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THE

Canada Tempevance Avvocate.

Temperance ts the moderate use of things beneficial, and abstinence from things hurtful.

[WHEN GRATIS PLEASE CIRCULATE.)

Vor. IIL

Here it comes. PoorWhite.
House, barn, faim, cattle, all §
gone for rum. O how he ¥
raves. So drunk he cannot EEEs
stand. Throws the tongs at
his weeping wife and affright-
ed children. Venders of ar- §
dent spirit, look at this pic-
ture, and see the misery you
occasion by your horrid traf-

THE CONFIRMED DRUNKARD.

fic. What comfort can you
have in money thus gained ?
O quit the traffic, and sell to
your customers such things
| as will make them and their
children happy, and make
® them good customers to you
= as long as they live. Good
. merchants have done it. Add
j& your names to the list.

canada emperanre Adborate.

“ It is good neither to eat flesh, nor drink wine, nor do any thing by which
thy brother is made to stumble, or to fall, or is weakened.” Roum. xiv. 21.—
Macaght's Transiction.

MONTREAL, JULY, 1837.

Review oF CoNTROVERSIES (continued )—Mr.
M‘Ginn professes to examine the texts of Scripture by
which the advocates of Temperance Societies have de-
feaded their principles. It would appear that he is ac-
quainted only with two—that which is “gibbeted,” as
he elegantly terms it, fromu month to month in this jour-
nel, and another in 1 Cor. 8. 16— If meat make my
brother to offend,” &ec. We would inform him that
there are many other texts besides these, strong to our
purpose; yet we acknowledge that if he could deprive
us of the use of these two, he would inflict an irrepar-

able injury upon our causc: but of this, his letters, | whatever the term “ any thing” may be applied to, 1t

which we have before us, give us no reason to be ap-
prehensive.

Let us examine the first of these verses.
21. “It is good neither to eat flesh,” &c.

It is to be observed in the first place, that the things
forbidden by the Apostle are “ flesh” and “wine.” To
these the term “any thing” is added, by which the rule
is greatly strengthened. A certain authority in Mont-
real declared some time ago that this is “ an inconveni-
ently weakening clause;” but it must be evident to
every person that it is the strongest term in the verse,
for it converts the rule from a particular to a universal
one.

We may here remark, however, that the use of these
things is not to be considered immoral in itself. Had
the Apostle regarded it in this light, it is incredible that
he should have used the form of speech, which we find
in this verse, respecting it. We may also observe that

Rom. xiv.



must not he to any thing which is absolutely necessary
tv man, even though it should be a cause of sin.

"I'iis may prepare us to observe, in the second place,
that the sole reason why these things were forbidden,
was that they led some of the brethren to commit sin.
T'he probibition is not founded on the nature of the
things thewselves, but on their consequences. It ought
to be recolleeted. howeser, that, if the nature of wine
and other ntesicating drinks shall be found injurious to
man, the words of the Apostle do not rclease us from
the law of God, to abstain from what is hurtful. He
certifies that it is not wneclean, but not that it is harm-
less : nor can his words be construed into a commen-
dation of the use of it.

A third consideration now presents itself, and the
most importaut in the controversy, Aow could the use of
« flesh and wine” lead others to commit sin ?  The context
cuables usto giveadefiniteand satisfactory answer to this
question as far as it respects flesh.  Some kinds of food
were forbidden by the ceremonial law of the Jews; and
as it was impossible for those, who had been tanght to
venerate that law from their infancey, to set it aside all
at once, without doing violence to their consciences, it
hence became their duty to abstain.  And even those,
who, possessing greater knowledge, could eat all kinds
of food indiseriminately without doing violeuce to their
consciences, were to consider it their duty to abstain
also: for, though their cating was perfectly harmless
so far as they themselves were cohicerned, yet their ex-
ample led others to imitate them, who fell in their at-
tempt to do so.  Thus far we have no fault to find with
the views of Mr. M'G. as expressed in these letters, for
they do not appear to us to be materially different from
our own. When, however, he declares that « here the
doctrine of ‘example,’ 5o efficacious in the estimation
of my opponents, is triumphantly refuted,” we must enter
our dissent.  If Mr. M‘G. intends to deny the ¢ effica-
ey” of example in producing either good or evil, he will
find hiwself engaged in a task in which both Scrip-
ture and reason and observation are opposed to him.
The law which we are now considering is one for which
there wonld have been no necessity if example had no
« efficacy,” for what but example led to the sin which
it is intended to prevent? It is plain that those who
committed it would never have done so had they been
left to act of themselves. Their conscience was opposed
to it—they looked with horror upon the use of things
commcn or unclean. But the use of these things by
others, whom they respected as men of exemplary worth,

enticed them to do o, and thussin was committed. On
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this point Mr. M*G. favours us with .he following sen-
timent, which aimost makes us hesitate whether we
ought to laugh at its absurdity, or express indigoation
at the liberty he uses with an inspired Apostle :—¢ The
text,” he says, *“recommended abstinence to those who
regard all things equally l:wful, that those who abstain-
ed from some things which they considered unlawful
might in time (being instructed) partake also.” One
man is to abstain, then, it scems, as a means of leading
another to partake! What absurdity ! he might as
well say, that one man is to stand still as a means of
leading another ¢o go. To put such an absurdity as this
into the mouth of an apostle, more especially when he
declares so plainly that the design of the abstinence
here recommended was to prevent sin, betokens either
great carelessness on the part of Mr. M‘G. or loose
views of the doctrine of inspiration.

But althoug.. the context informs us how “flesh” led
a brother to commit sin, it gives us no information res-
pecting the way in which “wine” could produce this
effect—the whole of the Apostle’s reasoning respects
the use of meats. Mr. M‘G. makes it a special subject
of inquiry “ whether it was on account of its containing
alcohol that wine was abstained from ;" an inquiry which
appears to us altogether unnecessary, and indicative of
any thing on the part of Mr. M‘G. thana candid desire
to ascertain the truth. It is by no means probable that
the apostle, or those Christians whom he was address-
ing, knew that wine contained alcohol. And since it is
so plainly stated that wine was “ abstained from™ because
it made « brother to stumble, or to offend, or to become
weak, we think Mr. M‘G. would have dealt more fairly
with the controversy between him and us if he had in-
quired how wine could produce these effects ?

We have seen that the use of flesh led to these evil
consequenices solely because certain kinds of it were for-
bidden by the ceremonial law ; but, as this law never
 forbade wine to the people generally, the evil conse-
quences in this case cannot be accounted for in the
same way. It is vain for Mr. M‘G. to quote, in proof
of the harmlessness of wine,—J7 know and am persuad-
ed of the Lord Jesus that nothing is unclean in itself.
The early Christians never regarded it as unclean—they
could not, therefore, abstain from it on this account,
nor could they commit sin in the use of it by entertain-
ing any mistaken notions of this kind respecting it.
The question then recurs, how could wine cause a brother
to offend. The only answer which can be returned is
this, i¢ rendered him drurken. We all know how it

causes a brother to offend at the present day. We know
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also that it operated in the same
Noah, and Lot, and in the days
evident from his frequent allusions to drunkenness in
his epistles.  Now, is Mr. M'G. able to show that there
was some other way by which it led to sin—that the
apostle alludes only to this other way ; and that his in-
junction in this verse is so founded upon itthat it would
be unscriptural to’ explain it as having a reference to
that which we have just pointed out? The conclusion
appears to us altogether irresistible, that wine caused a
hrather to offend, because of its intoxicating quality,
and to prevent this offence the early Christians were
commanded to abstain from it; and, since it possesses
the same quality at the present day, and produces of-
[fenee also, it is the duty of all Christians to abstain from
it still,

Mr. M‘G. imagines he finds another ohjection in the
difference of the objects contemplated by the abstinence
which the Apostle enjoined, and that which is practised
by Temperance Societies,
“a brother,” but the latter regards all men, whether

members of the Church of Christ or not. This oh';oc-:

tion, however, is made with such evident insincerity on
the part of Mr. M‘G. that it deserves no reply.
sincere, let him abstain for the sake ofa « brother"—he

we may then attempt to convince him that Christian,

benevolence proposes the good of all men as its object, 1tlon is amazing

and has nothing more than a special reference to « the
bousehold of faith.”

In his second letter on this text Mr. M‘G. makes the
following admission, which is evidently fatal to his
cause:—* All that can be drawn from (it) to favour
the doctrine of ¢ expediency’ as taught by my oppon-
ents is this: that every man is bound by a sense of his
duty to God to abstain from giving, countenancing, or
advising his neighbour to drink, whom he knows to be
a drinker. In the company of such he is bound to
abstain.”  Does Mr. M‘Ginn then admit that he is bound
to abstain when in the company of a drinker? We

—

The former regarded only’
g y

Ifheis’
.a remarkable confirmation of the old proverb respect-
must know that it is causing thousands of brethrzn to,
offend—and when he gives us this proof of his sincerity ‘

way in the days of f In his tenth letter, in which he professes to examina
of the Apostle, as is’

1 Cor. 8. 16. we find the following declaration at the
very commencement :— I may remark that the Apostle
seems to have been wholly ignarant of the pledge ;
fact we read of no such thing in the Old or New Tes-
tament.”  We are surprised at this: the verse which
Mr. M‘G. was just about to “examine critically” con-
tains a pledge, which was given by the apostle, evident-
ly for the purpose of pointing out the rule of conduct

in

“to others—* If meat make my brother to offend, I will

eat no flesh while the world standeth, lest T may make
my brother to offend.” I Mr. M‘G. will put wine in-
stead of flesh, and make a corresponding change on the
verb cat, he will have the pledee of Tenperance Soci-
eties—if not in words, at least in meuning.

We have no inclination to follow Mr. M‘G. any
'farther. We have defended, we trust to the satisfac-
tion of our readers, the text which stands as a motto over
this journal, against his misrepresentations, and as this
was the main object we had in view from the first, we
consider ourselves released from the disagreeable and
we may add unnecessary task of proceeding farther
with our review. We see much that is good in Mr,
M¢G.’s letters, but more that is evil,—they appear to us
ing a little learning. We have never seen grosser mis-
‘representation; nor positive assertion, or raillery, more
frt*quontly given instcad of argument. Iis presump-
, when he imagines that his sneer is suf-
ficient to put do“n Sir Astley Cooper, Orfila, Dr. Rush,
and a multitude of medical and chemical authorities of
the highest respectability, both in Europe and America,
who assert that alcohol is a poison; and by all sensible
men it will be trcated with the ridicule and pity it de-

- Serves.

Mr. M‘Gixy.—We were very much surprised to see
Mr. M‘Ginn present himself at the last meeting of the
Temperance Society as an advocate of totul abstinence!

We were still more surprised when we heard him de-

clare that he had never spoken nor written against the

would then seriously ask him, if, by his speeches and practice of total abstinence—his opposition had been
letters, he has not done what is equivalent to drinking directed, he said, only against the prireiples of Tem-
in the company of every drinker in Montreal—has he perance Societies. If Mr, M‘Ginn has been always so
not given them reason to believe that they have his con- friendly to the practice, it is a pity he did not declare it
currence and approbation? If he refuses to drink in sooner. He has suffered the public to be under a great
the drinker's company, what good would be gained by mistake—a mistake which we know has terminated
going into another room or another house to do so 7 fatally in the case of one man at least. I Mr. MGinn
The only way in which Mr. M‘G. can effectually ac- will appeal to those who heard his addresses or read his
complish the object in view in this case, is to give the letters, we have little doubt he will find nine ont of ten,
drinker to understand that he never drinks. "who will tell him that they always considered him an
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advocatce for moderation, and for moderation alone, and
we do not think they would be mistaken.  His advice
is * that all those who cannot use intoxicating liquor-
moderately ought to abstain entirely,” which Mr. Dris-
coll verv justly compared to saying to a man *go inte
the river if you please, but tak= care you don’t get be-
yond your depth, and if you do get beyond your depth,
get back to land as fast as possible!” But let us do
justice to Mr. M‘Ginn. He declared it to be his con-
viction thet of all those who are now using intoxicating
drinks, there is scarcely one in a thousand who uses
them innocewtly ; according to him, therefore, only one
fn a thousand ought to drink, and the remaining 999
ought to abstain.

We have much gratification in informing the differ-
ent Societies throughout the Province, that E. C.
Drravay, Esq, and Chancellor WerLwortn have
been appointed Delegates from the American Temper-
ance Union to the Convention in this city on the 5th
July.

In consequence of this information, derived from the
Journal issued by that Association, the Executive Com-
mittee of the Montrcal Soc’ety have been induced to
press upon the different Societies a full attendance of
Delegates to that meeting ; and to request a timeous
answer to the Circular lately issued, should no Delegate
be chosen.

It is again requested of Delegates to call upon the
Seeretary, Mr. JaAyEes CourT, on their arrival to the
Convention, in order that they may partake of that
hospitality which the Members of that Seciety here are
desirous of showing them.

We beg leave to request the attention of the readers
of ihe Advocate, especially those on the Committees of
Temperance Societies in this Province, to the account
of the means employed by the Bristol Teetotal Tem-
perance Societies, which will be found in another page.

We are happy to learn that the Government Surveying vessels
are manned this sesson with Temperance crews. We doubt not
that the Captain will be able, at the end of the voyage, to give his
testimony in favour of the e, and T d it to others.
There can be little doubt that it would save annuaily many valu-
able Hvee, and wuch property. Many of the captains that visit our
ports are already convinced of its excellency, and it requires but a
distls aesion on their payrt, and the part of the masters, to bring the
saen ioto it

Selected for the Advocate.

INFIRMITIES OF GENI1US.
From the New York Advertiser.

Our own city and Boston, within a few weeks, have
presented lessons for the intemperate as melancholy as
they are instructive. The loathsome drunkard is al-
ways a picture of pity and disgust. The young inebri-
ate stepping from an eminence of sobriety and virtue
down to the depths of the sin of intoxication, is a pic-
ture too =orrowful to look upon with other than feslings
of sincere pain and regret. But the man of letters,
whose earliest and best days have been passed in the
acquisition of knowledge, whose education has fitted
him to become a moral as well as a scientific teacher,
whose genius and talents are above that of the great
mass of men around him, and the character of whose
cxalted mind, shortened the distance and brought near-
er the resemblance, between man and his Creator ;—
such a man, a drunkard, is a sight altogether too horri-
ble for contemplation.

We have been led to this reflection from reading the
records of the Police Court of Boston and New York.
The reader must have been acquainted with William J.
Snelling, of Boston, a man whose mind was like a good
and beautiful ship driven about at the mercy of the
winds and the waves, without sails or compass. He
was a lawyer and a writer, and in his latter profession
distinguished himself as a keen, powerful but vindictive
<atirist ;—his wit, too, was as pointed and brilliant as
his sarcasm and his observations of men and things
were quick and vigorous. His “ Tales of the North
West,” which first brought him ianto notice, some ten
years since,—in short all his prose articles as well as
his poetry have always found a ready publication, and
numerous and admiring readers. All have given him
a high intcllectual character, and a literary reputation
which will long survive him. Such were some of his
virtues and vices. but his prominent vices were more
visible and po less numerous.  His feelings were strong,
passionate and revengeful, and his proneness to censure
and ridicule others, and his abundant ability to do so
with success, drew arcund him a host of enemies, and
drove from him his friends. He has paid the forfeit of
his follies, and for the two past years has been gradual-
ly losing his personal character and sinking in public
estimation. From his ill success in life, his poverty
and his disappointments, he flew to the last and worst
expedient of drowning sorrow by drinking deep from
the bowl of the drunkard. Remorse then did its own
work, and William J. Snelling, the man of genius and
education, was found, first a drunkard in the watch-
house, then a voluntary petitioner at the Police Court,
begging «that he might be placed out of the public
view for six months."—The prison is now his home,
and the prisoner free from temptation.

Another instance, nearer home and no less melancho-
ly, is one we have before neglected to publish. It is
that of John C. Mossie, the talented “Improvisator,”
who at our own Police Court made application, some
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few weeks since, to be committed to Bridewell, where
he might dash from him the cup of temptation. Such
is his sacrifice, and we behold a voluntary exile to the
prison of the criminal to save himself from the demon
of intoxication, Mossie, like Snelling, was a man as
capable of refinement as he was prone to self degrada-
tion. That he was a man of talents no one will doubt,
and in evidence of the fact we give a chaste produc-
tion of his pen, which was but the work of some cight
or ten minutes, The Unreclaimed secms to be a pic-
ture of his own life written by himself.

OUR BRETHREN.

Hast thou a brother unreclaimed—
A slster yet in sin,
‘Who, though they listen to the truth,
Feel not its power within ? -
Oh pray for them |_pray day and night,
That they may yet discern aright !

Thou answerest :
* All my father's house
Are servants of the Lord.
They hless the Father for his Son,
Apd reverence the Word.”
Are all thy father’s house, oh youth,
Humble adorers of the truth ?

Nay—nay—I tell thee they are not :
* Ob yes, they are.” What, all ?
‘Whom dost thou, then, thy brethren term,
And whom thy Father call ?
God is the sire of all men named ;—
Say, are thy brethren sl reclaimed ?

THE BRIGHT HALF DOLLAR.
From the Detroit Daily Adcertiser.

Mr. was what the world calls “a most excel-
lent man.” He not only lived in a very nice house
very nicely furnished, wore unsullied broad cloth, and
allowed his wife and daughters the most unexception-
able shawls and bonnets, but he attended church with
a regularity which shamed some ¢ professors,” and be-
sides, gave his name and inoney to several popular
charities. He did not, to be sure, think it worth while
to attend temperance addresses, because, as he said, ¢ Lie
had heard so many, and they were all alike,” and he
thought too that these people meddled with what did
not concern them, when they attempted to interfere with
the sale of other people's goods; and so he would not
encourage them.

Mr. ——— was a merchant, and always kept a large
and comprehensive stock on hand. Among the rest.
were some articles which were not set forth in his ad-
vertisements, but well understood to furnish a large
share of the profits which ever graced his balance sheet.

One Saturday evening, just as Mr. was about
to quit his store and retire to his comfortable dwelling,
a man, or the remnant of one, stepped in, bearing in his
hand a large jug. The clerk, without a word, took it,
turned into a dark nook for a few minutes, and brought
it again to the counter, much heavier than before. Mr.
1aid his hand upon it as the stranger was about

21

to grasp it.  “ \Ir. Drew, you know we don't trust any
more.”  The man took from his pocket a new half doi-
lar, which he threw upon the counter.  “ There—what
do you say to that ?” M. . with a softened air,
took up the coin—examined it on hoth sides——rang it
on the counter—it was bevond a doubt,  « Where did
you get it?" said he. ¢ That's none of your husiness.”
said the poor wretch, lifting his burden and walking off
quickly—* I got it hard enough,” he muttered as he left
the store.

Danicl Drew had that afternoou sold his little daugh-
ter's woollen shawl, the gift of her Sabbath-school
teacher, to a near neighbour, who was a most excellent
woman. He told her he was obliged to part with it to
get bread for his family, and she took it at half-a-dol-
tar, “ merely to oblige™ him, though she could not help
thinking what a cheap thing it would be for her little
bound girl.

The next morning Mr. - went to church and
heard a missionary sermon which awakened all his
sympathies.  So able were the miscrics of the heathen
depicted, that he felt anxious for the sermon to be end-
ed that he might do his part of the duty enjoined, by
giving of his substance to the cause. But, alas! when
the time came, he had lcft his pocket-book at home—
left it in his other coat, as many people do when they
go to church. e felt much disappointed—when, lo1
he discovered in his vest pocket, the half dollar he had
received the preceding evening from Daiuicl Drew. He
placed it solemuly on the plate, and then looked round
to see whether any of his ncighbours gave as much,

He was just leaving the church when he heard some
one say, “ So, poor Drew has conie to an end at last !
He was found this morning about a mile down the road,
with his head completely smashed, apparently by a
wheel having passed over it.”

Mr. ——— thought of the bright haif dollar he had
put in the plate: but consoled himself under the uneasy
sensations which that thought produced, hy resolving
to “do something” for Daniel Drew’s wife and child-
ren.

SPIRITS ON FARMS.

It is matter of much congratulation that so many far-
mers of Maine have for svme years conducted their la-
hors without the use of spiritnous liquors, and that the
number who are following their example is inercasing.
We hope those who have not yet fallen into the mea-
sure, will give it one season trial at least, and thus test
by cxperience—our best schoolmaster—its salutary
operation. They are called upan to doso by many and
weighty considerations, The triumphant testimony of
manufacturers on this point, coming in upon us at this
time from various quarters, should have its just weight
in making a decision. What is right and beuneficial on
a large scale is not less so on a small one. But what is
the testimony of the farmer on the subject? We believe
it is not less decided and satisfactory.  We have before
us the experience and the practice of the farmer of Ho-
mer, N.Y. both of the tee-total stgmp, and the * moder-
ator’ class—those too., who.
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* Tha' convinced againat their will.
Are of the anine opinion stll.”

Of the last class, the report says:—

“ The numbet of farmers in town who use spirit on thdr farms, varies
Nt little from forty-five.  Many of these, whatever they may don nthnq‘- al-
thtione e it &t home hut rmrely during the vear and lhm' o F‘!r‘:mrd na-
rv ncenvnns. and of the remainder of thie number with few exceptions, wu"
may aafely anv. that ite nee is pestricted to hke conditione and to .hnvv.:lt u'r:;
haryesting It is evident to ns from caneedasions ap-l circnmaetans Mrt At this
cinne of farmers are genernily convinesd of the entire ng-tlo'«¢|lr~- of epirit as
» AAnk At wll timee, and that they perust in aich necasional Uee, RS A mMatter
of hoaptabity of luxnry. regardiess of the effect of their example on others
aud the lngitimsate tendendy of the practice upan themaehes.

The following is the testimony of the sound in prin-

ciple and practice :— S

" tolligent and hest farmers in town are agreed on thi' subiee
and vﬁ:::;::v::l:‘::ﬁd’:-h:ﬂrfull_v hear concurrent testimony in favor of the
entire disuse of spinit in farming operations Many have expressed ;hpm-
anlvae ta me perfoctly stisfisd with the experimente they had tned. nn;, were
convineed that the e of spirit as & heverage is not only unnecessary but in-
Jutious " — Vaune Temperance ['nson.

Correspondence.

NOTES FROM THE JOUKNAL OF THE AGENT.

May 2. — As 1 was returning from the Sheds this evening, 2 man overtook
me. wi\o tiad 1omed the Temperance Society 1ast fall  He and | entered into
a convernation shont the good effects of the Temperancs Society, and the
disuse of all intoxicating driuks.  He said, for his part he hd not been what
the people called & drunkard ; but company sometimes led him to drink more
than wan gaod for im  The effect w hich it had upon him was thie: it pro-
Auead in his nuind a forgetfuines of his real wants, and so elevated his mind
that he made fonhish hargains and contracted debta: so that he had nearly
ruined himself and his fanuly.  But, aud he, L vun praise the Lord that ever
you invited me to ioin the Tempersnce Saciety. Now 1 cnn mind my husi-
mes- my old companions have foraken me —1 have peace in my mind and
with my family: -and, added he, 1am now so scrupnlous that [ cannot dri .k
a drop of ginger heer, or Any ather mtoxicating drink, as & heverage ; and |
am determined to promote the welfare «f this Saciety as fur as lies in my
power.

June 4.—This evening | preached on hoard the brig Airey to & promiscu.
ous. but zn attentive, «iowd: and, after 1 had finished, & young man came
np to me, and askedf 1 remembered seeing him before. [ said 1 did not.
e said. he could rewice that ever he had seen me: for you entreated me to
join the Temperance Saciety. for which I think, if { prove faithful, I will have
cause to reioice through etermty.

Jume s - Thia day as | was passing along the wharf. | saw a man pulled
ant of the water. nearly dead. 1 enqu red how it huppened.  The peaple
who pulled him aut tofl me he had heen working in the town. that he left
tin nork and went to the grag-shop, got drunk, and then made off to the
river to drown himself .

Jime 146 Thia day | received information of a woman who had been in
the hibit of drnking to excesc for & tength of time, and thie day she got
drunk. and n her mtoxcation made for the river to drow o hersell. She got
wto the water, and with much difficulty was saved.
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Sin. -1 am a reformed drunkard, and | owe my present happiness, nnder
God. to tefotelam  Dunng the past vear | have viated «ome of my old
comnantans, Wha huve generally axpressed their surprise that 1 should have
Jained the Teetotal society, beeruse, they said. [ had never carmied drinking
1n & great extent 1 thue find that they did not convder me 8 drunhard
formerly : and, thongh they are following the very sume conrses ol that [
used ta follow with them. they do not consider themaeh ea drunkards, Now,
Sie, ar 1| am convinesd they are wrong. and convineed Al that there are
mans athers under the same deluwon. | beg to be perinitted to bear testimony
AZA'RL LN Your ourmal . X

1 will not, Sir. give a full detasl of the extent to which 1 carvied the vice
of drunkennese for 1 am persiaded this would only disgust wany of your
readers | shall aniv ask, whao ean be n deankard, if he inot one who comes
home mght after wight 10 A state of mitoxieation, bringing his comrades
along with lum. each with his bottle who drimk and fight, and break the fur.
niture--and who contines to da thic till his character is ruined. his
family beggared, and himself brought to the very gutes of death? fsuch a
man L not a druukard, ean there be a drunhard i the world® Yet [ was
once such a character, my companions to whom | have altuded are such
chamcters atill ; nesertheless they flatter themeslves that they do not ATy
drinking to Any great extemt! Mr. Edtor, [ fear there are thonsand< who
now coasider themsels os moderate, but will find themsealves drunkards at the
Inst day 1 fenr. that thoneands of those who are now s0 ready to tell us that
* drmk’ dors mmmmw. will ind g:w ond that that is po-
thing mare nor less than n of thewr souls for ever* lam. &c¢

Montreal, June 19, 1837, Joux SmerLpracx
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Progress of the Temperance Reform.

GreEAT Revivan 1v MonNTREAL.— The caure of Temperance
i this city has been vidited with a great revival during the last two
weeks.  This hua heen effected by means of Mr, Wilham Williama,
a tee totaller from Bristol.  He hax emigrated to this country this
aeanon, dexigning to settle in U pper Canada, but has counsented to
remain a short time in Montreal, for the purposs of asisting the
Soviety here.  The Committes had often heard of the amazing sue-
¢ «s whirh attended the etforts of teetotaller~ in England ; and,
when they contrasted it with the comparatively small progress
which was gained here, were led to wonder what methads the for-
mer employed.  Mr, Williams was every way qualified to give them
information an this point, having been one of the original framers
of the Bristol Teetotal Temperance Society, and one that hax con-
tributed much to its succese by his activity and zeal. At the first
meeting he gave an account of the Bristol Society’s plan of opera-
tiona, and, at sulmequent meetings, an account of his own experi-
ence as a teetotaller, of buth of which we shall present a short out-
line. .

The plan of operation adopted by the Society in Bristol may be
comprehended under the following heads: —

First. A Temperance Prayer meeting, which is held every Sah.
bath morning, and is attended by members of the Society ot all de-
nowninations.  Besides this general meeting there are frequent
praver meetings held on ditferent days of the week, at the houses of
the membery, sometimes in one part of the city and xometimnes in
another, ** At thexe meetings,” said Mr. Williams, ** it would do
your heart good to aee Christians of all denominations uniting in
prayer on behalf of Temperance Societies—especially to see some
who had been formerly degrnded drunkards, now cluthed and in
their right minds, and, accompanied by theic wives and children,
fervently thankiog Ged for the Temperance Society, and implor-
ing a blessing upon it.

Second. A Committee for visiting, and distributing rracts. This
Committee connists of 150 individuals, whose duty it i« to visit the
d:flerent districts into which the city is divided, converse with the
people, and distribute tracts. It they hear of a drunkard they are
at him immediately, and do not let himn alone till he attends their
wmeetings, and then, it is not long till be becomes & member.

Third. Frequent meetings for public addrewsex. These meetings
are held vometimes every evening, except Sabhath ; generally there
are three or four every week. They are not alwaye held in the
same place, but in different quarters of the city. The visiting
Comnmittee prepare an audience for the public speakers, and others
are sometimes holding & prayer meeting in the neigzhhmurhood as
the same instant! The speakers are chiefly of the working class ;
many of them reformed drunkards, who are ahle from experience
to testify to their fellow citizens, the wonderful advantages of total
ahstinence. These speakers are so numerous that the Society iz
able to send some to hold meetings in the villages in the vicinity,
besides supplying the meetings in the city ; and their plain addrese-
3 are so powerful that they get from 100 to 150 subscriptions every
week.

Fourth. We ought to mention here also, the mode of receiving mem-
bers.  When any person wishes to subscribe the declaration of the
Society he receives in the first place a serip, or priuted bill, con-
taining the declaration, with blank spaces for the namne, residence,
occupation and age of the subscriber.  This is to be retained for one
month, at the end of which he preseuts his scrip if he still adheres
to his resolution, and is entered on the Suciety's buoks and receives,
a printed card containing a certificate of his member~hip. All the
members are also provided with a medal, which ixworn at the pub-
{ic meetings, suspended from the neck by a ribbon. Iu fine, the
Saciety hasan excellent choir, vora! and iustrumental, which is not
without its effect in procuring new inembers, and strengthening the
resolution of former ones.

Such is a short view of the means employed in Bristol, and
such is their efficacy that, in ten months, the Society amounted to
3500 members, and Mr. Williams declared his conviction that they
will be nearly doubled since he railed ; and no person who looks at
the machinery here put in operation can be surprised at the resule.
This is the secret of the great success which has attended tce total-



ism in England ; and if the aame means were put in operation in

Canada the rame suceess will follow,  We are happy to state that
step+ have alteady been taken for adopting the greater part, if not
the whole of these measuresin Montreal, and to every Society which
our voice can reach we would earnest/y say, ** go, and do likewise.”

Ia detailing his own experience as a total alntaine:, of which we
can give only a short sketch, Mr. Williune told us, his occupa-
tion was to refine spirits of turpentine—_a very hot employment he
saidl, for he had to stand all day with the furus. e on one hand, and
the still on the ather, and in that xituation put 35 cwt. of stuff twice
through his hands daily. He drank beer and sometimes gin every day
like other workmen, to strengthen him, and the week was generally
closred with & caronsal; yet he felt himself so exhausted, by his
work, that sometimes in the evening he had scarcely patience to
wait for his supper, so anxious wax he to get to bed.  But after he
hecame a tee totaller this sensation of fatigue left him entirely, He
left his work as fresh ax when he went to it; and, after supper,
could travel three or four or sometimen ten miles inta the country,
hold a Temperance meeting, return at twelve or one o'clock, rise at
six next morning, and proceed with his work asusual.  After some
time, his master, obwerving the change that had taken place on him,
said, * Williams, 1 think you may work the big ste/l now,” alluding
to astill which refined about five ewt. more daily. For some in-
crease of wages Willinins agreed, and he soon found that he could
work the big s*ill more easily than he could work the little one be-
fore,

In the course of his long and interesting address, Mr. William«
mentioned the following fact. which appears particularly worthy of
the attention of Bishop Hopkins and his followers. There are
about twenty persons in the Bristol Society, four of whom are per-
sonully known te Mr. Williams, who were atheists before joining,
but have since become members of different churches! So much
for the triumph of infidelity

The various addresses of Mr. Williams have been listened tc with
much interest, and produced a deep impression. Meetings were
called for, the attendance incrensed, other speakers, most of whom
are reformed drunkards, voluntarily came forward, and the result
has been that in the course of two weeks, upwards of 100, we be-
lieve, have been added to the Society, subscribing for the most part,
the total abstinence pledge.

P——

FIRST ANNIVERSARY OF THE AMERICAN
TEMPERANCE UNION.

According to the arrangements of the Executive Committee, the
American Temperance Union held its first Anniversary in the Chat-
ham Chapel, in New York city, on the 9th just. Notwithstand-
ing other popular meetings in the city at the same moment, the
chapel was well filled, and a large number of clergymen and offi-
cers of State Societies accupied the platform. In the absence of the
president, General Cocke, of Virginia, the chair was taken by E.
C. Delavan, Faq.  The meeting was opened with prayer by the
Rev. Mr. Curtis, of the Baptist denomination in Maine. The cor-
rexponding secretary read the report of the Committee. It gavea
brief and animated account of the origin and history of the Ameri-
can Union ;—of the uperations of the committee since they com-
menced their important labours ;—particularly of their establish-
ment of a public journal at Philadelphia, to be devoted exclusively
to the promotion of the cause ;—of their issue of a circular to man-
ufacturers of every class throughout the country, to which numer-
our respruses have been made, showing that alcohol is never useful
to operatives, but always hurtful, and that the Temperance cause
has been to their establishments of unspeakable benefit ;—of the re-
orgaaization of the Congressional Tetnperance Society at Washing-
ton, through the agency of the secretary ;—and of the delegation ap-
pointed by the ittee to attend the anniversary of the British
and Foreign Temperance Society and other Temperance meetings
in Europe. The report also took a brief bat comprehensive view
of the extent, progress, and blessings of the Temperauce reforma-
tion in this and foreign countries. The advance of the past year in
principle, to the sxtensive adoption of the total abstinence pledge ;
and the action of some legislatures, particulurly the Jegislature of
)zzdnchuaetm on the license system, were rioticed as tokens of great
good.

One of the most interesting itema of the report was the agreeahla
intellizence, that in emnsequence of a correepondence with the
Hon, Mr. Buckingham, M. P, the Chancellor of the Exchequer
had granted permission for the introduction, duty free, of 4,000,000
ropies «f & tvact designed to Le an appeal from the friends of
American temperance to the British public, on this great theme,
which were to be placed, as far as practicable, in every family in
Fugland, Scotland, and Ireland.  Aund that the distinguished indi-
vidual above mentioned, Mr. Buckingham, intended to visit this
country early in the ensuing autumn, and would personally labour
for the promotion of the Temperance reform on both sides of the
Atlantic.

‘I hie letter of Mr. Buckingham and the note of the Chancellor of
the Exchequer on our 14th page were read to the meeting, and
produced no small gratiication amony the triends of Teinperance.

Elisha Taylor, Esy., Chairman of the Executive Committee of
the New York State Temperance Society, moved the acceptance of
the report.  Mr. T. gave a detail of nutcreus important facts con-
nected with the progress of the Temperance cause.  ‘ He showed
tfrom unquestionable doctinents, that during the last ten years, the
consumnption  of ardent spirits in the United States has lexwened
one-half, notwithstandirg the vast increase of our population—that
the foreign importation of spirits has been at most not more than
one-half what it was befure, while the hume manufacture has been
diminished at Jeaxt three-fourths—that at least one-half the fires of
perdition burniug in distilleries bave heen put out—and that, in the
state of New Yourk alone, not more than one-sixth of the establish-
ments of this kind, which existed ten years ago, are now in opera-
tion—that notwithstanding many undeniable cases of relagne, 15,000
reformed inebriates are among the monuments of the benign
effects of the spread of Temperance principlexs. 1t was, however,
to be regretted that the manufacture of home-inade wines, trom the
most pernicious materialx, was still carried on to a great extent, as
wuiht be perceived from the fact that the quantity thus made wgs
ten times greater than the quantity imported. And what was
yreatly to be deplored, it was now ur questionable that vast quanti-
tis of the same deleterious stuff was manufactured in England, and
imported to this country as the pure juice of the grape, of which,
in fact, it contained not a particle.  Again, to say nothing of the
corrupt practices of brewers, and the injurious effects of the hever.
age which they palmed upou the community, it was lamentable to
think of the immense amount of bread-stuffs which were worse
than wasted in the fabrication of alcoholic drinks. It was not to
be doubted that the distressing searcity of provisions during the last
winter, which occasioned so much sutfering to the poor, was ow-
ing mainly to this cause. More grain had been actually consumed
in these vile establishments, than weuld have sufficed to supply the
wants of the whole population where the distress was experienced !
Yet there was great room for felicitation in the progress of the
Temperance cause. It had undoubtedly saved to the country dur-
ing the last year, in added labour and increased economy, fifty mil-
lions of dollars: and had its principles and practice been universal,
what immense losses during the present pressure of the times might
have heen prevented ! These losses have indeed heen great and
overwhelming; but it may be doubted whether, it they were all
put rogether, they would amount to o much ay the annual loss ac-
cruing to the country from the worse than useless consumption of
ardent spirits. Among the greatest hinderances to the further <uc-
cess of the cause, was the apathy of Chri-tians, and especially of
Christian ministers.  Of the latter, however, it was but justice to
say, that nine-tenth- of them throughout the country were the
warm, decided, and pledged friends of the Temperance reform.
Of the remaining teuth the influence was peculiarly unhappy, be
cause, although they might not be intemperate men, yet their ex-
ample of indifference was counted to the side of the opposition,
The speaker cloved his remarks by adverting to the daungers to
which ministers of the gospel were exposed from the use of intoxi-
cating drinks ; in connexion with which he read two interesting
letters from Rev. Drs. Miller and Woods, of the theological senii-
naries at Princeton and Andover."”

The following resolution was offered and sustained by Rev. Mr.
Brainerd, of Philadelphia, and Rev. Mr, ves, of Alton, I

Resolred,—That as the press has ever b the most powerful

instruments of awakening the public mind to the evils of intemperanee, and
advaneing our great canse, it is a subject of concratulation that the Umoa
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Nave stabiished at Philadelphia & national jonrnal, on the only rorrect pein.
ciple, tota abtinen om all that intoxwcates.

Mr. RB. wid if we had nothing more to do in reforming and sav-
Ing the woreld than to come np to these heighte of Zion and mingle
in thewe delightful anniversaries, our work would be comparatively
easy and pleasant; but we had other and more arduous labours to
perform ;. we must go forth and reach every neighbourhaod aud
fumily in our land, and in thisx work we need the aid of the prem ;
we want a perinidical of earrect principles, interesting details, and
cheap ; which we can seatter like the leaves of the tree which are
for the healing of the nations.  Sach, he believed, was the Journal
of the American Temperanes Union. He rejoiced in ite esstablish-
ment,  Awd when such a machinery was «et in motion, he felt it
fncumbent on the friends of Temperance throughout the land to
enstain it.  He did not believe that a Temperance Society could
live and flourish without «uch a periodical, any more than could
the natural bady without food.  Mr. B, turned from the point to
eontemplate 8 moment the distrese of the times.  He carried out,
with great ability and deep feeling, a contrast between the actual
suffering of the familiex of the land fram the low of 100 million
fromn failurea and the waste of more every year on intoxicating
drinke ; between the suffering from 5 or 10,000 broken merchants,
and trom 300,000 broken down and miseruble drunkards,

Rev. \Mr. Geaves made «ome interesting statements ‘rom Illinois.
Srarce a yenr has pased since the firt Temperance action in Tl
noiv, and now they sudain a state g ent at an expense of $1000;
have expended vome thousinds for Temperanece publications, and
have & vast sulweription to the Temperance pledge.  Four out of
six of the hotels in Alton are, «aid Mr. G., on trur Temperance
principles,

Alvan Stewart, Feq., of Utica, inaved the adoption of the ful-
lowing resnlution :- -

Reeolred, T'hat the act of the British Government in permitting the in-
teaduction of fonr mihone of Tracts, an appeat from the friends of Tempe-
rance i America to the inhatitants of ireat Britain. DUTY FREE, while
1t reflects honour on thai teos ernment, attords great encoarazement to us to
press onwand 10 o work, snd to spare no labour 11 csuawg the whole world
10 feel the e ts of our benevolent mstitutions.

Mr. Stewart sid, that after hearing the letter of Mr. Bucking-
bam and the note of the Chancellor of the Exchequer, it was not
necenanry for him to say one word in support of this resolution.
The whale thing spoke fur itself.  Had any one, when this Tem-
perance reform commenced in our school houses and small villa-
ke, and when it was the subject of sneer and ridicule and con-
tempt, laughed at s & narrow -ininded cold water concern, predict-
ed that the time would cotne when it would attract the regard of
foreign nations and foreign govermnents, and be viewed by the wise
and (he noble ax essential to the great interests of mankind, he
wauld have been scouted as the wildest of enthusiasts and fanatics.
He could not but indulge his feelings one moment in contrasting
thiv with events in tiw memory of us all.  But a few years since
these two nations were at war, sending in.o each other’s borders ar-
raws, firebrands, and death.  Now, breathing toward each other a
rpirit of good-will, and interchanging without money or price the
means of reformn and blessediiess to mankind,  In this there is a
moral sublimity which the world has eeldom witnessed.  Mr. S,
sporke feelingly of the encouragement to press furward in our enter-
prive, and trusted that no means would be wanted, even in these
duficalt times, for the accomplishiment of the noble object now con-
winplated |

Rev. Thos, . Hunt clised the meeting with a speech of much
puint and humour in support of the following resolution :—

HRegoloed,—-That the Temperance Reformation is not a faslure.

That it was a failure had been boldly declared; and the enemy
knew the force of such declaration.  But what, said Mr. I, is the
state of this country and other countries? In the pious and sober
part of the community, in nearly all our mechanical shops and
manufacturing nubhr«hmenw‘ anlong agricultyrists and mariners,
the wark of Temperance is nearly trinmphant. But we see a great
deal of drinking in our taverns and steamboats, and all along our
streets, and drunkard, multiplying and opposition increasing e
And what if we do ir. H. Is it not so in cleaning out a
spring or fmmum?* not bring up all the mud and filth, so
that it appears that you are doing more harm than good. Let us
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alone, and we will soon show you the white sand and the pure
spring water; and then you will thank us for vur labours, We
have done a great deal, but we have a great deal more to do, and
we know it.  Public sentiment in fast setting against the rum ”ﬁ
fic, as doing far more injury to society than counterfeiting a
other deed«, which are not to be barne. Mr. H. trusted the friends
of Temnperance would be united and firm, and especially be active
in bringing up the rising generation in the way they should go.

The meeting was deeply interestiug to the friends of the Ameri.
can Temperance Union.  We trust it is the commeucement of
series of apniversaries which <hall even from gencration to genera-
tion both proclaim and advance the temporal and eternal interesta
of men.—Journal of the Amcrican Temperance Union.

ScotLaxn.—We are happy to perceive by a letter from J. Dun-
lop, Esq., of Greenik. that the cause of total abstinence is sd-
vaucing rapidly in Scotland.

A Roman Cathulic Misiouary, stationed at Pubnico, N. B., isa
zealous and successtul advocate of Temperance.

Bonpay.— A Temperance Society has been formed at Bombay,
end the first anuual report been published at the Anerican Mission
press. It is cratifying to find that the leading stimulus in this
cause, proceeded from the publications sent there from Edinburgh
and this country. It has already excited so much interest that so-
cietien have been furmed at Poora, Nugrer, Deesa, Ahmedabad,
Bely , Trichonopoly, Secunderabad and Columba, which num-
ber over 1500 members.  The Saciety has published and circulated
the last year 13,500 copies of eight different tricts.  The following
extract from the report will give some little view of the state of
temperance feeling in this distant portion of the world :—

** 1n reterence to the actual number of mezibers who have signed
the pledge of the Society, your Committee think it important to
obuerve, that this is far from being a measure of the real good done,
or the extent of the influence of the Society ; for experience has
taught them, that for every member who has actually signed the
pled;e, there are multitudes of others, who are in a grecter or less
degree, under its influence. And your Committee believe, that
they are warranted in stating, that it has leavened society from the
very top to the bottom. The spirit-stand is nothing like so fre-
quently produced, (as it used to be scarcely two years siuce,) upon
the evening table, in any rank ef society. And what is most im-
portant of all,the Secretary has received information from a souroe on
which he places great reliance, that the practice of setting spirits
upon the evening table, has been abandoned by almost all the fami-
lies in the fort, civil and military, corresponding with the rank of
warrant officers.  This change is a very great blessing ; for it can-
not fail to be attended with the most beueficial eﬂ'cc&. On the
whole, notwithstanding some di tments and relapses, your
Committee have great reason to be “thankful to the goodness of God
for the succens thut they have already met with ; and they have no
doubt, but that if the higher orders would come fonh more general-
ly, and support the cause more cordially, it would be crowned with
more S\Il’(m"

CHina.—At the late meeting of the British and Foreign Tem-
perance Society, the Rev. Mr. Medhurst from China, drew a fear-
ful picture of the consequences of intemnperance in that country, re-
sulting from the i derate use of op It enervated and de-
graded all the mnental and physical powers of those who indulged
in it; stirred up the wont passions of the human heart, and
excited to deeds of frantic fury and destruction. The opium
shops he represented as dens of vice; as aute-chambers of hell,
Upwards of 20,000 chests of that villainous drug were smuggled in~
to China, chiefly by Englishmen. He would that he could rouse
the English to petition Parliament to forbid the injurious importa-
tion. He who sent one case of opium to that country, did moreto
injure the missionary cause, than all his contributions and prayers
do good. The Chinese often ask how it was that a people who had
a rehg\on which was said to be so good, could furnish a product
which was so diabolical.
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