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NAVIGATIO

N LAWS.

In our Jast number we adverted to some of the ewils which this
Province sustains from the British Navigation Laws, and the res-
trictions imposed on forcizn vessels navigating the St. Lawrence,
It is only by considering these two topics concurrently that we be-
come fully alive to their collective importance,  Thus, were Eng-
land to modify her Navigation Laws, so far as to permit foreign
vessels to convey to her shores the preduce of countries other than
those to which such vessels belong, unless she, at the same time,
removed all impediments to foreigners navigating our waters, our
object would he no nearer attainment than at present; and the
only effect would be, to diive, not only the produce of the western
part of the United Siates, but even that of Canada West, to the
shipping ports of the Union,—where there would be the advantage
in cheapness, which must inevitably flow from an enlarged and free
competition amonst the ships of various nations,—rather than to our
poris, where no such competition could exist.  On the other hand,
were she alone to concede the free navigation of the St. Lawrence
to the foreigner, without &t the same time modify ing her own Navi-
gation Laws, the inducement to our neighbour to send his produce
to a shipping port where he would enjoy the advantage of the com-
petition to which we have just alluded, would act as a counterpoise
to the advantage in point of cheapness which the St. Lawrence
would probably possess over the other routes.

Attempts have lately heen made by some of the press to prove
that the average cost of the transmission of produce from this coun-
try to Britain is not—taking into consideration the cxtra expense of
the voyage, arising from its greater risk, its longer duration, and its
other unavoidable contingencies—matenally greater than the cost
from the shipping ports of the United States.  Admitting for the
sake of argument—what we have certainly sufficiently disproved—
all that cnr opponents have asserted on this head, they cannot get
tid of this overwhelming fact, that at certain times our ficights are
extravagantly high, in comparicon to those of New York. Take
as an instance, and that by no means a solitary one, the months of
July and Angust last ; when the cost of transmission from Montreal
to Britain was six shillings, and from New York to Britain only one
shilling and sivpence, per barrel of Flour,  Fiom what cause was
the rate of freight <o utivsly disproportionate 7 Simply the want of
vessels.  How could this disproportion have been obviated? By
alln}ving the cnmpclilirm of the forcigner in our ports.

Now, we ack, 15 not the frequent recurrence of such a disparity
in the rates of freight in the two shipping potts a great deawback to
the trade vig the St. Lawrence, and a sufficzent canse for the pre-
ference heing given to that port which at neadly all times is crowd-
ed with ships iram all countriecs 2 But it has been replied that this
evil will to acertain exient correct itwedf,—that the rates of freight
in New York will regulate those in Montreal and Quebec. But

how will this he done?  Why, by diverting produce from our wa-
ters to those of the United States; thus ensuring competition at the
expense of our inland commnications, to the great loss to our for-
war-ung merchants, and to the material diminution of our revenue ;—
for be it ever barne in mind, that to the tolls on the St. Lawrence
Canals we look with confidence for a large portion of our national
supplies.  This is Free ‘Trade with a venzeance! This is a stretch
of liberality to which we have never arrived!  We are prepared to
go the lensth of encouraging a wholesome and open competition on
onr waters, and in our own harhours 5 but we have not yet got the
lenath of seeking to give an advantage to the foreign canals in their
competition with onrs,—of azgrandizing the foreign revenue at the
expense of our own,—or even of driving foreizn and domestic pro-
duce to foreign harbours, the more successtfully to compete with our
own! ‘rhese notable schemes for the advantage of the British ship-
owner—which, under the plea of protecting him, where he least
needs protection, in his own waters, have actually the cffect of
driving him to foreizn waters, to undergo there a competition where
he is least able to sustain it—we leave to his prewdo advocates.  1f
the British shijowner be not blind to his own iuterest, he will spurn
such hollow protection, ¢ which keeps the word of promise to the
eary and breaks it to the hope.”>  He will rely on the qualifications
he possesses, in his shill, his industry, and his capital; which, free
and unfettered, will enable him successfully to compete with any
foreigner.

Tt 1s donbiless verv kind and very patriotic of our Protectionists
to take the British shipowner under their fostering care, more espe-
ciallv at a time when the public voice in Britain 1s making itelf
so distinctly heard against the contivuance of the monopoly which
he enjavs, at the espence of the agneultural. the manufucturing,
and the commercial classes. It is certainly sufficiently amusing to
hear our Protectionist papers accuse the advocates of Free Trade
here of desiring nothiug shurt of separation trom the mother comtry,
for dating to advacate those principles which day by day are he-
coming mare widely diffused in Britain, and which niust inevitably
hefore long prevail there,  In this very paper will he found a Me-
marial from the Chambier of Commerce at Manchester,—that body
which formed the eradle of that Anti-Curn-Law League, which pio-
dueed so wondrous a revolution in the Butish commercial systemn,—
denouncing the injastice and tupolicy of the Biitish Navigation
Laws.  And is it likely that the efforts of that powerful association
will be relaved, or that they will cease their agitation, even should
the British winister shew himself indisposed to yield to their repre-
sentations 2 Those who enfertain such opinions know litile of the
spirit which animates that bady. Armed with the intelligence of
the people of Enzland, they are trresistible ; and as the CypbEss,
the Bricurs, and the other leaders of the Leaaue, overcame the
giant monopoly of the agiiculturists, <o will the leaders of the new
azitatinn most certainly overcome the monopoly of the shipping
interest.

We wait to hear the opinion of our Protectionist contemporaties
on this new agitation.,  Thevy who have stizmatized us as trailoss
for darinz to ask far a modification of the British Navigation Laws,
can scarcely app'y milder epithele to these who, in the mather
country, are contending for @ similar object.  Perhaps, howeves,
according to their ideas,

“ That in a Briton s but a cho'eric word,
Whach in a Colonist 1 ra<h biasphemy.”

Ta us, viewing, as we do, the modifica,on of e British Naviza-
tion Laws as the moast important question of the day for this Colony,
we need hardly say, that the attenton it is exciting in the mother
conntry is i source of the most heartfelt wratification.  The effeet,
we are convineed, will here be almost miraculons.  Those who
have hitherto steod aloof from us.—nay, have ranked themeelves
amangst aur opponents.—will ere long be found on our side : indecd,
we look for nothing less than the complete conversion, and return
{0 our anke. of our distinguished contemporary of the Gazetle,
Al the difficuities which the ingennity of his fertile imagination
conjured up, like phantoms, to aivizht us from our enward course,
willy, we doubt not, diseolve, ¢ hike the baseless fabric of a vicion,?
the instant the fial of the British minister shall Lave gone forth—
or even the opmion of any powerful party in Britain shall have
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heea pronounced—in our favor.  As neoplytes are notoriously the
mast zealous advocates of their recently-espoused opinions, we fully
anticipate that we shall have from his pen a glowing culogium on
our Board of Trade, for their promptitude in vrging on the attention
of the British Governinent the modification of the British Navigation
Laws. Nay, we do not absclutely despair, that our humble selves
and our exertions in the same cauge may be honored with the meed
of his approbation,

FACIS AND FIGURES.

The Quebre Gazelle and the Gazette of Moutreal affurd us ano-
ther oppoitunity of placing statisties befure the country, wlich
sooner or later must conviuee every reflecting man, we think,
that the Navigation Laws embarrass our commeree and saciifice
our interests to a degree in eomparizon with which the effects of
every other restiiction dwindles iuto insignificance.

Our opponents assert, in the first place, that British ships not
only compete with forcign vessels - every quarter of the globe,
but that in the trade of the United States, in particular, they are
actually driving American vesscls out of their own puits by their
general superiority and cheapness,

Of the falseness of this asseition we shall take pains to satisfy
even the most seeptical of our readers-—not, bhe it remembered,
with the view of disparaging our nativnal shipping, for nothing
can be further from our wishes, bat to cnable our readers and the
public to judge fawrly between our stutements and those of our
opponeats.

Fvery one knows how laree a per centage of the whole trade
of the United States is carried on with Great Britain and her de-
pendencies, and one would naturally suppose if British not only
competed with American vessels, but were actually driving them
out of their own carrying {rade, that a very large share of the
whole trade of the Union would be done in British buttoms.

Our readers wall judae for tiemselves as to tlus pomt from the
following facts, compiled from a Report of the “ Commerce and
Navigauon of the United States for the fiseal year 1815, Jaid
before Congress in its last session by the Seeretmy of the Trea-
sury, and for which we are indehted to that eminently u-eful and
very able perisdical, Hunl's Mo chuent’s Magazine.  That Repont
shows that the Exports of the United States for the year stated
wete carried in the follow g proportions :—

In American veseels. .. v viiianiiiee 8869121412
In Foresgin vessels cooee o oL i o 27,704,164

The Timports show a still greater dispanity, vizei—

e S102,120 981

In Amenecan vessels oo e

In Foreign vessels.co. oot civiieniienne LIB1G,083
Summned up, the resalt stands thas:—
TOTAL IMFORTS AND EXPORTS.
In Amencan vessels......... $159,370,923

o 42,520,247

In Foreign vessels ...

That is, of a trade reachung the enormous sum of two hundred
and thiny-two miliions of dollars annually, the gigantic share of
Siey-two millions worth! or Jess than a fifth of the whole! is
wrested from the Amencans by all #he foreign vessds put together
At trade with the Amenican Union! Venly, this ss a glowing
preture of the terrible effects of the vaunted competition of British
veasels, Under its effects the American will centainly, erc lang, be
driven ofl the sea; more espeealiy when itss consadercd thatof the
2fth thus seized by torea n vessels, only a share, perhaps a Lalf of
the whole, or in other words, a fenth of thay sinall per ceatage can
fall to the share of Biitiah buitems!  Vurily, our opponents- a
monapulist shipowner on the vie hand, and the Adininistiation
orgen on the other—must enker have eatensve imaginations
or pliant canscienees, to satler them o indulge in such un-
fonnded assertions,

But to apply tiese facts to our «wa condition, is il not war-
rantable to infer that, if these Mncnean vessels, which can pro-
sorve four=gfths of their trade 1o themselves in spite of apen com-
se ition with British and all ether foreizn vessels, were allowed
tyenmpete here fup cnr earsying tade, they wanld either drive
Briti<h vessels ensisely ont o ity or, what is more Lkeiv and at
the same tie maie o be desived,—s0 materially lessen the ave-
raee rate of fresshis as to leave us nothizgto cuvy—uothing 1o
crnntain of 7 We think it canoot admist ofacdoul & Bt ail we

ash rris simply 10 be allowdad to nee Tiem when they can be
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aot cheaper; that is, when freight is scarce and dear, let us have
the right of going 10 & large American shipping market which
we can reach in a day or two, instead of compelling us to go to
a market some 33C0 miles off;—a restriclion which throws insu-
perable dfficulties in our way, and, as already proved, subjects
s o cnorniowts sacrifices.

The neat point advauced by our oppon uts—the cost of na-
vigating a Butish vessel in the Quebec tradc—is quite iirelevant
o the po'nt at issue.  The figures given on this point in the
Quebee Guzelte may be righty or they may be wrongz.  They have
no bearing upon the question at issues I British can be sailed
as cheap as American vessels, they have obviously nothing to fear
from competition 5 if they caunoty then this coluny is manifestly
laid nnder contribution for the benefit of the Brtish shipowner.
Whether he is, and to what extent, we leave the public wo juduze
for themselves, after carefully digesting the statistical facts we
have from time to time laid before them.

One word more, and we have donc. The Quebec Gazctte dis-
inzennously cavils at the data we employed in reasoning in our
twenty-seventh No. as to the probable losses entailed upon the
colony as respects timber freights.  We have lioked into our
caleulatious, aml see nothing to alter.  We agree with our me-
nopolist contempurary of Quebee, that 10 bils. of fluur are tie
equivalent of a load of timber.  Now lat Lim miuke the neces-
sary abatements (supposing, for the sake of the caleulation,
that produce could be shipped in the common run of timber ves-
sels) from tne 4s. 94d. fora brl. of flour, to place an A1 vessel here
on a fuutiug with the iuferior vessels usually employed in the
timber irade at Quebee, which are for the must part either
“unclassed » or classed undera “dipthong,” aud we venture to
assert, when he puts all the necessary abatements together—such,
121, as the lighterage to Quebec ; 2nd, the usualy we may say,
the invariable difierence made by merchants here when they
send produce to vessels at Quebec (rarely less than 3d. per brl.)'
and lostly, a suflicient allowance for the extra charge for insurance
—that he will find that the net result mulliplic(T by 10, his own
ficure, will come near being the equivalent of 36s. 6d. per load.
1t not, let him show us the difference, and we will give him the
benefit of it in our next caleulution.

In couclusion, we subjoin the fullowing table, shewing the ex-
port trade of various states of the American Union,and the propor-
tion of each carried in foreign bottoms, It may be useful for our
Qaebec friends as well as ourselves in our future endeavors to ex-
pose the evils which maribme restrictions subjecet us to

AMERICAN VESSELS.  FUREIGN VESSELS.

2 e
Maine ..oveveennns N I8 B R v} 140,384
Massachausetts, ceaees BITRYSNIB 1,561,187
New York . 28,75 7,130,593
Penneylvania el 30271714 302,64¢
Maryhand coveeeviiiiienee s 4105830 1,116,14°
VIsins, coveeeienineeennen.. LOUGS54 1Us,027
Sonth Corohina . 6,670,133 2,191,515
Geergin ... .. . 9,793,963 1,533,152
Alabama... . 6,615,568 3.922,660
Lenisiana .. 18,010,178 §,247,957

Floada ... ceeees 1,193,003 321,749

84,046,602 27,261,573
Meantime, we recommend these important facts 10 the consi-
deration of our oppouents, both at Quebec and elsewhere.

A NEW DIVISION OF PARTIES.

 \Ve¢ had hoped that ali partics in Canada would unite in favour of a
policy wluch 1sfor the mnterest of the whole people, but 1t 1s vaun to hope 10
enlizhten those who are blinded by ignorance and prejudice.”—Montreal
Pilot, of yesterday.

In England the old distinctive appellations of party appear 1o be
fast disappearing. Instcad of Tury, Whig, and Radical, we find
the terms Free-Trader and Protectionist almost invariably used to in-
dicate the division of parties. Everything seems to be brought to
this practical test. Cheap or dear food, these are the two great ideas
of the day. The question proposed to the elector in the Registration
Coust and at the hustings turns upon this. It is no longer a question
of meo. The day when a mere namne cenld excitz the public, has
passed away.  How can we best improve our social conddition ?
behold the enquiry of every class of politicians in England, Party
clamrur fales away before this testy, aad the effurts of dema-
gozues and leadsars are impotent to obstruct the onward tendency of
the age.

That this influence shonld fail to be felt in Canada, is not to
be sapposed.  Here, as clsewhere, there are grave questions to
be deeided which must occupy the public mind, and influence
public opinion.  Althengh there are none of those complex
abuses here which exist in the mother country, and w hich render
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the work of rcforra so tedious and perilous, there are prejudices
in favour of old Jaws and customs wluch are nw less inveterate,
and scarcely less ditlicult to be dealt withe  In short, whether it
be from the desire to unitate, or the love of opposition, it is certain
that thete is aclass of persons in this country, as in Euglaud,
who stick out for protection, and that the abuses the Free-
Traders complun of will not be yielded without a struegle.

It tollows {rom this, that polificolly the inflnence of these par-
ties will be feft; towhat extent, the future will show. It is pro-
bable that the next politieal strozgle will turn mainly on this
questiony and that Free Trade and Proteetion wall be the rallying
crics ot the two parties.  But how will this ascort with old di~-
tinetions 2 Will it square with the present political standard of
partics 7 Will it not confuse and confound old pulitical caleula~
tions? Where will it place the present leaders 7 How wili it
atfect their followers? - These are questions which natarally sug-
aest themselves, and o the practical solution of which a vast
deal depeds.,

Much as we have striven to place Free Trade out of the cate-
gory of ordinary pohtical questions, the time is approaching when
we hope to see it exercise a great and salutary influence on the
country. It is so much more intelligible than any other question
that has ever been proposed, that it is impossible goad should
not come out of its agitation.  Instead of dealing with merely
speeuintive questions of Government, it goes at once to the very
oot of a nation’s prosperity, and enquires how the social condi-
tion of the people may be best improved. It descends from the
imaginary to the practical, and uses th2 most common terms to
convey the most important tiuths. It is a question every man
may judge of for hunsclf, by the simple aid of common sense—
a question of tizures and 1eason, respecting which none can be
ignorant if they choose to enquire.

Now, can any thinz be sugaested in which the Colony has <o
great an interest as this question?  Is there any other question
on which such safe aunles can be found 2—any which m:l}' be
taken up with so little fear of personal animosuty, and wih so
little risk in the carrying out ? .

We sincerely believe not.  On too many other questions, Cana-
dian opinion has been in opposition to the wishes of the mother
conntry ; in this, it oniy follows the course the mother country has
pointed out. We are in the rear, not in advance. TUp to the pre-
sent time, we have only talled of Free Trade, and have dene no-
thing, Very soon the opportunity will be presented us, and it wili
be then seen whether we have profited by the example which the
mother country has set us,  We shail soon have to deal practically
with our commercial affairs, as England has dealt with hers, and
it is a great thing to learn whether our public men are equal to the
task. Is there a majority in onr Legislature to claim an alteration
in the Navigation Laws, so that we may be alloweld to avail our-
selves of the spirit of enterprise of oiher countiies in the convevance
of inward and outward freights ? $lmll we have a thorough re-
vision of the Tariff; in accordance with the invitation heid out to us
by the Parent State? Will there be more disposition manifested
by these who have hitherto heen called Liberals to get rid of the
Agric 1lL.al duties, and so let public considerations arise above the
question of mere political party influence ?

These, we repeat, are important questions, and we trust that the
public on all occasions will kc(}p them before those who solicit their
suffrages. If it is a matter of importance to know what are the
opinions of a Member of Parliament on questions of education and
local government, can it be less important to know his opinions on
a subject which involves the very commercial existence of the
conntry ?  Let the first questions then bey €€ Are yon in favour of
unrestricted comm .ec 27— ¢ Du you desire the Tree Navigation of
the St Lawrence 7°—¢“ Are jou opposed {o the exicterce of the
Navigation Laws?? On the answers to these questions let the de-
termination of the voter, as to whether the candidate is a proper
peison to represent the country in Paliament, mainly depend.

THE ‘MONTREAL PILOT’ AND THE NAVIGATION LAWS.

The following is an extract from a very able arlicle which ap-
peared in the Moutreel Piot of the 10ih instant, in answer to some
views expressed by the Editor of the MontrealGazell-, on the subject
of the Navigation Laws:—

¢ The Gazetle admits that if world be a hoon to us if Fagland were
to abrogate the Navigation Laws in our favour (and of course in fa-
vour of our fellow-subjects in other colonies). e has grear doubts
of the wisdom of these laws, thinks that ‘commercially they arc fo-
tally indefensitle.’ Now really it appears fo us passing strange that
a Canadian journalist holding such opinious, should refuse to join in
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demanding the boon which is sought for by the great majority of his
fellow subyects ftmast be obvions to every one that the shppungr
inlerest in England will make good use of the articles of the Piotec-
tionist papers in Canada to shew that there is a division of opinion
in our community, that many intluential papers, ircluding the Min-
isterial orzan, think our demand a very unrcasonable one, and mote-
over of little importance.  But the Guzelle says, *“probably they
are considered a wecessity fur Builain lierselt.™  So were the penal
laws against the Ruman Catholics, so were the Test and Corparation
acts, the Corn Laws, and Stavery.  All these obsolete laws were
viwdicated on the plea of ¢ political necessity.” The Gazetle, how-
ever, know that such men as Cobden and Biigzht do not defend the
Navigation Laws.  In arguiug the question, our contempotary con-
stantly refers to the interests of Britain and the iunterests of Canada,
as if all peaple in those countries were agreed on the subject.  So
in like manuer Mr. Thorne and other protectionists cry out, Why do
not the Canadians build ships of theirowa?  We have never been
able to see what diffeience it would make to the Canadian farmer
whither Canadian or British shipowners should benefit by high
freights.  The ciaft used by the furwarders are all Canadian built,
and yet we hear complaints enouzh fiom the agricultural interests of
the forwarding charges.  The true way of considering the question
is as Buitish subjects equally wtcrested with the mass of the people of
Great Britain and freland in sweeping away a monopoly which s
injurious to all.  The Gazette arzues in the following extract (the
italics are our own) that Biitich consumers will suffer from this mo-
nopoly, because if the restrictions add to the cost of frcight in her
ports, it will be paid by them :—

¢« When we have no favonr at home we must then find, in competition
with all the producing countries of the world, the best market we can find
among all the consuiming countries i the world. 1€ then, Britawn conti-
nuesany restrietions wluch ad 1 to the freiaht of her purchases, they will
add to the cost 1 her mien ports, and Le paed by ker owon consumers ; not
by the seller, who can take lus produce to wherever he can meet with
more favoarable tering, if he s not urdemmified by the lugher price for the
higher charge of tfreiehit. Thisasa fundamenial ax o n of polinical ccono-
my, the very bas:s of the whole doctrine of Free-trade.” ”

“ 8o far as this is a 2e0d argument, it strengthens our position
that English consumers will juin us in our demand for the remo-
val of tisis monopoly.  Heretofore they have been engaged with
orievances of a still graver character. But the arsument that
the consumer pays everytlung is a very false one when applied
to commaodities, the supply of which depends in a great degree
upon canses over which human beings have no control,  In the
case of manufactured goods, the consumer mudt, as a general
rale, pay all the charzes attending their production and transport,
snch as labour in manefacturing, freight, &e. &e. If these
charees be not paid with a fair profit on his capital, the manu-
facturer will seck other muodes of investing it. The country
where manufactures can be carried un eheapest would natorally
monopolize the ~upply under a fice trade system.  Dut the sup-
ply of corn depeads in a great degree upon Providence.

“The farmier cannot tell until harvest time, nor even then,
whetlier he will be satliciently remunerated for his labour, and
when the time for selling arrives, he mast take the market price,
whether it be remunerative or not.  He occupies a widely difler-
ent position fion the mupnl’ncnucr. and he will go on labouring,
provided the soil and climate are favomable, trusting to Provi-
dence that his erops will be zoud, aud the demand proportionate.
Usnlor a free trade sy<tem, the lage maikets will, of course, be
rezulited by the comparitive demand and supply throughoat the
woride  But let us consider how, under that system, particular
conatries may be affectedd by Navigation Laws.  Flour, with
reference to the geaeral demand and supply, may be worth 30s.
pet baniel au the Loadon maiket, ;u‘ul rcichants will mive cor-
responding prices at Odessa, Dantzig, New York, and Montrea),
takme into consideration all the charges, the principal of which
is fr 1ght.  On whom, then, would the charze of an increased
freizht, caused by Navigation Laws, fall 7—on the consumer in
ciand or tae producer Gappose in Canada) ? - Sutely the Gy-
zcfle must admut that it wauld fall on the producer, unless 41
were cquaily expozed 1o the influence of those jaws,—in whije},
case, it would probably f:\ll on both. We. need not, howeypr
arzne on a point which wiil at once be admiited by every praeri.
cal man.  Let the Gazette ask the shippers of breadstadls i€ they
are never indaced te wive a ligher puce by an ofler of cho:{p
freigit, and whethor they are not often deterred from shijpnine
by hizh freiits. We do not contend that consumers are yyiy-
terested in the rates of ficight: en the contrary, every thing
calrulated to bring the praducer and consumer nearer tozother,
is of benefit 10 both, It is no arcument to tell us, as the Guzetre
doos, to carry your flonr elsewhere than England “if vou are not
indemnified by the higher price for the higler charge {or frejght.?
Fueland, we hope, will Jonz continue to afford us our bast market :
witen she eeases 10 do so, there will soon be an end to our con-
nexion with her. It is, however, a poorargument 1o tell us that
Lecause Fayglish consumers pay Canadian producers the Inghest
price for flour, therefore both parties are to pay extra freights to
English shipowners,”?
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SPEECH OF Mr. MERRITT, M. P, ., AT THIE TORONTO
AGRICULTURAL INSTITUTION.

Wo find the following reported speech of Mr. Merritt, at the
late Turouto Agricultural Show. Tt was elicited by a toast, umt-
ing the names of Great Britain and the States.  There is no one
who has paid more attention than M. Merint to the commerce of
this country, and although we may ditfer with him o some poats,
we are willing to bear testinuny to the general soundness of lus
views, amd the perseveranee with which he has exerted hunself
to perfeet the internal commuuicativns of the countiy.

Oun this oceasion Mr. Merntty alter some opening observations,
spoko as follows :—

« It was well hnown that hie had not been an advoca‘e for free trade.
He had never sotght 1t but for the colomes, but now forergn nations waoull
be placed m the same position with the colemies of the empare 3 and he
now believed, that this change would redonnd to the mterests of Canada.
'I'he chairman would recollect when the whole commeree of Canada, and
the western world passed down the St. Lawrence.  How had they lost
it] I was lostn ]824, by the wisdom per se of that enterprisiny people,
the Americans, in the fonnation of the Ene Canal, by which the trade
was diverted from ats former channel. e had exerted himself to the
utmoat 1o brng back this tride fiom the aruficis], to swhat all must con-
cede was the nusural chamnel.  ‘They deserved eredat tor accomphislung o
much, with what were then lumted means,  They had accompushed 1t,
and were now enwying the benefits of a revenne denved from inland
commumication. ‘I'he first motion he bronght forward after bemng elected
to the Assembly, was one for the inprovement of the commumication by
way of the St. Lawrence.  He was proud of this, believing ag he did that
the Gol of wature had not given us these splendid lukes and nvers, but
to form the great hughway.  The narrow channel created by them was
36V nnles, that created by the Canadians only G6 ; was it then to be sasd
they could compete withus? No' T'he freight from hence to Quebec,
would be 82, of which one was toll.  Was tlus arecument visionary
No! bat grounded on facts, for st would be found that the freights from
Detroit to Q<werto, would be 82, of which &1 would be pasd as toll on
the Welland Canal. When the canals should be completed, the produce
would be sent down in large vessels, brinmng back goods for the mer-
chants here and westward at the price of batlast.  He knew that they had
gone in debt for their construction. How could they pay it 1 Why, by the
wal3.  He feit that nottung could equal the St. Lawrence and 11s canals.
Mr. Thorne says he would not open 1t to them.  Why you would Le out
of your senses not to do so. 'Is they would be paying your tolls—they
would be paymg the interest of your debt. The receipts this year had
been £30,000; last year they were oniy £:20,000 ; but he looked coa-
fidently forward tuits being £109,000, withun ten years.  He spohe with
confidence, having noted us progress for a long period.  The gross
recespts on the Lie Canal, last year, wete S2,600,008 ; and this year
the tolls had increased §200,000. e brought in four resolutions to the
House on this subject, which had not been adopted.  Had they been
adopted, he believed the revenue would have been matenally increased
ours would have been the cheapest market, and they would have carried
itin. He bad intended to say more, but this he would say, that there
was & missapprelicnsion as 1o the free navigation of the St. Lawrence.
Why not allow Amesican vessels from Oswego to Boston? They have
opened to us; why not we tothem?  Why not bnng them herel He
would have them look at the country westward of Luhe Frie, larger n
extent than the Atlanuce coast, ready o send its produce this road if per-
mitted. Al he wonid ash, was thi: they should be placed on the same
fuoting as tiwse in the Siates.”

OPENING OF THE PO&TS.

(From the London Economist.)

A vear ago a strong case admittedly existed for suspending the Comn
Laws, ond open'ng the ports for the free admission of all kinds of food ;
and Sir Robert Peel was only deterred from doing so by a division in s
Cabinet. 100 strong 1o overcome, and which led 1o its discolution. B
whatever reasons enisied then, exist much more strongly now for such a
step.  Scarcity was then only propable and prospective—now 1t 1s certain
and present.  Althvugh the Cora f.aw has, in the meantime, undergone
an important change for the better, under ordinary circumstances, yet 1t
is -1 some important respects much less favourable for such a crisis as that
which we arenow approacting.  Aslong as grain is moderate, or even
doea not reach a very lugh price, the present law 15 infinitely preferable
to the old one , but us soon as general scarcaty, in spite of the greater fa-
H o cilinier offered by the present fawe, rajers the price to sich a rate as we
hase kaown at for many tonths tegether within the last few years, then is
it much worse than the law which 1t superseded A long as wheat ia
54s. or s, a quarter, the present daty s only 4=, winch under the late
law would have varned from 18s. 10 123 ; but when wheat nises to 733,
a quanicr, then under the present law the duty suli conunues at ds.,
while under the ate law 1t would have tallen to 18, There s, 15 doube,
much 10 the moderate scale of dutics under the present law, to prevent
prices from nising so high; nevertheless, sach a general and extens.ve
scarcity may arise, and there s tov much reason 11 believe has now ans-n,
when, in spite of the greater facihties afforded by 1. new law, prices w i
advance so high that the new duty wiil be greater than the old one, un-
lese, wndeed, some extraordinary encouragement be mven, i the mean
time, 19 <til mnore nbundant foreign supphes.  This i<, in short, exactly
the emergency which Lord John Russell foresnw wonld » .sen the event
ot a fixed duty being adopted, when 1t would be imperative to suspend it,
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The present corn-law ig, indeed, so far a fixed duty, that wheat s
never admitted under it helow a duty or four shillinzs ; and the reazons
which appeared to the noble Lord to provide fur a suspension of n ¢ fixed
duty” an times of great scarcity, apply with eqnal force to the present
Fow. Butat way be sard that Lord John Russe'] proposed, as a selt~ncting
test of that scarcuy, 1n eonsequence of winch the law should be suspended,
a certmn high * six-tweeh averoge price,” wlieh has not yet been at-
tunteds  In franung a general law, with a view to the future and gsual
state at things we know n9 better test that conld have been proposed,
than that of price ; bat, after all, 1t was only as the best general test af
searcity that it was proposed.  Andaf, in the conrse of events, more un.
questionable and strikins tests of general seareity east, the noble Lord
will onfy he acting on the sane prinemples, if he adopt them, as the reason
for immediately opening the ports, 1 conformty wath the same prineiple.
Now, surely, no one will, at tlus moment, ask for more striking tests of
scareity than those wineh every wheie surronnd ug: whether we
look around our awn inaediate doors, throughout the vasions counties in
England—whether we evtend our view to the state of Scotlasub—whether
we include wihin onr range of observation what we are compelled to do
m Ireland—or swhether we extend our view to the state of at least three-
fourths of Contimental Burope.  But, af it he sad that seareny shows
uself rather m mterior food than in wheat, the duty upon which we seek
to aboli<h, then the reply 1s obvious, that the more abundant the higher
chass of food can be rendered, the less will be the pressure for the inferior
food which 1s so deficient m quantity.

But we are aware that there 1s a class of politicians—and who, if we
mistake not, are reprecented in the Cabmet—who hold, that it is just
when the price of wheat becomes very dear that the duty can be levied
without any charge to the consumer ; that to remt the duty ot such a
tine, 18 1 short only to make the foreign grower, or the amporting mer-
chant, a present of the duty which would otherwise go into the exc).cquer.
We will not waste timne now in showing how utterly futile such an ohjee-
tion would be at any ume; for whatever force 1t could have n the
estmation of any one, under ordinary eircumstances, it can have none
atthe present cnis.s.  The only ground on whieh it 18 contended that the
duty i reality would be paid by the foreigner, 1s, that the natural price of
grain 13 so moch Jower an the Baltic than i tlus country, that the same
quantity would come whether 1t was frec of duty or not. That, m short
the usual inequality of the price of wheat between thus country and the
continent is such, that a small duty nught be amposed  without placing
the Enghsh merchant 1w foreign ports at any disadvan'age with foreign
competitors 1w lus purchagea. ‘I'lus argument cannot be used at the
present moment, for great as have been tiie 1nlncements for some time
past to mmport wheat into Ingland, we find that at Dantzig and am-
hurgh, the French and the Belians have competed in the purchase of
wheat almost to the entire exclusion of the Enuhish buyer.  Nay, such is
the equality of prices here, and in some of the neighbouring countries, that
home-grown wheat has been purchased 1n several of our country markets
for shipment to France.  Now as the only sour ¢ from which any un-
por ant supphes can be derived duning the winter and spung w.ll be the
Unite d States of Amerien, it s not difficult to see that the smallest daty
chararahle npon the 1mport of flaur and wheat mnto 1h s country, may di-
vert shipments from the ports of Laverpool and London to those of Rot-
terdam, Antwerp. and 1 were, even though, at the same moment, the con-
sumer in Ensland should be paying a lugher price than the Duteh, the
Belgians, or the French. A duty, however smail, imposed upon
nportation here, 1s a direct premnm given 1o the surrounding raarkets.
Let us, too, never forget that i such a case we have nothung t2 do with
rrick* all our aim should be to obtain QuaNTITY,

And if it be necessary, for that object, to give to the foreign producera
high price we must consider that a greater eval can only be thus obviated.
Moreover, at the present moment, these is another reasan which should
operate with such objectors as we now refer to, for withdrawing their op-
position to tuch 2 mensure, I we had a large quanuty of corn in bond,
they would contend that to rehngmsh the duoty wonld be only to add to
the profit of the lucky speculator who happened to hold it, altogether for-
gettul that such a step would prevent a large quantuy from being shipped
to other markels, where, though the price to the consumor was not hither,
yet it was so to the importer, from the fact that no dary mterposed be-
tween them, as has already to a _seat extent taken place; and the
equally unportant fact that the profite thus thrown mto the hands of the
merchant by his lucky adventure, afford hun not only the means, but the
wducement, at once to embark 1 fresh enterprise to merease supplies.
Politicians who grudge the profits of cotnmercial speculauon, are ul cal-
culated tv preside over a country suflening from scarcity and famme.  To
sucl, however, it may be a source of sausfaction, that owing to the al-
most total absence of any stocks of gramn iz bond, no nisk would be run
of enriching the specalator at the cost of the exchequer.

But if the test of scarcity be sufficient to satisfy every one of the im-
minent danger in which the country 1s placed—and an admmssion of this
15, indecd, the only juatification for the present policy pursued towardz
Ireland—then we hold it to be impossible that any Govermment, and
much le<s the present one, can refram from the adoption of every possible
means winch will facilitaze the increase of supplies, or render these which
we have mare efficient. It is utterly imposaivle that any Govermment,
and mnteh lees the present one, can sa'yect the country to the enormous
sacnfices which it s called upon to make i order to feed the poor i
Ircland, and leave the smallest vesture of a duty upon tue unportation of
food of any kind, or the s'1zhtest res.iction upon the mode in which 1t is
consumed, 1ncous:stent with the strictest economy winch private interest
might dictate.

‘That the opeming of the ports for the free admission of food of alt kinds
~ :hat the permiss.on to use sugar or molasscs 1n our breweries and dis-
tillerics, if only as a means of economising at the present cnsis the con-
sumnnion of gramn—are measures which would be forced upon the most
unwitling Government by an overwhelininz necessity during the connung
winter, but which will be cheerfully and willingly adopted, as being only
n accords ice with their general principles by the present cabnet, we
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have not the shehtest doul.t—that the ancient and mistaken policy of in-
rerference and restrictions, with a view to gecure abundance and economy,
will be sternly and uncompronmsingly resisted, and that the modeen and
wrue pohiey of nonantesterence will be furchfily and fully earned out, by
sweepig away everythimg which acts as a restriction on free enterprise,
by the present nunisters, we have the fullest confidence.  But we would
anxinsly pressupon  their attention the fact that the great value of such
measures will be dertved fram thew heng adopted at once.  Let the Go-
vernntent proclamm i even more dishinet terms than they yet have done
—for there 1s mueh msgving on the subyect—that under no circumstances
that can occur, witl they interfere with private enterprise, by assimng in
any way, hirect or wduect, the characrer of traders,  Let them at once
publish 1o the world, that the ports of Great Brinin will be open unul
after the harvest of §R47 for the tree adimisston of grain and animal food
ot all himde—let 1t at vace be known that sugar and molasses, after pay+
went of duty, may be used for any purposes which private interest may
dictate—let them, 1 short, remove every restriction which liumts supply,
ot interferes with the tnost econmmenl or beneticinl use of commodities ;
and having done tius, they may then rest satisfied that everything i their
power has been done 10 alfeviate the most perplexing difficulues over
which any government has of late years had to preside.  But to be effi-
cient, 10 tune should te lost.  Under the most fovorable circumstances
much delay must take place, before any sach determination can be made
known n those distant countries, where they may be expected to pro-
duce such an eflect on public epinton as will conduce to the benefits which
we are entitled to expect from them.

And what can the Government gee to deter them from snch a course.
An indemnity from Parlinment must be sought,and the necessity of an
early meeang of Parhinment for that purpose, which in some respects we
wonld rather avord, must be encountered ; but can any one dream that
snch an indemmity would not be given?  'Who could refuse it} Lord
John Russeli’s usugl supporters, and Sir Robert Peel with hus one hun-
dred and twelve, could not but vie with each other in bestowing com-
wendatons upon the poliey of the Government.  Aud even Lord George
Bentinek und s followers, what could be thur objection 1 Duning the
whole of thie last session they never ceased to proclaim that such wonid
have been: therr own policy, duning the far smaller emergency in which
the country was placed a year ngro ; how then can they object to st now ?
In short, there 18 nothing which at this mowment could redound so much
1o the credit of the Government and the advaniage of the country, as the
unmediate adoption of tins policy, which we contend cannot under any
crcamstances long be postponed, without creating the most intense suf-
fening and dissatistaction,

Finally, we camestlv call upon cvery commercial community, upon
every chamber of commerce, upon atl who wish to allevinte the diatress
with wlich the country 1s thieatenced, to give the government, as early as
possible, evidence of their views of the necessity of such @ step, by ad-
dresses such as have already been adopted at Dundee, and some other
places. At such a woment, with such u cnsis begun, and still more
threatening, every encourngement should be given to the executive, to
pureue an even, aud af needtul a bold course, which the support of in-
fluenual members of society can afford.

We beg to draw the attention of the Editor of the Gazette par-
ticularly to the following memorial, which the Chamber of Com-
merce of Manchester has addressed to the Lords Commissioners
of the Treasury. He may probably discover in it some fresh ar-
aument for the oppasition he is at present offering to the propo-
sat for the abandonment of these laws :—

70 THE RIGHT HONOURARBLE THE LORDS COMMISSIONERS OF HER
MAJESTY’S TREASURY.
« The Memorial of the Duectors of the Chamber of Cammerce and M1-
nufactures at Manchester,

« Showeth—'That yonr memoriahsts are extremely desirons that Het
Maycsiy’s Government should take 1nto carliest consideration the present
state of our navigation laws.

« That, whatever may have been the motive under which those laws
were ongmoated, it will not now be denied that the intelligence of the age
demands a revision, if not a total abandonment, of them.

« That for many years past the impossibility of retaining them sgainst
the United States of Amenca, and subsequently against several other na-
tions, was admatted, and specific relnxations decreed by the Legisinture ;
but the wise pohicy adopted in the last session of Parliament calls, in the
opw.on of your mewonalists, for an wnediate reform or abolition of them
as agnanst all the world.

«‘That your memonahists eall for such reform or abohition on the grounds
of saund policy and justice, the injunioas consequences of those laws hav-
ing been often pracueally experienced : hut they grieve to add, that the
dispensations of Divine Providence seem to them to render the correction
instantly necessary.

«T'hat under the most afllicting circumstances in which many portions
of this empnre 1s now placed in respect 10 foad, your memor:ahsts would
tam hope that a paternal Gmernment will not suffer to remam upon the
atatute-boak for otte unnecessary mstant those nuschievous and partially-
devised provisions of law, which, operating at all times and under all cir-
cumstances agawust the tsue mterests of the bulk of the people, rpgravate
at the present moment their ordinary ijustice, by adding to the ditiiculty
of providing aga st anpending faune.

« On the grounds, therefore, of policy, justice, and necessity, your me-
.aoriahsts humbly, but most urgently, pray that your Lordslips may take
into immediate consideration the whole of the provisions of the navigation
Jaws, with a view to provide such retiedies as the well-bemng of the peo-
ple miperatively requires.

- « Manchester, Oct. 1, 1846.”
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The following is an extract from the summary of news made
up by the Montreal Herald, to be conveyed home by the mail of
of the 19th. It is an attempt to convey a correet account of public
feeling on the subject of Free Trade :—

B T

“ We imagine that we give a correct account of the public feebing, when
we say, that in the Inrge cites, Free ‘Irade doctrines are making way ns
principles of action, while amony the agnealtiural commuunnty thew attach.
ment to the provinaal protection on cattle, &c , prevents them frows em-
hracmg these new views,  Sinee the unposition of the cattle duties. prices
have been much higher for meat, and this change 18 naturally enough im-
puted 1o the fiseal arrangemema. Thie 15 a very cogent reason for their
dishke of preachings from the texts of Suuth and Ricardo. 1t 1s not so
easy to understand  the cause of shear affection for the 3s. duty on grun,
onginally imposed ag the condition of our favor in the Briush market.
If this were removed, whenever the price of grom were higher here than
m the Unned States, we should be able to expor’ our entire produce, sups
plymg ua place for home consuaption, by the cheaper artcle from the
other side of the hnes.  But, norwithstanding, the obvious advantage
wluch would anise from 2 wore liberal plan, aud, notwithstanding, the
very plan fact, that prices here must be regnlated entirely by the markets
at howe, 1t 15 very certun, that the great wagority of the farmers would
dread a reform. In Canada, the lnnded mrerest 1s paramount, so that
until the agneulturisis can be brought tv see the affsir m a different hight,
there 1s little hope of any alterauion, beyond the concession of last ses-
sion. ‘T'hat merely repealed the impost on bread stuffs passing through
tise country for exporiation. ‘I'he western part of the Province 1s the
most strongly intercsted 1n the cultivatun of wheat.”

On this the Piot observes—

“The Herald has, unmtentionally we have no doubt, conveyed a very
erroncous account of the siate of public opmion i Canada on Freee
Trade questions.  The most promument of these are the Repeal of the
Navigation Laws, and of the Lmperial Duties.  With regard to these
measures, the farmers are equally terested with other classesin procur-
ing their repeal. Wath regard to the Provincial Danes, which are levied
for revenue alone, althoush they may be incidentally protective, these
will probably be wide differences of opinion, and discussion at the present
moment 1s rather 10 be deprecated.  \When the Proviacial Duues are te-
viged, 1t wilt be the duty of the Mimstry to conaider the subject well, and
10 endeavonr 10 tanse the necessary amount of revenue a3 equitably as
possible,  The article in the Heruld would naturally create an unpression
that the ag-icultural community is opposed to the Free-Trade measures
which are generally agitated.  Thus 1s not the case : they are almost to
a man i thewr favour.”

We had intended 1o take some notice of an article in the Ham-
ilton Spectator, controversial of the statements of the Economist,
in respect to the progress of the Free-Trade canse ; but the task has
been so well executed by the Pdot, as to render it unnecessary. The
Pilot fully sustains onr assertion that amongst the press, as with the
mercantile community, the most intelligent and influential poition
are with us.

The papers on the subject of Post-Office Reform, which have
appeared in late numbers of the Eronomist, but the publication of
which has been Jately interrupted, will be resumed neat week.

te—

COMMERCIAT, TRIALS,

Court of Apprals.

DeBrrury, Appellant, vs. Duxxs, Respondent.—In this case the Respon-
dent had sued the Appellant for some £160, for goods sold and delivered.
Mr. DeBleury pleaded payment, and produced a counterpart of the account
sued for, recespted in this form: “Received payment per contra account,
Peter Dunn by John Mullin®  This Mulbn was the clerk of Dunn. ¢
was urged m the Court below, that Mullin had no authority to adsit the
counter account of Mr. DeBleury, which consisted of three items for pro-
fessional services.  The Court of Queen’s Bench adopted this view of the
case, and, alluding to the case of Ward vs Evans, 2 Raymond, p. 928,
fave judgment for the whole amcunt demanded—overruling the Appel-
wnt’s plea.  Mr. DeBleury appealed from this judgment, and it was now
urged on hisbehalf*—1st, That the arrangement was mercly in fulfilment
of a previous understanding between Mr. Dunn and Mr. DeBleury. and
that the clerk had been specially authorized to give the reccipt* 2nd, That
whether he wat originally authonzed or not, Dunn had, by his acquies-
cence for 8 months, confirmed and mufied the act of hisagent. ‘I'o sup-
port this view of the case, Story on Contracts, p. 210—Manin's Lowsiana
Reports, (condensed ediunon), vol. 1—Pothier de Mandar, No. 99, and
Paley on Principal and A zent, p. T1—were cited ; all these authorities
gotug to shew that 1f the pnncipal for a moment adopts the act of his
agent, cither by his acquiestence or otherwise, the pnneipal is bound.
On the other hand, the Respondent contended that the clerk had no
such authority, that the Appellast knew ity and that he was well aware
when the clerk signed the recept that the elerk exceeded his authority.
The Judzment m the Court below was confirmed with costs. The al-
lrged payment was operated by means of an account rendered to the Re-
spondent, winch, 1t was said, had been taken by lum as compensation.
Now, w was true that a clerk of plannfPs did go to defendant’s, and ac-
cept his account as compeusation ; but it scemed equally clear that the

clerk had no power to make this acceptance. ‘The judgment wxs, there-
fore, affirmed.
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ENGLISII NEWS.

The Britannia stcamship has arnved since our last, bringing dates to
the 20th October.  The most important news, in a commercial point of
view, is the incteased advance of all kinds of bread-stufls on the Conti-
nent. At Dantzie, high mixed whent was from 55s. to 57s. per quarter ;
at Hamburgh, from 51s. to 523 ; at Rottcrdam, from 58s. to 6ls. In
Eungland, fortunately, trade is good,and the pressure is not so much felt,
but in Treland, and in some parts of the Highlands of Scotland, the pros-
pect is most gloomy. Under these circumstances, a strong opinion cxists
that it is the duty of the Govermuent to do away with the remaining
restrictions on food, by throwing open the ports, and the chances nre that
this will be done.  Indeed, we can detect no difference of opinion on this
subject, all parties agreeing that the suspension of the 4s. duty will be ab-
golutcly necessary should prices contiaue to rise at the rate they have
been rising.  The quarter's and year's accounts of the revenue had just
been published, nnd were, under ull circumstances, satisfactory.  On the
year ending 10th October, there i an increase in the Excise of £182,717 ;
on Stamps, £21,759; Taxes, £10,279 ; Yroperiy T'ax, £205,031 ; Post
Office, £114,000 ; Miscclluncous, £421,383. But there is a dec:ease
on the Customs of £502,619, which is doubtless awing to the late reduc-
tion of duties. On the total revenue of the year, there is an increase of
£88,110.  The quarter ending 10th October 1s far more satisfactory than
the annunl revenue.  On the quarter there is an incrense on Customs of
£162,472 ; on the Excise, £226,820; Taxes, £8,661; Property tax,
£148,245 ; Post Oflice, £3,000; Crown Lands, £15,000; but thereis a
decrease on Stamps of £5,811, and on Miscellaneous, £59,448. The
total increase on the quarter 18 £539,064. The marniage of the Duke
of Montpensier with the sister of the Queen of Spain, and the only bar
between the French Prince and the Spanish throne, has created a good
deal of discussion, and 1s referred to as calculated to distutb the anucable
relations at present enisting hetween Great Britain and France.——Qf
domestic news there is hardly any of interest.

PROVINCIAL, LOCAL, AND GENERAL INTELLIGENCE.,

The local newspapers are still dwelling on the recent fatal stecmboat
accident, and a very general opinion cxists that the Government servants
have not dore their duty in the premises, by instituting such inquiries as
were called for. A correspondent of the Quebec Gazette well ohserves :
¢ In a matter of so terious a nature, when the lives and property of hun-
dreds are every day exposed,no falsc dehicacy should prevent the most mi.
nute investigation into all the details of this melancholy catastrophe, be-
cause if no such examination takes place, the most unlimited licensc is
given, and the present calamity, though frightful in its nature and ex-
tended in its details, may be partially disregarded, if not totally forgotten,
in some greater and more scrious wmisfortune.”’——A correspondent of the
Montreal Herald states that the dry goods merchants have agreed to
close their stores at half-pas: seven o’clock, on and after the 15th instant.
—~——A rumour has got abroad that the Earl of Elgin, who is expected
next month, is about to be married to Lady Alice Lambton, daughter of
jate Barl of Darham, but it does not szem that there is any good
foundation for the report. A great deal of dissatisfaction is exjr2ssed by
the mercantile commuaity at the unnecessanly early departure of the
mail for the stcamer, which lcaves Boston on the 16th.  This mail was
cloged at seven o'clock, p.m. on Wednesday, the 11th, and the messenger
left between eight and nine o'clock, the next morning, Thursday. It
would take him cight-and-forty hours to get to Boston, wiuch would
bring the time to Saturday moming. The steamer does not stare till
about the middle of the day on Monday, so that the mail will reman up-
wards of fifty hours idle at Boston. The consequence of this precipita-
tion is, that the merchanis in Quebec and the Upper Province are deprive
ed of the time nccessary to answer their correspondents, and put to great
incenvenience.  The English mail was not received here till Monday,
and the Quebec letters could only reach that place on Tuesday moraing ;
so that unless the parties to whom they were addressed answered before
five o'clock the same day, they would lose the oppertunity of wnting atall,
For the Upper Province it was, of course, worse, and unless the merchants
of Kingston, &c., wroie by the way of Bosion, they will have to wait for
the mail of the 1st.  If there had been any cccasion for this extraordinary
precaution, parties would not complain; but there is absolutely none.
The messenger could calculate, by leaving on Friday, to arrive long
before the departure of the stcamer, and it was sheer stapidity to insist
on histaking hisdeparture before. The public, 1t 18 necessary the Fost
Office authoritics should know, are entitled to every moment of titne that
cap safely be extended to them, and we trus: that thisisthe last time v e
shall ever hear of such apicce of official folly.——The following isike

statement given by the Quebec correspondent of cargoes arnved at Qe-
bee during the season of 1846, to the Oth of November, inclusive :—

General Cargocs.eee s seevcossoceenes Mo r Brieks oeiiviiiiiiiieiiiininenes 7
170 | Bocks and Slates veveveee e 1

3 cereeesrranene 4

1 Fe

pal] 3

1| Rosinand Pite 1

13| Sugar, i}, and F &

ciesteceitescne 3| Cosbsand Gins. 4

Sugar and Mulasses ....... 4] Mulssscs oo oo 4
Conls and Bricks voceinns. 4] W . K
Frait and Wine . o 20 Punsoiia.... 1
Cotdifo ceveveeeniannias 6| Buzarand Heremge eooeeeeneee .1
Fish, aud Fish and Ol ... S50 Conlv and Iron cieeeeevrectsesacese ¥
PO cveoeensiotnnrescnasoneanseees S} Hugnraml Rum ceecoveioinieeeees 1

There 13 no further news of Mexican affasrs in the American papers,

WasaT rroM Vax Dieman's Laxp.~The Liverpool Courier of the
18th ult. furnishes the following account of a novel importation, which s
said to have created some sensation :—

“Two vessels havo recently errived at this part from Launceston, Van Dieman's
Land,"with curgoes of bark, gum, nahozany, and wheat, the prduco of the Colony.
One them, the Bemgamin Heap, brings 2,843 hiags of wheat. 1t 18 1 hinen bags of fing
texture, and the graan of excellent quahity ; but m consequenco of the muhngany steam-
ing 1 the ship, aud ¢ ting a shight ¢ to the grain, it will require to be
turned over two or three times, as at 1s technically expressed, beforo it will be dry cnough
to cuter anto consumnption.  Fity sacks of the wheat, wo arc snfurned, atc conngned to
a gentleman in Staftordshire, from a friend 1 tho Culony, and ato intended exclunsely
for sced.  An expericaced cora dealer on "Chango informs us that he nover saw gram of
s0 fino an appearance. It s very white, and the shin of tho gram (s of an uausual thne
ness. Numerous applications have been made for samples of the lot, but tn van.  ‘I'lo
remainder of the catgo is of supcrior quality, and as ot the present tune there 1s a great
demand fur Indinn corn and ather articics not msunlly consumed in this country, weo
direct tho attention of the public to tho importation es a decrdedly promsnent sulyect,
and ono whieh may hercafter exerciso a great snfluence on the imports wto this country.,
We have not the means of stating anthing: ccrtain respecting the amount on handin
Van Ihemen's Land, but we are told by the gontleman from whom we derive the facts
hero stated that thereas plenty of 1t to bo Lad. 1 bo cost of thiseargo waras follons .—

Castin Van Diemen’s Land, - - - s ‘-ct Lushel of 320 ibs.
Freght, - - - - - - 94 3 “ v
Duty, - - . - - . Oslfd “
Commission, - B - - - 0sgd. “

giving a total cust of 8s, 10}d. per 70 1b. A portion ofthat part of the cargo which is to
be disposed of hasals ady been sold at 9+, 6. perbusticl, realizing to the anporter, s the
prosent state ef ihe nathet, a profit of moto than 60 per c~nt. A littto competition would
probably reduco the charges and the cxtraordinary profit which has accrued on a fiest
tran<action, and would bring tho produce of the colany into & ready market, As th am-
port has made some sensation amongst coti-dealers, there can be no doubt but that the
caterprise of the 1~ rehants of Liverpool wilt be directed to more extensive importations
from the colony at Van Dien an’s Jard, winch, under present crrcumstances, wall benet t
the colony, and bo lucrative to themeclves.

PORT OF MONTREAL.

Arnivep—Nov, 10.
Brig Sylpk, Walshaw, Newcastle, Dougall, Harrison & Co.

liTu.
Schr. Vietoria, Blair, Magdeclaine Islands, Capt. Blaine.
Barque Vigilant, Garduer, Newcastle, M Dougall & Gla:s

THE MARKETS.

MONTREAL. Fr day Lvening, 13tk Nov.

Asnzs have improved since the arrival of the Britann'a. Ship-
ping brands of Pots are worth 22s. 6d., and Pearls 2:2s. 94. to 23s.

Frovr —An advance was establishedon the arrival of the mail,
but the market ha: again receded. We quote best brands Superfine
32s. 6. to 33s , Fine 31s to 31s 9d.

Waeat.—8ales have been made this week at 5s. 73d. Receipts
of both Wheat and Flour are light this weck, owing to the preva-
lence of easterly wind. Considerable quantities of ‘both are report-
ed tobe at hand.

Provistons.—We do not vary our quotations of last week.

Freweuts have declined. Engagements for Flour have been
made at 4s.6d , and for Wheat 12s. would be aceepted.

Exenaxcee —For last packet, Meichants® Bills 90 days 73 1o §,

Jank 60 days 9! per cent premium,

NEW YORK. 9th Nov. 18486.

Asnes,—Sales of 50 brls. Potash have been made at $5 00,
which isan advance. There have been no sales of Parls, but high-
er prices are asked,

Frovr.—The Floar market is unsettled. No sales have come to
our knowledge since the arrival of the steamer. Dealers seem to
think that the maiket will open at about $6 25, which is an advance
of 23 cents.

No advices from either our New York or Cleveland correse
pondents.
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NOTICE.
To the Claimants por Rebellom Lasses in Lower
Canada, whose namnes are indvded in the
Sihedul ;mhll Jed in the Cunudu Guzelle,
dated 10th Oclober, 1846,

§ Recrivkr Geserat's Osrter,
Y Moutreal, b Octoler, 1844,
fTUIE RECEIVER GENERAL 18 authorized
to ixsuc DEBENTURES; redeemable m
Twenty Yeats, for the lqundation of these Loeses, in aume
not less than Thwenty five Pounds, Curtency, bearing In-
terest at Stx per Cent per Annum, as pravided by the Act
9 Victona, Cap 65, payable Vearlv. on tho 1st Januney,
Tt s recommended to tined wndividunis whose elauns aro
wnider the sum above <pecitied, that they shoahl umte so ac
to make up the Miunumwin Amount of Debentures ailowed
tu be 1sued,

{7~ The English and French papers i Montreal wili
inscrttho abuve for two weehs.

NOTICE.
WE the 'ndersigned herehy give notice, that
apphication will be made by us at the neat
mecting of the Legicdature to obtain a CILARTER for the
urpese of CONNTRUCTING A BRIDGE  ACROSS
HE ST. LAWRENCE ; sny from the Sonth sude of aarnd
Reverto n pomt on St, Panl’s Ldand (Isle St Pual), and
fromi sard Islnd to the Noeth bank with nizht of way aeross
the sawd Island, and from thy North bank of tho River ton
eotremont termsnus on the Canal.
I, STeriuss,
Hran ALbas,
Jarox C, MERLE,
D. Davipany,
Wittt Dow,
Jonx lLrxvino,
Wate Tasy,
J. B, Sxi.m
J. FrRoTmnanad,
Jxo. Yousa,
Jouv F, Mivra,
L. I Bottas,
1 1. Macpnuroaty,
Bexs. Lyvay,
R. Consy,
Davin ‘Torrasce,
Montrea!, September §4.1846.

ST. LAWRENCE AND ATL.
RATL-L2DAD,

NOTICE.

HE STOCKHHOLDERS of the St. Lawrence

and Atantic Ral-Road Company, having,
at thewr $pecinl Genernl Meeting, he'd on the 2nd instaut,
unanumansdy resolied upon the innnedinte corinencement
of the Raul-Road, whercby the Subsenptums tar Shnses of
Stock conditiona) npon that resulve {recenced subsequent
ta the 30th ultyma) have hecome absolinte, the New Stock.
holders are requestesd ta PAY the FIRST INSTALMENT
of £4 163, Currency per Share to the Treasurer, ot the
Company’s Othce, 18, Lattle St James Street.

By order of the Rourd,

TIHOMAS STELRS,

Sceretary.

Asorrw Siaw,
Jamkr Girvntg,
Wwu. LpvossTtoNg,
Maoss = Rave,
Josern Mawvov,
RonenT Mackay
O, BraturLyT,
. Jtoan.

A, Lallocque,

RB. Harm,
Joerry BorRRRT,
A M D,
W ERvATINUPR.
W C Merxoimin,
Jous J Dy,
Guro. ELver, Juns.

NTIC

Raul-RRoad Companv.

Office of the St. Lawrence and Atlantic 2
Montreal, 23th Anzust, 1846,

NOTICE.
N Downward Property received by the un-
dersigned at Kingeton - places below, on

will after ‘TUESDAY e 20th 10 v, the following Rates
nd be eharged to Mantreal, Gl furthes notren -~

Fiour ceeececniaescassaens 3 8 pes barsel
Ashesocaeeainen < 5 O perhase)
Pork and Beef, o0 « 3 0 per barrel
Lard and Butter, tiieeee 1 O perkeg

Wheat ot other Geain, ooeee ) T per 60 by,
Bran,eeeneoe ceeee 22 0 per ton
Tobnceo, «ove . e 10 0 per hhd
AW other property an praporlion tezul.bed per boreel
bulk. Insaranee ns usual on all property downs asde, and
charged 1n addition to the Prezht
H JONTS & Co.
R.ULINNES,
Agent for the Quihee Forwarding Co
MACPHLRSON CRANE & Co
HOCKLR, ROLTON & Co.
Octaber 15, 1816,

BIRMINGHAM AGENCY.

THE SUG::CRIBER.
GENT for SAML. A. GODDARD & CO.
18 to be found in the Rootus of the Frer
TRADE ARSOCIATIUN, Nu. 3, St Nacrame nt Steeet.

WILLIAM HEDGE.
Montreal, 30th Mav, 1846,
FFICES AND S$TORES
Apply to
MACDOUGALL & GLASS, Brogens,
87, anguis Xavienr STrERT.
Oth May, 1846.

TO LEU.—

THE CANADIAN ECONOMIST.

Shefficly any Virmingham
SHELEF HARDWARE
SLLLING UFF AT GREATLY REDUCED
PRICES,

HE Subseribers beg to announce, that, pre-

paratory to the terannation of their Co-
Pagtnesslip by hinatation, they wedl, on the 1et provamn,
eomence SULLING OFF the whole of thewr Lxienone
Stoed of SHELE HARDWARE w Mantreal, at prices
swhieh will atlard a miost favarable apportanety for Tin-
portere and the Frade i Bastern and Western Canada to
replensh their Stochs

BUDDEN & YENNOR.

ENGLISHH CROWN AND SHEET
WINDOW GLASS.
OW IN STORE and Daily Expected TO

ARRIVE—
3000 ROXIIS WINUOW GLASS, Ertra Thick—~all sizes,
60 CRA'IES no. 16 to 21 oz. per fout,

BUDDEN & VENNOR,
Montreal, 25th Septembet, 1310,

NOW OPENING, AND FOR SALE
Lp 1he Subscriders:
NFE Thousand Picces Arraca Lustres,
2500 Pieces 3-4 and 6-4 Plan and Twiilet
CARIIMERES,
1500 Pieces Biack and Colared ORLEANS,
HH) Pieces GALA PLAIDS,
1000 Picces WINTLR BUNMNET RIBBO..

Augnst 23, ALISON & CO.
COMMISSION AGLENCY.

HE underaigned beg to inform Purchasers in
the Qtinre MaRKST that thay are prepared
to exeente ORDERS fur FISH, O, or WEST INDIA
PRODUCE, at a Moderate Commisaon,
ALPOR'T & GLASS.
Quebee, 3rd Sept. 1846.

NOTICE.
HE Partnershup heretofore existing between
A HAKRISON STEPHENS, JOIIN YOUNG
and ROMEN H STEPHENS, under the 'vm of STF-
PHENS YOU NG & CO, was thus day IISSOLVED by
mutnal convent,
Al Debts due to and by the «and Firm, will be settled by
Joux Youxo and Bessasmis llorure,

HARRISON STEPIIENS,

JOIIN YOUNG,

ROMEV H, STEPHENS.
Montreal, 31at Angust, 1846,

NOTICL.
HEZ BUSINESS lutherto carred on by
Meesrs, Harrisox Soiewrss, Fay Youse,

and Poveo 11 Soaeitess, will be CONTINUED In the
Subs, ~lers, under the Firm of STEPHENS, YUUNG

& CO.
JOIN YOUNG,

BENJAMIN HOLMES.
Mantrenl, 31st August, 1240

1349,

NORTIHERN ITRANSPORTATION LINE.
g7 INSURED. £

JAMES M. HOUKER AND OTHERS, Proprictors,

4 ORWARDING to and from NEW YORK,
7 MONTREAL, and all PORTS on LAKE
CHAMPILAIN,

For Ureight, apply to—Charlee 13, Janes and Pope Cathin,
N g3, Coenties g New-Yorh 4 1 Hookeraod 1 A,
Carletun, 155, River Street, “Feov, H A Holeowb, 101,
Prer, Abany: 3. € Wieree & Hon nnd Watkiam Conte,
St Jolime, CTE., Oliver bascomb and AV, 8, Lddy, White-
hall ; 3. 1. Hooker, 13, Long Whaef, Boston,

GEORGE BEN'T, MoxTrEAL.

N B —Roats of the ubuve Line leave Coenties Shp, MY,
datlv, st 5 ¢ M.

1846. Worthern Ling, 1846

TRAVIS & C0. PROPRIETORS,

\/ ERCHANDIZE, &c¢ &e. FORWARDED
2YL FROM NEW-YORK TO MONTREAL
and all mtermediate places, with care and dispateh, ot the
fowest rates.

For I'reight apply to T..J N. Stark, 33. Cocnties Sli
New York, O F Blount, 103, Riner Street, Trov, W, A,
'F'eavts, Whitehall, Withiam Coute, 8t, Jobns, O, F 0 3 L
Pieree & Son 8t Johas, € 15 Matthewson & Siucluur,
100, St, Paul Steeet, Montecal, C. E,

Marh Gowde—Careof Traris & Co,

N.B.—A Boat of the abose Line teaves New York datly

atse M.

PEOPLE’S LINE OF STEAM BOATS.
VI Public are informed that WILLIAM
BRISTOW, Esuire, 13 appuinted Agent,

ot MONTIAL, of thus Lane.
Quebec, 6th May, 1836, JOIN WILSON.

GLOBE INSURANCE C0. OF LONDON.
LIFE, FIRE, AND ANNUITIES.
Cx\]’]T:\L. ONE MILLION STERLING,

the whole pard up and invested, thereby af-

tordingg 10 the Propncturs security ngainst turther calls, ond
to the Asured an nnmedinte asailobie fund for the pay-
went of the maost oxtensive losses ; and therslore no persen
sarred by Tris Costraxy s hable to be enlled upon to
contetbute towards the Joses ot others, as with SoGicties
catablished on the prnciple of MuTs an I8et RANM K.

Nu Entrance Moucy or Adnnssion Fees sequited from
persons eflecting Late Insumnces.

Otficers 1n the Anv or Navy are not eharged wath any
additional Presmum, unless ealled into naetine service,

Pulicies for the whole tetm of Life will be purchased on
Tetms 1o be agreed on with the parties mierested, should
they be desirous of surreadening them to the Campany .

The undersizned are authotized to lusuee Fire and Life
fishs on verw ndvnatageons terns, and to scttle Losses
without seterrng them to Enslund.

Qonsulitng Physietan,—r. Craw Forn, Mentreal.
RYAN, CHAPMAN & CO.
Jgeats Jar Canada,

1st May, TR{G. Moxrarat.

FOR SALE.
ITYEAS: Twankay, You:.g flyson, Gunpowde
and Souchong, m boxes,
Malneses, Ileavy,
Murtels Coznse Reandy,
Sicily Maraln Wine,
fimled and Raw Linsced Ols,
Olve u), inghish Glue,
Plug Tobacco, Pimento, und Pepper.

aLz0,
Patent Sperm (‘andles, from the Manufacturer
STEPHENS, YOUNG & CO
20th August, 1846,
“CANADA” WINDOW GLASS.
TTYHE Sabseriber is now prepared to supply
. Orders for all sizee and qualities of Winpow
GLARR, manafactured at the ** Cun~ida Glass Warhs,”
St Jubins, C. I, to the eacnt of 1L GH BONES,
EDWIN ATWATER,

Ond Mav, 145, 193, ST P, StRueT

"'HI'I Bueiness heretofore earricd on by D. P-

JANES will, from this date, be econtinued

by the Subscroers, anderthe Firen of B 1L JANES &£ CO,
D. P JANES,

Montrenl, Ath Apnl 1846, W, W.JANES.

'1‘!!., Sabscnbers nave constantly on hand .—
FL.

g, CODFISH,
INDIAN MEAL, BUAPIR,
PORK, CHELRE,
SALMON, LARD,

A few Boves Patent Hive BONLY, and a Choree Age

ortnent of DRY GROCERIES, furibe supply of Fambies
D. P. JANES & CoO.

Cormur of St Paul § MGl Streets.

1 OR SALE.—2000 barrels PRIVIE MESS
PORK, of excellent corn and quality.
tty Aug, 1846, ALISON & CO.

REMOVAL.

ONOGHUE & MANTZ have REMOVED

their Jrinting Establishment from Grens
St. James Steeet, to Tarer's Brinpisas, No. 142, Notre
Dame Street, two doors East of the French Cuthedral,

Montreal, U1l May, 12346,

JOHN LEEMING,
AUCTIONEER,
BROKER, COMMISSION AND GENERAL AGEN?
21, fFrancots Xaoter Sireee, Rontreal.

C.J. DUNLOD,
BROKER IN PRODUCL, BILLS OF EXCHANGE, &«
No. 3, &1, Sacrament Sereet.

“ THE CANADIAN ECONOMISY,?
A W@ecklp Pewspaper,
DLEVOTED TO THE INTERESTS OF COMMERCE

RICE of Subsenpuon, 10s. per Annum,—
payable in advance.
RATES OF ADVERTISING.

Siv linesand uider, @3 64 tiest ansertion, and 720, each
anbeequent nsettion Ten hiree and under 3s. 94, it
insertion, and 1s. cach stilcequent ancertion.  Above ten
bues 4 pet Nine firet mertion, and 14, per hae each sob-
sequent e, he usual disconnt g mude where pmre
ties ! etise by the year, of for o consulerable tune

i =N, 30 ST, SACRAMPAT STRYAT, whero gl
Cinannneeatione ate requested to Le directed

Mantsenl, 16th May. 1846,

——na
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