

N. M. Warp.
Pedang, West-coast, Sumatra.
PRS-
LIGHTS OF REASON
REVELATION.
No. Vil

AXND

Although revengeful and wicked passions
taint our nature now, it is clearly evident
that they are contrary to the Jaw of nature
engraven in every man's heart, as well a
that they are injurious to his interests;

bis own judgment must testify,  Whe would
like to be robbed or wmurdered, or inculted,
. ar slandered?  Nature must answer, nol
" onc, what wan be more cvident they, tha
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that the God of nature created it wpright,
and that it has fallen into sin and inconsis-
teney ; for, while the judgment condemns
indulgence of unhallowed passions, they will
be gratified! Here are proofs strang as Hea-
ven, that moral evil was no direct creation of
God, that it is offensive to him, and that he
delights in holiness. By holiness, then, God
is glorified ; and it is our reasonable service,
as well as our duty; but, being the unmeri-
torious duty of each, it is partial and finite,
and evens where complete, it can afford no
beuefit ‘o another, any wore than the full
payment of a just debt would entitle him to
claim the forgiveness of the debts of another !
A wealthy person, however, who himself
owes nothing, can easily be thought capable
of paying the debts of a bankrupt, by putting
himself in the bankrapt's stead, as his surety.
By doing so with the consent of all parties,
the creditor pats the debt to the surety’s ac-
count, and the payment of it to the credit of
the debtor, who iu consequence is completely
discharged; so that it would be injustice in
the creditor, ever aguin to demand it, and it
would be insglting the creditor to offer it to
him, svhile the surety’s claims upon the gra-
titude of him whose debts he paid, can never
Ve abated. A case in point shall hereafter
be produced, which & ds the attention of
all mankind. Xt is of so singular and extra-
ordinary a nature, that it is said to astouish
even the ungels in heaven. CATHOLIC.

RO. VIIL

How it is likely that moral evil must have
ariginated, I have endeavoured to show,
without deing violence to any philesophic
teath ; and it is satisfactory to find the theory
sustained by the fact. But even should it
uot, yet I dare not deny the vevelation of
God, which is able to make those whe do
not wrest, and pervert it, (2 Pet. ili. 18,)
wise unto salvation through faith in our Lord
Jesus Christ, 2 Tim. iit. 15, They are suf-
ficlent to teach ns the trae Christian refigion
as & whole®—they are sufficient for reproving
our vices and errovs, and for correcting them;
and for theroughly supplying us with such a
knowledge of God and his will as to enable
s to steer clear of ercar, and live by faith,
through grace, unto salvation. (2 Tim. iii.
16, 17.)  This holy revelation tells us (Rev.
xii. 7.) that there was war in heaven.

The Devil rebelled against his Sovereign.
He was the first demagogue, and for him and
hisrebel hosts bell was prepared or appointed ;

¥ The Holy Scriptures cantain & plan or schemne,
which, when rightly viewed, appears like a well
proportianed arch or edifice.

By the symimetry of the whale, the fitnoss of each
part is tested, nor can an_omission, or superfiuity,
&xdity ascape the notice of the well instrusted, and
praciised eye; so that they bear within themseives,
abundant proof of their divine origin,
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and he was cast out of heaven into earth,
where he practised upon our fivst parents in
a spirit of revenge against his God, and
seduced them by falsehoad from their allegi-
ance and happiness; and this weapon has
ever siner been used by the evil against the
good.  The Devilisthe father of lies, he abode
not in the truth, with him ariginated evil,
(Bishop Tillotson, vol. 1, p. 133.) By this
one act of trangression of our first pavents,
they became actually robbers of, rebels against,
and debtors to, the rights of heaven: and
such, passively, they mayle all their posterity.
By one man—for both the sexesare included
in the term man, (Gen. i. 27.) sin entered
into the warld, and death by sin.  Here the
apostle proves the universality of sin by the
usiversality of deatl, which includes even
infancy that ceuld not have sinned actively,
as Adam did. Hence all his posterity were
wade passivesinners,  (Rom. v. 12, 13, 14.)
‘Therefore by the affence of one, judgment
eame upon all men unto condemnation, v. 18,
Man, uunless bardened by depravity, naturally
feels an iuterest in his posterity, and it must
be a punishment to him to know they are
unhappy; and it is ssid to be a judgment
vpon him when he makes them so by his
own misbehaviour. But it is confurmable
to right reasoning to say that when we wan-
tonly squander, or farfeit our property, or
the interest and favour of friends, we injure
our children, and they become beggars and
hankrupts, but it is passively. Xf we carry
the arguments out to the duties subjects owe
to their savereigns in lieu of the favours they
receive, we can easily perceive the suitable-
ness of the application of this case to that of
Adam. ‘The divine image—of the value and
iraportance of which toe little is known—
swas o spiritual inheritance given to our first
parents in trust, as well for their own, as
the use of their posterity. It was a divine
principle which enabled them to know their
Sovereizn’s will rightly, aud to obey it will-
ingly, constuntly, aud perfectly. But the
fatber of les works upon their natural am-
bition by means of falsehood, seducing them
from theiz duty into disobedience. In this
he acts the deceiver, and is a guilty tempter ;
whereas it does not appear that his tempters
were gailty ov active, but innocent ones, per-
haps the glories of Doity. Dy their loss
through forfeiture of this heavenly gift, the
divine image, we are deprived of the proper
and only means whereby we could vender to
God an acceptable service, and our nature is
made di~affected, or disinclined towards bali-
ness, and bent ov inclined towards moral evil.

This is evidently the natural state of all,
and shows how true it is that Setk, with all
men after him, was bora, not in the imnge
of God, but in the image of Man,—Goen. v. 3,
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I It could be thought, or shown, that our
first parents wanted any thing to complete
the measure of their happiness, or power to
guard it, then might it be thought that God
dealt as a hard master with them.  Itis trae
that he permitted what he could have pre-
vented, but it is equally true thathe was not
bound to prevent the fall. To permit an
evil which we could prevent, upon the rea-
soning of some, makes us goilty of it.  In
some instances this may be the case, but the
obligation has bounds; and God is irrespon-
sible. CATHOLIC.

—————

Josern Hucnes, A. M., rate Bap-
rist Mivister aT Batrewsea.—There
is a loveliness investing the name of
Joseph Hughes, late Secretary to the Brit-
ish and Foreign Bible Society, which cannot
be hidden or dissipated, derived from the
sterling chavacter of his piety, the extensive-
ness of his intellectual riches, the nobility of
his zeal, and the application of them all com-
bined. But this ishy tar too general. " What
we want to say is this, he was the originator
of the Bible Society!  We admire and would
imitate his holy spirit; we offer the bomage
due to his diversificd wmental powers and
possessions 3 we respect him as the judicious,
finished, kind, influential, and sucec iful
preacher and pastor at Battersea ; we praise
him as a mao of genius aund talent—these,
with whatever he called his own, and sanc-
tified in wmany ways to the honor of God, we
extol; but it is, in conjunction with these, a
simiple yet sublime thought dropped by him
at a Tract Meeting, which throws a halo
around his name—sacred, beautiful, reful-
geut. It was while a Mr. Charles, at the
meeting we refer to, was lamenting the sad
dearth of the Scriptures in Wales, that the
celestial thought struck him, *“a Society
night be formed for the purpase,—and if for
Wales, why not also for the empire, and the
whole world.” This was like the smiting of
the rock by Moses, and waters gushing for
the Israclitishmultitudes; amine wasopened;
a sun burst upon the world.— Christiun

Guardian.
————l———

OBITUARY.
WILLIAM BURTCH, ESQ.

on

Died at his vesidence near Wooidstack,
22

the 31st of May, of scarlet fever, aged
vears, 11 months, and 15 days.
T Alo at the residence of her father in
WVoodstock, to which place she bad been re-
moved buttwo days previously, on the fourth
of Juue, Sarah, youthiul widow of the above,
aged 22 years, 11 months, and 14 days.

To demonstrate the vanity of the world,
1o illustrate in the most striking manner the

JOSEPII HUGIES—OBITUARY.

importance of that divine counsel, “ Be ye
also ready,” it is only necessary to give the
short history of these estimable and lnmented
young persons. For surely if any could
cherish the coufident expectation **to live
long in the earth,” or if it would be reasonable
for any to desire it, or for others ardently to
desice it in the behalf of any, it were they.
Comely in their persons, affuble and pleasing
in their mauners, kind and affectionate in all
their intercourse with others, they were
qualified to win all hearts and to secure
uuwerous and lasting friendships. Eay
brought to koow and love the truth, they
appeared to have been chosen of God to shed
the light of Christian example upon an entive
generation,  Possessing each other’s well
requited love, and the approbation and bless-
ing of all theiv friends, and all necessary
worldly comforts and advantages, they seemed
intended, as selected instances, to show how
much of happiness pure and unalloyed, may
Le enjoyed, even in this vain vorld.

They had been acquainted fromn early
childhood, and their acquaintance gradually
ripened into fond attachment and honorable
love. On the 17th of May they were joined
together in holy matrimony, aund on the same
day, * the young man rejuicing over his bride”
conveyed her to his house, a neatlittle cottage
delightfully situated on a beautiful farm,
called Villafield. Here numerous friends
hastened to present their warm and friendly
congratulation, and here they began to realize
an elevated and thankful joy, avising from
the completion of their furmer hopes, and the
praspect of future comfort and honorable use-
fulness. But scarcely had they tasted thi>
cup of bliss, when it was dashed from their
lips. In the midst of all their flattering pros-
pucts they were assailed by fell disease, awd’
in little more than two short weeks they
were sleeping in one grave! What a short
and mournful history !

A melancholy gloom is thrown over the
entire community. The Church and Sab-
bath Schaol, in particular, have sustained 2
great loss, aund évery individual conuected
with either, is a sincere aud sorrowing
mourner. What, thens, must be the weight
of the sorrow that presses upon the hearts of
their immediate connections, especially the
doating and bereaved parents?  But even
they sorrow not ““as others which have o
hope.”  They witnessed that Death wa
stripped of his terror and robbed of his sting,
and not ouly fromn the firm hope expressed
by them on their death-bed, but from their
former consistent piety, they indulge the
most pleasing trust that their children now
sleep in Jesus, and their emancipated spirits

are made perfect in heaven.
W. H. LANDON.
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CANADA BAPTIST MISSIONARY
SOCIETY.

CONTRIBUTIONS DURING THE PAST MONTH. -

John Thomson, Edacation .. .. .. .. .. ..£210
Jamaes Thomson, do. .. 210
John Dunn, do. .o 2100
Jamesa Thomsen, do. e ee ae 10

‘Tho. M. Thomson, do.
Friends in Beckwith
do.  Drummond.
do.  Bathurst. ..
A Friend in Montreal.. .
W, Greig, up to 1st April .,
E. Muir, 1 year’s tuition for

-

Rev. J. Dyer, Kingston, Sub., 181l .. .. 5
James Edwards, Peterburough. don.. .. .. 2 10
A Friend, do. [ U T, 0
Margaret Lamb, do. to College. 0 10

Callection at Baptist Charch, Toronto.. ..
William Cameron, Niagara.. ..

Rev. Dr. Davies, half veur's sul;s.cri'ptiom
up to 1st January, 1842, oo o o0 s . 4 0
Subscriptions and donatious are thankfully

received by any of the Society’s agents in this

country, and especially by the following
persons : —
MoNTREAL.—Mr. J. Mills, Treasurer;
or Dr. Davies and Mr. J. Milue, Secretaries.
Losnov.—Mr. Harwood, 26, Queen St.,

Cheapside, and Rev. J. Davies, Princes St.,

Stamford Street, Secretaries of Baptist Co-

lonial Missionary Society.
Evizprrcu.—Mr. H. Dickie, 2, New-

ington Place.
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———
A GENERAL MEETING OF TUHE

FRIENDS OF MISSIONS AND

EDUCATION.

Tu accordance with the wishes expressed
in the following resolutions, emanating from
the Eastern Baptist Association, and from
the Committee of the Canada Baptist Mis-
siguary Society, we give notice that a general
meeting of delegates will (D. V.) be held on
the 8th of September next at Haldimand, in
the Newecastle District.

The resolutions, which we give in full,
will sufficiently explain the object of the

; meeting, and will also, we hope, induce the

churches favourable to that object to send
their representatives,
Resolutions of E. B. Association :
1. Resolved,—That in our opinion, the churches

" in this Association are desirous of entering into a

hearty co-operation with the Canada Baptist Mis-
sionary Society in all its operations, and that they
are only restrained through fear that sacrifice of
principle will be involved.

2. ltesolved,—That we recommend thata general
Convention, in which all the churches in the Pro-
vince may confer through their representatives
with the said Society, be held at some convenient
time and place, that a proper uuderstanding may
be had between the parties.

3. Resolved,—That we recommend Haldimand in
the Newcastle District to be the place, and the
second Wednesday of September next to be the time
when the meeting shall take place.

4. Resglved—That should the above meet the
approbation of the Canada Baptist Missionary So-
ciety, we request them te iuform the churches
through the Mage=ine.

Resolutions of the Committee of C. B. B
Society :

A letter, duted Brantford, June 26, 1841,
from Mr. S. Read, Clerk of the E. B. As-
sociation, contrining resolutions passed at the
late meeting of that body, was read; where-
upon it was resolved as follows :—

1. Resolved,—That we receive with high satisfac-
tion the expression of the brethren’s desires for
*“hearty co-operation” with this Society, and that
we know of no sacrifice of principle that will be
required on either side, in order to effect so de-
sirable and happy a purpose.

2. Hesolred,—That for the more speedy and ef-
fectnal promation of this union, we concurin the
appointment of 2 general meeting of representa-
tives from the churches in the Province, to be held
at Haldimand on Wednesday noon, the 8th of Sep-
tember next, in order to confer on the mitter with
a delegation from this Committee.

3. Resolced,—'That we accordingly invite all the
chitrehes, that are favourable to the objects of the
Saciety, viz., the furtheranee of wissions and min-
isteral education, to send cach a representative to
the foresaid meeting.

4. Resolved.—That the delegates from this Com-
mittec be Rev. Dr. Davies aud Rev. J. Girdwaod.

e t——
RECOGNITION OF A PASTOR

On Lord's day the 4th of July, the Rev.
J. Gimepwoon was publicly recognised us
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the Pastor of the Baptist Church, Montreal.
In the morning the Rev. J. Dyrr of King-
ston gave a brief statement of the nature of
a Christian Church, and then called on the
members present to signify publicly their
choice of the Pastor, which having been
done, Mr. GIRDWOOD signified his accep-
tance of the call, and gave some account of
the leadings of Providence that brought him
to this sphere of Jabour. Then prayer for
the T.ord's blessing on the solemn relation
thus ratified, was offered by the President of
€anada Baptist College.

In the evening, the Rev. C. Stroxg, of
the American Presbyterian church, having
introduced the service, Dr. Davies address-
ed the Pastor, and the Rev. J. Epwanps,
jun., of St. Andrews, gave a charge to the
church. May the pastor and the flock en-
joy the favour of the Shepherd and Bishop
of souls.

PU -

THE THIRD ANNUAL REPORT
OF THE
CANADA BAPTIST COLLEGE.

During the past year, this Institution re-
ceived many tokens for good, which may well
inspire its friends with gratitude and with
trust. Its important objects bave, by the belp
of Providence, been pursued without inter-
ruption and with encouraging success; and
more favour has been shown to the under-
taking by benevolent persons both in this
country and in Britain. 'We would there-
fore thank God and take courage.

The Object of the Institution.

To prevent, if possible, all mistake and
misrepresentation on this point, we again
repeat that we do not design to make a trade
of theology, for none are admitted without

REPORT OF

THE

the word of truth,” and to defend and propa-
gate ““the fuith once delivered to the saints,”

Terms of Admission,

No student can be admitted without being
recommended by his Pastor and Christian
friends, as a person whom they judge to be
elegible for the ministry of the gospel.  Each

lidate for admission must also furnish a
written statement of his experience as a
Christian, and of his leading views of evan-
gelical truth ; and at the same time he must
present himself for examination before a few
‘members of the Cemmittee, who will, if sa-
tisfied, admit him for three months on proba-
tion, after which time it will be decided
whether he shall remain for the usual period
of study, which is four years,

* Every student is expected to support him-
self to the extent of his meauns, but when pri-
vate resources are wanting, both education
and maintenance ave furnished gratuitously.
Books and clothes, with a few other triling
matters, must however be provided by each
beneficiary, without depending on the Soci.
cty’s aid.

To save trouble and expense, every appli-
cation tor admission ought to be made first
by letter, seut to the President, Dr. Davies,
or to Mr. Milne, M¢Gill Street, Montreal,
It should also be observed that the omy
proper time of admission is at the keginning
of the session, which happeus regularly on
the 1st of September, but which, owing to
unavoidable circumstances, is this year post-
poned to the 15th of the month.

The Students.

There were twelve pursuing their studies
at the opening of the session, and nine at its
close. Mr. Topping left with a view to
make himself usetul in the western part of
the Province, where he now Iabours in des-
titute places. The failure of health com-
pelted one to return howse, after a stay of four
mountbs. Two others were allowed to retire,
as they found difficultles in their way not
easy to overcome, The students have been

bring recommended as possessing piety and | all engaged more or less in attempts to do
other gualifications for the work of the min- | good, and thus have affarded some pleasing

stry.
approved piety and prowmising gifts, to culti-
vate their winds and acquire such knowledge
as will, by God’s blesing, render their
gifts of more service to the church and the
world. For this end such studies are pur-
sued as are deemed most conducive to men-
tal discipline, and to the faithful interpreta-
tion of the Bible. Tt is not our aim to make
the students classical scholars, but to render
them conversant with Biblical and Theolog-
jcal Literature, in the bope that they may
thereby become better able “rightly to divid,

The object is to enable young men of | proof that they love the work fur which they

are preparing.  Wherever their services have
been required, in or about Montreal, they
have endeavoured to make themselves useful
as preachess of the gospel. At five small stations
in the surrounding country, they have stat-
edly conducted public worship for the benefit
of a few Protestants scattered among the
French Catholics. In town also their ser-
vices have been very frequently required.
In the township of Stanbridge, about fifty
miles from the city, their labours have been
iately requested; and we would faiu hope
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that much good is about to be accomplished
in that destitute place. But we cannot help
regretting that so few openings for evangelical
labours are to be found in these parts, ewing
to the prevalence of the French language.
During the present vacation, which will
end on the 15th of September, the students
are for the most part engaged in the service
of'the Saciety, Besides preaching the gospel,
they solicit support for the Canade Buptist
Missionary Society, and also for the Mage-
zine, May they find fuvour in the eyes of
their brethren and of the religious public at
large, that they may not labour in vain.

Designation of Evangelists.

On the evening of the Ist July, two stu.
dents who were about to depart, Messrs, F.
Bosworth and P. M¢Douald, were set apart
to the work of the ministry. DMany and
fervent prayers were offered up in theic
hehalf, and many devout and affectionate
wishes will continue to follow them in their
future labours. - Though the service was
not made very public, the company that at-
tended found it goad to be there. The Rev.
Messrs. Girdwood and Dyer, together with
the Tutor, took part in the proceedings.

The work of the Session.

In Hebrew, a class of six translated the
baooks of Jonah, Joel, Lamentations, Oba-
diah, Iabakkuk, and the first twenty Psalms.
The Grammar was at the same time diligently
studied. and the first three chapters of John’s
Gospel in Greek were rendered into Hebrew
in the way of written Laxercises. Habak-
kuk and the twenty Psalms were both pre-
pared for the examination, though the pro-
ficiency of the class was tested only in the
Jatter.

In Syriac, Mr. F. Bosworth, beside going
on with the Hebrew class, learned the
Grammar and translated the fiest ten chap-
ters of Johu’s Gospel, in the whole of which
he wasprepared for examination.

In Greck, the first class read Jacobs' Se-
lections from Lucian, Strabo, Diodorus Sicu-
lus, and Homer, and also Xenophon’s Me-
morabilia from the 6th chapter, 2ad book to
the end.  They also read, and prepared for
the examination, the whole of the Acts of
the Apostles.  The second class in the course |
°f six months went through the Grammar
and Jearned its leading principles, so as to be
dle to trauslate twélve pages in Jacobs'
Reader, and to profess the same before the
examiners., Ewrercises were constantly re-

quived from both these classes.

¢ iy proper to observe that 1n reading por-
tions of the Bible in Hebrew or Greek, the can-
Sant aim is to mahe the students independent |
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and competent interpretersof the Sacred Text.
The process of translating is made subser-
vient to Biblical Criticism and Exegesis, so
that inquiry is always made coucerning the
author, date, contents, style &e. of the in-
spired writings, and the meaning of obscure
passages is generally clicited.  Lach student
is taught to consider this department of his
education as theological rather than literary,
and as intended to make him conversant
with the facts and doctrines of revelation.
Thus the study of theology is made biblicat
rather than systematic.

Aurray’s English Grammar and Exercises
were learncd by one class in four months.
The same also studied Geography, paying
especial attention to countries, nations, &c.,
mentioned in Scripture. In all these sub-
jects their proficiency was tried by the ex-
aminers,

In Mathematics, one class studied Algebra
as far as simple equations with two unknown
quantities; and another class in a few months
learned the first book of Fuclid's Geometry.
Both ¢lasses were examined,

In Laogic, the six seniov students became
conversant with most of Whately's Treatise,
and underwent a lengthy examination in the
same,

Besides the above branches of education,
every student was required to prepare weekly
a sketch of @ Sermon, to be criticised by every
member of the Iustitution as well as the Pre-
sident; and a Discourse was required from
cach every month for examination by the
President. A course of suitable private read-
ing was also recommended to each.

Five of the stadents were, by the kindness
of Dr. Stephenson, allowed to attend his
course of lectures on Anatomy. 'The same
gentleman has been also very kind in attend-
ing gratuitously on afflicted members of the
Institution.

Testimonials of the Exa

The examination, it should be observed,
was throughout conducted ad aperturam libri,
it being left wholly with the examiners to fix
upon a passage or to propouud a question.

MoxtnrEAL, July 16, 1341,

Tt is with feelings of no ordinary satisfac-
tion and pleasure, that I bear testimony to
the very creditable proficiency evinced by the
Students, in the several departments of Clas-
ical, Mathematical, and Theological learning,
in which their studies have been prosecuted.
Trom the chort period which some of the
olasses had been engaged in studying some of
the branches of learning, the progress was still
wore remarkable,

The examination in the first Book of Ta-
olid was minute and satisfactory, while %a

S.
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Algebra, although much had not been done,
there was considerable comprehension of its
principles shown by some nwmbers of the
class. All in the Logie class were evidently
familiar with the subject. ‘I'hose whose at-
tention had been turned to English Grammar
and Geography, had a general knowledge of
these subjects. In the Greek Reader, the
Junior elass displayed a remarkable degree of
acquaintance with the principles of the lan-
wuage ; but the senior class, in the examina-
tion on the Acts, proved that they were con.
versant with many of the great principles of
Biblical Criticism, and the same class afforded
a similar proof of their proficiency in Sacred |
Literature, when examined on the book of
Psalms in Hebrew.  The Syriac was pursued
by ane only, but in this case as in the others,
it was difficult to say whether the tutor had
been more persevering in the communication
of instruction, or the pupil more diligent in
receiving and retaining it. It is but just
hawever to add, that while general satisfaction
was obtained in all the examinations, there
were so.ye members who evinced decided
superiority in their studies,
JOHN GIRDWOOD.

T am glad of an opportunity of placing
,upon record the feelings of high satisfaction,

with which T have attended the Annual Ex-
amination of the Baptist College at Montreal |
for the present year; an examination which !
accupied nearly twelve hours, and afforded
to those who were present a traly fair criterion |
‘by which to judge of the attainments of the
young men. With the laborious, aud, as I
conceive, very skilful methads of instruction
pursued by the learned President, I had en- |
joyed a previous opportunity of making my- |
self personally acquainted ; and I can only |
wish that every friend and patron of the in- |
stitution had been present on this interesting
accasion, to witness for himself one more
instance of the gratifying, the honourable re-
sult. In Dr. Davies’s method of instruction,
I do not know whether is mare to be admired,
the aceuracy of the knowledye thatis imparted,
or the acquaintance into which the students
are led with the general principles of those
sciences to which attention is turned.
JOHUN DYER, Jun.

July 6, 1841.

My Dear Sir,—I take this opportunity
of expressing to you the pleasure which I re-
ceived from witnessing the Annual Examina-
tion of the Students attending the Institution,
in which you so ably fil] the office of Teacher.
I'he manner in which they were interrogated

on that hranch of study [the Acts of the
Apostles] on which I heard them examined,
and the readiness of their replies, furnished
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evidence both of the excellence of the system
of instruction which you adupt, and the suc-
cess with which you have prosecuted it.

I sincerely hope the Institation may be
prosperous and permanent. I consider it a
matter of great importance that it be custained,
both because of the thorough education which
is given in it, and because this country is so
destitute of the means of affording pions
younz men, such an education as will pre-
pare them for the office of the holy ministry.
I am, my dear Sir, yours very trnlv,

V. TAYLOR.
Minister of the Scotch Secessz’on Church.

Montreal, July 16, 1841,
The Library.

Some valuable additions have been made to
the collection of books during the past year.
But there is still great need of standard works
in Divinity and general literature, The
following presents, rveceived from various
friends, are gratefully acknowledged:

From Joseph Gurney, Esq., London.
Mathew Henry’s Miscellaneous Works, I vol.
Cruden’s Concordance, 1 vol.

Saurin’s Sermons, 8 vols.

Donnegan’s Greek and English Lexicon,
1 vol.

Riemer’s Greek and German Lexicon, 2 vals,

Latin Dictionary, 2 vols.

Translation of Klopstock, 2 vols.

Glimpses of the Old World, 2 vols.

Chillingsorth’s Works, 2 vols.

i Bible Atl.ns, 1 vol.

Burder's Village Sermans.

Also numerous smaller works, both religions
and classical ; together with the residue
of the late Mrs. E. Gurney's libravy.

From Rev. C. Anderson, Edinburgh.
Merrick on the Psalms, 2 vols. '
Chillingworth’s Works, 1 vol.

Mayer on the Evangelists, 1 vol.

Dr. Taylor’s Works, 1 vol.

West on the twelve lesser Prophets, 1 vol.
From Rev. J. P, Griffiths, Sabden, Lanca-
shire,

Thomson's Chemistry, 2 vols.

do. on Heat and Electricity, 1 vol.

From Rev. W. Fraser, Lancashire.

Parkhurst's Hebrew Lexicon, 1 vol.

From R, Haldane, Esq., Edinburgh.
Evidence and Authority of Divine Revela-

tion, 2 vols.

Commentary on Romans, 2nd val.

From Mr. Joseph Leeming, Montreal.
M. Henry’s Miscellancous Works, 2 vols.

From Rev. W. II. Coombs, Toronts.

Arnott’s Elements of Physics, 2 vols.
A y



SW1ISS MISSION AT GRANDE LIGNE.

SWISS MISSION AT GRANDE
LIGYNE.

Having been again favaved by our esteemed
friend, Mr. T. M. Tuoxrson, of Napier-
ville, with a unarrative of the recent success
of this most interesting mission, we have
great pleasure in laying his communication
before our readers.

Dear Broruer Davies.—The pro-
gress of the G ospel among the Freach Cana-
dians is an object in which I feel such an
interest, that X am induced to give a little
further information respecting it, in the hope
that numbers of your readers, both far and
near, will participate in the joy which such
information is so well calculated to inspire.
Since the communication which appeured in
the Mayazine last February, velative to the
state of the mission at the Grand Ligne, the
great Head of the Church has given our de-
voted friends the most cheering evidences of
his approbation and his blessing. There has
been a greater number of conversions than
at almost any former period of the same
length, and the desire manifested by many
in various parts of the country to read the
Bible, and to hear of redemption through the
gospel of Jesus alone, give the most decided
evidence that the spirit of enquiry is awak-
ened amang the people, and also that the
good seed which has been sown by those
devated servants of God, is bringing forth
fruit to his glory. The limits of this com-
munication will not admit of many particn-
lars, no doubt very interesting, being inserted,
at the writer may be allowed to notice very
biefly, some facts in connection with the
conversion of individuals who have lately
juined the church at the Grand Ligne, which
will tend to exhibit the power of the gospel,
as well as the genuineness of their own con-
version.

Henri B is by birth a French Canadian,
Lut for some years past has been pursuing his
occupation as a méchanic in the United
States. He left home a strict Roman Ca-
tholic, but going into strange society without
the shield of veligion, and unsustained by the
protecting infl of pious iates, he
became, as might be expected, the companion
of the ungodly, and returned last autuma a
confirmed infidel. His father, mother, and

four sisters, being at that time the whale
family, were some years ago baptized and
added to the Grande Ligne church, and from
their snperior intelligence and piety, form
some of its brightest ornaments. This dear
family, including Henri, are much attached
to one another, and nothing but his couver-

sion seemed wanting to complete their happi- |
i home, the father emwbraced hin saying, [

tess, One of the younger sisters who used

‘1’:‘)’

often to sit on his knee; and to whom he
would tell his plans for making them ail
comfortable in the warld, would frequently
burst into tears, and when asked by her
brather why she wept, would reply, ¢ Henri
daes not love the Saviour; how can we he
happy without loving the lovely Jesus.” On
such oceasions he would go th his employ-
ment, of any whrre out of the way. His
sleeping apactment was separated from that
of his sisters by a thin partition, and nothing,
he afterwards said, so irritated his feelings
and enraged his mind, as to hear the two
elder sisters regularly praying for his conver-
sion to God. But the time of his deliver-
ance was drawing nigh. The greater part
of the family and sometimes the whole, have
been in the habit of spending the first day of
the new year at the mission house, and as
Henri had never been there (their residenca
being twenty-four miles off) they persuaded
him to go with his mother and some of his
sisters, although with great reluctance, as he
had some misgivings about the result. The
conversation at the mission was naturally of
a religious character, in the course of which
he informed Madame Feller that he had been
lately convinced of the authenticity of the
scriptures, although he felt no particular in-
terest in them. She asked if he ever prayed :
he said no; that whenever he tried. the
thousands of objects that diverted his atten-
tion rendered it quite impossible. He was
informed that it was his duty not only to
pray, but to do so in spirit and in truth, and
exhorted, if convinced of the duty, to begin
that very night, and seek for purdon and
salvation through the blood of Jesus. After
retiring for the night he endeavoured to pray;
but the usual confusion of his mind drove
him from his knees and to his bed. When
he had lain down, the thought struck him,
am X really robbed of the mastery of my
thoughts by the dominion of evil spirits? and
so much did it occupy his mind, that he
slept but little during the night. In the
morning he said but little, and after family
worship retired to his room. Madame Fel-
ler, who had observed his emotion, followed
him very shortly after, and found him in
tears. ““ What is the matter Henri ?” said
she. “ Oh I am a great sinner, a great sin-
ner!” The devoted missionaries, with the
mother and sisters, continued for hours in
teaching, encouraging, veading and praying
with him, and although our wintry days are
but very shart, the light of the sun did not
leave the firmanent, until the light of God's
countenance had shone with peace and ce-
lestial brightness into his happy soul, and the
sun of righteousness had avisen upon him
with healing in his beams.  Upon returning
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kuew that the Lord would answer our
prayers: this my son was dead and is alive
again, hie was lost and is found.”

Joseph Giguerre is annther of those lately
added ** to the number of the disciples.” Ile
had been servant to Mr. Novmandeau while
the latter was a priest, and was so very
much attached to Me. N., that upou hearing
that he had become a Protestant, nothiug
could prevent him from going to ascertain
the truth, and if possible, to bring back his
former master to the obedience of the Huly
Mother. We may here just observe, that he
was a great devotee; his room was a com-
plete picture gallery of sub-mediators both
male and female, and he possessed muore
erueifixes, beads and medals, which the
writer bas seen with Iis own eyes, than almast
any priest in the country, Having been di-
rected to L’Acadie as the neighbourhood of
My, Normandeau’s residence, he went there
last Darch, and inguired where he lived.
These whom he asked, told him the place,
but added that it was extremely dangerous
to go near the dwelling, for that those who
went in, ravely canre out until the evil spirit
who abode there contimumlly, had changed
them to the religion of the false prophet.
Joseph being thus warned, was determined
not be caught, and gainyg in by the back door
of the mission house, enquired for Me. Nor-
mandeau. e was informed that Mr. N.

was engaged in teaching up stairs; and fnvited |

to go up and see him, but ne inducement
could prevail upon him to leave the prox-
imity of the door, for he said, should the
spell hegin to operate, he would instantly
rush from the house, However Mr. N.
appeared, and as he had nething peculiarly
demoniacal about his appearance, he per-
suaded Joseph to sit dewn, and nutual
yuestions and replies followed in succession
for some hours; until the stmplicity and
transparency of thre glorious gospel had found
an eutrance to his heart.

him from the boudage of superstition and
Pupish idelatry, and by its almighty epera-

tion with the word of truth, made this fine :

young man within ten days of his arrival at
the mission, an intelligent and praying be-
liever. Many Christian friends who are un-
acquainted with the condition of & Roman
Catholic population, may suppoese that the
facts now macrated have been varnished for
effect, or that Joseph Giguerre is a very
simple man.  This, however, is not the case.

Giguerre is naturally s clever man, but had ’

received no education prior to his coming to
the Grande Ligne. Persons in good eir-

vigstanees, and having the character of
shirewdd, elever men, are o ignorant of his- |

AT

Yes! a supernat-’
ural influcnce did keep him uutil ¢ the grace !
of God that bringeth salvation” had redeemed

GHANDE LIGNE.

tory and facts, that they will tell us, '
Protestant daoes not pray, he does not believe
ina God.”  Now, ignorast people are both
superstitions and credulous, and there i3 no
lte which has a tendency to slander the mis.
ston and its supporters, it matters not how
palpable or absurd, but will be circulated with
difigenee, and swallowed with avidity.

There ave also two other young men who
have been Intely converted and added to the
church at the mission.  They ace both of
thewm clever, and have received a fair com-
mercial edacation, the one being clerk in a
mesgantile establishinent, and the other a
tanner.  The writer’s intimacy with them,
prevents his giving either the particulars of
their cases ov theic names. The love of
reading led them to history, and then to ju.
vestigation; and the book which was more
immediately blessed to their souls, was a free
transiation inte French of thiat deservedly
popular work, ¢ Pike’s Persuasives to Early
Piety,” and entitled ‘* Le jeune hemme a
Yentrée de sa voie.” Besides the above
mentioned, four others have joined the chureh
at the Grande Ligne since the last commu.
nication in the Register, Four or five others
I are on the eve of being proposed to the ehurch
“as members, who although loosed from

Popery, have been for a long time halting be-

tween the service of God and Maminon,
{ The church now sumbers forty-six members,
including the Missionary, Teachers, &e., aml
_although the discipline is the same as in our
. Baptist and Congregational Churches, vet
there has not been one exclusion sinee it was
founded. This fact speaks volumes in shew-
ing that the members have been admitted
with diserimination and watched over with
vigilanee,

There has also been a very tmportant
work going o in counection with the mis
sion, at the village of St. Pie, near the base
of Yamaska Mountain, Soemetime last wig.
ter, a person from that place, who had been
round in different parts of the country ga.
thering assiwtance for a neighbour whe hadlest
all his property by fire, called in the pursuit
! of his object at the Grande Ligne. It wa
then towards evening, and he was asked to
vetaain all night. He did so, and here for
the first time, conversed with his fellow-
countrymen of his own language, who were
net Roman Cathelics.  Although evey
thing was quite new to him, he felt a deyp
interest in the conversation, and on his &
! parture for home, willingly took away sev-
- eral copies of the Seriptures and other buoks
which Mr. Roussy gave him. In the be
ginning of June a special messenger was sent
, for Mr. Roussy to go down to St. Pie, mv 3
" number of individuals who had heen veal
jug the Seviptures  were auxtous to he v

i
!
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ther instrueted. BMr, Roussy went aceord-
ingly, and found eight persons whe had
openly abandoned Popery, and were desiving
to be insteacted in the way of the Levid more
fully. Mr. R, remained {or & few days with
these young disciples, three or four of whom
now appeie to receive the truth in the love
of it, and desire to give themsel-es to the
Savisur who loved them.

When we remember that these persons
were nearly fifty miles from the mission, and
in the very midst of Romish influence, theic
case §s onse of peculiar interest, and one which
calls for devout geatitude to God.  They
demand the sympathy and the fervent pray-
ers of all who love our Lord Jesus in trath
and sincerity.

This mission never has been in connection
with, nor under the auspices of the French
Cauadinn Missionacy Saciety.  Norave they
with any other soelety in this country, con-
sidering that they can best advance the
interests of the mission by being independent.
1t has been supported prineipally by the eon-

BAPTIST

teibutions af Christinns in the United States |

and some in Canada, The Fureigu Evan-
gelical Society of New York has, with a
noble gencrosity assisted the mission to a
large amount, without claiming any control
over its operations.  This is lberality traly
worthy of imitation. T. M. T

The Editor has received and transmitted
10s.given to this mission by 21r. J.Epwanps,
Peterboro’.

PR —
THE LONG POINT BAPTIST
ASSOCIATION.

This body held its fourth yearly meeting
at St. Themas, on the 4th, 5th, aud 6th of
June. We are happy to learn from the
wminutes that a good measure of prosperity
hasbeen granted duving the past year, eighty-
three having been haptized, This increase in
numbers is more gratifying, on account of its
being attended by enlarged views of Christian
enterprise, a3 may be seen from the following
tesolutions, which we copy from the minutes,
in the hope that the brethren swho passed
them will not allow them to remain as a dead
letter on their records.

The followsng resolutions were pr i
by Blder William Rees, accompanied with
suitable remarks, and the subjects of the same
having been freely discussed, they were unani-
mously adopted.

3. Resoleed —That we cordially np%)mve of the
Canada Baptist College, and in view of tho pressing
wants of Zion at honve for living teachers, we be.

ASSOCIATION,

57

fieve the young men of nne churchos are vatted npon
to render to the great 1ead of the Chusch, * thew
bodies a living saeritiee ;" and that it i< the daty of
aur Fathers in Zion, te look out young wen of
suitable gifts, and urge thom fnr\vm{

2, Hesoleed,~That we earnestly recammend to
the charches composing this Assoviation, to assist
the young brethren among them, who, by their
call, and the operation of God’s spirit, are persunded
to engage in the miniutry, in obtaining sueh an
education as will qualify them for extensive use-
fulness,

3. Resolved ~That in nur view of a more generatl
diffusion of periodical religious information, we
urge upen our brethren a more vigoraus offort to
axtend the eireulation of the Cunude Buptist Mug-
azine.

STATISTICS OF THL CHUACHLS.

NIRE

HNMEN S
CIHURCHES. %35 @?; 5 E

= [l ) .

I I8

Bagham,, v oo v vo ve oo sabmedomefedcimd V) 59
bst Charlottevillew oo .. oo L 1] 21—t ) w2
24 Charlatteville., .. ..o = - 2l 3y 4
Middoton v v e ve ve eof Vel =11 07
Matahide.. oo oy o0y v a =1 6] 17 1] ] 1 93
24 Nerwich.. ., v ve sel ) Ml —1 et 18
2d Norwieb. oo .0 oo e oo 2 g1 3l-d 3¢
Ist Oxford oo oo o oo oo ow w )] 20—t ¢ 41| 3
ad Oxford oo .. .0 oo e W39 7] 3] AL 1] 06
St. Thomas., oo oo oo w0 oo oof I =110} ~]—] 53
African Church, St, ‘Thomas . j—{lefmi~! 1] 13
Walsingham, .. o .. o0 ol 581124 51150
st Yarmouth., .. .. ..o 3 2kt 2l 1} 1] 46
2d Yarmonth o, .. oo oo, o 0 3l—todf o} 47
Houghton .. .. «. .. .. o =] M| Sfi} 53
83:143, 4]88{23111i827

Tue WesTeay Barrist Associarioy
has now been united te the above, alter hold-
ing its eleventh anpiversary at Nissouri, on
the 11th of June, when the reports from
the churches were too defective to give u
general view of their state. But from the
minutes of 1833 we learn that there were in
this budy twelve churches containing 484
members.  We trust the unien will add to
the strength aud nsefulness of the Westarn
churches.

PN S——
Moxzarar, July 16, 1841.

TO THE EDITOR OF THE RELGISTER.

Dear BRoTHER,—The accompanyinglot-
ter was received by me from our devoted and
self-denying Brother Clarke, who ‘has gone
on the Mission to Western Africa, for the
purpose of establishing a Station up the River
Niger. I thiuk your readers will feel deeply
interested in the statements which it containg,
and every praying soul will implore success
to attend such efforts to spread the knowledge
of salvation. It is given to you entire, that
you may insert all or part as you think praper.

With sincere desive for the diffusion of
seriptural and missionary knowledge through
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the medium of your periodical, T remain,
yours most respectfully in Christ,
JOUN GIRDWOOD.

Fraxaxno Po, Feb. 13, 1841,

My Berovep Broruer,—I have a fa-
vourable opportunity for sending you a few
lines; and do so to show that in this distant
land I do not forget these with whom T ex-
pect to employ an eternity above,

I had with Dr. Prince a favourable passage
to the place, and have been enabled to preach
to people of many different tongues. The
fiest uf Africa’s children to whom we declared |
the gospel, were six Kroumen, a native of
Cape Coast, and a Coungo bay, who sailed
with us to Africa.  Passing alung the coast
from Settra Krou to Cape Coast Castle, we
had opportunities of conversing with the na-
tives of the Krou Coast, Greba, Drewin,
Friesco, Cape Lahou, and several’ other
places; and, taking on board eighty Krou- ;
men, we had employment in imparting to |
them instruction during the remainder of our |
passage. At Cupe Coast, we preached to the
Fantees; and lere, to libevated Africans, !
from a great number of different countries;
and to free natives of Caleban, and Came-
roons, and other parts adjacent. We have
made an interesting voyage in a boat, to the
River Camervons, and to Bimbia; and at
five towns have spoken to upwards of 1500
prrsons, who never before heard the name of
Jesus.  But our meost remarkable Jabours
have been among the aboriginal inhabitants
of this place, vulgarly called ¢ Boobies,” but
properly * ddeeyahs.” To about 650 of
tiese we have declared the word of life.
They have listened with attention; and two
whoe reside in that town, have given their
uames as inquirers after trath.  These people
are the most extravrdinary I have any where
seent. Men and women are naked ; except |
a few feathers on a piece of monkey's skin,

REV.

JOIIN CLARKE.
of hone. ‘Their other ornaments are cords
clotted with clay, straps of hide, or monkey's
skin, a monkey's tail around the waist, a
snake's skin around the arm or neck, four op
five snakes’ vertebre around the waist, a
number of bones of antelopes, mounkeys, &e,
hung by strings about the ueck, wrists, and
legs, a juju or grésre, in form of a wooeden
bell with a piece of hone for a rapper, the
horn of the Yantamba, or some such foolish
thing ; some of the women wear ugly broad
belts, about the arms, legs, and waists,
covered over with clay and paln oil; their
money is large and small pieces of shells, and
these ave worn on the heavy clayey part of
the head, around the neck, the waist, the
arms, and especially at the aucles.  The
loads they carry in this way, when in dress,
are very considerable, and prove the person.
ages wearing these, to be of importauce.  On
the forehead of males and females, are small
skulls of nunkeys or of dugs. and at the
breast, the favourite ornament is a quantity
of fat or suet, put up in the caul of a goat, or
asheep: with this they rub their breast, when
the sun is hot. I could say much more, but
mustclose.  Among this simple hearted ijyof.
feusive people we go, and sleep in their huts,
and make known to them the way of salva-
tion. DMy brother, pray for us—pray that
God may raise up labourers for Africa
Kindest love to dear Mrs., Girdwood, and to
her aged mother. Ever yours in Christ
Jesus.
JOHN CLARKE.
——
STUDY OF UEBREW AMONG THE
NESTORIANS.

Mr. Glen attended the recitation of my)
Hebrew class, which consiats of seven Nesto-
rian ecclesiastics.  He expressed himself]
equally pleased and surprised to find them
such proficients in that language. The He.
brew and Syriac so ucarly resemble e

or a few dried leaves fastened to a string : other, that the Nestorians find it a very e

which passes round the loins.  Their bodies | task to acquire the former, and their ariental
are completely covered over with clay and | organs enable them to pronounce that lan
palm oil—some are painted with blue clay on ; Suage much more perfectly than Europea
the face, others have brown dust rubbed upon | schulars can do. It is delightful to see th
different parts; and many are painted all | venerable language thus acquired by Chris
over & purple colour, with the pulped leaves ; tian youth in ancient Media. Great thing
of a particular {ree.  The hair is put up with | for the cultivation of the Hebrew may resukt
clay and palm oil in reund ringlets as thick |, from this small beginning, aud especially by

as the finger—there are on the back parts of |
the head some hundreds of these, formed with '
stiff clay, and pressed together, forming a |
load of some pounds weight, resting when .
they hold the head erect, upon the top of the
back and shoulders. Their hats are of straw
or withs, and of various shapes—wost of !
them flat, and stuck full of feathers, and fas- |
tened to the head with a long nail of irou, or

a people who passess such unequalled facil
ties for acquiring it.  Aud great advantage,
we trust, will alo accrue to the Nestorian
themselves from so many of their ecclesiadtio
drawing a knowledge of the Scriptuvesdi
rectly fram the fountain.—Rec. Mr, Perkisy
Missionary in Persia.

o —

T

Trinted by Camphell § Recket.
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