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X THE GRNUINENESS OF THE WRITINGS OF IONATIUS
AND THE SCHEME OF CHURCH GOVERNMBNT DF-
SCRIBED IN THEM,

Ma, EpiTor:—

" A friend in Scotland who had seen some of the
umbers of your Journal, has sent me a paper on
“«Tue Lirg AND WrITINGS OF IGNATIUS,” With per-
mission to offer it, as I now do, to your pages.
le had intended itin a somewhat different form
or another work, which, however, circumstances
ve prevented him from carrying through. Tt
y be interesting to some of your readers, and if
be also useful, this will be, as I well know, in
ordance with the prayers of the writer.

" Ishall presume on his indulgence and that of
our readers, in prefixing to it,as it passes through
y hands, one or two remarks.

And first, I think my friend hastoo unhesitating-
y assumed the genuinencss—at least the integrity
f the text of the Ignatian Epistles. Two ver-
ions of these Epistles have come downto us, and
hese 50 different from cach othcr, that they cannot
th be genuine; and the one of these which has
fairer claims to be regarded asa gepuine docu-
ty bas some internal marks of interpolation,

That great scholar, and not less distinguished
Minister of the gospel, Archbishop Usher, who
first edited these Epistles, and in a sense, recover-
ed thiem from the wreck of ancient learning, had
his doubts of the genuineness of the Epistle to
Polycarp.  Mosheim thus closes his remarks on
the question concerning their genuineness,

¢ But to whichever of these cditions (the two ver-
sions above referred to,) we give the preference, we
shall never, do what we may, entirely deliver these
Cpisiles from all suspicion of corruption and interpo-
Ltion.  In my judgment, therefore, the great contro-
varsy concerning the Ignatian Epistles, in which so
many eminent men have taken a side, is still undeci-
ded, and must remain so, unless more versions, and
these of a higher antiquity than ths existing oncs be
discovered, or other ancient literary remains wlich
shall throw a clearer light upon it.  That these Epis-
tles are very ancient is most certain, that they are en-
tire forgerics is utterly incredible; Lut how far they
can be accounted free from corruptions cannot at pre-
sent be determined.”s

T am not awarec that any additional light has been
thrown vn the question since the days of Mosheim.

¢ Moshemii De Rebus Chustianorum ante Cons
stant. Commentarii, p. 161,
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Soine of the most suspicious passages in the Bpus

tles, relate to the rulers of the church. 'These
and their authority seem studiously brought for-
ward in every Epistle, as though the tendency of
the christians of that day had beento spuntual
insubordination. In the accompanying paper, my
friend ingeniounsly accounts for this by saying that
it was to the doctrine taught, and not to the teacher
that the submission was sought ; but the language
of the Epistles strongly savours of the doctrine
that the authority is in the men who arc ordained
to ccclesiastical functions—a doctrine, which,
growing out of the mistakes of good men, and
fostered by the fraud of bad men, has been the
fruitful germ of spiritualtyranny. It is very true,
that some of the carly fathers eahibited christiani-
ty after a more perfect pattern in their lives than
in their writings. We may say of them—varying
somewhat 2 remark of Luther concerniug one of
his contemporarics—f what we write, they lived.”
And so we 1must not be too ready to refer to cor-
rupters of their writings, those sentiments which
appear to be unworthy of themsclves. Yet, this
consideration cannot altogether remove the suspi-
cion that the writings of Ignatius and others have
been unfairly dealt with by designing men in after
ages : and neither must it be permitted to diminish
Jursense of the vast importance of the form of sound
words, since deadly crror in many forms, has for
more than a thousand years, been striving to main-
tain its ground in the church under the shelter of
the authority of the writings of these fathers, and
the fame of their virtues.

Sccoudly. The question in regerd to the genu-
incness of the suspected passages in the Epistles
of Ignatius is ot after all, of 50 great importance
s at first sight appears. It is admitted, that they
describe the church under a certain definite form
of government. Now, if they ure genuine, then,
we know what was the polity of thechurch inthe
year 107, But if they were introduced into the
text of Ignatius by some weak and crafty ccclesi-
astic, some two or three centuries after, then we
learn what the polity of the church was when the
interpolation was made. So that the real question
in regard tothe cxternal forn of the church is
mainly one of chronology. It 1s undoubtedly
dighly interesting and mportant for us to know
how the church was modelled in the Ignatianage:
this may even assist us te understand the writings
of the inspired writers themselves.  But ncither

.Ignativs, nor any or all of the contemporary Fa-
thers or their successors have any authonity inthe
church of God. She acknowledyes the apostles
and propliets under her Great 1liad, the Sun of
God, as her solc legislators.

ON. TIIE LIFB AND WRITINGS OF IGNATIUS,

Those who have written in support of prelacy
have very gencrally clmmed Ignatus, as a witness
to the apostolicaty of their favorite scheme of
church policy, and have on this account, we may
believe, been the more disposed to contend, as they
have done for the genuineness and integrity of his
writings., But the episcopacy of Ignatius is not
a diocesan cpiscopacy. His Epistles, indeed, fur-
nish ample testimony to the existence of the three
orders—DBishops, Presbyters and Deacons : yet,
alas, nothing but thenames and the number of thesc
remain to modern prelacy. The Bishops of Igna.
tius were men who had the oversight of particular
congregations, and had no control over other Pas-
tors.—ilear how he addressed himself to his bro-
ther Polycarp, bishop of the Church of Smyrna:
¢ Let not the widows be neglected : be thou after
God their guardian.  Let nothing be done but with
thy knowledge and consent: neither do thou any
thing but according to the will of God, as also
thou dost, with all constancy. Let your assem-
blies'be more frequent: inquire into all by name.
Overlook not the man and maid servants,” The
minute inspection of the flock implied in the ob-
servance of these exhortations is obviously com-
petent only to one who has a special charge of it—
and would in vain be sought for in the prelate or
diocesan bishop,

The presbyters or elders of Ignatius in hke
manner, are types rather of tho ruling elders of
Presbyterians than of the priests of Episcopalians.
Inlus cpistle to thc Smyrncans he thus writes:
It is not lawful without the Bishop either to bap-
tize or to celebrate the holy communion.”” Aund
Ins Deacons, judging from what is said of several
individuals who are mentioned by name were cvi-
dently a kind of assistants or scrvants to the Pas-
tor in his spiritual functions.

These rulers, Bishop, Presbyters and Deacons,
constituted the Presbyterium or Eldership, who
administered the affairs of each Church or congre-
gation. That any one Church in the present day
has an organization of officers, in all respects the
counterparts of these, I will not affirm ; but that
the session of a Presbyterian Churcly consisting
when properly constituted of a Pastor, Elders and
Dcacons docs approximate to this, much more
closely than any convocation of a diocesan bishop,
and his clergy igto me, at least, clear as demon-
stration.

T make these remarks, Mr. Editor, with no hos-
tile feclings to the Ministers or members of the
Episcopal Church. "The wodern prelate has, I
belicve, hitte m common with the primitive bishop;
and Tam free to confess my opinion, that even the
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parish or congregational pastor is in toofew cascs,
his counterpart. I shall close these remarks with
a quotation from Mosheim on the bishops of the
primitive church, This writer, eminent for the
extent of his rescarches, was a Lutheran, and eo
moy be supposed to have been free from any pre-
judices against whatis called episcopacy. Iquote
in this case, as before in English, for the sake of
your ordinary readers.*

e s » o «This, however, 1s beyond all
controversy, that they egregiously err who estimate
the power, revenues, advantages and rights of the most
ancient bishops, from the state and authunty of those
who in our own day arc honourcd with that name.
The bishop of the first age was the minister of a sin-
gle christian socicty, which ordinarily a single house
could contain, who himself taught the people, admin-
istered the sacraments—as they are called, waited on
the sick and the poor, but entrusted to the clders some
of those things which he himself could not attend to
—who with the clders, as his councillors, examined
into disputes amongst the people and scutled these;
with them, too, watched over the comnion mterests of|
the church and brought before the congrezation any
measure that hethought would be for its advantage, but
could himself deternunc and sanction nothing—cexccu-
ting only what had been determuned on by the clders
and the people. If I am not nusiaken, the most of
those who 1n our day contend so keeuly for Lishops aad
their authority would decline the &ignity of bisheps
on these terms.  Concerning the emoluments of the
toilsome and perilous office, I say nothing ; for it will
be at vnce scen, that these were very slender, when it
is considered, that churches had no revenues except
the free-will offerings—known as oblations of a chris-
tian people composed for thie most part of men of
moderate forture, and that these offerings were divi-
ded amongst the bishop, the clders, deacons, and
poor.”

I remain yours, &ec.

PRESBYTER.

ACCOUNT OF THE LIFE OF IGNATIUS—WITH SOME
REMARKS ON IS WRITINGS.

In the Iloly Scripturcs, the sayings and dis-
courses of goud men are recorded, and their lives
arerecorded also, so that precept being conjoined
with example, we leara to choose the good and re-
fuse the ewal. 1t is natural for us when we receive
counsel, to weigh the character of him who gives
it. Docs our instructor conform his own life to
what he requites of others? is u reasonable ques-
tion. His words are good, but do lis actions cor
respond with them? And if upon cxumination,

* Sce the Commentarics abuve refured t, Cuntary
L $ xlii. p. 136.
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we find there is ne prring between them, we inclire
our ears and receive the instruction as of a friend.
And though the words mry he oll plainness, never-
theless, coming from ar upright person, we reccive
them into our hearts, and by wisdom are edified.

Those who kuow the times 1n which the early
christians hived, know well that they were such as
to prove the sincenty of their faith,  And accor-
dingly, the wntings of such of them as passed
through the fiery trial, have been esteemed worthy
of muchconsuderation, Iznatius, who wrote scven
short Epstles, now generally admitted by learned
men to be genuine, belongs to that order of wor-
thies, and that we may peruse thom with more ad-
vantage, it 1s of importance to keep in mind the
particulars recorded of Ins hfe.—It is uncertain in
what country Ignatius was born ; and with respect
to the ime, all that we can ascertain is only an
approxmmation to the truth. According to the
learned Archushop Usher, he suffered martyrdom
in the year of our Lord, 107 ; and as he is said to
have been forty ycars bishop of the church of
Antioch, he must have been ordained in the year
67. And as we may supposc him at this pe-
riod to have been about thirty years of age, it may
be presumed he was Lorn about the year A. D, 37.
Notlang s known of hiscarly years. He appears to
liave assumed the name Tlheuphoras in after life ;
and as Uns may cither mean oie who is borne or
carnied of God, or one who carries God, certain
wntcrs understanding it an the former gense, have
asserted that Ignatius was that child whom the
Lord Jesus tock up in his arms, and sct before his
disciples as a pattern of humility. But as we
shall find Ignatius hitacclfy who appears to have
gloriedin this name exploining it inthe latter sense,
Jdiat is—as referring to the spirit of God dwelling
in him, so the story can reccive no support from
this supposed origin of the word. Tt is, morcover,
wmentioncd by Chrysostom, who died in the year
07 {who appears not to have Leard of the circum-
stance referred to) that Ignatius was not one who
was privileged to sce the Lord Jesus in the flesh,
and we nay therefore wfer it was the invention
of later tines, and so unworthy of credit.

It is recorded of Lim, hawever, that along with
Polycarp, Bishop of Smyrna, he was a scholar of
solin the Fvangclist, and apostle of our Lord Je-
sus Chnst 3 and that he was acquainted with the
other apostles who appointed him tothe church of
Lutinch, nnd sct lim spart for the work of the
astry by the impasition o7 hunds,  Weare not
informed of any particalars of his life during the
Yang continuance of his miuisteris! labors, saving

a summary preserved by those who have drawn up
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an accountof his martyrdom. “lie was a man,”
say the writers, “in all things hke unto the apos-
tles, that as a good govertor by the helm of prayer
and fasting, by the constancy of his doctrine and
spiritual labor, he opposed himself to the floods of
the adversary, and that he was like a divine lawp,
illuminating the hearts of the faithful by his expo-
sition of the Holy Scriptures.”

Ignatius being thusfaithful inthe work appointed
to him, could not escape persecution, as the Lord
Jesus, when on earth, informed his disciples—
4 Behold, I send you forth as lambs in the midstof
wolves"—¢they shall cast you out of the syna-
gogues, yea the timo comeththat whosoever killeth
you, will think that he docth God service.,” And
80 it wasin the experience of this good man, It
appears from some expressions in his Epistle that
he had undergone many troubles while engaged in
ministering the Gospel, and thesc continued asthey
doubtless were through so many years, would be
instrumental in leading him to long carnestly for
the reward which the Lord bestows on the faithful,
and this desire, a8 will appear, he was now about to
obtain,

The Roman Emperor, Trajan, being in Antioch,
took offenceagainst the Chiristians, because of their
not worshipping the Idols which himself and the
rest of his people worshipped, and threatened them
with violence if they refused .o comply. Ignatius
having come before Trajan, in behalf of himself
and of the flock committed to his care, Trajan said
to him, ¢ What a wretch art thou thus to endeav-
our to transgress our commands, and to persuade
others also to do likewise to their destruction.”—

Ignatiusansicered, “No one ought to call The-
ophorus after such a manner, for as much as all
wicked spirits are departed far from the servants of'
God. Butif because I ama trouble to those cvil
spirits you call me wicked, with reference to them,
I confess the charge ; for having Christ the ea-
venly King, I dissolve 2ll the snares of the devils.”

T'rajun replied, «And who is Theophorus

Ignatius. “He who has Christ in his breast.”

T'rajan. “And do not we then scem to thee to
have the Gods within us, who fight for us against
our enemies ¥

Ignatius. «“You crrin that you call the cvil
spirite of the heathens, Gods. For there is but
one God who made heaven and ecarth, and the sca
and all that are in them ; and one Jesus Christ,
his only begotten Son, whose kingdom may 1
enjoy.”

T'rajan. “His kingdom, you say, who was cru-
cified under Pontius Pilate 7?

Ignatius. ¢« Hig who crucified my sin with the
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wnventor of ity and has put all the deceit and malice
of the devil under the feet of those who carry
hitn in their heart.”

T'rajun. “Dost thou then carry him who was
crucified within thee 1"

Ignatins. %1 do, for itis written, ¢I will dwell
in them and walk in them,”

Then Trajan pronounced this sentence against
hit : ¢ Ior as much as Ignatiushas confessed that
hie carries about with himself, Him who was cruci-
ficd, we command that he be carried bound by sol-
diersto the Great Rome, there to be thrown to the
wild beasts for the entertainment of the people.”
When Ignatius heard this sentence, he gave thanks
that he was accounted worthy to sufferin the cause
of Christ, and to bebound in irons after the man-
ner of the Apostle Paul; and before he was led
away, he prayed for the Churchand commended it
to the Lord,

Some have professed to wonder that Trajan
should have sent him so long a voyage to Rome,
when he might with less trouble to himselfy have
ordercd him to be thrown to the wild beasts in An.
tioch. Butit does not appear there is much ground
for wonder, as T'rajan gives the rcason for this part
of thesentence—it was for the entertainmnent of the
peopleatthe great Rome; and doubtlessthis reason
could not so well have applied tothe peoplein Anti-
och sceing the long residence of suchapersonas Ig-
natius among them, must in some measure, have
concihated his enemies.  And the violent death of
onc reverenced because of his age and virtues
could not have been acceptable to the people :
whereas, in Rome where he was a stranger, the
idolators hearing of him only as a christian, would
rejoice in his fall—viewing it as a victory over the
faith of the Gospel, It should be remembered,
morcover, as the Lord hath said, that not a hair
shall fall from the head of his people without his
permission : and he makes the wrath of man to
praise hiny so it might be supposed he would make
this Emperor, who had stretched out his hand to
persecute his people, an instrument in getting glory
to his name, howbeit hic meant not so in lis heart.
And this the history of the transaction hasmanifest-
ed; for when we follow the progress of Ignatiusto
the place of suflering, he israther like one proceed-
ingina trivmph, and out of the fulness of hisconso-
lation capable of bestowing blessings upon others,
than like an afilicted prisoner going to die. Iis
example would animate those christians and their
pastors who were witnesses of his faith and pa-
ticnce ; and not only so, but he continues to in-
struct the men of distant gencrations who hear t?c
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geport thereof.  So true isit that the Lord over-
comes the counsel of the crafty.

{gnatias being thus condemned by the Emperor
Prajan was entructed to the keeping of a baud of
ten soldiers—of whom we find lun speaking in
oncof his Dpistles. ¢I fight,”” he says, “with
Leasts both by sea and land, both night and day,
being bound to ten lcopards, that is to say, to such
aband of soldiers, who though treated with all
manner of kindness arc the worse forit.  But Iam
the more instructed by their injurics, vetam Tnot

\hcrcforc justified.” Having left Antivch and goneto
Silencia, he embarked in a ship to go to Rome.
And a8 we learn after a good deal of toil, they ar-
nived at Smyrna, in which city, Polycarp, his fel-
low-scholar, was bishop, and so being landed, Ig-
natius was permitted to remain with him for a sea-
son. When tidings of his arrival were spread
abroad, the bishops aund other persons from the
neighbouring cities, Ephesus, Magnesinand T'ralles
came to meet liim, not more from esteem for so
excellent a person than with the desire of spiritual
improvement to themselves. And though thus
happily in the midst of fricnds who loved him as
they loved their own souls, he does not forget the
baptism that is before him, but he besecches tiem
and the whole church % to contend with God iu his
behalf, that being suddenly taken by the beasts
fromthe world, he might appear before the face of
Christ.” It would scem he remained some little
time in Smyrna, as it was four months after this
before he reached his destination.  And winle here
lie writes cpistles to the churches inthese cities
by their bishops and others, in which he urges
much on them charity among themselves, and unity
of spirit, with those who were set over them in the
Lord, Thus writing to the Iphesians, he says:
« Wherefore it will become you to run together
according to the will of your bishop, asalso ye do.
Tor your famous presbytery, worthy of God, is
fitted as exactiy to the bishop as the strings are to
the harp. Thercfore in your concord and agree-
ing charity Jesus Christ is sung, and every smgle
person among you makes up the chorus ; that so
being all consonant in love, and taking up the song
of God, ye may in perfect unity, with one voice,
sing to the Father by Jesus Christ, to the end that
he may both hear you, and pereeive by your works,
that ye are indeed the members of his Son: where-
fore it is profitable for you to Iive in an unblamable
unity, that so ye may always have a fellowshy
with God.”

It was in Smyma, aleo, that Lic wrote his cpistle
tothe Romans—and which he committed to the
care of certain (riends who were to proceed to
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Rome before him. In this cpistle, too, he ex-
presses the same carnest desire to depart and be
with Christ. And withthe vicws he had, this was
the more needful, asit appears there were members
of the Church in that city who might have been
able to procure a respite of the sentence—and at
all events who wished to “appease the people that
they should not desire the destruction of the just.”
All surh services, however, Ignatins positively de-
clines ; «I beseech you,” he says, “that you show
not an unseasonable good will towards me.  Suf-
for me to be food unto the wild beasts, that |
may be found the pure bread of Christ,” Andagain,
‘all the ends of the world and the kingdoms of it
will profit me nothing : I would rather die for Je~
sus Christ than rule to the utmost ends of the
earth, Iim I seck who died for us, Him I de-
sire who rosc again for us. This is the gain
that is laid up for me.”” There can be no doubt
that Ignatius erred in declining to use the means
that were in his power to procure his deliverance,
Ihis duty to the church required this at his hands.
Doubtless, he had labored long in the vineyard, and
had borne the burden and heat of the day, and in
the cvening of life, he desires rest from his toils ;
nevertheless, this must be in subordimation to the
will of God. And so lung as be had any lawful
meaaus in his power of preserving his continuance
amwng Lis people, ie ought not to have declined
thom. Itmay be supposed at the same time that
if hic had been permitted to enjoy the fellowship
of his brethren in Smyrna, he would have been
comforted in epirit, and might have expressed his
longings for dissolutiou with less earncstness,—
It appears, indeed, that he had adesire to pitch his
tent for a longer season among them, but the sol-
dicrs were bent on proceeding that they might be
1 cime for the spectacles, and therefore urged their
prisoner to hasten forward in the voyage. Accor-
dingly leaving Smyrna along with certain brethren
of the church there, and of that in Philadelphia,
they set sail and arrived in L'roas ; and while at
this place he wrote his remaining epistles—name-
Iy, to the Philadelphians, Smyrneans and Polycarp,
In his former cpistles from Smyrna, we find him
expressing his concern about the state of his peo-
ple in Antioch, and besceching the prayers of all
the churches in their behalf, but now having ar-
rived at Troas and hearing that the persecution
against them had ceased, he is filled with joy for
their sakes.  And so writing tothe Smyrmeans he
says, “ Your prayer is come to the church of Anti-
och whiclh s in Syria : from whence being sent
boun!in chains, I salute the churches ; being not
wortity to be called from thence, as being the lenst
amaag them, Nc_vcrthelcss, by the will of God
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I have been thought worthy of tlis honor; not
for that I think1have deserved it, but by the grace
of God, which I wish may be perfeetly given unto
me, and through your prayers I may nttain unto
God. And, therefore, that your work may be fully
accomplished both upon cartl. and in heaven, it will
be fitting and for the honor of God, that your
church appoint some worthy delegate who being
come as far as Syria, may rejoice together with
them, that they ate in peace, and thatthey are again
restored to their former state, and have again re-
ceived their proper body,”

Leaving Troag, and still sailing vp the Egean
sea, they came to Neapolis, a city in Thrace ; and
probably with the view of saving time, they travel-
led over land to Jie Adriatic sea ; where getting
a vessel at one of the ports, they crossed over and
came againinto the Mediterrancan sea ; and as1t
appears passing Rhegium, they came within sight
of Puteoli, the port at winch theapostle Paul had
landedin his voyage from Melhita, When this place
was pointed out to Ignatius, he desired to Jand and
to travel thence to Rome. DBut an adverse wind
arising they were obliged to yield to 1t, and sail
forward. Andso his fricnds who attended him in
his voyage, go on to say, ¢ And the wind continu-
ing favourable to us, in one day and 2 night, we
indeed were unwillingly hurried on, as sorrowing
to think of being separated from the holy martyr;
but to lum it happened just according to his wish,
that he might go sooner out of the world, and at-
tain unto the Lord whom he loved. Wherefore
sailing into the Roman port, and those impure
sports being alniost at an end, the soldiers began
to be offended at our slowness ; but the Bishop
with great joy complied weth their hastiness.  Be-
ing therefore soon forced away from the port so
called, we forthwith met the brethren (for the re-
port of what concerned Ignalius was spread
abroad) who were full of fear and joy ; for they
rejoiced inthat God had vouchsafed themthe com-
pany of Theophorus, but were afraid when they
considered that such an one was brought thitier
to die. Now some of these he commanded to
hold their peace who were the most zealous for
his safety, and said they would appease the peo-
ple, that ¢they should not desirethe destruction
of the justy who presently knowing this by the
Spirit, and saluting all of them, he desired that
they would show a truc love to him ; disputing
yet more with them than he had done in his epis-
e, and persuading them not to envy him who was
bastening untothe Lord. Andso all the breth-
ren knecling down, he prayed to the Son of
God in behalf of the charches, that ie woull put

O THR LIFR AND WRITIXGS OF IGNATIUS,

a stop to the persecution, and continue the love of
the brethren towards each other.  After this
prayer was ended, ho was led into the Amphithea.
tre and thrown into the wild beasts, which apeed.
ily devoured his wmortal part, leaving only & few
buncs that were carried back to Antioch—*the dust
rcturned unto the dust from whence it was taken,
and the spirit returned to God who gave it. e
was faithiul unto death, and doubtless received a
crown of glory.”

Om—

SOME REMARKS ON IIF WRITINGS OF THE RARLY
FATHERS.

It appears that in conscquence of the apostacy
of the Jewish people, the Christian church was
placed in peculiar circumstances, secing that the
Gentile converts who were to become teachers of
otheys, were by their catly education poorly pro-
vided for their work, The Old Testament is the
source from which the inspired writers of the New
have uniformly taken their illustrations of gospel
mysterics : and of the things written in that book,
the Gentile converts had not only been ignoran,
but their minds were formed after a different
mould.

The chnrch from the carliest ages, has been in
the attitude of protesting ; and if it was needful
in diverse rites and observances prescribed to the
Jews to guard tbem against the proneness of men
to idolatry, it was if possible more needful to
guard against that philosophy which only gratified
men'’s vanity , and so led tnem farther than before
from the simplicity of the truth : andsuch a safe-
guardis provided in the word of God. Thisappears
mall thebooks of Moses, butmore especially in the
book of Leviticus, which is the great repository
of the ceremonial law ; and whose plain obser-
vances, s all the commentators show, are types
and shadows of gospel mysteries : and not only
80, but now that these have been unfolded by the
coming of Messiah, they serve by their palpable
character to guard men against abstract specula-
tion, as well as to convey the truth to babes in
understanding.

The Gentile converts who were received into the
bosom of the church must have laboured under &
great disadvantage, when they sat down to
write concerning those trutbs which they believed,
and through which they were enlightened, Their
pagan cducation bad little congruity with their
christian character.  They could not compare
spiritnal things with spiritua), but with carnal—the
truths of the gospel with the fancies of their phi-
losophers—the wisdom of Gud with the rhetorie of

wan,  And as the truly pious must needs have dis-
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carded, as faras might be, such fully, so they were
il provided with the mcans of unfolding thosc
things they had reccived, and in which they found
e. Andaccordingly this may help to expla
what otherwise would be somewhat perplexing—
the discrepancy between what they did and what
oy wrote, Their words are often fecble and ob-
sure, while their doings are noble and excelient.

We, on the other hand, who live in modern
mes, have advanteges which the carly Gentile
onverts had note The limits between what can
nd what cannot be known, have been accurately
wefined ; whileat the same time, in consequence
of the care with which the scriptures have been
studied by systematic writers, the doctrines they
contain have been fully unfolded, Theclouds that
darkened the minds of men are now removed, and
not a speck remains above the intellectual horizon
that has not been dissipated. Seeing it is certain
however that intellectual discernment and moral
excellence are not necessarily united, so when we
compare the modern writers with the ancient, we
ghall find, notwithstanding our superior know-
ledge in many things, weare inferior to them in
faith and charity. And as the moral is of more
value than the intellectual, it will be of some im-
portance that we benot lifted up by our superiori-
ty; "and in perusing the Epistles of fgnatius that
we sct about the task, not as masters but as schol-
ars, ‘The ancients felt more than they have writ-
ten, whereas it is to be feared, we have written
more than we have felt.  And inasmuch as truth
excels empty sound, so it will be by the grace of
God, to the profit of Christiansin modern times to
mark the excellent graces >f their ancient breth-
1¢n, their deadness to the waerld and its pleasures,
their hatred of life for the sake of the gospel, their
charity towards the brethren and joy in their pros-
perity, and their victory over deathand all the ter-
rors of the enemy, yea their joy in departing to be
with Christ, which indced is far better. These
things surcly are worthy of our imitation ; and in
these the ancients may be sct as our exemplars.
We indeed surpass them in having a form of sound
words; and while we hold this fact as being un-
der God a fence against the assaults of the cne-
my, nevertheless let us keep inmind that the ex-
cellency of the church consists in her being glori-
ous within ; and if a separation is to be made be-
tween things that ought to remain united, it would
be better that the fence were removed, than that
the glory should depart and Ichabod be wrtten on
our Sanctuary.

It is needful, morcover, to keep in mind the pre-
cise character of the epistles of Ignatius, The
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writings of the apostles are wtended for the edifi-
cation of the churchin all ages. Dut Ignatius not
bemg of the nuinber of the apostles, his cpistles
partake of the nature of ordinary letters which
wood men may wnite to their fnends, and the doe-
trine they contaun is to be tried by the scriptures
{t isncedful to note this, that we may guard
agawst crror ; for thero are scveral passages in
these cpistles in which the writer requires obedi-
ence to office-bearers in the church in such a way
as, if not explained, would be injurious to the
doctrine which is according to godliness. Thus
we find him writing to this effect ;=1 cried whilst
I was amoung you : Ispake with a loud voice, #at-
tend to the bishop, and to the presbytery, and
to the deacons ;” and again, ¢Seccthat ye fol-
low your Bishop, as Jesus Christ the Father ;"
« Hearken unto the bishop that God also may
hearken unto you.”” Now, viewing these as pri-
vate cpistles, the counsel given might be good and
profitable, because Jgnatius would know the office~
bearers of the churches in those parts, andknowing
them to be approved and faithful men, he could
hardly enjoin upon the people too strongly to yield
them obedience, for this was in other words urg.
ing them to continue in the faith which the bish-
ops preached, and to submit for cdification to their
discipline, But as the epistles of Ignatius are no
longer confined to the persons who reccived them,
but being published, scem as if' addressed to the
general church ; so it is needful to enter a cau-
tion against the wrong inferences that might be
drawnfrom a defectiveness of doctrine in this
matter.

It is very obvious in the passages above noted,
that Tgnatius does not contemplate any separation
between the office of Bishop and the doctrine they
were to teach, these being united in the brethren
to whom he made reference. And had all suc,
ceeding bishops been men of the same mind, there
might have been need to add nothing more than
what he had written. But all history proves that
it has been far otherwise, and that men may hold
the ofiicc without domng the work. And therefore
to say, ¥Follow this guide,” because hebears the
name of bishop, would he to take the blind as our
guide, and fall with him into the ditch, The
counsel of Ignatius, however gnod it might be in
reference to individuals that he knew, is defective
in reference to other times and other raen, in two
respects :—First, because he does not with suffi-
cient plainness distinguish between the truc bishop
we are to obey, and the false from whom we are
to withdraw. Themcre name js not enough, for
that may be assumed. We must have hig charac-

ter descnbed, that we may know who heis.  Aud
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accordingly in the wrnitings of the apostivs, we lnd
the church fully inforined on this punt. A\ bishop
isone who is %a pattern of good woras, in duc-
trine shewing uncorruptness, gravity, sincerity,
sound speech that cannot be condemnold.” . «Ife
teaches wholesome worde, even the words of our
Lord Jesus Christ, and the doctrine which is ac-
cording to godlinces.’® DBut sccondly, it is defce-
tive, because in enjoining upon the people an im.
plicit obedience to their bishops, he is not care-
ful enough to specify the matter of their obedi-
ence. Ie does not always say, obey them ¢ for
their works’ zake,” or ¢ because of the faith that is
in them,” which is truly the ground of the church's
obedicnce to her spiritual rulers, as the apostles
testify. “Remember them which have the rule
over you, who have spoken unto you the word of
God, whose faith follow, considcring the end of
their conversation, Jesus Christ the same yesterday
und to-day and forever.”t In this way the church is
sccured against the adversary ; the wolves are dis-
tinguished though they come in sheep’s clothing,
while the matter of obedicnce is defined.  And as
Iguatius is defective 1o both these respects, he is
in so far an unsafe guule ; and were there no oth-
er the church would be more exposed to the hy-
pocrisy of designing men,

MEMOIR OF ANDREW TIIOMSON, D. D.t

Dr. Andrew Thomson was born at Sanquhay, in
Dumfries-shire, on the 11th of July, 1779.  Ihs father
was the late Dr. John T'homson, onc of the ministers
of Edinburgh ; at the time of his sow’s bisth, minister
of Sanquhar, and, subgéquently, of Markinch in Ife.
The subject of this Mcmoir, without aflording any
striking proof of prematurc schularship, from which
an augury of his future fame might have been drawn,
was remarkable from his earliest years for intclligence
and vivacity, and especially for that free, manly, open-
hearted character, which, i aficr lfe, gave him so
strong a hold on the affections of all who intimatcly
knew him, It is difficult to say at what precisg period
his thoughts first turned scriously to the ministry: but
he had not been many years at college before he exhil-

* Titus, §i. 7,8; 1 Tim. vi 3;ulv i Thee i 10,14,
v. 12,13; i. Tim. vi. 11, 14; i. Peter. v. 2, 5.

+ See also Romans, xvi. 17,18; i. Cor. . 4, II:
iv.17; ii. Cor. viii. 23,
+ Abridged from the Memorr prefixed 1o Sermons

and Saciamenial Exhortations, by the late Audrew
‘Thomson, P, "
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wad sympom - e power of that vatal i,
which rtus the fust wnd bost Jualification for the sa.

cred ofitce.

Early in 1802 he was liccnsed to preach the gos.
pdl, by the presbytery of Kelso; and on the 1th of
March o' the same year, hie was ordained minister of
ths parish of Sprouston, within the bounds of the
presbytery from which he had reccived licence, Shost-
ly after his scttlement ut Sprouston, he married Miss
Camichael, by whom he had ten children, seven of
whom are still alive. The result of this union was
all the happiness which the marriage relation can of:
ford ; intcrrupted only to the afflicted survivor, by the
mclancholy cvent which has deprived her and he
family of the society of one, who, if passible, was
still more attractive and delightful in the family circl.
than he was commanding and distinguished in the
public walks of professional and active Jife.

During his ministry at Sprouston, Dr. Thomsan
displayed the same vigor, carnestuess, and fidelity, by
which his labors, in more extensive splicres, were sub-
seqihtly Cianacterized.  His interest in the external
afl' s of the clurch, was manifisted by the share he
buigueto tuke fu the Lusiness of the ccclesiastical
cuuris of wlicl Le was a mender, while of bLis anx-
ity to promote the high r interests of religion, n sat
isfactory cvidence exists in the catcehism on the
Lord’s Supper, which he published for the benefit of
the young among his parishioncrs; and which we
have reason to know, has proved eminently useful 1
many besides those for whose use it was originally de.
signed.

In the year 1303, Dr, Thomson wasremoved to the
East Church, Perth,  TIlere, in conjunction with his
brother, and others of his friends, ministers of Perth
and its neighbourhood, Le lived happily, and laborad
surcessfully, till the spring of 1810, when he received
ayresentation from the magistrates and council of Bd-
inburgh, to the New Greyfriars church in that city.
In this situation, better adapted to his talents, and' to
the active chardcter of his mind than ecither of the
preceding, he entered on a course’ of ministerial ser-
vice, which proved in no ordinary degree acceptable
and useful.  Many who have since distinguished
themselves for Cliristian worth and attainments, owed
ticir first religious impressions to his discourses in the
New Greyfriars.  To the young, especially, and the
students attending the university, his ministry was at
this period peculiarly attractive.

A few months afier his admission into Edinburgh,
Dr. Thomson, with the assistance of scveral of his
clerical brethren, in the church and in the sccession,
commenced the publication of the Christian Instructor,
a work that, in sjitc of the disfavor with which, in
certain quarters, it has been regaded, and a want of
the sp post Which it justly merited from the friends
beth of rellzlun and of the cstablishment, has been
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the means of doing incaleulable service an many
ways, to the eause of Christiamty. As a monu-
ment of Dr. Thomson's indefutigable activity, the
work has no parallel.  For many ycars, not only. did
the task of cditorship fall exclusively upon Dr, Thom-
100, but to him it was indebted for & lnrge proporttion
of the best articles, whether in the mniscellancous or
critical department, which, in the face of circumstan-
cesthat tended to abstruct its circulation, and injure
its popularity, continucdto extort for it, from the reli-
gious public, a great shae of favorable regard.

The charge of the Christian Instructor was not,
however, his sole literary undertaking. To the Edin-
turgh Encyclopaedia, conducted by Dr. Brewster, hie
eontributed many articles, some of them of considera-
ble interest, and all of them indicative of the patience
of his research, the soundness of his judgment, and
theunaflected vizgor of lua style.

In the year 1814, St. George’s church, which had
been for some years buxldm" was ready for public
worship, and was opened on Sunday. the 5th of June,
of that year, by the latc Rev. Sir Henry Moncrailf
Wellwood, Bact., who preached from Ecclesiastes v, 1.
As the mdmdual Lest qualified to fill a very large
structure, situated, at that time, at the cxtrcmuy *of the
city, Dr. Thomson was fixed upon asits minister, and
to this charge he was admitted on Thursday, the 16th
of June, 1814. Herc the more public and Lrilliant
part of his course commenced.  He had ditliculties to
encounter, both in collecting and in retaming a con-

zatior, which would have had a depressing effect
onthe mind of most men. To Dr. ‘T'homson, how-
ever, who of all men was formed to contend with, and
to master difliculties, these only gave interest to his
new situation.

Cver a description of persons, hy many of whom,
1t the commencement of his ministry in St. George's,
the peculiar -doctrines and obligations of the gospel
were little known or relished, Dr. Thomson speedily
acquired an influence scarcely ever possessed by any
preacher. Nor is it nccessary to say, that he owed
this enviable ascendancy to no compromise of princi-
ple—to no unworthy uccommodation of divine truth
to the prejudices of his audience. Iu addressing him-
sclfto a congregation, peculiarly exclusive and sensi-
tive, he stood upon the high ground of his office as an
ambassador for Christ; and with the apostle of the
Gentiles, to whose bold, unfearing character, his own,
in many points, bore a striking resemblance, he deter-
mined to krow nothing, as the subject of his ministry,
but Jesus Christ and bim crucified. How fully, ef-
fectively, and perseveringly, he adhered to his system,
the recollection of his hearers, as well as the siran of
his published discourses amply testify. ‘The pecuhiar
quahﬁcmems which he brought to his task are, at the
same time, not to be overlooked. To a manner of
great animation and fire, yet restrained and digmfied,
ke added & siyle of uncommon simplicity and smirit,
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which nature enablud i to set off to advantage by
the tones of a voice remarkable for compass and hae-
wony. Ife delighted in argument, Lut his arguments
were of that tlirect, palpuble, practical character, which
stunulate attention, and admit of cing appreciated and
followed by the most ordinary understanding;  while
the truths hic labored to establish, wers all of acknow-
ledged impertance, bore so intimate o relation to the
system which, as a Christinn mnister, it was his
province to ilustrate und enforce, and came so closely
and powerfully home to every mauw’s heart and con-
science, that nothing could appear more natural than
the pams he took to explain and defend them.

But Dr. Thomson was not satisfied with merely
preaching the gospel  For many years after his ap-
putment to St. George's, lic employed the interval
between the forenoon and afiernoon scrvices, in cate-
chising the young belonging to the congregation : and
this excreise he performed in a manner that had the ef-
fect, in an uncommon degree, of uniting to him the
hearts both of parentsand children,

Auwong the exedlent practices recommended by the
standards of the Church of Scotland, aud by the ex-
.unple of the best of her mimsters an the purest tunes,
is that of week day mectings in the cliurch, for the
puwipose of striction n the principles of religion, as
these ave taugit in the Shorter Catechism.  To atten-
dauce on such meetings in acity like Edinburgh some
practical objections Lave beun raised ; and with a view
to vbvinte these, Dr. Thomson nsttuted # Jeeture, in
w hich, without placing any one in the trying situation
of at catechumen, he made use of a question in the cate-
chism Ly way of text; and explaining and illus-
trating it in a manner adapted to all capacities, hio
went over the ground usuaily traversed in the exer-
cises.  For several years lic .continued these weck-
day cxpositions, during a limited period of the summer
months, and was only induced to relinquish them, in
consequence of repeated and alarming attacks of in-
disposition, which taught him the necessity of impo-
sing & restraint upon the other.vise unwearied zeal of
his active and benevolept mind.

In the youth of his congregation, Dr. Thomson, as
¢ have observed, took a warm and affectionate inter-
est. In his parish, he found there were many of this
class whom his Sabbath instructions could nat veach—
young persons who either did not attend his church,
or whose circumstances and those of tlie parents ren-
dered a greater degree of tuition necessary, than it
was possible to afford them on the Lord’s day. To
meet their case, accordingly, Dr. Thomson projected a
week-day school. As his experience in the task of
wnstructing the young of s congregation had shown
him how much could be done with young people, by
add ssing their understanding and their affections, he
unde:tnok at once to compilc suitable books for the
diferent classes into which the school was divided, and
,for a time to act as teacher and supenintendent in the
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school. Far from despising what to other minds
would have appeared drudgery, regarding st mdeed
with fondness, and cntening wto 1t with lus whole
heart, he spent cntire days in teaching the children of
the lower classes of his parish the clementary princi.
ples of education and religion, and passed from the
school-liouse to his study, only to prosceute the other
department of lhis labor of love; and, amid the
humble toils of :an author of first books for children,
to lose sight of those more inviting abjeets of ambi-
tion, after which a mind like his might have been ex-
pected exclusively to aspire.

From nature he had received an e¢xquisite ear and
taste for music; and, upon the principle of consecra-
ting all the gifts of nature to the service of his Mas-
ter, he undertook a reformation of that part of the de-
votional scrvice of the sanctuary which consists of
praise. To him, in a great measure, are to be traced
the recent improvements that have been effected in the
nsalmody of several churclics in Edinburgh. His own
church sct the example; and for their use, and the
better to accomplish his olject, he drew up a collection
of the most approved psalm tunes, all of which he
carcfully revised; and to which le added several
original compositions, and a few of great beauty of his
ow,

Nor were his private Jabors less abundant.  Great
as he was in the public sphere of his excrtions, it may
be questioned whetlier he did not appear cven to more
advantage in the less noticed walks of pastoral visita-
tion among the famiics of his flock. Ilis breast,
naturally full of kindness, cxpatiated, as in a congenial
sphere, while he sat by the sick-bed of those who
looked to him for consolation, or dirccted the hopes of
the bereaved and the dying to the land of promise and
of rest.  They who knew him only as he appearcd
in the ficld of controversy, or on the highplaces of de-
bate, or even in “the great congregation,” where he
poured forth  words that breathed and thoughts that
burned,” and held attention chained, till conviction
ceme and owned his power, ean scarcely imagine the
air of tenderness and unaffccted brotherhood and sym-
pathy, that pervaded his look and manner, in the more
private offices of pastoral intercourse with the afilict
od. In his kindnessthere was nothing like effect s
nothing like exaggeration ; nothing that bore the ve-
motest resamblance to acting.  Nature reigned in all
his words and deeds; and his whole conduct left- on
the mind the impression only of genuine, unpretend-
ing feicndship. It was the same man who in other
circumstances could lighten, and agitate, and hold im-
perial sway over the passions of the most crowded

.meding: who sat beside you as a friend, and address-
«d you in the words and accents of undissembled in-
tcrest and regard.

Bw it was not mercly s a parish minister, pere

forming the full round of onlinary pastural duty, that
Dy, Thomson was romatkable.  As a pusnisier of the
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Church of Scotland, hc was a member of her judica.
tories, and entrusted with the functions of an admin.
istrator of herlaws.  Justly conceiving every part of
his duty to have a claim upon him, and appreciating
the Leneficial influcnce which his situation enabled
him to ecxert on the interests of the establishment
and of Christianity, he appearcd regularly in his place
in church courts, and took on him a large proportion of
the burden of the business that came before these as.
semblics.  Indeed, for the last few years of his life,
such was his acquaintance with form, such his apti-
tude in the application of precedents and statutes, such
his ability and eloquence in debate, and such the esti-
mation in which his opinions and character were held,
that that party in the church to which he was consa-
entiously attached, and which must always regard it
as not thelcast of its distinctions and recommenda.
tions to have numbered him among its adhercnts,
spontancously, and by silent consent, looked up to him
as its leader. .

If to him the church be not indebted for a return to
the principles and practices by which she was charac.
terized in the days when, purified by persecution, she
stood first among the churches of the Reformation—
to him, and to the kundred labors of our Erskines and
our Moncrieffs, whose mantle he had caught, docsshe
ina great measurc owe the remembrance of these
principles and practices. By his cxcrtions, in no
inconsiderable degree, the ancient landmarks of our
ceclesiastical constitution have been kept prominently
in view; a desire for something better than the exist-
ing order of thingshas been preserved and transmit-
ted ; the watchwords of primitive order and popular
rights have been dignified and hallowed by aur associa-
tion with a mighty name; and a prospect hss been
opened to the hopes of the church of brighter days,
and of *times of refreshing from the presenceof the
Lord.”

As a minister of the church of Scotland, he was
decply and conscicntiously attached to her institutions
and hicr interests.  But because, as a churcliman, he
walked about our Zion, and went round about her,
telling her towers, admiring  lier palaces, and employ-
ing all kis cnergies in the defence of hier bulwarks,
his wasnot that exclusive and churlish spirit which
saw nothing but barrenness Leyond the enclosure,
within which Providence had cast bislot.  Hc min-
gled fredy and cordially with dissenters of all de-
scriptions, in whom he could trace the characters of
genuine Christianity,  Thestrength of his own con-
victions, as a churchman, only gave him a stronger
sympathy in the conscicntious convictions of the per-
sons who differed from him. e felt too, tint the
cause he had eanbraced, was in no danger from any
compliances which, on the ground of good fecling, or
social bservance, he might beinduced tomake. Above
all, ke felt that the differences between the great
bodies of dissenters in this country, and the church of



MEMOIR OF DR, THOMSON,

which he was a member, bore no proportion to the
bond which unites Christians of every name in the
fellowship of .ne Lord, one fuith, one baptism, onc
God and Fatlier of all.”

Although it was impossible that a mind like his
could be indifferent to anything that concerned the
well-being of his country, he took no public share in
party politics. That he had decided views on allthe
important questions that divided the political world
during the eventful period in which he lived, is cer-
tainly truc; and that in private, or on any occasion
in which his duty as amember of ccclesiastical courts
called for the expression of his opinion, he was ready
to express that opinion frankly and fearlessly, is equal-
ly true: but to his honor, it is to be recorded, that
with a mind peculiarly awake to whatever involved
the intercsts or the fame of his country, and with
talents that peculiarly fitted him for maintaining the
first place in all discussions of a public and exciting
nature, 5o strong was his sensc of the sacredness of the
ministerial character, and so ready was he to sink all
inferior or individual considerations in a regard to
the solemn interests that were suspended on his relation
101iis flock, that he uniformly stood aloof from scenes
of political contention, and bequeathed, in his exam-
ple, an instructive illustration of the power of religious
principle in enforcing self:denial, as to things in them.
selves lawful, but which in certain circumstances may
not be expedient.

In addition to the interest which he felt and mani.
fested in whatever was connected  with liis duty as a
minister, he took upon him a large share of the man.
agement of the city charities and of those public in-
stitutions which have for their object thealleviation of
the temporal wants or of the spiritual miscrics of man-
kind. He was cver ready at the call of the public,
cither to act as a director of its various societies, or
10 plead their cause from the pulpit. And this co-
operation on his part with all that was benevolent and
useful, was rendered with a cordiality and a cheerful-
ness, that put the idea of obligation out of sight; amd
invited new and increasing demands on his lasure and
attention.

From the commmencement of the Pritish and Far-
cign Bible Socicty, he entered warmly into its views.
With the great body of the Christian public, he re-
garded its institution as an cra in the history of the
cliurch of Christ; he saw in it a mighty instrument
of cnlightened philanthropy; and he hailed it as &
presage of the predicied glory of the laiter days.—
Wilicn it was struggling for existence against the cals
umnics and attacks of mistaken and narrow-minded
20l he fought its batles: and with justice he was
esteemed one of its wannest fricnds and ablest advo-
cates,  Unhiappily, however, when war had ceascd
without, the clarcnts of a more futal convulsion began
to gather and to show themsclves within.  To the as-
tonishment of the confiding fricnds of the institution,
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it was demonstratud, beyond the possibility of dispute,
that while, according to the leading principle of the
Society, the Bible, without iiote or ‘con.ment, was the
only book which its dircctors were empowered to cir-
culate, its funds were applied to the printing and cir-
culation of a Bible unknown to the protestants of this
country—a Bible in which the writings known hy the
name of *the Apocrypha,” were mixed up, and put
on a level with those * Scriptures which are given by
mspiration of God.” It is not too much to say, that
the discovery cume upon the Christian public with the
force of a thunderbolt.  All confidence in men, orin
the most solcmin protestations and professions, seemed
to be at anend ; and the first impulse, on the part of
all who gave the sulject an unbiassed consideration,
was to demand not only that there should be an imme-
diate return to the primary principle of the Socicty,
but that its management should no longer be committed
to men who had shown themselves incapable of being
bound by what appeared the strongest obligations of
Christian principle and moral fecling. Here it had
been well, if first impressions had been consulted. To
many of the friecnds of the institution, however, the
Bille Society had bLeen so long wdentified with the Bi-
ble which 1t profissed to circulate, that the idea of
alandoning 1it, scemed frauglt wath hazard to the best
interests and hopes of Christianity. When, there-
fore, the dircctors of the Socicty, instead of listening
to the rentonstrances that were addressed to them from
all quarters, and especially from the friends of the So-
cicty in Edinburgh, attempted to justify their conduet,
on the pretext of an alleged ambiguity in the terms in
which the object of the institution was expressed, and
even on the ground of cxpedicncy, many of those
with whom Dr. Thomson had previously associated,
withdrew their testimony agaiust the procecdings in
question, expressed  satisfaction  with certain half
measures to which the directors pledged themaclves for
the future, and intimated an carnest anxiety that all
farthier allusion to the past should be dropped. To
the ardent mind of Dr. Thomson, such a course,
whether on the part of the dircctors in London, or of
their friends in Edinburgh, scemed nothing short of a
dereliction of the first duty which man owes to the
gracious Being who, in giving us a revelation of his
will, has entrusted us with a talent whichs we can nev-
er do crnough to guard from injury, and to prescrve
untarnished and entire as it reachied us from his hands,
With hiis characteristic cnergy, hie enlisted himself on
the sude of what he conccived, and riglily conceived,
to he the cause Loth of God and man; and summon-
ing the resources of his powerful mind to the task, he
devoted many of the days aud mghts of the latter
years of his hfc in folioning the misjudging adhe-
rents of the Ericishand Foreign Dible Socicty, through
the maze of misrepresentation and sophisiry, into
which their short~sighted policy or obsequious predi-
lweuons hiad plunged tiiem.  In tus labor, wortay of
a vund devoted, in thie face of goud report and of bad

repon, o the sesvice of Gad, Lut fran whicha nand
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cast in a less firm mould would have shinunk, he had |
the sausfuction of carsying with him the cunvictions
and the suffrages of a large mugoriy of the puople of
Scotland.  Yet if for a nwnitit Le dreamed that the
path on which he had entered was Jevel and simooth,
he was speedily destined 1o learn his mistake.  Re-
proaches and misepresiutations asssmlbed Lim fuom
quarters whunce he had the last season to expuet
them. Some of the peisons wio lad stoud by his
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who heard of the operativns of the socicty, had been
Ikd o smagne.  Impurtant as these cousiderations
wae, they were snot the questions which espeainlly
struck his nund, in the discoveries which accident hag
made, of the proceedings of the directors and agents
of the British and Foreign Bible Society.  In the con.
duct of ike socicty, as represented by these individu
als, he buhidd e grand leading principles of morality
and religion placed in jeopardy. e saw the marked

side at the commencuncut of tic conflict, and who Lad {Line of scpmation, which the Divine Being has drawn
rendercd themadves conspicuous Ly the furwmdmas‘bu\\ccu lus word and thic imaginations of hus fallible
of thewr zeal, 1f not by the sounduess of thar disere- | crcatuies, todden down, and, so far as the operations
tion, thought fit to d.sert Jum, and others, on Whose jof the socicty on the continent were concerned, in dan-

countenance and aid Lic maglit reasonably have calou-
lated, Jooked coldly on, and chiafed lus spint, if they
could not sour his taaper, or dump his cxeruons, by
the tone of their adiice.

1t is not to be doubted, that the cffect produced upon
Dr. Thomson’s mind, by the mauner in which some
of the leading advocates of the directors of the Brat-
ish and Forcign Bible Socitty conducted their share,
of what has been called « The Apocryphal Contro-
versy,” made an impression on his health.  Naturally
of a more than usually robust constitution, he was ca-
- pable of undergoing great fatigies ; nor was histem-
per of that sensuive and morbid character which
dwells upun imagimed 1njurics, or cxaggerates peity
slights into scrious wrongs.  Still the personal tone

which the controversy assunied in the hands of per-
sors who, in the absence of argument, Lad recourse
to recrimination and insult, combined with the sleep-
less nights aud busy days which the part he had un-
deriaken imposed upon  him, silenmly wore down the
sirength of his constitution, and prepared it for yicld-
ing 10 that blow, unexpected perhaps Ly all but him-
sclf, which put & perpetual period to his labors and
anxicties. In a stute of health, which, 10 most men,
would have furnished an irresisiible plea for scclusion
from the excitement of public Lusiness, he puid a visit
to London ; where, if he did litle to place the ground
of controversy Letween the two socicties of London
and Edinburgh in its proper light, before the religious
public of the metropolis, the fuilure is to be astibed
to some other causc than a deficiency of zeal, of exer-
tion, or of eloquence on his part.

The manncr in which Dr. Thomson managed hus
share in this controversy must not be passed in si-
lence. It was with all his heart and soul that he en-
tered into the controversy : hie brought all his powers
to aid him in doing justice to it; and for a time at
Jeast, his whole mind and time were absorbed in it
In the object contended for, ke Leheld a principle ut
stake, which, 23 a Christian, a protestant, and a min-
ister, he was bound to vindicate ond maintain. It
was not merely whether certain funds had been wisely
or imprudently applied ; whether certain indisiduals,
10 whora the public had been taught to look up with|
confidence, hod been faithful to their trust- whetker a

Jess degres of good had been done, than the werld,

ger of Leing oblicrated . He saw the broad seal of
Jicaven wrested from the page on whichit had been im-
pressed by thie finger of God, and placed unscrupu.
lously, and without discrimination, on lying legends
and on ¢ the true sayings of God.” In all this, he
beheld an object fitted to awaken all the energy of a
mind tramed to tremble at the Divine Word, to rouse
mto indignane and irrcpressible feeling all the sensi-
bilitics of a soul that was * very jealous for the Lord
God of Hosts.”

If we would form a correct estimate of the con-
duct of Dr. Thomson, in relation to the British and
Forcign Bible Soucty, we must at once possess
something of his character, and find ourscives placed
nearly in his circumstances. The very features of
his character as a controversizlist, which may seem
mast to requite softening, were cunnected with quali-
ties for which his meniory deserves most to be hon-
ored. 11 he assumed a decided attitude, and made
use of strony language, it was not becanse he cared
linle for the feelings, or was reckless of the character
of his antagonists, but because his zeul for the truth
made him less alivethan were the lukewarm and the
timid, to the cffect his occasional warmth might have,
on those with whom a sense of duty brought him into
collision. In a strugsle, unusuolly protracted, and
in which, on the side of the oppusite party, in some
memorable instances, mat the courtesies of debate
merely, but the restraints of Christian feeling and
ordimary decorum were violated, it is not to be won-
dered at that he should at times have cauglit the tone
of his assailants—1hat he should occasionally have
descended from the high ground of principle to occupy
a position, in which, though he was not less formis
dabley he appeaved personally to less advantage—
that, in saont, like Luther and Calvin, and others,
hie predecessars in the task of correcting great abu-
ses, he shonld occasionally have been terapted 10 fore
get that **long forbearing® is sometimes the surest
pavent of * persuasion,” and that it is “a 50t an-
swee” which the wisec man tells us ¢ breaketh the
bone.” If more nced Le said on the subject, he
himsell has s2id @t,* ia terms that leave us only w

» See Dr. Thomson's speech at the extraordinary

meeting of the Edinburgh Bible Society, on the 1st
March,gl&'io. T B a
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regeet the close alliance of great virtues with occa-
siwna) errors, and which must satisfy even those who
have least sympathy with the workings of such a
pature as his, that insensibility to his imperfections
formed no feature of his cLaracter.

The last great public effort of Dr. Thomson was
in behalf of the slave population of our West India
colonies. In a note to a scrmon published 1n hus
volume of * Discourses on various Subjects,” lie had
taken up the question of the reme.iul measures pro-
posed in behalf of that oppressed class of our fellow-
subjects, and, witk. his charactensuc frankness, de-
clered himsell an advocate for immediate emancipa-
tion. The opinion he thus expressed was not the
result of sudden jmpulse, but of a deliberate and well
weighed consideration of the subject of compulsocy
eervitude in all its bearings. On the one hand, he
Jooked 10 the principles of morality and of the Scrip-
gures ; and from them he learned that to hold a fel-
jow-crenture in bondage is directly to violate the rule
whick dictates the same treaunent of our neighbor
as we ourselves have a right tn expeet from him.—
And to the mind of Dr. Thomson it appeared noless
a crime to assume a right of property in a man un-
der the trepics, than it would b2 to transfer that claim
to the mother country, and to exterd it over those
who go out and come in among oursclves.

With the fricnds of humanity and religion, and it
way be added, of true policy, Dr. Thomson was so
far cordially united. The only point in which his
views differed from those of any of this class, related
to the time at which the grand measure of abolition
should be carried into effcct.  He declared for imme-
diste steps with a view to thisobject.  When, there.
fore, the Directors of thie Edinburgh anti-slavery so-
<iety proposed to hold a mecting 1n October 1830, and
some of them requested Dr. Thomson to attend and
address the friends of the institution, he declared his
determination, if he attended, to bring forward his
own particular views, and to deprecate all balfinica-
sures, which he foresaw would be productive of no
good.  On the day of the mecting, accordingly, Dr.
Thomson® was present in the assembly room; and
after Mr. Jeffrey, now Lord Jeffccy, and some
other speakers lad addressed the meeting, he cra-
ved permission to state the conclusions at which
ba had arrived. 'With a pawer of argument, and an
camestness and elevation of tone which can never be
forgotien, he entered on th2 subject; and, in a bricf
speech, explained the points in which he diflered from
the former speakers, as well as those in which he
agreed with them. Nevdr was the triumph of trath
-and eloquerce more compicte, Before he had con-
eluded, the majority of the wecting was with him :
the confidence of ihe directors of the snciely in the
measures they had come forward 10 recommend was
sheken; and in the rapturous acclamations of a
erowded assembly, he biad 1he satisfaction of listening to
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the first of those echoes, which Great Britain has since
through all Ler provinces sent back, to the call of
justice and religion, in behalf of the injured children
of lier colonies.

Subsequently to these proceedings, & meeting took
place of the friends of immediate abolition, at which
Dr. Thomson attended, supported Ly the dircctors of
the anti-slavery socicty, who with a few exceptions,
had obeyed the general impulse, and entered cordially
into his enlarged and enecrgetic views. His appear-
ance on this occasion has been described by a writer
of the Jday, as * a moast splendid and varied display
of wit, argument, and impressive elequence.’” The
moral dignity of the subject scemed to have imparted
its character to tke man and to his eloquence. Never
perhaps did he appear more truly great.

Up to the period of his death, Dr. Thomson occu-
pied much of his time in promoting this ubject, so
dear to the friends ot frecdom and humanity, He
may almost be said to have expired while pleading its
cause; & worthy termination to the labors of a life,
of which love to God, issuing in love to man, had
been the governing principle.

For some time before his death, his mind, it is be-
lieved, expericnced something of a presentiment of
the approachirng event, which may have been vouch-
safed in love, to perfect his preparation for his sudden
chunge.  More thun once, when urged by the mem-
vers of his own family to relieve himself of some
poriion of the bLurden of affuirs which pressed so
heavily on him, he replied with affectionate solemni-
1y, **1 must work the work of Him that sent me
while it is day ; the night cometh when no man
can work.”? The increasing earnestness, richness, and
variety of his prayers, both in private and in public,
are also civcumstances that struck many, and none
mote than the writer of these pages.

On the 9th of February, 1831, the day on whick
he died, he appeared to his family in his usual health.
As was his custom, he rose and breakfasied at on
carly hour. During the devotions of the family,
which he conducted as usual, he read the last three
psalms, and he concluded the service by a prayer re-
marked at the time for its spirituality and fervor.—
Aficr baptizing a child, he left his house to pay some
visits to the sick; and at a later hour he appeared in
lis place ata meeting of the presbytery of Edinburgh,
specially convened for the purpose of ordaining a
minister 1o one of our West India settlements. Dur-
ing his attcndance at the presbytery, he displayed his
usual interest, and took his usual share in the busi-
ness of the court.  Attheclose of the meeting, about
five in the afternoon he procecded homeward; and
with a friend, who met him by thie way, he conversed
with animation and cheerfulness till ho reached his
own door, on the threstold of which, withouta strug-

gle or & groan, he suddenly fell, overtaken by that
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summons which rccalls the * good servant” from lus
labor to his reward.

In a stroke so sudden, so unexpreted, and in all
its circumstances so well caleulnted to produce a strong
senmtiot, the public of Edinburgh, and it may be
added, of Scotland, testified the liveliest interest.—
Many mourned the loss of a friend, a counsellor, a
brother in adversity, a spiritual father. IDis congre:
gation felt that “they had expericnced an irrcparable
bereavenient.  The church of Scotland lamsuted the
removal of one of its strongest pillars and most dis-
tinguished ornaments.  And the friends of religion in
general beheld in his death an cvent, to the conses
quences of which they could not advert without decp
anxiety. The feelings of party were merged in the
general grief; and they who had known him while
Jiving, chicfly as a formidable antagonsst, hastened to
accord to his memory the tribute of that affectionate

vegret, which is usually rescrved for tried and valued

friends ; a fact honorable at once to the departed, and
1o those by whom the tribute was paid.

Dr, Thomson is interred in a picce of ground con-
nected with St. Cuthbert’s church-yard, divided only
by a wall from the spot where lie the remains of his
venerable fricnd and father in the church, Sir Henry
Moncreiff.  His funeral was attended by ministers
from all parts of the country, by the students of the
divinity classes, who speciilly requested permission
to attend, by the members of his own congregation,
and by the better deseriptions of persons of all pur-

» and denominations in Ediabuigh ; while throngs

ccctators lined the streets through which the
procession passed, testifying by uncquivocal signs
how siucercly they poartook of the feclings of the
mourners.

On the following Sabbath (February 20th) a fu-
neral scrmon was preached 1n St. George's church,
in the forenoon, by the Rev. Dr. Chalmers, from
Hebrews xi. 4; and another in the aficrnoon, by
the Rev. Dr. Dickson of St. Cuthlert’s from Psalm
exii. 6.

ON THE SUPPORTING INFLUENCE :OF CIRISTIAN
FAITUL IN SEASONS OF DISTRESS,

There are no principles equal to those of christ~
janity for cnabling us to overcome the various
evils of our present condition.  In proof of this,
let us contrast the manner in which some of these
cvils arc met by one who refuses its authority
with that by which they are wmiet by him wlo ac-
knowledges and submits toiit,

ON THR.SUPPORTING INFLURNCE OF CHRISTIAN FAUTI?

In respect to the sicknesscs and discases of this
life, let us see how the man who has no belief in
the gospel sets about bearing them as he ought,
ITe finds that sickness and discases of various kinds,
arc universally allotted to men; and why should
he be found to murmur against whatis not pecul-
ar to himself?  OF the Great Being who has thus
appointed him to suffer, he professes to know but
little ; but since he is in his hands, and has no means
of resisting the execution of his purposes, it is the
wiscst thing he can do to submit, without weakly
complaining. Desides he feels that,.in these cir-
cumstances, complaining only tends to increase his
sufferings.

Such are the sentiments with which affliction is
encountered by him who will not emhrace the of-
fers of christianity. But whatare the viewswhich
actuate the believer when called to endure afilie-
tion? Ile indeed acknowledges that in the hand
of God he is altogether powerless, that it would be
vainip him to think of resisting almighty strengtl,
It is not, howevery as an Almighty Being, alone,
that the christian looks up to God; when under
the pains of bodily distress. He does look
up to him in that character ; but he looks up to
him also in another—in one more gracious, in
one in which faith reveals him. - He looks to
God, in the hour of trouble, as his Father in
heaven, who afflicts not willingly, nor grieves the
children of men. He beholds him as wise, even
when raising the rod of chastisement ; nay, as
good, even when inflicting pain.  For the christ-
ianis conscious of a discase, and he has been in-
formed by the great Physician himself, that af-
fliction is one of the remcdies, and not unfre-
quently one of the most effectual remedies which
can be applied to his case.  To reconcile him to
the severity of the remedy, heis told of those whom
God loy"ed and yet afflicted—he is told that Jesus
himself was made perfect through sufferings. He
is. told that hisafilictions are designed to work out
for him the fruits of rightcousness, and that in the
cnjoyment of these fruits he shall have peace.

Now we would ask what are the appearances
which the sick beds of these two individuals would
present?  Appearances, assuredly, differing essen-
tially in their nature.  Both are sufiering ; but
howdifferently ! The one is, at best, silent .upon
the cause of his sufferings. Heis, however, more
frequently gloomy 1n his temper,and a prey to inter-
nal anguish. Yousee that his submission 1s con-
strained ; that when he says he is willing to yield
to the general order of things, his heart is not in
umson with his tongue. The other is all' meck-

nesss The mtervals of pan are employed in the
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pleasing contemplation of those wise arrangcments
of God by which the remaining hardness or im-
penitency of his heartisto be removed. They
are both desirous that their afilicions should ter-
minate ; but the one looks to carthly aid slone for
this purpose, and refuses to scek any of a higher
Jind ; the other employs the means also within his
reach, but not without beseeching the blessing of
heaven. to render them cffectual ; the one com-
plains that the means employed are not adequate
to his recovery ; the other resigns himself to
the will of the Supreme Disposer of health and
sickness, saying ¢ Not my will but thine be done.”
In this instance we cannot fail to perceive that
faith is the only sure friend in distress ; that it
alone will enable us to overcome the discases and’
sicknesses of the world.

Inregard, again, to the views taken of the re-
verses in the outward circuistances of our lives,
‘the sentiments of both persons are widely dissimi-
lar. What is the usual effect of disasters of this
nature upon minds destitute of religious principle !
Experience shows us two of these effects.  “The
first is « sullen apathy, with respect to all honour-
ble pursuits, a disposition to 12t things move on as
they may, with a determination to exert no longer
those energies which have brought only disap-
pomtment and povesty upon their posssesor. This
temper leads the person under its influence to
harden himsclf agamnst all the reproofs and remon-
strances of friends, and to seek gratification in the
indulgence of the lowest and most degrading
vices.

Thesccond cffect of such diszsters on undisciplin-
cd minds is more awful, though of less common oc-
currence,  But still it has occurred with suficient
frequency to warrant us in mentioning it as one of
the results of the want of christian faith, On the
first information of their worldly speculations hav-
ing failed, and the prospect of dependance being
forced upon them, some men have forgottenall the
claims which mankiud at large, had upon them,
allthe tender ties by which they were bound to their
friends and their families, and in a moment of frei-
zied disgust towards the world and its concerns,
have rushed into the presence of Omnipotent Jus-
tice. What greater proof can we have of the in-
sufiiciency of all principles inferior to those of re-
ligion for steadying and guiding the mindin the
hour of those storms and tempests which so often
visit us in this world than such a fact as we have
‘mentioned?  Iow, then, it may be asked, dacs
faith in Christ save the mind from the cvils here
stated?  Why, the fiust lesson which this fuitl
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inculeates, is to place but a very moudcratce reliance
upon the riches of this life ?

“Iovenot the world,” says St. John, “northe
things of thé world,” «Set your affections,”
seys St. Paul, “on the things above not on the
things of the carth.,” «What shall it profit a
man,” asks our Saviour, ¢ if e shall gain the
whole world and lose his own soul? ¢ Look
not,” exhorts St. Paul, ¢at the things which are
seen and temporal, but atthe things which are un-
scenandeternal.” And, says our Lord, ¢ Lay notup
for yourselves treasures upon carth, where moth
and rust doth corrupt, and where thieves break
through and steal: but lay up for yourselves,
treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust
can corrupt, aud where thieves donot break through
nor steal:” and adds he, % where your treasure is,
thore will your heart be also.”

Now, it is plain, that he on whom the faith of
the zospel has produced so great a moderation of
desire towards the wealth of this world, as these
precepts arc intended to create and cherish, cannot
Le in any danger of being overwhelmed in his
mind by the severest reverses of fortune, Andhe
possesses none of the spirit of thosc passages of
scripture, who is deficient in one of the most dis-
tinguishing graces of Christianity,

Taith supplics us with another most powerful
praucivle for counteracting all despondency on ac-
count of vicissitudes of worldly fortunc. It teaches
us that God, who is the governor of men, in all the
affairs which belong to them, designs, by blessing
one with riches, and subjecting another to pover-
ty, to try them both. ‘There isno doctrine more
clearly revealed in scripture respecting the provi-
dence of God than this ; and st is o doctrine of the
very first importance, that riches arc not a sign of
the Divine favor, nor poverty of the Divine dis-
pleasure ; but that bothare intended to serve mor-
al purposesin the administration of heaven. The
whole of the book of Job was evidently written to
illustrate and impress upon the minds of men this
consolatory doctrine. The christian, therefore,
when his affairs, in spite of all his just and lionour-
able cfforts, go wrong, wher he finds himself, from
a state of aflluence, reduced to one of indigence,
and from being a master, obliged to become a ser-
vant, reflects that such a change in his lot has not
been brought about by any capricious agency, but
has been effected by that wise and good Being
whose eye takes inthe whole term of his existence,
and who by the hardships of a few ycars, is prepar-
ing to sccure for him the happiness of cternity,
Awid the heavicst of his calamitics, accordingly,
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the believeris disposed to say, with the patriarch to
whom we have now referred, *the Lord gave and
the Lord hath taken away, blessed be the name of
the Lord.” What a comfortable state of mind is
this ! This is the state of mind to which genuine
faith will bring us,

Aguin, in respect to death, there can be but Jit-
tle room to doubt of the superionty of the christran
principles over all others, 1n enabling us to gamn a
victory over its terrors,

‘What is death to one set of unbelievers? 1Itis
the utter destruction of being—a returning to duist,
the wreck of the thinking principle, that by which
we know and love, and are capable of enjoyment,
Death to one set of unbelievers is this! To such
men, how unmixed'must the terrors of death be.
No idea can be 80 overpowering as that of complete
and irrecoverable annihilation. Every heart must
recoil at its admission, for it threatens eternal de-
struction to its best affections.

What is deathto another sct of unbelievers?
It is an event which is to close all communion with
the present scene of things. It is to break every
tie, how tender and endearing soever it may be, It
is to terminute their carthly wishes, their earthly
pursuits and happiness.

But is it not to open up a new and better scene
to their view? To carry them to a world where
greater order, and harmony, and joy prevail ? Ah!
no. This is what no infidel is assured of. Another
life is, with kim, only an object of hope, of desire.
And when death approaches, his own imagination,
fertile in objections, will not fail to darken, if not
extinguish, the fc\v rays of light which had serv-
ed to shed something like comfort over the tomb.

But what is death to the christian? Itisa re-
lease from all his heavy carcs ; from all his con-
tendings against sin ; from all his troubles, his sor-
rows, his disappointments, Itis a call from God
to come up to the abode of purity and joy : itis 2
call from Jesus to join his glorified society, toshare
in his unbounded love, 1t isaninvitation from the
spirits of the just made perfect, to throw off the
cumbrous load of clay, and fly, on the wings of
adoring affection, to the source of immortal de-
light.

True it is also, a parting with many here who de-
scrved and enjoyed his best regards, but such part-
ing is accompanied with nothing that is permanent-
ly painful, bécause the assurance of meeting in
heaven, the habitation of the good, preserves the
mind in pesceful serenity.

Such is death to the true, the obedient disciple

PRACTICAL SERMON, NO, VI.

of the Lord Jesus. Need we ask whether hisfaith
cuables him to overcome itsterrors ? That it does
so, must be abundantly evident, To the believer,
Christ has brought life and immortality to light,
and has thus deprived death of its sting and the
grave of its terrors.

How great a blessing, then, tothe world is chris.
tiamty ! Itis a religion winch confines not its in-
fluence to any one state of human existence,—It
extends to all. In the deepest distress to which
human beings can be reduced, it is fittedto console
and comfort the mind., Nor does it restrict its re.
gards to the couch of distress—it extends them
also to the heart, pierced by the bitterness of
that grief which a consciousness of sin excites, It
speaks peace to the wounded conscicnce; it strips
the judgment scat of its terrors, and places at
the right hand of the majesty on high, a tenderand
all-prevailing Advocate, who not.only pleadsfor for-
giveness, but for grace to help us in every time of
need. \Vhen nature faints and fails, when earthly
objects have lost all their power to attract and gain
our attention, it is the strength of our hearts and
our portion forever. On the dark valley of the
shadow of death, it causes the light of a new and
more glorious world to spring. It conducts us
peacefully and virtuously to the end of our earthly
journey, and when its last step is taken, it raises
us to joy uaspeakable and full of glory, to the gene.
ral assembly of the first born in heaven, to God the
Judge of all,and to Jesus the Mediator of the new
covenant.

C. M.

PRACTICAL SERMONS.
NO. V1.
By the Rev. W.T. Leack, of Toronto.

And I wall takeaway the stony heart out of your flesh,
and give youan heart of flesh.—Ezekiel, xxxvi. 26

1t may notbe a very striking, but out of doubt,
it is a very weighty argument for the truth of our
holy faith, that it makes most effectual provision
for the cultivation of moral rectitude. In this re-
spect, its enemies, for the most part have acknow-
ledged its consistency, and any one who has the
prudence to consider, and the iutelligence to un-
derstand the efficacy of the motives which it sup-
plies, and the means and assistance which it furs
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nishes, can scarcely fuil to pereeive that it is a work
not of human contnivance but one which bespeaks
the amphitude of an infimte and divineintelligence.
It never confounds, like every other religion that
ever has e..ercised, or which yet exercises any in-
fluence upon the minds of men, the disuinction be-
tween good and evil, right and wrong, or right-
cousness and umighteousness. It never justifies
not cherishes, like the religion of the ancient hea-
thens, the indulgence of any brutish propensitics,
nor does it. dignify with the name of virtue what
was only a certain firmness of purpose in the
work of destruction—an impudent dexterity in the
art of killing their fellow-creatures. Its provi-
sions are not calculated for the vain pride of empire.
1t seeks the benefit of individuals rather than the
advantage of nations, and it secks that end by the
only means which are greatly calculated to pro-
mote ity not by adapting its institutions, its moral
precepts, andits promises to the naturally depraved
sense and corrupted heart of man, but by turning
,the affectionsof his heart into ancther end an unu-
.sual channel, by correcting the disorder of its pas-
.sions and preparing it for the enjoyment of a holy
and heavenly existence.

The religion of Jesus Christ addresses itself
neither exclusively to the imagination, nor exclu-
sively to thercason, nor exclusively to the heart of
man. To each of these facultics or parts of his
constitution, it allows its due occasion of exercise
and its proper influence; but while it indeed re-
quires them all, it demands the aficctions of the
heart as pecoliarly indispensable, This is the
temple where it loves chiefly to dwell, whereitsin-
fluence is most sensibly felt, and indeed, whereits
power is most urgently required. This is the scat
of its warfare, the field where its battles are to be
fought and its triumphs to be won. Upon this
throne it must sit, if not without dispute at least in
reality~—and in effect the sovereiguand ruler of the
individual kingdom of man,

1st. The rchgmn of Christ, we have said, does
1ot consist in the lively exercise of” xmngmatxon
upon the facts of divine revelation, It is not
cnough, that the great transactions and facts re-
vealed in the Bible, the fall of man and the means
of his recovery from the sccond death, the bless-
edness of the nngcls, the glories of heaven and the
miseries of hell; it is not enough that these and
simlar themes be contemplated with wonder and
profound interest or delight. Pleasant aud won-
drous speculatious are neither the substance nor the
end of religion. It by no means consists in the
gratification of those emotions that arise from the
taste or the poetic faucy of the mdividual, Bat
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there are many who mistake the aclivity of a strong
imagination for its sum and substance, It be-
hoves, them, however, to reinember that between
theso two, there is a very wide distinction, The
gifts of God are not the grace of God; for the
natural advantages which the providence of heaven
may bestow upon any person, however rare and ad-
mirable they may be, are no indication that they
who possess them are peculiarly in. favor with
God. The man to whom it is given to meditate
easily and intently upon matters of religion, to
think of them s a connoisseur, or as one revolves
in his mind afterwards the strange sights he has
secnand the curious adventures which he has per-
formed ina dreamn, but to whom it is not given to
reduce any doctrine or precept of the gospel to
practice, nor to be tremblingly aliveto the immense
stake which he himsclf has involved in the rustter
—that man has no more reason to suppose that
God intends his salvation, merely because he has
given him the power of contemplating these things,
than a rich man hasto imagive that he has secured
the favour and forgiveness of God, because God
has granted him riches, and waters his fields with
the rain that falls from heaven. Itisa property
very observable in those who only imegine reli-
gion, that they always fly to its loftiest pinnacles
and seek only to cxplore its dark and mysterivus
recesses.  Some flight of fancy always hurries
them away from theuseful and practical, andinstead
of diligent meditation, instead of prudent discip-
line and well ordered devotion,instead of secking to
have their hearts established by grace, they indulge
their contemplation without any design of making
it cffective, they take up with high specula-
tions, doubtful interpretations of unfulfilled proph-
esies, and any dark subjects which their imagina-
tions may fill with the immense and marvellous,
forgetting all the time that one grace of the heart,
one word spoken in christian charity—and with un-
affected meckncess, that a cup of water administer-
ed for Christ’s sake, is worth a thoucand specula-
tions of the liead, though they reached as far asan
angel's,

In alliance with the ardent imaginations of re-
vealed truths, there is often found a depraved self-
estectn—a combination which gives birth toa moral
phenomenon of'a very deplorable character, though
not of rare occurrence. Of all the sources of er-
ror and guilt, there is none, citherin the impenitent
or m the believer lnmsclfy that requires to be more
suspiciously guarded agninst and to be subjected to
severerscrutiny and mortification, than the sclf-love
which persvades a man to believe that whatever
the case of others may be, ke is certain of beiug

excmpted from the anger of God, or which fillshis



‘210

mind with ‘a vain and groundless confidence that
‘he has reason to believe himself a special favorite
:of God. In the impemtent,it 1s often the source
of that persuasion by which he is brought at last to
lovk upon his sins without shame, and by which
his heart is steeled against every impression of fear,
till he can outface the aversion and scorn of men,
and perpetrateiniquity before the eye of God with
‘heroic confidence and courage, 1lis self-csteem
:gives him the delusive idea of exemption from
the strictness of God's law, He sces not theflame
-inthe ayc of his Malker, and cannct suffer himsclf
-to believe that it will ever strike him with terror.
In the believer, it is an clement of character that
is infinitely dangerous—it enables him to construct
a morality of his own. It can only be neutralized
and kept in chains from the work of sin, by an ex-
‘traordinary portion of dwine grace, A depraved
-self-esteem in combination with 2 powerful imagi-
nation, is the infallible precursor of an insane fa-
naticism. It duimimshes the distance between God
and the sinner, and converts the devout and reve-
rent communion of the soul with its Creator, into a
familiar companionship—into the easy terms of a
profanc intimacy, while it makes its possessor the
subject of its imposture. What a cunning, whata
dangerous passion isan exorbitant sclf-esteem,
united with a hively imagination of the mysterious
truths of our holy faith, when finding no food to
satisfy the largeness of its appetite in the ordinary
path of good and happy men, it betakes itself ra-
paciously to the pastures of the boundless fields of
heaven. It can,revel there in an hinmensity of
transports, and sce sights wlich no eye ever saw,
and recawve gifts, as it supposes, that put toshame
the whole world of living wen, and by special in-
spiration, becomes, no doubt, the sole depository
of the sccrets of God on carth, [ts propertyisto
subdue all things toatself. It assumes the patron-
age of conscience by an easy assault and makes
that very faith, which is the holy iustrument of a
sinner’s selvation, the means of ministering to its
appetite for idcal transports. Leta young man in
whose characteran overgrown self-esteem exists in
combination with an ardent imagination, carry the
unabated magnitude of the passion into the new
ficld that has béen opened up to him—into the glo-
rions and unfathomable mysterics of rehgion.—
Hitherto, from the day of his birth, his mtercourse
with his fellow-creatures has directly controlied
the passion which lurked and. ruled inkim, No
‘one allowed the claim, of which it was carnestly
intent upon procuring the admission. There was
an immense discrepancy between the respect which
was sought for and arrogated, and the grounds up-
on whichit was demanded. e asked it, because
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he passionately desired it; but no one, save himself,
could sce a sufficient reason for so great a demand,
The passion, therefore, in tlis his prior intercourse
with the world was beaten back, confronted ‘and
forced to be moderate. But thereafter, when the
whole radiance of religious truth begins .0 dawn
upon him, the pent-up passion rejoices in the things
of heaven and cternity, asall its own, What has
been denied to men, (were truth its utterance it
would say) will be granted to me by God. It proudly
commits itself, therefore, upon the mysterics of
eternity—and from the very devotedness of its zea),
it derives an argument by which it flatters itself
into the belief of an altogether ¢xtraordinary and
peculiar intercourse with God. The royal and
open high-way by which other men slowly travel
in the journey to heaven, by the arduous duties of
their calling, and with faith sometimes bright and
sometimes dim, is no road for a spirit of this sort
in which to exercise the part of a pilgrim. e
soars aloft——the high_hills are no impediment, his
sins are no burden, and what are temptations to
others to tarry by the way-side, he ran surpass at
a bound, and never rests satisfied till he is constitu-
ted prime minister in the religious affairs of an ac-
cursed world, and sent, as a matter of course,
the only accredited ambassador to.men from the
court and sanctuary of heaven. The message
which he supposes himself to have beeninstructed
to convey, appears generally to others as neither
genuine mor creditle, and doubtless, it scems to
him a matter of grcat astonishment that itis not
implicitly received.  Dut the consequence of this
rejection by otlers, deserves to be noted, It is the
conclusion of the mental and moral proress of
sclf-love and religious ideality—and is in exact co-
incidence with numberless instances with which the
history of mauhind furnishes us ; he denounces to
the wrath and punishment of God every one who
refuses to reccive the matter to which he testifics.
The crisis and conclusion of Lis passionate imagi-
nation of religious truth terminate in 2 malign
proscription of his whole specics to the woes of
everlasting death. Iow invaluable to such a per-
son would be a serious and constant inclination of
his mind to the precept of the Psalmist, ¢Stand in
awe and sin not, comraune with your own heart up-
on your bed and be still;” for religion is a still, a
sober, and silent thing, and consists not in sport-
ings of the fancy norin whitlwinds of passion, but
in a new heart, a heart of kindness, charity, or
“flesh.”

Again, religion does not consist in the under-
standing merely of the truths of divine revelation.
One may have a large measure of religious know-
ledge, a clear and accurate understanding of all its
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doctrines and institutions ; the house of his reason
may.be replenished with all the learning of the fa-
thers, and may be capable of containing all the de
tails of religious truth, and of embracing within
its comprehension the whole system of its princi-
ples, and yet the person may be posscssed of little
or no religion. Unless his knowledge be brought
into the temple of the heart, it can never be an ac-
ceptable offering -for the altar of God—he willnot
accept of it as a sacrifice. It can never rise up in
sweet memorial before him; for thoughinitself) ithe
amost desirable advantage, yet, having no connee-
tion with tho heart, it is an offering altogether unfit
forreligious purposes. Itis the mere skin of the vic-
tim or as the flesh of awine, no proper material for
the high priest and bishop of our souls, If the
degree of religious knowledge were a fit measure
of the religion of a man, then a gensualist and a
cheat, a proud man, 8 malicious mamn, and 2 pro-
fane person, might at the same time be a religious
man ; and it is to be feared, that it is by no means
uncommon to find those who are well versed inthe
languagoe and doctrines of the scriptures, who can
reason with 1 clear and piercing intelligence, and
state the abstract points of theology with great
precision and nicety of expreseion, utterly devoid
of that which constitutes the very life and soul
of religion, o new heart, o heart of tleésh.

It will not be inferred from this, it is to be hoped,
that we have any intention of disparaging the ac-
quisition of religious knowledge, or of undervaluing
the duty of a rigorous application of the mind to *he
understanding of thetrutls of christianity, It isob-
vious to every one, that therc canbe no cliristianity
at all where its doctrines are neither known nor un-
derstood, and the man whose heart is most deeply
interested in the matter, will always be the first to
desire, and the most diligent in secking the know-
ledge of that divine charter whichis the instrument
of Lis salvation from death, and reconciliation to
God, Still, it is necessary to settle it well in the
mind, that to know the truth is a thing widcly dif-
ferent from its being an cffectual means of salva-
tion, Onemay kuuvw all mysteries, or suppoze that
he docs so, and be acquainted with the road that
leads him fairly to heaven; but what signifies his
knowledge if it have no power to persuade him. to
holiness, or what avails to be acquainted with the
way to hieaven if he prefers the road that conducts
hiin to hell 7 The.case, however, is mightily altera
od,.if together with the knowledge of the truth, he
joins the love of it in his heart ; if by the grace of
God, it has been made cfficacious for the produc-
tion of holiness, if the stony heart has been teken
away and a heart of flesh substituted, then, indecd,
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the business of the man’s salvation has been brought:
to a favorable conclusion ; then may he lift np his:
soul in perpetual thankegiving, and take to hime
self; without the imputation of a vain and fanatical
spirity the consolation and joy which belong to an
heir of immortality—~for he hns the best assurance
that God has not forgotten to be gracious to
him, and salvation has already ccme into his
house.

It 18 a proof of the wisdom of God, that the rev-
clation wlich he Las made for the recovery and,
salvation of men, 18 noi adapted merely to the cir-
cumstances of a few, but 1s fitted to the state and
circutnstances of all. No one can say, that the
means of salvation are suited to the case of an-
other, while it is unpossible they could ever have
becn designed for him. Had the glad tidings f
redemption, before they could have had any prac-
tical effectand commanicated any blessing, required
large measures of knowledge, and extraordinary
learning and research, then would he that is wise
according to the flesh, have had the best chance of
becoming wise unto salvation. But the case is
widely different, and it was one of the distinguish-
ing circumstances of the mission and transactions
of Jesus, that the poor should have the gospel
prezched unto them; that no order or cluss of
mca should be peremptorily excluded, but that all
might humble themsclves before the majesty of
Gol, and scek to walk in the enly way which he
has vpened up to the joys of heaven.

If a man’s heart be right with God, there is no
great danger of his being miscarried by such g
speculative error as amounts to an apostacy from
the truth. When the truth is erroneously taught,
it is no unreasonabl¢ suspicion, that sin may have
blended with the error—at Jeast, itis commonly
understood in matters of religion, that sucha
chargeis implied ; and as it is far from being a
pluasing theme, to be warned of our danger by the
sound of an alarm, or to have our natural pride of-
feuded by finding our errors exposed and our fond
cpinions strengly impugned, it often happens that
lic who has crred from the right, wanders the far-
ther astray when the truth in Christ is vindicated,
that his passions take the governance of his reason,
that he identifics himsclf with his opinion, till he
Lrings limself to such a pass, that his mind is
incapable of conviction and his heart past per-
suasion,

The history of the Church of Christ furnishes
but too many examples of this melancholy perver-
sity ; and we owe it to the bounty of a merciful
God, that those dark and evil influcnces which have
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combined in all ages to assail the Holy Word, have
not quenched its light upon the carth and muflled
from our souls forever the secret of a Redcemer’s
Jove.

1t is not from any want of evidence that ménare
averse to the belief of tho scriptures, nor from any
deficiency in the faculty of rcason that they are so
often unable to appreciate the evidence which de-
monstrates the truth of the gospel. It can fur-
nish no apology to the unbelicver, that he either
supposes the evidence tobe deficient or his reason
incompetent, There is no just cause of complaint
for deficiency of these, but there is the evil bias
of a treacherous heart, & certain loathing of what
is pure and sacred, an utter distelish of every thing
in which God is obviously concerned, and a settled
reluctancy of nature against the strictness of the
law which God has prescribed. These are the
things that. interpose between the reason of men
and God’s instructions, and render a new heart so
indispensable for the full apprehension of the truth,
This is the moral darkness which blinds their eyes
and makes them incapable naturally of perceiving
any excellencies in God, or the beauties of that holi-
ness which God requires. This is the natural un-
godliness, the original inclination to sin, to retreat
from God and be in love with what is opposite
to lis character and commandments, which is
so variously represented in the scriptures, and
so repeatedly pressed upon our conviction ; and
this were sufficient to make dark the understanding
of an angel, though placed under the wings of
the cherubim and in the open radiance of the di-
vine glory.

* That the judgmentsof men are much influenced
by their affections, 1sa fact that might receive its
illustration by instances in every department of
humen knowledge. The cause is prejudged, even
when reason pretends to be the sole judge -
and you have only to consult your experience to
recollect innumerable cases of that mental delusion
which renders all reasoning nugatory, because the
ground was pre-occupied by some private preju-
dice—cases, in which the clearer your demonstra-
tion, the greater the determination of the opponent
to thaintain the ground and fortify the defences of
his error.

In morals and religion, persuasion aganst the
heart is a contradiction in terms, and however 1re-
sistibly a conclusion may be shewn to be deduced
from a series of reasonings, such regsonings are
found to be no match for human passions, and no
sufficient instrument for the produc.ion of a state
of grace and salvations It need not be matter of
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wonder, then, that so many disbelieve the truth in
Christ, since there are so many who from the car-
liest prime of life till life’s Iast day, whose passions
have engaged them in a constant defence of their
objects, and by consequence, in course of uniform
hostility against that divine revelation which sccks
to put them in chaing and correct their disorder,
They live and move and have their being in God,
but have turned away from the light of his counte.
nance with careless indiffcrence or determired
aversion, They may acknowledge it abstractly
to be a good and pleasant thing to love and obey
him, who has always loved them and been their
best friend and bountiful benefactor, but have ever
found it most acceptable to their heart, to act as if
there were no God, and have really desired when
opposite claims came to present themselves, that
no God were, His goodness has ever been to
them a fountain of never failing blessings, but with
what gratitude have they received them? and the
gorrows which he designed should have led them
to seck a treasure in hecaven, have fallen to the
ground without good, and left the heart more har-
dened than before. However impressively God may
have called them, they have had no inclination to
hearken to his voice, and if at any time serious
thoughts have arisen, they have shut them out as
injurious to their peace and contentment. They
have resolved, in short, to hold no correspondence
with God, and, therefore, have plunged more deep-
ly into the business of the world, and more largely
drunk of its joys—have resolved to serve no God,
but to please themselves. ’

How then, it may be asked, would such a per-
son be likely to act if at any time, he should take
up the word of God from curiosity, to observe what
it contained or what evidence of truth it possessed.
He would not have proceeded many pages before
he discovered that all men are by nature guilty in
thesight of God, and that there is but one way to
escape the misery of his everlasting curse. But
this is a truth which he il not believe, becausethe
belief of it would inspire an intolerable apprehen-
sion, Or if he should read that there is 2 day to
come when God will call every work into judgment
which man has done under the sun, and when we
shall all appear before the judgment seat of Christ:
this again he would be disposed to discredit, be-
cause he has no sufficient clearness of perception
of the nature and enormity of sin, no sense of his
long forgetfulness of God, and conscquently no
ground for framing a correct judgment of the ne-
cessity and equity of such a procedure. Need it
then be matter of wonder, if he should be inclined
to thrust the book aside, to kecp his feet from




PRACTICAL SERMON, XO. VI,

drawing near to the courts of God's house, and be-
take himself with greater ardour to dissipate, by
flat infidelity, his unpleasant reflections, and sc-
cure what he calls lis peace of ming from the inva-
sions of truth,

Again, such is the purity, and so broad the mea-
sure of God’s law, as to produce: almost of neces-
sity, a dislike and revulsion in the mind of the natu-
ralman, The length and breadth of the duties
which bind the disciples of Christ, alarm his fears
and reprove his defects. The self sacrifice which
they require, is deemed too great, yea, impossible
tobe borne. If the terms of salvation had been
casiery his belief of divine truth would have been
wouderfully facilitated.  But low, for instance,
can he brook to become humble, according to the
cxample and express precepts of the Redeemer?
Nothing can be more at variance with the most
powerful principles of his nature and the ends
which he has proposed to himself as absolutely in-
dispensable to his present happiness. This first
commandment of Jesus, therefore, were sufficient
toturn the full tide of his affections against the be-
lief of the gospels

Apain, it is requisite for him that would become
wise unto salvation, to receive the truth in Christ
with docility of mind, and with meckness of heart,
willing to be led, as it were, by the hand, into the
road to heaven, praying to be filled with God’s
love, and to be enlightened with the knowledge of
divine truth; and surely no dispositionand practice
could be more becoming in a creature towards its
Creator, in him who was fashioned out of the dust
towdrds an infinite and glorious God. But thisis
not a rule which can very readily commend itself
to a person over-confideat in his own wisdom.
He will condescend to be a believer only in his
own way, and supposes himself qualified to de-
monstrate the truth or falseness of God’s word,
He will feed bis objections, demur and stagger at
every sceming obstacle, till he becomes as blind te
the open radiance that beams from every page as
he that is blind is to the beauty and magnificence of|
external nature,

In the same manner, it might be spoken of every
other besetting sin and sinful error. Single or
combined, they form a barrier to the reception of
the truth into the soul that can be broken down and
removed only by the power of an Almighty God.
Reason cannot surmount the fence which innumer-
able sinful habits have drawn around it. It is car-
tied captive hy every passion, or thrust asidewhen it
refuses to judge on the side of inclination, ¢I wil)
do whatever I please,” is the natural language of
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every human heart; “I will belicve only what
pleases me,” is its noless natural and universal sen-
timent,

What then is the main distinction of the chris-
tian character? WWhat is that which is the chief
badge of" his profession? Is it that he loves to
contemplate the inysteries of christianity, that he
roves in imagination among the stately pillars and
through the magnificent and splendid apartments
of the temple ? Oris it that he has duly studied
the proportions of theedifice and is acquainted with
its whole plan from the foundation upwards,
through all its passages and inmost recesses? Nei-
ther of these constitutes the chief distinction of a
believer. Neither the lofty imagination of reli-
gious things, nor the sharp understanding of reli-
gioustruths cansave the maninthe hour of hisneed.
His gifts may perish with him and may only load
him, in his condemnation, with a heavier curse,—
What then is that, being possessed of which, we
possess all things, and wanting which, we yet want
all things? Ttis that which the Lord our God has
promised in the text, © T will take away the stony
heart out of your flesh, and I will give you an heart
of flesh.”

A heart of flesh is one of those general expres-
sions which designate that great moral and spiritu-
al change which isat once the effect and evidence
of faith. Isit not the great and declared intent of
the scriptures, of thet revelation which God has
there recorded for our use, to prepare the heart—
to furnish the soul with mectness to dwell with him
inheaven? And is this present life of believers
not manifestly represented as a condition of proba-
tion, in which by manifold trials, by unwearied pa-
tience and constant endeavours there is,as it is
represented, arace to be run, and so run, as that
the prize be obtained—a work to be achieved while
it is day,and abattle to be fought. Thisbeing the
nature of his state, it is evident that the believer
will have to encounter and overcome @ multitude
of dangers and difficulties. His faith is no faith
unless it havethe power to sanctify him, unless it
teach and dispose him to die unto sin and live unto
righteousness—that is, unless his heart is changed,
so &s to love what God loves, which it did not do
before, and to hate what God hates, which it did
not do before. Else, why in almost every page of
the sacred word are there precept upon precept,
and line upon line—moral directions inexpressibly
various and innumerable? Else, why do we find
such minute distinctions laid down for us between
the sing that God abhors,and the acts of righteous-
ness and mercy which he Joves? And why has
thebeliever written for himan elaborate chart of the
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road to heaven and g0 precisc a description of his
spiritual cnemies ' Why, zbeveall, is it said, that
so great a thing murc be as that the spirit of God
must dwell in the heart of a man, but that he may
know with all possible clearness, and strength of
of conviction, that he must have a heart of flesh,
before he has any reason to expect the approbation
or favor of God—the prize or crown which God wil)
bestow,

A heart of flesh implies that sensibility of con-|.

science which enables ajperson to discriminate casily
between sin and heliness, Itis full of fear and sclf-

abascment when it has offended God, and cannot |’

. continue, without outraging itsownpromptingsand
affections, in a course of trausgression. It is full
of gratitude and love wien 1t contemplates the
goodness.and mercy of God, and cvery sin which
it.is conscious of) it considers and feels as an act of
unkindness committed agaiust its best Friend and
most bountiful Benefactor, It wereeasy to extend
this part of the discourse, by a reference to every
virtue which properly belongs to the heart of flesh,
but it is necessary to bring them to a narrow con-
clusion, There is the love of God ond the love of
our neighboury which is the fulfilling of the whole
law. There are the graces of the spirit which
Christ so well cxemplified, and which the apostle
so well expounds, There is gentleness which for-
bids the harsh construction, the rude deportment,
and the injurious suspicion. There is meckness
which casts out pride—whatsoever prideit be—that
looks witha disdainful ¢ye on any creature wluch
God has made and loves.  There is long sufiering
that stifles the vindictive umpulse wlnch always calls
aloud for punishment. There is peace, which pre-
serves in its golden bond the umty of the spirit,
allaying dissension, aud heart-burnings, and anger.
There is temperancg which secks not a vain show,
but uses the things of this world as not abusing
them. There is the love and charity with which
the believer regards the salvation of his fellow-
creatures, and which inclines and obliges him to
make a personal sacrifice to cure their temporal or
natural distresses. Thereis in shortall those gra-
ces of the spirit that constitute the crown of the
believer—a crownthat shaill rest lightly on hisbrow
and that forever; for his faith ghall. have an end
when it ischanged into vision, and his hope shall be
useless when his joy. is full, but thesé shall ¢ smell
sweet and blossom in the dust,” when the outward
man has perished, and their fragrance shall go with
him—ye3, before himinto heaven. This is the dis-
tinction of a christian, and in this manner his faith
becomes a blessing. Out of the heart are the is-
sues of life, but life ouly then when the heart of
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stone has been changed into a heart of flesh accor.
ding to that ancient promisc of God, to whom be
the praisc and glory forever.—AMgN,

IMINTS ON THE APPROACHING MEETING OF THR
SYNOD,

This number of our Magazine will be put into
the hands of our readers just before the time of the
meeting of Synod: that supreme. judicatory or
our church being appointed to meet in Montreal on
the 2d day of August, at 12 o’clock, noon. We
can well reckon on the indulgence of our brethren,
its members, in tendering to them one or two coune
sels an this occasion, The attendance both of
ministers and cllers at the last two meetings
was less than usual ; and this we fear, s attris
butable in the case of ministers at lcast, to their di-
miuished resources. We know well, that almost
all of them are straitened in their incomes ; yet we
would ey to them, do your utmost~make all pru-
dent sacrifices to take your own proper part in. the
business of the church,

And, we would say to those who administer the
pecuniary affairs of our congregations, come forward
with your contributions to your pastors, at least, if
not also to yourelders, that they may assemble in
council on theaflairs of thechurch. Remember that
they meet not for any distinct interest of their own,
but, if true to their office, for your spiritual wel-
farc, and the establishment and advancement of
the kingdom of the Saviour in these regions, Con-
sider that someeritical questions are already under
the discussion of the Synod, or may fall to be dis-
cussed—such as the stand to be taken for the
tights of thechurch under the Treaty of Union, the
extent to which the church shoull acquiesce, in
the distribution of the clergy rese.ves amongstall
the religious denominations in the Province, the
measures to be adopted foreducatiog those youths
amongst us who are already aspiring to the minig.
try, and for founding a permanent collegiate insti-
tution, Itisnot fit that questionslike these should
be left to the decision of a small and partial repre-
sentation of the church, Those to whom it may
be conceded to act as leaders amongst us, howev-
cr convinced of the soundness of the measures
which they support, and which also they may be




CRITICAL

sbleto carry ina thin housc, must yet proceed with
‘s certain fultering and hesitation in the execution of
them, when they know not how far they can
count omt the co-operation of many of the ubsent
‘brethren.

-Besides, mecting as the Synod does, at different
‘times, in placesso remote as T'oronto and Montreal,
‘there is no small danger, that the business of tlie
-church shall be conducted in each place, not only
.by different men but but also, insome respects, in
-different 'ways and on different principles,

In ecclesisstical as well ag civil matters, senti-
mentsand opinions, important enoughto constitute
‘a partizanship amongst those who entertain them,
areoften local ; and hence, a reason for.the mem-
‘bers-of a court, like-our Synod, to attend it from
‘ali quarters of the territory. But,in order to the
sttendance of those who are at an extreme dis-
‘tance from the place of meeting, they should beas-
sisted with pecuniary aid from congregational
funds. We dare not put on record how great
_proportion of tho whole stipend of some ministers
inthe Upper Province would be consumed in taking
them to and from Montreal-—to sey nothing of the
expense of living there.

Our brethren who are preparing to attend, must
‘bear with a word of coynsel from us.

And 1st, we would say, let those who ere in-
tending to originate any new measures or to dis-
cussmeasures already proposed, endeavour to come
to the discussion of - them with views well studied
and matured. This is duc not less to the Synod
than to every measure that may be proposed in it.

‘ed. ‘Let those who have any measures to pro-
posey ponder well the practicableness of them. The
_pastrecords of the Synod afford sad memorials of
resolutions that have never been cerried into ef-
‘fect,and of the appointment of committees that
have -never met, or ut least, never reported their
‘proceedings, and we fear we may add, of the refer-
ence of business to Presbyterics that has never
been taken up,

8d. Let ministers and Presbytery clerks be faith-
ful in producing their several statistical returns.
Much may be made of these, both by those who
arcaiming at promoting the internal improvement
of tho church, and those who are contending for
her temporal rights,

4th, Let usall keepin mind thatthe great ob-
Jjects of our mecting—-subordinate to the glory of
God, are—the purity, pcace and enlargement of the
church ;. and that these arc attainable through the

n
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Duvine blessing only by wisc counsels, enlarged
charnity, firn decisionsy and sclf-denying labours.—
Lt us cume together, then, in a dependance ontho
grace of our cotnmon Lord and Master. And as
we leave our flocks for a scuson, let us earnestly
crave their prayers in our behalf) that the word of
the Lord may run and bave free course aud be glo-
rified.

CRITICAL NOTICE.

TIHE DUTIES OF SUBJECTS TO TIIEIR RULERS, WITIL A SPP-
CIAL VIEW TO TiE PRESENT TIMES; A SERMON PREACH-
ED IN TIE PRESDYTERIAN CIICRCH OF S \RBOROLUGH,

ON A DAY UF THAMKaulVING.—DY TIIE REV, JAME3

GEURUE, BUNISTER UF SLARLOROUGH,
Pro Rege, Lege et Geege,

Chliristianity puurs no small contenipt on military
sluty.  Itraniks the occupation of the soldier in the
sae class with that of the officer of a municipal po-
lice and the common exceutioner.  And yet, in pro-
portion as the art of war is thus debased, the chris-
tian may exhibit the greater moral heroism when he
hegirts himsclf with arms.  Oh, how opposite to ma-
ny of lis strongest feclings, to spill the blood of a fel-
low-creature—to his sense of the immense importance
of time as a period of probation for eternity, to be
employed in cutting short that time to those whom he
cannot but regard as ill prepared for their final ac-~
comnt! And yet, when the maintenance of law.and
order, of liberty and all other carthly possessions, yea,
and cventually, of the spiritual privileges of the com-
mumty, requires the christian to take up arms; his
feelings of pity to wreiched traitors and public ene-
mues must ho suppressed—he  goes forth as * the min-
wster of God to exceute wrath on those who do evil,”?

Amongst the thousands of cur population who
were recently in arms, were many members of our
church, not a few clders, and even one or two min-
isters.  And we know from the testimony of several,
what we could otherwise well have “believed—that
many of them'felt a peeuliar struggle, when they. re-
ccived the musket and fixed the bayonet—not with
the cmotions of fear for personal interests, but with
the fear of doing violence to all those principles.of the
Gospe! which stands out in opposition to war.

The members of our church in the township of
Scarbwrough, were annently distinguished for the part
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-hey took in repclling the recent insurrcction.  They
. were amongst the first who repaired to the relief of Yhe
city of Toronto: they weren the fiont of the bagle,
oz rather pursuit, of the rebels in Yonge street; and in
their barracks and on thur march, like the soldiers of
- the Covenant 200 years ago, they had their pastor with
then. And now to thar higher hionour be it said,
they have called on him to print the sermon which he
preached to then on the occasivn of the public thanks-
giving for the suppressivn of the insurrcction, and
that scrmon, we venture 10 say, was amongst the best
that were preached on that day.

Like all the sermons of Mr. George which we have
hicard, and like the onc which he publishid, and \v,jxich
we reviewed in an carly number of this Journul—it
is a powerful and massive discourse. We perccive
some want of care or of ad in the Jointing and pol-
isking its minuter parts, but it has many substantial
cxcellencics. It 1s founded on these words of Paul:
¢ Let every soul be subject unto the higher powers.'—
Romans, xiii. 1., and the scope of itisto sct forth the
dutics of subjects to their rulers.  ‘Lhese are illus-
trated and enforced under the following heads:

1. That it is the duly of all good subjeets to pray
Jor their rulers. .

Y. Thatit is tac duly of subjects to pay taxes,
“that the Gorerament under achiek they liveyand by
whick they are protecled, may be supporled.

1. That subjects oughdt to honour their ruders.

IV. Itis the duty aof subjccls, in all cascs, 1o aid
their rulers ; and, if assailed by vivlence, to defend
theme.

.

In the illustration of these, there is greater minute-
ness in cxpounding the prineiples of the British Con-
stitution and of other topics which go to constitute
the argument for the expedicncy of submission to m-
Ters, than what we conecive to be strietly praper for a
pulpit discourse; hut, a considerable latitude mitst be
given to preachers on such oc , and certainly no
minister who was limsclf a good subject, conld on our
day of public thanksgiving have contented “himself
with an illustration of the dutics of subjeefs'in the

" abstract. -

o
We carnestly wish an extensive circulation for this
. Scnuon in our congregations.

v .

Wetake a few passages from it at sandom; any
onc page of itis a fair specimen of the whele

Under the fourth head, which states it tobe * tic
axly of subjects, in all cases, 1o aid their vilers, and,
if assailed by cialencs, to defeud thom,” wequote the
following remarks: i

“ This may he looked at under twoaspeats.  Firse,
it is the duty of all subjects toaid their ruless in car-
rying the laws into cficct. It really matters wnthing,
how excelicntsoever the laws may be, unless the peo-

. Dle gencrally are ready o lend lival westiance i de-
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tecting offenders, and in bringing the guilty to punisi.
ment. Without such aid from the people, the nagis.
rate will be impotent, and the Jaw become a dead
letter. Andthis truth and its consequences are just
the more apparent the freer the civil institutions of q
countiv are.  Where disregard to the laws begins, ail
safety ends  Norcan there be a more dangerous state
of things, than when criminals can counton apuny,
from the protection thrown around them by the marbg
?'m athy of a conununity ignorant or regardless of
the high claims of justice.  Everv man—the meanes
not less than the greatest—shonld feel that he hasa
deep interest in the laws being fully supported, and
the claums of justice buing ever held imvielate. Henee,
itis his duty to give all the assistance hic can to the
ministers of justice—the servants of Government,

“ But, second, subjects must defend rulers if they are
assailed by vivlence.  Under vrdinary circuunstances,
the regular furce of the state is quite sufficient for the
protection of authority. There may, however, be
emergencics—youare at noloss to conccive of such—
when' this force may cither not be at hand, or may
not besuflicicnt. “The path of duty is then plain—if
the Gouvernment be unprotected, and assailed by vio-
lence, every man who does not wish it “overthrown
will rush if he possibly can, to its defence. And
whenhe has doneso, and exposed himsclf to danger,
gc has done nothing more than what was barely his

uty.

“ But the discharge of this picce of duty rests, of
course, on the supposition that defensive war is law.
ful. This, you are aware, has, ol late, in this Pro-
vinee, been frequently called in question. . This opin-
ion is not novel, although it has acquired, in ons
umes, rather a novel form; and is found to embrace
principles neither wise nor safe, and, in some cases,
far from being honourable tothose who hold it.  1beg
that 3t may bedistuctly understoud, that it is my sin-
cere conviction that war on any other grounds what.
somever than those purely defeusive is the most heiv-
ous wickedness. And were it possible to collect all
thie curscs whichthe prophets of Goud ever pronounced
against sinners, and pour them forth in one deep de-
nouncement, that denvuncement ought to fall on the
gwlty heads of those inen who have been the means
of originating and carrying on unlawinl wars, Ag-
eression in this matter is 2 sort of wickedness thathas
hardly any parallcl.  But docs the eriminality of this
hiethish conduct sender detensive war unlawfiil 7 We
think the very reverse.  Itis just because men wift
make aggressive wars thatdefensive war becomes ak
solutely necessary, and, on the plainest and mont -
cred principles of justice, clearly lawful,  Xahall g
takc up your tune by any lengthened argument insup-
pott ot this. The people whom Iaddress do notnesd
argnent onso plain amatter; and they have, Irus,
too wtich honesty and loyalty t pretend perplexity of
judguent, where there is mercly perversity of wil?
Those who deny the lawiulness of defensive war for
the sake of consistency, ought to go 'a step further,
and deny the use of ol civilGovernnent. For insuch
a world as ours—and wemust just take men as they
are, and niotas we could wish them to be—a Goverr.
ment withowt furee willt very quickly be resolved into
a nmber of penons whe, bear titles—wear certain
svmbols—play their respective parts in a national pa-
geant—complacently heir,and impotently announce
opinions. It contending pariics choose to fisten, good;
it not, the matter, as far as the Government is con-
cerned; isaan end.  Butif force is used by those in
auwthoraty, in order to_carry out their decision, and if
vialence musthe employed in giving effect to” law—
in defending the innorent—or in bringing the guike

o punshment—whcther this shall be the work «f
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five men, or of fifty thousand—the prinéiple is the
same..

“In a word, a Government without force among de-
praved creatures, s will, in place of law. Tothis it
must come: and this, as it appears to me, is just no
Government at all. Excellent state of things this for
the cunning sharperand the ruffian, greedy for rapine:
what it might be to the virtuous, peaceable and sim-
ple-mindecd citizen, is quite another matter. But the
whole thing is as far wrong in an international point
of view,as it isin amunicipal. Assuredly, my bre-
thren, the time will come * when nation shall not lift
up sword against nation, neither shall they learn war
any more.”  Universal submission to the Prince of
Peace will bring all this to pass. But ere this con-
summation takes placce—a consummation for which
all christians are bound to pray and to labour—it will
be too soon “to beat our swords into ploughchares,
and our spearsinto pruning-hooks.” Jtwould be well
if ?crsonswho speculate an this matter would look a
little more carefully into the cause—the true cause of
universal peace. ‘Thecomplete triumph of the Re-
deemer’skingdom alone can bring aboutthis. Butto
expect universal peace in a world “ that lieth in wick-
edness’ is whatneither reason nor prophecy warrants.
And to suppose a Government to exist without power
toenforceall its just claims, in the various relations
in which it stands to its own subjects, and to foreign
states, isthe height of folly. A folly, it is true, quite
congruous with the other notions bred in the minds of
crazy enthusiasts. But what shall be thought of those
whoare now clamouring against defensive war, but
whoneither ask, nor are entitled to, the same apology
which, in all fairness, ought to be made for the enthu-
siast?  WWho can forbear to smile, when he sees this
affected humanity em&)]oyedto hide principles as dif-
ferent from justice and mercy, asthey are fromloyalty?
Defensive warmurder! Pity it is that John the Bape
tist did not understand this matter better, so that, in-
stead of telling soldiers * to be content with their wa-
ges,” he ought to have told them, in plain terms, that
they were murderers. 'We wonder much what these
persons would have said to St. Paul, when he accepted
2 guard of Roman soldiers, to protect him from the
daggers of assassins, on his way from Jerusalem to
Cesarea? On more occasions than one didthis Apos-
tle find, that -human law would have beentohima
poor protection, had the magistrate borme no sword,
orhorne itin vain. Itis not a little surprising some-
umes, tosec extremes mect.  The upholder of despo-
ticauthority cries out, there must on noaccount what-
ever be any defensive war. Lie downanddie. The
man whoissecretly preparing arms to overthrow the
Government, exclaims how horrible to think of men
kep on pay to destroy their fellow-creatures—all war
ismurder. All war, we presume, butbis own.

‘There is something wrong—the intellect of the con-
science js diseased, ot it is mere hypocrisy in a man
todeclaim against defensive war. To ‘execrate as
murderersall who have drawn the sword in defence
of lawand human rights, isto execrate some of the
noblest for moral worth whose namesadora_the page
of sacred or profane history, Whileto condemn the
principle in unqualified terms;, is to shield the guiltly
—1o hold out aninducement for the commission of the
most horrid crimes—is to be wiser and more benevo-
Jent than Almighty God—is to play the foo) or the
Imave in 2 mannet truly deplorable.” What! are we
10 see 2 horde of men—men in nothing but the form
—&lundering, burning, and murdering around us,
and shall we meet them only with opinions and a
peals? Tsviolence, when suffering helpless innocen-
<y is fiving before its gory weapons, 10 be met with

nothing bat cozol reasoning.—~Contemptible madness,
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cruel mercy were this. And when you see the Gov-
ernment and the Constitution under which you live,
and in which you find so large a share of all your
eartlly happiness treasured up, openly assailed by
wicked men, are youto stand coolly by and witness
all, all torn 10 pieces, and scattered to the winds, and
a whole country filled with confusion, lamentation,
and woe? Thisyouhavenot done. This, Iventure
to affirm, you will notdo. A} boasting apart, as mor-
ally indecorous, I fearlessly aver, that ere that glori-
ous symbol of liberty that waves on a thonsand towers,
from the banks of the Ganges to those of the St. Law-
rence, istorn to the dust in our Western Capital, by
the hands of home-bred traitors, or foreign sympathi-
zers,there are many hearts in Upper Canada that
will warm to desperate defiance: and if that day of
deep desecration and woe comes, that shall see our
Constitution and British connection perish, there are
many hearts now warm that will be cold ere that
day's sun shall go dowu.”

ECCLESIASTICAL INTELLIGERNCR,

——

THE PRESDYTFAIES OF PBATHURST AND TORONTO.~=
It is our earncst desire that the end and aim of our
journa! should be one and single—the advanccment of
““thetruth which is according to godliness;” and if
this object be but feebly promoted by it, we fear that
some of our brethren on whose co-operation we had
reckoned, and were entitled to reckon, will not easily
exonerate themselves from blame. Few pens have
recently been employed o Jend us a helping hand ; and
even the clerks of presbyteries scem to have forgotten
that the proceedings of their courts might be profitably
known beyond their own immediate precincts.

‘We have accidentally seen in the hands of a friend,
a circular of the Presbytery of Bathurst which we
have much pleasure 1n copying. Subjoined to itis a
scheme of appointments for preaching in 20 different
stations by six of the brethren. According to the
scheme, each minister is out eight successive days in
the half year, preaching ten imes during these days
sothat each place is visited three times during the half
year. Other presbyteries, we know, are actingon a
similar plan, though not, we believe, 30 systematically
as the Bathurst brethren.

According to the VL. atticle in the annexed plan,
the Bathurst Presbytery seem desirous to employ a
“ Lay Missionary.” ‘We fear that some hypercritical
committee of the Synod in revinng ther records may
move fora nole to he affixed to this- unecclenastical
likelangusge. 'We presame that ourdevoted brethren
of the East meant a catechist, or reader, or exhorter.

P | This order of labourers i3 known in our scheme of

church government.  Butaf they will consult M'Cnie’s
Life of Knox, they will find that these labourers of old



218 ECCLBSIASTICAL
were not easily restrained within the limits of scrviee
assigned them, but were ever intruding into the funce
tions of the preacher; and our own obscn ation of the
procedure of one whom the presbytery of Toronto em-
ploycd, makes us doubt the practicability of employ-
ing such labourers to any considerable extent in con-
sistency with our pracuice of admutng to ministerial
ordination only those who with higher gifts, possess
those of literature and science.

The exhortation of the catechist may bea sermon
or & lecture in his own account and that of hishearers;
and it is very natural for him to expect when in his
own opinion and that of others he cxercises his gift
well, that he should be eligible to the ministerial wotk.
And he will fret against thc regulations which cxc!ude
him from this, as do the inferior officcrs in our armics
against those regulations which all but deny the re-
wards of rank to mere military virtucs however cmi-
nent,

Catechists or Lay exhorters, if we may usc the
phrusc—for we have our doubts as to the propricty of
its usein our presbytcrian nomenclature—should either |5
not be employed at all, or they should be taken from
the order of men who are under traming for the mumis-
try, and towhom it is nccessible. But we are wan-
dcring from our subject.  The following is the paper
to which we have referred :

PLAN FOR CONDUGTING MISSIONARY LADGURS, ADOPTED LY
THE PRESBYTERY OF TATIIURST; AND PREACHING AP-
POINTMENTS FOR THE PRESENT YEAR.

PLAN,
1. That a certain aumber of preaching stations be
selected, which shall be divided into two parts, ench
part {o bcsupplxcd once in three months, by a Minis-

ez of the Preshytery, the members of which shall offi-
ciate in rotation,

1. That at cach station, the people attending be or-
ganized as a Congregauon, Managers be appomntad,
and if practicable, & fit person to lead their devotions,
whea on tho Sabbath they huve no regular Minister 1o
officiate.

IIL. That in cach Congregation there Le a Sub-
scription list opened, under the dircetion of the Man-
agers, who shall pay over, half yearly, in the months
of January and July, what they have collceted, to the
“Freasurer of the Missionary Fund, under the direce
uonof the Presbytery.  From tlus fund, the Preach-
crs emnloyed shall be allowed a reasonable allowance
for their travelling expenses, by an order upon the
Trcasurer, at cack meeting of Presbytery.

IV. That at cach station, the subscribers, with
their familics, and such -poor persons as arc not able
o contribute any thing, shall constitutc the congre

gation.

INTELLIGENCE,

V. Each Preacher employcd shall, at the next
meeting of Presbytery, report the result of his Iabours,
when farther instructions shall be given, so that the
work may becarricdon in a uniforms manner.

VI. That a lay person, if onc qualificd can he
found, be as soon as possible engaged by the Fresby.
tery, toact as a Missionary under their direction, in
the destitute scttlements within their bounds.

(Signed)
T. C. WILSON,
Preshytery Clerk.

Nore—The scheme of appointments which we do
not quote, runs from June 26th, 1838, to January
9th 1839,

From a member of the presbytery of Toronto, we
have obtained the following interesting intelligence.
At their meeting in the month of May, in the City of
Tloronto, ¢ On a reference from a member of the court
for advice in regard to the course to be pursued by a
session towards a person applying for church privile-

ges who hiad taken part in the late insurrection, the
presbytery declare it to be the duty of the session, to
endeavour to bring him to ascnse of the heinous
wickedness of his conduct, and, in the event of theie
being satisfied with his contrition, and with his views
and deportment in other respects to admit him to
church privileges; and they further declare, that it is
the duty of sessions in case of ‘their knowing that any
members of the church had had art or part in the
late insurrection, to deal prudently and earncstly with
them in order to impress them with a sense of their
guilt, and to admonish and reprove them as they shall
sce good for cdification. And in any case in which
no contritior for guilt of this kind is expressed, the
presbytery recommend sessions to suspend the  offen-
ders from the communmion of the church, and tv report
any such proceedings to the presbytery.

At the meeting of the same presbytery in Toronto
township, on the 10th and 1Xth inst,, it was resolved
10 overture the Synod to take farther measures for di-
recting and cncouraging the young men who have al-
ready avowed their desire to study for the ministry,
ard to prosccute vigorously the foundation of a theo-
logical college.  Also, to ovirture the Synod for the
admission into the church, of ministers and probation-
ers of the Synod of Ulster, who shall have subscrib-
cd the Confession of Faith.

On a reference for advice as to the course to be
pursucd towards members of the church who absent
themselves from preaching and from sealing ordinan-
ces—* The presbytery declare it1o be the duty of scs-
sions to dcal patiently and affectionately with such
persons, and in the cvent of their giving no satisfac-
tory reasons for their, conduct, to admomsh and ulti-
matcly suspend them from the communion of the
church if it be thought necessary—that such cases be
reported from time to time tothe presbytery, and no
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farther steps taken without the consent of the pres-
bytery.”

We should have before mentioned what the same
informant hias told us, thatthe Rev. William Ritchie,
formerly of St, Luke's, Demarara, has been induct-
ed to the pastoral charge of the congregation of New-
Market. The next mecting of the Presbytery isto be
held at Toronto on the 2d day of October, at 7 o'clock
P.M. DMu. Ritchieto preach on the occasion,

Gexerat, AsSEMDLY OF THE CITURCH OF SCOTLAND.—
On Thursday, Maythe 17th, the Venerable Assembly
of our Church met in Edinburgh, About I2 o’clock
the Lord Iigh Commissioncr (Lord Belhaven) an
suite repaired to the High Church. The Rev. Dr.

.Gardincr of Bothwell, Moderator of last General As-
.sembly, preached from2d Cor, iv. 7.

Divine service being concluded, bis Grace the
Commissivnerandsuiteprocecded tothe TronChureh,
where the Assembly met, and was constituted with the
usual sulemnity.

Dr. Gardiner after acknowledging the high hon.
our which had been conferred on him by the kind-
ness of the last General Assembly, proposed as his
successor, the Rev. Dr. William Mutr, who thereup-
on ]was elected Moderator, and took the Chair accord.
augly.

A full report of the Iiroccedings will, of course,
not be expected here. “We shall therefore give a

brief outline of some of the most important questions
discussed by the Venerable Assembly,

OVERTURES RELATIVE TO THE CONVERSION OF THE JEWS.

Mr. Lorimer said it was necdless to take up the
time of the Huuse by the reading of all the vvertures
on this interesting subject, as allof them were to the
same effect.  The Preshytery of Glasgow to which he

. had the honour to belong, in common with many
Presbyterics, and not a few Synods, liad sent upa most
cordial overture on this very impurtant subject.—
Not less than twelve or fourteen overtures to the
same effcct werelying onthe Avcembly’stable  The
first Overture which, he believed ecmanated from
the Presbytery of Glasgow on this subject, originated,
not from ministers, but from a large number of infla-
ential christian laymen; and in his mind it contain-
ed a fresher and decper interest on that account.
The gentleman who drew up the memorial which led
to this overture from the city of Glasgow, he was hap-
By to say, was amember of this Court; and as he in-

erited no small portion of the spirit, talent, and
christian love of some of the most distinguished fa-
thers of our Church, he would not hesitate to give
hisname, Mr. Robett Wodrow, well known in Glas-
row, a man admired and csteemed by all who knew
him. It would bz presumptaous in him (Mr. L.) in
such an Ascmb{y of fathersand brethren as this, to
urge the claim of the Jews upon thewm, from the con.
sideration of their past histury; their present condition,
or futurc prospects.  He was satisfied that the only
feeling of which they would be conscious in connec.
tion with the claim which the Jews Lad upun then,
mustbe the feeling of the church off Christ—the fecl-

[
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ing of regretthatthey had beensolong in taking up
theircause. He trusted that they should no longer
forget ancient Israel, and that the delightful harmo-
ny which had prevailed in their inferjur courts on this
subject was an earnest of the warm-hearted unanimi-
ty with which it would be received in this Court;
and that the time when God intended to favour Zion
was at last agproachiné'. The only diliculty he had
heard staricd was the danger of distiracting the atten-
tion of the church with too many separate objects.
He confessed he was much impressed with the im-

ortance of this consideration. Oneof the greaterrors
in the prosecution of missionagyobjccls hadbecnundue
expansion ; but the Jews stood on a footing so very

culiar, thathe conceived no danger of their break-
ing in upon the concentration of christians in the bene-
volent efforts they were making for enlightening the
darkness of thousands of their other fellow creatures.
No Bnnics could plead the same argument as the Jews
for being admitted into the christian_church. They
could donothing as achureh for theJews unless they
decidedly and distinctly took up their case. They
had notyet fathomed the liberality of their people.
Never bad any of them been impoverished by giving
to the causc of God; and the zeal which had been
manifested in all parts of the country in sending up
these overtures, was a proof that there was a great
deal of latent affectivn tuwards God's ancient people,
and which must lead them to belicve that it had unly
to be called forth by the church, It would not inter-
ferc with the claim of the missionaries. “The vne
cause would aid theother.  Gud never made one duty
inconsistent with another.  The great Head of the
church had already ina remarkable manner estah-
lished a connectiun between the cause.of the Jews and
the India mission. At this moment the India mis-
sion were instructing twenty Jewish childien in one
of their schouls in Bombay. Jewish parcnts wete
agpl ing to the missivn for the admitiance of their
children to the benefit of christian education. When
good people were thinking and praying at home about
what steps they ought to take in the matter of their
conversivn, a’ voice came from abroad—from their
missionaries, inviting them to enter into the Jewish
ficld, and assuring them that there was ample seope
for labour at their very doors.  Mr. Lorimer conclud-
cd by moving that the General Assembly approving of
the ubject contemplated :n the many overtures trans-
miited to them, appointd committce totake into_ con-
sidleration in what way it might be best carricd into
effeet, and repori to the Assembly.

Mr. Dempster of Denny rose to second the motion.
It was certainly a most interesting subjeet in itself, and
it wasnot the less wnteresting that the subjeet of the
conversion of the Jews, the ancient people of
Gud, should have been bruught hefore the General
Asscmbly of the Church of Scoiland, and for
the first time he belioved in any cstablished church,
on aday which is dear to the Jewish people, and hal-
lowedin their nunds by many sacred 1ecollectiuns.
He could not aveid stating that the conversion of the
Jews would be of the utimast advantage to the cause of
christianity among the Gentiles, for withthem would
the fulness of the Gentiles be brought in.

Mr. Buchan of Kelloe rejoiced that this subject re-
ceived so large a share of the attention of the Church
of Scotland, andd anticipated the happiest results from
it. The Jewish nation_had been scattered over the
face uf the carth like ehaffbefure the wind. In all
their trials and their afilictions they had remained un-
mingled with othiernations, 2 circumstance which had
never oceurred withany other people, It wasthe in-
fallible word of prophucy that the Jews were to be re-
stored, and it was surely their most incumbent duty

to dv every thing in their power to spread the light
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of the goﬁl of Jesus Christ among the chosen people
of God. doing this to the utmost they would only

be repaying a debt of gratitude to the Jews, to whom
had been committed the oracles of God. It might be
said with great truththat christianity had been nurs-
-ed in the lap of Judaism. In some glaces already the
exertions on behalf of the Jews had been successful
to a very gratifying de§ree. He himself had seen a
converted Jew, baptized at Plymouth,and he was now
2 zealous minister of the gospel of Christ. There
was a large body of the Jewish people in India, and
he could see no good reason why the support of the
Church of Scotland should not be extended to aid in
the good work now going on. The Divine favour
had heen often manifested towards the Jews, not only
by rewarding nations which have befriended them,
but by disapproval of those who have treated them
with wanton severity,. The Assembl{ could not
adopt a better step than in forwarding the objects of
the overtures, . _
Dr. Dewar did not consider himself called on to say
whether the words of the prophecy, in relation tothe
Jews were properly interpreted; yet we were under
great obligations to the ancient people of God. If it
was their duty to gointoall the world and preach the
gospel to every creature s if they are to convey.the
glaﬁidingso salvation toall who are within their
reach, surely itistheirduty 1o do all in theirpower for
the conversion of theJews. There were many en-
couraging signs of the times, and he. trusted they
would be encouraged of God to the prosecution of this
great undertaking. He approved of the appointment
of the committee, .
Afier 2 few words from Mr. Bridges the comuittee
was appointed,

OVERTURE ANEN? THE SALE OF LIQUORS ON THE
LORD'S DAY, .

On the motion of Dr. Forbes, the Assembly next
proceeded to the consideration of the overture on this
subject from the Presbytery of Glasgow. The over-
ture was read by the Clerkas follows:— e

« That whereas the existing Jaw in regard to public
houses does not make adequate provision against the
sale of malt or spirituous liquors on the Lord’s-day:
Aund whereas, in consequence of this laxity on the part
of the law, a great traffic is carried on during
that day in ale_and spirits, especially in the large
towns, whereby the public profanation of the Sabbath,
and much drunkenness, with its attendant evils, dis-
ease, profligacy, pauperism,and crime, prevail in the
land, the Presbytery do humbly overture the ensuing
General Assembly 1o take this alarmiug evil intotheir
most serious consideration, and devise what measures
to themmay seem best, whether by application’to the

islature or otherwise, for putting aspeedy and ef-
fectual check on the great and fagrant evils of the pre-
sent system,” . o

Dr. Forbes said, that it appeared to him that very
linle would require to be advanced in suppont of this
oveiture, Every member of the Court must have
witnessed, and must have decply Jamented the extem
to which the evil prevailed in alinost every quarter of
the country. The Presbytery of Glasgow had-had
the subject brought frcquently before them, and so
much did they feel on the subject, thatthey considered
it their duty 10 go to Parliament by petitions, o bring
uander the notice of the Legislature the feartul extent
of the evil. They conceiveds from the report of the
Commiuee appointed o inquire into the causes of the
spread of drunkenness, and increasing profanation of
the Sabbath hy the sale of liquors, that much of the
evil arose from an unfortunate miscunceplion astothe
state ot the law regulauing public houses. Someyears
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the regulation of public houses, and there could beno
doubt that it was the intention of the framer of that
actto put down, as far as pussible, the demoralizing

ractices ot which they complained. But it had un-
fortunately happened that a restriction in that act
againstthe sale of liquors during divine service on
the Sabbath, had been construed into a permission to
do so at all other hoursof thatday, The actto which
he referred was gencrally known by the title of
Home Drummond’s Act. It had alse_hpppened that
this view of the law had been given effectto by a de-
cision jn the Court of Judiciary, although the bill had
passed by the House of Commonson the distinct un-
derstanding that the act, though passed in its present
shape, would not affect the operation of the common
and ancient laws of Scotland. It wasa telief in
some quarters that the ancient statutes of Scotland
againstthe profanation of the Sabbath were still in
force ; buttheir operation, if in force, were paralysed
by this act, and the magistrates were averse to put
them in force against ofienders in this doubtful state
of the law. The publicans, of course, presume upon
this state of uncertainty, and carry on the evil prac.
tice with imf)unity. onsidering, as he did, that it
was peculiarly the duty of the General Assembly to
watch over the morals of the country, he hoped they
would use every endeavor within their power to put
a check to the evils of which he complained. It was
really lamentable to contemplate the extent to which
these demoralizing practices were carried, not only m
the large towns,ibut even in the country parts of
Scotland. There was scarcely a district in the king-
dom where the evil was not felt and acknowledged.

Dr.Esdaile considered a great part of the ewil to
arise from the practice of paying wages on the Satur-
day nights. After receiving their wages, many of
ofthemsat drinking all the night, and next day were fit
for nothing butto lie in bed to the total neglect of reli-
gious ordinances. The evil was the work of the
niiht before ; butthey began to drink 27ain on the
Sabbath nig’n. He would propose that the spint
ShOYs beshut after six o'clock un Saturday nights, as
well as kept shut all the Sabbath.

Mr. Kirkwocd of Holywood said the evils com-
plained of were notonly Sabbath, but were every-day
evils. The principal cause was that there were by
far too many public houses licensed in Scotland. In
the town of Dumfries, for instauce, there was a popu-
lation of 11,000, and for these there were no fewer
than 240licensed public houses, It wasno uncomraon
thing to see on a Lord’s-day morning, atthe break of
day, fifleen, twenty orthinty people,staggcering alongon
their way home to desecrate the Sabbuth. In the vil-
lage of Annan, where the population was 4700, there
were 65 public houses; and some of these houses re-
flected no great honor on those who had the manage-
ment of the licenses. Some of the houses were only
for the grossest system of tippling.

M, Bridges, W. 8., said there would be the great-
est difficulty in getung Parliament to doany thing for
the promotion of the sanctification of the abbath, a8
was cvident by the reception such proposalsof late had
reccived. He thought that the idea was too readily
acquiesced in, that Home Drummond’s Act had over-
thrown the Sabbath Jaws of Scotland: The sale of
spirits on that day was as much prohibited as the sale
of any other commodity, and there was also a greater
dispositivn to punish and prevent the sale of spints.
The act did not directly affect the Sabbath law. Ther
wasnot 2 word on that point in the body of that ac
and it was only in a clause in the form of a licens
appended tothe act, that the license wasdeclared for
feited if spirits were sold during the hours of divin
service. It the question were properly tried, it woul .

ago, an act had been introduced into Parliament for

be seen that these few wotds would not affect the an-
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cientlaws of Scotlaud cn the subject of the Sabbath.
The case required yet to be welltried, for he was con-
vinced the case in the Court of Judiciary was not well

leaded. While on this subject, he considered it his
Euly to state that there were mills about the city of
Edinburgh which were kept going on the Lord's
day; and he could name the mills if it were ne-

cessary.

Mr. Carment of Rosskeen seconded the proposal of
Dr.Dewar. He considered it would be proper and
desirable to do something to get masters to pay their
men on Monday, instead of Saturday. He would tell
his Glasgow friends, that when he was a poor chapel
minister inthat town, he had himself put a stopin a

real measure to Sabbath profanation, by getting the
iiagiskrales to send out the police Jflicers to take up
the offenders and fine them.

A special committee was then appointed to petition
Parliament for adeclaratory act; tor a change in the
penalties imposed by the Scots acts; and against the
proposed new law. The Assembly then adjourned
till 11 o’clock on Tuesday.

ASSEMBLY’S RESOLUTIONS ON CHURCH EXTENSION,
May 22,

1. That in the year 1634 and 1835, the Gieneral As.
sembly called the attention of his late Majesty’s Gov-
ernment to the lamentable deficiency of the means
of religious instruction and pastoral superintendence

re;ai ing in many of the towns and parishes of Scot-
and.

2. That in the month of July, 1835, a Royal Com-
mission was issued to inquire into the facts of the
case, and that from the issuing of that Commission,
from the language employed by the members of Gov-
ernment, by whom ils appointment was moved for,
from the terms in which it was expressed, instructing
Conamission to' report, from time 10 time, “in order
thatsuch remedies may be apPlied to any existing evil
as Parliament may think fit,” the General Assembly
was warranted to conclude that wherever a deficien-
cy of the means of religious instruction and pasto-
ral superintendence was proved to exist, the aid which
ul\g élssembly had solicited would unduubtedly be sup-
plied.

8. That the spiritual destitution alleged by the
Church to exist, has been fully and unanswerably
provedcl:iy the inquiries, 0 far astheir results have yet
appeared, of the Royal Commission, and_especially
inthe two great cilies ot Edinburgh and Glasgow,
in regard to which, taken together, the melancholy
fact has been established by the Commussion, that
there are at least 100,000 of theirinhabutants of anage
toattend public vroxsinip, and these ahinost exclusively
of the poorest classes of society, whoareliving in to-
taland habitual estrangement from the ordinances of
the Gospel.

4. That relying with confidence on the pledge im-
plied in the professions and proceedings of Govern-
ment relative to this momentous subject, the General
Assembly, aided aud su %oncd by the generous contri-
butions of the people of Scotland, has been going for-
ward erecting additional churches in destitute locali-
ties, of. which churches 187 are already built, or are
nowin groigess, at an expense of upwards of £200,-
000, and which churches, as wellas the 63 previously
existing chapels of case, while they sufficiently demon-
strate the necessity out of which they have arisen,
can never become efficient parochial nstitwtions for
the religious instruction of all classes of the people
without an endowment.

5. Thaton the authority of a deputation from the
Chuich Extension Commitiee, appointed to confer with
Government on this subject, in the month of March

1

last, the General Assembly has heard, with equal sur-
prise and sorrow, that it is the intention of Her Ma-
Jesty’s Ministers to propuse to Parliament a measure in
regard to religious instruction in Scotland, of which
the Right Hon. Lord Melbourne, First Lord of the
Treasury, has acknowledged the following to be an
accurate outline :—

“1.That the bishops’ teinds shall be applied in provi-
ding for the rehigious destitution 1n certain Hig land
anddulher rural parishes, having nv unex austed
teinds.

2, Thatan alteration shall be made of the Act 1707,
respecting the division of parishesin Scotland, so asto
affurd increased facinties for the application of the
urexhausted temnds in the hands of private proprie-
tu .5, to rehieve the destituticn of such rural parishes
as bave unexhausted teinds belunging to them.

3, That nothing shall be done fur the owns; that
nogrant skall be made from any source to prov'ufe ad-
ditional means of religious instruction for them.”

6. That while the Assembly pronounces no apinion
as to the particular fundsfrom which additional means
of religious instruction oughtto be supplied, and while
they accept with thank(ulness a proposal to provide for
the destitution of the rural districts, they are bound to
deprecate in the strongest possible terms 2 measure
which assumes that no grant from any source isto be
made to relieve the enormous amount of religious
destitution prevailing in the towns, and that in ali the
circumstances of the case, the Assembly could not
but regard the proposing of such a measure as in-
volving not only the dereliction of a public duty, but
adeparture from the pledge held out by the previous
proceedings of Government, and in so far asthe great
towns are concerned, to the Church and people of
Scotland.

7. That in the circumstances narrated in the prece-
ding resolutions, the General Assembly resolve hum-
bly 1o petition both Houses of Parliament, embody-
ing in the petitions the preceding resolutions, and
enircating them, by a regard to the temporal welfare
of society at large, and to the etcrnal interests of
100,000 immortal beings, whose spiritual destitution
the Religious Instruction Cummission has so incon-
testibly proved; that care be taken to include in any
measure for providing additional means of religious
instruction in Scollan%, an adequate grant to meet the
spiritial necessities of the town as well as of the ru-
ral population.

8. ‘that while the very announcing of such an in-
tention on the part of Government as the foregoing
resolutions describe, is fitted to operate most injun-
ously on the Church Extension cause, the General As-
sembly confidently trust that the friends of this great
christian enterprise will not suffer themselves to be
discouraged; that with a resoludon, and energy, and
perseverance, proportioned at once to the difliculties
to he encountered, and to the inestimable importance
of the high end they have in view, they will continue
to prosecute their labours, and thatby the grace of God
they will never relax their effuris t1l], crowned by his
Divine blessing, they have secured the triumph of
their.cause.

OVERTCRES ON THE INDEPENDENCE OF THE CNIURCH.

‘The Assembly $roceedcd to take up tke numerous
Overtres to the Venerable Court, to adopt- measurcs
for asberting its spiritual independence.

Mr. Buc?manan of Glasgow opened the debate by
supporting the principle of the Overtures. He. com-
menced by meeting the objection, that the very nature
of an’ Established Church iml;iicsa surrender of her
independence to the State, A Reporthad lately issued
fromthe press, and was circulating under the sanction

of the sapreme Civil Ccurt of Scotland, and in which
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1 preserve the temporalities of the Church, He
seconded Dr. Cogk's motun.

Professor Brown of Aberdeen supported the first
motion. ‘The etlects of carrying out the arguments of
the Rev. Doctor on the other side, would be to deprive
the Church of all spiritual power whatever, The
Rev. Doctor had told them what apprehensions he en-
tertained from the Church cuning intu cullision with
ihe State. Did he not know that a Church based
upon the State, and nuthing else, was bascless?  Was
be not aware how much the Church had profited from
the confidence and aflection with which she had ever
been regarded by the people?  And thaiif any thing
went out from this House derogatory to her indepen-
dence, that confidence and esteem to which they owed
somuch would be weakened and impaired?  And af-
ter losing the power of public u;;imun, which they
pad heard so ¢ vquently spuken cof yesterday, as the
gréat means for influencing the Guvernment in behalf
of the extension of the Church, how could they hope
tosucceed in securingthat importantend 2 He coun-
selled the Church to adhere to principle let the con-
sequence be what it might; and if she fell, she would
fall in the defence of that cause for which their fore-
fathers shed their blood.

Mr. Carment said there was no great danger of lo-
sing their emoluments, as their friends opposie seem-
¢d tothink ; but if this were the alternative, give him
the princi ics, and let the emoluments be flung to the
winds. He was surprised tolearn fromthe Rev. Doc-
tor, that they were acting on the principles of the
Church of Rome. The Doctor scemed to think that
his side of the House were arrogating to themselvesa
kind of Popish infallibility; but while he did so, he
attributed the very same thing tothe Court of Session,
whose dictum he would not once allow usto call in
question. ‘What would the holy men of the Glasgow

cmbly of 1638 think, could they look up and sce
any one of their descendants standing up on the see-
ond centenary anniversary of that memorable As-
sembly, and handing over cven the least of their
blood-bought privilegesto the Court of Session orany
Court on carth? (Hear, hear, hear.) Letthem,like
the great men of that Assembly dare to assert their
rights, in the face of all assaults, from whatever
source they might come. Were tixcy to barter the
independence of the Church, and surrender the dear-
estrights of the people of Scotland to any class or or-
der of men?

Mr. Cook of Laurencekirk, referringto the various
cnactments on the scttlement of ministers, said there
was not a period in the history of our Church, from
the Refermation downwards, in which they did not
find the State, with the concurrence of the Church,
thus interfering, as it might be called, in things spir-
jtwal. ‘They were standing in the place of their fa-
thers when they held the same opirions as to the set-
tloment of ministers whichthey held.  Thesettlement
of ministers was not, therefore, a purely spiritual
matter. If they refused any longer to permit such
interference, then there was an end of the compact
between ‘the Church and the State, The Church
might declare anything to be spiritual. and they would
not permit the State to declare anything to be civil;
what result could they cxpect from such a perilous
coursc} They were told that they were vindicating
the riﬁhts of the people~but the peuple were not
o bedcluded with such a declatazon. The people
know that it js the Church’s power those on the other
side were sceking to vindicate. e was not yet pre-

red todeprive the peuple of this country of the privi-

vges they had derived from an Established Church,
but which could not long be sccured to them whenthe
cuyenant betweci the Church and the State bad been

broken.
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Dr. Forbes denied that the State had ever, inits
communicativns with this Church, through its recug-
nsed organs, addressed sentiments to them such as
those wlich had been uttered in the present discussion
by the gentlemen on the opposite side.  Ile went on
toargue fur the necessily of resisting the encroach-
ments on their spiritual privileges, and recommend-
ed that the great principles of the question should be
counmdered irrespective of such apprehensivns as were
entertainud by the gentlemen oppusite.

Mr. Loudun of Inverarity I\)>scrv4:d that the State
had given no declaration of its opinions, for no one
would affirm thata decision of the Court of Session
was the vpiniun uf the State. A decision of the Court
of Session by a majority of two was certainly not a
thing to frighten them from asserting their indepen-
dence, He regretted the apparent collision, for it was
no more, that had taken piace; but he would not re-
gret it after the delighiful expression of independent
fecling he had heard this day,

DIVISION.
Mr. Buchanan’s molion, eeecececsecees 183
Dr. Cook’s amendment, seecssessesass 342

Majority, seeecsssscossescsoses 41

MISCELLANIBS.

The Avstrarian CourecE—SypNey.—We are hap-
Py to Iearn, that this infant institution, so creditable to
the zcal and perseverance of Dr. Lang, isin a state
of rising prosperity. From January 1835, up to the
latest accounts, there has been a steady and gradual
ncrease of scholars at the end of cvery successive
quarter, Itis now attended by 80 pupils, and upwards
of o boarders, and 9 cther boarders are engaged to
begn their studics after the vacation.. In apecuniary
puwnt of view, the Institution is also in a prosperous
statc, its present income considerably cxceeds its ex-
expenditure. (Fromthe True Colonist, Junel,1837.)
Besides the Principal, (Rev. J. D. Lang, D. D.) there
are three Professors in this Institution—the Rev. Ro-
bert Wylde, the Rev, David Mackenzie, and the
Rev. Thomas Aitken, all gentlemen of talent and ac-
complishment,

Praver.~The laws of naturc are * ordinances” of
God establishing certain invariable connexions.  Itis
alawnthe material world that the lvadstone should
attractaron; itis equally alaw in the spiritaal world
that prayer_should ‘atiract to itsclf certain spiritual
blessings. Why dues the lvadstone attract iron? Sim-

ly because Gud basdecreed that it chould. d God
E::s no less decreed that prayer should secure certain
definiteblessings. When Tattract iron towards my-
self by mcans of aluadstone, Itake advantage of one
of the laws of .theuniverse ; and it is onlyanother law
of the universe, of which 1 avail myself, when I se-
curc to myself sparitual blessings by means of prayer.
—Nisbet,
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Oan—

THR PARISH CUURCH,
BY GEORGE MENZIES, NIAGARA.

Mine own beloved Zion, built upon

‘The eteanal Rock of Ages! wheresoe'er

I voam, the blessed sabbath-memory

Of the old Parish Church is with me still—

‘The holicst Jink that binds me to my home.

Peace be within thy walls, prosperity within

Thy palaces. O! if a day should come,

In which my country owns no Parish Church,

How dim will be her gold—her most fine gold,

Alas how changed! Then Ichabod will be

‘The epitaph inscribed upon her tomb.

And she will be a hiscing and reproach

Like other lands that bave preceded her

In this the modern reformation.

God

Hath stamped his sealupon the martyr-blood

‘That yet is on its pillarsas asign

For the destroying angel to pass by,

Aud leave unskathed the holy Parish Church,

Albeit the broad Adlantic intervenes,

Mine own old Parish Church is vividly

Before me, and a thousand raemories

Of sunny Sabbath-days are on my heart.

Methinks I hear the gray-haired man of God,
. "Whom I regarded as a father—well I might—

Uttering in deep and solemn earnestness,

The promiseand the prophet-warning to his flock,

1 pause Jrom more befitting thoughts to trace

Again my own initials rudely notched

Long yearsago, upon the “ bible-board ;"

The old familiar faces are around;

And Iam seated in my own old pew,

Beside the young, the beautiful, the dear.

Along the board is ranged a row of books,

With here a faded rose, and there,

A sprig of fragrant thyme or southern-wood,

Between the leaves, to mark the preacher’s text.

"Within that Churchthe name I since haveborne,

Before unheard beyond the household-hearth,
‘Was first revealed amid the holy words

Of the baptismal rite—thesprinkling hand
Long, long ago hath mouldered into dust ;
And the first voice that breathed a prayer for me,
(Except 2 mother’sand a father’s prayer,)
‘Hath joined the diapason of the just

Made perfect, near the throne of God,
‘Within that Church, it was with fear

And trembling that I first approached

The table of the Lord. Whilein my hand,
1held the symhols of the sacrifice,

And touched the chalice with a quivering lip,
1 felt upon my soul theawful vow,

Then registered in heaven,but ah! too oft
Forgotten since, though since yepeated oft.

The Parish Church!—Behold its ancient spire,
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Peeping from forth the tall ancestral elms,
Beneath whose shade thousands are sleeping well,
Inundistinguished and forgotten graves;
‘While here and there are old gray stones inscribed
‘With quaint memorials—images of Death,
T'ime with bis sandless hour-glass and his seythe,
And legends ot highhopes for ever crushed,
Of young loves blighted, and of elder ties
Dissolved, uot broken—scripture-texts,
Ol cpitaphs and rudely chisselled rhymes.

The Parish Church !—A blood-sealed Covenant
Iswritten on her tablets; and the gates
Of he'l shall not prevail against her. There
She stands, a moral oasis ; and here—
Even here in the deep forest-wilderness,
Shehath a voice that speaketh peace on earth,
And good will unto men. O, let my tongue
Cleave to my mouth, and may my righthand lose
Its cunning, if Ie’er forget my own
Old Scoand and her Parish Church?

TARTING WORDS.

“And he said let me go, for the day breaketh.-
Genesis xxxii. 26.

Let me go, the day is breaking—
Dear companions, let me go:
‘Wehave spentanight of waking
In the wilderness below !

Upward now Ibend my way;
Part we here at break of day.

Let me go; I may not tarry, .
‘Wrestling thus with doubts and fears;
Angels wait my soul to carry

‘Where my risen Lord appears;
Friends and kindred, weep not so—
If ye love me, let me go.

‘We havetravelled Jong together,
Hand in hand, and heart in heart,
Both throngh fair and stormy weather,
And tis hard, 'tis hard to part:
‘While Isigh, « FParewell!” to you,
Answer one and all, © Adieu!

*T'is not darkness gathering round me
That withdraws me from your sight:
‘Walls of flesh nomoré can bound me,
Buttranslated into light,

Likethe lark on mounting wing,
Though unseen, you hear me sing.

- Heaven’s broad day has o'er me broken,
Farbeyond earth’s span of sky ;
Am Idead? Nay, by this token,
Know that I have ceased to die.
‘Would you solve the mystery,

Come up hither—come and see.
J. MONTGONERY.

The Mount, near Sheffield, June 26, 1837,



