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FOR THE CHRISTIAN EXAMINER.

KEPORT OF THE PRESRYTERY OF KINGSTON ON THE
CONSTITUTION OF CHURCHES,

[The following document is the result of the
dehberations of the Presbytery of Kingston onthe
subject referred to. It has been sent to us for
publication, as the best means of referring 1t to
the examination of the different Presbyteries—
who are “instructed to report their observatious
on this subjcct to next meeting of Synad.” It
will be seen that thisreport cuntains very little ad-
ditional to that which was formerly prepared by
Mr. Gordon, and published in the Exanuner, Oc-
tober, 1837, except the draft of a constitution. No
allusion is made in the report to the necessity of
an act of incorporation by the legislature, to ena-
ble the proposed ¢ Court of deacons,”* or thetrus-
tees of congregations, to hold and manage the
property that may be entrusted to them., This
subject isa very simple one, and has already been
sufficiently discussed. All that is now wanted, is
the diligence of the commission to procure from the
legislature the requisite enactment. It appears to
us that theseveral articles in this draft are suscep-
tible of a better arrangement.]—Eb, Ex.

*We prefer this deslgnatinn “tn that of sesslnn of deacans,
10 avold the risk of confounding them with the sesston of cl-
ders  Dr. Chalmers, when he revived thus order of affice.
bearersin St John's parlsh, Glasgow, desigaated them col,
Jectively * the Court of deacons.’ ‘

On the subject of ¢“the constitution of church-
e5,” the Synod, at their last meeting, gave these
ingtructions: “the committee on calls and consti-
“tutions is discharged, and the Presbytery of
“Kingston is instructed to prepare a draft of a
“ constitution suitab.e for congregations to adopt,
“and to send a copy of the same to the other Pres~
“thyteries of the church, that they may consider
s,t,and report upon it at the next ordinary session
% of the Synod.”

Furst of all let it be observed, that instead of
encumbering the draft constitution with such mat-
ter of anexplanatory kind as seemed necessary, it
has been thrown into an appendix.

It will be in therecollection of Presbyteries, that
this subject has been for some time past under the
consideration of the church, In particular these
questions, 1. Whatis the proper course to be pur-
sued in the election of a minister? € What
the best mode of electing elders ? and 3, What
the best manner of managing the temporal affairs
of the churclhi? Queries were issued by the Synod
of 1335, directed to these points, and requesting
information on certain matters of fact bearing
upon them; such as the proportion of communi.
cants to the other classes of the congregation, and

the number of organized congregations within the
different Presbyterics,



M CONSTITUTION OF CHURCHES.

Answers to the Synod’s queries were, to a con-
siderable extent, lodged with the cemmittee on
calls and constitutions, and were befure the Pres.
bytery of Kingston, in {raming the present sketch
of a constitution, The result of these answers,
and a full discussion of the whole case, may be
found in the number of the Christian Examiner for
October 1857, under the article “on theconstitution
for churches.” This article contains the substance
of the paper which the last Synod received as the
report from the committee on calls and constitu-
tions.

The answera to the Bynod's queries show some
difference of opinion respetting the mode of the
minister’s election, This diversity is found n
particular on the question, who are entitled to
vote in the election of a minister? Some see
nothing objectionable in extending the right of
voting to all classes of the congregation, who are
fairly connected with it, and who contribute to the
support of the minister, Others, again, are of
opinion that the right of voting should be confined
to the members of the church in full communion,
and that it is unscriptural and dangerousto extend
an absolute right of voting to all—though the
wislies and feelinge of all should be as muchas
possible studied and consulted.

Now the framers of the following draft can.
not help thinking that the questionhas beena good
deal embarragsed by the peculiar circumstatices
and in some respects anomalous condition of
many of the congregations connected with our
church in Canada,

Not onlyisthe number of communicants in some
of our congregations very limited, but the calling
and settlement of ministers have, from time to
time, been going on in a way ecclesiastically 1r-
regular, Bodies of persons who have never been
organized into regular churches by appointment of
officers for the church, administration of its sacra-
ments, %&c. &c., have been accustomed to call
and Presbyterieg to ordain ministers over them.®

Now it will be for the church to consider and
determine, whether in many such cases it would
not be better to put in operation some preparatory
process, prior to the formation of the pastoral rela-
tion, such as ordaining missiunaries over Districts,
forming congregations in those localities, where
the adherents of the chusch aresufficiently numer-
oue, and ordaining elders overthem. As respects
congregations not yet organized, the confining the
Tight of voting to members in full communion,
would be tantemount to 2 total deniul of the right
of forminig the pastoral relutions lnregard, agam,

; See Christian Examiner for October, p. 249,950,

to congregations but recently organized, thenum.
ber of church members is 11 some cases so very
hwmted, as to render it difficult, if not impossi-
ble, to curry into effect & constitution that might
suit a congregation in a more advanced state.
And even in the case of congregations of long
standing, and consisting of a considerable number
of members, it might not be wise to propose sud-
den and great changes on constitutions already ex-
istingr.

The time, however, seems to have arrived for
watching over the progress of the constitution of
our church in Canada, with the most tender so-
licitude. For upon the mould in which it is now to
be cast, its character in ull generations to come is
likely to depend ; and it were, therefore, not only
unwise but highly blamable to allow any thing
essentially wrong, or subversive of' scriptural
principles, to be gaining ground.

Under all these views of the subject, it has oc-
curred to the Presbytery of Kingston, that it may
not perhaps be easy to frame such a constitution
as shall be, in all respects, equally suitable to al}
the congreguations in connection with our church ;
and that it may be necessary in some measure to
distinguish and adapt, according to the different
circumstances of congregations, On the other
hand it seems obviously a most desirable object,
to get our constitution put upon a right founda-
tion, and to secure as far as possible, among the
different congregations, a conformity toit, Towards
the accomplishment, of these ends, it may be useful
that thechurch issue something in -the shape of a
model constitution, to be adopted in all cases prac+
ticable.

The framers of the draft constitution now sub-
mitted, are far from presuming to think that it is
so perfect as to admit of its being at once adopted,
or as not to be liable to alterations and improve-
ments. Ifit shall be found in the main, to be con-
structed upon right principles, or should it only
serve the purpose of putting the case into such a
shape as shall aid the full and thorough considera-
tion and discugsion of it, the object shall have been
gained.

The Presbytery of Kingston would humbly sug-
gest some such course as this:

1, That the Synod after maturely considering
the matter, and fixing upon a model constitution
as periect as the present state and circumstances
of the church will admit of, should issue it smong
all the Presbyterics and congregations already
arganized into churches, with ruch advice and in-
structions as shall secure its provisions being care
ried into effect assoon as practicable.

2, That if no such model constitution can be
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CONSTITUTION OF CHURCHES,

framed, as in all respects to admit of being put
into immediate operation by all the congregations
of our church, it seems necessary that theSynod do
along with this model constitution issue a specifi-
cation of auch essentisl principles and rules as
ghall be universally imperative in the formation
of constitutions in the cuse of organized churclies
This will at least promote general conformity in all
things which may be considered s of vital impor-
tance to right government and discipline.

3. In the case of calls given to ministers by
bodies of persons not organized into a church, and
where there can be no distinction between those
who are members and those who are not, it seems
to he admitted on all hands that the right of
voting must of necessity be extended to all
who are willing to contribute to the minister’s
support, and who labour under no particular dig-
qualification. But the Synod may judgeitto beex
pedieat to frame and 1ssue Some rules applica-
ble to this special case. It is desirable, that
Presbyteries before they proceed to settle min-
isters amongst congregations in this situation,
should caretully examine into the merits of each
particular case that may come before them, with
a view of determiving whether things are ripe
for the formation of 1ihe pastoral relation, or
whether it would not be better to prepare the
ground for this by the labours of & missionary.

DRAFT OF A CONSTITUTION,

Constitution of the church of , in the
township of , and district of e,
in the province of Upper Canada, lying within the
bounds of the Presbytery of e———, and ac-
knowledging the jurisdiction of the said Presby-
tery, and of the Synod of Canada, in connection
with the church of Scotland.

To gecure orderand good government inthe
spiritual and temporal affairs of the church, ws,
the undersigned, as adherents thereof, do agree to
the following articles:

ART. 1. This church and congregation, now in
connection with the Synod of Canada, and adhcring
to the standards thereof, declsre that they shall
continue to adhere to the standards, and sub-
wit to the form of worship, government, and
discipline of the said church.

ArT, 2. That the property of the church afore-
said, comprehending a parcel of land (hece take
inits description and how deeded,) obtuined for
the use of a congregation in connection with the
Synod of the Presbyterian cliurch of Canada, to-
gether with the church built thereon, and all other
lands or tencments that Jo or shall belong to this

8%

the manner after described, fur the sole benefit and
behoof of this church and congregation.
1. OP THR SPIRITUAL AFFAIRS OF THE CHURCH,
Of the Minister,
ArT. 3. The mnister shall be a member of the
Synod of Canada, in connection with the church
of Scotland.
ART. 4. The pastoral relation shall be permanent
—a3 its perinanency is defined and modified by the
laws and practice of the church of Scotland.
ARrT, 5.° In every case of vacancy of a charge
by death, resignation, translation, deposition, or
utherwise, it shall be the duty of the eldership of
the congregation to give immediate notice to the
Presbytery of the bounds where the vacant charge
lies, invrder to the early and proper filling up of
the vacancy. After the Preshytery shall have per-
formed the duties devolved upon thein by the laws
of the church, in sending one or more of theip
number to preach before the congregation, and
advise and communicate with them respecting the
circumstances of the vacant charge, and particu-
larly respecting the necessity of speedily filling up
the vacancy by a fit and pious minister; and after
the Presbytery shall have also eent such person or
petsons to preach to the vacant congregation, ac-
cording to their own application, and as may seecm
most suitahle and acceptable to them. Afterall
these steps shall have been duly taken, a meeting
of the male heads of families of the congregation,
being communicants, shall take place at a distance
of not less thansix weeks from the date of the
vacancy, and after a fortnight's previous notice
from the pulpit shall have been given. The person
who ghall be chosen minister by a majority of this
meeting, shall be held validly elected; and upon
his call and acceptance being laid before the Pres-
bytery—upon his undergoing the necessary trial
befure them, and upon their being satisfied of his
qualifications, and that the congregation have
made competent provision for his support, his set-
tlement shall be proceeded in, according tothe laws
of the church. In the case of the meeting not be-
ing able to fix upon one individual, but candidates
being chosen to preach before the congregation,
the election to be conducted in such manneras
shall be arranged by a majority of the said meeting,
with concurrence of the Presbytery. Should any
questions arise respecting the minister’s election,
they shall be submitted to thedecision of the Prea-
bytery.t Nothing contained in the preceding
article shall be understood to preclude the said
teada of families, in whomn is vested the right of
electing & munister, from devolving the right, with

church, shall be managed by the persone, and in

*See Appendix.
+ Note A.



86 CONSTITUTION OF CHURCHRS,

¢onsent of the congregation and Presbytery, upon
Presbyteries, the Glasgow Colonial Society, or
any other competent bodies or persons in Scot-
land, who are membersof the established church,
Ant. 8. After duetime shall have been allowed
for the filling up of the vacant charge, whichin no
case shall exceed mm—— between the vacancy
and tho settlement, if from the negligence of the
electors, or from their not being able to come to an
agreement, the charge shall still continue vacant;
the nomination shall in that ccse devolve upon the
Presbytery, according to the laws of the church.*
Axr, 7, That & bond guaranteeing the payment
of the minister’s stipend out of the revenues of the
church, payable in advance by two equal portions,
namely:

shall be duly lodged with the Presbytery, along
with the call. ¢
Of the Eldership,

Axr. 8. The elders shall be nominated and pro-
posed by the minister, in the case of no session
being already in existence; and in the case of a
seasion already existing, by the minister and ses.
sion. And in both cases elected by the male heads
of familes, being communicants, as follows; The
nomination shall be publicly announced from the
pulpit, and not less than a fortnight thereafter a
day fixed for the election, which shall be conducted
by ballot, if demwnded. Ordinations shall follow,
secording to the rules of the church.$

Axnt. 9. It shall be the duty of the session to
keep a roll of the communicants, and to see that
the same be registered in the session baok, and at-
tested by the moderator and clerk.

I1. or THR TEMPORAL AFFAIRS OF THR CRURCH.

Deacons.

ArT, 10, That the temporal affairs of the church
shall be placed under the management of: —
deacons, to be elected in the same nanner as the
elders, and as pointed out by article 8th, and sol-
emnly ordained and set apart for the office accord-
ing to the laws of the church.§

ArT. 11, That cen~—me of these deacons shall
retire from office every year, according o their
order on the rol}, namely, on the first Tuesday of
in every year; on which day, orany con-
venient day within threc weeks thescafter, thuir
successors shall be chosen; provided always, that
the deacons who fall to retire shall hold their office
until their successors shall be appointed, and, aleo,

» Note B.

tNote D

sNoteE. See Christian Exami
P- 246, 250, 251, aminer for October,

that they may be re-appuinted ag often as the elec-
tors may seefit. ‘The time and place of meeting
to be intimated by the minister from the pulpit,
after divine scrvice in the forenoon of the previous
Sabbath, and after such noufication, should less
than a majority of the electors attend, their powar
shall accresce to those present.

Ant. 12. That all property which it is in the
power of the congregation to take urder their cone
trou), shall be vested in this session of deacons,
for the benefit of the congregation.

ArrT. 13, That this session of deacons shall have
power, and it shall be their business to fix the seat
rents, to sell, let, or leage the pews, or any other
property belonging to the congregation, for the
benefit of the same, under such conditions as may
be agreed on by a majority of the whole congrega-
tion, with concurrence of the Presbytery; and
the said session of deacons shall have full power
to apply the monies arising from the property of
the congregation, for the liquidation of all debts
due thereon, or for the improvement and preserva-
tion of the same, after the maintainance of divine
worship is duly provided for. They shall also
attend to the repair and cleaning of the church,
‘They shall also do their utmost to secure and see
paid to the minister out of the funds of thechurch,
the contributions of those helonging to it, or other-
wise, his stipend. They shall, with theconcurrence
of the Kirk session, appoint the precentor and bea-
dle, with such salaries as they shall deem fit and
proper. They shall specially attend to the
case of the poor connected with the congregation,
make their case knownto the session, and study
to obtain timely relief, so asto prevent the neces-
sity of the truly needy and deserving standing for-
ward in the attitude of public mendicants,

ArT. 14, That the sessicn of deacons,any ———
of whom shall be a a quorum, shall meet as often
as necessary for the discharge of the duties of
their office ; that they shall elect their own chair-
man, treasurer, and secretary, aud have power to
adopt such regulations as may be necessary for
properly conducting their own proceedings; and
that at an annual meeting of the whole congrega-
tion, called by 2 fortnight’s previous and public
notice, they shall give in & report of the state of
tiie copgregation’s temporal affairs,

ART, 15. That the ordinary Sabbath-day col.
lections shall go to the general funds of the
church, and be appropriated for the incidental ex-
penses of the church, such as communion elements,
precentor’s and beadle’s salary, and other necessary
purposes; but the deacons, with the concurrence

of the church session, may appoint special col~
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- lections for charitable and Christian objects, as cir-
 cumstances mey require,

Ant. 16. That the whole administration of the
" affairs of the congregation, shall be subject to the

-

are hereby constituted the eole arbiters in all dis-
putes that may arise in the said administration,
with power to decide according to the provisiuns
of this constitution, or according to the laws and
usagees of the church, in all matters not herein pro-
vided for.

ArT. 17. All meetings shall be opened and clos-

fﬁmpection of the Presbytery of the bounds, who

Art. 18, In evidence of our obligation to ob-
serve the provisions of this constitution, this copy

>
€
>

- subacribed by us at a meeting of the electors

)

z

duly convened, is Jaid this day on the table of the
Presbytery, and committed to their keeping.
Signedby the Preses in the name of the meeting.
APPENDIX.

Art. 5. A, Manner of appointing the Minister—
Considering the difference of opinion which exists
in the matter of the appuintment of the minister, the
Presbytery of Kingston, in framing the draft con-
stitution, have deemed it best to be directed by
that course which, in so far as it can be traced,
appears to have the sanction and authority of the
law of the church of Scotland upor the subject.

They submit this article, however, for the pur-
pose of bringing before the eye those leading and
essential things, which the spirit and genius of the
constitution of the church of Scotland seem to
have had inview, in the formation of the pastoral
relation, (counteracted and modified as they may
have been in practice by those anomalies which
the law of patronage occasioned) rather than as
containing that exact course, whose unmodified
adoption the.Presbytery of Kingston are prepared
decidedly to r2commend,

It must be conitzzcl that the practice of the
church of Scotland in the constitution of the pas-
toral relation has varied at different periods of the
church’s history. Itis not, perhaps, so clearly
and exactly defined as to serve us entirely in mod-
delling the constitution of our church in Canada.

The following elements, however, may, it is
thought, b gathered as being within the design
and spirit, and even the letter of the constitution
of the church of Scotland, as respects the pastoral
zelation. 1. A great desire that Prestyteries should
exercise the most faithful, diligent and tender super-
intendence over the interests of congregations, in
filling up vacancies. For this purpose, the church
hes vested Presbyteries not only with direct powers
in the matter of trials and pastoral qualifications,

CONSTITUTION OF CHUCHES,

a7

but by the great pains taken in enjoining them to
preach to, and consult and ndvise with vacant con-
gregations, and to study their wishes in sending
them such preachers ay they desire—it seems
plain that it was the design of the church, that
Presbyterics should not only keep in view the gen-
eral qualifications for the numsterial office, but
the personal fitness and acceptableness of the pre-
senteein refesence to the particular charge.

2, A distinction of rights in the matter of clece
tion, among the different classes composing the
congregation. For example, the act of Assembly
1619, devolves much of the business upon the
clders—such as, the duty of looking out fora fit
person, commuticating withthe Presbytery respec-
ting him, and cven selecting the person and propo-
sing him to the congregation. In regard, again,
to a distinction being recognized between members
of the church and mere general hearers, the
best evidence of this is, that according to the ex-
isting law of the church, the class of persons to
whom the veto againstthe patrons® choce is given,
is defined to be male heads of famlies being com-
municents.

s. But consistently with this distinction, it ap-
pears from the great anxiety, and from various
regulations of the church, that the circumstances
and wishes of the congregation in general should
be studied. It would appear that although the
church decmed it scriptural and wise to preserve
such a Jdistinction between those who are strictly
members of the church and those who are not,
as might serve as a check against danger in
time of need, she trusted to its various re-
gulations, and particularly to the tender and
minute superintendencs  of Presbyteries in the
matter, opcrating as a preventive against any in-
vidious exercise of the abstract right, or any col~
lision betwecn one class of the congregation : nd
another.

1a this matterof the appointment of the minis-
ter—keeping in view the following circumnstances
—that so far from the constitution of the church
of Scotland being precisely defined, or unchange-
ably settled upon this subject, the church bes been
for some time past struggling to get rid of some of
the effects of patronage; that the late judgment
of the civil courtin the case of Achterarder, bas
given such an effect to patronage, as to cndanger
that spiritus] independence of our church, in main-
taining which our forefathers counted not their
lives dear unto them ; and that in modelling the
constitution of our church in Canada, we are dis-
encumbered of patronage. So thatin this and in
other respects, the constitution of the church of
Scotland cannot inits very letter be applied to the
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circumstances of our church here. Bearing all
these things in mind, the framers of tie draft
constitution would submit whether as regards this
matter of the election of minister, it nught not
be better to adopt thase leading fenwnres which can
be traced as belonging to the chureh of Scotlamd
upon thissubject, and wineh have Leen referred to
the somewhat diffirent ctrcumstances of ouy
church liere, rather thau adopt the very letter ol
a part of the constitution of our purent church,
which has of late been undergomng various modifi-
cativns, and which is likely to undergo still greater
changes.

On the ane liand it might be dangerous to mnake
no distinction whatever in the right of voring be-
tween those who are members of the ~hurch and
those who are not. Because in drawing up a con-
stitution, we are bound to took to principles, and
possible results and consequences naturally arising
out uf principles, as well us t1 the mere circum.
stances existing at the present moment. Grant
ing, thercfure, that no mnmediate danger wete
likely to arise from disregarding all distinctions
between membership and no membership, yet this
is the possible result, namely, that the spiritual
affairs of the church might be managed by those
who have nothing beyond a pecuniary interest in
it, and in oppositivn to the wishes of its members—
a thing not only unscriptural and certainly at vari-
ance with the laws of the church of Scutiand,
but which scems also at variance with the plainest
dictates of justice and comsuon sense, which ren-
der it necessary and expedient that the internal af-
fairs of every society be managed by its own mem-
bers. For surely none will venture seriously to
dispute thut the very object and end of that pecu-
liar society called the church is of a spiritual na
ture—that there is a plaig distinction between
members in spiritual communion with it, and those
who have nothing heyond a mere temporary coa-
nection with it.

On the other band it must be admitted that the
church isa society whose very cbject and design is
aggression upon the whole world for its pocd—a
holy combination, so to speak, to make the whole
world happy. Instead of sceking, then, by unne
cessary pains, penalties and disablities, to exclude,
it ought, by all lawful means, to attract within its
pale. In this view it seems to merit consideration
whether, supposing the nccessity of maintaining
some distinction between those who are members
and those who are not, some means might not be
devised by which the distinction should be main-
tained, aud yet all parties really interested admit-
ted to & participation in the election,

Suppose, for example, that the power of nomi-
nation were lodged in the sessicn and members of
the church, but that before the final election or
formation of the pastoral relation, matters werein
sume wny submitied to the general congregation
for its concurrence. By preserving this right of
nomination in the memberg, o wholesome check
would thus be secured against the day of dunger,
BBy proper rules and tegulations of the church,
cspecrally by Presbyteries exercising a tender su-
periutendence over vacant charges, and coming
into friendly intercourse with all classes of the
congregation, much, it is thought, might be done
to avurd any collision between them; and should
this be sumetimes aunavoidable, there would still
be the Presbytery to act as o mediator and a bal-
uncing power,

AnT. 6. B, Although the framers of the
draft constitution have submitted this article for
consideration, yet from the fewness of the number
of labourers, and other circumstances connect-
ed with our church in Canada, it is not easy to
tix a time when the nommnation should pass from
the proper electors into the hands of the Presby-
tery. It may, therefore, be thought perhaps as
well to leave this inatter to the operation of the
existing laws of the church, without making it
the subject of special regulation in constitutions.

Art, 7, C. In judging whether in the pre-
sent stute of the church, any special regulation
should be inserted 1n constitutions, respecting the
amount of the minister’s stipend, and the matter of
a bond, these points will fall to be considered.

Qn the one hand the looseness and uncertainty of
arrangements respecting the minister’s support, is
very painful and injurious to the best interests of
the church; and the bringing the subject definite.
ly before the view of congregations in constitutions,
may have some effect in producing more clearness
and certainty, and in awakening more exertions,
On the other hund, it is a very difficult matter, in
the present state of our church, to decide what
should be the minimum to authorise a settlement—
perhaps not always expedient to insist on a formal
bond asan indispensible requisite. And the giving
unnecessary prominence to matters of this kind, is
at all times to be avoided; while, according to the
laws of the church, Presbyteries have already a
discretionary power in the matter.

ArT. 8. D. Many of the sacred duties of
the eldership hiave, it is to be feared, been suffered
to go into disuse, and others of them to be over-
looked. The framers of the draft constitution
would, therefore, suggest that a re-publication of
them among congregations, by the Synod, accom-
panied with a svitable appeal, might be beneficial;
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; the more + ~pecially as a variety of causcs combine
< to conceal them from the view, where our church
" has to transplant both itsclf and its standards into
a foreign land.
ArT, 10. E. A very full discussion upon the
reasons for reviving the offica of deacon in the

to fall into disuetude, or to be mergedin the office
of elder, will be found in the Christian Examiner
for August 1387; see page 179, 180. In ad-
dition to the able and conclusive statements
and arguments which that paper contains, some
supplementary and confirmatory views will be
found in the article ¢“on the constitution of
churches,” in the Christian Examiner of October
1837, already referredto. See p. 255.

When it is considered that not only is the office
of deacon of scriptural institution, but that we have
in scripture as clear an account both of its insti-
tution and the reasons of it, as we have of any
other office of the church ; when it is considered
how many valuable purposes the office may serve,
and with what clearness and distinctness the
founders of our church separated this office and its
duties, from the office and the duties of the clder-
ship, it cannot but be matter of wonder how it ever
should have been allowed to go into so great dis-
use, There is no slight ground for concluding
that this disuse has been most injuriousto the best
interests of the church. For example, it seems to
have had great influence in originating the dan-
gerous misapprehencion that the church has secu-
lar ends separate and apart from its sprritual na-
ture and ends, and thus to raise up an injurious
wall of distinction between'thespiritual and thetem-
poral interests of the church., Itis true, indeed,
that the church has temporal and pecuniary inter-
ests to attend to, butthis only accidentally and sub
ordinately. By referring to the origin, history, and
reasons of the institution of deacons, (see Acts,
chap. 6, 1toG,) it will be found that though a
distinct set of persons was appointed to mamge
the temporal affairs of the church, their religious

23 character was to be indubitable, and temporal con-

cerns connected with their oftice were purely re-
ligious. It was enjoined that the deacons should
be men of good report, full of the Holy Ghost, and
they were solemnly set apart for their office by
ordination,

Respecting the propriety—nay, indispensible
scriptural necessity of aiming at the revival of the
office of deacon, towards attaining & right and
scriptusai constitution of a church, the framers of
the druft constitution need only refer to the follow-
ing quctations from our church’s standards and
founden,

Inthe tract entitled *the form of Prestyteriu
charchh government,” usually bound up with the
Coufession of Faith, reepecting the office of dea-
con, itis thus lnid down: “'The scriptute doth
hold out deacons as distinet officers in the church;
whouse oflice is perpetual,  To whose officeit be?
longs not to preach the word, or administer the
sacraments, but to takespecial care in distributing
to the necessitics of the poor.”

%The word deacon is sometimes largely taken
for all that bear office in the ministry, and spiritual
functions in the church: but commonly it is taken
for that ordinury and perpetual ecclesiastical office
in the Kirk of Christ, to whom the collection and
distributton of the alins of the fuithful, and eccle-
siastical goods do belong. Sece chap. 3, of the
Policy of the Kirk: where it follows, that seeing
this office is of divine institution, 1t is an unwar-
rantable omission in some coungregotions, that
either they put no difference betwixt elders and
deacons, or else they neglect to appoint any to the
office of deacons. Sece Tit. 8,1, 2. 1 do not think
it reasonable, or very cousistent, for any to be
zealous against adding tothe kindsof office bearers
of Chrisvs appointinent, while they arc active inor
connive at the diminution of any of them. 1If it ba
said the elder is a deacon, Lanswer, albeit the pas.
tor includes the oifice of a doctor, elder, and dea«
com, yet, secing these sre of divine institution,
reverence is in so far due unto it as to set up these
distinct offices. As nothing should be added to
the divine institutiun, upon pretence of imagined
decency or order in the invention,sonothing vught
to be diminished therefrom, upon pretence {hat
some things in the institution are needless or su-
perfluous.”

“The duties of deacons tnay be reduced to these
heads,collected from Mr, Guthrie's treatise of elders
and deacons, and the heads of the policy of the
Kirk, 1. That they take exact notice of the poor
and that they timeously make their case known to
the sessior, to the cnd that their straits may be
relieved, and so their breaking out into open begg-
ing be prevented. 2. They are to collect aud to
receive that supply for the poor, which the mem-
bers of that congregation or strangers <hall be in-
clined to offer. 8, That the money so received be
faithfully delivered to the session, according to
whose judgment and appointment the deacons are
to distribute the church goods; in which matters
they have a decisive vote with the elders ; but in
ather cases their opinionis only consultive, and they
muy be always present. 4. That they take care of
orphans and idiots, and such as want knowledge
and ability to dispese of; and order the things that

concern their food and raiment, 5, They ave to
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take care that what belongs to the poor be not di-
lapidated or misapphed. 6. They are to acynaint
the ministere and elders of the sick within their
quarters, that so they may be visited, and if need
be, supplied. 7. By the 9th chapter of the Policy
of the Kirk, deacons were nct only to collect and
distribute the ordinary alms, but all the church
goods, tiends, &¢. and uplift and pay to ministers
stipends. This were, indeed, a work proper for
their office, an ease to the mnister, and would pre-
vent much noise and offence that is often raised
when charges to make payment are given, either
at theirown instance, or in naine of their assignees
orfactors, 8. They may be employed to provide
the elements, to carry them, aud serve the commu-
nicants at the Lord’s table.”

DR. CHALMERS ON TIE CONNECTION OF EDUCATION AND
REIIGION,

Dr. CuarMegs rose, and was received with immense
applause, waving of handkerchiefs, and every other
demonstration of enthusiasm. He said, I am quite
sure you will all have perfect community of freling
with “myself, whea [ say that I never listencd with
more intense delight o any speech than to tne one 1
have now heard, My excellent {riend, in cutiing it
short, has entailed upon his successor a very heavy
disadvantage—for I feel it impossible that anything
that [ can advance can quell the unsated appetency ol
his hearers, or fill up, in an adequate wnanner, the
void ol his unfimished observations. Iam glad, how-
ever, to be relieved from the unwieldy subject of
Church Extension; for I can fully sympathise with
my excellznt friend who commenced the addresses of
the evening, in his statement, that he felt burdened
and oppressed with the extent and magnitude of the
subject.  Yer, short as the time was that he expended
upon it—short, I mean, as compared with the mag-
nitude of the theme—he has left on the theme he
touched the impress of his own profound and prous
feelings; and in particular, he has enniched Uns great
argument with what was to me an original conmdera.
tion—and what is not always true of ongmal argu-
guments—one of a most emincnily pracucal and im
pressive kind, bringing the whole subject to the most
decisive of all tests—the test of prayer, 1shallnot
make any further observations on this theme, but §
content myself with the hope that this origimnal view
of the subject will be pressed home on the cunsciences
and the religious sensibilities of all here present.
1 beg you will all understand that after we shall have
fally completed the work of what is now called
church extension, Ishall only consider the work as
little more than half done 1 shall not consider the
parochial cconomy as complete merely by the new
erection of a church in every desutute distriet.  The
scheme of church extension must be followed up
adequately and commensurately by the scheme ol
school extension. The parochial economy will not
be complete unless, in addition to @ new church, there

DR, CHALMERS ON TR CONNECTION OF EDUCATION AND RELIGION,

be placed beside it & uew school—the ene for Chris-
tian, the other for common education—the one for
the Christian education of all the people, the other
for the common education of all the children in the
district,  But you must not imagine when 1 make
this distinction between Christian and common edu-
cation, [ therefore understand that, in the learning of
our school, Christianity is no part, or that I at all
give in 1othe heartless system which would dissever
religion from education, It was religion in Scotland
which gave the first impulse to education. Jobn
Kunox and his associates, convinced the popular un-
derstanding of the country that the Bible was the
uenuine record of communication from God to man,
and that within the four corners of that book there
were the words which were able to make them all
wise unto salvation. It was this which inspired them
with a universal desire to possess the faclfﬁy of read-
ing—that they might unlock the mysteries of the
seriptutes, and acquire the knowledge of God and of
his son Jesus Christ, which is Jite everlasting. It
was this which created a universal demand for edu-
cation among the people ot Scotland.  Therefore, we
onght never to forget that religion is the parent of
our schools—that il these schools, by an act of un-
natural rebellion, should cast off the authority of
their parent—if they should ever forget and disown
the great progenitor to whom they owe their birth
and being—all the blessings and “glory which they
ever conferred on our land willspeedily depart from
it. By the wretehed exchange of the bread of life
for the mere husks of unsanctified knowledge, the
moral health of the young and rising generation
would wither into extinction, just as surely as would
their physical health, if they were bereft of the pro-
per nourishment of man, and driven tothe wrelched
necessity of feeding on ashes. I confess that I look
with a great degree of jealousy and dislike on all the
tamperings, on the part of crude and incompetent
g{ueculators, with the sacred business of edacation.
“he proposal to take the Bible from the school, if it
is not just dropping poison into the feantain-heads
of ournational morality, is at least taking away from
those fountain-heads the healing waters of the sanc-
tuary. Our peaople would indeed continue to be
taught; but the light put before them would be moral
darkness; and'we have the authority of cur Saviour
for saying, how great wouldbe thatdarkness! Know-
ledze, it is said, is povter; and if knowledge is as-
sociated with religion, it becomes a power for the
virtuous and the good, and tells with the best and
most beneficent influence on the well-being of society.
But if knowledge be dissociated from religion, this
destroys not the truth of the maxim, that knowledge
is power; but then it is a power emancipated from
the resiraints of principle, and such a power let loose
on society, like the deep policy of an artful tyrant,
or the mifutary seience of a rathless conqueror, would
only have the’effectto enslave and destroy.  Yes, gen-
tiemen, we meanto have our schools, but we mean in
the economy of these schools to abide by the good old
ways of our forefathers. 'We mean to have the Bible
for'a regular and daily school book. We mean to
have the catechism for a regular and daily school ex-
ercise—and these shall be taught open and fearlesst
—not dealt with as contraband articles—not smuggle
into a mere hole or corner of our establishment—not
mended or mutilated by human hands that the mes-
sage of the Eternal may be shaged to the tastes and
the prejudices of men—not confined to the odd days
of the week, or made to skulk from observation into
a bye-room, lest the priests of an intolerant faith
should be offended. No, gentlemen, we will place
the word of God in the fore-front of our system of
education, and we will render it the uneguivocal, the
public, the conspicuous object that is becoming a
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DR. CHALMERS 0X TNE CONNRCTION OF EDUCATION AND RRLIGION.

»Christianand protestant nation.  If there ke nne as-
sociatibn more inveterate than another in the 8. nitash
understanding, it is the assuciation between the chuieh
.and the school I met with agraufying instane, »
«this at the Water of Leith, where, bemg the fu.:
;instance suggested wo get up a petition foran endow-
mentin thatdistrict to the new church, we suggesied
no mor: ; but it occenred to themselves, and of then

J own spontancous accord, they determined tosuperadd

~%another petition—for an endowment to the school
also. This was entirely the dving of the people themn-
selves. The tiest petition for the chureh, in a pupn-
Iation of 1300, was subscribed by 618 signaures; the

{ second petition, for the schoul, was subscribed by 616

* signatures. ‘The tath is thesetwaethings, the church
. and the school, are held by every Scotstnan lo be
inseparable. A church without a school would be
regarded as an anomaly ; and the only other anomaly,

which would »till be more viulent and outrageous 1o

.the feelings of a Scotsman, would be a school with-
out Bibles. But while Ithus contend for the Bibles,

1 would not limit the education of the working classes,

as some would, tothe mere capacity of rcading ii.

¢ Twould give them as much education asthey have
taste and time for.  Only grantwme a primn?' educa-
tiun based on religion, and after that interest has been
adequately sccured, then I say we can never over-do
the business of education. We can never over-en-
lighten the people. In this matter, let us first seek
the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and then
we may legitimately look and labour for the fulfil-
ment of the promise that al] other things shall be add-
ed unious. I havea strongand confident anticipation
—though it would require a Jung argument to make
it good —to rationalise that anticipation to you—but I
have a strong and .onfident anticipation that the re-
sult of having a well-taught and wel-principled pop-
ulation will be, that they will at length reacha fur
higher status in the community thar they now occupy.

? Less work—so as not to be drudied like beasts of bur-

den—more wages—greater leisure fur the culture of

4 the higher faculties of their nature—and iudefinucly

nearer approaches in all other serts of scholarship o
those who now stand above them in such I jpeless su-

eriority. 1do notsay that I shall see this ininy dav;
{:ut Iam confident that 1f we can only Christiamse
the people. we shall intellectudlise them also—that
they wiil be transformed ito kindred and companion-

A4 able men, witn whom we may at ali tunes hold de-

lighted intercourse; and the specimens of the in‘er-
course that Ihave la\el?' had wah them, has given

4 mea forctaste of those delightful and brillianmt expee-

3 tations. Therefure 1t is that I, tor cle, am a triend
2 1o popular philosophy-—tn mechanics’ insiitutes—to
¥ the copious supply of a large and liberal information
toall clusses of suctety.  Ounly let Counistianity be ever
yresent with its presiding influence and av hority, to
]caven all and sanctify 1), and then all will be righ
and safe; andthe blessed conjunction will then be
realised, of ours being at once an intellectual and
religious nation. 1trust 1 have made myself under-
stood, inso far asto make it palpable that I hold a
Bible class to be the integral and most indispensible
part of everysysiem whatever of popunlar an!l gener-
aleducation; for I must confessthat I look with no
sympathy on the hopes of improvement of the nationa.
c};xaractcr from any scheme of education, if it is
merely an education of lesters, and not an education
of principle. Itisnotscholarship alone, but scholar-
ship impregnated with rehgion, which tells en the
ﬁreat mass of society. Apart from thislhave no con-
dence in the efficacy jof mecuznicy’ instututes, or
even of primary and elememary schools, for the
building up of a virtuous and well-conditioned pea-
santry—and so long as they stand disscvered fiom the
Jessons P?f Christian piety. “There is a charm as-

4t

cribed 10 the scholastic system of Scotland; and it
w beheved that by imponiing its maxims into England
and Ireland, 1t would work the same marvellcus
tan<formations on the chargcter of the people which
have been expenenced by ourselves  But it is for-
gotien that & wanm and earnest Christianity was the
annmating spirit of our practical institutions for gene-
ratems alter they were jramed, and thai wanting this,
ey are no more fited to perform the functions of
motalising the character of the people, then a human
skeliton would at all be fitted {or performing the va.
rious functions, or punting forth the facultiex, ofa liv-
wzman. ‘Thescholastic isincorporated with theeccle-
stastieal system o Beotlaud, not {or the purrose of
wtolerance or cxelusiveness, but for'the purpose of
strevnhening rdncation, and impregnating the boy-
hoou of our limd with the lessons of the Bible, A
wmere scholasship of letters ma{' difiuse intcihgence
anumg the people, but it is 10 the power of religion
that the moral greatness of our people is owing.

cannot sit down vithout expressing my unbounded
delight at the meeting of this evening; at the heart-
felt cordiality which Yias evidently glowed in eve

bosomn, Tt 35 to me dts highest recommendation thatit
is a mceting made up of all classes; or it has been
mv great regret for a quarter of a century, that the
ditlerent classes of socicty are kept at oo great a dis-
tance from each other. 1 may state my owr experi-
ence. [ havemade tens of thousands of visits among
the houses of the poor: and I do not recollect a balf
dozen of instances in which I was treated with in.
civility or cotdness,, but in the vast majority of in-
stances L had a most cordial and friendly reception at
thir hands  [The Rev. Doctor here mentioned the
wteresting circnmstances detmiled i his London lec-
tures, of his visits along with Mr. Bunterworth to
the poor of 8t Giles's, London, in 1822) ‘There
ong. i to be a great deal more of intercouse and inter-
termixture, und 1n that way prejudices would soften
down, and the breath of a new and bland spirit
would go forth over the whole community of the Jand.
I therefore feel persanaily grateful tur the invitation
1received to attend this meeting to-night; and I feel
delighted withthe opportunity ot such an approxima-
tion among the difterent classes, Itis periectly ob-
vious that we can be at ne loss for congemal tupics.,
You are aware that the members of one profession
are vather atalosson meeting with persons of anuther
profession, if they are confired to the things of thig
world; but we can be at no such luss w! .le ous topics
are of inat cathche and comprehensive descniption
which have charactensed all ihe addresses ol this
evening. Here we have met as members of one
fawmily, as creatures of one God, as disciples of one
Redcemer, as expecants of one and the same blissfol
inmortality,  Surely we have materials enough here,
on which we nuzht contrive, instead of frowning on
each other from our yespective orbits, 10 cuntinue to
hive in peace and friemiship together, rejoicing in
the fellowship of 2 common bope, and in the brother-
hond of a common nature. We read a good deal of
precursor mecungs and precursor associations. I
hope with all my * -art this will be a precursor meet-
g Itis a very wixed assembly, some people will
sav Fotrustit will e the precursor ot many such
mixed assemblies in the very locality in which we
have mct—every Sabbath in one and all of the
rhurches in E¢ nburgh 1 leok forward with high
anntieipation, s it is by far the most interesting ex-
p-riment now going oun within the present renge of
church extension, and ther ore the erection that is
now going on in the Cowgate is a most interesting
subject of cemtemplanon. I kauw my friend Mr.,
Guthrie is a house-going minister—and I also know
that this isa patent way to create a church-going peo-
ple. [ have 2 confident hope that, by the blessing of
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God, I shall yet live to see the day, when, at the
sound of its own parish bell, every house in the Cow-
£~'2 and its collateral closes, shall pour forth its
families to atterd thatplace of worship. That would
be 2 mixed assemblage, such as we have at present
the honour and the happiness of enjoying~and be-
sides this there is a mixture not only arising from
the pulpit, butalso from the household ninistrations
of the clergyman. It issaid that a minister is a man
of no rank, and that is true. What is the reason?
Because he is aman of all ranks—iit to company
with kings, but whose peculiar glor{ it is to be the
frequent inmate of cottages, and the daily visitant atthe
poor man’s dying hed. Itrustthat when thisarrange-
ment shall be exemplified in the Cowgate, and multi-
plied over Edinburgh, it will be found, that which no
adjustmentof political or civil wisdom has been able
to cffect—that is, the harmonization of all classes of]
society—shall be eflecied, through the medimin of
Gospel ministrations, by the omnipotence of Gospel
charity. Ioughtto express, in common with my ex-
cellent friend on my right hand, Dr. Muir, the graii-
fication I feel, notonly for the invitation to attend the
meetm% this evening, but also more, we all feel the
grateful acknowledgments which are due tothe ven-
erable patriarch of this assembdly—with the weight of!
a good old age upon his shoulders—in the Janguage
of the Bible “well strizuen inyears. Itrustihathe
will not be the worsz of the long attendance which he
kas had with us; and that the confinement will have
no unfavorable influence at all, either on his bodily
health or his phiysical powers. 1am sure that I ex-
press his feelings as well as my vwn, when I say, that
so far as moral comfort is concerned, we have never
spent a night of more intense enjoyment than on the
Qrcsem occasicn.  One word more and I have done,

When I expressed my high anticipation of the goed
result from the arrangement projected for the Cow-
gate, [ put forward a qualifyinug clause, when I said,
“bg the blessing of God.” Thisis an age of great
and bustling activity, and the great danger ix lesi we
should put that confidence in the doings of man,
which isonly warranted when we have an expecta-
tion, and a well ﬁrounded expectativn, of a blessing
fivmon high. Ideeply feel—muchactivity as I have
had inseveral enterprises—1I deeply fecl that 2 signal
and impressive mockery is awaiting all our enter-
prises for the good of the church, unless the hand of)
God be acknowledged, and his blessing implored.
Therefore, [ devolve our cause upon yout prayers, as
well as upon your zeal and energy. ™ It was a noble
remark ol the missionary Elliot, and it should never
be lostsight of, in whatever walk of Christian phi.
lambropy we may be cmbarked—that prayer alone
will be of no avail without pains; and that pains will
be of no avail without prayer. [therefore conclude,
inthe impressive Janguage of that devoted and truly
apestolical labourer, that * through faith in Jesus

hrist, itis in the power of prayer and of pains to
do anything.”

A Facr ror T8 Drist.—However Deists may
deride and scoff at the Bible, it 18 & fact capable of
the clecarest proaf, that had it not been for the
Scriptures, there would not, at this time, be such
a thing as pure Theism upon carth. There is not
now in the world an individual who believes in one
infinitely perfect God, whoesc knowledye of this
truth may not he traced directly or indirectly to

the Bible,.—Dr. . Jlcrander.

A DISCOURSE BY THE RRV. JORX FAIRBAIAYX, OF RAM
SAY.
(Continued from page 18,)

But I would not have you to look merely at the
general results of these missionary enterprizes among
the heathen.  Let us also glance for a moment at the
effect produced by the gospel upon their individual
characters.  You hiave already heard of their anxiety
for instruction.  Another instance or two of this nas
ture may be mentioned. ¢ The houses of themission-
aries,” we are informed, « are often full at the close of
the day, s0 many come to ask questions, and to ac-
quire knowledge.” Of oneisland, he thus speaks on
his second~visit to it, that is about four years after the
gospel had been fiest introduced into it, * their attead-
ance on the means of grace, and the anxiety they
cevinced to understand the truths of the gospel were
truly encouraging. At the conclusion of every ser-
vice, both on Sabbath and other evenings, a great
number followed us home, and spent an hour or more
in making enquirics respecting the subjects of our ads
dresses.  Indeed, the manner in which they spent their
Sabbaths was deeply interesting. At sunrise, they
held a prayer-meeting, to implore the divine blessing
upon the engagements of the day. This they con-
ducted entirely themselves.” Before the commence-
ment of public worship, *they met in classes, of ten
or twelve families each, and distsibuted among them-
aclves the respective portions of the sermon which
each individual should bring away.” At a conveni.
ent time after public worship these classes met again,
when they engaged in singing and prayer; afier which
each repeated his portion of the sermon, and carefully
read the passages of Scripture which had been referred
to by the preacher.  Inthe aflerncon they wereall as-
sembled, for a more public examination, which was
conducted by the missionary: * and seldom was thers
a sentiment or sentence of importance in the discourse,
which was not there repeated by one or other of the
congregation.”  On one occasion when Mr. W. ap-
proached one of the islands, he was surprized that no
canoes came off to bid him welcome, and he concluded
that the missionaries had lost their reckoning, and
were keeping the Monday for the Sabbath, At
length, howcrver, one individual came, who informed
him that it was a day of fasting and prayer on ac-
count of some danger in which they were placed, and
so great was their attention to it that they did not
leave their sacred duties even to welcomne him, whom
they revered as a father.  During his stay at one of
the islands already spoken of, in 1830, his time was
fully occupied in examining the schools. “In exam-
ining a class of men,” he says, * the knowledge they
evinced in the answers they gave, both surprised and
dclighted us.”  They read the seventh of the Acts of
the Apostles; and seemed to be well acquainted with
the whale of the Old Testament history, although
they had not 2t that time any portion of the Scriptures
intheir possession but the Acts, Afier examining all
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A DISCOURSE BY THE REV. JOHUN FAIRBAIRN OF RAMSAY.

the other classes, one came to him, which ** was com-
posed of about thirty old wonicn; some lame, others
blind, and all tottering on the brink of the grave. One
or two of them could read, having learned afier they
were upwards of sixty years of age; all of them could
repeat a catechism, which contained the leading prin-
ciples of Christianity ; and several, although they had
Yived so many years in the practice of heathenism,
gave most pleasing evidence of a preparation for that
change, which they were shottly to experience.” At
the island where Mr. W. himself was first stationed,
a British ship of war arrived in 1830, the officers of
which, in order that they might be fully convinced of|
the truth of what they heard regarding the native
Christians, reqnested that they might be allowed to
examine them. For this purpose fiftcen were select-
ed, and subjected to 2 most rigorousexamination upon
the Scriptures for upwards of three hours. Some of]
their answers display an extensive acquaintance with
the word of God, and shew that they exercised their
minds upon what they heard and read. At the con-
clusion of the interview, the whole of the party ex-
pressed themselves highly satisfied. How ardenmtly
theinhabitants of that island sought after heavenly
wisdom, you may easily conccive, when it ismention.
ed that theirking was “ constant in his attendance at
an adult school; at six o'clock in the morning, he al-
ways took his seat on the right hand of the mission-
ary, read his verse in rotation with others of the
class, and always evinced great pleasure when his an-
swers to the questions upon it afforded him satisfac-
tion. At the catechetical exercises, the prayer meet.
ingy, and the inore public ordinances of God'’s house,
his séat was always occupied. He delighted in re-
ceiving Christian instruction. In his days of ignor-
ance and savagelife, he was much addicted to the use
of the intoxicating juice of & certain root, and afler
ardent spirits, that curse of civilized countries, had been
introduced into these islands by vessels from England
and America, he became exceedingly addicted to this
new kind of intoxication. But when he embraced the
gospel, he made a solemn vow to Jehovah that he
would never agaiua, to the day of his death, taste cither
ths oune or the other.  “Iknew him,” says Mr. W,
intimately for fifteen years, and 1 am convinced that
he kept his vow most sacredly. I visited him fre-
quently in his Jast illness, and found his views of the
way of salvation clear and distinct, and his spirit rest-
ing on Christ alone. Just before he expired, he cx-
horted his son, his daughter, and the chiefs who were
assembled around him, to be firm in their attachment
to the gospel, to maintain the laws, and to be kind to
theirmissionary. Extending his withered armsto me,
he exclaimed, *“my desr friend, how long we have
Iabored together in this 200d cause! nothing has ever
separated us; now death is doing what nothing ¢isc
has done, but who shall separate us from the love of
Christ? Ihave but one other jnstance of the blessed
efféct of the gospel to mention at present. It is the
caze of a podr criple, who is significantly called “a
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spiritual beggar.” His hands and feet had been eat-
en off by discase, so that he was obliged to walk
upon his knees. He had never Leen in a place of
worship. But he had received the gospel with the
simplicity of a cluld, and lame as he was, he was ex-
ceedingly industrious and kept his litle farm in beau-
tiful order, and raised food enocugh to support his wife
aud three children. He sat by the wuy side one
evening, when Mr. W, who had never scen nor heard
of him before, passed by. As he approached him, he
lefi his seat and walked on his knees to the centre of
the road, and excluimed, * welcome, servant of God,
who brought hght into this dark island; to you we
are indcbted for the word of salvatian. ¢ I asked
him,” says the missionary, ‘ what he knew of the
word of salvation.” He answered, ¢ [ know about
Jesus Christ, whocame into the world to save sinners.”
On enquiring what he knew about Jesus Christ, he
replied, “J know that he isthe Son of God, and that
he dicd painfully upon the cross, to pay for the sins
of men, in order that their souls might be saved, and
go to happincss in the skies.” I inquired of him, if
all the people went to heaven after death; ¢ certainly
not,” he replied, “only those who believe in the Lord
Jesus, who cast away sin, and who pray to God.”
“You pray, of course,” I continued, *Oh yes,” he
said, ¢I very frequently pray as I weed my ground
and plant my food, but always three times a day, be-
side praying with my fumily every morning and even-
ing.” 1 asked him what he said when he prayed.
He answered, ‘“ Isay, Oh Lord, I am a great sinner,
may Jesus take my sins away by lus good blood, give
me the rightcousness of Jesus to adorn me, and give
me the good Spiritof Jesus to instruct me, and make
my heart good, 10 make me a man of Jesus, and take
me to heaven when I dic.” ¢ Well,” Ireplicd, “ that
is very exccllent, but where did you obtain your
knowledge?” “ From you, to be sure; who brought
us the news of salvation but yoursclf??’ “True,’1
replied, “ but Idonot ever recoliect to have seen you
at either of the settlements to hearawa speak of these
things, and how do you obtain your knowledge of
them??  #Why,” he said,” as the people return from
the services, I take my scat by the way side, and beg
a bit of the word of them as they pass by ; one gives
me one picce, another, another picee, and I collect them
together mmmy hears, and by thinking over what
thus obtain, and praying to God to make me know, I
understand a little about his word.”

Such, my brethren, are somie of the facts produced
by the gospel among these wild and degraded barba.
tians. Taey teach a most solemn and instructive Jes-
sontous all. They put us to shame for our cold-
ness, and want of zeal, And they proclaim a fearful
warning to all who are yet in their sins. Look at
these simple minded belicvers, ye who have not receir-
od the word of God into your hiearts, and be persuaded
to repent.  They shall risc up in judgment with you,
if you do not, and condemn you. You enjoy far
higher and more numerous privileges than they. Yet
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youhave never shewn any thing of this anxicty a'l:)oul
yoursalvation, Ye who are prayerless, wt‘xrldlymmd-
&d, and indifferent—ye who fcel the Subbath day to be
a weariness, and have no delight in holding commu-
nion with God—look at these South-Sea Christians
But yesterday they were sunk in depravity—cucom.
passed with darkness—the miserable slaves of a cruel
and degrading superstition. Nc sooner did they hear
the gospel, than they emerged from heathenism and
barbarity, became peaceable and sober, and prayerful,
and church-going men. Oh say not then, that you
cannot pray, or that you are no scholar. Thesemen
never saw a letter till a few yearsago.  But now they
can read and understand the Scriptures.
them cannot yet read, but the word of God dweils
richly in their heats.
excuses for living a life of estrangement from God;
you may trust to your Christian profession, and your
good moral characters.  But your mouths shalt be for
ever shut when these heathen converts rise upin judg-
ment with you. It will be seen then that you with-
held your affections from God, and never in sincerity
fled to Christ for pardon, and all yourexcuses will be
found worthless and vain, * Verily the publicans and
harlots,” bigotted idolaters, and murderers, “go into
the kingdom of heaven before you.” For thiey receive
the word with the simplicity, and docility of children,
and are transformed by it inzo the image of Christ.
But you, who think you reed no reformation, who re-
gsrd yourselves as far supesior to the heathen, believe
not, and repent not; you siumber on in your sins, in
carnal security—saying * pence, peace, Wwhen
there is no peace. Verily 1say unto you, it will
be more tolerable for Sodom and Gomorah in the
day of judgement than for you.”

$1X BRIRF HOMILIRS OF THE USE OF STRONG DRISK,
BY AN ADVOCATE OF TEMPERANCR SOCIETIES.
1. Itis good . . not todrink wine. Romans xiv. 21.

Among those who talk as if they thought it wrong,
in any circumstances, to denounce or discountenance
entirely, the common use of wine, it seems to be a fa-
vorite argument to bring forward its use among the
Jews as authorised, or not prohibited in the Scrip.
tures, and more particularly to adduce the conduct
of our Saviour, in not only sanctioning by his pre-
sence, and pechans by his example, the use of wine,
but in even working & wiracle on a particular ocea-
sion, in order to vprovide it for the use of a wed-
ding party, to which he and his disciples had been in
vited; and some of those who use this argument, scem
%o regard it asifit were a blasphemous reflection upon

Many of

You may plead 2 multitude of

OBNERVATIONS ON TEMPERANCE,

the conduct of our Lord, to say any thing against the
common use of wine.

The following considerations ought, we think, to
convince thase who talk in this manner, that their ar-
guments have by no means that force which they some-
times suppose them to have. Allowing that theconduct
or exampte of our Lord inmaking or using wine, gives
permission or countenance to us to use it also, still it
1s obvious that this permission must, strictly ‘consider-
cd, extend only to the use of such kinds of wine as
were then commonly used among those, with whom
he was in tie habit of associating, that is, the simple
juice of the grape, fermented or unfermented, without
any wixture of ordent spirits—ithe art of distillation
being then woknown., It is known to all, that the
wine now commonly in use among us, is largely
mixed with ardent spirits; that in some of it
there is none of the juice of the grape at all,
If we allow then, that the conduct of our Lord
gives us permission to use wine, we deny that it is
such wine as is for the most part to be met with in
this country; for we deny that he cver made or tasted
such wine, or countenanced its use. There isno
doubt that much of it, from the vile compounds of
wi:ich at 1 made, is more injurious in its effects than
even ardent spirits.

But, we can prove, we think, that our Lord
does not only not sauction the use of wine or of
any other inoxicating liquor, in the circumstan-
ces in which we are, but actually teaches us not
to use them. We are told by the apostle Paul,
that all things are lawful, (such as cating flesh, and
drinking wine,) but all things are not expedient; and,
as if he foresaw the very objections which temperance
socicties were to meet with in our day, and on the
very subject of wine drinking, lie says, “ It is good
not to drink wine, nor to do any thing whercby 2
brother stumbleth, or is offended, or made weak”
Dacs any one ask, what has this to do with the con-
duct, or example, or precepts of Christ? I answer,
that it was Christ, who, speaking by his apostle, said
inthe text I have quoted, it is good not to drink wine,
Some people seem to thiuk that Christ spoke one way,
and Paul another. This is a dangerouserror. The
aposties spoke as they were moved Ly the Holy Ghost,
and they were the words of Christ which the Holy
Ghost put into their mouths, and when Christ said by
Paul, it is good not to drink wire, he had in view
certain circumstances in which men might be—cir-
cumstances such as those in which we are now nlaced
~—when the common use of wine, and other intuxicat-
ing drinle, has the very cffeet to which he refers, that
of causing a brother to stumble, or be offended, or made
weuk; so, if it can be proved that this is actually its
effect atthe present day, itis at the same time proved,
that it is the walt of our Lord Jesus Christ, that we
should, i1} this cffect no longer follows, abstain from
the use of intoxicating drink. That such cffects do
result from the present drinking customs of society
cannot be desied, 1t is & matier of fact, and of dnily
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wobservauon, that moderate drinkers of intoxicating li-
"fquor,do, by their example, induce and encourage oth-
:"’zrs to drink to thewr hurt, who, but for their example
Siwould, in many cases, not drink atatl. It is just as
‘«*‘/ ertain also, that even drunkards themselves are cn-
eouraged in theis sin by the sentiments and practice
; f these moderate dr.nkers.  And it will notbe deni
ﬁ\gd that the children of moderate-drinking parents, arc
?Zan greater danger of becomiry drunkards, and that they
-"‘actually do more frequently become so, than the children
?of those, who, both by precept and example, shew them
éfselves to be opposed to the comnon use of intoxicat-
u;'mg drink. None of these statements, I suppose, will
#3%e denicd, and if not, then it is granted that we are
Fplaced in the very circumstances to which our Lord
Qgoked forward, when he sasd by his apostle, It is
¥good neither todrink wine, norany thing whereby thy
Fbrother stumbleth, or is offended, or made weak.”

B

.

2, If Satan cast out Satan, he is divided against
self how shall then hiskingdomstand 1—Math,

"‘31

53
2

There are some who say that by forming temper-
ance societies, we are sciting aside the gospel, as the
only means appointed by God for the reformation of
£ the world.

On a certain occasion there was brought to our Sa.
wiour a person blind and dumb, and possessed with a
devnl and he healed him, insomuch that the blind and
“* dumb both saw and spoke. When the Pharisces

. heard of it, jealous as they were of every thing that
' seemed to encroach on their authonity, or was done
without their approbation or consent, they began to
talk about it in a manncr very similar to that in which
some modern Pharisces speak, many of whom have
not unfrequently afivmed that temperance socictics are
schemes of the devil; for they said that Christ,.call-
ing him this fellow, dld cast out devils by Beclzebub
the prince of devils. e triumphantly refuted their
ill natured insinuation, by saying unto themy, “Every
kingdom divided against itself is brought to desola-
3 tion; and every city or house divided agninst itself,
j;:h:xll not stand; and if Sawan cast out S.mn, he is

gy divided against himself; how shall then his kingdom
.’ stand ?”
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Now, were not the persons out of whom
Christ cast devils, though not thereby, converted, yet

: im a much more favorable situntion than before, for
% embracing the gospel and recciving the Saviour into

R their hearts?  And was it not for this very purpose,
% as well as to shew forth his power, that Christ cast

thedevils out of them, that they might be rendered
% more favorably disposed to the reeeption of the truth,
 and tke love and practice of heavenly things? And

* though lempcrancc sqcieties should not be lhc means
< of converting sinners, yet, if, by the blessing of God,
lhey prove the means of expelling from any, the de-
mon of intemperance, or of preventing it from enter-
ing into those who are not yet dmnkards, will they

not have the effect of placing such persons in more fa-

/,- “'.

>

OBSERVATIONS ON TRMPERANCE.

145

has not God, in fact, already shewn, by the happy re-
sults to which tanperance societies have hitherto led,
that this is one of those gracious purposes for which
hie has permitted such socicties to be formed, and has
rendered thent so suceessful, thatihey may be a means
of preparing men's minds for the reception of the trath,
like the preaching of John the Baptist, who was sent
to prepare the way of the Lord, or like the casting out
of devils by Christ and his disciples?  We know for
certain, and our opponents cannot deny it, that many
ool effects have Leen produced in regard to both the
temporal and spiritual interests of mankind, wherever
temperance socicties have been formed, and that it can-
not he shewn that they have done any evil to out-ba-
tance the good; so thatif any are stitl disposed to say
that such societics are wrong, that is, are schemes of the
devil, (for if they are wrong, they must be of him, and
not of God,) we can only say to them, and we do it
joyfully and triumphantly in the words of our Lord,
and with gratefs remembrance of the shock which
temperance socictics hiave, by the blessings of God, al-
ready given to the devil's power,—* If Satan cast out
Satan, he is divided against himself; how shall then
his kingdom stand 1"

3. Hethatis not againstus is for us.—ZLukeix. 50.

We arc informed that on a certain occasion when
our Lord’s disciples saw one casting out devils in his
namie they forbad ham, because he followed not with
them.  Having told their Master whatthey had done,
Jesus said, forbid him not ; for he that is not against us
is for us; us healso had said at another time, he that is
not with me is against me; and he that gathereth not
with me scattereth abroad. These zcalous disciples
scem to have thought it an unwarrantable innovation,
or an encroachment upon their office, for any to cast
out devils but themsclves, or without their countenance
or authority; buttheir Master thought otherwise, and
taught them that they should regard every means
which sceated fitted to advance his kingdom, if not
contrary to his word, as sanctioned by him, and the
object of his approbation, and certain of success, it
cmployed with a humble dependance upon him ; while
at the swme time, he teaches us, that, not only if we
oppose, but arc cven indifferent in regard to the use of
any means of this kind, we are held gulty by him;
guilty of the sin of refusing to go up 10 the help of the
Lord, to the help of the Lord against the mighty.
Think scriously of this, all ye who are doing nothing,
or standing aloof, rcfusing to give that aid, which,
from your station, or influcnee, or circumstances, ye
are able, if willing, to afford.  Were it even no more
than the simple subscription of your name to the tem-
perance pledge, this would be doing something ; and
if done with a desire to glorify God and to benefit
mankind, it would, by the blessing of God, produce
its effect, and Ue a step towards the arrival of that
happy time, when intemperance shall cease from the
carth, and there shall be nothing to hurt or offend ia

vonble circumstancas for rembracing the gospel 7 And

A .

all the holy mquntain of the Lord,



48

4. God also bearing them witness.—Hebretws iii. 4,

By the remarkable increase of temperance associo-
tions throughout the world, and the effects they have
produced wherever they have been formed, God hos
given a very decided testimony in their favor.

It is true that many evil and pernicious institu~
tions have been permitted by God widely to extend
themselves, as well as those which are good, aud
therefore the mere increase or extension of temperance
societies, would not alone prove them to be the objects
of the divine approbation. But when we consider not
only the spread of temperance associations, but the
beneficial effects which they have cvery where pro-
duced, both on the temporal and spiritual happiness
of mankind, we cannot but look upon these as a
most decided testimony on the part of God, in
their favor, and as affording great encouragement to
the friends of temperance to persevere, in the assurance
that he who has already crowned their exertions with
such extraordinary success, will continue to bless them
tilltheir object is accomplished, and the demon of in-
temperance is banished from the earth, However
much drunkenness still prevails, nobody will deny that
a great reformation has been effected through the in-
strumentality oftemperance socicties.  INo person who
compares the present condition of many places, even
of whole countries, in regard to drinking customs and
the prevalence of intemperance, with what it was be-
fore temperance societies began to be formed, can fail
to be convinced that a great reformation has taken
place; noris it difficult to perceive that thetime is not
far distant, should this reformation continue to ad-
vance, when the whole business of dronkard-making
—the manufacture and sale, and common use of
intoxicating liguor—will be alike disreputable in
the estimation of every respectable mewber of society,
13}l the raging billows of intemperance cease to spread
in their course, misery, and discase, and crime, and
death throughout the world.

Now, the happy results of temperance societies
which have been every where experienced, are a testi-
timony in their favor, which God has hfied uwp—a
testimony which it is dificult, nay impossible to set
aside; so that no less in his providence, than in his
word, he is teaching and encouraging us to continue
our exertions in this good cause, thus promising to
bless and. establish the work of our hands.

5. To the law, and to the testimony.—Isaiak viti. 20,
There are some persons who say that they do not
3¢ it to be their duty to subscribe the pledge of total
abstinence from all intoxicating drink. To such per-
3005 We say, either you must be wrong in not seeing
it to be your duty, or, we who are members most be
wrong in subscribing such a pledge; and who is 1o
judgebtweenus?  « Tothelaw and to the testimony
aith the Lord, if they speak not according to this
This
i the siandard by which we must measure all thet

word, i1 is because there is no light in them.”?

ORBSERVATIONS ON TEMPRRANCR,

we do; and if it be our duty to be members of a ter.
perance society, it is your duty to be members also,
and you cannot keep back without sin, unless you
have Scriptural reasons for doing so; and if you have,
or think that you have, it is your daty to make them
ag public, as is your present example in standing aloof;
for until you do this, and prove satisfactorily from the
word of QGod that you are right in refusing to join a
temperance society——as satisfactorily as we have prov.
ed that we are right in joining one, till then you must
as certainly be regarded as acting in opposition to
Christ and his cause, as it is certain that he has said,
« He that is not withme is against me, and he that ga.
thereth not with me scatteretn abroad.” And unless
you can prove that temperance societies have done no
good to the cause of the Saviour, or that intemperance
and its accompanying evils, would now have been less
than they are, if temperance societies had never been
formed, you must be held guilty of refusing to go up
to the help of the Lord against the mighty.

6. Your hands are full of blood.—7Isaiah i. 15.

To you who are in any way engaged in, or con.
nected with the traffic in intoxicating drink, whether
in making or selling it, or supplying themeans where-
with it is made, the following remarks are offered.
There was a time when yon might be engaged in this
business without much sin, but that time has goneby.
You cannot be engaged in it now without sinning .
gainst light, clear as the light of the noon-day sun.
You cannot conceal yoursin from yourselves, You
may try to do it.  You may try to drown your con-
seiences in the maddening cup of those accursed li-
quors which you make for others, or which you help
to circulate after they are made, You may laugh as
loud as you can at temperance societies and those who
favor them, You may rattle in our face the gold and
silver which your wretched traffic yiclds, or show us
the goodly lands which with its profits you have
bought, but you will not silence the voice of consci-
ence within. Though it speak no louder than a whis.
per, that whisper will sound in your ears londer than
the voice of many waters—Ilouder than your loudest
bursts of laughter—louder than the loudest rattle of
your gold; and along with that whisper, you will
hear, ever and anon, the wailing and lamentation of
those who have been made widows, and orphans, and

et
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destitute, and miscrable, by the traffic in which yoa
are engaged. And the more you attemptto stifie the
voice of conscience, the louder it will grow, and if you
cease not to circulate those waters of death—Y was go-
ing to say that the drunken groans of thosé whom this
accursed traffic has slain, and sent drunk befors
the judgment seat, would still sound in your ears, and
harrow up your souls beyond death and the grave—
but I will not say so, for oh! it is enough, and more
than you can well bear, to fesl, as sometimes you do
even now, the tosturing, agonizing suspicion that you
may be wrong, in carrying on atraffic in intoxicating
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Adnk—a trafic which you cannot but know to be pro-
ductive of unparalleled wreichedness to mankind,
‘B'Ixely your hands are full of blood, and, prosper as
iiu may, as fat as the good things of thislife are con-
s&ued, a time of retribution will come, the judgment
il be set, and the books will be opened, and then
you will know for certain, whether, by your traffic in
fmtoxicating drink, you have been building up Christ’s
iﬁ\gdom, or helping the devil to ruin men’s souls.

SMERISE OF THE PAPAL RIERARCHY. BY THE REV, ROBERT
k4 LEE, MINISTER OF CAMPSIE, SCOTLAND,

o From the Church of Scotland Magaziane.

e %nd that man of sin be revealed, the son of perdition.—-

~@ Thes. i1 3.

f-‘ﬁ The Papal power is a phenomenon to which the
‘history of mankind affords no parallel. That men,
iPprofessedly the servants of a Person, who * had not
“Where to lay his head,” and anxivus toprove them-
j#elves the successors of fisheymen and tentmakers ;
-andin direct violation of the precepts frequently and
ig_mphalical[l{ urged, by both of these, should become
sPrinces and tyrants, not only within the territory
.properly their own, but the * deposers of kings, and
¢ dispensers of crowas,” throughout a considerable
sportion of the globe; 2ad all this without fleets,
;@ruites, or any of the usual instruments of power,
Z@eems, at first sight, not strange merely, but absolutely
incredible,
v ‘To investigate the circumstances in which this
“Momination originated, and the events by which it
sgradually acquired strength, till it overcame all op-
‘ff.tosiﬁon, can never be an uninteresting employment;
*,®ut when that dominativn is exercised over the intel-
;lects and consciences of men; and when, not satisfied
{iwith its tyranny in the present world, it extends its
iauthority tothe future, and pretendsto dispnse of men’s
-@terval destinies, as it dictates their present faith and
§,g:clice—-inquiry intothe origin and validity of such
-8laims becomes not merely an interesting employ-
-ament, but an imperative duty.

¢ As the Papal power is even now not a matter of
- Kistory, but unfortunately still exerts itsinfluence over
38 considerable portion “of mankind; and especially
Ti@s it wanls not, even now, many emissaries, zealous,
. Y, audbofd, and is rearing its head wheve itwas
supposed to be crushed for ever, it cannot be unim-
“/portant 1o alempt @ developeraent of the methods b
;3which that power was gradually acquired. Wi&g
"Ehis view, we propese printing, in the pages of this
;smagazine, a series of papers, in which we shall en-
‘Jdeavaor 1o present a concive history of the rise of the
“Papal Hierarchy.

Forthebetter disposition of theimmense quantity of
‘materials which present themselves on a subject so

x

“&venient to divide the causes concerned in the rise of
-Sthe Papal Hierarchy into the following classes:—Ist,
% Those which conduced to the aggrandisement of the

clergy in general; and2d, Those which aflected the
Roman ps i patticular,

gextensive asthat now hefore us, it has been found con-
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To the illustration of the former of these will be
devoled the ¢ First Pant” of the following papers;
 Part Second” will contain the discussions connect~
ed with the latter.

PART L *
Primitive Church—Juridical Power of the Clergy,
how acquired, &ec.

1. To an attentive reader of the New Testament,
no remark occurs more obviously, than that the king-
dom which our Lord came to establish, was of a
spiritual nature. ** My kingdom is not of this world,”
is his own declaration’; and with it, both his preach-
ing and his conduct were in perfect accordance. He
enjoined obedience lo the reigning powers, while, by
his reserve in divulging his own digrity, his with-
drawing bimself from the people, when ‘“they would
take himby force and make him a king ;" as also, by
his charging the persons on whom he had performed
miraculous cures, that “they should tell no man,”
he exemplified the duties of a peaceable subject. That
Chrissintended his church to form ago]ily, the deci-
sions of which should interfere with, or overrule
those ofthe State, no where appears; butthe contrary
is every where manifest.

2. Asobedience to the civil magistrate was expres-
ly enjoined by our Lord on his disciples, so was his
whole conduct intended to convince them, that they
should not affect a lardly superiority over one an-
other; that they should Jive together as brethren; and
that the only ground on which any of them should
be accounted great, was a deeper bumility, or a su-
peril;)r diligence in labouring to propagate the common
faith,

3. These precepts were illustrated by the preaching
of the apostles, and the Epractice of the primilive
church. ~ In the inspired Epistles, which the fotmer
addressed to their converts, no hint occurs of the
authority, aflertwardsarrogated by the clerical ordery.
Nothing, on the contrary, can be more express, than
their repunciation of everything reserabling domin-
ion over the faith or property of the people, or more
explicit than the terms in which they charge on
Christian submission to the secular powers.

The societies, accordingly, which the apostles
founded, and to which they acfdressed their letters,
were united only by the bonds of charity and drotherly
love. No member of the church, in those primitive
days, presumed to bea *“lord over God’s heritage
the fnghest attaiument to which they aspired, was
that of “ beingensamples tothe flock.” The authority,
in secular mauers, enjoyed by any of the breihren,
was voluntarily yielded to him, on account of superior
virtue, bythe rest: theonly instrument by which that
could be enforced, was mwural suasion; and a convic-
tion of its justice alone, induced the parties to ac-
quiesce inhis decisions. Did a brotber err? He was
affectionately admonished by some one or two of the
rest, appointed for that purpose. ‘Was his conduct
suchas 1o briug re1proach upon the name and profes-
sion of the gospel ¥ He was subjected to a more fur-
mal reproot before the whole society ; and exclusion
from the communion of the church was reserved as
the last punishment of obstinate immorality.

These internal transactions imply, itis manifest,
no encroachment on the province of the civil magis-
trate. Every individual in the state may associate
with such persons as suit hisown inclination. Thisis
amatter of personal liberty, with which it concerns not
a government to interfere, any morethan withthe

*The baoks consulted on the sublects of this chapter, are
Father Paul's ¢ Council of Trent.” and ¢ De Beneficiis '
Mosheim’s Eccles. llist. 5 and rmlcululy Campbeil's ** Loc-
tares ob Eccles. Hit.” of which, especisliy in Past L, great
use has been mude,
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food which the subject chooses to eat, the dress he
chooses to wear, or the part of the country where his
interest or inclinaiion prompts hum to reside.  Thus
right is exercised on a larger <cale, in the formanon

\
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their sacred and more proper avocations, as well as
sometimes excite prejudices azainst themselves.

7. The approved piety, wisdom, and disintevested-
ness, however, of certain pastors, pointed them out as

of societies for literary and ol)ner purpuses; and wub the persons best qualified to exercise the important
them the cival puwer has nu furthcr cone ~n than toitrust of setthng anv difierences or questions, which

see that they produce no eficcts detimmental to guod cazose in their respective congregations.
Whenever ple of these churciies was, at first, generally, and in

overnment, or o reliziun, or wurals.

The exam-

they do this, the interference ot the magistzate 1s not jthie process ot time, nmversally followed. "Nor can

only justifiable but necessary.

4. “The constitution of the primitive church, then,
was wholly independent of the secular power. To
the laws of kis country, the Chrisuan (whether pastor
or layman,) like the other subjects, rendered vbedi-
ence; or, il he transgressed, suffered the penalty they
prescribed. On theground of his rehgion, he claun-
ed and received no exemptivn. The discipline, un
the other hand, to which, as a member of a Chrisnan
comnunity, it was his duty to submit, did not atiect
him as a subjeat of the state , fur ccelesiastie~}, as
distinguished from secular junsdiction 1 civis .aate
ters, was a thing of which, even had they possessed
the power to excrcise it, the prumtive Chrisaans had
tormed no idea. They regarded themselves as bound,
like othermen, to obey the laws; and, thoagh under
higher obligations tu” their gre.’ Lord and Master,
they **submitted to every ordinance of man for the
Lord’s sake.” The‘prccepxs of Christ, as recorded by
the evangelists, and of his apusties, as coutained in
their own epstles, expressly enjuined this conduet ;
the practice of the primitive church, we know from
undoubted authority, corfesponded with the njune-
tion of it~ founder and lis servants ; nour have the ad-
vocates of the herarchy been able to urge, i upposi-
tion, any thing stronger than groundless asseriiuns,
and inconclusive reasoning.

5. Among Christians, ﬁowcv(-r, as amoneg other
men, affairs of htigation would occasionally happen.
This supposes no blameas necessarily attaching to the
parties concerned ; for the question of property, or
other civil right, 1y arise beltween persons whose
conduct towards each otheris in the highest degree
Christian and proper. For settling these dispuies,
the believers had recourse tothe civii courts,in which
heathens presided, who hated their religion, and, ot
counse, glorfed in cvery circumstance whichserved to
bring it mto disrepute.

6. With the unfavorable fmpression, which the
practice in question could not fail to make uponihe
minds of the heathen, in respect of the gospel, was
conjoined another no luss injurious consequence tothe
Christians themselves.  ‘Lins was no less an evil
than the breach of charity, or brotherly love, which
our Lord had declared should be the distingwishing
badge of his disciples, and without which the profes-
sion of his relizion was vain. To prevent conse-
c‘:lenccs so dewrimemial, St Paul directs the Corm-
thians, among whom,soearly as the apostolic age, the
evil had made its appearauce, instead of guing to law
with each other, and that befure the aubelievers, to
submit their questions to some ovne of thetr own num-
ber,on whose wisdom and honesty they could depend.
Rather than adopt a method of redress fram which
effects so baneful conld not fail to result, the aposiie
exhorts the Corinthians “to take wrong,” and “1v
suffer themselves to be defrauded.” (1 Cer.vi.7)
This recommendation was speedily adopted, not unly
by the church to which it was originally addressed,
buthy Christians gencrally.  As ihey only required
such disccrnment and impartiality as to secure the
confidence of the parties, it dnes ‘not appear that at
first these arbitrator s were chosen frum any particular
setof persons in the church. The pastors, e, ossed
with spiritual matters, would, onc might supposc,
have been exempted from a duty, which, ogether with
being entircly tanporal, might mterfere wah thenr

|

this be accounted for, except by a supposition extreme-
Iy honurableto the nnmistersof the Christian church.

8. When the custom of referring disputes to the
bishops, had, tor some tune previnled, it began to be
regarded tather as @ matter ot course, than the volun-
taryact ol the pariies.  The wisdomand justice with
which cases commtied to the pastors, had been gen-
erally wanaged by them, probably contributed to con-
vert ity an established custom, what, at first, was
owing either to chance, or to the personal character of
particular teachers. From eustom o right, the step
15 smoll, and often impercepuible.  So it was in the
example before us. The clergy, among whom the
spinitof the gospel soon began to give place to a love
of superivruy, clmmed the duty of arbitration as a
right, vested n the sacred order. A claim which

‘secmed 1o mdicate a zeal for the temparal interests of

the faithful, from *vhuch no emolument acerued to the
clergy, and which tius order would, doubtless, at first
urge with great modesty, met, it aEpears, with no
opposiion.  Nor, winie the church was poor and
persecuted, did 1t involve any danger. Unsupported
by the secular power, the deorsion of the bishop might
be rejected at the pleasure of the marties ; for he pos-
sessed no means of compething “acquiescence, As
lang astns state of things continued, while ecclesias-
ucal decisions were unsuppotied by legal penalties,
the power of the bishop could not be dangerous, or
rather power, stnctly speakiag, he could have none.

9. Till the conversion of Constantine, in the early
part of the four:h century, things stood upon this foot«
ing. Before that event, the church was possessed of
great wealih both in houses and lands e confirmed
her possessions, and made be restored those which
had been wviolently taken away. The increase of
wealth gave rise, even so early as 870, to the law of
Valentinian, prolbiing gifts in morimain. But this
was 1epealed by succeeding emperors,and gradoally
tr.e power of the bis' +ps, and in fact, the whole consti-
tion of the church, underwent 2 great revolution.
Constantine, and the Christian emperors who succeed-
ed him, mstaking, with the majority of the men of
these tumes, the temporal interests of its ministers, fot
e interests of religion itself, confirmed by law, the
prerogatives winch custom had already voluntorily
bestowed upon the ¢ 1gy. Thenost unportant of these
wasauthority to determine disputes—which authority,
viekded at fitst by the voluntary consent of the belicv-
ers, had, with the happiest eficets, been exercised by
the ishops.

10. The cliect of sanclioning by a legal enactment,
what had been su{lponcd merely by custom, was
equally to diminish the ri ly, as to augment the
power of the ecclesiastical yadges.  The sentence of
ihe bishop, in wnch formerly the parties acquiesced,
trom a conviction of its Justice alone, was now ren-
dered compulsory ; from i, as being final, there was
no appeal; and the drcision of the spirtual was env
furced by the power of the cavil magisirate.  Let it be
observed here, that the nfluence of the clergy was
now tuo greatto have huen restramned without state in-
wifeience, which, of course, is an infringement of
what 15 now called the voluntary principle.

11. By alaw of Constantine, eiher party, in a suit
before the sccular courtls, could transfer it to that of
uhe bishup; nor did sume succeeding emperors scru-
pic tosubmat to the Episcopal order, so extensive a
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century gave occasion, Though the bishop possessed
a superiuvrity of rank, and engrossed certain offices,
the {rincipal of which have been already mentioned,
yet his jurisdiclion was « onfined to one church orcon-
gregation ; in the meetings of wlhich he presided, and
over which alone, assisted by the Presbyters, he bare
rule. Sothat, though an Episcopucy,the government
spoken of, was a Parochial Eptscopacy, each congre-
gation having its own Bishop, Presbyiers, and Dea-
cons, complete withia jtself.

21. The changes which followed in the ecclesiasti-
cal, seem to have resembled those which have more
than once been realized in civil government. It is
the remark of Jerome, repeated by Sarpi, that “ inthe
beginning, the churches constituted so many aristo
cracies, governed by the council of their respective
Presbyters, among the members of which there sub-
sivteda perfect equality ; that, afierwards, in order
more effectually to obviate the divisiuns that sprung
up, the monarchical form came to be adopted. The
superintendency of the whole was given tothe Bishop,
to whom all were bound to submit.” *Even inthe
original form,” it is objected by Campbell, * oi church
government, in single parishes, it was not, as Sarp
seems to signify, a2 pure aristocracy, but rather a mix-
ture ol the two furms, the aristocratical and the demo-
cratical; for in some maters at least nothing was
done without the consent of the people, assembled in
a collectivebody., Andeven whenatlerwards it came
to assume more of the monarchical form, it was not,
at least till afler the middle of thethird century,as we
learn from Cyprian’s leters, an unmixed monarchy ;
but a monarchy limited and checked by the mixture
it still retained of the two other sorts of government,
the one in the Presbylery, the other in the congre-
gation.”

THE ORIGIN OF DIOCESAN EPISCOPACY COMES NOW TO BE
CONSIDERED.

22. When the gespel was first preached among the
heathen, asthe nunsber of converts compared with
the whole population, was excecdingly small,the cha-

els in which these asserobled were pruportionably
giswnt from each other. If in cilies su_populous as
Rome, Alexandria,or Corinth, all the believers could
at first assemble iu the house of a private individual,
a large tract of country must have been required to
furnish @ number of Christians suflicient to compose
even a small congregation. The distance of Chris-
tian churches from each other would, in all cases, be
regulated by the number of convertg—which, in its
turn, would generatly depend upon the denseness of
the population; and if the millions* of citizeus in
Rome could furnish only one church, why should the
same number of peopie in the country, though spread
over hall' a province, furnish morethanonel Ineach
of these, as has been already meantioned, a Bishop pre-
sided, whe was assisted by Presbyters (the number of
whom appears to have been regulated by that of the
congrega.icn)and by Deacons, who periormed the in.
ferior offices.” When any heathen was convert'd to
the faith of the gospel, he paturally joined himselfto
that church which happened to lie nearest his own
residence, and the meetings of which, therefore, he
could with the least inconvenience attend. Thus
matters geroceeded, the numbers graduaily increasing,
till the beginming of the fourth century, an era me-
morable in the annals of Christianity, when, by the
conversion of Constantine, the great body ot the peo-
ple, ftom whatever motives, assumed the !‘rofession
of the gospel, and the name “Chris.ian But the
populativn of a city, or district, could not assemble m
one place, both because one house could not contain

——

+ Just, Lipsius,
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such a number, and because, in the latter case, the
u l;;ansh church,” as we may call it, would from many
of the inhabitants be too distant. To obviate these
difficulties, those who dwelt in the most distant parts
of the parish assembled by themselves, and among
them a Presbyter, cummissioned for that purpuse by
the Bishop, discharged for a time the duties of pastor.
And, that the bonds which connected these “chapels
of ease” with the original church might be the more
obvious, and that the Christians attending the former
tight a%pear of the Bishop’s communicn, the bread
ﬁmploye in the Eucharist was sent from his altar to
leirs.

23. What happened in the country from the number
of converts, and the rewmuteness of their residences,
conjointly, became necessary in the cities from the
first of these causes alone. Those of the inhabitants
who professed Chrsuanity met tor rehigrous worship,
and the dispensation of the sacraments, 1n different
{;)aces, to each of whicb, as in the former case, a Pres-

yter was sent, whose charge was temporary; for, as
yet, all the members of that order, as well in cities as
in the country, belonged to the Bishop's church (or
the *“catbedral,”) and composed bis “ Presbytery,” or
“Council.” The difficulties, however, attending this
arrangement, sovn suggesteé the necessity of assigne
ing to such of the fatult, or chapels, as were most 1e-
mote, a Presbyter who should be authorised to teach,
adwmiaister the sacraments, and, in short, exerefse all
the funcuions of a Bishop, except those of cunfirmi
end orducning, which, as being the most solemn an
importa:.t, were discharged only by members of the
Episcopal order.

924, What* had been adopted in reference tothe
more distant chapels, a conviction of its expediency
toon recommended in refevence to all, buth in the
country and finally even in the cities themselves.—~
« Alexandria,” by Epiphanius’ account, “ was the first
city in which every church had its own ministers, one
Presbyter,and one or more Deacons, as its exieot and
necessities seemed to require.” As each of these
Presbyters exercised in his own charge almost all the
functions which belonged v the Bishop in his, so the
term “ parish,” by which the whule district had been
distinguished, came to be applied to each of its subdi-
visions; while the former received the title of * dio-
cese,” The namesof * ecclesia,” also, hitherto em.
ployed to denote only a single congregalion, or meia-
phorically the whole collective body of Christians,
were, afier the subdivision_of the episcopal charge,
naturally enough transferred to signity allthe congre-
gations under the inspection of one Bishops; and by
a similar analogy, the same terms were subsequently
made to comprehend all the Christian societies under
one Metropolitan, one Patriarch, and, finally, with the
addition of ** Cathnlic,”” under one Pope.

On the arrangement of the congregations in each
bishopric, under “ Chropitcopi,”  Archdeacons,” &e.,
it weretedious, as it is unnecessary, to dwell; weskall
be more properly employed in inquiring what effect
the chan§es now described had upon the power of the
episcopalorder.

26. The Presbyters, who had formerly composeda
council, withoutthe concurrence of which, the Bishop,
it appears, could do nothing, were, by this permanent
residence in different and distant parts of the Diycese,
eflectually prevented from exercising that control over
the Episcopal awthority, which formerly they must
have possessed. Separated in locality not only from
the Bishop, but from one another, the Presbyters had
tost their weight as a dody, while, from thesame
cause they were hindered from concerting such mea.
sures, as might secure their own influence, inthe
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THE SIN OF LYING,

manageraent of ecclesiastical affairs, and restrain that
of the Bishop. In the accession of dignily, perhaps,
which, by the conversion of the empire, and the con-
sequent subdivision of the larger parishes, they them-
celves had acquired, the Presbyters overlooked the
increase of Episcepal authority; or, if xhe{ perceiv-
ed the augmentalion, they might charitably argue
that, the changes, by which themselves had advances
a step ou the ladder of preferment, should.in fairness,
confer on the Bishop a.similar favor,

28. By the dispersion of the Presbyters, the eccle-
siastical government was gradually changed from an
Aristocracy to an absolute Monarchy. The Bishops,
like Charles I. of England, had disbanded their par-
tiaments, and, though they had not yet learned like
him to plead a jus divinum, they proceeded to govern,
if with'a council at all, by Star Chamters. Unfor-
tunately for the Church, the Christians of the fourth
century were not equally jealous of their r-figious, as
the pedple of England of their civil liberty ; else, had
the assumption_of illegal power, which, in the one
case, proved the destruction of the offtnding party,
never, in the other, terminated in the most oppressive
tyrapny which the world has yet seen.

27. The connexion subsisting between the Bisho;
and the reople was now almost entirely dissolved,
principally by the distance to which he had been ele-
vated above them, for instead of being as before the
pastor of onecoungregation, he had becowme the super-
intendent of all the pastors in the Diocese. “ We
magoify what is obscure,” is a dictum of the philoso
phical Tacitus; and that “‘familiarity begets con-
terpt,” is a maxim not more old than in general it is
true: nor cau it be doubted that the less intimate rela-
tion now subsisting between the bishops and the laity,
would greatly increase the reverence with which an
ignorant multitude regarded the Episcopal order.

28, But the circumstances which served chiefly to
aggrandise the bishops was the gradual increase of|
their wealth. Money, which iu temporal affairs is
said to be *power,” was found to have lost none of
its potency when apphed to ecclesiastical purposes:
this, however, being intended 10 form the subject of 2
future paper, it is unnecessary to illustrate at present.
‘We have now endeavoured to trace shortly the origin,
first of parochial, and next of diocesan Episcopacy;
which latier may be regarded asthe second step 1n the
progress of the hierarchy,

(To be Continued.)

THE SIN OF LYING.

Truth, and its opposite falsehood are very fami-
liar terms. Al have a distinct notion of their im-
port in particular instances, although many might
be unable to frame a correct general definition of
them. Absolute truth is the conformity of the
matter spoken, or in any way declared, with the
natare of things. Thus 1 mathematical science
a proposition is true when it is fairly demonstrable
through every step to the elementary and self-
evident principles on which the whole demonstra-
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tion is founded, A narration is true when it coin-
cides with all the facts as they actually happened,
And in a moral point of view a perscn speaks truth
when the words that he utters are intended to con-
vey an exact impressinn of his own ideas and sen-
timents. Falsehood or lying, on the other hand, is
when the words or activns of the speaker are vsed
with *he design of conveying an impression difer-
ent from that which exists in his own mind, and
with the view of deceiving the person addressed.
Whatis declared in error or mistake, though not
conformable to absolute truth, or the nature of
things, may nevertheless be strictly conformable
to the apprehensions of the speaker, and there-
fore he is not chargeable with the sin of lying.

Lying may be committed in action, as well as in
speech. Judaswas guilty of thissin when he betray-
ed his master with a kiss : tue outward sign did not
correspond withthe inward feeling. And if Ana-
nias, or his wife, when they laid down part of the
price of their land at the apostles feet, accompanied
it with any act or sign intended to convey the im=
pression that they delivered up the whole, they
were as clearly chargeable with the sin of lying,
as if they had embodied in words that declaration.
When the sonsof Jacub, afterthey hadsold thewr
brother into Egypt, tock his coat and dipped it in
blood, and carried it to their father, they were as
much guilty of lying 28 if they had declared in
words, that ¢«an evil beast had devoured hm.”
Their words, their looks, all the circumstances of
the plot, were designed to make the patriarch be-
lieve that his son had been destroyed by wild beasts,
whereas they themselves knew that this was not
the case, but that they had sold him to the Ismael-
ites for twenty pieces of silver. . . Many imagine
that they can exculpate themselves from the charge
of lying, by quibble and evasion, by the avoidance
of direct statement and the use of vagueand ambi-
guous Janguage—in short they will not be persuad-
ed that any thing ought to be treated as & lie, ex-
cept direct and positive assertion, known to be
false by the utterer, and designed to mislead the
personaddressed. This is a miserable selfdecep-
tion. A liemay betold in act without uttering a
word.

There are certain modes of expression in com-
mon use, of a somewhat dubious character, that
do not come strictly under the denomination of
lying ¢+ they are rerbally folee, though they ave
not intended to deceive. Thus when you make
inquiry for a person at his house, and are informed
that ke is not at home, when he is actually in the
house, the assertion is verbally untrue, and if it

were made with the view of conveying that ides,
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it would be to all intents and purposes a lie, inas-
much as the assertion made is contrary to the
knowledge of the speaker, and is uttered to de-
ceive the inquirer, DBut it is well known that this
mode of expression is used, by the servants ofthose
who are esteemed among the politer circles, 8s a
softened ard courteous intimation that it is not
convenlent or agreeable for their master at that
time to receive the visit of the inquirer: under-
atood thus, however verbally improper, it cannot
be denounced as a falsehood. The same observa-
tion may be made generally on all conventional
modes of expression, such as the customary forms

THE 61N OF LYING,

of kindly intercourse, one intimates to a friend his
intention of visting him in the evening, it raises
a degree of expectation, and failure would create
a degree of disappointment. Yet even at the mo-
ment when this intention was expressed, there was
a tacit understanding in the minds of both parties,
that the intention might be changed on either side
without any blame ; that if any other business or
engagementshould detain either, the mutual pro.
mise might be cancelled ; or more simply, still,
there was an impliedliberty, founded on that affec.
tionate confidence they mutually reposed in each
othery to come or go, just as their inclination might

of salutation, or of the address and subscription of | severally lead them. Indeed, it may be observed

letters, which being understood by all parties, not
in the strict and literal senwe, but as mere words
of form and course, none is deceived by them. We
think, however, that the man who cherishes a nice
and scrupulouslove of truth will abstain from these
ssmuch ss possible. They are verbal inaccura
cies which have obtained the stamp and currency
of fashion chiefly because its circles have not been
distinguished for an unimpeachable veracity, The
English tongue is not so0 meagre and scanty as to
need such exceptionable shifts, to give courteous
utterance to facts or feelings in any rank or condi-
tion of life.

Thissin of lying is often committed in the fail-
ure of promises and engagements, When a per-
son promises what he has no intention to fulfl, or
when he knows that circumstances are such that
he cannot possibly fulfil it, be raises an expecta-
tion in the mind of another which he knows must
be disappointed, that is, he ¢ conveys an impres-
sion different from that which exists in his own
mind for the purpose of deceiving the person to
whom he promises.” It is not however the failure
in the fulfilment of the promise that constitutes the
falsehnod: this may have resulted from causes be-
yond human foresight or controul. Events may
have takeun a very different direction from the csl-
culations of the engager, and if he have used all
the exertions in his power to meet hisengagements,
he is not to be blamed. The sin of lying can be
charged upon him ouly, if at the time he entered
into the engagement he koew that there was no
probability of its being fulfilled, or if subsequently
he did not put forth the necessary effort to redeem
his pledge. Nor will it exonerate him from guilt
that he has acted without consideration. To pro-
mise inconsiderately is nearly tantamount to a lie.

We may here advert to a clags of promises and
engagements of a more trivial and ordinary kind
which are understood to express nothing more than
the present wish or intention of the person who

in general, that where promises of this sort, in the
more familiar intercourse of life, are not special,
positive, and important, they are underatood to be
conditional and volunfary, and may yield to any
thing more urgent or agreeable. Such a license,
however can only be admitted by mutual consent.
No one hasa right to draw back from any promise
which he has given, no matter how trivial its na-
ture, if the other party place a value on its fulfil-
ment. From carelessness in such matters much
dissatisfuction often arises in the closer intimacies
of society. Thereare some persons who almost per-
petually disappoint the expectations they have awa-
kened, They promise to meet you at an appointed
hour: they come not untillong after; orperhapsthey
do not come at all. They promise to perform some
piece of service at a specified time : it is deferred
~until their coaMox SPEECH BECOMES A LIB. Such
corduct affords strong evidence of a weak, and va-
cillating mind, and we do not hesitate to recom-
mend to their serious attention, whether, as pro-
fessing Christians and members of society, they
might not derive advantage from a rigorous appli-
cation of the apostolic precept to their own cone
duct—*sputting away lying, speak every mantruth
with his neighbour : for we are members one of
another.”

Having thue illustrated the nature of this vice
we may now consider some of the temptations that
lead to it. 1. Some are led into the practice
of lying from the prospect of advantsge. In
this case the liar works on the ignorance or credu-
lity of others, If a legal counsellor were design-
edly to advise his client to follow & wrong course
that he himself might profit by the cxpenses of
protracted litigation, he would be guilty not mere.
ly of falsehood, but of a dishonorable breach of pro-
fessional integrity, in betraying the ignorance that
sought his counsel, and in violating the confidence
that reposed in his fidelity. But the prospect of
advantage sometimes operates as a motive to false-

makes them. Thus, when in themereinterchange

hood even where there is no design of defrauding
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s;'the party on whom deceplion is attempted. In
;affairs of bargeining, for instance, this is often done
"4by false and exaggerated statements of the quality
jof anarticle, even though no more is sought than
alts marketable value, 1In this case deceit isnot
ipggravated by its combination with dishonesty.
heve is only a departure from strict veracity in
rder to sccure an advantage, at the expense of
the credulity rather than the pocket of the purchas.
fer. The excuse commonly pleaded for this is that
»gnuch art and management in business is necessary

with ignorant and unreasonable people who pay no

regard to asimple and unvarnished statementcon.
“zecerning the real quality and value of an article, and
%ean pever be satisfied unlessthey succeed in obtain-
“%ing some reduction on the price sought—to meet
¥ their humorandat the same sccure thevalue of the
‘Marticle, its qualities areoverrated both in description

Now in regard to all
Hcases of this kind nothing more need be said to
thuse who prefer rectitude of conduct to all tem-
& porary advantage than that deceit in this, asin eve-
"By form, issinful ; it is pernicious both to the de-
ceiver and the deceived, as it tends to introduce dis-
~gsimulation into the whole system of life; itis
“Jmanifestly inconsistent with the golden rule, do
ito others as you wish they should do unto you;
“wand lastly it is a direct contravention of the divine
gprecept, “Jie not one to another.”

2. Again,some fall into the practice of lying from
desire to please. They repeat what they know
ill be agreeable, without ecarefully considering
hether it be consistent with truth, or their own
entiments. This species of falsehood is generally
Zédenominated flattery, and is, perhaps, one of the
‘#rmost prevailing forms of deceit., When it is em-

ﬁ loyed to ingratiate oneself into favor with the
"gnttered object, for the attainment of some selfish

»..g;usk o

. Hend sinister end, it becomes a mean, detestable,

Xand dangerous vice: it is an insidious assault on
éthe weak side of humanity. But perhaps the most
“Zleommon motive of flattery is simply the desire of
- pleasing, without any ulterior object, unless it
s%e the ambition of obtaining destinction as a person
of agreeable accomplishments. But the flatterer
gnstead of aiming at this by his own pleasing
gmanners, and attractive excellencies, usually
saunches out, directly or indirectly, in the praise
'if !.hose whom he is studious to please. Every
%itopic is started on which any thing agreeable can
@be said: he soothes the caprices of his victims,
_glides at once into his views; approves what he

pproves, and blames what he blames; he smiles
I is indignant inexact sympathy with the object

f his adulation, While in your company the

é THE SIN OF LYING, 53

flattering Proteus is good -naturedly of the same
sect in religion, of the sa me party in politics; your
friends are his friends, and vour enemies his
enemies; and when he passes into the company of
your adversaries, he scems to blend into it also
with the same facility. In the society of the de-
vout he 18 serivus; in the society of infidels, if
his tone is not sceptical, kie at least stands neutral;
now in quict converse with a Christian, he eulo-
gises his purc morality; but anon, rioting with the
lovers of pleasure, he joins in their derision of
the over scrupulous, and unsocial demeanor of the
saints, Into this habit of dissimulation many
weak persons are betrayed because they would not
be disagreeable to the individual or the party with
whom they happen to be. Having no fixed prin-
ciples, they readily chime in accordance with their
casual associates, until they grow into habitual
dissemblers, from the vain ambition of becoming,
what they imagine, agreeable companions. In
this form of deceit there is, besides the guilt in-
volved, a very great practical error, both in regard
to the end and the means. For surely to please
men, ought not to be proposed as the chief end of
our actions. It is doubtless desirable that we
should give no offence; that we should contribute
to the gratification of those around us, by an
agreeable deportment; but this wall flow far more
naturally from a kind and well regulated disposi-
tion, than from any anxious and studied effort to
please. But far more is the means in this instance
mistaken. Itis a sad and melancholy mistake ta
imagine that we are allowed to please by any de-
viation from correct principle ; that we are at
liberty to soothe the prejudices of the ignorant, to
pamper the folly of the vain, or palliate the pas-
sions of the vicious, by glozing speeches and
ainful compliances. Were such practices allowa=
ble, truth would soon take her flight from the
world, and leave nothing but deceptionand hypoce
risy behind, No, Christian, a God of truth can-
not sanction fulsehood in man, under any pretence
of utility or agreeableness. Your chief concern
is to do what iswell pleasing in His sight; to please
mortals must be & very inferior and secondary
aim. Your integrity will sometimes command
estecm; your beneficence will sometimes attract
commendation; your kind and courteous disposi-
tions will often awaken agreeable emotions in the
bosoms of those with whom you have intercourse;
but, if you h ve profited by your Lord’s instruc.
tions, you know too muc¢h of the world to hope
that youwill always passess its friendship. You can
never connive at iniquitous practices, far less flat-
ter them. Tt will often be your duty to lift the
voice of remonstrance and rchuke, and this so far
from pleasing will bring upon you the sinners



o4
enmity. Your own holy and devoted life, if it at
all resemble your master’s example, will frequently
suggest unpleasant comparisons to the simner's
conscience; and so far from being a desirable
companton to bad men, your society wiii never be
courted by thew, and your presence will always
be a restraint and punishment, Let such consl
erations check every tendency to flattering decert,
and remind you that lying lips, while they seldom
gain cven a temporary advantage with men, are
evermore an abomination in the sight of God.

L. The Christian may farther be tempted to
suppress truth, and evento deviate from i, when
duty requires him to dehiver a painful message to
his neighbour.  We may stand i some close rela-
tion to one who has departed from the path of -
tegnity, who has entered upon a career which will
certainly entail ruin; he 1s unfmthful in some impor-
tant trust, negligentin some momentous duty, from
which irreparable mischief to himself and others
may result, and we are bound by every obligation to
endeavor to prevent the evil.  But interference in
such cases is always a delicate and painful task,
The person may be scarcely aware of his danger;
his eyes may not yet be open to discover his error,
or it may yet be so lndden and so secret, that any
allusion to 1t, even by the most friendly counsellor,
might be treated as an ungenerous suspicion or
officious sutermeddling. Did the matter concern
the interest and reputation of the offender alone,
it would nevertheless be consistent with Clinstian
affecticn to warn and admonish lim; but 1t be-
comes an imperative duty when the conduct of the
offender 1s likely to wvolve others in distress and
ruin. The fear of God, our concern for the pub-
lic safety, our jealousy for the fair reputation of
the Christian name, as well as our regard for the
erring individual, wilt all dictate the course we
ought to pursue—*to speak truth with our neigh-
bour.” But how often do considerations of a very
different kind intervene, and tempt us to keep the
secret in our own bosoms. We look at the diffi-
culty; we fearto displease the offender or his con-
nections; we begin, perhaps, to surmise, in oppo-
sition to the plainest dictates of duty, that the mat-
ter does not belong to us, or that, by and by, the
evil will be more fully developed and jusufy de-
cided interference.  Meanwhile the worker of ini-
quity may oe connived at in fug misdeeds; he may
be greeted with cordial salutations of respect, and
himself and others may be soothed into a deceitfnl
security over a bursting volcano. We would shont
aloud if the incautious traveller were approaching
a precipice; we would warn the unsuspecting
atranger about to enter the abode of pestilence;
and will the Christian abide in silent collusion
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while the immortal safety of & brother and the
honor of his master’s cause is at stake? Is not
silence insuch a case the suppression of tryth?
and is not the suppression of truth tantamouut to
fulsehood ?

But there is perhaps no situation in which the
temptation to conceal truth, or to dissemble,
operate= more strongly than that inwhich it is our
duty to deliver a message to the dying, What
wmultitudes are pertnitted to sink under the burden
of disease, and cven of age, amidst the delusive
congratulations of friends on the hopes of recovery,
and the prospect of many years to come! The
very thought of dying is kept away from them
with the most sedulous care, while the conversa.
tion and plang of those who visit the sick man's
chamber, are all fitteu to chain lum to this world,
and make ¢quite forgetful of the world to
come,” Various pretences are alledged for this
dissimulation,  Oh, you must not tell them of
their danger, it will depress their spirits, and ag-
gravate their complaint. So think I, may the dis-
sembler add, and so perhaps counsels the doctor.
A Chnistian mimster or friend must not be sent for,
lest the fears and suspicion of the sick person
should be awakened: it will be time enough for
this when approaching death can no longer be con-
cealed! Ob, how mielancholy that such deception
should be practiced under the mask of kindness,
even on the dying, and that the soul about to ap-
pear before 1its Creator, should be thus turned
aside from the preparation necessary to its safety.
Why hide death from his view when itis so near,
so inevitable, so momentous in 1ts consequences ?
ft is a painful and terrific change? It may be so;
but does not reason and religion teach us to look
danger inthe face, that we may be armed to meet
1it? But why is death 2n object the very idea of
which 1s to be put away, even while the destroyer
is doing Ins work on the sick man's frame? Dis-
sulution is terrific only to the unbelieving; to the
children of God it is arrayed in no terrors, it is
armed with no sting. Better far, then, not to dis-
semble with the dying one, whose immortal well-
bewng is at stake. Let him prepare for death by
the contemplation of the scenes of Calvary—a sure
remedy for all lus fears. Assured of his interest in
the redemption purchased on the cross, the hope
of immortality will shed its joyful gleam even
over death’s saddest accompzniments, and the
chamber of the dying believer will demonstrate
that the announcement of theclosing scene cannot
discompose one who knows that—10 DB IS GaIN.
N. M.
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RUDIMENTS OF CHURCH POLITY.

Abtidged from Mr, Tuylor's work on Spinitnal Despotism,
1. Christianity demands from uits adherents, without
egecphion or evasion, an open profession of their be-
1iéf, and frequent public communication, one wih
another,as well for Yl]rPVSCb ol worship, as of mutual
&id, instruction, and discipline.  This we assume as
granted; or as not standing in neea of the induction
of proof. Christianily is essenually social, and the
poblic observances which 1t enjowns mvolve, by nc-
cessity, not wmerely a casual intercourse among its
adherents; but some system of vrganication and gov-
ernment.  We had need to bearit in mind that, as
an incidental or veeasional profession of our tauth in
Christ does not satisiy the obligatiuns we are under
as his disciples; so verther does acaidental associa-
tion, prompied by personal fniendship merely, or by
taste, fulfil the requirements of chureh communion.

A farr, and indeed an unavordable extension et ths
first arucle of church polity, mvolves the duty ol
carrying out the Chrnistian social principle in every
ditection, and to the utmost ¢xtent to which it wiil
go. I all Cr. sians residing within a small ewrele
or vicinage, ave required to recognize cach other as
such, and to institute a public and visible commu-
nion, the Christians of a larger circle, as of a city,
or of a disirict, cannot be excused from the same
doty, so far as the conditions of that wider sphcre may
admt. Wiale Christian communion within a small
eircle may be inumate and frequent, within a large
circle it can only be of a more general sort ; but the
obc 1s as much acmnndv(l as the other; and both the
obe and the other mustbe systematic and perpewual ;
not casual, loose, or merely spontaneous Rehgions
organization finds no reasonable himit unul 1t has
spread atself out, from conzregauons to ciies, from
cities to provinces, from provincesto empnres ; nay,
until the famly of man shall present asell to the
pleased cye of Heaven, 1n harmony and concert, as
the one household of fanth. Cumeination 1sthe law
of Christ; wsulation and disunion are essentially
anti-christian ; nothing can more distinctly be anu-
christian ; superstition 1s less s0.— A national church,
well devised, and wisely administered, may be con-
sidered as nothing else than a reasonable expansion
ofthe first rudiment of external Christiamity ; and as
a virtual fulfilinent of the command—* Forsake not
llg;e assembling of yourselves together.”

“311. Christianity isthe belief of certain alledged facts
&id itisalso a certamn hine of conduct, springing
from the motives which those facts engender. But
8]l men do not profess this faith ; nor do att that pro-
fess it maintain a course of conduet such as must be
téckoned necessary to the Chnstian character.  ‘The
gospel, therefore, 1f its pecuhiarity and us power are
tg,be preserved, brings i a distinction between man
and man, even among ithose who, in no other sense,
ag members of society, are to be distimgunshed. Our
alternauve is exther to Jower Christanny, and to con-
veért the church into a recepiacle of wunpurity, or to
# there to some rule of discrummnation; nor can we
+ e any otherrule than its own. "The church and the
world must needs be pasted, until the church shall
haye embraced the world, and the world have yiclded
itself to thechurch. Christianity is a comprehensive
<ombination ; but it is also a special one.” A power
of‘judgment and exclusion is therefore essential to
the very exisience of a Chrnishan church. It is an
after question, in whose hands this poweris to be
I6deed, and by what regulations it is to be circum-
$¢ribed.  The two opposite errors that are to be
guarded against on this point are, first, that of negh-
gence and license, by means of which great truths
afe lost sighl of, and virtue 1s compromsed; and
;gcondly, that of sanctimonious or frivolous rigiduy,
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and which 15 found, seldom or never, to Justify itself
by a pisportionate imternal purity. It is, Tor the most
part, much casier to live mn societies <o formed, than
to get snto them  Ia the aposiolie chureles, on the
cattrary, admission was easy, bat the terms of con-
Uhudd tellowsimp difficult; or ditlicult 1o pretenders,
The door ol the primitive chusch stoud open, but the
chureh wselt was kept clean  Itis an equal fault for
2 chureh to have an open door, and a promiscuons
assemblage, hike a market ; or a door bolted upon
an Arcean stable. Morals are viuated 1 the one
place as tatally as m the other.

IH. Chostian assocation docs ideed bring together
homvgeneous, but yet vot undisunzwished constitu-
ents  No sort of Teciprocity ol afiection, or com-
mumity of feeling and purpose, can be mote absolute
than that which should be chargcterisue of a Chris-
tan church A charehis a fanmily—~a buatherhuood,
winnately blended together and firtnly compacied vy
unmartallove. "Uhe wellare of one 1s as wnporant
and asdear 1o all, asthai of another; yet this equal-
ity i iove, isan equabity in nothing else  The mem-
bers ot a chusch are on’a level, as are the members
of a famly. The one circle, as well as the other,
embraces all degrees of power, of knowledge, and
of digmity; and nvolvessobardmation, supremacies,
ohedience.  Broadly classitied, the church consists of
the taught and of ‘the teachers, or ol the governed
and the guverning; 1t 1s at once a school of know-
ledge, anda schoul of virtue; and those vast dispari-
ues, as well in virue as i knowledge, 1 judgment
and i conduct, which actually piesent themselves,
become the sonrce ot contusion instead of advantage,
unless there be effected aud mamtained a sorting of
persons, and an assignment of funcuons, according
to the abuuies of individuals  Je assume that any
weaof a Churchat all approaching tu the notion of
a spontaneous chub of mdependent citszens combining
themselves for the furtherance of « common wterest,
and wstalling and removing ther officers at pleasure,
18 ESSENTIALLY @l vanance wuh the principle of a
Christian Church. We assuine, moreover, that a
church polity, such as we here represent i, can be
consistently appused only by those who rely upon a
consiant supernataral mfluence, imparung to each
member, withuut human wtervention, all the know-
ledge and virtne which cach s to receive The
practical expheation given of thegeneral principles
weare here advancing must depend disectly upon the
nouon entertained ot the coxsTiTeeNTs of ‘a church,
For example: we may think of 1t (and this is in fact
a prevaihing opinion) as a purely voluntary associa-
uonol adulis, cach m full possession of hrs personal
course of cunduct, and hable 10 no more control
than he may plea<e, from day to day, to submat to.
Tins mny be termed the pobitical wdea of a chuich,
On the other hand we may draw onrnotions of chiurch
pulity more from 1he analogy of the domestic «cono-
my 5 and then a chiarchis an assemblage of persons
enjoving varions degrees of hberly, but none the
absolute hberty proper to the members of aclub; and
some of these persons, namely, the mfants of the
chureh, andits eatechumens, who do, or who ought
to form a large proporton of the entire body, are
no such sense personally {ree, nor are they possessed
ot atvice amy‘:mc in the afiars of the society. A
church, thus conceived of, implies, of course, a sort
of govetnment, and a principle of independent aue-
thority, such as the first named idea does not admit.
We assuine that the latter cineepuion comes much
neater to the apostolic and early model of o lesias-
ucal combination than the lormer. Existing controver-
sies hinge, in a great degree, upon this very point;
and we may be bold to add that, when the Chrnistian
scheme, in its benign and cowprebiensive jntention,
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shall be more fully expanded than itis at prosent, and jstance, to places, times, and popular habits, or o
when its outstretched arms snall be suffered o em- Jihere be any portion concermng which an irrevoca-
brace the social system, the notion_of a church wiil [bleand universal enactment would have been unde.
necessarily approximate to the laner idea, and will | sirable, or immpracucable, sucely the matter of chureh
utterly reject the former: the first being secular and [ revenues is such. Nuthing could mcre effectually
politica:, thesecond spiritual and divine. have obstracted the progress of the gospel, nothing
IV.We pave said that, as the constituents of achurch [could have been mote at vanance withstsspirit and ¢
are naturdly distingniched by the greatest pussible juutention, as & rehigwon tur mankind, than the entail. |
disparities of knowledge, virtue and age, and as the j1ng upun the church, by aposohic awthority, certam
churctt is both a school of learning and a school of | fiscal regulativns, every where and always obliga.
practice, there is implied the existence and excrcise jlury. A systemnay be pracucable and beneficial m -,
of functionsas well of governwment as of iustruction ; june age ot country, which is not so inanother. ¢ =
and the possession of an_ etfrtive power fur carry- there may be a mode of 1naintaining the munsters of - -
ing on these purposes. We now 2o on to alledge | religion decisively advaniageous where Christianig -
that these powers are not to be exercised casually, or | is fudy recognised by a whwle peuple, which coul
spontaneously, ovinterchangeably, by whoever inay, not have obiained, and which could not cven have
from time to time, assume them ; but'thar oren s are | been suggested, at first, and under those circumstances
to be assigned to orricers, permanently (if not irre- | of opposition against wlach, for the accomplhishmen.
vocably) installed. of high purposes, the church was to push 1is way.

‘We here take it as a matter of history, not needingi  Ail that oughtto be expected from the aposiles o
formal proof, that apustolic practice and precept this subject, is precisely what we actually receive,
established, in the primitive church, offices assigned | namely, a very distinet assertion of the GENERAL Py
to individuals, who permanently exercised the specitic [ ipre, thatthose who devote themselves tothe religiout
functicns of their places It instruciion Was 1o bejnstruction of the people, should live by that means.
carried on, there wercto be teachers; and if onder) I'he duty of the peopie and the claims of the clergy.
was to be maintained, there must be rulers ; and these, |are, by the inspired writers, established on the firn
not casually instated, or removeable at pleasure, butjbasis of an exphicit enactinent,. as * from the Lord
firmly scated in their chairs, and remoreable wuly, ofjand an appeal also, confirmatory of botb, 3s made
atall, in extraordinary modes, and un signal reasuns. lgnee to common reasons of cquity, and to the pure

Apart from the warrant of apostolic precept and and generous sentinents Which the gospel brings int
example, or if left without authoriative zuidance n | Play. Onno plea, except that of absulute inabilite
this iostance, & Christian society would reascnably |hrough extreme poverly, can a Christian peoplr
and necessarily take the counse of snstitating perma. | ¢vade therr vblization in this behalf.  Noindividua)
nent offices, inasmuch as the common sense and |Professingany surtof submission to the law of Chns
universal usage of mankind demands such a mode and no community pubhicly recogmsing the scnpture
of securing the general weltare, 'The rule which re. |45 divine, can be deensed at hberty to save himsell, o
quires functions to be assignedto persons, nses always tself, the et of a clerical isutute; nor can the 1
in importance and in ublizatiun, 1 proporuen to the difference of any, or thar mistaken apprehensions o
difficalty andthe value of the services 1o be perform- | W bat 1s becumung, excuse them from beaning they
ed. Trivial or factle duttes may well be left to{pitriim thisexpense.  God ** commands all men evers
promiscuous agencies; nut so those, which, ma hygh | Where to repent, and beheve the gospel;” all there
degree, demand skill, experience, accomphshments, [fure o whom tns message comes are hizble 1o ihe
encrzy of mind, and specific qualities of the tem. [¢hargethence accrng; nor 15 there anv injustice w
per. th’ow in these respects there are no dutics, what- | Feqinng nen to fulil a cum\‘mqn necessarily con
ever, equal in imporiance to those involved m the nected with their own highest weltare.
diffusion and maintenance of religion. No dulics| In twchat panicular mode the people shall falfil ther
are atonce so difficult, and so pecuhar in their con- Ighligation tewardstheir religious teachers, is not de
ditions. If in any ease the division of fabvuy is ne-lierpnned by ihe awhority which enjoins it.  The
cessary and beneficial, it is so in tlus case.  Beller |gryund here is open, and the subject, in all its bear
Zeave the care of the public hcalth, beller leave the busi- | e, lics within the compass of common sense ; we
ness of civil gorernment, Lo the promiscuors ability of |are free thercore to devise schemes, and o0 ry ex -
any who may uffer thewr services, than so ‘o leave the | periments ; and, for our guidance we may wirnto the  +
care of souls. lessans of cxpericnce. %olhin;:, in this matter, i :

V. The maintenance which the elerical body may unlawful, which involves no injustice; and we hol.
rightfully demand from the people. This poin in. it 2 Must idle superditivn to_affism that nothing is ab ':a‘
volves some general principles of cxtensive applica. stractedly good or Christian like, exceptihataccidents 5
tion. Not to go over the greund tonched upon in a mode, which, from the peculiarity of the case, wz
preceding seetion, we have yet 10 repeatthe assump. (1€ only one whereby the fiest promulgators of th:
tion, that Christianity implics, and fcaves room tor [30spel could be maintained.  Intruth, nomodern te
the ‘cxercise of cominon sense in all those maiers Higions community adhicres to any such rule; but on Uk
which naturally and easily fil under its cognizance, |contrary, the very pariies most vehementn their ac
In things intelligible and secular, revelation does not | vecacy of the voluntary principle, themnsclves care
sopersede Teason, O interfere with its cacrense.  On ({ully Tetain whateier corporate prapesty may hac
this path superstitions and heated minds have entan- fallen into their hands, and while they nvez.

led themselves in the mostscrivas diiculues. Look- | 18Mm chduiments, must be understood 10 mean, az.
ing for a hand from heaven, where heaven says, "heip | chdowmenis but their own.
thyself,” they have It at ones the Lenefios of reason,{  In trwih, to preserve, for any length of time, an
and the aids of revelation  Now if there are at all{in its absolute sumphcity and surity, the pnnciples
any arrangements, connested with religion, which [clenical suppuit, by the immediaic and undefine.
may be granted to come within the provinee of human | gratuities of the peuple, is what no communion ha
prudence, pecuniary arranzenents certainly are of {been #bic 10 cffect. nor can we cven imagine th
thatsort. In theee, eminently, men are athowe, and | means of duingso. But when once Uns prisunesie
are competentio the past assigncd them.  Again, if{pheily has given way, as it soonh must, 1 Fam, «
there be any postion of the ccclesiastical econsmy Jentirely, to & FiNaxciaL svsTen, and has admitted 2c
which ask< to be specifically adpusted, in cach in-'cumulations, cadownients, and corpurale  posses
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ILLUSTRATIONS OF SACRED

.sions, then a very fair question presents itself, namely,
avhicther au irregular and anomalous method, vpento
“undefined abuses, may not, with high advantage, as
Jwell to the people as to the clergy, be exchanged fur
a legal provision. 'I:o oppose such an cxvhu_ngg on
the pretext of primutive purity and abstract priuciple,
must be deemed equally disingenuous and illugical,
“swhen the objection comes from thuse who make no
“peruple of accepting bequests, of retaining endow-
saments, of accumulating funds, or of rentingihe area
Sofachapel Todemand payment fur so tany squaie
“inches of a bench or pew, 1sa practice as little apus-
;§tolic as to demand a tuhe.
£ Itis however quite manifest, and ought always to
.. bein the most explicit manner ackunowledged, that
“where, unhappily, Christianity has suuk dovu into
4 several arreconcilable, ur unreconciled forms, and
 where faction and pulitical interests have firmly en-
" cased thevlogical cuntroversies, there, sume special
provisions are called for by bare jusuce, and by the
principle of religious liberty, to prevent a public
church tax from resting unfairly upun portions of the
community. ‘True, indeed, itis thatno arranganents
which take their necessity frum what s abstractediy
evil, can be, in themselves, abstraciediy good.—
abstract cvil proves iiself 1o be evil, at whateveg
point it comes in comtact with our welfare: notling
can avail to make it work well; and our best inge-
nuity and best mtentivns sull are baflled. Now re-
ligious divisions are the greatest of abstract evnls,
and they therefore troubte and distract and disparage
every community that is affected by them.  So fong
as religious divisions continue, it isvain to hope fur an
absolutely properous and huppy condition, either of
the church or the state. Meanwhile every pussible
endeavor should be made to avert, ur to remove thuse
occasions of exasperation which keep alive faction,
and put in peril the whole frame-wourk of society. kIt
may indeed be wise and cxpedient to support, ar to
abstain from removing, an existing form ot relizion,
although itbe a form disapproved of by a portiun of
the people; but in this case the acquiescence of the
disstdents should be wildly viged on the gencral
ground of public wtility ; nut demanded on high and
arrogant principles; and in such a case these dissi-
dents would indeed entitle themselves to great praise
coukl they rise to the patriotic, Christian-like, and
generous feehing, of consenting 0 a state of things
confessedly not abstractedly the best possible, but yet
the best which can beeffected under the cinbarrassing
circumstaaces that surround us.  “This perhaps s too
much to expect from the infirmity of human natuie;
and if o0, it will only remain for usio allewiate, in
cvery practicable manner, the galling burden that
rests on some of our fellow-citizens and Christian-
brethren,
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ILLUSTRATIONS OF SACRER IHSTURY AND ANTIQUITY.
. The Red Sea, sometimes called the Arabian gulf,
1sanextent, from N. N. W. 16 S, S, E,, 1200 miles
In some portions, it is not more than twenty-five
nilesin widib, though it ranges cenerally from afy
to onc hundred and twenty.  The navigator of tius
sca isscarcely ever out of sight of fand.

Scarcely any one problem in geography has caus-
cd so much speculation as the ctymology of its nume
Some have thought that its <ands must be of a red co-
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hound itmust have this hue, or that its waters must
have acquired this unge from the wtuswon of some
fureign substance.  But all these theunies are incor-
rect uf course, as there is not a clearer and more pel-
lucid collectivn of water an the world. The most
plausible suppusiiunas, that 1t derives its name from
tie country of Edom, w bich it bounds, being sowetimes
called the sea ot Edom, a name, wlich i the He-
brew languaage sygfies red, aud which possibly thus
land acquired un account of the hot Sunoom which
sweps over the deserts and causes the atmosphere to
partakic of a crumson hue. This sea, therefore, hike
many other tracts of water, derived 1ts name from the
counlry which it buunds . notbecause itbelunged more
exelusively toatthan to any other region, but because
it served as a mure convement tile to wark ws geos
zraphical pusiton, just as the Gulf of Mexico, the
Buay of Naples, the Gult of Lyons, the Briush Chan-
nd, and the German and Indian Oceans, merely ex-
presstheir relative pusition te the leuds which'give
them their name, without affurding any necessary in-
fereuce that these lands have an exclusive property
in them.

Oane of the peculiarities of this sca is the phenome-
non of itstides, which appear in sume instances to
depart from the laws which have been ascertained to
wovern them generally.  Where it 1s narrowest, as
at Sucz, and at the straits of Babelmandel, the wa-
ter rises tothe height of six feet, while in the wadest
parg, it has nota percepuible nise of ove snch,  Ano-
ther of its peculiarities is the remarkable beauty and
clearness of its waters, whose transparence seems 1o
be preserved unsullied by the utter absence of all ri-
vers in Arabia, which, by dischurging their earthy
particles into its bosum, might render turbid its pellu-
ciddepths. A single fact may serve 1o convey to
your winds the erystal elearness of the sea, when'you
are told, thatat a depth of five and twenty fathoms, a
ship’s anchor may be distinetly perceived upon the
bottum, anud when sometinies ats cable, to use a naun-
cal phrase, getsfuul, that is, improperly wound about
the anchor, those standing upun the vessel's deck may
watch the movements and evolutivns of thuse who are
<ent down o clear o, almost as plainly asthough
there were no waters interposed betwcen thesn.

Anoiher striking and beautiful feature of this sea
is the extensive coral reefs which are to be met with
throughout its whote leng b and which, from the
richness and varicty of the coluring and pecular
formations, embracing the most beauwtiful conbina-
tions of searlet and ecrimson, blue and violet, lilac and
white, present the appearance of a rich flower garden
in allits freshness and beauty.  Of these weshall now
auempt some deseription.

The Caral Reefs and Formations.— The coral reefs
of the Red Sea are to be met with in clusters over s
whole bed, and serve to render this certainiy the most
rumantic sea in the world, ot at least the most roman-
tic of any on which iy eve has ever rested, (as
it has rested on @ great many, sincc from my carliest
boyhood 1 have follunced the water as a profession ;)
and ali that the language of poctry has said concern.
ing rocks of comal nay be vividly realized by a wit-
nessuf these. The red coral worn by the ladies of
many countrics &s an ornament, is not! the same as
the cural which we are peaking of, but comes from
the Mediterrancan ; though this nay be morc proper-
Iy called Madrepore ; and there are at 1¢ast 200 varie-
ties of it to b - inct with in the waters of the Red Sea,
of which it has now been certainly ascenined, that
vach ditfferent pattern is the product of a diffcrent elass
of animalcule. Ounc <pecies of this coral has receivy
cd the name ot Fenus' fan, bearing a resemblance to
thatarti e, and sometimes applicd to the same pur-

Yor, while others have imagined that the rocks which

H

pose, viz. W watt the airvpon the countenance.  Ano-
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ther species is termed drain coral, and has the appear-
ancein its construction of the lubes aud fibres of that
organ; while a third and perbaps more commnon kind
has reccived the name of tree or shrub coral, from us
bavinz branches protruding in every direction like
the lunbs ota tree, whichsometimes extend 10 the dis-
tance of nearly thirty feet  The beawiful symme.ry
of these formations has often been a matter of sur
prise ; bat it 1s no more sirange, that the coral anumal-
cu @ should instincnvely form their cells in the man-
nerand symmetry m winen we find them, than that
the bee should constructthe honeycomb, or thespider
his weh.  The thousands and mullions of these hittle
beings seize all the silicious matter found in the wa-
ter, and use it in the building of their dwellings,
which, b2ing ansted, soon grow intothe massive stule
in which we find them.

Owing to the washing necessary to cleanse the coral
from {15 put escent matter, which anises from the
death of the insecis when talien out ot thewr native
element, and the bleaching process which resulis
from this frequent cleansing, the original colonng
matter becomes entirely exiinct; 5o that by the ume
the specunensare brougat ¢itherto England orto this
cauntry, they are ol a wmte or dull lead color.  Along
the Arubian coast the reels tormed by these coraline
walls are the 1nost frequent; and between the reef
and the shore smaller vessels mey navigate, while the
larger oues pursue their course through the greatcen-
tral channels.  Soundings have bren made along
these walls tothe depih 0200 1athoms.

I tead Formutions.—When these reefs appear a-
bove the surface of the water, they are sought omt
by mariar birds, who deposit their eggs upon them,
and there hatch their voung They then bringlo
themn branchesot’ vanious trees and shrubs, which of-
ten contain seeds upun them; and these talling 1nto
the crevices of thero ks, take root. By the vanous
accamulations of animnal and vegetable as well as
mineral substances, a so\l 1 svon fonined for them,
which becownesthe nucleus of a rangeot sland, which
in progressof time by a constant accession ol tresh
matter, grow into ferite and verdant spots, support-
ing notonly large trees, but animals upon their sur-
face; w.d in the Meduerrancan and Eistern Archi-

claga, hundreds of these islands arebring continual-
y formed in this manner.  An anecdote will serve (o
fo illustrare this,  Capt. Hor.burg, who published in
Engiland that valuable work entitted, 2 Guide to the
East India Sras, states the following paruculars:—
When he was a bay of sixteen, he was wrecked wat.
a ship’s crew upon one of hese reefs, which at tha
time was scarce . bove the surtace ot the water.  All
relicfseemed 1mposstble; and speedy an i certain de-
siruciion appeated to awan them. However thev
forinnately tound means of escape; and he was pre-
served to follow the sea wany years aliersands.
When aman of about fifty and the commander of a
ship, he chanced to anchor off the same spr, {latinde
and longitade correspuneding,) and found here ansl-
and covered witn groves vl palm trees and having
antelopes and other animdls bounding oy, and
supporungtnemselves npon it richand ternte souf ce
1 would recotamend iv the curious, who wonld pursue
this subject tunber, Mi. Lyelis beauirful book on
Geology, where they will find the subjuct ireated at
Jengih.

Navigation of the Red Sca~The difficulty in na-
vizating the Red Sea does not arise from any danger
tobrapprehendad from the coral reefs, which may
easily be discovetel from the itansparent nunre ol
the water and tans avoided, b st from the winds term-
ed the simuo n, [25. monseoa?} wmch b'ow ene hal
the year in one dicection, and then veer 1o the oppe-
aite point aud blow durivg the remainder of the year

{LLUSTRATIONS OF SACBED HISTORY AND ANTIQUTIES,

in acontrary direction. This circumstance, together
with the narrowness ol the channel, will not admit of
vessels tarking to advantage, so as tv make wmuch
headwav aganst the wind. ™ Jt was from this cause
thatihe fleet ot Solomoa, laden with gold, silver, spi-
ces, gums, apes and peacacks, was obliged to harbor
for six months wn the port of Ezion-Geber, on its trad-
ing voyage to Ophir, 'f‘arshish, and the Isles). The
peculiartties of the Red Sea navigation are well adapt-
ed to steamn vessels, which may pursue their course in-
dependent of the winds; and the Red Sea 1s perhaps
soun destined to become, by the introduction of steam-
ers, the great mghway between England and India.
Having said thu> much respecting the Red Sea, we
st;a}l next examne some ol the peculiar characters
uf the

Persian Gulf —The waters of the Persian Gulf dif-
fer matersally (vom ihose just deser.bed in several
particulars  Farsi, the channels of two mghty riv-
ers, the Tigris and the Euphrates, empty themselves
wto 1, and bring along with them the sediment wash-
ed from the suif of Mesopniomia ; and tothe distance
ofitom seventy to a hundred miles out, the admixture
ot these turb:d waters is distincily visible. Hence
the clear pellucid appearance of the Red Sea is alto-
gether wanting; and moreover no reefs, nor arbors,
nor clusters of voral adorn its bed.  In lieu of this,
however, the Petsian Gulf possesses in the island
Bahrein one of the most valuable pear} fisheriesin
the world, for small packages of which whule cargoes
of oiher commodities are not untreguently exchang-
ed These waters are infested by a race of pirates
called Wahabees, a prople, who in the beginniug of
the present century, carried their victorious arms
over Hejaz, Lassa and part of Yemen,

Straits of Babeiman+el —These straits, at the south-
ern extremity of the Red Sea, derived their name of
Bab el-mandel, or gate of sorrow, from the circum-
stance, that anciently those who departed through
them were considered as gone for ever, and were ac-
cordingly mourned for by thewr relauves, as beings
whom they never expected to see again. An Arab
was once asked, why he imourned for his friends be-
forethey weredcad 1 He replied, that he deemed it
better to mourn for them as dead before their depart-
ure, for ifihey should by any chance bappen ta return,
his joy would be the greater from the cvent being so
unexpecied.

Southern Coast.—By reference to the map, it will
be seen, that from the southern coast of Arabia to the
suith pole, no land, wuth perhaps the exception of a
few nconsidersble clusters of islands, inervenes.
tence, the bruad surface of the ocean, when acted
upon by continued winds, becomes swollen and agi-
triedto a fearful degree; and wave after wave ga-
thering accumulated force, sweeps with tremendous
tury upon the whole coast.

Nesert of Horel and Sinai —As you sail along the
Red Sen, the peahs of these mountins are first obsesv-
ed, belore any other portion of the land is discovered.
They torm the <cene of <ome of the most remarkable
evemsa the istory of the world.  Here formerly
dwelt the Lhmachites who traded between Syria and
Egypt; here the Amalekues; here the Midianites;
and hither Mases reiired from Egyptio feed his fa-
ther indaw Jethro’s flock.  These nations were the
progemiturs of the Saracens, afierwards famous
throughout the East, who carried their conquesis as
tar castward as Tarary and China, and on the west
overran Atrica as far as Spain, where they tonnded
e kingdom of Grenada, and who have afso carned
fur themselves everlasting renown in hislory, prophe-
cydand romance, by the chivalric wars of the cru-
sades.
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" frabia Deserta—This portion of the peninsula is
fnuch larger than that which has hitherto occupned
dur attention, bat differs from it very much in respect
to its genecal features. Arabuu Deserta, as its name
imports, is composed ot litile else than barren and
.and deserts, here und there interspersed and relieved
by baauutul and verdant oases, Which undoub edly ap-
ipear the more beau.iful from heir consirast with the
iparched and desolate wastes by which they ate on all
“gides envitoned. Some ofthese desenisare 500 mites
7in length and 30 i breadth = they are traversed v va-
“rious directions by caravans. The camels, whichare
-"used in these expeditiuns, are found to endure the ta
“tigu-s and privations incident tosuch deseri journeys.
“The distance from Damascusto Bagdad ispassed over
‘by the camels in the space of thirty days.” Tins por-
“tioh of Ar.bia pusscsses but few objects to interestihe
traveller; and we shall therefure in out remarks up-

on the leading features of the country, turn to the

third division which has been sigmificanily iermed—
-Buckingham.

ECCLESIASTICAL INTELLIGENCE.

. The Commission of the Synod of the Presbyterian
; Church of Canada, met according to the Synod's up-
" pointment, at L'oronto, on the 6th of February, and
~ having been constituted by prayer, the minutes of last

ordinary meeting, as also of the pro re nata meeung

held at Torontoon the 14th of November last, were
"%tead and approved of. The Commission praceedid to
‘# take into consideration the drafting of an act of Incor-
” poration for the Church which was committed to them
'_'-;iby the Synod. The commiitee formeily appointed
% for this object were not prepared with a draft.  Afier

. reasoning on the subject the Commission add«d Messrs
#McGill and George, to the committee, and enjoined
_‘ﬁ'thcm 1o procced with diligence in the duty assigned
¥ them, and to produce the required draft at an adjourn-

7 ed meeting of Commission to be held an, or before, the
™ firstday of May next.  The committee is as follows:
Mr. Gale, Mr. Rintoul, Mr. Bell, Mr. Leach, munisters,
and Mr. Justice McLean, John Mowat, Esq, and Ed-

) ward W. Thomson, Esq., ruling elders. A long and

¥ interesting discussion was then entered into on the sub
& ject of a Theological Institution, and the Commission
’;3 eventually appointed the following committee, viz.i—

it Mr. William Rintoul, and Mr. James George, mims-
“J ters, and Mr. Jusuce McLean, and E. W. Thomson.
*4Esq, ruling clders, todraw up a plan of a Theoiogical
YInstitution, and to submit the same at the adjourned
‘“emeeting as above. And the Commission farther au,
“thorized the said committee, to obtainf possible, at th
+ ensuing meeting of the Legisla-ure, an act ineorporatin,

2 Trustees for holding property belonging 1o the Insu

& tution, with general powers for the management o

3 the same, said Trustecs to be appointed by the Sy

nod, and to be subjeet to the Syunod in all mauters
connected with seid management.
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The Commission afier due deliberation unanimous-
ly resolved to petition the three branches of the Pro-
vincial Legislature, duning their enswiny sess on, for
tle rencal of those clauses un the coustitutional act,
3 Geo 1, wanautng the institcuon and endow-
ment of Rectories of tle Clueh of England i this
povince,  The convener of Connmissin and Ed-
wad W, Thanson, Esq., were appoited 10 draw up
4 prution an terms of thas resolution, and cause the
same o he proseuted to the Lo-gislature, to veport their
diligenee herein at next meeting of Commission.

The Cowmmission had under consideration the
letter of the Moderator of the Gencral Assembly of
the Presbyterian Church in the Umited States, address-
ed 10 the Mod rutor and members of Synod, and in-
asmiuch as the next mecung of the Gereral Assembly
aforesmd will have been concluded Lefure the next
meeting of Synod, the Commission appointed Mr.
George to prepare a diaft of a reply to said letter, to
be submitted at next meeting of Comtmission, so that
if approved, it may be transmitted to the General As-
sembly.

The Commission had transmitted to them an over-
ture from the Presbytery of Toronto accompanied by
a draft of a memorial 10 His Excellency the Lieute-
vant Governer in bebalf of the unendowed ministers,
and the same having boen read, corrected, and ap-
proved, it was ordered to be engrossed for the signa-
ture of the convener, and to be presented by Mr,
Leach and Mr G orge, as soon as possible.

The Commission adjourned 0 meet in the City of
Toronio. on the ficst Wednesdy, of May next, at the
hour of 7o'Jdack, P. M. Closed with prayer.

THEOLOGICAL SEMINARIES.

From catalogues of Andaver, Princeton, New-York,
and Bangor, Theclogical Seminaries for the year
1636-9, we have prepared the following statement.

Axpover —Rev. Jusun Edwards, President, Rev,
Leonard Woods, Abbot, Profussor of Christian The-
alogy, Rev Moses Swaart, Associate Professor of Sa-
cred Literature.  Rev Ralph Enerson, Brown, Pro-
fossor of Ecclesiastical History and Lecturer on Pas~
toral Theology. Rev. Bela B. Edwards, Professor of
the Hebrew Language and Literature.  Rev. Edward
A. Park, Burtlet, Professor of Sacred Rhetoric.

Students—Advanced class, 12; resident licentiates,
2; senior class, 27; middie class, 31; junior class, 50;
“otal 125, Of tlus number onc has been removed by
Jdeath.

Paiccerox.—Rev. Arclibald Alexander, D. D,
Professor of Didactic and Polemic Theology. Rev,
S muel Miller, D D, Protessar of E~clesinsucal His-
ory and Church Government.  Rev Chaules Hodge,
). D., and J. Addison Alexander, A. M., Professors
of Oriental and Biblical Literatuse.
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Studenls.~Rasident graduates, &; first class, 29;
second class, 34 ; third class, 29 ; total, 94.

New-Yorg.~Rev. Thomas McAuley, D. D. L. L.
D., President, and Professor of Pastoral Theology
and Church Government.  Rev. Henry White, D. D,
Professor of Pastoral Theology. Rev Edward Ro-
binson, D. D., Professor of Biblical Litetatare. Pro-
fessor R. is temporarily absent. In the mean time his
place is supplicd Ly Professors R. B. Patton and
Isaac Nordheimer. The following are Professors
Extraordinary: Rev. Thomas I. Skinner, D. D., and
Rev. William Adams, A. M., of Sacred Rhetoric;
Rev. J. S. Spencer, A. M., of Biblical History ; Rev,
Erskine Mason, D. D., and Rev. Samuel H. Cox, D.
D., of Ecclesiastical History, Abner Jones, Esq , Pro-
fessor of Sacted Musie.

Students.— Resident licentintes, 2; senior class, 28;
middle class, 26; junior class, 32; partial students,
4, total, 92.  Of this number onc has been removed
Ly death, and eight lcft or dismissed.

Baxgor.—Rev. Enoch Pond, D. D., Professor of
Systematic Theology; Rev. George Shepard, Profes-
sor of Sacred Rhetoric and Pastoral Duties ; Rev. Leo-
nard Woaods, jr., Professor of Sacred Literature. The
Professorship of Ecclesiastical History is vacant, and
until provided for, its dutics arc performed by Pro-
fessor Pond.

Students—Senior class, 18; middle clase, 14 ju-
nior class, 11; total, 43,

Geneva Lyceus.—This is not a Theological insti-
tution, but weare happy to mention it as one afford-
ingexcellent facilities to young men studying for the
ministry, for a thorough preparation in their acadewi-
cal studies. A large number of indigent students are
aided in their expenses by the munificence of a bene-
volent gentleman residing at Geneva.—New York
Qbserver.

PreSBYTERY oF Epinprrei.—Dr. Muir, read a let-
ter from the Elders and Trustees of the Presbyterian
Chureh in Grenada, which mentioned with regret the
death of the Rev. Mr Collins, on his passage out from
Lecith, to take charge of the Presbyteniun Congrega
tion in that Island, and praying the Presbytery to
scek out another gentleman qualified for that duty.
Dr. Muir then stated that Mr. Cockbura, preacher of
the gospel, had been strongly recommended to him as
a suitable individual, and gave notice that he should
at the next meeting of Presbytery propose him to fill
that vacant situation.

MoxTtary Recistir or Poriticar Evexts,

Caxapa — Another outrage, accompanied by cir-
cumstances of singular atrocity, was committed on
tho night of the3d inst. by a party of French Cana-
dian rebels at Caldwell’s Manor, Lowsr Canada.

It does not appear that the American authorities
have yet mude any effoss to apprehend the perpetra~
tors of tlus horrid deed.  The disturbers of Canada,
no matter with what crimes they are stained, have
only to retirte within the United States, sink inmo
the yeast of its people, and they are safe from the
purswt of justice. . . . Several of those convicted
for Ingh treasonm, whose guilt was marked by
circumstances of peculiar aggravation, have suffered
the extreme penalty of the law; while others less
guilty are doomed to a mitigated punishment. . . .
On the part of the prisoners sent to Ergland for
transportation to Van Diemen’s land, an attempt
has been made by Mesers. Roebuck and Hume,
through the intervention of the English courts oflaw, to
prove the proceedings against them informal and W
legal, and on that ground to procure their discharge.
At the latest dates before us the argument of counsel
was not concluded.  Should the alleged informality
be established, it may prove a fatal discovery to the
prisoners, as in that case they will likely be cent back
to Canada to abide the consequences of a new trial,

Tug Usited  Kinepom —Political agitation and
excitement prevail extensively. At London, Bir.
mingham, Manchester, Liverpool, Edinburgh, Glas.
gow, &c. multitudes of people have been asscmbled
at meetings in whichthe most extreme doctrines, and
the most violent measures of ultra-radicalism
were recommended, approved, and to some extent
carried into effect. Vote by ballot, universal suft
rage, annual parhaments, a more equal division
of property, the destruction of capitalists, and the
abrogation of the new poor law of England, ave the
objects to Le attained, as constituting the only effectu-
al remedy for the cvils of the people—the only ef
fectual sceurity for the enjoyment of their rights.
Physical force, it is avowed, is now to be applied for
the attainment of thesc ends. Secveral instances of
riot and incendiarism in England scem to have grown
out of these meetings. Meetings, also, of multi-
tudes at night by torch light have recently been held
in scveral places. A royal proclamation has been
issued against them.  The more moderate and pru-
dent radical leaders have endeavored in vain to re-
strmin the mulutude.  The Stephens and Oastlers
seem to have superscded the Auwtwoods in popular in.
fluence. The corn laws have, of late, occasioned
considerable discussion.  Conservative associations of
the labouring classes are becoming morc numerous.
The contest between the church and the voluntaries
is still carried on, especially in Scotland, where the
church is most cfficient, and where its reform and ex-
tension are prosecuted with the greatest vigour, How
lamentable that these unscemly controversics are
not lnid aside, and the umted encrgies of all Chrs-
tians divected on those negiected masses of the popu-
lation, who are becoming so dangerous to social peace
and order, and arc lefi, for want of cxtended and
combined Christian effort, to perish for lack of know-

ledge. A national system of schools for England is
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“under discussion, and forms, alas! anew source of
“wirulence between the church and the dissenters.  The
Home Secretary is making inquiry through the
.'pfoorlaw commissioncrs, respecting religious destitu-
“fion in England and Wales.  Persevering efforts are
ade to induce government to withdraw all counten-
}fance and support from the idolatrous worship of the
"iHindoos. Sabbath desceration, by new post office
\,garrangemcms and running of rail-road cars and stage
‘tcoaches, is zealously opposed by the church. In this
Jopposition the Presbytery of Ednburgh has taken the
‘;-Jead with success. O’Connct and agitation still pre-
’:ﬁvail in Ireland. The precursor associations, estat:
+ed by the agitator professedly with the view of inak-
“ing a last attempt to obtain justice for Ireland with-
out repeal, arc rapidly extending, Orange associa-
tions are also reviving. The new law comverting
dtithes in Ireland into a rent charge, to be pad by
“Ythe landlords, is going into operation, not without vio-
“"lent opposition on the part of those who contend for
“ the entire abolition of tithes. An opinion seems to
> gain ground that the Romish priestnood are sccking
-3 possession of the tithes. Murders and outrages are
7 still ofevery day occurrence in that unhappy country.
¥ The Earl of Norbury, n distinguished protestant
& peer, has fallen by the hand of an assassin. The
# discussion of Canadian affairs in Parliament is look-
¢ ed forward to with great interest by all parties, and
"“ Canada at present has cvidently a morc extensive
hold of public attention in Great Britain than at any
_ former period. The ecclesiastical questions of this
-z colony are also attracting considerable attention in
3 Great Britain, and are beginning to be better under-
“i stood. The conduct and views of the Episcopal
leaders are generally disapproved of by the British
peers.  The Imperial Pardiament mct in the be-
ginning of the present month,

e
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Brimisa Inpia.—Some troubles scem to have threat-
ened British India on the Burmese fronticr. The British
% residents at the court of Bimah had been subjected
5 to a sort of imprisonment on an unhealthy island, and

' the Indian Government haod ordered troops to march
{ to avenge the insult.  Our recently acquired teryi-
iz tory on that frontier is attracling great attention as
13 likely to  furnish an inexhaustable supply of tea,
-.fequal o that of China. A deplorable reluctance
-3 is monifested by the exceutive government of India,
<3 to withdraw their countenance and support from

idolatry. At present they superintend the collec-
gtion and application of taxes for the aicction of
~¥ Brahminical and Mohammedan temples, and the sup-
saport oftheir false and idolatrous worship; and in certain
¥of the religious festivals of the natives, the troops
i are compelled to attend and offer wilitary honours.
: The resignation of Sir P. Mgrittand, commander-in-
g chief in India, through conscientious objections to

3,0
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t.hese unworthy practices, affords a noble cxemplifica-
tion of Christion principle and self-denial.  This ex-
ample, itis said, has already heen followed by some
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others.,  Having once attracted attention, this abom-
wable system cannot prevail much longer.  The dis-
putes between the Grand Seignor and  his refractory
vassel Mahemet Aliof Egypt, appear to have been
arranged, through the miterposition of Brutain, whose
policy scems to require the preseryvaton of the integ-
uty of the ‘Tutkish domimons. The Pacha of Egypt
is vigorously prosecuting s various plans of im.
movement.  Ie has taken some cffective steps for
the advancement of cducauon. The Sultan among
other recent changes, has done much to introduce
European habits mto domesuc hife, and for the emanci-
pation of the fur  .x from bonduge and degradatjon.
T'he territories which Russia has acyuired, and 1s en-
deavoring to acquire, in the regons of Georgia, Cir-
cassia, &c., scem not easy to be sceured.  The Cir-
cassions have attacked the Russiaus successfully, and
seem bent on vigoious resistance:  Discontent is said
to prevail extensively among the subjects and cven
soldiers of Russia in thus quarter, The condition of
the East will be very greatly and favorably affected by
the completion of the projected routes of communica-
tion.  The routc fiom the Mediterrancan to the
Euphrates, and by that river to the Persian gulf] is
not to be despaired of, and wiil open up to European
influence the most interesting regions,  The route by
the Nile to Cairo, thenee to Suez,and from that down the
Red Sea isalrcady extenstvely travelled, abridging the
journey to India by one half as to ume, and also
opcning up an itaportant and extensive ficld for Chris-
tian as well as commercial enterprise.  The overland
journey from Cairo to Suez is at present the only dis-
agrecable part of the route; but stations for the re-
freshment of travellers are now being prepased, and
a railroad or canal is projected.

Fraxce is extending and sccuring her newly ae-
quired dominions on the Barbary coast. Great re-
Jjoicing has been occasioned in France by the recent
hirth of the Count of Paris, son of the heir apparent
to the throne. The Romish priesthood arc bestirring
themselves 10 regain and extend therr spiritual power
and influcnce among the people.  Protestantism and
cvangelical religion scem still to enjoy a season of
revival in France, and an active but very inadequate
mstrumentality is in operation for the diffusion of
gospel truth. A weekly newspaper called © L'Es-
perance,” is about to be published for the advance-
wment of Evangelical sentiments.

Spaiy remains in the same miserable condition—
torn by civil war. It is difficult to tell which party
(Christino or Carlist) has the superierity.

Poraxn.—Another conspiracy of the Poles against
their Russian oppressors has been detected, and great
numbers of the accused are dragged from their country,
and exiled to Siberia.  In Russia a conspiracy, the
nature and objects of which are not very apparent,
but evidently of considcrable extent and importance,
has recently been discovered, and many persons near
the court and in the army at various distant points,
have been arrested in consequence,
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Avstaavia,—Considerable assistance is extended
by governnmient to certain class+s of emizrants going
to these regions  Greac numbers are constantly em-
barking, many of supenior rank and fortune, for New
Soith Wades, Van Dieman’s Land, and especially
for th new colony called Somh Australty, whieh s,
for the time, the greatest favorte of all —ennsidered
by mwy, to bea perfect Arcadia,  We lament
th « drlusion which many worthy people are thus prae-
tising on themselves, not becuuse they met v not
Canada, bat because we have seen in Canada tle
results of emigration prompted by sumilar faucies
Emigration fiom Great Britain on the part of people
who are comfor.uble at home, undertaken without
substantial, worthy,and well consrdered reasons and
motives, is sure to lead to disappointment.  Thewr
extreme distance from Great Britamn, the convicts, and
the pecultar difficuliies of communication tn New Hol-
land, will long exercise a retarding influence on these
colonists.  Trial by jury, which has been introduced
into New South Wales, is rendered an mntolerable
nuisance through the admission of released convicts as
jurors.

‘Wesr Inpies —The great cxperiment of complete
emancipation is 1n progress, and has proceeded hither-
to with remarkable tranquillity and success.  In some
of the islands no complaints or difficultics scem 1o
have ocurred.  In others, particularly Jamaica, con-
siderable difficulty and trouble has been occasioned
as to the rate of wages to be paid to the free negroes,
and as to their right to the enjoyment of their old
provision grounds, which the planters dispute.  Com-
binations have conscquently been formed among both
parties—the planters to keep down wages, the negroes
to raise them. Justices of the peace are much com-
plained of in this island, for the way in which they
exercise their powers against the negroes. Fauhs
there are no doubt on both sides ; but no serious distur-
bance has occurred, and it is to be hoped that noth-
ing will occur to mar the joy which all right hearted
men must derive from this measure,  Little, compar-
atively, had been done cither by the Imperial o
Colonial Government for the education of tac slaves
before their emancipation, and the tranquullity which
has hitherto, chavacterised this  great and perilous
change, must be aseribed in a great measuce to the
influence of Christianity so zealously diffused among
them by missionaries.

Soutn Awmemicws Rervsuics.—The commercial
matters in dispute between Mexico and France have
not yet been adjusted. A conflict has occurred be-
tween Santa Anna, a Mexican general, and the
Frrench troops, in which both sides sustained consid-
erable loss, but in the end the French withdrew from
the fortress, San Juan D'Ulloa, and Vera Cruz
Santa Anna, who has a force of 7000 within ten
miles of the city, commanded the departure of all
French citizens, allowing those in the cny cigat days
to prepare, and those in the interior sixty days. The

British squadron under Admiral Douglass left Jamai-
caon the 15th December, to co-operate, it is said
with the Fiench in enfurcing upon the disorderly
repnblic a gieater degree of secarny and protection
t) the commercrat residents of their respective nations :
others, however, conjecture that the British fleet has
L en sent to prevent the French from wrning Mexico
into u colony of France, as they have do: e Algiers.
Che Briush squadron is regaided by some as dis-
proportionably large for such a service. It is possi-
hle that this demonsiration of naval torce on the
American coast may be intended for an admonition
0 the government of the United States, to be more
careful in the observance of treatirs, and 10 restrain
their fawless ciuzens from their wicked aggressions
apon Canada, . . . The blockade of Bucuos Ayres
und Montsvideo, by a French squadron under Ad-
miral Leblane continued to be rigorously enforced.
(Dee. 4)  There are thirteen Frenck vessels of war
in the La Plata—one of them of sixty-four guns.
Negotiations have been going on for the settlement
of Jifferences, but as yet without any successful issue.
‘The whole country scemsto be a scene of anarchy and
cevil war.  ltmay now be questioned whether the illus-
triousstatesmen under whose administration Britain re-
cognised the independence of the Snuth American re-
publics, would, (were he guided by philanthropy rather
policy) be inchined to boas: of Lis handy-work, were
he now alive.  **1 looked,” he exclaimed in one of
his paroxysms of lofty eloquence, * I looked at the
indies, and there 1 have called a new world into ex-
istnce, and thus redressed the balance of power.”
In these hitlle republics revolunions and dictatarships
succeed each other without cnd.  The most enlight-
«d men in the great northern republic of this conti-
nent, admit that the principle of self-government
15 not adapted to an unenlightened and vicious com-
wunuy, How, then, can it be adapted to the in-
habitants of South Amecrica, than whom a more
ignorant, aund depraved race of somi-barbarians could
not ve found wuthin the line of civilization, They
live by preying on one anozher ; and cannot be brought
to vespect the rights of nations without coercion and
punishment. G.

CABINET OF SCIENCE.

Fossi. Asnuavcure—" Some of your readers
may be gratified it 1 mention a discovery of some
seientific interest which I have made within a few
days past.  They have all doubtless heard of those
minute hiving beings discevered by the microscope
in stagnant water, &ec. and called ‘animaleula’—
miltions of which may hive in a single drop. But
untl very recently, who would have supposed ut
pussible that the skeletons of these antmals would
be lound preserved in the soils and the rocks! Yet
there is a white and light substance very common

French still mamntain the blockade on the coast A

wm Massachusetts, beneath the mud in swamps,
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Achich T find to be full of these fossil skeletons!
:And it iscurious that 1f care be taken in placing the
subsiance beneath the mucroscope, these skeletons
will generally be found to be enure, alihouzh so tun
thotilie light passes throughthemso as to render them
almost invisable. The only species 1 have yet notced
iBas the shape of the common angle worm or ecrih
Jworm, and it would ake hundreds of thousands of
‘them, probably millions, to make up a cubic inch
~Yet the deposite that contains them 1s prohably two
thirds composed oftheir remains,and w many places
“4t forms a stratum several feet thick, covering many
‘acres, and may be found, I doubt not, in every town
“inihe State. T happen (o _have specimens only tiom
-zAndover, Bridgewater, Barre and Pelham, all of
‘Acbich contain he relics. . . In LEurope it has re-
scently been found that several rocks of considerible
‘thickness, (amonz which are flint and opal,) are
‘made up chiefly of anumalealee.  Indeed, the fumous
, Prussian natoralist, Ehreuberg, has determined
\twenty-cight fossil species, nine ol which are extinct,
sand the others coriespond to the iving species. 01
“those n _the Polishing Slate, (a vanely of rotien
“rtone,) Ehrenberg says: “ About 23,000,000 of these
Yereatures would make up a cubre hine, and wn a cubice
ZHnch there would Le 41,000 mulhions, weighing 220
~grains; the silicious shield of cach anunaleula
vjweighs about the 187 millionth partof a grain. The
fossil animaleula ofthe iron ochreisonly the 2tst part
“fof the thickness of a human hair and one cubre inch
~.7of this ochre must contain ene villion of the skeletons
Yof living beings ! "— Professor Hilchcoch.

PRUTAN

Tue CircLe or Natvak.—Every thing is formed for
C‘every thing, and subsuisis by the kind inlercourse ot
fgiving and recetving benefits. The eleairic fire that
80 alarms us by us thunder, and by the awful etfects
gof its flash, purifies the stagnant atmecsphere above
<us; and fuses, when it rushes beneath us, a thousand
*mineral veins into metals of incalculable utiti'y. New
“Sielands are perpetually nsing from the unfathomable
gulfs of the ocean, andenlarging the boundaries o}

rganized life; sometimes thrown up all of a suddex,
aby the dread agency of voleanocs, and sometimes
;;ieared impercepubly by the busy efiorts of corals and
“madrapores. Liverworts and mosses first cover the
Ihare and rugzed surface, when not a vegetable of any
spiher kind s capable of subsisting there. They
“flourish, bear fruit and decay, and the mould they
Yproduce forms an appropriale hed for higher orders
tof plant-weeds, which arc floating on the wings of the
shreeze, or swimming on the billows of the deep
»Birds next alight on the new formed rock, and suw,
“with interest, the sceds of the berries, or the egygs of
*the worms and insects on which they have fed, and
“Lwhich passthrough them without injury; and an oe-
“geasional swell of the sea floats into the 1ising island a
.‘:\'gmxcd mass of sand, shells, dritted sea weed, skins
of the casuaring, and shells of the cocoa-nut.  Thus
he vegetable mould becomes enriched with animal
atenials; and the whole surface is progressively
overcd with herbage, shaded by forests ot cocoa and
~Sthertrees, and rendered a proper habutauon fof man
.and the domestic ammals that attend upon him. . . .
;i‘rosl§ and suns, water and aur, cqually promate fruc-
“tification in their respective ways; and the white
X-sg.nl, the mole, the hampster, and the carth worm,
break up the ground or delve into it, that it may
enjoy the salubrious influence of the clemems In
29ike inanner they are cqualty the mmisters of putre-
Hfaction and decomposwion; and hiverworts and
glunguses, the antand the beetle, the dew-worm, the
ip-worm, and the wood-pecker, contribute to the
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ceneral effect, and soon reduce the iruunks of the
stuntest oaks, f lying wasie and unemploved, totheir
vlcmentary principles,~o asto torma praductive would
(o1 suceesave progemes of ammal or vegeable exists
ence. Such s the simple bat beautiful circle ot na-
ure. Every thing Lves, flounshes, and decays ;
every thing dies, but nothwg s lost; for the gieat
principle of hite only changes ns form, and the'de-
struction of one generation is the vivification of the
neate—Guod's Buok of Nuatwie,

Tue FINITE DURATION of THRE SoLarR SysTay—
There is a resising medium in which the solar sys-
tem moves, asd therelore is movewment cannot goon
tur ever.  ‘The vast parivds which are bought under
our consideration in tracing the eflfecis of the resist-
my flurd, harmonise wuh all that we learn of the
constitunion ot the universe from other sources. Mil-
s, and wlhions of milhons of years are expres-
stons that_at first sight appear fited only to over-
whelin and confound all ur powers of thought: and
such numbers are no doubt beyond the limits of any
thing which we can disincily conceive. But our
poners ut conception are suited 1ather to the waots
and uses of conuuun hfe, than to a complete sutvey
of the universe. It is in no way unhkely that the
whole duration of the svlar system should be a period
inmeasureably great in our eyer, though demon-
strably finste. Such cnormous numbers have been
brought under our natice by all the advances we have
madc in our knowledge of nature. Thesmallness of
the objects detected by the microscope and of iheir
parts;—the multitude ofhe stars which the best teles-
cepes of modern tunes have discovered in the sky ;—
the duration assigned to the glube of the earth by geo-
logical invesugation;—all these results require for
their prohable expression, numbers, which, so far
as we can see, arc on the same gizantic scale as the
number of vears in which the solar system will be-
come enurely deranged. Such calcwiations depend
in some degree on our rclation to the vast aggregate
of the works of our Creator; and no person who is
accustomed o meditate on these subiects will be sur-
prised that the numbers which such an occasion re.
quites shotdd oppress our comprehension. No one
who hasdwelt on the thought of a universal Creator
and Preserver, will be surprised to find the connec-
tion furced upon the Mand by every new train of spece
ulauon, that, viewed n reference to Fiv, our space
is apount, our time a mowent, our 1witlions a hand.
fu!, our permanence a quick decay. . . . We arein
the habit sometimes of cuntrasung the transient des-
tiny of mzn with the permanence of the forests, the
mountaws, the ocean—with the unweaned cireuit
of the sun. But this contrast is a delusion of our
own imagination: the duficrence 1s after all but one
of degree. ‘I'he forest endures for its centuries and
then decays; the mountains crumble and change, and
perhaps subside in sowe convulsion of nature ; the
sea reuires, #nd the shore ceases to resound with the
everlasiing voice of the ocean.  Such reflectious have
already crowded upon the mind of the geologist; and
it now appears that the courses of the Teavens them-
selves are not exempied from the universal law of
ducay; that not only the rocks and the mountains,
but ﬂ)w sun and the mom, have the settence * to end?
stamped upon thesr foreheads.  They enjoy no privi.
lege beyond man, excepta lunger respite. The ephe-
meron pershes n anhour ; man endures for bisthree-
score yearsand len; an empire, a nation, numbers
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its centurics, it may be its thousands of years; the
continents and islands wlieh sts dunumons includes,
have perhaps their day, as those which preceded
them have had; and the very revolutivn of the sky
by which centuries are nnmbered, will at last Jan-
gwish and stand sull.— Whewell.

CHRISTIAN TREASURY.
Tar Usctest Marnace—~To you who have not
married “n the Lord,” and are not at the present
mowent living ““in the Lord,” the marage state can-
not be astde of permanent huppiness; the motives
which first drew you to each other, the qualities which
first endemred you, are weakening and duninishing
every day.  From worldly motives, and from world-
ly motives culy, you entered into an union winch God
has promised to cement and bless, but God bestows
no blessing, no. evena promised blessing, unsouglt,
“ask and it shay! be given,” is 1lis reiterated com-
mand. You asked not His blessing upon your union,
His guidance in undertaking it, for He was not then,
nor is He now, the object of your thoughts, or your
desires  'What, then, is the prospect which lies be-
fore you, and what the ternunation to which you look?
We will not advert to those unhappy conclusions
which too frequently terminate unions such asthese—
scparation, or hatred, or sin.  "We will suppose your
lot to be far more favorable, as favorable as the hap-
picestlot where allis carthly can ever be; and sull we
say, what 1s your prospect 7 A hfe, perhaps a long
life, to be passed with one who has no qualification,
the charms of which will not sensibly and unguestion-
ably dechne: while as years advance, and there will
flit across the mind from time to time some painful
forebodings of an hereafler, some fearful suggestions
of a coming eternity, thee is no solace, no comfort, no
counsel tobe found in your one, your only paitner; no
one at home when life’s evening approaches, and the
dark clouds arc gatheiing around the western horizon,
to cheer that twilight hour, and to speak of hope be-
yond the grave, and of joys which will never fade,
and of suns which will no more go down: o one
when thie heat is heavy, and the body bowing be-
neath increasing infirmiuces, and the spirit sorrowful,
to shed that blissful ray of heavenly contentment and
spiritual peace throughout the family circle, which
marks the presence of & faith which shall nut fail, and
of a love which cannot die.  Brethren, it is a desolate
and dreary prospect, and at present it is your own.
but there is time, there 1s grace, there is power to
change it. God waiteth to be gracious. Christ
stands at the door and knocks ; the choice is this day
with yourselves? whether you will hive cheetlessly and
die hopelessly, orlive “untothe Lord,” and dic unto
the Lord, so that hving or dging you shall be the
Lord’s, purtakers together of Ilis grace here, and of
His glory hereafter. Brust,

CHRISTIAN TREASURY

Tue Brrst Marriaoe.—~To you who have married
““in the Lord,” or who have since, your union, been
hirought to the knowledge of Clirist Jesus our Lord,
and to a participation in the joys of His salvation—it
is scarcely too much to say that your lot—whatever
be your station, unless you are suffering from great
and pressing privations, or are at present under the
chastening hand of God—is the happiest that the sun
can shine upon.  Trials and troubles there will ever,
be, some drops from the bitter fruit of Eden will find
their way iuto every cup; but, unquestionably, the
higher the cup is filled with the grateful iove of God,
and with the holy love of cach other, the less room|
will there be for the distillations of that worse than
Upas tree to mingle with it. . . You must look for.
ward to an hour of separation ; althoughto you iy
will be bat temporary, stll it is the part of Christian)
wisdom, and Christian prudence to extract every
sting which God in mercy enables you; do not,
thercfure, leave this for a death-bed, or a parting hour,
And 1f not this, then surcly none of still sharper poiat,
or still more poisonous. * Bear ye one anothers bur.
dens, and so fulfil the law of Christ.,”  Days of dark|
ness and Lours of trial will come to you, my beloved
Christian brethren, as well as to those who have not
married in the Lord, but how different, how widely
different, are your prospects.  'Would that we could
place the ungodly man for onc hour within the blessed
enclosure, and upon that high eminence on which yo
stand; the sight of the prospect which hes before yo
would surely avail to soficn, if not to change, and t
convert his heart; Lut this cannot be. You ma
however, rejoice in them yoursclves, and fill yo
hearts with thanksgivings and your lips with prais
that te who has made you to differ from others, h
not only made your wedded life a holy state and
happy, buta promise and forctaste of a far holier an
a far happier which is awaiting you. As years roll
on, and as the enjoyments of this life are daily an
hourly contracting into a still smaller compass; as t
friends of your youth, and the companions of yo
matuser age, are called away, and few of those w
have cheered and gladdened Life remain, then dot
blessings of a truly Chrisuan union shinc forth wi
a splendour rivallng the last rich rays of the settia
sun.  To scc those whom you have loved.throug
Life, and sull love dearer and more tenderly as life!
tide is cbbing fast into the ocean of eternity, to s
them standing with youon the brink of time, and look
ing calinly on those dark waters wkich have no
turning tde, ready, like yourself, to enter into the v
ley of the shadow of death, with the same rod and st
to comfort them, the same Saviour to support ther, ¢
same cternal mansions to receive them: knowing t
your tiuest enjoyments here have been these whi
have partaken most largely of the occupations and d
lights of cternity, these are joys well worth the p
chase of the longest and the happiest hife which ea
has ever scen, and these are delights which none

those who arc “in the Lord,” can ever know,—BLus




