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THE « CATHQLIC SHIELD.”

———— -~

SALUTATORY,

The publication of a8 Catholic Periodical, whose tone
and actual performance shall be in strict keeping with
the charrcter it assumes, is an undertaking of no ordi-
nary importance, and involves a consequent risk and
labor of & most serious mnature. In issuing the first
number of the CatHoLic SHIELD, we are fully impressed
with the magnitude of onr task, and the care to be ex-
ercised in its proper management, while we are kcenly
alive to the dutics which shall devolve upon us as it
grows apace. It was only afier a patient survey of
our chosen field of labor, and honest study of the work-
mon already there, that we determined upon a Period-
jical with an unclaimea farrow before it. How vast
the field we stand in, how mach its tillers have achieved,
and whercin they have failed, we propose not at present
to discasa. Only this shall we say, that there is yet
wany a sod untarned, many a boulder and stub un-
touched, and consequently smple employment for
another laborer.

We enter upon’ our self-allotted work with no pre-
tensions of supplying “a want long felt” in the
Catholic community ; in no spirit of opposition to any
existing journal; uot as an admonitor of ecclesiastical
authority or director of private conscience; not to
pwder to sectarian prejudices or promote useless
mqmry or idle controverny ; but to assist, in a modest
way, in an what is trne and combating what
i: false in Religion, Philo-aphy, Science, Social Eeon-

omy, Uistory, and the Arts; and in cultivating a
popular taste for the True, the Beautitul, and the Good.
We have no other aim but this,—to place before Catholic
readers a careful review of the leading questions of the
day in their relation to the Universal Church, and a
monthly digest of important events the world over.

For this purpose, we huve secured the services of
gontlemen who, while they do not protend to be “the
best talent the country can produce,” are well versed in
overy subject they propose to handle, and are no novices
in journalism. With their valuable aid, besides occa-
sional contributions from other writers of merit, we
hope to make the Carnonic SurxLp a useful and
welcome family mugazine, ever faithful to its mission,
alive to Catholic interests, and preserving that dignity
in tone and bearing which becometh Catholic journalism.
So much said, we ask the suppgrt of an intelligent
Catholic community, and rely upon their outside assist-
anco for our success,

—O——

THE EDUCATION OF CATHOLICS N ONTARIO.

After a long and persistive struggle the Catholic
minority in Ontario sacceeded in obtaining the passage
of an Act legalizing Separate Schools, a very imperfect
measure it is true, but yet something at the time to be
thankfal for, It has been since improved by several
amendmeonts, for which the present Minister of Educa-
tion deserves credit, and now gives pretty general satis-
faction 8o far as primary education is concerned, to
which 1ts provisions are restricted. But Catholics
cannot be satisfied with primary education, and they
have rights to separate higher education as well.
The time has come to press their claims, in justice
and fair play, upon the attention of the Administra-
tion and Legislature, and domand the extension of
the Separate School Act to High Schools for Catholics.
Unless this be speedily obtained, we have the gravest
fears for the existence of Separate primary Schools all
over the province, for it is daily becoming more and
more difficalt to convince our people of the wisdom and
the advantage to faith and morals of enforcing separate
oducation in the radiments, while co-education is tole-
rated in the saperior branches, and not ouly tolerated
hut enconraged, aa witness the offorts put forth hy the
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Principals of Separate Schools, under ecclesiastical
approbation, in preparing their pupils for the remi-
annual High School entrance oxaminations, and the
pride. they take ir their success; as witness too the
recent affiliation of a prominent Catholic College with the
State Univorsity, beralded by the press as the beginning
of & new ora, which is to bohold the dsmolishment of those
bavriers, erected in bavrbarous ages, that have divided a
Christian community, and kept one portion—needloss
to say which—in comparative iguorance ana con-
sequent inferiorvity. Satisfactory the Separate School
Act is 80 fur as it goes, but as it does nat go far enough,
Catholics themselves are beginning t{s question the
wisdom and uscfulness of 1ts application at all. Somo
inquire, and with good reason: Where is the use in
laying solid fouudations of religion and morality in
Separate primary Schools, and then permitting the
erection of a shaky superstructure, open on all sides,
and exposed to every wind ? Others ask: If our Ca-
tholic youth, in their teens, can, without prejudice to
fuith and morals, attend » non-sectarian or godless High
achool, or, later on, follow the science lectures of a Uni-
versity Professor, with tandencies, more or less marked,
towards materialism, whero is the danger in the primary
Public Schools, where revealed Truth is not questioned,
and the pupils being of more tender years there must, in
the very nature of things, be & lesser tendency and
fower incentives to jmmorality ? These and like ob-
jections are not local but general. They are words of
warning which tell ug, plainly enough, that if the Act
relating to Separate Schools be not extended to higher
as well as primary education, it will before long,
because of its incompleteness, become a dead-letter.
‘We have only ourselves to blame for its present limi-
tation, and need fear no opposition if we ask fer it a
wider and fairer fiekl. The prcjudices we had to
encounter years ago in our struggle for the recognition
of the principlo of Separate Schools are almost entirely
removed; the spirvit of the community in general is far
more tolerant and moro just; and tho good feeling ex-
isting between different clussos is so strong and su preva-
lent that no politician, however cunning and anscrupu-
lous, can succeed indisturbing it to any purpose. Thereis
besides just now an evident disposition among Public
Schaol supporters to go into a thorough examination of
the whole educational system. Bystandesr well repre-
sents this disposition when he says: “No want of
respect either for the founders or the administrators of
the present system, no disparagement of its general
fruite, is implied in saying that it is in somc measure
experimental, aud that the time for revicwing the
results of the experiment may have come. Still lexs do
we mean to betray any want of loyalty to the gencral
principle of popular education, the sheet-anchor of
democratic institutions. The growing expense is the
least serious part of the matter, though it demands
attention on grounds not of economy only, but of justice.
Ry nature every man is bound t1ind proper elucation,

as well us food and clothing, for the children whom he
brings into the world; and if, from considerations of
policy, tho duty is assumed by the community, and tho
expense of discharging it cast upon the taxpayor, it
ought to bo kept strictly within the limits traced by
the exigencies of the stato ; if it is not, there will some
day be a revolt against the school tux altogether. But
the more important question is whether the course of
instruction at presont established in our public schools
is the most judicious ? Are the bruins of children over-
taxed, as some medical men declare? Are subjects
included in the programme which cannot be thoroughly
taught, or which are practically uscless? Ave children
sot, by over-education, against the callings of their
parents, and made ambitious of entering others which
they fancy more worthy of educated persons, but which
are already over-crowded? A Commission of Inquiry
would not be premature, and might be of use, at all
events, in dissipating misgivings, if they are unfounded,
and assuring us thut we are in the right path.,” While
they are moviug for investigation and inquiry into
suspected abuses, is surely an opportune time for us to
prepare the way for legislation to remove glaving disa.
bilities.

What these disubilities really are will appear from
the following memorandum of the Minister of Edu.
cation, explaining the relation of Separate School sup-
porters to High Schools and Collegiate Institutes under
the law :—

“ (1) The Act of 1863 (now Rev. Stat. ¢. 206) has
reference only to the system of common (now public)
schools. The common school system at the time of,
}u.ssin the Act of 1863 was quite separate and distinet

rom the grammar schools, which are represented now
by the high schnols. In settling the question with
respect to the establishment of denominational schools,
the common or public school system alone was effected,
and the grammar or high schools continued to be open
to all pupils without any distinction. (2) Under pro-
visions of the Jaw as it formerly stood, a union could
bo formed of public and high school boards, undoer
which they counld occupy in common the same building,
and get the benefit of the same or of some of the same
teachers, and otherwise share in common the cost of
maintenance of rome of the public and high schools.
The Act passed in 1874 continued the union of public
and high school boards then existing, with power to
dissolve it; but such unions were prohibited for the
future. This union of the public and high schools
causes a difficuity in the working of the provisions of
the Separate School Act of 1863, inasmuch as the
separate school supporters are entircly exempt from
any rates for public school purposes, or for any debts
incurred for such purposes. (3) The separate school
supporters are entitled to be exempt from any rate
which is intended to be ?plied for publis; school pur-

but this exemption does not agply to assessments
properly for and intended to be contined to high schoot
purposes, so that in cases where the by-law proposes to
raise money for high school pu exclusively, the
separate school supporters would be liable, equally with
ull other vate payers; but where the assessment is to
provide for the maintenance or ercction of & union
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public and high school, or the discharge of a debt in-
curred by a union board of public and high school
trusteos, the separato school supporters are not linble,
excepting in respect of so much as is clearly applieable
to high school purposes, or has been incurred for that
purpose strictly. (4) All taxable property is liable to
assessment for public and high school purposes, without
any discrimination on denominational grounds. Whore,
however, a separate school, whether Roman Catholice,
Protestant or coloured, has been duly established under
the law, then the supporters of such separate school
can have their public school taxes puid over for the
purposes of the separate school, instead of tho public
school. Thero is no such law us to high school rates,
which must be levied without distinetion.”—(Revised
School Lawe, Purt I, p. p. 246, 7.)

Hore wo pervceive the halting point of the Separate
School Act. Now, the question naturally arises : Did
Cutholics, at the time of the passagoe of this Act, unider-
stand that its limits were so confined, and that, in
accepting it, they were actually binding themsclves to
the support of the non-sectarian principle in higher
education while rejecting it in the primary schools ?
Assurediy not, and it is not at all =urprising that they
did not. Tho Grammar Schools of that day, now repre-
sented by the High Schools, were gencrally looked
upon as forming part and parcel of the Common, now
the Public, School system; and, when separating from
the latter Catholics supposed, and not without canse,
they were separating from tho former as well. True,
the Minister declares in the preceding memorandum
that ¢ the Common School kystem at tho time of pas-
singg the Actof 1863 was quite sepurnte and slistinet
from the Grammar Schools; ' but a little turther on he
admits that ¢ under provisions of tho law as it formerly
stood, & union could be formed of Public and High
(Grammar) School Bonrds, under which they could occupy
the same building, and get the benefit of the same or of some
of the same teachers, and otherwise share in common the
cast of muintenance of some of the Pubdlic and High
Schools.”  Again, in a note appended to the clause in
the Act defining the general powers of the joint Boawd
80 constituted, the Deputy Minister of Education says:
_ * the union of the Boards implies a harmonious system
. and a gradation of Schools; the High School being in
reality tho superior school of the city, town or village,
and the Pablic School being the primary and socondary,
und being open to all on examination ; the High School
; teaching the higher branches, with the classics and
mathematics, if derired.” (Ibid. p. 207.) Therofore,
wherever 8 union Board existed, the Common School
system could not, in fact, be regarded as * quite separate
and distinct from the Grammar Schools.” Bat such
union Boards were numerous throughout the province;
in many municipalities, occupying in common the
same building, and getting the benefit of the same or
some of the same teachers; in all cases, levying a
common rute for Grammar and Puablic School pui pores.
In the face of facts cf this kind surrounding them on
every side, Catholies, we say, had reason to nnderatand

the Grammar Schools were part of the Common School
system, and that the Separate School Act, as originally
passed, velioved them from the obligation of supparting
those Schools, and guve them the legal right of establish-
ing Iligh Schools of their own, wherevor and whenever
desired. That they were mistaken, griovously mistaken,
is, unhappily, too evident in our disubilitics which have
grown to bo intolerable, and must bo removed if we
would preserve the principle of frco Catholic education.

We want Iligh Schools in harmony with the Separats
School system. We demand, in justice, oxemption
from rates imposed for all othor High School purposes,
Wo insist upon the repeul of those penal enactments
which dony us the right to give our own children, at
our own cxpense, & thorough cducation, according to
their wants, and tax us for the education of others,
under a system against which our conscience rebels,
All this means nothing more than the oxtension of the
provisions of the Separate Scliool Act to higher educa-
tion.

As things stand at present, when our boys and girls
have guno through tho programme followed in the
Separate Schools, which is the same in all secular
branches as the Public School jrogramme, they find no
free avenue to a superior course open to them. If their
parents have the means, they may enter a College or
Convent Academy; but it their parents are poor, they
must abandon their studies and prospects, or pass into
the noun-sectarian and consequently, godless, High
Schools. Under the oxtended system of separate edu-
cation we advoceate, a Catholic High School would be
established in every municipality, or adequate arrange-
ments conld be made with a College or Academy,
existing in the vicinity, to serve the purposes of a High
School. In this way causes of complaint would
be removed, objections silenced, and public confidence,
now rapidly waniug, be restored.

While strongly urging this question of igher Edu.
cation upon the attention oi all concerned in the tem-
poral and spiritual welfare of the Catholics of this
provinee, it must not be supposed that wo wonld favor
the introduction of the course of instruction followed in
the High Schools of the Public School system. Wo do
not know what Bystander himself thinks on the ques-
tions he raises on the subject, but we do know many
close observers ave of opinion that when medical
men declare the brains of children are over-taxed, thev
speak from expericnce; that subjects are included in
the programme which cannot be thoroughly taught or
which are practically useless; that children are set by
over-education againat the callings of their parents,
and made ambitious of entering others which they fancy
more worthy of educated persons, but which are already
overcrowded. The utterances ofeminent physicians on
s over-pressure” are endorsed by the Deputy Minister
of Education, who declares they are « justly founded on
the practice of carrying out too rigidly a prescribed
programme, regardless of the physical condition or
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health of the pupils, or of hygienic causes which, to a
professional oye, would sufficiently account for the
goneral listlessness and apathy of the school children.
* * x Tho defects und carelessness in School manage-
mont to which medical men have catled attention, may
be classified under the three heads of long lessons, long
school hours, and an indiscriminate and thoughtless
pressure on all pupils alike.” (Canada School Journal,
Sept. 1880.) The other questions raised we have not
space to discuss at present.

In citing the special care taken by Head Teachers of
Separato Schools in preparing their pupils for the High
School entrance examinations, and the affiliation of a
Catholic College with the State University, as evidences
of the defectivoness of the Scparate School Act and
rystem, and instances of the cncouragement given to
common education in the superior branches, while
separation is strongly insisted upon in the primary
schools, we do not question the motives, or impugn
the loyalty of any person or persons to the principle of
Catholic education. We are neither the admonitor of
ecclesiastical authority, nor the director of any man's
conscience. Wo entertain tho most profound respect
for, and place entire confidence in the Bishops ard
clergy, who are the appointed guides and admonitors of
Catholics in all matters where faith and morals are con.
corned. But we are free, we presume, to discuss an
open question, like this of Higher Education for
Catholics, in all its bearings; and cannot allow to pass
unchallenged some at least of the comments of the
press on the recent affiliation, or  new step,” by which, it
is exultingly said * higher oducation for Catholics has
taken immense strides forward.” Thus, when one
journal, largely read by Catholics, asserts with manifest
assurance that “all who are capable of forming an
opinion about the question know right well that, if
degrees be obtained from any other except a State
University, their intrinsic worth is at once suspected,
becauso there is no denying the fact, that degrees from
a sectarian College which depends upon its attondance
for support, aro conferred rather in consideration of the
time spent at such an institution, than on the knowledge
possessed by its graduates,”—we consider it our
imperative duty to call upon that journal for whatever
evidenco he may have in his possession to support such
a wholesale charge against denominational Colleges.
“ All who are capable of forming an opinion ™ do not
know right well © that, if degrees be obtained from any
other excopt the State University, their instrinsic
worth is at once suspected.” On the contrary, most
educational authorities admit that the State eystem,
through all its grades, Primary, High School, and
University, is move open to fraud than any other. In
the last Report of the Minister of Eduncation for Ontario,
we find one Public School Inspector, Mr. Knight,
alleging that “one of the most mischievous practices is
that of teachers promoting scholars before they are fit.
In rome cuases it may be the resnlt of error in judgment,

but generally it is done dishonestly, towards the end of the
year, to decoive parents, and secure a re-engagemont
for the next year.” And in the same Report, a High
School Inspector, Mr. Marling, declaros “there is
dangeor of the idea of education being merely the passing
of an examination ; ‘ pass, honestly, if you can, but pass’
is, I fear, too generally the feeling in some of theschools.
1 need not refer to painful instances of recent frauds in
connection with examinations to illustrate this.” Even the
State University at Toronto is not above suspicion ;
and if the leading political .organs are uany index of
public opinion, it is plain the University is popularly
regarded as a mero politicul machine. We have no
confidence in political machines or political hucks. But
we do not propose to meet such & grave charge ngainst
denominational Colleges with a counter attack on the
State Institution. We prefor to meet it immediately,
with a direct challenge for tho proofs or authorities—
even one citation of fact from “ all who are capable of
forming an opinion about the question.” ¢ Thou shalt
not bear false witness” is a commandment which the
journal responsible for this charge often, in the exercise
of his great charity, recalls to his erring brethren of
the press. Well, we would be & charitable brother to
him to-day, and remind him that, unless he expects
others to do as Le says and not as he does, he must either
establish or retract the injurious insinuations he has
made against the honor of denominational Colleges, and
the standing of their graduates. He owes this to
himself, as well as to them,” and the cause of Catholic
Higher Education.

0

A THOUGHT FOR MAY-DAY.

When 1 set myself to consider the tone of mind
peculiar to the enemies of the Church, I can discover
in it nothing so strange and unnatural, as the bitter
fecling which they entertain against one, who is the
great benefactress of our race and the most amiable of
purely humuan beings. It is, therefore, no little satis-
faction to find that the Marian month introduces to the
public a Periodical, which will not fail to assert the
rights and glories of the venerabic Mother of God.
How painful the reflection, that they should ever have
beon depreciated or called in guestion! It might be
thought a thing incredible, that one, to whom the True
the Beautiful and the Good contributed each its special
excellence, should be ecither disparaged or ignored by
any man that posscsses the powers and sensibilities of
man.

A theme furnished by the favourite topic of Mary's
prerogatives ', always in season, but never more so
than in this her own bright month of May. 1 proceed,
therefore, to offer s tew thoughts on the place assigned
to her in the stupendous work of the Incarnation of
the Son of God.
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When we view her in the holy light shed upon her
in the inspired nurrative of St. Luke, and contemplate
tho duties and privileges of her wanderful muaternity,
we cannot avoid exclaiming: ¢ How near she stood to
God I " Never was creature brought into a proximity
with the Three Divine Persons like that which was her
lot—a proximity, not indecd of natave nor of attvibutes,
but of service and manifold relations. et us glance at
her high honours,  Jesus Christ is the * Word made
flesh,” the Son of GGod bhecome man ;—1MHis two natures,
the human and the divine, being united in the Divine
Person of the Word.  1le was conceived by the Holy
Ghost and born of the Virgin Mary; the Holy Ghost,
in boundless charity, forming of the pure blood of the
virginal heart of Mary, the Most Sucred Body of Iim
who was to be a victim of sacrifice for man’s redemp-
tion, and sacramental sustinence for man's spiritual
life. Thus Mary becomes the Mother of Our Lord Jesus
Christ the Son of Gad, true God and true man. The
Eternal Father with full knowledge of her holiness, and
with equal conficence in her powers of management,
commits Iis “ Beloved Son " to her keeping. Giving a
Redeemer to the world, ho wishes Tlim to veach us by
means of the oune chosen Mother. Thus is Mary
honoured by the Blessed Trinity, She is associated
with the Divine Persons, that at the Court of Heaven
she may ropresent the whole human race, that man
may communicate by the Mother with her Divine Son,
and by Jim with llis Heavenly Father. Isit nota
pride and a joy to us, thut our earth should give a
Mother to the Son of God, and that the flower of our
race should issue in such “ Blessed fruit?” And, if in
the order of nature we instinctively honour great and
illustrions men and women, shall we not, in the order
of grace, in which qualities that command admiration
viastly surpuss those of nature, yield to the higher
instinets, and give honour to Ilier whom God directly
invests with more than an sngelic dignity ? Is there,
was there ever, on carth, in the order cither of nnture
or of grace, any being, whether historical or fabled, fit
to compete in any kind of exeellence with the Mother

2 of the Incarnate God ? And do not the hearts of those

who love and adore the Son, warm to His Mother? et
me add, must not the devotion paid to her by the

© Catholic Churceh, create in every crring but reflective

wind, a suspicion, thar, where Mury is honouve:d, thoere,

; and there only, oxist n due apprecintion and the true

worship of her Divine Son ?
But her reiations with God aud the sublime office and

. functions of her Motherhood are not all her praise.

Recurring again to St. Luke, wo sce some of her
persomal qualities shadowed forth by his inspired pen,
Prominent is her love of holy purity, but, with its
companion, prudence. The latter virtue moro naturally
than the fermer is connceted with the present argu-
ment ; but they must not be separated ; for in Mary they
were inseparable, the ono enhancing the other. It is
cleavty recorded, then, that the Blessed Virgin's congent
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was a condition premised to the Incarnation. Though
this mystery had been deerced, and must come to pasy,
yet Gad war pleased to give her o voico in its necom.
plishment.  She was, as we have seen, the fourth party
concerned in ity and, when it was proposed, her assent
wix waited fory she was left to becorae the Mother of
God by her own free choice. With pradenco sho
deliberated, with prudence she qguesticned, and whon
sho had veceived an explanatory answer from heaven,
and the compatibility of the two honourable states of
virginity and motherhood had flashed upon her mind in
all its light,~then, and not till then, did she accept the
high honours and awful responsibilities of her mission,
it is therefore to hor prudent assent that we owe the
last steps tuken in the accomplishment of the Incar-
nation ;—it is to her, after God, that wo owo the dawn-
ing of our Redemption. Standing between the coming
Messiuh and the expectant human race, she had searcely
uttered her Fiat, when the * Word was made flesh, and
dwelt amongst us,” and {li= first chosen dwelling place
wis by her own pure heart. Her censummate prudence,
and her fidelity to the vow of perpetual virginity, wero
ornuments befitting the maguificence ot divine merey
whith shines in the mystery of the Incarnation,

We have but touched upon her personal holiness : to
finish this little sketch of her maternity we must seleet
a few more of the points of brilliancy that shed a halo
round her charvactor. We must glance back over her
previous life, even to her Immaculate Conception ; for
in it were laid the foundations of her future greatness.
Virtues must cluster around the Inearnate God, and it
is the “Angel of the Lord” who informs us that,
before  his Annunciation, the Blessed Virgin was
# full of grace.” If, by the testimony of the Angel who
waus commissioned by God to reveal to her the whole
cconomy of the Incarnation and of her motherhood, she
was “ full of grace,” it is then ascertained by divine
authority that she was enviched with every virtue of
which a human being is capable;—for grace in its
pienitude excludes none. Neither humility on the
heights of her greatness, nor charity, nor temperance,
nor fortitude, nor, 1o be short, any Chri-tian virtue was
absent.  But. morcover, geace in its plenitude before
God, and in the measure required by her office and
functions ax Mother, Nurse and lite-companion of God
Incarnate, went further, It enrried overy virtue to its
highest perfection.  And indeed, the various virtnes, in
their full naumber and full perfection, were all needed in
her who wax to communicate so intimately with the
God of holiness,  Now, to give this crowning degree of
excellence overy moment of her life had been employed,
even that of her Immaculate Counception. This was &
privelege resorved for her, which not only warded off
original sin from her soul, and preserved its spotless
innocenco, but put hor in possession of every grace and
supernatural gift which our first “Yother Eve had
forfeited. and many a gift besides, She was destined

never to know sin in cither of its forms, mortal or
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venial, never to commit any thing that savoured of
inperfection, and ever to live before God and mun in all
the beauty of sanctifying grace. By this double
excellence of innocence and positive virtue, she drew
from the Angel Gabriel that respectful salutation,
« Hail, full of grace: the Lord is with thee.”

It may not then be said, that the ever Virgin Mother
of God is a woman of ordinary merit. What? Mary, in
a galaxy of light—Mary, all in the brightness of her
own beautiful soul, in the splendors of the Angel, in
the over-shadowing of the Divinity, has no high merit
or excellence to show ? But, God saw it and approved
4t. “Thou art all fair, my leloved, and there is no
spot in thee.” The Angel saw it and bade her « Iail”
St. Elizabeth saw it, and “ cried ont with a loud voice,
and said: Blessed art thou amongst women, and blessed
is the fruit of thy womb. Aml whence is this to me
that the mother of my Lord should come to me?”
The Church sces it, and invites us to say, with the
simplicity of the child, the humility of the penitent,
and the enthusiasm of tho highest intellect, « Ioly
Mary, mother of God, pray for us sinners.”

These are specimens of the honour due to her * whom
the king hath a mind to honour,"*

- M. M. M.

——)?

THE LAST MAN.

All worldly shapes shall melt in gloow,
The Sun himeclf must die,

Refore this mortal shall assume
Its Tmmortality !

I saw a vision in my sleep,

That gave my spirit strength to aweep
Adown the gulf of Time !

I maw the last of human moald,

That shall Creation’s death behiold,
As Adam saw licr prime !

The Sun’s cye had a sickly glare,

The Earth with age was wan,
The skeletons of nations were

Around that JIonely man!

Some had expired in fight,—the Lands®
Still rusted in their bony hands ;

In plaguc and famine some !
Eartl’'s citics had no sound nor tread 5
And ahips were drifting with the dead

To shores where all was dumb ?

"ct, prophetlike, that lone ouc stond,

With dauntlcess wonis and high,

That shook the scre leaves from the wood
At if 2 storm pass'd by,

Saying, we are twins in death, proud Sun,

Thy face is cold, thy race is run,

" *Tis mercy bida thee go

For thou ten thoemnd thousand years
Hast scen the tide of human tears,
That shall no longer flow.

Swerdda, N the word hrand it weed for sword, in aliusicn
tn llw.«idnl :la:: }'r::’:r. to :hich » .-I'M:I is vften mnni.’

—
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What though beneath thee man put forth
His pomp, his pride, his skill ;

And arts that made fire, flood, and earth,
The vassals of his will ;—

« Yet mourn Isnot thy parted away,
~eev dmphou dim Ded¥Med king of day : .

For all thoeropliidd arte

And triumphs that beneath thee sprang,

Heal'd siot a passion or a pang
Entail'd on human hearts,

Go, let oblivion’s curtaiu fall
Upon the stage ot men,
Nor with thy rising beams recall
Life’s tragedy again,
Its piteous pageants bring not hack,
Nor waken flesh, upon the rack
Of pain anew to writhe ;
Stretch'd in diseast's shapes abhore'd,
Or mown in lLattlé¢ by the sword,
Like grass beneath the seyvthe.

E'en 1 am weary {n yon skics
To watch thy fadiag fire ;
Test of all sumless agonics,
Behold not me expire.
My lips that speak thy dirge of death—
Their roundcd gasp and gurgling breath
To sce thou shalt not boast.
The eclipae of Natare spreads my pall,—
The majesty of Darkness ahall
Recvive my parting ghost !

Thix spirit shall return to Him
That gave its heavenly spark :
Yet think not, Sun, it shall be dim
When thou thysclf art dark 1
Not it shall live again, and shine
In ULliss unknow: to beasus of thine, *
By Him recall’d to Lreath,
Who captive Ied captivity,
Who robl'd the grave of Victory,—
And took the sting from Death !

Go, Sun, while Mercy holds me up
On Naturc's awinl waste
To drink this Jast and bitter cup
Of grief that wman shall taste—
Go, tell the night that hides thy face,
Thou mw’st the Jast of \dam's race,
On Farth's scpulchimal clad,
The dark'ning cniverse defy
To quench his lmmortality,
Or shake hix trust in God?

Canragte.

10—

Some years ago the papers of the warld were full of
the so-called Antonelli scandal. Few pajers were
withount offensive and glaring head-lincs demonstrating
the wickedness of the Cardinal and the corruption of
Rome. Now when the disgracefal claimant is finally
hooted out of court, we can only find this three line
item in an obscure corner and in invisible type: * The
lawsunit brought by the scifstyled daughtor of the late
Candinal Antonelli to get pozsession af his property has
been finally dizmixsed by the court”




EVOLUTION.

A Diarocue.

CWritien for the Camioric SnteLn.) ﬁ

True Origin of the theary.— Dflerence between the physical
and vita’ principles.

Evolutionist.—So  then my dear friend vou avow

Yourselt w Seholastie; and that you ave irrevocably
committed to those faneiful dieamers of the middle ages !
_\\'L-II PWell! This is deplorable! Can you not sce that
1t I but the mere prejudiced  fored of your carly
training? Ah! my friend! those days and men of
your choice have long since pissed away; and from
woperiod of idle, nonsensjceal spectdation we  have
emerged into a fickl made glorious by the light and
selence of this onr nineteenth century.  In fuact, it is
Surprising, indeed sad, tor me, to see _):uu thus groping,
strageling amid labyrinths of absiedities when know-
ledge, science and evarything conducive to intellectual
:l(l\';lm'c'lm;nt 1+ ut hand,  You eannot possibly donbt onr
progress, wnl [ too highly respect your intelligence to
attrihute your nlmliu:u-‘\' to narrow-mindedness ! Why!
even the very questions that absorbel the attention of
your great minds, St. Thomas not excepted, are now
presented to us in a elear light, and readily pereeived
hy all diseerning minds, Withont enumerating let me
but eite one for you: “The Origin of Man.” What
were yone Scholasties” views and specenlations on this?
Jnnnwlizttel'\' upon the presentment of the question they
flew to the heavens, and there = under the caves of the
stars)” built their delightful dreamy abodes.  And from
111(‘f1‘ eminence, like fledgelings, cooed out their views of
an infinite heing, an universal © ens.”
) And what conelusion have we arrived at ? We have
meontestably demonstrated that man, under the vivi-
fving influences of heat and cleetrieity has been evoived
lhl'nu.gh varied intermediary species from primitive
gelatinous and mucilaginous matter,

The world Sir, has been too long surfeited with your
thcm-.ic.a. We wantsomething more tangible. something
that 15 within the range of onr vision, wnd nothing tuar
i~ subjected 1o the continned chavge aud fluctnations of
mere idle theorists,  No Nip! llmlhin;_:; will satizfy,
nothing now can satisfy thinking minds but ¢lear down-
right evidence derived from onr very observation and
experience, the only sure eriterin of seience,

Seholastio,—Y our opinion of the Scholastios is ovi-
«lunri__\' ot founded on any correct knowledge of their
doctrine, amd hence T could atford to overlook the
ulx:u‘.‘_:_es You bring against them, [ will =ay, however,
thut far from being idle theorists, they were earnest,
]n'u_(-in-:xl men who by the natural light ot reason pushed
their analy=is of the universe {o its ultimate ause, and
removed the veil from the uature of the Intinite God-
!w:ul, trom that of man, ]1:1].f'spil,ilnul, halt” animal as it
Hoand from that of maiter in its constitation, its forces,
and _its duration,  Ideed their teachings on matter
and its properties are upheld with a changed termi-
nology by many modern scientists.  The Scholastios
100 were possessed of common sense, as the study of
their writings would show vou. They did not eall
have assertion, no matter how often repeated, incon-
testable proof. Nor did they considor fictitious anutogies
to he downright evidenee,' Henee they never tell into

i
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the crrors of the system to which you adhere in common
with those wounderful creatures, who call themselves
“advanced  thinkers”  Advanced! Why they have
merely revived the most fintastic theories of the worst
forms of paganism,  The materialists and sensualisty
ot antiquity, like Democritns and Epicarus, held and
taght that atoms endowed  with motion  grouped
themselves together and formed the world, and that
this in turn produced plants, animals and finally man.
Aund old Confucius believed that men originally had
tails, and lived in trees like monkeys. So what you
regard as a discovery of modern science is but a
renewal of the teachings of pagan materialism and
sensualisn,

Fe.—There, 8ir, vou mistalke and confound our
doctrice with that of the materiatists. We differ essen-
tially from them in onr tundamental prineiples.  Your
ancienl  Greeks and  Confucians  (rather confusions)

“believed in an inert lifeless matter endowed with mere
mechanical or local motion; while we Sir, believe in a
matter gifted  with  an elemental,  intrinsie, vital
principle, which slowly but in course of time, evolves
the ditferent species of minerals, vegetation and animals,
Now Sir, from the perfect accordance of the conclusions
with the varions phenomena exhibited in these threc
kingdoms, we feel convineed that at last science has been
gloviously vindicated, and that a stable solution of ali
questions pertaining to our relations with the world
about us has been obtained,

Se.—Betore we go turther I think we shouald come to
an understanding as to the grounds upon which to
engage in discussing this question,  From your opinion
of the Scholasties, Iinfer that you are decidedly averse
to metaphysical arguments.  Now, as L am aware that
some worthy Evolutionists profess to be Christians, miy
Lask if vouw will accept in this matter the testimony of
the Bible ?

Fe.—No, Sir. The Seriptures are not scientitic au-
thority, nove were they ever intended to be.  Therefore
they should not be cited to support or refute scientific
statements.  Certainly 1 will acknowledge that the
Bible is a very good book iu its way; but in the light
of modern dizcovery it must necessarily be shelved with
the rest of our mythical love,

Se.—The Bible was certainly not intended to he

seieptifie anthokity in the sense in which you understand
the term.  lts olject. was not to inform man of the
physical laws which obtain in the universe, but to
reveal 1o him his nature, his origin, his end, his duties,
and the means by which these duties are to be falfilled.
The knowledge thus revealed is not only more practical
and necessary than the teachings of men, but it ig
i infinitely more certain, and therefore more scientitie, Tt
iscfrom God, who is teath itself.  Between his word
rightly interpreted and his work properly understood,
there ean be vo possible contradiction  Moareover you
very conveniently  forget  that modern  discoveries
confirm more and more the textimony of the Seriptures.
Sarely vou have heard of the discovéries of Rawlinson,
Oppert, Menant,  Delitzseh, Layard aud nmany other
Orientalists who have “learly established the trath of
portions of the Bible called in question by the so-called
philosophers of the eighteenth century,  lowever, |
am perfectly willing to set the Bible aside in this
question, and to confine the discussion within the limits
of the material scienves. Now, this being agrecd upou,
witl you be kind enough to 2ive me a brief exposition
of vour theory ?

Fe~—With pleasure, Sie.  In the first place then, as

see you are in t generous mood, owing no douli, to vour

¥
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conscioueness of right, I would beg another slight con-
cession from yon. Will you nllow to me that the vital
and physical forces of nuture ave identical ?

Se~~Assuredly no.—If yon presume upon my  belief
in such an identity, you will be greatly deceived.

Ee~Well then, to expose to you this similarity,
and, to convinee you of the correlation existing, let us
tuko an example from something common and well
known to us, aud by gradually tracing the action of this
vital-physico principle you will find it one and
inseparable.

You are aware that when a solution of common
salt is slowly evaporated, the water disappears, but the
salt vemains, Al a certain stage of coneentration, the
salt can no longer retain the liquid form.  Its moleenles
begin to deposit themselves as minute solids, so winnte,
indeed, as to defy all micioscopic power. As evapo-
ration continues, solidificition goes on; amd we tinally
obtain, through the clustering of innumerable molecules,
u finite mass of salt of a definite form. Arve you aware
what this form is? It sometimes scems 2 mimicry of
the architecture of Egypt. We have little pyramids
built by this =alt, terrace above terrace, from base to
apex, forming i series ot steps like those up which the
Eeyptinn traveller is dragged by his guides. The
human mind is as little disposed to Jook at these pyra-
midal salt crystals  without further guestion, as to
look at the pyramids of Egypt without inquiring
whenee they came. How, then, are these salt pyramids
built up? We wouid at first glance be almost disposed
to believe that there was an innumersble population of
Lilliputisns  present  and aeranging the erystals in
definite form. Rut this is unot -the scientific theory ;
science informs us that the molecnles act upon
cach other, attracting and repelling each other at
certain definite points, and in certain definite divections,
Now, the pyramidal form is the result of this play of
attraction and repulsion.  While, then, the blocks of
Egypt were laid down by a power external to them-
sc‘l:\'cs, these molecular blocks of salt are selfposited,
being fixed iu their pliaces by the forces with which
they act upon each other, This structural energy is
present everywhere and in everything. It is in the
ground on whlch you walk. in thie water yon drink, in
the very air yon breathe.  Incipient life, 1n fact, mani.
fests itself thronghout the whele off what we call inor-
ganic uatare.

Now let us pass from what we vegard as a1 dead
nineral, to 2 living grnin of corn. Here, we find the
same crystals,  We notice that the maolecules, also, are
set in definite positions.  But what has built together
the molecules of the corn? You may consider, i’ yon
please, as 1 have already sad, the atoms and moleenles
10 be placed in position by an external power. The
absurdity of the hypothesis was clear to you then;
and I think vou are bound to rgject it now. and to
conclude with wme, that the malecules of the corn e
selfposited by the forces with which they act upon
cach other? 1t would, indeed, be poor philesophy, to
invoke an  external agent in onr case, amd reject it in
another.  Let us now place this grain of corn in the
carth, and subjecet it to a certain degree of warmth @
the grain and the surrounding substances will intract,
and a moleenlar architecture is the result of this inter-
action. A bud is ormed, 2 beautitul flower is produced ;
aud, all this is due to molecular active inherent forces.
But, I must go still further, and aftivm that in the eye of
scienee the animal body is just as much the product of
moleenlar force as the ervstal of sall, or the flower.
Fvery particle that enters into the composition of 2

muscle, a boue, a nervo has been placed in its position
by molecular force, and, Siv, T maintain that the for-
mation of a crystal, a plant or an animal is a purely
mechanieal problem, ditlering trom the problems of
ovdinary mechanics, only in the smallness of’ the mausses
and the complexity of the process involved.

Se—What you afirm or maintain is not of the
slightest cansegquence, 5o long, as it continnes unrecom-
panied by proot.  You have indeed endeavored to show
thaut vital and physical forces are identical.  You have
vividly described the formation of a crystal and the
growth of a plant, but the analogy you set up between
them is as anreal s the inference youdraw is fullucions.
In the first place, 1 agree with you in eonsidering that
the semie power produces the erystal and the grain of
corn.  But I contend that it is a power anterior to the
forces whicl act in the formation of a crystal and the
growth of a Jiving animal or plant; and 1 hold that
those forees are essentially difterent.  Let me show you
how reasonable is my contention. With regard to
erystals, we know that they exist in natare in six
primary Jorms or varieties of sucihi forms. These
wre maturadly  fashioned in the earth, but even the
nincteeutls contury has been unable to tell Awe. It
is admitted that wo hypothesi= of atteueting, vepelling
or polavizing  forces can satisfactorily  expliin the
formation of even a snow-flake. In the process of
erystadization, however, it is evident, as you have suid,
that the moleenles arrange themselves in certain definite
positions, so definite, indead, that the resulting crystal
infinitely excends the Pyramids in lovely aml marvetlous
proportion and onder.  Remember that the malecules
arrange themselves, Now what wonld you say if vou
oliserved a formless aggregation of stones rise up and
iuild themselves into a pyramid or a palace? You
waonld say that either the stones were endowed with
intelligence, or they acted according to the ordinances
of a unseen intelligent power. There can be uo other
supposition.  Now knowing that in the formation of a
crystal or i pyramid, or in any case whatever, matter
cannot be intelligent, yon must necessavily admit that
the crystal maker is a supreme intelligence acting
externally on the solid bady.

As to the grain of corn, you claim that heat produces
an interetion  between it and the surrounding sub-
stamces, and the moleenlar architectare of a bud is the
result. Now. my friend, the process is much more
complicated and wondertul.  You huve only half stated
the case; heat alone will not yroduce growth.  If the
seed be placed where the atmospheric air cannot
reach it, or where there is no water, no interaction wili
take place.  Heat and moisture, heat and air, air amd
moisture will not separately produce germination, It
is exsential for the process that heat, air and moisture
should be rombined.  But why is thi=? You say that the
grain acted upon by heat, interacts with the substances
which surround it, and « bud ix foried. But is this all ?
The science of hotany tells a very different tale. It
tells us that in that grain of corn there is a germ
having life, that this living germ it supplivd with food
is in u position to grae, which a crystal never does.
This food exists within the gdwin in the form of starch,
which the genn cannot atworh, until the starch s by
heat. air, and mnisture converted into sugar, which it
an ubsarh.  Then the germ gracs. 1t sends downward
deiicate rootlets, it seuds upward a stem with a peculiar
stracture upon which the existenco of the world may
dencid. It is necexsary now that that stem should be
=a coated with flint. that jts texture may not be too
Lrittle and ke braken by the wind. or ton soft to stand



up as it vears its ears of grain above the earth. Iow
does it accomplish this delicate bit of masoury ? The

cells of the stems select from the minerat solutions

brought up by the roots a silicate of potash, which the
cell farther decomposes, and then places the molecules
ot silica in regular order on the coats of the stem. Now,

Sir, you cannot for a moment contend that this vital,
mmanent act of selection and assimilation, in the

growth of a plant is at all analogous to the physical
trausient act of aggregation, in the forming of 2 erystal.

If the production of life were a purely physical problem,
animals and plants conld be as readily produced in onr
Juboratories as crystials of alum and =alt. But the
greatest chemist of this ago, with all the resources it
has placed at his disposal, has never been able to
" produce the simplest animated organisne.  Nov is there
_any proof whatover of a living structure being formed
by the mation which posits the molecules of 2 erystal,
although such motion i~ equally the work of intelligence.
Still less reason is there to jgnore a living, puiding
inserutable force, superadded in organic beings to the
{tremulous motion of the inorganic erystal.  Vital and
E}lll}’>i(‘:l| forces are therefure essentindly  diffevent,
* though they equally manifest the workings of the hand

of God; and benee the conclusion you draw from the
“only appuarent anulogy existing between them, in the

growth of a grain of corn aud the formation of a crystal,
is in the highest degree fallacious,

Eo.—You think, then, that the forces in nature ave
~distinguished ; and the reason that you advance is that
everything clearly evidences that this motion is guided
by intelligence.  Readily do I asgree with you, but that
intelfigence 13 matter itseltf evolving its variel forms
through the forco of cermin peculiar affinities which
matter has outside of its general relations.  Well has
Protessor Haughton of' the Royval Institute said while
viewing thase beautitul crystils as formed by mother-
Eurthiz ¢ De opigice testatur ¢pus.” Traly ! Tealy? the
warld is a great geometer !

Se~—But I wonld again a<k you why? Why this
particular affinity: like any other effect, it must have
acorresponding canse. What that cse is you Evo-
lutionists cannot tell.  Indeed one who would admit
Ahat vital and physical forees are identicul admits
ne sessarily the :xlmml theory of spontancous generation,

[
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A REVIEW OF AN DIPORTANT PHASE IN
IRISH HISTORY.

- {From the Dablin Iri<h Monthiy )

Without the past history o Ireland ucither 1798, nor
< O'Connell, nor Young Ircland would he comprehensible.
TThe popular Eunglish idea of former days was that of a
Flew imaginative and somewhat shallow youths, drunk

with polities and poctry, if not whiskey, who had
parted company with common sense and commaon
morality alike. This way the view presented to the
Euglish public by Mr. Marmion Savage in his novel of
“Young Irelund.” This and worse was the view
preseuted by Mr. Thackeray, in the columus of Luach,
in which he termed Davis another Marat.  Phrases and
caricatures of this Kind would hardly today be consi-
dered a suflicient explanation of the phenomena. Take,
for example, Davis and Joln Mitchel. Davis, a southern
Protestant, born in Mallow, reared in the anti-Irish and
mti-Catholic atmosphere which then surrounded the
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southern fully as much as the northern Protestant;
educated in Trinity College, in those days the hot-bed
of all the violent passions of ascendancy. John Mitchel,
de:cended from Scottish settlers, and himself theson of &
Presbytevian clergyman of the North of Ireland. How
canie it to pass that these men, so born, so nurtured,
cach in his own place wide apart from the other, yet
became both imbued with so strong 2 passion for Ireland
and her nationality that they would have pgladly flung
away i bundred lives in her cause ? If you desire to
comprehend that phenomenon, suys Sir Gavan Dufly,
read the history of Ireland, or read this biiet conden-
stion of it. eThere is certainly no abler chapter in
“Young lIreland.” The composition is clear, ripe,
pointed, weighty, unanswerable. Let us pause upon
the following account of the Ulster iniguity in the
beginning of the seventeenth century, epitomized as it
is almost to the bone:—

« Without delay James and his counsellors set to
work.  The king applicd te the c¢ity of London to take
up the lands of the wild Irish. They were well watered,
he assured them, plentitully supplied with fuel, with
good store tor all the necessaries fur man's sustenance,
and, moreover, Yiclded timber, hides, tallow, canvas,
and cordage for the erposc of commerce. The Com.
panies of Skinners. Fishmongers, Halerdashers, Vint-
ners, and the like, theveupon became absentee proprie-
tors, and have deawn Ivish reunts from that day to thix,
Six vounties in Ulster were confiseated, and not merely
the chiefs, but the entire population dispossessed.  The
fraitful plains of Armagh, the rich pastoral glens that
lie between the sheltering hills of Artrim, the undulating
mendow s stretehing by the noble takes and rivers
of Fermanagh, passed from the mace which had pos-
sessed them <ince Letore the redemption of mankind.
It is not diflicult to sce in imugination the old race,
broken by hattle and suffering, and deprived, by a trick
of State, of their hereditary chiefy, vetiring slowly and
with bitler hearts before the stranger.  The alluvial
lands were given to English courticrs, whom the Scotceh
King found it necessary to placate, and to Seoteh -
tisans, whom he dared not reward in England. The
poensants, driven out of the tribal lands, to burrow in
the Lills or bogs, were not treated according to any
Iaw known among civilized men.  Under Celtic tenure
the tresson of the chiel) ithe committed treason, affected
them no more than the offences of tenant for life affect
avemainder man in onr modern practice. Under the
feudal system they were innocent fendataries who would
pass with the forfeited land 1o the Crowe, with all their
personal rights andistebed. [t was in this manner
that the famous plantation of Ulster was founded.

4 The methmd of scitlement is ~tated with commend-
able simplicity by the latest historian. The * plantators’
got all the laud worth their having; what was not
worth their having—the barren mountains and trackless
morass, which, after two  centuries, still in many cases
vicld no buman food—were left to these who, in the
langruage of an Act of Parliament of the period, were
* natives of the realm of Irish blood. being descended
trom thoxe who did inlierit and possess the land.” The
confixcated territory amounted to two millions of acres.
*+ Of these a million and 2 half)” says Mr. Froude, bog,
forest, and mounain, were restored to the Ivish. The
half miillion acres af fertile lind were settled with
families of Scottish and Euglish Protestants.” Tie
natives were not altogether content with this arrange-
ment, and their perversity has been visited with cloquent
censure by indulgent eritics down to our own day. There
i< reason o believe, however. that ifa scttlement of
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Irish Catholies had Leon made in Englund by JMary or
James II, on whom tho best lands of Norfolk and
Suffolk, Essox and Sussex, Kent and Surrey, were
bestowed, while the English were left only the forest,
mountain, and morass, that that just and temperato
people would not have entirely approved of the transact.
ion, and might cven be tempted to call it in question
when an opportunity offered.

“The now comers have been painted in unfavorable
colors by critics not unfriendly to the plantation. In
many cases they were good soldiers or skillfull husband
men, who, under more favorable conditions, would have
heen an element of strength to the commtry. But the
scttlement had the fever of usurpation upon it. The
rightful owners were forthcoming, and the planters held
by no higher title than naked force; good as long as
force was on their side, hut no longer. Fences were

rected, fruit trees planted, simple churches built. and
after a time whiteawalled bawns rore in the midst of
waving  cornfields and  rosy orchards. It was a
pleasant sight to sce; but within a gun-shot of the
gay harvest and gavden, the vemnant of the native
race, to whom the Iand had descended since the Ie-
demption, were pining in misery and bitter discontent.
The tarren hills or frozen bogs to which they were
hanished yielded little food except the milk of their
kine. ¢ The mountainy men,’ so the new settlers con-
temptuously named thew, would have bLeen more
magnanimous than any race who have lived on this
globe if they acquiesced patiently in the transfer. They
could not forget, any wmore than their kinsmen in the
Scottish highlands, that

¢ The fertile plain, the softened vale,
Were once the birthright of the Gael?

# If their efforts to ¢spoil the spailery’ and ¢ from the
robber rend his prey,” do not thyill sympathetic boudoirs,
and if the scenes of their exploits are not the annual
haunt of =entimental tourists, it is wot becanse the
exploits were different from those so favored, hut
because an adequate poet has not yetarisen to interpret
them to mankind.”

Or, ageain, take the following vindication of James
IL's Government in Ireland, which has been the common
theme of English exceration and ridicule, from Ds.
King down to Macaulay and Fromde:—

“ The principal employments, ¢ivil and military, in
Ireland, were necessarily bestowed on native Catholies.
“The highest offices of the State, in the army, and in
the courts of justice (roans Lord Macaulay) were, with
searcely an  exception, filled by Puapists. It was
an  inwlerable  gricvance certainly, in a Catholic
country, under a Cathalic king, «ho had only 2 handful
of Protestunt partisans in the island, that Catholies
were so employed. To be sure, in England, when
Jumes' opponents got the upper hund, the highest
offices of State in the army, and in the courts, without
a single exception, were tilled by Pretestants, but that
was bien different.  While the Prince of Orange. in
correspondence with some of James™ privy councillors
and generals. was collecting on the coast of Holland an
army of Duteh, French, and German trops to invade
his kingdom, the king summoned to his aid the army
of his father, in alarge part from Trish Catholics. An
army simifarly recrnited has since won memorable
victories for Englaud in Spain, Belgium, and France,
in Africa, Asin, and Australasia; but the proposal was
received with a roar of indignation, and 2 deluge of
libels, At the =ame time two Irish judges, one of them
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recognised oven by unfriendly critics as the foremost
man of his race, were sent to London te make certain
ropresentations respecting the condition of Ireland.
Theso officials would have been received with distine-
tion at Versailles or the Escuriel; in London the mob
surrounded their carringe with bnrlesque ceremonies,
among which potatoes, stuck on white wands, were
conspicnous. The lavorite jester of the present day,
who ordinarily pictures an Irvishman ng a baboon or a
gorilla, is scarcely more delightfully humorvons; and
the porversity of a people who do not love such charm-
ing pleasantries has natmrally been the perplexity of
English writers down to our age.”

Young Protestants like Davis, Mitchel, Martin, and
many others, beeamao Nationalists, becaunse their minds
were not the minds of the vulgar. It ix the mark of
commonplace intellects to be filled with the ideas, to
reflect the prejudices, to vepeat the cant phrases of
thoze around them. A few have the diviner fucalty to
see for themselves,  And thus it was that by the study
of our history, and by the desire to have a éountry and
an unselfish cause, that men, neither Catholic in religion
nor Gaclic in origin, cast their sympathies on the side off
a people maligned even more than they wereoppressed ;
a people not belonging, indeed, to the iron tribes of man-
kind ; 2 people often passionate, wayward, and criminal,
but, in the main, gentle, brave, genial, and justice-loving,
stragaling for centuries in the grasp of o race, stronger,
and, in the world's estimation. greater, but fiercer,
earthlier, and more covetous. Sir Gavan Daily tells,
simply and pliinly, the orvigin of the faunous Nation
newspaper- But the germs of the opinions  and
aspirations of Young Ircland had exizted long before.
This book narrates how Davis und John Dillon had
been engaged in promulgating them in the colnmns of
the Morning Register ; how the Citizen, 2 monthly period.
ical, was established as an argan of Tvish ideas, literary,
musical, artistic, archweological ; how the same men had
set themselves agninst the election of Lard Morpeth for
Dablin, on the gronmd of his being an English Whig,
and had denounced the job of displacing an Irishman
like Plunket to make way for an Eunglish Attorney-
General, who had never set foot in Ireland. But there
existed besides a xchonl of training for the yonng men.
We refer to the College Historieal Society, then held
outside the walls, free from the favors as from the
shackles of anthority.  Davis was anditor of this society
in 18405 Dillon in 1841, Each of them deliverad a
remarkable address, Davis sent & copy of his to Words-
worth, who returned it with expressions of high recom-
mendation, only miding, by way of blame, that it contain-
cd too much “insular patriotism.”  Dillon’s address fol-
lowad iu the same line of insnlas patriotism. more dis-
tinel, more outspoken. more fervent, and wita an
cloquence which, throughount all his honored career, he
never surpassed. No one who rvead it can forget the
passage in which he spoke of Irish unutionality having
its roots in the memorics of a thousand years, and the
xcorn he heaped upou ¢ petty assimilating politiciuns,
who waonld bewd and fushion this ancient tree as ifit
were a twig.”  In October, 1842, the Nation was set on
foot, and it is surprizing what o tide of talent in prose
amd verze almost immediately flowed round it.  Sur-
prising, too, how young the men all were,  Davis, the
oldest, was twentyv.cight, while of the five who are
deseribed as forming the inner cabinet of the Nation,
two were youths of twenty,

The secession and xeverance which in after days
took place between O'Connell and the Youny Irelund
party «do net prevent Sir Gavan Dafly from doing




‘justico to the magnificent fuculties and qualitics of the
greatest of Irishmen.  In ability to rouse, command,
control ; in powoer of appealing to every fibre of the
Irish heart, in comprehensive grasp, and in the mastery
ot detail, there was none like aud none second to him.
"It has been made o question whether he was sineere in
starling the Repeal agitation in 1830 and resuming it
-in 1840, or whether he meaut to use the agitation as 2
weapon to extort those measures of justice which wero
scornfully denied by the English oligavehy to the Irixh
aliens.  Wo proneunce uo judgment on his quarrel with
‘Young Ireland, which is beyond the scope of the
present volume,
But that O’Connell in his heart of hearts desired the
restoration of an Irish Parliament beyond any other
olitical result, no one with eyesight who remembers
)im or reads of him can fora momentdonbt. His carliest
speech at three-and-twenty was against the projected
Union, to which he preferred the re-enactment of the
penal Jaws. In 1810, when there was u Protestant
movement against the Union, he threw himself into it
heart and soul, and scarcely had Emancipation been
carried in 1829, when he wrote the famous letter announ.
" cing the new and greater movement which was to end
only with his death or the Repeal of the Union  ‘True
it ix that these lofty aspirations were forever
liable to be dashed and chilled by the invasion of a
cold resson wnd discerning judgment. It haud been satid
“by Ilcine of Napoleon that the eagles of inspivation
built their eyrie in hiz brain while the serpents of
calenlation twined round his heart. The converse
might be suid of O'Conncll. Inspiration was in his
heart, but ealenlation in his brain. e had won Eman.
cipation by rousing the people to the verge of civil war,
while with mighty hand he withheld them from the
< commission of one illegal act. The same tactics his
impulses suggested might win Repeal ; yet in colder
moments he could not be blind to the difference. In
the Emancipation quarrel he had all that wus enlight-
ened afid advanced in England on his side, so that no
English Minister dared say that civil war was to be
ombraced in preference. But in the case of Repenl,
“highand low, Whig and Tory alike, saw nothing bat
what they deemed the dismemberment and consequent
degradation of the Empire, against which they were
united und vesolute 10 any extreme of lloodshed.
Bloodshed under no circumstances would O'Conunell
dream of;; and who cun blame him? }is memory of
' 98 had burned into him & sense of the hopelessness as
i well as the horrors of insurrcction, which never left
him to his dying hour.
- _And there, let it be xaid plainly, lay the point of
_divergence between him and Young Ircland. They
. were, as Sir Gavan Duffy truly says, loyally attached
to him as their leader, looked up to him and followed
Wi but they felt that the time was drawing nigh in
y Which England would be forced to move against them
¥ With a high hand. In that cazc they thought that
resistance might become a daty. It was natural for
them o to feel; and, subjectively speaking, we have
 no wortt to say syninst them. It is true, as Charles
Gavan Duffy says, that aems of precigion had not then
conferred an  overpowering  predominence  upon
disciplined armamentz,  Itis true that, in 1798, in ono
county alone, an undisciplined peasantry, rudely armed
with pikes, had shaken the power of Government in
Ireland. It is truc that John Keogh had told Robert
Emmet that if he could count upon six counties
he might win, and that, in 1843, 2 majority of the
grown men of Ireland would have rashed inta the field
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at a lifted finger of the leader whom they adored. It is
true that, in 1796, the tenure of England over Ircland
hung by a thread, and that twelve hours of fair weather
would have cast a French force upon thr southern
shores of Ireland under 2 consummate commander such
as no force then at the disposal of England could resist.
It is true that, in 1843, notwithstanding the superticial
entente cordiale between the Governments, any day
might have witnessed the outbreak of a war between
Frauce and England. Granting all this, and setting
aside the Jast-mentioned contingency, which was a mere
speenlntion and hypothesis, we feel bound in cold
reason to declare that Ireland would have had no real
hopo of success. An army then as now formed an entity
only to be met and overcome by another army furnished
like itself with all the requisites of organized wartare—
artillery, cavalry, infantry, commissariat, Sir Gavan
Dutty knows that, #we know that before the invention
of rifled canunon and arms of precision, the chances
wero in favor of enthusinsm against discipline”  Alas!
we do not know it, and carnot -z~ull an 4nstance of it.
Napoleon and Wellingten spoke the same language
when they denounced the folly of attributing the suc-
cesses of the French Republican troops to enthusiasm.
Wolfe Tone, when he was in Ireland, and knew nothing
of war bat from the “ boakish theorie,” was strong for
enthusiasm: but he lived to sce things ealeulated to
impress him very ditterently, and without the aid of a
French army of ten thousand men he regarded the
chances as hopeless.  We will not dwell on this theme,
which might lead us far. But we could wot help
recurring to it, as it formed the < parting of the ways.”
There ure men who have never repented of a single
word spoken or line written at thut time, yet who
ceased to believe in Repeal, beeanse they came to sce
that Repeal was only to be won by the sword, and that
the progrimme of the sword was a chimera and a
crime.

But to return to the book, Sir Gavan Duffy, paying,
as he does; the highest tribute to O'Connell’s genius,
yet differs from him in two particulars of conduct at
that trying time: in his adoption of Federalism instead
of simple repead, and in his yielding at the time of the
Clonturf’ meeting.

x X * * & *

But the point on which we are at variance with Sir
Gavan Dully is as to the conduct of O'Connels at the
time of the Clontarf meeting. Religion, humanity,
charity, good sense, all imperatively commanded the
step he took—took, we must say, withont anﬁ" protest
at the time on the part of Young Ireland. This is a
subject, however, on which we do not desire to dwell.
Xo doubt the words of Davis written at that time were
instinet with prophecy when we remember 1849 and
1850

“ The enemy, clated =t our discomfiture, would press
upon our rear. The landlord would use every privilego
till he had reduced his farms to pastures.  The Minister
would rush in and bear away the last root of nationality.
The peasant, finding his long-promised hopes of freedom
and scearity by moral means gone, and left, indeed,
to his own impulses, would leagne with his ncighbor
serfi, and ruin others in the vain hope of redressing
himself. The day would be dark with tyranny, and
the night red with vengeance The military triumph
of the rack-renter or the White-boy wonld be the hap-
piest issue of the strifes.”

From passages like these, so full of pain and fore
boding. the reader turns with delight to the chapters
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in which the personal history of the Young Irolanders,
their holidny rambles in tho Soutai and North of
Ireland, and above all, their friendly social gatherings,
are portrayed. Sir Gavan Duffy may say with just
pride that'in the earlier years of their lubors never
were men bound by more cordial and unselfish ties.
United heart and soul in the samo canse, looking solely
and singly to its advuncement, thoy were ﬁ’ce_ to a
degreo such as we havo never known or read of else-
sewhero from the petty personal vices of envy, jealonsy,
and vanity. They rejoiced in the suceesses of each
other with a joy as sincere as it was cordially and
buoyantly expressed. 1ligh in heart and hope, with a
spirit rising as the wave of popular enthusiasm swelled
higher, with a love of literature and art, but, :\bove_:tll,
with the desire to do for ‘Ireland what Burns desived
and achieved for his own land—

4t 'Phat he for poor auld Scotland's sake,
Sowe uscful plan or book could make,
Or sing & song at least.””

To few young men has it been given to have a time
like tlus in the days ot their youth, and it may be well
set ayrainst the days of disruption and disaster that
ensued.

0l

WAITING.
God is just, his mercy boandiess ; time will someday Uring theright ;
Never yet but came » breaking to the darkest, saddest night :
And the heart that bears the makling of the iron ia its soul,
Will sometime feel the glory of the morning o'er it rotl,

Thus forever sings the poct; while he utters but the strain
Which, for ages, heaving, swelling, still all silently lias lain
1n the great hieart of the people ; till, in flashes from his pen,
Gleamcd the truths which long had slumbered in the troubled hearts
[of men.
Tis the voicing of our naturc ; and the answering thrill awskes,
At the chime and clarh of music which the gloriows singing makes;
When we stagger 'neath the burden, staring -wildy at our doom,
While the clank of rusting fetters breaks the silence of the gloom:

And a strange prophetic prontise seems to echo through the swell
Which comes grandly floating "ronnd us, hope inspiring in its spell 5
And we stand erect and listen, with a cansciousncess of right,
Waiting sadly for the daybreak that may dazale with its light,

Thus stands Ireland gazing cver, where the sky and occan blend,
For the glimmcr of the daybreak--for the dawning of the end :

0, God! how long her waiting Ly the solemn sounding shore,
With her heart hushed still for tidings, which the ocean nuver bore,

“ Time at Inst setsall things even.” God will sometime send the day
When the vigil long of lrcland scex the shackels drop away ;

Sees the night of bitter sorrow, fraught with fatine, death and pain ;
Leasc it plague spot in the splendor when the downing comes again,

Lawaexcr.

M1

The Western Wateknian says: “The new Protestunt
Bible has the © Qur Father” as Catholics have it; the
ending, ¢ for Thine is the kingdom, the power and the
glory, for ever aud ever, amen,’ is expunged. According
to the Scholars, Protestants have been saying the Tord's
Prayer wionge for theee hnndred yems,”™
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ARCHBISIIOP CROKE.

Most Rev. Thomas W. Croke, son of the late William
Croke, Esq., Churchtown, County Cork, ulmost the
senior member of the large and gifted family, was born
near Charloville, on the southern bosder of the Golden
Vale, in the latter part of 1823, and has, therefore, just
completed his fifty-seventh year. The late Very Rev.
D Croke, P. P, and V. G. Charleville, was his uncle ;
the late Very Rev. Dean O'Flynn, of Agdade, Cork
Harbor, wus his grand-uncle, and the colebrated Bishop
McKenna, of Queenstown, who died ata patrinrchal age
in the last decade of the last century, was his great.
grand-uncle.  Many more of his clerienl relatives were
among the most prominent, zealous and eflicient in the
ministry of his native diocese within this century.  One
of his uncles, after a very distinguished classieal and
legal course at Trinity College, Dublin, was for muny
years the Colonial Attorney-General of Victorin, Aus.
tralia.  One of the Avchbishop's brothers rose, within
i comparatively short period, to the highest clerieal
and socinl grade in San Francisco, Cal., after seven
yeus of missionary  privittions among  the uomadic
Indian tribes of Oregon and Washington Tervitory. e
is as highly revered today in San Francisvo and along

the great Pacific Slope as any Irish priest. who cast his

e e " F——— - —— < - e . e

lut in foreign lands within the past fifty years. One of
his sisters reconstrueted, physically and religiously, an
old Merey Convent in Charleville, where her unele had
been an esteemed pastor fur zearly half o century 3 and
having distinguished herseltin the military hospitals of
the Black Sexa waters during the Ciemian War, estab-
lished a most successful convent of her Order at New
Iun, County Tipperary. Aunother sister, profossed in
the same religions community, emigrated. some twenty
Years ago, to the Australian Continent, and founded a
most flonrishing Mercy Convent at Bathurst, New South
Wales, the pride of the provincial prelates of that pro-
mising colony. The observing tourist who passes to
town from the Charleville Railroad Stution will cast a
lingering, mournful ook on the beauntiful Italian marble
monument in the wayside churchyard, raised by the
worthy people of Clawleville to the memory of the
Archbishop's lamented brother, Rev. William Croke,
who promized a brilliant and patviotic carrer in the
ministry, till he fell a victim to professional duties
in the celebrated cholera and fever year, 1849,
Archbishop Croke, when just completing his tifteenth

. Xear, matriculated as a clerical student in the Irish (ol-

lege of Paris, when the Iate Bishop of Kerey, D Mori-
arity, assumed the office of Dean and  Vice-President,
Dr. MeSweeney, nucle of the MeSweeney clergymen of
New York, generously shaved in the paternal solicitude

- of Dr. Moviarity vegavding the brifliant promise of
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their young ward, who led his humunity, rhoeforic,
philosophy md divinity classes till the close of his
seven years academic course. After such protracted
studies, being still two years short of the canenical age
for the pricsthood, though already eugaged to the
Church by subdeaconship, his college superiors, his
uncle and other clerical friends earnestly recommended
him to read a1 supplemental theological and  canonical
course of studies at the celebrated Roman Jesuit Col-
legre, under the tutorship of Perrone and the brilliant
Passugliz, and other eminent professors, till his scholus-
tic graduation, with genuine doctor’s honors, in July.,
1847, Having spent a couple of years as professar of
classies aned divinity at Caclow, in Ireland, and in his
old alma mater at Pavis, he veturned to the fever and
cholera battleficld in his native county, where his
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Brother, in his ministerial apostolic labors, had suc-
eumbed, filling & youthful martyr's grave. The young
professor appavently aspired to equal the ministerial
seal and roward of his deeply-lamented brother; but
Providenne, who ordereth things sweetly, kindly spared
hor child of promise for aver thirty vears to take the
national leadership of the Irish hierarchy and clergy
dn the struggle against their old, powerful and relentless
djppressor, . . .
"~ After some seven years of zealous, brilliant and fruit-
ful ministration as assistant pastor at Charleville
Middleton and Mallow, he was promoted, in 1837, to
the highly responsible office of President of St. Col-
man’s College, Fermoy, a newly-founded diocesan cs-
tablishment. Hundreds of clergymen in the old land
and spread through English colonial settlements, aund
many more in these United Statos, can bear witness to
the fuct that within eight or nine years of the opening
of this cducational institution its alumni in Maynooth,
All Hallow’s, and in Collcges through the Centinent,
were almost universally the foremost students in their
respective classes. Dr. Croke being rather dangerously
threatened with sciatica, accepted the pastorship and
rural deanship of Doneraile, in the northern part of
Cork till snmmoned by the late lamented Holy Father
to assume the episcopal responsibilities of Aukland,
New Zealaud, in July 1870, at the clusing of the great
Vatican Council.

When leavieg Ireland, in September of that year, and
when passing trough New York and our other great
States to the Pacific Muil steamer from San Francisco,
where his brother was Administrator and Vicar Genoral,
very many priests and prominent Cutholics lamented
that so brilliant and promising a young Irishinan should
be apostolically bound for the distant land of Macauley’s
Jpoctic traveling artist, who is hercafter doomed to a
risky posing on the broken arch over the clussic waters
pf old Fathor Thames.

After five years diocesan administration, remarkuble
for financial, intellectual and spiritual advancement, Dr.
‘Croke was happily preconised, in June, 1875, as Arch-
ibishop of Cashel and Apostolic Administrator of Emly,
innd successor to the late Most Rev. Dr. Patrick Leahy,
dccidedly one of the most learned, accomplished, zoalous
and patriotic Bishops of Irish birth or parentage within
1his century.

It will be highly gratifying to many of our readers to
be reminded that the Very Rev. Dr. John Ryan. P. P.
and V. G. Bailingarry, Tipperary, very probably the
'most emineut theologian in the Irish priesthood, after
1Profs. Murray and Neville, and an extreniely popular
‘pastor and diocestn ofticial in the late administration,
received an overwhelming majority of the votes of his
brother pastors in the canonical scrutiny of Cashel and
Enly. However, the thoughful and experienced pro-

“vincial prelates of Munster, kuowing the instinctive
[humility and hesitation of Dr. Ryan, in assuming, at so
-omparatively early an age, such a responsibility, and
fhe transcendent ability of Dr. Croke for metropolitan
duties, expressed a strong desire for the latter's pro-
motion to the late loly Father, who was a special
friend of Dr. Croke. This earnest presentation of Dr.
Croke's name, having received the endorsement of tho
Roman Consistory in solemn council, was duly accepted
by the Sovervign Pontiff Pius IX., in June, 1875. As suc-
cessor to 80 eminent and popular an Archbishop as Dr.
Leahy, of whom any Catholic hierarchy and clergy in
any nation in Europe would bo-proud, and as the choice
of the majority of the provincial Biehopes, though not
nominated by pastors’ scrutiny, we can’ resdily under
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stand that nobody, unless gifted with very exceptional
talent, zeal, tact and administrative fortitude, could
control the elumonts of natural disaffection, among
g0 proverbially high-spirited a clergy and people.

And yet, God be thanked, we find that within five
years Arcbishop Croke has given the very highest sat-
isfaction in his dificult administiation, and has secured
for himsell an amount of affection from priests and
people as genuino and overflowing us if his paternal and
maternal ancestors had been racy of the lills and
villeys of Tipperary since Cormac was ruler and
Bishop of the royal house and cathedral of “the City of
Kings.”

When wo rememder Archbishop Croke's great ora-
torical panegeric on the centennial anniversary of the
Liberator, « few years ago, before tho most educated
Catholic audience ever gathered within church walls in
old Ireland ; his grand diocesan demonstration, last
year, on the consecration of his costly and magnificent
cathedral, worthy of his predecessor und of himself; his
untiring energy in raising the standard ofefticiency of
his clergy and religious communities, powerfully reacting
on the educational, industrial and spiritual interests of
his numerous parochial congregations. from Slievenamon
to within shadow of the historic walls of old Limerick,
we aro not surprised to find a prelate of his bold national
axpirations, worthy of the great public banquet, diocesan
address and testimonial  which awaited him on lhis
return from the Eternal City. As his peculiarly gifted
pen made many soul-stirring contributions to the
sterling columns of the Aation in the days of Young
Ireland, our renders will gladly learn that his powerful
pen, his eloquent tongue and large Irish heart are as
solemnly cousecrated to the cause of Fatherland to-day
as when the dark waters of Lough Swilley began their
ceaseless dirge. nearly a third of 8 century ago, while
poor Ivelund laid with national sorrow, in a hallowed
grave, the mortal remains of Orthosia’s chief pastor and
patriot—Maginn,

¢

EVENTS OF THE MONTH.

Benjamin Disraeli, Earl of Beaconsficld, hay gone over
to the majority. * His end was peace,” the telegraph
tells us; “ peace with honor,” it does not say. TAat is
in the judgments of God. If the deceased Earl held any
faith, he made no profession, gave no sign of it before
death. No clergyman visited him during his illness;
none was asked. Xike the impenitent thief, with
whom his name has been associated, he died “game.”
His removal is regarded as a great loss to his party, but
not by any means a national calamity. The noisiest
Jingo of them all may well say of him, as it is written
in “ Endymion” of Canning: “I thought he bad a
mission, and men with missions do not disappear till
they have fulfilled them.” What has heleft behind to
entitle him to public gratitude and fame? His abortive
Reform Bill of 1850, which ¢ offered a variety of little
innovations which nobody wanted or could have cared
sbout, and left out of sight altogether the onc reform
which alone gavo an excuse for any legislation” ; his
“leap in the dark” of 1867 from high and dry Conser-
vatism into the most utter Radicalism of those daysg
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his ¢ Empress of Indin ™ trick, and “scieatifio frontior’

delusion of later years, Theste with his speeches can

only help to keep his memory alive for u time, us Sir

James Graham has aptly described him: ¢ the Red

Indian of Debato, who by the use of the tomahawk had
cut his way to power, and by recurrence to the scalping
system hoped to prevent the loss of it.”

* * * * * *

The aceounts that have reached us of the earthquuke
in the island of Chios, in the Grecian Archipelago, on
April 3rd, ave appalling, representing as they do scenes
of desolation and horror. * The temperature at noon on
that day was heavy and oppressive, and the horizon
was broken by broad flashes of light that seemed to
denote a coming storm. In all this atmosphoric disturb-
ance, however, the inhabitants saw nothing extraor-
dinary, and were far from?being alarmed by what they
funcied wonld result in 2 thunderstorm. At ten
minutes to two in the afternoon a terrific shock was
felt, bringing three-fourths of the houses in the town to
the ground like so mauy packs of cards, and burying a
thousand persons under the falling ruins. Then com-
menced a fearful scene of horror. The ground rocked
and danced, kneading the ruains already formed into an
unrecognizablo mass of stone. All sought to leave tho
town and get into the plains, in ovder to avoid being
buried under the falling buildings, but cven those who
gained the open comntry were by no means safe.
Enormous masses of rovk and carth came rushing down
the hillsides, carrying all before th:m, bounding far
into the plains, and tearing roads in the solid rocks of
the mountain such as might have been formed by a
torrent a thousand yeurs old. Sometime elapsed before
any of the survivors recoveved from the terror caused
by the shock sufficiently 1o be able to comprehend the
extent of the catastrophe, or to think of looking for
friends or velatives still perhaps alive among the ruins.
It is impossible to suy what the number of victims
would have been if 2 second shack had not displaced
the ruins cansed by the tivat, and thus permitted thou-
sands of sufferers 1o eseape or 1o be rescued by others,
Hardly a house remains standing in the town, In the
country the eficcts of tho horrible upheaval have been
more terrible. Here the victims may be counted by
thousands. The aspect of the pluin of Vounaki is
heartrending. Between forty and fifty thousand persons
of all ages and both sexes are camped there on the
open ground. Parents wander from gronp to group
in the crowd secking their children, and endeavoring to
persuade themselves their darlings will be found among
the living. In all 250 shocks have been counted since
the first three awful upheavals which destroyed the

greater part of the islund.”

There is trouble in Tunis which may lead to hostil.
ities between France and Ttaly, and involve other
FEuropean powers. The French have found it neces
sary to oceupy a portion of the territory of the Bey,
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the latter being cither unuble or unwilling to restrain
and puaish the wmnuding  Koumivs, who plundes
without atint nlong the frontices of the Freuch province
of Algiors. Although this movement of the Froneh
castward along the coust of tho Meditorranean is made
for solf protection, it iz closely watched by othor pawers
interested in the developement of Central Africa, and
their own aggrandizement in the Enst. The Bey
appenls especiully to Rusxin and Italy for assistunce.
The former, having lots to do at home, will not inter.
fere so long as France remains, where she appavently
is, in her own right. Bankeapt Italy blusters loudly
in response, but dare not draw. The government is,

however, suspected of furnishing arms and the spoils of

confiscated monasteries to the Bey, and instigating the
maraudors to new depredations.  This is a dangerous as
well as dishonowrable game, and, if persisted in, will
cost that figure head, Humbert, his crown, which was
never very steady.  What, if, after all, Gambetta should
be' the Nemesis of the sacrilegions union of Italy!
Stranger things have happened.
% ES 5 W % ¥

The Irish Land Bill has had one good effect at least.
By absorbing all attention itself it bas putan ond to
the tiresome gossip and disgusting  cant about Ladies'
Land Leagunes, and the Parnell-Rochefort-O'Kelly-
Hugo-Brennan alliance. It is impossible to pro-
nounce upon the merits or demerits of the Bill at this
distance, having ounly very mengre and contradictory
information to go by. The Bishops, it seems, would
be willing so accept it if' amended as to eiglhteen
different provisions. They strongly condemn those
clanses relating to emigration, on the ground that
Ireland, if properly governed, is capablo of sustaining a
population at lenst three times as large us it now holds.
Meanwhile the landlords are not idle. We read of
nothing but sheritfy, bailiffs, peelers, troopers, and the
movements right and left, forward and backward, of
this gallant  crow-bar brigade. Some very pretty
backward movements have been exccuted, but, as a
rule, where resistance is shown by the peusantry, blomd-
shed and murder by the armed minions of the law is
the result,

* * * * * *

The Quebee legisiuture is again in session, with very
pleasant prospects for May and June. Tt is evidently
the desire of the Government to disposo of the North
Shore Railway, the sale of which would bring temporary
relief to the treasury, and report has it that several
offers for the purchase of the line have been reccived.
Of course, there is the usual numnber of savory stories
in circulation about the administration of the Railway
and other departments, and investigations without end
aro threatened. Likely too there will be a lively and
interesting debate on the proposed Act to enlarge tim
powers conferred on the Laval University at Quebec by
the Royal Charter of 1852. The « Evole de Medccine ™

of Montreal intends to show fight ou this jasne.

| ———
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_The month of April brought us an Encyclical Lotter of
Qur Holy Father, Pope Leo XIII, proclaiming an
extraordinary Jubiloe Urbi et Orbi, commeoncing the
Bth of March, Feast of St. Joseph, to continue, for
Rome and for Europe, until All Saints' Day inclusive,
#or the rest of the world until the end of the present
jear. On Sutarday, 30th, from the belfries of all tho
€atholic churches in this city a glad peasl rang ut, to
announce the opening of the Jubilee in the Diocese.
Fhis groat ovent was celebrated with most solemn
i’eremoniesin the Basilica, and hundreds of the faithful
Began at once to fulfill the prescribed conditions—
praying, fasting, giving alms, visiting the churches, and
approaching the sacraments. Here are the marke and
signs of a lively faith. Good works! Good works!
& Faith without good works is dead”” The Jubilec
%nposes extra arduous duties on the clergy. They do
#ot complain, but rejoico as they shouldor the burden,
r it is sweet and light to the minister of Christ, who
bors only for the salvation of souls, the greater glory
of God.
* * * * * *
. Not the least important and interesting event to the
Catholics of Canada was the arrival and installation of
glo Right Reverend James Vincent Cleary, D. D,
ishop of Kingston. His Lordship is, we believe, the
sccond Irish Bishop to lund upon American shores.
The first was the late Bishop of Ardagh and Apostolic
Delegate, of revered memory. Bishop Cleary comes to
femain, to live and die with his flock—first Pastor of
the promicr Dioceso of Ontario. His reception by
priests and people was areal old [rish welcome. All
the Bishops of the ecclesiastical province, except His
t;ordship of Hamilton who was ill, with the Bishops of
Pttawa and Montreal were present to do honor to their
%llustvious brother. Ad multos annos !

s

00

EDUCATIONAIL NOTES.

5 At the reception of Bishop Cleary, the College of
ttawa was represented by the Revd. Fathers Barrett,
rofessor, and Provost, Bursar, and St. Michael’s
‘ollege, Torouto, by the Very Revd. Father Vincent,

President.

1

The destruction by fire of the College of Rimouski is
& severe loss to the lower St. Lawrence district. The
Building was onc of the finest in Quebec, and was only
Partly insured.

; At the closing excrcises of Queen's College, Kingston,
he honorary degree of L. L. D. was conferred on Mr.
. Todq, Librarian of Par!"ament.

The following is the Hiﬁo School Inspector's opinion,
fter examination, of tho Boys' High School taught by
he Christian Brothers in this city:

Orrawa, 26th April, 1881.

I have this day visited the class in the Queen St.
hool under the care of Bro. Severns. T examined it

'

in Arithmetic and Euclid, and the performanco of the
pupils was very good. Their writing I also found very

good.
(Signed,) J. M. Bucnay.

27th April, 1881,

1 havo this day visited the classes taught by Bros.
Sanctulian and Sebastian, The performance of the
pupils in the subjects in which 1 examined or heard
them examined was satisfuctory. My opinion is that
thisi 2 well managed sehool. 1t is to be regretted that
the Luilding and rooms are not better suited to the
purpose for which they are used

(Signed,) J. M. Bucran,

It is to bo hoped the Soparate School Board will
attend to the last remark, and secure a more suitable
building for this school.

The Reverend Brothers Claude and Cochin O. M. I,
Theological Students at the College of Ottawa sinco
September last, have left for the Indian missions of the
North Woest. They were membors of & large community
of Oblates who, by thedecrees of the tolerant and liberty
loving Republic, were obliged to leavotheir native France
for worshiping God according to tho dictates of their
conscience. May God speed them, and bless their
lubors!

Two of the reasuns why every parish in New York
City has not its school are, according to Bishop
McQuaid, * because of heavy indebtedness incurred in
erecting expensive churches for parents, and because in
some neighborhoods fine music is held of more account
than the care of the young.”

The Boston IHerald says:—* Ralph Waldo Emerson
tells his daugbter that it matters little what she studies,
but everything with whom she studies. Our modern
manipulators of educational appliances have made it
appear that the reverse is true. Let but the system and
the method bo perfect and it matters little who guides
these children to tho knowledgoe bounds. Out of this
policy has come (1) the degradution of the teacher, (2)
the over-burdening of children with school work, (3)
show, brilliancy at the expense of thoroughness, (4) too
much supervision.” )

Bishop Spaulding, of Peoriu, thus states the Catholic
position on the school question: “ Wo are not opposed
to universal education, or to taxation for schools, or to
comrulsory education, or to methods and coutrivances
of whatever kind by which knowledge and enlightenment
may be diffused through the masses of the people. In
this direction Catholics are williag and anxious to go as
far as others; but they are opposed, necessarily and
unalterably opposed, to any snd ail systems of education
which either ignore or exclude religious knowledge.”

Bishop Elder writes:—The care of our Catholic
children is probably the most urgent of all our
obli;ations just now

We admire, indcet, tho zeal of our fellow-citizens in
behalf of education; though we canuot but deplore the
serious errors too commouly prevailing in their ideas of
what constitutes true cducation; and griove over the
dreadful moral and social ovils which the present method
of public cducation manifestly fails to diminish, and we
fear it much increases them.

Baut while we rvespect the liberty of anr neighbors to
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educate their children according to their own views;
we are bound to exert ourselves to the utmost to have
our own well trained in the knowledge and virtue
which will make them good Christians, and conse-
~quently faithful and useful citizens. ‘

. The first step is to make our schools truly efficient,
in both religious and secular teaching. You labor, of
course, under a heavy disadvantage, since your congre-
gations are obliged, first, to contribute to the education
of their neighbors’ children, by public taxes; and after-
wards, out of their poverty, to support their own
schools without help from their neighbors.

But this is one of the best burdens which God so often
leaves on His servants in this life, on purpose to
stimulate them to greater efforts; and to give Himself
an occasion for showing His power and love, by
blessing them with success beyond their own means.

Never cease, therefore, striving for the perfection of

our schools, so that parents ¢ seeking first the

ingdom of Heaven” for their children, shall have
added to them also secular learning equaling or sur-
passing that of their neighbors, in all things that will
serve the children practically to work their way
through the world.
.. Instruct parents, both in public and in private, that
if they deprive their children of the benefit of Catholic
schools, when they can be had, they wrong their
children grievously. And they will feel the consequence
even in this life; when those children, brought up with
less love and fear of God, will prove deficient also in
love and reverence for their parents; deficient in
ﬁdality to their duties among men ; deficient in respect
for the laws and good order of their country.

And' this is the most important part of parents’
obligations to Almighty God ; they are bound to listen
to the teaching of their pastor. If any think they-have
reasons snfficient to hinder them from sending their
children to the Catholic school, it is for their pastor to
.glgéze whethor the reasons are truly sufficient before

- ‘“Parents,” says the Canada School Journal, “ should
¢onsider, when they hear a complaint of a teacher from

——

@

their child, how very difficelt it is, even when no deceit
is intended, for a child to take a just or accurate view '
of the relation between himself and the administrator :
of school discipline, how much that difficulty is increased
by the comments and sympathies of other children, and
how fatally it is sure to be perverted into falsehood if
the parent shows a disposition to side against the
teachor.” '

The Ottawa Separate Schools' are taught by 20 -
Christian Brothers, 27 Sisters of the Community of
Grey Nuns, and two lay-teachers., Is is expected that
the staff will be increased after the summer vacation.
Orver two thousand children are in attendance at present.

In one of his admirnble pastoral letters Bishop
McQuaid, of Rochester, says: “ A great help in the
education of children is to be found in providing them
with good reading. Not alone for children is this a
help, but for adults as well. The power of the press,
for good or for evil, is felt in every house in the land,
So many read the newspaper that the few who do not,
come under the influence nevertheless of those who do.
From one canse and another, onr American youth
hunger after the printed page. They will read good
literature, not perﬂaps the highest in tone and character,
if they can obtain it, but such is the weakness of himan
character unaided by God's grace, that they will devour
with greater avidity the J)ernicions publications of
panderers to deﬁraved and corrupt taste. We warn
parents against the danger of permitting in their houses
unwholesome reading of any kind, caleulated to corrupt
faith or morals. They must, therefore, watch the
newspaper, the novel, the magazine, the book. Some-
times the poison in the newspaper lurks in the
unsuspected advertisement; then it permeates stories
of doubtful character; then it is found in sneers and
glurs against religion and its ministers; and, last of all,
in the Iabored article, or editorial.”

PUBILISHERS INOTICH.
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