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' ON BAPTISM. = ;J, '

3 -To prevent d;sappomtment it may be well to state at the commnrerice’
! rnent, that the object of the writer of this article isnot to shew; thetthy
<infamgof such as are members of the visiblé church arefo be baptized.”
"The-rightof the infants of believers to this seal of the covenant is for the
presént assumeds'to.be well founded.  Although the question uf tinfant
baptism® is in this communication waived, yet it is believed; that the
exhibition of the true "import of infant baptism will bring ‘out muth to
shew-that it.is-an ordinunce agreeable to the general scope:of the Serig-
tures § that it holds a most important place in the Christian system und
that it gerves ends of high importance for which no provision has:‘been:
made, if the right of the infants of believers to be baptised be deniedi* On
another oceesion, the writer may siate those arguments for the baptism’
of infants which completely satisfy his own mind, and which ought, lehg
ersithis, in his opinion; 10 have finally settled .the controversy. The direct
cbject.of -this communication.is to set before the parents of our chusches
the 'nature and- importance of am ordmanca in the scnpmml aul‘wr‘ty of*
wthhey all believe. ) ! o
:"Evéry person who hag paid any attention to the opinions and pracnces
- of many who believe that their ' irfants oughtito be baptized, must have
yemarked that they'seem to be in & -great nieasure ignorant of the nsture
- oftthe institution—some regarding it only as a ceremony rendered venera~
blefbylong observance, and others attaching to it a superstitious import-
ance, as if there were in it some mysteriouspower of securing-salvation.
Some, uriable to'say whether there'be-any advintageinit, and others sup-
pdsing hat the eternal well-being of o child ds- endangereﬂ if - the adxmms-
_ tiation 6f baptism be neglected. - . - e
* ~Qne great proof of the - 1gnorance which prevml:t respt.fclmg baptistm,.is’
wfm-mshed by the manner in which parents] edueate: their children--whom-
mey have.devoted to the Lord in' Baptism. *  Did parents ¥now wWhat they
‘didwhen they. got the scal of the covenant put upon-their oﬁ‘spnng 3did’
the} know the tesponsibilities which lie upbh them with rdspett to theik
'chiildren 5 -did- they know the new relutionship which is foried between -
. itham and their children in bapusm did they know the re]atmnshlp"wmbh“
S &submsls ‘between God and them, and between the' church and thédy, it-
. Ywould be impossible for tiem so utterly to neglect the feligiouseduedtion of
-{their children as multitndes do.  When we see parents aliow theit-chil-
drento grow ‘up in ignorance of the character and the il of the God to

waom they consecrated them, acquiring bad principles and bad habits, and
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a6 On Baptism.

Lvmg 8 deshlnte of the fear of God, ard as ignorant of snlvation 1.m3
of the means by which it may be attained, as if they were the children of
heathens., when we see ihem anxions only to educate them for the presen:
life’ o we avoid coming to the conclision, eithier, that they ate 1gzylorans
of the nature of bapusm. or that, when they got their children baptized
they were not sincere—that they acted hypocriticully with God. Religious
education at a public Sabbath school, however much that may be a help
to paxents,.comes very farshort of relieving themof:the obligations under
which they individually lig, to train up their childven in the nurtwre and
admenition of the Lord, and for which they are individually responsible,

Nor is the church-freg from blame with respect to baptized infants, If
childxen are publicly recognised as baving a place i thé family of God,
the-church aught certainly to see that they are receiving proper training
while under the guardianship of their parents; and ought also, when the
proper time comes, to superintend their religious education. This was
the ancient practice, and it were well that it were revived. The care of
the-church ought not to be confined, as it too frequently is, to thosa of
mature age. To provide meat for the full grown and to neglect to provide
milk forthe babes, is very unlike what the christian fanily ought to-be. -

« "This neglecs-arises in a great measure from not adverting to the position.

which & baptized child occupies in the church, and from ignorance of the,
tong nature-of church membership. Were these understood, men would
either not become church members, or they would strive to. be faithful tor
the duties which that relationship br'ogs along with it. As long as men
regexd the membership of ‘the church merely. os something connected with
respectability in the eyes of the world, or as entitling .them to certain.
privileges not connected with corresponding daties ; as long as they do not
regard thernselver as members of God’s spiritusl family, seperated frony
the world and on progress to immortality, so long will they negleet their
duty ta their children and to themselves.

The church of God being an institution of Heaven, and in which mora
of his. gloryis manifested then in all his other warks, contains within itself
all the instrumentality which is needed for so training its members, that
they moy becoms meet. to be rnade partakers of . the inheritance of the
saints in Jight, Thereis a depth of wisdom in its simple orderings which
the sarpel eye does not see.  Instead then, of inventing a new constitution .
for the church of Christ, based on principles of expediency, the cliurch .
ought’ tobxmg into fult operation God’s own ordinances ; and were this
dane, anamount of success would attend her ministrations such as hes not
bgepsince the days of the Apostles ; modern improvements are but clumsy ,
apbstitutes for God’s own ordinances, 'The institutions of the christian
chureh havernot, for many centuries, had & fair trial, Every thing has
been more-or less corrupted or distorted. ‘The church has become in 3
greatmeasure powerless. The form remains but the genuine spirit is
awanting, Are we then to throw away as inefficient the ordinances whick



On Baptism. 29

God hop given fo make men wise and holy, and supply their place by
some-eoutrivances of our own? Are we to say of God’s laws, that they
have been tested by = trial sufiiciently long, and have been fourd wanting.;
that the world has advenced so far before the attainments of apestolical
times that we must have reg:lations adapted to our improved state 2 No!
Jet us endeavar to, enter into the spirit of those ardinances which God has
appointed, and we shall soon see the characteristics of primitive tiraes
xevive amongst.us.

. 'The following observations are designed to set before christians the na~
ura of that.divine service, by which infants are recognised as members
of the visible church, that, by their understanding it they may be led tp
dlscharge those duties which devolve upon them.

Bidptism is a sacrament, But what is a sacrament? An answer tothis
cannot be wrought of the name, which is of latin origin, and was unknown
to.the writers of the New Testament. ‘The apostles never employed any
generic term to express these two ordinances ; they called the one simply
baptism, and the other, the Lord's supper, 'We must look at the ordi-
nances themselves that we may understand what a sacrament means.

In those ordinances called sacraments, there are employed certain sen-
sible signs, bread, wine and water. It must be evident that these *‘¢la-
ments” can have no virtue connected with the salvation of the soul. Men's
sins cannot be washed away by water, nor their souls edified by material
food, by whomsoever applied. Even the Roman Catholics seem to be
aware of this, for they transubstantiate the bread and the wine into the
real body and blood of Christ ; but after all, this is & poor contrivance ;
for it doés notsppear how eating the flesh and drinking the bloed,of Christ,
which are material, could do eny thing for the soul, more than the eating

of bread and drinking of wine which are also material. Souls do not
eat flesh any more than they eat bread.

The elements in the sacrament are sigas, and when understood, thsy
represent to the mind some truths, the knowledge and belief of which is
adysntageous to the'soul. The using of the sign, by washing or eating
and drinking, has no efficjency on the soul, but the believing in what is
zepresented by these signs has. Whatis signified by baptism will ba
stated by and by, atpresent it may be remarked, that in the Lord’s supper
the bread and the wine represent the body and, the blood of Christ; the
breaking of the bread and the pouring out of the wine represents the body
of GChrist broken and his blood shed. in that ordinance, therefore, the
thing set before the church is the death of Christ a3 a propitiation for sin ;
and estmg and drinking by believers, symholizes their appropriating of
Chmst by faith,  This appropriation increases sheir confidence, awakens
love and promotes holiness and joy.

A .secrament is therefore, simply, the exhibition to the church of xmporb-
ant truths and privileges by means of outward. or *‘sensible signs.” The
truths or facts and privileges which have been selected to be sacramentally
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gétfotth, erethosa fundamentol ortes on which the whole gospel system
jsibrectdd—The niversal corruption of human nature and salvation :by
the.death ‘of Christ.  ‘The difference between preaching the: gospel ond
the dispensation.of a-sacrament lies in this, that in the .one,: thoge.truths
are: set forth'in words,. which in the other, are set forih by signé. - The
'goh[%lxiakesawider range than a sacrament. It takesin the whole'counsel
.of-God-and is addressed to sinners as well as saints. A sacrament.con-
fines the attention to one or two truths, but these are the -basis of all that
the gaspel'has t6-say-to either good or bad; and also, it-can be rightly and
properly obsesved only by a particular class—the friends of Christ, Thesa
tiowever;-are nat in all.réspects essential dxﬂ‘erences the truer.pomt of
distinction is as has been stated above. - RN

- 1A ‘sneramentis therefore an ordinance in uhxch the - great prmclples of
galvation are enshrined.: It is the casket which-2ontains the jewels; «the
vessel which holds the new wine ; the basket which keeps-the loaves tind
the “fishes which ‘are to feed the multitude.” If sacraments have sny
greaterefliciency as mennS of grace than the preaching of the gospely it
must- be-betause-in them the attention is directed to'a single point,-and
that point the most impbrtant of.all ; and because the truths.presented: by
them ‘are-Brought more close fo us, being made, as it were, objects of
sense. -The relative value of the means of grace, consists in.the clearness
and-fdlness with-which they exhibit. Christ to our fith.. .
- 'There gretwo 'inferences 'plainly deduciblefrom all this: -/The firstis;
thiit-no alteration; ot even thesmallest, ought to be made in- these sacred
institutions,’ Bvery thing in them isappointed by divine authority,and..no
untioly buad skould be: put firth to make any alteration v His.ordinances.
Bvery -thing-in -them iy deeply significant. To make a change. imithe
symbol, isto make a-cltange in the thing sigrified. The iden of rondefing
them more impressive by the addition of ceremonies which are not-in the
bible, dg:an-impiety. Obedience, strict-obedience to his reveaied:willy is
religion. . The Romna Catholics have added to the sacraments«a multitudo
of .observances, to rendor them mere imposing-aud efficient, by whitl
they hoave altered the chatacter of both, so that they are no- lorﬁer'thu thmgs
thopiwere ini the days-of the apostles. - R (*7-
+ vIihe segond inference s, that saoramerts denve-no»eﬁicacy'ffrbm tho¥e
whio ediinister them.. - The language of our 'standards- 6h'=t—his"po'mt=’i§
excellent—«#“Sacrements become effectwal means of- sdlvation; not foiy
any virtue. i them or in himithat doth-administer tigm, but- only’ by'the
bleusing nobB:Christ.and the working of his spirit in them that ‘ by fied
seceive thepr™,s Much is now done in certain quartersito shew thit-otlif
priests episcopally -ordained, snd in direct succession-from the wpostiés}
have the power of administering validsacraments,  What'iy«the diffeteried
between +x valid stofament-and a-sacrament that is not velid-apart” from
the. faith or unbelief of the' recipient, it is not worth’ while-to eﬁqui_r‘é'f
neitherthe iden. nor the language is seriptural,  When the primitive éhrigd
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tians. et in secrgby, a8 they often did, to perform an ot of. homige to
him who'died for their-offences and rose again for their justification, und
40 ' feast on the remgmbrances of his love, it never occurredto. them o
think; whetherthe validity of their simple act of duty and- gratitude! do.
pended on: the Brotirer who -officinied. The"great object in claiming for
priésts:qualifications necessary to render sacraments valid, isto-endreass
power;” and- history tells: us that to augment the power of the: church by
making - the efficiency of ordinances depend upon her ministers, is to de-
stroy:the gospel, It ishigh-time that the institutions of the new economy,
at once so:sublime and so simple, were sfript of every thing like supersti-
tion ‘and priesteraft, and observed agreeably to their original intention, as
means of presennmr the Lord Jésus to the faith and the love of believers&
OF BAPTSN,

- "Fhe foregomu- remarks have been made respecting Saommems gener
ally. ‘Those that follow respect baptism in particular. .

The parties concerned in the baptism of a child are thice, the Chmch.
-the parent or parems-—-und the ohiid. To all tbree, bapnsm has z‘m
important’ refetence;-© - 3

' ' Of Baptism-s6 fvas the Church is eoncered,su’s . .

It has been alrendy stated that baptism, as being a sncramem,
gyinbolizes certain; important truths. Without aiming.at great mintiténgas,
the .truths enshringd ‘i the sacrament mey be .stated ay the twq

following, . .. o O o HEA
1. The Baptism of a child symbohz@s thp unxversal corrupnom.nf
human natwees - v i N

- Nothing can more clcarly set: forth thc docmne of onguml szn:than thé:
bapnsm of an infant, An infunt, -it is obvious, can have nd sin ‘ofirits.
own,.committing):it is not capableof entertaining a sinful thoight, -ogms
sinfal'jyish, or of performing.a sinful.act, It is, so far as itsiown personab
actiogs: are concerned, .an innaocent creature, aad yet thas little innogent
needs. to-be washed.. . There is. about. it, something. which needs to ba:
removed;:ard that something can He ibuioved 6nly by-the blood which was
glied £or the.femission of sins, . Fo attempt.to:éxplain “how sin:isin ax
infant is not at present intended, what.we have chiefly to.do.;with ig'the
fadt,rthat ol rhen are byznature;cortuptéd, and that this'cortuption can: ‘be
removed onjy by-tlie atoning bloed of Christ. What is:matter of fact.now,,
has been matter of. fact all the way hick -to the fiust birthi' The. beptisai,
of an infant-is.a:publig:recognition of this-fuet by ‘thechurch, Weredvér
to.search-forpraofd in.support.of the.dodtrinerof :driginal sin, where.conldi
we fihd anpmore conchisive, any moredimpressive. than’ these which-aze®
farnishediby irifand bdptism. [These prooft do.not partake so. much «ofs
the nature of arguments, as of facts, which cannot be-contradieted.:y.

The doctrine of originel sin lies at the f~undation of christian theology,
and also of practical goodness ; and an avowal of it is the first thmg done
when a person is declm‘ed t6 balong tothe family of Clirist. The sicrhimient
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of baptiam is the erdinance appoiuted by God for securing its proper impore
sance to this fundamental truth, And what is this original sin to which
£0 great & prominence is given. ¢ Original sin,” says ﬂIeluncxhon, “is
an inclination born with us~~an impulse which is agreeable to ns—g
certain influence which leads us into the commission of sin, and which
has passed from Adem upon all his posterity. Just as there is found in
fire a native energy which mounts upwards, just as in the load stone we
observe a natural powsr of atracting steel, justso do we find in man a
primary impulse impeiling him to that which is evil.” In his judgment,
*a deep sexse of the wretched state to which man is reduced by sin is
the foundation on which we must build the teaching of christian theolong
This universal evil is the primary fact, the leading truth whence the
science takes its departure, aud it is this which forms the peculiar
distinetion of theology from the sciences which work their own advante~
ment by the powers of reason.”’*

. Admitting that, in infant baptism, the fact of the universal corraption of
human natyre is recognized, it cannot but seem-strange that any who deny
this fact, should baptize infants. In their system infant -baptiem has nq
meaning, it symbolizes no truth,~it is 8 ceremony without any religious
objaet,

2. The second great truth symbolically represented in baptism is, that
provision has been made to-wash the guilt and defilement of sin away,
The water is a *sign” of the blood of Christ, by which the soul 'is
del’vered from the guilt and pollution of sin.

There are two important inferences which will very readily suggess
themeselves to tae reader ; the first is that infants may be saved and the
sccond is that salvation must be gratuitous on the part of God. If the
baptism of the infanis of belioving parents be rejected, thers is no pledga
on:the part of God, no direct evidence for the salvation of any, till they
attain to the agé in which they may become believers. To say that they
ard admitted into heaven on. sccount of their innocency, will not satisfy
those: who believe that in Adam all died. If 80, what ground have wg to
believe that they shall be admitted amongst the redeemed, if the only
plodge which the word of God contains be disowned ?

- ‘On -the supposition . therefore, that'infants maybe saved, it must bs
evident that their salvation.cannot be ¢f works, it must be by grace. Bnt
thisiisnot peculiarto infents, ¢ 'The pardon of sin and acceptance es
rightzons-in the sight of Gothon acpount of the righteousnessof Chriss
imputed;” is the same M anedultss in en infant. It isgrace in boths
Phisifact is equal in value to the others, or that there is salvation, Werg
the one not true it would be of little use to talkk of the other, for it
never. could be ourss

(-l

ot

"f'D':Alpbigne's histozy of the Reformation, vol. it p 19,



On Baptism. 81

Such, then'ere the invaluable tniths ¢ signified" in the baptisrr of
infents, Theygre the most: fmportant in the Word oft Gud; - '

Tho'doclrines symbolmed in beptism are those on which the Membershtp
of 'the. Church of Christ is founded: He who believes that all men’aré
spiritually dead, and'who has hope of the forgivhess of sins through.thé
atonementi of Christ, and who by his life, gives evidence that he believes
them, has those qualifications which entitle him to be reccived member
of the visible church. An association which is not founded on- these
great principles does not deserve the name of a Christian Chureh,

When a person would enter the church he must enter by the gate of
baptism ¢ The church signifying by this ordinance, that all who-are within
believe that all men are by nature sinners, and that salvation is only by
the blood of atonement. He who enters without believing these commits
an act marked either by superstition or impiety or both,--

As baptism is the symbol of the Church’s faith, and of the ground of
the Church’s fellowship, and as the administration of it constitutes either
# declaration of membership, or is the act by which admission is given,
it must certainly be a church ordinance, and as such, ought to be adminis-
tered in the presence of the church. If there be any services which more
properly are church services than others, the sacraments gre these
services.

Besides, the sacraments are infended to edify the chureh, and therefore
to administer either of them in private is to deprive the church of one’
of the merns-appointed for her profiting.

Y.ot us suppose that the church understands the meaning of the ordinance’
of baptism, and regards it with that reverance to which Gotl's institutions-
aro-entifled ; then, what miore natural for-a church member when & child
ia baptized xhan to say, That reminds me of my state by nature, I was
eonceived -in sin and brought forth in iniquity. But Geod, in the
aboundings of his grace, has had mercy upon me. By him:I have
been- brought out of a state of sin and misery and admiited into his
7amily. 1 who was helpless as & little child have been delivered from
tha-wrath to come and now .ave good hope through grace. Such-ara
the thoughts which will arise in the mind of an intelligent christian on
witnessing the administration-of baptism. And these thoughts-constitute
the material of .which the christian life is compssed<humility, arising
from.& consciousness of his guilty origin and sinful living} and gratitude,
for having received a free salvation, The one, being the sentiment with
which he ought -to.regard himself,- and the other, the sentiment witlz-
which he ought to regard God. A Christian is-a compound of thesy
sentiments:  Every thing ‘sbout him when ho acts-as a christian, is-influ-
enced by both,. The. greatest service then that can-be done to the
Qhucch, is to press on .their attention motives to these indispensible-
qualities ; and as baptism is eminently fitted for this purpase, the-chureb
mast be injured when deprived of en opportunity of witmessing ‘it
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It iz mucl to be lamented, that theze emotions,are uot awakened a3
they ought to'be in the minds of many who witness the sagrament: of
haptism, * Judging from appearances one would be warranted to con-
clude, that' the members of the church are indifferent spectators,—thng
they. do not see in it the symbol of the most interesting of all truths
and.p mesans of their own edification,~—that they regard it as & transaotion
between the minister and an infant, and that, as the service is.a short
ane;-goad manners require that they should manifest no impatience.
This must be owing to their ignorance of the nature of the sacrament;
and.-their ‘ignorance may be owing. so want of swtsble and necessary
instructian. To whatever. cause the . practice is to be attributed it-cannot
be teastrongly condemned. :

b e e To be contmuad

PN
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“ .t . Yhe Conversion of the Apdstle Paal @ - oy

st T Acts ix. 128, xxiis 117 xxvi. 1-19,

Y

f ¢
’I‘ns conversion of Paul forms an era in the hlstory of the propagat;on
of Christianity. It brought over to the persecuted cause the most talented
and ‘energetic of " its guemies, and, employed in the refutation of Jewish.
objectiong the very man who had most effectually employed them.es,
Paul -becomes now the prominent charagter.in Luke's histoty .of . the,
spread of the gospel. Very soon after Paul appears in the field of chris-
tian enterprise, he drops all notice of the doings of. the rest of the . Apos-
tleg and confines himself to the. labgurs and trials of this smgularly
gifted man, - .. -, D

- ‘Ranl may be styled the ﬁrst of the Apostles who became 3 Mlesxonarv.
‘When. the:church which was at Jerusalem was scatteyed abroad bythe.
pergepntion;that followed the martyrdom of Stephen, the.Apostles retnained:
in Jerusalem, and with the exception ef a short visit-psid by.Peter-and:
John: to-confer. the. Holy Ghost upon those amengst the- Spmaritans, swvhe, -
by the-ministry, of. Philip, had . received the Gospel, tiiey contintted ‘at.
Jerusalem g,considerablu time after Paul had been .opening.up new:and:
interesting : fields of Jabor, -~ [ TR AL

Paul’s known character before he became 8 Chnsuan, the extraordi~
nayy manner in which he was converied, the talents ‘and"'thé learhing :
which. he was known to possess, and the bold and untiring Zeal: with -
whigh,he prosecuted the ends of his mission, threw a celebsity around:bis
name, which rendered him an object of interest wherever he +went.



The Conversion of the Aposlle Paul., I

'Wheraver Paul laboured, circumstances assumed an extraordinary shape.
“The zcal which he awaked was an enthusiastic zeal ; his friends would,
ifit had been possible, have plucked oit their eyes and given them to
him ; the hatred that he provoked, was a hatred that could be satisfied
only by blood. No wonder then, thdt tlie early history of the
church is given under the head of the labours of Paul.

In the passages set at the head of this article we have a minute
accgunt of his mitatulous conversion ; ameng which may be noticed
the following thinge.

1. At the time when his conversibn took place, his fiekce hatred to
Christ and his cause was at his height. The sublime spectacle of
Stephen's death ; the patience and piety of his vietims, had won front
him no sentiment of admiration for a cause which produced such val=
nable results. Ha still urged on his murderoils course ; ferociously
intruding jnto houses for the purpose of discovering the Christians,
he dragged forth men and women and committed them 1o prison.—
Having succeeded in intimidating and seattering the church, there was
tittle more for him to do at Jerusalem. Flushed with success and
impelled by the terrible propensities of his nature, he offered himself
ta the Sanehedrin, and solicited permission to persecute the Christians
at Damascus.

WHen and how the Gospel was introduced into Damascus we drg hot
informed. It miny be supposed, that some Jews of Damascus had been
coaverted on the day of Pentecost : and also, that some of those segeat-
tered abroad’ had gone thither seeking shelter. In whatever ivay the
gospel may have been carried thither, it is probable that the Christians
were considerably numerous. Had it not been so, Daimascus would not
have been a field of operation sufliciently extensive, for such an enterpris-
ing character as Saul.

The reason for his applying to the high priest for letters to the synd.-
gogues at Damasciis was this. Inall the provinces of the Roman empire,
the Jews were governed by a senate of their own, and had e chief
magistrate elected by themselves, who presided overit. Though living
in foreign couniries, the Jews were permitted to live according to their
own customns so far as could be done out of Judea, ¢*The high-priest
and elders at Jerusalem, were regarded by all the Jews as the interpreters
and administrators of the law, and the foreign Jews considered themselves
as actually under their jurisdiction. In all countries they implicitely
obeyed the mandates sent them from the couneil at Jerusalem ; just as,
in after-times, the clergy of the Romish communion in every ecuntry of
Europe, obeyed implicitely the mandates of the Pope and conclave at
Rome.,”* A commission from the high-priest would secure to Paul the
ready and willing assistance of all the Jews of Damascus,

* MeKnight's Lifo of tho Apoestle Paul.
E
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Paul's design appears not to hove been kept o secret.  Christians had
heard by many, that Paul had authority from the chief priests to bind all
who called on the name of Jesus, at Damascus; and it may well be
supposed, that the Christians were greatly alarmed at the report of his
visit.

2. Armed with authority from the high-priest, Paul was hastening to
Damascus, accompanied by assistants ¢ equally bigoted and furious with
himself,” bent on searching out every christian and dragging him to
Jerusalem. He was now near the city, and we may well suppose that
that harshness of character, those turbulent impulses that hurried him on,
were now in a state of high excitement ; when 2ll at once, his progress
was arrested and his whole character and purposes changed. At mid-
day, e light above the brightness of the sun shone vound about him and
them that journeyed with him. < From fear or reverence” they all fell
to the earth, From ¢ the oxcellent glory” there came a voice to his ear
and to his heart, saying, ¢ Saui, Saul, why persecutest thou me.”’—
Amazed and trembling Saul said ¢‘who art thou Lord?” the speaker
seplied, “I am Jesus whom thou persecutest ; it is hard for thee to kick
against the puicks,” i. e. thou wilt find it hard for thee to accomplish thy
roalicious Acsigns against me.  *Rise and stand upon thy feet.” (Acts
26: 16.; Saul rose and beheld befors him, the despised Nazarene
clothed with a light of inexpressible brightness. What astonishment
would he experience at seeing arrayed in light and glory, him whom he
hated and scorned. WWhat agony, what heart-rending penitence, what
self-condemnation, would pierce his soul! and deeper would these sink,
when on the countenance of him whom he had persecuted he saw the
heamings of grace and love. Unable to endure the glory with which
Jesus was clothed and the agitatier of his own feelings, he sunk 2gain
to the earth, and frem a soul now convinced of its guilt and deeply peni-
tent, he cried *“Lord what wilt thou have me to do ?” The Lord said
to him, **I have appeared to thee for this purpuse, to make thee a minis-
ter and a witness bath of these things which thou hast scen, and of those
things in the which I will appear unto thee; delivering thee from the
people, and from the Gentiles to whom I now send thee, to open their
eyes, and to turn them from darkness to Jight, and from Satan unto God,
that they may reccive forgivenessof sins, and inheritance among them
that are sanctified through faith that i in me.”  (Acts 26: 16, 17, 18.)
*tArise, go unto Damascus; and there it shall be told thee of all things
which are appointed for theato do.” Acts22: 1¢. «The ren which
journeyed with him stood speechless, hearing a voiee but seeing no man.
And when Saul arose from the earth, he was blind : and they led him
by the hand, and brought him unto Damascus, (Acts 9: 7, 8,) and
lodged him in the house of one Judas.”

Leaving him there, we shall pouse to study the wonderful change
eflveted in this extraerdinary man, <<This character, qualified for
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great things, but not master of himself from excess of internal power,
was an extreme of human dispositions, and, according to the natural
course, was prone to absclute estremities. His religion was a des.
truclive zeal, his anger was fierceness, his fury required victims. A
ferocity so boisterous did not qualify bim for a Christian, nor for 2
philanthropist, and not at all for a quietly enduring man. He, never-
theless, became all this on his conversion to Christianity, and each
bursting emotion of his mind subsided directly with a well regulated
and noble character.

Formeily hasty and irritable, now only spirited and resolved ; for-
merly violent, now full of energy and enterprising : once ungovernably
refractory against every thing which obstructed him, now only perse-
vering : once cruel now only severe : once a harsh zealot, now fearing
God : formerly unrelenting, deaf to sympathy and commiseration, now
himself nequainted with the tears which he had seen without effect in
others; now well-meaning, compassionate, sympathizing, tender hear-
ted ; yet never wesk, always great; in the midst of sadness and sor-
row, manly and noble. So he showed himself at his deeply moving
departure from DMiletus. It is like the departure of Moses, like the
resignation of Jamuel, sincere and hesrt-felt, full of self-recollection, and
in the midst of pain full of dignity.

Thus his mind not only received a different impulse, and his constantly
~xcited irritability not enly a different point of action, but his untamed
Cioposition was £0 brought toa siate of equability in all its inclinations
and passions, that his great powers became harmoniouslyf blended in a
new tone of mind, from the accordance of which his elevated character
spring, . forth*#

It is of importance to state here, that at the time when the Lord
bade Saul stand upon his feef, he saw Jesus with his bodily eyes.
In proof of this the following passages may be quoted. When Ansnias
went to remove his blindness, he said, ¢ Brother Saul, the Lord, even
Jesus, that appeared to thee in the way as thou camest, hath sent me.”’
Acts 9: 17. Sl more distinctly does Paul state what Ananias said to
him, *The God of our fathers hath chosen thee, that thou shouldest
know his will, and see that Just One, and shouldest hear the voice of hig
mouth.” Acts 22: {4. It jis stated yet more distinctly by Barnabas
when he introduced Paul to the Apostles at Jerusalem; < he declared
unto them how he had seen the Lozd in the wey, and that he had spoken
to him.” Acts9: 27.) Paul affirms twice that he saw Jesus with the
eyes of his body. **Am I not an Apostle >—¥ave I not seen Jesus Christ
our Lord.” 1 Cor, 11: 1.—«Last of all he was seen of me also?
1 Cor. 15: 8. These passages affirm the fact without specifying the
time; but when taken in connexion with those quoted above, no doubt

*Hug's Introduction to tho writings of the New Testament, vol. ii. 33.30, 39
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eon remain that they refer to his seeing the Just One on bis way to
Damascus. The opinion that he saw Jesus when in a trance in tha
temple, or when caught up into the third heavens, is untenable. « On
neither of these occasions did Paul see Jesug with his bodily eyes ; the
impression at these times, having bgen made vpon his mind by the
power of Christ, and not by means of his external senses.” *

The point is & material one. An Apostle was chosen to bs g witness
of the resurrection of Christ. That Paul, therefore, might be an Apostle,
it was necessary that he should seo Christ after his resurrection, that he
might be qualified to testify that he had risen from the dead aceprding
to the Scriptures,

3. While Pzul was in the house of Judas he seems to have begn in a
state of great distress of mind. This may be gathered from two circum.
stances recorded by Luke; *For threc deys he neither did eat nor
drink,” and,—* behold he prayeth.” During these three days he had
much to think of ; but all bis thoughts would ba absorbed in the con-
sciousness of his enormous guilt in having persecuted Jesus and his
friends. After having seen him in his glory, how deeply griminal would
seem to him the part he had acted! He might call to mind the words of
Job. (42: 6.) **Minc eye hath seen thee, wherefore I abhor myself,
and repent in dust and ashes.” The blasphemous words he had spoken
against Jesus would burn in his memory, when he thought of the grace
and mercy that shone in the face of the Saviour, when he told him,
hat he had chosen him to be his messenger to bring the Gentiles to Ged
that they might receive the forgivness of sine.

He would now think of Stephen, and would comprehend the extacy of
that holy man when, the heavens being opened, he saw that same Jesus
standing en tho right hand of God : and would think with deep shame,
how he ran upon him, along with his party and while they stoned him
till he died, he held their clothes.

The cruel treatment ke had given to the Christians in Jerusalem—the
parents torn frum their children and the children from their parenis—the
gloom of their prisons—the mockery of their trials—their agonirs as they
were put to death, and their meekness and patience and animating hope
would rush into his thonghts like torrents of fire : and ever and anor he
would prostrate himsulf I_)eforé God, confessing his guilt and crying for
mercy—and then again adoring aud admiring the grace and love of God
that had saved him from the doom he merited. Who can describe the
throes of such 8 mind as Paul's when torn with penitential feelings ; or
the sublimity of his juy when awskened by the love of God to him a
chief among sinners?

It is singularly remarkable, that those great minds employed to act an
jmportant part in the church, whose zeal and picty werc to give an

——
¢ MoKnight's Life of the Apostls Paul,
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impulse which was to be felt by coming ages, have all had to pass
through stages of great mental excitement, Of this, besides Puul, our
blessed Loid, Elijah, and Luthier, and Zwingle, arg well known ex-
amples,

4. God will not leave his peoplc to mourn. When he bows down,
it is that he may lift up. When he bruises, it is that he may hesl.
While Paul was thus Iefc to the tumult of his vwn thoughts, he saw ina
visicn, Ansnias cuming in, laying his hands upon him and speaking to
him the words of comtfort. A corresponding vision hed been given to
Ananias, who though at first alarmed at the thought of meeting Saul,
vet obeyed the heavenly commission and went his way, ¢ and entered
into the house; and putting his hands on him, said, (and the language
sounds strange) Brother Saul, the Lord heth sent me that thou mightest
receive thy sight.” Immediately the scales fell from his cyes,—he stood
up and was baptized,—and he was flled with the lloly Ghost.

What a change! He who worketh all things after the counsel of his
own will had met him and he became o new creature, All old things
passed away and all thinks became new.

5. And now Saul associates with the disciples whom he came to drag

to prison and judgment. How intcresting to see this once haughty and
dreaded man sitting emongst those who had trembled at the report of his
visit to Damascus! He bieard them tajk of a Saviour’s love—of the rich
consolations of his word—of the bicssed hopes whicly lay before them in
a Tand of pure delight. He saw how the mysterious love of the Saviour
bound them in hands of sirong afizction. All this was new to Saul, but
all this was deeply interesting. Ke was now pushed out of that path
which he once fondly huped would lead him to emolyment and honor.
A new course was marked out for him, and new companions for his
journey. And from this time, none so low in life whom he would not
serve and love as a brother, if he blonged to the fellowship of the Gospel.
—Szul is among the disciples. )
" 6. But he was not a man to conceal the treasure he had found.—
Straightway he preached in the synagogues, and it was soon felt that no
ordinary man was among them. He confounded the Jews who dweltat
Damascus, prosing that Jesus of Nozareth was the true Messinh, His
previous life and studies made him perfectly acquainted with ll that
the Jews could urge egainst Christ, ard his experience of what had
befallen him ia the way, quelified him to refute every ubjection which
they could offer.

The amazement of ths people was vnbounded. < Is not this, said
they, he that destroyed them which called on this name in” Jerusalem,
and came hither for that intent that he rajght bring them beund to the
chief priests " '



HISTORICAL AND PHYSICAL GEOGRAPHY

OF THE HOLY LAND.

No. I.

Maxy may read the scriptures; they may read of countries, of tribes,
of individuals and of transactions, and yet remain, all but entirely
ignorant, of the knowledge necessary for enabling them to under-
stand what they read. Muny from carelessness never wish to be bet-
ter informed, and others are precluded from knowledge by their
circumstances. Amid all the knowledge that is pouring in on man the
fact remains, inconsistent as it may seem, and injurious es it is, that
christians are less informed on the facts connected with their religion
than any other body of men associated together to prosecute any inves-
tigation, or to maintain any principle. The time was when the people
could not get instruction—but that time is gone by,—and knowledge
is now, with its thousand tongues, raising a cry for deliverance from
every bondage, that she may fly swiftly bestowing her bounties and her
blessings on & world ignorant of itself ; that she may tell man of the
vast resources which are to be found in the past. and of the deep
mines of intellectual wealth which have been hitherto unknown and
unexplored.

History is one of the Bible’s handmaidens, and without some knosw-
ledge of it, much that is in the Bible must be to many as a sealed book,
though a man should read its pages every day and meditate on the
contents every night. He may read, but were the question put to him,
 Understandest thou what thou readest2” he would be compelled to
reply in the words of the Eunuch of Ethiopia, “ How can I, except some
man should guide me?’ Believing then, that the Bible contains a
subject the most important and serious for man’s study, itis the object
in this, and the following articles on the Geography of the Holy Land
to give information, and arrange Scripture statements in such a manner,
that this depariment of Scriptare knowledge may be better understood,
by those at least, who have not access to the works written on the subject,
or by those who have not studied the Bible so accurately as to be able,
in many instances, to illustrate one passage by another, or bring geogra-
phical facts to illnstrate scripture stetements.

The country called the Holy X.and has been variously named in
different ages, and these names have been given either from some tribe,
or from some of the remarkabls circumstances connected with it. In
Secripture we find it called ¢ The Lund” by way of eminence, The
Jews were exceedingly attached to it, and it was the scenc of many
remarkable events in their history, and therefore it was above every other
part of the earth, their land, The Land.
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It hus been culled the T.and of Canasn. This was the most ancient
name given tv the whole country. In the IX. chap. of Genesis we see
that Noah called his second son Ham, sometimes by the name Canaan,
in reference it is to be presumed, to the numerous tribes which were to
spring from bim ; but properly the name is derived from Canaan the
grandson of Noah, and youngest son of Ham; who after the confusion
of Babel settled there and divided the country emong his three children,
the descendants of whom became large families, then separate tribes,
and ultimately distinct nations. There was one tribe at the time of
Moses and Joshua called the Canaanites, but when we read of this
country called by this name we are not to suppose that it all belonged to
one nation. Before their overthrow, these descendants of Ham were
widely distinet, the tribes had broken the bonds of affinity, and were
entirely dependant on their own resources as petty kingdoms, or chief-
tancies. We may illustrate them by our Indians. 1In all likelihood the
Indians of this nerthern continent were from one common origin, but as
the families increased, they divided; some one or two families sought
for a new hunting ground, they increased, they became a tribe,
and they gave themselves, or got from others, 2 new name; and no
more were the Canaanites one tribe than the Indians, now, Canaan,
means properly a level or low country, being situated along the coast,
in opposition to Syria, a high country,

It is called the ¢ Land of Promise,” from the promise God made
to Abraham when he was passing through it, that his posterity should
yet poszess it, and as his descendants were also called Hebrews, it got
the name of the «“ Land of the Hebrews.” Itis called the ¢ Land of
Judak.”  When this name was first given it referred solely to the part
allotted to, and occupicd by the tribe of Judah, but afterwards the whole
land went by this name on account of the pre-eminence of that tribe over
the others. In the last benediction of Jacob, Judah was constituted
superior to his brethern, and in the march they had the first place,
and at the division of the country they had the Ilargest territory.
When the ten tribes separated, the land of Judah and Benjamin were
formed into a separate dominion, and called the land, or kingdom of
Judah, or as we find it called in the New Testament, Judea. This name
it retained as a province, while under the Romans.

It is called the ¢ Land of Israel” from the descendants of Jacob, or
as he was efterwards called, ¥srael. This name when used embraces
the whole country on each side of the Jordan, and contained all the places
visited by our Lord, with the exception of Egypt.

It is celled the *Holy Land.® This is the familiar name by which it
is known in our day by all Christians. The reason why it has this
name must be cbrious. It was there God chose the seat for his worship,
he, in a peculiar manner consecrated it by his presence. **In Zion he
had his tabernacle, and he had his seat in Israel.” Thither he sent hix
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son Jesus Christ, there he wrought his miracles, thers he preached,
there he suffored and died. There, the holy Patriarchs lived, there
the Prophets taught, and there the Apostles began their labors. There
Christianity Lkad her birthplace, where she struggled, and where she
grew : Thither agaih will the ancient people of the Lord return’ with
songs; and thence shall yet come the clearest evidences of the truth of
divine revejation. TFor these reasons it may be justly called the Holy
Land, but we have authority in Secripture for the name. After the
Babylonian captivity Zachariah applies it thus: Zach. II. 12; ¢ The
Lord shall inherit Judah, his portion ia the holy land.” After this it
appears to have been 2 common name, and is to be met in ancient
history, and in some of the Apocryphal books. The Jews divided
the whole world into two parts, The ¢ Land of Israel” and the
* Land of the Gentiles.” All except their own land they considered
unclean ; but there were portions of their own Iland which they
esteemed as having more than ordinary sanctity. The parts beyond
Jordan, “ In the way of the Gentiles” were less holy than those on the
other side. Walled towns were more holy than villages, because no
leper was allowed to enter, or to dwell among them, neither did they
allow the dead to be buried within the gates. They supposed that nei-
ther the Shechinah nor Sacred Spirit dwelt even on a prophet out of this
land. The Rabbins (those who were skilled in the law and traditions)
divided Canaan into three countries. Judea, the region beyond Jor-
dan, and Galilee ; thus excluding Samaria, which they considered unclean
by reason of its inhabitants ; because, though Jews, they had departed
from the Jewish wolslip, and intermixed with the Gentiles from
Assyria. They carried their ideas of purity to an extreme length. The
very dust of their land was dear to them, and they determined that the
dust of the Gentiles or neighboring countsies should not pollute it. When
any of them returned from a heathen country, they halted at the boun-
daries and wiped the dust off their feet. They even carried this so far,
that they would not allow shrubs, or herbs, to be brought from other
lands, lest any earth should remuin on the ruots, and thus pollute their
holy inheritance. It was likely fo this custom that our Lord referred
in Mat. X. 13, when the disciples in leaviug any house or city where
they were not received, should wipe the dust from their feet as a testi-
mony that they regarded them as heathens, (even though they were
Jews) rather than the people of God. In reference to this distinction
between holy and unholy places, and paople, it is likely the Apostle
refers in I. Cor: I. 28. 1t is remsarkable that when they were so
zealous for the purity of their land, they were not very zealous for the
purity of their ordinances; but it is not uncommon to find many now.
stoutly deferiding the customs and forms of the church, and yet indiffer-
ent about religion in the herrt; brushing tho outside of the tabernacle,
hut never going within.
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The last name by which it is called is Palestine. The whole land
uppears to have gone by this name in the time of Moacs, for in the
XYV. chap. of Exodus when the Israclites were praising God for their
deliverance from Egypt, they referred tv what would be accomplished,
e sorrow shall take hold on the inhabitants of Pulestine.” Palestine
means & stripe of land, and this was fact, for the land of the Philistines,
or the Palestines, which it originally refers to, was about sixty miles long;
and from fifteen to twenty miles broad. Its name is derived from the
Philistines, descendants of Mizraim, second son of Ham, who came
from Egypt and settled here on the shore of the Muditerranean ; expelled
the inhabitants, and became so0 powerful as to give their name to the
whole éountry, though in reality they possessed only a small tract.

The extent of the country. To speak in general terms, the bounda-
ries were, on the west, the NMediterranean, or as it is rendered in
scripture, *¢the great sea,” on the east, Arabia; on the north, Syria;
on the south, the desert of Sin, and Lgypt. Its extent has been vari-
ously estimated by travellers, Some say that it does not exceed 170, or
180 miles in length, (from north to south) and alout 140 miles in
breadth ; and at the south part, only about 70 miles, From the latest
accounts it would appear that it was 200 miles in length, by 80 in
breadth; and where it widens or narrows, 15 miles more or less.
Perhaps it may be better to compare it with some country with which
we are acqueinted. Scotland for instance is 80 muiles longer, and 30
miles broader. Irelandis €0 miles longer and 50 miles broader. Or
let us compare it with a part of this country. Suppose Lake Erie to
be the Mediterranean, or ¢ Great Sea.” If we make that the base, we
will have nearly its dimensions and shape, by drawing a line from the
head of the Niagara river to Amherstburg, thence to Goderich, then to
the township of Caledon, thence to the head of the Niagara river. Th-.
country of the Philistines lay, as we may suppose & tract 60 miles long
and 15 miles broad aleng Lake Erie shore from the eastern point west-
ward. When we compare it thus, it is but as a fractivn of this country.
The population of this country, not including the different tribes which
were to be expelled, must have been immense. We are told that
the number, among whom the land was to be divided, was six hune
dred and one thousand, seven hundred and thirty, and these wero
numbered from twenty years old and upwards, and the strong, almost
certain probability is, that that number only included males; so that
the women from that age and upwards would exceed the males ; to
these we must add all below twenty years of age, o these again e must
add the Levites who were not included in the census of the tribes,
because they hdad no inheritance, Their number wos twenty-tiree
thousend—all males from 2 month old and upwards. The proportion
of females among these again has 10 bs added ; so that their number
when they entered Ceuasn would be upwards of two millions inolu-

b
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ding women and children. In the covenant which God made with
Abraham the original grant of land was, as recorded in Gen. XV, 18,
“from the river of Egypt, unio the greut river, the river Euphrates.”
1t is unnecessary to describe minutely the boundaries as mentioned by
Moses. It may be remarked, however, that there is & mistake in our
Englisk translation. It is said, * and this shall be your north border,
from the great sea you shall point out for you, Mount Hor,” but literally
it is Hor, Aa, lLor, thus distinguishing it from Mount Hor which was on
the southern froutier, That mount hor-ha-hor means the * dereble
mountain,” or as the Septuagint renders it; the * mountain beside the
mouctain,” or as we now call it, Mount Lebanon, which was the
northern boundary and disided it from Syria. This ¢double mountain,”
consists of two great paralell ranges, running from Sidon to Damascus,
and called Libanus and anti Libanus, or commonly speaking, the moun-
1ains of Lebanon. In the XXXIV chap. of Numbers, Moses describes
its full extent, but the Israelites did not get immediate possession of al}
this. In their first expedition under Joshua they subdued the south, and
in their second egpedition they subdued the north, These expeditions
took five years, but though they subdued the whole, they were not able
o drive the remnants of the tribes from the land. It was not until the
time of David that they were fully masters of the land, and it was not
until the time of Solomon that the promise of God to Abraham was fully
vealiscd. According to modern names this may be its boundaries. On
the west throngh its whole extent, it is bounded by the Mediterranean, on
the east by the Euphrates, dividing it from Persia, on the south, by
Arabia Petrea, and the river of Egypt; and on the north by the moun-
tzins of Lebanen, at the extreme south was Beersheba, at the extreme
north was Dan, and hence we find the espressior, ¢ from Dan to Beer-
shebe,” which means, the extreme length of the land. The *river of
Egypt” spoken of as a buundary is not the Nile as many supposs, but the
Sichor, 8 river much farther to the north, were it the Nile then the
Israelites would have been in Cu. aan while captives in Egypsi, for
Goshen where they dwelt was to the cast of the Nile. The distance
from the Red Ses, to the nearest part of the promised land was about
300 miles. Ry

o e e

RORALS OF UNIVERSALISTS.

Matthew Hale Smith, {or tweive years one of this sect, say8 ;=

Among those who composed the societies of Universalists, I have ever
found a genetal dislike to religions duties and serious things, This
scerasd o be the uniting bond, To cost off fear and to restrain prayer.
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wes the great thing to be gained by a profession of Universalism. In
th. congregations with which I have had an acquaintance, I never found
a family that observed the reading of the Bible as an act of devotion, o
had regular family worship. And I have never found settled religious
principle among those calling themselves Universalists. Not only have ¥
never found devout reverence springing from the system, but none can
live in it. I have observed it & fact invariably occurring, that, when a
Universalist becomes serious and thoughtful he will at once leave the
Universalist meeting. And when a pious man embraces that system,
he will abandon his habits of devotion in changing his faith. Men pecu-
liar for their habits of private and family prayer, and for o serious study
of the Bible, if they embrace Universalism, become at once as peculiar
for the neglect of these religious duties.

The great purpose of those who unite in Universalist societies, is not
to make themselves better, and to throw sround themselves new res-
traints; itis not that the Sabbath may be the better observed, and men
reformed, and made holy. But the great purpose is to put down Ortho-
doxy. All preaching that gives satisfaction tends to this, and all effort
is directed to this point. If a minister, in place of preaching against
religion, preaches against the sins of his people, he is at once censursd
ag having * travelled ot of the record.”

Few make the daily reading of the Bible their dependence; foew rely
on its tecclings for the support of Universalism. All its believers place
great reliance upon the perivdicals devoted to Unisersalism to defend the
system, and to explain away difficult texts, 1 have long been of opinion,
that no people, nat even the Catholics, take their opinions so mach upen
trust as do the Universalists. Every where I have found a looseness of
principle, or a disposition to ridicule serious things, that shuched my
mind. Men seemed to value Universalism for the license it gave; for
its power to cast off restraint, and remove from the conscience the sanc-
tions of religion. When setiled in Salem, I once attempted to persuade
a member of my congregation to join the church. He declined. I urged
him to da so, on the ground that for many years he had been a professed
Universalist, and, as such, believed that all had a right to commune. His
reply was emphatic : ¢ For me to join your church would be carrying
the joke a little too far !

The fact that many of my ministerial associates professed to have
little confidence in the truth of the system, or in its good moral tendency,
was another source of difficulty. 1In private and social meetings, minis-
ters do confess to each other that there are objections to Universalism
that they cannot remove. I have heard old men point cut the sophistry
of an argument used in defence of the system by = young man, and
then employ the seme argument, when preaching on the same subject.
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Often have I heard a zealous Universalist say, ¢ Qur Orthodox friends
do not know our weak points so well as wo know them ourselves.”

Among them also was a great deal of skepticism, Some denied the
existence of angels: some a future life. Others rejected a part of the
Old Testament and a part of the New. Tho idea that God answers
prayer was scoffed at. DMany observed the form in public service, be-
cause it was common so to do; while all admitted that it was the most
difficult part of the exercises. A student of Universalist divinity was
asked by his father, who was a Christian, if he prayed. His reply was,
*“ No sir, not yet. ¥ shall beginto preach soon; and then, I suppase, 1
must come to it.”

Many preachers, those the most popular, allow that they preach for
money ; and that, unless well paid, they would not preach at all. A near
relation of mine, & Universalist minister, has confessed to me that he
preached for his bread; that his preaching did not reform men, neither
did he expect it would ; that he was well paid for his preaching, and
sometimes his hearers were pleased, and sometimes they were offénded,
and swore. But they paid him promptly, and the rest was their concern.

Among no body of men can be found, I presume, so much ill-will,
jeplousy, and bad feeling, as may be fiund among the advocates of
Universalism. They profess great love for all men ; and for each other,
in a special manner. But it is needful to go behind the curtain, to
become familiar with the character of this good-will whigh preachers
bear to each otlier, and of the brotherly love found in their borders.

Although associated with them twelve years, I never heard the subject
of personal religion introduced in a meeting of Universalist teachers as g
theme of conversation, or any topic designed to improve the understan-
ding or mend the heart. But impure and indecent jests, low and offen-
sive stories, remarks that would rule a man out of any respectable
drawing-room in the country, together with petty scandal, and criticism
of no friendly character upon some absent brother, make up the conver-
sation of Universalist preachers when in company with each other.
Some few of us used to regret this state of things and talk of it. But
any attempt to check it would only have brought us under ths suspicion of
all who were engaged in it.-—JYew York Observer,

b e

Baptismal Regenerationm.

3Ve have no doubt that many delusions still exist, throngh the old leven
of past ages, in referenco to the efficacious grace of the-sacraments, It
is an essential heresy of the Papists, aud it bas always been opposed, as
the cardinal error of the Anglican Prelatists. One of the insuperable
barriers to the coalition of the original Puritans ané their Non-conformist
suceeysors with the Prelatienl State Church, which bozststo be the sucs
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cessor of tho prior Romish Hierarchy, is this, that in the baptismal ordi-
nance, the English Prelates and their subordinate Priests do boast, thag
by virtue of Baptism, administered by them and the Jesuitical Priests of
1Rome, the subject, whether an adult or an infant, is made & partaker of
ol the benefits of the new covenant ; and that the privileges thus conveyed
are irrevocable and inalienable, insuring them the title of Christian adop-
tion here, and the reversionary inheritance among the sanctified: The
evangelical party, so named—Romaine, Beveridge, Newton, Vena, Top-
lady, Haweis, Simeon and Scott, with their consociates, always denied
that dogma, and strove to demonstrate, that the Liturgy did not convey
Anti-Christian principle. But it has ever been conceded, that the main-
tainers of that heresy were most consistent with their Prayer Book.
Whether those dead worthies are exoncrated from all participation in thas
+sstrong delusion,” is of no importance——but. that the present combatants on
behalf of semi-Romanism, or whole Popery disguised, defend that soul-
destroying fallacy, is manifest, from the formal declaration of the New
York Churchman of September 17, 1842. The editor expressly affirms,
*“We hold the doctrine of baptismal regeneration. T'he baptised infans
with us is a member of Christ, a child of God, and an inkeritor of the
kingdom of heaven! This is made by a sacrament! a mysterious and
inscrutable means of conveying God’'s grace, the regenerating influence
of the Holy Spirit. This is no figure, no rare symbol, no signifying that
which may be or may be not—but a saving ordinance, a reality fen-fold
more real than any phenomenon that s presenicd to ua cither in time, or
yet in gpace.”’—Christian Intelligencer,

. The Established Charch {m Glasgow.

In Glasgow, overtrading has shown itself fully as much in Church-ex-
tension ss inany other line. St. Ann's parish church, after being tenanted
for some time by the Chartists, has now passed into the hands of the So-
cialists.

Return of let and unletseats in the ten city churches, June, 1842 :

Seats let, 6,684
Unlet, 5,938
12,6%2

Unlet seats in different years—1837, 8,692 ; 1838, 3,929 ; 1639, 4,261 ;
1840, 4,829 ; 1841, 4,605; 1842, 5,933.

The above rewrn shows that the number of unlet scats in the city
churches is still on the increase, and that the attempt to stem the current
by a reduction in the vents has proved a total failure, No exertions have
been spared to inerease the number of adherentsto the Established Church
+1ents havo been reduced to an esceedingly low point—expenses. foy



46 Presbyterial Notices.

heating apparatus, painting, and other means of adding o tho comforts of
sitters, have bcen accumulated—the pulpits have been, with only two ex-
ceptions, filied with non-intrusion ministers. All, however, would notdo ;
and year afler year, we find a regular falling off going on, until the conses
quences threaten to become of a most serious nature to the funds of the
corporation. The church-building spirit, which, it was hoped, would
crush Dissent, hes recoiled upon the heads of its projectors, who, besides
thinning the pews of the city churches, find themselves encumbered with
a number of fabrics, which cause them no slight trouble. St. Ann’s parish
church, after being tenanted for a time by the Chartists, has now passed
into the hands of the Socialists. Dr. Chalmers’s church, as we learn
from the proceedings at the Jast meeting of the Presbytery, has now besn
vacant for ten months, and no steps have been taken for the appointment
of a minister ; and, in the case of another vacant charge, we have heard
of ceilain curious negociations with the congregation, to which we may,
perhaps, ata future time, direct attention. These are somewhat ominous
symptoms, when viewed in connexion with the decline in the city churches,
and will probably induce our church-builders to consider whether, after
all, it may not be better to find occupants for the vacant pews now at their
disposal, previous to erecting additional unnecessary fabrics.  Nearly
one half of the sittings in the corporation churches are a: present standing
empty.~- Qlasgow Argus.

Puscyism in Emdia.

The India papers state, that the Secretary of the High School, Cal-
cutta, hus been dismissed from his office by «he Lord Bishop of the Dio-
cese for entertsining Puseyite opinions, Much injury has been done to
the cause of Christianity in India by the introluctign of the Puseyite
perversions.

Presbyterial Notices.

Rev. D. Courts admitted 2 member of Presbytery.

At o meeting of the Gore Committee of the Missionary Presbytery of
the Canadas, held in West Flamboro’, in October last, the Rev. David
Coutts, of Esquesing, being present, intimated his desire to be connected
with the Missionary Presbytery, The Committee knowing that Mr.
Coutts was licensed by the United Associate Secession Church, and being
satisfied that he approves of her principles, and also with the manner 1
which he has acted, agreed, unanimously, to receive him,

“Shortly after, at a meeting of his Congregation held in Esquesing, the
rasjority of his people who were then present, reselved to adhers to him
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s {heir Minister, and to consider themselves as being connected with the
Missionary Presbytery.

An event of thiskind is to be classed amongst those things that do good
Few things are more fitted to injurethe interests of truth, and to give her
enemies ground for rejoicing, than the keeping up of unnecessary divisions.

Ordinations.

Sr. CaTHERINES. On Wednesday, the 7th December, the Gore Com-
mittee of the Missivnary Presbytery, met by appointment, in St. Cathe.
rines, for the purpose of setiing apart Mr. John Porteous to the pastoral
care of the United Secession Congregation in St. Catherines,

The Rev. James Roy, $t. George, East Dumfries, cornmenced the
services, and preached a most appropriate sermon from 2 Cor. vi. 1, *“We
then as workers together with him beseech you :” in which, besides many
importont end impressive matters, he depicted ia forcible Janguage the
arduous nature of the duties of the pustoral oflice. 'The Rev. Mr. Ritchie,
West Dumfries, who presided on the occasion. narrated the steps which
had been taken by the Congregation and Presbytery-~put to Mr. Porteous
the questions of the Furmula, and after receiving satisfactory answers, set
him apart by prayer and the imposition of hands to the office of the
Ministry, and to the pastoral inspection of the Congregation of St. Cath-
erines. Mr. Ritchie then addressed Mr. Porteous and the congregation
in & masterly style.

Mr. Porteous has been set down in a very destitute district, and it is
hoped, by the blessing of God accompanying hislabours, that he may be
the means of doing much good.

Erazosa. On Wednesday, January 4th, the Gore Committee of the
Missionary Presbytery met at Eramosa, and set apart Mr, Wm. Barrie
to the pastoral inspection of the United Secession Congregation there.
The Rev. D. Coutts, of Esquesing, preached an excellent and appropriate
sermon from 2 Thes. iii. 1. The Rev. James Roy, who presided, narrated
the steps taken by the Congregation and Committee in rvegard tv Mr.
Barrie's settlement ¢ after which he proposed the usual questions to Ir.
Barrie, and then by prayer and the imposition of hande, set him apart to
the office of the holy miristry and the pastoral charge of the congregation.
Mr. Roy then gave the charge to Mr. Barrie and the Congregation in his
usual clear, forcible and pointed manner. The audience was large and
seemed deeply impressed.

On the day following, the Committee inducted Mr. Darrie to the pas-
torr] charge of the United Secession Congregation in the Irvine Settle-
ment, township of Nichol. The Rev, Mr. Ritchie. of West Dumfries,
preached an excellent sermon from Luke 14 : 23, ¢«Compel to coma in.”
Mr. Roy again put the questions of the Formule to Mr. Barrie, offered up
the induciion prayer, and gave a solemn and impressive charge o
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him and the congregation. The services seemed to produco a deep
impression.

Mr. Barrie enters upon a very cxtensive and interesting field nf mission- 5
ary labour; and it is devoutly hoped that, by the blessing of God, his -
services in the gospel of the grace of God may be crowned with abundunt &
success. L

e i oo e Y )
Peelry.

Ferses eomposed by Zuwingle swhen sick of the Plague,

A7 TRE BEGINNING OF¥ RI6 GICEXESS,

1, 3.
Lo ! at my door, Yet, if to quoncly
Gauntdeath 1 spy; My sun at noon
Hear, Lurd of life, Bo thy behest,
Thy creature cry ! ‘Thy will boe done.
2. 4.
The arm that hung In faith ond hops
Upon the trag, Earth I resign,
Josus, uplift— So curo of Heaven—
And rescue me. For I am thina!
WHEN KIS SICKNESS WAS AT THE MEIGHT.
1. 3.
Fierce grow my pains: In Satan's grasp
Help, Lord, in haste ! Hell's dark brink
For flesh and heart My spirit recls—
Arg failing fast. Ah, must I sink ?
2. 4.
Clouds wrap my sight No, Jesus, no |
Ay tongue is dumb, Him I defy,
Lord, tarry not, Whilo here beneath
‘The hour is come! Thy cross 1 lie.
WHRN IIE JIAD RECOVERED.
, 1. 3.
My father God, Though now delayed,
Behold me whole ! My hour must como,

Again on earth Involved, perchance,
A living soul ! In decper gloom.
. 2 4
Let 8in no mora Tt mattersnot ;
25y heart annoy, Rejoicing yet
But fill it, Lord, T'It bear my yoko
With hely joy. To Heavan's bright gats.
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