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A Monthly Journal, Devoted to the Spread of the Writing, Printing, and Spelling Reform.

-
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[
**Had thisert (Phonogruphy) been known forty years
have saved 1ae twenty years hard labor. "' f{oa. Tho's

2£0,

it would
H, Benton,
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No Postage on the Pioneer.

From the following clause in the Official
Circular to Postmasters, issued from the Post-
master General’s Office, June 12th, 1859, it
will be seen that the Pioneer is entitled to
pass [ree of postage, it being devoted to the
education ol the people in a knowledge of
the Phonetic branch of science as applied to
writing and printing. In other words, our
little Journal, as is well known, is devoted
to Education and to Science, and is in no
sense either a newspaper or a literary peri-
odical.  Our readers may, perhaps, have to
pay postage on this first copy, but upon ex-
hibiting it to the Postmaster and explaining
its nature, the cent paid will be refunded,
and the subsequent Nos. wmill be delivered
free. The following is the clause in the
Circular to which we refer:

“ The exemption from charge accorded
to periodicals, printed wn this Province,
other than newspapers, wchen specinlly de-
voted to Education, (loth relrgious and
general) to Agriculture, to Temperance,
or 10 any &ranch of Science, and addressed
directly from the office of publication to be
transmitted to any Post-office tn ilus Fro-
vince, is contimued.”

Phonography in England.

Mr. Isaac Pitman devoted nearly tho whole
of bis Phonetic Journal for June 18th to a con-
sideration of our remarks under tho above
Leading, in the January number of tho Proneer.
Not content with dovoting nino or ten tremen-
dous colurmns of phonotypy in bis own paper
to the subject—in the courso of which he alter-
nately rambles away from and again ap-
proaches the matter in dispute—bo modestly
enougb intimates shat ho would boe obliged by
his remarks boing copied into tho Canadian
Phonet:c Pioncer, and tho American Phonetic
Journal. Perhaps the publisher of the latter
Journal will be ablo to accommodate him, but
we can assure Mr. Pitman that, anxious a5 we
are that the phouoticians of Canada should
thoroughly understand his positson, it is totally
out of our power to sccomodate him with suf

ficient spacc in the Proncer for so lengthy an
oxplavation. To attempt to do so would
“gwamp” our little craft, and thus offect double
injury to tho reform in Canada. Moreover,
we uro confidently assured by o leading Phon-
ographor of Eugland that Mr. Pitman’s remarks
above referred to, “aro only calculated to
wislead Phonographers ss to tho real bearings
of the facts;” that thoy are a “mass of mis-
representations and exaggerations,” that the
subject has been s, thoroughly discussed in
England, avd communications of a refutiog
character been so frequently refused an inser-
tion in Mr. Pitman’s journal, that nobody now
thinks it worth while 1o make any formal crit-
icism of what Mr. Pitnan may write on the
subject.  This being the case, and taking into
consideration our limited space, it would ill
become us to cnter into 8 «ontroversy on the
subject, cs&)ccially a8 we know for a certainty,
beforehand, that nothing we might advance
could bave the least influence, after the rejee-
tion, by Mr Pitman, of the overwhelming vote
of the Phonographers of England upon the
subject.

However, as wo have no desire to keep our
readers in ignorance on any subject if we can
readily avoid it, we arc perfectly willing to
devote a page of nur paper to a careful and
impartial exposition of the reasons which the
advocates of tho new style assign for the rever.
sal of tho vowel scale, and would feel obliged
if Mr Pitman, to that end, would publish an
article of the kind in his journal, in the com-
mon print, so that our compositors can road i,
and send us the necessary cuts to illustrato the
subject, tho postal expenses upon which we
will pay.

As'to our opinien of the Cincinuati phonoty-

v expressed through the Fnglish Phonetic
Boumul in 1856, wo do not know that it is
much differcnt in 1859. However, it is not
wise for those who live in glass houses to
throw stones, and when Mr Pitman ceases to
change his opinions on phonetic matters for
three montis at a timne, we may then, but not
before, think it necessary to make an opology
for a sccming chauge of vurs in threo years
past.  Wo can assure Mr Pitman that wo are
no more in love with tho Ainerican phonotypy,
which we use in the Proncer, than he is, but
wo use it beuaaso we think it better to maiatain
uniformity with the prevailing style in this
country for & timo, until Mr. Pitman gets done
changing, than it would be to uso a different
style every few monthe, thus presenting our

stability of theleaders iu the reform, Besides,
we could not afford it. When Mr. Pitman
gets through altering, roversing, wnd inter-
mixing, and pledges himself in pecuniary
bonds to use somo one style of print for at least
twenty years to come, then ko may reckon up-
on thie co-operation of the phonetic publishers
of America, but not before.

Our Subscription List,

thaoks to a fow good friends of the murcmeut,
has increased counsiderably since last issue, but
it is a long way below par yot. o have now
135 copies of the present volume ordered, and
the sum of $25 87lc. paid therefor—barely
enough to pay tho printer’s bill for four num-
bers out of tho twelve. Weo do not care o
much, however, about the monoy—though we
would ¥Xe to roceivc onough to ps%y *ho cost of
printing—but wo want a largor circulation, so
that wwe may be able to accomplish more , and
wo look to our present 135 readers, and
others into whose hands this number may fall,
to render us the required service. Let cach
procure from one to fifty more subscribers,
according to bis opportunities for doing &0,
and forward them with tho proper remittance,
aod tho object is &ccumplished. Itis justas
casy upon usto edit the Puonecr for 5,000
readers as for 100, and if cach Phonographer
would devoto 83 snuch time, per month,
gratis, to tho interests of the Pioncer as we do
—to say nothing of cash—wc might just as
well have double five thousand subscribers,
and double as large a paper too, as not.

Tho prizes offercd in our lastissue appesr
to havo called forth very little competition,
probably owinpato the idea being entertained
that thero would bo 1 cent. postage to bo paid
on each copy, or 12 cents per annum. Qnly
two clubs—one of twelve and the other of
twenty subscribers—have yet been sent in. As
we offered eeven differeut prizes, and as no
postage is collcctablo on such papers as ours,
wo have determined to hold the award open o
whilo longer than at firat avnounced. As our
pext punnber will beissucd ina couple of weeks
or su afier this one, the award will be made in
the Sept. No., and all clubs received up to the
15th day of Scptember, will be slowed to
competo fur the prizes. Lest some who re-
ceive this No. may not haso scea tho issue for
June, wo repeat the offer:

For the largest number of copies orderced,

readers with & disheartening expose of the in-,

uver sixtecn. a copy of the “ Phonographer’s
Diary,” containing 4U0 large square pages of
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doubleulod) aper f theSnent ity Haadi
-omely:boumi.x cloth,'price_$3; Apd-§23-worth
of Phonographic Magazines—in all $4.00.
. For the 2ud largest number over acvem, n
warbled and gilt copy of “’Graham's Hand.
Book of Phoaography,” prico $1.75.
For tho 3rd lariest number over seven, a
cq%y‘of ¢ The Teacher,” prico $1.15.
or tho 4th largest numbor over soven, a
ooiy of tho « Phonographic Chart,” prico $1.00.
or tho 5th largest number ovor seven, &
Roporling Cover, for holding reporting paper,
price 75cts.
"For tlic “Gth-Iargest number ovor soven, a
zosgy of “Grahaw’s Briof Loog-Hand,” prico
to.

For the Tth largest numnber over soven, 100
Phonographic Eavelopes, price 50cts.

An Apology.

Woe owe our readers anapology for the late-
uess of our appearacco this month. We Liave
oac—otherwiss wo'shonld have been on hand
on or about tho 15th of tho month, as usual.
Our priating office not being a very extensive
ong, wo sometimnes got a job to print which
accupies noarly all’ our typo snd time for a
wock or two. In such case, our little paper,
not being a vory good customer, is crowded
%o one side until more important work is fin.
ishod. This was the caso this month, but wo
will try to mako up for our prosent Iateness by

being more oarly than usual at somo futuro
time.

An Orthographic Puzzle,

The celebrated termination “ough” is amus-
ingly enough put in the following lines.

Wifo, make mo some dumplings of dough,
Thoy're better than meat for my cough;
Pray let them be boiled till hot through,
But not till thiey’ro heavy or tough.
Now, I must bo off to the plough,
And the hoys, when they’ve had enough,
Muct keep the flies off with a bough,
‘While the old mare drinks at 310 trough.

Phonographic Magazines.
Evory student of Phonography should take

some Phonographic Magaziue for the purposo;

of kecping up his interest in the study, and
haring fresh reading mattor. A person-should
be sblo to read Phbonographby fluently, as well
as write it; and the ability to write rapidly is
of very littio weo without the ability to read
what iswritton. No reading exerciso that can
bo prooured, aftor the Roporter’s Companion
aad tho Phonographio Reader are gone
through, is moro intoresting andt useful than
that to bo found in the Phonographic Maga.
zines. In selecting n Magazine, many wonld

Phonography, viz. England. Wo havo ac-

oordingly made artangements whoreby wo
ahall bo coabled to furnish our readers with

Y

“lwirs Rond; 1o

the ¥ PRondgraph
Chiatles Gahagan, Esqi 8 Nutford Place, Edg-
ndon,~which~is” tho lending
ublication of the kind in tho world—at tho

paid ‘The “ Examiner” is a Jithographed per-
1odical, issued once a month, contairing 16
pages as large as those of the Manual of Phon-
ography, of neatly written Yhonography. In
addition to the Magazine proper, thero isa
Supplement, each onth, contairing letters
from cor=~*pondents, book notices, cte., of from
Rto 1§ pages more, for which one penny per
copv additional is charged in Eoglaad, but wo
wili “ucnish tho whole, post-paid to any part of |
Canads, for $1,00in advanco.  Fifty cents will !
pay " tho six months from July to December
of thw year inclusive. Thus for 70 ctg, from
144 10 192 pages of gond phonographic read-
ing may bo procured = Tho Examiner is print-
ed mainly in the corresponding style—a few
Yngcs occasionnlly being also givenin an casy
Reporting style.
—r—— Oyt

Mr. James Sniciey, a school teachor in
tho Towuship of King, writes as follows, in
very coxrect Phonography :—+I have felt
anxious to send you n samplo of my wridng in;
Phonography, as a proof of my success in tho
art; but when I tell you that three of us went
into partnership for the book you sent me, so
that T have only had it ono week out of the
three, and that T have therefore had it only
about ono month ;—and during that time I have
had to attend td my school, hulf an acre of
garden, ou acreof potato patch, besides read-
g four or five weekly newspapers, and along
with that & good deal of history, as well as to
atteni to the wants of my family ;—you will
readily admit that I have not had a great op-
portunity 10 bocome master of theart. Ilow-
cver, I believe I can now writc it faster than
lh_ol long-band, and am so much taken up
with

it that I intend to starun class in it as soon
as the evenings get a littlo longer, and I can
get a little better acquainted with it

Our correspondent has certainly done ve-
markably well, considering the difficulties with
which ho is surrounded.  Suchmen asheare
wanted in the phonetic world, to keep tho cause
in a stato of progress. Persons who, though
having shundance of leisure time on thoir
hands, capnot learn Phonography without the
aid of an oral teacher, cannot bo cxpected
ever to be of any more servico in tho extension
of a knowledgo of the art thap tho litde they
acquire of it is beneficial to them. Tho man
who learns Phonographby in the midst of diff-
culties and alono, is the man to make his way
upward and onward in life, and those who give
up tho study and say thoy can’t learnit (and
wo have mot with two or threo of that charac.
ter) may 88 well writo themsclves down block-
heads at once, and never moto aspire to be any-

Thonography is onc of the casicst, simplest and |
most attractivo of all tho various branches of
education.

ic Ezaminer” published by| Mr.' Warring Kxxsrvy, of Toronto, a

goad Phondgrapher who had tho assistanco of
Mr. Webber in acquiring a knowledgo of tho

ow price of $1,00 per aunum, postage pre-,oTh writos that hie has purchased from his Into

tutor, who has gune into uther Lusiness, all the
wmaps, charts, ote.,, recontly used Ly him at the
Phonographic Institute ou the corner of King
and Church strects, and that he will keep the
establishment open for atime. Ile snys also
that ko aud five others havo an-Ever-circulat.
ing magazino in operation, <of Lwlhich Prof.
Goutier i3 counductor; that=all wnre bighly
pleased with their now attainmeat, and are res-
olved to nssist cach other as much s possible
in acquiring still greator proficicney.

Mz SamueL Crare~This indefatigable la-
borer in the cauro of Reform is speaking a
good word for Phonography and instituting
classes for instruction in tho art in the Town
of Brantford, as will bo learned from the fol-

lowing paragraph, which we clip from the
Brant £2positor.

Puoxograruy.—Mr. Clare’s Lecture on this
Leautiful science was respectably attended on
Friday evening last. lis exposition of the ad-
vantages of ,I?h_onogrnphy over the common
system of writing' and epelling. was listened
to with much interest.  Mr. Clare has <aken
rooms in the Victoria Buildings, Colborve St.,
and is now forming classes for tuition in the
gcienco. Tho young men of Brantford, of
whatevor profession, should lose no time in en-
rolling themselves as students undor Mr. Clare.
Independent of the focs being very moderate,
the advautage of posessing n knowledge of
this beauﬁfu{;systcm of short band i3 incaleu-

‘lablo.”

T'He PHoNOGRAPHER’S SoNG.—Tlns ex-
excellent composition will be given 0 next
issue, and a larze number of capital acticles
relating to the subject of Phonetic truth wil}

make their appearance as our limited columns
will permit,

To the Editor of the Pioncer.

Sir,—You will bo glad to learn, no doubr,
that the study of Phonography in this plsce
and ncighborhood i3 becoming very general.
All my appreatices (threo in number) hare be-
comeo proficionts in the art, after studyiug and
pracising a short time oach day dering the
past three months. The demand for tho Manuals
is greatly on the increase. Several of our
ministers, as well as many of the intolligent
young men sud others of this place, havo aluﬁiccd
or are studying tho usoful art.

The public certainly owe yoa a debt of gra-
titude for tho pains you hase taken in iatro-
ducing in this country this cxcellent system of

profor to have one from the fountain head of'thing or anybody in tho domain of intcllect.:“'mmg by sonnd.

T am quite out of Manualz  Please sond mo

more copics, with copy books.
Gratefully yours,

Ingorsoll, 12th July, 1859. J.S. G
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Forthe Phonetic Proneer.

I have writt:n all the exercises in Pitman’s
Manuul of Plonography, aud can read the
most of them as readily as I can our common
long-band.  What little I know of the are
affords mo muck pleasure, and I ardently de.
siro to obtain a complote knowledge of a 8ys-
tem which I deem so useful aud importaat to
tho world. Iouly regret that I did not be-

come acquainted with it soonor. IIad this been
tho case, I'might by its aid have acquired
greater J)roﬁcio'ncy in other brauches of educa-
tion, and have douo a great deal moro good in
my urllcro of uscfulness. I cheerfully recom-
mend it to the favorablo notice of ali,and par-
ticularly the voung, All should immediately
avasl themsolves of tho fucilitics offered, and

. endeavor without delay to know at least somo-

thing of oue of the greatest inventions of the
age.”’ JOUN EARL,
Minister in the Canada Christinn Conferenco.
Townsend, C.\V., 5th July, 1859.
——— G B

THE PHUNOTYPIC ALPHABET.

VOWELS.
€e Tda Aq 0o Qo 0o
al, a«'e arm, all ode, ooze;
Q4a Uda Ee
mr, ask, carth;
I. Ee Aa 0o Tunu Wu
W, edl, am, on up foot ;
DIPHTUONGS.
i Go TEsx Uy
by, boy. ho, vew;
CONSONANTS.
Pp, Bbh, Tt Dd, €g Ji Kk, Gg,
pn bid, tat, did, church, judge, cake, gag

Ff, Vv, Rt, d¢, Ss, %z %[ Kz

Tye, viea, lath, lalke, ccaso, seize, shc, asure,

L, Rr, Mm, N», Wy, Yy, Ww, I,
UL, rare, maim, nun, sing, you, way, Aoy
>

A Lesson in Pronunciation,

Who that xeads the war news pronounces
the names of personsand places with any cer-
tsinty of correctness, or with any satisfaction
to himself? Who dares to rcad it aloud, and
who that does it, gives overy syllablo a clear,
distinct and decided sound 2 Do not almost all
persons slido and stamble over them, somewhat
as a “log sled” jumps and thumps ove. tho
stumps and rough places in the road 7 For the
bepehit of such persons, wo givo a fow of the
most frequently recurring names, with their
correet pronuncintion fndicated in phonetic
print. By a referencn to the Phonotypic Al-
whahet, tho correct sound of each lotter may

¢ learned.

Bareguardo—Baragwqrdo, vilaj ov Lombardi.
Brescin—Brefiq, siti ov dito.
Buffalora—Bafglorq, a siti on de Tegeno.
Canrobert—Kqnrebyr, a Freng Jeneral.
Castipliono — Kqstelyona, tsn ov Lombardi.
Cassalo—Kasqla, fortifid tsn ov Itali.
Cherbourg—arter, fortifid Freng harbor.
Chieso—Keass, a river in Nordern tali, X
Garibaldi—Garzbqlde, an Italyan Jeneral,

'Guidizwlo——Gwe«litsolo, tsn ov Ostrian Itali.

Gyulai—Joli, an Ostrian Ksnt and Jeneral.
Tago Maggiore—Lago Mqdjors, a lak.
Magenta—3Iqjentq, tsn ov Ostrian Itali.
Mazzini—Matsene, a politifan ov Itah.
Mincio—Mengo, a niver i Itals.
Mont Cenis—Map Sene, sumit o Alps.
Mountechiaro—Montakeqroe, a tsn ov Itali,
Novara—Novarq, siti ov Lombardi.
Peschiora—Peskearq, fortifjd tsnin Lombazdi.
Romagnano—Romquyqno, tsn mn Pedimont.
Solfermo—Solfarcno, vilgy i Ostrian Itals,
Schilick—2Zlek, an Ostrian Jeneral,
Siccle—Seqkl, a nyzpaper in Paris.
Scsin—Sascq, a river in Pedmont.
San Giorgio—San Jorjo, a tsn in Nor. Itali.
Susa—Swsq, @ tsn ov Pedmont.
Ticino—Teqeno, a river in Pedmont.
Vercelli—Vergele,.a sits ov Pedmont..
Vallegio—Valnjo, a vilaj ov Ostrian Itali,
Vigevano—Vejavano, a'tsn ov Sqrdinia.
Voghern—Vogarq, a tsn ov Pedmont.
Zouaves—Zuqrz, de namov an aktiv bodi ov
soljerz in Qe Freng servis, wriiinaly Arabz but
n¥ Frengmen ho war de Arab Jdres, e Zu-
avz qr distipgwift from uder Freng trasps bi
dar dres, hwig iz sumhwot oriental in stjl, kon-
sistip ov bly tyniks, de las pantalonz tukt in
b} gaterz, and de Turkif fez or skul-kap. da
difer olso in dqr malitari qit yuzip de baonct.!
olmaost eksklysivli, and trustip tu dar jimnas-
tik ajiliti rader dan tu dar skil in de ys ov fjr-
arms.  da ar regylarti trand in jimnastik cks-
ersjzez ; and hwot givz dem dar sukses agenst
hevi armd (raps iz de swiftnes wid hwig da
wil skel wolz, Icp digez and baonet gunerz
at dar posts gren befor da hav had tim tu lod
@ar peses a sckond tjm.
o el &= @ B

Tre CananaN Puoseric PioNger. W.

II. Orr, Oshawa, C.W. 25¢.a year.

Tho issue for Juno of this little monthly shect
has come to hand.  We have before praised this
publication, and on the receipt of this number—
the twelfth, complotiag the first volume—we may
again be allowed to direct attention to the maga-
zino and its objects. Its comprehensive title in-
dicates its purpose—viz, that it1s * devoted to
the spread of the wri‘ing, spelling and printing
reform” in Canada; and certainly, during the
rast twelve month3 the important aim of the
““Pionect’” bas not been overlooked., We desire
especinlly to uotico the fact that a national asso-
ciation has been constituted under the name of
% The British American Association,” having fcr
g object the union and co-operationof thefrisnds
of tho phouetic reform, tho encouragement and
spread of phonetic writing and priating, and the
circulation of phoaetic and phonographic publi-
cations throughout British North America, Mem-

ors of this association gratuitously correct the
exercises of learners and givo information res-
pecting the phonographlc art, Similar soueties
exist in Englaad and in the United States, and
7.9 their purposes are disintercsted and bencfcial
they deserve favor at the hands of every journal-
ist. Phonographers wishing to becoms mem-
bers may doso by addressing the secretary, Mr.
Adgustus Webber, Toronto, stating occupation
or profession  No cotrance fee or subseription is
required. Volnatary donations, devoted solely to
the printing of tLe annual report, ars received,
and memberships are rencwed anaually. This
association was established Macch 24th. 1859, and
full information respecting its constitntion and
objects may be found ia the * Phonstic Pioneer.”

Phonography.

Sexccir axp WRITING are thy'grand médi.
ums for tho interchangoe of thought and-affec-
tion, and thus for carrying on the necobsary.
intercourseq of lifo. Between these two methods
of communication, thoro has alwa 8 _existed
%rcat disparity in point of facility and dispatch.

0 speak, is am exerciso comparatively ¢ Y s
casy and delightful; to torute, is felt by ali to
bo tedious, cumbrous- and. wearigomo, in an
extremo degree. Te this disparity neceseary 1
or, doea it result from tho imperfoction of our
system of writing? Thoe hand' is as ekilfully
organised for the rapid execution of writton
characters as are the larynx, mouth, tonguo
and lips. for the rendy articulation of apoken
sounds. Itisan interesting and important in-
quiry,—Why aro not the signs employed in
writing, as simplo as the sounds thoy repre-
sent ? R

Within tho last huadred yoars, travelling
has been expedited to soven times the former
rato of speed; within the last sixtecn years,
the epistolary correspondenco of this country
has increased five-fold, by the introduction of
cheap, br:% remunerative, postal communica-
tion ; and, by means of the electric telegraph,,
intelligence “can now bo conveyed to any
tance i & few scconds. Similar improvements
and facilitics distinguish tho present from all
former times, in almost cvery depertment of
social and commercial lifo: and yct W con-
tinue to use tho modo of WRITING which has
heen handed down tous from the remotest an-
tiquity, (with but very slight changes in the
forms of the ]cttcrs,“—s. mode which, by its
complexity, obliges tho readiest hand to spend
at least six hours in writing what can bo
spoken inone! Is this right, fit or necessary ?
The genius of the ago auswers, « No.?

It is, however, in accordanco with the law
of human life and progress, that that whichis
defective and erroncous should be remodeled,
and rendered conformablo to reason and truth :
and that that which is difficult should bo made
easy. In thisago of intollectual and busincss
activity, tho want of an expeditious method of
writing is universally felt. “ Who that is much
inthe habit of writing,? asks the English Reviesr,
“has not often wished for some means of ex-
pressing by two_or threo dashes of the pen,
that which, as thicgs are, it requires such an.
expenditure of time and labor to commit to
paper? Our present mode of communication
must be felt to be cummbersomo ih tho last de-
greo , unworthy of theso days of invention*
wo require some means of bringing the apers-
tions of the mind, and of the hand, into closer
correspondence.”

Suoarngnn.—S{stcms of Shorthand based
upon the common alphabet, though considorably
bricfor than ordinary writing, are altogether
incapable of supplying itsplaco in the common
business of life. On this point no more con-
clusive evidenco can be necessary than ie af-
forded by the fact that, notwithstanding tho art
of Stenography has been crmiployed in this
country for nearly three centarics, few; except
professivnal reporters, make a practical use of
it.  The illegibility of Shorthandis proverbial,.
and tho public have wisely refesed to trust the
records of their thoughts and deeds to its faitk-
less kecping. N .

ProNoorariy~—The desideratum of a brief

—Ksigston Whig.

mothod of writing, bricfer than. the brisfest
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Shorthand, and yot as legible as Longhand,!?irst Reader (Longley's), using tho cards dur-
is suppliod_in Phonography, the invontion of iug thowhole course = We then put them to
Mr. Isanc Pitmau, of %Imh. It is alrcady used | reading and spelling in & Second Reader of or-
by many thousaud persons in this country and. dinary print, requiring, however, all words to
in America, with perfect fearleseneta for allthe be aunnlyzed by sounds as well as epelled by
common purposes of writing,—for correspon-;letters. ) .

dence, in book keeping, for writing sermons,, Wo meet with rome difficulties.  Ono of the

class took up tho book as if lbfi had been fi

miliar with it, and required snuch less speaial 1ne
struction than other claxes advanced to the sume
powt in the usual method 'Tho only instruction
required of tho teacher was to give the powers
of combination in Jetters with which they wero
not acquainted. There thoy rendily learned,

emays, etc. that are (o be read in public, and greatest iy, not having teachers who under-tand sovn beeame as fluent readers in' the ordis

for reporting the proccedings of law courts|stand the system and the proper mnodes of
and legislative assemblics. Itis a system of applying it; another is, the prejudice of the
Phenetic Shorthand, as rapid and asintelligiblo community.” To remedy tho first, we put our
as gpeech itself; of which it is, ns usc§ jo best female teachers in tho primary depart-

Inary typo asin thatin which they hud been

taught.
Our anxicty was now in regard to slpe]ling.
This, too, was speedily removed, for the pho.

correspondence, an exact picture; and s used ments,and pay them the highest wages. These Inctic class were very soon the best spelless of

in verbatim reporting. a perfectandintelligiblo teachers, with a few exceptions, lave used a

their age in the school  The very irregulari.

cutline. Phonography is based upon a correct, commendable degree of industry in qualifying ttics of the Romanic orthography seemed to aid

and practical analysis of spoken language, and  thrmselies to teach the syetem euccessfully,
represents words as they are really pronounced. and have accomplished this to as great an ex-
There is every reafon to believe that, in the tent as wo cou}d reasonably expect. If the
course of time, it will entircly supersedo Long-!s_\'stcm is pursued another year, wo shall look
hand, except in legal documents, titles of manu- for much wore favorable vesults than we have
script booke, headings of chapters and pages, yet seen: though the results already attained
.lem&::g -words in written indexes, addresses of are much more desirablo than thoso accom-
letters, and parcels, cte.; where the bold ap- . plished by the old method of instruction.
carance of Longhand, in comparison with! To overcome the second difficulty mentioned,
Shorthand, affords greater facilities for refer- the Board puicharcd the hooks and furnished
enco. The following facts may be taken as the classes with them free of charge, and pre-
indications of the future gencral adoption of 'vented tho children from taking them home
Phonography —No one who is practically ac. until they were sufliciemly advanced to read
quainted with the system, ever thinks of em.|them. In this manner we have avoided com-
ploving Longhand when writing 10 a personing in criml.;xlct d\\ith th{:‘ rupul:xr]l)..rq,udiccs in
who bhas a knowledge of the Phonetic Short.,aremarkable degree. Whenintelligent parents
hand slphabet. 'l‘lﬁ’ alphabet of the systemn, (bave witnessed l:he results of tho system in
and the sbility to read it, may he acquired in, their own children, they have juvarably be-
thlrco or four hours’ study. The ability to d;nitc cor‘r;g xt}sl \ramxestt ud\‘ld)c:x]tcs. o i all
Phouography at the rate of twenty words per ‘¢ have not used the eystem in our
minutc%—— eyavemgc rate at whicl{ Longhsx,dpchools long cnough to testits merits in every
is written,—mny be acquired by any one who,particular as t0 its general workings, and only
caun already writo Longhaud, in one month, one of the expernmental classes has been kept
by practising from half an hour to an hour per together  The_ results, however, inthis class,
day By conﬁ(xlmcd practice, incr?‘ascd é‘aci it_y:lhconbidcrn {l't‘xlxr clx.:;:;:plc of tho.wor}qng? of
is attained, and insix months the student of thesystem. 1¢ children cemposing this class
theart isallo to report a slow speaker verba. 'wcrg those who entered theschool for the first
tim, at the rate of a hundred words per minute. 'time, most of them nut knowing ther letters.
One or two mouths’ additionsl practice will,-A few had Leen taught the alphabet, but this
cnable bim to write at the average rate of proved rather an hindrance than an advauntage.
gublic speaking, which is one hundred and The parentage of the hildren was the same
twenty words per minute. as that found in most of our schools—2a mix-
ture of American, German and Irish. The
pupils were taken as they were sent in, with
a view to givo the system a furr test. The
teacher was young, with oniy ore year’s ex-
perience—anassistant in the primary depart-
ment.  She knew nothing of the system as a
means of teaching children tc read ; hence sha
had everything to learn as she advanced with
the class. She however brought to the work
good natural powers, very well cultivated by
study, and a commenduble degreo of earnest-
ness  She had no Jdifficulty in taking the class
thoroughly over the Primer aud First Readerin
the course of tho year.

Wo now came to the point whero wo ex-
peced difficulty. Tho question was scriously
askd, « How shall wo make the transition from
the Fhoncticto tho ordinary print1” It was
induth to make ﬂ?n cxperiment desigoed ;]o :Iu nrst de(crmitl:cd to u;s!(:a 'lfmnlstifon %(:nder.
test tho merits of the phonetic system in toach- By corresponding with the Rev. omas
jog children the ﬁrstphpﬁnciplgs of rcading.:llill, of Waltham,gMass., vwho has spent much
For this purpose _three classes wero unpplicd'thought on this subject, and who has tricd-the
with Longley’s Phogetic Cards and Primer. experiment in the schools of bis place of resi-
Tho experiment was 50 far o success 28 to in- dence, we were assured that such a reader was
ﬂbucncg the Bé)nrd ?n adtgpt é};l(_e];ystcm for uz:]l r}x?o;dnecsyss‘::r,{i’x hw?h thtt:_nthpu‘t:hls!;ebb"svS%oan
the primary departments, ildren on enter-| Reader in o hands of the . We havo
ing tho sc)fool :I:ro required to spend the first used the reader for years in our schools. The
yesr in learning to read Phonoty;y. In this first two weeks removed all our anxictiy asto
&ime wo tako them through the Primer andlt.he difficulty in tho way of transition. The

Frotn the Illnoss ‘Teacher.

Phoretic Instruction on |

All who aro Interested in inquiring into tho,
true merits of phonetic teaching as a means of |
introduction to our literature in its present
dress, will bo interested in the following letter

from the Superintendent of Public Schools in
Syracuse, l\lY
Orrfice oF Tix Boarn oF Epvcatioy,
Svracusg, November 26, 1858.
Ma. Jxo F. Braoxs—Dear Sir ; Your let.
ter of tho 20th inst. is before me. Itis with
plessure 1 reply to your inquiries.
One year ago the Board of Education was

them in learning to spell With these poiuts
settled favorably, we considered the cxperi-
ment a perfect success.

Tho following is & summary of some «f the
results of the experience in this elass:

Ist. A distinctness of articulation never be-
fore obtained. This is so marked a1 d uniforin
that the most delicate ear will find it difficuts
to detecmiue the nytronality of the pupii by any
pecuharity of accent.

2d. Independence is getting out the pronvpe
ciativn of new words.

3cd. A raiiunal and practical knowledge of tLo
relation of letters to words.

4th. Anincreastd tacilivy in learning to spell,
To this ight be added . An increased activity
of mind, induced in the child by the factthat
every stef of the process by which he has tearns
ed to read has been intelligible to himself.

I was induuced to bring this clacs before our
Teacher’s Association at last mesting. The cx-
amination tken had showed conclusively tho fore-
goiog results.  Wishing to subject the class to
the severest test possible, 1, without the knowl-
edge of the temcher, procured another Reader
and put it into the hands of the class. It proved
to be much more difficult than ti ¢ one they were
usiig, and the class never saw the book until
it was put in their hands. I expected a falure,
but was must agrecably disapponted, for every
member of the class was able to read thr first
picce opened to with a distinciness of uttcrance
and & propriety of pronunciation which might
well be imitated by most teachers,

I have aiready been twore leagihy than lin-
tended. Butl hope our success, imperfect as it
is, may cncourage others to adopt the system.
I have not attempted to advance opinions or
theoties in this matter, butto give the practical
workings of the system so far as we have tried it.

I remain yours very truly,
GEQ. L. FARNHAM, Supennfendent.
- >

PHONLTIC Ass0CiaTioN.—A list of the new members of
the Association should have appeared in the present No.,
but we have now notspece suflicient. See next resue.

———ee——

‘Terxs o 1z Poxxea~For ous copy ohe ycar, 23
cents.  For six eopics to different addresses $1.00. For
sevento ono addrcss $1.00. For ihirteen 1o diferent ad-
dresscs, $2,00. For sixtern 10 one address, 32,00, For
€ty to one address. $5,00,

Tus RerortEr'sCoxranion.—A complete guide
to the scquirement of “etbatim Repoiting.—
Price, 31,

Tus Punasx Boox.— A Vocabulary of Phrase.
ography, or sentences that ;way be wristen with-
out liftiog the pen ; with a key. Price, in cloth
binding, $1.

Tux Teacuxr~—a book cf directions to persons
wishing to become Phonograpbic Teachers ; wni-

ten .wnd printed in the Corresponding Style.—
Price, $1,15. .



