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“ TraT THE SOUL BE WITHOUT KNOWLEDGE, IT IS NOT GOOD."—Prov. xix. 2,
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A GUIDE TO BAPTISM,

Being an attempt to lead the plain Christian into the Seripture doctrine
and practice of Baptism.

By 1HE Rev, Jayrs McGreeor, D. D.
[coxncLuDED.]

IIX. This baptism of persons by sprinkling is continued under the New
Testament with some circumstantial alterations.

About eight hundred years after this baptism was in constant use, Isaiah
delivered to the Jews a prophecy about sprinkling. Isaiah li. 15: « He
(the Messiah) shall sprinkle many nations.” This prophecy was delivered
without note or comment to a people in the daily practice of sprinkling men,
women and infants. Now I request the reader calmly and candidly to judge
how an honest-hearted Jew would understand the prophecy. Doubtless he
would suppose it to mean some such sprinkling as was in common practice
with his countrymen. As he could form no idea of any other, and as no
other was hinted by the prophet, that is the fair construction of the words
and of course their true scnse.  The propheey is, ¢ He shall sprinkle many
nations,” plainly shewing that sprinkling of men, women and infants should
continue to be enjoyed under the reign of the Messiah, and that it should be
extended to the Gentile nations. Pious Jews upon hearing this prophecy
would exult and say, Then will God grant unto the Gentiles the repentance
unto life, which is meant by our Rprml\lm«

About one hundred years afterward, Ezekiel, chap. xxxvi. 25, speaking of
the times of the Messiah, introduces Jehovah saym «“Y will sprinkle clean
water upon you and ye shall be clean.” Here is a more definite prophecy
delivered to the same people and in the same manner. I again request the
reader to pause and reflect candidly how an honest Jew behoved to under-
stand it. He behoved to expect that, under the DMessiah’s government,
men, women and infants would be baptized by sprinkling with clean water.
He has an advantage over Isaiah’s hearer, for he has plain evidence that the
ashes of the red heifer should be laid aside, and that clean water alone should.
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386 A Guide to Baptism. Sept.

be used, and should answer the purpose completely ; “ye shall be clean.”—
From the moment that Ezekiel’s prophecy was published the Church of God
had good ground for believing that baptism by sprinkling of adults and in-
fants, of both sexes, with clean water would be the privilege of the New Tes-
tament times, and, as both prophets mention only the baptism of persons,
they hint, and not obscurely, that all other baptisms should cease.

Let me quote the prophets once more that “in the mouth of two or three
witnesses every word may be established.” Malachi, the last of them and
the nearest to the time of the Messiah, fortells his coming (chap jii.) and
that he should sit as a purifier, or baptizer, and should baptize the sons of
Levi. IHow then did the law direct the Levites to be baptized? Sprink-
ling was a part of it. Numb, viii. 6, 7. God said to Moses, “take the Le-
vites,—and cleanse (baptize) them. And thus shalt thou do unto them to
cleanse (baptize) them, sprinkle water of purifying (baptism) upon them.”
Does Malachi hint that the Messiah should change this sprinkling into im-
mersion. No. I see not the least hint of future immersion in any of the
prophets. And yet, if such a great change were to accompany the New
Dispensation, it is strange that no hint of it should be found in any of the
prophets.  “Surely the Lord God will do nothing but he revealeth his seeret
unto the prophets.” ]

I come now to John the Baptist. He was the link that connected the
Testaments together ; a fit person for changing the complex baptisms of the
Ol into the simple baptism of the New. He appearzd as a Reformer of
the Church in a backsliding time, preparing the way for the Messiah, and
introducing his kingdom, under which the temporary institutions of the Old
Testament were abolished, and the permanent altered and reformed, to suit
his more spiritual and glorious dispensation. To the former belong sacrifi-
ces, sabbaths and baptisms; to the latter, preaching, the Sabbath, and bap-
tism. I will advert to them by and by. John introduced an alteration in
the materials of baptism, and in the occasion of its administration, and bap-
tized perhaps more than any who preceded him, on which accounts he had
the surname of Baptist. When the reader thinks of it he should also think
.of the cleansings or purifications of the Levit al law, and in his mind call
him John the Purifier. Or what is nearly the same, when he calls him
Baptist he should in his mind call those cleansings and purifications bap-
tisms, as Paul does.

1t appears plain to me from the voices of the prophets that nobody would
have expected him to immerse, and that his sprinkling of adults and infants
would be expected by all who expected him to be a Baptist. Let the read-
«er bear in mind that he appeared among a people totally unacquainted with
ammersion of persons, having never heard of it as a religious ordinance, vut
daily accustomed to the sprinkling of men, women and infants, which sprink-
ling was called baptism by that part of them who spoke the Greek language,
o part still increasing.  If John’s baptism was by immersion, and comprised
adults only, it proves a great and sudden revolution in the Church, respect-
ing an ordinance of no small importance, and it is passing strange that it
should mo where be mentioned by an inspired writer. If the baptism of
John (and of Christ) be a continuation of the Old Testament baptism men-
tioned above, or built upon it, then we need not look for an institution of it,
because there it must be supposed that it is already known. Its practice
only will be recited. But if it be wholly a new thing we must expect to sec
its Institution with the directions necessary for its due observation. I wish
lie reader to mark with care on which of these two the narratives of the
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Evangelists bear. I own that there I can see no institution of baptism for
the Jews, for whom it was originally designed, but X see it plainly for the
Gentiles who never had it before.

The baptism of John is thus recited by Mark (i. 4): “John did baptize
in the wilderness and preach.,” Similar language is used by the other Evan-
gelists. Here then John’s baptism is introduced plainly as an acquaintance,
not as a stranger. It is not viewed as a new thing of which the reader is
ignorant, for he gets no instruction about it more than about preaching, a well
known ordinance of the Old Testament. This is quite natural, if his bap-
tism was the same in substance with what the Jews had been aceustoraed to
see ; bat, if it was a thing entirely new, such an introduction is unaccounta-
ble. The reader is left without any meaus of knowing what sort of a thing
it was, who were its subjects, or what was its mode. By the authority of
heaven John sltered the ancient baptism in three points, which would be un-
suitable to the New Dispensation. 1. He left out the ashes of the red hei-
fer, and baptized with mere water, or, as the prophet Ezekiel calls it, “clean
water.” 2. He used simply the sprinkling of water, instead of various and
frequently repeated applications in former use. 3. Instead of death he
made a profession of faith in Christ (Acts xix. 4) the occasion of its admi-
nistration. In this however there was no change of the subjects, but of their
situation or circumstances.

When John baptired in the wilderness, and report carried the fact to Je-
rusalem and all round, what opinion would the people form of his baptism ?
Could they dream that he baptized by immersion, a thing of which they had
never heard? Or could they dream that he would make a difference be-
tween adults and infants, baptizing those and refusing these, a distinction in
baptism of which they had never heard? They could not, and it is nowhere
said that they were mistaken.

The Jews sent priests and Levites to ask John, “ Who art thou? He
confessed, Y am not the Christ. They asked him, what then? Art thon
Elias? No. Art thou that prophet? And he answered no. And they
asked him and said, why baptizest thou then, if thou be not that Christ,
nor Elias, neither that prophet?” It appears from this question that
they expected the Messiah’s forerunner to baptize, and that John
baptized as they expected. for they expressed no surprise or disappoeint-
ment at his haptism, nor did they find any fanlt with it. The only thing
that puzzled them was his right to baptize at all, since he said he was
not Christ, nor Elias, nor the prophet. But had he baptized adults only
and by immersion I see not how they could avoid asking farther, Did
God command thee to change sprinkling into imumersion and to exclude in-
fants from baptism? Why dost thou not baptize as God commanded by the
hand of Moses? God directed plainly that men, women and infants should
be sprinkled, and our prophets have foretold that this sprinkling should con-
tinue under the Messiah’s reign. Dost thou pretend to be from God and

yet oppose Moses and the prophets ?

Christ’s baptism is thus introduced (John iii. 22), “ After these things
came Jesus and his disciples into the land of Judea, and there. he tarried
with them and baptized.” The same thing may be said of Chist’s baptism
which T have said of John’s. The reader is not supposed to need informa-
tion of direction about it, for none is given. I do not see that the Jews
found any fault with it, either as to sabjects or mode, but had he baptized
adults only, and by immersion, how could they avoid telling him that his
baptism was an ionovation, a trespass against gll antiquity, and that he could
not be the Messiah, but a deceiver, because the prophets had foretold that
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the Messiah would sprinkle, and would sprinkle with clean water. It does
not seem credible that God should not kave given particular directions re-
specting both the subjects and mode of baptism at its first institution. He
gave the needful directions at the institution of all other ordinances, as sacri-
fices, the Lord’s Supper, &c. Ie gave them at the institution of the Mosaic
purifications, which Paul calls baptisms ; but I do not see them at the intro-
duction of Christ’s baptism any more than John’s. There again the mere
fact is recited, Jesus baptized. Let this be compared with the institution of
the Supper and a striking contrast will appear; for there the instructions
and directions are numerous. Jesus took bread, blessed it, brake it, gave
it to the disciples, saying, Take, eat, this is my bedy. Ile took the cup, gave
thanks, gave it to them, saying, Drink ye all of it. "What is the reason of
this great difference ?  Plainly this, that the Lord’s Supper was wholly a
new ordinance, so that no Old Festament dircctions could at all suit it,
whereas they suited baptism sufficiently.

It seems equally incredible that God, at the coming of his Son into the
world, should exchange an aneient baptism for a new one quite different
without giving notice of the change. There had been a divinely appointed
rite called baptism, in which adults and infants were sprinkled with water,
practised in the Church for fifteen hundred years, and to all appearance pro-
mised by the prophets to last to the end of time. Can it be believed that
God Iaid it aside and substituted a baptism of adults only by immersion, in
its place, and yet never say a word about it. How then could error be
avoided? Surely plain warning against the continuance of the ancient prac-
tice could never in any case be more necessary ; yet I can see nothing of it
-in the New Testament.

Baptism I confess underwent several alterations npon its transition from
the Old to the New Dispensation. It was surely proper that it should par-
take of a reformation suited to the superior light and glory of the dispensa-
tion into which it was entering, a dispensation in which & more simple, plain,
instructive and consolatory administration of all ordinances was provided.—
Of these alterations we are informed partly by the prophets, and partly by
the Evangelists. To the three already mentioned 1 add the following. TUn-
der the Old Dispensation a clean person was the administrator, now a mi-
nister of the gospel; then it was administered simply I suppose into the
name of the God of Israel, now distinctly into the name of the Father and
the Son, and the Iloly Spirit.* Formerly it might be repeated, now it may
n-t. T might here mention the rapid progress of evangelical knowledge,
but that this progress was not peculiar to this time.

These alterations however were mere eircumstances, not affecting the na-
ture of the ordinance. Similar alterations took place in all ordinances com-
mon to both dispensations; as preaching, praying, fasting, laying on of
hands, &e., though I have not room to specify them here. But I beg the
readers’s attention to the changes on the Sabbath, as I deem it a perfect pa-
rallel to baptism.

# John baptized into the name of the Lord Jesus, not of the Trinity, for some whom
he baptized knew not that there was a Holy Ghost. Hence some have inferred that his
baptism was specially different from Christ’s and that the Apostles baptized again those
whom John baptized, (Acts xix.4). But any oue may see this to he a mistake, who
can compare together the two Greek particles men and de. The following is a
plaiver translation of the passage than that in the Enghsh Bible. John' indeed
{on the one hand) baptized with the baptism of repentance, saying unto the people that
they should believe on Him who should come after him. that is on Christ Jesus, But
(on the other hand) they having heard were baptized, &c. Paul only laid his hands
upon them. Both baptisms were cae.
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1. There was a plurality of Sabbaths as well as baptisms under the Old
Testament. The great festivals of the Jews were Sabbaths, for on them
they were forbidden to do any servile work (Lev. xix. 3, 30). The first
and the tenth day of the seventh month are each of them expressly called a
Babbath (Lev. xxiii. 24, 32).

2. Paul insinuates the abolition of both under the New Testament. The
former in Col. il. 16, 17, “ Let no man judge you in meat or drink or in re-
spect of an holy day, or of the new moon or of the Sabbath days, which are
a shadow of things to come.” The latter in Heb. ix. 10, « Divers baptisms
and carnal ordinances imposed on them until the time of reformation.”

3. This abelition does not prevent the continuance of one Sabbath and of
one baptism until the end of time. One of each is still enjoyed by the
Church.

4. At the resurrection of our Savieur the Sabbath underwent changes
corresponding to those in baptism respecting its oceasion, materials and other
things. The Sabbath now commemorates the resurrection of Christ rather
than the finishing of the work of creation, and it is translated from the last

to the first day of the week. It is not now devoted to offering of double sa-

crifices and other Old Testament services, but to New Testament preaching,
prayers, sacraments, &c.

I conclude then that, with all its alterations, baptism is still the same in
substance that it was in the days of Moses; and that by these alterations it is
reformed and pexfected so as completely to suit the more simple and spiritual
worship of the New Testament. The rite isrendered as simple and easy as
possible, much more so than immersion, which bears a stiange resemblance to
the unreformed and burdensome services of the Old Testament which the
wisdom of God saw meet to abolish. ’

When baptism is exteaded to the Gentiles & plain commission is given for
that purpose, and a plain direction how to make them subjects: “Go ye
therefore and disciple all nations, baptizing them.” There is no direction
here about the made ; for there is no new mode of baptism for the Gentiles,
though they are new subjects. They had not been included in any baptism
of Moses, or of John or of Christ. These three were of one extent. Even
Christ said to his Apostles, “ Go not into the way of the Gentiles.” The
middle wall of partition made them strangers and foreigners till after the
death of Christ. Iow admirable is the wisdom of our Saviour in suiting his
institutions to the necd of his Church! Without this direction the Apostles
could not know how to proceed in the case of the Gentiles ; with it their way
is plain, for Gentiles by becoming disciples become at once the seed of Abra-
ham; while the great body of his lineal descendants, by rejecting the coun-
sel of God against themselves, not being baptized of the Gentiles, became
aliens.

Comparing Isaial’s prophecy of the extension of buptism with its accom-
plishment by means of Christ’s commission I cannot but admire how beauti-
fully the latter accords with, yet surpasses, the former. * He shall sprinkle
amany nations,” said the prophet ; “ Disciple alf nations, baptize them,” said
the Saviour. But does baptizing all nations imply infant baptism? Most
clearly. The Apostles could understand it in no other sense, for this plain
reason, that in their own nation baptism had uniformly included infants ever
since the dnys of Moses. Had the commission been “ circumcising the na-
tions” it would have readily been understood as including them, though males
only were circumecsied, and these but onee, much more baptizing the nations,
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for both male and female infants had been in all ages baptized repeatedly
ever since Moses published his laws. .

On the day of Pentecost Peter exhorted his hearers, ¢ Repent and be bap-~
tized, for the promise is unto you and your children.” X.et us suppose one
of the mockers to have gone home and to have thought upon his ways, so as
to be pricked in his heart, like those whose baptism he had lately seen or
heard of, and of course to have resolved on submission to that ordinance.—
He takes his child and goes to Peter, professes faith in Christ and repentance
of his sins, and requests baptism for himself and his child. Suppose Peter
to grant his request for himself, and refuse it for his child, what should we
suppose his reply fo be? You surprise me, you have ensnared me. What
could you mean lately by those cheering words, “the promise is to you and
to your children.” I never before saw or heard of the parvent and child sepa~
rated in baptism. You know that in our great baptism for the dead all the
children are equally partakers with their parents, and your language was so
conformable to our ancient law and our constant practice that I did not en-
tertain a doubt of my child’s reception with myself. Does God now disre-
gard children and his promise to them? Let the reader frame an apology
for Peter.

Baptism for the dead was in a great measure a family ordinance. It was
administered in every family in the nation, for death missed none. The
only possible exception was that of an obstinate head or member of a family
liable to excommunication. All that were in the house, old and young, were
baptized, and the whole family would be there at death if ever, for sympa-
thy and affection would convene them. It was universally understood among
the Jews, excepting.as above, that when a family was baptized every indi-
vidual of the family was baptized. When therefore the Apostles, who were
Jews and habituated to the customs and language of the Jews, administered
christian baptism to families, candour certainly requires the language to be
understood in the same latitude of sense. The families of the Jailor, of Ly-
dia and of Stephanas were baptized, and thousands of families more (for
these were but samples) were baptized, in the same way, that is, every in-
dividual in them, (obstinate adults always excepted). These families are not
noticed in the Acts of the Apostles on account of anything peeuliar in their
baptism, but of remarkable circumstances which attended the conversion of
the three persons who were the heads of the families.

The demand of the Baptists, Prove that there were infants in these fami-
lies, is in my view unreasonable ; much the same as prove that there were
infants in the Jewish nation, prove that christians had infants. There were
infants in some families just as certainly as others were without them; and
if they were there they were baptized. Were an ignorant heathen to tel}
Peter, who knew all about the Jewish baptisms from his yeuth, and about
christian baptism from its beginning, were the heathen to tell him as a won-
der that he saw Paul baptizing a whole family. ¢“That,” says Peter, “is
just what I would expect, and you would expect it too if you knew the law.”
¢ Ah, but there was an infant there se young that he eould know nothing.”
% What, then,” says Peter, ¢ the law always included the youngest infant as
well as the oldest man, and I never heard our divine Master proncunce a
word to repeal it, but to confirm it.”

The baptism for the dead, which required the repeated sprinkling of the
whole family, and of all who came in while the dead was in the house, was
doubtless continued by the unbelieving Jews, and perhaps by some christian
Jews, till the destruction of Jerusalem. Christian baptism was also all along,
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administered by the ministers of Christ.  Both baptisms travelled on in view
of one another. If therefore christians excluded infants from their baptism
and adopted immersion for their mode, it is strange that we hear nothing of
glorying or complaining, of no differcnce or parsy collision. The unbelieving
Jew might glory over the christian, * Our religion cares for infants, yours
does not, and your novel device of immersion is neither more decent nor
more expressive than the sprinkling which God commanded of old. The
weak believing Jew might complain,  Formerly we had both cireusncision
and baptism to console us concerning our infants, now we have nothing."—
But, if both parties sprinkled adults and infants, there was no oceasion of dif-
ference on these points, and we hear none.

T have not mentioned circumeision or any of the other arguments com-
monly urged in favor of infant baptism, not that I undervalue them, but be-
cause T write this little book, which must leave out many useful arguments.*
T on?+ insist upon one which I think plainer and more level to common ca-
pacities, and which has been too much neglected.

The sum of the argument is this. The law of Moses furnished the Old
Testament Church with a plain, positive command to baptize adults and in-
fants by sprinkling. The prophets handed over this sprinkling to the New
Testament Church, with promises of suitable alterations. The Evangelists
take it, thus altered like the Sabbath according to the spirit of the New Tes-
tament, and hand it down to all future generations. Aund thus I hope the
practice will continue till the Son of Man shall appear in the clouds.

IV. T humbly trust that there is not a sentence in the New Testament, if
eandidly explained, which will be found inconsistent with the view of bap-
tism here given; but I will briefly review the principal passages brought to
support the opposite side. '

Mark xvi. 16: “He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved.”—
Hence 3 is inferred that infants, who cannot believe, should not be baptized ;
but the inference is not just. The proposition expressed by these words
was quite as true all along, from Moses to Christ, when millions of infants
were baptized by the positive command of God, as it is now, and therefore
it is quite as consistent with infant baptism now as then. Question—What
good can baptism do to an infant?  Answer—Would God have commanded
it, from Moses to Christ, if it could do no good? and what can prevent it
from doing good now more than then? It may do great good dirvectly by
God’s blessing on the ordinance, and indirectly by animating the parents to
duty.

John iii. 28 : “ John was baptizing in Enon near to Salim, because there
was much water (were many waters there).” A favorer of immersion rea-
dily thinks that the words “because there was much water there,” are in-
serted on purpose to remove a difficulty supposed to attend immersion rather
than sprinkling, and thus to decide in its favor. But such a person totally

* The following was contained in the first copies in MS. .— By the covenant of cir-
cumecision God. who had blessed Abraham, engaged to be the covenant God of his seed,
and gave his male infants the privilege of circumeision. Now the blessing of Abraham
comes upon the Gentiles. Baptism is in the place of circumcision, for Paul says in
Philippians, * We are the circumcision.” and to the Colossians, *“In whom (viz., Christ}
ye are circumcised—buried with him in baptism ;” and therefore it is fairly inferred
thar the male infants of behevers should be baptized, and the females too as in Christ
there is no difference of sex. To this agree the words of our Saviour. © Suffer the lit-
tle children to come unto me—for of such is the kingdom of heaven,” and the words of
Paul, * Eise were yoar children unclean, but now are they holy.” Thus christian hap-
tism sx’x’cceeds circumeision a8 au initisting, and divers baptisms as a purifying ordi-
nance.
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mistakes the baptism of John. The phraseology of the following passages,
“ beginning from the baptism of John,” “ the baptism which John preached,”
“Lknowing only the baptism of John,” shews clearly that his baptism included
his whole administration, and of course the water includes whatever water
he and his hearers needed.

The true state of the case seems to be this: John began to preach in the
wilderness of Judea (Mat. iii. 4), which David calls “dry and thirsty land
wherein is no water,” Psalm Ixiii, 1. John could not know at first what
crowds wonld come to hear him, but when they came he felt the inconveni-
ence of his situation. He snw them suffering for want of water. He would
understand that its scarcity deterred some from coming to hear him, and
made others leave him sooner than they wished. Common sense taught
him to change his situation for the springs ot Enon and the banks of Jordan,
where large assemblies might be accommodated with this necessary of life.
But it is obviols that this change of situation was equally requisite whether
he baptized by immersion or sprinkling.

Rom. vi. 4: “ Buried with him by baptism” is supposed to favor immer-
sion; but with the burying of Christ immersion has not the slightest degree
of analogy. He was buried in the Scriptural sense of the word, but not in
the common sense, nor in any sense which accords with immersion. His
body was not put into a coffin or a grave, nor was a particle of earth thrown
over it. Joseph wrapt it in clean linen, and laid it in his tomb till prepara-
tion for his burying could be made. Women prepared spices and ointments,
and came early in the morning, after the Sabbath, to embalm it for the bu-
rying, but were happily prevented by his resurrection. Josepl’s tomb was
not like a grave, but like a closet or room in a dwelling house. Here he laid
the body of Jesus on the floor, or on a tabie, where it had neither the reality
nor the resemblance of immersion more than any other thing carried into a
room and laid on a floor or table. The force of the argument here depends
upon the mistake that Christ’s body was covered with earth in a grave like
our graves.

¢ Buried with him in baptism” expresses not the mode, but the design of
baptism. Paul exhorts the Romans not to live in sin, and urges their bap-
tism as a motive. Their baptism implied their believing in Christ, by which
they had communion with him in the benefits of his death, burial and resur-
rection ; which communion rightly improved would effectually prevent their
living in sin.

Acts viii. 38 : “ And they went down both into the water.” Going down
(to or) into the water and coming up (from or) out of the water is pleaded
in favor of immersion, but that sometimes it is most favorable to sprinkling
I can attest from experience. Being on & missionary excursion in Prince
Edward Island I agreed with several parents to baptize their children at
public worship next Sabbath, but neither they nor I took thought of provid-
ing a vessel for the water. The preaching was in the open air, by the side
of a brook, at a good distance from any house, and when I desired the pa-
rents to present the children for baptism there was no vessel. This how-
ever was no serious difficulty ; for any one in the congregation might say,
% See here is water, what doth hinder the children to be baptized ?” Asfar
as the brook was in sight of the congregation no part of it seemed deep enough
for immersing even infants, and no part of it too shallow for sprinkling them.
They were sprinkled by the water of the brook ; and half the congregation

¥ Acts i. 22, x. 37, and xviii. 25,
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went down to the water, and came up from it, where none of them conld be
immersed.

Should it be thought strange that there is no example of infant buptism
in the New Testament, I would remark in return that it must seem far more
strange that there is none in the Old, when for fifteen hundred years it was
the undoubted practice. Divine wisdom judged examples unnecessary. It
was enough for the Old Testament that the law plainly required it, and for
the New that the prophets as plainly foretold it. IHad it begun with the
Apostles a New Testament command or example would have been necessa-
ry; but not so when in their time it was an ancient practice known and ap-
proved by all.

Finally the Baptists tell us that a great proportion of the christian Church,
as the Greeks, Russians, &e., practise immersion to this day. Truc, but
when we ask by what authority they do this they can shew neither precept
nor example from Scripture. They reply, © The Grecks should know their
own language best, and they say that baptism is just immersion.” They may
say so, but they cannot know better than others the definitions of Secripture,
which have decided clearly that the baptism of one person by another with
water is by sprinkling. It is not superior knowledge of the Greek language,
but of Jewish practices, that decides the Scripture meaning of the word bap-
tism. Besides, when the Greek Church like the rest began to learn the way
of the heathen, her superior knowledge of the Greek language would serve
to facilitate the reception of heathenish modes and customs.

The scantiness of information about baptism in the New Testament can-
not be accounted for to satisfaction but by reference to the light of the Old.
In my view the error of the Baptists lies in neglecting this light* Con-
sulting only the New Testament, and not finding there the requisite direc-
tions as to its subjects or mode, they have chosen, rather than accompany
their brethren without light, to part with them and strike out a new path for
themselves, by denying the right of infants to the ordinance altogether, and
by taking immersion and baptism to be the same. But had they consulted
DMoses and the prophets they would have found a warrant both for infant
baptism and for sprinkling.

In baptism the sprinkling of water leads the mind directly to the blood of
sprinkling, for applying to-our souls both its atoning and purifying virtue to
remove the guilt and defilement of our sin.  Therein we profess to be united
to Christ, and partakers of his redemption and of his Holy Spirit. It lays
us under the strongest obligations to abstain from all filthiness of the flesh
and spirit, and to perfect holiness in the fear of God.

Baptism is greatly abused by ministers who dispense it to the igrorant or
profane, and by those adult persons who receive not with it the blessings
which it represents nor mind its delightful and sacred obligations. But it
scals all saving blessings to the faithful in Christ, and it binds them with
bonds of love to “ observe all things whatsoever he hath commanded them.”

* The light of the Old Testament shows = positive institution of infant baptism by
sprinkling, and repeated promises of its cominuance under the New, without the least
hint of immersion. But this is not all. The practice of infant baptism for so long &
period, in every family throughout the nation, is a clear comment on the language of
the New Testament respecting the baptizing of christian families and the baptizing of
all nations. giving a certain sound in favor of infant baptism.  Had the Old Testament
Church been o Baptist one, or without baptism ahtogether, infant baptism could not
have been inferred from such expressions, with any degree of clearness, for wantof pre-
cedents to fix their sense.  But, as the Old Testament Church was in fact a Pedobap-
tist one, her whole practice served for a precedent 10 establish the Pedobaptist sense of
the expressions.
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Infant baptism gives a striking display of the wonderful and gracious re-
gard of Christ for infants. “ Suffer the little children to come unto me and
forbid them not, for of such is the kingdom of God.” Though he may apply
his redemption to them without external means, yet baptism suits their in-
fant state as well as the.adult state of others; for salvation is wholly the
work of God and wholly of grace. e claims and recognizes them as mem-
bers of his body, equally with their parents, being the covenant God of the
seed of believers. He shows equal readiness to save the parent and the
child, and thus christian fathers and mothers are relieved from grievous
anxiety about the salvation of their offspring. By this ordinance the graci-
ous Redeemer animates the faith, the hope, and the affection of parents to
devote their tender infants cheerfully to- God, to pray frequently with them
and for-them, to watch the first dawning of their reason for beginning their
religious instruction, and to persevere therein while opportunity lasts. He
engages all the adult members of the Church to cherish them as infant bro-
thers and sisters in Christ; as fellow members, whose tenderness demands
all the sympathies and energies of brotherly love. He engages the infants
themselves, as soon as they can refleet, to cleuve in love and gratitude to that
Redeemer ‘who shewed his care for them before they knew themselves, and
to trast him and serve him all the days of their life.

May God, who commanded the light to shine out of darkness, shine into
the hearts of both parties, and dispose them to handle his word without de-
ceit and to be taught by him as the truth is in Jesus.

LOCALITIES IN PALESTINE.
NO. VL
THE DEAD SE4 AND ITS ENVIRONS.

The Dead Sea, taken in connexion with its history and surrounding scene-
Ty, is a very remarkable object—indeed, altogether without a parallel in the
known world. Its extraordinary depression—the intense saltness and den-
sity of its waters—its having no outlet, and yet the common receptacle of
large and steadily flowing streams—the wild and rugged grandeur of its
adjacent scenery—and, above all, the fearful judgments of the Almighty
that overthrew the godless cities, and impressed upon the scene its present
desolatious ;—invest the whole region with a kind of solemn and awful inte-
rest. The true character of the place remained long unknown. It was in-
stinctively shunned as a dread locality overshadowed with a veil of awful
mystery. Superstition had invested Loth the waters and the air with all
kinds of noxionus qualities ; and its misty exhalations, so generally visible
over its surface, had, in the imagination of ancient writers, clothed it with
supernatural horrors. )

Of late years, however, the Dead Sea has s*tracted greater notice. It
had been frequently visited by intelligent travellers, and every thing about
it subjected to careful investigation. The terrific coloring of former reports
had been greatly modified, and the whole region presented in a milder aspect.
In calm weather the lake presents the appearance of a fine sheet of blue
sparkling water, nearly 50 miles long and about 10 broad. It lies almost in
a line with the meridian, deeply sunk, like a great caldron, between two
parallel ranges of lofty, rugged mountains, backed with high table land on
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both sides ; those on the east are about 2000 feet high, vising boldly from
the water’s edge ; and those on the west are about 1500 feet, less precipitous,
and leaving an intermediate space on the shore, and a shallow beech.

The extraordinary depression of the Dead Sea is one of its most striking
features. This has been accurately ascertained only a few years ago. The
surface of the sea is 1312 feet below the level of the Mediterranean. The
northern portion of the sea is very deep, having been fivst sounded by Lieut.
Lynch in the year 1848, and ascertained to be 1800 feet about its central
and deepest places. This deep portion is the old and original sea that ex-
isted prior to the catastrophe that destroyed the ancient Cities of the Plain,
and it embraces about 40 miles of the present sca in length. The remaining
portion of the sea on the south—extending about ten miles further—is com-
paratively shallow, being only 18 feet at the greatest depth, and in some
places quite fordable. These two portions of the sea form, as it were, two
distinet lakes,—essentially different in their respective features,—the new or
recent formation on the south having been added to the old by the catas-
trophe mentioned above.

The water of the Dead Sea is excessively salt, far surpassing that of the
ocean. Its taste, too, i3 somewhat bitter and nauseous, resembling that of
salts and senna. It contains about one-fourth its weight in various salts, of
which those of soda, magnesia, and lime, are the most considerable. From
some of these ingredients the water produces a smarting sensation on the
skin when exposed to the air after immersion. These salts are derived from
a large isolated mountain of fossil salt, about 8 miles long, lining the south-
ern and shallow portion of the sea, on its western shore. This mountain,
about 300 feet high, is entirely composed of rock salt, covered only by avery
thin stratum of clay and lime. "When this superficial covering was onee re-
moved, which was very likely effected by the convulsions of nature that ini-
tiated the present desolation of that once fair and fertile plain,—the salt
would then be exposed to the weather, and so washed down into the sea in
large quantities by every shower that fell. This process, of course, is still
going on, and the saltness of the water constantly inereasing. This has con-
tributed, Leyond all ether things, to create and perpetuate the barrenuness
and sterility of that region. Had the waters continued pure and sweet, as
at fivst, the fire might have scorched and burnt up the ground, but all that
remained unscathed would have still retained its wonted fertility ; and this
would have actually been the case if the waters of the ancient lake had not
burst their original houndaries and spread forth to the immediate vicinity of
the salt mountain. The water is incapable of supporting animal life.

It is owing to the circumstance of the water holding in solution so much
salt that it owes its high specific gravity, being more than one-fifth hegvier
than rain water. Hence its remarkable power to sustain heavy bodies, with
which travellers have been at once much struck and amused. Dr Olin says,
in reference to his bathing in it, “ My body floated on the water like a piece
of waod. When I stood erect, my shoulders still rose abiove the water; and
in swimming, I experienced great difficulty in keeping both my arms and
legs in thie water at the same time.”

Several rivers fiow into the Dead Sea : the Jordan on the north, the Ar-
non and others on the east and south-east. Lieut. Lynch,a good judge, says
the Jordan is 56 yards wide and a little more than 4 feet deep; and that
the river Arnon at the first of May was 82 feet wide and 4 desp. If the
Jordan discharges six millions of tons daily into the sea, according to Dr
Shaw’s estimation, the Arnon and others will discharge at least two. Now,
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all this vast amount of water poured daily into the Dead Sea, must be car-
ried off by evaporation. This has seemed so incredible to some as to induce
them to imagine, without the slightest evidence, that there must be some
subterrancous channel by which the superfluous water is drained off towards
the Mediterranean Sea. But if we take into consideration the intense heat
generated in that locality by natural concurring causes, the power of evap-
oration will be found sufficiecnt to reduce the accumulating waters, and to
keep them within their usual bounds,—such as the great depression of the
sea lying like a deep caldron surrounded with lofty cliffs of naked Limestone
rock, and exposed for seven or eight months in the year to the unclouded
beams of a burning sun.  Under these circumstances, a process of evaporation
is carried on with immense rapidity and power. The water is seen to rise
in the form of a reddish vapour, and sometimes so dense as to obscure the
mountains on the opposite shore; and in this way a fair counterpoise is
formed to the waters discharged into the sea from all sources. This is the
case now. Formerly, when the surface of the lake was nearly one-fifth less,
the case may have been different. In those days the plain is said to have
been ¢ well watered everywhere”—literally, all of it watered. 'This sug-
gests the idea that the pure, and, as yet, unsalted water, may have overflow-
ed much of the plain during the rainy seacon, like the Nile, and in this man-
ner sustained perennial fertility. Dr Robison thinks it was done by irriga-
tion. Both methods may have been employed. At this day they irrigate
the soil by the river Xerak, in the vicinity of Zoar.

In taking a survey of the early history of this doomed and desolate region,
one would be naturally led to glance at the origin of Lot’s connexion with it,
and the remarkable incidents that preceded and attended his © escape” and
deliverance. But any notice of the former would unduly extend the present
article, and the interview of Abraham with the angel on their way to Sodom
will fall to be considered in another.

 The men of Sodom were wicked and sinners before the Lord exceeding-
ly. The cry of Sodom and Gomorrah had become great, and their sins very
grievous.” The inhabitants of those cities, and others associated with them,
living in luxuriant ease, had become so dreadfully wicked and licentious that
the Lord in his righteous judgment had resolved to glorify his justice in their
entire destruction, and to do it in such a way as would make them a lasting
example to all generations. For this reason he takes various means to ex-
hibit and demonstrate the extent and enormity of their wickedness. It is

- shown that while ten righteous persons wonld have saved the city, not even
that small number could be found in it. And then it was made painfully
apparent that all ranks and descriptions of persons were horribly debased
and abandoned to unparalleled wizkedness. Notanother word could be said
in their defence. Their doom is sealed and justice must take effect.  While
the Lord, in kindness and mercy to Lot, would have saved all his family, his
wife and two daughters alone could be persuaded to leave the city. It was
a moment of awful consternation. Even they lingered and hesitated. But
the angel took hold of them by the hand and led them without the city, and
said : ¢ Escape for thy life; look not behind thee, neither stay thou in all
the plains ; escape to the mountains, lest thou be consumed”—a fine repre-
sentation of the power of divine grace in drvawing sinners to Christ, as the
city of refuge. Gen. xix. 7. Lot's wife disobeyed the Lord’s express in-
Jjunction, and she was instantly struck dead upon the spot. ¢ She became a
pillar of salt.” In looking back she fell behind, and so was overtaken by the
desolating tempest that fell like a sirocco on the plain. Besides the light-
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ning’s flash, there scems to have been pourcd out upon the plain a superna-
tural torvent of “ brimstone and fire,” completely charging the whole atmos-
phere with noxious and destructive matter, incasing their bodies and creating
instant death. It has been conjectured, that in this way Lot’s wife had her
body suddenly wrapped in a sheet of nitro-sulphurous matter, which, con-
gealing into a crust, made her appear as a pillar of salt. )

The awful fate of those guilty cities and the everlasting destruction of the
plain, ave related in the 24th and 25th verses of the chapter. It was indeed
a tremendous judgment. The righteous vengeance of divine justice over-
hangs the whole region in deeply marked characters, And there it remains
a lasting monument of human wickedgess, * set forth for an example, suffer-
ing the vengeance of etérnal five.”  Different opinions have been entertained
respecting the extent of that catastrophe. It has been supposed that the
vale of Siddim was originally commensurate with the present boundaries of
the Dead Sea, and that it was sunk at that time, as if by an earthquake, and
converxted into a standing lake. This notion, however, is utterly untenable,
as will afterwards more clearly appear. That portion of the plain on which
the ancient cities stood, was not submerged, but first burnt up and then over-
flowed. The electric fluid, or the fire from heaven, penctrating the light
vegetable soil reposing on a deep substratum of bitumen, would readily set
this on fire, which, from its combustible natuvre, would continue to burn in
every direction until it reached the waters of the original lake on the north,
when the whole excavation occasioned by the intense conflagration, which
Abraham beheld, would be overflowed, and the fire everywhere extinguish-
ed. The devastations occasioned by that catastrophe, then, were confined
to the vale of Siddim, which lay on the south of the original lake, and con-
tained an area of upwards of 200 square miles, being about 18 miles long
and 12 broad. The space occupied by this ancient vale of Siddim com-
prises three distinctly marked portions. The southern portion, being about
8 miles in length, and so containing 80 square miles, is a barren salt marsh,
There was not much of this burnt except “the grass which grew wpon the
ground.” This is # the valley of salt.,” where Amaziah slew the Edomites,
and David the Syrians (Edowmites?) The north-west portion, which was
deeply burnt, is the present shallow part of the Dead Sea, and it comprises
about 80 square miles. Xt was here chiefly where most of the cities stood.
The remaining portion to the north-east includes the peninsula, so-called,
and so distinctly marked on all recently-constructed maps, and containg
about 40 square miles. It is well known that the city of Zoar was situated
here, and consequently this part of the plains was shiclded from the destroy-
ing element to afford a secure asylum tor Lot at his special request. Now,
the evidence is clear and satisfactory, that these three portionstnow enume-
rated and described, comprising 200 square miles, and lying on the south of
the deep lake, 7s the vale of Siddim. It is certain they were situated with-
in a moderate distance of each other, and not spread over a vast country
extending 100 miles in length. They were “joined together,” and were in
the near vicinity of Zoar. Sodom, the principal city, was not more than 4
miles from it, as is accurately determined by the time Lot required to reach
it, at least the time he occupied in reachingit. “ Everything favors the sup-
position,” says Lynch, “that the guilty cities stood on the southern plain,
between Usdum and the Mountains of Moab.” '

An opinion has been long entertained, that the Dead Sea had no existence
until the destruction of the Gities of the Plain ; and it has been assumed that
the Jordan, before that period, had flowed right on to the Red Sea. This
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hypothesis was revived about 80 years ago by the publication of Buckhardt’s
travels, who first discovered and deseribed the Arabah, or desert plain,
through which the river was supposed to pass. This Arabah, or desert plain,
is about 8 miles broad, and extends all the way from the Dead to the Red
Sea. This hypothesis did not originate with the traveler himself, but was
suggested by the editor of his works after the author’s decease. No man
who has seen the region through which the river is supposed to have run,
has ever given the slightest countenance to such an hypothesis ; but, on the
contrary, all travelers who have examined or passed through the Arabah,
have declared with one voice that the thing is utterly impossible. It has
been thought, however, that Seripture favors the opinion. It is certain that
Scripture and nature must necessarily harmonize. When, for example, it
is said in Gen. xiii. 10, that “ Lot beheld all the plain of Jordan that it was
well watered everywhere, before the Lord destroyed Sodom and Gomorrah,”
it certainly favors the notion that there was no sea there then, as there is no
mention made of it; and that the plains of Jordan stretched all the way
along to Sodom, with the river in the middle, especially as it is so well
known that Lot ultimately fixed his residence at Sodom ; but the fact is no-
where asserted, and it isinot necessarily implied. Let us turn now to Deut.
xxxiv. 8, and there we shall see the same region recognized s a plain in the
days of Moses, with as little allasion to any sea: “The Lord shewed Moses
the plain of the valley of Jericho unto Zoar 1t is said: ¢ Lot journeyed
east’—literally, on the east, or eastward. He first went down to the plain
of Jordan in the vicinity of Jericho,—the spot which first attracted his cu-
pidity. Then he crossed the Jordan after a time, and went south to Siddim
by a route on the east of the sea, precisely the same by which the Israelites
approached the land of Canaan, and which Akil and his party followed in
going south to meet Lieut. Liynch at Kerak, in 1848.

But Dr Kitto, whose partiality for the old hypothesis is insurmountable,
contends that the vale of Siddim, so limited, was a very “ contracted area
for five kings ; their very gardens and orchards must have touched cach
other,” he says. Notwithstanding, there is ample space in 200 square miles
to place them 6 miles apart. This would make a pretty large garden! Be-
sides, the population at that early period could not be large ; and their kings
were nothing more than modern sheiks. Xitto further urges Lynch’s state-
ment, that there runs a ravine, or narrow channel, along the bottom of the
deeper lake, corresponding with the bed of the Jordan, and which seems to
correspond with the wady el-Jeib on the south. Lieut. Lynch is an ac-
tive man, and a proficient in his own profession, but a2 very unfit man to un-
dertake a scientific exploration. If there were such a ravine in the bottom
of the deeper lake, it would be in the other also, and much more easily de-
tected, where the water, instead of being 1300 feet deep, is in some places
less than 12 inches deep all the way across. The rayine has no existence
but in his owa imagination.

But the most decisive argument against the hypothesis, is the utter impos-
sibility in the nature of things of the Jordan ever having flowed to the Red
Sea. The water-shed between the two seas, is at a point about two-thirds
of the way from the Dead Sea; and there the whole region stands 800 feet
above the level of both the Mediterranean and Red Sea, (for both seas are
fdow found to be on the same level). Let that be added to the present de-
pression of the Dead Sea, and it gives 2100 feet that the waters of that sea
would require to be raised, even to bring them on a level with the summit
height of the Arabah, This would raise the waters of the Jordan to the
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very tops of the highest mountains, which Lynch pretends to say are older
than the sea. Further, the wady el-Jeib, the gorge in the Arabah, hus a
heavy fall towards the Dead Sea. Besides, the valleys which empty their
waters into that gorge, have all a northerly direction—thus plainly indicating
that they weve so formed at the creation, and that no change has taken place
on the face of the country since. And the high table land on the west of
the Arabah sends its waters all the way to the Dead Sea from a point fur-
ther south than the head of the eastern gulf of the Red Sea itself. In short,
although the whole region between the two seas were depressed to the level
of the Red Sea—that is, 800 feet,—still, in order to send the waters of the
Jordan south to that seq, its bed would require to be raised throughout its
whole course to such an elevation as would send its waters to the Meditter~
ranean, through the valley of Jezreel, and consequently overflow half the
land of Palestine.

REVIEWS.

Tre Testivoxy oF tie Rocks; or, Geology in its bearing on the two
Theologies, natural and revealed. By Hugh Miller.

In taking up this volume, every reader must have his mind impressed
with the melancholy circumstances in which it was produced. Apart from
the “ memorials” of the life and death of the respected author, with which
the work is introduced, one can scarcely read the work without some feeling
of sadness at the fate of its author. To these circumstances we have in a
former No. adverted. We may now add, that in perusing this volume we
are strongly reminded of the Hebrew champion against the Philistines. In
life, he, by the vigor of his onslaught, Sampson-like, scattered with such fee-
ble instruments as the scales and plates of fossil fish, or the bones of reptiles,
exhumed from their rocky tomb, hosts of objections raised against Revela-
tion; but it is sad that his own life should be the costly price paid for his
last victory, even although we might add, as was said of old, * So the dead
which he slew at his death were more than they which he slew in his life”

The circumstances in which the work appeared,independent of the author
or the subject, were sufiicient to engage attention. Public expectation was
in consequence highly excited, and the result has been a sale almost unpre-
cedented for a work of so scientific a cheracter.  Since the excitement which
these circumstances produced has subsided, and the natural curiosity excited
by them regarding the work has been gratified, perbaps something of a feel-
ing of disappointment has come over the minds of many. Two circumstan-
ces bave contributed to this. In the first place, much of it is too scientific
for the popular mind ; and in the second place, it has been found that nearly
the whole has been given to the public already. The volume consists of
twelve lectures, nearly all of which were delivered in public, and some of
which have been given to the world through the press. The charm of no-
velty was thus in a Jarge measure lost.  Still with these abatements we have
before us a noble work—one which will be a more enduring monument of
the author than marble obelisk—one which, we think, will scarcely perish
while the English language lasts.

It must be observed, however, that it is far from being a complete treatise
on the subjeet on which it treats. It by no means fully illustrates the evi-
dénces of design and of the creator’s wizdom and goodness which the disco-
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veries of Geology afford.  In this respect we regard this, the latest born of
the sciences, as opening a rich mine of materials for the illustration and de-
fence of divine truth, which, so far from being fully wrought, has yet scarce-
ly been explored. We believe that it is yet destined to yield as rich contri-
butions to christian evidences as either Astronomy or Physiology. The man
who will render the same service for it that Paley and Derbam and Chal-
mers have done for them, will render a service to the cause « f truth, the im-
portance of which cannot be over-estimated. Iitherto the christian apolo-
gist has been occupied in reference to Geology rather in the way of defence.
Its discoveries have apparently come into'such divect collision with the state-
nents of the Word of God, they at all events so completely upset our long
received interpretations of that book—interpretations so long cherished that
we clung to them as to the veritable truths of God’s Word—that the efforts
of those who bave written on the subject have been generally expended in
endeavors to remove apparent discrepancies, and bring the teachings of sci-
ence and revelation into harmony. Probably the time has not come for
anything further. When the Copernican system was promulgated, the efforts
of the friends of divine truth were long directed to showing its perfect con-
sistency with God’s Word. It was a much later age that produced Chal-
mers’ Astronomical Diséourses. So with Geology. The writers of the pre-
sent age are occupied with warding off the assaults made by infidels, with
weapons drawn from the arsenal of Geological Science. It remains to seize
the weapons from their grasp, and with these to overturn the refuges in
which they have trusted.

For this work the lamented author of this volume was eminently fitted,
and he has contributed much toward the object. Unlike the writings of many
geologists, which ignore the evidences of the Creator’s power and Godhead,
so palpably presented before their eyes, by the facts of the science, his
writings are interspersed throughout with devout acknowledgments of the
Creator, and some of them are written with the avowed design of counteract-
ing the infidel tendencies of some pseudo-philosophers, and illustrating the
evidence which Geology affords of the truths of inspiration.

As the subject of Geology in its bearings upon religious truth is a subject
of importance in the present day, we design not only noticing the volume
before us, but discussing the whole questions which it raises. That there
cannot be any real contrariety between science and Scripture, is one of the
firmegt beliefs of the intelligent christian.  The author of nature is the God of
the Bible, and whatever contrariety there may appear to be through our
imperfect apprehension of the truths of the one or the other, yet as our in-
formation extends, we will sce that they not only entirely harmonize, but
confirm and illustrate each other.

- Tt is well known that the points in which Geology chiefly comes into col-
lision with our received interpretations of Scripture are as to the antiquity
of the earth and the changes which have taken place upon its surface. In-
stead of the earth being created and brought into its present order, and all
the creatures upon it formed, in the space of six literal days, at the time that
man was created about 6000 years ago, Geology teaches that it existed millions
of years previously—that during unnumbered ages it was going through a se-
ries of important changes, by which it was gradually fitted to be the abode
of man—that during these preadamite periods, its surface was occupied by
various tribes of animals and plants, generally very different from those now
existing upon it, and most of which are now extinct—that each of these va-
rious periods had its creation of groups of animals and plants, completely
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istinet from the eras which preceded or followed—and that these vavious
periods exhibit a progress of organized existence from the lowest forms of
animal and vegetable life, appearing in the earlier strata of the earth up till
man, whose remains only appear in the superficial deposits of the eavth, and
who is therefore regarded as the last created.  This is not the place to ex-
hibit the evidence of these views. We aceept them as the conclusions of
all Gealogists, or we may say of all whoe have really examined the subject.

The object of the present work, then, is, to show the bearing of these truths
(for as such we must receive them) upon Theology, natural and revealed.
The first lecture is on the history of Plants during the various periods previ-
ous to man’s existence on the carth. This is interesting to the Geologist, and
even to the general yeader, but has no special religious bearing.  Toward
the close of the lecture, however, in deseribing the era immediately preced-
ing man’s creation, he has the following passage, showing how the plants so
needed for his sustenance or his comfort were produced just previously, thus
illustrating the goodness of the Creator in the provision which he makes for
his creatures, and also the wisdom of his arrangements.

« Not until we enter the Tertiary periods do we find floras amid which man
might have profitably labored as a diesser of gardens, a tiller of fields, or a keeper
of flocks and herds. Nay, there are whole orders and families of plants of the very
first importance to man, which do not appear until late in even the Tertiary ages.
Some degree of doubt must always attach to merely negative evidence; but A;; -
siz, a geologist whose statements must be received with respect by every student
of the science, finds reason to conclude that the order of the Rosacex—an order
more important to the gardener than any other, and to which the apple, the pear,
the quince, the cherry, the plum, the peach, the apricot, the victorine, the almond,
the raspberry, the strawberry, and the varions bramble berries belong, together
with all the roses and potentillas—was infroduced only a short time previcus to
the appearance of man. And the true grapes—a still more important order, which,
as the carn-bearing plants of the Agricalturist, feed at the present time at least two-
thirds of the human species, and in their humbler varieties form the staple food of
the grazing animals, scarce appear in the fossil state at all.

“ et me instance one other family of which the fossil has not yet succceded in
finding any trace in even the Tertiary deposits, and which appear to have been
specially creased for the gratification of human sense.  Unlike the Rosaces, it ex-
hibits no rich blow of color or tempting show of Juscious fiuit; it does not appeal
very direetly to cither the sense of taste or of sight; bat it 1s vichly odoriferous :
aud though deemed somewhat out of place in the garden for the last century and
more, it enters largely into the composition of some of our most fashionable per-
fumes. I refer to the Zabiate family—a family to which the lavenders, the miuts,
the thymes and the hyssops belong, with basil, rosemary and marjoram. * % =

« There have been classes of religionists not wholly absent from our own country,
and well known on the continent, who have deemed it a merit to deny thewselves
cvery pleasure of sense, however innocent -and delicate.  The excellent but mis-
taken Pascal refused to look upon a lovely landscape ; and the Port Royalist nuns
remarked, somewhat simply for their side of the arqument, that they seemed as if
warring with Providence, seeing that the favors which he was abundantly shower-
ing upon them, they, in obedience to the stern law of their lives, were continually
rejecting.  But it s better, surely, to be on the side of Providence against Pascal
and the nuns, than on the side of Pascal and the nuns against Providence. The
great Creator who has provided so wisely and so abundantly for all bis creatures,
knows what is best for us, infinitely better than we do ourselves; and there is nei-
ther sense nor aerit, surely, in churlishly refusing to partake of that ample enter-
tainment, sprinkled with delicate perfumes, garnished with roses, and erowned with
the most dehcious fruit, which we now know was not only specially nrepared for
us, but also got ready, as nearly as we can judge, for the appointed hour of our ap--

pearance at the feast.  This we also know, that when the Divine Man came into-

the world—unlike the Port Royalists, he did not refuse the temperate use of any
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of these luxuries, not even of that * ointment of spiknard very precious,” a product
.of the Labiate family, with which Mary anointed bhis feet.”

The second lecture contains a similar history of animals from the first in-
dication of animal life,'through the great eras of the fishes, the reptiles, the
birds and the quadrupeds, up to man, the latest born of God’s creatures.—s
This lecture brings out several points claiming attention. The first is that
during the preadamite eras there was death among the inferior animals as
now, and stranger still that there were carnivorous animals preying upon
other tribes.

“ Before passing onwards to other and higher classes and orders as they oceurred
in creation, permit me to make the formidable armor of the earlier fishes, offonsive
and defensive, the subject of a single remark. * % % This early exhibition of
tooth and spine and sting—of weapons constructed alike to ¢cut and to pierce—to
unite two of the most indispensable requirements of the modern armorer—a keen
edge to a strong back,—nay, stranger still, the examples furnished in this primeval
time, of weapons found not only to kill but to torture, must be altogether at vari-
ance with the preconceived opinions of those who hold that until man appeared in
creation, and darkened its sympathetic face with the stain of moral guilt, the reign
of violence and outrage did not begin, and that there was no death among its in-
ferior creatures, and no suffering.  * % #  Anditis a truth as certain as the
existence of a southern hemisphere, or the motion of the earth round both its own
axis, and the great solar centre, that, untold ages ere man had sinned or sufered,
the animal creation exhibited exactly its present state of war,—that the strong
armed with formidable weapons, exquisitely constructed to kill, merged upon the
weak ; and that the weak, sheathed many of them in defensive armor equally ad-
mirable in its mechanism, and ever increasing and multiplying upon the earth far
beyond the requirements of the mere maintenance of these races, were enabled to
escape, as species, the assaults of the tyrant tribes, and to exist unthinned for un-
reckoned ages. It has been weakly and impiously urged,—as if it were merely
with the Geologist that men had to settle the matter,—that such an economy of
warfare and suffering—of warring and being warred upon, would be unworthy an
all-powerful and all-benevolent Providence, and in effect a libel on his povernment
and character. But that grave charge we leave the objectors to settle with the
great Creator himself. Be it theirs, not ours, according to the poet, to

“ Snatch from his hand the balance and the rod,
Re-judge hus justice, be the god of God.”

“Be it enough for the Geologist rightly to interpret the record of creation,-~to
leclare the truth as he finds it—to demonstrate, from evidence no clear intellect
ever yet resisted, that he, the Creator, from whom even the young lious seek their
food, and who giveth to all the beasts, great and small, their meat in due season,
ever wrought as he now works in his animal kingdom,—that he gave to the prime-
val fishes their spines and their stings,—to the primeval reptiles their trenchant
teeth and their strong armor of bone,—to the primeval mammals their great
tusks and their sharp claws,—that he of old divided all his creatures, as now, into
animals of prey, and tbe animals preyed upon,—that from the beginning of things
he inseparably established among his non-responsible existences the twin laws of
generation and of death,—nay, further, passing from the establisked truths of Geo-
Togic to one of the best established truths of T%eologic science— God’s eternal just-
ice and truth, let us assert, that in the Divine Government, the matter of fact
always determines the question of right, and that whatever bas been done by him
who rendereth no account to man of his matters, he had, in all ages and in all
places, an unchallengeable right to do.”

A second point.of interest is that until the latest strata there is no appear-
ance-of true serpents. The view which My M. takes of this we shall give
in his own words—

« Curiously enough, it is not until its times of iumiliation and decay that one of
the most remarkable of its orders appears,—an order itself illustrative of extreme
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degradation, and which figures largely in every acheme of mythology that borrow-
ed through traditional channels fram divine revelation. as a meet representation of
man’s great enemy the Evil One. I of course refer to the Ophidian or serpent fa-
mily. The earliest Ophidian remains known to the Palacontologist occur in that
ancient deposit of the Tertiary division known as the London Clay, and must have
belonged to serpeats, some of them allied to the Pythons, some to the sea snakes,
which, judging from the corresponding parts-of recent species, must have been from
fourteen to twenty feet in length.

« And here let us again pause for a moment to remark how strangely these iras-
cible, repulsive reptiles,—creatures lengthened out far beyond the proportions of
the other members of their class by mere vegetative repetitions of the vertebre,—
condemued to derive wormlike their ability of progressive motion from the nay-
like scales of the abdomen—venomous in many of their species—formidable in
others to even the noblest animals, from their fascinating powers and their great
craft,—the very types and examples (our highest naturalists being the judges) of
the extreme of animal degradation,—let us, 1 say, remark how strangely their lusto-
ry has been mixed up with that of men and of religion in all the older mythologies
were derived. It was one of the most ancient of the Pherenician fables, that the
areat antagonist of the gods was a gigantic serpent, that had at one time been their
subject, but revolted against them and became their enemy. It was a monstrous
serpent that assailed and strove to destroy the mother of Apollo, ere yet the birth
of the god, which, long after, Apolio m turn assailed and slew. Tt was a great ser-
pent that watched over the appies of the Hesperides, and that Hercules ere be
could possess himself of the fruit had to combat and kill. It was a frightful serpent
that guarded the golden fleece from Jason, and which the Levo had to destroy in
the first instance, and next to exterminate the strange brood of armed men that
sprang up from its down teeth. In short, the old mythologies are well nizh as full
of the serpent as those Runie obelisks of our country, whose endless knots and
complicated fretwork arve formed throughout of the interlacings of snakes. Let us
however accept as representative of this innumerable class of legends the classical
story, rendered yet move classical by the profound and reverend comment given by
Bacon in lus ¢ Wisdom of the Ancients.”” * Jupiter and the other gods,” says the
philosopher in his simple version of the tradition, * conferred upon men a wost ac-
ceptable and desirable boon,—the gift of perpetual youth. But men, foolishly
overjoyved thereat, laid this present of the gods upon an ass, who in returning back
with it, being extremely thirsty, and coming to a fountain, the serpent who was
guardian thereof, would not suffer him to drink, but upon condition of receiving
the burden he carried, whatever it should be. The »illy ass complied; and thus
the perpetual renewal of youth was for a sup of water transterred from men to'the
race of serpents.” ¢ That this gi’t of perpetual youth should pass from men toser-
pents,” continues Bacon, “ seems added by way of ornament and illustration to the
fuble.” And it certainly kas much of the appearance of an afterthonght.  But how
very striking the resemblance borne by the story, as a whole, to that narrative in
the opening page of buman history which exhibits the first parents of the race as
yielding up to the temptation of the serpent the gift of imwortality ; and farther,
how remarkable the fact that the reptile selected as typical heve of the great fallen
Spirit, that kept not his first estate, should be at once the reptile of latest appear-
ance in creation and the oue selected by philosophical naturalists as representative
of a reversed process in the course of being,—of a downward, sinking career from
the vertebrate antetype toward greatly lower types in the invertebrate division !
‘The fallen spirit is represented in revelation by what we are now taught to recog-
nize in science as a degraded reptile.”

Toward the close of this lecture he shows how, in the era immediately pre-
ceding man’s creation, the animals most needed for his use came into exis-
tence.

« At length the buman period begun. A creature appears upon the scene un-
like all that had preceded him, and whose nature it equally is to look back apon
the events of the past,—among other matters, on that succession of beings npon
the planet which he inhabits, with which we are this evening attempting to deal,—
and to antivipate at least one succession more, in that still future state 1 wh.chhe
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The Shepherd and the Fold.

Sept.

himself is again to appear, in happier circumstances than now and in a worthier

character.”

The third and {ourth lectures are devoted to the reconciliation of the teach-

ings of Geology with the Mo=uaic account of the Creation.

DBut this is of so

much importance that we must make it the subject of a separate article.

Lrssoxs ror e Lntrre Oxes, by a Teacher of Infants. Philadelphia

Presbyterian Board of Publication.
Trus little volume contains a number of “ lessons,”
ones too, for very young children, chietly on Scrirture subjects.

P. 180,
> and very instructive

We have

transferred one, of them to our © Children’s Corner.”

Children's Corner,

THE SHEPHERD AND THE
FOLD.
“ And there shal be one fold, and one
shepherd.”—dJonx x. 16.
PART L—THE SHEPHERD:

Shepherds, in eastern lands, are very
fond of their sheep; and as there are
many more dangers round them thanin
this country, they are obliged to be very
careful. There is not one lamb in all
the fold which the shepberd dees not
know: and he has a name for each, which
it will answer to at his call.  Very often
he leads them to feed on the mountain
side, or guides them to some green cpot
in the wilderness, where there are no
hedges to keep them in the right path,
and the way is sometimes rocky, or
blocked up with stones and sand. ~ This
makes it necessary for the shepherd to go
before. 1 dare say when you saw a flock
of sheep passing along the road, the
shepherd came last; but in Canaan he
must go first, to make a path. Far out
in the wilderness the shepherd sees a
areen shady spot where springs a cool
refreshing fountain—and he wishes his
flock to be there. The way is blocked
up with stonesand dritts of sand, blown
by the wind across the desert. Now
the shepherd calls his sheep, and going
-on a little before, he puts aside every
stone, leads them sately round the heaps
of sand, and with his own footsteps makes
a narrow path, by which lamb after lamb
can safely follow. e is very careful
not to tire his floclk, and if he hears a lit-
tle bleat of distress, he stops, and gently
takes the feeble lamb in his bosom; and
so carrying them over the hard places,
and making the way as smooth as possi-
ble, the shepherd brings them into plea-
sant pastures.

Young David was a brave and good

she\)hcrd; when he led out his sheep he
walked before, and presently as they
went along, out from a low woody jun-
gle there sprung a fierce devouring lion.
There he stood in the narrow path, with
his large mouth open ready to tear the
sheep in pieces, and if they had been
first they must bave perished. But Da-
vid was there, he took his sling from his
side, and putting in a stone, flung it at
the lion’s head, and the monster was kill-
ed. The fight was over, but another
danger came. A low, growling sound
was heard among the rocks, the noise be-
came louder and nearer, and the shep-
herd was not surprised when he saw &
huge savage bear litting up its great paw
and watching for the sheep.  Ile, too was
killed, for David feared neither the lion
nor the bear, and the flock was safe.
This is a pleasant picture of a kind
shepherd, and a happy flock. It was
the picture which Jesus drew, when he
wished to explain to his disciples what
he was going to do. He had come from
Licaven, the land of green pastures and
still waters, down into this world which
seemed like a wide barren wilderness.
Why did hecome? Listen to what he
says, * I am the good shepherd.” He
wished to gather the sheep and lambs
who were wandering about without any
onc to take care of them ; and after he
had given them a name, to be his own
sheep, he would go before like the shep-
herds in the East, and lead them through
many pleasant places into a safe fold.
Jesus makes a path for his sheep.  When
God created this beautiful world, there
was an easy way to heaven—the way of
holiness. But man’s sin blocked it up,
as stones do in the desert, and the sheep
could not get over these troubles—they
often tried, but only the Good Shepherd
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could do it, and theflock who follow him,
will find a smooth path to heaven.

What do you think about it, dear
children ? Will you be a wandering
lamb, or will you ask to be taken into
the flock who follow Jesus, the Good
Shepherd?  Jesus meets the danger.
There is o lion in our way—a roaring li-
on—we are never safe from him, he goes
about seeking for all the lonely little
lambs to devour. If you are walking
with the flock behind the Good Shep-
herd, you are safe. For Jusus promises
ta tread down Satan under his feet, and
he is the lien inour way. Dear chil-
dren, would you not like him to give
you a name,and take you intolis fock ?
d think you would be so happy then,
Listen to the voice of the Good Shep-
herd, for every little lamb is precious
his sight. This is the first part of our
lesson ; after we have rested a little
while, [ will explain to you about the fold.

PART IL—THE FOLD.

Dear children, have you ever thought
what a pleasant thing it is to be at home,
when the wind blows rough and cold,
and the beavy rain poursdown ?  Ilow
avet and gloomy it looks eutside ! Then
ave stir the fire into a warm bright blaze,
close the shutters and the doors, and feel
so safe and comfortable ; but whilst we
are happy, do you know that there ave
thousands of poor people and young
children who cannot doaswedo ?  They
must stay out ift the soaking rain with
little or no shelter, and shiver in the
piercing cold, because they have no
heme. They look in at our windows,
and see the warm fire, and the happy
faces of the children, and they would
like to be inside ; but they are houseless
wanderers. Is there no place where
they may go? Yes! Many good people
who pity them, have opencd houses to
be homes for these children, and asked
them to come in and live there! Do
you think they all go? No! some pre-
fer to stay out in the cold and wet.
Shall I tell you why ? It is settled that
all who come into these homes must obey
the rules, and bebave well to the mas-
ter of the house; and they do not like
this. Many of them have gencinto bad
company, and become very wicked ; and
they do not cheose to give up their
naughty ways for the sake of a nice,
safe home. There are many such fool-
ish children and people, and I think we
should pity them and try to persuade
them to do right.

The Skepherd and the Fold.

405

But perbaps you will say, that 1 have
forgotten the subject.  The text isabout
a fold and a shepherd. Do you know
what a foldis? Itis the home of the
sheep, and Jesus calls us the tflock. So
you see I have not gone far away. The
Saviour speaks to us as it we were sheep,
and therefore he calls our home a fold.
He says, there shall be one fold and one
Shepherd.  Now you know there are a
great many homes—your home, and my
hoge, and other children’s homes, all
ove®™the world. But which home do
you love best? 1 think you will all
answer, I love my own dearhome. We
are talking about a home for our bodies.
Jesus speaks about a home for our souls.

Let me tell you what sort of a place
homeis. Itisa safe place. The little
lambs love the green pasturesin the day-
time; then they can cat the grass, and
skip about, and play with each other,
aud feel very happy ; but as soon as the
sun goes down behind the hills, and the
sky begins to be dark, they gather round
the sheplberd,and he leads them into their
sale home, where they can lie down and
sleep without any fear; for the door is
shut aud the shephierd keeps his watch.
They hear the bears and lions prowling
about outside for their food, but it does
not frighten them, because they are safe
athome. Have you seen the little chick-
ens playing about, and picking up their
food 2 The fox is their enemy. The
mother watches, and if she sees him com-
ing, she calls her litle ones and they
quickly yun home. Where is their
home ? It isunder their mother’s wings

. (-}
—so warm and safe. Children often
ran about and play, butifa storm ga-
thers in the sky, or danger is near, they
are soon at home, for there they are safe.

Home is a loving place. Alittle boy,
who lived in a row of houses all built
alike, made 2 mistake one day and went
into the wrongone. But he soon found
it out, for no one knew him, or seemed
glad to sce him; it was all so strange,
he was glad to go out and find his own
home. Our mother is at home, and she
is so kind and patient, she thinks of all
we want, and her face has such a sweet
smile—we love our mother dearly. Our
father, too,is at home, and we ave so
happy when he teaches us, and some-
times plays with us; and our brothers
and sisters live at home—they are our
dear companions and friends. Weall
love one another at home.

It isakappy place. Stormscome out-
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side, but there is peace within, See
that littie straying lamb who is just
brought into the fold by the kind Shep-
herd. He wandered into the wilder-
ness and lost his way, and the evil beasts
had nearly seized upon him, when the
kind Shepherd sought for his lamb, and
brought the poor little trembling crea-
ture back into his fold. The lamb is
happy now, he does not wish to wander
any more. Look, again, at that sailor
who has just returned from a long dan-
gerous voyage across the sea. Oh, what
pleasure there is in his face as he jumps
upon the land! WWhere is he going in
such haste? Tlomic to his wife and
children. Idis heart beats with joy as
he lifts the latch of the cottage door.
He ishappy becaunsc heis at home. Now
do you think that the home which our
Saviour makes ready for his children,
is as pleasant a home as I have told you
about? It is a resting pldce for our
hearts. You know dear children, that
you are often unhappy in your minds.
Wheg we do wrong it makes us sorrow-
ful ; and sometimes we feel tired of sin-
ful ways. Then we wish to be happy,
and good, and safe—our souls wish to be
at home. Where isa home for oursouls ?
It is with Jesus. Let me tell you about
it

It is asgfe place. Satan is the ene-
my who would hurt us, but Jesus will
take us into the fold, and shut the door,
and we are quite safe. No evil can en-
ter there.

It is a loving place. How can I tell

Religious Intelligence..
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yvou of the love of Jesus ? Sometimes
we say to our friends, How much do you
loveme? But we can only measure love
by our actions. Jesus has giver his life
for the sheep. If we could put together
the fove of our fathers and mothers,
brothers, sisters, and friends, what a great
heap it would be! But the love of the
Saviour to usis far more than all that.
Ve learn to know a great many difliculs
things, but we cannot know all the love
of Christ. His love is everlasting—like
the large full sea, withouot a bottom, and
without a shore. What a loving home to
be with Jesus! Come, and sce, dear
children, if it is not a happy place. No
troubles, no sins, no pains.  Jesus takes
care of his children, he comforts them
like your mother comforts you, and he
provides for them cvery good thing.
Oh, is not this a happy picture ?  May
you lave it for your own?! Yes, dear
children, if you go to Jesns and ask him
for it, he will give it to you s and it wiil
be your real home, if you will obey the
rules, and try to please the Master. Je-
susinvites you now—and if you once come
into this bies8ed fold you will never go
out. He will take youinto heaven at
last, the one happy home where all God’s
cbildren shall me et together, and part no
more.

Dear Saviour, thou who art the good
Shepherd, take me, thy little Tamb, into
thy happy fold, and when my body dies,
let my spirit dwell there for ever.—From
& Lessons for the Little Dnes,” pudlished
by the Preshylerian Board.

Religious Imtelligernice.

MASSACRE OF MISSIONARIES
AT DELEL

We find in a letter from the Rev Dr
Kay dated Bishop’s College, Calcutta,
June 5, 1857, the sad intellizence that
the Mission at Delhi, of the Society for
the Propagation of the Gospel, bas come
to an end for the present, by the mur-
der of its founder and devoted mis-
sionarics. We give a portion of the
letter, addressed to the Secretary of the
Society, the Rev Ernest Hawkins :—

« REV AND DEar Sir,—DMy last
hasty note will have prepared you for
my present sad tidings.  The Delhi Mis-
sion has been completely swept away.
Rumours to this effect were current
from the beginning of the outbreak ;
but we kept oa hoping that some of the

members of the mission might have es-
caped. Tt is not indeed, absolutely cor-
tain, even now, what bas occurred. Yet
even the most sanguine are compelled to
believe that the Rev Mr Jennings and
his daughter, the Rev Mr Hubbard. Me
Sandys, and Chimmum Lall, were all
killed. Captain Douglas, too,a warm
supporter of the mission, shared their
fate. Cf Ram Chunderand Louis Koch
{the latter of whom left college only last
Januvary), nothing is said. They may
therefore have escaped, though our hopes
are of the faintest kind. Two native
Christians succeeded in escaping to Agra.
One of them says that he saw Mr Hub-
bard fall, aud the other that e saw Mr
Sandys’ dead body. And Mr Jackson
has been spaved,—* his life given him.
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fora prey” What a deep interest will
now attach itself in his miud to every
incident of his missionary life. It must
have been a fear{ul trial to encounter the
wild, unrelenting bigotry of the Mussul-
man crowd. But our assured hope is,
that our dear brethern were supported
by the power of Him whom the first
martyr saw ¢ standing at the vight hand
of God? I will not say much of those
whom God has taken in this solemn way
to himselt. You well know the un-
wearied diligence of the secretary—I
might almost say, the founder of the
mission; Mr Hubbard’s subklued energy,
and Mr Sandys’ eager and gzealous ac-
tivity, and Chimmum Lall’s honest integ-
rity, were known to all. T cannot, how-
ever, withold from you a remrkable
testimony to the character of the mission,
which was sentto me by the Bishop of
Calcutta, only a few days before the ont-
break. Itisan extract from the visita-
tion Report of the Bishop of Madras.
He says—* Of the latter missions, viz.,
those of the Society for the Propogation
of the Gospel, I have already expressed
my opinion, that the one at Delhi is
among the most hopeful and promising
of our India mission-fields.

A letter in the Patriof, from the Rev
Thomas Evans, writtenat Agra on the
3d of June, gives a heart-rending ac-
count of the massacre of the Baptist
missionary, native teacher, and Christian
ladies at Delhi:—.

“ You are no doubt anxiousto hear
of our dear brother, Mr Mackay, and the
Thompson family in Delhi. The only
intelligence that we have had is from
Silas Curtis, a native Christian teacher
employed underdr Mackay,who narrow-
Iy escaped, and who is now in ;Aara.
e says that he saw the dead body of our
worthy native preacher, Walayat Ali,
caston the roadside,hacked and mangled
in u horrid manner. Fromall we can
learn, the martyr saifered nobly for
Christ.  Ilis furtous muderers hacked
him leisurely with swords, saying be-
tween each cut, ¢ Now preach to us.” Of
bis wife and family Silas could learn no-
thing ; but we have heard since that bis
two sons were also murdeved, and that
his wife and daungbters are in prison.
e says that our dear brother Mackay
tled for safety to a large house near his
own; and he and several other Iurope-
ans defended themselves as well as they
could in the cellar.  Their enraged ene-
mies not being able to get at them got
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arfillery, and battered down the house.
What became of the poor fellows after
he could not tell, as he bad to run for
hisown life. Ile says that a servant of
Mr Thompson told him that all these
had been murdered. HMe (Silas) sent
one of Mr Mackay's servants to DMr
Thompson’s to see. He soon returned,
saying that Mrs Thompson and her el-
der danghter were both dead, and that
Miss Grace, the youngest, was then ex-
piring in her blood.  Suchis the sad tale
commuuicated to us here by Silas: but
you will bear in mind that he is our only
authority, and most happy shall we be if’
we areyet able to contradict some of
this sad account. But our hope of their
safety is inderd next to rothing. We
have alist of those who escaped from
Delhi, but, alas ! our friend’s names are
not there,nor that of Mr Robertsand fam-
ily,amember of our little churchin Delhi.
My station is also gone. The mission-
hounse and chapel in Mutta, with allmy
little property have perished. My clothes
and turniture 1 do not regret half so
much as my library. Ab! my dear
books, that I had been collecting for
years! How and whence again am I
to get them ? T had five men watchirg
my house, and all went on well till two
companices of the native troops from here
were sent to Muttra to bringin Govern-
ment treasure.  In Muttra theymutinied
—shot dead one officer, and dangerously
wounded another ; took possession of the
treasure (five lakhs) themselves ; open-
ed the prison ; and went about burning
every bungalow in the place. Some
200 Sepoys and prisoners came to my
house, inquired for me and for the na-
tive Christians, bat found ws not. They
broke open the doors, smashed all before
them in search of money, and, when
they found none, they set fire to the
arass roof, and all perished in the flames.
The chowkedar (watchman), who is a
Christian, had a2 miraculous escape, and
arrived here the day before yesterday to
tell me the sad tale.”

Some of the missienaries of the Church
Missionary Soviety at Meerut had a
narrow esreape, the premises of the mis-
sion having been visited, and the pro-
perty cither stolen or burned.

Dt Duff writes of the veport of a
deep-laid plot in Calcuita to haye massa-
cred onone night all the Xuropsans,
when they were to have assembled in the
Botanic Gardens to witness an exhibition
of fireworks, Thunder and heavy rain
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had however interposed, and the plot
soon afterwards.came to light.—News of
the Churches.

RELIGIOUS SERVICES IN EX-
ETER HALL.

The friends ofthe truth as it is in
Jesus, to whatever denom nation they
belong, have anticipated much spiritual
good from the manner in which Lord
Palmerston has exercised his ecclesias-
tical patronage. One of its beneficial
consequences has begun to appear in the
resolution of the Bishop of London,
along with some of his fellow-workers,
to have religious sevvice in Exeter Hall
on Sabbath evening, for the benefit of
those who do not attend any place of
worship during the day. The object is
most commendable: the question of the
evengelization of the masses being, in
our opinion, the question of the day.
e are not quite sure,however, whether
this is the best mode of accomplishing

. the object, since, in a city like London,
the largest hall may easily be filled by
retainingthe services ofa popular preach-
er, who only attracts crowds that would
otherwise be listening to ministers who
preach the Gospel as faithfully as him-
self, a process by which true religion
gains little.  Even the monster congre-
gations of Mr Spurgeon are collected too
much on this principle, although he has
qualifications for drawing the careless
around him which are not likely to be
shared by all who officiate in Excter
Hall. It must operate far more under
the preaching of an average Church of
England minister. As for the insinua-
tion, that these services nominally in-
tended for the propagation of religion,are
really intended for the suppression of
dissent, it has no weight on our minds.
We believe that, whena Churchman
labours to promote the interests of the
Church, he only acts conscientiously, as
a Dissenter does when he promotes the
interests of dissent. Weattach so much
importance to the salvation of souls, that
we must rejoice in it, to whatever secta-
rian interest it may be rendered condu-
cive. We are convinced that every
revival of religion in an Established
Church, if that revival be extensive and
lasting, is favourable to the cause of
dissent.  Give us evangelical bishops
and clergy rather than tractarian or
latitudinarian, provided only that they
are faithful and consistent.—C". P. Mag.

Religious Intelligence.

Sept.

LANCASHIRE INDEPENDENT
COLLEGE.

The promised pamphlet by Dr David-
son has now seen the light. Itisa very
unsatisfactory performance. It contains
enough of arrogant pretension to univer-
sal scholarship—enough of undisguised
contempt for the intellect and the learn-
ing of his censors—enough of imputation
to them of mean and malignant motives
—enough of appeals to the decision of
the few, in opposition to that of the ma-
nr. It contains no retraction of the er-
rors, especially on the doctrine of inspi-
ration, with which he was charged. A
few explanations are offered—a few con-
tradictions arve reconciled—a few mis-
takes are admitted and corrected—a few
general assertions of adherence to the
cause of orthodoxy are introduced. But
no evidence is furnished of return to a
better mind on the pointsatissue. The
Pentateuch is not the work of Moses,
except in part,—a very small part too.
The Psalms of David are not Davidic in
their origin, and many of them are writ-
ten in a bad spirit. Icclesiastes was not
written by Solomon, and the Song of
Songs is a love-song. The gospels pre-
sent a mixture of traditions. The sacred
penmen were not inspired, or rather,
they were inspired as men, but unin-
spired as writers. Such are Dr David-
son’s opinions. The pamphlet has not
satisfied the Committee of the Lanca-
shire Independent College, for whose
benefit chiefly it was produced. At a
recent meeting, the following resolution
was carried, after a discus-‘on of twelve
hours, hy a majority of two; the num-
bers being 18 for, and 16 against, ¢ not
voting,

« That, deeming it only fair and
reasonable, before coming to a final de-
cision on the reeent volume published by
Dr Davidson in connection with the last
edition of Horn’s ¢ Introduction,” "to
afford him the opportunity of giving
such explanations as he may think ne-
cessary of the objectionable passages in
that work,at variance with those views of
Divinetruthwhich he has again so strong-
ly professed to maintair, jand having now
carefully and candidly examined the
explanations offered in his published
pamphlet,this committce are constrained,
with decp regret, to declare that, with-
out questioning the sincerity of his pro-
fession, these explantions are, in their
judgement, far from satisfactory : That,
while several material concessions have
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bheen made, and misapprebensions re-
moved frum some minds, yet in the main,
the most formidable objections are ra-
ther passed overthan fairly wmet, and
areat doubt, and uncertainty at least,
left on matters of essential importance.
It is therefore, their painful duty to state
that on the gronund of these grave fanlts,
and the rashuess which he still exhibits
in dealing with Divine truth, their con-
fidence in him as a professor in their
institution is greatly shaken, and that
they view with serious apprehension the
effect of his influence and teaching on
the students committed to his care.”

Such is the present position of Dr Da-
vidson’s case. Though there may be
other oppuortunities of animadverting on
it, it must not be dismissed now without
ndicating some of the lessons which it
sugwests. It allustrates the danger of
embarking on the sea of German specu-
latiop, without a stock of clear and well-
defined principles. A student who has
already taken a fivm grasp of the things
which ave most surely believed among
us, may safely cultivate an extensive ac-
quaintance with Continental aunthorship
—may come forth from it, not only with-
out detriment to his orthodoxy, but with
his views of many passages ot Scripture,
and of many doctrines, clearer and less
embarrassed.  Launch a raw and crude
mind into the same element, and it will
be a marvel if he do not make shipwreck
of taith and a good conscience. It illus-
trates the tendency of German study to
minister to the vanity of a certain order
of minds. Not a few, assoon asthey are

able to construe a German author with-
out the help of a translation, set them-
selves up as adepts in grammar, and ex-
egesis, and metaphysics, and theology ;
and forthwith treat all the uninitiated as
if they were mere novices, who would be
guilty of unpardonable presumption in
criticising the orations or the disserti-
tions of these prodigies of kuowledge,
who have actually been at Halle, and
think tc climb Parnassus by dint of Ger-
man. We have dabbled enough in these
matters to learn three things: that we
have ourselves no pretensions to the
name of scholar; that there is a sort of
free-masonry by which all real scholars
instantancously recognise cach other;
and that hundreds, who are pufied up
with a supercilious estimate of their own
unrivalled scholarship, are not scholars at
all, but only self-conceited sciolists. It
iustrates the evil of reading without
thonght. There is a huge deal of unas-
simiiated reading devoured by some men.
They do not ruminate. There is no
classification, or comparison, or conden-
sation. Heunce they espouse views, and
transeribe paragraphs, and abridge hand-
books, without knowmg whither their
author is leading them. ~ You shall have
a man who has occupied for several years
a theological chair in a dissenting col-
lege, and has published several theolegi-
cal works, professing to hold all the pe-
culiar doutrines of the Gospel, while he
asserts that atonement is sclf-cacrifice,
and that justification is by love. These
remarks are not intended to apply to Dr
Davidson personally, but as a warning
to others, suggested by bis case.—Ib.

Editorial.
THE MUTINY IN INDIA.

Ture most important movement of the last few weeks, whether in a reli-
gious or political point of view, has undoubledly been the revalt of the na-
tive troops in India. The fact of 30,000 men having been cither disbanded
for their seditious spirit, or being engaged in actual mutiny, with the indieca-
tion of dissatisfaction extending stilt more widely—the partial success which
has attended their revolt—the fearful massacres by which it has been fol-
lowed, together with the fact that up till the time we write there has been
no intelligence of any decided sueeess over the insurgents, show that the cri-
sis is one of the most momentous character. When we consider the extent
of the missionary work going on in that country—the importance of chris-
tianity prevailing among such a mass of the eartl’s population, and the bear-
ing which these movements have and will have upon the spread of the gos-
pel, no christian can contemplate the present state of affuirs with indiffer-
ence.  We do not however wish to express any alarm regarding the wlti-
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mate jssue.  There will undoubtedly be trouble and a large expenditure of
blood and treasure before the revolt is quelled.  But we have not the slight-
est doubt that British authority will be established. Notwithstanding the
revolt of the army the mass of the native population have had too much ex-
perience of the blessings of English rule to desire a return to the oppression
of their native princes. . Taxed they may be, in some instances heavily, un-
der the rule of the East Indian Company, yet they know that they are im-
measurably better off than they were under the native rulers—that they en-
Jjoy a security of life and property before unknown, and they really desire no
chanze, Henee it has appeared that in the recent movements no sympathy
has been shown by the mass of the population with the mutineers. It would
besides be belying all history to imagine that any native power can long re-
sist the British Government when its energy is once put forth, as it soon will
be, now that the spirit of the British people is thoroughly roused. With the
firm convietion too which we have, from past events, that Providence has
some great design to accomplish in subjecting that great country to British
rule, even were we unable to sce the means by which it would be eflected,
we would have every confidence that IIe who rules among the nations will
avert the threatened dangers and yet establish British authority upon a fir-
mer ba-is than ever. It becomes the people of Britain however solemnly to
consider the whole subject, not merely in its bearings upon politics or trade
or national agorandisement, but as in the view of the « Most ITigh, who di-
vided to the nations their inheritance,” who gave India in charge to Britain,
and who will call her to give an account of her stewardship.

The past history of British rule in India is one of the most remarkable ex-
hibitions of the Providential government of God that the world has ever
seen. In the early periods of the history of Turopean intercourse with that
country had any observer, even the most enlightened and far seecing, been
called to predict the power which would rule India, Britain would have been
one of the last that e would have suspected.  The Portuguese, the Dutch
and the French successively established themselves in that country, and,
looking at the position they had gained, or their maritime power, human
fmumht could have imagined nothing else than that, if any European power
were to prevail over the Indmn pemn\ula, that it would be one or other of
‘these. The wildest dream of tie night could scarcely have suggested the
thought that the influence of all these “three powers would have pamed away
as a summer clond, and that uncontrolied power over India’s teeming my-
riads should have belonged to England. Yet so it has happened.  And,
when we observe the remarkable manner in which this result has been
achieved, he must be a blind ob=erver who does not see that it is the * doing
of the Lord” England sought no such power. It is remarkable that her
first establishments in India were made without any desive of territorial ag-
grandisement.  All that was sought was ground for trading stations for her
merchants. The jealousy of the nativ ¢s, Dut especially the intrigues of rival
Turopean powers, rendered necessary a struggle for exiztence, and then an
acquisition of territory for their own security.  The same causes rendered
an extension of their territory necessary from time to time, until the British
Tmpire in India has attained its present gigantic proportions. But for a
long time this extension of territory was in opposition to the desires of the
authorities at home. The agents sent out were instructed to acquire ng
more territory. They felt under the necessity of violating their instructions,
and were recalled for so doing ; but only to be followed by others who would
adopt a similar course. The remarkable manner, at several important crises,
in which British power was preserved afford striking indications of the pow-
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er of ITlim who ruleth among the children of men.  deve than once it ap-
peared as if' the British would have been driven off altogethier.  But the na-
tive powers, as well as the confederacies with other Iuropean powers, were
always broken at the very time when to all appearance their efforts were
likely to be successful in extirpating British power.  Other civenmstances,
such as the remarkable men who were raised up, the Clives, the Haxting<es
and the Wellesleys, might be pointest out. But the whole history of British
power in India is but one continued testimony to the truth that “the Most
High ruleth in the kingdom of men. and giveth it to whomsoever he will”

And why was India given to Dritain? was it merely for the secular ag-
grandisement of her sons?  So many seem to have thought, and hence that
country was regarded in no higher light than a sphere for making money.—
Young men went forth with visions of wealth, to be acquired they scareely
knew or cared by what means, albeit it might be at the cost of a ruined con-
stitution ; and the policy of the higher authoritics, both in the Government
and in the East India Company, s~cemed to be directed to the one object of
rendering that country profitable to themsclves and their subordinates.  Bug
surely this was a worse than inadeguate view of the dispensation of Provi-
dence.  Surely the christian, contemplating the past changes in India, will
be forced to the couclusion that God destroyed the power of other Luropean
nations in India, and gave that country to Britain, because he had a great
work to perform there which Britain alone was fitted to discharge, viz., to
give its inhabitants a pme ospel.  ITe who considers the history of Dritish
power in India, as in the view of the Ruler of nations, will believe that a so-
lemn responsibility has been laid upon our fathertand for the temporal and
eternal welfare of its inhabitants. e has given us on the one hand a pure
gozpel—that gospel upon which depend the social welfare and the external
civihization of nations as well as the eternal happiness of individuals, and on
the other he has placed at our fect the millions of heathens and Mahometans
in that vast territory.  These simple facts are suflicient to indicate that they
Lave been given into the hands of Dritain that Britain might give to them
the gospel of salvation, and that India might thus be another jewel in the
Redeemer's erown,  With this conviction we feel assured that nothing can
imperil British power in India but her own unfaithfulness to her trust,—that
Ler power is secuve till that work is done, or until others are better fitied to
di~cliarge her responsibilities.

Dut on the other hand it becomes a matter of serions enquiry (and the
present mutiny should lend interest to the examination) how far the obliga-
tions resting upon Britain have been discharged. It would be rash to say
that they have been entirely neglected.  'We must acknowledge with grati-
tude to the Great Head of the Church the exertions of British christians for
the evangelization of that country. The bundreds of christian missionaries,
seattered, alas! too thinly over its surface, the thousands of native chuistian
converts gathered into Churehies, the numerous translations ot the Word of
God, the extended machinery of christian cducation and the christian litera-
ture pouring forth from Mission Presses, all tell of a work which, if too long
neglected and still very inadequate to the necessities of the case, vet affords
conclu~ive proof that Britich christians have not neglected their obligations,
and, which we have reason to hope, our God will “remember for good” in
the day of his rebuke and in the time of trouble.

But in opposition to this there is to be reckoned a vast influence for evil,
which may well cause us to tremble when we think of the justice of Him who
ruleth among the nations, and who judgeth righteously.  Many Englishmen,
who have gone forth from Britain to India, have by their condues brought
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the christian name into contempt. It may be said of them, as of Isracl of
old, “ when they entered into the heathen whither they went they profaned
thy holy name, when they said to them, these are the people of the Lord.”
But this is not the worst. It is well known that the countenanee and sup-
port of the British Gavernment has been openly given to idolatry.  For
many years missionaries were excluded frons British India by the jealousy
of the East India Company, who enly yiclded to the force of the indignant
public sentiment of the religious public of Great Britain.  Ifrom the same
weak policy of not offending the prejudices of the natives, the Government
have not only abstained from countenancing any cfforts for the evangeliza-
tion of the natives, but have even continued their support to idolatrons wor-
ship. Such policy as this may be considered very wise by worldly states-
men, but those who look to the cternal rule of right and the equity which
guides the divine government of nations have not only denounced the course
as wrong in principle, but have long sounded their warnings in the ears of
British rulers that it was bad in policy—that it would ultimately return in
righteous retribution upon their own heads.  “ Shall not I visit for these
things, saith the Lord, and shall not by soul be avenged on such a nation as
this ¥’

These anticipations have been realized, and, whatever secondary causes
there may be for the late revolt, we believe that primarily it is to be regard-
ed as an indication of the displeasure of the Most High on account of the un-
faithfulness of Britain to the high and holy trust conumitted to her. We are
aware that we subject ourselves to the charge of fanaticism in so saying, and
it is lamentable to observe that many still, even in the high places of the Bri-
tish Parliament, instead of observing the work of the Lord or considering the
operations of' his hand * endeavour to lay the whole blame of recent distur-
bances at the door of the missionaries.  The bitterness and malignity indica-
ted in these attempts remind us of those carly days of christianity when the
ignorance of heathens attributed all the evils which befell them, war, fire
and the pestilence, to the christians in their midst, aud show that the enmity
of worldly men to the gospel of Christ is the same in every age. But all
such attempts to throw the blame on the missionaries have proved signal fai-
lures. If any of our readers should in any degree have been influenced by
these attempts we commend to their attention the letter of Mr McLeod Wy-
lie, one of the Judges of Caleutta, publizhed in onr present No.  Irom that
letter it will be scen that the insurrection has broken out in that wvery cluss
which has been most completely secured against the ¢fforts of the clristiun
misstonary. ‘The Bengal native army was azort of sacred preserve in which
no evangelistic efforts whatever were permitted.  Not only so, but all the
distinctions of caste have been respected— every means were taken to con-
vince them that no disrespect was intended toward their religion, nay, it was
treated with alt honor.  If there was any class of men whom the policy of the
Last India Company would have attached to British rule the Sepoys of Ben-
gal would have been the class.  But, as if Providence meant to throw’ con-
tempt upon their wretched policy and to expose it to shame in the eyes of
Christendom, these are the very first to revolt, and, as if in mockery of that
policy, allege as their reason their fears of proselytism, from which the go-
vernors had been so careful to proteet them.

Of the immediate causes of the revolt our knowledge is yet imperfect, and
it may be some time before they are fully known.,  Yet all parties agree in
attributing the present state of matters in a large measure to the imperfect
organization of the Bengal army.  The deficiency of European officers, their
Fouth, their inexperience, and their supereilious treatment of’ the natives, are
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universally held up as among the causes by which that portion of the native
army was in the condition it was. It might be well for worldly stateamen
to observe also that it was in that portion of the army that the pride of the
Bralmin caste was most pampered.  In the first organization of a native ar-
my it was composed principally of lower castes, accustomed to obedience ;
but for years past the policy has so changed that now the large majority of
the Bengal troops were Brahming, and the British Government, under the
silly fear of offending their religious prejudices, have supported them in all
their proud pretensions and exclusive claims.  They have their veward.—
We hope that the result will be to show the authorities the necessity of a
change in this respect.  “Away,” says a writer in the News of the Clurches,
“with the paltry deviee of trying to make the people believe that we do not
wixh them to change their veligion. Depend on it the people will vespect us
none the less if they see us respeeting ourselves,  What can they think of a
people that show no respeet for their own religion ?  Let us not hesitate to
show them that we regard it as the only true faith, and the only real salva-
tion for the world ; and that, it only it should spread over their noble coun-
try, we believe that it would secure them blessings for this life and the life
to come, that would throw utterly into the shade all that British rule, Bri-
tish science, or British skill can ever confer. It is easy to form plauvsible
pretexts for a time-serving course ; but after all, ¢ honesty is the best po-
liey”

While we refer to the social canses of the revolt we have little doubt iow-
ever that the religious element is largely intermixed.  That it is not prima-
rily a movement against christianity is evident from the fact that no particu-
Iar hostility has been shown to the christian missionaries.  For some time
their lives and property enjoved remarkable security, and thongh, since the
date of Mr Wylie’s letter, they have suffered, yet it has only been in com-
mon with other Europeans, and there has not been the slightest evidence of
any special animosity against them. And, though we regard the outery
agxinst greased cartridges and forced proselytism as mere pretext, yet we
caunot help regarding the movement as affording evidence that the powers
of carkness are shaken and that the evangelistic eforls of christians are tell-
ing upon the native mind.  What is the real origin of the disturbance we
cannot yet tell, but there seems great probability in the supposition of Mr
Wylie, who is every way qualificd (o judge, that the movement is Mahome-
tan. The recent hostilities of England against Persia, 2 Mahometan power,
was fitted to excite their prejudices.  Persia, backed by Russia, may have
her emissaries stirring up insurrection.  But, independent of this, the proud
fanaticism of’ the Moslem, which, though it has in a measure passed away in
Turkey, is yet rampant at the extremities of the system, can bat ill brovk
submission to the authority of “infidel dogs.” The British laws are incom-
patible with the thorough maintenance of the laws of the Xoran. We ave
therefore prepaved to believe that this class ave the prime movers of the in-
surrection, and that the heathen are but their tools.

What will be the results of these movements upon the cause of christianity
it i= impossible at present to foresee, but we cannot doubt that they will be
beneficial.  The fivst result of the establishment of British authority must
be the breaking down more thoroughly of caste, particularly in the army;
aud the breaking down of caste is the destruetion of Hindooism. We trust
too that it will be the means of awakening British christians to a higher
sense of their obligations to that vast people, and we have no doubt that these
commotions will be the means of removing obstacles to the progress of the
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gospel.  “« Yet once more I shake not the earth only, but also heaven: and
this word, yet once more, significth the removing of those things that are
shaken, as of things that are made, that the things which cannot be shaken
may remain”  What eflect they may have upon the Mahometans of Cen-
tral Asia it is impossible to tell.  DBut our confidence is that % the Lord
reigneth,” who “ stilleth the noise of the sea, the noise of their waves, and
the tumult of the people,” and whose declaration is, “ I will overturn, over-
turn, overturn it; and it shall be no more, until he come, whose right it is ;
and I will give it him.” ’

In regard to the duty to which the present insurrection summions British
chiristians we cannot do better than give the langnage of the writer alveady
quoted :— Reminding us of our past shortcomings, it summons us now to
greater efforts to fulfil our mission. For this end, let the rising evangelieal
spirit of the day be brought to bear upon those in authority ; and let them
be urged to the duty which, as the representatives of a christian’Queen and
a christian country, they owe to India. 'Why should not those who are sent
to rule in India realize the mission there which Providence has given to
Britain, and help to fulfil it? Would not this be a worthier policy, and
more likely to enjoy the blessings of heaven, than that which, if it were pos-
sible, would hide from Iddia the very knowledge of our religion? Why
should they give the sanction of their office to a time-serving course, which
but defeats the ends 1t is meant to secure, and brings contempt where it was
designed to secure honour.  We shall but add the expression of the hope
that these events will give a great impulse to the cause of Missions, Qur
hold of India is but precarvious; let us ¢ work while it is day.””

Obituary,

Diep, at Halifax, June 21st, 18537, Sanant ANy, the beloved wife of
Mr. J. Braxcuarp, atter a short but severe illness, endured with submis-
sion to the Divine Will, aged 33 years.

Something more than the usual obituary notice scems called for in this
case, not merely on account of the suddenness of the removal of this aftec-
tionate wife and devoted mother from the duties of the family and Church on
carth to the service of the Master above,—but beeause the statement of a
few facts may encourage the instructors of youth to constancy in their work,
and the young in the diligent use of such means of religivus improvement as
are within their reach.

The subject of this notice was baptized and educated in connection with
St. Matthew’s congregation, and consequently under the pastoral care of
Rev. John Scott.  After steady attendance on the Sabbath Schoot for many
years, she became a member of the Church and a Sabbath School Teacher,
the duties of which office she discharged with zenl and enthusiasm, until her
marriage led to her removal from alitax. Up to this time, she also attend-
ed her pastor’s Bible Class, and ever retained a grateful recollection of his
efforts for her spiritual improvement.

With her husband, on returning to Halifax, she joined the Poplar Grove
Church, of which she continued an active and exemplary member uniil
death. The most mavked features in her religious character were her high
appreciation of religious ordinances, leading to a punctual, regular, and de-
vout attendance on the means of grace, and her prayerful and unceasing
efforts for the religious instruction of her children as they became capable
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of being taught.  She began early and succeeded in making them well ac-
guainted, though very young, with the leading facts and lessons of the Word
of God.

Her Jast illness was short and severe, hut affurded her time to realize her
situation as called to leave the interesting charge which had so deeply en-
gaged her affections and her time, to review the ground of her liope, and to
commit herself, husband, and four little ones®, to the care of her Covenant
God.

Her pastor, absent from home, returned in time to sec her and converse
for a short time on each of the last three days of her life. At the first of
these interviews, on learning that there was little prospect of recovery, she
expressed grief that a former afiliction had been so imperfectly improved,
and consequently that now the Lord’s gracious presence was mot so fully
realized as her present situation required.  She was reminded of the Lord
our Righteousness, onr Intercesser, and ouv Strength, and particularly of the
passage : ¢ My grace is sufficient for thee. and my strength made perfect in
weakness”—conveying, as it did. the promise not only of the Master’s gra-
cious aid in ordinary trial, but of sustaining, victorious grace in the dying
haur.  Cheered and revived by these views, she repeated the 3d, 4th, and
dth verses of the 22d Paraphrase, with marked eraphasis and animation :—

“ Art thou afraid Ifis power shall fail
When comes thy evil day ?” &e.

The next day (Friday) was marked by augmented suffering, but alzo hy
increasing resignation and peace.  To her pastor she said, “I have been
sustained by those views of Chuist and the better land which I have so ofien
heard in the sanctuary. Ok that I could speal: to all the Church at once,
and give them the views of my Saviowr and eternity which Inow realize!
I should fear recovery lest I should be unable to retain these impressions.”
On this day she took farewell of dear friends, giving to each some solemin
charge suitable to their age and cireumstances, and with all the intense em
nestness of the consciously dying christian.

On Saturday, her last on carth, <he was generally delirions.  The name of
Jests, however, speedily arrested her notice. and her conversation with her
pastor was distinguished by perfect rationality and calm self-possession and
peace. It js our last interview on earth,” she whispered. “ We shall meet
in a better world. I realize what you have taught. DBut it is a great trial
to part with all (referring to her dear family, who greatly needed her presence
and cure), and you would know it were you called to leave yours; but I am
satisfied to leave all in the hands of God. 'Will vou come and see them and
care for them when Iam gone? T know you will  Farewell I

Early on Sabbath morning she slept in Jesus, realizing the fulfilment of a
desire previously expressed that she might receis e the Master’scall on “ Tue
Lorp’s Day.” It was Communion Sabbath. ‘The pastor’s morning prayer
informed the Church that one of their number had that day been called to
partake with Jesus of the new wine of his Father’s kingdom.  The discourse
proved most appropriate, being founded on words which the Spirit of Grace
had already blessed to strengthen the faith of the dying one and to prepare
her for the final conflict : ¢ My grace is sufficient for thee” It was a day
to be remembered.

Subsequently the dispensation was improved by a discourse from 1 Cor.
xv. 33-97, * O death where is thy sting? O grave where is thy victory ?

* QOne, an infant babe, speedily followed its mother.

YA



416 Obctuary. S‘ept‘

Tle sting of death is sin and the strength of sin is the law, but thanks be
unto God who giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ ?”
REFLECTIONS.

1. How precious is early piety ! This peaceful death is that of a pupil
of Sabbath School and Bible Class, of one who valued these institutions, who
became early a teacher of the young and a member of the Church. ¢ Thosze
that be planted in the house of the Lord shall flourish in the courts of our
God”

. How {mportant, in its beaving on religions progress and character, s @
due oppreciation of the means of grace! « Blessed are they that dwed in
thy honse.”  They may be mourning, but they shall be comforted.  Deject-
ed and fearful they may “sow in tears,” but they shall “ reap in joy.” “lle
that gocth forth and weepeth, bearing precious seed, shall doubtless come
again with rejoicing, bringing his sheaves with him.” Youths may faint
and be weary. Young men may utterly fall, « but they that wait upon the
Lord shall renew their strength,”

- How loud the call to young mothers to improve the earfiest opportunity
of tmclmw their little ones of Jesus and salvation and heaven! It may be
their only opportunity.  “In the morning sow thy seed, in the evening with-
hold not thy hand.”  «“ Work while it is day, the night cometh.”

4. How supremely valuable is true reliyion ! It adorns and blesses in so-
cial life, it sauctifies aflliction, it makes the anticipation ot death peaceful, if
not pleasant, and renders the christian in death triumphant.  Deep too are
the impressions of the reality and worth of piety which it leaves on the minds
and hearts of survivors !

5. How sweet to bereaved ones is the memory of those who sleep in Jesus !
They are not death’s victims, rather death is their victim. IHow shall we
mourn for those who have conquered through Christ and who are now with
their Lord ?  Surely we may find better employment than mourning for
them. Fragrant is the memory of their virtues. And remembering with
gratitude that they were saved by grace, let us in faith and humility »be
followers of them who through faith and patience inherit the promises.”

Halifax, July 27th, 1857,

AT Glenelg, St Mary’s, on the 8th ultimo, Mr ALEXANDER ARCHIBALD,
aged 78 years. It may be affirmed of the decensed that he was a man that
feared God. When young he began to value spiritual and etcm'd thing=z,
Nearly fifty years ago, when he removed from Pictou to St Mary’ s, he felt
that it was not safe, either for himself or for his f: amily, to live in a commu-
nity destitute of the public ordinances of religion, and he then with others,
who felt as he did on the subject, exerted themselves to have the destitution
supplied. It was about tlns tine that the congregation of St Mary’s was
formed, and from the period of its formation until laid aside by the infirmi-
ties of age he was one of its ruling elders, the duties of which oflice he en-
deavoured to discharge to the best of his ability ; and till the day of his death
one of “ts warmest friends and supporters. Nor did he labour in vain. Of
him it might Le said that he “ brought forth fruit in old age.” His attach-
ment to religious things increased with his years. Deeply sensible of his
own unworthiness he relicd exclusiv ely on the mercy of God through the
work of Christ for his salvation, and during the last years of his ear thly ex-
istence he enjoyed much of “the peace that is in believing.” « Blessed are
the dead who die in the Lord,” &ec. :
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Nova Scoria.

Tue results of another year’s labours
in connection with the New Hebrides’
Mission are now to be submitted to this
Synod, so far as they have fallen, under
the cognisance of your Board; and from
these it will be at once apparent, that the
interests of the Mission have, during this
period, made most cheering progress both
at bome and abroad. Mr Geddie has
continued to support his character, not
only as a most zealous and successful
Missionary, but as an indefatigable and
deeply interesting correspondent. In
addition to a carefully prepared journal,
and other oflicial correspondence, nume-
rous private letters have been received
from him. From these, a very full ac-
count of foreign operation has been ob-
tained up to the close of the last year,
but all that is novel and instructive has
been placed before the Church in the
pages of the Register.™ To recapitulate
what must thus be in the handsof all the
members of this Court, would seem to be
a superfluous task ; and yet, without some
reference to the leading facts thus pre-
sented, your Board feel that they would
but very indifferently discharge their
duty as guardians of the Mission.

FOREIGN OPERATIONS.

ProGrrss.—The following summary
will give some idea of the progress made
during the past year. Twenty native
teachers were formerly reported under
Mr Geddie’s care, now twenty-six are
stationed within the bounds of his district.
Of these 22 are married persons. Twen-
ty-four young persons residing with the
mission family, and several married per-
sons living in the neighbourhood, “are
studying with a viewto become teachers.
The teachers sent to Tana and Fotuna
now number (Januvary, 1856) nine tea-
chers with their wives, and one young
man—three on Fotuna and the rémain-
der on Tana. It was not considered de-
sirable to enlarge the staff of native tea-
chers on the islands until a Iburopean
missionary be placed on each. However
zealous and successtul the labours of these
pioneers, up to acertain point,may prove,
any farther progress has been found im-
practicable under their agency.

The Church membership at the com-
munion season in December, 1855, a-
mounted to 60; about the same date in
1856~—our latest date—it was as nearly
as can be ascertained, 100.

The Church was organized in 1852,
but remained without any office-bearers,
but the missionary, until last year, when
five deacons were elected by the Church-
members, and solemuly set apart to their
important office. While the barbarous
customof the strangulation of widows-has
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been abolished, there exists an urgent ne-
cessity to provide for their maintenance.
In strict accordance, therefore, with the
original design of the Deaconship, the
Church at Aneciteum has assigned to some
of its membership the duty of serving ta-
bles. The election and ordination of El-
ders has been delayed in order to quali-
fy such as may be chosen for their high
spiritual duties, by a more extensive ac-
quaintance with divine truth. It may
be, too, that this delay may afford oppor-
tunity to the Deacons already in office
to purchase to themselves a good degree,
by the exhibition of such qualifications
as may declare their fitness for the higher
station. In the meantime, Mr Geddic
feels his hands greatly strengthened by
the appointment of trust-worthy men to
take ecare of the temporalities of the
Church. By a re-distribution of the pop-
nlation of the island 2100 are assigned
to Mr Geddie’s district. By latest ac-
count only 50 of these remained in open
heathenism. The schools, he says, are
attended by the entire Christian popu-
lation, from childhood unto 70 years of
age. Inaddition to the common schools,
which are conducted by the native tea-
chers, there is an afternoon class, conduc-
ted by Mr and Mrs Geddie, composed of
young men and women of promise. The
number of attendants on this class is 60.
Some of these are narried persons, and
the Lranches taught are reading, writing,
arithmetic, and to these was about to be
added Geography.

The press has continued in active ope-
ration during the year reported. Natives
do the work under the supervision of
Mr Geddie, and prove to be excellent
compositors and pressmen. The new
press and type from Scotland have pro-
duced the happiest results. The natives
are quite delighted with Matthew, nine
-chapters of which had been printed in
June, 1856, “Oh T’ they say, “itis so
clear, so light, so large, it is the best of
all”, and they are learning to read this
much faster than any boolk yet put into
their hands. Luke has been translated
and sent home for publication by the Bri-
tish and Foreign Bible Society. Under
date of March 26, 1857, the Assistant
Foreign Secretary of that truly Christian
society, writes to the Pictou Auxiliary
Bible Bociety in the following terms:—
¢ Youresteemed society wiil doubtless be
interested in learning that we are now
printing 4000 copies of the Gospel of
Luke in the Aneitcum language, the
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MSS of which have been forwarded to
this country by Mr Inglis; and that our
Committee have again voted fifty reams
of paper to aid Mr Inglis and his col~
league, Mr Geddie, in preparing other
portions of the Scriptures for the use of
the natives of their island.” According
to Mr Geddie’s late advices, the Gospe

of John and the Acts were in readiness
to be put to press, and with the greatly
increased facilities for printing it may be
supposed that these books are now found
in the Aneciteumese New Testament
along with the Gospels printed. A copy
of the book of Jonah has been forwarded
to your Board, also a copy of Almanac
and various school books. The hook of
Genesis was under translation and tle
first balf completed, June, 1856. Inthe
course of a few years, we may safelvan-
ticipate, the entire bible will be printed
in the dialect of the Papuan tongue.—
Llementary books have been also pre-
pured for the Tanese and the Fotunese,
so that from the press of Aneiteum the
whole group of islands may, in a compa-
ratively short period, be supplied with
the nevessary implements for an educa-
tion, both secular and religious.

* The Teacher’s Institute, at Mr Inglis’s
station, has not made rapid progress on
account of the preference which the na-
tives very naturally, in the mean time,
give to common schools ; and this prefe-
rence Mr L very prudently indulges.—
A large building, 70 by 49, was in course
of erection, and must, by this time, be
completed. From Mr Us well known
abilities to superintend this institution,
the highest hopes of success may, under
the Divine blessing, be warrantably en-
tertained, so soon as it has been fully es-
tablished.

Your Board feel assured that the Pres-
byterian Church of Nova Scotia regard
Mr Inglis with an interest only subordi-
nate to that which they entertain for their
own missionary. Itis therefore with pe-
culiar pleasure that they would now in-
vite attention to the following statistical
table as prepared, and sent home to the
Reformed Presbyterian Synod, Scotland.
From thisit will appear that the success
of Mr Ing'is has been, from the date of
his accession to the Aneiteum mission,
¢ pari passu” with that of Mr Geddie.—
To use Mr I's own language, “ The work
on the two sides of the island continues
to occupy the same relative position that
it has done for some years past. Mr Ged-
die’s being the oldest station continues
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still propertionally in advance of mine.—

In all other respects, however,the mission
resents the same general appearance on
oth sides of the island.” Statistical Ta-

ble, Jany. 14,1857

Entire population on this side of

the island, 1900
Professing Christianity, 1700
Professed Christianity during the

past year, 400
Heathen, 200
Church members, 44
Admitted during the past year, 18
Marriages solemnized during the

mission, 44

48 (13 13 (13
ast year, 11
Scﬁools, 29
Enrolled as Scholars, 1400
Average attendance on public wor-

ship, 1100
Births among Christian natives,

past vear, 84
Deaths * “ “op.oyr. 25

‘Cwo principal stations, and three out-
stations where public¢ worship is conduce-
ted on the Sabbath.

To this most encouraging statement
Mr 1. adds: « If the Lord help and pros-
per us as he has hitherto done, by ano-
ther year there will not remain a profes-
sed heathenon Anciteum. Indeed, hea-
thenisimn is virtually extinct already ; there
is now little or nothing of that obstinacy
so prevalent among the heathen a year
or two ago. Their joining us now ap-
pears to be, humanly speaking, only a
question of time. A great work,” he
adds with the thoughtfulness of a true
missionary, ¢ has been done, in their be-
ing brought from heathenism to Chris-
tianity, but a greater has still to be done
to bring them from sin to holiness.”

It must ever be matter of lively con-
gratulation with all the well-wishers of
the Aneiteum mission, thbat the two mis-
sionaries, though under allegiance to
different churches, are so perfectly har-
monious in plan and operation—that each
acknowledges the peculiar excellence of
his brother; and thus the lively picture
of brethren dwelling together in unity is
ever present to the observation of the
Anciteumese.—With all the apparent
harmony and solid success of these de-
voted missidnaries, howevor, the demand
for farther mission labovs, so far from
abating, gathers strength at every addi-
tional step. The islands of Tana and
Fortuna have for some time been white
unto the harvest, and even from the
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blood-stained shores of Erromanga the
cry has become both loud and deep,—
“ Send us teachers.” Not only does the
blood of the MarTYR MissioNarY ery
from the ground, but the benighted in-
habitants of that island are urging their
claims for Christian teachers. On ever
hand our missionaries hearthe same soul-
piercing lamentation—* No man careth
tor our souls.” It is not wonderfnl then
that they should devise and put in exe-
cution every lawful expedient to attract
the attention of the rising ministry of their
respective churches to the claims of New
Hebrides. The following communication
tells its own tale:

AxNriTEUM, Nov. 10, 1856.

Dear BrROTHER :— The documents
which accompany this note require no
explanation. My esteemed brother, Mr
Inglis, and Lhave resolved to offer a prize
for the best essay on the sub;jecr. ention-
ed in the advertisement. The competi-
tors are limited to the students of our
respective churches. We wish to call
the attention of our young men, especi-
ally those having the ministerial office in
view, to a subject which, it is to be fear-
ed, engages too little of their attention.
A splendid field for Missionary enter-
prize is now opening up before us. Itis
evident that our churches are awakening
to a sense of their duty in relation tothe
heathen. But, alas, the great want is the
want of men, Itissad to think that so
many ave perishing for the lack of know-
ledge and that there is no man to care
for their souls. You would oblige me by
taking charge of the prize money, and
paying it over to the successful competi-
tor. Should any of the adjudicators he
prevented from acting by sickness or
otherwise, his brethren are authorized to
appoint a substitute. May God bless this
humbie effort to invite attention to his
cause. Ever yows, °
JOIIN GEDDIE.
Rev. Jas. Bayne.

PRIZE ESSAY ON MISSIONS.
T0 THE STUDENTS OF THE PRESBYTE-
RIAN CHURCH OF NOVA SCOTIA.

A Prize of Five Pounds, Sterling, is
offered by the Missionaries on Aneiteum
for the best Iissay on the following subject:

# Whataresome of the principal causes
on account of which there isso much dif-

ficulty in obtaining Missionaries for the’

heathen ; and what are some of the most
likely means of removing those causes:
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with a special view to-the duty and abi-
lity of the Presbyterian Church of Nova
Scotia to-exfend her Missionary opera-
tions in the New Hebrides.”

The competition for this prize to.be
open to all the students, theological, phi-
losophical, classical, or others, who are
members of the Presbyterian Church of
Nova Scotia. The adjudicators are the
Rev., Professor Keir,D. D, the Rev. Pro-
fessor Smith, and the Rev. James Bayne,
Secretary of the Mission Board. The
Essays to btelodged with the Rev. Dy
Keir on or before the first day of
Each Essay to be inscribed with a motto,
and to be accompanied with a sealed let-
ter enclosing the name and address of the
writer, and also the same motto as that
inscribed on the Essay. The Issay to
which the prize money may be awarded
to be the property of the Board of Mis-
sions, and to be available for publication
as the Board may think most proper.—
The Essays not to excced thirty-two
pases, 12mo, long primer type.

Whether this most landable step would
have been taken had the missionaries
known the prospects of the two churches
as now situated is questionable ; and it
will be for the adjudicators to determine
whether in such different circumstances
they should proceed to exervise the pow-
ers-with which they have been thusin-
vested. At all events, the thorough de-
votedness of the fuitlitul missionaries, as
thus manifested, must be universally ap-
preciated.

HOME OFERATIOXNS.

In turning attention to home operations
your Board feel that a much wider field
of operations lics before them than dur-
ing any previous period of the same ex-
tent. At a meeting held during the last
meeting of Synod, Mr Samuel Fulton
Joknston, a student of the second year’s
attendance at the Theological Hall, ap-
peared personally and tend-red his ser-
vives for the New Hebrides Mission in
terms of the Board’s advertisement—
Though much gratified to receive such
an ofter of service, they felt unable to
accept, or give any decided answer,more
especially as Mr Johnston had not com-
pleted bus course of study. At a subse-
quent meeting Mr J. presented his ap-
plication for immediate connexion with
the Board. At the same meeting, a
similar application was received from Mr
James Murray, a student of the same
stauding, along with a medical certificate

Sept.

from Dr Black of Halifax. Afier due
consideration of both, it was agreed tilat
Mr Johnston be notified that hisapplica-
tion cannot be entertained without a re-
gular medical certificate. Also, that Me
zIilurra\y be notified that his application
is viewed favorably, but that a final de-
cision is deferred to another meeting,
when a fuller attendance of members
may be expected.  Accordingly, at a
meeting held September 23, 1856, both
applications were again under consider-
ation, and Mr Johnston had forwarded
his medical certificate from Dr Parker of
Halifax. After anxious and lengthened
deliberation it was unanimously agreed
that Messrs Johnston and Murray be ac-
cepted as candidates for the foretgn mis-
tion field, and in prospect of their Leing
forthwith under the supervision of the
Board, it was- ordered that they receive
each £30, currency, for the present year,
to assist them in prosecuting their studies
in Theology. They were informed that
the Board bave at present Synodical au-
thority to engege only two additional
missionaries in fuil standing, but that it
was evpected when their prescribed
course of study has been accomplished
the church will be in circumstances to
warrant the Supreme Court to authorize
their acceptance in full status.

At the same meeting, an application
was teceived from Mr John William
Matheson, Probationer, to be admitied
under their direction as a missionary.—
On due enquiry, the Board aceepted Mr
M., on condition that he furnish a saus-
factory medical certificate. In view of
his placing himself under the immediate
control of the Board, it was ordered that
£100, currency, be hissalary for one year
from this date. He was directed to pur-
sue a conrse of medical sindy during the
ensuing winter,and, as far as practicable,
to acquire mechanical skill, such as is
known to be useful on the mission ficld.
At the next meeting Mr 3}, being pre-
sent, was found prepared tomeet the
terms thus preseribed, It was then re-
solved to make application to the Presby-
tery of Pictou, with a view to his ordina-
tion at as early a date as might be found
consistent with due form. On Nov. 12,
the Board again met, and a report was
received from said Presbytery to the ef-
fect that they bad, in compiiance with
their request, * duly ordained to the of-
fice of the holy ministry, Mr John Wil-
liam Matheson, Probationer, with a spe-
cial view to twissionary labour, undex
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their inspection, and that'he’is now cer-
tified accordingly™

Mr M. being presentreceived all neces-
<ary insttuction for the prosecution of
medical stady at Pensylvania College,
United States. Without any delay, he
proceeded to Philadelphia, and was soon
able to report himself” as fully.occupied
in au extensive course of study,to which,
by the liberalily of the Professors of the
College, and Christian friends, he was
admitted almost gratuitously. By re-
peated correspondence, his assiduity and
proficiency were found to be all that
could be desired, while his evident desire
to comply with the instructions of yaur
Board materially strengthened his claims
to their confidence. At a meeting held
onMay 5th, My M., having returued from
his medical session, presented himself for
further instructions. Accordirg te pre-
vious arrangement, it was resolved that
he proceed at once {o the visitation of the
various congrezations in the several Pres-
byteries of the Church. He was further
directed to be present at the .meeting of
Synod, after visiting the congregations
of Mabou, Baddeck, Antigonishe, and
Saint Mary’s.

Messrs. Johnston and Murray, agree-
ably to the arrangement above noted,
repaired to ITalifax aud attended the
Theological course of the Free Church.
Your Board would here call special at-
tention to the fratcrnal kindness and
christian sympathy which the students
ander their care have nniformly receiv-
ed, both from professorsand students, at
this Seminary. 3r Gordon, and now
Messrs. Jobnston and Murray, have spo-
&en in the highest terms of the kindness
and solicitnde for their personal comfort
and improvement received at this Insti-
tution, and your Board would farther
add that salid and most important ad-
vantages have thus gratuitously been
placed at their disposal. Might not
some suitable acknowledgment be given
to a Sister Church thus heartily disposed
to be-* helpers together with us.” Since
their term of study has closed Messrs. J.
and M. have been placed under Pres-
byterial oversight. It may be proper
hiere to remark that both of them gave
some atteution to Medical and Mechani-
cal pursuits.  Mr J. gave considevable
attention to Printing, and has printed 2
Mission pamphlet which exhibits a high-
ly creditabie proficiency in that impor-
fant art.

With such gratifyiag testimony to the
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growing :missionary spirit of the rising
ministry of our Church, this Synod will
doubtless be fully disposed to hail the
dawn of a yet brighter day for the per-
petaity and extension of their highly fa-
vored Mission. Nor will your Board al-
low themselves to entertain the thought
that the prospect of enlargement, arising
from other quarters, will otherwise than
proportionably increase this fond antici-
pation.  The prospect of aid in men as
well as money from the United Presby-
terian Church of Canada, waich was so
auspiciously communicated at our last
Synodical Session, has brightened dur-
ing theyear. The Committee appointed
to test the ability and disposition of the
various congregations of that Sister
Church have reported favorably, and
the probability is that by this time the
Synod has been fully committed to im-
mediate action.

Another source of additional supply
o our Mission staff’ must prove not less
aratifying.  Our spivitual allies in Scot-
land are moving effectually in the same
direction with us. * Five young men,
students of Divinity and well advanced
in their curriculum, have devoted them-
selves fully and unreservedly to this en-
terprize, and are now pursuing their pre-
paratory studies under the direction of
the Comunittee, with a view of being sent
out as carly as practicable. The libera-
lity and zeal of this Church has been so
marked as to afford good grounds for

rovoking us jo love and good works.—

nder their immediate superintendence
the ¢ John Kuox,” Mission schooner,
was built at the Clyde, and has been
sent to Australia, so that she may arrive
at Anciteum nearly, if not quite, assoon
as Mr Gordon.

As with their missionaries so with their
Foreign Mission Committees a commu-
nity of feeling exsts, such as justifies
the exchange of a much more aifection-
ate correspondenee than is required by
mere christian courtesy. It was there-
fore with deep regret that your Board
came to the knowledge of the decease of
the zealous and most efficient Secretary
of the Committee of the Reformed Pres-
byterian Church. At their first meet-
ing after such painful tidings were known
your Board ordered a minute to be pre-
pared by their Secretary for transmis-
ission to the widow of the déceased as
well as for insertion in their permanent
records. This was accordingly prepared
and adopted as follows:—* The Board

»
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having heard from private, but reliable
sources, of the decease of Rev: Stewart
Bates, D. D., Sec. Com. For. Mis. Ref.
Pres. Church, Scotland, desire to record
their unfeigned regret at the loss which
they feel themselves to have sustained
in common with the Church of his im-
mediate fellowship, and their sympathy
with the sarviving widow and family.—
His connection with the Sew Hebrides
Mission, though of but r cent date, had
introduced him to the 1avorable notice
of the Presbyterian Church of Nova Sco-
tia, as well as of this Board. His sound
judgment, practical sagacity, christian
courtesy and enlightened piéty, as well
as his ardent attachment to and untiring
zeal in the service of this Mission, have
all contributed to enshrine his memory
in the hearts of its sincere friends, and
will of necessity inscribe his name in ho-
hored characters on_the early pages of
its bhistory. *Help Lord, for the godly
man ceaseth, for the faithful fail from
among the children of men.”

Had your Board received official in-
formation of Dr Bates’ decease from the
Committee of which he was Secretary
the above minute would have been sent
to them also, but, in the expectation of
receiving such information from time to
time, they have hitherto found them-
selves precluded from this act of frater-
nal sympathy.

Among the many gratifying tokens of
prospective prosperity for our Mission
vet another remains to be noticed, and
on various grounds it may be regarded
as the most gratifyingof all. A circular
from the Rev John Stewart, New Glas-

ow, Convener Foreign Mission Com-
mittee of the Free Church of this Pro-
vince was received, containing various
eaquiries with a view to elicit informa-
tion about the New Hebrides Misston,
and for the special purpose of aiding the
Synod of that Sister Church to select a
field for Mission labour. The reception
of this letter was hailed with pleasure by
your Board, and the Secretary was di-
rected to prepare a full reply and trans-
mit the same as speedily as might be
found consistent with its importance.—
The following reply was accordingly
prepared and duly transmitted :—

Picrou, Feb. 25, 1837,
Rev. John Stewart, Con. Com. F. .
Free Synod N. S.
Ay DeaR Sir,—Your very welcome
letter of enquiry, under date January 6,
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1857, camé duly to band and was sub-
mitted by me to the first meeting of our
Board Foreign Missions held thereafter.

T am instructed to express the very
lively satisfaction which the Board felt
on the receipt of your communication,
ang their great cordiality in hailing the
prospect of co-operation with the Free
Synod in a Mission field already occu-

ied by two distinet branches of the
Presbyterian family. I am farther in-
structed to answer your several enqui-
ries as fully as possible, and afford any
farther information which might be use-
ful in leading your Synod to a favorable
issue in the selection of a Mission field.

In fulfilment of this appointment
please accept the following.

Query 1. What Missions have your
Church, and the field of operation ?

Ans. Our Church has but ene Fo-
reign Mission and the field of operation
is New Hebrides, South Pacific, inclu-
ding already the Islands of Aneiteum,
Tana and Fotuna.

Query 2. What success have your
missionaries had among heathens or
Jews?

Ans. Qur success, viewed as the re-
sults of labor extremely limited, has been,
so far as known to us, quite unparalleled
in the history of modern Missions. In
August, 1848, our missionary commenced
operations in company with Mr Power,
of the London Society Mission, a teacher
from Nova Scotia, and 7 Samoan teach-
ers. In September, 1850, Mr Powell
Jeft the Mission ; and at the close of the
same year Mr G.’s coadjutor from Nova
Scotia resigned his connection with our
Board and the Mission. At this period
no impression of a favorable nature had
been made on the dense heathenism of
the island, but European commerce had
engrafted the worst vives upon the hea-
then stock. In May, 1852, a Church
was formed, on the arrival of the * John
Williams” with the experienced mis-
sionaries of the London Missionary So-
ciety, in concert with whom Mr Geddie
baptized 15 natives, of whom 13 were
adults.  Tn July, 1852, MrInglis, of the
Reformed Presbyterian Church, Scot-
land, joined the Mission, and has from
that date to May 26, 1856, the date of
our latest dutelligence, proved himself a
true yoke fellow. They have by mutual
consent subdivided the island (Anei-
team), each superintending the labor in
his own department. Mr G. takes charae
of the translation and printing of Scrip-
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tures and school books, and Mr Inglis
has commenced an institution for the
training of native teachers for the evan-
aelization of the surrounding islands.—
The number of members in full commu-
nion is 89 for Mr G.’s diMrict and up-
wards of 40 in Mr I’s district. Out of
a population of 4,000 less than 300 re-
main in their heathen state. Within
eight years our missionary has seen
nearly the entire population pass from
most degraded heathenism to nominal
christianity. Upwards of 8,000 are in
daily attendance on school, and 130
adults full members of the Chureh, with
a large number of catecumens in imme-
diate training for membership. The is-
lands of Tana and Fotuna are being
opened to the European missionary by
the labor of native teachers seat from
Aneiteum, and their success is most en-
couraging. DBesides two large Churches
at cach Mission station there are 23
snow white buildings recently erccted
for the worship of the true God. All
the buildings are free from debt, being
raised by the gratuitous labor of the na-
tives with very limite 1 grants for mate-
rial not found on the island. The na-
tive teacher’s institution is a building of
70x20, and promises to be the germ of a
Aissionary College for the New Hebri-
dean Group.

Query 3. What is the nature of the
climate and its effect upon the constizu-
tion of foreigners ?

Ans. Neither death nor any very se-
rious disease hasoccurred in the Mission
family, After a residence of eightyears
Mr Geddie says that, with proper pre-
caution, such as experience has tanght
him, he feels assured that the climate is
quite healthy for foreigners. Although
frequently debilitated by fever and ague
and intermittent fever, his constitution.
never very robust, is vet unbroken, and
he feels quite eqaal to the continuous la-
bor which his onerous duties require.—
Indeed, for many constitutions, the eli-
mate is much wore suitable than Nova
Svotia.

Query 4. What is the probable ex-
pence of maintaining a missionary year-
1y, if a single man, or if married, as well
as the expense of outfit and passage ?

Ans. Our Board have adopted the
scale of support approved by the Lon-
don Missionary Society in their South
Sea Missions, that is £75 stg. for a sin-
gle and £100 stg. for a married mission-
ary, with £3 stg. for cach child. When

sent home for education the expense of
education at the Mission Institution is
partly borne by the Society. The sum
allowed for personal outfit is £50 stg.—
Passage money varies according to the
route. The London Missionary Society
ouly charge us with the doard ot our
missionary during his transit. Several
contingencies may be added, such as
supplies of medicines and tools for me-
chanical purposes, surgical instruments,
boats and Mission schooner. Where
friendly co-operation exists much of this
incidental expenditure would be saved
or mutually borae by the ditferent So-
cieties supporting the missionaries.

Query 5. VWhat are the peculiar stu-
dies to which a missionary goingto your
field of labor would require to dircet his
attention ?

Ans. Inaddition to the usual Theolo-
gical curriculum the acquirements ne-
cessary are Printing, Medicine, the use
of Carpenter’s tools.

Query 6. Would your Church hail
with satisfaction the aid proposed to be
rendered by this Synod on the terms
stated ?

Ans. Unquestionably our Church
would hail with universal satisfaction the
aid proposed to be rendered in their Mis-
sion field and on the terms stated. Al
that is proposed in way of co-operation
has been cheerfully accorded to the Re-
formed Presbyterian Church of Scotland
and isnow proferred to the United Pres-
byterian Church of Canada. Each mis-
sionary corresponds with hisown Church
at home and owns allegiance to none
other, but upon the field they unite for
general purposes hoth in counsel and ac-
tion. The New Hebrides Group contain
a population of 150,000 souls, and though
but few of the islands are yet opened to
the missionary, the openiu:gs are much
more easily obtained than faithful and
zealous men to enter in. Tana has a
population of 10,000 and iies within
sight of Anciteum. According to ar-
rangement with the missionaries that is-
land will be occupied by missionaries
from our Church, and if any of yourstu-
dents now attending the Hall, in compa-
ny with the two young men of our
Church now in probation for the Mis-
sion, were selected for your first agents.
there would be a bond of union secured
that would prove highly conducive to
cordial co-operation on this wide and
promising field. It may be worthy of
wention farther that some years ago Mr
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Geddie suggzested the propriety of invi-
ting the Presbyterian bodies in this Pro-
vince to unite in the support of one Mis-
sion, and thus secure a more eflicient
staff of devoted missionaries. Might not
this union of Mission effort abroad prove
the prelude of that incorporation at home
which we all profess to be so very desi-
rable ?

The decision of your Committee and
Synod will be looked for with great
anxiety, and, should it prove favorable to
the co-operation so much desired, our
missionaries in the distant isles of the sea
as well as our ministers and people will
hail it as a new incentive to more Aope-
ful effort, out should it prove otherwise
our prayers will still be with you. The
blessing of the Lord be upon you: we
bless you in the name of the Lord.

By order of B. I. M.

Jaxes, BAYNE,
Sec. B. F. M.

MR. GORDON.

After a lengthened, but not unprofit-
able sojourn in London, Mr Gordon left
for his destination in the “dJohn Willi-
ams” about the end of July, 1856. Ti-
dings have reached us under his own
hand of his safe arrival at the Cape of
Good Hope, Hobart Town, Melbourne,
Syduney, and finally at Raiatea, an is-
land in the vicinity of Tabiti. Mr G.
says, under date March 21st, * I bope to
be laboring among the heathen at my
destination before you receive this.”—
From all the correspondence which has
reached your Board, whetber official or
private, they have found much pleasure
in observing that the same zeal and abi-
lity to seize and improve missionary op-
portunitics for doing and getting good,
which was so abundantly manifested by
Mr Gordon in London, has appeared in
all his progress. In common with his
fellow passengers, missionaries of the
London Missionary Society, he has suc-
ceeded in arcusing a missionary spirit
in cach of the important towns of British
territory above named and their vicini-
ty. In cne of his latest communications
he says, * We were nearly three weeks
in Belbourne and Geelong preaching
and holding meetings, and much good
think will be the result. In addition to
the hundreds of pounds raised for the
Missionary Society, the slow movements
of some congregations have been quick-
encd and more union has been promo-
ted, especially among Presbyterians who
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were in some places a taunt and a bye-
word on account of their disunion.—
Through our instrumentality a Commit-
tee bhas been formed at Hobart Town,
Melbourne and Sydney, consisting of
Congregationalists and Presbyterians,
for promoting the Mission work in Poly-
nesia.” Captain Towns, of whom O0Mr
Geddie makes honorable mention as pro-
viding in his numerous fleet of vessels
for the gratuitous conveyance of Mission
supplies, had offered Mr and Mrs Gor-
don a free passage to Tana, where he
has rather extensive business connec-
tion. Mr Gordon however preferred
the “John Williams,” and no doubt
wisely, as his farther passage with the
missionaries of the Loundon Missionary
Society, and his acquaintance with the
different groups of 1slands at which the
Mission schooner will call, must be high-
ly favorable to his successful operation
when left at his proper field.

MISSION GOODS.

The property of the Mission reported
at last meeting as apparently lost bas re-
appeared in good condition and in most
opportune season at Anciteum. The
cause of detention has been laid before
the Church, and, though far from being
what could have been anticipated, your
Board feel no great cause of dissatisfac-
tion. Another shipment of Mission pro-
perty, but homeward bound, caused
some uneasiness, but this also has been
happily removed. TkLe box of heathen
relics thus referred to came to Halifax
last fall in good order, and is now under
the charge of your Board. Its contents
may be termed the spiritual spoils of
your wmissionary’s bloodless conquest.—
They consist of wooden and stone idols
of hideous and senseless shape, various
articles of dress, ornament and manu-
facture, shells, coral, and last, but not
least ininterest and importance, the hair
of a chief as worn during his heathen

Jife, and cut off when be renounced hea-

thenism and embraced christianity.—
These articles possess very little intrin-
sic value, but when regarded as the ob-
jects of human worship by those who
have been taught by our missionary to
worship the one only living and true
God, they possess a value to us beyond
their butk or weight in gold. It would
be highly improper to allow them to re-
main neglected, or even hid from the
observation of our people, and especially
our students and ministers, who cannot
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fail to have their missionary spirit

aroused by secing and handling these

troplues of Mission triumphs.
EXPENDITURE,

As on former occasions your Board
have peculiar pleasure in calling atten-
tion to the financial prosperity of the
Mission. Your Treasurer’saccount will
show that, without any special claim be-
ing urged on the Church, the funds
maintain sufficient buoyancy to warrant
yet move enlarged operation. Four
missionaries in good standing will re-
quire a yearly salary of £400 sta., or
£500 currency, besides contingencies.—
The London Missionary Sotiety allow
an average of £150 stg. annually for
each of their missionariesin the Polyne-
sian field.

The engagements made during the
past year involved an outlay of £160
currency, in addition to the salavies of
Messrs. Geddie and Gordon. The na-
ture of this outlay has been already ex-
plained. .

It may be proper here to notice that

the contributions for the “John Knox”.

have not vet reached the amount remit-
ted, £150 stg. By the Treasurer’s ac-
count the sum total received amounted
to little over £148 currency. The youth
of our Church should yet bestir them-
selves, so that Mr Geddie may have no
cause to be ashamed of his confidence in
them. Even the full sum of £187 10s.
should not be considered enough. At
least £200 currency should be secured
for this most important undertaking.—
The expense of maintenance will soon
amount to a considerable sum, and Mr
G.’s desire that, as his share of the Mis-
sion vessel has been procured by the
Sabbath Schoolsof our Church, so should
it be maintained. Moreover, the actual
cost of the schooner delivered at Sydney
is £320 stg, and, if to this be added the
probable cost of transmission to the New
Hebrides, 2 considerable addition will
be necessary.
SUBJLCTS OF REFERENCE TO SYNOD.
1st. Bye-Laws for insertion in Rules
of Procedure to be adopted by Synod.
These your Board have drafted accord-
ing to direction, and hold themselves
ready to submit for the approval of this
Court whenever that may be required.
2nd. Designation and departure of Mr
Matheson. In the foregoing report it
will be scen that all the preliminary pre-
paration which can readily be obtained
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hasbeen already acquired. Nothing re-
mains but the visitation of the congrega-
tions not yet acquainted with him as
their missionary, and this may be accom-
plished in a few weeks under proper ar-
rangement.

The Board would suggest that, as the
transit from Britain occupies nearly a
year according to Mr Gordon’s experi-
ence, it would be highly advisable that
Mr M, leave Nova Scotia in time to sail
by some ot the fall vessels for Australia,
and thence in time to arrive at Aneiteum
about the end of May or beginning of
June, 1858.

3rd. Messrs. Johnston and Murray.—
The Board submit to Synod whether
onc or both of these candidates for the
Dlission be accepted. If both, or only
one, what time should be set for their or
hisdeparture ? Itis suggested thatano-
ther session at Theological study be re-
quired, and that a course of Medical
study be prosecuted during the winter,
and that the period of departure be the
fall of 1858,

In fine your Board desire to close this
annual record of their procedure in the
spirit as in the language of Joshua to an-
cient Israel, and when straitly charging
them to cleave unto the Lord their éod,
“ As for you, no man hath been able to
stand before you unto this day. One
man of you shall chase a thousand, for
the Lord vour God, he it is that fighteth
for you, as he hath promised you. Take
good heed therefore unto yourselves that
ye love the the Lord your God.”

LETTER FROM MR. GEDDIE.
We are happy to lay before our read-
ers a letter from the Rev John Geddie
to the Rev James Waddell of ncarly
three months later date than the letters
to the Board formerly published. Qur
readers will rejoice to learn that the
work still continues to make progress.
AxeireuvyM, Feb. 2, 1857.
My DEAR BROTHER,—

Isend this letter by a ship which
has called at this island on her way from
Sydney to China. I sce by a Sydney
paper, which the Captain gave me, that
the “Johr Williams” arrived at that

ort, from Melbourue, on the 6th day of
ast montb. In the list of passengers I
see the names of our beloved daughter
Charlotte Ann and of Mr and Mrs Gor-
don. Had our dear friends known of
the present opportunity they nnght have
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been with us now. But the Captain was
not sure when he left Sydney of calling
at this island, and therefore did not ad-
vertise for it.  We need not look for the
“ John Williams” here before the end of
May, as she will visit Tahiti, Rarotonga,
Samoa and other islands before coming
here.

The Captain of the ship which has
called at this island has given me Eng-
lish news up to the 12th of November.
Here at a distance of 20,000 :niles we
know on the 29th day of January what
was transpiring i Iingland in Novem-
ber! It seems as if modern ingenuity
were about to annihilate time and space.

I sent letters to the Board of Foreign
Dlission in September, and also in No-
vember, by way of China. These let-
ters, if they reach you in safety, will fur-
nish you with ample details of our la-
bours and prospects. I bave little at
present to add to what I have alrcady
written. We continue to labour with
encouragement, and the attention of the
natives to the weans employed for their
good leads us to hope that our labours
are not in vain. May God bless all the
means in operation for the moral rege-
neration of this degraded island.

We have commenced printing the
gospel by John. The first sheet has just
come from the press, a copy of which I
enclose. I hope vou will receive copies
of the gospel by Mattbew, which I for-
warded along with my letters. The
clear and large type with which we now
print our books has given quite an im-
pulse to the cause of education on this
island.  Persons of all ages who have
learned to read can now use them with
comfort.

Our teachers on the neighbouring is-
Tands were well by latest accounts. We
have at present a number of Tanese vi-
sitors. They come from a distant part
of Tana and speak a dialect entirely dif-
ferent from that spoken in the part of
the island where our teachers reside.—
They appear not to have had intercourse
with white men until they undertook
their voyage to this island. When they
saw my bouse they said it must have
been made by the spirits and not by men.
They seem much impressed with what
they have seen on this island, and they
are most anxious for teachers to live in
their Jand. It is quite probable that an
effort will be made to grant their re-
quest,

The higkest chief of Anuia is also at
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this island on a visit. His island lies be-
tween Tana and Fotuna, and is about
ten miles distant from Port Resolution.
The island is low and small and con-
tains, as we suppose, about 600 inhabi-
tants, who speak the same langnage as
the Fotunese. We look on this c¢h’:f's’
visit as quite providential. Abouta week
before he landed two teachers hiad been
set apart for his island. They will go
by the missionary ship when she arrives.

There is also a party of Fotuna na-
tives here, among whom is a chief who
has been kind to our teachers and in
whose district any missionary going to
that island will reside.

Our natives seem to take a deep in-
terest in the evangelization of the neigh-
bouring islands. They are now prepa-
ring to make a contribution for the work
of God in the lands of darkness when the
« John Williams” arrives. They cannot
give money, because they have none,
but they will give what they can. The
contribution will consist of cinet for
making the houses of missionaries and
teachers, mats and women’s native
dresses. After giving teachers what
they need of the above articles the sur-
plus will be given to the chiefs and peo-
ple among whom they are located.  All
the teachers and their wives in my dis-
trict are now employed in making mats
for Mr Gordon’s house, and, I have no
doubt, but he will be furnished with a
supply that will Jast for years to come.

It 1s probable that six or seven addi-
tional teachers will be sent to the neigh-
bouring islands from Aneiteum when the
«“ John Williams” arrives. Though we
have already parted with some of our
best natives for foreign labour, the cause
at home appears not to have suffered by
the loss, for God has raised up others to
take their place. I have no fear that our
island will become spiritually impover-
ished by our endeavouring to extend to
others the blessings of salvation.

It is a matter of deep lamentation that
Mr Gordon comes alone to the Mission
field, when the Church is willing to sup-
port another and when the call for mis-
sionary labour is so great. Can nomeans
be employed to induce right-hearted men
to engage in the missionary work. I
read with deep imterest the “ Resolutions
of Synod with regard to the means to be
adopted for obtaining missionaries” in
Missionary Record of the United Pres-
byterian Church for September, 1855.
Might not our Synod adopt some such
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Resolutions. 1t would I think be an im-

vovement on the third Resolution to
mvest the Board of Foreign Missions
with power to call persons whom they
may deem qualified to engage in the
missionary work. Such a cali would in
all probability bring some into the fo-
reign field who find it diflicult to decide
between the claims of the heathen and
the claims of the destitute at home.

I have also read somewhere that one
of the Synods in the United States has
passed a Resolution to make every effort
to raise the number of its missionaries
abroad until they equal the settled pas-
tors at home. I am not without hope
that the time is coming when even sin-
gle congregations in our own Church
will support their missionary abroad as
well as minister at home. May such a
time speedily come. Had any congre-
gation the courage to make the effort
the noble example would be followed by
others.

We long to bear about the * John
Knox.” All the information we have
about her is comprised in two or three
sentences in a letter.which Mr Inglis re-
ceived last year. We hope that she is
in Sydney by this time, and hence we
have given Dr Ross such advice as we
could about her transmission to this is-
land. She will be an invaluable appen-
dage to the Mission when she comes —
We almost regret that she is so small,
but we are truly thankful for her, small
as she is. If tne missionary work ex-
tends on these islands, as I hope it will,
it is quite probable that the * John
Knox” will be superseded by a schooner
of larger size. Such a vessel might be
built in Nova Scotia, and I am sure she
wauld be an object of interest to the
{riends of the cause. But in the mean-
time the “ John Knox” will answer our
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purpose, and it seems vain to open up
new islands for miscionary enterprise
unless men can be found to occupy
them.

1 may mention that the Committee of
Missions of the Reformed Presbyterian
Chureh, Scotland, have agreed to give
Dr Ross some expressien of their grati-
tude for his kindness to their missionary.
But he has been no less kind to your
missionary than to theirs, Mightnot the
Board of Foreign Missions in some shape
or form let him know that they also ap-

reciate his kindness. Our agency in
ydney gives him considerable trouble.

You will be glad to hear that we are
all well.  Both the Mission families have
thus far escaped fever and ague this
year, though it prevails among the na-
tives around us. Mrs Geddie’s consti-
tution received a most serious shock last
year. At one time I had faint expec-
tations of our recovery. But God has
been good to us beyond what we could
expect. She has to a great extent re-
gamed her health, -but I do not think
she will ever be so vigorous as she was
before her illness. I wish our dear
Charlotte Ann were here to relieve her
mother of some of her duties. Besides
attending to her children and household
duties she superintends a large school.

Remember me to your beloved wife,
also to Henry, Jane and the other child-
ren. Mrs (3. canpot write now, but she
also unites in warmest remembrance to
youall. It will give us great pleasure to
hear from you when you can write.—
Letters from our dear friends are a trea-
sure here.

I remain, my deas brother,
Ever yours, &e¢.,
Joux GEDDIE.

Rev James Waddell.

India,

BENGAL PRESIDENCY.
(From M’Leod Wylie Esq.)
CarLcurTa, June 1,1837.

When I wrote for the News of the
Clurches, last January, 1 referred to
Britain’s position in India as differing
widely from that which we held with no
little anxiety after the destruction of our
army in Afighanistan, and when we bad

to send another army out of the country
(in 1842), while Runjeet Singh’s power-
ful Sikh army chafed in inaction in its
rear, and the well-disciplined army of
Gwalior was unsubdued, in close proxi-
mity to Agra. Having reference to the
subsequent defeat of both these hostile
powers, and the pacification of the Pun-
Jab, and the successful termination of the
war in Pegu, I said that I believed that
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our authority had never been so firmly
established asat the commencement of
this year. Nothing has occurred to shake
thatopinion ; and I shall indeed be sorry
if the present temporary panic spread
homewards, and produce any popular
alarm for our Indian empire.

We have had an extensive mutiny in
the army. This letter will not be publish-
ed till the 1st August, and it is im-
possible to tell what further tidings
may by that time have reached you.
But ifyou will observe how promptly
and cordially the Maharajah of Gwalior,
and the Rajahs of Puttiala, Bhurtpore,
and Rewah, have turned out with their
forces, and assisted in preventing the ex-
tension of the insurrection, you will see
ground to believe that our hold on the
country is very strong, and that these
chiefs well know it. 1

I would not underrate the importance
of the calamity. It will entail enormous
losses and expenses on (Government; it
has occasioned, and will occasion, a great
amount of private suffering; and it in-
volves the necessity of a total remodeil-
ing of the Sepoy army. I believe, too,
that it raises questions to which the peo-
ple of England will require satisfactory
answers. Why, after the aunexation of
Oude, had we three European infantry
regiments less than before?  Why was
the Mussulman mind after that annexa-
tion further excited by a Persian war?
These are questions for the Home Go-
vernment, and there are others to which
I will not advert. But, putting these
matters aside, and considering ot the
causes of the outbreak at present, but
its prospects, I see little reason for ap-
prehension. Whatever may be the condi-
tion of the people in Bengal, I believe
that there, and in the upper provinces,
the landholders generally have now a
valuable interest in the land which would
be perilled by arevelution; and thata vast
number of natives, from the influence of
trade, and from kavine invested proper-
ty (to the extent of thirty millions ster-
ing) in the public loans, have a direct
interest in the maintenance of public
tranquility. But more than this, Eng-
land’s.position in India, as the centre of
Asia, 1s of Divine appointment. The
band of God has controlled most con-
flicting and hostile influences here-
tofore, and His counsels, I am deep-
ly persuaded, have provided for Eng-
land, in this country, a work wkich

The Missionary Register.

Sept.

must be accomplished, by whamsoeverit
may be resistc(s).

In looking back, it is indeed eacy to
sce where we have failed; and that God’s
jndaments might be expected to mingle
with his mercies. Jt is notorious how
erossly nominal Christians have often dis-
honoured their profession in the country,
and caused the heathen to blaspheme.
Tke Government, indeed, boasts of its
“strict neutrality,” but it is a matter of
simple historical fact, that too often it has

atronized Hinduism and Mohammedan-
1sm, and opposed Christianity.  There
stands in the regulations still the provisi-
on for the careful administration, by go-
vernment officers, of all Hindu and Mo-
hammedan endowments; and it was not
without a most vizorous struggle at home,
that the Court of Directors were compell-
ed to alter their system. Honours were
publicly paid by the British to Iindu
idols; and Sir Percgrine Maitland was
com{)ellcd, for conscience’ sake, to relin.
quish his command at Madras, rather
than persist in the practice. Offerings
were made (not long ago) in the name
of Government, at celebrated shrines;
Brahmans were paid to pray for rain;
and w rship was paid to the Hindu god-
dess of Fortune for success on the Com-
pany’s trade in salt and opium.

Nor was this all. I have now before
me the narrative (first published in Eng-
land, I beheve, in Wilkinson's Christian-
ity in Northern India) of the conversion
of a high-caste Sepoy, Prabdu Diu, a
naiek or corporal of the 25th Regiment
of Native Infantry. The excellent chap-
lain who baptized him (the late Rev
H. 8. Fisher) was handed to the bishop
(Bishop Middleton) ; the major com
manding the regiment declared that the
event bad filled his corps with consterna-
tion. A Courtof Inquiry was held un-
der the orders of General Sir G. Martin-
dell, and the guilty man removed from
the army, though allowed to live on his
pay. This was in 1849, when the AMar-
quis of Tastings was Governor-General
and Commander-in-chief. The convert
was addmitted to.be a fine soldier, and
highly estecmed in the regiment, but he
was never restored to the service. Since
that time, missionaries have very seldom
had opportunities of preaching to the
Sepoys. It is understood that they are
not to enter the lines; and, on the other
hand, ali the whims ard superstitions of
the soldiery have been humoured almost
as if they were not men but children.
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But the Government proclaims not
only that it will adhere to its strict neu-
trality, but also to its policy of * respect-
ing all the scruples of caste.”” It gives
this assurance in answer to an address
from the Calcutta Baboos, of whom
many have ¢ ceased to be Hindus,” and
few of whom allow these scruples of caste
to intartere with their eating meat and
drinking wine and brandy. I may be
allowed therefore to regard it as a rather
superiluous declaration.

And how does it accord with * strict
neutrality ?”  To respect  all the seru-
ples of caste,” is virtually to uphold
Hinduism. For what is caste? It is
not a civil but a religious institation. Of
the four original castes, the Vaisyas ave
extinct; the Khetriyas exist (it'at all)
in very small numbers; and it is not
pretended that the Sudras are a pure
class. It is known that they are descen-
dants of all descriptions of impure and
mixed races from intermarriages. The
Brahmans alone exist as they were. The
theory is, that they are divine—* twice-
born”—a race superior to all others in
origin, in sanctity, and in natural vights;
and this theory, which involves .ur ac-
knowledgiment that we are ourselves a
defiled, polluted, and inferior race, we
are called on to recognise and act upon.

The Shastras, ‘rom the Veds down-
wards, are replete with texts like these.
(1 quote from an article in the Caleutta
Leview. by a learned author, who gives
the original Sanscrit) :—

« The Brahmans are our superiors.

¢ The Brahmans alone existed in the
beginning.

] have created the four castes accord-
ing to thewr gratifications and acts.

*« There sprang from Brabma’s mouth
beings endowed with the quality of good-
ness; others from his breast pervaded
by the quality of foulness; others from
his thighs in whom foulness and darkness
prevaled; and other from his feet, in
whom the quality of darkness predomi-
nated. These were, in succession, be-
ings of the several castes,—Brahmans,
Kbetriyas, Vaisyas, and Sudras.

% The Brahmans are my mouth, the
Khetriyas my arms, the Vaisyas my
thighs, and the Sudras my feet. Their
powers decrease in gradation.”

« Since the Brahman sprang from the
most excellent parts, since be was first
born, and since he possesses the Yeda,
he is by right thechief of this whole crea-
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“ A Brahman, whether learned or ia-
norant, is a powerful divinity ; even as
fire is a powerful divinity, whether con-
secrated or yopular.

“ All Brahmans are excellent, and al-
ways to be honoured without discrimina-
tion, whether they are learned or un-
learned.  These excellent Brahmans,
who are guilty of such crimes as theft,
are offenders against themselves, not. oth-
ers.

“He who does not immediately bow
down when he sees his tator or a’ Brah-
man, or the image of a god, becomes a
dog on the earth!

“ Whesoever bears but a drop of wa-
ter which has been in contact with a
Brabman’s foot, all sins in his body are
immediately destroyed. Whosoever car-
ries on his head the holy things touched
by a Brahman's foot, verily, verily, Isay
he is freed from all sins. :

« Kven wicked Brahmans are to be
venerated, but not Sudras, though of sub-
dued passions. The cowthat eats foul
things, is better than the pig with good
dispositions.

% A king, even though dying from
want, must not receive any tax from a
Brahman learned in the Vedas.

* Mever shall a kiny slay a Brabman,
though convivted of all possible erimes.”

These things illustrate the system. In
its practical development, a man of low
caste would * scrupic™ to tell the truth
in giving evidence, if truth atfected a
Brahman ; and a Brahman would scru-~
ple to allow an inferior to read a sacred
book. Indeed, by the Hindu law, such
sacrilege would entail ona Sudra the
punishient of exquisite tortures.

Aund, further, it the Governor-Gene-
ral himselt were to touch the eating or
drinking vessels of a Hindas of caste, those
vessels would be regarded as polluted.
And probably the lower the man’s caste
might be, and the more ignorant the
man, the more scrupulous he would be.

And then a man’s * caste” forbids him
to destroy animal life. Perforce, how-
ever, be does sy every time he drinks
water, ot treads upon the ground. The
grant of Gad after the deluge most sig-
mficantly recognises the right of man to
animal food, and our New Testament as
emphatically again recognises the claim.
But Hindwsm commands o abstain from
meats, not merely occasionally, but al-
ways, and imposes, as a religious duty,
this obligation of abstinence.

In practical life, of course, so unnatu-
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ral a system fails. A Hindu should not
wear leather shoes, or use leather forany
purpose. And many 'medicines which
are almo:t necessavy, in some diseascs,
are equally forbidden to him. But he
finds that, insensibly, he is led on by the
progress of civilisation, and that hisseru-
ples must give way. Then in steps the
powerful British Government, and sanc-
tions and encourages the mairtenance
of the absurd system, talks of its respect
for these scruples,and stoops to a-Tecog.
nition of the theory which elevates the
Brahmin to divinity, and treats the pa-
tient, industrious out-caste as an impure
and degraded being !

But the case of the Sepoys is peculiar.
It is in reference to their disaffection that
the government offers these assurances.
It is said that the Sepoys are jealous for
their religion, and that their minds must
be soothed But how stands the fact ?
There is one class in the community to
which no missions have been directed ;
one class which is almost entirely un-
touched ; one class which has all along
been jealously shielded from Christian
instruction. That class is the body of
Sepoys. Nearly all of them are fromn
Oude, wheve there has never been a
-Christian mission. They go on furlough
in great numbers yearly, and attend the
shrines and temples where pilorims re-
sort, without let or hindrance. They are
not sent ont of India, in deference to
their scruples.  Of Christianity they or-
dinarily know nothing more than that it
is the nominal religion of their officers,
and they eat beef and drink wine.—
Whoever may have reason to complain
that his religion has been interfered with,
the Sepoy 1s not the man.

But do they in fact say that they have
reason to complain of missions? Not in
the least. The mutiny first broke out at
Berhampore. There is there a mission
of the London Missionary Society. The
19th Native Infantry, when excited and
under arms there, might with ease have
destroyed the mission premises, and mur-
dered the missionaries. They never
threatened either. They we e brought
down to Barrackpore and disbanded ;
and, soon after, the 84th. were disbanded
there too. Both regiments were let loose
on the country. Opposite Barrackpore
is Serampore; a short way further np is
Cliinsurah., At both places there are
missions: 'The men went roving up the
country. They passed an unprotected
mission at Burdwan ; they could easily
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have reached the equally unprotected
mussian stations at Kishugar and Cutova.
As they wenton, they might have reach-
ed others. But they neither threatened
or touched one of them. So at Meerut
and Umballa. Before this outbreak there
were preliminary symptoms of disaffec-
tion in various acts of incendiarism ; but
not one in the mission premises.

But the most remarkable case is that
of Benares, that bigoted “sacred” city,
with the head civil officer a zealous
Christian, with a considerable body of
active missionaries. Here were two dis-
affected native regiments, a Sikh corps,
on which it was at first doubtiul if reli-
ance could be placed, and 200,000 peo-
%e supposed to be impatient of missions.

et up to this time, without any Euro-
pean force (the heroic Commissioner
having pushed on to Cawnpore the first
Europeans who went up the country),
the city has been preserved in peace, and
not a hair of the head of a single mission-
ary has perished.

Far be it from me to overlook, as the
effivient cause of this, the guardian pro-
tecting care of Him whose these men are,
and whom they serve. He has said—
¢« Call upon me in the day of trouble, and
I will deliver thee.” And notonly have
these, His servants, sought His succour,
bat I know that the sympathies of others
have cailed forth much prayer on their
behalf. Mostsignally, in answer to these
intercessions and supplications, He has
manifested His restraining power, and
His love to His own beloved people.—
But, at the same time, it is plain that if
there were in the hearts of the popula-
tion that animosity to missions which
some suppose to exist, the missions would
not have been overlooked by the disat-
fected in this way, and we should at
least have bad some tokens of the popu-
lar ill-will.

But another cause for the insurrection,
and that which with the greatest proba-
bility is now surmised, is the secret work
of Mohammedan emissaries, instigated by
the Princes of Lucknow and the Per-
sians. This will probably be made plain
ere lonz. One sign of it is the exten-
sive diffusion of the same kind of stories
—that Lord Canning was pledged to the
Queen to make the people Christians in
three years; that the English required
the Sepoys to fight for them with the
Russians, in China and Persia, and that
in order to qualify them for leaving In-
dia, it was necessary first to destroy their
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caste, and that this was intended to be
done by introducing a greased cartridge
into sencraluse. The Hindus have been
the first actors, but they have been tools
of others behind the scenes. We now
see the crisis at Delbiy a son of the Mo-
hammedan pensioned king there placed
on the throne ; the Mussulmans all arm-
ed flocking to the green standard: a
Mussulman chosen as leader ; and prayer
for success ot the rebels offered in the
Mussulman places of worship in varions
pavts of the country. The result of this
development will probably be the cordial
union of the Hindus in the Upper Pro-
vinces, and especially the Sikhs, in one
power.

I believe that we have no cause for
fear us to the ultimate issue. England’s
mission has yet to be accomplished ; and
for the sake of those among her people
here who desire to win India to the Sa-
viour, the victory will scon be given to
our country : “ the holy seed is the sub-
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stance thercof.” 1 belicve farther, that
this movement shows that the kingdom
and powers of darkness are shaken : and
further still, that the banner of the False
Prophet having now been raised, our
Lord, for His own glory’s sake, will
overthrow the adversaries. And then,
will not these events attract more atten-
tion toIndia? Shall we find henceforth
that the inquiries of our Legislature into
her condition, will be limited to the ap-
pointment of a committee, as heretofore,
only once in twenty years? Shall we
notsee the claims of India, the duty, the
wisdom, and the true policy of enlight-
ening her people, better understood and
realized?  And will not the mercy of
the deliverance of our Indian empire
from this sudden and imminent peril,
awaken the gratitude of all the Lord's
people, and rouse them to exertion for
India’s welfare, while still she remains
our own possession, and her gates are
open to the gospel ?—News of Churches.

News of the Church.

New Cuurcu oreNED.—The new
Church recently erected on the West
Branch, East River, by the congregation
in connexion with the Presbyterian
Church of Nova Scotia, was opened fcr
divine service on Sabbath, the 26¢h ult.
The Rev George Walker of New Glas-
gow preached in the morning from Gal.
vi. 91 4 Let us not be weary in we'l do-
ing, for in due time we shall reap if we
faint not.” The Rev AngusMcGillivray
of East Branch followed in Gaelic,
preaching from Exod. xx. 24, last clause :
¢ In all places where I record my name,
I will come unto thee and I will bless
thee.” The Rev George Patterson of
Green Hill preached in the afternoon
from Psalm cxxii. 1: * T was glad whep
they said unto me, let us go into the
house of the Lord.” A large concourse
of people assembled on the occasion. Al~
though the Sacrament was dispensed by
ministers of the Istablished Kirk of
Scotland in the immediate vicinity, yet
the bouse was filled through all the ser-
vices by a deeply interested audience.
The Church thus opened is a large and
handsome edifice, and reflects much cre-
dit on the congregation which, though
small in numbers, has put forth most cre-
ditable exertions in its erection. It is 75
feet long by 45 wide, is completely finish-
ed, with an end gallery, and is calculat-

ed to seat 700 persons.  We understand
that the total cost has been £900, of
which about £800 have been already paid.
May the Lord count, when he writeth
up the people, that this man and that
man were born there.

At the last meeting of the Presbytery
of P. E. Island, Mr James A. Murray
having delivered all the exercises assign-
ed him as trials for license to the satisfac-
tion of the Presbytery, he was unani-
mously and cordially licensed to preach
the everlasting gospel.

AssocraTr REFORMED CHURCH OF
THE U~irep StaTis.—This body is
so thoroughly pervaded with the mis-
sionary spirit that thongh numerically
small and weak ithas already a pretty
strong staff of missionaries in the Foreizn
field. Its principal station is in DaMas-
cus, Syria. The following extract from
the Philadelphia Christian Instructor
will be read with pleasure by Presby-
terians here:

At the meeting of the Board in Au-
gust last, attention was directed to Dr
Alex. Hattie—a young man who was a
native of Nova Scotia, had early united
himself with the Presbyterian Church
of that Province, and afterwards with

the First A, R. Church in Philadelpbia,
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and had pursued his studiesmainly in
the Medical Department of the Uni-
versity of Pennsylvania,in thiscity. e
is a young man whois highly respect-
able and gives promise of being a skil-
ful and able physician. 'He has been
engaged in Sabbath school labour, and
the leading desire in view throughout his
course of study has Leen that he might

repare himself to do good in the world.

It affords us great gratification to learn
by a late communication from him, that
after prayerful deliberation and much
conference with his parents and friends,
he has been led to see the path of duty
clear, and will prepare at oncefor his
departure to Syria. The Board have
promptly responded to his acceptance of
their appointment, and will afford him
every facility for his carly entrance upon
his good work.

We had the pleasure of meeting Dr
HATTIE in this city on Tubsday Jast, on
his way to Philadelphia. He proceeded
to Boston in the Eastern State which
left this port at 11 o’clock on Wednes-
day. Dr Hattie, expects to leave for
Syria in about a fortnight. .

Dr Harrie is a native of St. Mary’s,
Guysboro, and received most of his edu-
eation in Pictou Academy and the West
River Seminary. Qur readers will be
glad to learn that he has consented to be
one of our occasional correspondents.—
Witness.

POSTSCRIPY.

Latest News Froy THE Mission —
Rev P. G. McGregor received on the 28th
ult. a letter from Mr Geddie dated April
23rd The mission families were then well.
It had been determined to erect in Anei-
teum a large Stone Church, and Mr Geddie
is anxious that a Box of suitable Tools
should he forwarded as soon as possible.
13t. Mason’s tools—such as stone hammers,
trowels, &c.; 2dly. Pluisterer’s tonls ; 3dly.
Carpenter’s tools. - Cannot such a Box be
made up before Mr Matheson’s departure ?
Netices,Acknowledgzments,&¢

Monies received by the Treasurer from
20th July to 20th August, 1857 :—

1857. Home Mission,
Aug 17—Donation from a Friend
. to Missions, £1 0 0
Foreign Mission.
Aug. 20—Young Ladies’ Bazaar,
Prince Street congre-
gation, Pictou, 11 0 0

J. & J. Yorston acknowledge receipt of
the following for the Foreign Mission .—
Cash, £12 9s. 63d.—being procceds of

Sept.

Missionary Tea Meeting, Pine Grove Saw
Mill; and £1 17s 03d. from Ladies’ Pen-
ny-a-week Society, Scoteh Hill—per Mrs
John McKenzie.

A bale of Goods from West St Peter's,
P E Island—value £5.

A Military Coat, from Mr James Daw-
son. for Nohoat, Chief in Mr Geddic's dis-
trict, Anciteum.

Cash,5s.f'mElizabeth Gran?, ScotchHill.

The Treasurer of the Mission Eduneation
Fund acknowledges the receipt of the fol-
lowing sums :—From Miss Christiana Lic
tle, Picton, 5s.; and from Miss Jacet Col-
lie, 3s. 13d.

It is expected that Mr Matheson will
leave for the Mission Field about the ~econd
week of October.  All clothing and other
material supplies destined for the New He-
biides should be furwarded ta the Receiv-
ers of Goods, by the first of October, in or-
der to secure safe and speedy transmission
under his immediate oversight.

Rev W. McCulloch acknowledges the
receipt of £2 from the Ladies’ Society of
New Glasgow. in aia of the French Mission.

Truro, 10th August, 1857.

The Agent acknowledges receipt of the
following sums for Chiistean Instructor and
Missionary Begister for the current year—

Mr Reynolds £0 5 0
Rev R. Blackwood 1 00
Samucl Johnston 1 2 6
Andrew O'Brien i 3
Mrs Davidson 5 0
C. W. H. Harris 2 6
Robert Gordon 1 7 6
Rev A, P. Miller 3 5 0
Peter Ross. Esq. 15 0
Rev John Scott n 0
Mr David Freize .3 0 0

Terms of the lastructor and
RRegister.

IxsTRUCTOR and REeGISTER, single co-
pics; 5s each. Any person ordering six
copies, and becoming responsille for six
copies, will receive one free.  For Reyister,
single copies, 1s 6d cach. six copies 70 one
ddiress at 1s 3d each. Onc additiona! cent
for every twelve copies ordered. Where
parties wish them addressed singly, 1s 6d
will be charged.

Communications to be addressed 10 the
Rev George Patterson, Alma Way Office,
West River, and must'be forwarded before
the 10th of the month precnding publica-
tion. Small notices may be sent to him or
the Rev P. G. McGregor, Halifax, up till
the 22nd.

Orders and remittances to be forwarded
to Mr James Barnes. Remittances may
also be seat to the Synod Treasurer.



