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Miscellaneous Axticles.

REFLECTIONS ON DEATH.

“¢The records of time are emphatically the history of death. A whole
review of the wotld, from this hour to the age of Adam, is but the vision
of an infinite multitude of dying men  During the more quiet intervals,
we perceive individuals falling into dust, through all classes and all lands.
Then come floods and conflagrations, famines, and pestilence, and earth-
quakes, and battles, which leave the most crowded and social scenes silent.
The human race resembles the withering foliage of a wide forest; while the
air is calm, we perceive single leaves scattering here and there from the
branches; but sometimes a tempest, or a whirlwind, precipitates thousands
in amoment. Itisa moderate computation which supposes a hundred
thousand millions to bave died since the exit of righteous Abel. Oh! it is
true that ruin hath entered the creation of God! that sin has made a
breach in that innocence which fenced man round with immortality ! and
even now the great spoiler is ravaging the world. As mankind have still
sunk into the dark gulf of the past, history has given buoyancy to the most
wonderful of their achievements and characters, and caused them to float
down the stream of time to our own age. It is well; but if, sweeping aside
the pomp and deception of life, we could draw from the last hours and
death-bed of our ancestors all the illuminations, convictions, and uncon-
trollable emotions with which they have quitted if, what a far more affecting
history of man should we possess! Behold all the gloomy apartments
opening, in which the wicked have died ; contemplate first the triumphs of
iniquity, and here bebold their close ; witness the terrific faith, the too late
. repenteuce, the prayers suffocated by despair, and the mortal agonies! These-
* once they would not believe ; they refused to consider them ; they could not
allow that the carreer of crime and pleasure was to end. But now trath,
- like a blazing star, darts over the mind, and but shows the way to that..
¢ darkness visible' which no light can cheer. Dying wretch! we sayin
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imagination to each of these, Is religion true? Do you believe in a God,
and another life, and a retribution? ¢ O yes! he answers and expires! But
¢ the righteous hath hope in his death.,) ~Contemplate, through the unnum-
bered saints that have died,” the soul, the true and inextinguishable life of
man, charmed away from this globe by celestial music, and already respir-
ing-the gales;of eternity ! If we could' assemble in one view all the adoring
addresses to the Deity, all the deckirations of faith in Jesus, all the gratula-
tions of conscience, all the admonitions and benedictions to weeping {riends,
and all the gleams of opening glory, our souls would burn with the senti-
ment which made the wicked Balaam devout for a moment, and exclaim ¢
¢ Let me die the death'of the righteous, and let my last end be like his?
These revelations of death would be the most emphatic commentary on the
revelation of God. What an affecting scene is 2 dying world! Who is
that destroying angel whom the Eternal has emplojed to sacrifico all our
devoted race?  Advancing. onward .over the whole field of time, he hath
-smitten the successiva - erowds of our hosts with death; and to us he
now approaches nigh. Sowie of our friends have trembled, and sick-
ened, and expired, at the signals of his coming; already we hear the
thunder of his wings; soon his eyes of fire will throw mortal fain*ing on
all our companies; his prodigious form will to us blot out the sur, and his
sword sweep us all from the eartli; *for the living know that they shall
die.> ’7. . - . .

- [Xnow-not, I wvonder how T shall succeed in mental improvement,
and-especially in religion;- O, dtds a difficult thing to be a Christian! I
feel -the.hecessity of reform througu all my soul: When I retire into thought,
I find myself environed by a crowd ..of impressive and awful images; I fix
an ardent gaze,on Christianity, assuredly the last best gift of Heaven to
men ;- on Jesus the agent and exarmple of infinite love; on time as it passes
away; on perfection as it shines beauteous as heaven, and alas! as remote;
on:.my own beloved soul which I have injured, and on the unhappy multi-
tud-of sowls around: me; and I ask myself, Why do not my passions burn?-
Why ddes not zeal arise in mighty wrath, to dash my icy habits- to pieces,
to scourge me from indolénce into fervid exertion, -and to trample all mean
sentiments-in-the dust 2 Atintervals:I feel devotion and benevolence, and a
surpassing ardor; but when'they are turned towards substantial, laborious
operation, they fly-and leave . me- spiritless amid the iron labour. Still,
however,;L do donfide in thewefficacy .of persistive prayer; and I do hope
that.the Spirit of .the Lord will yet come mightily upon me, and carry me
ori through toils'and suffering; and death, to stand 1n Mount Zion among
the followers-of .the:Lamb ! *—Jokn Foster. . . .

[}

, U. P. DIVINITY HALL.
S " Tothe Editor:of the Canadian U. P. Magizime.
Rey. 8.0 2 T 0 SRR I e
$In last number of the Magizine; I obsérve a briefrepott of the late session®
of, thevHall,-upoii which I begJeave to rhake 4 fé& remarks ; and, perbaps
offer'a sugmestion: ortwo, §imply with the view of dirécting the-attention of
themmembers of oir:Chureli*to the subject; in the hope that some plan may
be devised at our next meeting of Synod, which will increase both the ie-
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sources and. the number ot the Students of our Theological Seminary, in a
Jdegree somewhat commensurate with the position and wants of the
Church.

It appears that the entire number of Students is fifteen,* 2 number
which, though far frem being adequate, is by no means discouragingly
small ; and, had they all been in attondance, would have prasented an as-
pect both respectable and hoy eful, But more than half of the number were
absent during the session which has just closed. For this, two reasons are
assigned,—sickness, and the prosecution of other branches of study, Thelat-
ter reason, is, on some accounts, a matter of congratulation rather than of
regret, as it is of the highest importance that our students be respectable
scholars, as well as able Theologians. But why so many should be kept
away, or compelled to leave cn account of ill health, is as the report says
“a reasonable subject of enquiry.” The proportion is not less than one
fourth of the whole number. The causes may be various ; one howerver, I
am persuaded, is the fact. that some of the students are overtasked in endeav-
ouring to accomplish too much in a given time. Having entered the Hall
before they were very well qualified—some of them with the merest ele-
ments of classics, and alike ignorant of science and philosopby, they are
necessitated to prosecute these branches and their theological studies at one
and the samé time ; and besides this not a few, tbe greater part of the year
discharge the onerous and exhausting duties of common school teacher.
And I would add that during the session of the Hall, circumstances induce
some of them to pay more attention to economy than either Health, comfort
or inclination would suggest. These causes, combined with the peculiarly
unfavorable season of the yearin which the Hall meets, will account for much
of the sickness, and, of course, the absence of so many of the students last
session, to say nothing of the fact that during the timethe Hall was in session,
cholera wis prevailing in the city. .

In view of these things Iwould respectfully suggest, that as recommended
by the synod, efficient raeasures be immediately adopted for increasing the
stipend of ministers, The present rate of salaries is utterly inadequate to the
support of an efficient ministry-and exerts anything but a favorable influence
in inducing you g men of pietyand talent to engage inthe work. Evenasa
laborer, a mechanic, or a common school teacher,—not to speak of the pro-
fessions—any young man of energy and industry would secure for himself
a far more comfortable competency than is now afforded in the ministry of
ourchurch. This, with the views which asa church we hold, and promul-
gate, is wrong and ought to be corrected, and indeed must be, if we would
see any considerable number of:young men of talent attending our Hall
To effect a material changeMn this respect miust-be the work of time, Mean-
while might not something-be done in the way of assisting students to defray
their expenses in dttending the Hall, either by. so far increasing ot contribu-
tions to the Theological Fund, as to leave a surplus for this purpose—which
indeed might very easily be done., The trifling sum of one quarter of a dol-
lar from each. member would be sufficient.  Or, if that cannot be attained
may not some congregations, or individuals, or both be found,at once able and
willing to offer-annual bursaries say of £10 each—for the purpose of en-
coura geing students. And woald not the Hall be more attractive and more
profitable-too) if laige additions Were annually made to its Library. )

*One, however, only a hearer.
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In reference to the-prevalence of illness among the students, the only sug-
gestlon I can offer. in addition to what is implied in- relieving them some-
what from the pressure of dispiriting anxiety and exhausting toil, is that
the timo of commenciug the Hall—the month of August, certainly the most
unhealthy one of the year—should be changed to some tite niore conducive
to_health and more favorable to study. . '

Hoping that all interested in the welfare of our Zion may make the -
school of the prophets a subject of careful consideration, and do something
for its support.

I am, &e,
X,

Reviws of Wooks.

A SurriciBNT MAINTENANCE AND AN EvricieNT Ministav——By tne Rev, Tooaas
Gurutse, D.D.—8vo. pp. 81., 1. Constable & Co, Edinburgh, 1852.

It is always a pleasure to us to introduce .to: our readers anything from the
able, honest, racy, hearty, author of this Sermon; and the tasz is generally
an easy one.  [tis, in fact, the work, not so_ much of the pen, as of the scis-
sors; and these may be pretty frecly applied and almost at random. 'f'he dis-
coufso before us-was delivered at an ordination of Deacons; which naturally
led the preacher to speak of that department of ecclesiastical duty which is
specially assigned to them—namely, the-financial. On this topic most minis-
tors foel it disagreeable to enter. .Dr. G., however, says, at the outset, “I do
not feel that the introdaction of this matter to the pulpit. needs any apology.
The ounly apology I need to make—the only fault which I have to confess—is
that you have heard from me, so little on so great a duty” e also adverts
to two considerations which relicve him from all' delicacy. One is, that he ig
independent of the sustenfation fund for which he pleads ; the other is that
he has been urged by his people to stir them up to their duty on the point in
hand. Now these advantages have, doubtless, been-secured without preaching
directly about stipend, and always crying money, money. But we ventuve to
say that they are the result of much excellent preaching, in.which it is inces,
santly, forcibly, and solemnly,inculcated-on the.hearersthat they are not thejr
own, but bought with a price—that they themsélves and all that is theirs,
théir bodies and their §pirits, their taieuts, their influence, their time and their
substance belong to Him who gave himself for them an offering and a sacrifice
unto God. "So every man must preach who would be in Dr. ‘Guthrie’s com-
fortable position. But let u§-hear himself— =~ R

“The first respect in which I feel myself standing in-happy circumstances is
this, that I have not taken up. this subject. altogether at my own..choice.
T have been solicited to.do so ; and by whom ? By ihosewho get from the fund?
No. Many of these, .I believe, are patiently andesubmissively bearing,no.
common hardships; but, theirs, though severe, are silentsufferings. It is.
those who give, not'tlfose who get, swho have urged me to cmbrace the oppar-
tunify, wWhich the ordipation of Deacons offers, for addressing you .on the
support of a Christian' ministry. I regard/this circurhstance as an omen for
good, as indicating not only a dekire that more should bé done,. but p determi-
nation-that'moreé shall be/done. What- may-we not-anticipate; what harvests -
may, ‘welniot expect to reap, when, so.to-.speak, the soil itself opens.for the..
seed, and as in summer. drought thirsts.and gapes,for.rain: when.the minister;
goes not to his'pegple urging them,, but they, taking the initiative, taking the.,

matter info their oxn hands, come and urge him, fo.stir them and their neigh:,, -

bours up_to mote generous efforts’in.the cause.of Christ?. .
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* One knows not what sort of people may be in an assembly such as this;
and anxious as T am to clear away every obstacle, to remove every obstruc-
tion from my path, let me also remark that, for another reason, I feel myself
to-day standing on vantage ground. This, although more of & personal, is not
less of a pleasant kind. For it, T desire to be grateful to man, but especially
to Him who chooses our lot—the pulpit for the minister, and his place in life
for every man; to him who, in leaving superior mwen to obscurity, and raising
others to posts of eminence and comfort, not seldom verifies the saying, *‘The
race is not to the swift, nor the battle to the strong.” 8o it is that through
your kindness, and the providence of Him to whom we commit our ways,
whose rod faith bowsto in every trial, and whose mercy gratitude owns in every
blessing, I am placed in circumstances that raise me above all suspicion.
Even the basest and most selfish man, he whose only aim is his own aggran-
dizoment, and who betrays the meanness of his own mind in hisjunjust and
unfavourable judgment of others, even he cannot suspect that, when I plead
the cause of this fund, I am animated by any selfish motive, for to me per-
sonally it matters little or nothing whether this fund prosper or fail.

“T do not mean to say thatthe unworthy suspicion of unworthy motives can
excuse any minister for shrinking from his duty, or that however much his
circumstances expose him to unjust suspicions, or his faitnfulness to the slan-
derer’s tongue, he is in this, or in any other matter, to fail in declaring the
whole counsel of God.

“In urging on his people the claim he has upon their support, 2 man in my
place has no reason to be ashamed; thatclaim is not of generosity but Justice;
and I say it frankly, plainly, confidently, that the minister of the gospel has
the same moral claim on his people for an adequate stipend, as the lawyer has
on his clients or the physician on his patients, for their fees; as the merchant
has to his profits, the soldier to hispay, the labourert) his hard-earned wages.
Do you ask our authority for a claim which some may think so high and too
confidently made? It is no human authority. We draw it not from the musty,
records of earthly courts, the pages of council, assembly, synod, or presbytery.
We open the divine word, and there, in 1 Cor. ix. 14, inspired of God’s Spirit,
and engrossed in the very deed and body of Christ's last will and testament, I
read these words: ‘It is ordained of God, that they who preach the gospel
should live of the gospel.’”

While thus contending for the rights of official ministersto temporal support,
he maintains at the same time that it is tha privilege and the duty of all the
people of God to be workers together in the cause of Christ:—

“I have never thought that the preaching of Christ and him crucified
is to be left wholly to ministers, This is not our exclusive privilege
and pleasure. “This honour have all his saints.” While it is the offi-
cial privilege of some to preach with the lip, it is the duty of all to do so
with something more persuasive even than the lips of eloquencs. You, you
are to preach with the life,—‘‘Let him that heareth say come,” that is your
vocation. And this should encourage you to engage in it and pursue it, that
these silent sermons—preached trom no pulpits, but delivered amid domestic
scencs, in the place of toil and business, within the social circle, and on the
public streets—are often the most effective. This is the best of all streei-prea-
ching, when people say, ‘ Ah! thecre goes a Christian, an Israelite indeed,.in '
whom there is' no guile 2 man who wowd rather be the injured than the
injurer, a'man who would not tell a lie nor commit the smallest fraud to gain
the greatest advantage, a man who goes about doing good, who has abig heart
and open hand, a hear to love all and a hand. to help all he can, who.
takes the Biblé for his rule, the Saviour for his model, and ioves his Lord.in. .
heaven so well that he loves Him, Detter than,all élse on: earth.’ The jpulpit . .
preaches no sermons more effective than such alife and conversation, This
elear, constant, beautiful, heavenly, lustrous light is in some respects calcu-
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lated to do more good than a pulpit, even when it is irradiated by the flashes
of genius, and sounds with the thunders of noblest oratory.

*In a still broader sense, the preaching of Christ is open to others besides
those who have been set apart to the work by the hands of Presbytery or
otherwise. And not excepting ministers, indeed excepting no one, there are
none in my eyes worthy of higher honour than those who, as Sabbath School
teachers or district visitors, seckin  to do good. devote themselves to the work,
carry salvation to the perishing, and bring the living and the dead together.
Instead of looking on such with jealousy, we say with Moses, * Would God
that all the Lord’s people were prophets.”  Were it so, then might we hope
to drive back the flood of iniquity which is now rolling down so foul and fear- .
ful upon us, and rising higher, and higher still, threatens at length to engulf
our cties, and sweep nway all that is valuable in our land. I Dorcas, who
plied hier needle making garments for the poor, was worthy of the honor paid
to her cold rgmains, when Peter found the room where benevolence lay dead,
crowded with weeping widows, who shewed him, as their tears fell fast on her
work, ‘“the coats and garments she had wmade for the poer,” holier are the
tears that water the flowers which spring on the grave of her, of him, of those
whose feet, now bound by death, cold and coffined in the tomb, were wont in
other days to carry them to the abodes of misery and of sin,—or Sabbath
Schonls, that they might wash the foul in Jesus’ blood, and clothe the ragged
with fairer robes than ever angels wore. Whatever was their sphere, high or
humble, elevated or obscure, *Dblessed are the dead that die in the Lord, they
rest from their labours, and their works do follow them,!'”

“We do not look to ordained ministers only for carrying on Christ’s work ;
yet the experience of the Church has proved the advantage, and the word of
God indeed has distinctly laid down the duty of not leaving that work to
what may be called the occasional or unofficial efforts of Christian love. The
necessities of the church require, and the ordinance of Christ enjoins a regular
ministry, a body of devout and able men, who shall give themselves wholly to
the Lord and to the word, and of whom it may therefore be said in the lan-
guage of my text, that ‘they dwell before the Lord.””

The author next brings under notice the sort of maintenance ministers ought
to reccive—the relative position they ought to occupy in society—not one of
affiuence and luxury, but of respectability and comfort; and referring to the
language of his text, Isaiah xxiii, 18, says:—

“Let usattend to the provision which is to be made for ministers of the gospel
—they are “to eat sufficiently” and *“have durable clothing.” Although
they have no claim, and make nonef} to the affluence of Dives, to be clothed
with purple and fine linen, and fare sumptuously every day, the words of our
text manifestly imaply that ministers should have a competent provision, and
be placed in pecuniary circumstances suitable to the position which they hold
in society ; that thus they may exercise the hospitality enjoined on Bishops in
the management of their households and families, maintain a decent and re-
spectable appearance, and live free from the dread, the distractions, and the
disgrace of debt. This much is i my text, and this, I think, will be admit-
ted by all who honestly 100k at the words and are able to understand their

meaning,

.

“Now, in pleading that a provision such as this should be made for ministers,
I plend not so much for their gain ¢s for their people’s good. This matter in-
volves ‘more than their comfort —the honor of Christ and the welfare of His
Church are identified with the decent and comfortable maintenance of His
servants. Let me speak out, and speak frankly on this subject. We have no
sinister object to attain, we have nothing to conceal; there has been too much
and-too long concealmént, Tknow what it is to sit in the stady, and collect
and arrange materials for the pulpit; I know what it is to go and stand by
the bed of death, and minister to a mind discased; and he is ill fiitted for such.

.
~

. .
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trying and tender offices whose mind is harrassed with houschold cares The
situation of that man is far from enviable who is expected to maintain certain
appearances in society and has not the power of doing so; who is thrown with
a large and gencrous heart into scenes of distress, only to have it wound-
ed by his inability to relieve them; who often fecls himself exposed to the
suspicion of meanness, when in point of fact he and his partner pass many a
bitter hour considering how they shall not disgrace the manse, the ministry
and their Master, by standing debtor in the world’s books; and whose steps to
the house of sorrow, to bridal and to burial scenes, to his study and his very
pulpit, are haunted by a spectre, that spectre—debt. ‘The man who has his
back loaded with the burthen of debt, or the energies of & once clastic mind
pressed down by the fear of1t: who is called to be respectable in appearances,
to be generousin his charities and hospitable at home, and is denied the means
of being so, is cruelly used; he is called to mnake bricks and refused straw.
Feeling that if he had carried to any other market, devoted to any other pro-
fession, his industry and unblemished character, his long years and weary
nights of study, the geniusand talents which God has given him, he would have
secured for himself both comforts and affluence-—that man may be, as I hope
he is, ready, with God's grace, to carry his Master's cross; yet harassed and
distressed, the black shadow of debt upon his path, with accounts on his table
he does not know how to meet, and with children round him, haprz in their
ignorance of a father's difficulties, he does not well know how to feed and
clothe and get out into the world—believe me, that such a man is not in the
fiteest state to write a sermon, or meditate a prayer, or go with sympathizing
mind to kneel by the bed of death, and weep. Itis wrong to conceal it;_I
know that there is a great deal of suffering of this kind the worid never hears
of. You have not heard of it, because there are men, let me tell you, who
bring to u better work than his, the courage of the Spartan boy, who, rather
than expose his shame, suffered the fox that he had stolen and wrapped in his
cloak, to devour his vitals,

“Icome not here to plead, that you should place ministers in wealthy or
affluent circumstances. By no such bribes would I tempt an unworthy man
o enter the ministry; but let me warn you that there are dangers in poverty
ag well as snares in riches, and that it is possible to scare away fit and worthy
men from this office by offers of a poor and inadequate maintenance. Make &
minister’s life one prolonged and painful struggle with straitened circumstan-
ces, and you will find that talents, although associated with piety, will set in
another direction, away from the pulpit; and that the parents who would
otherwise have rcared some hopeful youth for the Church, will shrink from
devoting their Samuel to a life of hopeless hardship ; satisfying their consci-
ences with this—that he may serve God in another profession. They are
short-sighted indecd, who fancy that poverty provides any protection against
unworthy ministers, When you have reduced the stipend down to the wages,
or, below the wages of an expert tradesman, what have you gained?—what
is yonr security worth? Do you forget that tliere is a class beneath the
status of a tradesman, leneath even the condition of a common labourer?
To these the most miscrable provision for the ministry promises advantage.
Men have sought the priest’s office even “for a piece of bread,” and there will .
always be men ready to seek it and take it for that. The meaner you make
a provision for the minister, you come the nearer to verify the weighty saying
of Mathew Henry, “ A scandalous maintenance makes a scandalous ministry.”

My wish, is to place my brethren, in the exercise of a commendable fru-
gality, above worldly cares-—cares that mar their usefulness, and impair, if not
paralyze, their power for good ; to save them from sufferings, the bitterness of
which is the best known to.them who bave had the cup to drink. In such
happy circumstances, in the situation for which Agur prayed, Let cvery minis-
tergo to the house of poverty with some bounty in his hand—let him go and meet
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his friend, a brother in the Gospel, and an old and tried acquaintance, with wel-
come aud an offer of hospitality—let him go and walk these streets unseared
by that frightful apparition, a needy creditor—let him go to the pulpit, and,
without a blush upon his honest face, look round on his congregation and
preach, * Owo no man anything "—let him go to his knees and his study with
a mind caln and unruffled by pecuniary cares—and, last of all; when his worlk
is done, and, like the Apostle, he has fought the good fight, and kept the faith,
let the man of God stretch himself out on his dying bed, without fears that the
children he blesses and leaves behind bhim, shall be cast out as beggars o a
cold and ungrateful world.”

The followingis the percration of the discourse :—

““Qur Church ought to bear this motto upon her banner, ** An Efficient Min-
istry, and a Snfficient Maintenance.” If this cannot be done, then God's will
be done; let his servants work on, and when worn out in their Master's
service, commit those they leave and love to llim who hears the young raven’s
cry. But the thing can be done. Within the last eight years, our Church
has laid at thy feet of her only Head and Lord, nearly three millions of money,
and her people are none the poorer; and seeing that the labourer is worthy
of his-hire, secing that the ox should walk unmnzzled that treadeth out the
corn, seeing that it is ordained of God that they who preach the Gospel should
live of the Gospel seeing that they who really love the Master, will love the
servant for the Master’s sake, I entertain the highest confidence that God’s
people, taking on themselves the heavy end of the tree, will not desert God's
servants, but remember the Lev'te that dwelleth in the land. I may be wrong,
but what I believe is chiefly nceded to bring this Fund up to its proper mark
is, that false delicacy be thrown aside, that truth be unveiled, and that the
circumstances, and cares, and claims of her ministers be fairly and frankly re-
vealed to the members of the Church, Ignorance more than indifference is to
blame for the past.

¢‘Now, brethren, I do not know your circumnstances. As I have no right, I
have no wish to know them. We assume not the office of inquisitors, far less
Jjudges in this matter. Our office is exhausted whea we have laid down, and
by the love, not of us but Christ, enforced the rule, ‘‘Give as the Lord hath
given to you." T am aware that owing to their peculiar circumstances some
have little or nothing to give, but what, flowing from & warm and Chrictian
heart, is above all money and money’s worth, their prayers. I also kn~w that
some are giving to the utmost of their power, and let me mention how it re-
freshed my heart when lately examining our District Lists, to meet what I
may call the munificent donations of some domestic servants. And yet,
although sitting in judgment on no man’s means, 1 am sure of this, that if you
will take the matter to God in prayer, and look at it in the light of conscience
and eternity, there are many whose contributions will be incr_ased, and some,
who never having had the subject fully before them, will now put their hand
to the plough. It'is a use of money that you will never repent of. Like the
seed cast away in spring, it is a sacrifice which harvests will reward. ¢ Honour
ihe Lord with thy substance, and thy barns shall be filled with plenty, and thy
presses shall burst out with new wine.” ButI will not tell you that you shalt
suffer no Joss by liberality hore, Although putting little faith in feelings of
self-interest, yet in lack of better motives, I might have appealed to your .ove
of gel% T take higher'ground-—I would carry you with me-to a purer region—
T appeal to 4 nobler principle, and, standing by the cross of Calvary, I appeal
to nothing lower, nothing less than your love of Him, who, putting himself in
these men’s place, has said, I was an hungered, and ye gave me meat: I was
thirsty, and ye gave me drink: I was a stranger, and ye took me in. Inasmuch
as. ye ‘did it unto- one of the least, of these' my brethren, ye have done it
unto me.!?” . . ’ ‘

The subjoined passage from the appendix shews that the evil of neglecting

[}
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the due support of ministers is not confined to our country nor to churches
unestablished. Dr. G.'s anccdote d.es not surprisé us. We knew a young
medical gentleman who resided for some time in Rochester, England, close by
Canterbury, the capital of the most richly endowed establishment in the
world; and he told us the lady in whose house he boarded was onc of a society
instituted for collesting the old clothes of the gentry for the inferior clergy of
the Church of England and their families:—

“Even in the Church of England, with its adequate but ill-distributed funds,
many of the ministers bave to eke out their wretched living by keeping board-
ers, and concucting educational establishments. Some are exposed to the
suverest privations, and most humiliating necessities. We remember -of ari-
ving at the door of a friend’s house in London, just asa large bundle was
handed out from a carringe ; and our friend, as he laid it down in the passage,
turning to us said, * You won’t guess what that is? that,” he added *‘contains
cast-off clothes, which I receive for the families of the poor good ministers of
the Church of England. Each year I send out a vast number of old coats and
gowns, and I assure you, they are most thankfully received.” This opens up
a sad state of matters—one degrading to the ministers, and disgraceful to the
Church. Tt is still woren—worse for the pastors, worse for the people, and
worse for the interests of religic.y, in Ireland and America, where the ministers
of the Gospel, in order to obtain a decent livelihood, have to be take them-
selves to farming, and give to seéls what they should give to souls.”

The following passage, also from the appendis, is striking and instructive ; but
may be misunderstood and perverted. Paradoxical as it may seem, we say
that the * law of Providence” referred to, ought, in many cases, tobe disobeyed.
‘There are many propensities and tendencies in our animal and moral nature
which were doubtless implanted for wise and good purposes, and which may
be called ‘“ laws of Providence,” which nevertheless we are bound in many
cases to resist. For example, it is such a law that every man should seek his
ewn; and hence, property and the manifold advantages and blessings there-
with connected, instead of the swinish wretchedness of socialism. But were
this law to have unlimited sway, where were many of our most obvious and
not least important duties to both God and man?

{Penple complain of poor preachers, and poor sermons. The remedy is near
at hand; it is in their own hands. Place the ministers of the Church in better
circumstances, and with no less piety, you will attract much more talant to the
profession. Itis vain to fight with a law of Providence; depend upon it that
God is wiser than men, and had good reasons for establishing the Jaw whereby
talent flows in the direction of those professions where it mects the readiest
and largest reward. Norway presents a remarkable example of this. Lamg,
who resided for some years in that country, mentions that, hy arrangements
which we cainnot indeed approve or justify, the profession of a clergyman is
more lucrative than that either ofa lawyer or a physician, and the consequence
is, that instead of being found eithor at the bar, or in the hospital, the highest
talent of Norway shines in the pulpit and adorns the Charch, We have no
desire to see our ministets placed in affluent circumstances, far less aiming at
lucrative objects ; but avoiding the extremes both of poverty and riches, for the
sake, not so much of them, as of religion and the cause of Christ, we have a
stroug desire to see them placed in circumstances of competency and comfort,
to see the ministers of our Church drawn from all classes of society, from the
highest to the lowest, and thal the provision made for them and their families
should be such as not to scare away any well-inclined and right-minded men
from engaging in the dutiesof the ministry.”

SELECT WORKS OF THOMAS CHALMERS, D.D. LL.D Edited by his Son-ix-
Law, the Rev. Wiriaym HaxNa, LL.D.  Vol. I, crown 8vo. pp. 526. Edinburgh
T. Consiable & Co. 1854,

The volume before us is the first of a new edition of the Works of Dr. Chalmers, in
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which are to be comprised the whole of his writings puplished during his life-time,
except guch as were of a purely local and temporary interest, It is, at the same time,
the first volume of his Lectures on the Epistle to the Romans, and contains exactly
what i3 in the first and second volumes of the former British edition of that work—
just one half of the whole. Being furnished with a distinct title page, additional to
the one we have given above, the Lectures arc obviously intended to be sold separately,
as, we suppose, is the case with all the other pieces included in the edition now an-
nounced, and which is to consist of twelve volumes similar to the one on our table.

Ve will not enter on a task so uncalled for as a critique on the works of Chalmers
atlarge, or his Lectures on Romans in particular. Suffice it tosay that while the
Jatter containg irnumerable ingenious, eloquent, and effective passages, it cannot,
upon the whole, be recommended as a satisfactory exposition of the Apostic’s marvel-
lous cpistle. ILxegesis was not the author’s forfe, as his warmest admirers readily
admit. The hook, neveribeless, abounds in matter, buth doctrinal and practical,
which may be perused, especially by a well-grounded student, with great advantage.
Its theology, as is sufficiently known, is by no means ultra-Calvinistic. Our chief
object at present, however, is to apprize our rgaders that an attempt is now made to
realize the idea lately broached by ns in our notice of the Collected Works of Dugald
Stewart—namely, to offer for sale in Canada, British editions of British books at such
prices as shall render it unprofitable to issue pirated editions in the States. We are
informed that a number of the most popular Edinburgh publications are now to be had
on such terms in Toronto. To say nothing of justice to authors and publishers, nor
yet of legality so far as this provinee is concerned, surcly no person of the smallest
e nse or taste can fail to prefer these correct and beautiful original editions to the
wretehed caricatures got up on this side of the Atlantic. Chalmers' Works, we under-
stand, will be published in Britain at 6s. sterling per volume, and will be sold here at
Bs. currency, fully as cheap, considering the quantity of matter in each volume, as any
edition in the States, while in point of paper, typography, and general exccution,
comparison would be ridiculous. Besides, we believe there is no uniform edition to be
had in the States, the volumes being of different sizes and some of them in double,
others in single colummns.

SHALL WE HAVE A PROHIBITORY LIQUOR LAW ?
By William Smath.
TEMPERACE TRACTS FOR THE PEOPLE, Nos. 1 and 2.

Tach of the above three articles is an cight page iract, written asa prize
essay, and the first of the three gained the first prize. The excellence of
them all, may be inferred from the distinetion they have obtainec, The
objest they aim at-—the suppression of intemperance is, by universal con-
sent one of paraniount importance ; and discussion through the press, is a
most legitimate method fur ascertaining the means most proper to be used-
Lege et wiellige is a motto worthy of a good cause. The Tracts may be
had from the Secretary of the Prohibitory Liquor Law Leauge at the
reasonable rate of $5 per 1000.
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IWissiowary Ewnielligence.

Prom the U. P. Missionary Record.

OLD CALABAR.

CREEK TOWN.,

CALABAR.
Creexg TowN.—DBarTisM OF Two ADpDpITIONAL CONYERTS

Tae following extracts from o letter of the Rev. 11. M. Waddell convey the
gratifying intelligence that be has baptised Eshen Eyo, the younger son of
King Eyo, and Egbo Jack :

“Inmy last I mentioned the baptism of Lvo Hocax or rather Eyo Okan
Nyamse, a young man of about 28 years of zge, known and approved by us
all ever since the mission work began in Creek Town by Mr. Jameson. Iam
now happy to inform you, that since then I'have received into the church, by
baptism, Esuex Evo Hoxesty, younger brother of Young Eyo, baptised in
October last, and also Bero Jack, who for almost seven years past was my
faithful house boy. "The latter, like the former, is free and of good family,
and both about 17 or 18 years of age. Egbo Jack has long been one of the
most advanced, it not indeed the first of our scholars, and is now helpful to me
in the school. Before I went home, two years ago, he spoke to me of giving
himselfup to the Lord and being baptized. While others were thinking arnd
speaking of it, he said he was quite willing to be the first to step forward.
But while Y commended and encouraged him to persevere, I felt bound to e¢x-
plain to him fully the nature of the service, the sclf-denial it would require,
the scparations it would effect, and the probable hostility it would incur.” His
youth, and inexperience in these and other respects, together with my being
soon to leave Calabar, prevented e pressing the matter further at that time.
Lleft him, when he had more fully considered the snbject in all its bearings,
to confer with M: Goldie about it. It would not have been difficult at that
time to have brought forward him and others of our house and school-boys to
join the church ; but I ° sired rather that they should be well prepared for
such an important engagement than prematurely involved in it; their Christian
instruction and training going on all the while with unabated care. I was de-
sirous, as a measure of Christian prudence, of having a certain number ready,
when the time came, to receive baptisin together, that they might at once form
the nucleus of 2 native church, watch. over and comfort each other in the way
and work of the Lord, and support cach other under the opposition or persecu-
tion that might arise. *T'wo are better than one, for if one falls the other can
help him, but woe two him thatis alone when he falls, for he hath not another
to help him np.  And if one presail against him two shall withstand him ; and
a threefold cord is not casily broken.”

The other yonth, Evken Eyo Honesty, was drawn, T hope, by God's Spirit, to
attach himself to the missionaries here from the very beginning. When Iwas
only visiting this town in 1846, during the building of the school-house, he
would meet me on the beach, take my hand like a little son, and walk with me
wherever I went through the town. In like manner he clung to Mr. Jameson
during his briefbut valuablesojourn here in 1847, who, T have heard, asked him
of the Lord. Afterwards he lived halfa year in the house with mcasa son
before I went home in 1848, Evideunces of youthful piety and zeal have all
along appeared, and though a lad of tender feclings and diffidence, he has
proved hiwself not wanting in moral courage. 1lis progvess in ordinary edu-
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cation and Christian knowledge has been for the most part steady and satisfac-
tory, though not without interruptions. He was one of the first two who offer-
ed themselves as candidates for baptism in October 1852, but hesitated and
drew back a year later, when the other was received.  Whether his declension
then arose solely from deference to his father’s authority, who insisted on him
delaying joining the church, or partly also from weakness of faith and fear of
conequences ; or in some degree also probably, as his father now affirms was
his design, that he might well understand what he was about to engage in, and
not nastily do what he might wish afterwards and be unable to undo ; what-
ever were the motives, he soon regretted having yielded to worldly influences
what his conscience told him was his duty to God, and ere long he took a pub-
lic opportunity of declaring that he wason the Lord's side still, and was re-
solved to join the family of God's people.  He rejoined the baptisin class in

March last, and came to me immediately on my retarn to make known his
mind to me. He again made known his design to his father, resoived, how-
ever, not to bewithheld, and his father made no further objections. Vhen the
day came, I told King Eyo, after the forenoon meeting, that I purposed receiv-

ing his seeond son into the feliowship of the church in the afternoon meeting,

by baptism, and he said simply that he knew ofit. T added, that the Lord had
great'y honoured his family in taking his two eldest sons to be his own child-
ren among the first in Calabar, and it would be well if he and the rest of his
family would come to the Lord and be saved. Hesmiled, but madeno reply. In
the afternoon public meeting these two interesting youths were addressed both
in English and Eiik, as they understood English well, and our audience is mix-
ed, and the qucstions of the formula prepared by Mr. Goldie in the Efik tongue,
which I think very good, were put to them, after which they publicly received
the sign and seal of the Christian faith in the divinely appointed ordinance of
baptism. I preached on the occasion from the words, *“ I love them that love
me, and they that seek me carly shall find me.” It wasa happy and impor-
tant occasion to me as well as to them. My children were joined to the Lord.

These are first fruits, if not the first, of the children the Lord has promised us
in this country, instead of those, which, for bis sake,.we bave left in a distant
land. Yet we tremble while we rejoice, for I know what is before them. I
reflect with deep grief on some disappointments in §ormer years, when the
youthful promise turned out like the morning cloud and early dew, which
soon passed away ; and I dread a renewal of those pangs which ¢’*~2d hopes
deferredand atlast broken. May the Lord in great Mercy preserve then andme
from such sorrows.

Onc other member has been lately introduced, but before my return, much
to my satisfiction—my faithful servant George. I got him out of a captured
slaver a small boy, nearly 15 yoars ago. After he had been some years with
me, and was instructed in the things of God, and proved himself obedient
thercunto, and to me as his oniy earthly protector, I baptized him as one ofmy
family into the family of the Lord's people. e was then 12 or 14 years old.
Except in oneiustance, five or six years ago, he bas been faithful, and strictly
moral and religious, as well asmost useful in my family and in the mission.
expected to have received him to communion two years ago had I not left the
country, but am better pleased thatone of the brethren performed- the duty
who would not be swayed by partiality. Mr. Anderson after repeated exami-
nations, was much satisfied with him. I baptized him as one of my own family.
Iad he been the son or the slave of an heathen I could not have done'so at
that time. But his father and mother were dead to him, being in Africa, and
God had given him to me in Jamaica to bring up for him.

Lerser rroM EGBo Jack, oN5 OF TAE CONVERTS MENTIONED IN THB PRECEDING
EXTRACT, TO A YOUNG NAN IN EpDINBuRGH.
Creck town, Qld Calabar. Mission Honse, July 6, IS54.
Dear Wirey, —It is very long since I had the pleasure of writing you, yet

[4
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I thank God that.I am spare “at this time to write you cven these few lines
to let you know how I am doing. Iam glad to say that T have reccived your
letter, and I was very very thankful for to get it, and hear from you again.

Deaur friend, although 1 never have seen you yet, I am happy to address you
now as friend ; and if God spare both ofus, we may yet be more intimate,
though we shall not have the pleasure of seeing each other in this world, yet I
hope we wlil meet in yonder world of joy, where we shall mect to part no more.

I am also happy to mention that I was very glad to see our minister, the
Rev. Hope M. Waddell, back again in good health. I thank God that he was
spdre to return to us again, to take up his labour of love amongst us. I hope
the Lord spare him long for much usefulness in this Jand. Thave no doubt
but the Lord have a great deal to do here, I have seen the hand of the Lord
working amongst us, and I bave seen it even with myself, for many here have
Join the Chuzch of God, and I'will come forward with King Eyo's son this
Sabbath, to take upon us the vows of'the Lord. I thank God much that my
paryer have been answer, fo bring me now thus far to see my sin, and to seck
Jesus, who.is the only Saviour of mankind. :

Dear friend, as you have had Christian mother and father, is a thing you
should thank God very much for, your parents will make their best cffort to
set youon the right way of God ; but forus it is not so, our parents trys all
they can to keep-us back, trys to take our attention from the word of God;
but I am thankful the Lord has many way of dealing with men, and 2 thing
may be impossible with men but with God all are possible.

I may tell, let you know, my dear friend, that the time I mention to my
family that I was going to join the Chuarch of God, all of them bagan to speak
very hard to me, and some threaten to do me so and so, but I tbank God it
does not make me a bit afraid ; but I told them I expected this ill-treatment
and more for Christ's sake. It is a happy thing that we know what the
world should do unto me. I know, says the Apostle Paul, in myself I-am no-
thing, but in the strength of the Lord I am abie to face anything. Remember
us all in your prayers to God. I hope many shall be added to the Lord daily,
such as shall be saved. I know .and believe that, notwitstanding all their hind-
rances to work of God, it vglil prevail and intrease more and more. Farewell,
remember me Kindly to your mother. . .

My dear friend, I feel very much oblige to you for your kindness to me in
sending me such excellent book, I feel much thankful to you for it ; kind .re-
gards to all.—I am dear Willy, vours affectionate. friend, Ecpo Jack.

P.S.—Please -write me as often as possible, and I will do the same to you.

E. Jack, .
Yes; we trust the dny is breaking
Jeyful times are now at hand .
God, the mighty God, is speaking .
. By his wordin every land;
Mark his progress, . ¢,
Darkuess Gics at his command.

Let us hail the joyful season,
et us hail the morning’s ray,
fWhen the Lord appeats there's reason
To expeet'z glorious day;;
At his presence.
Clouds and shadows haste away.
DO JACK.

TRINIDAD.
) AROTCA.

The following lotter from the Rev. George Lambert, dated 24th August, shows
how zealous the Popish priests in Trinidad are.in keeping their igorant adhe-
rents away from the influcnce of the gospel:— . -

Rev. axp par Ste,—1I have long ‘proposed writing you for ‘the puapose of
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giving you some information agto how the good work progres:es in this corner
of the Master’s vineyard, but have hitherto been kept from doing so, from the
consciousness that I had nothing very interesting to communicate. We have
much reason to feel grateful for the excellent health, which both Mrs. Lambert
and I have enjoyed since coming here. With the exception of a very slight
attack of fever, which I had a fortnight ago, and which confined me to the
house for three days, both of us have enjoy ed uninterrupted health, We have
reason to feel grateful also for the fact, that while cholera has been, and is still
malking sad havoc among the inhabitants of some of the other islands, we have
hitberto been exempted from it. I have heard it stated that some of our medi-
cal men are of opinion that the fact of Lrinidad lying out of the hurrican
range, renders it less probable that it will visit our shores. 'May the good
Lord hide us under the shadow of his wings, until these calamities be overpast.
In the end of Junewe had a day of humiliation, on account of cholera. The
attendance on that day was the largest we had since coming to Arouca. We
had a collection for the sufferers in Barbadoes, and raised 15 dollars, a very
creditable sum, considering the circumstances o: our people. Our audiences
on Sabbath, up to the commencement of the rainy season; continued pretty
mach the same as when I first wrote; now they are smaller, and we have us-
ually from 50 to 70 in the forenoon, and from 100 to 130 in the evening. To
many, such an attendance may seei very small, and yet o those who arc inti-
mately acqainted with the state of matters here, I have no doubt it would
seem encouraging. ' .

Your-missionaries in this island labour amid greater discouragements, and
have much greater obstacles {0 contend with than their brethren in Jamaica.
Popery holds in bondage more than one-half of the population, and exerts a
blighting influence indirectly upon those who make no profession of religion at
all. Though I believe there are comparatively few in this neighbourhood of-
those who adhere to the Romish Church that know anything of its doctrines,
yet to the negro, naturally fond of ‘show, its forms and ceremonies are'much
more attractive than our simapler form of worship. Scarcely a weck passes
but we have something to remind us that we afe living in the midst of a po-
pish popuiation. On days of special religious servjces we have a flag hoisted
over the gate of their chapel—an extra ringing- of bells—and invariably a
plentiful firing. of guns, "though what connection this can have with speci-
al réligious services, it is difficult to perceive. On the evenings of such days,
sounds of music and dancing are invariably heard in some of the negroes™
houses—even Lrinity Sunday, was not an exception to this statement. When
we think for 2 moment of how popery adapts itself to the inclinations of the
depraved human heart, it is not to be wondered at, that among an ignor-
ant population such as this, it should find many admiring followers. On sirst
coming here we used to have many of the Romanists, especially on the Sab-
bath evenings, but the priests hearing of this, warned the people from the
altar not to come, and t ircatened to give no absolution—no visit in sickness—
and no funeral to those who did attend our mectings. Any who do attend now
do it more secretly; still there are 2 few who attend our evening school very
regularly.  Our efforts to get the children of Romanists to our Sabbath scheol,
or Wednesday class, are met with the excise, that the Abbé wou'd quarrel
with them. There are many families living in the immediate ncighbourbood of
this class, who are as ignorant as any in the heart of Africs, and who are much
less accessible. They were christened -jn-the French church—that’s all they
know or care about the matter; and they seem deeply impressed with the
idea that, it would be something fearfully wicked to leave the church in which
they were christened. Knowing that the negroes generally are said to befond
of money; I'sometimes wonder how so maiiy of the people heye cling to the Ro-
mish church. Eight, ten, or twelve dolldrs is not an unusual sum for the ser-
vices of a priest ata funeral of a comparatively poor person. - ‘And what are




TRINIDAD. 345

these services? The chapel bell is tolled—the priest, preceded by three boys
carrying a crucifix, and two lighted candels, chaunts the service for the dead
in frontof the funeral procession. Of course, the dress; etc., can be suited to
the amount of money paid. Or should the friends be too poor to pay much,
the priest contents himself with mecting the funeral at the door of the chapel.

Though I have spoken of discouragements, and confess that I feel less san-
guine about extensive and immediate success, than I did at first, it is not. be-
cause I feel in the slightest degree dissatisfied with my sphere of labpur, but
simply because better acquaintance with the people enables me more correctly
to estimate the difficulties to be overcome. - These may be, and are great, but
not insurmountable. Our Godis omnipotent ; his promises are all yea and
amen. Some of onr people hore are crying for God's blessing on this™ wilder-
ness—and it will come. May we have ere long Pentecostal showers of divine
influence. Though the attendance on Sabbaths is not so good at this season,
the attendance at our evening school and prayer meetings is steady and most
encouraging. Nor is evidence wanting that good is being done. In reading,
writing, and arithmnetic, many are making very gratifying progress. Through
the liberality of the Missionary Society, of Campbell Street Congregation,
Glasgow, (Mr. Ramage’s), I got lately a box containing 100 United Presby-
terian Hymn Books, and 50 Bibles and Testaments, the proceeds of the sale
are designed by them to aid in the extinction of the debton our church here.
A good nwmber of both have been sold, and aregreatly prized by the people.
Singing always forms part of our exercise at the evening schools, and now
the singing in the church is greatly improved. I often hear both children.and
old people singing hymns, that are special favourites with them by the way
side. Since coming here I have admitted two persons to the fellowship of the
church. e had an clection of elders the.other week ; the person chosen was
at one time hero of the Sabbath brawls in the village. Hehas. been for some
years a consistent member of the church. Ilis ord nation takes place on:Sab-
bathnext. Irejoice heartily at his election ; and hope that now when we have
a session, we shall be better able to devise and work out plans .for the good
of the congregation, and of &he whole district, - .

At D' Abadie's villags, two miles ‘beyond this, and which is a thoroughly
popish village, the meeting are in the meantime very good. I went there first
in the month of March, on the Friday afternoons, and preached by the road
side. Idid this to avoid stirring up opposition at once, by having the meeting
in any of the people’s houses. 1 continued this until the rain interrupted
me. 1 then told the people thatT would require to discontinue coming. un-
til the rainy season was over, unless they could furnish me with a house.
Ichanged the meeting to the Sabbath alterncon, and had at ouce 2 larger
attendance. I have also begun a schoo! for adults there on Tuesday and Fri-
day afternoons, at an hour which leaves me time to be home for ourevening
gchool here About three weeks ago, the priest went, stopped inthe middle
of the'village, and denounced me for coming, and all who encourage me to
come. I felt afraid at first that, as the meeting had been so short time es-
tablished, it might break it upaltogether. However, it has had the oppos-
ite effect in the meantime. It has had the effect of taking awaya number
of children, but has brought a larger attendance of young men. These few
Sabbaths we have had about forty present, and from twelve to twenty at
school. The young men are very anxious to receive instruction, and interest-

od in the success of our meetings. T have sold there about a dozen Bibles,
and fondly hopethatgood may be done there, , y bIle

[The Rev. G. Brodie, in s letter dated Port of: Spain, 25th September, states
that cholera was then ragi g in that city snd vicinity, carrying off fully 100
daily from a population- of 20,000.] LT
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SCOTTISH U. P. STUDENTS' MISSIONARY MEETING.

The dnnial public wecting of the United Presbyterian Divinity Studentd’
Missionavy , Society was held in the Synod Hall, Edinburgh, on Tuesday
eveiiing, 19th September, Professor Eadio in the chair.  Professor M’Michael
opened the meeting with prayer. The chairman, in a few opening remarks,
stated that he now looked upon this as one of the institutions of this serainary,
and referred to its past labours, and the efforts it proposed for the future. Mr.
Pirret then gave the report of the socicty, stating that, for the last five years,
it had devoted its efforts towards the support of Montego Bay Ac\demy, during
which time ithad collected upw wds of £1600. This year the sum raised was
about £312, which, considering the number of meetings held, was smaller
than on any previous year. The society had this year determined to change
its:scheme of effort, and to devote the:money it might collect to send out minis-
ters to Australia- In an ablé specch, be removed several objections which
might be raised against the scheme, urged the claims of Australia, and pointed
out the men who were needed for this field—men of standing and experience
in thechurch. Au elder in Edinburgh had already come forward and headed
the subscription list with 80 guineas, ,and he. expressed the hope that several
other members of the church would folloiv the example. Ihe meeting was
then_addressed by the Rev. Dr. Andrew Thompson, who gave a very interesting
account of & recent tour upcn the Continent, of th: position of Protestantism
in France, and of the Waldensian church.  Mr. David Cairns gave an eloguent
address, upon recent enterprise and discovery in relation to the progress of
Churistianity. The Rev. Mr. Crawford of Burntisland, in a short and impressive
address, pointed ot the object of missionary effort, its means, and its motives,
The chairman having pronounced the benediction the meeting separated.

The following Stateinent, just issued, explains the special object of the Society’s
operations-next year: . )

J¢%he above Society have agreec to direct their efforts during the next
Twelve Months to'tlie raising of money for sending out ministers to- Australia.

The peciliar claims of tnis object will be fully laid before the various con-
gregations of the Church, by the deputations appointed from time to time to
visit-them., It is necessary only to remark here, in general terms, that, con-
sidering the vast and rapidly widening extent of the field—the great spiritual
destitution which at present -exists, and which is advancing with the increase
of ;population—the numerous and powerful {emptations to which the co onists
are exposed—and considering especially these are “ brethren according to the
flesh,” many of them near relatives or beloved friends of members of the
churches at home—the scheme proposed must be admitted to have the strong-
est claims on general sympathy and support. i

Tt will be observed that the money to be raised is to be expended chiefly, if
not entirely in sending out agerits, not in supporting them while there. The
circumstances of the colony are now such as to give good grounds for believ-
ing that those ministers or probationers who may go out will be able at once
to gather around them -self-supporting conpgrégations. At the same time,
the expense of sending each agent to Australia is necessarily much greater
than weuld be.incurred in sending him to an ordinary mission field. :

-In proposing this new object for the ensuing year, the Society have the full
concurrence of the Mission Board, as is shown by thc appended extract {rém
the Mioutes ofthe fatter:: =~ =~ < |

The:Society-are aware that agerits are needed as well as, money ; but it is
obvious that one means ofsecuring a supply of the former is to have those wlio
are to be the future ministers meanwhile occupied in pleading the claims of
thig important field ; and-nothing is. more likely to induce many. of them to
offer themselves as agents; than their sceing the members of the Church giving
encouragement and support to their present effdrts. )
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In addition to holding meetings throughout the various churches of the de-
nomination, the Society have agreed to solicit Subscriptions from such as inay
be disposed in this way to show their interest in the scheme; anlin order to
facilitate the latter object, Treasurers have been appointed in cach of the prin-
cipal towns.” .

Letract from Minutes of Mission Board, 5th September 1854.

“The Committee agreed to state that, having all along felt a deep interest in
the mission to Australia, they are happy to receive the co-operation of the
Missionary Society of the Hall in raising funds to send out suitable agents to
that important and interesting field ; and they have to express their carnest
hope that the congregations 6f the Church will liberally respond to the appeals
which the Students may make on this subject.”

[We are glad to learn that the Rev. A. D. Kinninmont, Leith, and the Rev.
James Ballantyne, Edinburgh, have offercd themselves for Australia, and have
been accepted by the Board, We trust it may be regarded as a token for
good that Ministers are willing to make the sacrifice of resigning such situa-
tions for the mission field. However much friends at home may be disposed to
smile when they hear that men of talents and energy are specially required
for the colonies, and outposts of the Church, it is nevertheless true. Sending
inferior or worn-out men, is a misapplication of money, and something un-
speakably worse, as generations yet unborr, will esperience.  What blessings
is not the U. P. Church in Scotland, continuing under providence to derive from
the fact that its fouuders were all men of mark.]

MISSION AT DAMASCUS. ’

The Associate Reformed Presbyterian Church have established a mission in tlns
ancient city, the oldest 1 the world, memorable, among other tiings, as the place
where Saul of Tarsus first “preached the faith which once he destroyed.” A letter
was recently received by the New York Observer, from Mr. Paulding, the missionary,
bearing date August 8th, which gives pleasing intelligence of the results of this
missjon. He says: ’

 The attendance on our Sabbath services bas beenlarger during the Ias” six months
tlian at any time preceding, and an increased interest has been manifested by the
gudience to understand the truth, The success thus far bas exceeded even our
most sanguine expectations. We lhave had in our school twenty four pupils, all of
whom have made rapid progress in their studies. The institution is fast growing into
public favor, and: promises to he an cfficient agent in enlightering and evange-
lizing the community. The primary school has recently been-placed more immediate-
Iy under the supervision of the mission than ever before ; and being taught by & mem-
ber of our native Church is doing much good. Between thirty and forty boys, Chris-
tians, Jews, and Moslems, are receiving instructions in reading, writing, arithmetic,
geography- and grammar. Dr. Meshakeh has had another contest with the Greek Ca-
tholic Patriarch and come off vigsorious as usual—and what was worse for them, he
printed it. Thus notwithstanding all the excitement about the war, we are making
progress, we trust, against the powers of darkness in this benighted city. We would
give God thanks and take courage.”—Presbyterian Advocate.

. ‘ ITALY. .
‘The intelligénce of the progress of the gospel in northern Italy continues to
be highly encouraging. The new hall, which has been obtained in a central
situation in Genoa—much better than the former one—for the Waldensian
congregation, is crowded., The:spirit.which the bishop and priests had evoked
against them among the bigoted portion of the Roman Catholics, and which
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forced them, from motives of policy, not to take possession of the old church
they had bought, has had the effect of enlisting many on their side ; and the
only thing now wanted to give stability and permanence to the footing they
have acquired, is a suitable and commodious place of worship. - This, it is con-
fidently expected, they will soon be in possession of; but, in the meantime,

they depend upon England and Scotland for the funds to enable them to erect
such & building.

The sitting of the triennial Synod of the Vaudois Church lasted from Mon®
day the 29th May to Friday the 2d June. The Maidai were present, several
Italian priests, converts from Popery, Dr. Stewart of Leghorn, Mr. Hanna of
Florence, with others from England. 'The Synod gave decided proofs of pro-
gress since the last meeting in 1851, when it held its first free Assembly under
the new Constitution in Piednont. Scveral practical measures were proposed,
and resolutions passed to carry them into cflect. Among these was one that
Elders should be examined previous to ordination, and that, in place of being
elected, as hitherto, by the district in which they resided, and of which they
were to have the oversight, they should be chosen by the suffrages of the
whole pavish. The establishment of 2 Home Mission for preaching in destitute
places,and for colportage, was another favorable step of progress. The returns
made to the Synod showed that there are 4421 scholars at the schools,—about
one-fifth of the population. In the college at La Tour there are 93 students
under cight professors, who fill the chairs of ancient and modern languages,
philosopby, and natural science; and it was resolved, by the unanimous vote
of the Synod, to render the course of study complete, by the establishment of
a theological faculty. But thereupon a long and warm debate ensued, whether
the new professors of theology should hold their classes at La Tour or at Tu-
rin, the capital. The former was carried. Official communications, received
from the Free Church of Scotland, the Reformed Dutch Church of New York,
the Associated Churches of America, and the Synodical Commission of the
Union of the Evangelical Churches of France, were read to the Synod, which
passed resolutions to maintain fraternal communication with these Churches.

The Synod resolved to hold an extraordinary meeting in May 1855, to dis-
cuss the code of an ecclesiastical constitution, which a commission has been
charged to prepare ; as well as a new catechism for the use of the Church, the
want of which, in Italy, is greatly felt. .

Napoleon Roussell has been visiting the Valleys, and preaching almost every
day for a fortnight to large audiences. On the 6th, Tth, and 8th August, he
preached n the new church at Turin: The Waldenses held their annual festi-
val this year on the 15th August, at the Balsille, at the head of the Valley of
St. Martin. This spot has been chosen on account of being so famous in theix
history, for the resistance made by the 800 to the united armies.of France and
Savoy, composed of 22,600-men ; to which noble daring, hmnanly speaking,
the Evangelical Church of Italy owes its existence. :

A new publication in defence of Protestant truth has been started in Turin,
under tho title of ** La Luce Evangelica.” It is published once a fortnight.

Persecutions continue in Tuscany, and in the Neapolitan Stafes. Many are
now lying in dungeons for no other crime thar® the possession and reading of
the Bible. Jansenism has been making some partizans at {Naples, which has
been followed by the arrestment and imprisonment of the parties. At Ancona
and Bologna there are mare than 400 in prison, under suspicion of having re-
nounced the errors of Rome. Two-of those, who have been confined for wany
months in Tuscany, have been brought to trial at last, and sentenced to ten
montbs’ imprisonment. These poor people have not the advantage which the
Madiai enjoyed of being known to the English. S X

.Another trial-has just taken place in-Florence for the crime of reading the
Scriptures. The prisoners were Pictro Baldi, a mason, and Michele Manguoli,
a shoemaker, and both are arraigned for holding religious mectings in their




B
~

. AFRICA. 351
house, and circulating copies of an Italian translation of the Bible; or, in the
language of the indictment, *committing impiety by means of proselytism.”

The trial resulted in the sentence of these two men to ten months’ imprison-
ment. The sentence, judged of according to Tuscan justice, is somewhat leni-
ent. The prosccutor appears to have been afraid to push matters to extremity.
The defence of their counsal, the advocaté Ermille Marchioni, is said to have
been the boldest and most eloquent exposition of civil and religious liberty yet
geard in the Tuscan law courts. Even the witnesses produced sgainst them
were compelled to admit the blameclessness of their private characters; and
the result of the trial is said to have been, that thousands in Sesto, the village
':’P%re‘ they live, are anxiously seeking for copies of the Bible.—Zdinburgh

itness. : .

.

AFRICA.

Eriscorar, Boarp.—A greegree doctor has sent in about a peck of greegrese
to Bishop Payne at Cape Palmas, with the message that he had had them for
many years and they had not kept him from being sick, and he would keep
them no longer. Many others in the townsaround have lost confidence in
these charms.—At a meeting in the largest Half Cavalla towns, to consider the
‘subject of the observance of the Sabbath, it was decided by a very large ma-
jority that it is expedient to rest on this day.—An aged man by the name of
Freeman, who has been under conviction of sin for two or three years, is giv-
ing evidence of conversion and desires to be baptis.... It is his practice to re-
late everything that he learns, to his people.—Two adult natives were baptised,
December 11, in the larger native town, )

Auericay MisstoXany Associatiox.——The intelligence from the Mendi mis-
sion is ¥ery encouraging. Mr. Brooks hias opened a school at Mo-Tappan with
twelve pupils. In April a churéh was formed, consisting of himself and three
boys, who took Iefters from the church in Kaw-Mendi. In the afternoon two
more were examined for admission, one of whom was received. The boys af-
ford Mr. Brooks muth comfért from their good behayjor.

Cutren MissioNary Society, (ExcLaxp.)—At Wilberforee, Sierra Leone, Mr
Schmid baptised, November 11, twenty-nine adults. Many of them are indi
viduals liberated from slavery, and are now able to read the Bible. More than
eight hundre 1 were present at their baptism.—April 10, 1853, the bishop con-
firmed one hundred and thirty-three individuals, at Hastings and ten at Grafton,
and the following June, Mr. Graf baptiséd six persons at Grafton and sixteen
at MHostings.—April 14, the bishop confirmed about seven hundred and fifty
individuals at Regent, many of whom, however, belonged in scveral of the
neighboring towns. Whien Mr. Frey first went to Benguema there were four
communicants and t'w_cniy'hearers,;'now the regular attendants are two hun-
dred, and the communicants onie hundred and forty-seven.—The number of
inhabitants' in Bathurst is.ubout three hundred and eighty, the number of
commuiicants is one hundred and twenty, the candidates for baptism and the
%er’s supper 6ne hundréd and twenty, the school children one hundred and

ifteens ! . .

Usitép Bremirey.—The missions,of the Unifed Brethren.in South Africa
are favorced with much success. At Groencklpof, three.adults were baptised-in
November; and eleven in February and four in April at Genadendal. Many
beathen besides areseceking admission into.the church. At a conference meet-
ing previous to the Lord's supper, about seven hundred communicants were
present, - I

LospoN MisstoNAry 'Spcxan".-Mr, Mofiat reports.a continued improvement
in the.appearance of thé ‘people at Kuruman, South Africa. Twelve bave of
late been added to the church, and further additions are expected. The people
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in general have made praiseworthy exertions towards the comforts of civilized
life. On the Sabbath, the congregation has an imposing appearatice to stran-
gers, A number of the young women have committed-wholé books of the New
Testament to memory, and.some of Mrs. Moffat’s Bible class mastered the 119th
Psalm in a short time. . The first volume of the Old Testament, it is expected,
will soon be placed in the hands of .the Bechuanas, who are incessant in their
inquiries as to when the book will be:ready. o

: CHINA. . . )

The Bev. W. C. Burns, son of the vencrable Minister of the Free Church, Kilsyth
[and nephew of the Rev. Dr. Burns of Toronto,] has just arrived in Scotland from China,
having come home with Dr. Young, one of his célleagues in the Mission, whose health
has given way. One of the converts from Aoy, 2 Chinese nurse, in charge of Dr.
Young’s child, has accompanied them to this country. Mr, Burns, in his late letter,
spoke of the great encouragement that he has laiterly had in the mission work at
Amoy, reminding him of the former days of ‘the Lord’s power in his native land, and
will have much to tell Christians who take au intercst in the great work of the
evangelization of China,—Edinburgh Wituess., .

[ The days of the Lord’s power,” in Scotland referred to, are those of the Revivals
which took place a few years dgo at Kilsyth and several other places at home.

: it

WestEvax MisstoNary Socisry, (Excuaxp.)—Great advances in civilization
arémakingat Faka’s Mission in the-Port Natal Colony. During the greater part
of the year, the people have been very active in erecting for themselves byick
cottages. Several are already completed, and others are in the process of erec-
tion.  They are about thirty fect long by fifteen wide, divided into two rooms,
with a fireplace. The people are also anxzious to. obtain other comforts of life.
At the annual missionary meeting, about seventy dollars were coutributed;
every child seemed anxious to contributa something, and the mothers do not
feel satisfied till they can give something in .the name and on behalf of even
their babes. Godis also blessing his word. A short time ago twepty-five
were added to the church, after a trial of from twelve to eighteen months.  Af-
ter the ordinance of baptism, which was witnessed by u crowded house, the
Lord’s supper was administered to ninety-five communicants; six ycars ago
the number was only six:or seven.—Jouraul'of Missions.

Ecclestastical Notices.

BRANTFORD.

. A Soiree was held in the U. P. Ghurch,
here, on the Eve. of the 7th ult., for the
purpose of enabling the congregation. to
liquidate the remainder of the debt, incur-
red in the erection of a substantial and
commodious Munse, for . their pastor

an act, alike expressive of their regard’

for him, and their zeal for the cause.
‘Upwards of 400, partook of Tea, Coffee,

and other innumerables, which-alady’s in~-

genuity only can contrive, aud fonwhich a
‘ady’s vocabulary only cansupply names.

The Rev. A.” A, Drummond, having
taken the chair, offered a fow appropriate
remarks,’ and then introduced to the
meeting, Rev. J. Dunbar, of Glenmortis,
who delivered a neat, sparkling snd-tell-

' . AL

v

ing address oii the influence and qfﬁcien_cy
of Woman, especially in the Mission fieid.
The Rev. J. Hogg, of Hamilton, was the
noxt'speaker; his subject was the Cata-
combs of the East, on which he spoke
with his usual vigor and cloquence and
succeeded ininteresting theaudience ins
- subject littlé kuown, and shewed how the
early christians, tho' dead, still speak and
roll back gs in. panoramic view the chariot
wheels of time. After which the Rev. W.
Ormiston, of Toronto delivered in his
usual happy and enthusiastic manner, &
" most powerful and soul-entmncm%sgeech
on the Sociulity of Religion, to o delight-
ed and spplauding assembly—a speech
highly ql)gractpristi9,of the man, and
most appropfiate 16 ‘the occasion. He
was followed by Rev. P. Muir, oi;‘g’a_ns,

ces A




" ECCLESTASTICAL NOTIOES.

who delivered, in a very affectiondte and

pleasing manner, & pointed and practical

address on Congregational Progressive

Effort.

In-the interval, between the addresses,
a select choir present for the occasion,
delighted the audience as well as agree-
ably variegated the excrcises of the eve-
ning with some beautiful pieces of sacred
music. The Meeting upon the whole w1s
s happy one; and we’greatly mistake if it
do not bear some fruit, which will yet
appear in the growing prosperity of the
congregation.—( Communicated.)?

PORT HOPE.

On Sabbath, 1st October, the U. P.
Congregation, here opened their new
place of Worship ; which is large, com-
modious, and handsome. The Rev Mr.
Thornton, Whitby preached in the fore-
noon,the Rev. Mr. Mcl.eod Cobourg,in the
afternoon and the Rev. Mr. Young New-
ton Clarke in the evening. The sermons
were excellent, aud the audiences large,
notwithstanding that the weather was
unfavorable.  On Monday evening there
was a splendid Soiree, at which Dr, Perks
presided.  The speakers who interested
and delighted the large company were,
besides the chairman, the Rev. Messrs
Cassie, Biird, Ewing, Young, and Thorn-
ton. An clegantly bowmd Bible with an
appropriate address, wus presented to the
Rev. Mr. Cassie, by the ladies of his con-
gregation, and he,;made a suitable reply.
The ladies also presented a handsomne
Psalm book to the Precentor. On the
following day the Sabbath Scholars, up-
wards of 70, reccived-an entertiinment,
and addresses were deliveied to them by
Mr. Gassie and the worthy Superintend-
ant Mr. Bennet. The Collections on Sab-
bath amounted to £66- 17 4, and the pro-
ceeds of the Soirce to £36 3 9, inall
£103 1 1. Thé occasion scems to have
been aninteresting one and highly credi-
table to our Church in that locality ;
and we should have baen glad to give a
more detailed account of it, had the in-
telligence not been so remarkably late
in reaching us.

POPOSED UNION OF THE PRESBYTERJAN CHURCH
OF CANADA, AND THE UNITED PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH IN CANADA.

We understand that the Committee of
the Presbyterian Church of Canada, on
Union, met at Toronto on the 31st Octo-
ber, and adopted the following motion,
viz:—That the Committece having read
the resolutions of the Committee of the
United Presbyterian Syndd in Canada,

853

agree to express their deep regret at the
decision come to by the last named Com-
mittee, which seems to preclude, for the
present, the hope of a joint-meeting of
the Commitlecs; anddeclare that while
not disposed to modify, in any degree
their estimate of the importance of the
principles referred to in the deed of their
Synod, they are nevertheless of opinion
that such a joint-meeting might be pro-
ductive of beneficial results in the way
of removing any possible misunderstand-
ings that may exist, and of facilitating
the progress of a union on a basis mutu-
ally sgtisfactory.
AMHERST ISLAND.

The U. P. Congregation here, have
unanimously called the Rev. James
McIntosh.

HARWICH.

The Rev A. W. Waddell, has been in-
ducted to the Pastoral charge of the U. P.
Congregation here, by  the Preshytery
of London.

INGERSOLL.

The U. P. “Congregation here, have
unnnimously called the Rev. Archibald
Cross.

U. P. PRESBYTERY OF TORONTO.

The Preshytery met at Toronto, on Tues-
day, Tth November, when the Rev. Mr.
Dick, reported that the Congregatiou of
Albion and Vaughan, had deemed it in-
expedient to go forward to the moderation
of a call, and that therefore ro proceedings
in that matter had taken place. There
wag no other business of public interest.

EUPHRASIA.

The U. P. Congregation here have
given a unanimous call to tho Rev. Mr.
Irayette.

U. P. PRESBYTERY OF WELLINGTON.

This Presbytery met in Elora, on the
7th of November. Inter alic, a Petition
signed by 38 heads of families residing in
Garafraxa, was read, setting forth the
spiritual destitution of the locality in
which they livedand their desire to have a
Church orggpized among them, holding
voluntary principle, and praying the Pres-
bytery to take the necessary steps for
having them congragated, and to send
them a preacher of the United Presby-
terian Church. Mr. Torrance ’suxted,‘ tpat
he bad gone to Garafraxa, after receiving
the Petition,andpreachied on a Sabbath,ina
School-house, which was crammed to the

.
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door, and from which mauy had to go
away, unable’ to find accommodation,
that he had made inquiry as to the reli-
gious circumstances and wishes of the
people, and that in his opinion, o favour-
able opportunity was preseuted, and one
wihich the Presbytery ought to embrace
for forming a congregation. Mr. Torran-
ce's conduct having been approved, Mr.
Barrie, was appointed to Garafraxa, in
the beginning of December, to preach and
congregzate as he shall see cause. Seve-
ral reports by Missionaries within the
bounds were read. On mction it was
resolved that a vote of thanks b2 given
10 Mr. Waddell, for the zeal and diligence
he had displayed in fuifilling his appoint-
ments, and for the carc and attention he
had bestowed in preparing the report he
had sent in.
BAYFIELD. N

The Rev. Mr. Logic has resigned the
pastoral charge of the U. P. congregation
here, solely, as we understand, on account.
of his finding it impossible tu do justice to
it, and his other charges. The congre-
gation of Bayficld, we are glad to hear, is
largeand flourishing ; and we trust will
soon obtain & Pastor of its own.

BRECHIN, SCOTLAND.—UNION OF FREE AND
UNITED PRESBYTERIAN CONGREGATIONS.
The United Presbyterian congregation,

City Road, Brechin, and the South Port

Free Church congregation there, having

Both been for some time without a minis-

ter, bad held various meetings separately

to consider the propriety of joining toge-
ther, so as to form one church. A propo-
sal to this effect having been deliberately
adopted by Dboth congregations, their
union was consummated on the evening
of Tuesday, 5th September, by a very
interesting ceremony in the South Port

Church. The United Presbyterian Pres-

bytery of Arbroath met in the session-

house—the Rev. Joseph Leckie of Muirton
moderator—and transacted some prelimi-

GLANINGS.

_nary business connected with the union.

They then adjourned to tie church, where
2 numerous and respectable congregation
was assembled, embracing the members
aud adherents of the two churches, After
devotional exercises, the Rev. James
Gibson of Brechin, delivered & most ap-
propriate discourse. He took oceasion
to refer, with a feeling of deep regret, to
some hard statements which had been
uttered in reference to the union now so
cordially effected. Ife regretted these,
because they were opposed to the true
spirit of Christian charity, and much
calculated to retard that catholicity and
unity which all professed Christians so
much desired. Mr. Gibson read from the
recently published pamphlet of Sir George
Sinclair, Bart. a statement by the Rev.
Dr. Guthrie,* showing that that distin-
guished clergyman did not regard as a
calamity the union ot a Free with & Uni-
ted Presbyterian congregation ; also from
the same production, a similar opinion
expressed by the hon. baronet who penned
it.  The discourse throughout breathed
the most kindly and conciliatory spirit.
The moderator then briefly narrated the
steps which had been taken by both con-
gregations in forwarding the union, also
those taken by the presbytery ; and read
to the meeting the basis of the union
which bad been previously approved by
the sessions. He then called .upon the
members of the South Pert Church present
to signify their approval of the proposed
basis, which was cordially done; and on
making a similar request of the City Road
Church they signified the same—the show
of hands in both cases being quite unani-
mous. The moderator then declared the
two congregations one, under the super-
intendence of the Arbroath Presbytery of
the United Presbyterian Church. The
Divine blessing was then implored op the
union; and atter a suitable address to
the united congregation, the benediction
was pronounced, and the meeling sepa-
rated.—Scot. U. P. Mug.

. *Dr, G. is a native of Brechin,

GRleanings.

CHRISTIAN HARMONY.

The circumstances in which the Free Church congregation of Jedburgh, Scotland,
bave been placed for upwards of a twelvemonth are peculiarly interesting. The place
of worship erccted for them shortly after the Disruption, having proved to be very
uncomfortable, and ultimately to threaten the health of their beloved pastor, they wero
compelled to abandon it before another, and a ketter, church could be erccted for ther.
The resolution of erecting a new place of worship was taken in the spring of last year;
and niot Jong afterwards they applied for accommodation to the congregation of the
Rev. William Barr of the United Presbyterian Church. The request was rather &
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novel ong, tried by the usual intimacies existing between the two denominations, and
required no little congideration. A fear was expressed by many in connection with
Mr. Barr's church, that any such arrangement of mixed congregations as was proposed,
would destroy the iudividuality of the church granting the favour. The subject having,
however, been cavefully discussed, and unanimously entertained in the aflirmative, the
Free Church congregation commenced to assemble with their brethren of the United
Presbyterian body, and the connection at once ripened into one of the closest cordiality
and religious concord. All distinctive nredilections were overlooked—the sacramental
services were conducted at one time—the two ministers preached on alternate Sab-
baths—the United Presbyterian hymn-hook was nused—the collections were managed
by a plan agreed on—and everything proceeded with the greatest propriety and good
will.  On Subbath week the Rev. John Purves preached & farewell discourse on the
occasion of the anticipated dissolution of the connection, and touk occasion to express
his warm and heartfelt gratitude for the favour of Christian fellowship that had been
e:;tc;ndod to his congregation, and indulged in sentiments suited to the circumstances
of the case.

The new building was begun at midsummer last year, and on Wednesday, 4th Oct.
this new edifice was opened by the Rev. Dr. Guthrie of Edinburgh, whose high popu-
larity attracted a crowded congregation, assembied from a wide circle of country,—
not made up of one denomination, but representing all shades of the Christian Church,
not excepting the Istablished Church. The reverend Doctor chose for his text, Rom.
xiv, 7,—* For none of us liveth to himself, and no man dieth to himself.” In the out-
set he took occasion to plead for union among the Churches, and showed the need of
all sections of the Christian Church combining to further the vne grand end and aim
of the Christian profession. He took an illustration from the character of he expedi-
tion of the allies, and pointed out how a calamity more disastrous than defeat would
come to us in the intelligence that those who were marching in all-conquering and
united action, had turned on each other and plunged their bayonets in cach other’s
bowels, instead of laying waste the common foe. Making application of this illustra~
tion, he showed how all the weakness and disaster of the Christian Church arose from
dissension, which had paralyzed it in the overthrow of the evil powers that were
leagued against it. e pointed out the distinction between unity and uniformity, and
drew from outward nature the lesson of a common purpose and common beauty,
though arranged in the endless variety of form and hue. In the religious application
of the text he gave a deep and searching analysis of that principle which was in antag-
onism to the gospel, that of selfishness, and in a strain of language, fervour, and
strength of illustration, which the orator is alone master of, he discoursed of those
things that constituted a fulfilment of conditions of service to the Lord and Master.
The discourse was in some parts delivered with thrilling pathos, and with an effect
altogether that will not pass away.

The afternoon was set apart for the holding of a public dinner to mark the occasion
which was attended by the leading members of the Free Church, and of other denom-~
inations of the town and neighbourhood. The meeting took place in Mr. Cleaver's
Inn, and upwards of sixty gentlemen partook of dinner. The Rev. John Purves
occupied the chair. A number of interesting addresses were delivered on the occasion,
aund the meeting was characterized by great cordiality of fecling. Mr. Purves, in
proposing as & toast the subscribers to to the building, narrated several interesting
instances of liberality. His first plan, he said, was to secure two subscribers of £150
each to make a start with. One morning a worthy neighbour and member of his
church calied upon him, with something in his look. He felt nervous as to what the
result was to be, or whether his friend looked to going on with the scheme at all. Iis
friend at last confessed he had earnestly turned the matter over in his night-thoughts,
and was prepared to contribute £150. He (the Chairman) had then a duplicate of the
same sum to find for the next subscription. He waited on another member of his
church, and found him resting in an'after-dinner nap. e said to him he hoped he
had visen from his right side, as he was about to make a heavy demand on him, at the
same time tabling his mission. His fricnd sprung up, and, with an off-hand air, said
he would stand good for £150 also. The names of these two gentlemen were Mr.
Elliott, writer, and Mr. John Johnstone, farmer, Crailing Hall. From all his members
a eordial co-operation was received. Twelve servant girls had each subscribed a
half-year'’s wages. A member of the Established Church subscribed.£100.

At the close of the meeting a gold watch and chain,—the gift of a number of the
members of the Free Church congregation,—was presented to Mr. Barr. The waich
bore the following inscription =—* From the Free Ghurc&x congregation of Jedburgh,
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to the Rev. William Barr, minister of the High Street United Presbyterian Church, in
token of their gratefur sense of the kindness and brotherly love displayed by him and
his people, in admitting them to a full and cordiel participation ‘in all their religious
ovdinances, from May, 1853 to October, 1854.”

Mr. Barr, in acknowledging the gift, said he had never been fond of personal orna-
ments, having been born & poor man’s son, and not with a silver spoon in his mouth,
but he would wear the gift as a memorial of transactions from which he had derived
great and unmixed pleasure. The principles he had got credit for acting on were not
new to him, for he and the Church with which he had commenced his career had
always held the free communion of the saints of God. Never had he witnessed a finer
spectacle than the mixed communion services. e had never met the man who had
spoken ill of that upion.—Edinburgh Witness.

THE WILBERFORCES.

The Wilberforces have, for some years past, kept themselves with sufficient prom-
nence before the ecclesiastical world ; and in their case, at least, ample evidence hais
been furnished that a love for evangelical truth does not run in the blood. What
a melancholy history is that of the family of the distinguished William Wilberforce,
the friend of th: down-trodden children of Africa—the friend of Bible Socicties and
Gospel Missions! We remember reading with a painful inferest the memoir of this
good man, which was written by his sons. It was remarkablo for two things. First,
the unworthy attempt to depreciate Clarkson, who devoted his whole life to the cause
of the slave, and who justly holds the first place among those who accomplished the
great achicvement of negro emancipation. And second, there was the high-churchism
with which it abounded. The sons were at great pains to show that their father had
much less sympathy with dissent and dissenters than he was generally supposed to
have; and that, notwithstanding some suspicious circumstances of friendly intercourse
with this sect, he was still o staunch supporter of the church established by law. And
te what has this high-churchism tended? 1Ve have itin the history of nis family.

Wilberforce had four sons. They were all educated at Oxford, all becawme clergy-
men, and all rapidly obtained good livings in the Anglican church. William the
cldest, has, for some time back, withdrawn altogether from public life; and his wife
has renounced the Protestant faith, and become a devoted adherent of the degrading
superstitions of Romanism. Harry, a sccond son, was viear of East Farleigh, After
enjoying this benefice for some years, which is of the annual value of £1000, he
resigned his living, and sought repose, like his sister-in-law, in the bosom of the Papal
church. e made the discovery that the English church was not universal—it was a
mere naticual church—that it was not apostolic—it was cut off from the ancient trunk
of the Romaa church by the sacrilegious hands of the cighth Henry—that it was not
infallible, having no one to decide with unerring judgment in disputed matters of
doctrine and practice. The Gorham case, setiled by the Privy Council, confirmed
those suspicious, and he immediately embraced the communion of that church which
professed to satisfy all his doubts. Much as one must deplore the conclusions to which
he came, we cannot but admire his honesty and integrity. 1lle did not remain in a
church, and eat its bread, while he did all in his power to undermine its principles.
He sacrificed an annual income of £1000 when he fied from the doaination of the Privy
Council, and surreudered his pawer of judgment to the successor of St. Peter. And
a man who carries out his convictions of duty at such an expense as this may be
piti:zid; but he is at least entitled to our respect for honest and straightforward
conduct.

A third son, Robert, was Archdeacon of York. Ife has been publishing rather
extensively within the last few years. He published a work on the Incarnation, the
leading iden of which is, that it is through the humanity of Christ we become parta-
kers of his salvation; that, for this purpuse, there must be a kind of physical union
with the humanity of Christ, and that this union is formed and sustained through the
medium of the sacraments. The treatise is a goodly octavo, and there is thus plenty
of space for an explanation of the opinions brought forward ; but the author has not
been over successful in making his meaning clear.  Then followed & slim volume on
Baptism, in opposition to Goode's work on the same subject; and about a year and a
haif ago appeared another book from his pen, entitled “The Doctrine of the Holy
Eucharist.” The works on Baptism and the Eucharist are merely an expansion of the
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sacramental doctrine laid down in the original volume on the Incarnation. The
Archdeacon’s opinions on the Lord’s supper have occasioned much excitement and
agitation in the Church of England. It is supposed that he has advocated the two
Romish doctrines, Transubstantiation and the Mass,—that is an actual transmutation
of the bread and wine into the body and blood of Christ, so that the clements, after
consecratior:. are no longer bread and wine; and a real sacrifice for sin—not a
memorial of it—and a true propitintion for human guilt. At all events, Roman
Catholic pericdicals have accepted this treatise as an exposition of the views of their
church on this subject. The Dublin Review, for April, 1854, says of it: “We cannot
but rejoice to find Mr. Wilberforce establishing the whole system of Citholic doctrine,
with respect to the Holy Eucharist, as at present received by the church in connection
with the see ef Rome.  With one or two exceptions, it is the ancient Catholic doctrine
of the church, set forth once more ir almost the very terms of the Tridentine defini-
tion.” It was supposed that proceedings would be instituted against him for publishing
doctrines opposed to the symbolic books of his church; and many were looking
forward with much interest to a second discussion, which might possibly prove, still
more than the Gorham case, how much the Reformed Church of England stoud in
need of a second Reformation. But the archdeacon has putan end to this dispute by
| resigning his preferments.  The Archbishop of York accepted the resignation very
B readily, and no doubt he was thankfnl that the controversy could be so casily settled,
which, had it been eatered upon, would have shook the walls of the ancient Estab-
lishment. The reason assigned by the archdeacon for his resignation was the Queen’s
supremacy in spiritual matters ; and the grounds of his objection to the royal supre-
macy “in all spiritual things or causes” will shortly be giver: to the public. It is
# probable enough that this is but the beginning of the end, and that he will soon follow
i bis brother to the Romish church.  He ought to have been there long ago.

We have not yet done with the Wilberforces. There is a fourth son, Samuel, who
is at present Bishop of Oxford. Possessed of fine talents, excellent powers of oratory,
B and of a most fascinating manner, he c¢xercises a large influence over the young men
g of Oxford. But his career has not been one of unsuilied honour. 1lis fellow-students
Al called him Slippery Sam, and it would scem as if his future conduct has rather
# strengthened than weakened the impression, which was formed of him in his ecarly
B years. Talent without principle, decorated with a great affectation of spiritualism,
appears to be his characteristic. He has never yet convinced the world that he is a
thoroughly honest man, one who can be depended upon when the hour of danger
i comes.  Well, the bishop has got into an unpleasant controversy with the Rev. Mr.
Brock, of Bishop's Waltham, regarding his brother the archdeacon. Mr. Brock writes
the bishop to this effect :—*“I have been told that you have expressed it as your
opinion, that the views which have been propounded by Archdeacon Wilberfurce, in
his book entitled ¢ The Doctrine of the Holy Eucharist,’ are the only views which can
save the Church of England from the dangers which beset her at the present crisis.”
The bishop answers in the negative. Jle never said so. He adds, however, “that he
agrees with the work in question in so far as it maintains, enforces, and illustrates
Hl that view of the reality of the sacrament of the Lord’s Supper, which Richard Hooker
il mentions in the fifth book of * Ecclesiastical Polity’ as the doctrine of Holy Scripre
i and our Reformed Church,” and then, under the mask of great piety, he accuses
¥r. Brock of uncharitableness, of bringing railing nccusations, of using inflamed and
sxaggerated language, etc.  Mr. Brock, however, i3 2 man of too much vigour to be
soeasily putdown. Heanswers him, keeps him close to the pointat issue, and meets
his personal accusations by refer.ing to some of the crooked policy of the pious and
tearful bishop himself, with regard to Bishops Hampden and Gobat.  We donot enter
i upon the lengthened correspondence. One thing is certain, that the bishop appears
bere in his true character, shuffling and slippery, that he has come off only second
best in the battle, and that he himself is quite conscious of the unpleasant fact. It
would not grieve us much, should the Bishop of Oxford become a Papist. He would
do infinitely less damage to the interests of Protestantism were he an avowed Jesuit,
tkan he<does in his present position. There is no fear of Popery in this country, except
3 ot Popery which exists in the Episcopalian Churches of England and Scotland. It
i@ 5 the wraitor within the walls, not the enemy without, that occasions any apprchen-
g sion. .And not the least dangerous of thuse traitors, in our opinion, is Samuel

Wilberforee, Bishop of Oxford.—Scottish U. P. Magazine.

{We sec it reported that Robert Wilberforce has actually joined the Papists; and
- gcglzlg 31 widowor itis thought not improbable he may take orders in the church of
o .
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REYV. MR. ONCKEN'S RETURN T0O GERMANY.

aving labored more than a year in his visit to America, spreading before the churches
what God is doing in the revivael of evangelical religion in Germany, and raising funds,
Mr. Oncken reached Hamburgh at the close of August;and, October 5, wrote the
American Tract Society.

“ 1st September,” he says, *we had our tricnnial conference, when all our devoted
colporteurs and missionaries, about 70 in number, were here. s Qur meetings were of
the most edifying character, throughout marked by a spirit of union and real brotherly
love. The great Master of assemblies was in the midst of us, presided over our deli-
berntions, and shed forth his Spirit upon his poor, but hapyy and honored servants.

“ Of the powerful support your excellent Society hasgiven to our mission, for many
years past, honorable mentioned was made in the eonference, and the assembled breth-
ern passed a unanimous vote of thanks to the American Tract Society.

? You will rejoice to iearn that our Tract operations have extended greatly. Our
issues this year amount alreadv to upwards of 530,000 coypics, and at least 200,000
copies more must be issued.  Bit alas, not a cent is left in our tressury, or rather, I
have already advanced S600, and we are thus compe'led to make an unusual appeal
to our American brethren, certain they will help us if they can.”

He proceeds to state, that o 1t of 150,000 souls in Hamburg, not over §,000 attend
public worship on the Sabbath, wlile great multitudes devote the day to amusement
and revelry ; and that in the grand dutchy of Nl——, a clergyman of high standing
prblicly stated, that in three districts, within ene year, faco hundred and lwenty-cight
cases had occurred, when the ministers had to leave their places of worship without
officiating, because not a single hearer was yresent.

“ Let me repeat,” he says,  the apalling fact, that millions in these so-valled Chris-
tian Jands will pass into eternity without having ever had the way of life, through
faith in a crucified Saviour, po-nted out to them plainly and faithfully, if this is not
done by good religious tracts.

“Last Lord’s day I met, for the first time, our noble and devoted band of tract
visitors, in our school-room. The facts which they related were intensely interesting
and touching, both in reference to the fearful condition of the masses of our people,
and the blessing with which the Lord accompanics these arduous and important
labors.—.dmericain Messenger.

{It may be recollected that, in the beginning of this year, Mr. Owken spent som:
time in Canada, and delivered very inteiesting addresses in Toronto and elsewhere.
Besides dwelling on the indifference to religion which prevails in Hamburg and the
adjacent countrics, he stated that the Lutheran Church there, has relapsed into

something little short of popery.]

CHRISTIAN RNOWLEDGE AMOXNGST HINDUS.

The Bishop of Victoria, describing his late tour in Southern India, says there is now
a Brahmin in the Judge's Court, and educated in the Madmas University, who gained
the prize for the best essay on the evidences in favor of the Cbhristian religion, and who
yet remains o heathen.—.American Paper.

[It is well known that great numbers of Hindus have an extensive and accurate
knowledge of the Scriptures. Upwards of twenty years ago, & returned Missionary
from India informed us that hundreds of young persous there, educated at schools with
which he was connected, were as well acquainted withboth the histories and doctrines
of the Bible as the generality of Sabbath scholars in Scotland. He said also, that he
had often observed that if at a school examination @ question was put, about which &
child was at & loss, its father would whisper to it a perfectly correct answer, both
parent and child, however, continuing heathen. Just so the boys at our grammar
schools learn the details of Greck and Roman mythology, while they well know it to
be purely fabulous. The casc affords & good illustration of the difference between
simple knowledge and belief, or faith.—It is obvious that the diffusion of so much
sound religious knowledge among the Hindus is something, and not a little, towards
the dissemination of Christianity. It is quite conceivable t)m.t, in such ciccumstances,
conversion might, on a very large seale, suddenly take place. Surely there is the
strongest reason for believers in the necessity and the cfficacy of divine grace, ear-
nestly importuning God that the good seed of the word, which has been o plentifully
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own and wkich is manifestly not dead, may, under the genial influence of His Spirit ,
pring up and bring forth abundant fruit.]

CANADIAN MARRIAGE LAW,

Have The CrErGY oF THE RoMAN AND ANGLicay Cuercues 1y Cavapa WesST ANy

Specian RicHTS AND PrIvILEGES 1IN REFERENCE T0 SoreymyizinG Manruiace ?7-—-The
Marriage Act, as we understand i, makes no exception in favour of the mizisters of
any denomination.  Every person duly set apart or ordained a Minister according to
the rites of his Church, is authorized to solemnize marriage in Canadan West, upon
condition of filing a certificate of his ministerial standing, with the Registrar of the
County, and taking the oath of allegiance. And if Ministers of the Churches of Eng-
land or Rome neglect or refuse to comply with this condition, they solemnize marringe
in violation of the law. We are informed that the Ministers of these two Churches
consider themsalves as exempted from the ebligation to observe this condition of the
Marriage Act; but npon what ground we are not aware, nor can we ascertain it from
the reading of the law. This is a subject which we think demands an investigation
by legal authority. The day is past in Canada when Ministers of one Church will be
allowed to assume a legal superiority over others, and claim an exemption from the
operation of a common law which is obviously intended to apply equally to all. If
Ministers of the Churches of England and Rowe are permitted to set themselves above
the authority of the law in this matter, we are certain that the Ministers of other
denominations will not guietly acknowledge their legal inferiority by a compliance
with its requirements.  Or if the law in question does really make the exceptions which
the conduct of the above-named parties implics, then aun unequivocal demand should
be forthwith urged for such a modification of the law as will place all Ministers on
} cominon ground with respect to their legal recognition.—We have no objections to the
provisions of the existing Act if they are made to apply alike to all; otherwise we
enter our solemn protest against the injustice of its partial application. And we here
suggest whe. her this is not a subject of such importance as properly to ¢laim the at-
tention of the House of Assembly ?—Christiun Guardian.

If the law beas above stated, then itis obviousthat the marriages solemnised in this pro
vince by the Roman and Anglican clergy are,in the eye of the law,nuli and void ; andthe
rights of children springing from such marriages, a5 respects succession to pro-
perty, must be seriously imperilled.  We say nothing of the position occupied
by females so mis-married.  If; again, theJaw be not as above stated, but as assumed by
the clergy teferred to, then the ninisters of all other denominations here, are held
¥ by the body politic, to be mere hewers of wood and drawers of water. llow long is
this to be endured? We submit that whichever liern of the dilemma be preferred
there is something calling loudly for immediate rectification.]

THE BEST FOR BOTH WORLDS. .
4 The family mottlo of the learned and pious Dr. Doddridge, was, Jum zivi-
o mus vicamus, Let us live while we lite; and he founded on it the following,
which is characterized by true wisdom as much as by poetical ingernuity :—

% Live while you live, the epicure would say,
And scize the pleasures of the present day;
Live while you live, the sacred preacher crics,
Aud give to God cach moment as it flies;
Lord! in my views let both united be,

I live in pleasure, when I live to thee.”

RELIGION OF THE AMERICAN PRESIDENTS.

¥ The religious belief of the fourteen persons who have filled the Presidential chair in
@ the United States, as indicated by their attendance upon public worship and the evi-
dence afforded in their writings, may be summed up as follows : Washington, Madison,
o8 Munroe, Harrison, Tyler, and Taylor were Episcopalians; Jefferson, Jobn Adwns,
& John Quincy Adams, and Fillmore were Unitarians ; Jackson and Polk were Presby-
terians; Mr. Van Buren was of the Duteh Reformed Chureh; and President Pierce is
3 Trinitarian Congregationalist.—Christiup Inguirer.

RELIGIOUS LIBERTY IN HARVARD UNIVERSITY.
8 The Undergraduates here are, by the rules, obliged to atiend church on Sunday, and
if the parents or guardians do not wish them to attend service at the Gollege Chapel,
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they state where they wish the student to worship, and the College pays for the rent
of the seats occupied by those who worship at the Cambridge churches. In accord-
ance with this arrangement, the following payments have been made to the several
rc_ligxous'societics in O1d Cambridge for the present academic year: Baptist Society,
$52; Unitarian Society, S70; Episcopal Society, $135; Orthodox Society, $183 20.
Total, $440 20.— Christian Inquirer.

Editorial, \
THE MAGAZINE.

In sending forth the Jast number of this volume, we have nothing of
very special importance to say. But we suppose that, for form’s sake at
least, a few words will be expected. 'We have not, nor do we affect to have
whereof to boast. Yet we are not willing altogether to shut our ears to
the whispers which, sometimes réach us, from quarters rather respectable,
that we have, in divers ways, contributed in some small degree, to the welfare
of our chur:h. Conscience, at all events, tells us that that main object for
which our labours were commenced, has been kept steadily, disinterestedly,
and honestly, in view. And it is satisfactory to reflect that, whatever instru-
mentality God may have blessed for the purpose, our church isin a less
hazardous, and more hopeful condition than it wad whenwe first reluctantly
undertook the task, and the responsibillity of this periodical.

In so far as we have fallen short of what may have been expected of us,
(and we have most signally failed in realising the beau ideal we proposed
to ourselves,) we, by no means, throw the whole blame on circumstances.
But circumstances have been, as every candid person duly informed will
admit, exceedingly unfavourable. Not only did we start under disadvan-
tages so great and manifold as almost cltogether to deter us, but we have
had twice, amidst uncertainty and hurry, to malke all the arrangements for
a commencement, in a year when even the best established concerns found it
difficult to get printing executed in Toronto. Though no such embarrasment
had been in the way, every one who has a just idea of what it isto intro-
duce a new denominational journal, in such a cowitry as this, and with so
limited a circle from which support could be expected, will easily believe
that our post has been no sinecure, and that our claims to indulgence are
considerable.

Our best thanks are most justly due, and are most cordially and respect-
fully offered to all who have given us their countenance and aid—to our
subscribers, especially to friends who have procured for us subseribers, and
above all, to the kind and able contributors, alas ! that they have been so
few, who have favoured us with valuable literary co-operation. Nor must
we onit to acknowledge our obligations to the numerous and excellent ex.
changes which have been so frankly afforded us. -

To our worthy Publisher, who does all for lové, and nothing for reward,
is due the credit of not having obtruded the jMagazine consciously on a sin-
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gle individual who was not supposed desirous to have it, At both of our
commencements a few copies were sent, unordered, and uncharged, to per-
sons whoit was hoped would be willing to aid our circulation, but with this
exception, no one in the province has received the Magazine who was not
understood to have ordered it, either by himself or another. It may hero
be remarked, that it would materially facilitate the publication of such per-
iodicals as ours,if the postal arrangements of the province were based on
the same liberal principle as those of Britain. At home, a publication which
is not strictly a newspaper, if it bear a newspaper stamp is allowed the pri-
vileges of a stamped newspaper, provided it weigh less than three ounces,
no matter though it have a cover attached and be printed on several sheets.
Why should not a similar pubiication here have, unstamped, the privileges
of an unstamped newspaper 3 Were such the case a Magazine like curs,
tho’ doubled in size and weight would be subject to only half its present
postage.

Tt would be inexcusable to take leave of our readers without congratulat-
ing them on the passing of the bill for Secularizing the Clergy Reserves,
The measure may be not unexceptionable,but it is surely a vast boon ; and we
earnestly hope that, under the Divine blessing it will contribute largely to
the civil,and ecclesiastical—the socia),and religions wellbeing ofthe commun-
ity. ‘Lhe course of public opinion and of legislation is manifestly and
strongly in the direction of the distinctive principles of our church, which
seem destined to a speedy and glorious triumaph.  Oh'! that we had wis-
dom, energy, and zeal duly to imnprove an opportunivy so favorable and
auspicious.

It ouly remains that, admonished by the season, we solemnly advert to
the lapse of time with its dread responsibilities.  When a few years: more
are come, the privileges and duties, the joys and sorrows of the present shal
be no more ; and for weal or for woe, an entrance must be made on the
awful endless future. O that we were wise, that we uderstood this, that
we would consider our latter end. Behoid now is the time of acceptance, be-
hold now is the day of salvation. Let us give diligence to make our call-
ing aud election sure. Let us redeem the time and do with our might
whatsoever our hand findeth to do. And humbly and devoutly recogniz-

ing the absolute need of succor from on high, let us pray : So teach us to
number our days that we may apply our hearts unto wisdom. Return, O
Lord how long ? let it repent thee concerning thy servants. O ! satisfy us
early with thy mercy ; that we may rejoice and be glad all ourdays. Make
us glad aceording to the days wherein thou hast afilicted us, and the years
wherein we bave seen evil.  Let thy work appear unto thy servants, and
thy glory unto their children.  And let the beawy of the Lord our God be
upon us, and establish thou the work of our bands upon wus; yea, the
work of our hands establish thou it



