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ALY, MEANS, AND FRUITS OF LDUCATIOV

The first and chief object of education is to cultivato,
develop and dirvect the mind and heart of youth, so ns
to enable the inteligence, which was made to sce and
be noarished by trath, aud the will, whose offico is to
love and practise what is really good, to feed and grow
strong on this twofold nomishment of the soul, truth
and virtue; or, in other words, to mako of the young
generation, good, enlightened Christians, to form them
after the only perfect mudd of mankind, Our Lord and
Saviour. It is therefore the duty of Parents and Teach-
ers to endeavor to make of the children confided to
their care, faithiul copies of the tireat Master, worthy
citizens for carth and heaven; a task traly noble and
meritorious, and worthy of their most earnest solicitudo
and constant care.  Edueation has then for chief object,
to instil into the mind and heart of youth, principles
and sentiments of honor and uprightuess, to induce
them to acquire virtuous habits, to correct and repress
by gentle persuasive means their vicious inclinations,
and 10 be the safeguard of their innocence.

Another object of education, secondary in importance
to the preceding, is to accustom the pupil to serious
mental application; to make him esteem and love
knowledge; to put him on the path that leads therve-
unto, teach him how best to make use of this long-sought.
for treasure, when acquired, and thus prepare him for
whatever station in life Divine Protidence has marked
ont fur him. Finally, education has for object to develop
the pupil’s physical powers, to strengthen his frame by
wholesonie exereise, that he may bc. cnabled in after-
life to support the mental and bodily exertions which
his calling may vequire of him,

Parents and masters will succeed in their laborious,
but highly meritorious task, if they train the children
confided to thei. :are, to be ever ready at the call of
duty, to lend thereunto a wiliing cur ~nd a ready hand;
ever to sacrifice pleasure to duty. By so doing they
will secure for them not only success in their studies,
Lut also peaco of conscience and genuine happiness, and
in the world to come, cternal bliss and glory. Ifthey
wish their youthful charge to reap these most desirable
fruits, they should themselves practice what they teach.
Thus only will their words of counsel and correction
have weight. Tike St. Paal, they should be able to say:
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“ Be yo followers of me, ax 1 also am of Chyist.”
(i Cor. 1V 16))

To vur privileged youth of Canada, for whom the
Church has multiplied (atholic Colleges and founded
(atholic Universities, I would addiess words of encour-
agement, lest the prospect of such a long and diffienlt
nndertaking as that of following out successfully «
complote course of udy shonld damyp their cournge
and thereby prevent them from persevering to the end
and  attaining tho honor, iofinence, and smiles of
fortune, which a complete edacational training usually
insures, together with refinement of mind, of manners,
anu of heart, when such teaining is not divoreed from
religion, an evil which is constantly guavded against
in Catholic educational institutions. The length of the
route that leads to virtue and knowledge, and the difti-
cultios to he met with in the way, should net, dear
youth, for a moment discourage you, nor slacken yonr
energies; for the farther you travel along this route,
the more powerful, active, and delighted yoar cavious
faculties will become; and when the difficulties which
you may now dread, are overcome, their remembrance
will render still move delightful the possession of the
treasures of virtne and knowledge, for which you shall
have lubored.  We prize but little what we can pick up
without toil. By a wise dispensation of the Almighty,
who loves laborious activity, and detests sloth, the
source of many a loathsome vice, everything truly
great, grand, and noble has to be toiled for long and
canestly.  And why not virtue, the brightest jewel of
the soul, the most precious in the oyes of God; a jewel
destined to purchise and adorn our heavenly crown ?
Amd why should we not toil hard for knowledge, the
brightest ornument of the mind, a never-failing souree
of the purest and most refined pleasure, even when
friends and cheery companions are absent ; even during
those hoars of leisure, which often weigh so heavily on
the hands of those whose minds are not sufficiently
cultivated and stored with knowledgo to enable them to
converse with their own thoughts, to enjoy, by means
of choice books, the delightful and instructive company
of the saints and sages, the refived and learned of the
past and present ?

The noble task, you are called upon to accomplish is,
as I have already said, to cultivate, to educate your
mind and heart; to train your heart to the love and
practice of virtue, and to store your mind with uscful
kuowledge. Relizion is the great educator of the heart.
It is our holy religion that reveals to us the heavenly
beauty of virtue, und the vich cternal reward with
which it is crowned. You will, therefore, pay great
attention to the study of our holy religion and the
duties it imposes. T.ook upon this as your most impor-

tant duty, a duty which you owe to God and his Churchy

10 yvourself, for your happiness in this world and the
next greatly depends upon it, and finally to thoso whom
the Almighty will hereafter contide to your teaching
and care. You are next to apply well to the vavious
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studies  whose  object is to ecdueate the mind,
to cultivate and develop its various facultios,

to dispel the mists and clouds with which ignoranco
fills the understanding ; in fine, to store the wmemory
with the treasares of knowledgo which the wisdom and
learning of ages have collected. ‘Theso grand vesults
are obtained not =0 much by cramming the memory
with a multitude of disconnected fuets and ideas, as by
studying thoroughly and leisurcly those well chosen
books placed in your hands by experienced instructors,
in which strict order and logical connection are every-
where observeld; fur knowledge nequired in & hurried,
careless manner, sovn vanishes, leaving tho mind
almost a blank, and has little or no training influence
on the mind, which still remains cloudy and embmr-
rassed.

Edueation is a slow process. The mind, like a
young plant, slowly and gradually develops itself, and
is all the more hiealthy and vigorous when nature is not
foreed, when the mind is not buidened beyond its age
and strength.  What a foolish illusjon, thervefore, many
young people lubor under, who imagine, that universal
knowledge can be imparted in a fow short years, that
after two or three years spent at school or at College,
they know énough to insure success and ceminence in
after life.  And unhappily they are too often confirmed
in this vain conceit by older heads, to whom they
naturally look up for counsel and direction. We cannot
otherwise explain the distressing fact that very many
of our Catholic youth, whose parents could well attord
to give then a thorough edueation, are withdrawn from
College before completing their collegiate conrso, during
which the varied excollences of the classic writings of
the Latins and Greeks, their natueal and  giaceful
clegrance. their harmony and polish, their originality of
thought anil noble simplicity, ave imitated and appro-
priated. They are thus deprived of the advantage of
studying those immortal unchangeable models of
genuine literary taste, which are beyond the reach of
degencrating influences, and never yield to the whims
of fickle fishion that eversighs for change. They wee

‘morcover deprived of the key to the seuse of a multi-

tude of words in their own language, which is lavgely
drawa from Tatin and Greek sources, and can therefore
never attain the propriety, precision and elearness of
style of a classic student.

But what is most to be regretted, they are by
this speedy withdrawal from College, prevented from
acquiring that solidity of judgment, that logical and
methodical turn of mind, that keenness of percep-
Jdon, that depth and expansion of intellectual vision,
which the study of Philosophy begets. Philoso-
phy is the study of the human mind and its
various relations to the material and spirvitoal world,
the study of the First Cause and his creative aet,
that is, of God and creation ; the study of the principles
on which certitude, veligion and equity rest; all which
enable the young Christian philosepher at once to detect

€
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sophistry and error, and to poiso in his tutored mind
the respective merits of the various systems of philo-
sophy which history records, and of those which now
sway and divide the learned, many of which ave funda-
mentally orroneous, or thovoughly materinlistic and
unchristinn. Henco the importance of genunine philo-
sophy ; for fulse philosophy is the curse of our age, the
vonom which poisons with its unchristian, infidel, mali-
gnity so many works ou literature, science, education
and politics.

It is now cusy to sec that students who are with-
drawn prematurely from College, thereby avo rendered
for ever incapable of ubly upholding and defending their
religious convictions, of ably representing their race
and locality in our political assemblies, or of ocenpying
to advantago any advanced post of influence and
emolument. There may be excgtions to this rule;
but they are few, and then gemus, a very rare gift,
supplies the want of mental culture, though often-
times, this want of suitable training clips the wings
and dims the eagle eye of genius itself.

1 think few will deny that we Catholics here, as in
the neighboring Republic, do not occupy that position
in the social scale to which our numbers and natural
abilities entitle ug, aposition which weshould earnestly,
perseveringly, and unitedly endeavor to better, and
that without delay. Of course, the influence of hun-
dreds of years of penal proscription in the old Lund, is
still felt, and this, in a great measure, explaing our
seanty proportion of representants in our federal and
local parliaments, in offices of honor, influence und
emolument. Our fathers came out here impoverished
by the injustice and bigotry of their ralers. They
came with humble aspirations; for, having beon so
long kept down the hill, habit somewhat reconciled
them to their inferior position. But it is now high
time that we should lock up. We arc here in a free
country with equal righta to cnjoy, if we are only wise,
clever, and united enough to demand and obtain them.
We are not inferior to others in energy or talent. Let
us therefore earnestly and persoveringly cultivato thoso
abilities. And to multiply and perpetuate the excellent
results that shall arise from this self culture, let us also
generously putroniza our schools and colleges ; for
cducation iy a sure, speedy, and easy way to success in
every comse of life. Fducation is the path to rank,
and fortune, and fame; and when'thoroughly Catholic,
education is also the path of truth and virtue, which
leads far higher still, to the realns of eternal bliss and
glory  Much has already been done, but*much still
remains to be done to render our GCatholic schools
thoroughly efticient and successful.  This is a matter, of
the greatest importance for the future of our Catholic
popuintion, and to it we .hould devole our utmost
attention, activity and zcal. Nor should those whose
position and means cnable them to give their children
a superior training, a college education, neglect to do
s0. Such an edneation is vequived to fill advanced

posts with honor and to the bost advantage. This
suporior colloge training is needed by those whom we
shall put to the fore to ropresont us and fight our
bttles, to forward our religious, political, and socinl
interests, otherwise they will be unfit for the honorablo
trust confided to them. This is why I advocate a
thorough and complete collego traning for those of our
youth whoso paronts can well atford to givo it to them.

If we attend as we ought to self-culture, if we ever
prove gencrons supporters of Catholic education, and if
moreover we constantly encourage and help one

another, believe me, when our fellow-citizens are.

looking out for candidates upon whom to confer civio
or puarlinmentary honors, and whou there shall bLe
question of nominating to some lucrative office, or to
some high position of honor or trust, Catholics will not
be cast aside, overluoked and ignored, as they have too
often been hitherto; and thus our holy religion will be
bettor respacted by outsiders, our religious and social
interosts better guaranteed and forwarded, and God
better glorified before men in the faithful children
of his one holy Church.

L.J G
:0:
STRIKES—AS AFFECTING EMPLOYER AND
EMPLOYED.

In the present state of society, when all the signs
portend an imminent calamity, when we view the body
politic convulsed with startling schemes aud theories,
seeking the umelioration of laboring humanity, it
devolves upon cvery good citizen to calmly front the
issue, examine in its every bearing and accord the due
meet of justice. To-day, throughout the civilized world,
Labor stunds breasted against Capital, and vague delusive
speculation usurps the place of practical bLelief. The
conservative mass of society hold aloof and coolly view
the situation, under the deception that the evil is tran-
sient and will meet, in time, its due redress; but, in the
peril of the hour, this spirit of conservatism must be
cast off or, unknowingly, the theories now promulgated
will work an effect, the consequences of which must be
of the direst character. In any emergency, the stern,
practical commou-sense of the community can be relied
on, but a spirit of interest must bo aroused and, in the
discontented laborer, we must recognize a fellow-strug-
ler for existence, u brother in nature and requirements,
and one to whom, at all times. our kindliest sympathy
and assistance should be extended.

The question of labor presents such an extended and
varied ficld of onquiry, that we are constrained to con-
sider but two of its phuses, hoping that the limitation
may permit of a more thorough and just appreoistion.
Within-the-past few years, more than ever before, the
public ear has been startled with reports of uprisings,
“ strikes ” on the part of laborors; and, as thequestion
of zovernmental interference has been raised, let us

co—
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eudenvor, impartinlly, o discover what arve tho relative
rights of cimployee and omployer, and to what extent
authority is justified in intervoning.

« Strikes ” may bo considered under two points of
view, viz: in themselves und in theiv practieal results,
Lot us oxamine tho question, first in the light of its
intringic nature,  What is the signification of the word
“strike? "  Nothing but the mere discontinuation of
work on the part of an associnted number of workers,
having in view tho obtainment of more cquitable
terms.  Now, we must all admit that every time an
honest menns is employed to attain an end equally honest,
the method adopted is intrinscenlly lawfal and justly
atlowable. But this i exactly the case with the laboror;
ho ix only oxercising & nutural vight, a vight as impreg-
mible and inalienable as any upon which our social
structure is founded.  Man is constituted by his nature
the master of his mental and physical powers, and while
free will and liberty exist, he alone has an absolute
right to determine their individual value, and to conti-
nae, or refrain from exerting them, at tho sole dictate
of his convenience or feeling. Thus, in reality, a
“atrike " reduces itself to an act of volition, legitimate
inits every sense, and the decluration of a right as
sacred as a mandate from heaven, since whatever is
implanted by nature is the immediate handiwork of God.
Moreover, if snccess atteml the sirikers efforts aml
more favorable terms are obtained, it clearly demon-
strates that 2+ strike ™ is a savinge power in the hands
of' labor to pracure at just redress. It follows, then that
the oft-repeated cry for governmoental intorvention is a
wild delusion, as the powers of authority in such cases
are exceede:l; and an interference, on its part, would be
a gross injustice.  The duty of & government is to sub-
serve the nataral rights of its citizens, not to destroy
them, and an infringement, in this vespect, immediately
forfeits obedience.  Farthermore, not only would such
an exercise of power bo a violation of natural right but
also would, at all times. expose the poor laborer to the
rapacity amd injustice of too-exacting employors, render
him impotent, and =ubject te all manner of imposition—
thus placing in the hands of Soucialists and other pre-
suming champious of humanity arguments jnstifving
their plea that Labor is the uawilling slave of
Capital,

But Economists will tell us that « strikes™ ave
apposed to the primary principles of Politieal Seiences,
and that the strikers rarvely accomplish the end in
view. Lt is advanced as 2 striet law of Economy,
that the just wages of labor is in a direct ratio to the
demand on the manufhcturer and in inverse ratio to
the number of workers available ; and an dadvance in
wages is allowable only when the capital invested
is multiplying dividends, or, oun the other hand,
when the number of available workmen ix limited,
Siuco, claim the Economists, ¢ strikes ™ can, in no
mannes, inerease the capital in hand or, in reality re-
duce the number of workmen, it successful, they obtain,

an werense factitiously and, if not, they injure thoso
willing to continue undor the old rates, The
argument is of’ u specious unturo, for, in the first placo
it pro-supposes ¢ strikes” oviginating from the sole
motive of un advanco in wiges, when, in man) instances,
striliors desiro o reduetion in the hours of Jaboy, the nbro-
gation of unjust and onerous laws, or the removal of
some peeuline griovance.  In preality, the conclusions
deducod by Eeonomists are contradicted by a multi-
tude of facts,  Thornton maintains, that, although in
many enses manunfiwtnrers are snceeesstul in overcomingg
and uprizing of' this nnture, ton times to the manufae-
turer’s once, the =trikers rest victors in the strugglo
and suceeed in obtaining their demands, which instead
of conflicting with the interests of those not engaged in
the “ strike ™ contribute substantially to their benetit.
Certainly the receipts gf the mapufuctures are reducod,
but should the pittance -f the pose labarer be sacrificed
to an aunbridled love of guin ?

Again, will Economists tell us that an anerease in
in the cost of production, necessarity. increases the price
of purchasable articles ; therefore, the workman,
who has need alone or the other of these, will tind,
evontually, that he is in the same condition as he was
previous to the “ strike ™ or worse off on account of the
loss of time and trouble entailed.  Exporience proves to
us that this= law of Economy is far from being  immuia-
ble.  If xome muanufacturers continne in etfect to vealize
the same prodits, alter a  concession is made, the
great majo-ity are consteained by the toree of (he
“times,” and are obliged to vest satistied with a reluced
retien,  As Rieavde <ays, purchasable  connnoldities
inerease in value, not on asconnt of the price of labor
in their manutacture but, on the other hand, on acconnt
of the materials and the quality of the Inhor expemded.
The opponents of © strikes ™ may tell us that in the
consideration of' this question, wa look simply to the
mattes of gain without a thought for the losses invalved.
We are romindel that the spinners of Manchester, in
their strilke of 1329, suflfered aloss of £2530,000 sterling;
thosp of Ashton about the same amount; sl this has
always been the case with strikes evon up (o the pres-
ent  time--t  great pecuniavy and  consequent
distress to the working classes.  Necessarily, Strikers
incur a pecuniary los<s; but if you retlect that this
amount of losy, at first view, so loge, is dJdivided
between thousands of workmen, the forco of the charge is
in a great measure diminished. In fact, the loss incurrad
reduces itself to the loss of wages which the employees
would have obtained if they had not engaged in the
strike.  Now, as every man of business has a right to
risk & certain sum with the hope of an inerensed retnrn,
no authority can withont abuse of power intrude in a
speculation of this kind, by its nature strietly private
and legitimate.

Economists further «ay that - strikes " are not only
injurious to the manufacturers directly aflected, but
also indivectly to every other industry, to all classes of

loss
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society. When tho conl miners of' England ongage in
8 striko, is not tho prico of coal exorbitantly raised ?
Aro not many factories and manufacturers obliged to
suspond business, and do not such loses necessarily
affoct the uational wolfare ? We do not deny the premises
but the consequonces should not be exaggorated. England
is poculinrly & country of strikes. In no other part of
the globe have they been morve frequent, carvied to such
an extreme or so obstinate, but, for all that, has
Eungland's commercinl  standing  been  materially
aftected ? Without doubt, their are losses and grreat ones,
but by certain manufactwiers, by cortain citizens only,
while the muss of socioty has nover suflered oxcept in a
passing manner. On what grounds, therefore, would
the government have the right to interdict them? Iy
there any more semblanco of justice, on the part of
authority, to interfere in the interests of the manufact-
frers than in that of the *striker? " Suvely, there is
not. No manufacturer has the right to impose on the
laborers in his cmploy and, for a greuater reuson, no
authority can assume to constrain the omployees to
meck submission.

These conclusions, it may be said, are, in there pre-
sent scope, theorotically just, but do not take into con-
sideration the fuct that, in many cases, the strikers are
prompted to rebel through a desive for undue wages,
and moreover that great social disorder often accom-
panies their act—as illustrated in the Pittsburg riots
where the rights of property were violated and the
business prospects of the community jeopardized. To
these charges wo reply in a few words the right in
question has been proven, but, if in the exercise of that
right the laborer conflicts with the legitimato rights of
othors, not only the state can, hut ought to interfere and
afford to her citizens their due protection. As to the
objection relativo to a demand for immoderate wages, it
avises, in great part, from a groxs misconception of
what constitues a just recompense to man for his labor.
In our present social system, except in rave instances,
tho laborer is lovked upon as a soulless, article of traftic
to bo passed from hand to hand antil, all powers of Zain
being exhausted, it be cast aside as worthless,

Raroely does Capital consider that she is dealing with
Man,—the crowning work of a Creator, a being endowed
with free-will aud intelligence and one who will never
sudmit to bo deemed a mere commodity of trade. Man’s
uature and capacity give rise to wants which it would
be blasphemy to snppose conld be satisfied by such a
heartless estimation.  What effect can such an unnatu-
ral zppreciation of man have upon our social progress ?
Christian society is not an aggregation of irresponsible
individuals whom, ir' their immedinte wants are satisfied.
Capital may consider as justiy recompensed, but an
assemblage of families, in which assemblage every
individual should be looked upon as cither one who has
actually assumed the responsibilitics of & househould,
or is actuated by that laudable intention. When we
puss the nowsboys on our streets, let it not he forgotton

that in them exist tho germns of manhood, that they
stand before us, the prospective futhers of a coming
goneration. It consideration of this nature do not
influonco Capital in hor gauge of human Inbor, the
social strueture must soon crumblo. What ave, then,
tormed immoderate wages are but often the righteous
demand of man for assistance in the fulfilinent of duties
arising from his nature and socinl relations. Undoubt-
cdly, many social disorders are the immediate results of
¢ striles,” for men struggling te obtain a baro sustenance
aro rendered obdurate and reckless, but, have not the
oxcosses of “strikes” found more than an equipoiso in the
unjust conrse pursucd by Capital ? The cry of distress
from poor suffering Ivelund, the strugglo of serfdom in
Russin, the strikes of England and America are attribu-
table, in a great measure to one and the same cause—
this total disregard of man as a living fuctor in society
having duties to perform towards himself and thcse
dependent upon his care and protection. When Capital
will removo the veil from her vision, assume a rightful
relationship to labor, and discover that by her nature
she is designed to be the helpmate of man in the fulfil-
ment of his various duties, we may look for, if nota
lasting solution of the present question, at least a miti-
gation of tho ovils, at prosent so painfully apparent.
J P Q
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THE WOOD-PECKER.

As I %as yosterday morning walking in the garden,
und contemplating the rengscent plants and awakening
frogs, my attention was called away by a gentle
continuous knocking among the shade trees. Turning
in the direction of the sound, my cyes fell upon a wood-
pecker perching ugainst the trunk of a maple tree, and
busily engaged at what I afterwards found to be its
morhing meal. At the time the creature was vigorously
tapping the bark; but, suddenly desisting, it began to
move round the side of tho tree next to where [ staod,
making short halts at intervals in its progress. Then
returning to its first position, it resumed tho tapping
operation, and, after a short time, repeated its tour half
round the tree. At last, for some reason of its own, it
flew away and alighted on a neighbouring elm. There
it passed rapidly, almost shot, up and down around the
tree, picking the little insects that after & winter’s
sleep, were returning to consciousness, in the insterstices
of the rugged bark. Thinking that I might now visit
and inspect the work on the mapie tree, I approached
aud found fifteen little cavities scooped in the bark, and
running horizontally right and left. These cavitics
were rapidly filling with tho sap that cosed from the
interior, and, for some distance below them, the bark was
moist with the flowing liquid. I thought of the golden
age 1 —

“ Rlavaque de viridi stillabant ilice melia.”’
Yhe little receptacles were now brimming high with
the sacchavine juice, and sparkled in the bright sun like
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dew drops. T thoanght it but proper to withdeaw to o
distenee, lest my  visit might prove an intrasion.  The
ereatnre soon returned to thoe feast, took ita position
under the wells, amd sipped  every one of them dry. It
resumed its tapping, and, having opened a new fountain,
went bobbing off to the right, halting and sipping as
before, Tt again adjonrned to the elm, and again regaled
itselt with more solid tood :
¢ Mircuit utile dulei,”

It scemed as if, with the labouwr of pecking, and the
variety of dishes, the erenture’s appetite was improving,
and T came away leaving appetite to take its conrse,
without spectator, gnest or rival,

Returning an hour lator to the garden 1 found that
three additional holes had been made. At mid-day the
number had increased to thirty. 1 could not help
admiring the elegance of the little work executed by the
winged artist.  The holes were scooped in the form of
cups, and notwithstanding the rapidity with which the
bird plicd its art, and the roughness of the material on
which it worked, the surfaces within were perfectly
rounded and smooth.

« Materism superabat opus.””

Inevery clime and season, as we look around us over
benutiful nature, the Providence of God comes ont before
onr eyes in charming traits.  Fach quadruped, each
bird, each plant, speaks of the Being, who, unseen,
manifests Himself in His Works.  Who else taught the
wound-pecker to look for nutricious juice in the maple ?
Who tanght it to scoop with taste, and in such a
direction as to eateh the descending sap 2 Whenee came
its knowledge, that the cups once emptied wonld till &
second time, and that, while they were filling, it might
improve the time in another field of labour. Nature is,
indeed, beantiful and instructive; bnt only when we
look narrowly inte it and beyond it, toits great and
wise and bountiful Author, Him who gives to all His
creatures the means of selftsupport and self:defence
When onr Blessed Lord spolke of the unbounded conti’
danee which we ought to have in our Heavenly Father,
Ho took tho birds of the air to illustrate Ifis sweet
doctrine. * Behold the binls of the aiv; for they neither
sow ypor do reap, nor gather into barns; and your
Heavenly Father feedeth them.”  Then, recalling to ux
our own position and value before God, e concludes:
“ And are not you of much more value than they.”

MMM
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Dr. Emmons, a New Ingland divine, met a pan~
theistical physician at the house of a sick parishioner.
It was no place for a dispute; but the abrupt question
of the pantheist was, * M. Emmons, how old are you?”
¢ Sixty, sir; and how old are you?” “As old as
creation,” was the triumphant response.  “ Then you
are the same age as Adamjand Eve ? "' J« Certainly, |
was in the garden when they were.” “1 have always
heard that there was a thivd party in the garden with
them, but I never knew before that it was you.” rejoincd
the divine.

e e e e cimo— . eene———

THIE QUEEN OF TIIS SEASONS.
By Cardinal Newman,

All i3 divine
Which the Highest has made,
Through the days that he wrought,
Till the day whenehe stay’d,—
Aliove and below,
Within and around,
From the centre of space
‘To its uttermost bound,

In beauty surpassing

The universe smiled
On the morn of its birth,

Like an innocent child, .
Or like & rich bloom

Of some gorgeous flower ;
And the Father rejoiced

In the work of his power, -

Yet worlds brighter still,

And a brighter than those,
Aud a brighter again

He had made, had he chose ;
And you never could name

‘That conceivable Lest,
To exhaust the resources

The Maker possessed.

But 1 know of one work
Of his infinite hand
Which special and singular
Ever must stand,
So perfect, so pure, '
And of gifts such a store,
That cven Omnipotence
Ne'er shall do more.

The freshness of May,

And the sweetness of June,
And the fire of July

In its passionate noon,
Munificent August,

September serene,
Arc together no match

For my glorious Quecn,

O Mary ! all months
And all days are thine own,
Ir thee lasts their jovousness
When they are gone,
And we give thee May,
Not because it is best,
But beeause it comes first,
And is pledge of the rest.

08

A great many people say what they don't mean in
their prayers. A Scotchman went behind a fence to
pray, and decliced to the Lord that it the fenee should
fall on him it would be no more than he deserved. At
that moment a high wind blew the fence over on the
petitioner. o rose hastily from his knees and cried
out in a frightened voice:—* Hech Lord! it's an awful
world this: a body cannot say a thing in joke but it's
taken in earncest.”

k
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EVOLUTION.
A Diatogue.
( Written for the OatHoLIC SHIELD.)
1L

Spontaneous generation.—Creation.—Darwin’s Theory.

Evolutionist.—You are cortainly candid. And spon-
taneous genoration al)pom's absurd to you! Permit me
to show you on which side the nbsurdity lies. Every-
where about us life, real life is apparent. The air we
breathe and the waver we drink swarm with myriads
of infusorin and animaleulo. Do wo not see decaying
animal and vegotable matter continually producing
other organic forms ? For example if you take some
ordinary bluck pepper, steep it in water, and expose it
to the sun for a few days, you will find in the infusion
an_ immense number of microscopic animals, which
swimg, durt, and whirl about in all directiony, as they
evade or pursue ono another in a desperate struggle for
existence.

Scholastic.—That is all very true; but where do they
come from ?

Ev—They come of conrse from the pepper water;
and it makes no difference whether you take animal or
vegotable matter, if you place it in water and expose it
to the sun, the infusion soon will teem with life. Far
then from reganding decaying animal or vegetablo
matter as dead, science declaros that it has in reality a
dim lifo about it, which under favorable circumstances
will cause it to develop into beings with lives like the
organisms of which they once formed a part.

Se.—Pardon me, but science never made such a
declaration. I know that Professor Tyndall said as
much, when he told the British Association, assombled
at Belfast, that he discerned in matter a promise and a
potency of engendering every form of life. This was
bold Ilunguage; and coming from so great a physicist
as Tyndall, many regarded it ay the tenching of science,
and without further inquiry implicitely believed it to
be true. Many others however saw that it was false,
and knowing that science properly so-called cannot
teach but truth, they knew that Tyndall's words were
not the teachings of scienco. The Catholic hicrarchy
of Ireland vigorously attacked the materialistic doctrine
of the learned Professor. Confronted by their superior
science, what did he do ? Did he like & man conscious
of right re aftirm his declavation ? No. he retracted it.
In his « Apology for the Belfast Address,” he confesses
that the idea impressed itself upon him in times of
weakuess and doubt, and that it always disappeared in
the presence of more strong and healthy thonghts.
Thus, he completely reverses the judgment which he
jrave wlxen-JO(r away by the fancics of his imagination.
e has since done more. By a series of brilliant
experiments, a detailed account of which he read before
the Royal Society of London in 1876, he has conclusive-
ly shown that spontincous generation is absolutely
impossible; and that if animal or vegetable infusions
exposed to freo air soon swarm with life, it is because
they have become impregnated with the germs of the
exceedingly minuto organisms which are constantly
prosent in the atmosphere. To exclude these germs
from the substances experimented upon, was a work of
the greatest diffitulty ; but when their exclusion was
effected, Tyndall found, as Pasteur and others had done
before him, that infusions of any kind may he exposed

to air and light aud heat for months without ever
manifesting the slightest trace of life, Such, sir, is the
tenching of scienco with respect to spontancous gene-
ration, and the lifelessness of dead or decaying matter,

En.—You believe then that life cannot be cvolved
intrinsacally from mattor. Be very careful, my friend,
Even the testimony of your scholastics upholds this
principle of the doctrine of evolution. Do you not
remember the words of your famous St. Thomas:
Corruptio unius est generatio alterius? Supported by
his infallible authority, are not they a sufticient
rejoinder for you ?

Se.—Well, well!l And you would bring in the testi-
moay of St. Thomas in favor of your theory ! You
must have found his words in the same place in which
you found your opinion of the great Scholastics; and
you have certainly given them a meaning which they
do not express in his works. Corruptio unius est generatio
alterius, everywhere in tho writings of St. Thomas and
his followers, means that matter on losing one sub-
stantial form acquires another.

Ep.—Oh! I sco that your Scholastic expressions are
susceptiblo of almost any interpretation. Now, as you
hold that spontancous generation has been rejected by
scionce us an impossibility, you of course imply that
life can be produced from dead matter only by the act
of & creative power. Many of our evolutionists believe
tho same. They hold that a fow primary forms wore
created, and that all others, man included, were gra-
dually evolved from those primary forms. ¥or my own
art, J can see no inconsistency in the idea, that asupreme

cing could as readily fultil the intention of his creation
by consceutive transmissory processes as by a special
individual act; and I would ask you, if we can, with &
true sense of humility, look around us and view the
heavens and this beautiful earth of ours, subjected to
the same laws, in active inter-communication, and say
that we stand alone the work of a special creation ?

Se.—Pray do not talk nonsense. Creation is a mystery
which natural science may seek to penetrate, when it
has oxplained the common mysteries surrounding us.
Even the potency of matter to engender life, if such a
potency existed or counld exist, offers to use the words
of Tyndall, “no solution of the mystery in which we
are plunged and of which we form a part.” Consider
those laws of which you speak. They may be discov-
ered, named and observed; but farther ratural science
cunnot go.  When Sir Isaac Newton was asked why an
apple fell to the ground by the force of attraction, he
answered, ¢ it is beyond the limit of human rveason, it is
the will of God.”

Ey~—But Newton was always intrading religion into
the domain of science.  Besides, he lived two centuries
ago, and things have changed since then,

Se.—They have changed indeed in this that some
modern mon of science propagate with tho greatest zeal
whatever ideas seem most likely to destroy religious
faith. But they remain the same as to knowledge of
the laws which govern the universe. That shining light
of Frolution, Mr. Herbert Spencer, is, I presume, an
authority for you on any subject. In his ¢ First
Principles,” he says—doubtless with a true sense of
humility—¢ It is impossible to form any idea of Force
in itself, and it is equally impossible to comprehend
cither its mode of exercise or its law of variation.”
Timo and space are also unintelligible. Why, then, are
you unwilling to admit the idea of a special croation,
because you cannot understand it? You have certainly
no'more reason to deny it, than you have to deny the
existenco of foree, time and space. Yon admit, you
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suy, the creation of some forms of life, But if some
wore created, why not all? You wre—if such o thing
were possible—Iless logical than the French and German
ovolutionists. They deny creation altogether, They
see that if they admit it for anything they must admit
it for everything, and would thus be compelled 10 ac-
knowleldge the existence of a Crontor in whom they
professedly do not wish to believe., Yot with a credulity
that is perfectly refreshing in this incredulous age, a
Broea and u Haeckel place the greatest good faith in the
existence of forms which they regurd as necessary to
constitute the basis of their theory of evolution, but
which they themsclves call intv beiug out of nothing
more than protoplasn and their inner consciousness !
The infidel Rousseau was right when he said, « the
incredulous.are the most eredulons.” You believe in the
creation of a fow primary forms of life.  Now I should
like to know what those forms were, and low from
them man could possibly be evolved.

Ep.—Diflerent views ave entertained.  According to
Mr. Darwin, there existed at an extremely remote
poriod a group of animals resembling in many respeets
the larvae of our present ascidians, and divided into two
clusses ; the one retrograding and producing the
ascidias which now exist, the other rising to the height
of the animal kingdom by piving birth to the verte.
brates : all of which i= readily proved by the similarity
of the changes that take place in the embryonie deve
lopment of the ascidian and the vertebrates ;—a similar-
ity so close ss to establish clearly that there must bo a
wonetic relation between the two cycles of life, hitherto
vegarded as distinet.  From the aseidian we advance to
the amphioxus, the lowest known vortebrate; and here
ngnin tho same relationship is manifest. The noxt
step in the order of evolution ix that occupicd by the
cartilaginons fishes, which closely resomblo the am-
phioxus both in structure and habit. We can now
easily traco tho procession of being to the lepidosiren,
an amphibian animal like the frog.  And now, on the
testimony of Mr. Iluxley that extinct reptiles have
affinities to birds, and the platypus of Australia to birds
and reptiles, the platypus holds the next place in the
order of succession. From it, through an impla-
contal mammal, the kangareo was noext evolved. Then
comes the lemur, the lowest of the guadrumana; and
atter the lemur, the sim-adae. The latier seem to have
divided into two classes, producing the platarhine and
the catarlune monkeys of the new and old world respect-
ively. From these in turn descended tho anthropomor-
yhous or man-like ape, and from it the ape-like man,
who was our immediato progenitor.

Such, Sir, is the doctrine of man’s origin held by
modern scisnce.

Se—Say, rather, by some modern scientists,

Kv.—Woll, by some modern scientists, if' you will;
but these the moat famouns our age has produced. 1
have not enteored into a detailed account of the procosses
involved in the transformation of being from one
species to another, through all the grades of animal
and vegetable life; buat I can state with confidence that
the grounda which have led to the wide accoptance of
our doctrine are such as never can be shaken.

Se.—And what may those grounds be ?

Ey.—Briefly, that species both of plants and animals
riso above and pass into one another by almost imper-
ceptibie gradations; and that between the higher
mammals and man, whe, to speak {;luinly, is only an
improved ape, there exist innumerable points of similar-
iy in embryonic development, stractine and faculties.
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Se.—Then, nceording to you and Mr, Darwin, man
has leen derived from something like the larva of an
ascidean, by gradual progressions through the whole
animal kingdom. But to ostablish your theory, yom
muahe conjectures wholly unfounded, and you coolfy
assume as certain what is opposed both to renson and
experience, and which thorefore should be rejected by
any man endowed with common sense.

Ev.—You are surely jesting. 1 stuted broad facts,
ulml made no assumption that was not founded upon
them.

Se.~—I Leg your padon. In the first place, you bring.
in uy necessary links in the chain of evolution, certain
animals of who~e past or present oxistenco theroe is not.
the slightest evidence. You noxt assumo as granted or
as true what is utterly mpossible, numely, that one
rpecies of animals or pldnts can givé rise to another
species,  This assumption includes another, equally
contrary to renson and experience,—that there is in
organic¢ boings au invariable tendency to differentiate
and improve. Finally you assume that because man
resombles somo animals in structure and in smepuly
of his faculties, he has therefore been derived from them.

Ev.—Although T must say that the most definite
information has not been obtained with regard to the
anitaals you rofor to; vet the hypothesis of their
exiswnce is highly justifinble, especially when we-have
once damonstrated the cortainly of genetic progression,
and have considered by what gradual stages this pro-
gression advances.  We can then, [ say, most scientifi-
cally asswine the existence of intermediate forms, b{
pursuing the same mothod of investigation a8 in ail
scientific inquiry. .

Se.—By your nothod of investigation or invention
any hypothesis however groundless is to be sdmitted
provided it supports the theory of evolution. In other
words, where obeervation fuils to supply you with facts
you can draw for them on your imagiuation. You
speak too of having demonstrated the certainty of &
gonotic progression. In fact, however, you sup
that also, and by doing so you sssumo as certain a
manifest impossibility, that is, that species can chauge.

Ev.—And you call that a manifest impossibility !

Se.~Certainly, Sir, since it is contrary to resson
and contrary to experienco. But perhaps you ave not
properly aware of what essentislly constitutos a species.

Lp.—Naturalists, I believe, in determining whether
two or more allied forms ought to be ranked either as
spetics or virieties aro guided - by the following consi-
derations; the amount of difference between- them,
whether this diffcrence rclates to fow or many points
of structuro, and, especially, whether they are of a
constant type for & continued length of time. -

Se—1 am glad to find that you are partly right.
There is something then upon which we can agree.
Similarity. of structure is one of the charactevistics of
species, and constancy another—one, I am surprised

. that you would acknowledge.  But species is constant

through all time. This is readily onved by the philo-
sophy you affoct to despise. It defines species as a
certain typo and essence of individuals which ave fertile
inter se. Now cwsences cannot change ; hence species
is immutable, and thus renson proves your assumption
to be fulse.

Ev.—Let your philosophy rest in the dusty tomes
from which you took it. Fertility and sterility are no
safe criterions of identity or distinctness of species,
since they are easily affectad by changed' conditions of
life, by close inter-broeding, and are governed by highly
complex laws. What coustitutes a spooies is » question

A ki
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for naturalists to define, ns thoy have nccessarily to
mako it tho first object of thoir study. Shall we then
admit with regard to it the arbitrary decision of your
misty philosophers, whose knowlcd; 0 of the laws of
nature must have been very limited ? In this caso, fuber
fabricet.

Se.—No one will dony that other conditions besides
difforonce of species may effuct fecundity. But this in
no way wenkens the scholastic doctrine, which has
been propounded anew by the greatest naturalists of
modern times. Linnacus, Cuvier, Blainville, Agassiz,
Quatrefngos, with many others of less note, ull hold
that continued fertility is the distinctive and essontial
murk of the identity of species. Thoy thus prove that
the old Scholastios understood well the trus busis of
natural history ; for it is o theseparation of'species and
their subsequent classification that natural history as a
science is founded. The great Cuvier and his brother
Frederick tried répeatedly to produce intermediary
species, but always failed. The hybrids, after two or,
at most, three generations, either beczmo complotely
sterile, or returned to one or the other of the purent
specien. Flourens, the into Director of the Jardin des

iantes, répeated and varied the experiments of the
Curiers, with the very same result. Sinco the promul-

tion of your theory, enthusiastic evolutionists have

n untiring in their eftorts to produce new species,
and I nced not romind you that they have not succeeded
in forming a permanently fortile hybrid even between
snimals so closely related as the hare and the rabbit.
Within the limits of a species races and varieties may
indeed arise, but even thon, for the most part, only by
the intervention of man. As Linnaeus said, with pro-
found sagacity : Nature opus semper est species; culturae
sepiug varietas. In veality, Sir, species and gonus are
always nature’s work, while varioties arise often
through cultivation. Varioties, as I have said, may
chunge and do change; but the mutability of species,
without supporting which you cannot advance one step
in your theory, is contradicted not onlﬂ' by reason,
chservation and experiment, but also by the most
certain historical facts,

Mummies have beon disentombed in Egypt after a
sleep of thirty centurics; and they are iden'ical with
the Egyptians of our day. Figures of dogs, oxen, croco-
diles, &c., sculptured on the ancient monuments of that
country, correspond exactly to the animals now living
there. Thus, so far as species is concorned, the oldest
historic rocords bear witness that it has remauined
unchanged..

Aristotle, who lived two thousand yeuars ago, was
almost as distinguished a naturalist as” a philosopher.
He diligently studied the fau .a and flora of the couutries
congquered by his pupil and friend, Alexander the
Great. He classiﬁe«r and minutely described that fauna
and flora; and modern naturalists testify that the
animals and plants now existing on every coast and
isle of the fair Aegean, and in its purple waters, cor-
respond exactly to the descriptions given by Aristotle.
‘The two thousand years which have passed away since
he lived have not changed or altered anything. 1lenco
history confirms what observation and experiment have
proved concerning the constancy of species.

Ev.~What an idea of history you must have! Do
'ou imagine that the annals of the world are limited
by the age of Aristotle or the Egyptian mummies ? Two
or three thousand yecars ave but momentsin the existence
of the universo. Hundreds of thousands of centuries
preceded them, wherein the work of evolution could
progress. Historical evidence obtained from ancient

monumonts or writers is of no possible value in the
case , as the conutancy of specios during tho compara-
tivoly short period of three thousand years does not
niilitate in the slightest against my doctrine. The
proper history of tho world's existonce is & broader
field of study than you conceive it to be. It is the
record of endless ages of progressive change, graven
by the hand of nature in overy rock and stone,

———0!

THE IRISH STATE CHURCH.
(From McCarthy's * History of Our Own Times.")

“ The Trish Peasant to his Mistress " is the name of
one uf Moore's tinest sungs. The Irish peasant tolls his
mistress of hi. undying fidelity to her. “Through
grief'and throagh danger” her nmile has cheered his
way. ¢ The darker our fortunes the puror thy bright
love burned; " it turned shame into glory; fear into
zeal. Slave as he was, with her to guide him he felt
free. She had a rival; und the rival was honored,
“while thou wert mocked and scorned.” The rival wore
a crown of gold; the other's brows were girt with
thorns. The rival wooed him to temples, while the
loved ono lay hid in cuves. * Her friends wore all
mastors, while thine, alas, aro slaves!” ¢ Yet,” he
declares, “cold in tho earth at thy feet 1 would rather
blo tln,m wed one 1 love not, or turn one thought from
thee.’

The reader already understands the meaning of this
poetic allegory. If he failed to appreciate its feeling it
would bo hardly possible for him to underatand the
modern history of Ireland. The Irish peasant's mistress
is the Cutholic Church. The rival is the State Church
sct up by English authority. The worshippers in the
Catholic fuith had long to lio hid in caves, while the
followers «f the State Church worshipped in temples.
The Irish pensant remaived through centuries of perse-
culion devotedly faithful to the Catholic Church.
Nothing could win or wean him from it. The Irish
population of Irelund —there is meaning in the words—
were made appurently by untuve for the Catholic fuith.
Hardly any influence on carth could make the genuine
Celtic Irvishman a Materialist, or what is called in
France a Voltairean. For him, as for Schiller's
immortal heroine, the kingdom of the spirits is easily
opencd. IHalf his thoughts, half his life, belong to s
world other than the material world around him. The
supernatural becomes almost the natural for him. The
streams, the vallevs, the hills of his native country are
peopled by mystic torms and melancholy legends,
which are all but living things for him. The very
superstitions of tho Irish peasant take a devotional
form. Thoy are never degrading. His piety is not
merely sincere: it is even practical. It sustains him
against many havd trials, and enables him to bear, in
cheerful patience, a lifelong trouble. ¢ praises God
for everything; not as an act of mere devotional
formality, but as by instinct; the praise naturally
rising to his lips. Old men and women i Ireland who
seem, to the obscrver, to have lived lives of nothing
but privation and suffering, are heard to murmur with
their latest breath the fervent declaration that the Lord
was good to them always. Assuredly this genuiue
picty does not always prevent the wild Celtic naturo
from breaking forth into fierco excesses. Stormy out-
bursts of passion, gusts of savage revenge, t0o often
sweep away the soul of the Irish peasant from the
quiet momings in which his natural piety ~d the
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teachings of his Chureh would hold it. But deep down
in his nature is that fuith in the other world and its
visible connection and intercourse with this; his
voveronce for the teaching which shows him a clear
title to immortality. For this very reason, when the
Irish peasant throws off altogether the guidance of
religion, he is apt to rush into worse extravagances
and excesses than most othor men. He is not made to
be a rutionalist; he is made to be a believer.

The Irishman was bound by ties of indeseribable
strength and complication 10 s own Ciurch. It was
the teacher of that faith which especially commended
itself to his nature and his temperament. It was made
to be the symbol and the synonywm of patriotisin and
nationality. Centuries of the cruel, futile attewipt to
force unother religion on him in the name of his
Englizh conquerors, had made him regard any effort to
change his faith, even by argument, as the attempt of
a spy to persusde a soldier to forsike his flag. To
abandon the Catholic Church was, for the Irishman,
not merely to renounce his religion, but to hetray his
country. 1t seemed to him that he could not become a
Protestant withont also beconing o renegade to the
national eanse.  The State Church set up in Ireland
wak to him a symbol of oppression. It was Gessler's
hat stuck up in the market-place: only a slave would
bow down to it. It wax idle to 1ell him of the free
spirit of Protestautism ; Protestantizm stood represented
for him by the anthority which had oppressed his
fellow-countrymen and fellow-Catholies for generations;
which had hunted men to the caves and the mountaing
for being Catholic, and bad hanged and disembowelled
them for being Irish. FEvery argument in favor of the
State Church in England was an argument against the
State Church in Irelund. The English Church, as an
institution, is defended on the ground that it represents
the religious convictions of the great majority of the
English people. and that it is qualified to take walcome
charge of thoso who woald otherwise be left withont
any roligious care or teaching in  England. The
Catholics in Ircland were, to all other denominations
together, as five to one: the State Chureh represented
only a small propoertion of a very small minerity.
There was not the slightest pretext for affecting to
believe that it could become the mother and the guand-
ian of orphans and waifs amaong the Irish people. In

many places tho Protestant clergyman preached to a !

dozen listeners; in somo places he thonght himself
lucky when he could get half a dozen. There were
places with a Protestant clergyman and Protestant
chureh and absolutely nu Protestant worshippers.
There had not of Iate years been much positive hostility
10 the State Church among the Irish people. Since the
abolition of the svstem of tithes, since the dues of the
parson were no louger collected by an armed military
force with occasional accompaniment of bloadshed, the
bitterness of popunlar feeling had very much mitigated.
The Irish peonle grew to be almost indifferent on the
subject. “'W th Henry I1,” savs Sydney Smith, ¢ came
in tithes, to which, in all probability, about onc million
of lives may have been ~acrificed in Ireland.” All that
was changed atlast. So long as the clergyman was
content to live quietly aud mind his own flock, where
ho had any to mind, his Catholic neighbors were not
disposed 1o trouble themselves much about him. If;
indeed, he attempted to do that which, by all strict
logical reasoning, ho must have regarded himself as
appointed to do—if he attempted any work of con-
version, then he aroused such a storm of anger that he
generally found it prudent ta withdraw frony the alious
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and hopeless enterprise.  1f he was a sensible man he
was usnally content to minister to his own peoplo aud
meddie no further with others. In the large towns ke
generally had his considerable congregation, and was
busy enough. In somo of the country places of the
south and west he preached every Sunday to his little
flock of five or six, while the congregation of the
Catholic chapel n short distance off were covering
great part of the hillside around the chapel door,
because their numbeors were many times too great to
allow them to find room within the building itself.
Sydney Smith has described, in a foew words, the con-
dition of things as it existed in histime: “ Oan an Irish
Sabbath the bell of a neat parish church often summons
to chureh ouly the parson aud nn oeeasionally conform-
ing clerk; while two hundred yards off a thousand
Catholies are huddled together in a miserable hovel,
and pelted by all the storms of heaven.” In days
nearer to our own the miserable hovel had for the most
part given place toa large and handsome church; in
many places to a vast and stately cathedral.  Nothing
could bhe more remarkable than the manner in which
the voluntary offerings of the Irish Catholics covered
the fice of the country with churches dedicated to the
uses of their faith.  Often the contribations came in
liberal mensure from Irishmen settled in far-off countyies
who were not likely ever again to see their native
fields. Irish Catholic priests crossed the Atlautie,
crossed even the Pucifie, to usk for help to maintain
their churches; and there c¢ime from Quebec aund
Ontario, from New York, New Orleans and Chicago,
from Melbourne and Sydney, from Tasmania and New
Zealand, the money which put up churches and spires
on the Irish mountain-sides. The proportion- between
the Protestants and the Catholics began to tell more
amd more disadvantageously for the State Church as
years went on. Of late the influx of the Catholic
waorking population into the northern province threat-
ens to overthrow the supremacy of Protestantism in
Protestantism’s own stronghold.

It has often been said that if England had uot perse-
cuted the Catholies, if she had not thrust her State

Church on them under circumstances which made
it an insolent badwge of conquest, the Irish people

might have been gradually won over to the religion of
England.  To us nothing seems= more unlikely than any
such change. The Irish people, we are convinced,
would under any circumstances whatever have remained
faithful to the Catholic Church. As we have already
cendeavored to show, it iz the Church which scems
specially appointed to be the guide of their nature. But
it is certain that if there had been no persecution and
no State Church. the feelings of tho Trish people teward
England would have been very different from whag
they actually are even at thisday. There would have
been no rebellion of 1798, There would have been no
hatred of Protestant to Catholic, Cathinlic to Protestant.
All this is obvious; every one says as much now. But
there is another view of the question ; there is snuther
harmfual cffect of the State Church and its surroundings,
which is not =0 often considered nor so commonly
admitted. Thix is the indirect harm which was done
by the sctting up in Ireland of a * British party,” to
cinploy a phrase once familiar in politics, a8 party
supposed to represent the interests of the English
Government. and indeed to be, as it was commonly
called, the Protestant garrison in Ircland. Naturally
the govermment always acted on the advice of that
party, and as = matter of course they were frequently
deecived.  The British party had no way of getting at




the real feelings of the Irish people; they were among
them, but not of them. They kept on continually
assuring the government that there was no real eause
of dissatisfiction in Ircland ; that the objection to this
or that odious institution or measure came only from a
fow agitators, and not from the whole population. It
will not be forgotten that down to the very outbreak of
the American War of Independence there were the
remnants of a British party in the Novthern States, who
assured the English Government that there was no
real dissatisfaction among the American colonists, and
no idea whatever of severing the connection with
England. The same sort of counsel was given, the
sume futal service was rendered, on alinost all important
aceasions by the British party in Ireland. It was prob-
ably from observing this congition of things thac Mr.
Gladstone camo to the conclusion that the Fenian out-
break, the Manchester resene, and the Clerkenwell
explosion furnished a proper opportunity for i new
system of legislation in Iveland.  One of the sad defeets
of our parliamentary svstem is that no remedy is
likoly to be tried for any evil until the evil has made
its presence felt in some startling way. The Clerk-
enwell explosion was but one illustration of a common
condition of things., We seldom bave any politieal
reform without a previous explosion,
‘ 10
*TANTUM ERGO.”
“Tis now the Vesper hour; glad sunlizht streams
In golden radiance through the cascinents high.
Staining the marhles with broad opal gleams
Briglter thaun drifted flushes of the sky.

Upon the altar starry tapers shine
With happy radiance, while the lilies slight
Hang brimming o’cr with slumberous golden wine
Pourcd by the sunbeams in cach chatice white.

Slowly the circling mists of incense rise,
Fading screnely “mid the lapses dim :

Far through the jasper gates of Pamadize
Float chonls Eolian of sermphic hymn.

Adowan dim aisles the long. gray shadows creep.
The argan sighcth on the languorous air.,
‘Till one by one the sweet tones fall asleep,
And silence hovers o'er us like & praver.

The tabernacle postals open wide,

The kuecling pricst awrits his Kingly Gucest,
Who coineth in the purple eveutide

Just ax the day drifts down the branteous west,

Hark! bark! Divinest music breathes around.
Aud cvery head bows lowly at the cry;

Exarth’s guanlian spirits echio back the sound :
“ Jesus of Nazarcth, Jesus passes by,”

A rilence falls like dew @ the kneeling throngs
Cast down the heart’s palin branclies at his foot ;
Vouices cclestial chant triutnphant songs,
And angel hamps main xilvery cchoex swect.

We know the King hath gone upon his way,
Lo! as we lift our dazzlad eves in praver,

A dreamy glory gilils the shadows gray
A something tells us that he Liath been there.

Now gently fade, O thou divinest light?

Veil thy roec gleamings ‘neath 2 starty pall.
8till thro” the solemn Iapses of the night

Our hcarts shall feel God's benedictions fall.
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THE GOSPEL OF NYGIENE.
(From the * Catholic World.")

There is a large class of Protestant books which may
be described ns ethically “on the fence.” These are
written with the laudable intention of giving advice to
voung men, forming the character of young women,

rightening the domestic hearth, advocating the * small
moralities ™ of life, and gently leading the tottering
footsteps of age to tho peace of the tomb. It is much
to be feared that these well-meauning books have seldom
any readers, the very persons whom they mre intended
to benefit being the first to eschew them. There they
stand, however, upon the library shelf of Young Men's
Christian Associations and publie lyceums. Bound -in
blue and gold, they are presented to young lady
graduates and find their way into Christmas stockings.
They pop out at you in hotel parlors, and lurk among
Your magazines and journals,  They have often a plead-
ing carnestness of title, such as Young Man ! whither ?
or Maiden ! whercforc? but their clean, uncut pages
awaken u fear that they often plead in vain.

Every man  believes that he can give advice, and
this is the raissn d'étre of such books. But the difficulty
is, there is only onc way of enabling men to practise
advice —i.c., by the help of supernatural grace—aund it
is the utter ignoring of this essential which makes such
books so incongraous. Despite the appeal to “ religion,”
their cardinal teaching is the worldly good which comes
from being virtuous; or, in other words, it pays to bo
holy, and morality is a powerful factor in the completion
of Number Oune. This is an intensification of Pela-
gianism, and, we blush to say, it is confined almost
cxclusively to the writings of the *great American
moralists.” Heaven knows we are sordid and sclfish
cnough without seeking exeuse in Seripture or incen-
tives in cthical science. But the moralists know our
love of money, our intense business cnergy, and our
practical way of viewing most questions in their
pecuniary relations, and thus is evolved the morality of
selfishiness, with its mystic symbol Al.

Although such books claim to be cmbodiments of
moral philosophy, they are exclided from acy claim to
that noble title by their failure to assizn any motive for
the moral actions which they counsel.  Dr. Holland’s
Eceey-day Topirs and T. Starr King's Substance and
Shadae give no resson whatever for the morality which
they inculeate, except the overmastering importance of
A1, We have several excellent American moralists,
as Dwight, Wayland. and Hopkins, who, falsely, itis
true, but gencrously, hold that bLenevelence is the
highest good, in direct contradiction to the Al ethicists.
In fact, these latter gentlemen, cmboldened by the full-
fledged develonment of their system in the intense
selfishness proclaimed by evolutionisim, have dropped
the “ideal,” and represent life as a desperate struggle
for bread, in which the fittest survive, mainly through
physical power, which may fully claim to be *“ mozral "
in the highest sense,

This brutal muscularity is not to be viewed as synony-
mous with the beautiful strength which the Grecks
idealized, thus taking away the gross realism attached
to the sinews of a pugilist or an athlete. But young
men and women must take exercise “in order to
Lreathe to the full the bounding pulse-life of nature, and
feel the royal exhilaration of the uncorrapted animals
of the forest.  An unhealthy man cannot quaff the fal-
ness of life's intoxication.”  If this means anything it
means something which a Christian would regard as the
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avimality spoken of by St. Panl.  The coarsest ridicule
is showered upon the * puling wretches ” who cannot
take the stroke in a boat-race or do without an afternoon
cup of tea. Dr. Hall and Dio Lewis both c¢laim to be
<« moralists ” in the trucst sense, and trace all vicious
inclinations to something physically wrong, and the
Al philosophers echo them most faithfully. Ono would
think that no spiritual being could become so blinded
as to place his highest moral good and its continuauce
upon the state of his nerves. Wo thought that Moles-
chott uud D'Holbach were clussed among materialists.
But we are told by *“Christian philosophers” that
there is no thonght without phosphorus, no moral purity
without a just equipoise of temperament, and no con-
scientiousness without a big bump in the coronal region,

Co reud these morulists one would fancy that the
chief duty of man is to keep and to improve his health.
Morning prayer may be advisable, but the bath is indis-
pensable. There can be no moral cleanliness without
the vigorous nse of the flesh-brash an! the towel. The
highest spiritual perfection depends upn the cfficiency
or oar shower-bath, and the glow of devotional fervor is
undesirable ouless the whale body is at normal tem-
perature.  The beanty of the advice comes in with the
introduction of the Scriptural warrants.  All of us
kuow the conditious of bathing, but how few of us last
summer at Long Branch or Cape May realized that we
were fulfilling 1o the letter the “ moral injunctions™ of
Mases, John the Baptist, and the “ far-secing Savionr !
The morning lath, according to the moralists, is the
genuine baptism, “and theslogians who prate about
sacraments  show that they  know nothing about
hygiene.” Among the benetits of the bath may be
noted “a firm determination to fight the battles of life
and to overcome  temptation "—a happy cousummation
which most of us thitk is brought about by prayer.
But then prayver, being a “liberntion of force,” is un-
scientific.  The yeung man and woman are conjured to
preserve their health at all hazards.  Cherish it as you
wounld your own soul. Leuave nothing undone to gain
it, if lost, It ix the pearl without price. Without
health yon have no show in the awful, the terrible
hattic of life.

. e ———— e aea——
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You are elbowed, driven to the wall, |

looked upon as a horrible bunden, # leper from whom ¢

the Goddess of Heaith shrinks appalied.  You drag out

- - saes - }
a miserable existence, unpittied and avaided, and you |

are liable to he hurried to a pauper's grave, with a
feeling of glad vrelief on the part of the survivors. On

© penses with the aids to_xalvation.

the other hand. how glorious is bonny, buxom health, :

cle.

health, is implored to guard it with all the defences
which brau-bread, oatmeal, and abundance of pure
water throw around it.  He should carcfully avoid the
style of collars known as Piceadiliy, and reflect long
upon the proper width of his trousers  Iymorance may
laugh at braces, but how many can trace the ruin of
their health to too much tightness! A false ctiguette
permits the clozing of windows when the thermometer
isat freezing-point, though arctic travellers scout the
idea. AN the vertebrate animals showld wear flanncel ;
and what if silly Jdomestics do grumble at your insisting
upon 2 warm foot-bath, with mustard, cvery night? It
ix the chief moral duty to preserve your health, and all
other duties must group themselves around it. What-
cver virtues vou praclise, never omit your practice of
the dumb-bells, and makeo it ar invariable rule never to
give & penny to a1 mendicant whom you suspeet of not
having washed his face. Ten to one, if he bathed, lic
wanld not be a beggar.,  If your chureh is unventilated

The younyg man, in view of the supreme excellence of”

e O - wea————

on no conditions go to it. Rather take & leisurely walk
to a public garden and inhalo the Great Spirit of Nature,
who cannot send his vivifying influenco into the dingy
tenements and Inrking-pluces of disease which men, us
if in irony, call his dwelling-place. Be careful that
Your toes are well protected in bed, and, if sleepless, on
no account turn your mind to any devotional or other
cmotional subjoct, but calmly count ono thousand until
Morpheus waves you into the land of dreams.

In fact, the Al moralists are so intent upon the

importance of health that they forget all about any
Christian practices which have not a1 medical aspect.
Some praise the ~anitary regulations of certain monastic
orders, and vegetarians in particnlar are quite enthu-
siastic over the fasts prescribed by the Catholic Church.
But as the church hus not made bathing an article of
faith, ¢ like the grand old Mosaic covenant ” she comes
in for a nnmber of raps, particularly as she certainly
does not appear to condemn the “ horrid austerities
practised by some of her saints, under the delusion that
they are propitiating an angry Deity.” Of course the
whole spirituality of the Christian faith, as a ministry
of sorrow and of suffering, is hidden from these men,
who worship ILvgeia without even the graceful forms
of the old Romans and Greeks. The natural man
recognizes health as the chief of our tomporal goods,
but neither Greek astheticism -nmor  Roman  valor
believed in coddling our bodies or placing physical
strength as tho swmmum  bomum. Iic:xlth is chiefly
valuable, morally speaking, as an admirable facility for
serving God and our ncighbor more carnestly; but
heathenism itself rejects itas an end. The nircana of
the Indic creeds is something heroic compared with
this valetwlinavianism.  Sickness sweetens and purifies
maost men, and we may never know the genuine beauty
of a friend's character, or his reserves of patience and
tenderness, until we seo him stricken with disease and
win,
! The young man, glowing with health and fully
acquainted with the number of bones in his buck, must
now proceed to develop his will-power.  For the benefit
of ordinary Christians it may be said that the will-power
corresponds to the divine help we are promised in order
te fuitil God’s commandments. The willpower dis-
But here, alas!
there is a slight hitch. Before you can bo assured of
possessing the will-power examine your fuce well in the
glass. If your chin retreats, and the angle formed Ly
the tip of your nose, and your cars, and the top of your
head does not fulfil the conditions of Cuvier's facial
sngle, return at once to the dumb-bells.  Your whole
future will now depend upon rectifying this unfortunate
defect. Much may be done by physical exercise, but
you must bring the moral facultics into play. Exercize
your will in doing dixagreeable things.  Foree yourself
to get out of bed on a cold night, and to stand on ane
leg in yvourvoom. Run around the corner in your hare
head and slippers, and face the ridicule of the passers-
by. If you prefer one side of the strect, take the other.
Try to like peaple whom you naturally detest. Bring
the will up with a jerk, if you find it disposed to shrink.
Bo of gol courage when you hear people speaking of
you as abstinate and malish, for it is a sure xign that
you arc advancing in will-.power. Itis hardly necessary
to add that the favored mortal whose facial angle is
perfect has no difficulty in obeying the Ten Command. |
ments. In fuct, hie rather smiles at the limited number.
The most dizagrecable duties are cheerfully assumed,
and he i3 & walking fulfilment of the Delphian oracle,
“ Know thyself! ™




THE CAT

On reaching maturity the young man is advised to
study well the characters of those with whom he comes
in contact in business.  From the serene height of bis
virtaes, he can quickly detect the wenknesses of those
unfortunate men who did not enjoy his moral training.
Ile studies their wenknesses. Ile watches their un-
guarded moments, which avo only too frequent, secing
that they generally have no will-power. He seizes
opportunitics. He does disagreeable things for the
sake of the exceeding great veward in the future. He
sccketh a wife (vide Yonng Ladies' Guide), and he lives,
in full physical strength, to a happy old age. and
descends into the tomb after the manner prescribed in
The Stoping Patlucay, by the same author,

Books on old age, which flourish under such titles as
Looking tawcard Sunset, invariably assume that the old
gentleman is, to use arather slangy expression,  pretty
well fixed ” Ile has nothing te do but to be didactic.
Tle gathers hix grandehildren avound him and telis
them of his carly struggles, his fierce fight against the
temptation to bay an overcont when he had the money
aml sorely needed oue; his dispensing with a clerk and
wiasherwoman when he wis founding the fortines of his
howso; his rongh experience when he acted as a private
watchman, and his trivmphant defeat of” conlitions of
witchmen against him; his encounter with an Ivish
coalman when he expressed his dermination to put in
hiz own coul, and bis glow of manly sutisfaction at thas
having saved a quarter; his determination to become a
rich and honored member of socicty; “ And now my
children ™ (smiling) * sce me.”

There ix a very charming book of Cicero’s, De Senee-
tute, in which he describes the.compensations of old age,
but hie evidently wias not aware of the kind of compen-
sation bere deseribed. The retrospect of old age,
according to Jully, should take in manifold deeds of
heroism, of kindlinexs, of doing rervice to the common.-
wealth.  But if the chief crown of old age is to be o
night-cap of United States bonds the halo somehow or
other vanishes.  Even Macbeth's dream of honored old
age is au improvement upon this, and the great old men
whom Cicero deseribes had little fortune beyvond honors
and troops of friends.  There is nothing more beautiful
than age in its full car of good works; but Heaven save
us from “descendinge the vale™ in a patent juvalid-
chair, talking morally about our lriump‘xs. which were
somebody clse™s defeats !

Icis only when one reads these goody-gomly books
that he realizes the extent which the biology of evolu-
tionism  has reached. The =pecilations of Herbert
Speneer have quite supplanted the old teachings of the
English moral philosophers. The deformity of evolution
i~ most apparent in its moral esavs. There is some-
thing quite fascinating in the scientitic witings of the
Darwinian school; but then, you know, the great stinge-
gle for existence todk place myriads of ages ago, You
cannot be expected to sympathize with the extinet
species that went down before the fierce onslanght of
the * fittest.” Jtisall like the wars of the giants. But
when the evolution theory applies its sociology you
begin to regret that you cver felt any interest in the
vile thing.  Spencer, the moralist of evolution, asks you
such horrible questions ns Whether deformed persons
should be encournged to live; whether there is any
“ charity " in succoring the incurable; whether imbe-
ciles and the insane had not best be disposed of s we
are counselled to dispose of them in Plate's Repudlie; is
lite worth living for those who cannot miake a living 72—
and other suggestions which go with a chill to the heart
of liim whe, afar off, follows in the footsteps of the
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infinitely compassionate Redeemer of mankind.  What
business has anybody to be poor, lame, blind, or dumb ?
Whose fault is it 2 What right have sickly people to get
married, or, i married, to preserve their diseased ofl-
spring, that will grow up burdens on society ? Why do
we encourge idleness and improvidence in the building
of almshouses and refuges, when without them the
wretched race of invtdes would quickly perish under the
law of the survival of the fittest? O horrible outcome
of'science! This is your boasted redemption of humanity |
Rejoice, O man! if you are strong and well to do, and
filled with the comforts and appliances of this life, for
they will enable you all the more readily to overthrow’
and stamp out your wealker brother!

200 e e

EVENTS OF THE MONTIIL

When President Garfield took Blaine of Maine into
his Cabinet, making him Sceretary of State, surcly he
fovesaw the selection would wound the feelings of

2oscoe Conkling of New York, to whom, more than to
any other. he owes his own berth in the White IHouse.
Hc knew these two Senators were deadly rivals for the
** boss "-ship of the Eastern States, and that Conkling's
cunning manceuvres at Chicago had defeated Blaine's
bold attempt to secure the presidential nomination for
himself.  But, as if Garfield did not consider Blaine's

! appointment a suflicient insult and injury to the gen-

tleman from New Yark, he next procecded to reward
with lucrative positions some of the latter’s personal
enemies, notably one Robertson with the office of
Collector of the Port of New York.  This was teo much
* for Conkling, and nobody was surprised to hear that he
apposed with all the force he could commund the
choice of the President when submitted to the Scenate
for vatification.  The result was a dead-lock in legi-la-
tion for several days, over the petty appointment of a
coliector of tolls ! A glorious spectacle truly in a great
Repuldic! At last somcbody had to give way, and the
somcebody was poor Mr. Conkling, who, together with
Mv. Platt, his colleaggue from New York, resigued on
AMay 16th. This was what Mr. Secretary Blaine desired
but feared Coukling would not be fool cnongh to do.
Of comise, Conkling means to be clected umin if he
i, s 3 pratest against the administration, althongh
he pretends he will not move a hand to secure that
result.  With cqual resolution Blaine is determined that
his ol rival, now his victim, shall not be re-clected,
and the legislature at Aibany will be the seene of ane
of the wickedest faction fights ever waged.  Grant sup-
ports Conkling, and makes 1 warm appeal in his faver,
bitterly denouncing the President and his advisers, bt
Ulysses A's prestige is gone, and his touch puts a blight
upon cverything. This cmbroilment is regarded by
Demacrats as the beginning of the end of the Repub-
lican  party; by the independent press as the final
collapse of the * Machine,” which has ran the depart-
ments in the interest of political gamblers, during every
administyation for deeades of years. If so. thereiva
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soud time coming for our neighbors, such as we enjoy on
1his side, where there nre no “ machines,” no ¢ bosses,”
no seandals, no lying newspapers; where there
brotherly love, and unalloyed enjoyment of' the Syndi-
cate, the Censns, and the great N, P,
%o *
We have had our little sensution too in Ontario
over a resignation.  The elevation of Mr. Jobn Alex-
ander Boyd of the Toronto bar to the Chancellorship of
the Province, over the head of Mr. Vice-Chancellor
Blake, was very distasteful to the latter gentleman and
his friends..and his resignation followed as a matter of
course. Probably it was not unanticipated by the
powers that make judges. Be that as it may, the Yice-
Chancellor’s action did not surprise many, while to
very many hix descent from the bench gave positive
satisfaction. Not that he did not possess all the
required legal attainments, but because of his higotry
or rather craziness, on religious and social questions,
which he could not contral even in the administration
of his high office. A member of the junior bar, writing
in ane of the Toronto papers. declares, from his own
observution, that a Catholie, or a High-Churchman, or
a Licensed Vietnaller, interested in any case appearing
before Vice-Chancellor Blake, was alwuays exposed to
some aneer or reproach from that godly-minded dis
penser of justice and open biblex.  In no case, however,
can it be said that justice miscarried owing to his pre-
Judices; and there ix no reason to suppose they were
the considerations that stood in the way of his promo.
tion. s friends assure us, it is his intention to devote
most of his time, his undisputed talents and well known
cnergy, to religion and morulity.  Every Christian is
expeeted to do a little in that line. And there is
demand just at present for another Reformer, with a
big soul if not a bixg stick, in the Anglican e~tabli<hment
at Toronto. Bishop Sweatman, who wias to door dic
to the tunc of « Hold the Fort,” has gone back shame-
fully on his Low-Church professions, and is introducing
surpliced choirs into all the churches, to the amazement
and horror of the pure evangelical party, those Israelites
in the wilderness, to whom the ex-Vice-Chancellor is a
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cloud by day and a pillar of fire by night. It was the
ex-Vice-Chancellor  who elected very  Jow-Church
Sweatman to the bishoprie. What should he now

dethrone himy, even ax Jehu did Ochozias, and assume
the office himself, in the interests of religion and moral
ity ! Bishop Blake! That wounld be a relief, indeed, to
hix brother, in whose aide he has long been a thorn.

* * *

As straws show  which way the wind blows, so when
Yyour tailor, measuring you.-for a tromsers, asks if you
will have a pistol-pocket, his query indicates clearly
cnough the onward march of civilization, The six-
shooter has superseded-the canc a3 a useful article of
wearing apparel, and among some classes it is more
common than the handkerchief. Here and there
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legislatures have tried to correct the tastos of the
rising generation in this respeet, but in vain. Young
Cannda and Young America will not submit to apron-
strings. It would scem, however, as if the pistol wero,
in turn, to be superseded by the vitriol bottle, as an
cflective instrument for the assertion of manhood’s
rights, and the gratification of his whims and passions.
We are now assured that the bill to punish vitriol
throwing, which has passed both IHouses at Albany,
supplies an actual need in the criminal jurisprudence
of the United Statez. Only the other day, a youny
laborer, nettled by the refusal of his Indy-love to becomo
his wife, determined ¢ to, spoil her fiuce,” as he said ;
and, in order to make a sure job of it, procured a phial
of vitriol and a rnbber glove—the latter to protect his
own haud during the operation—waylaid the unfor.
tunate girl, rulibed the acid well into her face, and then
quictly walked away, leaving her disfigured for life.
e was arrested, but it was found that under the
criminal law, as it stood, he could only be committed
for assanlt with intent to do bodily harm, for which the
extreme punisment is five years imprisonment. The
new act just passed fixes the term between two and ten
years, at the option of the magistrate. This is no
punishment for such & devilish crime. It deserves the
whipping-post once 2 month for ten years, or life. If
society can endure the pistol-pocket, it cannot tolerate
the vitriol bottle,
= *® * * * *

The thivd act of the Biddulph tragedy is before the
public, and, unless the horrible plot it reveals is a hugo
%nd vindictive conspiracy against innocence, n terrible
retribution will surely follow in the fonrth and Jast. If
Jjustice bas been so long thwarted, blame is not to be
attached to its zdministrators, but to an unscrupulous
press, which, usurping the prerogatives of jury and
Judge without assuming any of their responsibilities,
fonnd guilty all o whom strect gossip had attached
suspicion, and sentenced them to speedy excention at
the hamds of the populace. Against this outrageous
attempt to prejudice the public mind and interfere with
the even course of justice, the clements of common
decency and fair-play in the community revolted; a
sympathy was created for the accused that waould not
otherwise have bheen aroused, under the influcnce of
which the jury, clected to try the case of the supposed
ring-leader, discarded altogether the mass of cirenm-
stauntial evidence upon which the prozecution relied, and
interpreted in his-favor the very slightest contradiction
in the direct cvidence of the one pretended witness of
the Donuclly but hery. These good men and true
realized the awful responsibilities of their position;
thiey felt they were trying, not alone the prisoner in
therdock before them, but the freedom and integrity of
the court-room as well; and who can deny, irrespective
of iate developments, that by their verdict they pro.

tected both against. a most wicked and violent attack ?
Now that this repulsive tragedy has assumed a new
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phase, and numerous arrests have been mude and others
threatened, what course will the press pursue? Will
they go back to the old licentious way, and expose
justico to another strain? It rests with the vepresen-
tatives of justice to see that thoy shall not.

% *® * * * *

The news from the Trish Land war daring the month
may be briefly spmmed up thus:—The arrest of
patriotic John Dilion, Brennan the Seeretary, and other
prominent members of the League, including a priest
with an histmjg name, Father Shechy; a scries of
monster mectings at which the greatest enthusiasm
prevailed ; some specches powérful for good. and others
which, if not misrepresented as-they probably are, wero
better unsaid ; a few conflicts botween 2 justly enraged
peasantry and a notalways unwilling constabulary ; and
the virtual passage of Gladstone’s Land Bill through the
House of Commons. Parnecll with thirty "colleagues
retired when the vote was about to take place on the
second reading, which had a sweeping majority. This
action, it is reported, was received with derisive cheers
by other members, who seem to do nothing but howl,
and has been held up {o ridicule and condemnation by
writers on this side, who, of course, know what the
suffering people of Ireland require ever o much better
than their own chosen representatives in Parliament.
These flippant ¥ commentators, having twisted Mr.
Gladstone’s Bill out of all shape, are amazed, and offend-
ded, and even grieved, becanse the Land Leaguers do
not reeeive it with extended arms, dilated eyes, and
wide-open mouths, as babies aro supposed, in the ad-
vertisements, to take Mrs. Winslow's Soothing Syrup.
But. although dubbling in Irish affairs every day in the
week, they have very carefully omitted to notice the
authorized and unreserved contradiction of the infamons
story thiey so industriously cirenlated, that the Pope had
obliged Archbishop Croke to go down an his knces to
the Archbishop of Dublin, and retract his firm and most
called for vindication of the maodesty of Irish woman-
hood. ‘Chis may be enterprising journalism; it may
pay well; but it is dishonest and contemptible.

* * * X ® *

The Canadian excursion season opened on the 24th,
near Iondon, with 2 catastrophe, the result of criminal
cupidity and carclessness, which cost over two hund-
red lives. 3ore than six hundred men, women, and,
children, returning howme after the days cnjoyment,
were literally packel into a small, rotten steamer,
whose owners wanted to make money fast, and had an
officer in chavge who, when the impendingg danger was
pointed to by some of the party, before leaving, cooly
replied that “hc knew his business,"—meaning his
employers solfish interests.  About one mile below the
city the beat suddenly collapsed, like an cgy-shell, and
became a total wreck, level with the water's edge. Al
the passengers were instantly plunged into the stream,
more than half of them being underneath the debris”
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The feeling in London when this dread news had spread
may be more easily imagined than described. At leasta
thousand families were represented on the ill-fated
vessol, and the whole population was plunged in mourn-
ing. The committal of the captain, who ¢ knew his
businexs,” and of the smart men he knew better how to
serve, would be an example to others who run exeursion
boats on the same principle.  If there had been no holo-
causts under very similar circumstances last year, we
might hope this would be a warning to future pleasure
parties, but, as it is only onc of a fumiliar series, the
number of its victims only goes to show that some
peopie pay no attention to precedents and will rnot be
warned. And—saddest consideration of all—theso
disasters, constantly recurring, and the sudden deaths
of every succeeding day, make little or no impression
upon the souls of men, grown callous alike to the voice
of conscience and the awful visitations of God. We are
daily reminded—sometimes in 8 most solemn manner—
that # in the midst of life we are in death; " but we
live on as recklessly as before, as if there were no
death, wo judgment, no eternity for us. God avert
from us all 4 sudden and unprovided end !

:0:
EDUCATIONAL NOTES.

N. B.—The Editor invites contributions to this Departinent from
teachers and others iuterested in Catholic education. He wishes
to make it a general, not & mere locat record. Short communicationa
giving the results of examinations, showing the progress of schools,
or containing practical suggestions for their improvement, will be
gladly published, if written on one side of the paper only, and sent
in before the 24th of cach month.

The celehration of the 12th of May in honor of the Very Rev.
Dr. Tabaret, 0. M. I, Lrought out in striking relief some of the
charming features of a student’s life in our Catholic Colleges.  The
jovs of this festive anniversary were enhanced and hallowed by
Religion, under whose salutary auspices the day began.  Addresses
in English and French, expressive of the students’ esteemn and filial
affection for their Iearned. venerable and loving President. were
presented on the eve and served as a fitting prelude to the feast of
the mbrrow.  In his response to the addresses, after oxpressing his
thanks and modestly referring the praises fondly lavished upon him
to his able and devoted colaborers, Dr. Tabaret feclingly alluded to
the celebimation as an additional link to the chain of mutual affection
that unites now ag ever the students of the College of Ottawa to
their directors and professors.

His lonlahip, the Bishop of Ottawa, who is cver ready to share
and incrcase the joys of the inmates of his own dear old College
home, came at an eatly hour to say Mass for the students and to
bless with duc soleminity & beautiful statue of St. Joseph, which,
with that of our Blessed Lady, graces the recreation grounds and
reminds the students that, under the holy and watchful cycs of Mary
Immacalate and her chaste Spouse, their glorious Patron, nothing
unzeemly should mar their sports. dlemean or tamnish their intercourse.

The day thus well begin, and happily continued on the pleasute
goounds of the Colleze and its picturczque ville, was brilliantly
concluded in the Exhibition Hall of the College Uy onc of the most
successinl susical and dmmatic soirees ever given there. The theme
was a thrilling one, the cause of Liberty, pemvonified in the patriot
Tell, and beantifully porimyced by the genius of Sheridan Knowles
The scencery painted for the occasion by the Rev. A, Parndic. 0. M. 1,
professor of dmwing at the College. and by Mcexsts. Daly, Munson,
Thomas and Carroll, Ottawa artists, was thoroughly adapted 2o every
scene. and contributed to render the action quite natural and its
impression mnore vivid. The chorises rendered by the students
duriug the play. with gmnd orchestmm accompaniment under the
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direetion of Rev, J. B, Balland, 0. M. 1., were all relectod from
Rossini s fumous opery, -« Willimn Tell.”  These and the delightful
overtures of Rossini and Beethoven that bedecked the perfonnance
reccived great and well deserved applause from the select audience
that filled the spacious Hall,

The study and suitable rendering of such &8 drama must have had
a highly beneficinl effect on the juvenile amateurs, whose casy and
gruceful bearing and gesture and spirited delivery bespoke careful
triining and won repeated plaudits.  For several it was doulitless
the oceasion of developing elocutionmiy powens which, had it not
been fur this impulse, might have remained latent and thus deprived
them of an finportant means of suceess hereafter. The classic laugua-
ge of this fine drama, impressed so as uot eusily to be forgotten, will
pennancntly tend to cultivate their literary {aste. In their memories
are uow indelibly impressed the leading fucts of un historic popular
sovement, allusions to which they will ever resdily comprehend.

Thus the closing scene of this anniversary celebration combined
utility with pleasure, and like the cfiusion of filial sentimcat of the eve,
and the reigious ceremonial of the moming. in which faith and piety
were fostered, it exervised an excellent eduesting influence upon
the students. Sucha result could not fail to be highly pleasing to
their honored and beloved President.

The oducational institution of Notre Dame du Sacré Cawur,
generally spoken of in Ottawa ag the - Rideau Strect Convent,” isso
well known not only to residents of our city, but at a distance. $hat
it does not reqquiire us to hemldd its excellence through our columns,
Its system of instruction. the refined and superior cducation incul-
«ated, the aregiventothedevelopment of the moral and intellectual
facultiex, and the thorough religions tmining imparted to the pupils
confided 1o the Ladies’ carc. all contribute o fit them for their
future position in societs and to endow them with such qualitics and
nequirements as will canse them to adom their homes.  These are
univenally admitted fucts and it inust be pointed out. in support of
what is hicre asserted, that the children of many of our best familics,
seek within the walls of the Convent an edueation which, if cqualled,
is certainly not surpassed in the City. L

The date of the foundation of the institution is 1845 ; it har, we
arc glad to state, taken » finn root in our midet, and it is one Ottawa
is justly proud of. Several of its brauches flourish in thencighboring
republic, seven sehools having heen established in the Empire State
alone.  In Lowell, Maxs, the Order opencd a school this year, on the
public school ystem, and thic Ladicg can already Loast of no less
than 500 pupils.  Here, 1n this <ity, all the separate schools for girls
as well as the High Schoal, are under the supervision of the Sisters
of this Community. The foregoing will give an idex of the wazk so
suceesafully accomplished by the Grey Nuns who are entitled in a
high degree to the patronage of our Catholic families.

In perusing the carly history of Canada, the reader is forcibly
struck by the resemblanee which thig period of onr country’s cxis-
tence beam to the primitive sges of Christianity. It wax tmly an
aze of Faith, of licroic virtues and high sonled chivalry. The blood
of its martyrs' crimsoned our soil and secured to future genemtions,
the porsession of this beautiful land, now the home of civilization
and refinement.

Amoug the many chosen sonls whom God had destined to be the
proncers of the faith, aad the bearers of the Gospel's consoling truths
10 the benighted savage, was a young girl of humble birth, who,
having learned by a divine revelation-of her vocation for the far
‘West, and of the sublimc mission she would there exercise, severed
every tie that bound her-to homme and kindred, and vowed herself
irrevocably to the heroic task of instructing the children of the
redman. Dietributing all her possessions in almek, she passed under
the protection of Governor de Maisonneuve to the Canadian forests,
guided by naught save the bright star of confidence in God. In the
Fall of 1653 she landed in Montreal, then, a dreary and desalale
wilderness.  Here, amid such trials and privations as we, accustomed
to the comforts and luxuries of this sensual age, can form no
conception of, she Logmn her heavenly mission. The children of
the dusky xavage were the fist and  dearest objects of her charity.
To their untutored minds she revealed thie knowlodze of a Creator,
and taught them the first notions of our holy religion. Thus did
Margarct Bourgeoys, animated with that spirit of fervent charity
which shone forth in all her works, labor unwearyingly until at
length the haughty savage, won by the chamm of her virtues, bowed
in incck submission to the swevt yolk of Chiristisnity. In the yoar
1656 Margarct Bonrgeoys founded that famons order of Religious,
known througliont Canada and the United States, as the Congre-
gation de Notre-Dame. and which, for mor¢ than two hundrod
¥cars, has Leen the chief source, whence the female youth of this
conntry have reccived that greatest of Dleasings, a religions edn-
cation.  This veneralle tree planted by the Sainted Marg har
taken deep root in our soil ; its amifications extend throughont the
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Dominion of Canada and the United Stater, aud to-day 18,000
children are sheltered from the storns of crror Leneath its” protect-
ing branches. Instruction is imparted by 900 religious, in one
hundred and fifty mission. houses and sclhiools. One of the most
important of theso Lranch houscs, is the Iustitution of Ottawa,
fonnded in 1868 by the Rev. Father Collins, Parish Priest of St.
Patrick's, under the patronage of the Right Rev. Dr. Guigues, theu
Bichop of Ottawa. It holds & prominent rank among the Educa-
tional Establishments of Ontario and is growing rapidly popular
owing to the solidity and finish of the education it imparts. Equal
care is bestowed on all branches, whether litemry, musical or
artistic. Here the most useful branches are not overlooked, they
receive special care and attention, the young Isdics being daily
allowed a short time for the exercise of domestic cconomy, ete.

This Institution contains slso most perfect arrangements for the
bealth and amusement of the pupils. tooms are lofty und the
ventilation is perfect.  The dormitories hecn constructed with
a view to obtaining the most perfoct syftem of sanitation. The
many advantages which this Institution posscsses for imparting
a supericr education, and the cure given to the refinement and
accomplishment of mind and body must cornmend it to those
purcats who are desirous of affording their daughters a good educa-
tion. It has notably received the attention of many distinguished
visitors since its establishent. His Execllency the Marquis of
Lomme, and her Royal Highness the Princess Louise, have several
times visited the Institution, the latter, on one occasion, subjecting
the clames to a critical examination in the subjects taught. She was
also pleased to present a colloction of models in drawing and design
{o the Institution. At the late Dominion Exhibition, held in Mon-
treal, the Council of Education for the Province of Quebec awarded
to the Congregation de Notre-Dame, « first class Diploma for the
system of education followed in the Institutions of the onder, besides
six first class diplomas for special branches.
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PUBLISHER'S COLUMN.
THE * CATHOLIC SHIELD "—HOW RECEIVED.

Onr little publicatiou has received a ckeery welcome from the
Catholic press. ‘The following kind notices in particular will be
long remembered :—

A new monthly journal called the Catholic Shield has appeared
in Ottawa. 1t contains sixteen pages and is gotten up much in
the same style as the New York Catholic Review, It has a band-
some appearance, is clean looking, and well printed and in so far
a3 mochaniem goek & certainly & suecess.  But in our opinion it
is more than mechanically successful. It is well written, and
thore is au absence of cgotism about it, which is as unusual ax it
iz indicative of success in this age of puffery and self wwscrtion,
We give its salutatory article in full.— Posz, Montreal.

We have reecived the first copy of the ¢ Catholic Shield a
Monthly Magazine, publizhed at Ottawa, It ir foll of valuable
and interesting veading.— Freeman, St. John, N, B,

“ This is the title of a new monthly published at Ottaws, tie
pruter being A. Buceau, Sparks street. It isarmanged in a con-
venient form of sixteen pages, and is intended to assist, as ita
leading article states, ¢¢ In a modest: way in propagating what is
true and combating what is false in religion, philosophy. science,
social economy, history, and the artd.”’ The initial number gives
cvidence of considerable ability; and we have little doubt the
Catholic Shield will more than realize the expectations of its fricnds.
In wishiLg it success, we may state that the annoal subscription
is only onc dollar.—/risk Canadian, Toronto,

We have recrived the first number of & new Catholic monthly
pullished in Ottawa, cntitled ¢ The Catholic Shield’ 1t is in
sixtecn page form, and presents & remarkably neat appearance.
The matter, both original and selected, bears evidence of taleat
and good taste, and we camestly hiope our new contemporary will
meet with that liberal sapport which it so cminently deserves.—
Catholic Record, London, Ont.

We are in receipt of the initial number of the Catkolic Shield, a
rixteen-page monthly, at Ottawa, Ont.  1ts ohject. cannot be better
stated than in the worde of ita alile salntatory : To assist. in a
modest way, in propagating what is true and comlating what is
false in Religion, Philosophy, Scicnee, Social Economy. History
and the Arts; and in cultivating a popular taste for the Truo, the
‘Beautifal, and the Good.”” We trust the Shield will receive the
yatronage which its gencral excellence entitles it to.— Catkodic
Union, Baffalo, N. Y.




