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e that goeth forth and weepeth, bearing precious
¥ feed, shall doubtless come agan with rejorcing, bring-
ing his sheaves with him.

&  °The theme ofthe inspired ode from whichthe text
3: is taken, is by universil consent, the retarn of the
4 Jewish exiles from Babglon. It may therefore be
cansidered as one of the latest compositions in the old
¥ Testament: that portion of the inspired volume hav-
ing been completed soon afler the event referred to.
'I‘hc date of thic and other inspired songs reminds us,
that,so long asthe Holy Spirit conlmucd the prophetic
gift in the church, he prompied the utterance of grat-
itnde and praise, and of the instructions of heaven.
¥ ly wisdom in song.  And as these sangs dwellt on the
varying dhpcns.nuom of Providence towards the
¢ chureh, this may betaken as an intimation of the per-
. petual obligation of the chureh, bath to make use of
1 song in the worship of Go.l, and to vary the themes of
A . hers songs with the vary iag aspeet of his Providence.
¢ The Paim bafore ns in afew masierly strokes,
§ if we sy apply w it the lanzuage of common criti-
Ecmn, sels forth the glorioas event of Israel’s restora.

. ﬂm-xmm

tin,

RELIGIOUS COMMUNICATIONS,

ETC.

FOR THE CIIRISTIAN EXAMINER.

The eestacy of the emancipated Jews, the amaze-
ment of the Heathens themselves, and their acknow-
legment ol the hand of Gud in the deliverance of those
whom they had despiscdand oppressed are the circum-
<tances, which the inspired poet hastouched on in
describing this cvent. A short prayer for the comple-
tion ot Israel’s deliverance, with a reflectivn or two
inthe way of a moral make up this beawtiful Psaim,
‘Che moral is contained in these'words: * They that
sow in tears shall reap injoy” v.5. The last verse—
our Text, is just an expansion of this thought, after
the way ofthe Poets of inspiration “He that goeth
forth and weepeth bearing precious seed” (or as we
would rather read with the margin “bearing the sced
basker”) shall douhtless come agzain with rejoicing
(rather “with singing™) bringing his sheaves with
him.”?

This is amaxim of very general import; it has
much the same mraning with that saying of our
Lord's. “Blessed are they that wourn for they shall
be comforted.” ‘The peaple of God may take itto
themselves in all the afflictions which befall them in
the way of duty, as o promise of coming deliverance
and joy. [t <cems however, from the terms in which
it is expressed 10 hive a special application to the
Minisiers of the Kingdom of God in their trials and
discourazements. A~ we read it,we are reminded of
the parable.ofthe sawer. “ The sower" said Jesus

“Soweth the seed” that i, he is the Minister wao Is
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called to preach the word, for the seed is “the word
of the Kingdom™”. This labourer encounters many
hardships and difficulties, which causa him to mourn,
as he goes forth casting the incorruptible seed,intothe
spiritual field. Yet verily there isa harvestapproach-
ing, in which his faithful and persevering labours,
humble as they may have been, shall be crowned with
everlasting honours.

Makingthis application of thetext, Inow in de-
pendance on the Divine blessing invite your attention
tothe foilowing topics. The ordinary difficultics to
be encountered in the Gaspel Ministicy. The diffi-
culties attendant on it amongstourselves, And the en-
couragementto patience and perseverance in out work,
which we and all faith(ul Ministers may derive from
the rewards which our adorable Master has gracious-
Iy connected with it.

I wonld first advert to some oi'the ordinary difticul-

ties which are t be encountered in the Gospel Minis-
iry.
The Ministry would have bsen an anomalous institu-
tion in the Gospel Kingdowm, if no trials or dificulties
had been connected with it. It had been strange in-
deed, if the officers of 2 Kingdom which is not of
earthly origin, and which aims at the overthrow of
the usurped dominion of Satan in our world, could
have obtained an ease and security which are denied
toany of its subjects. “In the world” said the Saviour
1o his disciples “Ye shall havetribulation,” Thisis
a standing condition to a cunnexion with his King-
dom: and those ministers whomn he employs to disci-
pline, and direct his followers, and to head them 10>
in their enterprises azainst the spiritual wickedaess-
es which lord it over this world are least of all to ex-
pectan exemption from it. The higher responsibilities
and honours of their office, will rather expose them to
a greater measureof thattribulation in whatever form
it may be visited on Christians.

Faithful Ministers then may expect trials from the
wortld ; as from its allurements addressing themselves
1o their depraved hearis: and from its reproach and
opposition, drawn out asthese may be by their exam-
ple, and the unmitigated condemnation of the maxims
and conduct of the world which theirdoctrine contains.
Private christians may often from the retiredness of
their lives escape any thing like direct opposition.
But ministers, who, true to their commission will tes-
tify “of the world that its works are evil” must expect
something of the treatment which their master obtain-
ed. The shafls of a malicious tongue may not be the
only weapons that are directed against them.

Thus from the trials which grow out of our connex-
jon with the Kingdom of God, and our endeavours to
extend it, we may sometimes likethe dejected hus-
bandman go for:h bearing precious Sced and Yeep as
we go.

But apart from any arlive opposition which the
world may giveto faithful ministers; they have often
great cause for sorrow in the character of those, to
whom they address the message of the Gospel. All
these who have not kuown and obeyed the Gospel,
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whatever be their feeling of security from danger,are
ina state of spiritual ruin, and in the way that leads
1o everlasting perdition. We at least know that thisis
the case,with all those who give 1o preof of a regene-
rated nature,of submission to the saviour, of attach.
ment to his people, and obedience to his laws.

Many may be regarded by us as amiable and even
promising, from the domestic and social virtues which
are found in their Jives, and their stated attendance on
religious ordinances. Butalas,alas,they lack onething,
the love of God and the saviour, a supreme concern
for spiritual and eternalthings. They love the world
more than God and we cannot but look upan them, as
Jesusdid on the young Ruler, with sorrow ; inasmuch,
as they are far from the Kingdom of God, There
are in all our congregationsnota {ew who shew some
coneern about religion, while yet they seem resolute
in keeping it iu a subordinate place to the pursuits and
occupations of earth. With them itis not “the one
thing needful;” but, rather a secondary employment
which contributes to their temporal comfort 2and res-
peetability,.  Thereare others again “whose sins are
kaown and read of all men.” And some of whose
spiritual state we are constrained to stand in doubt.

Nowa minister who is going out, and coming in,
amongst a people such as these, and who sees them
uachanged by his ministry, has a constant cause for
sorrow. Paul's bitterest griefs after his conversion,
and employment in the ministry of the Gospel were
occasioned by the impeaitence of his countrymen and
the unaithfulness of many who had nambered them-
selves with Christ's people. In respect 10 some of the
latter class,he thuswrotein his letter tothe Philippians
—“many walkof wiom I have told you often,and now
tell you even weeping, thatthey are the enemies of the
Cross of Christ : whose end is destrustion, whose God
is their belly, and whose glery is in their shame, who
mind earthly things.”—Aund ah ! Brethten.who of us
would have dry eyes il our susceptibility for sorrow,
at the contemplation of those, who are dishonouring
God and ruining their own souls were as tender as
was that of Paul?

The attendants in an Hospital may theough habit,
become in a great measure indifferent to the suffer-
ings ofthe persons who are assembled within its walls;
and yet they may be quite competeat for the dis-
chiarge of their duty duties to the diseased. Bat, in-
seusibility to the spiritual wreichedness of sinfu! men
goes far 10 constitute a disqualification for the minis-
try of the Gospel  An incapacity to discern the pro-
per remedy for the spiritually discased comes over
us, when, we fail to disarm the discase itself and to
feel forit. Iathis way our ministry is a sowing with
tears.

The reception which the word of God obtains from
many to whom it is spoken is an occasion if further
discouragement to faithful ministers. Our griefat
contemplating the spiritual wretchedness of men,
would soon give way to joy, did we see them eagerto
receive the remedy which we bring. To see the spi-

ritually blind enlightened, the moral lepers cleaused,
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the dead in sin awakened to alife of holiness, and
thus through our instrumentality were a sight of all
others fitted to rejoice the soul! But alas Brethten, is
it not sn, that few greet us as the messengers of good
tidings to themselves, that few receive the prescrip-
tions which we give for their spiritual diseases, Some
appear studiously to evade any application of our doc-
trine to themselves, and thus they continue alike in-
sensible (o their guilt and danger, and indifferent a-
bout the Saviour. The word spoken to them, to keep
tothe figure in the text, is like the seed which fell by
the way side and wasnot pernitted tospring up. Oth-
ers are offended atthe reprosfs which the truth con-
veys to them, and struggting against their own con-
victions, they are offended at the preacher also, count-
ing himtheir enemy for telling them the truth. While
some again, who seem to receive the word with glad-
ness, and afford for a time a promise of fruit do yet
never yield any; before the harvest comes round, the
plants which had sprung up, wither and die under the
adverse influences to which they are exposed.

Thus trom the soil which the spiritual labourer
cultivates, he has causes of discouragentent and sor-
row. Initsnatural state itbaars only a useless or noi-
some vegetation ; it must b2 laboriously cleared and
dressed to the receiving ofthe seed: much of what is
sown appears to be lost; and that which da2s spring
up must be watered from springs that are withont and
beyond the sail itsell; while the supplies from these
are to some extent dependant also on the prayers and
labours of the spiritual hushandman. Inthis way
therefore ministers often plough and sow weeping.

Iwould yet add, that ministers havc many occa-
sions of discouragement and sorrow within them-
selves.

Vigorous ministerial exeriions imply a healthy con-
dition of religion in a minister himself. Our minis-
try isnot fulfilled by the bare performance of religious
offices private and public. We require a clear and
vigorous appreheasion of the invisible realitics of the
Kingdom of God, a devotedness of heart to his ser-
viceandan afiectionate regard to the souls of men;
and we must give ourselves to the diligent study of
the Divine Oracles, to laburious teaching and preach-
ing, and to persevering prayer. These qualifications
and employments do all evidently respect our own
personal knowledge and experience of the Gospel ;
and hence, whatever obstracisthe influeace of the
truth on our own ming, tellsunfavouradbly on our Mi-
nistry. If our personal religion bz in a languid or life-
less state, we are ina great measure incapacitated for
our spiritual work. The truth we have to teach, and
the condition of our people to which our insiructions
should have refercuce bacome all indistinet to our
perceptions, when the Holy Spirit is withdrawa from
us. And 50 100, all delight in the sercice of God in
the Gospel Kingdom, cases to be felt, and all ganuine
Ministerial zeal, and affection, and baldness decay
when commaunion with God is intermitzed. Thas,
does every unhallowed affection which a minister en
tertains—every sin inwhich hz allows himself—g at
ence to enervate his ministry.
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And here,is an abundant source of trials and discou.
ragements to the spiritual labourer. Need it be said,
that, we are nien of like passions with our hearers,
that, that nature which 1s hait to all that is good, and
vigarous of itself'to altthat Is evil,cleaves to usas well
us to them?—that,their cnemies are also ourenemices—
the world now seducing to sin, and now frowning on
holiness, and Satan, who, from the intensity of his op-
posution to the Kingdom of God naturaily falls vpon
its ministers with all his wiles and violence.
tence, as we may tell our hearers, our severest trials
and sorrows are gencrally from ourselves. To keep
the armour bright, which is no small part of the dis-
cipline of every good soldier is to us absolutely neces-
sary for any effective discharge of our spiritual war-
fure. If sloibfulness creep over us, or the love of
the praise of mea and of their rewards give an obli-
quity (o our aims, or 1f any other unhallowed aflee-
tion be cherished and indulged, then alas, onr minis-
terial work is more susely hindesed than if persecu-
tion harassed us as we Jaboured in it.  Our own infir-
mitics are thus an ozeasivn of sorrow as we go foith
bearing precious seed.

I proceed in the second place to notice some of the
diflicultics and discouragements which meet us in the
discharge of the minisry and which are inore or less
peculiar to the place and times in which our own lot
iscast. ‘I'hcse are connected with the physical state
of the country, or with its political state, or with the
genceral condition of the church,

Iurst, some of the difficulties and trials which we
encounter in the ministry grow ont of the physical
state of the countey.  The dispersed state of the pop-
nlation and o:her circumstances connected with the
receningess of the cultivation of the country occasion
obvious hatdships to winisters 1n traveiling to preach
atdisiant stations, an:d to visit their hearers. ¥From
the same anl other causes, most of them cbtain a
small return in tenporal things, fur their lubours in
spiritual things.

There are other hinderances to the suecessful pros-
ecution of the ministry which grow out of the seclnd.
cd life which any of our people lead. Tke retire-
ment of our woods is indeed in many respects condu-
cive to the cul:ure of picty. *Tis no mean advantage
to be so remote from fraud and violence, that the
door of the dwelling needs neither bolts nor bars, and
tosee none of the contamiattivg spectacles of open
vice which are so common in the crowded haunts of
men.  And itis a still higher advantage to have those
views of Gal wiich are to b2 foind in his works,
and in the sileat wods, nat spariagly, always press-
ing themselves on the mind, while ike din of the bit-
sy world is not heard to dis ract attention. © Blest re-
tirement” iadesd, where communion with Gad through
his word aioag with the family succeeds to commu-
afoin with him iz the wools and fields through his
workss.  Yer,ulas, it mrust bz coulessed thai this com-
quaion with Gol isnat likely tobz mainiamzd where
he public orlininces of feligion are not pussessed at
all,or where they are had only at distant iniérvals of
time.  These ordinances have been instituied by the
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Great Head of the-Church for the improvement ofits
mewmbers: and bence, genuine picty is rarely found
existing at all wiere they are not enjoyed. Other
means ot grace besides the public ministry of the
word which are of vast importance to the edification
of christians, such as their private meetings for pray-
er and counsel, or active exertion for the furtherance
of the Kingdom of the Saviour are yet all so depend-
enton the ministry that where it is not possessed they
are rarely employed. ‘Those members of our church
therelure, who are only a few miles from our places
of worship are unfavourably circumstanced for
the culture of true picty; aud those, by no ncansa
small nuin bzr are much more so, sho can hear a ser-
mou only atthe expense of a crnsiderable pilgrimage
to one of vurmeclinygs, 3t on the casual visit of a mis-
sionary or minister.

Vil christianity may it {s true exist apart from
the social institutions of the Gospel, Just as learning
mway sometimes be found in individuals who have
lived semote from colleges and learned society : bat,
even in the rare cases of this kiud in which true reli-
gion dues exist, itis not likely to be in an encrgetic
form so as todiffuse itself through a family. It must
bz difficult indeed to teach children a due reverence
for the Lordsday ; who do not know it asa day for
the gathering together of kis worshippers. And then,
jtis to be kept in mind, that, in the life of the souler
in our woods there is retirement without leisure.
His mustfor a long time be a life of intense toil,
which like the opposite extieme of luxurivus ease is
adverse to the calture of personal and fawmily reli-
gion.

Thusfrom the physical candition of the country
the spiritual labsurer has some peculiar difficulties,s0
that in reference to these he may be said to go forth
weepiug, bearing precious sced

Secondly, The preseat political state of the coun-
tryoccasions peculiar binderances to the Success of
the ministry.

The body politic like the snimal frame when un-
der any mozbid excileinent refuses 1o admit any ex-
ternal influence thatis of a soothing and healing na-
ture. Heace violeat political excitetnent greatly in-
disposes a people to submit to the benizn and tran-
quilizing influence of the Gospel.  Until very lately,
our political contentions were not more vehementthan
those which exist in almost all civilized countries at
the present day. But, these favoured by our geogra-
phical position and colonizl reJation, have issued in
what may be regasded as their natural result—open
warfare. Muhitudes who had long borne the charac-
ter of reformers as a clouk fortheir ambition and had
aever set about selt' reformation havebeen transmuted
into Retels: and associating with themselves men of
a kindred spirit from ihe neighbouring states, have
commenced;war on our borders. Their assaults hith-
erto have thiough the good providence of God been
impotent; but they have bzen sufficiently formidable
to harass us with the alarms of war, and with prepa.
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vation for it as well as to desolate not a few families.
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Andalas! the brazen notes of war do itt accord with
the soft sound of the silver trumpel of the Gospel.
Tie claims and invitatious of the Kingdom of God
can scarcely find a listening ear in those who are all
concetn about their own perils or those of the state:
though in truth the duties of scriptural religion do
uot stand opposed to the claims of true patriotism, but
rather sanction them, atbeir, that few in a crisis like
the prescut concesn themselves about the adjustment
of these. Then again, thuse of our population who
are in arms on the call of lawful authority, are ex-
poscd to strong temptations, as, to profaneness and in-
temperance, and { would add the adopting of maxims
o’ honour which are repudiated alike by the Jetter and
spirit of thelaw and gospel,

Many too who are not in arms are exposed to the
temptations to peculation whichthe lavish expendi-
wure of war always causcs to those who are concerned
in conducting it. In these and other ways a power-
ful impetas is givea to profligacy and sin while, a
cortesponding check is given to the progress of truth
and lhotiness, “T’he zeal of many waxes cold when
iniquity abounds.” When piety ceasesto be diffu-
sive, it is certainly declining.

Thirdty, The condilion of the church of God in
these times occasions some peculiar hinderances in
our work,

The division of the Christian church into sepa-
rate communities could not be regarded as any great
evil, ifthe division turned on gevgraphical limits, or
diversity of regulations respecting government, and
modes of worship, and if the separate communilies
were at thesame time to keep up a good understand-
ing amongst themselves as component parts of the
sam¢« great Kingdom—~the Kingdom ofthe sonof God
But, itis quite otherwise, when different religious bo-
dics agreeing in claiming Christ as their head, are
yet separated (rom each other by creed> in many res-
pects discordant,or, as is rather the case in this Pro-
vince, by conflicting views and claims about the as-
sistance to be givento the church by thestate.  Many
itis tobe feared not considering that the evil in all
such contentions is with the men who profess a con-
nexion with the Kingdom of the Saviour, and not in
that kingdom itsel, justify themselves from standing
aloof from it altogcther until Chiistiansagree in be-
liefasto its doctrines and laws, or in the practice of
what they profess to belicve.

Another unfavourable feature in the present condi-
tion ofthe church —amongst ourselves at least, I fear,
is this, that no general effusion of the Divine spirit is
cxperienced. The absence of a spiritof prayer in our
congregations, the want of power in the ministry for
the conversion of sinners and the building up of the
people of God, the worldly spirit that characterises
church members,and the low state of Lanily religion
are to me atleast, indications that the spirit of God is
restrained from us.—And musttrue it is, that this con-
dition of things amongst us, if it do indecd cxist, is
referable to onr own unfaithiulness, and that of the
members of our churches. Were we to put away
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from us those things which grieve the good spiritof
God, anl seck for bis benigo and life—~giving intluen-
ces, as we are well warranted and encouraged to
do; then undoubtedly we should find, that, there is
10 let on God's part to the rencwing olsuch display-
of his gracious power on the souls of men as were
made under the mipistry of Weleh and Living-ton,
andother worthies of our church in former days; and
as have been made alsoin all ages from the days of the
Apostles down to our own under the minisiry of men
of a like spirit. Itis beyond question,that the unfaith-
tulness ofthe church constitates the grand obstacle to
that outpouring of the spirit of God which shall usher
in the glory of the millennial day. Yet while thisis
distincily admitled, itis obvious from the connexion
which subsists between all the parts of the Church the
body of Christ, thatif any one portion of it be in un
unsound or declining state, the ather parts of it will
sustain an injury on this very account. And thus,
those individualchristians or churches, who may be
teuly aiming to extend the Kingdom of God around
them meet with hinderances from the restraints which
are put on the effusion of the Lloly Spirtt by the un-
faithfulness of others. Inanother view of this subject,
we may say, that the secular or corrupt influence
which pervades the general body of the church hin-
ders the success ofthose who are excrting thewselves
in the canse of God with a measurcof fidetsty. The ef-
fect of such influence is like that ofa ground-swell or
current in the Ocean that meets the vessel and retards
hier progress even whea she has her sauls filled witha
favourable breeze,

Now, my honourcd brethren, I am pursuaded that
we have such a hinderance to our mmmisiry of the
word and oudinances in these times, Yet far from
me be the insinuativn, that the greatest obstacle in our
is one, over which we have the least controle Each
of us by directing his eye inward upon himself and
backward on his past work will undoubiedly discov-
er that the principal hinderance to the success of his
ministry has orizinated in unfaithfulness to personal
respousibility, ‘Thus, is there cause enough for tears
as we go forthto suw the precious seed of the word in
the hearts of men.

But I would in the third and tast place advert to the
eacouragements which Ministers have to patience
and perseverauce in their work notwsthstanding of
the many trials atddiFculties which they haveto en-
counter.

Blessed be God, it is not all weeping even when
they are sowing:and then thereisa harvestapproach-
ing in which sheaves shall te gathered for the hand.
fuls of grain that had becn carried inthe seed-basket,a
harvest, in which, joy and singing shall succeed to

the sorrow and weeping that had attended the soud
time.

Itis no mean recommendation of the life of the
husbandman,that his employments engage himamidst
the fairest scenes of creation, scenes that can affod a
plecsure even to those wno are too blind to perceive
in them the traccs of apresent God. The sower
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when he treads the new turned soil, and breathes the
bland air of spring mnay of all others » xuriate in the
“yernal joy™ which as it hasbeen s1id *isable to
dispel all sadness bat despaic” - Aad isnot the spitit-
ual sower coaversant wah pleasures in bis employ-
weis of a si wbar though far bigher kind  Iis work
accupies him in the constant contemplation of the
(Mt glotious: masitestazivas o the Gadhead which
(can be made to ereated minds Private Christians are
conversant the must of their time with wotldly abjects
and purswits.  1ti> in general, ouly on the Sabbath
that they can give themselves upto thoughts and me-
ditations aboai divine and heavenly things, Bat,
what istheir Sabbath work, is at least ought to be our
daily work: as, when we aie actually cmgloged in
exhorting, and teaching, ot praying with our people
ol fur tiern, or, in wediiating on the trath to b spoh-
ento them,  Oar ordinary employmentindeed, [ may
say detia oar minds on those glotivus mamifesias
tions of the God-head which draw the wonder and
praise ofthe Angelic Hats; while, we may have the
elevated joy of thinking, that those employments are
turthering the accomplishment of the great plans ot
Ged tor the salvation of sinuers.

The husbandinan when sowing in a season of scar-
city istempted to hold back his hand, and to sow
sparingly ; that he muy leave a suthcient supply of
food Lot his family undil the harvest can be gatkered.
Aud, hie may,b: so harassed with anxieties about the
presetit and the tuture, that his sowwng may be with
tears. Buy, it is in no case 50, with the sowers of the
word ; the more abundamly that we scatter the seed
the greater is our prescut supply, there is no restraint
inour own feasting on the maana we are dispensing
to oihiers. Then,buwever adverse be the circumstances
in which we labour,if indeed we do so faithfully, we
shall not bz denied the reward of beholding some frait,
The people of Gud, thuugh reduced to a very remnant,
must still dcknowledge theiv obligations tothe minis-
try for their edification and cunfurt, and for us to be
cmployed in bringing abaut such a result even to the
smallest extent isa mosi precicus reward.  Thetimes
indeed have been whea the shepherds have been com-
petted te fiee from their flocks and 1o hide themselves
in the dens and caves of the ecarih; bat even then their
stolen visits tothe people of God, and the casual op-
porinities they have had of bzaring testimony to the
Saviour have b2en blessed to the enlightening and
cheering of some with the word of life.

In every periud of the husioty of the chuech, error
in some of its many forms has ob.ained moreor less
currency and favour.  Aud the faiibiful ministers of
Christ have been called to cuntend with it, whether it
hasbeen supporied with the arguments of a false phi-
losophy orthc arm of tyraunical power. And it has
often scemed asthough they could barely preserve a
few positions oi defence, the enemy having come in
like a flood, and spread himszlfover much of the ter-
ritory thathad been apgareatly secured for the truth.
Yet, cven in such discouraging circuinstances, the
tabours of faithful ministers have been not less im.
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portant and honourable, than those of the men who, in
more favounred circumslances,have been empldyed in
extending the limits ofthe Saviour’s Kingdom through-
out the world.

It would seein to b2 the design of God, that wick-
eduess in all the varied forms whieh it assumes in
our world,shoudd be brought into direct opposition to
\he Kingdowm of righteonsness,bafore that Kingdom
obtain its final trimpph. Now, those servants who
have been faithful and courageons on the side of truth
in the times of ils depression, and who have barely
kept the ground they had, or who have advanced on
the cnemy, though, it has been only inch by inch,
shall yet doub:less hereafter partake ia the honours
and trinmphs of the final victory.

“ The harvest,” as the Saviour said in the parable
of the sower “is the end of the world;” and then, the
tull fruit of the painful Libours of the servamts of
Christ shall be vealized. Thea, thewr owa complete
redemption and that of all who have received the Gos-
pel through them, shall have fully come.  Their
works like those ofall his people shall b2 requited by
their gracions Lord and master.  The habits of acti-
vity which they may have attained in his I{ingdom
here on earth shall qualify them for a high place in
the Kingdom of heaven, just as the faith and cbe-
dience of the Disciples who following Je:us during
lis abasemant prepared then for the bigh stativns
which they occupied in His Kingdom after he bad
assamed the sceptre of universal dominion and sent
down the Holy Spirit intothe church. And, nothing
can be more ceriain than this, that, the blessedness of
men whether on earnth, or in heaven will b: in direct
proportion to their holiness. The more entire their
approbation of the charactcr of Gad, and conformity
to his will, the greater will b2 their participation of
the happiness of God.

The works of al! thos2 who labour with any success
in the ministry do in an eminent scnse follow
them. The man whom they may “have turned
from darkness to light and from the power of Satan
uato God” aswell as thuse whose comfort and edifi-
cation they may have promoted shallall be with them
in Heaven, sure and ample attestationsthese of their
fidelity to Christ their master, or rather we may say
of the high honours which he has conferred upon
them, and earnest too of the boundless honours and
rewards which awaitthem, in God’s eicroal Kingdom!
No creature shall divide with the God-head the praise
of originating or cflectuating any thing good or excel-
lentin the universe,and least of all that of originating
or effectuatingthe salvationof lust men: Yet doubiless
in heaven as well as on earth shall there be adwiited
amongst the redeemed the fectings and expressions of
gratitude towards those servants of God who had been
instrumental in bringing them to the knowledge of
the Saviour. And this far from occasioning pride to
such servants, will rather conduce to their entertain-
ing a decper sense of the nnmeritedness,and the great-
ness of the honours done them, and so alsato theic
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knowing and cnjoying morc of the fulness, and alt
sufficiency of Gode

Well then may the spirit of God record for the en-
couragement of att who are labsuring in the King-
domof Gold “They that turn many to righteousness
shall shine as the stars for ever and ever.” Their
joy shall be eminently “the joy of theic Lord” His
the joy of having rescued them from sin and the se-
cond death and introduced thewm into a state of high-
er holiness and blessedness than that which Adam
ever knew, through his incarnation, and death,and ex-
altation. Theirs the joy of having prayed and labour-
ed, and that through the grace of God, netin vain, to
bring men to an acquaintance and connexion with
this Saviour,

My beloved Brethren, may God grant thatthis joy
mayb: ours. And yet let us well assure ourselves
that, in order to this, we must approve ourscives in
our stativns *“good and faithful servants.” If with
Paul, aud the glorious company of God's chusen ser-
vantsol every age we would bz “crowned with the
crown of righteousness,” then must we also run like
them, yea “fight, the good fight finish our course and
keep the faith”  “Sowing to the spirit” must go
betore “reaping tolife everlasting.” Yea “sowing in
tears ® must go before the carrying cf the sheaves
from the field with singing and everlasting rejoic-
ing.

Lecruae peLvERED 1IN THE MEcuaNtcs INsTiTUTR
Quentc ox Frinay 220 Mancn 1839.

There is an advantage which o physical has
over a mental anatomist, 1t is that the former
can place the subject of his investigation, under the
cognizance of the senses. When a few nightsago,
your attention was called to one of the most
complicated and iiportant processes of the animal
cconomy, it was in the power of my friend Dr.
Douglas, in addition to bis own clear and accurate
statenents, to place under vour immediate obser-
vation, the very subject mattee of discussion, the
stomach in which the chemical process of digestion
begins, by the action of the gastric juice on the
food and the whole apparatus of vessels, by
which the alimentary part of the food so acted on
is purified and prepared for absorption into
the system, whichit is designed to support. Nar
was there any difficulty in keeping these under your
eye, till the use of cach separate part was poiut-
ed onty and the structure of the whole explains?
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Now any thing approaching to thisit is impossible
of course to do, while investigating or explaining
any process of the mentalecanomy. In this latter
enployment we have tolook into—not out of; our-
selves, There is nothing visible or sonsible to ex-
cite and fix the attention, nor is it possible by any

. act ofthe understanding or the will to keep stead-

% jly and pennaeatly befure you, the mental pro-
§ cesswhich you desire to investigate, as you can

the material structure of the body. ‘I'he emotions
and oporations of the miud are fugitive. It is not
iudeed when pregent, bat after they have passed
away, that they can bo investizated at all. “The
moment you begin to study any mental emotion,

% that moment the cmotion vanishes, and there is on.

1y the remembrance of it for you to contemplate.
Supposing that consciousn2ss or tho scuse of
whatis immeadiately passing in the mind, could be
compared with sight, as toclearness and vividness,
it is not consciousness but memory which has to
be relied onin the mental investigation. It is no:
that which is at the moment in the mind that we
philosophize about—as in physical science we do
of that whicl is before our eyes; but it is of that
which we remember to have been in the mind.
There is therefora in the science of the mind,in addi-
tion to the difficulties of investigation, common to
it with physical science, the additional difficulty
of recalling fully, accurately and vividly the very
subject itself to be investigated and keeping it un-
derthe obscrvation of the mind.

We should be sorry if this view of the dificul-
ties of mental sciance, should have the effect of de-
terring any from the prosccution of it, believing as
we do, that many of its conclusions are equally
certain and important, and that apart from those
conclusions altogethar, the very prosecation of it,
isat once a rich anl strengthening exercise of
the understanding. Our only object in these pre-
liminary remarks, is to show the necessity of close
attention, in investigating any mental process, or
verifying any illustration of such process; and
such attention, I would now claim from you, for a
very short while, while I lay before you two laws
of our mental nature, and explain the manuer in
which they act on one anotler.

In proceding to this subject, I would have you
clearly to apprehend and to discriminate bztween
two states of the mind, its passive and its active
state. Suppose,there were placed before us at this
moment, some fellow creature, in a condition of
severe and agonizing suffering, there would na-
turally be produced in our minds, an carotion of
pity. Suppose, we were told that this house had
suddenly taken fire, there would be a feeling of
alarm and apprefiension, In bath these cases the

mind is passive. The emotion is passion, The

mind his no choice in the matter.  The pity in
the one case, the alaem in the ather cage are alike

wvolantary. They are produced by external cir-
cumstances operatng on the mind, We do not
act, but are acted on. We are passive, But in
what follows this passive emotion, the mind isac.
tive. Thus in the case of a suffering fellow crea-
ture placed beforcus, whose condition is such as
to excite pity—there might be formed in the mind,
and actedon, the resolution to relieve hin—orthe
resolution to withhold relicf—or the resolution to
withdeaw from the sizht of him—or, it is pozsible,
to conceive the resolution to add to his sufferiugs.
Ineach or any of these, the mind is active. It does
something. Itis not acted on butacts. So ngain
in the case of the fire~in the resolution, either to
faceit, or to flee from it the mindis active—whilo
the emtion ofalarm was altogether passive. To
give another illustration of the same thing. When
Dr. Douglas explained on Tuesday evening, the
fatal physical consequeances produced by ardent
spiritg on the digestive organs of the body, iu the
apprehension which any one addicted to the use of
them might feel, his mind was passive— acted on
involuntarily, by the truths stated by the lecturer;
but in the subsequent operations of the mind,
whether terminating in continued intemperance,or
in the disuse of what was shown to be pernicious,
the mind was active, choosing the course to be pur-
sued, and directing the conduct. In the former
case the mind experienced an effect produced by
an e xternal cause operating on it, In the latter
casey the mind acts itself as a cause producing an
effect, This distinction, which we have, we trust,
made sufficiently plain, it is of importance you
should keep in view, in our su bsequent reriarks.

The purpose of those impressions, emotions or
feelings of which we are by nature susceptible and
in which the mind is as we have said passive, is
obviously to stimulate us to action—toa desired
course of action. Take the emotion of fear for ins-
tance: why are we made susceptible of it, but
that we may be stimulated to flee from donger, ot
to take the necessary meusures for averting it.
Or tuke the emotion of pity. Why is the senti.
went of compassion implanted in the human bo-
soin? Why are we constramed by a law of our cre-
ator to sympathize with the pains and the sufferings
of others? \Why has it been so ordained, that the
sight of distress in others, occasions distress unto
ourselves? Bvidently itis to stimulate us to the ce-
lief of that distress. T'o grant such relief; wemight
otherwise thinka duty. So the moral sense might
pronounce it. But the required action is not left
to the sense of duty aloue. The sentiment of pity
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is superadided to prompt to tho discharge of that
duty, and is one of thoso admirable provisions,
which the great aunthor of nature hag inade te bind
Ius children together, and to mike us aid-
ing and assisting one to another, So it iy wi.h the
otlicr impiressions aml emotions of which we are
susceptible.  Back is desizned and fitted to stim
ulate to some desired aml useful course of ac-
tion,

Now the first of the wontal laws, to which
we wish now to call your attention, respects those
emotions—passive cmotions, observe, in which the
mind does not act, hat is acteld on and it is this,
that the oftner they are repoated, they grow weak
ery or in other words,it is the tendency of emotions
to be feltless acutely, the oftner they are called
forth, ‘That this is really a law of onr meutal ua-
ture no one can deny. Qurowan experiense readily
testifies to it.  We all kisow that ciotions eatled
forth by ar > objact or s2e a2 oreive instanzes, grad -
wally weaken as with thesa, we breme fuanliar,
The landscape viewel for the hunlredth time,
though still as lov:'y as ever, gives not to us, the
same vivid and steang impression of its exceed.
ing beauty,ns when, inall the charms in which na.
ture had adorned it,it first burst upon onr view, It
is not in the power of any moral consideritions,tn
continue from day to day to excite withu us the
samestrength and vividness of emotion, which they
at fiest produced; and if we arefrom day to day wit-
nessing scenes of distress, they cease to excite the
same intensity of feeling, the same vivid cmotion
of pity or sympathy whicli they at first called furth,
So it is with other feelings. By repetition, their
acuteness diminishes. It isin keeping with this
Jaw of our mental nature, that when you introduce
a physician into some scene of affliction, where he
finds his patient suflering, it may be, exeruciating
pain, or apparently in the agonies of death, the
gcene does not prodace the same excitemant of feel-
ing in him, which it would do in another man. You
do not expect from him those expressions of deep
emotion which you would expeet from other men.
And you know, that while another man would per-
haps saffer much uader the uneasy feeling pro-
duced by witnessing such a scene of distress, and
the remembdrance of it would hannt him for days
to disturp and to sadden him, he will return from
it,to his ordinary avoecations, withont concern,
and his ordinary habuts of thought and fecling be
scarcely if at all disturbed. Fhe physicianis not
naturally less suscepiibie of sympathetic impres-
sions than other man.  But by the frequent repe
tition of them, to which his profession necessaiily
exposes him, they have becoma weaker. So itis
with the soldier and the sailor,  In his handredth
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battle tha solder may not be in less danger, than
in the first ; but his impression of dangers, is
arcatly less vivide In the hundredth storm to
which his frail bark lias beon exposed on the tem.
pestuous oceau, the sailor may-be in as great dan.
ger as in the first which awakened his fears ; but
his apprehension of dauger is by no moans so great,
‘T'he law, in short is universal-—emotion, becomes
by repetition weakerand weaker, And the law is
analterable. Wehave no power to changeit. [t is
as steady in its operation as are the laws by which
the courses of the heavenly badies are regulated.
NBw of this law there is one directly beneficial
consequence, It renders the mind more composed
and more indepeundent, than it couldotherwise have
been, 'The continnance of the emotions which any
circumstances produce,—the continuanco of these
cwotions, ag vividly as the first time the circum.
stances presented themselves, cvery time they ap.
pear, would keep the mind in a continual ferment;
would render it ever the sport of external influ-
ences ;—and would be totally inconsistent with
that sane and sober state of mim:l, which is neces-
sary for the due discharge of the duties ofiife,
Did the emtion of horror at sights of severe bodily
distress continne equally strong in the physician,
throughout life, as when he begun to witness these
sights, or did the feelings of sympathy continuc
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equally vivid or painfal, he wonld be rendercd un. ;%

fit for, as he would be ren:lered miserable in, the
performance of these duties, to which his pro.
fession necessarily leads him, 8o ia other ca-
ses the continuance of the emotionin its original
sirength would be really injurious.

Rat, the question readily oceurs, if the suscepti-
bility of the emntion was given to lead toa desired
coursg of action, and if the strength of the emotion
diminishes by repetition, must it not follow that the
desired action will cense to be performed—that the
course of conduct wul cease to be persisted in,to
lead to which the susceptibility of emotion was giv-
en and the emotion called forth, Such we might
suppose would bo the cffect of the gradual dimi-
aution in the intensity of the fecling, But such
we certainly know is not necessarily the effect
of that diminution, Take for instance the case of
medical men, to which we have alrendy alluded,
whose feclings ofpity or sympathyare,as yon might
say,blunted,by their frequent familiarity with scencs
of distress. Are they less actively benevolent, be-
causc of this blunting of the feelings? Why, itis
but paying them a compliment which we think
they fairly deserve, to say that, speaking of
the profession gencrally, they are of all men in the
cammunity the most actively benevolent. They
will take most trouble and put themsslves to most
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" § lncontenience to relieve distress. You may find

- them from day to day visiting the most wretched
“" hovels and, spert from all merceuary consid-
erations sdministering their professional aid
to those whom the most abject poverty,and the most
" -, Joathsome disenseare at one and the same time af’
. flicting. You may flod them prompt to listen to
every call of that distress, for which they appear
.7 to care 30 little, and numberlesa are the sacrifices

4 of persons! easeand convenience which they make
in the cause of benevolence, sacrifices from which
4 many would revolt who could yet weep over
& the afflictions which draw no texrs fromthem. Now
; how is this to be accounted for? how comes it
33 that while the means provided for a desired end
+# become to all appearance lese powerful; the desir-
‘% ed end is yot attained and that perhaps more fully
2 than ever ? how is it, that while the painfulness,
the acuteness, the intensity of the feeling; of pity
£ diminishes, the voluntary labours of benevolence,
% to which that feeling prompted grow in greatness
¢ audin number? Why does he, no matter whether he
be a physician or not; who goes often among the
; distressed and relicves them; why does he,jin whom

N theimpressions of pity and sympathy have become
t weaker than in other men, manifest the conduct to
which these impressions arecalculated tolead more
than other men? This case—theaccuracy of which
we assume; xnd to admit, shews clearly, that some
wrrangement there must be, according to which as
the power of the emotion diminishes, the necessity
of that power to produce the desired end diminish-
esalso, For the action continues to be performed
while the original stimulus to it is weakned and
perhaps almast taken away.

The explanation of this, is to befound in the ex-
istence of another law of our mental nature, no less
certainand umnlterable than the former. It is that
practical habits are formed and strengthenedby re-
peated acts: or in other words, that it is the tend.
ency of actionto becomeeasier by repetition. Ofthe
existence of this law, our own experience doesalso
teatify. The power of habit as a second nature is
proverbial,~causing actions which when difficult
at first and irksome and labarioue, to become by
repetiton easy; and the performance of them
pleasitg andnecessary tous. Theoriginal emotion
stimulates to action, By repeated action ahabit
is formed : that is, the thing becomes easier done,
there needs less stimulus to make us do it, there is
a tendency to do it; there is in the end what you
might almost calia necessity to doit. Let a ofin,
for example; act upun his feelipgs of sympathy and
compassion, that is, Jet him proceed as he has an
opportunity to the relief of the distress by which
the sympathy and compassion sre called forth, and
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by every repetitionof sach sct, will the power of
benevolence as a practical principle of action be
strengthened within him, a Labit is formed of bene-
volent purpose and benetolent action ; this being
the difference between the mind's passive and ac-
tive atates,that what it feels becomes by repetition
wuaker, what it does, becomes casier and sven
necessary. Emotion weakens, Habit strengthens,
it might; have pleased God to constitute us so
that the emotion shonld always continue equally
strong, that, for example, to induce us to proceed
to the relief of distress, the emotion of pity or
sympathy called forth by every new object of dis-
tress, should be equally intense and and painful,
ag that experienced by the fi.st sight of such an ab-
ject. But suchis not the the constitution which
has pleased God to give us, by a law over which we
have no countroul, the emotion becomes by repeti-
tion weaker : but then if acted on, when strong, &
practical habit is formed by which, the orginal,
strength of the emotion is rendered unneceasary.
A new principle comes into operation, and by that
operation, more than supplics wha’ has been
taken away,

Apply this to the case of the Physician, called
by the netessities of his profession to witness
scenes of distress and actively torelieve it;ot to the
case of any one; whom circumastances lead to wit-
ness the aame scenes, and who tlso give velief as
faras practicable. In them the emotion of pity is
nat suffered to die away; without leading to prac-
tical exertion : it always leads to exertion, and by
such exertiona habit of mind is formed; a benevo.
ent habit of mind; & habit of acting onbenevolent
principle, a habit which survives the painful emo-
tion of pity or sympathy which, it may be, at first
originatedit. T hus while by the operation of one
mental law, their impressions of compassion be-.
came weaker, by the operation of another mental
law, their active benevulence is strengthened, As
far astheir own emotions are concerned, they pity
the distregsed less, but, ag far as their conduct is
concerned; they ure mure ready to relieve and to
assist them, The painful feeling grows weaker,but
the active principle grows stronger. The principle
of habit, as affecting the mind in its active state,
makes up for the operation of the same principle
asaffecting the mind in its passive state, There
is to be seen in these individuals the useful and eal.
utary operationof both laws, diminishing sensibility
while witnessing human suffering, increasing dis-
position and promptitude to relieve it,

It is iuteresting and important to mark these
two laws of vur mental constitution, to observe
their working, to cousider their effect, to learn
their use. But it is taken together,—it is in their
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mutual relation, and action, the one upon the other,
that the consideration of them is most important
and suggests the most valuable lessons. We have
~1-eady shewn you the harmnonious action of both
tor good, in the case of emotions of pity and sym-
pathy. We may proceed toshew you how in the
sawme cases this harmonious action for good, may
Le disturbed, the motal process destroyed, by
which, as the emotion weakens the habit strength-
ens :—-in doing which, be it observed, we do
only take the benevolent feelings by way of exam-
ple for what holds true of them liolds also true of
otheremotious. To the going on of the process
we have described it is essential that the emotion
be followed by the action proper to it. 1€ when
excited, it is not followed by such action then the
Jaw of habits duves not come into operation, to
make up, by its effect, for the dimminution in the
strength of the emotion. If when a maw's emotions
of pity for the distresses of others are called forth,
he represses them, he acts not on them, what is
the result T why undoubtedly selfishness and insen-
sibility to human suffering. The impressions made
at first upon his mind by the witnessing scenes of’
distress gradually became weaker, till at length
they fail to excite his sensibilities atall, Itisin
this way that a state of mind totally indifferent to
huroan suffering is in the end produced. By no
possibility canan emotion of sympathy be preserv-
ed equally intense. By no possibility can the o-
peration of that law be stopped, which respects
the weakening by repetition of impressions made
on our affections and feelings. And ifthe counter.
balancing principle comes not into operation, indif
ference about the relief of human saffering must
follow. Look to the man, whom no tale and no
scene of woe can rouse to sympathy or to exertion,
—who can look without a tear on the bleeding
Jew, and pass by on the other side without an
effort to relieve lim, thiuk you, he was originally
as unsusceptible of compassion, or that he came
into tise world the moral monster he isnow. Notat
all. Probmbly lis feelings of pity were as keen and
as easily excited as thoge of others. But he acted
noton them, he listened not to the call which
they addressed to him, his selfishness again and
again resisted and subdued them, and every fresh
victory was easicr gained, a law of mind as inflex-
jble asany law of matter rendering them each suc-
cessive time Jess powerful to disturb him, till at
Jength, he siuke into that hardened insensibility, in
whiely the pitiful nioan of humair uiisery cannot reach
him, oraffect bim. -

* But not only uray the harmonious action of those
two laws forgood be distutbed, but teversed and
made for evil. Lzt gman refuse to act on the
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emotions of pity or sympathy excited in him by
scenes of distress, which he is called to witness,
and there is formed within him, as we have seen,
aninsensibility to human suffering. But ify in ad-
dition ta his refusing to act on his emotions of pity
and sympathy, e should in obedience tosome other
instinct or appetite of his natnre, proceed toc
positive act of harshness and cruelty, and should
this be again and again repeated, what would then
be the result ? Not only would the emotion of pity,
designed to lead tobenevolent action, be weakned or
extinguished, but a positive habit of cruelty would
be formed : a habit of acting in hostile opposition
to the feelings and interests of others, and mark
the difficulty you would have to encounter, in en-
deuvouring to make such a one enter on benevo-
lent actions. You have a habit to contend with,
which is opposed to such action. And you have
only the enfeebled and almast extinguished capaci-
ty of sympathy to aid you. I do not mean you
may not have other aide, But that, that designed
to be a stimulus, has become enfeebled, and is al-
most extinguished. That which was by natare
designed to produce the effcct has by resistance
been weakened or destraved, That whichis fitted
to prevent the desired effect, has been confirmed
and stiengthened into a habit. The operation ofboth
the mental laws we have been considering wonld
in that case be against you. The law which res-
pects the formation of practical habits has formed
a state of mind, in which you would need the most
pawerful einotions of pitv to lead to the course of
conduct you desire. 'While by the law which re-
spects thetendency of emotions tobecome weaker
by repetition, the power of an appeal to the sym-
patlies of nature has been weakened or taken away.

1 trirst, that by what I have said,and by meansof
the illustration drawn from the benevolent emoti-
ons, I have enabled you to perceive the existence
of thiese .two Jaws of our mental nature, and the
mannerin which they act on one another for good
or for evil? and here perhaps T might stop, satisfied
with having called yoar attention to a curious and
important arrangement in our intellectual consti-
tution. But Ifeel disposed if you will permit mey
to adeance a little fusther. You must all have dis-
covered that every professional man has a profes-
sional way of viewing any subject presented
to him, and tries to turn it to some professional
account ;—and that it is quite nataral on hearing
any discussion, to considet how it can be brooght
usefully to bear on his daily pursuits and employ-
ments. I acknowledge Ihave this professional way
of hearing and reading. It was perhaps undere
bias ofthat kind, that in listening to thelecture
of last Tuesday evening, I could not help now and
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then taking into consideration, what is to be made
of all this interesting statement, How is it to
be turned toaccount theologically and morally. Of
course the theological argument from it was abun
 dantlyclear,the form, structure and arrangement
. of the various vessels necessary for the digestive
. process, from its commencement to the fina! ab-
; sorpllon of the elementary parts of the food into
the system, giving evidence of contrivance and a
wise contriver, such as no rational being can gain-
say. Andthe moral lesson was very effectively sta-
ted, a lesson of temperance in the use of intoxica-
ivg liquors. Itis natural that I should takea like
professional viewof my own present subject, and
point out, so far 3s may be done withous reference
to any peculiatities ofcreed,some of the theological
and mioral uses, to which it may be turned,

As tothe first of these, the theological account,
tn which it may be turned, we shall say no more
than that jt gives evidence of & hke kind with that
of the subject to which your attention was last
called, of the existence of a designing mind. 1
know not that in the simpler processes of the mind,
the evidences of a designing Creator are so over-
whelming, as in the comphcated processes of the
animal economy. Aud to overpower with such
evidence, any one wha ig by the constitution of his
mind, or the state o' his moral feelings, capable of
appreciatingand judging of evidence, we can never
4o better than follow the anatomist, while setting
before us the structure of the eye or the heart, or
the processby whichthealiment getsinto the blood,
and is fitted for getting into it.  Stilt the evideuce
which the mental philosopher ean bring forward
to the building up the great argument for the ex-
istence of an infinitely wise and great creator isnot
to be disregarded. Itis thesame in kind with that
drawn from the body, And the operations of these
two laws of mind—the manner in wiich they act
on one another, and are fitted for one another, is
really an evidenre of design in its nature the same
as that derived from the adaptation of each other
obscrved in the vesscls of the animal system. A
manifest adaptation either in mind or 1 matter
givestheidea of design. The more adaptations yon
observe in either, the stranger the conviction of a
great original Designer.

As to the second, the moral account, to which
our subject may be turned, there is first a special
lesson to be duorived from the special illustration
which we have been all along using ; and secondly
a general lesson as to our use of all moral impres-
sions,

Thereis, we say, first a special lesson to be de-
rived from the spec’xal illustration, which we bave
been all along using ; that namely, which respects
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the principle of benevolence. It is this, that in the

education of the young we shall do well to draw as

wuch on tha real, and as little on the fictitious as
possible, and endeavour in .every case, in which it
is practicable, to have emations of sympathy for

distress, combined with active and self denying ex-

ertivns to relieve it. We do not strengthen, but

on the other hand, we diminish the power of bene-
volence within them, and the probability of their
becoming afterwards truly and actively benevolent,

by exciting within them, emotions of sympathy
when these are not intended and directed to lead

to exertion for the relef of distress. By such

excitement the impressions of sympathy are weak-

ened : and there i« no counterbalancing habit of
benevolent action formed. They are not made

available for the purpose, which they were intend-
ed to serve, and for which they are necessary, Ia
this way, perhaps, quite as much as in any other,

is the practice of indulging them in the perusal of
fictitious tales objectionable. The tendency of
ordinary novel-reading is in many ways injurious
to the heart and to the understanding. Ttisthe
tendency of such productions to give aninordinate
stimulus to the imagination aad to the passions.

And in general they give very false views of life,

of society, of duty. But one of their worst tenden-
cies is to harden the heart, Thesympathetic feel-
ings are called forth by the fictitious waes of
poetry and romance which make no demand upon-
our active assistance ; and the luxury of emotion

1s enjoyed without any attack upon our selfishness.
No habit of benevolence 18 formed by such indul-
gence in sympathy with fictitious distress. The
heart is hardened. The habit of practical bene-
volence is not formed. Soon the sentimental no-
vel-reader gets beyond feelings for the orcinary,
common place ills which flesh and blood are heir to.
ilis feelings are as it were worn out.  And while
they existed, they tecminated in themselves, They
did not lead him in whom they existed out ofhim-
self. They did not lead him to war with hisin-
born selfishness and to subdueit. Then had they'
answered their purpuse, and established the habit
of benevolent action. But instcad of this they
were turned to the very indulgence of selfishness
itse!f. It is instractive to mark the difference of
result in the case of one who acling in the sym.
pathies of his nature, sets about relieving distress,
and one who enjoying the sympathics of his na-
ture sits and reads about distress in the Gctitious
tules of the poct and the novelist. In both alike,
the impressions of sympathy are by repetition
wenkened. But the former acquires a practical
habit, which renders it easy, pleasing, nay delight-
ful to him to give aid to the distressed. Wihile
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from the latter the yery eapagity of feeling for the
ordinary suffering of thuse around him, as of being
moved to exertion for their relicf is taken away. In
this, truly, ave the words of scripture fulfilled. “He
that hath, to him ehall be given and he shall have
abundance. Butfrom him that hath not, shall be
takenaway even that which he hath,”

But there is,we said in the second place » general
lesson as tv our use and improvement of all moral
ympressions. These are produccd by moral and reli-
gious consideration, and they are designed to
Jead to moraland religious action, Be assured the
Jaws of’mind, we have been considering have res-
pectto those as well as to other impressions. By
rapetition they become weaker. By acting onthe
impressions a habit of moral and religious action is
formed, Justas in the case of the emotions of pity
and sympathy, in the case of moral impressions,
may the operation of these two laws be for good,
or be disturbed and reversed and made for evil. By
the same process may the mind become insensible
to them——or a habit of determined wickedness and
vice be formed. This however opens up a field of
remark, best fitted perhaps for anotber place, and

we would now oaly request you to take up the |’

subject inthis view yourselves, It is in this view
thatyou will find it of the most unspeakable im.
portance,

Forthe sake of illuatration on this branch of the
subject, Imay however call your attention to one
case. Suppose there had been here on Tuesday
evening a person of intemperate habits. The state-
ment made of the pernicious physical consequences
of such habits, if heard for the first time, would
be likely to make sdbme impression. Suppose he
should hear it agaip to night, wonld it make an
equal impression ? Suppose it were repeatedtohim
night after night, would it pot cease to make any
impression at all? The same would be the fate
of an impression made by an argument fortemper-
ance fuuaded on prudence, as respects worldly
comfort,—or oa moral duty, as respects socicty,
oron religious principle, as respects God. If a man
acts ou these impressions, acts instantly, acts ho-
nestly, scts energetically, well. No matter though
they weaken, The habit of temperance is estab-
lished, and the force of habit supplies the place
of & powerful impression. But if he does not so
3ct—nay, if on the contrary, he persistsin his de
grading habit of inteinperance, at one and the same
tine, he is becoming in nced of a stronger power
to reclaim him, and the power for reclaiming him,
without especial iutervention which he has noright
10 expect, i becoming weaker. Judge then, how
deplorable his condition—and how necessary it iz
im this or inany point of moral conduct, to act
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promptly, ou the moaral convictions and impres.
sion which are givenus.

I ought perhaps in conclusion, to apologize for
the nature of the discourse I have given you, the
subject of which was certainly chosen more with a,
view to my own conveaience, then to your pleg-
sure ar profit. I did not feel prepared for lecturing
here—at the same time I was anxious to appear
among you were it only that I might mark my
sympathy with the objects of your institution, my
respect for theclass, to which you belong, and my
desire to aid or stimulate inany way of whichl am
cpable your most honourable and meritorious ex-
ertions for your own improvement. Iknow well,
how many temptativnsthere are in this community,
to all classes—to none more than to mechanics, to
indulgence in mere sensual pleasure. And Ire-
joice in your cultivating those tastes and habits,
which take you from and raise you above these.
I wish you abundant success—and it will give me
unfeigned satisfaction of heart if I can in any
way contribute to 1t, '

MEMOIR OF THR REV. ROBERT BLAWR,
From the Scottish Worthies.

Mg, Brar—Mr. Blair was bora at Irvine in
1593. His fatker John Rlair of Windyedge, wasa
younger brother of the ancient and honourable family
of Blair of that Ilk; his mother Beatrix Muir, was
of the no less ancient and honorable family of Row-
allan. His father died while he was young, and left
his mother with six children, of whom Robert was
the youngest. She continued nearly fity years a
widow, and lived ill she was an hundred years old.

Mr. Robert entered into the college of Glasgow,
about the year 1608, where he studied hard, and
made great progress; but lest he should have been
puffed up with his proficiency, as he himself observes,
the Lord was pleased to visit him with a tertian fever,
for full four months, to the great detriment of his
studics.

Nothing remarkalle occurred till ths Q0': year of
his age. Having then finished his coyrse of philose-
phy, under the discipline of his awn brother, Mr.
William Blair, who was afterwards minister at Dum-
barton, he engaged for some time ta be assistant to
an sged schoolmaster at Glasgow, who had above
300 scholars under his instruction, the half of whom

were committed to the charge of Mr. Blair, Atthis
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time he was called, by the ministry of the famous
Mr. Boyd of Trochrig, then principal of the college
of Glasgow, in whose hand as he hiwself observes
jn his Memoirs, the Lord put the k~y of his heart, so
thot whenever he hieard him in public or private, he
profited much, he being as it were sent to lum foom
God, to speak the words of eternal life,

Two years after, he was admitted in the room of
his brother, Mr. William, to be regeat in the college
of Glasgow. In the summer of 1616, he entered
upon trials for license, and having obtamed it, was
roquired to preach in the College Kuk the Sabbah
immediately after. This accordingly he did, and
some years after, he was, to his great surprise, told by
some of his hearers, who were better acquainted with
religion than he was then, that in his sermon the
Lord spoke to their hearts ; which not only surprised,
but stirred him up still more and more to follow afier
the Lord. His experience, however, at the time was
in some instances, much less calculated to flatter his
selfeesteem, Thus, it is related, that on one occasion
slortly after that above alluded to, he, by a remarka-
ble providence, had for his hearer the famous Mr.
Bruce, and being desirous to have the judgment of so
great and good a man upon his discourse, he often
said that he should never forget the criticism which he
gave: 1 found,” said he, ¢ your sermon very polish-
ed and well digested, but there is onething I did miss
in it, to wit, the Spirit of God; I found not that*—
This gave him to understand, that to be a minister of
Jesus Christ, implied simething more than to be a
knowing and eloquent preacher.

In regard also to his experience as a private Chris-
tian, he had occasionally some checks. Upon an
evening in the same year, having been engaged with
some irreligious company, he found himself on re-
turning to his chamber to his wonted devotion, like
tobe deserted of God, speat avery resiless night, and
to-rsorrow resolved on a day of fasting, humiliation,
aud prayer. Towards the end of that day, he found
access to God with sweet peace, through Jesus Clirist,
and determined to beware of such company; but
gunning into another extrerae of rudeness and incivil-
ity to profane persons, he found it was very hard for
2 short-sighted sinnzr to hold the right way.

‘While he was regent in college, upon a report thay
some sintul cath was to be imposed upon the masters,
he inquired at Mr, Gavin Forsylh, one of his fellow-
regents, what he would do in this. He answered,
“By oy faith, I must live."—Mr. Blair said, ¢ er
I will not swear by my faith, as you do, but uuly 1
jatend to live by my faith. You may choose your
own way, but I will adventure on the Lord.’——~And
20 this man to whom the matter of an oath was a
small thing, continued afier he wus gone; bLut some
years afierwards, was in such poverty, as forced him
to supplicate the General Assembly for relief.  Mr
Bluu-, who was then moderator, upon his appearing
in such a desperate case, could not shun observing on
his former conduct; and upon bis addeess to Yim in
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private, with great tenderaess put him in mind, that
lie himsel€ had been carried through by that faith, ac
which he had formerly scoffed,

Soms time after ha ceased to be a regent in the col-
lege, he fell under deep exercise of” soul, and theremn
attained unto much comlort.  Among others, that
saying, the just shall live by fuith, sounded loudly in
his cars, and led hi'n t0 search the scriptures anew on
the subject.

“ By this study of the nature of faith,” says he,
 and especially of the text before mentioned, 1 leurned
Ist, that nominal Christians, or common professors,
were much deluded in their way of believing; und
that not only do Papisis err, who place faith in an
implicit assent to the truth which they know not,
and say that it is better defined by iznorance than
knowledge, (a way of belicving very suitable to Aa-
tichrist’s slaves; who are led by the nose they know
not whither,) but also secure Protestauts, who abusing
the description given of old of fuith, say, that it
mplies an assured knowledge iu the person who
believes of the love of God in Christ to him in par-
ticular.  “T'his asswance is uo doubt zttainable, and
many believers do comfortably enjoy the same, as our
divincs prove unanswerably against the Popish doc-
tors, who maintain the necessuy of perpetual doubting,
and mscall comfortable assurance, the Protestant’s
presmaption.  But notwithstanding, that comforteble
ussurance doth ordinsrily accompany a high degree of
fuith, yet thut assurance is not to be found in all the
degrees of saving fuith; so that by not adverting to
that distinction, many gracious souls and sound be-
lievers, who have received Jesus Christ, and rested
upon him as he is vffered to them in the word, have
been much puzzled, as il they were not believers at
all: on the other hand, many sccure and impenitent
sinners, who have not yet believed the Loid’s holiness,
nor abhorrence of sin, nor their own ruined state and
condition, do from scif-love imagine, without any
warrant of the word, that ey a ¢ beloved of God,
and that the foresnid description of faith agrees well
to them.

“ 241y, 1 perceive, that many who make a right use
of fuith in order to uttain to the knowledge of their
jusiification, make ro dircet usc of it in order to
sanctification ; and that the living of the just by failhk,
reacheth farther than I formerly conceived: and that
the heart is purified by faith. If any say, why dud 1
uot know, that, precious faith, being a grace, is not
only a part of our holiness, but dves promote other
paris of holiness; I auswer, that 1 did indecd know
this, and mede use of faith as a motive to stir me up
to holiness, according to the aposile’s exhortation,

Having therefore these promiscs, let us cleanse our-
scltes from all filthiness of the flesh and spirit, per-
fecting holiness in the fear of the Lurd, But 1 bad
ot before learnced to make use of faith as a2 mean and
nstrument to draw holiness out of Christ, though it
awy be, Ihad Loth heard and spoken that, by way

2f a transient notion ; but then 1 feagned to purpose,
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that they who receive forgiveness of sin, are sancti-
fied thraugh fuith in Christ, as our glorious Sagiour
taught the Apostle,* Then 1 3aw, that it was no
wonder that my not muking use of fitich for sanctifica-
tion, as has been said, oceasioned an obstruction in
the progress of holiness; and I pereecived, that mak-
ing use of Clnist for sanctification, witkout directly
employing faith to extract the same out of him, was
like one secking waterout of a deep well, without a
long cord to let down the bucket and draw it up again.
Then was I like one that came to the store-house, but
got my provision reached unto me as it were through
awindow; I had come to the house of mercy, bt
had not found the right door; but by this discovery 1
found a patent door, at which to go in, to reccive
provision and furniture from Christ Jesus.  Thus the
bessed Lord traincd me up, step by step, suffering
many difficulties to arise, that more light from himself
might flow in.

“T hoped then to make better progress, and with
less stumbling ; but shortly afier, L met with another
difficulty ; and wondering what discovery would next
clear the way, I found that the Spirit of holiness,
whose immedinte and proper work was to sanctify,
had been slighted, and thereby grieved; for though
the Holy Spirit had been teaching, and I had been
speaking of him and to him frequently, and had been
sceking the outpouring thercof, and urging others to
seek the same, yet thatdiscovery appeared unto mea
new practical lesson; and so 1 laboured more to
cherish and not to quench the Holy Spint, praying to
be led into all truth, according to the scripture, by
that blessed guide; and that, by that hicavenly Com-
forter, I might Le encouraged in all troubles, and
scaled up thereby tn strong assurance of iy intaiest
in God.

¢ About that time, the Lord set me to woik to stir
up the students under my discipling, carnestly to study
piety, and to be diligent in sceret seeking of the Lord ;
end my cndeavours this way were graciously blessed
to several of them.”

Shortly after this Dr Cameron being brought from
France, and seuled as principal of the college in
place of Mr. Boyd, and being wholly bent on the
promotion of Episcopacy, urged Mr. Biair to conform
to the Perth Avticles; but this he refused.* And it

* The articles conclnded at Perth Assembly, 1. That the
ancrment of the Lord's 2upper be celebrated by the people an
their kuces: 2. Tunt it e prevately administered to persons
on deathit.ed? three or four “being present to commuhicate with
them, and & place convenicnt, amt ull tinngs necessary  de.
cently provided 3 3 ‘Fhat haptism, when great need shall
compel, be adminestered in private houses, and declaration
made thereaf next Losd's day in the corgregations 4. That
miisters  catechise all young chiliren of cigit yews of age,
and that the tishope, in theiwr visfiatlons, cause present them
e them, and Liess thein, with prayers and inpositton of hands;
and, 8, That thie days of our Lard's hirth. puzsion, resurrec.
tion, and ascension, and sending down of the Holy Ghost, he
alscrved by {sters, in ton of these inestimable
benefits; are declared to have been aljured by the kirk, i
their confession of faith, as (¢ was meancd and profesced in the
yenra 1550, 1381, 1390, 1594, rnd =0 ought to he removed out of
it andalldisputing for, or ohserving of, any of them, in all

MPEMOIR OF THE KREV. ROBRRT BLAIR.

being usual in those days, for the Regents t0 meet
together and dispute on some thesis for their own im-
provement, Mr. Blair on one occasion obtained an
advantage over his opponent, a French student, who
maintained that election proceeded upon foreseen
faith ; but the Doctor having stated himself in oppo-
sition to M. Blait, the latter was urged to a sccond
dispate, and did so drive him into the mireof Armi-
wianism, as did redound much to the Doctor’s igno-
miny. Mr. Blair and he, indced, were afterwards
reconciled, but yet so nettled was he by that dispute,
that he improved all occasions against him ; and with
that view, when Mr. Blair happened to be on a visit
to some of his friends, he caused one Gardner, to
search his prelections on  Aristotle, and finding some
things capable of being wrested, he presented them to
the Aichbishop of Glasgow. This coming to Me.
Blair's ears, he was so far from betraying innocence,
Leing assured the Lord would clear his integrity, that
he preparcd a written apology, and desired a public
hearing before the ministers and magistrates of the
city ; which being granted, he managed the paint so
well, that all present professed their entire satisfaction
with him; and one of the ministers who had becn
previously influenced ogainst him, even said in the
face of the mecting, * Would to God King James had
heen present and heard what answers that man has
given.”  With such a powerful antagonist, however,
his life was so uncasy, that he resolved to leave tha
college, and go abroad; which resolution was no
sooner known, than the Doctor and the Archbishop
knowing bis abilities, wrote letters requesting him to
stay; Lut he judging that liwle trust was to be put
in their promises, demitted his charze, took his leave
of the Doctor, and left the college, 1o the great grief
of his fetlow-regents, the students, and the people”of
Glasgow,

Though Lec had scveral charges in Scotland pre-
sented to him, tozcther with an invitation to go 10
France, yet next day after leaving Glasgow, haring
had an invitiation to be minister of Bangor in Ireland,
(a call he for some time rejected, until rebuked of the
Lord), he at length set his face towards that country ;
and although he met with a contrary wind, and be-
came sea-sick, yet upon the very sight of land, he
was made to exult with great joy. Itis also related
of him, that when he came near Bangor, he had 2
strong impression bornc in upon his mind, that the
dean thereof was sick: an impression which hs
found to be truz when he came thither.  Mr., Gibson,
the incuinbent, being sick, invited him to preach, This
he did for three Sabbaths with much aceeptance to the
people of the parish ; upon which the Dean, though
formerly but a very careless person, told Mr. Blair
that he would succeed him in that place; and exhorted

tine comtne, is prohibited and discharged s and prestyteries
ardained 10 proceed with the censures of the Kirk agninst alf
teansgressars ¢ And the sevaral acts of parlinment and Gene-

ral Assenblics, aud licads of our canf-sswin of faith, rod hao)ur

o diseiphine, disapproving and « inz the sub e o
these articles, are sesumed in Act Sess. 17, Dec. 10

.




fim in the name of Christ, not to leave the good way
ih which he hud begun to walk.. }.le condemued
Episcapacy more than cten Mr. B\:\!r did ; an~d draw-
ing his head towards his Losom, with both bis vrins,
he blessed hin 5 which conduct Leing so ualke -
sclf, und his speech so different from lni.s usual, made
a person stunding Ly, say ¢ An angel is speaking ou:
of the Dean's bid to Mr. Blur”  Afier a few days
he died, and Mr. Blair was seuled i his place. In
regard to his ordination, the following singular fact 1s
related.  He went to Knox, the Bishop of the diocese,
told him bis opinions, and said, that esdination by one
wan did not accord with his principles. But the
Bishop, informed before-haud of his greut talents and
piety, answered bis us follows, * Whatever you ac-
count of Epis pacy, yet I know you account Presby-
tery to have a divine warrant. Wil you not receive
ordination from Mr. Cuuninghnm and the adjacent
brethren, and let nie come in among them in no other
selation than a Presbyter;” for on no lower terms
could he be answerable to Jaw.  "This Mr. Blair could
not refuse, and he was accordingly ordained about
the year 1623.

Being thus settled, he found his charge very great,
having above 1200 persons come to age, besides
children, who stood much in need of instiuction.—
His labours, however, were correspondingly arduous.
He preached twice a-weck, besides on the Lord’s day,
and on these occusions he had great freedom and sup-
port granted him, and was the instiument of much
£ood to others.

He became a chief mean in that great work which
appeared shortly thereafier, at Six-mile water, and
other paits in the counties of Down aud Antrim;
and that not only by his own ministry, in which he
was both diligent and fuithful, but also by the great
Ttains he took to stic up others to the like duty.

Shortly after the commencement of his ministry, he
met with a most notable deliverance; for staying in
a high house st the end of the town until the manse
should be built, and being late at his studics, his land-
fady went into a room under which he lay to bring
him a candle, and discovered, to her astonishment,
that a joist immediately under his bed had taken fire,
which, had hic been in bed as usual, the conscquence,
in all probability, had been dccadful 1o the whote town,
as well as to him, the wind being strong from that
quarter ; but by the timeous alarm being given, the
danger was prevented, which made him give thanks
1o God Tor this great deliverance.

‘When lie first cclcbrated the Lord’s supper, his
heart was much lifted up in speaking of the new
covenant, which made him in the view of a second
administration of that ordinance, resolve to go back
to that sawme inextiaustible fountain of consolation;
and coming over to Scotland about the time, he re-
ceived no small assistance from Mr., Dickson, who
was then restored to his flock at Irvine, aud studying
aud preaching on the same subject.
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But it was not many years that he had libaity thus
ta exercise his office.  In hacvest 163%, he and Mr.
Livingstone were suspended by the then Bishop of
Down; but upon recomse to Doztor Usher, who
sent aletter to the Bishop, theiv seatence was velaxed,
2ud they again went on n their labuurs, until May
1632, when they wue deposed from the office of the
holy ministry.

Upon his return, the king's letter being slighted Ly
the depute, who was newly returned from England,
hic was furced once wmore to have recourse to Arch-
bishop Usher. ‘T'lie good Archbishop shed teurs that
lic could not help them; but by the interposition of
Lort Castlestuart with the King, they got six ovonths’
hboty,  Shouly after this, however, in November
1631, he wus conveved befowe the Bishap, aad the
sentence of excommunication pronoanced ugarust
him.  After sentence, My Blais 10se up, und pub-
liely cited the Bishop to appear Lefore the wribanal of
Jesus Churist, to answer for that wiched deed.  Upon
thus the Bishop appealed from the jus-ice of God 1o
his merey ; but Mr. Blair replied, « Your appeal iy
tike to ve rejected, beeause you act against the light
of your own conscience.” In a few months after-
wards he fell sick; and the physician inquiring of
his sickness, he afier some thne's silence, with great
difficulty said, “It is my conscience, man.” To
this the Doctor replied, * 1 have no cure for that;"”
and in a linle time after, he died,

Afier his gjeciion, Mr. Blair preached ofien 1 his
own and in other houses, nntil the beginning of 1635,
Matters still continuing the same, he engoged with
the vest of the ejected ministers in their resolution of
buiiding a ship, on purposc to go 10 New Englund,
an enterprise which, us already mentioned, afierwards
wiscarnied,  Having got ubout 300 or 400 leagues
from lveland, they encountered u terrible burricane,
which forced them back to the same harbonr from
whence they loosed; the Lord having work for them
elsewhere, it was fit their purposes should be defeated.
Mzr. Blair continued four manths aficr this in Ireland,
when upon information that he and Mr. Livingstone
were 10 be appreliended, they immediately took ship-
ping, und landed in Scotland in 1637  During the
sumater after his arrival,.he was as much employcd
in public und private cxcreises as befure, tmostly at
trvine and the country around,and partly in Elinburgh.
But things being then in great confusion, because of
the service-book being urged upon the ministers, his
old inclination to goto France revived; and upon an
invitation to be chaplain of Col. Hepburn’s regiment
in the French service, new inlisted in Scotland, he em-
barked at Leith; but some of the recruits, who were
mostly Highlanders, being desperately wicked, and
threatening upon his reproofs to stab him, he resolved
to quit the voyage, and calling on the ship-master to
set lum on shore, without impucting his design, a boat
was immediatcly ovdered for his service;, on this oc~
casion he met with yet another deliverance, for his
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foot sliding, he was in dangerof going to the battom,
but the Lord ordered, that he got hold of a rope by
which lie hung till he was relieved.

Mr. Blair's return gave great satisfuction to his
friends at Edinburgh, and the reformation being then
in the ascerdant, in the spring of 1638, he got a call
1o be collergueto Mr. Annan,at Ayr; andupon May
24, at a meetirg of the presbytery, having preached
from 2 Cor. iv. 5, he was, at the special desire of all
the people there, admitied minister.

He staid not long herve; for having at the General
Asscmbly held at Glasgow in 1638, vindicated him-
self, both anent his affuic with Dr. Cameron, while
regent 1n the University, and hissettlement in Ireland,
hie was by them ordered to be transported to St.
Aundrews, It would appear, however, that he hun-
self did not see his way clearly as to this change,
and s0 the burgh of Ayr, where the Lotd had begun
to bless his labours, enjoyed his presence for another
year. But the Assembly held at Edinburgh 1639,
being offended at his disobeying, ordered him per-
emptorily to transport himself thither.

In 1640, when the King, by the advice of the clergy,
had caused the acticles of the former treaty with the
Scots to be burned, and again was prepared to chas-
tise them with an army, the Scots resolving not
always to play after-game, also raised an army, in-
vaded England, routed about 4000English at Newburn,
had Newcustle surrendered to them, and withia two
days were masters of Durham. This produced a
new treaty more favourable thun the former; and with
this army was Mr. Blair, who, when that treaty was
on foot, was called upon to assist the commissioners
with his best advice.

Again, after the Irish rebellion in 1641, those who
survived the storm supplicated the General Assembly
during the next year for a supply of ministers, upon
which several went over, and among the fiest Mr.
Blair. During his stay there, he generally preached
once every day, and twice on Sabbath, sometimes
from necessity in the fields; on some of these occa-
sions he also administered the Lord’s supper.

After his return, the condition of church and state
was various during the years 1643 and 1641, 1athe
former of these years he act:d asone af the Commit-
tee of the Gencral Assembly, who agreed to a solemn
Teague and covenant betwixt Scottand and England;
and in the end of the same year, when the Scots as-
sisted the English Patliament, Mr. Blair was appoint-
ed minister to the Earl of Crawford’s regiment; with
whom he staid until the King was routed at Marston-
muir, July 164, when hie retusned 1o his charge at St.
Andrews.

When the Patliament and Commission of the As-
sembly sat at Perth in July 1645, the Parliament was
opened with a sermon by Mr. Blair; and afterhaving
upon the forenaon of the 27th, 1 day of solemn hu-
miliation, preached again to the Parliament, he rode
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out to the army, then encamped at Torgondermy,
and preached 1o Crawford’s and Muitland's regimems,
He told the Brigade, that he was informed, many of
them were become dissolute and profanc; and he ag.
sured them, that though the Lord had covered their
heads in the day of baule, few of them being Killed
at Marston-muir, they should not be able to stand
beforea less farmidable foe, unless they repented.—
‘Though this freedom was taken in good part from
onc who wished them well, it was too little laid to
heart ; and the most part of Crawford’s regiment was
cut off at Kilsyth, three weeks afterwards.

In 1616, the Gencral assembly appointed Mr, Blai,
who was then moderatar, together witke Mr. Cant and
Mr. Robert Douglas, to repair to the King at New-
castle, to co-operate with Me. Henderson and others,
who were labouring to convince of the great blood-
shed he had caused in these kingdoms, and to recon-
cile him to Presbyterian church government and the
covenants. 'When the three ministers obtained a
hearing, Mr. Cant, being the eldest, began to insinw-
ate with his wonted zeal and plainness, that the King
favoured Popery; but Mr. Blair interrupted him,
and modestly hinted, that it was not a fit time nor
place for that. The King looking to him, said,
“ That honest man speaks wisely and discreetly,
therefore I appoint you three to attend me to-morrow
at ten o'clock, in my bed-chamber.” They attended
according to appointment, but got little satisfuction ;
only Mr. Blair asked his majesty, if there were not
abominntions in Popery, to which he veplied, lifting
his hat, “ [ take God to witness thot there abomina.
tions in Popery, which I so much abhor, that erc 1
consent to them, I would rather lose my life and my
crown® Upon this, Mr. Blair and Mr. Henderson
earnestly desired him to satisfy the just desires of his
subj-cts, but he obstinately refused, though they be-
sought him with tears.  Renewed Commissions for
this end were sent from Scotland, but to no good pur-
pose, and Mr. Blair returncd home to St. Andrews.

Mr. Henderson having died at Edinburgh August
19th, the King immediately sent for Mr. Blair to
supply his place, as chaplain in Scotland; which
Mr. Blair, through fear of being ensnared, was at first
averse to, but having consulted with Mr. Dickson,
and reflecting that Mr. Henderson had held his in-
tegrity fast unto the end, hc applied himself to the
employment with great diligence, every day praying
before dinner and supper in the presence-chamber;
and on the Lord's day lecturing once and preaching
twice, besides preaching oceasionally on week-day’s in
St. Nicholas's church ; as also conversing much with
the King, desiring bim to condescend to the just de-
sires of his Parliamént, and debating with him con-
cerning Prelacy, liturgies, and ceremonies.

One day after prayer, the King asked him, if it
was warrantable in prayer to determinea controver
sy 1  Mor. Blair taking the hint, said, he thought he
tud determined no controversy in that prayer. Yes,
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said the King, you have determined the Pope to be
Antichrist, which is a contioversy among divines.
To this Mr Blaic veplicd, to me this is no controversy,
and 1am sorry it should be uccounted so by your
Majesty; sure it was none to your father. Tlns
silenced the King, for he was a great defender of lus
father's opinions, and kis te.umony, Mr. Blaw knew
well, was of more authority with i than the tes-
timony of aay divine. After a few months stay,
Mr. Blair was permitted to visit his fock and fanuly.

Upon the siing of the Scots Parliament, Me.
Blair made another visit to the King at Newecas.le,
here he urged him, with all the arguments he was
wmaster of, 10 subscribe the covenants, and abolish
Epis:opacy in England, assuring him he was confi-
dent that all his honest Scotsmen would in that case
espouse his quarrel against lus enemies.  To this the
King answesed, that he was bound by his great
cath o defend Episcopacy in that church; and ere
he wronged his conscience, by violaung lus corona-
tion oath, he would lose hiiz crown.  Mr. Blaw asked
the form of that cath, he said it was 1o maintain it to
the utmost of his powesr. Then said M:i. Blair,
«You have not only dcfended it to the utmost of your
power, but so long, and so fur, that now you have no
power.” But by nothing could he prevail upon the
King, and so he left himn with a sorrowful heart, and
rawurned to St. Audrews.

Again in the year 1618, when Cromwell came to
Edinburgh, the Comuwmission of the kitk sent Mr.
Blair, and Messrs. David Dickson und James
Guthrie, to treat with him  for an unifornuty of reh-
gion in Englund. ‘When they came, he entertained
them with smooth speeches, und solemn appeals to
God, as to the sincerity of his intentions. My Blair
being best acquuinted with him, spoke for therest, and
among other things, begzed an answer to these three
guestions. (1) What wus us opimon of monarchi.
cal government 7 To tlus hic answered, that lic was
for’ monarchical government. (2.) What was lus
opinion anent toleration ¥ "T'o tlus he answered con-
fidently, that he was altogether against tolciation.
(3.) What was his opinion concerning the govern.
ment of the church? “ O now,” said Cromwell,
* M. Blair, you article me too severely ; you wmust
pardon me, that 1 give you not a present answer to
this.” This question lie cvaded, because he had
before, in conversation with Mr. Blair, confessed he
was fgr independency. 'When they came out, Mr.
Dickson said, * I am glad to hear this man speak no
worse;”? 10 which Mr. Blair replied, ¢ if you knew
him as well as ], you would not belicve one word hie
says, for he is an egregious dissembler.”

Thus affairs continued til! the year 1660, when
Cromwell being dead, the Kingdom sick of distrac.
tions, restored Charles I, ; the wolul consequeaces of
which act are too well known. On this ucession, Mr.
Blair again began to besiir himself to procure union
betweon the parties, and for that cul obtained a
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meeting ; but his endeavours were frustrated, and no
reconcilintion could be made, till both sides were cust
iuto the furnace of a long and sore persecution.

In Sepiember 1661, Mi. Sharp came to St An-
drews; and the presbytesy having had acsurance of
his deceitful conduct at court, and of the probability
of lus being made Archbishop of St. Audrews, sent
Mvr. Blair with another, to dischurge thew duty to
him, which they did so faihiully, thut Sharp was
never ut euse ull, My, Blair was souted out.

A few weeks after this, Mr. Blair taking occasion
in a s:rmon fiom 1 Pet, iii. 13. to enlurge on suffer-
ing for righteousness suke, uud giving testimony 10
the covenunts and  woik of 1cformation, agaiust the.
corrupt courses of the times, wus called betore the
Council, when the Advocate aund soe noblemen up-
pointed for the purpose, posed him on the tollowing
points: 1. Whetker he had asserted presbytenal
government to be jure divinoe? 2. Whether he had
assaited that suffering, for it was sulfesing for righte-
ousuess sake? And, 3 Whether in Yus prayers
aguwnst Popery, he had jomed Prelucy with it
tlaving answered ull ju the afirmative, professing
his soirow that they doubted his opinions in thess
points, ke was first confined 1o his chamber in Edin-
burgh; und afiawards upous supplication, and the
attestution of Physiciaus on accoutt of his health, he
was pemitted to retive to Inveresk, about the 12th of
January 1662. .

Here he continued till October following, enjoying
much of God’s presstice amiidst his outwuid troubie,
and afterwards, through the Chancellor's favour, he
obtained libery 1o go where he pleased, except to St,
Audrews, Edinburgh, and tiie west country, Ife went
to Kirkaldy.

While at Kirkaldy, he often lectured to some
Christian fricnds in hus own family; and for recrea--
tion, taught lus youager son the Greck language. But
the Archbishiop envying his repose, and that of some
others iu simiiar circumstances, procured an act, that
no outcd minister should reside within twenty mules
of an Archbishop's see; upon which Mr. Blair re-
moved from Iirkaldy to Mlakle Couston, in the
parish of Aberdour, where he cuntinued il Liis death,
which waus shortly afier.

Upon the 10th of August 1635, bLeing worn out
with age, and lus spirits sunk w1 surrow und grief
for the desolations of the Lord's sanctuary in Scot-
land, Mr. Blair took his last sickness, und ever ex-?
talting the good aund glorivus Muster whom le had
served, contemplated with serious composure, his neur .
approaching end. His sickuess iocreasing, he was
visited by mauny frieads uud acq tantances, whow he
swrengthened aud comforted by his wmany gracious and -
edsfying words.

At one time, when they told hia of some severe
acts of Council lately mude, upon S.aucp’sinstigation,
ne prayed that the Lord would opnn his eyes, and
Sive hun repentunce,  Aad W muotna tae to Mrs,
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Rutherford he said, * I would not exchange conditions
with that man, (though for himself he was now an
ths bed of languishing, and ths other possessed of
great riches and revenaes) even if all betwixt us
were 1ed go'd, and given me to the birgain,”  When
some ministers asked him, if ho had any linpes of
deliverance to the people of God ?  He said, he would
not take upon himto determine the times and seasons
which the Lord keeps in his own hands, but that it
was to him a token for good, that the Lard was cast-
ing the prelates out of the affections of all ranks and
degrees of peopls, and even some who were most
active in setting them up, wore now beginning to
loathe them for the pride, falsehood, and covetous
ness they displayed,

To his wife and children he spake gravely and
affectionately, and afier haviug solemnly blessed them,
he admonished them severally as he jndged expedient.
His son David said to him, ¢ The best and worst of
men have their thoughts and afier-thoughts, now Sir,
God having given you time for after-thoughts on
your way, we would hear what they are now."—He
answered, “ I have again and again thoaghtupon my
former ways, and communed with my heart ; and as
for my public actings and carriage, in reference to
the Lord’s work, if I were to begin aguin, I would
just do as I havedone.” He ofien repeated the 16th,
the 234, and once the 7ist psalm which he used tocall
his own. About two days befors his death, his
speech began to fail, and he could not be heard. or
understood ; some things, however, were not altoge
ther lost, for speaking of some eminent saints then
alive, he prayed earnestly that the Lord would bless
them, and as an evidence of his love to them, he de-
sired Me. George Hatcheson then present, to carry
his Christian remembrances to them. When Mr.
Hutcheson went from his bed side, he said to his wife,
and cthers who waited on him, that he rejoiced in
suffering as a persecuted minister.  *Is it not per-
sccution,” added he, *to thrust me from the wark of
the ministry, which was my delight, and hinder me
from doing good to my people and flock, which was
my joy and crown of rejoicing, and to chase me from
place to place, till I am wasted with heaviness and
sorrow for the injuries done to the Lord's prerogative,
interest, and cause? What he afterwards said was
either forgotten or not understood, and at length,about
four veclock in the morning, August 27th 1666, he
was gathered to hus fathers, by a blessed and happy
death, the certain result of a holy life.

His body lies in theburial place at Aberdour; and
upon the church-wall above his grave, was erected a
listle monument with this inscription :

Hic reconditee jacent mortozs
Exuviz D. Roberti Blair, 8. 8.
Evangelii apud Andreapolin
Predicatoris fidelissimi. Obiit
Jugusti, 27, 1666, Xtatis sue 73.

Mr. Blair was a man of a fine constitution, both
inbody and in mind, of amajestic but amiable coun-
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tenance and carriage, thoroughly learned, and of a
most public spirit for God. He was unremittingly
diligent and laborious in all the private as well as
public duties of his station. He highly endeared
himself to his own people, and to the whole country
where he lived ; and their attachment to him was not
alittle strengthened hy his couduct in the judicatories
of tte church, which indeed constituted the distin-
guishing part of his chacacter.

THE SYNOD OF¥ TAE FRESBYTERIAN CHURCR OY
CANADA, IN CONNEXION WITH THE CRURCH OF
SCOTLAND; TO THE GUNERAL AMEMBLY OF THR
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN THR UNMITED STATES,

Esteemed and beloved brethren in Christ =

Your letter was not received by us till after
the meeting of our 8ynod in September last, and
our next meeting does not take place till the
month of July next. But an anxious wish being
expressed by many brethren here that an answer
should be returned before the present Session of
your Assembly shall have closed, it was resolved
at a meeting of the Commission held in the City
of Toronto in February, that that Court should
under these circumstances assume the responsibility
of writing the answer, You will underatand, that
by the law and usage of our Church what is done
by the Commission of Synod, if approved of, is
viewed as a Synodical act,

A correspondence with a Christian body on this
side the Atlantic, holding in commen with us, the
same forms of Church Government, and the same
precious faith~nore especially when that body is
witnessing amidst great trials for the truth as it is
in Jesus, cannot but be regarded by us with the
liveliest interest. We,it is true, live undera dif-
ferent civil Government, and to the ingtitutions of
our country we confess ourselves to be warmly
attached ; but this attachment ought to be no
barrier to that reciprocation of Christian sentiment
and feeling which hae often existed between
Churches situated as we are, Whera there is one
faith, and one Lord, a correspondence between
those who hold that faith and love that Lord in
sincerity, must promote Christian love, and may
tend not a little to the edification and comfort of
those who are fellow heira of the same promises.

And in these times,when Christian truth is assail-
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«d with & malignity and s subtlety to which hardly
any age furnishes & parallel,it is peculiarly incum-
bent on the friends of the Lord Jesus, to strengthen
esch otherl', bands, and encourage eachothers
heart, When the powers of darkness are seen
mustering their forces and leaguing together
aguinst the Liord and his anointed, surely Christi-
ans ought to find strong motives for drawing
closer to one another in brotherly love, while all
as with one heart should draw nearer to their divine
master, These are our gsentiments, brethren, on a
matter which we fear the Churches of Christ have
in modera times too much neglected, We take it
therefore kindly that you have addressed us in the
frank and affectionate terms which so peculiatly
characterize youracceptable letter.

In our first communication it will naturally be
expected that we should give you some account
of the present condition of that Church over which
we are sppointed to watch in the Lord. Weare
sorry that we cannot speak of the state of religion
in such favourable terms as we could wish. Vital
piety, wefear, isata low ebb, foriniquity abounds,
and the Jove of the world prevails to a lainentable
extent; and many professing christians, manifest
but littie of the fruits of true godliness, These
evils have been greatly aggravated by the distrac-
tions to which civil Society has been subjected for
& considerable tim2 past, And in addressing you
we need hardly do more than refer to the many
obstacles which religion has to encounter in a new
country, settled by & mixed population, many of
whom are entirely without the knowledge, and the
fear of the Lord. And while inaddition to this it
is konown that there is a great want of faithful
and able Minietersto go into the destitute settle.
iaents to proclaim the Gospel of salvation, it will
not surprise you that we are called to mourn over
much irreligion around us, and to lament the little
evidence we have inmany places of genuine piety.
The harvest truly is great, but the labourers are
few.

Our Synod contains al present fty-five settled
ministers, This number however iz quite inade-
quate to the wants of even that portion of the
people who naturally look to us for spiritual in-
structors, We have nearly o hundred congrega
tions or eettlements, some of them very numerous,
that are wholly destitute of pastors, Hitherto we
have depended entirely on the Mother Country for
preachers, But we now find the supply from
home to fall so far short of the demand that steps
have been taken, and are in course of being vigo-
ronsly prosecuted, to establish a theological
seminary for training pious youths from among
ourselves, for the work of the holy ministry.

Greatly indeed do we want an increase of ministe-
rial labourers as well as an increase of faith,
diligence, love, and patience in our own hearts
that we may more devotedly labour in the work of
the gospel. For while there is much within our
Church to fill us with sorrow and humiliation
there is also much in the world around us to pro.
duce perplexity and fear. Popery, that monstrons
perversion of Christianity, has & strong hold in
these Provinces and is greatly strengthened by
the spurious charity of the age ; while nfidelity,
the natural product of superstition and fanaticism,
is embraced to & considerable extent by the vicious
and speculative portion of the people. We have
ulso to deplore the prevalence of various sects
that preach another gospel, than the gospel of
Chirist,

Yet amidst these various causes of discourage.
ment, we are not Jeft without many tokens for
good from the Lord. Thronghout our own church
Sabbath schools have generally been established,
and we believe are in many places in a prosperous
condition. Bible, Tract, and Missionary Societies,
are supported by our people, and in some instances
with a very considerable degree of liberality.
Pablic ordinances are upon the whole well attend-
ed while the number of communicants in the
church has been annually increasing. As a chne-
tian community we enjoy very great harmony,
Our standards are received and held ex animo.
Hence on church guversment and the great doc-
trines of faith we are of one mind 2nd live in
peace as brethren. This unanimity on matters of
the highest mowment contributes greatly to our
comfurt in all our ecclesiasticel affairs,

Our connection with the Church of Scotland
has been to us of unspeakable advantage, From
that church we have received preachers, pecuniary
aid, much wholesome conusel and such protection
as could be afforded. For all this we desire to
lift our hearts in thankful acknowledgment to
God and insincere gratitude to our revered mother
Church to whom we are so deeply indebted for
the means of furnishing religious instruction to
many a destitute settlement in Canade. And we
hope, christian brethren, when you revert to the
enrly history of your own Zion and remember
that some of thcse who bore the heat and burden
of the day in laying the foundation of Presbyte-
rianism in America were ministers of the church
of Scotland~-and when you think how readily she
zave her support to those men of God, Edwards
and Brainerd——and what & tender interest she felt
wn their labours, you will readily sympathise with
usin the gratitude which we have expressed,
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Shall not her children in all parts of the earth rise
up and call her blessed ? )

You no doubt rejnice with ue, brethren, in con-
templating the highly cheering aspect which reli-
gion at tho present time manifests within the
Church of Scotland. We refer to this mainly in
as much as it affords us an opportunity of men
tioning a fact that needs to be well pondered by
many professing christians in America, A simple,
frequent, full and zealous announcement of the
doctrines of the Cross has been the grand means
which the Spirit of God has made efficacions in
maintaining and promoting this state of things in
the Church of Scotland, Indeed the ministers
who have been the most successful there in awak-
ening the minds of men do not seem ever to have
thought of any thing that was for a moment to he
put in comparison with the simpla preaching of
the Cross in converting sinners, This they have
regarded s the wisdom of God and the power of
God unto salvation,

Wherever there is n gennine revival of religion
it will produce all its holy frmts in rich abundance.
And it affords the greatest. pleasure to be able to
refer to some of those fruits which furnish to us
abundant evidence that the Lord has by his own
precious truth been accomplishing a great work
for some years past thronghout all the borders of
the Scottish Church. Who can doubt this who
thinks with enlightened candour of the efforts
which that Church is now making to frec herself
from all unhallowed secular influence—her high
end holy determination to know no master in
spiritual things but Christ—her zealous efforts to
purify herself from all heresy, and the noble stand
she is taking against Popery and the insidious and
bland infidelity of the day. Nor should the sacri-
fices she is now making to provide the means for
the spiritual instruction of the destitute portion of
her people be forgotten. Within the short space
of three years nearly a million of doliarshas been
raised to build vew churches : at the same time
vast sums have been collected to aid weak congre-
gations in many of the British Colonies 1 in send-
ing the gospel to the heathen she is labouring
with great zesl and perseverance, and many of her
most accomplished preachers have gone forth to
the work of the Lord in the dark places of the
earth, These things are cheering to every chris-
tian heart :—and, brethren, are they not peculiar-
ly so when they can be traced so directly to the
vivifying influences of those doctrines that make
a crucified Saviour all in all to perishing sinners ?

We were grieved, christian brethren, to learn
from your letter that errors and irregnlarities had
erept into your Church which at length assumed
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such an alarming aspect that the Asserobly had.
been under the necessity of dissolving certain
Synads which had become most infected by heret-
ical notions and antipresbyterial practices, Of al]
this we were well aware before we received your
letter. At the same timme we were well pleased to
have your own statement of the case, and we beg
to suy that to that stafement we gave entirecredt.
It is likeiy that our opinion on the course you have
pursued may be to you of ittle moment, Yet as
a sister Clhurch we are constrained to say that we
fully approve of the steps you have beep compelled
to tuke. We speak advisedly—with a full know-
ledge of the case, and free from all uncharitable
feelings and prejudices when we declare that—if
Presbyterial Church government was to be main-
tained awmong you—if the truths of the Gospel
were to be pruclaimed in their simplicity end,
purity~if the worship of the sanctuary was to be
preserved from wild and unscriptural novelties—
if the most fatal disorders and crrors were to be
driven from your communiun—we cannot conceive
what clse you could have done than poss the dis-
owning act. Yea, brethren,looking at that actin
all its bearings we regard it as neither harsh nor
unjust, Truly if you will permit us to speak
plainly, we think your sin has not been hasty
severity but culpable forbearance. While men
slept, the eneiny sowed tares.  And here we can-
not but remark, thatto usit appearsa very plain
matter that when personsabandog the standards of
a church, or repudiate the essential doctrines
of its confession, the course which honesty points
out is quietly to withdraw from that church,
To remain in its communion,—to seek shelter be-
hind the standards they treat with obloquy and the
constitution they labour to subvert, is equally at
variance with order and integrity.

We cannot, brethren, contemplate the decision
that has recently been given against ygu in the
civil courts without sorrow and astonishment.
That the case should ever have been carried to 2
civil tribunal must be matter of surprise to all who
hold that the church onght and does possess suf-
ficient powers in her own judicatories for deciding
all questions of doctrine, discipline, and govern.
ment, But let the issue before civil conrts be
what it may, your triumph depends notonit. A
victory hasalready been gained worth every sacri-
fice which you may be required to make. A church
that holds fast the truth may lose her property and
suffer much temporary embarrassment ; yet in Hu
eyes who walketh in the midst of the seven golden
candlesticks she is rich,—sll glorious within, and
eminently powerful for good. A church becomes
poor, and weak, and despicable, only when she
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breaks covenant with her God, and permits trath
to perish from among ler people.

But we hear that you are to carry your cnuse
before a higher tribunal. Brethren, it is already
before the most august tribunal on earth, It is
now at the bar of the whole Christian world.
The decision indeed given by this tribunal may not
save your property; but it will do wmore. Let
men on earthy bowever, judge as they wnay in this
great matter, we trust and believe that the noble
and good men among you who have come forthin
tha spirit and power of christian rcformers are
acting and are determined to act as in the sight of
Him that jodgeth righteously.

Yet we cannot look at what has already taken
place in this matter, or think of what 1s likely to
happen without great sorrow. True, God can
bring good out of evil and make the wrath of man
to praise Him. Still who does not know that
divisions and distractions among christians open
the mouths of scoffers, cause the weak to stumble,
and make the hands of many feeble. Let those
answer for all this who are the cause of such de-
plorable evils. Fidelity to God, and love to the
souls of men lay necessity on the friends of truth
to oppose error.  And truly it is our solemn con-
viction that had theerrors against which you have
made at last so decided a stand been permitted to
overrun your church,Ichabod might have been pro-
claimed through all your borders. There might
have been peace and harmony, but it would have
been peace without truth, and harmony without
piety. It cannot be disguised, and ought not to be
concealed that these errors strike at the funda.
mentals of religion. Wherever they prevail they
leave nothing that1s solid for the trembling peni-
tent to build his hopes upon, and nothing that will
yield true consolation to the pious soul.

* Christian brethren, it is needful for us all to be
watchful against errors in religion. A superficial
metaphysical philosophy—a daring spirit of specu-
lation in morals~—a reckless contempt of all
ancient opinions and usages——a wish to deal with
religious truth as if its first principles had yet to
be settled—a vicious mode of analogical reasoning,
and a godless liberalism are peculiar and alarming
characteristics of the times in which we live.
That the human mind thus influenced to some
extent within the Church, will naturally produce
errors in religion—~ might be inferred @ priori.
Experience but too painfully confirms the
truth of the inference.

Let all the churches of Jesus Christ learn from
what lias lately been witnessed that truth is the
only sure basis of union and love among profess-
ing christ:ans ; that essential errors in religion

are never harmless, and that to trifle with such i
their incipient stages, or to draw the mantle of”
charity over them is neither to manifest true kind-
uess to the erring nor fidelity to the interests of
the church of the hving God. The charity that
endureth all things can rejoice only in the truth.

In fine, christian brethren, we fervently pray that
in passing through your present trials you may be
snstained by the grace of God, and blessed ; and
that it may be fuund in the end, you have not lost
but gained strength as a religious community., A
church united not in name but in spirit, instinct
with love and imbued with the truth, manifests
the glory of God, and is a blessing unspeakably
great to the world. To such a church we may
apply the language of inspiration :—she 18 fair
as the noon, clear as the sun, and termble as an
army with banners.

Brethren, Farewell, Keep that which is com~
mitted to your trust, Hold fast the truth, Put
on the 'whole armour of light. Fight the good
fight of faith. And whenyou and we have finish-~
ed our labour on the earth, may we all be received
into that church where the spirits of the just are
made perfect with God.

At the City of Toronto, the sccond day of May,
One Thousand eight hundred and thirty-nine
in name, and by appointment, of the commis-
sion of the Synod of the Presbyterian Church
of Canada, in counexion with the Church of
Scotland.

ALEXANDER GALE,
Convener.
ROBERT MACGILL,

Clerk, P. T,
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LEE, MINISTER OF CAMPSIE, SCOTLAND,
From the Church of Scotland Magazine.
(Continued from page 121.)

€8. The causes by which the Episcopal order in ge-
neral autained to pawer and dignsty, affected also the
Roman bishops, but upon the latter they acted with
greater energy.

The Roman city was the most wealthy and popu-
lous then existing—the capital of the world; andtill
the fourth century, the fixed residence of the emper-
ors, and of the principal nobility. Lung before Chris-
tianity had received the sanction of the secular au-
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thorities, the liber:di:{v of many noble and wealthy
converts had enriched the Rowman church, iis mnlois-
ters, and particularly its hishops, to an extent which
indicates the zeal, rather than the prudence of the
donurs, and excited as has been said, (54,) the cupidi-
ty ot the heathen emperors,

Even previous to the events of the fourth century,
the splendour and opulence of the church over which
he presided, and the importance naturally anached to
the capital, had, it cannul be denicd, given to the Ro-
mn bishop a weight and authority, superior to thuse
Jpossessed Uy any other prelate.

‘The arrangements ot Constantine, whose policy it
was to intreduce a perfectconlurmity between church
and state, confirmed what prejudice {md begun,

69. Theabsence of patriarchs umted the western
churches under the Pope, as their head: m the con-
tests in which they were engiged wilithe castern
Churisuans, they regarded his tiumph as their own;
and never reflected, that the power which they so 1ea-
dily conceded to the pontifis, nught be employed tor
their own degradauon,

70. The superiurity of the Papal see, which supe-
riority had, durning many ages,been accounted for and
justified, hy “the imporance of the city,” “the d crees
of councils,” and *the 1mperial rescripts,” was, by the
ingemious ambition of sueceeding pontsfls, toundel
upon the authority of our Lurd and s Apostles;
while donations of territory which no <ophistry could
deduce from the words of the New Testament, were
supported Ly the evidence of furged documents.

The aggrandizement of their see hecame in time
the supreme object of anxiety to the Roman bishops;
in comparison of this, all other consideratous and all
wother mterests were unsparingly sacrificed.

Thesc are a few of the topics which will demand
our atiention during the remainder of these papers.

‘The discussions connected with the pretended es-
tablishment of Peter, as bishop of Rome, upon which
30 much stress hasbeen laid by the supporters of the
dhierarchy, will be more naturally introduced after-
wards; at present we would advertto the authority
possessed by the bishops of Rome, during and subse-
«queat to the Apostolic age,

71, Of all the writings ascribed to Clement, the
friend and associate of the Apostles, the only one of
qundoubted genuineness is his ¢ first Epistle to the Co-
ginthians ” This person had the best pussible oppor-
tunities of obtaining correct information, concerning
the nature and extent of that authurity, to which, by
his situation as bishop of Rome, he was entitled. It
as isaffirmed, to Peter was committed an absolute
dominion over the faith and praetice ot Cruristians;
and if Clement succeeded both tv the statun and pou-
<erof that eminent Apostle, he must have teen fully
aware of these circuwnstances; and this consciuus-
ness of his superiority must have distinctly appeared
in his writings. Inthe Epistle, however, 10 whrch al-
lusion has been made, not only isthere a total absence
of any claim to infullibility, but its whole stvle and
manner demonstrate, that the wruer conceived tum.
sell possessed of no authority whatever, over the per-
sons to whom he wrote. ‘The occasion, it may be ad-
ded, which produced the lener in question—being a
scnism—afforded a proper opportuntty for the display
of the absolute power pretended to have been be-
queathed by Peter to his successors. Insiead of com-
manding the Corinthians, Clement is content withex-
hortation and entreaty; instead of urging the autho-
tity of the Roman see, he pleads that ofour Lord and
his Apostles; instead, finally, of dictating as a despot,
he persuades as a brother and an equal, Ofthis con-
duct, indeed, an example had been set him by that
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very Apostle whose lordship in the church has been
so violently maintained, ‘“I'he* elders,” says ke, *]
exhort, who am a fellow-elder.”

72. That the Ererogativc aflerward claimed by the
Popes, of “*deciding upon doctrine,” or, ot “*deelarin
what isheresy,” wis unknown long alter the age o
Clement, may be evinced, as from innumerable other
examples, so particularly from the fact,that toward

the conclusion of the sceond century, the synods of
A«ia examined and condemmed the tenets ot Monta-
nus, without sv much as ueguainting the Roman bish-
op; hor, which ought to be remarked, did their cons
duct exeste any gbservation, exther on the part of the
apostulsc sce, ur of the early wrnersby whom it is mens
tuned.  Henee, we may tuirly infer, that the condems
unatwn ol hereties by provineial synods, without the
cuncurrence, or even the privity of the popes, was, at
the perod m queston, deemed neither extraordinary
nor Jriproper ; and that e papal claun of “deciding
4pun lieresy,' was neither achnowledged nor known.
These vondlusions are cupported by such a host of
other evidence, that no person, it is conceived, who
brings to the wvestgauon the least candour,can form
an opposite opinion.

73. ‘The papal infallibility, it need scarcely be ad-
ded, was the discovery ot tuture and darker ages ; nor
have the protessed advocates of the doctrine prefend-
ed to show that it was held by any ofthe early Chris-
tians. Instead of proving the ‘existence of such an
upinion, it is the artful praciice of Baronius and Bel.
larmine, the most strentous and learned maintainers
of the papal infallitility, to adduce arguments, how-
ever inconciusive, intended to establish the truth of
the doctrine. The difficulties, indeed, attending the
latter of these atilempts, mnay well excuse their anxiety
tofree themselves from the incumbrance of the form.
er. The asserlion now made, receives abundant cune
firmation fromthe defence of their favourite dogma,
urged by the wrilerst mentioned above, in the case,
of Victor, who was chnsenio the see of Rome, A. D,
192. This prelaie owned aud approved the prophetic
spirit of Montanus and his prophetesses, all of whom
preceding pontifis had condemned as heretics. The
error of Victors adwmitted by Baronius and Bellar-
mine, who, though they concede “the particulas fact,”
maintain at the sane time, his general inerrability{
Suppose this contradiction reconciled,in other words,
suppose both the positive and the negutive of the same
proposition to be true, it will not tollow as a conse-
quence, thatany such ductrine as that supposed, was
either known to the churchin the days of Vicior, or
was received by it,

74. But the ignorance of the early Christians, con-
ccrnung the supremacy and mfalhibilicy of the Roman
ishups, appears conclusive aganst the existence of
these supposed attributes, which, had they been taught
by the Apostles, coutd not have been unknown to the
early faithers; and bemg known, must have been ei-
ther mentivned or alluded 10 by these men in their
witings. ‘T'his negative evidence against the papat
infalibility and supremacy is corroborated by the
pracuce ol the early Christans, which was totally
nconsistent with the suppositon of their entertaining
any such doctrine.

73. During the pontificate (we use these terms by
anticipation) of the same Victor, an incident occur-
red, which clearly indicates the degree of authority
possessed, at the end of the second century, by the Ro-
man bishops.  The lollowing statement of the case,
contains the substance of that given by Eusebius,$ who

*1Pet. v, 1.
t Baron, Annal, 173, et Bellarm. de sum Pontif. I, 4,
1 Eccles. Hist, L. v, cap. 23, et foliowing chapter.
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has preserved a very circumstantial account of the
whole transaction.

The festival of Easter had, by the oriental chur-
ches, been uniformly celebrated on the fourteenth duy
of the first mvon, by the occidental, on the Sunday
f[llawing that day. Ina matter so unimportant, the
forbearance shown by his predecessors, who, even in
Rome, had allowed the Quartodectmans to hold the
feast on the fourteenth day, did not influence the con-
duct of Victar. This prelate, on the contrary,threat-
ened with singular presumption, to cut off from his
communion, all who should not conform, in the dis-
puted particnlar tothe practice of the Western church.
es. 'IPhis arrozance of the pontiff excited the indig-
nation of the bishops, who were thus required to relin-

uish a custom transmitted from the time ofthe Apos-
aes. Polycrates, b‘mhog of Ephesus, in particular,
who is commended, in the highest terms, by Ensebius
and Jerome, opposed the demand of Victor, and in a

ivited letter to that prelate, refused to renounce or
alter the practice of his church. Having been an-
swered by athreat of excommunication, Polycrates
assembled in a council, alithebishops of Asia Minor,
who unanimously resolved to adhere to the ancient
timc of celebrating the festival. Informed of his re-
solat. 1. the pontiff executed his previous threat; and
sent letters containing information of the same, both
to those bishops against whom he acted, and to those
who agreed with himself in the disputed particular,
and whose approbation and support he was anxious
to obtain. Instead of complymng wuh his request,
these latter “sharply rebuked” (such is the language
of Eusebius) the imprudent violence with which the
pope had procecded, and, without paying the least re-
gard either to his example or his dcmand, they con-
tinucd to communicate with iheir brethren in the east.
Though, therefore, 1t be adnnited, that Vietor excom-
municaled the Asiatic churches, the only meaning
which can attach 10 the word, as appliedto him is,
that kecut himse!f off from their communien; fur, in-
stead of compelling all other bishops to act tn a simi-
lar manner—which, b:ing the acknowledged head of
the church he would have done—it does nut appear
that a single prelate followed his example ; but, on the
contrary, they reprobated his conduet in terms, praper
rhaps, to an equal, but which no person would ad.
ress toone whom he counsidered the “infallible head
of the church,” or “Christ’s vicar on earth.”

76. A declaration made by the Roman clergythem-
selves, in the year 250, is important to be noticed, as
it clearly jndicates the opinion then held, as tothe
authority of their bishop. Subsequeat to the martyr-
dom of Fabianus, A. D. 250, and previousto the elec-
tion of a successor, a correspondence was carried on
between the Roman presbyters, and deacons on the
one side, and Cyprian, bishup of Carthage and his
clergy onthe other, “de lapsis,” regarding the treat.
ment of the ¢ lapseci." To the inquiries of the Afri-
cans, the Roman presbyters, &e¢., return the following
as their opinion, **That such of the lapsed as were at
the point of death should, upon an_unfeigued repent-
ance, be admilted to the communion of the church:
bot that the case of others should be delayed till the
election of a2 new hishop, when, together unth him and
wilk other bishops, with the presbyters, deacuns, con-
fessors, and laymen, who had stood firm, they should
take their case'into consideration,” assigning as the
reason why they gave thisadvice,that. “a crime com-
mitted by many, ought not to be judged by one, and
that adecree couldnot be binding without the con-
sent and approbation of many.”t

t Cyprinni, Ep, xxxi. A lctter extremely important as relat-
ing}u this question, and very decisive, ¢specially the passage
‘\’;Kil.n:l% *Quanquam Notis diffesendm, Bower. lhst, Yop.

77. But though, at this peried, any such doctrine:
as the popes’ supremacy,muach less their infallibility,
was unknown in the church, yet the influence poss-
essed by the ponlitls, appears, even at this time, to
have Leen considerable, though not greater than that
which learning and mety conferred upon other pre-
lates. ‘This may be illustrated by the ‘tolluwing ex-
ample.

l’;uring the pontificate of Stephen, (A D. 263-257,)
two Spanish bishops, Basihides arnd Mariiel, had, for
various crimes, been deposed by their brethren, who
had substituted, in room of'the former, others, in their
opinion, more worthy of the episcopal office. On an
application 1o Rome by one >f the deposed bishops—
forthat both applied is not expressly stated by Cypti-
an—he was admitted tothe communion of the “pon-
tiff; whose countenance thus publicly granted, had
the eflect of restoring himn to the exercise of his epis-
copal t;l:ictiuns. This fact, we readily concede,shows
that very considerulle aur}wn‘ly must, from whatever
cause, have been possessed by the Roman see, in the
days of Stephen ; but the concluding part of this
same iransaction, incontrovertably disproves itssu.
premacy.

The churches over which the obnoxious bisho
had, by the Roman influence, been replaced, speedif;
applied 1o the African bishops, A Carthaginian
council, it which the famous Cyprian presided, de-
«lared againat Basilides and Maruiel, and in favour
of Felix and Sibinus, who had succeeded the former
on their first degradation.  Thissentence was carried
into effect, no regard Leing bad to the papal opposis
tion.

%8. From this transaction. it is surprising to learn
the advocates of the doctrine have endeavoured to
draw an argument forthe pope’s supremacy. It cer-
lainly requires no great peketration to perceive, that
if it prove the supremacy of the Roman Usshopsin the
third century, it much more proves, that of Cyprian
and the twentv-eight prelates that voted wath him.
For not only did the Spanish churches—to use the fa-
vourite terinof the writers in question—appeal to the
Africans from the sentence of the pope, thus ascrib-
ingtothe formcr a superiority 3 but the decision of
the council held at Carthage was final, having been
carried into execution without regard to that of the
pontiff.

79. The famous controver<y regarding the baptism
of heretics, which agitated the church during the pon.
tificate of the same Stephen, and_almost immediately
subsequent tothe dispute last noticed, while it shows
that the ecclesiastical authority, as yet vested in the
Roman pontiff was comparatively small, indicates at
the same time, the existence of the ambitious ana do-
mineering spirit which, ever since the days of Ste.
phen, has disgraced the papal throne, and to which
are to be ascribed the various unwarrantable expe.
dients it has at various times adopied : its impositions,
its cruelly, aud its nsurpations,

80. The controversy to which allusion has been
nade, had arisen some time before the period at
which we are now arrived, for it formed the subject
of discussion in a2 council held at Jeonium in Phry-
gia, A.D.230. The dispute was revived by eigl-
teen bishops of Numidia, who consulted a council,
held by Cyprian, “whether or not they should perse-
vere in the custom of baplizing heretics, which had
hilherto(;i)revailed among them,” ‘The question was
answered in the aflirmative; and to others who re-
quesied instruction ou the same point, a similar an-

* It is perhaps unne-essary to remark,that the title ¢ Papa,* .
was common to all bhishups, till by adecree of Gregory Vi, it
pras restricted to those of Rume, )



156

swer was returned. A succeeding council, consist-
ing of seventy-one bishops, confirined the decision of
the former, The determivations of these councils
wcre commuuicated to those by whom thev had been
required, asalso to Siephen, who in common with the
bishops of Italy, Gaul and Spain, maintained the ne.
gative opinion. ‘The charitable and maderate spirit
in which the epistle of Cyprian is conceived,presents
astriking cratrast to the violemt arrogance with
which Stephen thsught proper to reply. In return
for the expressions of his anxiety to live in peace
with those who happened to entertain different opi-
nions, with which the former had conciuded his Jet-
ter, the pope, in the true spirit of his successors ho-
nours him with the titles “false Christ,” “false apos-
tle,” “deccitful workman.” The terms in which
Stephen addresses the bishop of Carthage, and all
who should adhere to his sentiments, resemble the
succeeding “thundersof the Vatican,” in every res-

cct, except that they were universally disregarded.

he remonstrance of Frimilian, aptly expresses the
effect produced in the present case, by the papal ex-
communication.“Oh, Stephen,” says he, “by attemp:-
ing to separate others from thee, thou hast separated
1hyself from all other chutches.  He is the true schis-
matic who departs, as thou hast done, from the unity
of the church."s

‘The practice of the east was examined and con-
firmed by a numerous council, held, like the others,
atCarthage; and the bishops of the West, uninfluen-
<ed by the authority or example of Stephen, contin-
ued to communicate with those whodenied the vali-
dity of heretical baptism. .

In the conduct of the Roman bishop, throughout
the controversy just mentioned, it is not dfliculi to
perceive thefirst workings ot the “spirit of amichrist,”
whick, it was predicted, should not enly encroach
upon the province of the secular Jpowers but “exaltit-
self above all that is called God.

81. From certain transactions which occurred a-
tout this time particularly those connected with Dio-
mysius of Alexandria, Baroniust hasendeavoured to
ptove the supremacy of the pope at the period in
qQuestion.

The argumnent by which the Cardinal supportsthis
discovery ariscs from what is called an “appeal” hav-
ing been made to the bishop of Ruine, in the dispute
of which we havebeen speaking.

82. Before the conversion of Constantine, the
church, it is obvious, could possess authority only,but
no power. When, therefore, a bishop was appealed
to, orto emJ)loy more appropriate language, toas con-
sulted, bis decision might be acquicesced 1m, or rejeci-
ed, as appeared goodtothe consuliing pary , nor could
he command any stronger means ol inducing assent
than a refusal to com:nunicate with the reiractory
churches. His opinion would carry with it a weight
proportioned to the estimation in which he was held,
and thosc bishops whose reputation was greatest
would be most frequently consulted. But the only
recognised power known in the church before iis u-
nion with the state, was moral, and depended cntircly
upon cpinion.?

" 83. These remarks receive abundant confirination
Irom the history of the mcthods adopted for the pur-
pose of adjusting the ancient comtraversics ; and ex-
slxi.n why greater regard was sometimes had tothe

ecision of a bishop of Ephesussor of Carthage,iithan

*Campb. V ii. Lat. 22, &c. 1 Ann. 163,

{ it scems perfectly clear frnm Gianone, Father Paul, Du
Pin, and Hallam, that Chizistian cmpetors, for many ccniufics,
id nothing mure than permithut did not enforce appeas to the
bishops, and that cven in ecelesiagiical csuscs.—LEd.

Polycratcs.. fCsprizn,
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to that of the hishop of the Imperial City. If, moreo-
ver, the “receiving of appeals,” or ‘bang consulled,"
prove any thing with regard tothe supremacy of the

popes, it cqually establishes ihe supremacy of the bish-

ups of Alexandria, of Ephesus, of Carthage, ot An-

troeh, and of many other cities.

84. If additional examples be required of important
ectlesiastical aflairs having been transacted, anerthe
middie of the third century, without the cuncurrence
of' the ponuds, the condemnation of Paul ¢f Samosata
and ot Paul of Antioch,establish the point beyond the
posstbility vl doubt.

CIIAP. 11
Political Events which contribuled tothe rise of the

Hierarchy.

85. Itwill conduce bath to brevity and distinetness,
if, instead of fullowing the urder of events, we tracr,
sepwrately, fromthe period at which we have now ar-
tived, those causes which operated in rearing the fab-
ric ot the Papal lnerarchy.  ‘The present chapter, ac-
cordingly, we shalldevoteto the constderation ot po-
Ziticat causes, including under these terms the princi-
pal events concerned in the rise of the Roman bishe
vps—which were connected, more or less closely with
the secular powers.

£5. The arrangements made by Coastantine in ec-
clesiastical affairs gencrally, am{ the ranks assigned
to the various orders of the clergy in panicular,ﬁa\'
been noticed tn a former part of the essay.  In addi-
tion to what was formerly said on the sabject, it may
be here remarked, thatas Rome held the firse place
among the cities of the empire, so its bishiop, in fact,
held the highest place amony churchmen. Instead of
conferring, the emperor only sanctioned and ~onfirm-
cd a supeniornty to which its wealth and magnificence
had already exalied the Roman see.

87. The diocese of Italy was divided bfv Constan-
tine into 1wo vicarages, the one “of Rome,” the other
“of Jtaly.” Under the vicar of Romnc were ten pro-
vinces, hence called the ““Saburbican;” under the vi-
car ot lialy were seven.  llence, though presiding
overthe richest church, and dwelling 1n the capital
city, the bishop of Rume, as pussessingonly part ofa
diocese, occupied till the councnl of Chalcedon, the
nominal rank ouly of a metropolitun.

83. Frcm peculiar circumstances however, the Ro-
man bish-ops pussessed greater power thau any of the
patriarch. lu the firsi place, unlike other metropolit-
ans,he was contrulled by nosuperior.  Secondly, the
bishops of his province were ordamed by him; from
which source of power the patriarchs were excluded.
A metropolitan 1 name and virtually a2 pattiareh, he
exervised the united awthoraty of buth: lus superior
wealth gave him superior iafluence, and the dignuy
of the hinperial city amply compensated for any nom-
inal deficiency in that of its bisixop.

The tight_of ordaining metropolitans, which has
been claimed by its abettors for the Romansee,appears
to have been utterly unknownin the fourth century.

$3. Or'the political events which contributed to the
rise of the papal hicrarchy, the alleged donatior of
haly by the eimperor Constantine, vecursfirst tobe no-
ticed.  This magmficent it Pope Sylvester is said
1o have 1eceived, A. D. 324, asatken of the impe-
rial gratitude for the bencefit of bapiisin.  Against the
authennicny of thus transaction, the following unan-
swerable objections are urged. 1. Constanline iy
proved to have been at ATcomedia when the instru-
ment contaimag the disputed donation places him at
Rome. 2. The donatiun s omitted by all contempo-
tary historians 3. Constantine wits not baptized at
Ruine, nor by Sylvesier, but at Nicomedia, when at
the point of dcaxg. 4. An internal objection is deduced

3
4
4
3
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from the fact that, though twelve copies of the instru-
ment are extant, no two of them agree.

These reasons have convineed all Protestant, and
many Roman Catholic writers, that the donatin of
Italy by Constantine, is one of those pious frauds
which were imposed in such abundance upn the peo-
ple during theages ol'ignorance andsupersution,

90. A law enacted, A. D. 372, by the emperor Val-
entinian, increased greatly the power of tne Roman
bishops. To prevent the decision of religious and
ecclesiastical disputes by secular judges, which he
scems to have regarded as a serious _evil, this pions

tince ordained that“other bishups shuuld be exam-
ined and judged by the Roman pontifl.”

Some suppase the authority conferred by the act in
guestion, to have extended only to the bishops within
the Suburbican provinces; while to others it apprars
to have been a temporary regulation adopted tur the
purpose of adjusting the differences which then agi-
tated the church ¢ It anysuch bimitation was under-
stood, nene such was expressed; and the subsequent
conduct of the popes showed their determination to
exert to the utmost, the power which they hadihus
acquired, without attending to the purposes for which
it was conferred, or any restrictions expressed or un-
derstood, by which it was accompanted.  ‘L'he etfects
of an auwthority so undefined, and, therefore, in the
hands of ambitious ceclesiastics, to extensive, ¢luded
of course, the penetrativn of Valentintan, nur do they
appear to have been undersioud, even by the church-
men themselves, What causes were to be included
under ecclesiastical dispttes? What power was de-
signed bg' “judging of bishops?" The toriner might
denote the guarrels of laymen on religious subjects,
in concequence of which gaarrels they might be led
totransgress the laws of the empire.  Was the Ro
man bishop totake cognizance ot such trausgression?
A laymen might engage in a suit with a clergvman :
asone of the parties was mtimately connecied with
the church, the cause wmight in some sen<e be ermed
“ecclesiastical.”  Was the decision tobe intrusted to
the pope ? Finally, did the nature of the dispute, or
the persons engazed in it, constituic an “ecclesiashical
cause?” In thear judzmentof bishops, morevver,what
regard should the poatiffs have to the unpenal laws?
‘Was their sentence to be final? Were they empow-
ered to inflict only ecelesiastical punishmenis : to wi,
censures, degradation, excommunicauon 1 or didthesr

ower extend tothe Life or property of the parties ?
hese important questions were all left to be answer-
ed as the papat ambition might direct.

91. Influenced cither by the Roman sce, or by its
own false notions, a counct held at Roine, 378, strenu-
ously recommended the law in question, to the em-
peror Gratian. “It was honourable,” they said, “to
the sacred ministry : the judgment of bishops was
wmore certainthan x?;:u of laymen; and finally, it de-
livered the prelates from the necessity of submitting
to the severe methods of interrogation practised in the
secular courts.”

In their anxicty to be freed from the power of the
temporal magistrate, the bishops did not reflect, that
the authority under which they were anxiousto place
themselves might be exercised with more oppressive
rigour than the former. The ditfereace of civil and
ceelesiastical puwer, they might have argued,supplicd
the magistrate with nntempiation to curiail the privi-
leges of the clergy, while the tact, that every diminu-
tion of their power would effect a_correspondinz in-
crease of his, would urge the poatiifTto perpetual ca-
croachments.

—

*This is the opinlon of Du Pim
w

92. The_disjunction of East Nlyricum from the
Wcs:gru Empire, in the year 379, suggested an anti-
fice ot which greatuse was aficrwards made in ex-
tendine the intluenc  uf the Rumen bishops. For the
prrpose ot preserving, in the province just mentioned,
that general inspectivn which be bud begun to claim
m ot West, Dawiasus, whothen filled the papal char,
contsived the ingomons fiction of array uy the bxshu[;
of Thessalomiea, the capital nfEawt Iliycum, withihe
powers of s vicar Su sirenuously Uid Achohus
matmain his new honours, and so firmly was he sup-
peried by the pupe, that, nutwithstanding the discon-
tent and eppsition of the metropolitans, with whom
befure the acqrusition of his vicarious dignity the
former had hetd an equal rank, the claims of the Ro-
mau see aud of s Vicar were soun tacitly admitted.
. 93 The scheme winch had succeeded so admirably
inthe case of'a province over which the popes had
eluimed A yurisdicuon, might be employed tor the pur-
puse of ereating such a claim, in these countries in
which it had not vet been made.  This was practised
0 a great exient m succeeding ages.

‘The mnst eminent prelates throughout Europe were
honoured by the apostolie sce with the wame of his
vicars, and so,10 the degradation both of clergy and
peaple, engaged to increase its auzhority, and support
1> plans.

‘T'o partienlarize corry political event concerned in
the rive of the papal ierarchy would be tedious, and
iswnnecessary; we pass willingly, iherefore, 1o the
ascendeney of the Lombards, and the pontificate of
Gregory the Great.

94 The removal of the imperial residence from
Rome 1o Byzantium, had expused Italy to the evils
attending a weak and distant government, and 1o the
incurauns of the barbarous nations, The exarch,for
some read ot suppused cunvenience, resided at Raven-
na; and Rome the mistiess of the world was left
withouwt even a representative of the impenial majesty,
‘Their wealth had raised the pupes far above the level
of their el weitizens. 1o the splendour of the pre-
sent they Lddod the terrors of a fwiure world; while
the extremity of danger, and the absence of any great
civil functionary secmied to danand or jusufy the em-
plovment of the ecclesiastical antlucnce for the pub-
lic benefit.

95 During the invasions of Italy by the Ostrogoths,
the Franks,andthe Lombardsgthe city of Rome was fre-~
quently cut off from all communication with the east-
ern cinpire, itself surrounded with enemies.  The ex-
archs defended by the marshes of Ravenna wanted
afien the power, avdyet ofiner the will, to assist the
Romans, whao despaiting of carthly aid, had ceneral~
Iy recourse in their extremity to that of beaven.

2(To be soniinucd.)

ECCLESIASTICAL

INTELLIGENCE.

ADIOURNED MERTING OF THF COMMISSION OF SYXOD.

The commiszsion of Synad met, pursuant to ad-
jrurnment, in the City of Toronte,on Wednesday
the first day of May.—The members present were
Mir. Gale Convener, and Messrs. McGll, Leach,
Ferguson, MclIntosh, Murray, and George. The

subject of the incorporation of the church, firs



157 - %8 FCULBSIASTICAL

engaged the attention of the commission. The
committes to whom this matter. had been entrust-
ed, reported progress, and the discussion ter-
minated in an injunction, that a draft of an act of
incorporation be prepared by this committer, to
be laid before the meeting of commission at King-
ston in July. The Rev. R.McGill was appointed
couvener of this committee,

The convener of commission reported, that he
in conjunction with Edward \V. Thomson, Esq.,
M. P. P. Ruling, Elder, had prepared a petition,
praying for the repeal of the clauses of the Act 31st
George 111, ch, 81,—~authorising the institution of
rectories in this Province, and that it had been
presented to the several branches of the Legis-
lature,

Mr, George produced according to appaintment
a draft of a letter, in answer to the letter of the
General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in-
the United States ; which having been read and
approved of in substance, was committed to acom-
mittee for revision : and then after ordered to be
engrossed for the signatures of the convener and
clerk, and to beby them transmitted to the stated
clerk of the general assembly at Philadelphia.®

The report of the committee appointed at last
meeting to prepare & plan of a Theological Institu-
tion was given in andread, from which it appeared
that the committee had prepared & draft of a bill
for the incorporation of Trustees to be appointed
by the Synod, and merely authorized to hold the
funds necessary for theological education j but
that this draft had not been introduced into the
Legislature ; there was also given in a copy of
a bill for establishing a college in connexion with
the Church of Scotland, introduced into the Legis-
lative Council bythe Honourable William Morris ;
founded on the aforesaid draft, but containing
material alterations thereon. The commission af-
ter prolonged discussion of this important matter,
resolved unanimously, that the committec be in-
structed carefully toreviseand mature their views
on this subject; and report the same, in writing
to the meeting of the commission at Kingston, to-
gether with the draft above mentioned ; modified
and extended in such manner as may scem to them
most suitabie for the accomplishment of the great
object whch the Synod contemplates. Mr. Rin-
toul appointed convener of the committee,

There was given in and read a letter from Mr.
Secretary Macaulay, in reply to the memorial
addressed to His Excellency the Lt. Governor, in
behalf of the unendowed ministers of the Synod ;
which was ordered to be kept in retentis,

The zeply 28 is follows :—

mm——

* $eo copy of this Letter, p. 150,
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Government House,

Toronto, 16th April, 1839.
Raverenp Sir,

I have had the honour of laying be-
fore the Lieutenant Governor, the memorial trans-
mitted by you, as Convener, on behalf of the
commission of the Synod of the Presbyterian
Church of Canada, in connexion with the Church
of Scotland, having date the 6th of Febraary last.

His Excellency commands me to assure you,
that he has perused the document with a painful
interest ; and that his consciousness of the gene-
ral justness of the positions laid down in it, and
the too true representations which it contains, of
the unsupplied spiritual wants of your communion,
add greatly to the regret with whicli he acknow-
ledges his inability to offer any present remedy for
such pressing evils,

His Bxcellency, however, indulges the hope,
that the present Session of Parliament will not
terminate withoat bringiag the Clergy Reserve
Question to something hke a satisfactory arrange-
ment, and that, this being accomplished, some
meauns will soon become available for supplying the
rehgious destitution of the people committed to
the charge of your Veuerable Synod.

I have the honour to be,
Reverend Sir,
Your most ob’t humble servant,
JOLN MACAULAY,
The Rev. Alexander Gale,,

8.y &e., &c,

HaxtiToxw,

There was given in to the commission by the
convener and read; viz. Aletter from certain mem-
bers of the Legislature, addressed to the convener,
on the propriety of incorporating the ministers and
congregations of the United Synod of Upper Can-
ada with thischurch; and the minute of a meeting of
certain ministers, Elders, and members of the Synod
of the Presbyterian  Church of Canada, and of the
said United Synod, containing resolutions to the same
effect as the said letter, and recommending that the
commission may issus a respcaful invitation to the
United Synod, to incet with the Synod of the Pres-
yterian Church at their first ordinary meeting in
Kingston, that both Synods may then and there take
measures for the accomplishment of proposed union.
These documents arc as follows :—

Toronto, 9th April, 1839,
Dear Sms,

In bringing”to o satisfactory conclusion
the painfully protracted disputes respecting the appro-




priation of the Clergy Reserves, we feel that one of
the prominent obstacles which embarrass the settlement
by the Legislature, is the numerous divisions into
which the Protestant Church is separated, and the
consequent diversity of feeling and conflicting views
which are advanced by the contending partics.  One
of these casesof difficulty, it appears to us, should no
longer be suffered to exist; weallude to the division
in the Presbyterian Church in this Province, and the
unimportant barrier which has kept at au uufriendly
distance, the ministers in conr exion with the church of
Scotlund and  those of the United Synod of Upper
Canada. This barrier is a most serious hindrance
in the way of the proceeding at present under con-
sidesation in Parhament, and in order to its final
removal at the next Synod, we call upon you as the
superintendents of the spicitual interests of the Scots
Church in this colony, and express an opinion in
favour of & prompt unionof the two Cihwrches, which
we shall regard as binding on the church of Scotland
in this country, and shape our legislauve measures
accordingly. We trast that an union so important
to the best interests of religion may no longer meet
with objections and difficulties; the grounds of which
are not to be compared with the far higher object of
embracing within one christian fold, of meeting in
unity and brotherly Jove with a people whose doctrine,
faith, and worship are similar to our own ; men who
desire 1o return to tie bosom of their parent church,
and to whom we have given an invitation which we
request will again be repeated with an caraest inten-
tion to bring to a speedy closs, a work so much to be
desired by all partics.

Trusting that the great head of the church may
guide and direct your minds to tiie happy termination
of an unneccssary division in the christian church,
and that you may conjointly agree upon the terms of]
union before the close of this day, and thereby enable
us the better to discharge the duties which now devolve
upon us in Patdiameny, in settling the manner in which
the Clergy Rescrves shall be divided smong the difc
ferent denominations in the Province.

We remain,
Dear Sirs,
Your sincere friends,

1. MORRIS,
JOHN McDONALD,
W. CHISHOL),
T. McKAY,
ALEX. McLEAN,
COLIN C. FERRIE,
MALCOLM CAMERON,
JAMES MATIIEWSON,
EDWARD MALLOCIH],
JAMES CROOKS.

To

The Commission of Syned

Of the Church of Scotland,
In Canada.
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At Toronto, and within the committee room of the
Legislative Council, the 9th day of April, 1839 years,
which day there met the following ministers, elders,
and members of the Presbyterian Church of Canada,
in connexion with the Church of Scoiland, viz,
the Rev. W. Rintoul, the Rev. W. T. Leach, minis.
ters, and Edward W. Thomson, Esq., M. P, and
James Morris, Esq., M. P., Elders, together with the
Hon. William Morris, M. L. C., and the Hon, John
McDonald, M. L. C.

The Rev. William King, of the United Synod of
Upper Canada, and William Chisholm, Esq.,, M. P.,
were admitted to take part in the business of the
meeting.  The Rev. William Rintou! was called to
the chair,  Mr. Leach on the call of the chairman
opened the business with prayer. The Hon, W,
Morris stated that he and other members of the
Legislature had been desivous of calling a special
meeting of the commission of Synod, with & view to
their taking those steps that scem to be called for in
the present crisis of the Clergy Reserve Question, for
bringing ahout the admission into the church of the
ministers and congregations of the United Synod of
Upper Canada; and, that finding it impossible to
obtain such a meeting of the commission, so soon as
the exigency of the case required, he would read to
this meeting o letter which has been prepared by
himsalf and other members of the church belonging
to the different branches of the Legislature, for the
commission in anticipation of an immediate meeting,
Mr, Morris accordingly read the letter, the tenour
whereof is inserted above :=—

After dcliberation on the matter of the above
letter, the following resolutions were severally prepar-
cd and adopted.

I That the reasons which have been again
and again deliberately recognized by the Synod of
the Presbyterian Church of Canada as recommending
the admission into the church of the ministers and
congregations of the united Synod of Upper Canada
continuc to exist and have rather gained strength
during the period that has elapsed since the question
of a union was last entertained by the Synod of the
Presbyterian Church of Canada.

1. That this meeting do strongly recommend
that the admission of thc said mnisters and congre-
gatidns into the Synod of the Presbyterian Chureh
of Canada in union with the Church of Scot-
land, should take place with the least possible loss of
time for this, among other reasons, that the arrange-
ment of the details of a measure for the partition of
the Clergy Reserves now before a sclect committee of
the Tloust of Asscmbly, will be facilitaied by such
admission. The members of that House in the
present meeting  having declared that they consent to
kierp back the special mention of the ministers of the
united Synod in the plan of the abeve measure, only

in the anticipation that all those ministers will be
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speedily iucorporated with the Synod of the Presby-
terian Church of Canada in connexion with the
Church of Scotland.

11 That this nceting strongly recommend
that the commission of Synod at their meeting on
the firss Wednesday of May next, may issue a
respectful invitation to the Synod of Upper Cunada to
meet with the Synod of the Presbyterian Church at
their first ordinary mecting in Kingston, that both
Synods may there and then consider the terms of
union already proposed by the Synod of the Presby-
terian Church of Cunada, with a view to such modi-
fication of them as may admit of the reception into
the said Synod of all the ministers now on the roll of
the united Synod, and of this being done during the
scssion of the Synod of the Presbyterian Church,
without waiting fur the action of the Presbytevies
under said Synod.

IIIL.  Resolved that a copy of this minute be
transmitted to the Rev. Alexander Gale, convener of
the commission, and another to the Rev. William
King.

The Minutes having besn read over, Mr. King on
the call of the Chairman, prayed, and the wmeeting
thereafter closed.

WILLIAM RINTOUL,

Chairman.

‘The Commission having maturely considered the
aforesaid documents, and having reference to the
ofien expressed sentiments of the Synod in regard to
the desirableness of the incorporauon referred to
therein, unanimously resolved, to transmit the said
documents to the Synod with a respectful and ear-
nest recommendation that immediate steps be taken
in regard to the same.

The commission further instructed the clerk to
transmit & copy of the foregoing resolution to the Rev.
‘William Rintoul as chairman of the niceiing above
referred to, in order that he may acquunt the partics
concerned of the tenour of the same, and to inform
him that the commission having no instructions
from the Synod on the subject of sa’d union, regard
it as ullra vires for them to take up the matter, so as
to propoese a specific course ta be pursued 1a regard to
it by either of the boadies concerned; although asindivi-
duals the members of the commission present are
disposed cordially to support the measare recommend-
ed in the aforesaid documents; but that they regard
their want of delegated power in this motier ns of
little moment when they take into consideration the
simultancous movement which has been made by
influential members of both bodies in regard to it,
which they think cannot fuil to lezd the United
Synod to such arra;\g-‘mcms as they may scc neces-
sary for bringing the subject to a favourable issue,
while the same causes will doubtless sceure for the
subject, the immedizte and favourable consideration of
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the Synod of the Presbyterian Church of Canada, ia
connexion with the Church of Scotland.  The com-
ission was ciosed with prayer,

MeETING OF THE SYNOD OF THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCTT
AT MANCRESTER.

On Wednesday week a meeting of the recently es-
tahlished “Synod of the Presbyterian Church in Eng-
land in connexion with the Church of Scotland,”
ook place at the Presbyterian Church in St Peter's
Square, Manchester, at eleven o'cluck. Afer Di-
vine service, conducted by the Rev. Dr. Ralph of
Liverpool, Moderator pre tem., the proceedings were
opened in the usual forin,

The Rev. Mr. Munro officiated as clerk, and read
the minutes of a previous conference held in Lon-
don, in December last, composed of deputations from
different Presbyteries in England, to consider the pro-
pricty of forming a zeneral Synod ia England, in
conuexion with the Church of Scotland.

In accordance with the recommendation of a Com-
mitice, appointed to hold conference and correspond-
ence with Preshyteries applying for union with
the Synod, the Clerk proceeded formally to call upon
two of’ these Presbvteries to present themselves,

The Rev. Mr. Burns, of ihe Londun Presbytery,
rose and said he begzed to state that it was their unani-
mous =wish to be united with this Synod, and to co-
operate with them in prosecuting that great object for
which the Synod 1..13 been established.  With this
view he begged to request that the names of his Lon.
don brethren might be added to the roll ot the Synod,
and that they be allowed to take past in the proceed-
ings.

A resolution to this effert was then moved by the
Rev. Mr. Renisun, scconded by another member of
the Synod, and carried unanimously.

A similas applicaiion from the Presbytery of New-
castle-upon-Tyne was nade by the Rev. Mr. Thom-
son, @ member of that Presbytery. Insupport of is
applicationbe read a paper showing the long exist-
ence of that Pre-byicry, which it appears way estab-
lished nearly 230 years back, and has existed in its
present form nearly nanety years,

‘The Rev. Jno. Park, of Laverpool, said he thought
the Synod would agree with him that the document
just read was in cvery respect most satistactory ;and
he therefore moved “thay their prayer be heard, and
that they be reccived into the Synod.”

The Rev, Mr M Lean seconded the resolution, and
after some satisfactory answers frota Mr. ‘Thomson,
relating to the constitshion of the churches composing
the Neweasile Presbytery, the resolution was support-
ed by Robert Barbour, Exq., and carried.

The Moderator said it gave him great pleasure to
reccive the Preshyleries which had jusi been presented
into the Synod, and he congratulated the Synod upon
this fresh accession of sirength as the omen ot future
prosperity to the great object they had in view.

The Clerk read a {etier from the Rev. Mr, Murde
of Berwick-upun-Tweed, announcing the mtentwon
of that Presbytery to pray for admission into the Sy-
noid, but said that the application would necessarily

have to be delayed !l a subsequent meeting.
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The Rev. Dr. Brown said he believed that, accor-
ding to the strict order of proceeding usuaily adopted,
it now became their duty to appoint a successor to the
chair, and in conformity to this rule he would there
fore beg to move ““that Mr. Thowson of North Shields
be moderator of this Synod forthe ensmng year.” In
addition to his peculiar fitness for the office, the servi-
ces which he had rendered to their Church, and espe-
cially in the case of Lady Hewly’s charity, entitled
him 1o their consideration.—The motion was agreed
1o, and Mr. Thowmson, having retired to robe, present-
ly took the chair as Muderator of Synod.

The Synod then resvlved itself, on the motion of
Dr. Brown, into a commiltee of overtures, and, alter
a prayer by the Moderator, it was uvertured thata
pastoral letter be issued by the Synod, und read toall
the churches under its charge.—~The overturr was
agreed to.

Qvertures were then put forvard to the following
effect and received .—"That this Synod takes into con-
sideration the attendance of Presbyterian soldiers at

laces of worship in England.” 2. *“I'hat a committee

e appointed to correspond with the Government res-.
pecting various points contained in the marriage act
lately passed, as aflecting our members.” 3. “That
a petition be sent to both Houses of Parliament in re-
ference to National Education.” 4. “Thatthe Synod
consider the propriety of furthering, by means of the
press, the cause of orthodox Presbyierianism in En-
gland, and of vital religion in general.” 6. “That the
clerks of the different Presbyteries in this Synod
be required to furnish statistical tables of the nuw-
ber of members in their churches, of the number of
peuple conuected with their cougrezations, ofbap-
tisms and marriages solemuised inthem, &c., with
a view to enabling the Synod to form a correct es-
timate of the churches under their care.”

The Court then resumed, and after a lengthencd
and mature deliberation, agreed that the designation
ot the Syaod should be “Thc Synod of the Presbyte-
rian Church in England, in connexion with the
Church of Scotland,”—the latter clause being under-
stood just shortly to point out the Synod’s rehgious
principles and communion.

The next business that came before the Court was
the claims of the churches_ hereto a closcr union with
the Church of Scotland.

Dr, Brown thought that this question at once res-
olved itself into two considerations ; whether a move-
mentshould be mude at alt forthat purpose, for obtain-
ing amore intimate union \\'uh(hc&mrch of Scolland;
and, secondly, 1 so, what ought to be the nature of
that movement. He must state th at somesurprise
had been expressed by their friends in Scoiland that
noappearance had bzen made for them at the last
Assembly, and it was thought that this ommssion
“would prove detritnental to their cause. e moved,
“that a committee or depuiation be appoinied to attend
at the next General Asscwbly, praving that they
would give w this Synod a constuution.”

The Clerk objected tothis proposition, inasmuch as
the Assembly had already, by declanng it 10 be a
branch, sigmfied their approbation of the objects
of the Synod, and in doing sv had ackrowledged the
constitwtion it already possessed.

After some farther discussion, the question was re-
ferred toa Cummitice to report to morrow { Thutsday ).

The second overture, “10 take mto consideration
thevight of Presbyienan soldiers to attend at Presby-
terian churches i Eagland,” &c., was next broaght
forward, when

Dr. Brown said, that having many years officia-
ted as chaplain 10 Her Majesty’s forces stationed st
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Berwick-upon-Tweed, he wished to draw attention
to several facts, The Court might be aware that
there were, by the regulations of the War-oflice, not
less than fouileen or fiteen regiments who had the
right of attending a Scottish place of worship., Far
many years he Tad himsclf officiated at Berwick,
without fee or reward, without being aware of this
fact; but at length the major of the 85th had insisted
upun an appeal being made for the usual remuneration.
An application wasaccordingly made, and ufter some
postponements and rebufis, they succeeded in carrying
their point, which establishied the principle, that a
wminister of the Church of Scotland, in England, is en-
titled 1o remuneration when Scottish troops attend his
place of worstip. Dr. Brown proceeded toobserve, that
without reference to tee or reward, he couceived it
behoved the £ suod, in the exercise of its parental re-
gard for the spiritual intevests of soldiers in England,
wembers of the Presbyternian Church, to leok after
the right of her ministers in reference to these mat-
ters.  ‘The Doctor was proceeding, when the

Clerk intimated that the hour of adjourmnent had
arnved.

The Synod accordingly adjourned till to-morrow
(Thursday). -

ADJOURNED MEETING.~—THURSNAY.

Mr. Thomson teok the chair as Moderator to-day
soun after cleven o'clock, and opencd the proceedings
by prayer ; and the Rev. Mr. Maonro, the clerk, ha-
ving read the minutes of yesterday's proceedings, the
Syuod resumed the discussion commenced by Dr.
Browa relative to Presbyterian soldiers.  Dr. }{rown
was not present to day and in his absence,

The Moderator, atthe requestof'a member of Synod,
proceeded o detail such facts as he was acquainted with
relative to the rights of Presbyterian soldiers. On this
subject, he was sorty to say, his owa information, the
correctness of which, he ubserved, however, that he
could not vouch for, did not bear out the flattering
representation of Dr. Brown, asto therights of Scot-
ish Presbyterian soldiers. His own opinion was, that
in this respect the Scoutish Church was far frombein
in the position to which she was entitled. He ha
becn informed, in fact, that only three Scottish regi-
ments were entitled t0 demand as a right that they
should beallowed to attend a Presbyterian Churels;
and this right only existed while they remained in
Scotland, for dircctly they crossed the border they
could nolongercivim it. e went into the subject at
some length, and adduced a great number of circum-
stances which had come within his own experience
tending to confirm this view of the matter, and sai
his own view of'it was, that wherever in this country
Presbyterian soldiers were allowed to atend a Pres-
byterian place of worship, or have the services of
a Presbyterian chaplain, it was purely a matter of
coutlesy on the part of the commaundants. It had been
amaiter of biticr complaint by the soldiers where this
act of grace was refused, and it was an aslonishing
circumstance that meabers of this Church, in the ar-
wy a Cihurch which wasapart and parcel of theCor-
si fou itself, aad as esssnually so as the Lordsand
Cummons, ur any other estaie of the realm—should,
by any regulation of a Proiestant Government, be de-
mived of the means of receiving the ministravons of
the gospel according to the torms in which they were
brought up, and to which they were naturally attach
ed - while the members of a Church (the Cathohc) nat
reeoguised by the Constuution, and branded by the
tormulariesof the Churehes of both England and Scot-
land asidolaters, the should have aright of demanding
to attend clurches of therr own persuasion, and that
oae soldicr of that Charek in aregiment could enforce
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such right, even though a Protestant sergeant might
have to march himupiothe dvor of his chapel. He(the
Moderator) thought it most desireable that this griev-
ance should be removed; at the same time, before any
steps were taken inthe matter, he thought they should
take measuresto ascertain the exact provizions of the
Jaws, and of the regulations in the army, bearing up-
on thiscase.

The Rev. Mr. Campbell, Alex. Gillespic, Esq., and
the Clerk, took part in the discussion on this subject,
and expressed their concurrence in the Morderator's
views, Ultimately a committee was moved to com-
municate with other Synods, especially the Synad of
Ulster, on this subject, toobtain informaunon, and to
make such application to Government upon it as
n}iﬁm be thought necessaty. The motion was car-
ried.

Theattention of the Synod was next occupied with
the overture relative to the marriage bil!, and seveval
grievances under which the members of the Presby-
terian Church labour, were mentimed, particuladly
the one which provided that aregisnar shuuld ticces-
sarily be presest at all mainagessolemuised by then.
After a dircussion on the subject, a committee was
appointed 1o wateh the progress of the warriages
amendment bill now before the Legislature, with a
view to the insertion of clauses in it wiich might
remove these grievances.

After a discussion relative to the necessity of
«oblaining statistical information on the number of
members in the chmiches, &e., it wasagreed that the
«clerk take measures previousio the next meeting of
Syned for procuring such statistics, with a view to
their being submined to a commitiee,

‘The next overture entertained was that on national
education, when Alexander Gillespie, Esq., tose and
observed that this was a most imporiant question,
inasmuch as it was, he believed, owing 10 the import-
ance which his own country (Scotland) bad ever
attached to education, that her sons had attained to
the rank, and wealth, and character, which invaria-
bly distinguished them in all parts of the world where
they might be found. The question ot national edu-
cation was one of the most important questions now
agitated. But by national education he did not mean
the systems which were now-a-days too much in
vozue, proposing to disconncet religious instruction
from .ducation. It was too much the practice among
a certain classto say “Give the people a good edu-
cation, and they will bzcome religious of themselves.”
That infulels should form such opintons as these he
could readily cunceive, and he thought that nothing
could come =0 welt, at the preseut pnuctnre, trom ths
Synod, as an _cxpression ol thar sciruuents on this
question, so thai the:r opuuits it gu before the
Jegislature and the couuntty, as the opnucns of the

J
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considerable length on the overture ““that a rraga-
zine Le estabhished,” &e.; after a discussion which
occupied great attention, it was thought inexpedient
to adupt the proposition; and a resolution was passed
instead, that an historical tract, stating the ovigin of
this Synod, and the motives which _have Jed to its
establishinent, be prepared by the Moderator, and
printed for circulation under the superintendence of
the London Presbytery.

The report of the finance committee relative to the
payment of travelling expenses of attending the
Synud was presented and received.

The report of the commitice appointed 1o consider
the overiure relating to a cluser union with the
Church ot Scotland was then presented, and the Mo-
derator, the clerk, Dr. Raelph, Dr. Brown, and Mr.
Hamilton, were appointed @ deputation to carry into
efivet a 1econnmendation in it that a memuorial be
deawn up, aud presented 10 the next General Assem-
bly, praying for representation in the Assembly, and
that all wiherproper means be nsedto secure this ubject.

The clerk said the only other business before the
Synod was to fix the tme and place of next meeting,
atud it was then unanimously resolved, that suchmeet-
ing take place at Neweastie-upon-Tyne, on the third
Wednesday in April, 1810,

The o derator bricfiy congratulatedthe Synoden
the unanimity and Christian spirit which had charac-
terised their proceedings; and after imploring the
divine biessing on their labours, the mecting separat-
ed, having sat for the greater part oftwo days.— Man-
chester Chronicle.

TIIE PROGRESS OF THOF GENERAL ASSEMBLY'S DEFCTA-
TION TO TIE CONTINENT AND PALESTINE,

"We are sure it willafford our readers a great plea-
sure to learn that the deputation recently appointed
by the General Assembly’s Commitice on the Can-
version of the Jews, to proceed to the Holy land,

assed through Glasgow, on their way to London,
ast week. ‘The Rev. Dr. Keith of St. Cyrus—the
well-known writer of various important works on
propheey, onc of which has, in the course of a few
years, bicen sold to the extent of 50,000 copies, with-
out conntingits circulation in foreign languages—we
are happy to learn, has been added to the deputation.
The Rev, Mr. Bonar of Collace, one of the junior
members of the depwiaton, preached an adsmirable
discourse cn the claims of the Jews, in the Tron
Chureli, on the evening of the Fast-day, to an over-
fluwing andience. “Thereafler the deputation wete

Jcommended, by solemn prayer and supplication, tv

l

the care and blessing of the Great Head of the
Church, by the Rev. Dr. Brown and Dr. MGill of

Presbyterian Charch, in cauttadiunciton 1o the linis ei'y, in a most apprepriate and impressive man-
apinions of the budy of Socintans, who had falsely | .

arrogated to themsclves the name of Presbytenians.
Mr. Giallespic then read the drafl of a petion, prav-
ing for natwnal cduacaiion bised upon the prnciples
of Christianity, and deprecauing the estabhishment of
any system haviuyg for its aim the matlation of the
Scriptures, or which did not provide that the entire
Bible should be daly taught in the schuols, He
moved the adopiion ot the petttion,

Dr. Ralph seconded the motion, and it was adapted
unanimously.

It was then moved that the petition to the commons
be presented by Mr. Pringle, and that to the Lords by
the Ear} of Aberdeen.—Agreed to.

The Rev. Mr. M*Morland addressed the Synod at

N

ner—tae crowd temainmg tothe last. On Fruday
the members of the deputation, cousisling of the Rev.
Dr. Black, Professor of Theology in Marischal Col-
teze, Aberdeen, the Rev. Dr. Keith, 2nd the Rev. M.
Bonar, proceeded to Grenuck, where they Leld a pub-
e meeting, and received the pray ers and blessings ot
the friends of Isracl. Inthe afiernoon they saited for
Liverpool where arrangements were made for their
being heard in behalf ot their cause on last Lord's-
day, and next morning were to proceed o London,
whither the Rev. Mr. M'Cheyne of Dundce, one of
their number, had previously gone, to take steps for
their immediate departure for Palestine. ‘We under-
stand there isto be a religiousservice in the National
Scotch Church, London, this evening, at which the
wmembers of the deputativn are to be present, and at
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which the best blessings of the God of Tsrael will no
doubt be invuked on them, and un the ubjects and
results of their mission. Itis most cucouraging to
see the livély interests which the appointment and
progress of the deputation has catled forth. It s
ossible that there may be tidings ot their labours and
inquiries in time four the General As.scmblg. Whe-
ther they are or not, there is no one must be highly
satisfied with the eminent intellectual, literary, and
Christian attainments of the deputation ; and notriend
of Israel but must pray for their safety and success.
It is indeed much to the honour of the Charch of
Scotland thatshe isthe fiest Chureh of Christ which,
as a Church, has taken active steps for the conver-
sion of God’s ancient people. She will not fare the
worse in the providence of that God who has said,
in referenceto Israel, “ [ will bless him that blesseth
thee,and curse him thatcurseth thee.” The London
Record of ‘Thursday has the following announcement
“the Presbytery of London is to hold a pubhic prayer-
meeutng in the National Scotch Church, Regent
Spuaref on Tuesday, (this) evening, at hal{-past six
o'clock, with a view ot imploningthe blessing ot God
on this important undertaken, Weare intormed that
it is probable 2 member of the depuiation will deliver
31_1 address suited to  the  occasion.—Scotlish Guar-

ian,

MISCELLANLOUS.

Tue Masvoti—It is with the greatest pleasure,
the writer of this article can state, from personal
knowledge, that one of the targest of these animals,
has actually been stoned and buried by lndians, as ap-
peats from implements found among the ashes, cin-
ders, and halfburned wood and boneof the animal.
The citcumstances are as follows: A farmer in
Gasconade county wished to improve his spring,
and in doing so, discovercd, about five ‘ee” be-
veath the surface, a part of the back and hip tone.
Ofthis I was informed, by Mr. Wash, and not doubr-
ing but the whole, ot nearly the whole skeleton might
be tound, I went there and found has had bedn stated,
also 2 knife made of stone. I immediately com-
menced opening a much larger space ; the first layer
of earth was a vegetable mould, then a blue clay,then
asnd and blue clay. I found alarge quantity ol pie-
ces of rocks, weighing from twoto twenty-five pounds
each, evidently thrown there with the intention of
hitting some object. it is necessary to remark, that
not the least sign of rocks or gravel is to be found
aearer than from four to five hunbred yards; and that
these pieces werc broken from larger rocks, and col-
sequently carried here for some express purpose.—
After passing through these rocks, I came to a layer
of vegetable mould; on thesurface of this was found
the first blue bone, with this a spear and axe,the spear
corresponds precasely with our common Indian spear,
the axe is ditferent trom any onc I have seen.  Also
onthis earth was ashes nearly from six inches to one
foot in depth, intermixed with burned wood, and bur-
uedbones, broken spears, axes, knives, &c. The fire
appearcd to  have been the largest on the head and
neck ofthe animal, as the ashesaand coals were much
deeper here than 1n the rest of the body ; the skul!
was quite periect, but so much burned, that it erum-
bled 10 dust on theleast touch ; two feet from this, was
found two tecth broken off from the jaw, but mashed
entitely to pieces. By puuting them together, they

showed the animal ta have been miuch largerthan any
heretcfore diceoverad. Ttappeared by the situation
of the skeleton, that the animal had been sunk with
its hind feet m the mud and water, and unabie to ex-
tricate itsell, had fallen an s right side, and 1 that
~ituation was found and killed as abuve deseribed,con-
sequently the hind and fore foot on the right side,
were snnk deeper in the mud, and thoreby saved from
the effeets ot the fire; therefore [ was able to preserve
the whole of the hand foot to the very last jomt, and
the furefuot all but some few smatl bones that were
tuo much decayed to be worth saving.  Also between
the rocks that had sunk through the ashes, was found
large picces of skin, that appeared like {resh tanned
sole Inather, strongly impregnated with the ley from
the ashes, and a gieat many of the sinews and arteries
were plainto bz seens on the carth and rocks, but in
stch a state as not 1o be mueved, excepling in small
picees, the size of a hand, which are now preserved
in spirits,  Should any doubis avise inthe mind of
the reader,of the correctness of the above statement,
e can be refeired o more than twenty witttesses,who
were present at the time of digging.—Philaddphia
Presoyterian,

Cuxese Sict.—TInthe art of engraving the Chi-
nese exeel.  The vapidity with which they carve
their intricate and complicated characters is really
surprising, and not to be imitated by European ar-
tisty, in the same style of” exccution, and at the same
low prices. A Loundon engraver wassurprised when
he learned, that what wonld cost sixty or eighty shil-
hings m England, might be accomplished by a Chi-
nese workman for half-a-crown  In scal enzravings
théy are not bebid our own counirymen, and in ivo-
vy and ebony, turtnise-+hell, and mothez-of-pearl,their
carving surpasses that ol most other artists.  The ce-
lebrated Chinese balls, one in the other, to the amount
of seven or nine, all exquisitely carved, have puzzied
many of our Enghish triends, who have been at a Yoss
to know, whether they were cut out of a solid piere,
or cunningly wntroduced by cume impercephible open-
ing, one within the other. There can be no doubt,
however, of their having been originally but vne piece
and cut underneath fram the various apertures,which
the balls contain, until one after another 1s dislodged
and tarned, andthen carved hikethe fust. The ivo
ry work-boxes and fans, commonly sold in Canton,
exhibiting the various figures standing out in very
bold relief, may be considered as fair specimens of
Chinese skitl. ~ In the useful arts, the Chinese are by
no means deficient; and in what contributes to the
necessaries comiorts,and even elegancics of life,;show
themselves to be as great adepts as their neighbours.
The manufacture of silk has been long established
among them ; andthousands of years ago,when the in-
habitanis of England were going about with naked bo-
dresthe very plebeiansof China were clothed in silks;
while the nobility there vied with each other in the
exhibition of gutd and embroidery, not much inferior
to what they nuw display.  In the fabled days of the
Yellow Linperor, at the comunencewment ot the Chi-
nese ronarchy, “the empress taught her subjects to
vear the silk worm, aud unwind the cecoons, 1o make
dresses; sothatthe people were exempted from cold
and ckilblains.”  When Confucius arose,the Chingse
had lung been in the habit of culuvating the sitk-
worm, and the gencral tule then was, for “every fam-
ily that possessed five acres of ground, 1o plant the eir-
camference with mulberry-trees, in order that all

above a certain age might be clotked in siltk.  Down
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to the present age, the Chinese are still celebrated for
the abundance, variety, and beaaty of their silk fab-
ries, equalling in the richness of their colours, and
the beauty of their embroidery any thing that can be
manufactured in France or England, while the crapes
of' China still surpass the products of this western
world. But they are not only skilled in makingthey
are also attached tothe wearing of gay apparel; the
Chinese are confessedly a well-cluthed nation, and
except where poveriy prevents, the people are seen
auired in sitks and crapes, as cominonly as we appear
in cloth and leather. Their fashions differ indeed
from ours, but the dress of a Chinese gentleman or
lady is as elegant in its way, as the external ap-
pearance of a modern belle or beau in Europe —
Medhurst,

Fasuy avt, Scinot. Miveraraacicar Capivers.~We
learn from an address of the Pennsylvania Lyceum
to the citizens ol thut State, that by an arrangement
with a large numbar of schools in Philadd!phia, and
several other places in Peansylvania and vther states,
ten or twelve hundred sets of elementary specimens
in geology and mincrilogy are in a state of forward-
ness, for the use of County Lycenms, in any ¢r all the
states, as they may be requested in behalt of suchin-
stitutions.  Each set will contain from fifiy toone
hundred specimens, embracing nearly all the miner-
als which are elementary in the structure of moun-
tains, rocks, and soils, or are uscd as materials of the
arts, viz. the clemeuts ol racks, and the rocks them-
selves, ores of the most useful metals, the varieties of
coal and marble, and the materials for manufacturing
chrome yellow,epsom salts,copperas, and olhier paints
and salts, glass, china, &c. These sets will be deliv-
ered by the Correspoading Secretary of the Pennsvl-
vania Lyceum to the order or request of any County
Lyceun,which is or may be formed,or to individuals
who may wish to usethemasan occasion or aid in or-
ganizing such societies. By these and such speci-
mens as may be collecied by those who shonld meet
on such occasions, good beginnings of couuty cabi-
nets throughout the Union may be made, with provi-
sions for 2iding ali the neighbouring schouls and fam-
ilies which may wish for these sources of practical
and entertaining knowledge.

POETRY.

“Earth to Earth and Dust to dust.”
A TUNERAL DIRGE, BY THE REV. GEONGE CROLY, L. L, D,

“Earth to earth, and dust to dust 1"
Here the evil and the just,

Here the youthful and the old,
Here the fearful and the bold,
Here the matron and the maid,

In one silent bed are laid ;

Herc the vassal and the King,

Side by side, lic withering ;

Here the sword and sceptre rust;

¢ Earth to earth, and dust to dust.”

Age on age shall roll along

O'er this pale and mighty throng;
Those that wept them, those that weep,
All shali with these slecpers sleep,
Brotliers, sisters of the worm!
Summer’s sun, and winter’s storm,
Song of peace, or battles’ yoar,

Nec'er shall break their slumbers more ;
Death shall keep his silent trust,
“Earth to earth, and dust to dust.”

But a day is coming fast,—

Easth, thy mightieet and thy last;
It shall come in fear and wonder,
Hoeralded by trump and thunder;

It shall come in strife and toil,

It shall come in blood and spoil,

It shall come in empires’ groans,
Burning temples, trampled thrones;
Then, ambition, rue thy lust!
“Earth to earth, and dust to dust.”

Then shall come the judgement sign ;
In the east the King shall shine,
Flashing from heaven’s golden gate,
Thousards, thousaads, raund his state,
Snirits with the crown and plume :
Tremble, then, thou sullen tomb,
ITeaven shall open on our sight

Earth be burned to living light,
Kingdoms of the ransomed just ;—
“Eard to earth, and dust to dust.”

Then shall gorgeous as a gem,
Shine thy mount, Jevusalem ;

Then shall in the desert rise
Fruits of more than paradise ;
Euth by angel-fect be trod,

One great garden of her God ;

Till are dried the martyr’s tears
Through a glorious thousand years,
Now in hope of him we trust,

“ Earth to carth and dust to dust,”

THE DEATH OF THE RIGHTEOQUS.

1took'd upon the rizhteons man—~
And saw his parting breath,

Without a struggte ar a sigh,
Yicld peacefutty to death,

There was no anguish on his hrow,
Noterror in his eyc j—

The spoiler Inunched a fatal dart,
But-LOST TIE VICTORY !

I leok'd upon the righteots man.-
And heard the holy prayer,
Which 'rosc ahove that breathless form,
To soothic the mourners’ care ; |
And feit how precious was the gilt
He to his dear ones geve,—
The stainlees memory of the just~- .
The wealth BLYOND PHE GRAVE.
1look'd upon the rightenus man.-
And all our earthiy truss,
Of pleasurc, vanity, or pride,
Seem’d lighter than thic dust,
Conparcd with his celestial gain.-
A home ahove the sky.
04, geant US, Lord, HIS life to live,

‘That welike him may die! L. HS.



