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LIFE OF THE REV. ROWL/™'D IIILL.

Rowland Hill, the sixth son of a baronet of
the same name, was born in Shropshire on the
23d August, 1745, The cldest of his brothers,
Sir Richard (who afterwards succeeded to the
family honors and estate) wasa man much im-
pressed with the importance of true religion ;
of which he gave one among many proofs in
opposing the expulsion of the pious students
from Oxfotd in 1763. At his death the suc-
cession devolved on his brother Sir John, who
is distinguished in the history of his country,
by having had five sous engaged in the field of
Waterloo in 1815.  One of whom s Lord Hill,
now at the head of the British Army. Besides
these he had two sisters, one of whom as we
shall immediately see, was very serviceable to
him in his spiritual interests. Rowland Hill,
when a boy was remarkable for great buoyancy
of spirits,  An anccdote is told illustrative of
his turn for drollery at tids carly age. Being
brought into a room where the aged baronet
and his lady, were entertaining a party of
friends, one' of them playfully asked him—
¢ Well Rowly, what would you like to be ?*
He looked archly towards his father, who was
sitting in"an axm chair, and said, *I should like
to be a baronet, and sitinan arm chair®—
His future life, however, was the reverse of
what this youthful sally might have implicd.
‘When he grew up he was sent to Eton school,
and here he appears to have been much favored
in having his pious brother and sister referred
1o above, 19 direct his mind in the way of truc

religion.  When a boy is removed from his
futher's house, and dwelling among new as-
sociates, good crunsel from his former friends
is peculiarly precious. The oldest of the fa-
mily Mr. Richard Hill doubtless knew this, and
accordingly we find him penning letters to his
brother , urging on him with all the purity of
affection, the ¢ one thing needful.,” HMis sis-
ter also wrote to him in the same strain, and
the good effects of these exertions soon began
to appear,—for before Mr. Hill left Eton, we
are told he was looked upon as a very pious
young man.: After finishing his studies at
Eton, he was sent in his nineteenth year, to
Cambridge, where the cause of godlipess at
this time was reduced to a very low pass. His
sister in announcing to him his father’s resolu-
tion to send him to collegs, urges on him tha
necessity of diligence in his studies—she tells
him that ¢ human learning isa most desirable
jewel in order to set off the lustre of those in
a sanctified heart.” She warns him also of
spiritual enemies. ¢« The Lord I trust, will
cnable you to stand against all the fiery darts
that will be shot at you at college. Fat bulls
of Bashan will encompass you on every side,
and you will need to be armed with the whole
armour of God.” At Cambridge, Mr. Hill had
to encounter special contempt, because of his
religion, e was often heard to say that he
was such o marked and hated person, that no-
body in the colicge ever gave him a cordisl
smile, except the old shoe bleck at the gate
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who had the love of Cluist in his hoart.—
These were the days of moderation, in Britain,
and other cities besides Cambridge hud their
share of the evil. A cluss of men arose in the
reformed churches who expressed the greatest
contempt for those who preached tho doctrines
of the reformation. At thistime saysone well
capable of giving an opinion® & Along with
the clegant literature of our sister country did
the meagre arminianism of her church make
invasion among our clergy ; and we certainly
receded for a time from the good oid way of
our forefathers. This was the middle age of
the church, anage of cold and fecble rationality,
when Evangelism was derided as fanatical, and
its very phrascology was deemed an ignoble
and vulgar thing in the upper classes of society.
A morality without godliness—a certain pret-
tiness of sentiment, served up in tasteful and
weil-turned periods of composition—the ethics
of philosophy, or the academic chair, rather
than the ethics of the gospel—the speculations
of natural philosophy, and perhaps an ingenious
and scholur-like exposition of the credentials,
rather than a faithful exposition of the contents
of the New Testament—these for a time dis-
possessed the topics of other days, and occu-
picd that room in our pulpits, which had former-
lybeen given to thé demonstrations of sin and of
the Saviour.” As might be expected, good
men could not stand aloof when they witnessed
the doings of such men as these—they could
not remain silent when they found christian
ministers preaching the doctrines of Socratcs
and Senccca rather than of Christ, and subvert-
ing as far as they could the testimony of the
fathers of the reformationto the doctrines of
the Scriptures—and accordingly we find Mr.
Hill shortly after his enrolment at Cambridge,
Joining in that company who separated from
the ruling party and teok upa testimony for
the trath of the gospel. This step brought
down upon him much ard serious opposition,
and he'was induced at the time to ask counsel
of the celebrated George Whitfield. Mr. W’'s
answer was worthy of his great and excellent
character. He urges him to stcadfestness in
the path on which he had entered, asat once
that of duty and safety. ¢ About thirty years
ago™ he says writing in December, 1766, “the
master of Pembroke college where I was edii-
cated, took me to task for visiting the sick and
going to the prisons. Inmy hastel said, ¢ Sir,
if it displeaseth you, I will go no more¢™—my
heart smote me inmediately—I repented and
went again—Lc heard of it—threatencd—Dbut

* Dy Chalinera.

Rowland Hill,

for fear he should be looked upon as u persecus

tor, let me alone—the hearts of all arc in the

Redeciner’s hands. I would not have you give

way, no, not for a moment—the storm 1s too

great to hold long—visiting the sick and im-

prisoned, and instructing the ignorant, are the

very vitals of true and undefiled religion. If

threatened, denied degree, or expelled for s,

it will be the best degree you can take. A

glorious preparation for, and a blessed presage

of future uscfulness.,” 'This, with other ad-

viees which the letter contained, was sufficient

to strengthen the purpose of Mr. Hill. He

now began (January, 1767) to preach the gos-

pel in divers parts of England, and although he

was discountenanced in this work not only by

his tutors at colicge, but by hisparents, he was

not discournged. Ile believed he saw the

Lord’s work prospering in his hands, in the

awakening of many souls {rom the sleep of
death, and he was comforted. After gaining
the degree of B. A., at Cambridge, he was very
desirousof obtaining orders in the church. In
this however, he was sadly disappointed. No

fewer than six applications from as many bish-
ops were suctessively refused.  ¥le had pious
friends however, in the church who consoled
ang encouraged him in his Jabors, and he con-
tinued to preach the gospel over the country
to the edification of souls, making his father’s
house an asylum during the months of winter.
Mr. Hill was culvinistic in his religious princi-
ples, and when others whoat this time were
engaged in the same professed work with him-
self; spoke of the antimonian tendency of cal-
vanism in no very measured terms. Referring
to this, we find Mr. Hill thus expressing him-
self—<«1 bless God, it is our mercy (who are
called calvinists) that we can appeal to heaven,
as well as to the consciences of all our hearers,
that in the integrity of our hearts, we are ever
bearing the swiftesg witness against all iniqui-
1y, without the least reserve ; and that we are
making it the subject of almost every discourse,
that without holiness, personal and universal
holiness, no.man shall sce theLiord. Yet with
the greatest injustice, is Mr. Wesley ever
branding us with the detested name of Anti-
monians.”

MMr. Hill was married on the 23rd of May,
1773, and through the influence of his brother-
in-law, he wasraised to the office of Deacon, in
the church, in the hope of becoming a priest,
but in consequence of his irregularitics he was
refused full orders by the Bishop of Carlisle.
Tt docs siot appear thut Mr, Hill felt much dis-
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appointed. e could not, indeed, have been
more respected in the Church of England than
he was afterwards when he settled down as
minister of” Surrey Chapel.—We find him al-
‘uding to this in after life. «I am not a Dis-
senter,” hi2 would say, “the church turned me
off; and not I her. 1 confess Ulike a little more
liberty than she allows, and thank God I can
usk great Dr. Chalmers and great Dr. Mor-
rison and others, when they come to London,
to preach in Surrey Chapel.” And then we are
told he would add, with an arch look, «I sup-
pose they would not let St. Paul, if he vbas to
come upon earth, preach in his vwn cathedral:
but I really do not think that it would produce
an carthquake, if he did.” My, Hill's mother,
Lady Hill, who had been greatly opposed to
his course of preaching, died this same year,
and as it was his manner to choosc texis ex-
pressive of his own feelings at the lime, the
first sermon he preached after her decease, was
from 2 Sam. 23, 5—¢ Although my liouse be
not so with God, yet he hath made with me an
everlasting covenant, ordered in all things and
sure.” In his journcys into Wales Mr, Hill
appears to have received much comfort, e
would sometimes preach three or four sermnons
in one day, while the pcople would follow him
from place to place by thousands, and we are
told, what was often the cascat tent preachings
in old times in Scotland, that they would re-
nnin listening to the sound of the Gospel
unconcerned, though the rain was pouring
down upon them. He often mentioned this to
his English hearers when the weather kept
them at home on the Sabbath. ¢ If you loved
the Gospel,” he would say, “as well as the
Welsh, you would not mind a shower.”

Br, Hill being thus left to choose a parish
for himself; crected a dwelling house and
tabernacle in a very romantic part of the coun-
try, in Wot'~n, Gloucestershire. The late
Robert Hall once spoke of it as the most para-
disaical spot hie had ever seen, and here, what
must have given the place its crowning excel-
ience in the estcem of its worthy possessor,
an attached people waited on his ministrations.
Mr. Hill, however, continued his itinerating
labours as before.  He visited London, Ports-
mouth, and other places, and his success among
the sailors appears to have been considerable.
‘While Mr. Hill resided at Wotton, a circum-
stance occurred, which must have been 2 source
of grief to him, as showing the inefficacy of his
labours in a quarter were something Letter
might have been expected. [t so happened

that his gardencr, whom he had always looked
upon as an honest, quict sort of man, was ap-
prehended on a charge of committing divers
depredations on the property of others. Ie
was brought to trial, and, being found guilty,
was sentenced to death. His master waited
on him while in prison, to whom he made con-
fession of the many crimes which he had com-
mitted.  “How was it, William,” he enquired,
“that you never robbed me, when you had
such abundant opportunity ¥* «Sir,” replicd
he, “do you recollect the juniper bush on the
border against the dining-room ? I have many
times hid under it at night, intending, which I
could casily have done, to get into the house
and plunder it—but, sir, | was afraid; some-
thing said to me, heis a man of God, itis a
honse of prayer—if I break in there, I shall
surely be found out; o I could never pluck up
courage to attempt it.” And in another conver-
sation he told him, “Sir, I well knew that old
Mr. Ruge (a person of uncommon piely) was
in the hubit of carrying a deal of money in his
pocket; timesand times have I hid behind the
hedge of the lane leading to his house—he has
passed within a yard of me, when going home
from the prayer-meeting again and again—I
could not stir, I durst not touch so holy a man.
I was afraid. I always began trembling as
soor as he came ncar me, and gave up the
thought altogether, for I knew he wasa holy
man.” In these days the number of evangelical
ministers were few, incomparison of those who
preached pelagian crror, and though they were
often despised and shamefully treated in some
parts, they were peculiarly honored in others.
It was so with Mr. Hill, he received many
flattering tokens of the good produced by his
labors. Letters were written to him, some
containing accounts of the conversions that had
attended his ministrations—others expressing
the deep sorrow of the writers on account of
having spoken reproachfully of his character—
and many notices were put into his hands,
while entering the pulpit, requesting public ac-
knowledgment might be made of such sins. ft
was the manner of Mr. Hill to read these no-
tices aloud to the congregation. An impudent
person one day had taken eccasion to puta slip
of paper before him when the service was com-
mencing. Ile tookit up and began to read—
«The prayers of this congregation are desired”
—Umph—for—umph—: well, I suppose I must
finish what I have began’—for the -Rev. Row-
land Hill, that he will not go riding about in
his carriage on Sunday This would have
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disconcerted most men, but Mr. Hill lookea up
with great coolness, and said, ¢ If the writer of
this picce or folly and mmpertinence is in the
cotigregation, and will go into the vestry after
service, and let me put a saddle on his buck, I
will ride him home instead of going in my car-
riage.”” In thus insinuating that tho person
who could write such a notice, resembled an
animal used occasionally for riding. Mr. Hill
certeinly answered a fool according to his folly;
still we may obscrve that ascene of this sort
was very unscemly, to say the leest, in a place
of worship, and we can scarcely believe Mr.

Sidney when he says, “that the service went
on as if nothing had happened.” Mr. Hill was
a‘frequent visitor of the Jail in Bristol, as well

as of Newgate, in London. He appears to
have sympathised deeply with the unhappy

prisoners, and though able to suppress his feel-
ings while giving them counsel, he was often

quite overcome after he had retired from them,
He has been known on an occasion of this kind

o deeply impressed as to be scarce able to eat

dinner—and he would be heard giving way to

an ejeculation like this—¢Condemned to die!
O my God, what & mercy to be kept from
sinning by the restraining grace of the Holy
Spirit”

M, Rowland Hill had been gradually rising
in public estimation as a preacher of the Gospel,
elthough refused ordination by the heads of the
church, Not only crowds of people in the
humbler walks of life had been benefited by his
ministrations, but many individuals possessed
of wealth looked to him as their spiritual father.
The latter therefore were anxjous that their
pastor should have a church, to assemble them
around him, and with this view, as wellasto
provide church accommodation for a destitute
part of the metropolis, they raised subscriptions
and built Surrey Chapel, as it has been called,
a place capable of containing & congregation of
8,000. Mr. Hill laid the foundation stone on
the 24th of June, 1782, and preached from
Ysajah xxviii, 16, and it was opened by himself
in the summer following, when ke preached
from L Cor. i, 23, 24. Surrey Chapel has be-
come memorable in the religious annals of Lion-
don, for here diverse institutions of z philan-
thropic kind that have benefited many, have
been formed, and here the London Missionary
Society holds itsannual meeting, a society that

has done much for the spread of the gospel in
different parts of the world. Conneccted with
this chapel too were Sabbath schools, contain-
ing about 8,000 children—while the subscrip-

tions which the congregation raised for differ-
ent objects were very large. Referring to this
we may mention a humourous saymng of Mr.
Hill’s, which we had from a London Minister.
He was speaking of the great liberality of his
congregation to all charitable objects, and ke
compared it to a good cow that gave the more
the oftener it wasmilled. At this time infidel-
ity had received a great accession by the circu-
lation of the writings of Paine among the peo-
ple, and infidels were much bolder than now,
it appears, however, that Mr. Hil's preaching
was much blessed to the conviction of not &
few of this class of men. They weunt te his
chapel to mock and deride, but they left it hum-
bled and confessing their folly and sin. Drunk-
ards also were reformed by means of his dis-
-courses to the joy of their families and friends.
After Mr. HilPsscttlement in London, his life
affords less that is interesting in the way of
narrative. He passed his time between the
pastoral duties belonging to a minister in the
metropolis, and his labours as a preacher in dif-
ferent parts of the country. We shall there~
forec bring our narrative to a close by some
sketches of his doings and of his opinions after
this time. Mr. Hill was an extemporaneous
preacher; he seldom prepared a discourse on a
text, but spoke on the suggestion of the mo-
ment. He had some general topics on which
he loved to expatiate, and he would supplement
these with a lively and affecting story; he fol-
lowed up all with a loud appeal to the con-
sciences of his hearers.  Mr. Hill moreover had
u frame capable of enduring the greatest efforts
in speaking without the least inconvenience—
and these seem to have been the general quali-
fications that enabled him to shine asa field
preacher. He visited Scotland in the summer
of 1798, and on one occasion addressed a multi-
tude on the Calton Hill of Edinburgh, amount-
ing to at least ten thousand iudividuals: He
visited Glasgow, and preached in the church
yard of the High Church. He descyibes the
scene as “most solemn. Under us were the
remains, I.may say, of millions waiting for the
resurrection. Here I stood on a widely exten-
ded space, covered, or nearly covered; with the
living, all immortals—five thousand- I should
suppose at least. 'What solémn work? he
adds, “to address such multitudes! #hois
sufficient for sueh things-?” He proceeded to
Paisley, and on the following evening at eight
o'clock, “in the yard of the church over which
Witherspoon presided, he preached to an as-
sembly nearly as large asthat of Glasgow, He
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4dds ¢ my soul loves Paisley, for there I believe

christians love cach other. May the precious
leaven that is cvident there, spread itself
through the carth, I grieve to find so many se-
parated by human laws on carth, who are all to
be united in one, by Divine love in heaven and
glory.” On his return to the south by the way
of Edinburgh, he again addressed a crowd of
people on the Culton Hill, who might number
no tewer than fifteen thousand. Mr. Hill now
forgot his own peculiar work in all his inter-
course with men. Being connected with the
aristocracy by birth, he had often opportunities
of meeting with personsin highlife. “During
the visit of the Sovereigns to this country,” (in
1814) Mr. Sidney mentions that “a pious ge-
neral in the staff of the Emperor Alexander was
a constant attendant at Surrey Chapel. From
him Mr. Rowland Hill gleaned many interest-
ing particulars of the Autocrat, and had no doubt
of his real piety and love for the Bible Society.
This distinguished officer very frequently dined

at Mr. Hill’s, and the conversation sometimes

tarned upon the Greek Church, the errors of
which were ably pointed ont by Mr. Hill.” He
disapproved much of the gross and vulgar man-
ner in which our public men often testify their

sympathy with the people on occasions of na-
tional joy. “Inallusion to the roasting of oxen
and sheep and other festivities, he says in a let-
to a friend, ‘Had twice as much been distribu-
ted in & wholesome and orderly manner,

I should bave been glad to have been in
the thickest of it, but as he considered such

modes of manifesting a nation’s joy, neither ap-

propriate to the occasion, nor really beneficial
to the pour, he declined participating in them,”

«] was with him,” says Mr, Sidney, ¢when he
received the news of the battle of Waterloo; on
finding that his five gallant nephews had sur-
vived a contest in which 8o many brave heroes

fell, he lified up his hands without uttering a
single word. The expression of his counte-
nance is still pictured in my memory : it mani-
fested a stronger degree of gratitude to God,
than could have been conveyed by words. He
rose from his chair, went to the window, looked
towards the lovely view before him, asif to
.conceal: the emotions by which he was un-
nianned, and left the room without speuking.”
Mr, Hill took a lively, interest in the propa-
gation of the gospel in foreign parts. He re-
joiced in the tidings of the conversion of
Pomare King of Tahiti, with his people.*

" * Sce Canadian Christian Examiner; Vol. 3. p. 339.

Writing to a friend he says: ¢ Charming
news from the South Seas. ‘T'he next number
of the Magazine will be worth your reading.
How is the Lord making those to be his people,
that wero not his people. A large cargo of
their gods is now on its voyage, as a present to
the Missionary Society, and in others of the
South Sea islands, they seem prepering to treat
their deities with the same contempt.” He
felt pleasure in heuring good of those with
vhom he had been any way connected. ¢ He
was fond of asking—Have you read Ellis’s Book
on the South Sea Islands? Oh! worthy, sensi-
ble, good creature—he wasa teacher in our
Sunday schools, he is an honor to us.” It has
scldom been our lot to meet an Episcopalian,
brought up at an English college, who did not
cherish a paltry jealousy of Presbyterian Min-
isters. Mr. Hill had nothing of this spirit, as
the following passage will shew: ¢TI once
heard a sermon, indeed in Surrey Chapel; it was
from Dr. Chalmers. O what aman thatis. O
what a lustre his humility gives to the power of
his great mind, and to the grace that is in his
heart.” Ie wrote in a volume of Dr. Chal-
mer’s sermons, % Many books I began to read
I could not finish; but these admirable dis-
courses so attracted my attention, that I could
not take my eye from them, till after I had read
the last page with supreme regret.” Mr. Hill,
had a turn for mechanics. He wasvery fond
we are told of the employment of mending old
clocks. ¢Once at a friends house he had re-
tired as the company supposed before preaching
to consider his sermon, but on his hosts entering
the room to inform him that the time bad ar-
rived for going to the place of worship, he
found him with an old clock all to pieces on
the table. MMr. Hill sgid, «“I have been mend-
ing your clock, and I will finish it to-morrow.
He preached with more than usual ease and
fervor, and drew scveral beautiful images from
the occupation, in which his friend to his sur-
prise had found him engaged-” Mr. Hill was
at times droll in his illustrations of what he
wished to urge upon his people. Preaching
once to a plain congregation, he said, I
want you to have a holy aversion to sin.—
Do you know what I mean by aversion ?
Suppose any of you were to put your hand in
your packet, and feel a toad there, you would
draw it out instantly from aversion to the
animal. Now my desire is that, when con-
scious of the presence of sin, you should have
just such an aversion as this to il—a hatred of
it, and diggust at its horrid nature.”  Mr, Hill
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disliked vanity in dregg, so conspicuous often in
a metropolitan  congregation—and onc day
speaking of the inconsistency of this with the
Christian character, “he looked archly and
snid, ¢ Tam like old John Bunyan, thankful to
say, that I have only one man in my country
congregation, who wears a pigtail!” On
being asked by some one, whether Surrey
Chapel could not be converted into an Episco-
pal one, he answered, “No, I cannot do that—
when Surrey Chapel was crected, it was upon
‘the broad ground of the Gospel. I received
'money from good people of all denominations,
on my personal assirance that it should be so
-applied.” Rising from his chair, and decpening
the-tones of his voice, he continued, “I pledged
myself that Surrey Chapel pulpit should be
open to approved and good ministers of the
-gospel of all denominations. I have always
acted on this plan, and I cannot, with u good
conscience, do otherwise.”

The time, however, had now come, when
Mr. Hill was 1o be removed from this vale of

Mr. Riggs.

tears. His wife, who had been his faithful
connscllor and friend, and borne with him both
the shade and the sunshine of his course, dur-
ing a period of filty-seven ycury, now died—
the infivnutics of’ years increased upon him, and
in preaching from his pulpit on Sabbath, e sat.
upon a chair, provided by the ladics of his con-
gregation.  Ie preached his last scrimon on
Subbath, the 81st of March, 1893, from 1 Cor.
iiy 7, 8, “But we speak the wisdom of God in
a mystery, even the hidden wisdom which God
ordnined before the world unto our glory,
which none of’ the princes of this world knew;
for had they known it, they would not have
crucified the Lord of Glory.”” During his illness
his mind at times wandered, but when the
cloud removed, he expressed faith in Christ as
his only Saviour. IHe often repeated these
lines,

And when I'm 1o dio,

Receive mo Ul cry,

For Jesus hath loved me, I cannot tell why.

He died on the 11th of April, of the year just

nientioned—a good man, and full of years.

JOURNAL OF MR. RIGGS, ON A TOUR IN SYRIA.

We are indedted for this article to the Sep-
tember number of the Boston Missionary tler-
ald. It consists of extracts from the journal
of Mr. Riggs, an American missionary, whose
field of iaboris at Smyrna, He proceceded
from thence to Syria and the Holy Land, in
company with certain friends who had come
from the United States on their way to that
country. It may be proper to mention that
Mr. Riggs did not visit Syria on missionary
work, but for the restoration of his health.—
This will serve to explain why his journal is of
such a general character. Weagree witha
remark made by Mr. R.,as to the suspicious
choracter of the traditions told by monks re-
garding the minute localities of ancient events.
It is enough we think to visit the land, and to
behold the mountains, valleys, streams and
lakes, together with the sites of cities and villa-
ges, frequented by ancient kings and prophets,
and above all by Christ and his apostles in pub-
lishing to men the tidings of salvation, To a

rightly constituted mind, these are enough to

call forth peculiarly deep and delightful emo-

tions—but to attempt greater minutencss is to

impose upon the credulous. But we shall al-

low the writer to speak for himself.

Voyage from Smyrna to Jaffu—Remarks
on Jaffu.

Left Smyrna; October 10th, 1839, in com-
pany with Mr. and Mrs. Beadle, and embarked
ubout sunset on board the Seri Pervas, Aus-
trian steamer, bound for Beyroot. Sailed
about ten ». »1., 11th. - The weather wag re-
markably fine, and the sca smooth. At sunrise
we were off Scio and had a fine view of this
beautiful but unhappy istand. Without anch-
oring, we landed passengers and glided on our
southerly course. About noon we were oppo-
site Samos ; and in two hours more, opposite
Patmos, an island which brought to our minds
associations of the deepest interest; but we
did not pass sufficiently ncar to geta good view
of it. At Cos, we cast anchor and remained
three hours ; as it was evening we could not
obtain a view of the country of Hypocrates,~-
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During the whole of the day we were nearly on
the track of the apostle Paul, as described Acts,
XX : 15, 16, and were much interestedin no-
ticing his differont stopping places, as mention-
ed in that narrative, und in reading his most
touching address to the clders of the church at
Fphesus,

We were very comfortable on board, and
found the officers politc and kind. No objec-
tion was made to our asking the divine blessing
and returning thanks at tuble, and we had op-
portunities of social worship in the cabin occu-
pied by Mr. and Mrs. Beadle,

12, Reached Rhodes early this morning und
remained there at anchor until noon.  This is-
land is intercsting on account of the brave de-
fence here made by the knights of St. John
againstthe Turks. Many of their houses, walls,
towers, and pavements still reinain, and are ob-
jects of interest to the curious traveller. We
looked at them hastily, asour time was limited.
As it was Saturday we went also into the syna-
gogue of the Jews, who form u considerable
portion of the population of Rhedes. The
synagogue was large and well filled. "T'hey were
reading in Hebrew a portion of the history of
Abraham.  But alas for the veil that is on their
hearts ! Inone thing the Jews, the Mohamme-
dang, and the Christians of these countries
agree, viz. that all their services are performed
in an unknown tonguc.

18. Sabbath. At scu all dgy, in the morning
quite out of sight of land. In the afternoon
Cyprus was in sight, and about sunset we
passed its southwest cape. We had a quiet
day, and a pleasant scason of social worship in
the cabin.

14. Anchored, about twoin the morning, at
Cyprus. Visited the mission familics, and the
grave of brother Pease.

15. At six thismorning cast anchor n_the
harbor of Beyroot. The appearance of Bey-
root from the water is very agreecable. The
houses are all of stonc and have a solid ap-
pearance. On the left rises Mount Licba-
non, with its summits hid in clonds. On
the right are the gardens, with country-
houses interspersed among the trees. These,
as well as the town, are situated upon a
rising ground, which gives the whole view a
{fine appearance. Contrary to the assurances
which we received at Sinyrna, (and upon the
strength of which I resolved upon this journey, )
we were still subjected to quarantine. The
pretence was, that since the steamer last touch-
cd here they had sentan express to Egypt for
definite instructions, and werc awaiting an
snswer. Mr. and Mrs. Beadle, and Mrs. Pease,
went accordingly to the lazaretto. IFearing
the influence of cven a short stay there upon
my héalth, I determined to go to Alexandria
and return by the same steamer, which the
agent politely offered to permit me to do for
h2lf the regular pricc. Toward evening, how-
ever, Mr. and Mrg, Sherman succeeded 1n

making their arrangements to proceed by this
opportunity to Jufiit, on their way to Jerusalem,
und when they came on board I resolved to ac-
compuny them.

16.  Weanchored at Jaffa about nine, a. 3ry
hut owing to various delays we did not land
till the middle of the ulternoon ; andit was
nearly sunget when Mr. Sherman’s goods were
all safely stored in the lazaretto. Jafla is
built wpon a small round hill close by the sea.
It is surrounded by a wall and fosse, and hes
but one gate now open.  ‘The houses ure all
of stone, and most of them with dowes, though
somc have flat roofs. The stranger, in .ap-
proaching it, scems to himself' to be coming to
a town full of mosques. IHarbor thereis none ;
vessels anchor inthe open sea, but they cannot
remain any where in the vicinity in stormy
weather. A few small boats take shelter be-
hind a long irregular ledge of rocks near the
shore, which has by some travellers been mis-
tuken for an artificial mole. Behind Jaffa, and
to the left as viewed from the se, is an exten-
sive plain, at this scason parched and dry, but
still having the appearance of considerable fer-
tility. T'his is the Plain of Sharon. It stret-
ches to the north, and in the east is backed by
the mountains of ¥phraim. To the right, that
is south of Jaffa, the country is undulating and
for the most'part sandy and barren. The laz-
aretto, which was to be our abode for n few
days, is rather pleasantly situated on a declivity
south of the town and facing the sea. The
prospect is fine, and the air good. We had
also plenty of room for wallis along the sea-
shore, and opportumties of bathing in the sea.
In our walks we observed several tanneries sit-
uated quite on the shore. L'hereis no stream
in the vicinity, and hence the tanners locate
their establishments near the sea, which they
use instead of vats for steeping the hides. I
was interested to observe this incidental cir-
cumstance, corresponding even to the present:
day with the fact of Simon the tanner's house
being by the sea-side.

We remained in quarantine until Monday,
the 21st, when the stemner, which had been ad-
mitted to frce cemmunication at Alexandria,
returned, and we were consequently liberated.
Our sojourn there had been an agrecable one,
All our company, six in number, were profes-
scdly pious, and we united every evening and
morning in social worship.

Ride to Jerusalem—First Impressions of the
City.

Though we got pratique on Monday after-
noon, it was not ull Wednesday afternoon that
we could set off, owing to the difficulty of
meking arrangements for the transportation of
Mr. Sherman’s goods. Great multitudes of
pilgrims are flocking at this season to Jerusa-
lem, where they spend the winter, consequent-
ly all the animals that can be obtaired are in
constant demand, and meny are obliged, ag wo
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were, to wait, At length we suceeeded in pro-
curing the requisite number of camels for the
goods, and of donlkeys for oursclves Lo ride on,
and left Jafta about three, r. a1, October 23rd.
Our road lny across the south part of the phin
of Sharon. We saw no roses there, and indeed
scarce any vegetation, for the carly rains had
not yet commenced. ‘The plain, however, pre-
sented the appearance of having yielded good
crops in their season.  On our lett, us we were
crossing the pluin, lay the village ot Lydda, now
called Lydd, where Encas was heuled, and
where Peter preached the gospel, Acts ix, 92,
ete.  After riding four hours, about two thirds
across the plain, we came to Ramla, the ancient
Arimathea. Iere we were hospitably received
and lodged for the night by an Arab gentleman
who has the appointment of consul for the
United States, but who cannot speak English,
or any other Europcan language. Indeed 1
was told there was not an individus) in the
place who could. We had in our company a
Greek who spoke Arabic, and through him, to-
gether with the occasional use of a few words
of Turkish and Arabic, we made ourselves un-
derstood, at least, for the most necessary pur-
poses. The consul is an aged man and keeps
up the old customs of his country. The fe-
males of the house, for example, occupy dit-
ferent apartments frem the men, and we saw
nothing of them, -

24. In the morning we rose early and pur-
sued our way. After about two hours we
entered the mountains, which we found not less
dry and barren than the plains, having no ver-
dure, except that of a few olive trees hereand
there, which are seen all the year round.
Under one of these we sat down at noon and
partook of some food, which the consul had
kindly provided us. We came to no village on
dur way, until withinabout eight milcs of Jeru-
salem, where lics the village of Abr Goosh, the
robber, formerly such a terror to travellers.
He is now in favor with government, lives in
Jerusalem, and has even a pension for some
military services. The region of his former
depredetions is considered as safe as any other
part of Palestine.

The last part of our way was over a very
rough and rocky district. We ascended heavily
all the way. Jerusalem itself is on high ground,
the roads to it ascending a good deal {rom every
direction. Hence the phrase “guing up to
Jerusalem’’ was applicable to journeys from alt
partsof the country. We hastened to réach
the city before sunset (for at that hour all the
gates are cloged) and were happy about five
o'clock to find ourselves at the house of our
brother missionary, Mr. Lanneau, . .

I could'not at first realize that I was actoally
in the Holy City. The approach on the north-
west side is very unpromising. The inclina-
tion of the ground on which the city is built
being newrly in the opposite direction, one ob-
tains but a very imperfect view of it coming

from Jafti.  The grey walls, and the low
stone housecs, surmounted by domes of the
same materiul, give to the whole place a very
gombre appearance at first,  After a few doys,
however, spent by the traveller in visiting the
deeply interesting loculities in the neighbor-
hood, he begins to group them together in their
relations to cach other, and to the Holy City,
und ut length feels with much satisfaction that
heis indeed in Jerusalen; that he is treading
again the sume soil which was trodden ages
ago by prophets and apostles, and by the Lord
of Glory himselt when veiled in humanity.
Such were my own feclings,

Ride around the City—Various Objects de-
seribed,

On the third day after my arrival, in com-
pany with DMr. Nicolayson and some other
{riciids, I rode round the city and visited most of
the spots of peculiar interest in the environs.
We went out by the Bethickem gate, on the
southwest side, from which we entered imme-
diately the valley of Gilion. Proceeding south-
wardly, and descending between the dry bed of
the Gihon on our right, and the steep declivity
of Mount Zion on our left, in about ten minutes
we came to the lower pool.of Gilon, an im-
mense cistern, the right and left banks of which
are irrcgularly hollowed out of the native rock
of the two hills; and the northern and southern
extremities are formed by walls across the bed
of the winter torrent. The southern and lower
one is very thick and strong, and I should think
it forty or fifty feet in height in the middle.
Thence, procceding in a southeasterly direc-
tion about a mile, we came to the place where
this torrent joins that of the Kedron. These
both have the appearance of being the beds of
large torrents. In fact, however, they are en-
tirely dry at present: and are said by our friends
who reside bere, to be so always, except during
and immediately after rains. Directly in the
bed of the united torrents, just below their
junetion, is a perennial fountain of good water,
called the fountain of Nehemiah. Perhaps it
was discc vered or opened by that pious and pa-
triotic governor of the restored exiles. The
Mohammedans, however, call it the well of Job,
(Beer Ayoob,) and have a tradition that that
patriarch was cured of all his maladies by bath-
ing in its waters. From this place we followed
up the bed of the Kedron, which lies along-the
eastern side of Jerusalem. At the distance of
three or four hundred yards we came to the
pool of Siloam. The village of Siloam is on
the east bank of the Kedron, but the pool is on
the west side, toward the city, Its waters still
flow in considerable abundancey and fertilize the
grounds around it. We tasted the water and
found it drinkable but brackish.

Continuing along the bed of the Kedron about
half a mile further, we came to some ancient
tombs or monuments, situated on its left bank,
the most interesting of which to me, as it was
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doubtless the most ancient, was the pillur of
Absalom, the construction of which is mention-
ed 2 Sam. xviiiy 18. No doubt is entertained,
so far as [ know, that is the monument there
described. Its architecture js diflerent from
any thing which I had before seen. The bottom
is cut from the solid rocik, 'This part is per-
haps fifteen feet in height, and is surmounted
by an antique cornice, The second story, as I
may call it, is somewhat less in height, built of
heavy blocks of hard limestone, and surmounted
by another cornice. Above this is still another
story, consisting of a single block of limestone
in the shape of an incurvated cone, the upper
part of which is quite slender. The whole is
altogether unique, and even without tie aid of
tradition, gives one impressions of a very remote
antiquity, This is just opposite Mount Morieh,
on whose level summit the temple anciently
stood. Leaving this monument, we ascended
the Mount of Olives, and directed our course
toward Bethany. Just before reaching the top,
we turned round and obtained a view of Jeru-
salem, perhaps the finest, and in ore respect
certainly the most interesting, which we got
from any direction. Immediately below us was
the deep ravine of the Kedron, which our Sa-
viour so often crossed to seek the retirement of’
Gethsemane; and the nearest object on the
other side was the grand platform on which
once stood the temple of Solomon, but now the
mosque of Omar. Beyond this lies the city,
spread out upon the summits of mounts Mo-
rizh, Zion, and Acra, almost as high as the
Mount of Olives itself, and sufficiently inclined
toward the east to give, from that direction,
the most complete view of its entire extent,
But the whole scene must be regarded by the
Christain with ten-fold interest, when he re-
members that it was just here that-our Lord,
near the close of his earthly ministry, beheld
the city and. wept over it, and said, * O that
thou hadst known, even thou, ot least in this
thy day, the things that belong to thy peace;
but now they are hidden from thine eyes.” The
position of the hill is such as leaves no room to
doubt that here is the scenc of the transaction
recorded, Luke xix,%37-44. Alas! that the
present inhabitants of Jerusalem have aslittle
idea of the things that belong to their peace,
as those had whom our blessed Saviour longed
to gather “asa hen gathereth her brood under
her wings,” but they “ would not.”  After pro-
ceeding a short distance on the hill, we gota
splendid view towards the east and south. Be-
fore us was the Dead Sea (distinctly visible and
appearing not more than haif as far from us as
it really was) with a part of the plains of Jor-
danand the mountains of Moab stretching be-
yond; and on our right were the hills and val-
leys of Judea.

In passing over this part of our way wewere
met by numbers of peasants, going with the pro-
duce of their fields tothe.city; andI was struck
with thesalutation which they all, without hesi-

Mr. Riggs. 205

tation, addressed to us, viz.,, Salam aleycum;
“ Pcace be to you;' to which we responded,
Aleyeum sulam, “T'o you be pence.” This
aucient and beautiful salutation is now generally.
confined to Mussulmans, In the villages of
Palestine, however, and in Mount Lebannon it
is used by native Clristians, and addressed
freely to forcigners

We proceeded to the castern extremity of
the Mount of Olives, and there came suddenly
upon a little village about two miles from Jeru-
sulem. This was Bethany. It is now called
Lazarie, from Lazarus, witom our Lord here
called out of his grave. I donot know what
evidence there ig that the tomb which they now
show us as that of Lazarus was really the place
of his sepulture. No doubt can exist, however,
that this Is Bethany, the place where he lived
and died and was raised to hfe by that voice
which will one day wake all who sleep in the
dust, of the earth, some to everlasting lite, and
some to shume and cverlasting coutempt.
lHere our Lord often came; and particulatly
while attending the festival during which his
apprehension and crucifixion occurred, we are
informed that he was in the habit of lodging at
Bethany, and of going early every morning into,
the city, to be present at the morning service of
the temple; and it was in going from Bethany
to Jerusulem that he rode upon a young ass,
uand was greeted with ¢ Hosanna to the Son of
David.” Ixcepting the deep and narrow cavern
now called the tomb of Lazarus, which we en-
tered by the light of candles brought with us
for the purpose, there was nothing of nterest
to be seen at Bethany. So we turned our fuces
immediately toward Jerusalem, taking a patl
which wound first around the northern dechvity
of the Mount of Olives, and then led us to its
swmmit, very near the city, whence it is sai
that the Saviour ascended to heaven. We
went into the chapel of the ascension, built over
the supposed spot whence the Saviour left the
world; and were shown, in a rock, near the
cenire of the chapel, something like. the print
of a (oot, which the pilgrims are taught to be-
lieve was miraculously produced by the foot of
our Lord when he ascended. The spot is kept
covered, and is kissed with great veneration by
the pilgrims.  From the closing verses of tho,
gospel according to Luke, it would seem pro-
bable that the actual place of our Saviour’s as-
cension was on some part of the Mount of
Olives near to Bethany; but however that may
be, aud however pleasant it might be to know.
the exact spot, we lave reason to bless God,
that neither our acceptance with him nor our
sanctification depends upon any sich know-
ledge; but that we live under a dispensation
which enjoins true and spiritual worship of
Gaod, without regard to the place where it is,
offered. - .

From the Mount of Olives we descended to
th garden of Gethsemane, the location c
which is identified with tolerable certainty, and

.
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after plucking & few olive lcaves nsa remem-
brance of this most interesting spot, from trees
many centuries old, we crossed the Kedron,
and directing our steps to the northward, rode
about 2 mile, most of the way through a grove
of olive trees, and visited what are called “ the
tombs of the kings.” ‘T'hese are extensive sub-
terranean struciures, excavated in the solid
rock, the doors of the different apartments lav-
ing been cut, each from a single block of hard
limestone, and beautifully carved. The whole
must have been a royal work, but what kings
were here interred, and even to what age the
work should be attributed, is very doubtiul.
From this place we returned to Jerusalem, and
completing the circuit of the city, entered by
the Bethlchem gate, (also culled the gate of
Jafia) by which we had gone out in the morning.

Ercursionsin the Vicinily— Bethlehem—Jericho
—Jordan.

27, Sabbath, Attended the service of the
English church, performed at the residence of
the British consul, by the Rev. Mr. Nicolayson,
of the London Jews Socicty. Mr. L., our
travelling companion from Beyroot, preached
an edifying discourse. At one, r.a1., Mr. Lan-
ncau had an Arabic service, at which about a
dozen natives were present, most of them from
ncighbouring villages. They listened with ap-
parent interest to Mr. L. and frequently cx-
pressed aloud their assent to his remarks.

8. Rod¢ in company with some English
{friends to Bethlehem, Rachel's tomb, and the
pools of Solomon. The latter, three in num-
ber, are a truly grand and royal work. The
largest is about z furlong in length, and the
smallest not much less. The breadth is per-
haps half the length, and the depth, I shouid
think, from one hundred to onec hundred and
fifty feet. They are filled during the wister
with water from the ncighboring mountains,
which is conveyed from them to Jerusalem by
an aqueduct skirting along the edges of the
hill, after the ancient fashion, in order to pre-
.serve the level.  The pools contain water still
froin last winter; though the rainy season is
justabout to commence.

Bethlchem is of course one of the most in-
teresting spots on the face of the carth, ashav-
ing been the place where that grand event
occurred which occasioned the song of © Glory
to God in the highest, peace on carth, and good
will to men,™ to be proclaimed by the voices of
the heavenly host. But the interest of the
christian traveller in Bethichem is nota little
marred by the character of the statements made
to him on the spot. Ilc is led down several
flights of steps, and is showed the very spot of
the Saviour's birth in a cave, into which horses
or cattle could scarcely be brought by force—a
place conscquently not very likely to have
been used for 2 stable, Besides the manger,

{now cased with marble and adorned with pic-
tures and lamps;) he is shown the spot where
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the magi opened their treasures, the tomb of
the innocents, or children slain by Herod's

order, the number of which, according to tradi-

tion, umounted to fourteen thousand! the study
of St. Jeromne, where they say he translated

the Scriptures, the tombs of Eusebius, Paula
Eustochia, etc. This grouping of so many
things together, and particularly the idea that
all the innocents were gathered. together and
buried here, excites doubt and tends to a sus-
picion of every thing stated by the monks.
Woere I to visit Bethlehem again, I should feel

inclined not to enter the so called grotto of the

nativity, but to ascend the hill and look simply:

at the natural features of the place and of the

surrounding country; to reflect that here my

Saviour was born, and to indulge in those de-

lightful emotions which that thought is capable

ofinspiring. All these emotions are liable to

be disturbed, at least in the mind of a protes-

tznt, by a visit to the grotto.

29. Walked with Mr. Lanncau and Mr.
Sherman to Mount Zion.  On the highest part
of that mount which lies within the walls of
the city stands the Armenian convent. JTts
grounds and buildings are very extensive, and
the churchis the most splendid that I have seen
in the Bast. There is a small printing-press,
which was occupied, when we visited it, in
printing, for the use of pilgrims of their church,
a list of the holy places which they are accus-
tomed to visit. Oh when will they understand
that the time has come that “neither yet at
Jerusalem shall men worship the Father™ Qn
the part of Mount Zion which hes without the
walls of tle modern city stands a mosque,
called the mosque of David, and supposed to
cover his tomb. Near it are the burying-
grounds of the Latins, Greeks, and Armenians,
and now alsn that of the Awmerican mission.
The latter is the only one which has a wall
built round it.  As serious difficulty was expe-
rienced in the last instance in which permission
was obtained to inter the remains of a protes-
tant in the Greek cemetery, we deem it an
occasion of gratitude to God that tiie mission
has now = burying-place of its own, and that it

has at length been inclésed without serious

molestation. The remains of Dr. Dodge and
of sister Thomson will be removed, as scon as
convenient, to the new cemetery.

S1. Started for Jericho and the Jordan, in
company with some English friends who were
with us in the quarantine at Jafia. We took
two tents, kindly furnished by our friends at
Jerusalem, beds, and provisions, and we found
them all very neceesaty.  The rond to Jericho
is a constant descent, so that one may well be
said to “go down™ from Jerusalem to Jericho.
The country is generally barren, and unfit for
cultivation until Fou come to the plain of the
Jordan. As this bursts upon the sight from.
the summit of the mountains, the eye is re-
freshed by an extended green. The plain
stretches for many miles to the north, and
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gives evidence of being ¢ well watered every
whers” On the south it is bounded by tho
Dead Sea. We pitched our tents by the mo-
dern village of Jericho, which consists of thirty
or forty huts of the most miserable description.
The governor or chief’ of the village came to
welcome us, and sat down with the people who
came with us round a fire which they lighted
near our tents. They continued talking in a
lively manner till 2 late hour, and then most of
them slept together upon the ground. We
partook of a frugal repast in one of our tents,
and afier a season of social worship, retired
<arly to rest.

November 1. Rose early and had our morn-
ing worship, and breakfasted by candle-light.
At day-bréak we mounted our horses and di-
rected our course toward the Jordan. The air
was balmy and the sky perfectly clear. A few
light clouds only skirted the eastern horizon,
just sufficient to increase the beauty of the
scenc.  When the morning star was “melting
away into the light of heaven,” and the sun was
preparing to “come forth as a bridegroom out
of his’chamber,” we all felt, as we rode over
the plain, the inimitable beauty of that castern
sky. The mountains of Moab, or of Arabig, as
they are sometimes called, are astonishingly
even and uniform in heighi. They siretch
from north to southas far us the eyc canreach,
like o wall of immense height, skirting tie
eastern cdge of the phin of Jordan. You
search in vain for Pisgal, or any othier summit.
There is none discernable from this distance.
No peak rises prominent above therest. A
slight undutation only appears in the top nf the
range “as if;” in the words of Chuteaubriand,
«thehand of thepainter whodrew thishorizontal
line along the sky liad trembledin some places.”

In two hours and a half we reached the banks
of the Jordan. Its deep, wmuddy, rapid stream
is quite concealed by high banks, and by the
trees, bushes, and reeds which skirt them; so
that we did not sce it until we were actually
upon its banks. Here we rested a few minutes
at the place where, according to tradition, our
Saviour was baptized. Wo bathed in the
stream and drank of its walers, which were ex-
cellent. Ttsbreadth hereis not more than fiftcen
6t twenty yards, and its greatest depth abaut
cight fect.” Itscurrent is so rapid thatin swim-
ming across we were carried down 2 distance
greater than the breadth of the streem.  After
gathéring & few shells from the river, and
plucking @ few leaves of fiowers from its banks,
we re-mounted and proceeded towards the sea.
Our road diverged from the course of the river,
bearing to the southwest. It led us acrossa
part of the plain which was gerfectly barren,
and which it would scem must at times be

covered with water.
Dead Sea—3Mcans of Protection—Convent of
8t. Sada.
Tnone hour and twenty minutes we reached
the shore of the Dead Sea, the sterility of

which, -as well as the desolate appearance of
the mountains on cither side, on which no
habitation of man appears in any direction,
scemed designed as a remembrancer of tho
divine vengeance so awfully inflicted on the
inhabitants of this once fertile and beantiful
valley. The surface of the lake presents no-
thing remarkable 1n 1ts appearance, except the
slightness of the ripple caused by tie wind.
This is owing to the great specific gravity of
the water, in which the human body is incapable
of sinking. Imade the experiment repeatedly
while batumg in it, and found 1t impossible to
thrust the whole body under water. While
standing erect in the water, the head, shoul-
ders, arms, and part of the breast remain above
the surface; and I found on thrusting myself
dvwaward with my whole force, at the same
time exhaling as far as possible all the air from
my lungs, that I could sink only to my chin.
One of my companions who had never before
been able to swim, was here unable to sink.
The sensation produced by this heaviness is
very peculiar, and by no mecans urpleasant.
‘The taste of this water is much more disagreea-
ble than that of common sea-water, as the lat-
ter is than common water slightly brackish.
Besides its unequalled bitterness, 1t has a pe-
culiur pungency, and leaves a burning sensa-
tion in the mouth, and even upon the skin of
the face and hands. This water when ana-
lysed yiclds about one-fourth its weight in va~
Tivus salts, viz., soda, magnesia, muriate of line,
and sulphate of lime; and these foreign ingre-
dients, if chrystalized at a heat of 108° IFah-
renheit, wnount to forty-one per cent. of the
wiole weight of this wonderful liquid, which,
notwithstanding this fact, is us clear as {Tesh
water. We saw no fish, and hut a few dead
and sea-worn shells, which had doubtless float-
ed down from the Jordan, since they belonged
to the same species with those winch we found
in the river.

A part of our company returned to our last
night’s cncampment at Jericho, and another
part, consisting of the genticmen who had join-
ed us the evening before at Jericho, and myseif
took another route towards Jerusalem, leading
through the region anciently called the Wilder-
niess of Engedi. We procecded from tha
northwest angle of the sca in a direction a littie
south of west, and were about aa hourin cross-
ing this part of the plain.  Before reaching the
mountains we descricd among the bushes 2
coinpany of men on foot, and turned somewhat
out of our way to ascertain who they could be.
We found, to our surprise, in this desolate Te-
gion, so far from the habitation of man, a dozen
strangers unarmed, not one of them acquainted
with the lanmuage of the country, withouta
guide, and all alike ignorant of the road they
were to travel. They were Jews from Russis,
and their inquiry “vas, Which is the way tothe
Jordan? I told them the divecticn. and the
distance, and we- parted from them, our Arab
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guide remarking that they would fare *hard if
they should fall into the hands of a company
of Bedaweens.

By the wey the arrangements which we
made for our own personal safety during this
trip deserve a passing notice. They were si-
milar to those generally adopted by travellers
in Palestine. A chief (sheikb) is employed to
accompany the party, and they have been per-
heps some titne on their way before they under-
stand thai it is from Lis own comrades that he
is to protect them. Inshort, it is only through
the personal influence of the sheikh who goes
with them, that travellers can feel themselves
safe in almost any of the Arab villages. The
chief, when once employed, is responsible to the
Jocal authoritics; whereas, if the same indivi-
dual were to fall in with the travellers in a wil-
derness, he might be as unsafe a person as they
could meet.

After crossing the range of mountains which
bounds the plain of Jordan on the west, we
came upon an clevated plain of considerable
extent, but entirely without water; indeed from
the Dead Sea we traversed a distance of six-
teen or seventeen miles without being uble to
come to a drop of water. The heat of the sun
vas likewise oppressive.  We became ex-
tremely thirsty, and one of my companions,
who, while bathing in the sca, had incautiously
filled his mouth, eyes, and nosirils, with its
bitter waters, suffered very much before he got
an opportunity of quenching his thirst. e
became a goud deal excited, and I feared that
that alone might throw him into a fever. Ile
told me that no day in the desert which he
had recently crossed had been so trying to him
as this, About three o'clock, however, we
arrived ata cistern cut in thesolid rock, in the
side of 2 mountain, in order to afford water for
the flocks which pasture in these desolate re-
gicns.  Here we quenched our thirsl, drinking
eagerly from the same trough at which some
sheplierds were watering afiock of goats. We
then procceded for about two hours longer
through a mountainous region, equaliy barren
with the more level one which we had left, and
arrived half an hour before sunset at the Greek
convent of St. Saba, where we lodged for the
night. It was the only dwelling of man which
we had seen since leaving our encampment at
Jericho. 'T'he monks received us hospitably,
offering us such refreshments as the place af-
forded, and satisfying our cariosity by giving
us such information as they thamnselves pos-
segsed respecting the history of their singular
abede. .

2. Inthe morning we were led through the
different parts of the monastery, the church,
the tomb of St. Saba, his cave (where accor-
ding to tradition he dwelt with a young lion in
peace and unharmed,) the library winch con-
tains many old manuscripts, etc. The ‘whole
jas mather the appearance of a fortification,

than of arcligious house. It is indced very
strong, being built on a steep declivity, descend-
ing into the bed of the Kedron, and having a
strong wall and two high forts above, where it
would be most liable to an attack. Tt cluims
an antiquity of fourteen centuries, and at some
periods has been inhabited by several tholisands
r;:cluscs. At present only thirty two reside
there.

Return to Jerusalem—Monthly Concert for
Prayer—Return to Smyraa.

We left the convent at eight A. M., and at
half past eleven found ourselves again within
the walls of the Holy City. Here we were
called immediately to the house of mourning.
Our friends Mr. and Mrs, Nicolayson, had been
suddenly -plunged into deep aflliction by the
death last evening of their youngest child, a
danghter of nearly cight years. This was
truly a solemn admonition to us all.  On Mon-
day last little Jevie was well and cheerful, and
rade with us to Bethlehem ; now we are call-
cd to lay her mortal remainsin the grave, and
toremember our own mortality. May the dis-
pensation be sanctified to usall. It was no
small comfort providentially afforded to our
friends on this occasion, that the burying
ground, concerning which some difficulties had
been raised by the local authorities was now at
length prepaved. The burial took place with
all quietness, and this in a country where pre-
cedent is law, is almost a certain pledge to our
friends here that no interruption will eccur on
any future occasion.

$. Sabbath. An interesting day. In the
morning we united with our English friends in

the celebration of the Lord’s supper. AMMr. L. -

preached again and made an affecting allusion
to thr fact that we were celebrating the ordi-
nance on the spot where it was at first insti-
tuted. Indeed this fact, together with the
smallness of our numbers, was calculated in a
very forcible and tender manner to remind us
of the circumstances of our Lord and his disci-
ples on that solemn night. The afternoon
services were similar to those of last sabbath.

4. Monthly concert for prayer. We went
out in the morning to the Momnt of Olives.—
After crossing the Kedron we stopped for a few
moments at Gethsemane, where we united in
singing,

Behold where Cedron™s waters flow
Bekold the suffering-Savies.: go
o sad Gethsemane, cte.

As this place was too public for our exerci-
ses, we retired farther up the hill to the shade
of a large tree, where we continued engaged
in reading the Scriptures, singing, and prayer
until nearly noon. 'We read of our Saviour's
weeping over Jerusalem, and knew that we
were very near the spot where he wept, and
we prayed to him on behalf of the present in~
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habitants of that once favored city. Among
other hymns we sung,

Jerusalemn, Jerusalein, cntkroned once on high,

‘Fhoufavored home of God on carth, thou heaven below the sky,
Now brought to hondage with thy sods, & blighting cuzse to see,
Jerugalem, Jerusatem, vur tears shail flow for thee, ete.

1t was a season of greatinterest, and it scem-
ed as though we could not fail to drink in the
spirit of our compassionate Saviour. In the
afternoon we united with our English {riends
ina prayer-meeting at Mr. Lameau’s.

7. Rode to Rama, supposed to be the Rama
of Samuel’s residence and the place where he
was buried. It being about five miles north-
west of Jerusalem. Tt may well be called a
high place, for it commands a view of all the
plain of Sharon, a long extent of the Mediter-
ranean sea, and a large part of Palestine in all
directions. ‘The best view is from the'top of 2
mosque crected over what is called the tomb of
Samuel. 1t may well be doubted whether the
prophet was buried in this exact spot, for it is
precisely on the summit of the hill.  On ac-
count of intervening hills no part of Jerusalem
is seen from this spot, except the dome of the
mosque of Owmar. The vicinity, howerer, Is
clearly visible, as is also the vicinity of Rachel's
tomb. Woe had no glass and could not tell
with certainty whether the tomb itself' is visi-
bl from Rama. This is, I believe, generally
understood to be the place referred to in Jere-
miah, 81, 15. “In Rama was there a voice
heard,” ctc. The prophet is supposed to rep-
resent Rachel as coming out of her tomb and
weeping with so loud a voice as to be heard
even here at the distance of seven or cight
miles.

8. Bade farewell to Jerusalem. MMr. L.rode
with me an hour. Ihad intended to go by
land to Beyroot, visiting Samaria and Galilee
onmy way. Finding, however, that this would
be inexpedient, both on account of the lateness
of the season (the rains having already com-
menced,) and on account of the unsettled state
of the conntry, 1 resolved to go down to Jaffa,
and there take the stcamer for Beyroot. Lod-
sed 2gain at the house of the American consul.

9. Proceeded to Jafla in company wich the
brother of the American consul {or that port.
On our arrival he took me to his brother's
housge and lodged me there hospitably tili the
coming of the steamer.

11. The day was rather stormy, and for
some time it was feared the steamer would not
touch at Jaffa ; but toward évening the wind
fell, and we embarked without difficulty, Sail-
cd at half past six.

12. Before suntise we were opposite  Sidon,
which from the distance of some ten oradozen
iniies, appears to be a small low town near the
shore, backed by high mountains. About ten
A. M., we reached Beyroot. The brethren
and sisters here kindly pressed me to stay till
another steamer, and I felt strongly inclingd to
do so; butI was doubtful whether it would be so
well for my health to remainas tobe at home in
Smyrna, and there was also some doubt whe-
ther the steamer would touch here on her next
return from Alexandria. So, with much re-
gret at spending so little time with the brethren
of this station, I determined to proceed.. Mrs,
Pease with her children, goes back with me to
Cyprus. I spent the day in interesting con-
versation with the brethren and some of their
helpers ; and, with Mrs. P., being commended
by them to the grace of God, left Beyroot. about
sunscet.

18. Reached Cyprus at ten, Ax M. The
brethren have just opened a female school,
which seems to have favor with tle people.—
Re-embarked about noon.

The remainder of my voyage was very plea-
sant and similar 1o the preceding portions.—
During the whole we could scarcely have had
finer weather., 1 had many opportunities for
religious conversation with people of various
nations, which I trust through God’s blessing
will prove not to have been wholly in vain.

On Saturday, November 16th, I was brought
again in safety, and with 1enovated health and
vigor, to my fumily and station. May divine-
grace make me thankful for all the Lord’smer-
cies, and enable me to devote rencwed health
and strength to his service ! )

DANGER FROM POPERY.

<« Qbsta principiis"—That the Romish reli-
gion is @ corruption of Christianity, supersti-
Uous, idolatrous, and tyrannical, and that its
predominance is a thing to be deprecated and
resisted, are not matters of doubtful disputation
with Protestants. The “proton pscudos”—the
primary error—the foundation upon which the
whole structure rests, is found in the rejection
of the Sacred Scriptures asthe only rule of faith
and practice, and the claim of the Church to in-
fallibility. Upon this a monstrous system has
been reared,

From the very assumption and claims of the
Popish Church it must of necessity, and as a
matter of conscience, be a persccuting Church;-
and such its whole history proves it to be.—
Who has forgotten the St.Bartholemew tragedy
—or the scenes enacted in Holland, by the
Duke of Alva—or by the wretched: Mary of-
England 2 'Who has forgotten the horrors of
the Inquisition 7 Its policy, however is of the
most pliant, kind—it can refrain from persecu-
tion, when to persecute is unsafe. A supple,
time-serving, deceivable, wily course of action,
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has come to be described by the very term,
Jesuistical, % No faith with heretics,” is one of
it adages. It wus u matter of lamentation and
1egret. with the Bmperor Charles, near his
death, that he fulfilled his engagement to give
Luther a safe escort to Worms; and that,
having him in his puwer, he permitted him to
escape. .

T'hat a mighty effort is at the present tune
put forih, with great sagacity and perseverance,
by the pupal awthorities, with the view of ex-
tending their influeuce in Protestant countries
no observer of the signs of the times can fail to
perceive, Theevidences of it are every where
apparent.

1o the ¢Catholic Ilerald,” published in
Philudelphia, of the 6th inst., a full and glow-
ing account is given of the consecration, at
Rome of Dr. Wiseman, as a bishop, with the
most imposing ceremonies— the venerable
and apostolic dignitaries of the Catholic hierar-
archy, with their ancient robes and oricntal mi-
tres, kneeling round the altar! and their atten-
dants and the entire congregation prostrate,
calling on Heaven for mercy, and, according
to the venerable doctrines of the old charch, ap-
pealing by name to the holy mother of God, to

the angelic choirs, the patriurchal and aposiclic

Sathersy and all the host of martyrs, confessors
and virgins, now in bliss, for theirunited pray-
ers at that most selemn moment.” Thus, Dr.
Wiseman, one of the most aitful, insinuuting
and zcalous, and we may add, learned, popular
and able advocates of the papacy, has been
raised to the episcopal dignity, to be sent forth
on the apostolic mission from Rome to Protes-
tant England—a second Augustine, sent by a
another Gregory-—the first the planter, the se-
cond the restover of the same divine unchanged,
and unchangeablereligion”” There is perhaps,
no other man of this age so well fitted to pro-
mote the object on which he is sent, in Protes-
tant England, asis Dr. Wiseman. Popery is
evidently on the increase in England. The la-
bours of the Oxford divines and all who sympa-
thize in their views, both in England and hete,
are duly appreciated by the Papists themselves,
onbuth continents—"The Churckman,” of this
city, isquoted by the « Catholic Herald,” with
manifest complacency, in language like this,
#Jt is true, a gocd deal of the old leaven runs
through the leaven of which it is composed; yet
still we hail the spirit in which the whole arti-
cle is written, as an auspicious omen of the
happy amcliowation that is taking place in pub-
lig opinion, on the subject of Catholicity. At
once to renounce inveterate prejud[ccs, and to
shake off the force of old associations of
thought, is more than reasonuble expectation
can hope-foress«  We are willing to excuse
some crror and misapprehension, under the per-
suasion that a sincere desire to attain the.truth
will ultimately be sure of is object.”

Our country is inundated with Popish eccle-
siastics and emissarics. No effort is spared to

.
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gain to the utmost the controul of education
throughout the whole length and breadih of the
land. ‘There is a deference, on the part of po-
litical men, to popish prejudice, and projects
ot'a striking and peculiar kind, and of' no aus-
picious omen. And, at the present time, in the
very midst of us, the most extreordinary claims
are put forth in reference to the Common
School Fund of this State. It is claimed by
the papists in the proportion of their numbers,
not of* their contributions, for avowedly secta-
rvian uses, whilst under the existing administra-
tion, it is as open to them as to any other por-
tion of the community! The objectis prosecu-
ted and pressed in 2 manner that is truly calcu-
lated to beget surprize. The old Catholic
paper, perceiving the true bearing of the
measure, and refusing to co-operate in its
promotion, has beeen supersceded by one thut
advocates all its extravagance. A weekly
meeting of the « New York Catholic Associa-
tion” is'held for the express object of agitating
the subject—and the most exciting appeuls are
made by their strongest men, both lay and cle-
ricel. It is not our wont to indulge in hard
words, and it gives us pain to find occasion to
speak as we have done—but this project, viewed
in its varions bearings, and in the mauner in
which it is prosecuted appears to us to be mon-
strous and audacious—and in conpection with
other indications, -calls-fcr the vigilance of all
who prize the perpetaity of our precious liber-
ties, civil and religious. ~'What would be
thought of similar pretensions, on the part of
Baptists, Mcthodists, Episcopalians or Presby-
terians *~Christian Intelligencer.

That which gives the greatest terror to Je-
suitism, is its constant and universal individuali-
zation. The policy of Rome is, in every, land,
what the character of its inhabitants may re-
quire for their subjugation. It yields to eyery
form of governmant, and conforms to ‘évery
kind of taste. It stands prepared to seize on
every department of thought, of influence, and
of feeling. InEngland it is sweetened with
pleas for toleration; and in Spain, it is as into-
lerant asthe grave. In heathen countries, it
leaves scarcely a line of demarkation between
itself and the habits of the heathen; but kere,
it Iabours with incessant toil, to cover its ab-
surdities with seeming conformity to Scripture
truth. It-adapts itself to individunls, as readi-
ly as to nations; and to this, in particulary their
priests are trained. The fraternities of Rome
have, with one design, secured the advantage
of a division of labour; and they conduct their
departments with terrific skill. The Jesuit
commands the literary sphere, corrupting the
courses of history, and tinging.its narratives
with the colouring suited to his purpose. The
Dominicans preside in the department of disci-
pline and errors, and lead the praceedings of
the inquisition. The mendicant orders, des-
cended to the lowest grades of society, adapt-
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ing their arts to the vulgar mind. Nothing is
80 high that they will not aspire to it; there is
no degradation to which they will not stoop.—
They are all things to all men, if by any means
they may déstroy some. Where they fail, they
clamour with a sense of injury; but, where they
succeed, the system they form lies like an incu-
bus on the breast of prostrate nature, or preys,
like the eagle of Arometheus, on the vitals of
her peace.

A glance at the nations now subject lo the
Roman yoke, prove what I have said. Ior
where shall we seek the protectors of our most
unnatural slave trade, but in Portugal ¥ A pa-
pal state! Civil war has no existence now so
barbarously brutal, as in the provinces of Spain.
France had no obstacles to her liberties, so fa-

tal, as the Roman priesthood. In Italy aloue,
has vice combined with clegance and treachery,
in her most hateful forms,  Ireland has no ca-
lamity equal to that of her sensual habits, and
her subjection to this creed.  The Canadas are
wrung with its torments. The Southern Ame-
rican lies beneath its power like o paralyzed
giant possessed of” all wealth, but berelt of all
engrgy, because, through the malignity of this
domination, bereft of the word of' God. 1t ap-
pears in every nation, wearing the features of
the master sin; it is steadfast in its purpose,
and simple in its aim; as if with a dreadful for-
titude, determined to exhaust the forbearance
of heaven, and complete the catastrophe of
man.—C. Stovel.

THE APOSTLES, LEARNED AND WELL QUALIFIED MINISTERS.

It is exceedingly common {o hear the asser-
tion that Our Lord’s disciples, even after they
hed entered on the functions of their sacred
office, were ignorant and unlearned; and it has
been so often and so long repeated that it has
come; at length, to be looked upon asa fact
that cannot be disputed. It may be worth
while, however, to examine the matter a little,
and sce if the contrary does not appear to be
the fact; especially as the assertion has been
frequently made of late, since steps have been
tiken to establish a University in the Province
for the education ‘of youth, and particularly of
candidates for the holy ministry. .

Theassertion has been made chiefly by two
classes of persons—those who have defended
the divine origin of christianity, and those who
are accustomed to despise every thing like edu-
cation in tlie ministers of the gospel. The
first of these have been induced to urge the
want of learning in the apostles by way of
strengthening the argument that the Divine
blessing on the labours of the first ministers of
the gospel as displayed in’ the astotiishingly rapid
spread of Christianity was an evidence of its
Heavenly origin. Now in endeavouring to
shov7 that the apostles had all the qualifications
of well accomplished ministers of the gospel, I
may be permitled to say, at the commence-
Taent, that I have no wisk Whatever to subtract,
in the slightest degree, from the force of the
argument for the divine origin of Christianity

drawn from its rapid spread; since it must be
very evident that the effects produced by the
apostles’ preaching were such as could never
have been brought about by mere humnan agency
alone, whether learned or uniearned. The other
class of persons who have been forward to
proclaim the apostles as illiterate, are those who
despise or affect to despise learning as a quali-
fication for theministry. They are chiefly per-
sons who are troubled with an itech for speak-
ing; and being desirous of appearing as preach-
ers without any lengthened or laborious prepa-
rations, they are ready to excusc their own
ignorance and want of learning by first asserting
that the apostles were illiterate, and then
pleading this as a warrant for themselves
preaching without any of the usual qualifica-
tions.

In speaking of the apostles as ignorant and
unlearned, I think a sufficient line of distinction
has not been drawn between what they were
previous to their call to the apostleship and what
they were after it. That they had been once
ignorant and unlearned is equally true of their
ds it is of the most learned men the world ever
saw; but that they were so when they came to
exercise the functions of the misterial office
is not consistent with the facts of the case.

In order that.our students for the ministry
may be zble to read and understand the scrip-
tures in the languages in which they were ori-
ginally written, a considerable portion of their
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preparatory course is necessarily occupied with
the study of the Greck and Hebrew langunges,
our Lord's disciples were acquainted with both
of these; and the New Testament in Greek was
written by themselves,

The Hebrew had fallen, ina great measure,
into disuse among the Jews as their vernaculur
or mother tongue, ever since the Bubylopish
captivity, and it is believed that the Syriac had
taken its place; but yet, an acquaintance with
the Hebrew Scriptures was by no means un-
common. The Hebrew scriptures were still
read in the Synagogues, and that Our Lord’s
disciples understood that language may be un-
derstood from the form of their quetations from
the old Testament, as well as from several other
circumstances. DMany of their quotations are
cvidently from the old Greek version of the se-
venty, but others of them are as evidently lite-
ral translations of their own, word for word,
from the Hebrew text, and not from the Sep-
tuagint. Panl is said to have addressed the
Jews at Jerusalem in Hebrew. (See Acts 21,
40, & 22, a,

Greek was the most general language of the
civilized world at that time, and the New Tes-
tament being written in that language by the
disciples shows that they were also conversant
with it. Some, in the abundan:e of their zeal
to make out the Apostles rude and unlearned,
have pointed out what they considered instan-
ces of incorrect and faulty construction in their
writings, it should be remembered, however,
that there are in every language, phrases and
modes of expression which are exceptions to
cvery general rule that may be formed ; and 2
thorough knowledge of a language will show
that these are used by the most polished writers
and are distinctive features in the idiom of the
language.

And so, the groundlessness of the charge
against the correctness of the apostles’ wri-
tings has been abundantly proved in several
learned works, as for instance, Blackwall’s
Sacred Classics, in which it has been shown,
that therc occur in the classics instances of
construction of the same kind which in the
apostles writings hadbeen considered as faulty,
and consequently that the writings of the apos-
tles are classically correct.  All that we con-
tended for at present, however, is that the
aposiles were so far masters of the Greek
language as to write it correctly. It is by no
means contended that they wrote in the same
style as if they had been native Greeks, for the
books of the New Testament hear abundant

evidence that, while the language is Greek,
the writers were Jews, and their habits of think-
ing Jewish. This, however, does not militate,
n the least, against the fact, that they were
masters of the Greek tongue ; for the writings
of' two diflerent authorg, in any language, may
differ in style as widely as the style of their
respective countenances, so much so that the
writings of each may be identified by the style,
and yet both may be, in an equal degrec classi-
cally correct.

Aguin, if the greater portion of the prepara-
tory course of our students for the ministry
consists of the study of theology in its differ-
ent braunches, & parallel to this will be found in
the training of the apostles. They accompanied
the Lord Jesus all the time thethe went out
and inamong them, beginning from the bap-
tism of John unto that same day, that he was
taken up from them. During all these three
years of his public ministry they were his con-
stant companions, and listened to all the gra-
cious words that fell from his mouth. It was
not merely the public discourses that he de-
delivered that they heard, but we find him of-~
ten retired from the bustle of the world instruc<
ting them in private and speaking to them of
the things pertaining to the kingdom of God.
Indeed there was so much of speciality in their
case, when compared with others, as to show
that the course of instruction they were under-
going was designed for something further than
general edification, as in the case of the muiti-
tudes who heard his public discourses and rc-
turned again to their ordinary avocations in
life. The apostles notonly received instruc-
tions in private, but, that they might give vnin-
terrupted attendance on these, without being
cccupied with the cares of the world, we find
them at the Saviour's desire, giving up their
worldly employments, and devoting their time
wholly and exclusively to the receiving of in-
struction, And then, whenit is remembered
that he chose the twelve expressly with aview
to the apostleship, ¢ that they should be with
him, and that he might send them forth to
preach,” there con be no doubt but that the
vast amount of instruction which he must have
given them in the course of these three years’
constant attendance upon him in private, must
all have had a special reference to their future
efficiency and usefulness as ministers of the
gospel. This might, indeed be inferred from
the specimens left on record of private expla-
nations of his public discoursesand of special
directions with regard to their future conduct
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in the ministry. It is true, much of what they
heard from him was misunderstood, and much
might be temporarily forgotten ; (and where is
the student of theology of whom the same may
not in some measure be said?) but in order
that they might afte~wards enjoy the full bene-
fit of all his instructions, he tells them ¢« The
Comforter which is the Holy Ghost, whom the
Father will send in my name, he shall teach
you all things, and bring all things to your re-
membrance, whatsoever I have said unto you.”

Where, then, is the student in modern times
who enjoys advantages and instructions like
these? Andwhat are the four or five years
attendance on the lectures of a Theological
Professor, and the exercises of a Theological
Class, compared with these? Can it then be
said with truth that they were ignorant or
unlearned in what most concerned their em-
ployment, as ministers of the gospel, who had
cnjoyed a three years’ course of instruction,
concerning the kingdom of God, from the
mouth of that Great Teacher who spake as
never man spoke? It were to be wished that
those who cloak their own ignorance and want
of learning by pretending that the apostles
were ignorant and unlearned men, were half as
well learned and half as well trained.

Besides the qualifications which the apostles
acquired in more ordinary ways, they obtained
others in an extraordinary way,—while stu-
dents for the ministry, now-a-days, who desire
to be well accomplished ministers of the gospel,
have long and laboriously to -study logic and
mathematics, to enable them to think clearly
and to reason correctly,—and moral philosophy
so that they may understand the various springs
and motives of moral action, and be the better
able to commend the truth to every man's con-
science in the sight of God ; the apostles were
supernaturaily qualified in these respects, and
were guided and directed by inspiration. The
Saviour tells them It shall be given you in
that same hour what ye shall speak ; for it is
not ye that speak but the spirit of your Father
which speaketh in youw.” And again «I will
give you a mouth and wisdom, which all your
adversaries shall not be able to? gainsay nor
resist.”

And then the apostles had other qualifica-
tions, to which those of our foreign missiona-
ries are somewhat akin, which were conferred
on them in a miraculous manner.—On the day
of Pentecost, when"the Holy Ghost had fallen
on them, they began te speak with other

tongues, and of the multitudes who were then
at Jeruselem from every nation under heaven,
every man heard them speak in his own lan-
guage the wonderful works of God. Thus they
were not only well qualified for the ordinary
work of the ministry, but also fitted for being
efficient missionarics in any nation or any clime
under heaven.

It ought to be mentioned also, that the
Apostle Paul seems to have had a liberal educa-
tion, even previous to his conversion and call to
the apostleship. He had been brought up at
the feet of Gamalicl, a doctor of the Jewish
law; and the passages quoted by him from the
ancient Greek poets, (in Acts xvii, 28; 1 Cor.
xv, 83; and Tit. i, 12;) show that he wasac-
quainted with the classical literature of Greece.
He seems, indced, to have had a more finished
education than any of the other apostles, as is
evident from the style of his writings, and his
decp and powerful trains of argument. There
is good reason for believing that he wasnot
only the most laborious, but-also the most suc-
cessful of all the apostles; and thus his case
affords an evidence that God honorsand blesses
even mere human accomplishments, when de-
dicated to, and employed in his service, seeing
that, when all of the apostles alike enjoyed in-
spiration, he, that was the best accomplished,
was the most eminently useful.

It may be necessary to say a few words upon
a passage in the Acts, {iv, 3,) on which great
stress has been laid,—When Peter and John
had been brought before the Council, and
Poter had'made his defence, it is said, « Now
when they saw the boldness of Peter and John,
and perceived that they were unlearned and
ignorant men, they marvelled; and they took
knowledge of them that they had been with
Jesus’—Tle word (Katalabomenroi) bere ren-
dered perceived, would bLe fully better rendered
by the word understood, which is one of its
meanings, (as well as scize, lay fold on, calch,
&e., in an active sense, ) for there was certainly.
nothing in their present ‘appearance, especially
as it is said that Peter was filled with the Holy
Ghost, to lcad any onc to supposc that they
were unlearned and ignorant, though. they had
Leen so formerly;—but the Council having
caught the idea, or having apprchended that
they were s0, hence the reason why they mar-
velled at their present appearance. I think the
word understood conveys the true idea, and
cspecially when taken in connection with the
word (parresia,) here translated bolduess, but

Ke
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which also means clearnees and plainness of
speech, as in John x, 24; 2 Cor. iii, 12, and se-
veral other places. The Council had been pre-
possessed by the idea that Peter and John
were unlearned and ignorant men, and hence
they appear to have been utterly astonished at
the clear and able defence of Peter, in which
he shows by whose power and whose name

tie lame man had been cured—declares the re-

surrection of Christ—expounds and applies Old
Testament prophecy—-and proclaims the only
way of Salvation;—and, consequently, they
had recourse to the truc explanation of the pre-
sent ability and clearness with which the
apostles argued, namely, ihat they had been
under the teaching and training of Jesus.

Had the Saviour seen it tobe best to employ
rude and unlearned men as hig apostles, I have
1o doubt but his blessing would have descend-
ed on their labouis.—But I think it is very
evident he did not sce fit to do so; for having
chosen the men who are to be the messengers
of his Truth, he, first of all, prepares and quali-
fies them for their work, partly by a lengthened
course of instruction and éxample, and partly
by the miraculous gifts and endowments of his
Holy Spirit, and then blesses their labours.

The remarks I have made on the qualifica-
tiens of the apostles will serve to show with
what propriety those who push themselves
forward as preachers, with little or no previous
preparation, can claim the example of the apos-
tles as their warrant for so doing. Before their
claim to be the followers of the example of the
ppos;les car be admitted as valid, it may fairly

be demanded of them, “Do they, like the
gpostles, understand the Greek and Hebrew
languages, in addition to their own mother
tongue? Can they, like the apostles, discern
the spirits and the motives of men? Can ti.ey
reason like Paul2 Have they, for a number of’
years, studied theology, and all things pertain-
ing to the kingdom of God, under an able and
well qualified master in Israel, and devoted
their time wholly and exclusively to the study 2
And lastly, are they able, like the apostles, to
speak with tongues?

Our capdidates for the Holy Ministry can
never enjoy the same advantages which the
apostles did, neither is it to be expected that
they can ever come up to their attainments.
They can never enjoy the instructions of any
one at al} to be compared to Him in whom all
wisdom dwells, nor are the miraculous gifts of
the Holy Spirit jow to be enjoyed. But still
it is their duty to improve such advantages as
they do‘enjoy, ang aim at such qualifications ag
are attainable, so that they may go forth as
workmen that need not be ashamed, rightly di-
viding the word of tiuth, Masters in Ierael,
in whom the church can confide, wiil be found
to guide their studies, and train them for future
usefulness;—and & knowledge of languages, a
thorough acquaintance with theology, and an
ability to reason clearly, and to point the truth
with force to the consciences of men, must
now be acquired by lengthened, and patient,
and laborious study. .

T—. 4. B,

REVIEW.

THE PARABLE OF THE SOWER.

A Sermon preached in tho Church of Scarboro’, U. C., on Sunday, June 14, 1840, and at L’Amourcux,
July 12, 1840—By the Rev. W. H. Norris, Officiating Minister in the Township of Toronto.

This Sermon is dedicated to the' Bishop of
'oronto ““as a testimony,” as the writer tells
us “of my humble, though ardent admiration
of your unflinching advocacy of the pure doc-
trines and practices of Christ’s Holy Catholic
and apostolic Church.” 'When the sermon was
put into our hards we read it over, and except-

ing a few sentences which gave an uncertain
sound, we were satisfied with it as a useful
practical exposition of 2 very important passage
of holy writ. We laid it aside therefore with
no other feeling than good will towards its au-
thor. Meanwhile, however, we heard of his
cailing on certain families in one of the town-
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ships where the sermon was preached, and pre-
suming no doubt on his reputation as an author,
questioning them as to the authority of their
ininister to preach the gospel, and that in
the mauner rather of 2 constable or messen-
ger-at-arms, than as a caim lover of truth or
spiritual adviser. Henrmfr this, we were indu-
ced to give the discourse a sccond perusal, and
judge of our surprizéy when looking into Bishop
Beveridge’s worke, we find that the greater
part of it is not the writer’s own; but o barefaced
plagiarism from Dr. B’s discoursé on the Pafa-
ble of the Sower. We should always wishi to
be charilable to the author of a sermon—and if
sound in doctrine we should” hardly presume to
censure him for handling the subject in any
way, or adopting any style that is most natural

to express his own views and sentiments. We'

know it is a somewhat difficult task io writea
20dd sermon, and we should not despise any
tnbute, however small it might be; to the strcam
of our sacred literature, Nevertheless; asi™H-

gious journalists; we certainly hold it to be our
duty to require that what an author publishes
as his own, should not belong to another man.
When the jackdaw came dressed up in the plu-
mage of the peacock it was only an act of pro-
priety to manifest whose it was<-and tlie para-
ble holds in reference to authorship. It isa
special dishornbut done to the memory of an au-
tlior, When those writings on which he had
bestowed much care, and had bequeathed as his
best legacy to a grateful posterity, after being
garbled and interlarded by a less skilful hand,
are served up again to the public under a fulse
name. To allow this to pass without being
noticed, would be to connive at the giving of
praise where praise was not due, and withhold-
ing it where it was righteously carned, Ma-
ny othtr niinof onsiderations scem fo require
of journalists fo be vigilantin judging of the
authorsblp of writings that come under their
review; It is Horace, we think, who repre-
sents the public as feeling a peculiar interest in
authors, They point to them with the finger
in thepublic walks, and itis only right they
should not be under a mistake as to their identi-
ty. It would moreover be an anomaly in the
philosophy of mind which it would seem could
not be easily explained, how one who had the
nime of being ¢the ingenious author” of such
a book or pamphlet should yet give no other

symptoms of any ingenuity at all. He would
have the voice of Jacob and the.hands of Esau,
It is for such reasons we doubt not, that a pla<
giarism in common literature is so odious—but
we humbly think it is even more so in Sacred
literature. It appears tous that if tliefts are
censurable in the republic.of letters, they are
more so in the church of God. 'We must say,
too, we wonder greatly that an author who is
an advocate for the apostolic succession as cen»
tering exclusively in his own bishop, should
have exposed this doctrine to such eminent
peril by a literary larceny. Presbyterians are
moderately well read, and we donot think the
claim to the apostolical succession, would weigh_
a feather with them, if they found the virtue of
common honesty awanting in those who madé
it. It is not every one,' the author probably
knows whois capable of discussing with him the
historical part of the argument adduced for this
doctrine. The catalogue of & line of bisHops
for 1800 yearsis a nice affair which requires a
good logician to examine its relevancy—and
then few \vould have historical furniture enough
to ascertain its truth—and therefore we wonder
rhuch, how a champion who in a d.spute \vxth
the peasantry had such a high vantage g ground
on which to stand and bid dcﬁance o their mis-
siles, should have descended from this arena and
challenged distinction by his acqulremcnts in
theoloay. «We .cannot follow you,” they
would say, ¢ through the links of a chain that
terminates nearly two thousand years ago, in
the days of the apostles ; but we judge of apos+
tolic men not by their pretensions, but by their
products ; we know that ‘Fimothy never pilfered
any of the writings of Panl, neither did Paut
those of Timothy, nor Peter of Paul. We judgé
of what is before us—truth must be consistent,
and 1o licis of the truth”  We fear it would
be a poor set off to say with this autior, (for
we do not find the words in Bishop Beveridge’s
sermon)—<¢it is to the office, to the commissiony
not to the man that this deeply respectful con~
sideration is to be paid.”

But lest we should be thought fo malte avér:
ments without evidence, we shall now prove
our charge that the greater part of the sermont
does not belong to the author whose nawe it
bears, but to Blshop Bevenidge whosc name is
never once mentioned.
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BISHOT BEVERIDGE.

Among the many great blessings which this
kingdom enjoys above most others, there is
none greater than that the pure word of God is
go constantly read and preached in it, and_that
by officers authorised and appointed by Christ
himself, and therefore assisted by his Holy Spi-
rit in the doing of it, vol, 10, p. 253,

The greatest part are ©“as proud, as factious,
as intemperatce, as lascivious, as unjust, as un-
charitable every way, as vicious in their lives
and actions as if they had never heard one tit-
tle of God’s word in all their lives, p. 254.

There was not one sort of sced sown in bad
ground and other in good, but the same in
both ; and thercfore the reason why it grew
better in one place than another, could pot be
from the seed itself.

Secondly. We may observe that as the seed
was the same so was the sower. Behold saiih
Christ, 2 sower went forth to sow. One sow-
er. The seed was all sown by the same hand,
with the same art and care.  And therefore the
fault could not be in the sower, no more than
in the seed, why any of it perished.

¢ First therefore, Behold saith our Lord, a
gower, &c.

Now let us hearour Saviour’s explication of
it, &c.

By the sower is meant Christ, as he himself
saith in another parable in this chapter. He
that soweth the good seed is the son of man,
It is he by whom thie word of God hath been
spoken and dispersed all along and still is ; weé
are only his ambassadors, preaching only his
word, and that too only in his name and in his
stead, and therefore as the Thessalonians did,
so should all men receive it not as the word of
men, but as it is in trath,.the word of God.

By the way-side, is meant such as hear the
word, but do not understand’ it, or as the word
signifies do not regard or mind it, no more
than seed that is sown upon an hard pathway.
Though they hear it sounding in their ears,
they tzke but little notice of it.  Their thoughts
are gencrally taken up with other things,
one is thinking of his goods, another of his
houses or lands, a third of his chapmen, a fourth
of his debtors or creditors, a sixth of something
he did yesterday, and a seventh of something
he is to do tomorrow or next day.

There are many such haarers of God’s
words as these, I wish there be not many here
at this time.  But to all such, the word of God,
is like seed sown in the way side, ready to be
catchedup and devoured by the fowls of the
air. By the fowls of the air, ismeant the
wicked one, that is Satan or the Devil, who is
called the Prince of the power of the-air.

MR. NORRIS.

Of the many great advantages and blessings

which God's peewiar people enjoy, there is nonc
greater, than that the pure word of God is read
and preached umongst thera by persons set
apart, authorised and appointed by Christ him-
seify and therefore sanctified and taught by the
Holy Spirit, p. 8.
— As proud, as intemperale, as unjust, as un-
charitable every way, as viciousin their lives
and actions, as if no machinery for the over-
throw of sin, and the use of the sinner had been
formed by heaven,” p. 3.

One sort of seed was not sown in the bad
ground, and anotherin the good, but the same
seed in both, and thercfore the cause of suc-
cess in one place, and failure in_anotlier, could
not arise from defect in the seed.

Again, as the seed was the same, so was the
sower. Behold saith Christ, a sower went
forth to sow ; that onc sower, namely Chyist
himself. This seed sown by the same hand,
with the same skilland the same care, without
favor or partiality displayed in any portion of
the field, points again to the fact, that the rca-
son of unequal fruitfulness, must be sought
clsewhere than in the sower or the seed.

First thereforc, Bekold saith our Lord, &
sower, &c.

Hear our Saviour’s explication of it, &ec.

I repeat that by the sower is meant Christ,
as he himself saith in another parable, He that
soweth the good seed is the son of man, It is
be by whom the word of God has been
preached from the beginning and still is—we
arc only his ambassadors and representatives,
preaching only his word, and only in his name
and in his place ; and thercfore as by the
Thessalonians, so should it be received by alb
men, not as the word of men, but as it is in
truth, the word of God.

By the way side, is meant such as hear the
word, but do not regard it, any more than seed
sownon a hard pathway, they hear it in their
ears, but their thoughts are far away ; one is
thinking of his goods, another of his lands, anc-
ther of his friends, anothcr of something he did
yesterday, another of something he has to do
to morrow, and so on.

I grieve to say there are too many such hear-
ers.  May God grant there be not many here
at this time ; butto all such the word of God is
like seed sown in the way side,ready to be trod-
den down or devoured by the fowls of the air,.
by which is meant the wicked one or Satan,
whois called the Prince of the power of the air..

R R s A

<
i
<
4L
b



SRS T

B AT

ERG t

-i~:
E

Review.—The Parable of the Sower.

» BISHOP BEVERIDGE.

They (the stony ground hearers) receive it
notasthefirst did, only upon the top, but into
their hearte and affectione; for they receive it
with joy and gladness, being very much pleesed
with the good news of the gospel, to hear of
the pardon of their sins, of God’s sending his
son to be their Saviour, of his dying for them,
and of their obtaining salvation by him. This
affects them so, that they begin to walk in the
way to life, and make some progress in it, but
they do not go far. The least rub they mecet
with puts them out of the way.

There aremany * * who delight in drawing
nigh to God and performing their devotions to
him, who take a great deal of pains in serving
God, and doing good for some time, perhaps for
a good while, but when tribulation or persecu-
tion ariseth, because of the word, when they
cannot perform their duty to God without trou-
ble or danger to themselves, when they must
not only do, but suffer also for Christ, if they
will continue with him, then they are offended
and fall away, leaving him and his service for
the drudgery of sin, the world, and the devil;
and all because they are not well settled in re-
ligion, the root of the matter was not in them—
like the seed sown upon a rock where, having
no root, it must needs whither away. .

To the cares of this world and the deceitful-
ness of riches, St, Mark adds the lusts and de-
sires of other things ; and so St. Luke reckons
them up by the name of the cares, riches, and
pleasures of this life which, according to St.
John make up the sum total of this world, and
all thatis init. There are those thorns which
choke the seed when it is grown up. For this
seed was not sown by the way side, so as tobe
devoured by the birds, nor upon a rock,’so as
to-have no depth of earth totake root in, but it
was sowed in plowed mellow ground, where it
had good rooting, so that the stalk sprung up
1o the very car, yet after all, the thorns that
grew up with it hindered it from ripening.

There be many such hearers of God's word,
who are not so careless of what they hear as
to suffer the Devil to take it from them, nor so
ill grounded in religion, as not to understand,
what they ought to believe and do, but hear
the word so as to mind it, to understand it, to
think of it, to desire, and insome measure, cn-
deavor to live according to it, and this also to
the very time of harvest, or all their life-long,
so that there secem to be great hopes of fruit
in them. And yet the cares, the riches or the
pleasures of this life, spoil all, g0 that nothing
comes to perfection.

They take some care'to serve God, but more
to serve the world : they have some desire of

e
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* MR, NORRIS.

(They receive it) not as the first did, only on
the surface, but into their hearts and aftec-
tions, indecd, for the reusons just given, they
receive it with joy and gladness, being delight-
ed with the good news of the gospel, to hear of
the pardon of their sins, of God’s sending his
son to be their Saviour, of his dying for ﬁlcm,
and of their obtaining eternat sulvation by the
shedding,of his most precious blood. This af-
fects them so, as well it may, that they begin to
walk in the way which leadeth to eternal life;
they even make some progress in it, but not
much, The least obstruction they mect]with
staggers them.

They wished to become Christians, to de-
light in drawing nigh to God, and in perform-
ing their duty towards him, but when tribula-
tion or persecution ariseth because of the word,
when they can no longer perform their duty
to God without trouble or danger to themscl-
ves, when they must not only do, but also suffer
for Christ—when, if they will continue with
him, they must daily take up their cross and
follow him, then they arc oflfended and fall.
away, leaving him and his service for the
drudgery of sin, the world, and the devil, and
all on acconnt of their not being rooted and
built up in Christ, and established in the faith,.
and therefore in the day of trouble or persecu-
tion must certainly fallaway. :

To the cares of this world, St. Mark adds
the lusts and desires of other things, and so
St. Luke reckons them up by the name of the
cares, riches, and pleasures of this life, which
according to St. John, make up tho sum total
of this world, and all that isin it. Here are
the thorns which cholied the seed when it was
grown up : for thissced was not sown by the
way side, nor upon a rock, but where it bad
good gronnd, so that the stalk sprang up to
the very ear ; yet after all the thorns thet grew
up with it hindored it from ripening.

There be many such hearers of God’s word,
especially among the rich and powerful, who
are such lovers of pomp and pleasure, that the
thoughts of this world take from them all re-
gards for the next, although they are not so
ignorant as not know what is neccessary for
their salvation, to believe and to do ; indced
some hear the word so as to obey it, and en-~
deavor in some measure to live according to ity
and some do thisalmost to the very time of har-
vest, or all their lives, so that in these therc
seem great hopes of fruit ; but indolence and
security come over them, and then the cares,
the riches, or the pleasures of this life, destroy
:lel, and the hopes of perfection and fruit arc
ost.

Others had taken some care to serve God,
but more to scrve the world ; they had some
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heavenly, but more of earthly riches : they
take some delight in doing good, but more in
other things. And =o all the good inclinations
which the word of God had wrought in their
hearts, are overcome and stifled, either with the
cares, or with the riches, or else with the plea-
sures of this life,

We now come to those who are not héarers
only, but doers of the word, these are thus
represented to us in the parable, but other seed
fell into good ground and brought forth fruit,
some an hundred fold, some sixty fold, some
thirty fold. The meaning of which is thus ex-
plained in St. Matthew, v. 28, and to the same
purpose St. Luke, 8. 15.

They do not come to church only out of
custom to please their friends, or tobe thought
religious, neither do they cometo sleep, and
pass away their time to no purpose, much less
do they come to catch up something to throw
ut the preacher ; but they come with an honest
and good design, to hear God’s word, to know
his pleasure, to understand what he would have
them believe and do, that they may obtain and
continue in his favor, how they may serve and
honor him in this world, so as to see and en-
joy bim in the next.

Other people only hear it sounding i their
cars, these feel it working in their hearts and
taking root there.

Having thus gone through both the parable,
and the meaning of it, I come now to apply it
to you who are here présent. What do you
come to church for ? It ecither is the word of
God ye hear or it is not.

If it be not, why do yc come to hearit? If
it be, why do not ye mind it ? Do ye think
that Almighty God will suffer his word to be
slighted by his own creatures, without inflict-
ing some severe punishment upon you for it.

God grant that this (the condition of the
scrvant who knew and did not) be not the
case of any who hear me at this time, but that

¢ may all be in the number of the last sort of
hearers in the parable, who practised what they
heard, and brought forth fruit with patience. I
hope therc are some such among you, and,
therefore, I have a few things to say to them.
Whatsoever influence the word of God hath
had upon your minds, give him the praise and
honor of it, for though Paul himself planted
and Apollos watcered, it was God that gave the
increase. Andas a testimony of your gratitude
for it, acknowledga it to be the greatest bless-
ing you ever did or can receive on this side
heaven, far greater than if he had given you all
the crowns and sceptres upon earth, which, put
all together, are not comparable to one grain of
true grace and virtue; and, therefore, how littie
so ever it be, prize it as your greatest treasure,
for it is the pearl of great price.

MR. KORRIS,
desizc of heavenly, but more of earthly riches ;
they had taken some delight in doing good,
but more in other things : and so all the good
inclinations which the preaching and reading of
the word had wrought on their hearts are over-
come and stifled, cither with the cares, or with
the riches, or else with the pleasures of thislife.
We now come, &c.

They coinc nof to church only out of cus:
tom or to be thought religious—or if young
people to please perhaps their godly parents;
but they come with honest and good designs to
hear God’s word, to know his pleasure, to
understand what he would have them believe
and do, that they may obtain and continue in
his favor ; how they may serve and honor him
in this world, so as to see and enjoy him in the
next,

Other people only hear it sounding in their
ears, these feel it working in their hearts and
taking root there.

Having thus gone through the parable with
its meaning, I come now to applyit to youwho
are now here present. What do you come to’
church for? Iteither is the word of God you
hedr or it is not.

If it be not, why do ye cometo hearit? If
it be, why do ye not regard it? Do you think
that Almighty God—gracious, merciful, and
long suffering as he is, willsuffer his word to be
slichted by his own creatures, without inflicting:
some severe punishment upon you for it.

God grant that this be not the case of any

who hear me this'day, but that ye may all be -

in the number of the last sort of hearers in the
parable, who practised what they heard, and
brought forth fruit with patience; I -hope—I
trust—in fact, I believe that there are some
such among you; and, therefore, I beseech youy
that whatever influence the word of God hath
had upon your minds, give himthe praise and ho-
nor of it,for ‘though Paul himself planted and
Apolloswatered,it was God alone that gave the
increasey and, as a testimony of your gratitude,
acknowledge it to be the greatest blessing you
ever did or can receive during the period of youy
earthly pilgrimage, far greater than if he had
given you all the crowns and sceptres upon
earth, which, put all together, are not compa-
rable to one grain of true grace and virtue; and,
therefore, how little socver it be, prize it as

your greatest treasurc, for it is the pearl of’

great price,
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We gladly pass over the remaining three
pages without one remark. The above is suffi-
cient to shew the source from which the serimon
has been extracted, and the care the author has
taken in excluding certain obsolete expressions
to give it a greater appearance of freshness,
doubtless that the reader might not be led to
inquire why a modern divine appeared in the
costume of the seventeenth century. On the
whole, foritisa garbled view of Bishop Be-
veridge's scrmon, it must have cost the com-
piler a very considerable degree of trouble to

patch it up in the manner he has done, and had
he only proceeded openly with the undertuking,
charity would have led us to believe that it
was dictuted by u good motive—but when the
name of Bishop Beveridge is carefully conceal-
ed, and the sermon is inscribed, as we have
seen, to his bishop, as a testimony of an “ar-
dent admiration ” of his proceedings, it isim-
possible not to feel, ‘that there is a studied
effort made by the compiler, to dupe the read-
ing public into the belief that the discourse is,
bona fide, his own composition.

OBSERVATIONS ON THE POLICY OF THE UNIVERSAL PENNY POSTAGE LAW
IN GREAT BRITAIN.

[FOR THE CANADIAN CHRISTIAN EXAMINER.]

The great end shich governments have in
view is to raise their taxes from the people ac-
cording to their ability to pay. It is only rea-
sonable the poor should pay less, and the rich
should pay more of the sum needful for na-
tional support—but, here is the difficulty, how
are theincomes of men to be known so as to
rate them with their respective proportions 2=
No free government could ascertain this with-
out having recourse to inquisitorial measures
incongistent with its character, and thercfore
it has recourse not to the taxing of the incomes
of ihe people, but of the articles which their
circumstances require. It reasons in this way,
we cannot dive inlo your private recesses to
examine your coffers, but we know fiow money
is expended, and we will rate commodities with
taxes according as they are used by the rich
man or by the poor, and in this way we shall
accomplish the desired end of raising a revenue
from the people according to their means. Ac-
cordingly gold and silver plate are heavily taxed
on the principle, that the man who uses such
valuable articles must needs be a man of capi-
tal. Taxes also are levied from stamps accord-
ing to the amount of the sum mentioned in the
writing. Taxes also are levied from articles of
food and clothing which men use, the tax be-
ing usually directed to articies which zre un-
derstood to be of the nature of a luxury, and
not requisite to the subsistence of the great
mass of the people. The incidence of taxes
being of such importance in national economics,

it has received the special attention both of le-
gislators and of speculative writers; and in
Great Britain and her colonies, it may be freely
admitted, that taxation is apportioned according
to the people’s ability to pay. But though in
the limited view which financiers take of things,
there is little to object against the incidence of
taxes, yet there is another view of the subject,
which it is to be feared has not been sufficient-
ly attended to, and that is the ultimate effect
of a tax, whether it has a tendency to foster
vice or virtue, ignorance or knowledge among
a people. Most people who have thought on
these subjects would admit that a heavy tax on
an article like soap would be unwise, secing
the effect of it would be to diminish the con

sumption of the article, and most probably to
increase diseasc among the people, by giving
them less facility to cleanliness in their persons
and clothing. A tax upon gardens would doubt-
Jess be also an injurious one, as it would have
the effect of discouraging a peculiarly useful
kind of cottage industry, And soalso a tax
upon agricultural produce would be generally
reprobated, as tending to diminish production,
and consequently cutting off the economical
resources of a kingdom. But there has beena
tax which the people have borne with a pa~
tience so wonderful, that Iknow not whether
to ascribe it to apathy or forbearance—a tax le-
vied upon the indulgence of the best feelings of
our nature, as well as upon general education,
and now happily removed (I hope for ever), in
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the mother country——1 mean the heavy taxes
raised by the post oflice. IIad all the letters
which passed the.post office had a reference to
business—to mere matters of pound shillings
and pence, it would have been reasonable
cnough to have levied a tax upon them, as it
would have fullen upon persons engaged in mo-
ney transactions, aud who might afiord a tithe
of it to the public treasury—but when it is re-
membered that a large proportion of these let-
ters refer not to business, but to private and
domestic concerns, being the medium whereby
the members of families and others, separated
in the course of Divine Providence, communi-
cate with cach other of their welfare,—a tax
here comes to be of a pernicious tendency, sce-
ing it opposes what is good and beneficial to
the best interest of the community.

The end which a wise government has in
vicw, is semething bigher than the mere col-
lection of revenue—it is, or at least ought to
be, the intellectual and moral well-being of the
people. Iexnce the schools which are upheld
for the training of youth in all stages of their
progress to manhood—not to speak of the train-
ing of children by the mother, herself educated,
and therefore the most accomplished of 2l in-
structors, consisting in the repression of evil
purposes and desires, the cncouragement to
things lovely and of good report, and the com-
munication of the elements of revealed truth
according to the capacity of the child—we
have besides infant schools where professional
{cachers are prepared by superior knowledge
end experience to supplement any deficiency in
parents, and to prepare the child both physical-
1y and mentally for the active pursuits of life,
and the-more successful prosccution of litera-
ture in the higher schools—then there are all
the grades of tuition, from the simple reading
and writing of the village school to the
janguages and mathemalics of the academy—
there are also our colleges and mechanics’ in-
stitutes where grown up persons are carricd
through a full course of science and literature;
and Jast of all, we have the pulpit wherea sys-
tem of religion and morality is unfolded, comn-
parcd with which the lessons of Socrates and
Plato were only the dreams of children ; and
overaud above we have the writings of the
men of many generations, the product of the
loftiest and holiest intelects that have adorned
the world, no longer shut up within the walls
of cxpensive libraries, but made patent by
means of the art of jrinting to 2ll orders of
men in the land,—and then there is the seal of

the blood of martyrs to the principle, that-it is
just and rightcous that the fountains of know-
ledge should be kept open, ay, and that a holy
violence should be used in urging the people to
come and drink of the perenninl stregms, and
yet when onc comes to consider the effect of
the taxes that were levied upon letters, he will
find that we have sought to suppress that which,
by our.many national endowments, we seemed
in carnest to cncourage. We have sought to
extract a revenue from the superior tastes and
acquirements of educated persons, when it
would have been more consonant with our edu-
caticnal policy to have stimulated them by a
bounty. The impolicy of a tax on letters is so
manifest, that I cannot help thinking it origin-
ated in simple avarice, and has been permitted
to exist by means of the blinding influence of
custom. The British Government in past times
gave high bounties on fish and other commodi-
ties, thatis, it :nade great pecuniary sacrifices
to bring them to market, and yct in reference
to the infcrchangc of sentiment between ab-
sent friends, a higher and purer enjoyment than
meat and drink,—it has sought to repress it by
the imposition of a tax. Tn so far as the ope-
ration of the tax was concerned, it struck a
heavy blow at that which gives to education,
much of its importance. It virtually said, sub-
1mit to us two fumilies, oncall alive to the higher
affections of our nature, and another of leaden
hearts and sympathies, and inasmuch as we
have an end to accomplish, namely, the raising
a certain amount of money, we shall give en-
couragement 1o the latter over the former, we
shall tax the one, but we will not tax the other.
Uit is a mark of depravity ¢fmind to be without
natural affection, the post office tax did its
worst to increase it.  Who has not had occa-
sion to witness the longings of parents in- the
hu.abler walks of life, scparated by perhaps
only thirty miles from a beloved child sojourn-
ing in a strange place? They would wish to
hold an uninterrupted communication with her
in her transition state, between leaving a fa-
ther's roof; and being set at the head of a house
of her own. They would wish, like the Ba-

nian tree, still to hold by the tender shoot, un-

til in its turn it has taken root in the ground—
but the tax on letiers interposed a veto. ¢ You
shall not communicate with your absent child,”
was the reply. #She needs all the counsel and
encouragement you can give her, and this duty,
belongs to you, but we will tax you in perform-.
ingit. Shenceds warningsagainst the tempter,
line upon line, and precept upon precept, here
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4 little and thero a little—but we want money,
and if the payment is beyond your means, all
you have to do is to break up corresponding
with your child.” This was the language of
the tax, and I say it was unworthy of a legis-
lature professing christianity. Againa mother
has a son gone to a city some forty miles dis-
tant to serve as apprentice to 2 master. I do
not here speak of the luxury of a letter to a
boy in such circumstances, though it is like
cold water to the thirsty soul, I speak of the
excellency of sucha medium of communication
as divinely fitted to keep him walking in the
paths of wisdom and holiness. Andyet at this
crisis, when the influence of one whose friend:
ship is pure as the light of heaven, and stronger
than death, is specially required,—when notall
the parade of our judgesand officers of police,
nor the terror of otir jails, nor the glaring
charity of our asylums can avail, there is one
to whom God hath given the wisdom and the
grace to speak with power to the stranger, and
to fortify him against the seducing sophistries
of evil companions, and this one is a poor, but
educated mother—but oh! see how cruel have
been the tender mercies of our laws !'—She is
not allowed to utter 2 word, because she has
not money to put into the treasury. And so
separated as much from her, whom a gracious
providence had appointed (for a bricf scason
indeed, seeing life is short) his guardian angel,
he is left with a heart wounded by the disrup-
tion of the tenderest feelings of our nature, to
the wayward influcnces of an ungodly comn-
panionship. It isin vain that weseek to patch
up by remedial measures the rupture which cur
folly and avarice produce in the tosom of so-
cicty. Associations may beadded to associa-
tions, and we may have all the apparatus of
presidents and the bustle and the combination
of membership, but so long as we discounte-
nance the special affections with which God
hath blessed individuals when he grouped them
into families, we shall find that our efforts are
in vain—%for the bed is shorter than that a
man can stretch himself on ity and the covering
narrower than that he can wrap himself in it.”

Some may be ready to say that the post-ofiice
tax was a small matter, and that I overrate its
importance—}tut whatever is wrong in principle
cannot be viewed as of small importancc—a
bedy that is continually moving on, though its
progress may be slow, will overtake another
body that progresses by fits and starts—an evil
tendeacy unless checked must work out only
cvil, and the most costly apparatus for good

may not be able to cousterwork it, sccing the
ohe is uniform and the other occasional—the
one is always, acting, the other is somctimes
in astate of repose. That the post-office should
be made to pay all the expenses incidental to
the establishment, is most reasonable, that it
should be made a source of revenue to the
countiry is what I positively deny—and on this
important ground, that we are thus indirectly
taxing education. What would be thought of
a yearly tax upon each child that a parent might
choose to send to school? It would be gene-
rally reprobated as unwise, seeing iis tendency
would be to disceurage cducation. Under the
operation of such a tax, it would be wisely con-
cluded that parents would either gradually with-
draw their children from the school, or they
would so diminish the period of their attendance
that the cause of education would receive a se-
rious injury. Now the same effect will be pro-
duced by going alittle farther down in the pro-
cess, and laying an arrest on some of the
important ends which education is meant to
promote. A direct tax upon soap, I havesaid,
would be Injurious as diminishing the use of an
important ariicie in domestic economy, but the
same effect might be produced, if we taxed the
aud for which it was used. Ifa clean garment
was taxed, whileafilthy garment was free, the
result would be preciscly equal toatax upon the
soap. And so 2 tax upon the tradesman who is
dutiful enough to keep up a correspondence with
hischild when separated from him, while he who
who keeps up no correspondence is exeepted,
the tendency 1 say of sucha tax would be, to
to render writing so much the less an object of
pursuit amoung this class of men. A large sec-
tion of the people would reason that they had
little need of this branch of cducation,and there-
fore they would not put themsclves to the ex-
pense and trouble of acquiringit. Andthus the
blessed cffects whichour educationalinstitutions,
whether voluntary or cndowed, arc intended to
to promote, namely, the progressive advance-
ment of the people in knowledge, witl e
counteracted by the pernicious cifects of this
tax. And then it docs not ccasc at thiy
stage in its declension.  Blan can subsist with-
out cducation. And this is thc controversy
which free Protestent states have with the an-
cicnt despotisms of the papacy, namcly, that the
common people must and ought to beeducated.
And who does not know, that to men in this
world, with many propensitics to cvil, edaca~
tion is all up-hill work, and consequeatly ti:c
Papal system has many allics—where then ars
Le
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yoit to stop? It is not needful the people
should bo able to pen and composea letter—
well—it is only going a step farther to say that
it is not needful the people should be able to
read with fluency—Iet them be only taught to
spell their books as was the case at ne distant
period—and so by picce-meal deductions, you
would soon bring it to this, that there wasno
need for education at all.

It is with much satisfaction that I would
hail the improvement made by our government
by their late legislation on this matter.” They
have thrown open a door for the advancement
of education among the labouring classes which
had previously been closed.  dlembers of Par-
liament and the Peers of the realm had possess-
ed the privilege of franking their letters; that
is, they couild send them to any part of the
kingdom at the small cost of one penny. Dut
this privilege is abolished, or rather is equalized,
and now the peer and the peasant can alike for-
ward their letters to their friends on the sume
terme. Of course this branch of the revenue

Letter lo the Editor.

has fallen off in consequence of such a reduc-
tion.—But as the capital of the country is inno
respect diminished, the needful amount can be
re-appropriated by the government by means of
a less odious impost. 'T'he effect of this mea-
sure will assuredly tend to the encouragement
of education among the people. Itwill-give to
general cducation that fair scope of which it had
been formerly deprived—and if the Reformers
had cause of rejoicing when the art of printing
was invented, saying that it would no longer
be in the power of Popes or councils to bar the
door of scriptural knowledge, the philantro-
phists in our times have a like cause of joy, in
the passing of an act removing a grievous incu-
bus from the educated part of the community,
an act that will enuble the humblest as well-as
the highest in the land to maintain an uninter-
rupted correspondence with their friends und
relatives—and though absent in body to be pre-
sent in spirit—to bear each other’s burdens ; to
rejoice wjth them. when they rcjoice, and to
weep with them when they weep.

TO THE EDITOR OF THE CANALTAN CHRISTIAN EXAMINER.

DEear Sin,—I was disappointed when read-
ing in your excellent Magazine some account
of the proceedings of the Synod of the Presby-
terian Church in Canada, in connection with
the Church of Scotland, to find among the va-
rious Addresses they had voted, there was one
they appear to have omitted, I mean an Ad-
dress to the Ministers of our Church at home,
who luve so nobly resisted the attemipts of the
Court of Session, to lay the yoke of an un-
limited patronage on the necks of the people.

I am an old man, and I have been acquainted
with the wrestlings of the Church of Scotland
to be frec of this yoke almost from my infancy.
1t was alweys refreshing to my spirit whenl
rcad of ministers persevering in this good
cause, 3nd like Gideon and the three thousand
that were with him, though ¢faint, yet pursu-
ing? I remember in my youth, hearing many
godly ministers and people bearing their tes-
timony aguinst patronage. It has been account-
ed a grievance for more than & hundred years.
And the original burghers, for I do not speak of

the voluntaries, tqok up this ground in opposi-

tion to the ruling party in the church, who did
their utmost to force high-handed patronage
upon the people. It is a cause, however, cf
much joy and thankfulness that the: grounds
which led to the secessicn are recmoved by the
downfall of that party and of their Erastian po-
licy, and better days have begun to dawn upon
the land. It was no more than what was re-
quired of those on whom the garment of
Witherspoon, Erskine, and Moucricff had fallen,
when, in the course of a gracious Providence,
they found they had a majority in the General
Assembly to act upon their own testimony, and
restore the privileges of the Chnstian people
according to the constitution of the church,
whatever eonscquences might ensue, and this
they did by virtue of the veto law passed in the
Assembly, of 1884. One good turn leads to
another, and so this, as every one knows, was
the signal for the original burghers rallying
around the church of their fathers. I was
one of that body, and I need hardly say, there-
forc, that it gladdened my heart exceedingly to
hear of the vigor with whieh the contest
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against patronage was carried on in Scotland.
—-And when in this distant land I heard of the
steadfastness of Dr. Chalmers in behalf of the
Christain people, and read his noble speeches
expounding the just and-Secriptural distinction
between the province of the civil magistrate
and the church courts; and when I read too of
Dr. Makeilar, the present moderator, and
others, appearing at the bar of the Court of
Session with the ministers of the Presbytery of
Dunkeld, willing, like the ancient worthics, to
suffer shame for the cause of Christ, I felt that
the Church of Scotiand was far dearcr to me
than ever, and I could say with Deborah and
Burak—¢“My heart is toward the governors of
Isracl who ofiered themselves willingly.”

My advice then is, that ina great fight of
afilictions,we should give what help we can to
our fathers and brethren. Our voice may be
feeble, but a voice lifted among the woods of
Canada, bearing testimony to the truth that
the church has her privileges which no law of

man may overbear, is well fitted to strengthen
their hands, It is well knowh how much the
Presbyterians in Holland encouraged our church
while in her sufferings from the prelates after
the second Reformation, T have seen a whole
volume of epistles from Christians in that
country to their suffering brethren in Scotland,
sympathising with them in their aftlictions, and
charging them to be faithful, for it was the
cause of God they had espoused. 1 think,
therefore, sir, connected as we are so closely
with the church of Scotland, it is our duty, for
T hope it is not too late, to come forward at
this great crisis, and to give an expression of
our devoted attachment to her interests, and
our cordial approval of the principles for which
she is contending. Iloping this will bereceived
fn the spirit in which it is written,
I am, dearsir,
Yournost obedient servant,
JOHN HOGG.
York Mills, 22nd Sent., 1840.

HISTORY AND CULTURE OF RHUBARB.

History.—The first species of Rhubarb cul-
tivated in this country, was the Rheum rhapon-
ticum ; it is 2 native of Asia; but by whom it
was introduced is unknown. The ancient
Greeks called the root of commerce ¢ Rhabar-
barum,” because it grew plentifully on the
banks of theriver Rha, (Wolga) in Russia. The
Greeks, however, of more modern times, chang-
ed its name to “Barbaricum,” because it was
brought to Barbary for sale. The species so
much in use at that time, has till lately been
generally believed to be the R. palmatum ; but
Mr. David Don has satisfactorily proved 1t to
be the R. australe, of Mr. Don’s *¢Fiora Ne-
palensis,” and the R. Emodi of Dr. Wallich. It
1s, however, very probable, that the roots of
various species arc used, as the bark of various
species of Cinchona is collected as the true
bark. By what means, or to whom maukind is
indebted, for the discovery of the medicinal
quality of the roots, is totally unknown ; it is,
however, probuble, that its virtues were appre-
ciated by the ancient physicians: for Dioscori-
des, physician to Anthony and Cleopatra, wrote
on its qualitics, in lus work on Botany aud
Medicine, published jyst before the Christian
Era, where he recomfnends it against weak-
nesses of the stomach, discases of the liver, &c.

&c. Galen also, another Greek Author, who
wrote on medicine about a century, afterwards,
strongly recommends it for diseases of the liver.
Paulus [Egineta, who is said to have been the
first man that practised midwifery, appears to
have first used rhubarb as an opening medicine.
The roots were brought from China, where
Michael Boyne, in his “Flora Siensis,” pub-
lished at Vienna in 1636, says ihe plantis a
native, and grows in greai abundance. It was
introduced from thence by Tartary to Aleppo,
Damascus, and Alexandria, and thence reached
Vienna. It was not known to Europe, till 1585,
when the Chinese brought the roots for sele to
the city of ‘Goa in India. Valmont Beaumare
states, that somesoldiersin the army of Charles
the V. brought it to Spain from Africa about
the same time.  This does not appear unlikely,
for the dreadful disease, which the followers of
Columbus brought from America into Spain,
spread with such fearful rapidity, thatit became
indispensable to adopt meesures to stop its vio-
lence; it seems therefore probable, this drug
was introduced as a remedy ; for Garcilasso de
Ja Vega, who died in the year 1356, mentions
risubarb as a sovereign cure; for the evil of the
newls: discovered world.

The Portuguese were the first who brought
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rhubarh by sea from Canton; but the Datch
goon obtained a part of this trade. In 1597,
Gerard mentions, that himself and others had
it growing in their gardens, exclusively for use
in medicine, and relutes @ curious anecdote,
relative to its use in case of an ague : he says,
«]learned a notable cxperiment of one John
Bennet, o Chirurgeon, of Maidstone, in Kent ;
a man as slenderly learned as myselfe, which
hee practised vpon 2 butcher’s boic of the sume
towne. Being desired to cure the foresaide
ladde of an ague, which didde greenovsly vexe
him, hee promised him a medicine, and for want
of one for thee presente, hee tooke out of his
garden threc or fower leaues of the plante of
rhubarbe, which myselfe had among other sim-
ples given him, which hee stamped and strained
with a draught of sle, and gave it thee ladde
to drink ; it wrought extremely downwarde and
upwarde within one hower after, and never
ceuassed vatill night. Inthe ende, the strengthe
of the boie ouercame the force of the physicke,
it guec ouer working, and the ladde loste his
ague.”?

Although in the present day, we set great
value on the medicinal virtues of this root ; yet
the principal reason of its cuitivation in our
gardens, is for the stalks, which are served up
in creams, made into tarts, &c. and medical
men have all recommended them as amongst
ihe]most cooling and wholesome tarts sent to
table,

Rhubarb cultivated in this country is found
to equal for medicinal purposes, that of foreign
growth. The palinated leaved was first planted
in this country in 1763, and the “London So-
ciety of Arts” in 1792 awarded a gold medal
to Sir Wm. Fordyce, for raising $00 plants of
this species from seeds, in the preceding year.
In 1798 it was awarded to Mr. Thomas Jones.
In 1794 Mr. Wm. Hayward, of Oxfordshire,
received it for propagating rhubarb by offsets
taken from the crowns.of large plants instead
of seceds ; and in the same year another was
awarded to Mr. Ball, for his method of preserv-
ing the roots for use in medicine. Dr. ‘Tirrno-
gel, of Stockholm, states that no roots should
be taken up till they have been planled ten
years, and that they should be taken out of the
ground in winter, before the frosts setin, or
ea:ly in the spring, and immediately cut in
picces, and carefally barked ; they should then
be spread upon a table for three or four days,
and be frequently turned, that the juice may
thicken or condense within the roots. After
this process, make a hole in cach picee, and put
a thread through it; by which let them hang
separately, either within doors or some sheltered
situaiion.

All medical men acknowledge two virtues in
rhubar, that of evacuating bilious humours,
and that of fortifying by its astringency the
fibres of the stomach and intestines. Lord:
Bacon remarks “that rhubarb has manifestly in
it, parts of contrary operations; parts that

purge, and parts that bind the body, and the
first lie looser, and the latter lie deeper : so that
if you infuse rhubarb for an hour, and crush it
well, it will purge better, and bind the body
less after the purging than if it stood 24 hours.”
‘The principle in which the active property ex-
ists, Is supposed to be a peculiar chemical sub-
stauce called Rhubarbarin.

Srecies axp Varieries.—These have now
become rather numerous, but the sorts generally
cultivated for tarts &c. are the following i~

1 Wilmot’s, 4 Elford, 7 Gigantic,

2 Coxc’s, 5 Hybird, 8 Rhapontic,

S Judd’s, 6 Buck’s, 9 Palmate-leaved

Of these Wilmot's, and the Gigantic, may
be considercd decidedly the best; the former
being a most excellent forcer, and the latter
grows to an amazing large size without rank-
ness. ‘The palmate-leaved is held up by many
as amongst the best for tarts. A. T. Thomp-
son, Esq. M. D. remarks in the Gardener's Ma-
gazine, that he has tried the leaf-stalks of al-
most every species’of rhubarb cultivated in
Great Britain, and none, in his opinion, are
equal to the palmatum; he judges they are
more succulent,. less fibrous, and contain a
muceh larger supply of rheumic acid, than those
of any other species. Others again are decid-
cdly opposite in their judgment, and compluin
of its strong medicinal taste, and its dry ang
wiry leaf-stalks. Now according to our ideas
both these opinions are perfectly correct ; if the
rools are planted in strong land, and an exposed
situation, the stalks in general are hoth dry
and wiry ; if on a very wet bottom in any kind
of’ soil, they have a stroug rank acid, but if
they are planted in light rich soil in o north or
north-west border, their stalks will be found to
cqual, if sot surpass those of the hybridum ox
Rhapouticun:,

CurTurE AND PrOPAGATION.—All the soris
may-be propagated either by seeds or dividing
the roots, the former is the best mode, making
by far the finest plants, although in many casecs
division answers extremely well ; care must
always be taken to retain a good bud on the
crown of cach section, and to plant them on
good ground, well trenched and manured. Itis
usual with many gardeners to blanch rhubarb
carly in the season, which decidedly improves
the flavour and appearance, and the stalks re-
quire less sugar to make them palatable, than.
when exposed to the open 2i¢; this may be ac-
complished by large Seca-cale pots, either with
or without dung, but if this blanching be done
out of the natural season of growth, it comes
under the denomination of forcing. To ac-
complish this properly with little expense and
trouble, has led gardeners to adopt many ine-
thods. One of the first practised, was placing
large pots or handglasses ¢ver the roots, and
covering them with a good thickness of hot
dung; after the manner of forcing Sea-cale,
Although great crops may be obtained this:
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way, the stalks are very liable to be much broken
by growing against the sides or tops of the
pots ; to remedy this evil Mr, Judd, of Edmon-
ton, covered his bed with open frame work,
around, and on which he placed the dung. On
this system it grew very fine, and required
much less attention than with pots or glasses.
Another method is to take the roots up careful-
iy. and plant them in & fluid mushroom shed,
either in a bed of tan, or in pots and boxes
filled with light soil, or tan, and allowed a tem-
perature of 45 to 55 or 60 degrees. Tanis
preferable to soil, because it receives the water
more freely when given to the roots, and Mr.
Knight has satisfactorily shown that the roots
of all pernnial herbaceous plants, contain with-
in themselves, all the organizable matter, ne-
cessary for the formation of the leaves, und
therefore require little or no soil, but only heat
and water for their developement. After the
forcing season the rootsare divided and planted
on a north border, and the strongest selected
for forcing again the following season. ‘This
method we believe is practised at Liford, Kirk-
ley Hall, Pinkic House, Scotland, and many
other places. We have found the system of
forcing in Mushroom sheds to produce large
crops, of an cxcellent quality ; and with some
exceptions, it may be reckoned one of the best
methods in use. We Have observed, however,
that where much fermentation is going on, with
new beds, the colour of the stalks have been
materially injured, and the flavour nothing neer
s0 good as when grown under other circum-
stances. Others again take up old roots of
four or five years standing, and plant them in
large pots of rich mould, as thick as the roots
can be placed in each pot ; these potsare taken
either toa peach-house, greenhouse, pine-pit or
any other place where they can have a good
heat, but experience has taught us thut old
roots when forced, never produce stalks so fine
as young roots under simiiar treatment. Ano-
ther method practised at Holly-Bush Hall, near
Lichfield, is found very successful, particularly
with the strong growing sorts; it is true a very
large quantity of dung is required to give &
sufficient heat in severe weather, but where it
can be accomplished it answers extremely well.
The young roots are permanently planted two
feet apart, in beds three feet wide, with alleys
betwixt them two feet wide, and one and a half
feet deep. In the antumn, after the leaves are
off, fork the beds over, to the depth of four
inches, and break the soil small with 2 rake
head, then place a Sea-cale pot over each root,
and cover the soil'in the inside with dry sand
six inches thick ; this done fill up the trenches
with dung from the stables, well shaken to-
gether, and-carry it up in one foot three inches
above the beds, then cover the beds with dry
littery straw, to the height of one foot three
inches above the tops of the pots. The sides
of the beds should be built up with bricks and
pigeon-holed.
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The system of culture we would recommend,
is one that we have practised ourselves with
the greatest success; and first we shall give 8
detuil of our method of

Sowixe Tui Seep,—About the end of Fe-
broary or beginning of Marchmake up a bed of
stable dung about three fect high at the back,
and two feet six inches at the front; when
well beaten down with the fork, and nicely
levelled off; set on a frame of the size required,
and lay on the bed, about nine inches thickness
of good light rich mould, mixed with a third of
good roiten dung, beat these ingredients well
together; and when the surfaceis level, scatter
the seeds broadcast, and cover them about half
an inch thick, with the same eoil broke fine ;
then put on the glasses, and in ubout three
wecks the plants will be up.  As soon as they
begin to appear, give abundance of air, and
continue to increase it, so that in April the
glasses may be taken cff aitogether, they will,
however, yequire protection from frosts at
night, until they are ready to plant out in the
open ground, which will be in May. .

Praytive Ovr. —If it is intended to plant
out for permanent use, select a quarter of good
rich soil, and trench it about three feet decp,
adding a good supply of well rotted dung; be
careful, however, in trenching, not to bury all
the top spit of soil in the bottom of the trench,
but reserve it for the roots to be planted in, for
they will thrive much better in it, than in that
taken up so far from the surface. Then plant
the roots in rows six feet apart, and four feet
from root to root in the rows, for the smaller
growing sorts, as Wilmots, &c., and six feet
from root to root for the Gigantic and other
strong growing kinds. Or if planted on Dr.
Bevan's ‘system, stated vol. 1, page 486, they
grow very fine. None of the stalks sliould be
gathered the first or sccond years, but in the
third season they may be used as required. Cut
off'all the flower stalks as soon as they begin:
to shew flower, except such as may be left to
collect seed from, which should always be the
finest. Never gather the stalks to excess late
in the summer, for if this be not attended to,
they will so fur degenerate as to throw up the
following season a complete wood of spindling,
stringy stalks, scarcely fit for use; whereas, if
treated properly, they will continue to produce
abundantly for many years.

Gexerar CurTure.—All the culture requir-
cd after planting out, is to keep them free from
weeds during summer, znd to forkin a good coat
of rotten dung cvery spring ; the crowns
should ulso be covered with a portion of half-
rotted dung; to preserve them from being in-
jured by frost in winter.

Prayrive ovr For IForcing.— Take the
plents from the hot-bed where they were sown,
and plant them in rows eighteen inches apart
every way, on ground previously well-dunged
and trenched two feet deep. Stir the soilabout
them occasionally during summer to encourage
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their growth, and by the time they are two
years old, the reots will be very fine, and at that
age best calculated to force.

Monk or Forcing.—The best maode of fore-
ing, and one attended with the least trouble, is
1o place a small [rame of one or two lights in a
peach-house, stove, or forcing pit of any kind,
and having put in 2 sufficiency of old barlk, take
up a quantity of roots without breaking them,
and plunge them in the bark as thick as they
can be put together, until the frame is filled;
then cover them down with wooden covers, or
the glasses belonging the frame will do, provid-
ing mats be thrown over to exclude the light.
If they become dry, water them as often as they
require it; and in about a fortnight the stalks
will be ready for use. When the first half of

the frame has begun to shoot up, fill the other

part after the same manner; and when: it has.

grown a little, remove the roots first put in,
and fill up with a fresh supply, and continue to
do -0 until the forcing season is over: the roots
forced may be either thrown away or planted;
but we would not advise to force them again,
as young two year old plauts are far better.

Those persons who have no forcing-houses,
may have rhubarb something earlier, by placing
sea-cale pots with looge tops over the roots
without dung; and when the stalks get to the
top of one pot, take off the lid, and place ano-
ther pot upon it: this will allow them to grow
to a great length, without danger of breaking.

J. Paxray,

PASTORAL VISITS TO EMIGRANT SHIPS.

The following is the account of pastoral vi-
sits made by the Rev. Dr. Thorburn, of South
Leith, to two emigrant ships laying off in the
roads. The scason was most interesting—the
providence of God and his word preaching the
same truth that here we are strangers. May
we and ali, ever keep the same in remem-
brance.

I have to apologize for not having long before
this, in compliance with your request, trans-
mitted to you an account of tlre visits which in
the course of last year T made to two vessels
with emigrants for Australia. -

I was led to make these visits, in consequence
of the Committecof the Edinburgh Bible Society
having resolved to employ the Committee of
the Leith -Auxiliary, 6f which I am Secretary,
as their agents in supplying vessels, with emi-
grauts to America_and Australia with copies of
the Scriptures. The first vessel I visited was
the Hero—a vessel freighted by Government to
carry out emigrants to Australia, and which
sailed in the month of May last. On calling at
the office of the agent for the purpose of ascer-
teining wken it would be convenient (6 go on
board, I met the captain, to whom I stated the
object for which I wished to visit the vessel. He
expressed his cordial approbation, and'said that
his boat would be in readiness to take me off to
the roads, where the vessel was then laying, at
whatever hour I should appoint. Having fixed
an hour, and obtained an ample supply of Bibles
and Testaments, copies of the Cominittees Ad-
dress 1o Imigrants, and a number of tracts, I
went off; accompanied by my friend Mr. Thom-

son of the Floating Chapel. On inquiring into
the wants of the emigrants, who were chiefly
agricultaral Jabourers, and about 170 in num-
ber, we found that they were generally provided
with copies of the Scriptures. Many families,
however, were not sufficiently supplied, and
gladly availed themselves of the opportunity of
being furnished at reduced rates, or gratuitous-

1y, with additional copies of the Sacred Volume.

It was highly gratifving to witness the delight

which many parents secmed to experience, on’

obtaining copies for each member of their fami-
lics: and the happiness of the children on re-
ceiving Bibles or T'estaments which they could
call their own.

Having finished the distribution of the Scrip-
tures, I mentioned to the surgeon and mate,
who had the charge in absence of the captain,
who was detained on shore, that I appeared on
board not only as the agent for the Bible So-
ciety, but as a minister of the Church of Scot-
land, and that I felt desirous to read to the
passengers an address to emigrants by the
Colonial Committee of the General Assembly.
Arrangemenis were immediately made for
assembling the possengers and crew on deck,
and as soon as they wereall met, I mounted on
the top of a chest, and spoke to them of the
interest felt by the Church of Scotland in those
of her children who went to fereign parts; and
in proof of the anwiety felt to promote their spi-
ritual well-being, I mentioned thata very in-
teresting address to emigrants had recently been
drawn up by the Colonial Committee, Ithen
read the address. It was listened to with deep

attention ; and at the close, I distributed copies

C e vl zeaet e
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of it amongst them, which were received with
much avidity, The surgeon having intimated
his intention to conduct worship during the voy-
nge, several suitable sermons (chiefly Burder's)
were given to him for that purpose ; und a Li-
brary belonging to the Edinburgh and Leith
Seaman’s friend Society, and a number of tructs,
were committed to his care for the use of the
emigrants. After singing the second para-
phrase, and commending all on board to the
guardian care of the Shepherd of Israel, my
fricnd and I badethem farewell. Thisvisit took
place on Friday, 8rd May. It was thenintend-
ed that the vessel should sail on the following
afternoon, or early on Sabbath morning ; and,
conscquently, Mr. Themson and I:left under
the impression that we should see their faces
no more on this side of the grave,

The vessel did not set sail so carly as was
anticipated ; and with great zeal Mr. Thorburn
exerted himself, along with Mr. Thomson, to
make arrangements for having service on board
on Sabbath.

Mr. Thomson agreed to take the forencon
service. On Sabbath morning, however, the
wind blew so high, that although the boat was
lowered from the stern, it was found impossi-
ble toallow it to leave the vessel. Between
sermons my triend came to me deeply morti-
fied on account of the disappointment he had
expericnced. But as both of us felt equally
anxious, if possible, to embrace the opportunity
of addressing the emigrants, we resolved to
apply for the use of a small steamboat, belong-
ing to the Dock Commissioners, which is em-
ployed in tugging vessels out of the harbor.—
At three o’clock m: the afternoon we left the
harhor, and shortly ofter reached the vessel,
to the great delight of the passengers, who
had been expecting us, but who had begun to
despair of our being able to accomplish our
visit.

Arrangments were immediately made for
worship, and a congregation of about 200 souls
met between decks.  Mr, Thomson began the
service with praisc and prayer ; and I preach-
ed from the following passage of Scripture—
Heb. xi. 13-16.

From the commencement I was listened to
with profound attention. As I proceeded in
my exposition, and adverted to the feclings with
which the pilgrim fathers of former genera-
tions must have bid a long and Jasting adieu to
the friends, the scenes, and the homes of their
youth, and taken their departure for a land of
which they were entirely ignorant, under the
mingled emotions of hope and anxiety, which
must have swelled their breasts,—a large pro-
portion were deeply affected ; and ere I had
advanced far, many were dissolved in tears.

I never preached in more affecting circum-
stances, or under feelings of decper awe. The
scene remains vividly before me; and whilst
memory retains its place, I must ever think
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with peculiar interest, of the appearance pre-
sented by the various groups of families by
whom I was surrounded :—some standing—
some sitting—some leaning on their parents—
some scated by their sides—others on their
knecs—others at their feet,—all listening with
fixed attention, and many with iil-suppressed
emotion, whilst I spoke to them of the land
they were leaving, of that to which they were
proceedingy and of the better country to which
Thoped they were journeying, where all the
faithtul followers of Christ ¢ shall meet to part
no more ;7 and entreated them so to live, as
that God should not be ashamed to be called
their God, and they might be found amongst
the number ofthose for whom he hath pre-
pared a city. The appearance presented by
many seemed to indicate, that something more
than mercly natural feeling was at work ; and
I fondly hope that impressions were then pro-
duced which will not soon, or ever, be efticed.

After concluding the service in the usual
manner, Mr. Thomson and I, along with scve-
ral friends who had accompanied us, took our
departure. The whole of the passengers and
crew assembled on deck, and, when the steam-
boat left, in silence they lifted and waved their
hats, bidding us a respectful adieu. In silence
we returned their salutations, and parted, nc-
ver to meet again till “time shall be no more!”

The second vessel which I visited, also in
company with Mr. Thomson, was the Indus,
which sailed in the month of Scptember last.
There were about thirty or forty passengers on
board, most of whom belonged to a better class
in society. I was much gratified by finding
that all were possessed of copics of the Scrip-
tures, with the exception of a female servant.
Several families, Towever, as in the former
case, were not sufficiently provided, and gladly
embraced the opportunity of obtaining a larger
supply. e . ]

After the distribution of the Scriptures, the
passengers and orew were assembled on deck,
and I addressed®o them a few words, suitable
to the circumstances in which they were placed.
Though the day was cold and blowy, many of
them remained uncovered during the whole of
the service; and all listened apparently with a
deep fecling of interest and respect to the mes-
sage delivered. Afterpraise and prayer, copies.
of the Committee’s Address were distributed,
and very cordially received by all.

Trom the manner in which I wasreceived in
these visits, and from the obvious interest taken
in the exercises engaged in, I feel deeply im-
pressed with the importance of some arrange-
ment being made whereby such opportunitics
may be regularly improved; and I take leave to
suggest, through you, to the Colonial Com-
mittee, the propriety of their appointing a small
sub-committee at each of the ports from which
vessels with emigrants usually sail, whose duty
1t shall be, to ascertain that all the passengers
are provided with copies of the Scriptures, to
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distribute amongst them copies of the commit-
teo’s Address, and to make arrangements for

divine service being performed on board pres.

vious to vesscls sailing, as well as during the
voyage. \ N
Were such sub-committeos appointed by the
Assembly’s Committee, I feel dssuréd that very
beneficial consequences would result ; and from
the politeness I experienced, and,the ready
acquicscence in my wishes manifested in the

Register.

visits I made, Iam confident that every facility
will be given, by the proprictors and captains of
vessels, to the committee’s carrying into effect
whatever measures they may think it advisable
to adopt, for the purpose of promoting the spi-
ritual well-being of that deeply interesting part
the population. who, in the providence of (gaod,
are called to leave their native land, and who are,
in an especial manner, the objects of the Colo-
nial Committee’s care.

REGISTER—ANCASTER, 1840.

Thermometer. Barometer. )
DATE. WEATHER.
gamlOr.mll Fa.m. | 9r. M. .
Avg. 1 72°} 70°|l 29.11 [ 29.12 JiParily cloudy ; distant thunder p. m:
2 73 69 .09 | 28.96 {IShowers a. m. ; clear p. m.
3 71 67 28.78 -89 |iFqir and clear.
4 73 61 .80 <88 I Partly cloudy; thunder shower at noon.
5 66 61 .86 <86 {|[Fajr and clear ; windy.
6 G8 62 .83 .87 do; do.
7 | 63| 64 .87 92 Do do. .
8 63 60 <92 1 29.03 [IPartly cloudy; showor at ncon.
9 G0 63 29.20 -23 liPartly cloudy.
10 64 | 64 .25 17 HCloudy; slight showers p. m.
11 67 69 .08 .03 IPartly cloudy; heavy thunder shower with hail p. m:
12 68 65 .00 | 28.96 [[Cloudy; slight showers.
13 64 | 62 28.95 .88 |[Fair; partly cloudy.
14 64 58 .85 +96 Partly cloudy; shower at noon.
15 61 62 2%.14 | 29.16 ([Fair and clear.
18 64 63 .21 24 Do do.
17 67 69 {99 .30 Do  do; lightning and thunder in tho night.
18 74 71 .33 .27 ||Paitly cloudy; distant thunder p. m. and night.
19 74 75 .28 .18 ||Fair and clear. .
20 74 73 .13 .06 dos; distant thunder p. m.
21 76 78 .05 .00 Do do. .
92 | 77 72 .00 | 26.96 Do  do; thunder shower in the night.
23 73 68 28,94 .95 [IMostly cloudy ; cvening clear. ~
24 67 64 29.00 | 29.10 ([Partly cloudy; slight shower p. m.
25 65 61 .20 .20 {{Fair and clear.
26 65 65 .20 .12 Do  do; evening cloudy.
27 67 67 .10 .05 |ICloudy a. m.; moderate showers p. m.
28 72 73 .00 .04 |[Morning misty; day cloudy.
s 99 ™ 74 .05 .04 [iCloudy; slight shiower p. m«
“efog0 | 74 | 69 || 28.97 | 28.87 ||Cloudy; showers p. m.
31 64 60 .94 .98 [[Clear a. m.; slight shower evening.
Means.i68.45 166.35 {| 29.045 | 29.041

Mean temperature of the month, 67.4°. "Highest, 85°. Lowest 46°..



