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Beside the literal ground unoccupied for Christ, there is the unclaimed,
untrodden, tersitory of Divine promises. What did God say to Joshua in
chap. i., v. 37 ** Every place that the sole of your foot shall tread upon,
that have 1 given unto you,’’ and then He draws the outlines of the Land
of Promise—all theirs, on one condition : that they shall marck through
the length and breadth of it, and measure it off by their own feei. They
never did that to more than one third of the property, and = nsequently
they never ad more than one third ; they had just what they neasured off,
and no more.  Now, if we turn fo the New Testament, in the Second Epistle
of Peter we read about that other “ Land of Tromise™ that is opened up to
us, *“ Whereby are given unto us exceeding great and precious promises,
that by these ye might be pariakers of the Divine nature, having cs-
caped the corruption that is in the world through lust.”” Mark the close
analogy between those two passages. Here is God’s trne Land of Promise,
“‘ exceeding great,” * exceeding precious ;7 and it is God’s will that we .
sheuld, as it were, messure off that territory by the feet of obedient faith
and believing obedience, thus claiming and appropriating it for our own,
becoming pariakers of the Divine nature, and escaping the corruption which
is in the world through Just and which was typified by the Cenaanites that
had to be expelled before the Land of P’r .aise conld be possessed.

Now, let us Jook at these promises. _hey are marvellous! How many
of us have ever imsgined the wealth and the extent of that land ? And
how many of us have e -er taken possession of the promises of God in the
Name of Jesus Christ? It is a territory for faith to lay hold on and march
through the length and breadth of, and faith has never yet done it. The
faith of tho Church hss, thus far, taken possession only of a very small
portion of this exceeding great and precious land, and the rest lies in ¢ the
regions beyond.”

We are limited by sight ; sight makes a great deal of the risible and
temporal, and unbelieving disciples prefer that which is tangible to that
which is anseen and eternal.



162 THE REGIONS BETOND. [March

Sight emphasizes numbers. Hear what God says : ‘“ One of you shall
chase a thousand, aad two put ten thousand to flight.”” That is God’s
arithmetic. Twice one thousand istwo thousand, but in God’s arithmetic
twice one thousand is ten thousand. God is sublimely indifferent to numn-
bers. It is not qguantity bat quality for which God cares; e would
rather have one consecrated man or woman than a thousand who are half-
hearted in His service ; so He keeps sifting down, and down, and down,
just as He did Gideon’s great multitude, till He gets the choice ‘¢ three
hundred” with whom He can do mighty works.

Sight emphasizes power.  See how sublimely indifferent God isto power.
‘While we are secking the patronage of great, or rich, or mighty men, God
is taking up the poor and the weak, and the despised and the base, and
the things that are nothing, and with them bringing to nought the thirzs
that are something.

Fellow-believers, we have to take possession of this region of unclaimed
promises ; and, inasmuch as we are applying this truth especially in the in-
terest of missions, let us give our attention to a most important distinction.
Christ says, in Matthew : *“ Go, . . . make disciples of all nations. All
power is given unto Me in heaven and in earth. Lo, 7 am with you
alway, even unio the end of the age.”” That is His promise. Then, in Luke,
He says : ** Behold, I send the promise of My Father upon you, but tarry
ye in the city of Jernsalem until ye¢ be endued with power from on high.>?

Tue proxisE oF CURIST AND THE PRUMISE OF THE FATHER are not the
same thing. Christ's promise is the promise of His personal preseace, and
the exercise of His omnipotent power in bekhalf of His missionary band. The
promise of the Father is the promise of a descending Holy Spirit to break”
down internal Darriers iv the minds and the hearts of men, and to endue
His own disciples with the wondrous unction from above. Now, these arc
two promises—not to speuk of any others. Think of them in their bear-
ing on Christian missions.

When Joshua saw & man standing in the neighborhend of the city of
Jericho, he said, challenging him, * Art thou -t us or against us#” This
strange personage said, ‘‘ Nay, but as Captain of the host of the Lord am
I now come :” #nd Joshua perceived that He was the Angel of the Lord,
and took off his own shoes in reverence, and waited for His commands ;
ard, in accordance with the precise directions that He gave, Joshua moved
round that city once a day for six days, and scven times on the seventh
day ; and then, without & blow being struck, the walls fell, and they went
into Jericho and took ceptive all that were within it. What is that but an
niztoric allegory in the Old Testament illustrating the facts of the New ?
When the Acts of the Apostes opens, which orresponds, in the New
Testament, to the hook of Joshua in the Old, we have there the hosts of
God on the Day of Dentecost ~imply surrounding the fortvess of Jewish
prejudice, superstition, and alienation from God, with the trampet-blast,
the preaching of the Gospel, and on that day also without a carnal blow
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being strnck, without any human philosophy to account for it, three thou-
sand were pricked in their hearts, and said, “ What shall we do . ad
were taken captive for God. 'What is all this but the Captain of the
Lord’s hust going before the missionary band, and repeating the miracle of
Jericho? Walls fall at once that might have stood for a thousand years
but for His presence. All human calculation is disappointed when the
Captain of the Lord’s host appears o2 the scene.

The promise of the Holy Ghost is one of special grace from above on
teachers and preachers ; and then also on those that hear the Word ; as,
in the house of Cornelius, it becomes converting grace to the hearers as
it hias been anointing grace to those that speak.

Look at this territory of promise. Suppose that the Church should pass
all that has been attained, overleap all barriers, disregard the measure of
past human attainment, and simply march over the length and breadth of
these promises, claim the presence of the Captain of the Lord’s host, claim
is intervention, the fulfilment of His word, *“ Lo, I am with you alway,
even unto the end of the age,’” claim the prostration of barriers that no
man could prostrate without the power of His nresence and influence !
Suppose that the Christian Church should get down on her face before God
to-day, and pray the Captain of the Lord’s host to remove the obstacles
that prevent our going into Thibet, that has stood there on her heights,
walled about by her mountains, and thus far d=fied even the Moravians to
obtain access to the shrine of the grand Lama worship,~—what might we
not see in the year 1851, if we believed that this Jericho that could vt be
taken by the power of man could be taken by the simple fiat of the Cuptain
of the Lord’s host !

And suppose that there was this believing appropriation of the Promised
Spirit in =nointing power on teachers and preachers, and In convertirg
power on audiences that hear the Word in the communities ir the midst of
which these men are laboring, what new things we might sce ! It is very
noticeable that Peter did not say, on the Day of Dentecost, that this was
the fulfilment of what had been spoken by the prephet Joel. The more
minutely we study the Scriptures the more we shall believe in the inspiration
of the very words of Holy Scriptare. There is no mistaking the words
Peter uses here.  He does not say, ‘“ This is the fulfilment of what Jocl
said.”> He simply says, ‘‘ This is that which was spoken by the prophet
Jeel. This is not spirituous intoxication, but spiritual exhilaration. It is
not new wine, but it is the new wine of t » kingdom, even as Joel fore-
told.” This was a foretaste,; the fulfilment of Joel’s word is yet to come.
There is to br a greater Pentecost, to which that was only like the first few
drops that indicste the mighty rain thatis to come down on the mown grass
and refresh the earth ; and we onght to pray to-day for, and claim from
God, a Pentecost so much greater than the first Pentecost, that it should at
last begin to Gl up fo the full the language that Joel uses in that remark-
able prophecy.
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11L-—REGIONS BEYOND OF PRAYER.

This suggests regions beyond even the promises that faith has not taken
possession of,—namely, those regions beyond that prayer is yet to tread.
Faith and prayer are so intimately associated that we cannot speak of ono
without at least implying the other. But let us mark that there are different
levels of prayer. Aswefollow our blessed Lord, as He teaches His disciples,
He goes from one rung in the ladder to another, and lifts them with Him,
higher and higher, to a sublimer level of prayer.

Our Lord’s first lesson on prayer was, ‘¢ Ask, und it shall be given you ;
seek, and ye shall find ; knock, and it shall be opened unto you.”” But
then, as we go on in Matthew and come to chaps. xvii. and xxi., a new
element is emphasized : *‘ Whatsoever ye shall ask in prayer, believing, yo
shall receive.”” Now, it is not simply asking, but asking in faitl: and re-
ceiving according to faith. But when we come to the Gospel of John, we
read, in chap. xvi., the most marvellous words our Lord ever spoke on
prayer, in the New Testament : ‘¢ Hitherto have ye asked nothing in My

vame : ask, and ye shall receive, that your joy may be full. Whatsoever
ye shall ask the Father in My Name He will give it you.” Now, this is
beyond simple asking ; beyond even asking in faith. This is asking by
virtue of, and because of, our identification with the Lord Jesus Christ.
His Name is His person. To ask in His Name is to ask by virtue of our
identity with Him, our individuality being merged into Iis personality in
the sight of God, so that God does not look on us as we are, in ourselves,
but Jooks on us as we are in Christ Jesus. Here is a * region beyond,”’ in
the matter of prayer, that one man or woman in a thousand has scarce
drcam? of. When I go to the Father in Jesus” Name—reverently let me
say it—CRrist is the suppliant rather than myself; and becanse the Father
can deny the Son nothing that Ile wants, it is certain that what Iaskin His
Name I shall receive- Jay, I have already rcceived it ; and it is my privi-
lege to belicve that I have received that which I ask.

Now, suppose the Christian Church should get hoid of this power of
prayer, and get above the level of simply asking, oreven of asking in faith,
and realize her identity with her Lord and the privilege of praying in the
Name of Jesus ; then, keeping in fellowship with Christ, nourishing and
cherishing this daily walk with Him, aud thercfore havingz, within, the
motions that His Spirit creates, the groanings unuttereble awakened by the
Holy Ghost—these, presented in the golden censer of Christ before the
throne, shell certainly be heard and heeded by the Father. Anrd so I be- -
lieve that the greatest need of missions to-day is KEW PRAYER—prayer on
the kighest level of prayer.

IV.—REGIONS BETOXD OF GIVING.

Thereis yet another ** region bevond™” that hasnot been faken possession

of, and that is the region of sanctified giving. We are coming now toa very
practical matter. There is a whole world of promise and of power to be
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taken possession of in the matter of consecrated means. The Church of
God is doing nothing to-day in comparison to what she might do and ouglht
to do. We feel ashamed, however, to speak of giving as & duty, beenuss
it grows on our convictions more and more that we ought to lose sight of
it as 2 duty, and only think of it as a transcendent privilege. Thero in
something i love that takes off the asperities of duty. *‘I delight to do
thy will, O my God.”’ That is the atmosphere of service—not the luw
atniosphere— I ought to do this thing,” but the love atmosphers, ** My
meat i3 to do the will of Him that sent me, and to finish His work,”
Now, in this unclaimed and untrodden region with regard to giving, thero
are three or four things to which we want to call especial attention,

Inthe first place, individual giving is a region beyond, yet to be reached
by the Church of God. ‘‘Let every one of you lay by him in store,”
God’s principle is not that the rich should give, nor that the poor should
give, but thet rich and poor should alike give ; and every man, woman,
and child thus have part in this consecration of substance.

Then we need syslematic giving. ““ Upon the first day of the week lut
every one of you lsy by in store ;7 at stated times, with regularity, as o
matter of habit, so that, just as regularly as the week comes round, thero
should be an account with God that is andited, corrected, adjusted, to svo
that there be no failure in this part of our duty. Just as we are to bring &
certain portion of our time and set it entirely apart to God, so wo are to
bring a certain portion of our substance, statedly and habitually offering it
to the Lord.

Then there must be proportivnate giving. We must give, first, according
to our alilily, and, secondly, *‘ as God hath prospered us.”” And this law
of proportion must never be overlooked. The difliculty with the Church
to-day is that, too often, we are calculating how little we can give to satisfy
the claims of conscience, whereas we ought to ask, ¢ How much can I give
to God ? and how little can I reserve for myself, and yet satisfy the abso-
lute necessities of my own reasonable wants ¥’ Ve ought to turn the rule
of our giving entirely round. Give to the Lord the first portion, not the
last. Qive to the Lord the largest portion, not the least.

Then there ought to be self-denying giving, which lies still further be-
yond in this untrodden territory. A woman went round im a church to got
offerings from the women of the congregation for foreign missions, and her
uniform plea was, * You can give this, and you will not feel it a bit.»
That was the damaging recommendation. Here is the trouble in the Church
of Christ : we give and we do not feel it ; neither does the world feol it
very much ! We cannot conceive how God can take much pleasuro in a
gift that costs us nothing ; and let us pray God never to let us uss such an
argument as that. Rather give until you do feel it.

Much is said from time to time about the generous giving of disciples,
There are thirty millions of rotestant Church-members to-day, and twelve
millions of dollars is the aggregate sum that is given to foreign missions by
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these Christians ; whereas, if every one of them gave one cent a day, it
would amount to over one hundred millions, aud if every one of them gave
three cents a day, it would give us over three hundred and twenty-five mill-
ions a year ! There ic something wrong when, in the coffers of Ameriean
and British Christians, there lie twenty-five thousand millions of dollars,
aed God,cannot get for the whole work of foreign evangelization more
than twetve millions of that immense sum !

At the same time, individual examples show us what giving is possible.
There was Sarah Iosmer, of Lowell, Mass., a2 poor woman living in an
attic, and working with ber needle. She saved, on six different occasions,
fifty dollars, and sent it to educate a naiive preach-r in Oriental countries ;
and, when she was borne to her rest, six men were preaching in foreign lands
whom she had helped into the ministry.

Travellers pass by, in Scotland, the estates formerly owned by Robert
Haldane, in the neighborhood of the Bridge of Allan, and one feels a degree
of reverence that inclines him to take off his shoes, for it seems that he is
standing on holy ground. The fragrance of the act of that godly man who
sold those estates, and offered the $175,000 that they yiclded to establish
in Benares, the centre of Hindu idolatry, a mission for the Lord Jesus
Christ, is still shed abroad all through that country, and people pass those
estates not without a reverent thought of Robert Haldane, and a grateful
recognition of the power of a consecrated life.

Then, in Alloa, when the writer of these lines was delivering the closing
words of one of his addresses, he saw an old man there, leaning on his
staff. He was nearly ninety years of age, and the chairman whispered,
¢ That is David Paton. He has given his entire fortune—81,0600,0C0—to
missions, and he is living now on a little annuity which has been reserved
that he may not come to absolute want.”” And yet, when that man heard
my plea for missions, he managed fo get out of the little that was left him
$1250 more, which he gave the next day, and subsequently sent yet
another £2000.

There was Mr. Hamilton, 8 mere clerk in a surveyor's office in Glasgow,
and all the income that he had was perhaps $350 a year—yet he anpually
gave to the T. P. Church $100, nearly one ihird of his entire income.
And when, in 1887, there was a special call made by the Synod for $100,-
0u0 for missions, that man furnished vne-hundredth part cf the amount.
He sent $1000, one half of the savings that he had made all through his
hifetime. And after his death his cash account was found, with the Lord’s
offering indicated there, and it was discovered that he spent only one shii-
Jing a day on Lis own needs, besides the three shillings a week for ledging
—ten shillings sterling a week in all—that he might give the more to the
cause of the Lord Jesus Christ.

Well may we feel that we have never denied curselves anything for onr
Master when we read the story of such a man as that, living seventy-one
years with slender incomne, and in that frugal fashion, that he might be one
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of the noulest givers in all Scotland, giving unobtrusively and quietly ‘‘ as
to the Lord, and not unto men.”’

God showed the church in that awnus mirabilis, 1878, to which we
have referred, what could be done by a few consecrated givers. In that
one year there was given to the Lord, on the altar of missions, by less than
twenty individua's in the United States and in Great Britain, nearly one
million pounds sterling, or $5,000,000 ! Thus God first showed us, in
1858, whut wonders Ile can do.in opening the way before His Church.
Axd then, in 1878, He showed both what w.nders He can do in giving
larage harvests from the seed sown, and what other wonders He can do in
mo;ing His people to come forward, like Barnabas at Cyprus, to lay the
proceeds of ther estates on the altars of Christian missions.

V.—THE REGION BEYOND OF HOLY LIVING.

We notice one more region that lies beyond—namely, the region of holy
living. That is the most important region of all.  We must ot measure
ourselves by ourselves, or comapare ourselves among oursclves, or stop where
others have stopped, or where we bave now attained ; but we must go on,
if this world is to be evangelized, to a life of which very few know much.
e conpress all that we would say on this point in one maxim : *“ 4 koly
life is a life in a supernatural realm—a walk with God.”> That is strong
language, but the New Testament is stronger : ‘“ He that dwelleth in love
dwelleth in God, and God in him.”” Notice the expression that Jude uses
—*¢ praying in the Holy Ghost’—as though the Ioly Ghost were a divire
atmosphere in which the praying disciple m~ves, which he breathes, which
exhilarates him, which nerves Lim to duty, which vitalizes him, which
strengthens him ¢ And that is exactly the truth. A man thatisa truly
holy man is breathing the oly Ghost as a sacred atmosphere. And that
is the atmosphere of missions.

The thing that, more than anything else, has led the writer to devote
himself to the advocacy of missions has been that he has recognized in the
working of missious the nearest approach to the repetition of all the super-
natural occurrences of the Old Testament and of the period of the Acts of
the Apostles. There is the Dillar of cloud and fire, going before God’s
people, causing Red Seas to present a passage on dry ground, causing for-
tress walls to fall instantaneously without a blow being struck, causing the
enemy, like Amalck, to be defeated as long as the arm of faith and prayer
is extended. When Christ says, ** I am with you,”* He means omnipotent
power ; He means guidauce, guardianship, government. Jesus Christ is
with us in every sense that is most precious, when we seek to proclaim the
Gospel to a dying world.

We mnust learn to look for pivixe 1xTERPOsITION.  In Psalm ii. the kings
of the earth are represented as conspiring together to break the bands of
Jehovah, and cast away the cords of His dear Son. What does God say to
them? ¢ Yet have I set My King upon My holy hill of Zion ;’ and He
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says to His King, ‘* Ask of Me, and I shall give thee the heathen for thine
inheritance and the uttermost parts of the earth for thy possession.’’ That
text has been preached from a great many times as a missionary text, as
though it meant that the whole world is to be converted. But the next
verse adds : ‘“ Thou shalt break them with a rod of iron * thou shalt dash
them in pieces like a potter’s vessel.”” This Psalm is the encouragement
of the Church of God, but not in the direction of the harvests that are to
come from the sowing. There are abundant such encouragements else-
where ; but here the encouragement given is that, although the kings of
the earth conspire and rulers take counsel to obstruct the work of wmissions,
to defeat the plans of the great King Himself, He who has even His ene-
mies as His inheritance, and the hostile territories of conspiring kings with
which to do as IIc wills, shall dash themm in pieces like a potter’s vestel,
and break them with the iron rod of His just rule.

Missionaries of the Cross have scen many such interpositions of God.
We refer again to two as examples of many.

In Turkey, in 1839, at the crisis of missions, the Sultan Mahmoud said,
‘* There shall not a representative of the Christian religion remain in the
empire.” And Dr. Hamlin came into the house to Dr. Goodell, and said,
‘“ Doctor, it is all over with us—we have to leave ; the American Consul
and the British Ambassador both say that 1t is no use to meet, with antag-
onism, this violent and vindictive monarcl..” Dr. Goodell, sitting in his
chair, rocked to and fro with undisturbed serenity. Dr. Hamlin said,
¢ Well, you do not seem to give yourself much anxiety.”> That devout
and godly man looked up to heaven and said, ¢‘ Dr. Hamlin, tke Sultan
of the Uhniverse, in answer to prayer, can cdavuge ihat decree.”” And they
gave themselves to prayer, and the next day the Sultan Mahmoud died, and
the decree has pever since been meutioned, save as a matter of history.
There a ruler conspired against the King of Zion to defeat the plan of evan-
gelizing Iis empire, and to expel His missionarics ; but He stretched forth
His rod of iron and instantly ¢‘ dashed bimin pieces, like a potter’s vessel.”

And in Sjam, in the crisis of missions, in 1851, when another I »stile
king would not even allew the missionaries to get premisesin which to live,
or ground upon which to build, and would scarcely suffer then to obtain a
lodging ; and when they were only waiting for a vessel to bear them away
from the harbor of Bangkok, believing that their work was all in vain ;
meanwhile they cailed upon Almighty God to interpose, and again the King
of Zion stretched forth His rod and smote that monarch, and broke him
likewise in pieces, ‘like a potter’s vessel.” And when his corpse was
borne to burial, the question came up, ‘* Whois to be his successor ¥’ and
again God was besought {0 interpose. The man that was selected was the
only man in the empire that had ever been trained by a Christian mission-
ary. Though not himself a Christian, in studyiyy language and philosophy
and history and political economy with the missionaries, he had imbibed
tolerant sad catholic principles and impulses, and he inaugurated in the
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Empire of Siam the most aggressive and the most libural policy inall Asia ;
and his successor, Chulalangkorn, is to-day the most enlightened sovereign
on that -ontinent. IHe and his wife are nursing father and nursing mother
of Christian missions. Only two years ago they made munificent presents
to our American missionaries to enlarge the borders of their hospital and
dispensary work, as they have again done more recently.

Verily, A NEW STANDARD OF HOLY LIVING 18 NEEDED. These ‘‘ regions
beyond’’ must be entered. TFaith must enter the unclaimed territory of
promise. Prayer must enter the unclaimed territory of divine power in the
divine presence. We must get a new standard of giving, that shall be in-
dividual, that shall be systematic, that shall be proportionate, that shall be
cheerful, and that shall be self-denying. And we must get a new standard
of livine, that shall dare to invade the supernatural, that shall walk with
God, and dwell in God, and pray in the Holy Ghost, and shail recognize
the word of our Master, ‘‘ Lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of
the world,” and the word of the Father that the Holy Ghost shall come
down to ancint disciples, and bring the unconverted to the knowledge of
Christ. Oh! we must enter this unclaimed and untrodden territory, and
then it may be permitted to some of 73 to see the glorious day come, when
the Gospel, having been preached as a witness among all nations, the King
himself shall come in His beauty, and those that have looked long for Him,
with fainting desire, shall be permitted to share in the glory of Eis en-
thronement and coronation !

A very dear friend of the Editor, Miss Agnes E, Henderson, M.D.,
daughter of ex-Provost Hendersen, of Aberdeen (for many years a director
of this society), goes out to India as a medical missionary in connection
with the Free Church of Scotland. At a large and deeply interesting fare-
well meeting held in Aberdeen, Professor Salmond, who was in the chair,
stated that Miss Henderson had with high distinction completed her curric-
ulum 2s & medical student, obtained her degree, and dedicated herself to
the service of Christ. She was about to go first to Bombay, there to stay
for a year, 10 learn the language, and acquire & knowledge of the peculiar
character of Indian diseases. After that she would proceed to Nagpore
to labor as a medical missionary. Her services would cost the Church
nothing, as provision had been made by the liberality of her father for
carrying on the whole work of this post of which she was to be the first
occupant without any charge to the Church.

That was not the only instance of 2 missionary going out at her own cost,
because, as Professor Salmond said, another missionary was present who
oceupied precisely the same position. How is it that there is not far more
of this kind of thing? Many a Christian family might with ease support
one of its number in forcign service, and thereby show sllegiance to the
Master, take a noble share in evangelizing the heathen, and bring a rich
blessing npon themselves.
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THE MISSION OUTLOOK.—III,
BY KEV. J. MURRAY MITCHELL, M.A., LL.D., NICE, FRANCE.

Let us now glance at the Asiatic countries in which Mulunmedauiam is
the ruling religion. There has been, in various quarters, a disposition to
think well of Mohammedanism. Its one merit is its discouragement of in-
temperance. It may raise savage races up to the Arabian civilization of the
seventh century, but it fixes them there ; and further progress is attainable
only by rejecting it.  But how difficult to make it relaxitsgrasp ! AMackay
of Uganda speaks of the ‘“ strange venom”’ in Islam which makes it almost
imprssible to Christianize any race thot has aceepted it, however imperfectly.
Still, when Mackay speaks of ¢ the waiversal fsilure of missions to Mos-
lems,”” his language is much too stroig. In fact, he admits so himself
when, at a later date, he writes of ** the work already accomplished among
AMohammedans in Persia and India™ as having proved *‘ a decided suc-
cess” (Memoir, p. 419).

Throughout the Turkish Empire work among Mohammedans is exceed-
ingly difficult.  After the Crimcan War it seemed as if the door was
opened for work among the Turks; and good Dr. Schauffler said to usin
Constantinople, In October, 1859, that the prospects were most cheering.
But from about 1364 Islam has wakened up as from deep lethargie sleep ;
and the command has evidently gone forth from high quarters that missioa
work among Mohammedans must be suppressed if possible, and ir. all cases
opposed. This is what is called * the new departure of Islam.™ The
concessions of the Hatti Humavoon of 15836 are ignored.  Mission schools
arc closed, z1d when representatives of foreign powers are able to compel
their reopening, Moslemn children are forbidden to atend.  Moha.amedan
schools and mosques are provided with a zeal formerly unknown.

In Persia the repression is not so strong.  The missionaries believe that
the Shab’s three visits to Europe have considerably liberalized his views ;
and although the persecution of t* ~ Bilis shows that fanaticisin is net
dead, vct the Rible can be cirenlated to some extent amony Mohamme-
dans, and religions ingniry goes on in private.

In Arabia, so far a< it is under Turkish dominion, the public prcaching
of the Gospel would be at present impossible.  But 2 majority of the Arabs
do not acknowledge Turkish sway ; and & definite cffort ought to be made
on their behalf.  Medical missionaries at least would be safe, perhaps,
even where the blighting shadow of the Turk has fallen. The Seriptures
can be circulated—from Aden especiallr.  On the whole, Ambia Las been
unreasonably overlonked in the distribution of the missionary foree.

We come now to speak of Afric.  Every portion of the ficld at which
we have glanced has interested us deeply ; but as he nawmes Africa one
feels his heart sweli in his breast.  The Dark Continent ! Dark as Erchus
it has been for generations without number.  One of the Iatest testimonies
regarding its religion is that of Mackav. He tells us that the Africans
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acknowledge God, but sorship only Jdevils. They are “¢ guilty of every
form of uncleanuess, and roblery, and tyrauny, aud murder.””  Yet we
must not despond.  The possessing demon can be cast out.  Mackay de-
ciares 1t indisputable that ** the African is capable of Christinnization, and
of rising to take his place among the foremost races of men.”” We ask
anxiously, as the prophet did of old. What of the night ? that is, hov much
of it is past i Thauk God, the midnight is gone ; yes, there are streaks
of light on the eastern sky.

Let us glance first at North Africa.  Time was when all North Africa,
from the Red Sea to the Mediterranean, was Christian ; and not a few of
the men who stand high in the records of the Church were born and flour-
ished there. But the sword of thie Moslem swept the professors of the faith
awar, all except a small, oppressed remnant in Egyvpt. It is a solemn
que.;tion why this was permitted by Him who has the hearts of all men in
1lis hand ; and the answer is equally solemn which good men have given—
naereiv, that the awiized people of Nurth Africa took Iittle or no interest
in the cxtension of Jhe Gospel among the aboriginal inhalitants, and that
the lamp-stand was removed because the Jamp gave .itle or no light
Steadily Islam has advanced in all North Africa to within six or perhaps
four degrees of the equatur,® almost exclusively by war and conquest ; and
the Arabs have mined many fair provinces to the south of the line. But
we believe that the wave of devastation has stopped in its onward march,
and in the moodness of God will heneoforth steadily vecede.  Stanley has
spoken of an carly date, when he hopes that Islam will no longer be seen to
the south of the equator. -

But let us begin with Egypt. Much toleration prevails ; conversions
from Islam take place from time to ime 3 the airenlation of the Holy Serip-
tures is considerzbic ; and more than 200 Mohammecdans attend the mission
schools.

Then, as to the rest of North Africa, under which designation we
include Moreeco, Algeria, Tunis, Tripeii, and the Szhara, mere than
foriv agents are at work exclusive of these comnnected with the Bible
socictica} The people generally are net hostile 3 but the priestly and
political authorities are stong in their opposition. Yet conversions take
place.

Travelling south, we come to the Soudan—a region more than three
thousand miles by fificen hundred, and containing perhaps fifty millions of
people. Here reigns the Mahdi with his fixed belief in his conimission to
conquer the world. The Moslem in this regicn hare set up schools for the
blacks—schools which succeed in proscletrzing.  Protestants are doiny
next to rothing. A voung Englishman, Wilmot Brooke, is working his

* So said Mr. Jomph Thomson some years agn. Bot now that Emin I'ssha’s power (. the
oguatorial parts kas fallen, we mus: say the »way of Iriam reacher the Equator.

+ Mr. C F- Radwin mentions that there are mote :Lan 111y in Moroccu and Mogador. See
MissrcxARY REVIZW, Oct, 1990, p. 778,
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way to the Soudan by the Niger. Several young men from Amearica had
chosen this sphere of latror, but alas ! they all perished on the way.

Then comes Central Africa—between the Soudar and the Zambesi—
containing the mighty Congro, with its innumerable tributaries, and the region
of the Tanganika, Victoria, and Nyassa lakes. The churcheshave not been
regardiess of the claims of Central Africa ; in the Congo Free State alonc
cight missionary bodies are lzboring, the London Missionary Society on
Tanganika among them ; the (. M. S. has done admirable work st Lake Vie-
toria ; the Universities Mission and the two Scottish Missions are diligrent
in Nyassa land. Here, then, is an excellent beginning.

To the south of the Zanibesi there are older :rissions, all of them doing
admirable service. How cagerly the great European Powers have parti-
tioned nearly all Africa amony themselves! We trust it is well 5 for at
least the inideous slave-trade will be rctarded and graduslly extinguished ;
but while we rejoice that Divine Providence will overrule for good the
earth-hanger that infects the European races, and while we acquiesce in
this part being for Germany, and that for France, and this other for Britaia,
aad soon, let the desire and determination of the Church be—all, God help-
ing us. for Christ !

Our remarks are lengthening out too much ; yet we dare not conclade
without 2 reference to the work among Eastern Christians.  Under this
name we include the Nestorians, the Armenians, the Jacobite Syrians and
the Syriaus in South India, the Copts and Abvssinians, and the members
belonging to various nationalities of the Greck or ** Orthodox®’ Church.
The work among these vererable communities is carried on—chiefly, though
not solelv—by the Amcrican Congregationalisis and Presbyterians. It is
of immense consequence for the Eastern churches themselves. It ishardly
fess so for the Mohammedans among whom the Christians live, inasmuch
as the spiritual life of the churches has been low and languid, and their
ritualistic worship appears, to the followers of the Koran, to be absolutely
idolatrous. TUnhappily it is believed, in many influential quarters in
England, that the Americans desire to break up the constitution of the
ancient churches among which they labor. This the mis<onaries very
earn~stly deay.  In fact, they began by endeavoring to spread light amons;
the clergy, and turned, only when the attempt was unsuccessful, to the
ordinary members of the churches.  And new communities have boen
formed only when those who receive scriptural truth and seek to walk in
accordance with it are persecuted and excommunicated. One of the
most siatesman-like acts of the ¢ great Elchee’ (*“ the great ambassador,’”
as the Turks called Sir Stratford Canning, afterward Lord Stratford de
Redcliffe) was the securing of the recogmition of the Protestant Armenians
as an independent community with guaranteed rights. This was in 1846.
Since then the Protestant Christians in the Turkish Empire, including
Egypt, have increased to fully 70,00¢. Their teachings among the Nes-
torians in Dersia and the Bulgarizns in Europe have also been greatly
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blessed. Bulgaria has wonderfully sprung all at once into national life ;
but had it not been for Robert College on the Bosphorus, such .n awaken-
ing would have been impossible.

The influence cxcried on the old churches of the East by these new
communities is by no means small. In some cases the missionaries, or
the pastors of the reformed churches, are invited to preach in the pulpits
of the older. The priests, as a ruie. oppose the reformation ; but the
people are often friendly to it, or at least not unfriendly.

e dwell on these things all the more earnestly bLecause of the scant
justise that is dome in certain quarters in England to these important
missions.

We must now hasten to conclude. We do =0, as we promised, with a
few remarks suggested by the survey we have taken.

We have expressed our admiration of the fecling which prompts the
Shanghai Conference to make the demand for a thousand missionarics.
M. Hudson Taylor asks as many for the ““ China Inland Mission.”” Bat
these things unavoidally suggest the guestion, What are the claims of
Chius as compared with those of other mission fields?  Missionaries in
India will be slow to admit that the necessities of that great continent are
inferior to those of China ; thev will probally maintain that, in it< present
sorrowful unrest, the claims of India are paramourt. Then, not to speak
of Japan, Korea, and Siam—cach, it may be urged, in a condition that may
rightly be called critical— what are we wo say of Africa!  As now so won-
derfully revealed, its demands ave overwhelming.  It<hileous superstitions,
its fetich-worship, its demon-worship, its Iruman sacrifices, its cannibal-
isin, its inter-iribal wars, its slave-trade—rves, we now sec tuc heart of
Africa, and we see that it is bieeding at every pore.  Then, let us remem-
ber what fearful mischief the Christian nations of the West have done to
unhappy Africa by the drink traffic. Oh, that it were pessible to be as
great a blessing as we have been 8 curse ! The population, perhaps, ex-
ceeds three hundred millions.  What 1s to be done for the vast Dark
Continent? It =cems to us that, when (God Himself has opened a dnor—
ave, doors—which were clased from the beginning of the world, He is
distinelly calling on His people to enter.  But further. there are the Mo-
harmmedan kingdoms, both in Asis and Africa, aud the battle with Islam
is barely begun.

The question then occurs, Is it not needful that a survey be taken of
the entire heathen world, and an etimate formed of the relative claims of
cach portion? It is a difficnlt task, anu wouid require the co-operation
of many men to do this with any 2pproach to accuracy. Yet the Romish
Propaganda attempts a solution of the problem ; and the comprehrusive
mind of Cromwell contemplaied the formation of a similar institution,

It might, perhaps, be possible to form an international commmittee,
representing all Protestant missions, to map out the great battle-ficld and
suggesta plan of campaign ; at prescnt, each mission, each regiment chooses
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its own field and fights its own battle, with little or no reference to
others,

Baut, in the mean time, the topic should be taken up in such magazines
as the MissioNaky REVIEW, and suggestions offered, out of which some
orderly scheme might orelong be evolved. TUnless something of this
kind is done, there will be increasing collision, however unintentional,
in the foreign field. Connected with this is the question of what is called
mission comity, which is of vast importance and no small complexity.

In the carnest call for European missionaries, in which we heartily re-
joice, let not the Church forget that the evangelization of each land must
be conducted mainly through its own believing children. When conver-
sions take place churches must be forined and, after the example of Paul
and Barnabas, elders ‘‘ ordained in every church” (Acts. xiv. 23). Next,
the raising up of native preachers and teachers is a matter of primary im-
portance. We say teachers—:.e., schoolmasters, as well as preachers.®
At the present time a large body of Christian teachers would be of un-
speakable value in 1ndia and Japan. This matter has been far too much
overlooked. In recent discussions we have heard much about the necessity
of self-denial. DBut we have not heard emough. The principle is both
deeper and wider than many think. We have been told that it is binding
on all missionaries—** Missions arc so cxpensive ;7 but is there any reason
for saying that it is more binding on missionaries than on other Chris-
tians ?  Ministers at home ; all office-bearers in the Church ; all members
of the Church; every man that professes himself a Christian—is not
sclf-denial the imperative duty of all such? Yet how mauch luxury among
multitua.s who, in the judgment of charity, must be held to be real
Christians ' Ias any Christian a right to try to be a millionaire ¢ If he
has become so, has he a right to remain so? For meanwhile the outlay
of the Church by no means keeps pace with the increase of the wealth of
the nation or, as we believe, of the Christian portion of it; and all our
missions languish for lack of funds. A trumpet-blast is needed to rouse
the slumbering Church. Fields are white to the harvest ; the laborers
are ready to go forth ; but means to send them are a-wanting.  ““ Well,”?
says a self-complacent church, *“ let us have cheap or even self-supporting
missionaries.’””  Self-support, in many places, would be casy ; for example,
in India a well-educated man could readily find Government ecmployment,
and have three or four times the salary of an ordinary missionary. Is
that desirable, seeing that very little time would remain for evangelistic
work ? Many scem to think it is. Yes; thes. are cnlightened days;
many have got far beyond the standpoint of St. Paul, and they think it
well to muzzle the ox that treadeth out the corn.

As we have glanced over tho recent history of missions, we have been
greatly saddened by the many deaths that have met our eye ; and the

*In a paper read before tho Decennial Conference at Calentta in 1882, the writer had oc-
caslon to dwell on this subject at considerable length.
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question has repeatedly arisen, Was this a necessary sacrifice 2 We gaze
with tearful admiration on the men who go forth in entire devotedness to
meet, in Christ’s name, almost certzin death ; but how awfully accountable
are they that send them forth if they do not, with much prayer and fore-
thonght, take every possible precaution against danyger ! It is certain that,
in thl‘ ardor of their souls, the young warriors, eager to be in the high
places of the field, will themselves seldom do so; it must be doae for
them. And we must give a word of warning to the yvoung warriors too.
Is there no danger that sometimes they may take the suggestions of their
own fallible minds for an impulse from on hizh 2 do they prayerfully seek
to distinguish between these things? We bave been led into this train of
thought especially by what has happened in the casc of the young Amer-
jcan missionarics whom we referred to as having late!y sought to reach the
Soudan. Al have perished.®  Their precious lives were simply thrown
awav. So has it been in other cases. 7 est muunifiyue ; mais ce n'est
pas Ta guerre.  Of v1d the enthusiasm of martyrdom became in many cases
the fanaticisn of martyrdom ; and the Church had to put forth her most
strennous cfforts to repress the evil.  Something of the same kind may
rise up in medern days. We arc aware that these remarks may be thought
to savor of rold, worldly prudence.  We are willing to bear the jmputa-
tion, if we can only belp to save very precions lives which onght to be
dedicated to thie Master's canse on carth.  Heaver, we believe, can afford
to wait for these men. Earth cannot afford o lose them.

Already there are cheering examples, not a few, of men and women
possassed of means who have dedicated themseives and thelr possessions to
the work of God abroad. Such cases will multiply as the pulse of the
Church beats higher. Let rich parents encourage their children to go
forth, and supply them with sufficient means to de so. We must not rest
satisficd till the noblest of the Iand shall count it their hichest distineticn
to hecome missivnaries of the Cross.  So was it in former days.  Columia
and many of the Celti- missionaries were of noble if nut princely descent.
Raymond Lull was a nobleman of Majorea. Xavier was & Portugmese of
position. And 1n our own day Keith Falconer, so early snatched away,
was an carl’s son. If surh cxamples awaken any surprise, it only shows
how deplorably defective is the conception which the modern church has
formed of the *“ grace™ of being called to * preach among the Gentiles
the unsearch=ble i.ches of Christ.”

There are not quite three hundred medical missionaries, men and
women, in the foreign field at present. Why should there not be as
many medical missionaries, whether ordained or unordained, as thera are
ordinarv missionaries? Why not more! Such Mchammedan countries

3 See the Afissionary Herald. Oct., 1590, p. 3. They were three yoang men and the wife
of one of them. They airived at Sierra Leane at the beginning of the rains.  They were implored
1o walt Uil the Ary season before pepetrating intathe ioterior. Rui they refased. * It waxthe
Lord’s work, and He wonld sarely protect them ! ® Here was beautiful zeal, but not according
to knowledge.
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are Turkey and Arabia, which will hardly tolerato preaching missionaries,
will pay high respect to medical men. 'We believe that medical ladies also
would be welcome. Assuredly there is much need of them! What a
glorious sphere of usefulness would be opened up to lady doctors among
the inmates of the Harems, accessible only fo women, throughout all
Mohammedan lands ! But now we veally must conclude. May God grant
that the heart of the Church may glow with a warmer and warmer mis-
sionary spirit—not mainly the excitement aroused by passionate appeals
from pulpit or platform or press, bus with the deep and holy zeal which
springs from a clear perception, imparted by the spirit of truth, of the
supreme glory of the enterprise ; yea, may we all drink more and more
deeply of the missionary spirit of the great Master Himself—a spirit that
combined the most perfect devotedness, the most perfect calm, and the
most perfect assurance of full and final and eternal victory !

[P.S.—Since the above was in type, Dr. Mitchell sends the following
additional notes.—Eb.]

I.—MOHAMMEDANISM IN CHINA.

There is great diversity among the cstimates thai have been given of the
number of Mohammedans in Chira. In the last issue of the Nordisk
Missionstidsskrift they are reckoned as 20,000,000. In the reports of the
British and Foreign Bible Society they are said to be 30,000,000,

Some years ago in Western China—especially in Yunnan and Kashgar—
the Mohammedans were active in proselytizing. In these provinces, how-
ever, they were entirely crushed ; the cruelty they had rhown being far
exceeded by the retaliations of the Chinese.

From the beginning of Islam cfiorts were made to win over the Chinese.
An uncle of Moharamed visited the Chinese Emperor Tai Tsong in the
vear 692, In 755 about 4000 Arabs were sent to the assistance of the
Emperor Song Tsong, and for centuries thereafter therc was a close con-
nection between the Chinese and the Arabs.*

II.—SCANDINAVIAN MISSIONS.

As the readers of tha Misstoxary REeview are probably not so well
mformed about these missions as about many othars, we may give one or
*wo notices in addition to what we have mentioned above.

In Zululand the Norwegian missicns have 9 stations. In Natal they
have 3, and the Swedish Mission, 4.

In Madagascar the Norwegian missionaries, in 1888, baptized 4393
persons.  The attendance at churcl: was 49,069, being about 10,000 more
than in 1887. Among the Sskalavas, on the west coast of Madagascar,
they have in Morondava (which is under the Hova Government) & church
of 140 souls. On the south coast there are 2 Norwegian missionaries and
7 native teachers.

In the Coagu Free State there are aboat 20 Swedish missioparies.

About two vears age Dean Vahl, writing in the Allgemeine Missions
Zeitschrirt, said : *“ Including teachers in Lanland, there are 57 Swedish
;ni]mionarics' of these 16 are ordained, 18 are women, and 31 are native
1clpers.

¢ Nordisk Missionslidsskrift, 3ie Hefte, p. 221.
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ANSWERED PRAYERS.
BY MISS LAURA M. LATIMER.

The 16th of September is the great day when the Mezicans celebrate
their independence. I was living in the city of Guanajuato—a strange,
quaint city, where the strects are veritable stairways, and the houses arc so
built into the rocks and the rocks so encroach into the houses that on~
can hardly tell where rocks end and dwellings begin. Because of its rick
silver-mines, it is one of the first cities taken in revolutions. Jts towering
crags that surround the city afford a safe hiding-place for the attacking
army. This national festival was my holiday, and for a little rest I went
to Silao, a city thirtecen miles away. Whea I reached the mission house
I found the portero and his wife alone, and greatly alarmed. e told me
that a thousand robbers had entered the city of Guanajuato to rommence
a revolution, in order to sack the city. The Governor of the State had
telegraphed to the President of Mexico for fresh troops, and they were
just beginning to arrive. The mob was already gathering in the streets of
Silao. To guict their fears, T reminded them of the Sabbath-school lesson
that weck. I opened the Bible and read to them—** And Elisha praved,
and said, Lord, 1 pray Thee, open his eyes, that he may sce.  And the Lord
opened the eyesuf ihe young man ; and he saw : and, behold, the mountain
was fall of horses and chariots of fire ronnd about Elisha.””  All that day
I conld hear him reading aloud to his wife from the book of Kings. Sev-
eral members of our little church came and stoed with them all night by a
little grated window, watching the street. With an carnest prayer for
protection T went to bed and slept soundly all night, although the streets
were filled with a mob, who broke every window in the great hotel, with
yells of, * Death to the Americans” The rext day the stones began to
come into the mission house, but I securely locked the great street door,
and the crowd passed by, and we were not molested.  When I returned to
Guanajuato the porfero told me that at the time of greatest danger the
surgeon of the hospital called at my house. He said that he was very
tired, for he had been dressing wounds all day, but he could not rest until
he knew that T was safe. He stood by the door, on the street, uutil all
danger was passed, and his presence there was a protection. Ie was 2
Catholic, and a stranger. But I always felt that a kind Providence had in
this way, in answer to prayer, protected my home. The mayor of the
city sent two nolicemen to guard the street door. The daughter of my
cook heard one policeman say to the other, ¢* Why were we sent here 1’
‘¢ To protect a lady,’” was the reply. ** But who is the Jady ¥ he stiil
questioned. “‘ She is a Protestant ;" and that satisfied him. The soldiers
quelled all disturbances, and the robbers fled.

Tn this same city, several years Iv tore, the missionary heard the mob
coming down the street with yells of ** Muerie & los Protestantes I —death
to tihe Protestants. He ran in haste to the street door to close it, but it
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was too late. He could see the flash of the knives with which they were
to kill him and his family, and with an agonized prayer to God for help,
he turned to face death, when suddenly peal after peal of thunder shook
the house ; the rain began to fall in torrents ; and the terrible lightning
so terrified thie mob, just as they had reached the threshold, that every one
of them fled affrighted to their homes. And thus the lives of the mission-
aries were saved, and the mission church was not destroyed.

At the time of the last revolution in Mexico, the army marched upon
Tachnea, and from the hills that overlook the city they threw their bemb-
shells upon the defenceless inhabitants. The mission church had just been
completed, and the congregation had assembled for the first time in this
new chapel to worship God. Mr. Ludlow, the pastor, knelt down to
pray, and he commenced by thanking God that now they were able to
worship under their own vine and fig-tree, with none to molest or make
them afraid, when suddenly, without any warning, the bomb-shells came
crashing into the city. e opened his eyes and discovered that every one
had left the church in haste, and he was alone. The bomb-shells fell thick
and fast. TFirst one part of the mission house went crashing in, then an-
other. The pastor and his family took refuge in a little passage-way be-
tween the school-room and house. Ile opened his Bible and read to
them the promises of God, promises of protection in hours of peril, and
they sang ‘‘Jesus, I rest in Thee,”” and then they knelt in prayer.
When they rose from their krees the danger was over and they were safe,
but their beautiful church was in ruins. There were cannor buils every-
where in the school-rooms, fresh and hot. The doors and chairs and
benches were riddled with bullets. The streets were filled with the moans
of the wounded. Death and ruin was everywhere, except in the little
passage-way where they prayed.

One of the most unmistakable interpositions of God in answer to prayer
was the way that Mexico was opened for the Gospel. It took an army of
soldiers to carry the Bible into Mexico. The Americans won every battle.
They were in a strange country unknown to them. They had ouly a few
thousand men to battle with the vast hosts of the ememy. It was not
numbers that won the victory. It was God. Our invading army changed
the future of Mexico. The Bible agents and chaplains who accompanied
the United States Army scattered Bibles everywhere along their route,
and the Word of God broke the power of papal Rome in that oppressed
country. Those who have carefully studied the marvellous results of the
Mexican War have been amazed at what God has wrought.

AFRICA.

In the depths of a dark African forest, Henry M. Staunley was obliged
to wait for a company of his men who were missing. Tt was midnight.
He was hemmed in by hostile savages on all sides. The terrible shadow-
haunted, pathless wilderness lay dark and dismal before him. ~ All liis plar®
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had been brought to ndught by unvxpected obstacles, Ho was siok with
fover, ¢ Death and disaster, disaster and death,” encompassed him, Ilo
feared that his brave followers had been massacred, and he prayed curnostly
to God to protect those brave men who were in peril. Alone with God in
his tent at that midnight hour, realizing his utter lielplessness to accomplish
what he had so bravely undertaken, conscious that the issues of ovory
effert were in other hands, he made a vow that if the lives of his horoio
men were spared, and his own efforts crowned with suceess, ho would
acknowledge to the world that all the way through that perilous journoy
it was God who had led him and brought him safely, in answer to prayor,
when all his own plans had failed. The following day the missing onos
arrived, and they soon emerged upon the plains, and the deadly, gloomy
forest was behind them. The marvellous success of that expedition hus
given to the world one of the most inspiring examples of the power of
prayer.

One day Dr. Livingstone, in the heart of that Dark Continent, Loenmo
disheartened. He was surrounded by the cannibals, sick with fover, and
his men were about to desert him to return to their homes. Ilo BOYS
** The prospect of being obliged to return distressed me exceedingly, and
I went into my little tent with the mind directed to Ilim who heara the
sighing of the soul ; but soon the men entered, and with the most artloss
simplicity of manner told me to be comforted, they would not forsake mo,
they were all my children and would die for me.”” Dr. Livingatone wns
greatly oppressed with the vasiness of the * Dark Contineut,’’ and his
constant question was, “ Who will penetrate Africa?’ The woueks that
Stanley remained at Tjiji with Dr. Livingstone were a time of prepuration
and inspiration for future work. Was it chance, or was it God in unswor
to prayer, that led the most successful of all explorers of Africa through
so many dangers to find Livingstone ?

During the recent cruel persecutions of the Christians in the kingdom
of Uganda, the missionaries, driven from their homes, found refuge nonr
the lake, and there they waited, praying to God to interpose and put an
end to the crueltics of the brutal king Mwanga, for their mission was
broken up, the native Christians were clubbed to death, burned alive, and
torn to pieces. Their prayers were soon answered, for just as Mwanga
was meditating a general massacre of all the Christians, he was dethronad,
pursued, and hunted by his enemies. This bloodthirsty, savage king flod
to the Christians for safety. One of the French missionaries took him
into bis house, fed him, clothed him, and King Mwanga became a Chris-
tian, And he wrote this letter to Mr., Mackay :

June 25, 1889,

I, Mwanga, beg of you to help me. Do not remember bygone matters, Woaro
now in & miserable plight ; bus if you, my fathers, are willing to come and halp to
restore me to my kingdom, you will be at liberty to do whatever you like, For.
merly I did not know God, but now I know the religion of Jesus Christ, Con.
sider how Kalema has killed all my brothers and sisters ; he has killed my ohildron
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too. MMr. AMacksy, do help mo ; I have no strength, but if you ere with me I shall

be strong.
I am your friend,
Mwaxnca,

The scattered, persecuted native Christians placed the penitent king
aga‘n upon his throne, and restored to him his kingdom.

Every year the river Nile overflows its bunks and floods the country.
The natives go out in little boats and sow their seed by casting it upon the
waters. The rice sinks down into the mud, takes root, and when the flood
is over they gather a rivh harvest. For many vems the brave missionaries
in Africa have been sowing the sced of the kingdom upon the water in
floods of persecntion, and now the harvest has commenced.

At Banzametcke a missionary had labored six years with no success,
when suddenly he was astonished at the pentecostal answer te his prayers ;
for one Sabbath morning the people collected all their fetiches and gin
bottles and burned them in the public square, and nine hundred men,
women, and children were baptized that day.

Tae saddest of all stories is the story of the graves in Africa. The
heroie Bishop Taylor, en fuot, going from station to station, and at each
mission finding nev: graves of his missionaries ; passing on his weary way,
leaving the silent dead in their Jonely graves, to ¢
passing missions where the carefully built houses are vacant, the churches
deserted, the school-rooms silent, and enly a missionary’s grave te tell the
sad story.

Slavery and rum have so desolated Africa that a ery, piteousand awful,
ascends from that country, *“ How long, O Lord, how long 2> ¢ Home
after home is made desnlate, region after region is ravished, State after
State is demolished, nation after nation is mowed down like grass,”

I attended the Women's National Temperance Convention which met
in Chicagn. I sat in Battery D, and watched the ladies as they came
pouring in at the door by hundreds. There were ladies from California,
from Qregon, and from every State all the way across this continent to
Maine—earnest Christian women, who had come from the East and
from the West, from the North and from the South, to plan together how
they could put down intemperance. They were reaching out their hands to
help remove this evil from every country on the globe.

That same nonth across the sea there was a remarkable conference in
session at Drussels, a congress unique in biswory. The representatives of
scventeen great nations—Great  Britain, Austria, Belgium, Congo Free
State, Denmark, France, Germany, Holland, Italy, Persia, Portugal, Rus-
sia, Spain, Sweden, Norway, Turkey, and the United States—the uativns
that rule the world, had come together to put down slavery in Africa, to
save a land that had no claim upon them bat its utter helplessness.

While the great Christian powers were convened in Eurnpe to devise
means to overthrow the horrible slave-trade in Africa, the slave-dealers

wait till Jesus comes ;7?
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were having a remarkable congress on the Nile—=200 delegates, Moham-
medan Arabs, met to suppress the traffic in liquors ; for the rum-trade,
which destroys so many lives, diminishes the number of their victims.
The action taken by them is ¢ to surround the entire coast of Africa with
a cordnn of armed dbows, and confiscate every Europeun vesscl containing
liquors, and sell the crew into slavery.”” 1t scemed to me that God had
rallied all the great religious forces of the warld, Christian and Mobamme-
dau, to help those patient, suffering, praying missionaties in Africa.

The whole histery of missions is made up of remarkable answers to
prayer. The beginning of the great work in Japan wus fraced to a little
room where the missionaries met every day to pray.

Tn the State of New York is a little village nestling amony the biils.
Naar by is a river, where the high rugged rocks and rainbow fulls bave a
\x-ildne;s of beauty unsurpassed. In this little village a minister once
lived in a parsonage which was much too small for his increasing family.
Ilis salary was hardly sufficient to feed and clothe the six little children.
fle had beer for several years principal of one of the public schools in
Brooklyn, and his oldest son, who was sixteen years of age, wus ready for
college. He was eager and impatient to continue his studies, and the
father fovnd it hard to control the impetuous boy, who would not brook
delay. He was at work in a store, but complaints came constantly from
the merchant that he was more interested in his books, which he concealed
behind the counter, than in selling goods; and finally the boy declared
that he would run away to sea if he could not go to college. It was a time
of great anxiety io the father and mother. They could never expeet to
feed and clothe and educate six children on a preacher’s salary in those
days. After much worry and planuing and anxious thought they could
see no way out of the perplexity, and so they dropped the burden that
they could not carry, and gave their children to the Lord for special work
in Iis service, with earnest prayer and as careful training as the mother of
Moses gave her little one, though she knew that he was no longer hers, but
the king’s. The cbildren grew to realize mere and more that the prayers
of their parents followed them constantiy.

In those days people kuew but Jittle about missions. A few years be-
fore Lee, with one of the flat-headed Indians from Oregon, hud visited
them, and after that there was a new interest in the cause of the heathen
in the minister’s family. The pastor carefully scattered the Missionary
Advocate among the children of the Sabbath-school. There was one little
girl in his congregation into whose heart the preacher’s words sank
deeply. She ecagerly listened, and studied with intense interest the
missionary paper, with its strange pictures of Jands and people be-
yond the sea, and always as she gazed upon thosc dark pictures of
heathen cruelty a feeling came to her, a dim foreshadowimyg of the future,
that sometime she herself would sit under those palm-trces in India. As
the years passed by, and there seemed no way to realize the dreams of Ler
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childhood, she forgot her early resolve to be a missionary. DBut one uay,
years afterward, just a few weceks before she graduated in the medical col-
lege, suddenly the forgotten vows of her childhood came to her. The rush
of recollections came like a revelation, and in a flush she real'zed what alt
the training of years had been for, and she was so overcome that she burst
into tears. She was the jfirst lady physician sent to heathen lands from
America as a medical missionary. The daughter of her early pastor said
to her, * How were you led to become a missionary #” She replied,
¢ It was your father who did it ; the result of his labor and prayers.””

The faithful minisier lived to sec his prayers answered also in a remark-
able way in his own family. Hissons became ministers of the Gospel, and
his youngest daughter a missionary. His eldest son was the late Dean of
the Theological Seminary of the Boston University, a school which has
sent scores of missionaries 3 foreign lands—to China, India, Japan, Mexico,
South America, and to the islands of the sea.

Captain Hore, F.R.C.S., is returning to England riz Tnited States, after
a successful mission tour in Australia, New Zealand, and Tasmania. To
the regret of his eo-workers and admirers, he is forbidden to return to the
region of Lake T'anganyika, where he has for thirteen years done such ser-
viee to missions. The doctors probibit such return. He built a steamer
there, made valuable explorations, surveyed Tanganyika, for which he re-
ceived the Royal Geographical Society’s Award, and for two years lived at
the famous slave and ivory mart of Tjiji, where he was much in contact
with Tippoo Tib. American friends who know of his jonrney through the
States will donbtless avail themselves of his presence to get him engaged in
lectures describing the Central African missions, native tribes, and customs,
and the development of civilization. Mr. S. E. Bridgrian, College Rook
Store in Northampton, Mass., will act as his medium of comrunication.
Here is a rare chance for those who wish missionary lectures.

Dr. G. F. Pentecost secems to have met a cerdial reception in India. He
held his first meeting with the educated natives of Calcutta on December
24th, and the Albert Hall was full to overflowing. The Opera House was
then engaged for a fortnight mission 1o the higher classes of residents, and
areat expectations are indulged. We hope they may not be disappointed.
Nevertheless, we believe that our brother has taken on his hands what Lincoln
would call a ““ big job,”’ and nothing will make this mission a true success
but the power of prayer. We know per.onally that many, both here and
on the other side of the sea, are engazed in earnest supplication to God that
this crrand may prove to be guided by Ged's good Spirit. The English
residents of India are very difficult to reach. They are mestly of two
classes, cither very Iigh ChurchAnglicans—mere formaiists and ritualists—
or else absolutely indifferent and often infidel.  Such walls are of adamant,
and only the power of God can break them down,
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THE GREAT COMMISSION
[EprroniaL.]

The four Gospel narratives, at the clus? of each, and the Acts of the
Apostles, which has beca well called the ¢ Fifth Gospel,” has at its be-
ginning words which are intended to instruct and guide disciples as to the
great mission and commission entrusted to the Church.,  Each differs from
the other, yet each presents something essential to the full and complete
knowledge of the Lord’s will and our duty. And asin a composite photo-
graph we get various facial forms and features Llended in one portrait
which combines individual peculiarities ina colleetive result, so, if we care-
fully project tliese five forms of the commission upoa one sensitive plate
and get 2 composite picture, we shall see at a glance the mutual relations
of cach special word of instruction, and the completeness of the grand total.
While we reverently seek to combine these five fragments, we do not mean
to imply that they were all thus blended in our Lord’s vwn teaching, nor
to assume to settle either their logical or chronolugical order ; our aim is
simply to present 2 summary from which nothing shall be omitted which
Lielongs to any one narrative, and te group together words of instruction or
promise which seem to belong together by closer affinity. The attempt so
to arrange and combine has been attended with such profit to the writer
that he hopes it may prove no less a blessing to the reader. The obvious
parallelism of the thought we scek also to represent.

And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying :
‘“ Peacs be unto you!”
And, when He had so said,
He shewed unto them His hands and His side.
Then were the disciples glad when they saw the Lord.

Then said Jesus to them again :
¢ Peaca be unto you!”

All power is given unto Me
In heaven and in earth.
As My Father hath sent Ae

Even so send I you.’’

Then opened He their nnderstanding
That they might understand the Seriptures ;
And smd unto them,
* Thus it is written,
And thus it behooved Christ to suffer,
Ana to rise from the dead the third day ;
And that repentance and remission of sins
Should be preached in His name
Among ali nations,
Beginning at Jerusalem :
And ye are witnesses of these things,

Go ye, therefore, into all the world,
Make disciples of all nations,
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And preach the Gospel to every creature :
Baptizing them in the name of the Father
And of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost.
Teaching them fo observe all things
‘Whatspever I have commanded yon :
He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved ;
But he that believeth not shall be damned.

And behold I send the promise of my Father upon you,
Depart not from Jerusalem
But wait for the promise of the Father,
Thich ye bave heard of Me.
For John traly baptized with water,
7 ut yo shell be baptized with the Holy Ghost,
Not many days hence.
But tarry ye in the city of Jerusalem
Until ye be endued with power from on high.
Ye shall receive the power of the Holy Ghosi
Coming upon you ;
Angd yo shall bs witnesses unto Me,
Both in Jerasalem and in all Judes,
And in Sameria
And unto the uttermost parts of the earth.”
And when He had seid this, Pc breathed on them
And saith unto them,
¢ Receive ye the Hely Ghost !

« And lo I am with you alway
Even unto the end of the age.
And these signs shall follow them that believe :
In My name shall they cast out demons ;
They shall speak with new tongues ;
They shall take up serpents ;
And if they drink any deadly thing it shall not huxt them ;
They shall lay hands on the sick
And they shall recover.”

So then, after the Lord had spoken unto them,
Ho led them out as far as to Bethany ;
And He lifted up His han’s and blessed them,
And it came to pass, whilo Ha blessed them,
He was parted from them ;
And while they bebeld, Ho was taken up
And o cloud recoived Him out of their sight
And He wag carried up and roceived up into heaven,
And they worshipped him
And returaed to Jerusalem with great joy
And were continually in the templo
T raising and blessing God.
And they went forth and preached everywhero,
The Lord working with them
And confirming the word
With signs following, Amen,
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JUSTIFICATION BY FAITH, AS DEVELOPED BY BUDDHISM
IN JAPAN.

BY HENRY C. MABIE, D.D.

Among the objects of most striking interest which the traveller sees in
the ancient city of Kieto, Japan, are the temples of Hon-gwan-ji—
‘“ Bastern’ and ‘‘ Western,”” so called. One of these temples is quite
new, in fact it is yet building. To those sanguine souls who are inclined
to think that the force of idolatry in Japan is spent, that idolatrous shrines
generally are in the last stages of decay, and that no more will be built,
we commend a few facts concerning the present building of this new Hon-
gwan-ji structure. It is built entirely from the free-will offerings of the
people of the Buddhist sect which it represents, from all parts of the em-
pire. These contributions are of costly jewels, metals, woods for the build-
ing, human hair, and money without stint.

On one of the platforms of the templ: are twenty-four coils of rope from
three io four inches in diameter made of this human hair. Attached to
one of the coils is a placard with this inscription :

“ Since the thirfeenth year of Meiji (1880), when the rebuilding of
the two halls of the Eastern Hon-gwan-ji was begun, the faithful laymen
and laywomen of every place have been unanimous in presenting to the
principal temple, Hon-gwan-ji, strong ropes made of their own hair, to be
used for the work of erection. The number of these ropes reached fifty-
three. Twenty-ninc of them became worthless from use. The total lengtle
of the remaining twenty-four is 4528 feet, and the total weight 11,567
pounds.”

Besides these ropes were several large coils of hair, several of them
gray, the gifts of the aged, which came in too late to adwit of being used.
The total cost of this temple is to reach the enormons sum of $11,000,000.
The offerings of devotees in Kioto, apart from gifts for erccting the temple,
to these two shrines, during the year 1589 amounted to the sum of
$367,000, Mexican. And yet most of the contributions wers from people
who are extremely poor.  Qut of Kioto’s population of nearly half a million
less than five hundred people pay a tax amounting to $15, so poor are
they. .

Magnificent, however, as the temple is, and regal as the offerings were,
the peculiarities of the sect whose primal shrine is here aro of far more
interest to me.  Specially so, on account of the characteristic worship and
belief of the scet. :

Thase people are a sect of the Buddhists, but they represent adeparture
from pure ancient Buddhism of rare significance. They worship Buddha,
indeed, but him only in the character of Amita, or Amitabha, whem they
conceive 1o be the idealization and glorification of highest discipleship to
the primitive Buddha ; they eschew all works of merit; they depend on the
absolute unconditioned merey of Awita ; they have a doctrine of justifica-
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tion by faith only, apart from meritorious deeds ; their priests are nob
celibates mor ascetics ; they carry on active and aggressive missionary
operations, and to this end they highly educate their young priests, send-
ing some of them to the Doshisha Congregatioral College in Kioto, and
even to Oxford, England. © Three hundred of these ncophytes are gathered
in one school near their chief Kioto temples. '

They base their doctrine on that portion of the Buddhist Scripture
known as the * Sam-bu-Kio,”” in which is recorded the peculiar vow made
by Amitabha that he would * accept Buddhaship, but under the condition
that salvation was made attainable by all who should sincerely desire to
be born into Baddha’s kingdom, and should signify their desire by
invoking Lis name ten times.’” This vow is called the * Former, or

Rcal Vow,” and Lence the name given to the two great temples in Xioto,
¢t Hon-gwan-ji,”” meaning *‘ Temple of the Real Vow,” referring to their
basal doctrine.

This sect is now divided really into two, the one known asthe ¢ Jodo’!
sect and the other as the *¢ Shin Shin.”

Originally they were one, taking theirrisein the beginning of the twelfth
century under a great teacher, known as Honen Shonin. This man was
cenough in earnest to break with earlier Buddhists, and to outline a doctrine
far in advance of Buddha’s in some respects. He taught the worship of
Amita, and also the doctrine of justification by faith in Amita’s boundless
merey ; but he also urged the value of meritorious deeds, and insisted on
the cardinal idea of Buddhism, that no help can be expected in the con-
quest of passions outside of one’s self. Tt was at this point that there
sprang up early in the thirteenth century a departare from the teaching of
the Jodo scct.  The man to inaugurate the depaiture was Shinza Shonin,
a disciple of Ionca.

This Shinran is described as @ sort of Luther of his time, and presenting
a striking paralic) in his teachings and in his martyr-like devotion to their
maintenance. 1I¢ was determined cnough to submit unflinchingly to ban-
;shment for conssience’ sike, and to biavely maintain his school in 2 wmon-
astery among the mountains at Takate in Shimo-tsuke. Ie is buried at
Otani, on the mourtain-side above Kioto. To his grave myriads of his
disciples make annual pilgrimages from all parts of Japan. The Shin Shin
sect is the outgrowth of his influence, and the new Hon.gwan-ji temple is
specially to hishonor.  The Shin Snin scet differs from the Jodo sect in its
teaching st the following points : first, it holds that salvation is due lo
faith only in the power and willingness of Amita to save mankind, and that
the invocation implied in the Real Vow is to be used only as an act of
thanksgiving, and not as an act of merit, for mercy veceived ; secondly,
hat this salvation is received at once, and not at death, and that the believer
is taken thenceforth under Amita’s mevciful protection ; thirdly, thatmoral-
ity is of ecqual importance with faith ; fourthly, that while Nirvana, or
cternal happiness, is to be attained (as all Buddhists teach) Wy the extine-
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tion of the passicns through many deaths and re-births, yet this extinction
of passions -(contrary to the usual Buddhist teaching) may be reached
through Zelp from another—that is, from Amitabha, he being the chicf of
the Buddhas. The name Amitabha signifies ¢ boundless life ” or *¢im-
measurable light.”

The Shin Shins maintain that their rival sect, the Jodos, have departed
from the former and true teaching at these several points, The Shin Shins
have undertaken to restore the true teaching respecting the ¢ Former Vow.”’
Tence they are sometimes calied the Profestants of Japanese Buddhisin,
The proportions to which this scet of reformers has grown is remarkable.
They have in all Japan 18,000 temples and shrines, and ate accounted the
wealthiest and most powerful of all the sects. They possess no fixed prop-
crties which might be considered endowments, but depend entirely on the
offerings of the people for support and for purposes of propagandism.
They actively undertake missions abroad, especially in Corea and China.

In support of these general statements i2specting their belief, I quote a
short creed prepared by one of their later apostles, Rernio Shonin, and given
by Murray in his ¢ Handbook of Japan.”” The creed runs as follows:

“ Rejecting all religious austerities and other action, giving up all idea
of sclf-power, we rely upon Amita Buddha with the whele heart for our
salvation in the future life, which is the most important thing, believing
that at the moment of putting cur faith in Amita Buddha our salvation is
settled. From that moment invocation of his name is observed as an ex-
pression of gratitude and thankfulness for Buddha’s mercy. Mozeover,
being thankful for the reception of this doctrine from the founder and
succeeding chief priests, whose teachings were so benevolent, and as wel-
come as light in a dark night, we must also keep the laws which are fixed
for our duty during our whole life.>> A most extraordinary statement this
to proceed from men presumably destitute of revelation. Substitute for
Amita Buddhs, kere conceived of as the chief of the Buddhas, the name of
our Lord Jesus Christ, and you have substantially the New Testament doc-
trine of justification by faith as amplificd by Paul in the Epistles to the
Romans and Galatians.

A still more modern statement of the belief of this remarkable sect is
given by Mr. Alamatsy, a distinguished member of the sect in Kioto, and
published in the April numnber, for 1881, of the Chrysanthemum, now dis-
continued,

Says Mr. Akamatsu : ** Amila Buddha always exercises his boundless
mercy upon ali creatrres, and shows a great desire to help and influence all
people who rely upon him to complete all merits, and to be re-born into

>aradise.  Qur <ect pays no attention to other Buddhas, but putting faith
only in the great desire of Amita Buddha, expect to escape from the mis-
crable world, and to cater into Paradise in thenext life.  From the time of
putting fa*ch in the saving power of Buddha we do not need any power of
sclf-help, but uced only to keep his mercy ia heart, and invoke his neme



188 JUSTIFICATION BY FAITH. [March

in order to remember him. These doings we call ¢ thanksgiving for sal-
vation.” ”’

Is this an uninstructed groping for ‘‘ the grace of God which bringeth
salvation,”’ which is accurately and specifically met in Paul’s great exposi-
tions? Is this an ignorant worship of the essential Christ under the phrase
of Amita Buddha?

We would not dere say that these doctrinai conceptions, purely consid-
ered, are generally entertained by the adherents of the sect, much less that
they have popular power to bring spiritual rest and the sense of salvation
to the mass of devotees ! DBut who shall say that, where so explicit ideas
of mercy, grace of some sort, justification through belief of some sort, and
hence salvation, however inadequately conceived, are formulated and taught,
that they have redeerning power over none 2

How shall we account for the existence of the ¢onceptions at all in any
measure, by even a single mind, except on the ground that ‘‘ He hath not
left himself without 2 witness among any nation’” ? Be all this as it may,
what a prepared soil is here, in the providence of God, for such missionary
endeavor as shall be able to go in among such a people and exphin to
them the real way of God more perfectly ! What an evangelizing oracle the
Epistle of Paul to the Romans would prove in meeting this unique state of
heathen mind ! May God raise up and bring some man to the Kingdom
of the Sunrise for such a time as this !

Kioro, Jaran, Oct. 15, 1890.

How Missioxaries are Mape.—Dr. Cyrus Hamlin has told in a five-
minute speech how it was he came to be'a missionary. He said : ‘“In the
vast majority of cases missionaries are made by the influence of the family.
My widowed mother made me a missionary. She had me read every Sun-
day out of the Panoplist, and thn later out of the AMissionary Herald.
We had in those days in our town a missionary contribution box, a cent
box, and we were encouraged to carn some special cents for that box. I
remember well one occasion which was, I think, a turning-point in my ex-
perience.  When the fall muster came every boy had a pocketful of cents
to spend. My mother gave me seven cents, saying, as she gave them,
¢ Perhaps you will put a cent or two in the contribution box in Mrs. Far-
rar’s porch on the common.” So I began to think as I went along, Shall I
put in one or shall it be two ?  Then I thought two cents was pretty small,
and I came up to thrce—three cents for the heathen and four cents for gin-
gerbread ; but that did not sound right, did not satisfy me, so I turned it
the other way, and said four centsshail go forthe heathen.  Then I thought
the boys will ask me how much I have to spend, and three cents is rather
too small a sum to talk about. * ang it all,” Isaid, ‘ I'll put the whole
in® So in it all went. When I told my mother some years after that I
was going to be a missionary, she broke down and said, ¢ T have always
expected it.> 7

v T ke A i
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MISSIONARY GEOGRAPHY—COMPARATIVE OPENINGS FOR
THE GOSPEL IN DIFFERENT SYSTEMS.

BY REV. DR. J. H., SHEDD, OROOMIAH, PERSIA.

In glancing at the field which our Lord says ‘¢ is the world,”” one thing
is clear now which was not so clear one hundred or even fifty years ago— |
namely, the actual coundition of the inhabitants of our world. The maps
and globes have changed. Vast tracts of Asia, Africa, America, 2nd the
jslands of the sea, that were a lerra incognita or laid down as unknown
deserts, have been explored and now are delineated ; and the names of
Jakes and rivers and nations, and their populations and resources, and their
political and religious condition are &nown. The missionaries have usnally
been the pioneer explorers. In crossing China, in describing the tribes and
haunts of the Himalayas and all Western Asia ; in first setting foot on the
cannibal islands of thesea ; in penetrating the thousands of miles of interior
Africa, the constraining motive has been the same ='iich led the great
Apostle to preach the Gospel not wkerc Christ was named, but carried him
from Jerusalem to Philippi and Athens, to Rome and to Spain. This ex-
ploring work has been done, and few places upon the surface of our globe
—from Greenland’s icy mountains to India’s coral strand or to Africa’s
sunny fountains—remain unrevealed. We know the actual state of the
unevangelized world in all its terrible depravity, suffering, and need.

This vast increase of knowledge is acting and reacting on the Christian
Church and Christian nations. The parable of the Good Samaritan is bet-
ter understood. The gquestion, Who is my neighbor ? is answered from
the seven hundred millions of Asia, and the two hundred millions of
Africa, who are our fellow-men, fallen among thieves, wounded by sin, and
robbed of their birthright by the vices and superstitions and errors of their
false religions.  Certainly there is a growing interest and sympathy. The
dense mist of passive neglect that hung over the Protestant world has
lifted. A great and happy change has taken place since Carey, the shoe-
maker, in England, began to plead for the heathen a century ago, and was
told by the wise old fathers, ‘‘ Young man, mind your own business.
‘When God wishes to convert the heathen He will do it without yourhelp 3
or since the young men by the hay-stack at Williams College began to
pray cighty years ago, and only two or three of them dared to offer
themselves to the canse lest the Church would take alarm, and refuse to
have any part in so fanatical a movement. Now the volunteer missionary
students in this country number nearly 5000 since the Northfield meeting
in 1886, and some 200 of these have alrcady sailed for the foreign work.

This increase of knowledge also awakensa deeper sense of responsibility
for those with whom we are bronght into relation and contact. The world
is brought together by commerce and casy and rapid travel. The prophetic
words are fulfiiled, ‘‘ Many shall run to and fro, and knowledge shall be
increased,” Every day the telegraphic wires flash the news from distant
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lands—so often the echo of the woes and miseries of mankind without the
Gospel.  To the car that is open, what sounds of sorrow and cruelty and
suffering come from the dark places of the carth ! Now it is the horrors
of Siberian prisons ; next, famine, with several millions of famished and
dying men in China ; ther the cholera, starting up from the hot:bed of
Hindu or Mohammedan shrines, and the sacred festival and holy pilgrimage
carrying the seeds of death to myriads of victims ; or it is the open sore
of the world in the awful slave-trade of Africa. Surely the dark places
of the earth are filled with the habitations of cruelty even to the bodies and
carthly life of our fellow-men, such as we, in the comfort and ease and se-
curity of this happy land, litle understand.  Yet here is the responsibility,
not only for the temporal welfare, but for the immortal souls of our fellow-
‘men. Here is the fact that the world is daily growing smaller, that a
young lady in seventy-three days can travel around the globe. In no time
in all the Christian centuries has the providence of God been so plainly
pointing to momentous events and changes. The present century has
cleared the way for rapid movement.

Another fact stares us in the face, that whithersoever we turn the
people are fast awakening from the mental and 1noral apathy of centuries.
The Bible and the missionary have set the world to thinking. The erisis
is confronting us of a world awake and alert for action. The current of in-
tellectual activity is very sluggish in Oriental and tropical lands ; but there
is not a nation, nor tribe, nor island but has been touched by the awaken-
ing from afar ; and every year the breeze is fresher and stronger. The
calico and sheeting, the sewing-machine, the telegraph or other wonders
of science, and the missionary tract and testament are everywhere : and
men are wondering what will come next.  As in the host of Midiar, when
Gideon and his little band were encamped against them, men are telling
their dreams to their fellows, and expecting conflict and change.

Another very significant fact is that in the van of this ceaseless and
onward impulse of progress is the English-speaking race. Says a recent
writer :

Ve stand at the dawn of 2 new epoch, which from the point of view
of universal history is quite as momentous as that jn which the Northern
tribes broke in upon and destroyed the fabric of the moribund Empire of
Rome. Itis a revolution vaster and more rapid than that which founded
the modern European world on the wreck and ruin of the Roman Empire.
The world is passing into the hands of the English-speaking races. Al-
ready the English tongue is becoming the lingue jfranca of the planet.
Already the territories over which the laws are made and justice adminis-
tered, in the language of Shakespeare and Bacon, exceed in wealth, in ex-
tent, in the number of their populations and in the Jimitless latent possi-
bilities of thair development, all other Jands ruled by all other natiows of
the carth. In a hundred years, unless the progress be checked, English-
speaking people will outnumber all the men of other tongues iz the world.
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English ideas, English laws, English civilizativn are becoming as universzl
as Enﬂ‘hsh speech.  The fature of the world is English.”

The voung Greek w ho marched with Alexander across Asia to the waters
of the Ganges and back saw a most wonderful expansion of human knowl-
edge, and was filled with expanded views of human destiny. The man
who could say Rumanus sum copsidered the world his tributary, and his
heart dilated at the extent and power of his empire. The young Christiun
soldier who marched with Constantine under the luminous symbol of the
cross to the overthrow of Paganism saw a brighter vision—Christianity
ruling the worid in equity and Jove. The young reformer who was thrilled
by the religious fervor of Luther’s age was lifted to a higher clevation still.
The heroes of the Elizabethan cra, with their legend, * Westward ho !
and the new world and new seas to be cxplored and delivered from the
Spaniard, were inspired with a still nolbler purpose and wider vision.
What shall the young man to-day discern # Ilave the romance and adven-
ture and high purpose of life all faded vut?  Or is there an inspiring vision 2
The Christian young man to-day leads the progress of a race of exhaustless
resonrces and energies that is re-making the whole world. How great must
be the responsibilities of living at such a time, at the threshold of such
momentous changes ! Reverently we way say :

“ Yo are living, we are dwelling,
In a grand and awfal time,
In an age on ages telling—
To be living is sublime.”

Add one more fact : it is the rapid and great increase in the resources
of the Church in connection with the openings and changes in the world.
In the century past Christian population has more thar doubled, and the
I’rotestant population has quadrupled. It is not now a little company of
despised Gualileans who hear the command, ¢ Go ye into all the worid,
and preach the Gospel to every creature,”” but it is the mighty Christian
Church of the foremost mations of the earth, with means and men and
women in exhanstless abundance. Tt is especially to the generation now
coming forward to whom God intrusts the great commission to take pos-
session of all natiens not for worldly gain or henor, but for Christ’s king-
dom and glory.

It were pertinent to ask the questioa here, How far onr so-called
Christian nations shall yicld to the spirit and law of Christ in their dealing
with ignorant and heathen people 2 Vice is more easily planted than virtue.
Shall drink and opium and fire-anns and social immorality go to the endsof
the earth in every ship 2 Shudl purely selfish and mercenary counsels rule
in our interconrs with Chins ¢ What profit if Africa is saved from Arab
slave-traders to be ruined by European rumsellers? How far the nations
of the carth are epen to Christian influence depends largely on the treat-
ment they receive from Christians.  But this broad subject T pass, ealling
attention simply to the great work yet to be done before Christinn nations
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and rulers shall Jove their ncighbors as themsclves, doing justly and loving
mercy toward the weaker and inferior races.

We turn now to the outlook in unevangelized lands. To what extent
can true Christians work in faith that all other religions and systems shall
yield and fall before the religion of Christ # We can see that the influcnce
of steam, electricity, science, education, ecomnmerce, and civilization—the
mingled good and evil—is permeating all lands. How far can the true
religion conquer ?

Let us not overlook the difficulties. The cry, *‘ On to Richmond,”’ in
the great Civil War was a sad illusion. There is no mistake worse than
to under-estimate the stubborn resistance and mighty power of evil in the
world. When we veview the forces of Christianity, go about Zion and
count her towers and weapons, think of Providence and truth and enlighten-
ment and the Divine Spirit and grace, all on the Christian’s side, it may
seem easy to many missionary volunteers to go out into the heathen world,
or to gather in the ignorant souls and teach them and see their conversion.
But in reality the spies who have gone and examined can truly say,
“* The cities are walled and very great, and we saw the children of Anak
there.”

Let us notice some of these strongholds that are walled and thoroughly
entrenched in opposition to true Christianity, Geographi -ally we find :

1. Buddhism, and the allied systems connected with it, holds sway over
a full third of the human race in Eastern and Southeastern Asia. Thibet,
China, Japan, Siam, and Barmah contain nearly 500,000,000 souls.

9. IHinduism, in Southern Asia, in India with nearly 200,000,000
votaries.

3. Mokammedunism, from India westward over Asia and Northern
Africa, with nearly 200,000,000 adherents.

4. The corrupt forms of the true religion, Judaism and the Russian
and Roman power in so many parts of Christendom, might be mentioned,

These are the Religions of the Books, entrenched by ages of dominion
and tradition, and defended by organized systems of worship, education,
and priesthood. Then beyend the Religions of the Books are the outlying
regions of barburic heathenism—all Africa to the west and south, the
islands of the sea, the primitive tribes of Asia and America, a mighty host
of nearly 200,000,000 of lost and dying men.

A fact of great significance is that in all phases of this great conflict
there are, with special difficuitics, also special features of encouragement.
Let us turn our faces o the two hundred millions of heathen without saered
baoks.  They are the lowest in the scale and the most repulsive, requiring
fer their redemption that the messengers of Christ follow them in patient
sacrifice of comfori and of life to the habitations of cruelty and the
abodes of cannibalism in the junwles of Asia, the islands of the sea, the
forests of America, and the recesses of the Dark Continent. These, it
might be thought, are the most hopeless and the last to be clevated ; cer-
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tainly they arc not the races that human wisdom would select for mission
work. Let us remember that our ancestors were such harbaraus henthoy
till Christian missionaries planted their schools and stations of henefleoney
in the forests of Europe and Dritain. The colored population of this
country is but one hundred or two hundred years removed from savigo
ancestors, The Indians of our country and of Mexico and South Amerivnnpu
not yet fully Christianized.

But we should notice that in the last cighty years wonderful chuugen
have taken place through missions for these Jow =t heathen,  Wo sen the
Hawaiian, Fijian, Samoan, and other groups of Glands as truly Christiun-
ized as any of the higher races. Thirty years ago cannibuls in Fiji wora
cuting missionaries and their converts ; now 100,000 out of a population of
110,000 are found in places of Christian worship. We see Mudugusenr
turning from the bloody work of martyring Christians only thirty yeurs
ago, now to ask admission into the family of Christian nations,  Ileathens
ism is virtually ended in the islunds of the Southern Ocean,  Thu pgreutest
island in the world, New Guinea, is waiting for God’s law., A prenter
Brituin is rising in Australia and New Zealand and South Africs, and the
Southern cross is fast becoming the brvvhmat constellation in the Soutingy
Hemisphere.

In Africa we sce changes quite as wonderful.  April 291k, 187:, Liv.
ingstone died.  Alone, upon his knees, in the heart of Africa hio died,  [lu
thought himself a defeated man, a failure! But he had travelled 2,000
miles on foot to explore that continent ; and instead of failure hix [ifu
thrilled the world and converted Stanley, and his death opened the very
heart of the Dark Continent. There is that heart of Africa to-day, throi.-
bing with savage humanity, and waiting for the touch of divine compusion
and sympathy. Shall the disciples of Christ go and teach the saviygen hy
the slow and sure ministries and the loving words of the Gospel, or slull tlie
cruel trade in rum and fire-arms destroy them 2 The King of Ugundu in
case in point, He is secking a religion—at least a change ; & year or two
ago accepting the Arabs and murdering native Christians und suclh men
Bishop Hannington ; this year turning from the JArabs and beyguing Stunluy
1o come and hclp lnm Christianize hh whole nation.

Here is certainly in Africa an immense missionary field, among millions
of men too degraded and ignorant to have any learned systems to wey
ayainst the Gospel.  Their very iynorance and barbarism is an enconrugue
ment novt for one Bishop Taylor only and his mission to strive for mlf-
support ; but & field so ripe ond perishing that it will be strange indeed
if the next half century does not witness lzborers by the thousund, fureiygn and
native, braving all the difficulties, and gathering in the souls by the million,

In Asia, too, this class of heathen is the most hopeful of all mission
fields. The Karens are such. Among them the Baptists have hundreds
of churches, and thirty thousand strong are marching onto conquest, The
Inlooloos, of whom thousands were baptized in a few months, arc of the
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same class. In fact, according to Sir William Hunter thers are fifty millions
of indigenous races in the confines of India that in the near future must
succumb to one or another of the stronger religions. The query is, Shall
it bie the holy religion of Christ ?

It is well to distingnish this most inviting and open field in all paris of
the world. It is well fo know that among our Indians and Africans, and
among all this c'.-s in Asia and Australasia, there is no crganized obstacle
to the pure and loving faith of Christ. The only obstacle is the wicked
heart, full of sin and superstition, on the onc hand, ard the lukewarmness
of the disciples of Christ on the other. Itis well to know that thus far
the greatest successes of missions have been gained among these ignorant
and barbarons races.

DBat do you say that these are only the outwerls, and, if captured
completely, Levond them are the mightier systems rearing their wzlls in
defiance and scorn at the soldiers of the cross?

What of Buddhismm in Chira and the East ! The answer comes back
again of special diflicultics und speciul eneouragements.  The difficulties
certainly are great.  The conquaest of China will be a grester event in the
Clristian annals than when the religion of the Nazarene ascended the throne
of the Ciesars : vet though so far off T can remember when Neander, the
historian, wrate vords like these @ ¢ It will be a great epoch in the history
of the Church when the Gospel cuters China, and Chinese converts wruly
accept of Christ.”” At that time Japan wus entirely closed.  There is still
one isolated Iand from which Clristian teachers are entirely excluded.
This is Thibet, the hene of the high-priest of Buddhism.

Dut look on the other side.  The barriers have given way. The
Christian religion is well established to-day in China und Japan. The
native brethren oand the missionaries also consider that the thirty vears
before us will suflice to plant the Cle=-h in Japan, und to cast the moald
for ail future time of a nation of forty millions to he vn the cast of Asia
a Christiun power, as the Dritish Isles are such a pawer on the west of
Eurepe. It is not hopossible, for now is the hour of opportunity for
Japan. Later will follow Siam, where the prime-minister says, ‘¢ My
country wis not opened to the West Iy cannon nor by iteets, but by the
American missionaries.”” _

Then al:o comes China, where the way is apen to Christian missions on
2 scale never before scen. The China Inland Mission sent out over one
hundred men and women ina vear.  The udvance is clear, and Ameriea,
with Christian influenee and intelligence, is in the van.  Every town in onr
Jand eoull as well as not send w missionary to China, and support him or
her in thw ladd. It is nething chimerieal nor lwproper, with the
cheap means of travel and the love of Christ eonstraining us, and the awfal
condition of China's miilions, that we make the same efforts we wonld to
rescie men and women from famine and death or from fire and earthquake
in our own Jand.
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ot us turn to Ilindustan. The same might be said of Hinduism ia
India that I have just said of Buddhism and China ; except that Brahman-
ism is more firmly entrenched, is the very citadel of heatbenism ; and the
key of the citadel is Caste. The encouragement to missionary labor in
Indiais constantly increasing. The field is completcly open surely, and
the opinion of Sir John Lawrence, the wise statesnan and thoughtful ob-
server, may be taken as correct :

« Tt seemns to me that year by year and cycle by cycle the influence of
these missionaries must increase, and that in God’s good will the time ma_
be expected to come when large masses of the peeple, having lost all fai'h
in their own, and fecling the want of a religion which is pure and true and
holy, will be converted and profess the Christian religion, and laving pro-
fessed it, live in accerdance with its precepts.”

The contest must be more difficult and Jonger against such a system
than amony the savage heathen, but the resultsure justas certuin.  Already
a church of more than 150,000 members is gathered, and this church is
doulded every ten years.

But what of the still more ditficult system of Islam? I ecan only allude
to this field and to our work in Western Asia, the Dible Lands, the
Iands where our Saviour lived and the Apostles preached.  The centre of the
enemy’s camp is still there.

There mcets the missionary in those lands first a false or corrupt
Christianity that Llunts the conscience and hardens the leart by its self-
rig)zteousn(.zss and formalism. Back of this confronts us the religion of the
fulse Trophet, aspiring to rule the world, and hence the bitter suppianter
and enemy of the cross of Christ. How is this stronghold of specious
error and half-truth, of blind fanaticism and pride, to be pulled down ?
Where is the weak place that invites assault and promises victory ? Let
me answer in a word :

Fifty years ago Islam would allow no Christian missionaries to Libor
for Mohammedans, and by its organic law will allow none to-day.  Every
apostate is an ontlaw, and is exposed to the death penzlty. Dut in India
under the British Government this pcualty cannot be executed.  Tn Pemia
the government is weak and the system is divided against itself, and the
rulers are not disposed to aid the ecclesiasties in religions matters. In
Turkey the pressurc of Christian powers is also felt, and Christian mis-
sions cannot be entirely destroyed. In Egypt the revolutions of the past
few years give practical toleration to Christian work. In all North Afriea
there is as much toleration as existed in the Ioman Empire in the days of
the Apostles and early Church. This may be said of all Moslem lands,
even of the Soudan and Afghanistan. Consider, alse, that over against
this mighty system of intolerance is another advancing power, the English-
speaking races, pouring into every Moslkem land an increasing volume of
capital and commeree and influence.  This is true of Egypt and the Tpper
Hile, Arabia, Tndia and Afghanistan, Turkey and Persia ; and we can sce
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that the chances of Islam making head as a rival power are indeed
smnall,

Then we should reckon another factor still more important. The old
churches of the East, by their unfaithfulness, were the occasion of the great
heresy or apostasy of Islan:. Their revival is the pledge of its downfall,
There is now an evangelical church of 2500 members in Persia, a similur
church in Egypt, a similar church in Syria, and another of over 12,000 active
members in other parts of Turkey. These are bodies of living Caristians
in the midst of Moslem conquerors ; the scattered leaven to leaven the
whole lump, inwardly ; the materials for the spiritual assault, outwardly.
They and the missionaries are at work with the Bible, the press, the power
of prayer and of the daily life. The Moslem is now cn the defensive,
with no hope of converting the Christian to this faith, while the Christian
is on the aggressive, full ol faith in the ultimate triumphs of the truth.
The converted Moslems all along the line, from the Ganges to the Straits of
Gibraltar, are the pledge of many more. Great events may transpire sud-
denly to change the face of the East, and when such events come we
know they will be guided by the pierced Hand that rules the world. Thus
the very difficulties ¢f the problem invite to greater achievements. There
is no more inspiring work in the world than to labor for the overthrow of
Islam. The conflict may be along one before the last Moslem yields to
Jesus, but the irresistible influences are at work, the motives of the cross
are sufficient, and t’ic end is as sure as the promises of God.

I cannot pursue the subject further, and will only add : Happy is that
3 young man of education and Christian experience and consecration who
o shall enlist for his life work in some one or cther of the divisions of the
great conquest of the world for Christ !

¢ Ox Sabbath, Junuary 11th, 100 ministers in Edinburgh and Leith
Y preached, by common consent, on the divine authority and permanent obli-
L gation of the Sabbath Day. The preachers included ministers of all evar-
; gelical denominations, many of them prominent meun in the three great
Presbyterian churches, Episcopalians, Congregationalists, Baptists, and
Wesleyans.  The evidence of unanimity in conviction and feeling in defence
of a divine institution which is at present the object of continual assanlt, it
;'{ cannot e dounbted 1aade a good impression on all the churches, as well as
t

! on the general community.”?

Su writes that prince among men, Dr. Andrew Thorison. May we not
suggest that if, on the same Sabbath, at a future day, all pastors eonld sim-
f ilatly agree to present the great facts of modern missions with especial

reference to the increased obligations resting upon God’s peopie beth to
;2 , occupy the whole world field and to multiply very largely their gifts, the
| effect would be like a thunderstorm all around the sky,
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FAITH HALL, LERADO, MEXICAN BORDER MISSION.
BY MISS JENNIE BROWN, TUSCALOOSA, ALA.

Faith Hall, of Lerado, stands as a proof of Miss Holding's descent from
Isracl, ‘¢ who as a prinee had power with God, and prevailed”’—a witness
to the world of God’s power and willingness, in answer to believing
prayer, not only to open the windows of heaven in spiritual blessings, but
when the material interests of His kingdom must have pecuniary aid ; in
proof that the gold and the silver are His, and that Ilis stewards,

% solicited only by the influence of the Iloly Spirit, will respond to the prayer
; of faith, and send their gold from afar to build the *‘ waste places of Zion.”
‘.f When the recipients of God’s bounties will not give even the crumbs
’ :“ that fall from their children’s tables for the Master’s use, the disbursers of

the impoverished treasuries of the horse of the Lord are obliged to pro-
test many drafis written in love, and signed by the Llool of perishing
souls. When this Clristian heroine’s petition was refused on earth, with
inspiration high as heaven she turned from the limited treasuries of carth to
the limitless pledges of uLeaven, and made request, ‘‘ The heathen, thine
inheritance,” are in want, and ‘‘ man shutfeth his bowels of compassion
against them.” The fixed and eternal laws of the kingdom were fulfilled—
Lknock, ask, receive.

In the year 1887 Miss Holding aitended the Woman’s Board of Mis-
sions of the Methodist Episcopal Church, South, which met at Catlettsburg,
Ky., to request the society to grant her $7000 with which to build a house
containing a hall that could be used as a school-roor and church.  None
 who heard ler will ever forget her earnest pleadings. Such words could
only come from a heart where human love had touched the Divine, and
gone forth reflecting the Christ-like compassion for the multitudes ‘“ in
errer’s chains.’” She drew a strong contrast between Mexican darkness,
defilement, and falschood, and Christian light, purity, and truth. The
missirn buildings were so small they cculd not receive those who were
longing to learn to read ke message of life. Theyhad no room to accom-
modate those who would see Jesus.

¢ For months they had not been able to take those who crowd their
doors. Noue but a missionary who stands in the midst of a down-trodden
and poverty-stricken people can comprehend the auguish of spirit when
compelled to turn away from their pleading looks and words, and leave
them in their helpless misery.”

““ Can’t you, won’t you, my dear sisters, give us $7000 for this build-
_ing? Ged’s work demands it © wemust have it thisyear.”” Asthatsaintly
;v woman resumed, her seat, she must have felt, Surely my petition will be
_és given ma.

When the Executive Committee had made the appropriations for the
= obligations of the society, it was found impossible to give a grant of
$7000 to the Lerado Mission. None but those who have assisted in dis-




ae-

s N o il « 5.

S8

LgE2

e 9

198 PAITH HALL, LERADO, MEXICAN BORDEX MISSIOK. [March

tributing missionary funds know how the heart aches as they look at the
discrepancy between the demand and the supply ; how the soul crics out,
0 Lord ! how long shall those who are clothed at the expense of Thy
love, .nd called by Thy name, shut their cars to the cry of a perisiing
world I’

The president sorrowfully told Miss Iolding of the inability of the
society to grant her request, assured her of their continued svmpathy and
prayers, commending her to the care of the God of Jacoh, who would de-
fend and * send her Lelp out of Zion.™

TWhat scemed disappointment proved to be love wnost true. Christ
would lead His chosen one into a richer experience, a broader faith ; into
extremity, that she might prove tne exceelding greatness of 1lis promises.

Miss Holding rose to bid the socicty farewell, preparatory to leaving for
her mission at Lerado.  With a voice full of tears, she said, *“ My dear
sisters, we must have that bullding this year.”  With inspiration she said,
¢ I have asked for that building ; God’s work demands it; we shall have
it.” Every heart present, touched by svimpathetic faith, repeated the as-
surance—** shall have 3. Heaven cchoed back to carth—* shall haveit.”’
A triunc Deity ratified the promisc of incarnate God, * according to thy
faith be it vato thee.””

On Miss Holding’s return to Lerado she was greeted by many aoxious
and cxpectant faces ; because of the tumult of hope and fear, all hesitated
to ask the quesiion so near to their hearts.

As soon as possible, Miss Holding assembled the whole houschold.  She
did not wish to give them disappointment without sharing with them her
hope and expeciation that ¢ deliverance should arise from another place.””

After explaining to them that it was impassible for the Woman’s Mis-
sionary Society to give them the building that vear, she asked them if they
would all join her in a day of fasting and prayer, asking the Lord to sup-
ply the means for building. Al heartily joined their beloved teacher in
calling upon the Lord, who had promised to deliver in the day of tronble.

Three public praver-mectings were a-pointed for the fasiday. AsMiss
Holding wzs stepping out of the door at the close of the evening prayer-
mecting, a little girl—the youngest pupil in the school-—iook her by the
hand and said :

““WWill we commence to build to-morrow

Miss Holding said, ““ The child’s faith had gone berond mine.”” Ihesi-
tated just a moment, and replied, ¢ No, dear, we will not commence to
haild to-n.rrow, but we will get the lot ready.” ™

Miss Iolding requested that the pupils, and al' that could help, be
in the orchard at six o’clock in the morning (o Lansplant the trees and
prepare the lot for the Luilding of - ac house.

Prompiy at six o’clock they were on the ground to show their faith
by their works. Acconnting Iim faithful who had promised, they made
ready the ground. As soon as the orchard was cleared the first pledge of

)
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a covenant-keeping God arrived—a letter contuining money for the
Luildings.

Miss Holding, surely gathering that God intended that she should com-
mence to build, without gaiasaying begun the work, knowing that He
who had berun the work wouid also finish it.

Miss Hu]ding said, *“ I knew Gud had heard our prayers, and would
give us the building ; but I thought in my heart, surely our Heavenly
Father will move on the heart of some rich mzn or woman to send us the
§7090 ; but it came in small sums, just as it was nceded. I had to pray
and believe all year.”

The bountiful Giver of all kept the director of Ifis Luilding, the con-
servator of His funds, asking at the door of mercy, tarrving at heaven’s
gates with thanksgiving ; not that he would weary His beloved, but that in
the audience chamber of heaven, beholding His glory, she might  be
changed into the sune image from glory to glory,” and become io this
people  living expression of the graces of the Holy Spirit.

This sanctuary, which is of the Lord’s own right hand planting, is an
inspiration to the faith of the donors from almost every Statein the Union,
and those which bhear of it will rejoice to know that justification by faith
alone wiil Le preached to 2 people *“ where superstition usurps the place
of the Gospel, and pricstly absolution supplants a divine forgiveness ;
where baptism issvnonymous with regeneration, Iviug wonders of relics are
put in the place of the work of the Holy Spirit.”

At the next meeting of the Woman's Board of Missions of the Methodist
Episcopal Charch, South, 1883, at Nashville, Tenn., Miss Holding presented
the following report :

¢t ¢ This is the day which the Lord hath made ; we wiil rejoice and be
glad in it.” AsIcome to my fourth annual report, I find in my heart only
a fecling of praisc and thanksgiving. So manifestly hath the Lord been
with as our cup runneth over ; prosperity in every part of the work, health
and happincss maketh the soul glad. We would not rejoice so much in
these outward things if we did not look upon them as the manifestation of
¢ the geod hand of our God upon us.”

“ Last year we realized the necessity of enlarging our buildings. Wo
asked for an appropriation for that purpose.  You did vot have it in your
power o grant our request ; we remcmber how sorrowfully you refused
us; we tumed 1° Him: “ who holdeth the wealth of the world in His
haads,” and who. -pirit ‘ moveth upon the hearts of men,” 2nd He gave
us the thing which we asked.

¢ The new building or, as we ¢all it the house we prayed for, and which
sou have christened € Hall of Faith,” is compleied and occupicd, and free
of debt. Iiis a large two-story building, containing nine rooms. How
eagerly wo bave watched it grow into its prescat fair proportions, becom-

ing, indeed, ‘a thing of beauty > ! There it stonds, 2 blessed reality—
a tangible evidence of direct auswer to the prayer of faith.
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“ So great has been the increase in numbers that we have found it nec-
essary to becume 2a orgavized church. To meet the exigencies of the case,
by my request Brother Sutherland preaches twice 2 month at the seminary,
both in English azd Spanis. We have a membership of twenty-four.
The Sunday-school numbers seventy-nine.

*¢ Qur missionary society—Lerado Band—has a membership of seventy-
two. The year's contributions, 59.60. The baby of the school—Maria
Villareal, six years of age—is supported by the Band. Al things stand out
as beautiful tints upon the dark background. When we take into con-
sideration the sloth and utter carelessness of ihe Mexican character, we ~an
more perfectly approximate the advancement of our pupils. Our souls are
encouraged by drawing comparative lines, present and past.  From one
flashes ravs of light which give promise of the full life ; the other, only a
dark line of simple existence, into which no glimmer of light had ever en-
tered.  The three natures of the houschold have in a measure Lept pace—
physical, intellectual, and spiritual. This one school upon the border can
no more meet the demand of this people than one drop of water can quench
the thirst of famishing miliions. We have pleaded, and we plead again,
and will continue to plead as long as strength and life remain, for the
establishmert of Christian schools in cverv city of Mexico. The rapid
growth and unrivalled prosperity of this border mission lead as to hope
that the Board, and through the Board the women of the Southern Mcthod-
ist Charch, will be encouraged to enter the numerous doors now stzuding
invitingly open.”

We are told of an Irishman who, when his opinion was asked as to the
compacative meriis of the sun and the moon, replied that he preferred the
moon, because the moon shone by night and the sun shonc by day when
there was no need of shining. e reminds us of some Christians, who, in
their comparative estimates of Christianity and morality, give morslity the
preference, on the ground of the Irishiman, that Christianity 's an unncces-
sary Juminary in the presence of nincleenth-century asectics, forgetiing
that nincteenth-century ascetics arc the reflection and product of Christianity.

The Presbyterian chusches of Great Britain and Ircland held their annual
season of praver for forcign missions during the week beginning Norvember
30th. The Presbrterian churches in the United States, in accordance with
the direction of the General Assembly, held ¢ simultanecus meetings™ for
the same purpose during the week following December 6th to 13th.

A native Japancse, in Bethany Church, I’hiladelphiz, gave a fine defini-
tion of praver and its answer.  1le said : *¢ They remind me of two buck-
cts in an old-fashioned well, while onc was going up the other was coming
down.”

oy
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TUE WALDENSIAN CHURCH AND ITs EVANGELICAL MIS-
SION IN ITALY.

BY PASTOR J. P. PONS, TORRE PELLICE, ITALY.

[Last April 1 had the pleasure and honor of a visit to the Vaudois Val-
lexs, as the guest of that rare man of God, Iiev. J. I’. Pons, President of the
Svnod, and author of the paper which follows. I spent the whole day—
S;.mrday-—in walking over the hills and valleys of Angrognia, and visiting
the beautiful and historic scenes connected with the Waldensian history.
I went to the Rock Simon, where one saint, bound about with cords, was
hurled one hundred and fifty feet on to the rock below. I went to the
Church of the Cavern, where for centaries the little Lody of believers
escaped persecution, hidins from their implacable foes in the merciful
chelter of 2 cave. I had to get down on hands and knees, crawl through a
narrow opening. and then I found mysclf in an apartment cut vut of solid
rock by some convulsion of nature, and where hundreds of people could be
comfortably accommodated ; and I went also to the neat little chapel of
I'ra de Tour, and saw the very pool that tiie persecutors threatencd to make
fow red with the blood of the martyrs.  On Sunday I preached four times
at successive services in the valley, from 9 A.x. to S r.x., to attentive and
decorous audiences, Rev. M. Peyrot, Bonnet, Mcille, and Pons being my
courtcous hosts and attendznts. The impressivn left on my mind by these
experiences was that God has a great work to do for these descendants of
Iiis precious witnesses who counted not their lives dear for His sake. The
young men studying in the college 2t Torre Tellice ona faw francs a week,
that they may get into the sacred calling; the sclf-sacrificing pastors,
accomplished men as they are, who are living on a pittance that they may
serve these poor saints ; the whole aspect of affairs in these valleys, where
a baptism of blond made cvery spot a Golgotha, impressed me witk a
peculiar solemnity, and seemed to say that before this martyr people a great
future lics, in the cvangelization of Free Italy. Think of a people, poor
and few, who since Apostolic days have steadily and steadfastly kept the
flag of the cross at masthead even in the stormiest seas, and when the litile
ship of their ccclesiastical orgavizativa sccmed to be sinking, and would
have sunk had not Christ &een Jn it—think of zll the marvels and miracles
of dcliverance God wrought for them, of which the siege of La Basille is
only the most prominent and historic—and then say, whether a peogle so
preserved and so persevering for Christ maust not, like the Saviour, have
been made perfect through sufiering, in order to become Captains of Salra-
tion to the poor, down-trodden, priest-ridden people of Italy. Let us help
the Waldenscs by prayers and by money, and make up for their poverty
by our liberality.

The Waldenses in Piedmont, Italy, have recently held festivals in
various piaces, celebrating ‘“ the remembrance of the return of their
forefathers to the paternal firesides, where they learned to pray to God,
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where their fathers fell asleep in peace, where they strugeled and suf-
fered for liberty.”  Although the persccution of the Waldenses did nnt
wholly cease until about the middle of the cightecnth century, an event
of much importance in their history occurred in 1689—the permission then
granted them to return to their mountain homes from the various parts of
Europe to which they had been driven. Here they Lave since remained.
In 1¥48 the Sardiniau Government granted them full religious and civil
liberty. They are now also permitted to establish congregations clsewhere
in Sardinia besides the three retired valleys of the Cottian Alps to which
they bad before been obliged to confine themselves.—Evizor.]

The Waldenses both are and always have been ¢ a peculiar people,”” not
only of Ttaly, but of Europe ; and the place where they live and have lived
for more than seven centuries is also totally different from the country
which surrounds them ; and the valleys of the Cottian Alps, near Pizerolo,
scem to have been especially provided by God for their preservation. If
they had not been hidden from their encmies bchind a rampart of moun-
tains, they would have perished as a nation long ago.

I

As to the origin of the Waldensians, my confined limits doe not allow
me to speak about such acontroverted question.  There certainly is a great
interest in knowing whether they were 2 pure, primitive church, which
never went wrong nor needed reformation, or whether their religious
principles were due to Peter Valdo, the merchant of Lyens.  After all, we
would better leave this question to the historians as a matier of no conse-
quence in the present state and to the present duties of our people.

For ages every man’s hand has been against them, though their own has
been against nobody except in self-defence.  Nor can we wonder at this,
because they have ever been, since the twelfth century, a thorn in the side
of the Church of Rome, 2 perpetual witness against the errors of the papacy,
a light, greater or =maller, shining in darkness, as the Waldenses® motto
says, ** Lux lucel inlenebris.”

But though thus preserved from destruction, the Charch of the Valleys
was not shielded from great and numercus persecutions, nor guarded from
craclties such s have been seldom equalled, and never surpassed ; and all
that daring not less than five centurics. That such things should have
been allowed may seem mysterious, but we know that the blood of martyrs
is the seed of the Church, and that sced is even now bearing fruit, and
will. we trust, do =o henceforth.

When God prepares a suitsble instrument for His will and purpose,
before evervthing He breaks it ! The Jast of this series of persecutions
has been the most atrocious and dangerous for the existence itself of the little
flock. It took place in the year 1686, the vear ia which all the peoplo
were imprisoned—viz., 14,000. The following year about 3000 emaciated



PN

e

1891.] THE WALDENSIAN CHURCH. 203

beings crossed the Alps and took refuge in Switzerland : but alas ! about
10,000 had perished in loathsome dungeons! The remnant of the exiled
were hospitably received, hioused, and fed by the ypencrous inhabitants of
Geneva and other cities of that generous country, or in Germany.

But after living some time in foreign countries, the poor Vaudois were
seized with an unconquerable home-sickness, and resolved to return to
their native land, to kindle again their Jamp.  After much prayer and con-
sultation a party of 800 men, led by the hervic Ienri Arnaud, succeeded
in entering their valleys, on Sunday, August 27th, 160,

That zlorious return was solemnly celebrated by the Wauldenses in the
year 1859, snd we had the honor of seeing our king partake of our joy,
who was there represented by Count Lovera, Prefect of Turin.

The worst days were over, but still the Waldenses had troubles from
the Church of Rome, till the beginning of this century living in constant
dread of bad edicts. They received meoral and temporal aid from their
Lrethren from England and Holland, which enabled them to kecpup their
schools and their worship.

In the early part of this century three noble men of England—Dr.
V. S. Gilly, General Beckwith, and the Rev. Dr. Stewart—were providential-
1v sent into the valleysto help us in the foundation of th: College of La Tour
and in the improvement of the instruction of youth, as in the foundation
of a theological seminary. Ve said, providentizily, because the 17th of
February, 1848, the King of l'icdmont, Charles Albert, emancipated the
Waldensian Church from the oppressive disabilities and restraints under
which she had so long suficred and labored, and that event found us reaay
to occupy the field open to the truth of the Gospel.

The barriers were removed, and the Waldenses, under the impulse of
their newly acquired freedom and revived spiritaal life, were prompt to
undertake the great work for which God had certainly preserved and pre-
parcd them. If their ¢ Barbes’ had not feared, in the past centurics, to
go throngh all Ttaly preaching the Gospel, despite the danger their life
ran, their descendants were quite decided to continue the interrapted mis-
sion—*‘ Woc is unto Me, if I preach not the Gospel

IL.

The first mission fo the Iialians was begun by the Waldensian Church
in Taurin, and after some years it had congregations in that city, in Genos,
Alexandria, and many other places in Piedmont.

When, in 1859 aud 12860, all the Dukes of Tuscany, Parma, Modens,
and the King of Naples were driven from their thrones, and their States
annexed {o the kingdom of Sardinia, the largest part of Italy was so opened
to the Gospel, that the ancient Church of the Valleys sest its evangelists,
teachers, and colporteurs evervwhere, izcluding the distant islend of Sicily.

To prepare fit men for that great work of evangelization, the Theolog-
ical Seminary of La Tour was removed from there to Florence, as better
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adapted, that city being the Athens of Italy. In the same year, 1860, the
Synod appointed a special Committee of Evangelization, as the Table could
not provide for the wants of the native churches in the valleys, and the new
congregations spread throughout Italy, which were increasing every day.

Some years later the provinces of Lombardo-Venitia were liberated
from Austrian power, aud immediately the principal cities, as Venice,
Mantua, Verona, were visited by one or more of our cvangelists. At last
Rome was opened, and our Church, availing itself of this liberty, sent thz
first pastor who has preached the Gospel to the Romans in modern times,
after the fall of its walls. He was the actual president of our committee,
the Lev, Dr. Matteo Prochet.

The mission has been gradually extended, and its progress will appear,
looking at the following statement :

Forty years ago the Waldenses had 15 native churches in the vaileys
and 18 ministers (15 pastors and 3 professors). Now the ministersare 81,
and the settled churches more than 6O.

I give here the statistics of the Waldensian missionery field :

Settled congrogations....coceeeieiinninaanans 44

Missionary stations.....cceeeciaeiacenaannnn. 53

Ordained ministers.....occeeeienenaeaannnnnn 41

IayevangelistS . o ee e cnneenecanaanernnnnnnn 9 ]

Teacher evangelists....o.ieeeiiieiceaaanans 81 .

Teachers or schoolmasters. .. .veuenennnnnn.. 58 | in all 132 workers
Colportenrs ......einiieieiiiieeiaaaeaaan 8 '

Bible-readers and Bible-women............... 8)J

The regular attendants at the church amonntto................ 6,536
The occasional hearers of the Gospel to........................ 49,929
The number of communicants (members). ........cooioeeiaaa.. 4,498
Members admitted last ¥ear . ..o i iiiiiiiiiieieaaaan 586
Catechumens Jast Fear. .. iouieineeeeniniiaiiiiiieiancansnaans 618
Tho day-schools Jast FeaY. . . coiiioiiiiiiieiiaacncaanann. 67
The attendance of pupils last year. ... .. ..oiiiiiiiiaiai, .« 2,560
The Sabbath schools Iast Fear. ... cccccioiiiis cavenn caennns 57
Aitendance of pupils last year.....coiiiiiiiiiiiiaiiiiiaaa.ns 2,866

There are also 17 evening schools, with 562 young people or adults.

The present expense of the mission is about $60,000 per annum, of
which about 816,000 are contributcd by the Waldensian churches, the
offspring of the mission.

For the remnant we seek the help of other churches.  As our mission-
ary congregations in Italy four limes exceed in number the native congre-
gations in the valleys, our agents in the field of evangelization are 132, and
they are doing & great work ; some of them having many places to visit in a
week, we need aid.

‘We say to all our brethren in faith, in the words of Carey to Pierce
and Fuller, * We will go down iuto the pit, if you will hold the rope !

The progress made by the evangelical movement is not completely in-
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dicated if we look only at the figurcs. As they stand they represent, no
doubt, a gain; but it is quite impossible to show by them the general
impression produced by the preaching on the many thousands of occasional
hearers.

e have ascertained that a general improvement of the pullic opinion
has been the happy result of our labors.

It was cvident last year, when the prefects, senators, and many mem-
bers of Italian Parliament assured their sympatiiy to our church, coming to
La Tour to assist av the Second Centenary of the Glorious Return of our
forefathers. They spoke cordially to the descendants of the martyrs, and
we felt how important is the change of the opinion and attitude of our
countrymen toward us. The daily press also gave to us many precious
tokens of this great and real improvement.

All this awakens rejoicing, but it is not yet the conversion of the multi-
tudes, which we long for so much.  Our evangelists have done their best to
attract and vetain the hearers, but we know that all the country is under
the spirit of indifference, unbelicf, and the deepest superstitions. The
more we approach Rome the greater the darkness and errors are.  Your
Catholicism in America is & great deal less intolerant and superstitious,
because the influence of Protestantism forces the Papacy to adapt its pruc-
tices to the miliex in which it lives and works.

When I read, in this Review, an account of the Roman Cutholic Luy
Congress of 1599, held in Baltimore, T felt more than cver the necessity
of evangelizing Italy. Here is the Zead of that universal army, here is the
““ man of sin who cxalteth himself against all that iscalled God, . . . sctting
himself forth as God.”” England and the United States must keep their
ground, but all evangelicnl Christians share the duty to unite their cfforts
to hasten that day when we shall hear the mighty voice saying, ¢ Fallen,
fallen is Babylon the great.”

Now, in that hope, *‘ we bescech you, brethren, for the Lord Jesus
Christ’s sake, and for the love of the Spirit, that you strive together with
us in your prayers to God for us.”

A Methodist Episcopal bishop of this country boasts that in the last ten
years the gifts of the churches for missions had increased steadily by the
som of §50,000 a year. For the coming vear the missionary commitice
has appropriated the following sums : Forcign Missions, $366,352 ; Home
Missions, $459,648. This scems a small sum for so large a body. The
United Societics of Methodism, under John Wesley, now includes abont
six and a third millions of ministers and members, and & domestic and
personal affiliation of about thirty millions of adherents. The Methodist
Episcopal branch alone has 2,252,621 ministers and members, 26,200 San-
day-schools, and 2,554,000 teachers ~nd pupils,
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EXTRACTS AND TRANSLATIONS FROM FOREIGN PERIODICALS.
BY REV. C. C. STARBUCK, ANDOVER, MASS.

—)M. Saillens, in a pleasant little tract entitled L’ Age d’ Or (‘¢ The Age
of Gold"’), occasioned by a discourse of the noted female anarchist, Louise
Michel, whom & good nun has well described as une sainte égaree, ** a saint
that has lost her way,”” remarks, after speaking of the many points which
anarchists and Christians have in common, that nevertheless they are
cxactly opposed as to two points, the cause and the cure of present ills.
 The revolutionists say, Change society, and men will be good. Chris-
tians say, Change man, and society will be good > *“‘ Anarchism,’’ he
remarks further, ‘‘is merely Jesvitism reversed. The same fanaticism,
the same blindness, the same implicit obedience to secret chiefs, the same
contempt of morality, of justice, of the rights of others.””

—The report rendered to the Synod of the Waldensian Chureh, Sep-
tember 1st, 1890, by the Zuble, or Executive Commission, which is chosen
annually to govern the Church ad énterim, is inieresting, in view of the
recent celebration, so interesting to the whole Protestant world, of the
Glorious Return, when, two centuries ago, the expatriated Waldenses forced
their way lack to their native valleys, in which they have since maintained
themselves. It was hoped that this great celebration might issue in a great
spiritual reawakening. DBub patrivtic celebrations, with all their benefits,
do not always give much room to the *“still, small voice’ of the Divine
Spirit. It is the general testimony of the parishes that no fruits of
revival have been seen.  In some the crust of religious indifference seems
to be growing thicker and thicker. The catechumens, once confirmed, par-
take of the Hely Supper once or twice, and then remain absolutely indiffer-
ent to it. But in most of the parishes attendance is good, great interest
is manifested in the services, even to tears, but there is a noted unwilling-
ness to do.  The pastor, elders, and deacons scem to be regarded as charged
with the sole responsibility of all the administration of the means of sal-
vation. To overcome this paralyzing misconception of a private Christian’s
duty seems to he the point loward which all the endeavors of the leading
brethren are bent.  And it is plain, notwithstanding the dead weight of
old kabit, agaravated by that of modern unbelicf, good progress is making
in the right direction. In many parishes a large number of the brethren
are becoming active in prayer, in Bible study, visitation of the sick, and
other offices of picty and charity. The old confusion between *‘the
Vaudais people and the Vaudois Charch’ is giving way to a more spiritual
discrimination. There, as clsewhere in Europe, the national or quasi-
national crust may break away altogether ; for *“all are not Isracl which
are of Isracl.”> But the Jiving nucleus, the true inheritrix of the traditions
and the promises, will he set free for uncncumbered energy in the works
of conversion.

—TIn a very interesting essay by the Rev. Arthur H. Smith, of the
North China Mission of the American Board, on * The Natural History
of the Chinese Boy and of the Chinese Girl,”” the author quotes a descrip-
tion which, he sars, sums up the whole system of Chincse education-—
¢ gmawing a wooden pear.” A very small proportion of boys and next
to no girls enjoy this dismal privilege. *‘ The great majority of pupils,
when they leave school, cast aside all their little store of learnirz as a worn-
out pair of shoes.” There seems to be the same difference between the
Chinese and us as that which some French journal declares to exist between

3
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Catholic and Protestant countries. In the former countries, parents aro an
fond of their children as in the latter, but have but a glimmering coneep-
tion that childhood bas a world of its own, which must be divined, en-
tered into, and provided for. In Protestant countries alone, wuys thin
journal, is there (fairy stories apart) a children’s Jiterature. The full signifl-
cance of the Saviour’s blessing on the little ones seems to have been roservad
for the lands of the Reformation.

In China, Mr. Smith remarks, a youth learns two excellent lewsons
which do much to make amends for the dreariness of his biting on the
¢ wouden pear’’—if he has done so. He learns obedience and ha lenrnx
industrv. ¢ But of intellectual independence he has not the faintest con-
Ccptioxf or even a capacity of comprehension.””  An uneducated Chinexo
vouth * knows that he knows nothing, that he never did, never shall, never
can know anvthing, and also that it makes very little difference whnt ha
knows. He hos a blind respect for learning, but no idea of gathering uny
crumbs thereof for himself.  The Jong, broad, bl. *k, and hopcless shndow
of Confucianism is over him. It means a hign Tegree of intollectunl
cultivation for the few, who are necessarily narrow a 1 often bigoted, aud
for the many it means a lifetime of intellectual stagnation. Measured ly
what it has totally failed to do, when it might and should have dono if,
we charge Confucianism with being intellectually one of the most elnborate,
compendious, and far-reaching failures which has ever wrought out jts
ultimate results upon this distracted carth I’

As to daughters, the Chinese say, “ A daughter with the virtues of
the cighteen Lo-hans™*—whatever they may be—"* is not equal to a wplny-
footed son.”> Why ? DBecause a daughter canrot offer the ancestral meri-
fices, without whi h a family is given over to ignoiuiny and, as ix mup.
posed, to every conceivable evil.  The reason also why girls aro ax good
as never educated is, that after marriage they are (not socially, but legally)
v longer the children of their parents. To educate them *“Is like putting
a gold chain around the neck of some one cise’s puppy.”  If the puppy
is wlustled away, what becomes of the chain?  Ncither man ner womnn
being recognized by Confucianism as having any ctornal and thereferu
individnal valve, the selfishness of mere Socialism has full sway,

““ One of the weakest parts of the Chinese social fabric is the inseeurity
of the life and happiness of woman. But no structure is stronger than jts
weakest part, and Chinese socisty is no exception to this law. Every yenr
thousands upon thousands of Chinese wives commit suicide, tens of thone
sands of other persons are thereby involved in serious trouble, hundreds of
thousands of yet others are dragged in as co-partners in the diffienlty, nnd
millions of dollars are expended in extravagant funerals and ruinoun lyw-
suits.  And all this is the outcome of the Confucian theory that a wife Jina
no rights whichk a husband is bound to respect.””

—The Rev. George Ensor, in the Church Missionary Intelligencer for
November, 1890, makes an important remark respecting heathen systemu—s
namely, that usnally in them the moral and the religious clements nro in
inverse proportion to cach other. Thus the highest morality is perlmps
found in CTenfucianism. Yet Confucianism is very nearly atheistie, (n
the other hand, an extraordinary depth of religious feeling appears in
Hinduism ; yet morally it is worse than worthless, it is foul and cruel,
This may well remind us of what Dr. Downer so justly says of onr Lozd,
that in Him we cannot scparate ethics from religion. There is no saying
of His of which we can declare that it respects man without equally re-
specting God, or God without cqually respscting man,
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But, says Mr. Ensor, the much-lauded Islam, in its Paradise of lust,
displays a moral corruption of which the foulest Tantras of Hinduism, the
most immoral votaries of Krishna, are simply incapable. They cannot
even comprehend it. Our own Mormonism alone approaches it.

—The Rev. Henry Rice, writing in the Llurvest Field for November,
1890, on ‘* British Influence in India,”” remarks: ** We may point with
just satisfaction to the improved state of the couniry, to communication
by land and water, to railways, eclectric telegraphs, ete. This is unde-
niable. But all the while religion has been largely shufled off or almost
entirely left to missionaries. Little or nothing has been done as a com-
munity to let our light shine before the heathen. We have feared that we
might acknowledge Christ too openly, and that the natives of the country
would imagine that we wished to enrol them forcibly among the number
of His disciples. We have, perhaps, feared their numbers, and practised
a cautious timidity, urtil it has come to pass that goodness has been l.ft to
itself, and greatuess made the foundation and support of our authority.
There has been an endeavor to rule by power, and make a display of what
may be called great works, tacitly trosting that the Hindus would be awed
by wonder, and render the obedience due to superior knowledge and
cnergy. The most subtle and the most formidable forces of heat and
clectricity have appeared alike obedient to our will and subservient to our
convenicnce. The effect has been very great upon a people who believe in
sorcery, whose jugglers and snake-charmers perform feats which at first
sight can hardly be accounted for by anything short of Satanic agency.
But we may say without hesitation that the higher means of spreading the
true religion in this country have been largely wanting. Living example
in ordinary men has been the exception, not the rule. All has been too
much coenfined to externals. The influence held by the British is an in-
fluence derived from wonder at the visible greatness of their power and
cnergy. It excites awe, perhaps, but it does not create the feeling of
reverence which internal goodness of principle alone can call into being.
Where there is no reverence there can be ro love.”

The Hurvest Jield remarks, speaking especially of female agency, and
of India as ** weirdly fascinating’® to cultivated women, *‘ In the divine
enterprises to which India invites the West, America is aiready doing an
almost equal share with DBritain. Could aryjthing be more admirable ?
Divided there, and disposed sometimes to emphasize division, the two
nations join here.””

The same article speaks at length of the broad and fruitful efiorts mak-
ing by our countrywoman, Mrs. Brainerd-Ryder, M.D., to advance general
and also technical education among the women of JSombav. These cfforts
are not specifically religious, but they allow full discuseion of religion, and
arc of course underlaid by Christian motives. The Society for Technical
Education of Women has, as its president, the Hon. Justice I. T. Telang,
C.ILE. The Vice-Tresidents are Khan Bahadur, M.C., Murzbun, a Pars,
and Pundita Ramabai; on the Advisory Board are the Bishop of Bom-
bay, Bishop Thoburn, of our M, E. Church, and the Vicar-General of
the Jesuits.

—The Rev. W. J. Chamberlain, of Mandanapelle, says : ¢ We baptized
here a young Brahmin of twenty-five vears. He came to us a year ago,
entered into full and earnest converse with us, and left with a promise to
return in ecight days. He did not appear, nor, after the most diligent
inquiries, could we find him, He came to town a month agn, and walked

— ) -
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directly to the mission compound, as he said, ¢ driven by God.” e was
baptized on the followmg day, and soun after accompanied me on a tour
into the region of his home.™

—The Rev. F. Hahn, of Gossner’s Mission among the Kols, quoted
in the Harvest Field, says : ¢¢ How is it that Roman Catholics are permitted
to break the marriage law with impunity, . . . while Protestant ministers
are liable to puuishment for dving so "’ Protestant Christians should com-
bine, not to persecute the Roman Catholics, bui to insist that there shall
be one manner of Jaw for ali Christians in India. Otherwise, without any
intention of the Government, of which Mr. Hahn acquits it, it may be
throwing the mighty weight of ‘“ Caesar in India™ (as the empress is offi-
cially called) into the scale of the sacerdotal Ciesar of the Tiber.

—A nen-Christian graduate of a Christian college in India remarks, in
a Christian magazine, quoted in the Missicns-Blud for October, 1890, that
one hostile European of high place can counteract the work of ten mis-
sionaries. He refers to one who used to tell the people that if any ap-
plicant for an appointment was recommended by miissionaries, he wou!d
reject him without any further inquiry. The writer, however, remarks
that so desperate a hostility t¢ missions as this on the part of Europeans
ijs very rare. But, ‘‘before the missionaries rises a strong and gigantic
fortification, whose garrison are Ly no means despicable soldiers in in-
tellectual wars.  Bebind they are assailed by a Bradlaugh and an Ingersoul.
And to render the situation yet more perplexing, there sometimes come
flank attacks from hostile local oficials of their own nationality.”’

¢ The missionarics are not likely in the near future,’’ continues this
non-Christian adviser, ¢ to advance the banners of victory very widely in
any direction. But they may and ought to aceastom the Hindus to look
upon them as assailants worthy of theirsteel. And this is what educational
missions are in a fair way to accomplish.” ¢ ¢ A patriotic feeling,’ many
say, ‘is awakening among the people of India, and their resistance is about
to become more encrgetic.” This is the exact truth ; and let me say to
the educational missionary, You bave no occasion to be ashamed when
you are declared to be largely responsible for this state of things. Hith-
erto the lion has been couching in serene disdain of you. Now he feels
that, after all, you are not so much to be despised, and he is rousing him-
self for defence and for a couater attack.”

*¢ There was a time,”” says this Christianly educated bat not Christian
theist, *‘ when the inner world was 1lmost the exclusive object of human
study, while men looked down upon the physical world with contempt.
We are now veering to the opposite extreme. We areso completely iaken
up with the visible and palpable, that we act as i evervthing invisible was
;:)himcrica]." Till the tide changes, he thinks that conversions ia India will

e few.

‘¢ True it is,” he remarks, ‘¢ that often, when by a Christian cduca-
tion one devil has been driven out of the young Hindus, seven devils worse
than he come in his stead. But he who believes that Christ is mighty to
drive out every devil must believe that svoner or later his power and
lordship will be acknowledged by all.”

He says in couclusion, in reference to the contemptuous criticisms of
the missionary work, ‘ As the Chinese say, a tower is measured by its
shadow, and greatness by its slanderers.”

Mr. Herman Jensen, who comments on this article, remarks that we
must not exaggerate the present position of the Brahmins in India. A
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poor Brahmin will feel honored to stand side by side with a wealthy and
educated Sudra.

He remarks also that missionaries formerly were too much in the way of
recommending their converts, simply as such, to the Government, which
lhas given a handle to those who wished to discredit their recommendations
altogether.

¢ This writer also,”” says Mr. Jensen, ¢ has Jearned that missionaries
are too wiiling to eaaggerate. Till the severity of absolute trath is exacted
of all missionary reports, every missionary society will end its days with
sorrow, if not with shame.”’

There arc as yet many more ‘ free-livers’ than ‘‘ free-thbinkers” in
India. The latter tenuency is as yet a mere rootless result of the former,

—Tt is known thut the English Universities’ Mission in Ceniral Africa
is very distinctly of the Anglo-Catholic type. DBut happily it is absolutely
free from that arrogant an¢ encroaching temper which sometimes renders
the missionaries of the Suciety for the Propagation of the Gospel hardly
Jess uncomfortable ncighbors than the most encroaching Roman Catholie
orders. In particular, remarks the Church of Scotland Home and Foreign
Record, the relations between the Universitics’ Mission and the Scottish
Mission in Nyassaland have always been of the friendliest. Archdeacon
Maples, of the former mission. writes of the latter : * The hospitality and
fricndliness of the Blantyre Mission to ouarselves are so well known that I
will not dilate on them here, but wil content myself with rcmarking that
if there #s a place on the face of the globe where the Chureh in occupation
of the field extends the crlente cordiale to missionary visitors from another,
that place is Blantyrr, The mission bLuildings, with the beantifully laid
out ‘ square,’ with Its home-like looking lawn, its deodoras, and the noble
church scen at the end through a vista of greenery, form a coup d'eil
which surpases anything I have ever seen at any missionary station in
Africa.”

The Record quotes the following from Vaughan’s standard work, ¢ The
Trident, the Crescent, and the Cross :>’ ¢“ Thousands with slender faith
and scanty knowledge have embraced the mame of Christ. Among these
were many hundreds of Mohammedans.  One of the Mohammedar: converts,
with a simple and ingenvous candor, said ¢ he hoped God wouid be more
favoralle to him when he worshipped Jesus Christ than when he worshipped
Mohammed, for then they had nothing but trouble, but with the Christians
they found pity, as also moncy and rice [largely bestowed also on those
outside] which they did not obtain from the Zemindars’ | Mohammedsan
landlords]. He might have been the spokesman of the masjority [of these
¢ famine > or ‘rice > Christinns] thus gathered within the Christian fold.
¢ We find pity and help ? was really the voice of couverted thousands. It
was a voiee which fell far short of the agonizing ery, ¢ Men and brethren,
what shall we d=2?7 (Acts ii. 37.) And yet it was a natural voice, and
it was true.  They began, no doubt, at a very low level ; yet, commingled
with the sclfish aim was a certain vague impression that Christianity rested
upon a basis of truth and justice. Many a pleasing story might be told
of those who, starting on such a defective principle, bave rapidiy advanc=d
in light and knowledge and faith, until at length they have become burn-
ing and shining lights. . . . Dut there is another picture, and one which
charms the eye with its glowing and Leauteons tints.  Numbered among
the Christions of India ar> aultitudes of persons, the narrative of whose
conversion would grace the fairest page in the history of the Church of
Christ. . . . If decp repentance, camest faith, and burning love, if com-
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pleto self-sacrifico, if a fearless confession of Christ at any cost, be marks
of genuine conversion, then has the Chus-h of India multitudes within her
pale distinguished by these marks. . . . Try; them by whatever test we
may, we find them approved as the regencrated children of the Most High.
It has been our privilege to mix with many such, and we have no hesita-
tion :n saying that among them are Christians so advanced in the life of
grace that we have, as it were, satat their feet and learned the deep things
of God.”

Much is made by many of the fact that by far the most of the converts
in Inlia are from the lower classes. .\s to this, the Indian Witness, Cul-
cutta (as quoted in the Record), says : It 1s very true tit four fifths of
the converts are from the lower castes~—many of them, indeed, from the
lowest ; Lut those who reject the idea of such people Lecoming the sic-
cessors to the Drahmins have not probably given much attention to the
rapidity with which many of them 1ise in the social scale. A youth of
cightesn, perhaps the son of a sweeper, begomes: a Christian, and begins
to study. ~ Three years later he is a student in ahigh school, and at twenty-
five he is the mosi intelligent and cultured man in the village where he
lives. Iis wife is so superior to all the other women in the village, and is
able to help them all in so many ways, that the young couple are every-
where received with honor. Already their sweeper origin is nearly for-
gotten.” How much more in two or three generations !

—The Rev. George Cockburn, M.A., writing in the Record from
TIchane, China, says that the Mandaring, who are apt tv Lave a smattering
of Westerr culture, show a disheartening readiness to truckle to the most
pucrile superstitions of the people, and that since the young Kwang-su has
come to the throne, the hands of the clock have gone backward. It is
ramored, we may remerk, that the young emperor seems sullenly cesolved
not to appear too much under the influence of his father, who has become
a decided advocate of Western progress.

—Whatever may be thought of the West African, or Negro proper, the
East African Bantu (of which ace tie Caffres and Zulus are a branch) is,
says the Record, ** sharp and clever, and although a spirit of levity does
scem {o rule the African, it does not make him, as Major Wissmann con-
tends, impervious to spiritnal truth.””  Of two East African boys at school
in Edinburgh, one took the highest place in his class, ‘‘ and both showed
themselves not in the least degree inferior.”’

—Mr. Frederick Wells Williams, = native of Macao, China, and the son
>f the author of *‘ The Middle Kingr.om,’” says of the Chinese civilization
“* that, with such a cast-iron system, any change must come from ontside.
« « « Almost inevitably the great tonic of new life and aims must be
from Europe and America. {hinese statesmen recognize the radical nature
of the change to come, one of whom declares it a greater change for China
to find herself face to face with the nations of the far West than anything
that has occurred in her history. How to adapt herself to this imminent
transformation is the problem for years to come. The next two or three
generations will be best employed in observing and applying the institutions
of other lands. Asaecat watchesa mouse, China watclies Japan, whose rapid
progress Irritates the Celestial and shocks hispride. Japan may be to China
the hyphen, the copula, between the old life and the new. ~But we shall
sce no moro than the beginniag, for Asiatic civilization moves slowly, by
centuries ; yet some day a great destiny will Lo realized,”’
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EDITED AND CONDUCTED BY REV, J. T. GRACEY, D.D.

Korea's Political Relation with China,

1t is & matier of no small interest to
the missionary world to know the exact
measare of the independence of Korea
asakingdom. Alateoccurrence throws
apood deel of light upon the subject.
Being strictly official, it shows China’s
claim to sovereignty over Chosen, and
Chosen's evident disposition to secure
the recogaition of at Jeast & little larger
antonomy, nossibly as testing the tem-
perof the Courtat I' kingasto Chosen's
tendency to secure xcknowledgment of
her independence.

The immeditate occesion of this re-
assertion by Chira of her Imperial con-
trol of the little peninsula was as fol-
lows: The Queen Dowager of Korea
died. It has been the custom hithesto
for the Goverament at Peking on such
occasions to send an embassy of con-
dolence to Kores, as to & vassal. Korea
songht to rednce this to an ordinary let-
ter of official sympathy as between
friendly and equal sovereigns. Accord-
ingly, ths Korean First Envoy at Peking
was iestriited to solicit » mouification
of usage, anc addressed to the ** Board
of Rites™ at Peking the fotlowing com-
munication :

“This small kingdom, a vassal to the
Throne which Las from time immemo-
rial reaped the berelits of Imperial
favor, even as late as Iss2 and Issi;
notably duricg the two rebeilions when
the Thronemisced ns from the eartia and
saved our amcestony nshes, wo thank
agrin and again for having given us new
life. Iint this smali kingdom has
saffered grievonsiy from these iwo re.
hellions, and the ypeople being in pov-
erty durin:g the past six or seven years,
the sondition has been getting worse
and worse, This nnfortunite year thn
mother of mmy I'rin-e died, and the
fanenl expenses are sich that we must
cconomize.  Most humbly prostmting
ourselves, wo heg the Great Emperor to
give us the instrnctions and the letter
of condolence which the Threne would

be so gracious as to givo mo to iake
back to my mester. For, if the Throne
sends ¢nvors, we will not be abls Lo sc-
commodate them properly. Then
would we be sinners evermuore. Wo
beg your Ceclestial Greciousness, our
most affectionate parents, to treat us
like a red child (i.e,, 2 new-born babe),
and not inflict any penalty upon us for
expressing this desire, If your Heav-
enly Majesty bestows the letters of con-
dolence upon me to take back, so as to
save tho troublo of the envoys, my
Prince and my country will ever bethe
in thanxfulness.”

To this, however, the Government of
China declinel to accede ; but secizing
the onlyx argminent iu the petition based
on Korea's poverty, adapted the former
castorn merely to 1 more economical
Lase, but reaffirmirg the sovercignty
of China over Korea. Tho reply was as
follnws :

“ Rescnrer rrox Tiig THRoNE—ME-
uoRML Notzp.—That Kingdom for cen-
turics past baving been the Eastern
vassal and reaped Qur Graciousuess
always, cn occasions of any death of
that Kingdom's houschold, Wo have
always sent Envoys to convey Onr Sym-
pathies. Sach Missions have hitherto
gone overland, making many hialts on
the way. Datthiz time, not having tho
slightest doubt but wuat that Kingdom
isin poverty, Wa will depart from the
old rule aud make slight changes
Thereforo the Mission shall procced by
water [sea] with the Pei-Yang squadron
to land at that Ringdom's port of
Jenchnan [Cheumlpn). When the cer-
cmonial sliall Liave bicen performed, the
3Mission shall retura hy the same rouie,
By such a temporary chango that Kic;:-
dom will incur n. heavy exproses,
When the Prineo of that Kingdom pre-
sents yon both with presents, you 2re
not allowed ta accept anything. That
T'rince, hearing this Heavenly Deciats.
tion, will forever be grateful. But yon
will scc that all rites are strictly ob-
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served. Tet this Decree of Aine be at
once obeyed by the Superintendent of
Yei-Yang (of the Northern Seas, Li-Hung
Chang, the Viceroy of Chihli). It the
Board of Rites akt cucs instruct that
King to obey.”

We have noroem to recount the exuct
manner in which this edict was executed
on the one part, and sccepted on the
other. These were, of course, religious
proceedings, and might appear as if the
relation was similar to that of some
Turopeansovereign recognizing the Pope
as religions emperor in his dominions,
Bat there can be no mistaking the recog-
nition of the political relations invoived
in Xoren saying *‘ This small Xingdom™*
is & ‘“vassal to the Throre,”” and the
authoritative utterance of China .hat
‘““that Xingdor for centuries past
having been the Enstern vassal, . . .
let the Board of Rites instruct that King
to ohey.’” This indirectly and directly
involves serious political questions.
Korea bhas existing tresties with
European nations, and receives minis-
ters from the samo, such as are accred-
ited only to sovereign States. Butif she
recognizes and China asserts her vassal-
age, what then ?

This is diplomatic correspondence in-
cidental to religious rites, but Korea
may not alone have the decision of her
fato. Japanmny havesomething to say
when tho issue is pushed into practical
politics, and o may western powers ;
nevertheless it must bo said in the face
of Korea's confessed vassalage to China.

4. B G.

The Black Fellows of .Australia,
Fpst Parer—Pra.Aloravrax Missioxns.
PREPARED BY REV. A, HARTATANN,

It isa no less brillinnt and benevolent
author than the Rev. Charles Kingsley
who, taking the position that man might
actunlly fall by originnl sin too low to
roceive the Gospel of Jesus Christ and
be recovered again, points his proposi-
tion by theillustration worn threadbare
by saints, sinners and scientists, of the
poor Papuan of Australin. Ho says§:
** Theblack people of Australin, exactly
tho samorace astho African negro, can-
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not take in the Gospel. . . ., All at-
tempts to bring them to a knowledge
of the true God heve as yet failed ut-
terly.. .. Poorbrutesinhumnn shape,
. . - they must perish off the frcc of
the carth like brute beasts.” (‘* Ser-
mons on National Subjects,” p. 234.)
The article we now present on this
people has been translated and con-
densed for our columns at our reqrest by
Rev A, Hartmaun, from the German
of Rev. H. G. Schneider, & missionary
among theso aborigines. Ar. Hart-
mann was himself a missionary of the
Moravian Church among these Black
Fellows of Ausiralin from 1864 Lo 1873,
aud is now & missionary to North Amer-
ican Indiansatdioraviantown, Bothwell,
Ontario, Canada, It strikes us that
3Mr. Kingsley would have found a bLet-
ter specimen to put in evidence of the
bottomless pit of original depravity, on
the other side of the court room. The
‘‘ Settler’” and the Colonist might toss
dice with the poor Papuan for frontrank,
in tho lowest depth of submerged
humunity. Itead and judge.
J.T. G.

The continent of Avstralia was taken
possession of by Captrin Cook in the
nameo of the English Crown. It was
taken, not bougld, from the original pos-
sessorsofthe country. The first settlers
were cenvicts. They, and =alas: too
many of ihe emigrants who followed,
treated the aborigines as they thought
fit, Tobbing them and abusing their
wives, end killing them if resistance was
offered. Colonial history gives no rec-
ord of an crzanized war with the na-
tives ; the laitermust havebeen few and
weak, and tho scverities and cruelties
practised upon them were thereforo
unwarrantable, Their theftsand attacks
wero in many. cases incited by want, or
Ly revenge forwrongs suffered by them.
By the introduction of intoxicants, tho
low became tho lowest of thelow. A
disgusting sickness, of whick many of
tho blacks suffered and perished, =s
cc sequenco of vice, wasalso introdunced
among them. Of the cruelties inflicted
on some of them in individual cases wo
would rather not speak. Just tiink of
2 cowboy glorying beforo his master
that with his own hand he had killed
six or seven blacks, and that for the
mere sport the chase of human beings
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afforded him?! Dismissal from service
was the only punishment for this mur-
derer. It is not too much to say ihat
the mnjority of European inhabitants
looked with contempt gn the blacks,
considering them litile :f any better
than dangerous animals, for whose ex-
tirpation any measures were justifiable.

Somatters went onfor fifty years. But
in 1838 asociety wasformed for the pro-
{ection of the aborigines. In1830 a law
was passed appointing land commission-
ers with full power to put a stop to the
crueltics perpeirated on the natives by
the seitlers berond the colonial boun.-
daries. At thesame time, the following
noblo proclamation was made by the
Governor : *“ As human beings, who
partakoof the same neinreasourselves ;
as the original possessors of this terri-
tory, from whizh we derive much of our
wealth and prosperity ; and as subjects
of the Gueen, whose power exteads over
every part of New Holland, the aborig-
ires of this country have the same right
o5 Europeans to the protection and as-
sistance of thelaw. His XLxcellency be-
lieves it his duty to inform every inhab.
itant of this colony that each new de-
spatch from the Secretary cf Stats in
ZEngland speaks of the increasing stress
Iaid by Her Majesty’s Government, the
Tarlinment, and the whols peopls, on
the proper and humane treatment of the
natives of this land. His Excellency
also most urgently and solemnly de-
clares that it is their conviction that
nothing whatsoever is so essential to
tho hionor and weliare (or interests) of
the colony as humane crro and consid-
eration of the aborigines.”

As one result of this Proclamation,
and the Jaws put in force with it, mur-
derers were punished.  Seven conviets
who, by the Government, had been p-
pointed shepherds to someof thosquat-
ters, went out on horseback to bunt
blacks. They discovered a small tribo
of about thirty, men, women, and chil-
dren.  They surrounded them, tied
them together with a long rope, and
then butchered them in cold blood in
the depth of the wilderness. Thoy then
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piled up the dead bodies and kindled
over them a large fire to destroy every
trece of their awful murder. Through
acombination of peculiar circumstances
the crime was discovered, and the mur-
derers condemned to suffer the extreme
penalty of the law. Dauring the trinl
the whole population of the colony was
in a great excitement. 3any,andeven
men of influence, wera full of sympathy
for the murderers. All possible means
were employed to have the murderers
acquitted. Large sums of money were
raised to employ the mest skilful law-
yers in their defence, and witnesses re-
ceived torrible threatenings, and even
the chief witness, one of the most hon-
orsble men of the district, hardly ven-
tured to retarn to his kome. The gov-
ernor himself, & brsve man, occupying
the most difficult position in this catas-
trophe, nevertheless signed ke death-
warran{ of these murderers. Although
the Dlacks now anjoyed the protection
of the law, yet slow progress was mado
in the improvement of their condition.
Still, during tho last thirty years tho
moral obligation:s toward the natives
have been fully acknowledged. Efforts
lave beer mado by the governmeat and
by private individuels o better their
condition by supplying them with focd,
clothing, schools, churches, and mission-
aries. But alas! much that was well
mesn$ camo too Jate to save themasa
race. Too long theso unhappy beings
had been ireated as amimals; too long
had there been no placs on earth whero
they were suifered, cared for, or loved.
Only at tho throno of God, the Just and
the Merciful, was compassion shown
for them ; but tho poor blacks did not
koow Him, and it was long before
those whites who did know it showed
them tho way to IHim.

EFFORTS TO IMPROVE THE NATIVES.

Thore is no rale without exception,
and in this caso the rule was bad and
the cxception good. Among the many
who looked down and trampled on the
natives of Australin thero were found
some noble s01ls, whoso hearts were full
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of love and sympathy for them. Forin-
stance, since the beginning of this cen-
tury there have been noble, humane gov-
ernors, who did everything in their
power to ameliorate and improve their
condition. Theseeffortssometimesmet
with resistance and ingratitade on the
part of those whom they sought to beo-
efit. Tho blacks would stay for 2 week
or two in the paradise prepared for
them, and then suddenly disappear and
return to their wandering life. Too
much was expected of them ; tho most
beautiful palace wouldhavebeen a pris-
on for them. Instend of being grad-
ually accustomed to orderand = civilized
life, o degres of liberty being sllowed
them, they were expected to settlo down
at once. ilany such efforls were made
and proved failures. Theo hearts of the
netives were difficult to reach, and tke
love of & wandering life was not to be
eradicated in ahurry. Even thefriends
and benefactors of the mace were dis-
couraged, and camo again and again to
the conclusion that for this race there
was no hopo of deliverance. As, on the
one hand, too much was espected from
them, so, op the other, too liitle was giv-
en them, causing again failure.

We =ro reminded here of the moble
Governor Ilacquario and the chapliin
Rov.Semuel Marsden. Thelatter, born
at Leeds in 1764, was the son of & poor
artissn. Ho attended first the parish
school and then the grammmar school at
Hall. His iather, being unablo to sup-
port him any longer, and necding his
help at home, desired his retarn. Bat
Joseph Milper, the author of a well-
knowa Church History, desired that the
talented boy might remain, rnd procured
for him the assistanco of a company of
pious and wealthy men, who radeita
peint to support poor and talented the-
ological stndents.  After completing bis
studies preparatory to the ministry,
Marsden, after xepeated requests, at
length accepted the position as chaplain
to the con—ict colony al Sydney, Aus-
tralia, and started thither with Lis ex-
cellent wife in Augnst, 1793.  On March
2d, 1794, thoey arxived and catered the
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poor parsonage at TParamatts, a few
miles from Sydney. 3Mr. Mersden
preached to the convicts and to all the
colonists ** Jesus Christ and Him cruci-
fied™” with undaunced couragoe and un-
tiring love. With the blacks, howerver,
hepursued another plan, Withthehelp
of Governor Macquerie bo established a
..3del farm, in which several families
of natives were placed under the guid-

“ance of a qualified overscer to be trained

to farm work,

Besides this, a boerding-school was
commenced for netive children, in which
they should be faught reading, writing,
arithmetic, and the eclements of the
Christien religion. The whole undertak-
ing was a failure, and after & few years'
irial Lad {o be gicen up. The children
were nob to be confined within walls,
nor were the minds of these ignorent
heathen o ve prepered by tho disci-
plino of civilization for Christianity.
The iden was to tench them first to be
mcn, then Christinns. People forget
that though a missionary is a civilizing
agent, yet that civilization maust be the
Jruil, not the rool of Christianity. Alr.
Aarsdea in his old age acknowledged
this mistake, and spoke thus concern-
ing it: ‘“ The Bible,” said he, ¢* pro-
clzims free soverciga grace for poor sin-
ners. No seli-rightcous person can en-
terheaven ; he would rather huogerand
perish then accept this free gift. Civ-
ilization is not necessary before Chris-
tinnity. Let both go hand .a band, if
sou wiil ; Lat you will ind that civiliza-
tion rather fullows than precedes Chris-
tianity. Speak to tho heathen of tho
living God and the Saviour who died
for them. That will come homo to
theis hearis I

Further efforts wero mado by pious
and zealous Methodists.  Tho first,
who was sent exclusively for work
among thenatives, was Walker, of whaso
work, however, nothing isknown. Tho
missionirics Leigh, who commence:d
work in 1815, and Cartwright, who fol-
lowed in 1820, Ligan at onco to speak
of the main point, but the natives did
oot then anderstand English, and their



216

teachers did not learn Papuan, forgetting
that the Word of God reaches the heart
of tho heathen only when translated into
his native tongue, and that the first and

most important work cf & missionary is ‘

to make the language of the heathen
tribe among whom he labors his own.

In tho year 1528 they relinquished
their work for the time, justilying their
step by the unsteudiness of the abo-
rigines and the great expense of the
mission eaused by journeys and repeated
attempts at founding statichs.

Meanwhile, Missionary Threlkeld, of
the London Missionary Society (prop-
erly intended for the mission in the
South Sea Islands), came to New South
Weles, and was desired by the governor
to remain and devote himself to the
work among the natives. The society
approved of the.plan, and Threlkeld re-
ceived from tho Government 10,000
ecres of land at Lake Macquerie for a
settlement of natives. With firm faith,
unwearied perseverance, 2nd Loly love
he set to work, After laboring for six
years without visible results, the Lon-
don Society, which had cpent £3000 on
the work, thought it xight to use their
funds in more promising fields. Threl-
keld, however, could not leave his
Papuans. He carried on the work,
partly from his own means an? parily
by tho assistance of friends and the
government. He Jearned the native
language, prepared a grammar, trans-
Inted parts of the Bible, as well as a
aumber of hymns.

Generally three or four tribes lived on
tho reservo, but their stay was neverof a
long duration. The newsofacorroboree
(cr dencej or oftener the information that
a hostile tribe was approaching was suffi-
cient to scaiter them,in spite of all Threl-
keld's efforts to keep them. All the ef.
forts,sacrifices,and painsof this excellent
man remeined fruitless, and as the con-
tributions of friends flowed moro scan-
tily, and tho support of the Government
was stoppcd, this champion of the Gos-
pel found himself compelled to leave the
station. That was a bitter pill! Yet
still the noble man attributes tho failure
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of the work to the pouring in of unprin-

cipled colornists and tho absence of
such law protection as would have pre-
vented desolating wars between the
native, tribes and guarded the latter
against the outrages of the whites.
Herein he touches indisputably tho sore
point in the condition of New Holland ;
and sad as his conclusion is, it in no-
wise represents the natives as beyond
improvement.

Another recorded feilure in the his-
tory of Australiannissionsis that of the
Church Missionary Society of London,
England. Marsden, who died in 1838,
had already prevailed upon this scciety
to send out missionaries. Watson and
Hendi wereappointed to Wellingtondale,
northofSydney,and were joined later on
in the station they had formead by Giin-
ther. Bat after eleven years of faithfal
and self-sacrificing labor they were
obliged to leave, for the shepherds and
workingmen of the district (it was the
old story of liberated convicls) exercised
the most baneful influence on the na-
tives ; and to this came drought and
grasshoppers, which drove the natives
from the district. The missionaries,
therefore, devoted their energies towork
among the colonists,

The Methodists had again esteblished
mission stations in diferent places in
1838 and 1840, and met with some de-
gree of success. In the same year mis-
sionaries were sent out by the Lutheran
Missionary Society at Dresden (now
Leipzig), and a numberalso by Gossner,
at therequest of a Scottish Presbyterian
minister in New South Wales. The
TLutherans, after a few years of fruitless
labor, left the natives and becumeo pas-
tors to various congregations of Euro-
peans, A few years later the Gossner
missionarics followed thcir example.
The natives had, indeed, begun to dis-
tinguish between theso whites and those
whom they had known hilherlo. They
put confidence in the missionaries and
showed at times a desire to work, bat
soon tired of it, and rewarded the kind-
ness and patienco of tho messengers of
peace by continual theits, At length
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all the tribes of the distriet formw. :d
themselves into robber-bauds, who at-
tucked and robbed the neigliboring sta-
tions in bread daylight wherever the
objects of their plunder were not pro-
tected by revolverand gan. Bat, intho
snean timo, the missionaries had the joy
of sceing two of the natives converted.
still the results were, on the whole, so
sad and unsatisfactory that some of the
missionaries left the place, with a view
to lubor arong the scttlers. Those who
remained directed their efforts to the
gamo object, without losing sight of the
poor natives ; and Alissionary Gerler
wrote, in 1855, * I am convinced that
the time is not far distant when the
blacks will ery out, ¢ What must I doe to
be saved 2°"*  Farther efforts mado by
the English Church, ander the direction
of the encrgetic Archdeacon Hasle, of
Adelaide, wero put an end to by ihe
dyingout of tho natives. Of latertrials
and successes experienced in connection
with different churches and societies weo
will not now speak, but notice them as
cotemporary with the missions of the
Renewed Brethren's Church (Mora-
vians), of which it is car intentien to
speak in the next paper.

The cnumerzstion of all these failares
is very disconraging, yet it shows the
difficulties attending the work of evan-
gelizing this spoiled and degraded race.
Let us weirh these well, not forgetting
that by the grace of God they may be
surmounted and we haveastrong proof
of the necessity and duty of carrying
ca mission work, The faith and love
of Clristendom and of its messengers
c1n and shouw!d overcome, in spite of all
the opposition of tho servants of sin
and Satan. Still, in considering what
hos been and may still be said regard-
ing tho work in Australia, we must take
into account not oaly the sad state of
the natives, bnt also the baneful infla-
ence which has been excrcised upon
them by thousands of ungodly whites
daring tho last century. If contempt,
bad treatment, robbery, violence, and
murder arc connected with the idea of
the white man in the mind of the na.
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tive, is it to be expected that he will
make & distinction 1n fuvor of those few
who give themselves out as his friends ;
that he *vill put full confidencein them,
and accept their word, theiradvice, their
message? Will he not rather tuke ad-
vantage of their kindness and, by steal-
ing their goods, recompense himself for
whut has been teken from him? Sad
to say, that in Australia it is not the ob.
duracy of the aborigines but the hard-
heartedness of professing Christians
which bas been the greatest stumblling-
block in the way of the Gospel.

The Glad Tidings in Morocco.

BY JAMES EDWARD BUDGETT MEAKIN,
(For some yearacditorof the Timesf Moroced.)

It is only of late years that any sys-
tematic attempt has been made to bring
the Gospel before the people of Moroc-
co, though they live, 85 it were, at the
very doors of Eunrope. A small body
of missioneries are laboring among the
Moors. So far, however, only a very
small number have sufficiently sur-
mounted the inmitial difficulty of the
langnage—Arabic—to be able to do
much in the way of direct teaching or
coatroversy. But there are other ways
ia which the people may be reached,
such as by medicel treatment of the sick.

The benighted condition of Morocco
is such that the aims and objects of mis-
sionary laborers are not yot realizad, and
the Mohammedans cannot imagine that
eny one of their nomber could prove
himself weak enough in their faith to
seriously entertain eny other. Once
they become fully alive to the facts of
the case trouble and fierce opposition
may be expected.

Tho initial difficulty in dealing with
the Moors is their ntter self-satisfied-
ness and indifference to outside infla-
ences. What wasgood for their fathers
is good for them ; and they are brought
up so sure of a heaven of material bhss,
oven after a life of sin, provided that
they comply with certain forms, that
thoy seo no reason even to liston to the
emissarios of Christianity, Bu?, thank
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God ! thereare many who have listened,
and some among them who have obeyed
and been beptized, but these aro few
and weak, needing much instruction.

The next obstacle to the work is the
utterly erroneousideas possessed by the
Moors concerning Christianity and
Christisns. They believe, to begin
with, and often tell us so, that we wor-
ghip & woman as equal with God—a
most awful idea to such strict Unita-
rians as Muslims are, They say then
that we worship bread and wine as
God ; that we have introduced the
greater part of the history of Christ into
the Gospel, and that we have eradicated
evory prophecy sbout Mohammed ex-
cept John 14 : 26, which they declare
refers to that teacher. It is easy to see
whence these ideas come, but still more
sad to note what they judge from the
specimens of nominal Christians with
whom ihey have had to deal, to be
equally tenets of our religion. They
have no doubt that every good Chris-
tian gets drunk once a week or more
often if he can, and that it is their in-
variable rule to make up for only being
allowed one wife by supplies from the
streets. The wearing of a hat and the
eating of pork are looked upon as
equally essential to the Ghristian life,
and it is generally considered that dis-
honesty, venalism, and every abuse of
power are matters of course with the fol-
lowers of the Messiah.

¢ The difference between your way
and my way,” said an intelligent Moor
one day to & lady missionary, *‘is that
yours is hemmed in on eitherside by re-
strictions which must make your life
miserable, and you have nothing to
hope for, after all, for your heaven has
no earthly joys. 1y way, on the other
hand, leaves me room to do much as
I like in this world, and in the next the
pleasantest sins of this will be our law-
ful and continual plessures. Think of
that! Then, too, our lord Mohammed,
the messenger of God—the prayers of
God Ve on him, and pesce !—is so good

and powerful that, however wo may sin ’

against God now, so long as wo comply
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with certain religious duties which are
carefully definedin the ¢ BooktobeRead’
(the Quran), we are sure of eternal bliss I”

We who have lived in Morocco can
testify with oneaccord that this empire
is too stceped in sin to allow us to Iay
bare the trnth. Crime and misery
abound, and justiceis all but unknown.
Possessed of & beautiful country, ihe
Moors drag out an almost torpid exist-
ence without enjoying one tithe of the
blessings within their grasp. Such is
AMorocceo to-dey, and I do not hesitate
to give as the reason that it is a vietim
to the spell of Islam,

The difficulties to be met with are not
small nor few. The fear of the *‘ pow-
ers that be,” and the feeling that the
acknowledged convert must become an
outcast, cut off from his dearest friends,
and subject to biiter persecution in
proportion to his boldness in his new
faith, is a very serious maiter, and a
man's change of heart must be real and
thorough before he can be expected o
make an open profession with such re-
sults. Even when he has the example
before him of others who have stood
and suffered it is easier for him, Nev-
ertheless, thousands of Moors have
learned the difference between nominal
and real Christians, so mnch so, that
+while the name Nazarene ig still applied
to oll, the names Maseeah? and XKildbi
(Christian and Biblical) are now given
by them to the missionaries and their
fow sympathizers to distinguish them
from the others, Medical work among
them and the kindness shown to them
in many waysare steadily taking effect ;
and although few have como forward
from smong them, and after carefnl
toaching and exsmination kave becn
baptized, thexois a pleasurable certainty
thet afar greater number have the truth
planted in their hearts, that they know
tho way of salvation, and that but for
fear of man thoy would acknowledge it.
Wo must not think hardly of these woak
ones,

Bissop Haxymieron's Boxes,—It was
& remarksble Providence that enabled
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the Chuxch of England Missionary So-
ciety to recover the body of their maz-
tyr-Bishop Hannington, who was mur-
dered in Central Africa, ander circum-
stances that would have secemed to
forever preclude the possibility of his
receiving Christian barial at all, much
less the return of the remains to Chris-
tian Englend. The story has been most
vividly told, but now we have tho de-
tails of the way in which God's provi-
dence kept * all his bones.”’

It was with pecaliar interest that we
read the communication made by Rev.
R. H. Walker to the Church of Fngland
Missionary Society, in expianation of the
manner of tho recovery of Bishop Han-
nington's body. A strange interest will
hang around this story for a long time to
come. Little wonder that it has recalled
the story of tho Ark of the Lord turned
loose under Jivine supervision alone.
Mr. Walker wrote: ‘“When Bishop
Hannington was murdered, the same
dey his body was carried to another
place, because the people feared that the
dead body of a white man might bring
evil on them. But the people of the
next place refused to have it ; and s0 it
was carried from place to plece, each
refusing to allow it to remain in their
country. A coast man, who we under-
stand was one of Bishop Hannington's
porters, accompanied the corpse. A
last it reached a place on the boundary
of Busoga, or in the country of the
Bakeddi. Hers they sgreod to builda
house for it, and on a framework or bed-
stead, such as they make for smoking
meat and fish op, the bedy waslrid, and
left to decay. An agrecment was made
with tho coast man to live at this housa
and to take care of it, and in retarn the
people would give him food.

¢ To this place Marko, the messenger
from Mwanga to Mr. Jackson of tho
Imverial British East Airica Company,
came on his way with letters. He
gecms to have heard that the peoplo
there had experienced bad harvests and
drought of late years, and that they at-
{ributed this to the fact of their having
the white man’s bones ; and he suggest-
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ed that he wonld get rid of the bones by
taking them to the white man. He
passed the place twice, and I fancy it
was on the second journey that he took
the bones to Mr. Jackson.

“The sbove is in substance what
Marko says. Some of the details may
be incorrect.”

—The American Board bas rightfully
applied to Mr, Blaine for the protection
of American property interests in con-
nection with the newest outrages of the
Spanish authorities on the American
missions in the Caroline Islands. We
trust our Government will speak with
some vigor to that auachronism in mod-
ern civilization known as the Govern-
ment of Spain. It is little worth while
allowing this representative of an effcte
civilization tov be strutting with misused
authority in & remots corner of the
globe. At best, Spain is out of joint
with the times. She feedson memories
and mumbles beads; her battles zre
bull-fights and her victories aulos-da.f¢,
and she might as wall be relegated to
some museum of political antiguities.
Hes Mr. Blaine ever secured any indem-
nity for Mr. Doane, and will he now
call Spain into court for protection not
of missicrary, Lut of American inter-
ests?

—There is a tract entitled ““ Christisn
Women of North Chine to the Christian
Women of England =pon the Opium In-
iquity.” In thisthese Chinese Christian
women declare to all Europe, and to all
mankind, that“foreign opium in Chineis
agreaterscourgethan war or pestilence.”
These China Christians are taunted with
having adopted the religion of *‘the
foreign devils, who are making China
into & hell by their opiam ;'* and what
is worse, tho poor weak little Christian
Church in the Celestial Empire is well-
nigh decimated by the use of the drag.

—A collector of Bombay has among
his curiosities & Chinese god marked
¢‘ Heathen Idol,” and next toit isa
gold piece marked ‘¢ Christian IdoL"
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III.—EDITORIAL NOTES ON CURRENT TOPICS.

Russia is exciting no little criticism
and animadversion by her course toward
tho Jews and tho exiles in Siberia.
Lately the details have been published
of a horrible outrage upon a Jewish lad
nemed Rutenbexg, at Bialystok, about
one hundred miles from Warsaw, by a
Russian medical man, Dr. Gravonsky.
The boy, with some schoolmates, had
placked someapples off atreo and, being
caught :ntheact,was carried intoastable
where ke was brutally branded with
lunar caustic on the foreh:ad, chin, and
both cheeks with the words *“ Jew” and
¢t thief” in Russian, Polish, and Hebrew.
A photograph has been circulated show-

ing the horrible branding of this lad's .

countenance, and has awakened such in.
dignation that the authorities have
prohibited its sale or circulation.

Tge Hoxor Rorr of Wesloyan Meth-
odist and Methodist Episcopal mission-
aries is a very long and illustrious one.
Among Wesleyan Mathodists the name
of Thomas Coke stands pre-eminent. He
had a hold upon both continents, being
the first bishop of the Methodist Epis-
copnl Church under Wesley's commis-
sion. He died on the way to India.
He poured his private fortune into the
cause of missions. The Rev. John
Hunt will always have front rank for
work among the Fiji people. The Rev.
Elijah Hoole was fifty years in India.
Samuel Leigh won undying fame in New
Zealand, and Jobn Thomas in tho
Friendly Islan® .

From the Methodist Episcopal
Church, Melville Cox died in Africa.
George Bowen, of Bombay, was known
as ** Good GeorgoBowen.” Among the
living missionaries, William Butler,
founder of “‘wenty missions of this
church in India and Mexico, Bishop
Thoburn, of India, and Bishop William
Taylor, of Africa, are perhapg the best
known generally. Dr. 3Maclay, who
spent forty yesrs in China and Japsb,
ncw in his old age is professor in a the-
ological seminary in California, giving

special attention to the instruction of
missionaries. Miss Swain, M.D., was
the first woman madical wissionary to
Asia,

The ErocE oF ORGANIZATION scems 0
havecomo, Certainly in Christian work
tho organizations are both multiplying
and extending their bounds. Somo of
them have overleaped the limits of
States, denominations and even conti-
nents. For instance, ‘‘The Young
Men's Christinn Association,” ‘* The
Young Womon's Christian Temperance
Union,”” *‘“The Society of Christian
Endeavor,”” now enrolling one hundred
thousand mewmnbers, * The White Rib-
bon Army,” ¢ The Boys’ Brigade,”
“ The King’s Daughters,” *‘ The Shut-
in Society,’”” *‘Kitchen Gardeuns,”
‘‘ Guilds,” *‘ Christian Workers®’ Train-
ing Classes,” ‘‘Bible Corresponding
Schools,” ‘‘Parochial Associations,”
‘* Chautauaua Classes,” * Working-
men's Clubs,”” and others.

Our only apprehension is that theso
forms of Christian efiort and organiza-
tion may wean away from the churches
those whom they should attract to them,
may fail to acknowledge the supervis.on
of pastors and church officers, end es-
pecially may, in the pride of aumbers,
commit that fatal mistake of overlook-
ing quality in quentity

There are many Christian parents,
says the Church Missionary Infelligencer,
who are leading people in the Christian
world, who claim reserved seats at
crowded missionary meetings, and join
in congratulations over the increasing
number of candidates for missionary ser-
vice, but who willnot hear of their own
sons and daughters offering for that ser-
vico. What a rare jewel is consistency !

Among missionary books we feel con.
strained especially torecommend * Mis-
sionary Enterprises in the South Sea
Islands,” by John Williamsg, an edition
of which is published by the Presbyte-
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rien Board, 1334 Chestnut Street, Phil-
adelpiia, It was this remarkable book
which led the Bishop of Ripen to ex-
claim, when he laid it down, * This ig
the 29th chapterin the Book of the Acts
of the Apostles,” It is the storyof a
trinmphal progress. John Williams
moved ir every direction, 2000 miles
from the shores of Tahiti, and within 22
years, from 1817 to 1839, carried the
Gospe! to all the islands within that
radius, and saw not only some of those
islands, but whole groups of them, turn-
ing from idolatry to the living God.

Perhaps the most compendious ency-
clop=dia of missions which hes yet ap-
peared is thatentitled ** Conquestsof the
Cross,’”” by Edwin Hodder. It is pub-
lished by subscription, Cassell & Co.
being the publishers., Only two vol-
umes hare as yet reached my table, but
those two volumes far surpass anything
elge in the line of comprehensive mis-
gionary biography and history which I
have seen.

The Editor would again call attention
to ¢ Alden’s Manifold Cyclopedis,”
which has now reached volume No. 25.
Though not a distinctly missionary
book, we have found the articles in it
which pertain to missions to be exceed-
ingly helpfal and excellent in every re-
spect, and we are coming to regard this
choap and handy cyclopxdia as an
anthority.

Dr. S. A. Mutchmore, editor of the
Presbylerian, hns already publisked a
volame describing his travels in Eastern
Europe and Asia Minor. The second
volumo has now been isaned, ** The Mo-
gul, the Mongo), the Mikado and the
Missionary.””  These letters lave
alroady appeared to a large extent in
the Presbylerian, and for raciness, read-
ability, originality, and power to grasp
and present the most interesting mat-
ters of foreign travel, we know of noth-
ing published in modern times that sur-
passes thom. We commend them cor-
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dially to every rer.der who is intorostod
in missions,

e bave received from the publish
ers, Jumes Nesbit & Co,, London, & sopy
of & little work known as “ Oneo Hindu
—Now Christian,” edited by Dr, J, Mur-
ray Mitchell, our esteemed corrospond.
ent, It is the autobiography of & vory
admirable map, cne of the alijost and
most devoted Christians in Jndia, Bnbe
Padmanji. It is intensely intorosting,
and gives us a remarkable inxight into
the difficulties of a native aonvert in
India, and it shows how romarkably
useful & man may bo who {8 hrought
out of East Indis society into a thorough
espousal of the Gospel. My, I'ndmnnjl
has been the aunthor of abont seventy.
five books and tracts published by thae
Book and Tract Society of Bmmnbay,
Christian Vernacular Education Korlnty,
and others. If theretoany profits from
the book they aroto go to Mr, Padminnji
himself. We wish the book might ho
thoroughly circulated.

In March, 1887, certain papers ap.
peared in the Chrislian (Londun) on
the subject of ‘ Unemployed Nutivo
Agencies in Heathon Landw,” They
were by Hudson Taylor, Reginald Itad.
cliffe, and James E. Mathioxon, somn of
the most devoted students of minxions
to be found in the world, Thoso
brethren regard the raising up of n vaat
host of native converls, whoshall tnka up
this Gospel mission for their follow.
countrymen, as the only practienl wny
of reaching the nearly four hundred
nillions of native Chinesa, They con.
tend that a fow hundred Enropenn min.
sivnaries, not exceeding six hundrad,
do very little toward tho cvanyalization
of this great empire, and thiy quote Dr,
Nevius, who has been very succonsfnl
in the employment of smoh unpnid
agents. Rev. Donald Mnelver, of Kotth.
ern China, says that tha rapi fneronso
of converts has boen accomplishad, nnt
by Dr. Nevius's sermons, or thown of
his assistants, but by the simplo wit.
ness of the converts. Eight agenclos
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are at work in China {o accomplish its
evangelization. (1) Bible distribution ;
(2) tract distribution ; (3) chapel preach-
ing; (4) travslation and literary work ;
(5) schools ; (6) itinerations ; (7) med-
ical missions ; (8) work among women.
Dr. Nevius says, “I am disposed to
think that the number of conversions
dus to each of them would be found to
increase about in the order in which
they nre mentioned above; and that
the number traceable to them all to-
gether would be but a small fraction of
the whole, and that by far the greater
proportion is to be referred to private
social intercourse. That is certainly
our experience in the South of China.
Probably seven eighths of our member-
ship have been brought in, not directly
as the result of the preaching, either of
the European missionary or of the ap-
pointed Chinese evangelist, but simply
from private Christians telling to their
friends and neighborsabout the Saviour
they have found. Thisstato of matters
is, on the one hand, cause for thankfal-
ness, for the evidence it gives of the
roelity of the religion of these Chinese
Christians ; and it elso is full of hope
as to the future of Christ’s kingdom in
Chins. If every individual member of
the 30,000 Christians in China were a
true missionary, then the Middle King-
dom would soon he evengelized.

““ But it scems to meo that this state of
matters is full of important lessons for
all interested in the progress of the Gos-
pelin that land. We are to give most
atiention to the method God's Spirit nees
most. Wearenottogive up our preach-
ing tours, nor our distribution of Serip-
tures and tracts ; we are not to close
our hospitals and schools ; but wc, a8
foreign missionaries, should give most
attention to -the work of trainirg our
converls in the knowledge of Scripture,
develnping their gifts and graces, and
superinteniing and guiding their efforts
to bring to the truth their friends and
kindred.”

At the Universal Peaco Congress,
beld in London, David Dudley Ficld
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was presiding officer. It was a fit
cboico. Mr, Field’s ‘“ Draft Outlines of
an International Code’’ isregarded as an
authority. In it he favors arbitration
as to the disputes between nations by a
reference to disinterested parties. If
we may judge from appearances, the
time of Universal Peace is not very
near. All Europe seems rather prepar-
ipg 1or war.

An Anti-Slave.Trads Conference =at
at Brussels from November 18th, 1889,
to July 2d, 1890. Thabeneficial results
seemed liable to be frustrated by the re-
fusal of the Netherlands for a time to
sign the stipulations, The Congo Free
State must have a revenue if it is to re-
press the slave-irade, and this revenue
must come from a tariff on imports., Ali
tko cother powers and now also the
Netherlands have consented to this.
The Liverpool Chamber of Commerce at
first protested to the Government of
Great Britain against the signing of the
stipulations, but the Government nobly
replied that thesy duties wers levied
only in the interest of human rights.
Erery year it is said that foar hundred
thousand human beings are carried into
abject slavery from the Congo region.

A Hobrew-Christian Conference was
held in Chicago on November 24th and
25th Iast. This gathering has excited a
lively und extensive interest, as well it
might., The Conference seexs to have
been called mainly through the efforts
of William E. Blackstone, Esq., whose
interest in the Jews is kuown every-
where. Wo havaheard of no otker con-
ference in modern tiwes where Chris-
tinns and Jews have met together for
the friendly discussion of poinis of in-
terest and matters of differenco. The
audiences were very large, and someo of
the Jewish rabli were present and took
part, Itis very noticeable that in the
present timo the attention of all Chris-
tendom secins to bo drawn to God’san-
cient peonle. Our attention has been
called to tho fact that a somewhat sim-
ilar gathiering was held two hundred and
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forty years ago in the Plain of Ageds, in
Hungary, Some three hundred rabbis
met in this Council in a large tent, and
the discussion lasted seven days. Wo
anticipate only good resulis from a gath-
ering of this character. In all our ap-
proaches to the Jew, we have this great
advantage, that he is familiar with fuo
prophesies of the Old Testament con-
cerning Christ, tho Messiah, which haveo
been so remarkably folfilled in Chris-
tian history.

e have purposely abstained kereto-
fore from any reference to the startling
stories concerning Stanley’s rear guard.
The terrible revelation with regard to
the brutality of Barttelot and the cruelty
of Jaweson have caused to be applied
to this history the appropriate title of
¢The Africen Chamber of Horrors.”
The scheme for poisoning the nephew
of Tippoo Tib, tho statement that Ma-
jor Barttelot actually fastened his teeth
into tho flesh of a woman, and even
into her face, his fatal kick upon the
Loy Soudi, his fatal flogging of thelad
John Henry, whose ears he threatened
to cut off, and to whom he administered
three hundred lashes, his stabbing of
the chief Ungungs, etc., might easily
account for the sheoling of such a
human fiend as he showed himself,

The story of Jameson’s cruelty, buy-
ing a little girl with six cotton handker-
chiefs, causing her to be murdered,
cooked and eaten, tkat ho might have &
practical illustration of cannibalism,
and calmly taking six sketches with hig
Kodak to represent the stages of tho pro-
ceodings—all these things defy descrip-
tion and almost credence. It is oar
judgment that all these were acts of per-
sons virtuglly insane,; that thers is mo
possibilily of otherwise acconnting for
such atrocious cruelty and barbarity on
the purt of the representatives of a
Christian nation; we cannot belisvo
they were in their right mind ; and it
isa well-known fact that climatical in-
fluence, together with prolonged expo-
sure and privation, sometimes brings on
apeouliar type of insanity or monomania
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upon the part of persons not accustomed
to such surroundings. We think that
thig is the only charitable if not the
oaly possible explanation, and we pre-
fer to dismiss this horrible story with-
out further comment,

It scems now to be generally admitted
that the position taken by Dr. Lunn and
Rev. Hugh Prico Hughes asto Wesleyan
missions in India was a mistake. Dr.
Lunn had besn less than two years in
India, and wrote impulsively and iv lis-
creetly. Asto Mr. Hughes, hodid » ¢
know of the facts, except as obtained
through Dr.Lunn ; butasitwasin hispa-
per that Dr. Lunn's strictures were pub-
lished, Mr. Hughes acted as his second.
A competent committes has examined
the whole matter, and thrown consiger
able discredit npon Dr. Lunn's testi-
mony. This is another example of tho
fact that foreign missionary work will
bear even the sovere and searching crit-
icisms to which (it ;has been lately ex-
posed.

Wo regret to learn that 2L Saillens,
who has been one of Dr. McAll's prin-
cipal helpers in his French work, has
resigned connection with the AfcAll
missions, with which he has been con-
noected for seventeen years, This will
bo & great loss to the mission, but the
separation has beenmade in an entirely
friepdly cpirit on both sides, though it
was caused by some little differences of
opinion. From persoral acquaintance
with M. Saillens wo can test.iy thata
more accomplished and perfect gentle-
man we have not met, even among the
polite French people. Although he will
no longer bo a director or agent of the
mission, he will speck in tho Salles from
time to time.

Dr. McAll writes, *‘Our work gives
us much encouragement, both as to
numbers and evident seriousness. Wo
cannot enlarge; our resources do not
allow that, to our great regret. No an-
swer hes yet been received from r.
Loba, of Ralamazoo, Aich., who was in-
vited to join the work, and who scems
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especially ndapted to it from the fact
that be is a native of France."

Wo perhaps owe it to Dr. McAli to
say, with reference to an article which
appeared in this Review In July last, in
which tbe Editor indulged in some
friendly strictures on the mission, that
Dr. McAll remarks tbat he is ‘“not
prepared to express an absolute agree-
ment with what is there said respecting
the overtuxing of the workers. Witha
few exceptions of volurtery painstaking,
the requirementslaid upon our mission-
eries are not at all extreme. In the
case of somo of them, they undertake
other and ccllateral engagements, good
in themselves, but not favorable to fall
activity in the mission, and liable, to-
gether withats duties, to bring on over-
fatigue. Mr. Greig isa tremendously
hard worker, but does his work with
peculiar facility, and ina way quite vel-
antary.’”’ Dr. McAll confesses the over-
taxing of himself, especially since losing
two of his most valued helpers, bat
hopes for relief when an assistant is
obtained. Dr. McAll says that David
Paton, Esq., to whom we have already
referred, had given more than any other
contributor to the McAll work, probably
nearly if not quite six thousand pounds,
and that he left no money behind him,
but gave it all away duripg his lifetime.

Dr. McAll fnrther says, ** The * Bateau
Missionaire '—* Le Bon Messager,” wo
brought to Paris for about seven weeks,
ending inJuly. Certainly it was a gree!
success—moored at the Pont do Ia Con-
corde. On some Sundays we had four
meetings on board, the people waiting
anxiously to be admitted. It would
hold 160 or 180 1n the cabin. I think
that about eight hundred were there in
one day. To the close we kert ap four
meetings dady in all, I think the at-
tendance was about twenty-five thou-
sand. Never dad I have or sec greater
attention and respect—very many sero
intelligent,and many young Frenchmen.
Almost all never heard the Gospel be-
fore. The infidel anl worldly news-
papers tried to write the affair down,
even inserted pictures of the ship and
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congregation, bub all this sexved as gra-
tuitous advertisoment, and saved us all
outlay on this head, Oneo paper, Je
Rappel, suggested that as soon as the
ship would Le towed away from Paris,
we shouid hire a balloon, and so have
our hearers part way to lieaven to begin
with.”

The announcerent has been made at
the Wesleyan Mission House, in Lon-
don, that the Rev. Alexander McAulay
has suddenly died at Sumerset East,
Cape Coiony. He was an ex-President
of the Wesleyan Conferen~e, on an evan-

gelistic tour among the Wesleyan
churches in South Africa. He wasin
bis seventy-third year. 3Aore then

thirty years ago he began work in the
East End of London, where he spent
fourteen years, beginning witha congre-
gation of eighteen persons ; in ten years
he built four large chapels, cach scating
1000 persons, besides organizing other
enterprises. He bhad siso during thae
past ten years visited the West Indies,
where he exercised a most helpful re-
vival inflaence. Such a man cunnot Lo
other than missed in the great mission
work of the world.

In the (hristian (London) for Decem-
ber, Mrs. Grattan Guinness gives a long
and critical examination of General
Booth's book, * In Darkest Engiand.”
She especially calls attention to many
existing agencies which in his book
are entirzly overlooked, and the Chris-
{ian edds that Mrs. Meredith, with her
Prison Alission to Women, and Mr,
Georgo Hatton, with bis coadjator, Ar.
Wili‘ara Wheatley, long before led the
way into this philanthropy, and that the
Salvation Army is indebted for its meth.
ods to tho plans which they have been
following. The C(hrislian mentions
Georgo Holland, of Georgoyard, whose
work is like the waters of Siloah, that
fiow softly ; then there comes to mind
a multitnde of names, each of which
awakens memories of orphans housed
and homed, or girlsrescued, or, still bet-
ter, preverted ; of work of overy con-
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coivable kind for the glory of God and
forthegood of men, Miss Macpherson,
Archibald Brown, F. N. Charrington,
Henry Hill, William Cuff, Dr. Stephen-
son, Peter Thompson, Miss Steer, Miss
Child, Evans Hurndall, J. W. Atkinson,
Christian Commanity, Strangers’ Rest,
Seamen’s Missions, 3rs. Birt in Liver-
puoi, William Quarrier in Scotland, and
ipnumerable others all through :he
land. Pos‘tively one’s heart aches to
taink of the noble army of God's ser-
vants who serve Him and sce His face in
the squalid paxts of our gresat cities, who
are, for the moment at least, forgotten
by meny of the churches, and by indi-
vidual donors accustomed to contribute
to their funds.

Notwithstanding these statements, it
geems to us that General Booth’sscheme
ounght to have a full and fair trial. We
belicve that if it be not entively success-
fui, it may at least lead the way to n
larger and roore prominent work for the
poor not only of London, but of all our
great cities.

A young man’s guild hes been formed
in connection with the Church of Scot-
land, and the ninth annual convention
of delegates met in Hamilton, Scot-

.nd, from the 5th to the 7th of October
last. Delegates were present from all
parts of the country, even from the Ork-
neys. The membersbip of the Guild
ombraces aloat fwenty thousand, with
over five hundred branches, extending
from Montreal to Ceylon, This Guild
is marked with peculiar missionary zeal ;
nn loss than eleven of the Church's mis-
sionaries have gono through this Guild.
Wo have seldom read with greater in-
terest tho account of any similer mect-
ing. The Town Hall on October 7th
was crowded to overflowing. AMx. Camp-
bell, M.P,, pi. .dled, and among the
speakers were Proicssor Charteris, Dr.
Marshall Lang, Mr. Hoxier, M.P., Mr.
Parker Smith, M.P., Mr. Somexville,
M.P., and Rev. Archibald Turnbull,
B.D, Darjeeling. Tive Guildsmen
have, during the past year, gone into
the mission field.
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Mr. Silas Farmer, of Detroit, Mich.,
gives the following reasons why we
should be specially interested in mis.
sions to the Chinese. First, the an-
tiquity of the nation and the intoresting
poculiarities of the people and the coun-
try. Secondly, the peculiar and friend-
1y feeling toward America and Ameri.
cans, Third, the debt which America
owes to Chinamen for labor in this coun-
try, notwithstanding the persevcution to
which they have been subjected.
Fourth, women especially should be in-
terested because of what the Chineso
women are, and becaunse of what we ob-
tain from China. Fifth, the unusually
favorablo conditions for missionary
effort. Sixth, the unusnally large field
which Clkina presents for missionary
labor.

Lord Tolseloy believes that the
Chinese are the coming nation, that the
great battlo of Armegeddon will take
place between the Chinese and the Eng.
lish-speaking people ; that a general is
to arise among them who will train them
inthe science of arms and prepare them
for a great assault upon the Russian
Ewmpire. The Chinese aro capable Jof
wonderful endurance, have a stolid in-
difference to death, and he prophesies
that before them Russia will fall ; that
then they will overrun India, aweeping
the British into the sea, and at last Eng-
lish, Americans, etc., will rally for a des-
perate conflict. Lord Wolseley is an
authority on military matters in Brituin.
Whether or not he is a prophet remains
to be seen.

The compression of ladies’ feet in
China is merely a mark of gentility.
Various accounts are given of the origin
of this custom. Oneis thatanemperor
was jealous of his wife, and to prevent
her from gadding abroad put her feet
into iron stocks. Another is that & cer-
tain empress, Tan-ke (B.c. 100), was
born with clab feet, and that she caused
tho emperor to issue an edict adopting
her foot as the model of beauty, and re-
quiring the compressing of female in-
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fants’ feet s0 as to conform to tho imperi-
al standard ; whilea third account isthat
the Emperor Leyuh (a.p. 961} was amus-
ing himself one day in his palace, when
he thought he might improve tho ap-
pearance of the feet of a favorite con:u-
bine. He caused her feet to be so bent
as to raise the instep into an arch, to
resemble the new moon. The figure
was much admired by the courtiers,
who soon began to introduce it into
thoir families. It is said that another
emperor, two hundred years later,
placed a stemp of the lotus flower
(water-lily) on thesole of the small shoe
of his favorite concubine, so that at
every step she took sheleft on the ground
tho printof the flower ; henco girls with
small feet are complimented at the pres-
ent day as ‘‘ the golden lilies.” The
operation of bandaging and compress-
ing the foet is very painful ; children
cry very much under it. MMortification
of the feet has been known to result
from the cruel practice. Custom, how-
ever, imposes it as a necessary atirac-
tion in a woman. An cld gentlemen at
Canton being asked ihe reason why he
bandaged his daughter’s feet, replied
that if she had large fcet she could not
mako a good marriage.

A ** Heavenly Foot Society” hes been
formed by Chinese women at Amhoy.
Rev. John Alncgowen, missionary at
Awhoy, now in England on ¢ isit, in a
speech dolivered at Manchester recently
stated that the Sociely was the result of
his persistent teaching that the Chincse
custom of binding the feot was in open
violation of tho precopts of the Gospel.
It is his belief that the examplo will be
extensively imitated, and that the final
result will bo n death-blow to the bar-
Darous practice.

Rev. B. C. Henry says, with regard to
the wearing of native Chineso costumes
by the missionsriesin China : ** Chinese
dress too often means a Chinese house,
pure and simplo, and native furniture,
native utensils, native food. These,
when necessity requires, may bo cheer-
fully endured for & time, but {o bo vol-
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untarily chcsen as a permanent order of
things implies either a very imperative
call of duty or a great lack of prudence.
The duty may and very often does ex-
ist, and then tho course adopted can-
not be tco highly commended. DBut
ecopomics have a place in missionary
life as well as elsewhere, and there is
certainly a very terrible waste of vital
energy in this mode of life. Men may
endure it, as soldiers ondure the hard-
ships of the camp or the march, but it
is cruelly hard for the ladies. One has
but to look at many of the ladies at the
Conference t~ see that they were mere
shadows of their former selves, their
heroic spirits not being proof egeinst
the physical and mental trials of such &
life. The statisticsof the great society,
whose namo is synonymous with the
highest consecration and seclf-abnegs-
tion, show a terrible sacrifice of precious
materinl, It is said fhat one half of
those who enter China under its aus-
pices raturn within two years, either to
their homeluand on carth or to tho home
above, and that the average term of ser-
vice for the whole body is only threo
and a half years. The policy which
leads to this alarming sacrifice must be
backed by the strongest arguments of
necessity before it can be fully justified.”

The Habitations of Oruelty.

Bishop Crowther, speaking of the
Niger zegion, says : * About four days
Pboforo our arrival at Obambele, an old
rich woman died and was buried. The
procecdings of the buriel wero stated as
follows : When the grave was dug, two
femnle slaves wore taken, whose limbs
were smashed with clubs. Being un-
able to stir, they wero let down into the
grave, yeb alive, on the mat or bed on
which the corpse of themistress was laid,
and scresned from sight foratime. Two
other female slaves were laid hold oa
and dressed up with best clothes and
coral beads, This being done, they
wero led and paraded sboui the town
to show tho public tho servants of the
rich dead mistress whom thoy would
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attend in the world of spirits. This
was done for two days, when the un.
fortunate victims were teken to theedge
of the grave, and their limbs were &lso
smashed with clubs, and their bodies
1aid on the corpse of their mistress, and
covered up with earth while yet alive.
o can only imagine what would be the
feeliugs of these unfortunate victims,
Some of the Bonny converts attempted
to rescue these last two females by &
large offer of ransom tc buy ballocks for
the occasion, but it was refused them.
Can there be any doubt as to the urgent
necessity of sending Christian teachers
among this poor ignorant people, who
are slaves to Satan, and yet glory intheir
shame?  After these atrocious deeds
wore performed, volleys of trade can.
nons were fired for days in honor of the
dead. X counied ten of theso cannons
in the street opposite the house of the
dead, about four or six pounders ench.”
From Bolobo, Congo Free State,
an English Baptist missionary writes :
* Qur neighbor’s wife died ; « man and
woman were killed, so that sho might
not go sloneinto the spirit world. Her
spouse was then wound np in cloth, and
wrapped round end round with pieco
after piece until it made n big barrel
shaped bundle two yards long and one
in diameter. Hoaring that two more
victims were to bo sacrificed on the day
of the funersl, I determined at least to
put in a protest, and, together with
Aiss Silvoy, arrived on the scenc just
as the executioner was carrying the
young woman to the grave, at the mounth
of which the young man who was to be
hercompanion in misery was bound and
ready for the last act—thet of being
placed in the grave in 2 sitting position
and buried alive, with the corpse sup-
ported on their knees. It was, indeed,
a sad sight to sce a couple of well-built
young people, with fine, intelligent
faces, woeping bitterly at the prospect
of a cruel death and making their mnte
appeals for help.”

Tho Chrislian Intelligencer of New
¥ork has started a symposinm on
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foreign missions, addressing requests to
ministers in different parts of the
Church to write briefly on some aspect
of foreign missions and the Charch’s re-
sponsibility. The first series in the
symposiam appeared on December 10th,
discussing the supreme motive of mis-
sions—the prayer, ‘“Thy Kingdom
Come’'—the Missionary—the Mission-
ary obligations—the nced of consecra-
tion—the debt to missions, and the
necessity for a full presentation of the
facts. The idea is a good one, and
might be well imitated in other quar-
ters. 'We must not only strike while the
iron is hot, but make it hot by striking.

t is no small gratification to the ed-
itor to havoe received from France a copy
of ““La Crise des Missions,” which is
& translation into the French langunage
of the ‘‘ Crisis of Missions.”” The ed-
itor supposes himself to be descended
from the Huguenots, his original nzme
having been Pierro, the Fremch for_
Peter ; afterthe expulsion of the Hugue-
nots and their arrival in England, it be-
came very natural thai the next genera-
tion should be known us Pierre-son, or
Pierson, Peterson being another form of
the snme name. Having his little book
transleted into the French langaage at
this crisis of foreign missions, ho {feels
as though he were like a son, bringing
to his old mothera tribute of filiel love.

An aged clergymen met o mon who
was declaiming ageinst foreign mis-
sions. ¢ Why,” asked the objector,
‘“doesn’t the Church look after the
heathen at home?’ ¢‘Obh, we do,”’
suid the clergyman, gietly, kanding the
man himself a tract.

One of the singular revenges of his-
tory is noted in tho fact that the first
stono of {he monument erected to the
moemory of tho missiobary Johm Will-
isms, who was cruelly killed in the
South Sea Islands, was Jaid by the son
of tho man who slew him.
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The Land of the Asztecs,

—Between the southern limits of
California, New Mexico, Arizona and
Texas, on. the one side, and the conti-
nent of South America on the other,
there stretches an irregular triangle of
land which, from a breadth of eighieen
hundred miles, gradually tapers down-
ward to a narrow isthmus less than fifty
miles from sea to sea.

The upperand much the larger part of
this triangular countryis Aexico, ®hich
dips down into the great waters of tho
Gulf like the arched head and neck of a
camel. Below it lies Central America,
in shape somewhat like a half square,
bisected at its disgonal and resting its
base lino on the Pacific.

This country of Mexico is, from every
point of view, one of the most interest-
ing in the world. In physical features
it is very remarkable, having the capac-
ities and possibilities of an occidental,
tropicul paradige. The Tropic of Can-
cer divides Mesico into two nearly
equal parts, one of which lies on the
Temperate, the otheron the Torrid Zone.
On the westemn coast is the long, narrow
gulf of Californin, seven hundred miles
in length, famous for its pearls, and
once known as tho Vermilion Sea, from
its reddish hue ; on the eastern side the
Gulf Stream hes its mysterious fountain.

The configuraiion of the couniry is
peculiar, A vast plateaun, with a series
of table-lands varying in elevation from
six thousand to ecight thousand feet,
dotted with volcanis cones, forms tho
great bulk of the interior; and this
plateau abruptly descends towsard the
Pacific, while it gently slopes to the
broad lowlands which border the Gulf.
Such a country must present all varie-
ties of climate. A fow hours’ journey
cnables the traveller to pass from torrid
heats to the frigid realms of ice and
snow. Thero are threo distinct and
well-defined climatic zones, with cor-
responding varieties of florn and fauna.
Within a range of five hundred miles

in either direction may bo found all the
featnres of a continent.

Historically, this country is equally
interesting. Here is the colossal
museum of American antiquities.
Cortes’ conquest of Mexico dates back
nearly four centuries ; yet this era is com-
parativelymodern. Farback beyond the
Spanish invasion, into the dim distance
of prehistoric times, stretches Mexican
civilization, the monuments of whose
unique, antique grendeur even now are
among tho wonders of the world. For
example, there is the Teoccali of Cho-
luba, its four stories coinciding with the
cardinal points of the compass, its base
more than fourteen hundred fect square,
its summit rising to a height of ono
hundred and sixty-four feet. Though
undoubtedly built as a temple or grand
alfar, it was also, like the Pyramid of
Cheops, a sepulchre ; and a square sep-
ulchral chamber has been found with.
in, having no egress, and supported by
cypress wood. In it were idols of
basalt, caricus vases and two skeletons.
At Mitla, in Oaxaca, have been discov-
cred very unique ruins, palaces with
quaint, arabesque ornaments ; a vast
hell, whose ceiling is borne up by six
porphyry columns, thelike of which are
not elsewhere to be found in this hem-
isphere, and which bear the marks of
tho primitive days of art.

Politicaily, the country of Mexico
wields 2 peculier fascination over the
student of political history. Ina double
senso this is a Iand vf earthqnakes end
volcanoes. Freaquent and violent social
uphearvals charncterize itsannals. From
the conquest, about 1522, until now, it
has enjoyed little respito from these po-
litical eruptions and revolations, After
oxactly three centuries of Spanish dom-
ination, in 1822, it becamo for o short
time an independent State under an
emperor ; in 1824 it was constituted a
Federal Republic, but afterward cameo
under military dictatorship. In 1iS62,
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by French interventien, it hecame sub-
juct to the sovereignty of an Austrian
prince, and then again became a Repub-
lic. Thero is no social stability ; quiet
is but the interval between cruptions
and explosions.

The population is of a mixed hetero.
geneons character, composed of every-
thing, but compacted into nothing ; and
this is oneo secret of social disquiet.
The whites of Spanish descent, celled
creoles, constitute at once ap oligarchy
end a landed aristocracy. Thero isa
much larger body of mixed Spanish and
Indianp blood who count themselves
among tho whites, but are not of pure
lineago. Indians form the bulk of the
population, and their abject poverty re-
duces them to practical slavery. With
this mixed mass are fuarther mingled e
few negroes, and everywhere may be
found the mostizos, with their varieties,
the zambos, mulatioes, terzerons, and
quadroons. Add tosll these the numer-
ous foreigners, especially French and
German, and you have the body politic,
which throughout, like tho feet of Neb-
uchsdnezzar’s image, isof clements that
refusa to assimilate and combine, out-
wandly mixed but not mingled.

The Mexican religion is well symbol-
ized by the Teoccali, to which we have
xlready referred. The cleveied summit-
platform onco sacred fo the Aztec
deities now bears aloit a chapel to the
Virgin. Another rece has succeeded it
and supplanted tho Aztec ; 5o another
religion, with its new deities, saints, and
sacrifices has reared its very shrine on
the temple platform of a more ancient
superstition. Yet down beneath the
corrupt Romanism of Mexico, we find
tho old relics of an abandoned faith.

That ancient Aztec religion was a
strauge mixture of countless deities and
deifind passions and cannibal cruel-
ties, That huge round block of red
porphyry in tho museum of the City of
Mexico, once the capsione of the great
pymamidal temple, was once the bloodi-~
est slono of sacrifice known on earth.
Its sido bears graven records of horrible
crueltisg, and it is said that every year
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twenty thousand victims wero slaugh-
tered upon it. The papal religion has
been Torced upon the people, but it has
scarcely lifted them above the level of
these old rites and superstitions. To
keep themn down and keep them under,
it was necessary to leave them in that
igmorance which is the mother of super-
stition and tfo cater {o their vices.
Henco to-day seven eighths of the pop-
ulation cannot read or write. Alarriage
has snnk info concubinage. The Bible
is almost an upknown book, and the
nama of Jesus is inseparable from that
of Jesuit. With a drunken and disso-
late priesthood for teachers and exem-
plars, with the very churches and con-
vents identified with extortion and
licentiousness, the drift of societ has
Deen toward atheism on the one hand
and the indifference of religioas rpathy
on the other : while tho more abject poor
end oppressed lowor-classes, pulverized
bencath the millstone of social tyranny
£nd slavery, are only waiting for oppor-
tunity to feed their resentment. The
only power thet can remould sucha pop-
alation is the pure Gospel of Christ
Notwithstending tho sway of a nominal
Christianity, Mexicoisssmuche field for
Protestant missions as China or Africa

This population of over ten millions,
with a score of cities hasing each over
20 000 inhabitants, lies on our borders,
our next-door neighbor. Contact thero
must be, and it must be more closo and
frequent, 2s modern enterprise is so rap-
idly annihilating space and time, and
pushing railwaysand telegraphs through
the heart of tho land of tho Aztecs.
Lacking s river system and good harbors,
Mexicen commercs naturally floats to
our poris. Awaking to the superiority
of our civilization, Mexican society be-
gins to court closer fellowship with our
institutions. Now is tho turn of tide
in the affairs of thisneighboring nation.
Whether avarice and ambition shall
conquer Mexico in the interests of trade
and traffic, or the spirit of tho Gospel
shall impel Iaborers to till these oponing
fiolds for Christ, is the pivotal issue of
the hoar.
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Forty-four years ago, in 1847, in con-
nection with an unjustifiable war, the
United States troops invaded Mexico,
but they bore in their knapsacks that
blessed book of God, which thus by the
strange fate of war found iis way into
the Aztec land. The furrows ploughed
by ceannon were strange furrows in
which to sow the sced of the Kingdom.
Yet so it was, Then seven years later,
Miss Melinda Rankin, in Brownsville,
Texas, just across the border, a few
miles from Matamoras, set up her sem-
inary. The revolution of 1857-8 open-
ing Mexico to Protestant missions, Mr,
Thompson, agent of the Bible Society,
crossed the Rio Grande to Matamoras
in 1860 ; and that heroic woman, Miss
Rankin, followed in 18645, and in 1865
porsonelly raised in our country the
$15,000 to push on her pioneer work,
herself training and sending out native
colporteurs. In 1866 she began work
at Monterey, and six years later the
Presbyterian Genersl Assembly formally
took up dexico as a mission field. In
September of that year a pioneer band
of seven, Rev. Messrs. Pitkin, Phillips,
Thompson, with their wives, and Aliss
Ellen P. Allen, took ship from New
York and went straight to the Mexican
capital, There they found alarge body
of peoplo prepared for organization into
Protestent communities, and in Jan-
uary, 1873, Rev. M. N. Hutchinson and
wife took charge of the work. Dauring
the same year Zacatecas became vo the
northern what Mexico city was to the
southern Ststes, the cvangelical and
evangelizing cenire, and from theso
points evangelism radiated. .

The methods of work weroe simple
and effective. TProtestant worship, with
Scriptursl ordinances and sacraments,
Christian schools, Bible teaching, evan-
golical hymnology and the education of
o native ministry w:re the seven-fold
secrets of success. Of course these de-
voted men and women had to breast
opposition and sometimes dare and bear
persecution. In the outbreak in Aca-
pulco in 1875, soveral persons lost their
lives, and the work for a while stood
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still in the State of Guerrero, until Ma-
thilde Rodriquez went with her Bibles
and tracts and anointed tongue to the
homes of the people. Eight years ago,
Rev. J. Milton Greene went with Rev.
Procopio Dinz, and found a welcomo
agein in Guerrero. Within seven weeks
they held thirty-two services, estab-
lished six churches and thirteen congre-
gations, and baptized two hundred and
eighty converts,

There were similar signs, elsewhere
in Mexico, of a breaking down of the
barriers of ages. When Mr. Forcada
entered Zilacuaro twenty-four years ago,
he found that for six years Bibles and
tracts hed been making ready the paths
of the Lord. A Mesican had opened =
bookstore and taken with him four hun-
dred Bibles and alarge lot of tracts, and
had sold or given away the entiro stock.
The circulation of the blessed word of
God had proved a similar John the
Baptist in Tabasco, preparing the wey
of the Lord.

Thetrue policy of missions in Mexico
is to raise up nn efficient native ministry
to whose charge the churches may be
entrusted. In the theological seminery
at San Luis Potosi, this training work
is carried on. The girls’ boarding-
school, in charge of Miss Snow for five
years, passed into the hands of Miss
Bartlett, when Aliss Snow became Mrs.
Hamilion. Twenty-five pupils were hero
gathered.

The fact that even figures sometimes
lio is illustrated in the xeports of the
statistics of the Alexican field. The re-
duction in the number of converts and
church-members reported by the Pres-
byterians, for example, led some to de-
precinte the work and even to affirm
thatit was going backward. Butat first
sll baptized persons were classed with
communicants, and so reported ; but
according to Presbyterinn usage else-
where, the lists of bapiized children
have been separated from those of com-
muning members, and the latter only
reported. The factis that, instead of o
laxgo loss, there has been & total gain of
ten per cent over and abovoe all reduc-
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tions and losses by death, and the work
isgrowing both in interest and prowise.

It is very difficult to give any fairly
accurate photograph of the present con-
dition of missions in Mexico, Before
" what is written can be putin type, the
whole condition may lLave undergone
sach change s to demand a revision if
not reconstruction of the report. At
the time of the Jubilee Report of the
Presbyterian Board of Foreign Missions,
they had a total force of eighty-nine
Isborers, of whom fifty-six were native
preachers, teachers or helpers, twenty-
one licentiates, and four women. There
were ninety churches, with 4314 com-
municants, and a gain of one sixth dur-
ing the year. Over six humidred pupils
were gathered in schools. This repre-
sents but one denomination.

Some reference ought to bo adiled as
to Benito Juarez, the Mcxican Presi-
dent, and the descendant of the Toltee
race. Educated by a wealthy family, he
becawe distinguished in the law, and
afterward, as a politician of most liberal
ideas, went from the positicn of justice
of the peace to presiding judge. In
1%46, at tho age of 39, he was made
deputy to tho Constitutional Congreas
in Mexico City. He was prominent in
the administration of the famous manas
muerlas, whereby tho clergy had to
furnish a loan to pay war expenses in
the ccnflict with the TUnited States.
Then for four years he was Governor
of Oajaca. During tho period of peace
hLe opened rords, built up schools, re.
formed finances, and left the public
treasury enriched when he retired from
the government. Aiter baing banished
under Sania Anns, in 1453, he spent
time in Havana and New Orleans, and
in 1855 joinoed Alvarez, whom he ac.
compnnied to Cuernavecs, wherehe rep.
Tesented hisnative State in the choice of
& temporary President for the Repablic,
Alvarez being selected, Juarez was made
Minister of Jrstice. To him was due
tho Ley Juarez, the law abolishing the
privileges of the clergy and the army.
Gennral Comonfort, who became Al-
varez’s substitute in December, 1855,
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made Juarez Governor of Oajaca. livcvo-
lution having broken oat there, his
position was very diflicult, but he not
only reduced chaos to order, but sent
out armed furces to cffect pacification
elsewhere in the Republic.  In 1857 he
wus made Constitutional Governor of
QOnjacs ; then in November, 1857, Presi-
dent Comonfort made him Secretary
of St:.te, and afterward he Lecams Presi-
dent of the Supreme Court of Justice.
In Junuary, 1858, hie beceme ex-cfficio
Constitutional President of Mexico, by
the withdrewal of Comonfort. To him
Mexico owes a great deht. He secured
recogpition from the Tnited States.
In 18560 he drove Miremon, his rival,
from Mexico ; then, entering the capital
in 1561, ke was formally elected ™resi-
dent for four years, and exeente. ith
great severity tho decrecs against the
clergy, by the confiscation of church
estales. He was governur when France
invaded the country and put Meximilian
into power. In 1865 this ill-fated prince
isstued his fatal Jdecres declaring the re-
pablic extinet, and sentencing to death
all Juarists taken in arms. Though
the term of Juarezbhiad expired, the bold
Toltee ixsued 8 proclamstion that he
should hold office until the driving «at
of invaders should make possible a new
clection. The United states now in-
terposed, our own Civil War being at an
end, and in 1866 Napcleon withdrew
his troops, and dMaxiniliza was shot in
1867, Juarez probably would bave been
unable to prevent his sed end, as it was
judged by court-martial ajust reprisalior
his guerilla mnde of warfare on Mexico.

After o ten yesrs' struggle, in which
Joarez had Lield up the standard of the
republic ageinst freason at home and
armed intervention from abroad, he was
again elected President, and died still
in office, June I1sth, 1572, Ho was an
honest reformsr and a man of states-
manlike ability. He is believed to have
done more than any other man of his
genemtion to deliver Mexiro irom the
despntism of & cxrrapt papal chureh
and open the way for the Protestant re-
lizion and republican freedom:.
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V.—GENERAL MISSIONARY INTELLIGENCE.
The Scandinavian Mission in ‘Liverpool, by Rev. James Johnston, Bolton, England.

No lack of e¢ncouragement is sup-
pliel by the publication of the mnine-
teenth annual report of the Scandi-
navian Mission in Liverpool, to sailors,
cmigrants, and others who chiefly hail
from Northwestern Eurcpe. Last year
marked the fifth anniversary of the
opening of Gustaf Adalf’s Church in
the famous English shipping port. The
organization has the cordial aid of sev-
eral prominent Liverpool citizens. Its
committee further includes the Swedish
and Norwegian, Danish and Russian
Consuls, and the most influcntisl mem-
bers of theresident Scandinavians, As
in previous years, the work has been
continned among the mariners and
American-bound emigrants without in-
terruption. The services of the year
1589 number 331—averaging from six to
nine services weckly—and the attend-
nnce in tho aggregate to 31,000. Day
1y day the pastorsand laymen have vis-
ited the ships, boarding-houses, Sailors’
Hone, emigrant houses, and hospitals,
inviting th: wayfarers to the services,
comforting the sick, and distributing
religions hooks and tracts, During the
year the British and Foreign Bible So-
ciety presented the society with 2500
Gospels. Theo spacious reading-room
in the hasement of the church, which is
provided with admirable supplies of
newspapers and religious literature, has
become an appreciated qnarter for rest,
conversation, and general knowledge.
When it is reported that 549 Scandi-
navian vessels dropped anchor last year
in the Mersey no greater proof of the
ne~d of the mission is required. For
the maintenance of this remarkably sue-
ressini nndertaking the Hon. Treasurer,
Mr. C. Brodersen, 10 South Castle
Street, Liverpnol, will gratefully ac-
knowledge the donations of friends
whether ia Europe or America. DPastor
O. Heden has been assisted in his min-
istrations by Pastor J. A, Axelson and
Mr. A. Anderscn Hetland.  Oceasionally
help has Leen volunteered by Testor

Kjaldstrom, of Hull, aud Pastor Snell-
man, of London, who have conducted
services in the Finnish tongue. This
brief record of what is Leing accom-
plished yearly for thousandsin the great
port of Liverpool, who would otherwise
be spiritually destitute, constitutes the
most cloguent appeel for assistance.

Organized Missionary Work and Statis-
tics. Edited by Bev. D, L. Leonard,
Bellevue, 0,

—The Chins Inland Mission sent out
no less than 59 missionaries in 1890, of
whom 32 wero unmarried women. The
number sent the year before was 53.
These toilers represent various societies,
such asthe Swedish, the Norwegian, the
German Alliance, and the Bible Chris-
tian missions.

—The number of wissionary stations
in Africa now excoeeds 500. There aro
400,000 converts, and the number is in-
creasing et tho rate of about 25,000 a
year. Within five years more then 200
natives have suffered martyrdom for
their faith,

—It is stated that not one in 10,000
of the Chinese have yet hoard of the
Savionr of mankind. The province of
Shen-si, which possesses 83 walled cities,
has %6 withont a missionary. Another
province has 56 such cities, axd 54 ut-
tesly unreached by ths true Light. Nine
other provinces of the empire are equal-
1y destitate.

--The Freo Church of Scotland had
last year 181 branch stations; 51 or-
dained European missionaries ; 14 or-
dained nnatives ; 10 licentiates ; 8 med-
ical missionaries ; 3 native physicians ;
23 malo end 35 fcmale teachers ; 15 lay
evangelists and masters of industrial
Jdepartments; 625 native helpers; 42
native churches ; 620 communicants ;
26,526 pupils in &chools of all grades,

—The X. M. C. A. is spresding all
over the world. There are now formed
upward of XX} associations, and of
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theso 1000 aro in papal lands, and nearly
300 in Mohammedan and heathen coun-
tries. Therearo21 in Indiaand Ceylon,
12 in Tarkey, 6 in Syris, 12 in Africa, 5
in Chins, 7 in Persia, and 200 in Japan,
Thero are going to be openings in every
quarter for the young men who havea
fitness for secretaries and evangelists in
connection with these aseociations.

—Statistics of the Lutheran Church,
gathered by the Rev. J. N. Lenker, of
Leadville, Col., show in Europe a total
of 22,980 ministers, 29,644 churches, and
43,133,696 baptized members ; in North
America, 4710 ministers, 7964 churches,
and 6,711,500 baptized members. In.
cluding the statistics of Oceanica, South
America, Africe, and Asis with those
already given, he makes the grand total
in the world of 25,406 ministers, 35,381
churches, and 50,061,280 baptized mem-
bess.

——Methodism in this country has over
four and a balf million members, led by
over 30,000 preachers ; Baptists nearly
four million followers, led by over 28,000
ministers ; Presbyterianism, & million
snd p half, led by & ministry of 11,500 ;
besides a host of smalier denominations,
and & band of Sabbath-schools scholars
numbering over nine millions. In the
whole couutry there is a gain to the
Christian churcues the psast year ci
1,089,853 members, 4367 ministers, and
8494 churches.

—Statistics of the entir» membership
of tho Mothodist Episcopal Church,
South, are given as follows : Georgia,
132,606 ; Texas, 126,884 ; Tennessce,
114,351 ; Noxth Carolina, 111,630 ; Vir-
ginia, 108,341 ; Alabama, 88,702 ; AMis-
souri, 82,933 ; Eentucky, 80,685 ; Mis-
sissippi, 72,203; Arkansas, 69378;
South Carolina, 67,004 ; West Virginia,
24,779 ; Louisiana, 23,269 ; Florids, 23,-
044 ; Maryland, 10,866 ; Indian Terri-
tory, 8130 ; California, 7491 ; Ilinois,
6361 ; Kansas, 2803 ; QOregon, 1569;
Colorado, 1138 ; Indians, 1104 ; District
of Columbia, 772 ; New Mexico, 542 ;
Montana, 456 ; Washington, 342; Ne-
braska, 300 ; Arizona, 225 ; Idalo, S0.
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To which add Brazil Mission, 305 ; Cen-
trul Mexican Mission, 1650 ; ¢'lnna As-
sion, 348 ; Mexican Border Mission,
1438 ; bishops, 8 ; travelling preachers,
4862 ; grend total, 1,177,150.

—Though the Salvation Army has
Great Britain as its principal work-field,
and finds its chief task in ministering
to the poor and degraded of the great
cities, aggressive cperations are also
pushed continually and with vigor in
heathen lands, Thusafew weeks since
a detachment of fifty young men and
women sailed for India to reinforce the
members of the order already there.
These new recruits volunteered for this
particular service largely 2s an affec-
tionate tribute to the memory of the
late Ars. Booth. As showing the
financial strength of the Army, itis cred-
ited with owning property in various
countries to the amount of $3,250,000.

—The AMethodist Episcopal Church,
North, with its 2,236,000 members, con-
tributed last yeer for home, foreign, und
freedmen’s missions, $1,799,000. But
though this sum is large it yet repro-
sents an averago of but eighty cents per
member, while the Congregationalists,
with a membership of only 492,000, gave
to similar objects $1,877,000, or at the
rate of $3.81. 1In all its foreign work
this great and active church reports a
gratifying growth. The largest gains
were mads in North Indis, where ina
single district last year 2677 were bap-
tized of whom 1020 were adults. The
total increase in all the fields was 5553,
or nine per cent. The Methodist Epis-
copal Epworth League, though but two
years cld, has 300,000 members.

—Madagascar, with its 230,000 square
miles and population of 3,500,000, is
one of the wonder-lands for missionary
success. The Church Missionary So-
ciety has 12 representatives at work!
upon the island, and has gathered
10,000 adherents, and the Society of
Friends, with a force of 15, has gained
32,000. But the London Mlissionary
Society, first in the field, and called to
bear the heat and burden of the day,



234

can enstly reckon up oy far tho largest
results, To her 3¢ Lnglish toilers are
joined a8 auxiiiaries ¥27 native ordained
ministers and 5459 othor native helpers,
In the churches are found 40,000 mem-
Lers, while 160,000 adherents listen to
the Gospel. The local contributions
amounted last year to $183,340.

Arabian Mission.—Treasurer, Prof.
J. G. Lansing, New Brunswick, N. J.

Report for the year closing October
1st, 1890,

This Society was formed in August of
1339, and the field chosen for its first
operations is likely to be Southern
Arabia and the Aden region. Two
missionaries are already th.ve or on
their way thither, and muking prepara-
tion for their work by studying the
language. Its receipts for the first year
were $1738.47 with a bequest of $00V
in sddition, and the expenditures were
£3144.64,

Evangelical Association. — Secre-
tary, Rev. S. Heininger, Cleveland, O.

Ruport for the year closing Sept., 1890.

This society has a mission conferenco
in Germany and another in Switzerland,
but its work for the hesthen is wholly
contined to Jepan, where 5 missionaries,
with 10 native itinerant preachers and
3 local preachers, sustain 31 appoint-
ments. A theological seminary gives
treining to 13 students. The number
of church-members is 378, of whom 115
were received last year, In 1S5§8-89
the receipts for the Jupen missions were
§0513.03.

Methodist Church (Canada).—Sec-
retary, Rev. Alexander Sutherland, D.D.,
Toronto.

Raport for the year closing June 1st,
1890,

This church has a membership of
233,864, and hes increased by 36,299 in
iour years, It sustainswissicns among
the French, Indians, and Clinese in
Cauada, Manitoba, and Britisk Colam-
bia, Its foreign work is confined to
Japan. Tn all fields the missionaries
number 7, with 44 native assistants
and 4f teachers. The church-mewmbers

GENERAL MISSIONARY

INTELLIGENCE. [March
ary 6271, and the expenditures for the
year were $U4,742.42.  The Jupen Alis.
sion was opened in 1873, aud has 1684
church-memhers, an incrense for the
year of 211, and the cost was $27,503.500,

Christian Church (Disciple).—Sec-
retary, Rev. A, McLean, Cincinnati, O,

Report for the year closing October
18th, 1890.

This church hasamembership of over
seven hundred thousand, and sustains
missions in India, Chira, Japan, and
Turkey, in sddition to work in England
and Denmark. It has in heathen lands
32 stations and 33 missionaries from
America (of whom 16 are women) and
25 native helpers, a total of 58. The
church-members number 1418, a gain
for the year of 1358, a nef gain of 135.
In day-schools 817 pupils are found, and
2063 in Sunday-schools. The receipts
were $67,750.49, a gain of $5820.34, Lut
$32,000 came from a single bequest. An
carnest call is issned for $100,000 in
1501,

Reformed Church in the United
States.—Secretary, Rev. Allex R. Bar-
tholomew, Harrisburg, a.

Report for the year closing 3May Gih,
1890.

Tntil 1865 this church contributed
through the American Board in =all
about twenty eight thousand dollars,
and had iis representatives in Asis
Minor and among the American Indians.,
In 1878 a mission was opened in Japan,
to which 7 missionaries have since been
sent. Tho number of pative preachers
is 17. The churches aro 12, with &
membership of 1656, and the contribu-
tions for nine months of 1839-90 wero
$2835.15. The nur ber of converts was
218. A girls’ school is sustained, and a
theological school with 26 students. The
cost of the mission for three yearsis
$59,209.64.

North Africa Mission.—Secretary,
Edward H. Glenny, 21 Linton Road,
Barking.

The figmres aro from the Monthly
Record, December, 1800,

This society was urganized in 1881, is
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undenominational, and bns its work
among the Mohammedans, Jews, and
Europeans in Morocco, Algeria, Tunis,
Tripoli, end Northern Arabia, with a
population of 14,000,000. Ithas 53 mis-
sionaries in the field, of whom 31 are lo-
cated in Aforocco and Algeris, 2 are
physicians, 36 are women and 28 are
unmsarried. In November 7 wero gent
out, and 4 others have been accepted.

Canadian Church (Episcopal).—
Secretary, Rev. Charles H. Mockbridge,
D.D,, Toronto.

Raeport for the year closing July 31st,
1830.

Hitherto this church had contributed
through the Church of England, but
last year sent out its first missionary,
and to Japau. The total expenditures
were $14,785, of which these are the
principal items :

RSN S ¢ S
C. M. S....

Colunial and Con. Church Society.....
Proportion nf General Expenses.......

Appropriated Contributions.

Bishop of Madras ..
Zenana Missions.......... ..
Parochial Missions to Jews...
Tondon Society, JCWS.ceeeuieeeaennas .

Rerv. J. Cooper Robinson, Japen Fund. 1,227.06

American Missionary Association.
—The main work of this society is in
the Southern States among the freedmen
and the ‘* Moutain whites,” withlarge
emphasis giveu to edacation, Lut mis-
sions are aiso sustained smong ths Ind-
ians and the Chinese in this conntry.

The Treasurer's Report (October 1st,
1889-September 30th, 1890) gives agrati-
fying exhibit, showinga credit balanceof
$2,089.24, an increase of receipts over
last year of $31,8280.09, atotal of $408,-
038.97, and if the income beadded from
the Daniel Hand Fund, $34,0R6.76, tho
aggrogate amounts to $3142,725.73, the
largest everreceived by the Association.

Rrcxrere.
From churches, Sabbatk achools,
missionary socictics and individ-
URIS. ... oeeiiaaeeierecaannans . $186,470.61
Batates and legucics...... o «o.... 187,799.18
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Income, sundry fundd, .... .,..00  $10,159.55
Tultion and public funds, ... ...  40,05.75
U. S. Gov't, an account of tultion
and subsistence for Indivns ,, ., $4,700.08
Slater Fund, paid to Justitaglons,, A,900,00
Totaleeuenennn auns ey aaoe. BHOM088.97
Relauce in hand September 8th,
89........ aee sersenssenenrin. 4.471.67

Totaleeees vucevon sornrsnes $412,610.04

DaxtEr. HAXD PUXD, INCUNR AUCCOUNY,

Income collected 1889-%0.,,,, ... e B94,080.56
Balance in hand September 30U,
1889, uceiicencaaes cevenesennns es 10,0850
Total.coieeens cutsvuneises,  $51,806.32
Amount expended in the Bouthk., .., , 7.482.27
Balance in hand and appropristed.,. 4.828.06
Total.... .... cevesrenser. .-, $51,875.82

RECErs8 POR THX WORR uP THA Y¥AR,

Rorcurrent work ..ot vunnes,,, rree $AONB8.97
Income from Davlel Hand Fund,,,,  >4,080.76

Total. eceecrevenrnnrarnss $442,796.78

American Board.—8acrotarios, No, 1
Somerset Street, Boston, Mass,

Report for the year olcslng Augnst
31st, 1890.

NO. of MISSIONB.eeeenre orvrrsrreraas 2
Statioos and out-stations..,.,.., ..,, 1,068
Ordained misstonaries............... 143
Lay C . vevrr tees 17
Women “ (wives, 1nJ) 333
‘Whole No. from America....,,....., 543

Native pastors. ....... sever
Total native helpers........o vuv. 1oy 2417
Total American and native.,.., ,.,,,
No.of churcheS....ccccuvnnnrnrain,, .o

Xo. of church-memberns......., ..,,, 86,906
Added during the year. ....... .. ., 4.5
127.000

118,000

03,300

WU

. 4,000

In 58 girls' boarding schoals ,..,.,.,. A1
To 839 common schools..... [ 83,114

Whole number under jnstruction,,,, 47,320
Kative contributions. .
TOtal TECLIPIR - e nvennnneraraneneres, $TO8434.07

Protestant Episcopal. - Hnorotary,
Rev. William §. Iangfurd, D.D, 22
Bible House, New Yark,

Report for the year closing I'acembor
31st, 1390,
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According to tke Living Church Alma-
nac for 1893, this church has 4163
clergy, 299 candidates for ortlers. 2330
parishes and missions, and 508,292 com-
municents. The number of baptisms
last year was 61,665, of which nearly
47,000 were of infants. The contribu-
tions for the yeer are $12,754,767.

In addition to work carried on in
France, Germany, Italy, Switzerland,
Greece, and Hayti, missions are sus-
tained among the Indians and freed-
men, and in West Africa, Chins, and
Japan. These are the figures for the
three fields last named :

BishOPB.eces o cececevecacscnnccs seoan 4
Preshyters (of whom native, 14)....... k-]
Deacnis (DALTE)ececeeeecncnanns . 18
Candidates for holy orders.... ceee x
Catechists, readers, ete. (native)....... 9
19%

545

331

265

2,32

. 305

Scholars in day schoola... ... ..oo.... 2,434
Scholars in Sunday-schools........ .. 347
Native contributions......c.ccveeeaan. $5,527.79

The appropriations for work among
the American Indians and freedmen is
$85,007.50, and for foreign missions
£162,504, or a total of §247,511.50.

British Coantributions to Foreign
Missions.—Canon Scott Robertson has
prepared with great care the following
summary of the gifts of British Chris-
tinns to foreign missions in 1889,
Though somewhat smaller than in 1888,
it ig yot lar~-r than for any previous
vear. Of the grand total, £1,301,306,
he estimates that £670,000 came from
members of the Church of Engiand.
The channels of contributions were :

Church of England Socictics. ......... £598,28
Joint Societics of Churchmen and
Nonconformist8.eeeveeeceneneeannnn 217,963
English and Welsh Nonconform'st
Scotch avd Jrish Preabylerian Socle-
ties. . ........... deeteee ressesecrees 185,646

Total contributions........ ....£1,901.906
The share of English and Welsh

Nonconformists in this total is thus
stated :

Eaptist Missionary Society 63,470
English Presbyterian Foreign Missions. 14,492
‘* Fricnds™ Forelgn Mission Assoclation. 13,156
Wesloyan Ladies® Auxiliary for Female

BAueation.eee i ceeriiiiiiain o, 7,061
Tnited Methodist Free Churches® For-
cign MisSions..cceeees cevienenancannn 6,288
Welsh Calvinistie Methodists Foreign
Missionary Soclety.. . coooeiieianaaan 7,195
Eight smalier socictica and value of
DEedleWOrk. oeianaveniaae cocavannn 33,682
Tota) . ceieiiaicneiitnaaneacannans £364,652

Scottistk: and Irish Presbyterian soci-
eties contributed £185,646, and Roman
Catholic societies £9819. The amount
for 1888 was £1,334,491, and for 1887
was £31,228,759.

United Presbyterian Church, Scot-
land.—These figures set forth thegrowth
witnessed by this society in thirty years,
and in six important and decisive pax-
ticulars. As will be noticed, the de-
velopment of both causative forces and
of results has been steady, and the two
have kept pacein a remarkable manner.
The first column includes ordained na-
tive pastors, Zenana missionaries and
European teachers, but excludes all
native evaugelists and teachers.

o > -
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1859.... 00 1| 35! 4552 £16,900 - £2,000
189....] 63 T 48 57 201000 3,020
1&9....] 81} 12] 63! 9asy| s 6,500
1889.... B B} %6, 1wy 4050 10470

Missionary Failure.—The cry about
the failare of the modern mission sug-
gesatsa close study of the following statis-
tical table, compiled to show the growth
at intervalsof five years during the past
thirty yesars, or from the beginning of
missionary work in the Methodist mis-
sion of North Indir. The number of
communicants given is, with the ex-
ception of 217 Europeans and Eurasiang,
native membership.
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1858. | 1868. | 1868, ]18’:‘8. !18’8. l 1883, |1888.

Native preachers. .eneenennss - 2l il @0l e 73 ng) 1
Lommu%lcnnls..... . . ) 5 209] 665, 1,567 "5.’5 4,407 7,944
Number of undny-schools (\"} 300 T
s ** ” school scholars. .

"

L Christian boys in sche ... 857 2

" " girls in s\,hoo. 1% IGR] 350 715
Baptisms during past year......... ces 115 289 570 789
Christisn community........ ...... H .

PR § X ¢

** men teachers and cvangelists.
«  women teachers and Bible read

!

The number of children in schools tive Christians live., Christian con-
includes only 260 pupils other than verts reside in morethan 600 towns and
pure natives. Twenty missionaries villages, where they support their own
direct work in 225 centres where na- work.,

AMERICAN MISSION IN EGYPT.

A COXPARISON SHOWING THE MISSION’S GROWTH AND STATUS, DEC. 81, 1869, 1654-1889.

1 i
PERIODS : FiraT, 53 OTRERS, 10 YEARS, 1859. 1869, 1879. | 1889,
—_ !
Number stations and churches. ..... 3 | 12
organized congregations, . 2 2
s }uswrs (native). . 1 2
. icentiates ** 1 v
o« theological stad, 13 *14
« communicants, Dec 180 2,1
A @ tol’ atngdams ,babcll)]ath l: 10 Q4»‘18 5,654
mount contributions for church purpuses . {566 495
Number Ssbbath schools............. .. eeee 5 % [
**  schvol pupils.... ......... 20 118 447
Amonut contributions Sa bsth-school pupils ceee feee
Number harem WOTKer8.ceecenienasnanaanns 33
* women taught in harems. ... ..... ) &) 2,150
‘% females hearing word in cllurch(s. hamms,
AChO0IS, C1C. .ot cveee cinacccaceceanoce aane 60 400 4557
**  female communicants, Doc. 81 ceee 50 1,156
*  women's misslonary socictics e aeee 4
*  members women's mis.uonary socictics.. aeen e 159
Amcunt contributions women's missionary socictios.. | ... veen S$%3
Number day aud training achools....eeeeeeae.. 4 14 44 10
e pa?ﬂs, cnrollmcmf ..... 100 633 2218 6,304
:‘ boys 4 852 1,537 4,386
. 55 281 1 1,918
Teacters | 3| Bl @l
Amonnt paid by natives for scliool purpoeos... ceeemnee] esee $596 2703 $I13.58
Book department : Total voluines gold ... ...ccoo. o (D) 6446 20,720 31,067
Scriptures. ... ceratestenciiecacenreancanann ceiereneed (D) 2,100 6,350 101848
;au}ﬁai ts...l.....f. e (3) SST.’.QS‘I‘ $4.694
ot natives for a urpoees........ &) 3,215 12,143 77,353
’I‘rainlngcol{cgc Pnpxs....xj... cesees siresves aveen 51 s 17 o
I\umbcro{ nates .. ........ PN hit 3
“ In forvice Of Christ. . «eeeveve o eee cees %) 50
¢ teachers trained and working. ...ccevener oo onen X 6]
‘¢ pastors, preachers, ote., trafned. ..oooee ceeeee aaee . 13 25
¢ college puplls in theological claas. ... ..o .o | ...t eeee 8 in
“ Mhmnli—-omgmwul................. 23 33
“ pupils in rame. ..... et sesenceenrinasrananens - cene 2,481
Total cnrolinent, COlEEe. .ooarnnnnnsnner voneronoos ol e b 600 1.315
Amount foes pald by pupils.cee.eeeeiicaieniens coe oo eeen §%0 $2,13

* T 1RG0, theolngieal students, 19.

1 Secta, 1899 Protestants, 1,322 ; Copts, 3,718 ; Mohammedans, $31; other, 433,
$ Seventoen (n 1690,
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Monthly Bulletin,

—We have Bishop Walker's church
on wheels, and now the Free-Will Bap-
tists have built a floating church, which
was launched recently at St. Louis. It
is intended to carry the Gospel along
the Mississippi from St. Faul to New
Orleans.

—The Presbyterian Church has now
in Alasks soven missions and four
churches, with seventy to eighty com-
municants each. Besides the Presby-
terinn, the Moravian, the Protestant
Episcopal, the Methodist Episcopal, the
Roman Catholic, and the Anglican
churches have missions in Alaska.

—The Church Missionary Society of
England proposes o send ont one thon-
sand new missionaries during the next
five orsix years. Amuch larger propor-
tion than heretofore will be laymen,

—It was recently reported from the
Presbiyterian Mission at Wei Hien,
Chioa, that thers were G50 inquirers,
and that 150 had been baptized. This
is most gratifying news.

—The spirit of intolerance scems to
rale unmitigated in Russia. IL is
steted that the procurator of the Holy
Synod has advised the Czar to banish
all foreign missionaries, and to sappress
foreign worship except in the Daltic
provinces, where the Lutheran rcligion
is barely tolerated.

—The working of the marriage laws
of Indiais illustrated in arecent inci-
dent. A marriage wasarranged between
an educated young girl of twelve and a
lawyer of twentyv-three who was suffer
ing from white leprosy. The girl was
kept in ignorance of the disease of her
purchasing husband, and learned it only
when she met him at the marriage ser-
vico. She merely looked np with tearful
eyes to her father, and then submitted
to her lot with a resignation character-
istic of the Hindu meiden.

—American enterprise isnow sending
rnm to Japan, as well as to Africa. 1t
is carried ov~r the Union Pacific Reil-
way and forwarded to Yokohama by

steamer. The annual drink bill of
Japan is $86,000,000, an averaga of
$2.40 for every individual in the Em-
pire. It is encouraging, howaver, to
learn that o total abstinence society has
been organized in that country, and that
many are uniting with it.

—The missionaries in Africa deem
the work of one woman equal fo that of
twelve men, since the women can go
anywhere, even among the fiercest
tribes, unmolested. Theo female mis-
sionaries are held in high esteem ; their
motives are never questioned, and they
are listened to with greatest respect.

—From the recent report of the Jap-
anese Minister of Edacation it appears
ihat education is now offered to all the
children in Japan, and that thero aro
nearly three millions of pupils in the
public schools of the Empire. Thero
ig a2 remarkebls growth of intelligizico
among the people. The stancard of
education is ndvancing, as is snown in
the fact that many new strdies lave
been introduced in the Imperial Uni-
versity of Tokyo.

—A congress of Frenci: Protestants
was recenily held in Paris, having in
view new consecration and practical
study. The meetings were very earnest.
The subjects considered were such as
the relation of the evangelist to the pas-
tors and churches, difficulties in the way
of evangelization in Romen Catholic
countries, and the geiting of converts
into the church, especially where differ-
ent denominations are represcnted in
the same place. A resolution was
adopted asking the French Evangelical
Alliance to study means for promoting
a confederation of French Protestani
churches.

—Another mission iato bo established
in Alaska by the Reformed Episcopal
Church. Thegovernment having prom-
ised $1000 for buildings and $IGN0
toward expenses, Miss Benson, of Dhil-
adelphis, offered to contribute one half
of the rem~ining expenses on condition
that the Church ... uld raise the remain-
der. Theso proposilions have been ac-
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copted, and an appeal has been made
for funds.

—Tho interestiag fact is stated that
while the number of Christians in Japan
is only about one in one thousand, and
iu no province do Christians even np-
proach to a wajority, yet there have
been eleven members of the House of
Representatives chosen from their num-
ber. There are also three professed
Christians in the House of Peers. A
Christian has been chosen President of
the new House of Ropresentatives. A
former vico-president of the liberal
party is an active Presbyterian elder.
After his election he wasadvised to give
up his office in the church, as it might
create prejudice against him, but he re-
plied that he regarded his office in a
Christian church as more important
than his seat in tho Diet. It was then
suggested that he absent himsel! from
the meetings, but ho answered that ke
regarded attendance at Christian wor-
ship as a greater privilego, as well asa
higher duty than anyother. Thisshows
sturdy Christianity in Japan,

—It is snid that Hebrow is rapidly
becoming again aliving tongue in Pales-
tine. Jews driven by persecution fram
other countries are gathering in thoe land
of Isrnel. They do not know each
other's language, but all of them under-
stand something of Hebrew, and the
consequence is that Hebrew isbecoming
the medinm of commurication among
them. Two weekly newspapers are now
published in Jerusalem in Hebrew., It
would seem expedient that missionaries
to the Jews in Palestine should be uble
to speak in the Hebrew language.

—Thibet is one of the fow countries
where the preaching of the Gospel is
prohibited. Very iittloe is known of the
peaple.  The population is set down as
6,000,000, They have two forms of re-
ligion, one of which is a type of Buddh-
ism. Varions attempts havo been
made to carry the Gospel into the coun-
trs, but theyr have all heen practicaliy
unsuccessfal. The Moravians havelong
waited to enter the ficld, having sta-
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tions on the confines and books prepared
in Thibetan to equip the missionary as
soon as the wall is broken down. A
prayer union has been formed among
the Moravians to pray for the opening
of Thibet.

—Dr. B. H. Badley, President of
Lucknow Christian College, writes to
the Independent of the North Indian
Conferenco of the Methodist Episconal
Church., Its foundatione were laid in
the dark days of the mutiny of 1857, by
Dr. Batler. In August, 1858, the statis-
tics were : Missionaries, 3 ; helpe:s, 7;
church members, 1; probationers, 4;
orphans, 6; day scholars, 41 ; native
cougregations, 35. In 1889 the figures
were : Missionaries, 30; Zenana and
native, 72 ; helpers, 389 ; church-mem-
bers, 4989; probationers, 4793
orphens, 617; day scholars, 17,241;
Sunday-school scholars, 28,400 ; native
congregations, 13,523, The mission has
its own publication house, a theological
seminary, a college, and a ‘scran’s col-
lege, and is in all respects splendidly
equipped for work.

—In the year 1800 only one twenty-
fifth of our population was in towns of
more {uan SUOD 1nhabitants. Now inore
than one fourth of our pepulation *
massed inci*® 5. This fact is startling.
it bas its great lesson for the Church.
Here is where the work oi evangeliza-
tion must be pressed. While we are
sendirg missionaries to foreign lands,
God is sending thousands of foreigners
to us, that wo may Christianize them
right at ourown doors. Theproblem of
city evangelization is one of the great
problems of Christian missions to-day.

—Dr. Arthur MMitchell, Secretary of
the Presbyterian Board of Foreign Mis-
sions, was greatly impressed in his re-
cent visit, with the vast unoccapied
ficlds in Centrel Chine. Hefound cities
of from 75,000 to 300,000 with not one
missionary of any denomination. These
fields are open, too. ‘“ There is a8 lit-
tlo excuse,” hesays, ‘“ forleaving a city
of 100,000 on the Now York Central Rail-
road without a single preasher of tho Gos-
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pel, as for leaving cities of that size and
double that size utterly neglected with-
in twenty-four hours of Shanghai."’

—The Rev. J. A, MacDonsld, & Wes-
leyan missionary in Bengal, says that in
India idolatrous practices are coming
into disrepute. He thinks that the
reign of false gods is drawing to a close.

—The Foreign Mlission Board of the
Reformed Church has sent out an ear-
nest appeal for special contributions to
mect the needs of the work. It makes
these suggestions: ‘“One cent o day
from every member of tho Reformed
Church in this country, 90,878, would
give $331,707 & year for this blessed ser-
vice. Five cents a week (a single car-
fare) saved and given to it would yield
$236,283.

—An ignorent Hindu woman became
a Christian. Her husband told Dr.
Murray DMitchell that his wife was
always singing. Dr. Mitchell asked the
man to write down some of the words
she sang and bring them to him. He
did so, and the following is the transla.
tion :
** To my poor .ousc there came a lofty stranger—

Oh, it was Jesus, the darling of heaven.
I ran to bid Him welceme.

** With gads of stone what have I now to do ?

I clasp my Saviour's fect

My whole sonl clings to Jesus.
** Since to my breast I clasped those blessed feet,

Rich, rich am I, OJesns !

Aund Thoun wilt never Ieave.™

—Sometimes converts in heathen
countries may teach us older Christians
Iessons in systematic beneficenco, It
is said that the Christians in Ceylon
have four methods of giving for the sup-
port of the Gospel. First, the tithes of
their earnings. Second, the offering of
trees—tho sctting apart by each family
of a cocon-nut tree, the produce of which
thoy sacredly devote to benevolent pur-
poses. Third, tho offering of Inbor—de-
voting ncertain amount of time to work
in the interest of the church. Fourth,
they reservo a handful of rice from
every day's meal.

—**If I wero black 1nd young,™ says
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Miss Frances E. Willard, ¢ no steamer
could revolve its wheels fast envugh to
convey me to the Dark Continent, I
should go where my color was the cor-
rect thing, and leave these pale faces to
work out their o #yn destiny.*’

—Along the West Africe coast thirty-
five languages, or dialects, have bLeen
mastered, and portions of the Scripture
and various religious and educational
books and tracts have been translated
and printed, reaching thus about eight
million peopls,

—This is woman's age. Even in
slow-moving China, women are coming
tothefront. The Amhoy Monthly Church
Magazine contains a prize essay by o
young woman on ‘‘ How Shall Christian
Women Leed their Heathen Sisters to
Worship God.”

~—The Moravians, at the close of a
century of missionary work, show a ro-
markable record. The total number of
their members at home is but one-third
of those in tho mission fields. One in
every sixty five of their adalt members
has gone to Iabor 23 a missionary.

—Reginald Radeliffe says that the
sooner wo understand thut the New
Testament does not ask nor expect tho
evangelization of the world to bo done
by ministers, any more than a general
expects the fighting to bo done by him-
self and his officers, but in far greater
part by the rank and file, the sooner
will the day of missionary advance be-
gin. The apostles did not sead to
Jerusalem for foreign pastors, but out
of tho converts in each town found na-
tive overseers which they placed over
the flock,

—Tho Young Men's Christian Asso-
ciations aro spreading all over the
world. There are now above four thou-
sand associntions. Of these thero are,
in Indin and Ceylon, 21; in Turkey,
12; in Syria, 6; in Afries, 12; in
Chinn, 5 ; 1 Prrsia, 7; in Japan, 200,
There will be openings in =1l parts of
tho world for young men who are fitted
to be secretaries and evangelists in con-
nection with theso associations.



