Technical and Bibliographic Notes / Notes techniques et bibliographiques

The Institute has attempted to obtain the best original
copy available for filming. Features of this copy which
may be bibliographically unique, which may alter any
of the images in the reproduction, or which may
significantly change the usual method of filming, are
checked below.

L]

This item is filmed at the reduction ratio checked below/
Ce document est filmé au taux de réduction indiqueé ci-dessous.

10X

Coloured covers/
Couverture de couleur

Covers damaged/
Couverture endommagée

| Covers restored and/or laminated/
| Couverture restaurée et/ou peliiculée

Cover title missing/
Le titre de couverture manque

Coloured maps/
Caites géographiques en couleur

Coloured ink (i.e. other than blue or black)/
Encre de couleur (i.e. autre que bleue ou noire)

Coloured plates and/or illustrations/
Planches et/ou illustrations en couleur

Bound with other material/
Relié avec d’autres documents

Tight binding may cause shadows or distortion
along interior margin/

La reliure serrée peut causer de 'ombre ou de la
distorsion le long de la marge intérieure

Blank leaves added during restoration may appear
within the text. Whenever possibie, these have
been omitted from filming/

Il se peut que certaines pages blanches ajoutées
lors d’une restauration apparaissent dans le texte,
mais, lorsque cela était possible, ces pages n'ont
pas été filmeées.

Additional comments:/
Commentaires supplémentaires:

14X 18X

L’Institut a microfilmé le meilleur exemplaire qu'‘il

été possible de se procurer. Les détails de cet

exemplaire qui sont peut-8tre uniques du point de vue
bibliographique, qui peuvent modifier une image
reproduite, ou qui peuvent exiger une modification

dans

la méthode normale de filmage sont indiqués

ci-dessous.

Coloured pages/
Pages de couleur

Pages damaged/
Pages endommagées

Pages restored and/or laminated/
Pages restaurées et/ou pelliculées

Pages discoloured, stained or foxed/
Pages décolorées, tachetées ou piquées

Pages detached/

Pages détachées

N

Showthrough/
Transparence

AN

Quality of print varies/
Qualité inégale de l'impression

N

Continuous pagination/
Pagination continue

Includes index(es)/

[

2X

Comprend un (des) index

Title on header taken from:/
Le titre de i'en-téte provient:

| [ Title page of issue/
4 Page de titre de la livraison

Caption of issue/
Titre de départ de la livraison

| Masthead/
| Générique (périodiques) de la livraison

26X

12X 16X

20X

24X 28X 32X




MATY,

<

1879.

-

No. IT.
The Sandtoich Jazlands.*

The people that 1walked in darkness have scen
" & great Light : they that dwell in ths land of the
- shadow of death, wpon them hath the light

. shined —Isaiak 9 : 2.
, gHE Sandwich Islands were go named by
) Captain Cook, who discovered the group
in 1778. This distinguished navigator was
. Teeeived by all classes of tha people with de-
.. monstrations of astonishment and delight.
. Offerings and prayers were presented to him
[ by the mative priests in one of the temples
;. mear the bay in which his vessels anchored and
{ on the shore of which he was murdered on the
i, night of the 13th February, 1799. The islands,
. ten in number, arc called by the inhabitants
5 the Hawatian Islands, from the largest of the
group. They are situated about 2500 mmles
. due west from Mexico, and are distant from
Japan 3,400 miles, thus occupying a central
ke Position on the great ocean highways that con-
neet America with China and Australia. The
R -four Jargest and most important wlands are
[, Hawaii, Maui, Oahu, and Kanar.  The circum-
g ference of Iawaii is about 300 nulcs, and that
b of Oahu about 100. They are all of volcanic
¥ origin. Snow-capped mountains nse to & height
& of nearly 14,000 fict.. On the cast side of
g Hawail, at an altitude of 400U feet above the
.58, is the largest voleano that has yet Leen
B discovered. It is in a state of ceaseless actvity,
i the crater being literally a lake of fire, nine
pizmiles in eirewmference, bordered with perpen-
ydicnlar walls of lava 1060 feet deep. The
[ Edlimate is remarkably healthy, and the natives,
ponsidered physically, are among the finest
* the Pacific.

¢ History of the Mission of tho American Board of
Oemmissioncrs for Foreign Missions to the Sandwich
pithnds : by Rufus Anderson, D.D., LL.D., Iate
 Secrelary of tho Board.  Boston, 1874,

Sixty years ago there was not a solitary na-
tive christian in these Islands. The prople
lived in the lowest condition ef heathen bar-
barism. The accounts of their moral debese-
ment seen almost incredible. Marriage and
family ties were unknown. It was common
for children, as soon as they were born to be
given away by their parents or te be buried
alive ; and when fathers or mothers became
aged and infirm, it was not uncommon for theix
children, in order to rid themselves of the
barden, to cast them down a precipice, or to
bury them alive. Human sacrifices formed a
part of the religion of the natives. But the
most intolerable part of the religious system
was the abu, which made certain days, places,
persons, and things sacred, and death was the
penalty for its violation, The Islands were
full of idols of hidvous and disgusting aypear-
ance. % At the present time these same Islands
are found under an independent and constitn-
tional geveroment, with a pative sovereign at
its hrad, and 2 govirnmi nt as confessedly cog-
nizant of God’s law and the Gospel as any one
of the governments of C(hnistian Europe, and,
what is more, with a Christian community of
self governed, self-supporting churches, embra-
cing as large a proportion of the people, and as
really entitled to the Christian name, as the
churches of the most favoured Christian conn-
tries.” Hew this geat cliauge has been effectcd
we shall now endeaveur very bricfly to state,
il not in the preeise words of the author whose
name we have slv ady quoted, at least with the
acknowlsdgement that to him we are entirely
indebted for the infurnwation submitted.

Tie AcExcy, which by the blessing of Ged
has proveid so sucerssfu', was the American
Beard of Foreign Missicns, composed, at the
time here referred to, of representatives from
the various evangrlical churches in the United
States, and which, up to the time of the Union
of the Ol and New-school Presbyterian
Churches, was chiefly supported by the Con-
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sgregationalist Churches of New England, and
the Presbyterians of the Middle and Southern
States, In the year 1809, & youth named
Obookiah, a native of Hawaii, was induced to
take passage in an American ship and landed
at New Haven in Connecticut. The college
buildings there attracted his attention, and,
learning their object, he was found one day
weeping on the threshold because there was no
one to instruct him. Kind friends took the
lad by the band and cared for him. Mean-
while other youths were found from the Sand-
wich Islands and other foreign parts in such
numbers as to suggest the establishment of a
mission school or college, which was opeued in
1816 with twelve pupils, of whom seven were
from the Sandwich Islands. The object of the
school was the education of heathen youths
with a view to sending them back to their
own countries as school-masters, missionaries,
physicians, skilled artizans, &c. Obookiah was
smong the first pupils, but he died before he
had completed his education, Chiefly through
him, however, & very general interest had been
awakened in regard to his countrymen, and a
mission to the Sandwich Islands was resolved
upon, So that although the school itself was
not very long-lived it could not be called a
failure, since it gave riss to this mission.

It has often been mentioned as a remarkable
fact in the history of missions that the Sand-
wich Islanders had abolished idolatry before
christian missionaries were sent to them and
thus, in some respects, anawered the condition
foretold in prophecy, Isainh 42: 4, “and the
isles shall wait for his law.” In asense this
was true, but it is to be noted that this strange
event resulted from no religious conviction
whatever, but rather from a desire to be rid of
every kind of religious restraint npon the lusts
and passions of a debased and sensusal people.
Yet was it overruled by, Providence for their
speedy conversion,

The mission to the Sandwich}slands was
commenced on the 4th April, 1820, when the
brig ““Thaddeus " reached Hawaii with. the first
detachment of missionaries, consisting of the
Revds. Hiram Bingham and Asa Thurston,
from the Andover Theological Seminary, or-
dained to thig work ; Dr. Holman a physician ;
two achool-masters, a printer, and a farmer—

all married men. The first news that greeted
their arrival was the death of the old king, and
¢¢that his successor had renounced the national
superstitions, destroyed the idols, burned the
temples, abolished the priesthood, put an end
to human sacrifices ; that peaceiprevailed, and
that the nation, without a religion, was waiting
for the law of Jehovah.” The young king wes
friendly towards the missionaries but was in no
haste to come under tLe restraints of the new
religion ; however, he comsented that they
should occupy stations on three of the principal
Islands. The missionaries began by reducing
the language of tho natives fo a written form—
their alphabet containing only twelve letters—
five vowels“and seven consonants. In 1822, the
time printing press came into use. Sinee that
not less tban one hundred and fifty works havs

'been printed in the Hawaiian language, cover

ing more than two hundred and twenty millions
of pages. They include three editions of the
Bible and four editions of the New Testament—
more than twenty thousand of the former and
thirty thousand of the latter. Upwards of &
hundred thousand hymn bouks have bee
printed, latterly with tunes annexed; and
many editions of the Catechism. Besides s
comprehensive series of School-books, a number
of standard works on Theology, Church History
and Science ; biographical memoirs of dis
tinguished natives and missionaries; sketches
of Hawaiian history and ¢ Antiquities of ths
Islands by Hawaiions.”

Before long attempts were made by unfriendly
foreigners te throw suspicion on the mission-
aries and their work, but Providence interposed
on their behalf. Mr. Ellis, the same prudent
English Missionary who afterwards became o
useful in Madagascar, accompanied a party of
native missionaries from the Society Islands
who had been sent to visit the Marquesas. 02
their way they stopped here, and Mr, Elif
familiarity with the language proved of im-
mense service to the mission. The first rein-
forcement of the mission arrived in the sprin
of 18238. It consisted of three ministers, tws
licentiates, a secular superintendent for the
mission, and three Hawaiians from the Foreig2
Mission School. By this time the earlier miv
sionarics were able to presch, and Mr. Bl
had translated Bnd cireulated & collection o
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hymns, much to the gratification of the natives.
It was not long before a church was built at
Honoluln, and this having been destroyed by
firo 8 larger and better house was speedily
<rected and dedicated. Many of the chiefs and
ralers had come under the influence of chris-
tianity, and schools were in a flourishing condi-
tion on many of the Islands. At the end ofthis
year fifty natives were employed as teachers
and two thousand bad learned to read. The
religion of the Gospel had taken root in Kailua
where it was first proclaimed, and here also a
«church Jhad been erected, in which the usual
attendance was from six hundred to a thousend
persons.  The Gospel was introduced to Hilo
and Puna on the opposite side of Hawaii in
1824, and in two months after another church
—the ninth on the group—had been erccted.
A few years more and Hilo became the most
interesting of all the christian districts. In
1825 more than a hundred natives of both
sexes at Honolulu offered themselves for chris-
tien baptism. An important event of this
year was the institution of a prayer-meeting at
‘Honolula by the Prime Minister and several
others. It was called by the natives a ¢ tabu
meeting,” since nove were admitted who did
not engage to live sober and correct lives, and
to attend to the external duties of religion.
‘What may be called the first ¢ awakening™ on

. theislands took place in this year at Lahaina,

H

when family worship began to be instituted,
and when scarcely an hour of the day passed
in which the missionary hed mot calls from
persons anxious to know what they must do to
be ssved. There was a similar experience at
Kailua on Hawaii ; and at Hilo, on the other
side of the igland, at least two thousand habit-
ually attended public worship.

Meanwhile there were not awanting wicked
men to oppose the progress of the Gospel,
seeing that it interfered with their unlawful
geins and sinful pleasures. The outrages com-
mitted by English and American sailors, and
tnder the protection of their national flags,
were too flagrant to admit of description. But
even these were providentially overruled for
80d, for we read that soon after this the
‘Queen-regent, Kashumanu, made o tour of the
island of Oahu in person, sccompanied by Mr.
Bingham and a company numbering between

two and three hundred, to counteract the per-
nicious influences exerted by the visit of U. 8.
war vessel the Dolplin. Subsequently to this the
regent made repeated tours on other islands,
addressing the peopl. in the different villages,
prohibiting immoral acts, epjoining a due
obgervance of the Sabbath, encouraging them
to learn to read, and exhorting them to love
and obey the Saviour of sinners. The people
attended these meetings in crowds, The old
queen was in real carnest, and the influence ef
her own reformed character carried greater
weight even than her absolute suthority.

A great meeting was held at Kailua in Octo-
ber 1826. The regent was there, with many
of the chiefs and most of the missionarics, when
it wes determined to erect o new church, the
first having become too smell. Thousands of
people were employed in the construction of a
building 180 feet by 78 feet : it contained an
sudience of about four thousand. The day of
dedication was one of rejoicing such as had not
been witnessed on that island. On the next
day the regent, chiefs, and miscionarics again
addressed vast crowds, re-affirming their pur.
pose to refrain from interference with the poli
tical affairs of the nation ; while as missionaries
they would declare the whole counsel of God,
whatever might be its bearing on the former
customs and existing unsages of the government
and people. At another station = still larger
convocation assembled, where Mr. Bishop
preached twice to a congregation of mere than
ten thousand people—the largest audience that
cver assembled on those islands for christian
worship. In 1828 a second re-inforcement of
migsionaries arrived consisting of five ministers,
one printer and four unmarried female mis.
sionaries, In this year religious instruction
seemed to take a stronger hold on the peopls
than ever before. The attendance ot Lahaina,
on the stated prayer-meeting was seldom less
than & thousand. At a seore of places on Maiu,
similar meetings were conducted by native
teachers. The spacious church at Kailua was
filed te overflowing on Sabbath mornings,
Among the converts were the wife of the
QGovernor and other persons of distinction and
influence whose spiritual experiences were simi~
lar to those of membars of congregations in
Christian lands : the same frank confession of
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sinfulness ; and the same repentance and faith.
The savage had become the humble follower of
the Lamb: the dishonest, brutalized son of
earth had become the peaceful citizen, the pro-
moter of order, sobriety and christian morality.
A Temperance Society was formed at Honolulu
in 1831 having a thousand members pledged to
abstain from the use, sale, and manufacture of
ardent spirits, and from ¢ treating” their
acquaintances or strangers with the same.
Among the many instances of special interest
referred to by Dr. Anderson, none is more re-
markable than the record of the life and death
of the good regent. She was nearly fifty years
in heathenism before she learned the more
excellent way. Her after life testified that she
was indeed ‘& new creature.,” She became a
nursing mother to the infant charch. Herlast
words were two lines of a favourite Hawaiian
hymn,—
* Lo here am I, O Jesus,
Grant me thy gracious emile.”

Few have ever done so much in the short space
of eight years to advance the cause of the Re-
deemer as Kaahumana.

Notwithstanding many discouragements and
drawbacks incidental to the sudden transition
thathad teken place in the habitsof the communi-
ty, the good work was attended by steady pro-
gress. As often as any of the missionaries were
obliged, on account of their health, or for other
reasons, to relinquish the work, others were
sent out to take their places. DBut in 1833,
the attention of the Board became directed to
the question, “how to bring the evangelical
agency to bear, in the shortest possible time,
upon the entire people of the Sandwich Islands,
and thus, should the divine blessing attend the
effort, afford an imypressive illustration of the
renovating influence of Christian Misciens,.”
The total population of the Islands at that
time was supposed to be about 130,000, of
whom but little more than one Lalf werere-
garded as under missionary influences. TFresh
detachments of missionaries were sent out year
after year. Butin 1836, the largest reinforce-
ment embarked that was probally ever sent
out by any Mission Board at one time. It
numbered in all thirty-two persons. The
arrival of so great a company of Christian
Isbourers, just in time to take their positions

and acquire the language, before the wonderful
outpouring of the Holy Spirit, soon to be ex.
perienced, was another .of the singular provi.
dential interpositions of which there were so
many.

Tne GREAT AWAKENING in 1836-1838 was
an another important era and interesting
feature in the history of the Mission. The
presence of the Holy Spirit became mor
marked in the congregations and prayer-meet.
ings. The standard of piety among the people
was raised. Many chilaren and young persons
were ameng the hopefully converted, and s
wide spread desire was manifested °to enter
upon missionary work. The congregations of
warshippers at that time were immense. “That
at Ewa was about 4000 jn number. Honolula
had two congregations, one of 2500 and the
other between 3000 and 4000 : at Wailahe
1800 : at Lahaina 2000 ; and at Hilo as many
a8 5000 assembled for worship. During three
years, more than 8000 were added to the church
from the districts of Hilo and Puna, then con.
taining a population of fourteen thousand. Mr.
Coan admitted 5000 in one year, and as many
as 1700 in one day!”

In the meantime corresponding advances
were made in secular education, as well as in
regard to the civil government. In additiun
to Sabbath-schools at sll the stations, and con-
mon schools all over the Islands, Normal and
High-schools were instituted. A regular con.
stitution was adopted by the Government ; and
in 1844, the Hawaiian Islands were formally
recognized as an independent nation by the
United States, Great Britain, France, and Bel-
gium. Tollowing the second great revival, in
1860-1861, came the novel proposal on the part
of the Board lo lring the Mission lo e clost.
With this end in view, Dr. Anderson, the
Sceretary of the An erican Mission Board, was
sent as a commissioner to the Islands in 1863,
and after spending three months in the most
gratifying personal intercourse “with the mis
sionarics at their several houses, a general
meeling was convened and a series of resolt-
tions were adoptcd with great unanimity. This
resulted in the formation of an independent,
self-sustaining, native church under the name
of %The Hawaiian Evangelical Association,”
which is neither avowedly Presbyterian nor
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Coagregational in its form of Government and
discipline, while it includes the main features
of both. While a fow of the old missionaries
gtill remain, from choice, in the field of their
early labours and conquests, the pastorate of
the Hawaiian Church may now be said to be in
the hands of a native ministry, and the work-
ing of the new system has proved to be all that
could reasonably be expected or desired. The
Sandwich Islanders have now their own Home
and Foreign Mission Boards, their Bible So-
ciety, and Temperance Associations, all of
which are supported with a liberality worthy
the imitation of older churches.

It was deemed fitting, at the close of the
half century from the landing of the mission,
that there should be a formal recognition of
God’s signal blessing on the enterprize. A
Jubilee celebration was accordingly planned by
the Hawaiian Board for the month of June,
1870. On Sabbath the 12th of that month the
native congregations in Honolulu, united in
the great stone church to hear the Rev. Mr.
Kuaen, the distinguished native pastor, preach
the Jubilee sermon in the Hawaiian language
On Wednesday, the Jubilee Day, the people
attended in vast numbers. Three thousand
crowded the edifice, while as many more waited
outside. Eight hundred Sabbath-school children
occupied the spacious galleries. On the enter-
ing of the king, with Emma the queen Dowa-
ger, and his cabimet, the choir sang ¢ God save
the King” in the Hawailan language. Dr.
Clark on behalf of the American Board, then
addressed the audience through an interpreter.
Referring to the changes wrought in these
Islands during the last fifty years, he said,—
“Who shall measure them ¢ Where else have
changes so great and beneficent been witnessed
in 50 short a period? A keathen nation has
become Chrigtian : the Bible, a Cluistian litera-
ture, schools and churches, are open and free
toall; law and order have taken the place of
individual caprice ; an independent Govern-
ment shares in the respect and courtesies of the
civilized word ; a poor wretched barter with a
few passing ships has been changed for a com-
merce that is reckoned by millions of dollars:

but more than all, and better than sll, the|&r

seeds of Chiristian culture, ripened on this soil,
have been borne by the winds and found lodg-

ment in lands thousands of miles away—in the
Marquesas and in Micronesin.” The Hawaiian
people no Jonger worship in thaiched meeting-
houses. With few exceptions their churches
are cither framed ov stone buildings, neatly
finished with seats or pews, galleries, steeples
and bells, A number of them are furnished with
melodions. There are not less than one hun.
dred and fifty church edifices, and the work of
building and modifying, to suit the ever im-
proving taste of the people, is still in progress,

The number of ordained foreign Missionaries
cmployed on the Sandwich Islands from the
beginuing is forty-two; of lay teachers and
helpers, twenty-one; of female missionaries,
chicfly married, eighty-three ; making a total of
one hundred and fifty-six. Ten of the or-
dained missionaries died in the field ; fourteen
returned to their native land. The average
duration of service of the sixteen who remain.
ed upon the Islands in 1870 is thirty-seven
years, which speaks well for the climate.
Most of them are now beyond the age for
getive service, but the residence of these
fathers among the Churches they have planted
is o great advantage to the community and
among the best sate-guards of the national
welfare, ’

Tnr ENTIRE cost of the mission was$1,220,
000. Never ‘was a like sum of money more
profitably invested. The total number of
members admitted into commuunion, up to 1870,
was 55,300. This is an expenditure of $22 for
each convert. Were a similar estimate applied
to some congregations in DBritain, and the
United States, and our own highly favoured
Dominion, we do not hesitate to say that the
cost of each genuine convert would be more
than tenfold the amount expended in these
Islands of the Sea. Zifty-five thousand thrce
hundred 7 And the salvation of one soul is
declared by the Divine Saviour to be worth
more than the world !

Viewed in the light of an experiment, this
mission hascertainly been successtul. In many
of its features, indeed, it stands alone. It has
no parallel. It differs from the mission to
Madagasear in many important particulars,
For one thing, it was not mquimd'to jass
through the fires of persecution. We read of
no martyrs to the faith by violent deaths in the
Hawaiian Islands, Here the chiefs aud rulers
were among the earliest converts and reformers,
In Madagascar, the work began among the
common people, and was chiefly extended by
the natives. From both we learn the vital
importance of directing the earliest and most
strenuous efforts of missionary societies to the
treining of native ministers, end =also, that
native churches themselves necd missionary
ound to be left for them to operate upon.
Kor them, as for us, to maintain life they must
become self-sacrificing, aggressive, missionary
churches. c
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The Subbuth Schosl.

INTERNATIONAL LESSONS.

THE SAVIOUR'S CALL. ‘
May 11th.] [Isaiah 55: 1-11.

GoLpKs TEXT :—If any man thirst, let Aim come
wunto me and drink.,—John 7:37.

Hoxg Rramnog :—M. Proyv. 9:1-12. T. Isa 23:
1-12. W. Luke 14:16-24. ‘Th. Matt, 22:1.14. F.
Isa. 65:1-18. S. John 6: 47-89. S. John 7:32-43,

This isgnotber'of the exquisite portions of Soripture
that should be engraven_on the momory. The 53rd
obapter foretells the sufferings of Christ. this refers
tothe glory that should follow. Here is the Saviour’s
{ree and graoious invitation to all to comeand accept
His great salvation, with reasons for its acceptance:
a prediotion that it will be accepted by the Gentile
nations, and an exhortation to repentance and re-
formation. More than an invitation, it pleads with
sinners to accopt ** the gift of God.”’

Verse 1. flo ! hold st,og, attend—as .thouih the
prophet saw the woplti rushing in pursuit of happi-
nees in the wrong direction. Ho/ every one—God is
10 resgecter of persous; in every nation he flLat
feareth Him is acoepted, Actsll:3435, All who
sinoerely desire to he saved—who thirst after salva-
tion as did David, Pa. 42: 1. 2—are invited to Comp.
Christ Himeelf expressly invites all_such. Matt 11:
28, The Holy Spirit invites such, Rev, 22 17. 7o
the waters—plural, denoting abundant supply. He
that hath no_money—the gospel is for tho poor as
well as the rich, Lfonei canuot buy the gift of God,
Aocts 10:20 It is to be bought reithout money—liter-

to be obtained without price. Christ has paid

for our salvation by His death. Nothing for the sin-
ner to do but to tslieve, repent, and accept. V.2
Wherefore spend for that which s not b-ead. There
is the brend of degeit, Prov. 20: 1%, and “the
e Bread,” John 6. 32. 35. 48, Satisfieth not—Ecce.

4: 8—nothing short of eternal life can satisfly the
oravings of the soul. Eat ye which is good—experi-
mentsily emgf spiritual nourishment. John 6: 53,
Fatness—embiem of rich blessings, Ps. 36.8. V. 3.
Your soul shall live—Christ sass. I am the life.”
John 14: 6. Sure merci-aof David. <.c., such morcies
as God promiged to David, Ps. 89: 28,29, Va. 4.5,
Have given him—t.e., Mesgsiah—for a oitness, John
18:87: for 2 _leader—a king; for a commander—a
Iaw-giver. Ienoe Christ is called the King and
Head of His Church. Behold thou—DMessiah hitherto
spoken of, i8 now spoken to. The promise made Him
in Ps. 2:8isrepeated. Becauseof the Lord—because
the Lord is truv to His promires. For ke hath glorsi-
fied thee—when Greeks (Gentiles) began to enquire
after Christ, He said, “ The hour is come, that the
Son of Man should be glorified.”” John 12:20.
V.6, 7. Seek ye the Lord twchsle—many aot as if it
made no difference when thoy geek Him. A great
mistake. The promire is to thoee who seek him
now, 2 Cor. 6, 2. Probation hag its fimit. It onds
at death, and sometimes before that—when the
character becomes fixed and the heart hardened.
v.1:24. Rom.2:5. V.7. Here is a gracious
call to the unconverted—to the wicked, living in
known gins, to_the unrighteous, in the neglect of
plain duties. Forsnke kis way and return—indica-
ting repentanceand faith  No one can come toChrist
without first forsaking his evil waye, e il abun-
daxtiy pardon—Tlit. multiply to pardon, 2 Pet. 1: 11.
Vs, 8,9,10, God's meroy 18 put in contrast with
man’s unforgiving spirit.  Ads the rain, &ec.,—s0 the
outpouring of the Spirit makes barren hearts yield
the fruits_of righteousness. V. 11. So ekall my
Word be—It shall produce theintended efiect—either
it shall prove a saveur of life, or of death, to_those
who hear it The full accomplishment of this and
va, 12, 18, will be in the final restoration of the Jews
and conversion of the world. Sabbath-school teachers
ghould take special enoouragement from this promise,

.

THE SAVIOUR'S KINGDOM.
May 18th.} B. C.710. {Mioshiv:1.8
. Go:fb:‘xz Tlfr :';-Uosc(an;ih MI:“ go up l‘o "l’hcam&en-
am il gyt the Rotae of the God of

Hoxrx Reapings :—M. Mioah 4:1-8, T. Tea, 2:
1-22. W.1Isa, 9:1-7. Th, Ps. 24:1-10. F. Ps. 72;
120, 8. Isa.11:1-16, 8. Isa. 32:1-20,

Micam, one of the12 minor_prophets, a native of
Moresheth in the 8, W. of Judea, near Gath, lived
during the reigns of Jotham, Ahaz and Hezokiah,
(ch. 1.). He was one of a remarkable group of pro-
phets of whom Isniah was the central figure. Amos,
Hosea, and Nahum were his contemporaries. An
eventful Jumod this in the history of the Jews and of
the world, embracing tho captivity of the ten tribes,
in 721, and tbe founding of Rome, 1a 763. The history
of this time i3 found in 2 Kings, che. 15-2, and 3
Chron. 27-82, Jeremish, in ch. 26: 18, quotes one of
his prophecies almnost verbatim. A remarkable
prediction of Mionh’s respecting the birth of Christ
18 quoted in the Now Testument, Matt. 2:5-6. The
prediotions of Micah refer chiefly to the impending
downfuli of the kingdom of Iernel.

VERSES 1-8 are nearly identical with Isa.2: 24,
In the last daya—the days of Messieh. The Chris-

tian disy tion whether to be of long or short durs-
tion ig certainly to be the last. “* Inthese last days,”
Hob. 1: 8. The mountain of the house of the Lord—

the Church of the living God shall be establiahed—
permanently fixed,  In the top of the mountaine—it
shall oocui)y a position of moral dignity cons’»iouous
boyond all other religious systoms, People shall
Rotw into st. In Isaiah it is—all nations shall flow—
a moro universal exprossion. The idea is that of
spontaneous attraction . when preaching, teaching,
and beseeching will not be necessary, Jer. 31 :34,
Heb, 8: 11 T will dratwo all mon unto mo, Johs
12: 82, V. 2. Many nations shall come=Is nct this
receiving distinct fulfilment in our own times, in
India, Japan, China, and the Islands of the Sea!
and say come. First, come_to Christ, then say,
* come ' to others. Is not this the essence of a true
missionary spirit ?—''Come with us and we will do
thee “good.”’ Num. 10, 29, He will teach us of hu
ways—not all His ways, but so much as is necessary
for us to know. Zion and Jerusalem—the centre of
religious influences—emblematical of Christ’s Church.
—Vs 3-4. Heskall judg> among many people—In
Isaiah, nations. *‘ The Father hath committed all
jadgement to the Son.”” John§:22. Swords tnto
ploughshares— The Syrian sword, ehort and thick
could more easily be converted into a**plough point"
than the modern weapon). The tendency of the
Gospel is to make men and nations peaceable. War
is a terrible senurge and drain on national resources.
It costs 500 millions of dullars to maintain the armies
of Buropoon a peace footing! When arbitration

23. | displaces the sword, ** then military science will be

alost art.” V.4 anticipates the prevalence of the
Golden Rule, Luke 6:81. None shall make them

afra:‘d—{)ersecqtion shall cease, and religious tolers-
tion shall prevail. For—we have God's word for it.
V. 5. For all neople will walk—this is put in the
mouth of the Jews in_their dispersion. Although
the heathen. among whom they lived, worshippe
falee gods, their resolution was taken to worship

f | Jehovah—in point of fact their captivity cured them

ever afterwards of idolatry. Profession of religin
demands decision_for Christ, at once, and forever.
Josh. 24. 15, Vs. 6-7 refer to the Jewsin exile. Jer
that halteth—the suffering captives, wearied like
foot-sors sheep with a long journey.—A remnant—
the faithful fow shall not perish. A strong nation—-
In them is the gorm of Messinh’s kingdom, Lukel,
33 V.8, O Tower! The watch-tower from whi
the Shepherd observes and guards his flock. The
firat dominion—the dominion a8 at first m der David
—unbroken. To_the doughter of Jerusalem—Di
not the pogulace hail Him a5 the King of Iarael?
John 12: 12-18  Wasnot the Gospel first preached
in Je em ¢ Luke 24: 47,
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THB HOLY SPIRIT PROMISED.
May:25th ] [Joel 2: 28-32,

CoLDRN TrXT :—DBut ye shall receive power,after
6hat the floly GQhout < come upon you,~Acta1: 8.

——

Hoxx Reanings :—M, Joel 1: 1-2, T, Joel 2:1-17.
W.Joel 2:18-27. Th. Joel 2: 28-32. X, Aotsl:1-14.

8 Aots 2: 1-21. 8, Joel 3: 1-21.

JoxL, the son of Pothuel, a native of Judah, was
oneof tho oarlicst of the Judean prophots—contempo-
rary with Hosea in Samaria,and the immnediate prede-
cereor of Isuinh—%ohnbly wrote in the eurlier years
of Uzzinh, about or 810, B.C. His style and lan-
gasge are accounted r_eexpmentlly pure and rhyth-
wetical—equal in sublimity to Isaiah's. The first
ohapter and part of the second are ocoupied with an
aocoount of a remarkebls invesion of locusts which is
desoribed in the most graphic torms. Whether it is
8 poetic oreation, emblvmatio of an invading army,
or has referenco_to an impending plague of grass-
hoppers, it would be portectly understood by the
people to whom it was addressed. They kuew too
welrtho devasting power of the locust. In Cyprus
onlya couplo of years ago: the government destroy:
62 tons of looust’s eggs—~representing 50,000 millsoae
of the insect, part of the crop of a single year. In
view of the threatened judgements~drought and
loousts, or the invasion of foreign armies, or both, a8
the case may have been, the poople are exborted in
v8. 13-17, to turn to God with fasting, panitence,
sud prayer. What shall come to pass afterwards,
forms the subject of the legson,

V.28, Afterivards—an indofinite time; but Petor
quoting this passage, Aots 2:17, connects it with

the last days,” s.e., with the M'eengmw dispensa-
tion: referred to speoially by Paul in Heb. 1:1-2,
Twill pour out my apirit—It is important to em-
phasize the personality of tho Holy Spirit whose ad-
vent i8 distinotly foretold here. Some of Paul's dis-
ciples had ** not 80 much a3 heard whether there be
any floly Ghost >’ Acts 19 : 2. Many do not realize His
existence now. That the Holy Spirit is the third
person_in the Godbead gee 1 John5: 7, and equal
witk God, Acts5:3-4, For the office and work of
the Holy Spirit, see Sh. Catechism, question 29, 3u,31.
Pour out—an abundant moasure compared with the
droppings in Old Testament time, and literal s ful-
fitled at Pentecost, Acts2:4 and 4 :8, when *‘the
wers all titled.” with the Yoly Ghost. Upon all
fiah—on Gentiles as well as Jews, Acts 10: 45,47 and
and 11:15. Your sons and duughters without
distinstion of age or sex: shall proshesy - speak
under the enlightonment of the Holy Spirit, Wo-
mon are not debarred from rpeaking for Christ —four
mone family prophesied in Apostolic times, Aots21:
9. V. Also upon the servantr—In (('brist thore
isneither bond nor free, Gal. 3:28. Col 3:11. V.

. Iwill show wonders —accomplizhed in part at
the death of Christ, Matt. 27: 45, 51 63, Suob signs
thall probably occur in more appalling degree bofore
the finnl destruction of the world though here it
may rofer more immediately to the overthrow of
Jerusalem, as a typo and figurs of the general judge-
ment. As well as to the political changes which
thould precede erther of these events. V.32, Who-
wever ahall call-Evory one may claim part in_this

romiso, Isa. #5:1, Acta2: 30 Rev.22:17. Sha

e delivered ~saved, Acts 2: 21, Rom. 10:13. God
brought all mankind into a state of salv:tion by a

Redeomer. All who sincerely believe in Him shall

saved, In Zion and Jerusalen  representing the
& and centre of God’s kingdvm of grace. In the
Gospel first proclnimed from Zion: in tbo Church
AChrist tvmfied by Mount Zion. ** the Jerusalem
which is from above,” thero is deliverance, a way of
eseapo from tho wrath to como.  And in the remnant

—primarily, for the chosen peoplo who left Babylon,

retorned to Jerusalem, and re-established the wor-
ship of tind., there ahall bo deliverance: but also for
allthe faithful in after ages whom ho shall chooso to
mself, “according to the election of grace,” Rom.
:14-6; not for man’s merit or offorts, Ephes. 2: 8,9,

PROPHECY AGAINST TYRE.
June 1} B. . 589. [Bzokiel xxvi:7-14

@oLDEN TExT :— Heaven and earth shall pass aroay
dut my words shall not pase away.—Matt, 24 : 35,

Tlomg ReaniNos :—M. Isa. 23: 1-18.
1.2, W. Erek. 27:1-36,
Ezok. 29: 17-21.

T. Ezek. 26:
Th. Erok. 28:1-%6. ¥,
S. Pa. 76:1-12. 8. Matt. 11:20-30.

BzrkikL, the son of a Jewish priest named Buri,
{ch.1:3) was onrried to Babylon, B.C. 599, along
with Jehoiakin, 2 Kings 24 : 10-15, eleven years ke~
foro the distruction of Jerusalem. An earnest and
devoted servant of the Lord, he fearlossly exposed
the ovils of the times warned his countrymen agaiast
falso prophots and taught then: that before they could
return to Jerusalem they must first return to God.
Ho livel near the river Chebar, ch. 1:1: in his own
house, ch. 8:1; was married, oh. 24:18; and was
held in high consideration by " the Elders,’” ch. 8:1.

TYRE, a very old, weaithy, and populous city on
the sea coast of Phanioin, 24 miles from Sidon, 30
miles due north from Nazaroth : neted for its com-
meros and munufuctures the world over—a little om-
pire in iteelf without any landed territory. A doubls
city—the old town buiit on the mainland, the new,on
a small rocky island halfa mile distant.
cial relations had long existed betwixt Tyre and
Jorusalem. King #iram proved himeelf a good
friced to David and Solomon. A large trado {zmw up.
‘The Jews and Tyrians had nover any quarrel that we
read of. And now that the fall of Jeruszlem was
imminent, instead ot expressing sympathy, 28 might
have been expected. tho T'yreans displayed a mean,
mercenary spirit, oxuited over the oalamities of the
Jews, boasting that thoy should now seours all the
customers who had hithertotruded atJerugalem av.d,
in faot, become the resort and sanotuary of people
from all lands. **Becnuse Tyrus huth said,Aha | sheis
broken that was tno gates of the people..I shall be
replonished 1 {v. 2), therefore this propheoy against
her. .And history tells how it was accomplished.
The old town was destroyed by Nebuchrduezzar after
o geige of 138 years. ‘The new town, protected by
triple walls 15 feet high, a8 well as by its insular
position, survived tho ruin of the other until 832 B.C.,
when 1t_was taken amid flimes and slaughter by
Alexander the Great. Eventually it came under
Moaslem rule and rapidly went to decoy. Of theold
town, not 4 vestige now remains. Insular Tyre is
dosenibed by wodern travellers a8 8 mean fishing
village. Its lofty walls and towers bave all dieap-
peared, Fora century it hag been a quarry out of
which have been built Beyrout and Acre. Columns
of porpbyry.marble, and granite lie in confused hoaps
round the shores of the sea. Thesites of her temg}es
and palaces are eithor covered with heaps of rubbish
orare bare ** hke the tops of a rock.” XFishermen
s’»rend their nets to dry on the ruinsof her ramparts.
Her harbours, onco alive with gallant ships, are filled
with dnft-sand. Her commerce and wealth are gene.
** What oity i8 like Tyrus. like the destroyed in the
midst of tho rea 2’ Ezek. 27: 32, At present it_has
& squalid population of 35 0,living in miserable huts
and ruined vaults. one-hulf of whumn are nominally
Christian. The deseription of the seige of Tyre in
theso verses affords futl seopo for the teacher’s his-
torical knowledzo and powers of description.  Ample
dotails of the rise and fall of Tyro are to be found in
all Biblo Dictionarica.

‘T Ma1y Poixts in the lesson are, (1) The cause
of tiod s displeasure against Tyre. (2) The sen-
tnm;gronnunved egainet her and the agenoy cm-
ployed to giveo it effect. (3' The notual aceoniplish-
ment of the propheoy. (4) The warning which these
historic judgements eonyvey to nations and men for
all time. Tyre was a privileged oity, but our privi-
legey, far greater,imply greater responsibilities,Matt,
11;21 and 12: 4L
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of preparation for the General Assembly

which will be held this year at Ottawa,
on the 11th June, Thereis a prospect of a full
attendance of Ministers and Elders.

Qur acknowledgements this month show that
the people are responding to the calls made
upon their liberality. Still, we nced a steady
inflow of contributions from all. 1t is the lack
of some that causes others to be burdened.

No one can read the Foreign Mission news
in our Record without feeling that our Church
is engaged in a great work for the Heathen and
that God is greatly blessing her efforts.

The session of the Presbyterian College, Mon-
treal, closed the 2nd ult. Tke closing exercises
took place in Crescent Street Church in presense
of a large congregation,-—Rev. Dr. Jenkins presid-
ing. Nine students completed their course and
received diplomas. Principal McVicar stated
that the college has now 51 alumni and 65
students. 43 students go out to labour in the
mission field. The Alumni had met on the
provious day and had founded a §50 scholarship.
Scholarships, prizes and medals were given ac-
cording to metit. Rev. W. J. Day, Spencer-
ville, contributes a §50 scholarship.

Knox College, Toronto, closed on Wednes-
day, April 2nd.  The closing lecture was de.
livered by Principal Caven, who presided on
the oc-asion. The audience was unprecedented-
ly lurge. The attendance of students during
the session was large and the work done, highly
satisfactory to the friends of the College.

The session of the Halifax College closed on
Wednesday the 24th Apnl. There were 19
students in attendance, 6 of whom graduated.
All go out as Catechists in the Home Mission
field during the summer,

The Home Mission Fund of the Western
Section is seriously encumibered with debt ; but
it the spirited example of the ministers will be
followed by the elders and people that debt
will be wiped out and the balance will be on
the right side. Montreal and Toronto are set.
$ing an example which will, we trust, be fol-
Jowed throughout all the Preshyteries,

The Synod of Hamilton and London met at
London on the 8th April. An overture in
favour of a Sustentation Fund was adopted
and ordered to be sent up to the General As-
sembly. A full report en Sabbath observance

@ROM the Presbyteries generally come notes

meeting of Synod will be held at St. Catharines
in Apnil, 1880,

ORDINATIONS AND INDUCTIONS,

CANNINGTON : Lindsay =—The Rev. Joseph
Elliot, formerly of Nazareth St. Church, Mon-
treal, was inducted on 3rd April.

BeLFAsT : Prince Eduw... U Island :—Mr. A.
8. Stewart was ordained and inducted on the
25th March.

Ni1agArA ¢ Hamilton :—The Rev. William
Cleland, formerly of Guillimbury and Innisfil
was inducted on 27th March.

MxarorD : Owen Sound: The Rev. E. B,
Rodgers, formerly of Leith, wasinducted on the
5th March.

St. Marruew's Caunch ; Montreal :—Rev,
W. R. Oruikshanks, inducted 15th April,

CONGREGATIONAL REPORTS,

S. ANDREW’s CHURCH, OHauwae.—Communi.
cants, 378. Families, 272. Contributions for
all purposes during the year, $8,695. For Home
Missions,$400 ; Foreign Missions,$200 ; French
Evangelization, 8150 ; Widows' Fund, $100;
Aged and Infirm Ministers, $50.

FirsT PRESBYTERIAN CHYRCH, S¢, Catharines,
Ont.—Communicants, 244. Increase during

the year, 23. Receipts, $3,204. The sum of
8390 was nraised for Missionary and other
Schemes of the Churck.

Kxox Cnurcn : Winnipeg :—Receipts during
the year $2691. The new church building will
be open in June, costing over $18,000. Com-
municants, 212. Increase during the year 53.

Weetings of FPre: hyteries
@LENGARRY : 18th March.—The following

were appointed Commissioners to the
©5  General Assembly :—Revds. John Fraser,
D. H. McLennan, Dr. McNish, Dr. Lamont,
Ministers: Messrs. H. Mclean, D. C. Munro,
D. B. McLennan, Q.C., and John Simpson,
Elders.

Lanark AND RENFREW : The following have
been appointcd Commissioners to the Guueral
Assembly :—Drs. Main, Bain, Me-sts. Lochead,
McKillop, Buins, and R. Campbell, Ministers;
Hon. Alexander Morris, Hon. George DBrysos, !
Messrs. Bell, Hunter, Jamicson, and Wilson.
Rev. Dr. Reid was nominated as Moderator of
the General Agsembly.

SauGerN : 11th March.—The following wer

. appointed Commissioners to the General As

was read, discussed and adopted, and the com- | sembly :—Mlessrs, Wm, Park, A. C. Stewar,

mittee re-appointed. A report on Tem
was similarly disposed of. With regard to the

erance ; S. Youryg, and D. Fraser, Ministers; Messrs,

D. McMillan, Joseph Nishet, Isaac Starrott,

Hymu Book the Synod overture the General jand James Allan, Elders. A call was laid o
Assembly for further time in the preparation the table to Rev. C. Cameron of Glengarry from
of the proposed book, and that the committee Coltswold. The application of Rev. Gilbert

¥e 50 enlarged as to eontain a fuller representa- | Smith tobe recei

as a minister of this Church

#ion of the mind of the Church. The next waarwommendedtothefavoumbleconsidera_ﬁon




THE PRESBYTERIAN RECORD.

121

of the General Assembly, The report of the
Assembly’s committee on ¢ the continuous sup-
ply of mission stations” was unanimously ap-
pmved. In regard to a separate Supplement-
ing Fund (a Sustentation Fund), it was judged
insdvisable to endeavour to establish such in
the meantime, “‘as it would result in an addi-
tional annual collection, and doubts were enter-
tained whether it would produce the desired
wesult.”’ .

GoeLen : 18th March.—Mr, Macdonald of
Blors, accepted a call from Seaforth, and L‘[r.
Dickie of Jerlin a call to Central Presbyterian
Church, Detroit. The following were appointed
Commissioners to the General Assembly,—Drs.
Wardope and Mackay, Messrs. D. Smyth, D.
B. Cameron, J. C. Smith, H. II. McPhemon,
W. S. Ball, and J. Middlemiss, Alintsters;
Messrs. Thomas MecCrae, C. Davidson, A: D.
Fordyce, J. M. Muir, Robert Wood, John Kay,
A, Burnett, and A, D. Ferris, Elders. The re-
signations of Mr. Meclunis of Erin, and Mr.
McDiarmid of West Puslinch were aceepted. Mr.
Bentley tendered the resignation of the charge.
of Union Church, Galt. Some time was spent
in examining the new Hymn Book, which was
ultimately referred to a committee. Dr. Coch-
rane was unanimously nominated for the Mo-
deratorship of the next General Assembly.

HamirtoN: 18th March.—Mr, Fenton was
appointed Moderator. Eighteen Session Re-
crds were submitted for examination. The
following Commissioners to the General Assem-
bly were appointed :—Revds. John Laing, J.
Black, W. Craigie, J. G. Murray, G. Burson,
§. C. Fraser, S. Lyle, D. H. Fletcher, Dr.
James, R. J. Laidlaw, Ministers; and Messrs.
W, Bunton, Dr. James, R.J. Laidlaw, Ministers;
and Messrs. W, Bunton, Dr. McDonald, W.
YeCalla, A, Wilson, H. Young, J. Renton, J.
Hutchison, J. Wallace, Mr. Applegath, N.
Uendeson, Elders, Twenty in all. The re-
mit of the Assembly anent & Supplemental
Fund was disapproved by the casting vote of
the Moderator. ~ Arising out of a conference on
Sabbath Schools, it was agreed to memorialize
the General Assembly to appoint a stanling
cwmmittee to examine books and periodicals
prepared by publishers for the use of Schools
ad to issue from time to time a list of such
i books as may be decmed suitable, and thus aid
Superintendents and teachers in the selection
of proper literature for the use of scholars,

StraTrFORD : 18th March.—Circulars letters,
were read intimating the intention of four
ministers of other Churches to apply to the
Genetal Assembly for reception,—Mer. MeLin-
tock, of the Presbyterian Church in England,
¥ J. Elliot of the Episcopal Methodist Church,
and Messrs, L. M. Reikie, and J. A. R. Dickson,
Congregationalists. A call was presented from
Point Edward in favour of Rev. John Cameron
of North Easthope. The following were ap-

pointed Commissioners to the General Assembly,
—Mesers, Croly, McLeod, Waits, Boyd, and
Mitchell, Ministers; Ressrs, Thomas McPher.
son, M. Bellantyne, A. Mundall, William
Dunn, jr., and Johu Rennie, Elders. Rev, Dr,
Cochrane was nominated Moderator of the next
General Assembly. A commniittee was appointed
to prepare a deliverance on the Hymn Book for
next meeting.

OwxN SoUND : Presbytery met on the 18th
March,—Lake Shore Chwioh of Sydenham was
separated from Kuox Church, Sydenbam, and
Jjoined with Johnston Station. The following
members were appointed representatives to the
Assembly, Messrs, MacLennan, Mordy and
Somerville, Ministers, and Messrs. Christie,
MacKnight and Mitchell, Eldors. Mr. Steven.
son gave notice that he would move at next
meeting to have the Moderator appointed for
six months. Presbytery agreed to meet six
times a year, instead of four as at present, for
ordinary busiuess, viz: on the third Tuesdsy of
January, March, July, September, and Novem.
ber, and on the first Tuesday of May. Mr.
Currie was appointed to receive the reports on
the State of Religion ; Mr. Mordy the Subbath.
school reports, and Mr. Somerville the state
and financial returns and tabulate the same,
The Hymn book was alsc considered—and the
Home Mission Report of the Presbytery—Mr,
McDiﬁrmid got leave of absence for thres
mouths.

Banriv : This Presbytery met at Barrie, on
24th and 25th Murch. Dr. Fraser’s resigna-
tion of the charge of First Gwillimbury was
considered. The resignation was left over till
means be taken for securing return of allow-
ance from the congregation and from the Aged
and Infirms’ Ministers Fund. Application will
be made to the assembly for leave to retain
Dr. Fraser's name on the roll with full status
in event of the demission being effected.

Commissioners to the General Assembly wers
clected as follows : Dr. Fraser, Messrs. R. Rode
gers, J. Gray, J. Leipek, A. Findlay, R. Scott,
Mindsters ; and Messrs, T. Dallas, R. G. Mec-
Craw, J. Wedge, J. Brown, Jr., R. McKee and
Jos. Teltord, Elders. Dr. Cochrane was nomin-
ated Moderator of next General Assembly. Mr,
Rodget's resignation of Convenership of Pres.
byterv's Home Mission Committee was accepted
and Mr. R. Moodie was appointed his succes-
SOT.

A scheme for Presbyterial Visitation of cone
gregations v.us adopted, and the Presbytery
agreed to hold a Visitation at Central Church,
Innisfil, on Tuesday, 15th April, at one p.m,
Au overture contemyplating the decrease of ex-
penditure of the General Assembly was agreed
on.

PETERBORO : This Presbytery met on the 25th
March—present 16 Ministers and § Flders.
Home Mission business received due considers
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ation. Messrs. Torrance, Bell and Bennet,
Ministers, with Sheriff Hall and John Carnegie,
Elders, were appointeG s committes on the
state of religion. 2iessrs. Bennet, Duncan and
Bell were appointed delegates to the Assembly
by rotation and Messrs. Hodnett, Sutherland
and Fotheringham, by election. The Elders
appointed were Messrs. Gavin Craig, Grafton ;
A. C. Singleton, Brighton ; James Gray, Perry-
town ; Walter Riddell, Coburg; John Fitz-
%erald, Lakefield, and J. D. Armstrong, Mill-
rook. Messrs. Bell, Duncan and Bennet
were appointed to support the overture anent
the ¢¢Status of retired Ministers.” Rev. Dr.
Gregg wes ananimously nominated as Moder-
ator of the next General Assembly. The Com-
mittee on Sabbath-School work was reappointed.
Messrs, Ballantine, Cleland and Beattie (Port
Hope,) were appointed a committee to drafta
minute on the proposed book of Hymns to re-
port at Guelph during meeting of Synod. Pres-
bytery disapproved of the division of the Home
Mission Fund, and re ‘ved to overture the
assembly on the subject of a General Sustents-
ticn Fund, as the best method of increasing
the salaries of ministers. Messrs. Sutherland,
Bell and Bennet were appointed to prepare
the overture and to support it on the floor of
the General Assembly. The next meeting of
Presbytery was appointed to be held in Mill-
brook, on the 2nd Tuesday of July, at 11
o'clock a.:n. A
ToruNTO : This Presbytery met on the 8th
and 9th of April.—The Hymn Book in part
was considered. Papers were read, and parties
heard, anent & new arrangement of West King,
Laskey and East King, and Aurora congrega-
tions with & view to foim two pastoral charges,
and relieve the Assembly’s Home Mission Com-
mittee of making two supplementary grants.
The Presbytery recorded its gratification with
this proposal, and appointed a committee to
confer with said congregations, and report as
to the best mode of securing the end proposed.
Agreeably to application, leave was given tothe
congregation of West Church, Toronto, to sell
their present cburch and site, erect a mew
church at the South West corner of Denison
Avenue and Wolsey Street, and borrow a sum
not exceeding $10,000. Xev. J. S. Eakin was
appointed to moderate in a call at Sutton, on
the 22nd, and Rev. W. Frizzell, at Queensville
on 21st current. Dr. Topp gave notice of an
overture for next meeting anent the propricty
of making the number of pastoral charges in
any presbytery, instead of the number of min-
isters on the roll, the basis of representation to
the General Assembly.
MoONTREAL : 1st April :—There was a very
large attendance of members, about thirty-three
ministers and sixteen clders being present. The

following members were elected commissioners
to the General Assembly : Ministers, by rotation,

Rev. Dr. Jenkins, D. Paterson, R. Campbell, D.
Ross, J. Irvine ; by ballot, Rev. R. H. Warden,
Dr. MacVicar, J. Scrimger, D. W. Morrison, and
P. Wright, Elders:—>Messrs, Joseph Mackay,

.D. Aikman, A, C. Hutchison, John Brodie,

Alex. Macpherson, J. Murray, J. B. Cushing,
‘W. P.Rodger, Dr. Rodger and Dr, Christie, M. P,

The report of the Presbytery’s Home Missior
Committee wag submitted by Ren. R. H. W.r-
den. The ministers of the Presbytery contri.
buted 3300 at the meeting in aid of the Home
Mission Fuand, and Messrs. Warden, Black, R.
Campbell, McCaul, Scrimger, Judge ‘Torrance,
A. Macpherson, J, Sterling and J. W Darling,
were appointed a committee to collect 25 per
cent. struck off the grants to missionaries by
the Central Committee.

The following students, graduates of Montreal
College, were cxamined, and it was agreed to
ask leave from the General Assembly to license
them :—J. Munro, B. A. ; 8. J. Taylor, B.A.;
M. H. Scott, B.A.; D. L. McCrae, C. L
Amaron, B.A.; W. Mullin, J. W. Penman, J.
Mathesen, B. A. ; and A. Internoscia.

The Rev. B. Ouriére tendered the resignation
of the charge of Canning street Church,
Montreal, the continued ill-health of his wife
rendering a change of climate absolutely ne-
cessary. The Presbytery agreed to cite the
congregation. The report of the Presbytery's
Sabbath-school Committee was considered ata
conference of teachers on Tuesday evening, an
interesting report having been submitted by
the Rev. J. S. Black. The new hymn-book
was considered at length, and certain changes
and additions recommended to the General As.
sembly.

Bruce : This Presbytery held an adjourned
meeting at Paisley, on the 1st and 2nd instant.
A call was sustained frora Pinkerton and West
Brant in favour of the Rev. John Eadie, late of
Milton. The salary is §350 per annum with
manse.

The xnext meeting of Presbytery was ap-

inted to be held in St. Paul's Churck, Wal

erton, on Tuesday, 24th day of June next, at
3 o’clock p.m.

The remit of Assembly anent the formation
of a sustentation fund was considered when it
was agreed that the Presbytery neither approse
of the fornation of a sustentation fund ors
separate supplemental fund at present.

The remit anent the collections of Iymas
sent down by the Assembly’s Committee was
considered where it was resolved :

1. That this Presbytery respectfully suggest
to the cowmittee the rejection of Nos. 5, 26
64, 70, 97, 167, and 232.

2. They suggest the following Hymns fron
the Scottish Hymnal, viz : 42, 75, 88, 89, 121, |
128, 187, 150, 192 ; from Gall’s Spiritusl Songs |
88, 159, 85, 60, 78, 91, 108, 113, 142 ; frm
Bateman 80,
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P. E. IstAND, March 12th,—The Presbytery
sustained the trials for ordipation of Mr. A.S.
Stewart, who had accepted the call to Belfast.
Arrangements were made for his ordination and
induction.

Protou, March 25th.—The Presbytery held
a visitation of Jameg® Church, New Glasgow,
Rev. E. A. McCurdy, Pastor, and expressed
gratification with the prosperous condition of
the congregation. They commended the fidelity
and efficiency of the Pastor and elders, and
liberality of the people.

MirayichY, April 1.—Applications for sup-
lementy were agreed to as follows,—New Car-
isle, Quebe-, $200 ; Tabusintac $200 ; Redbank

$100 ; Bass River, 3100 Black River $140, to
be reduced $40 when the maunse is completed.
The hymn-book was considered and additions,
¢hanges and rejections were recommended. A
eall to Mr. John Boyd, from New Richmond,
was custained. Mr. B. is not yet licensed;
but his theological course was completed several
years ago. He is expected to apply for license
shortly. The Presbytery will report its pro-
eeedings in the c2se to the Synod. Rev. Dr.
Cochrane was nominated for Moderator of the
Geperal Assembly, and Rev. D. Macrae for
Moderator of Synod. The following Commis-
sioners were appointed to the General Assem-
bly : Rev. Messrs. McBain, Herdman, Houston,
and Johnstone, and elders J. B. McKkenzie, Dr.
Benson, J. R. Nicolson and D. Davidson, with
R. Busteed and J. Hardie, alternates.

Tauro : April 8th—Rev. Dr. McCulloch was
nominated Mederator of Synod ; and Rev. Dr.
Reid, Moderator of General Assembly. Mr.
Logan reported that his congregation at Acadia
Mines had come into sole possession of the
Union Church there, by purchase of rights held
by others. The Presbytery approved, and re-
commended a loan from the Hunter Church
Building Fund, Acadis, Coldstream, and
Parrsboronugh congregations were recommended
for Supplement. The Presbytery approved of
the Report of the Assembly’s Cominittec on a
Sustentation Fund. Dr. McCulloch protested
against  the DPresbytary entertaining  the
Assembly’s Remit of Hyma Books inasmuch
a5 it sets aside the object of the Rarrier Act.—
The Presbytery approved of the Hymns as a
whole, but recommenaed the omission of
ccrtain hymns which were considered objection-
able in their sentiment, 2nd also an increase in
the number of Hymmns for children. The fol-
lowing Commissioners to the Assembly were
:}\pointed :—Rev. Messts Cameron, Grant, Sin-

air and Legan, and Flders, J. K. Blair,
Patrick, Longhead, and S. Black.

LuXENBURG AXD YarmouTH, April Sth.—
Rev. T. H. Murray withdrew his demission of
the Riversdale congregation, in deference to
the views of the Presbytery and the com

$icn. Rev. D. McGregor declined the call from

Clyde and Barrington. A report on the Hymn
Book was adopted and ordered to be forwarded.
Kev. E. D. Miller and D. McGregor, ministers,
and Messms. Gow and Eisenhsur were appointed
Commigsioners to the General Assembly. In
the report on the State of Religion it was found
that family worship is sadly neglected, where
one of the parents is a member there is family
worship observed by one in thres ; among ad-
herents the proportion is but one in thirty. The
stipend paid averages $7.25 per family through-
out the Presbytery.

Havrrax: April 8th.—Rev. A. B. Dickie
accepted the call to Milford and Gay’s River.
Dr. Burns reported that the congregations of
Cornwallis, West and North, were willing to
unite.

MANITOBA ITEMS.

Dr. Reid, Toronto, and Jas. Croil, Montreal,
are again representatives from Manitoba to the
General Assemnbly. Dr. Reid is also nominated
as Moderator. Immigrants are pounring into
the North-west. Several thousands have already
arrived this season. Three or four more mis-
sloneries are urgently required. The congre-
gation of Springficld and Sunnyside have called
Rev. Alexander Matheson to be their pastor.
The Rev. S. Polson has been stationed tempor-
arily in the Pointe des Chenes group of stations,
There is ground for believing that the Marquis
of Lorne intends to continue the medals given
by the Earl of Dufferin to Manitoba College.
The Ladies’ Aid Society of Knox Church, Win-
nipeg, divided the gatherings for the year as
follows : Home Missions, $200; Foreign Mis-
sions, $50; French Evangelization, $30; Wi
dows and Orphans’ Fund, $15; Rosean Indian
School, $2222. Knox Church sdded during
the year §8 communicants, lost 35, has on the
roll now 235. Total cask contributions by the
congregation for the year, including a little
above $7000 towards new building, are
§10,080.46.

Eeclestasticn]l Hetos,

R‘EV. Dz. Rosy, formerly of Cook’s Church,
)y Toronto, was insfalled as paster of the

Presbyterian  Church, Galway, Ireland,
on 4th March. Hisnumerous friends in Capada
wish him much happiness and great nsefalness
in his new sphere of labour,

Tho Rev. Dr. James Ingram, minister of the
Free Church at Unst, Shetland, dicd within a
month of the completion of the one hundred and
third year of his age, having been born in
Aberdeen on 3rd April, 1776.  He was licensed
to preach the Gospel in 1800, and crdained a

ga- | minister of the Church of Scotland in 1808.

At the Disruption he became a minister of the
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Free Church. He was a man of robust consti-
tution, and preached pretty regularly to his
congragation until he was close on a hundred
years of age.

The answer of the Committee of the Free
Church of Scotland to a communication from
the General Assembly of the Established Church
on Union and Co-operation, recently published,
is couched in courteous and conciliatory terms.
‘Whatever may come of it, the correspondence
is highly honourable to the parties concerned.
Both concede that great evils have arisen from
the divisions of Scottish Presbyterianism, and
express their desire for the xemoval of the ob-
stacles which prevent a union. And while both
profess their steadfast adherence to the West-
minster Confession and to the Presbyterian form
of Government and worship, and 2lso adm:i
that there should be a national recognition of
the Christian religion, they both confess to
-grave difficulties in yielding any of those points
to which particular importance has been at-
tached since 1843. The maintenance of the
Established Church, as such, is stated to be a
fandamental principle with the one. QOn the
other hand it is frankly acknowledged ¢“that a
re-union of the Churches in connection with
State endowments cannot be accomplished in a
satisfactory menner. The committee refer the
<laim of Right and the Protest of 1843 ag em-
%odying the principles on which alone the di.
vided sactions of Presbyterianism can ever be
re-united, and on these principles they hope in
due time for actual re-union. Itis diflicult,
indeed, to discover in the circumstences any
substantial ground for hope of a speedy recon-
cilistion. But no small importance shouid be
attached to the frank admission of the evil re-
sults of dis-union and of an honest desire that
it should cease.

Mutual concessions i3 the next step in order.
<t The Free Church recognizes, in the meantime,
the immense importance of combined Christian
effort to carry on the work of Christ, accurding
to the old Presbyterian doctrine and discipline
of the country.” Sir Alexander Gordon has in-
troduced 2 bill iuto the House of Commons in-
tended to go still further than the abulition of
Patronage in the direction of liberalizing the
Established Church. The Geuneral Assembly
i3 to have sole and final power to decide what
persons are to sit as members of the courts and
judicatories. All matters relating to the elec-
tion and settlement of ministers is to be left to
the final decision of the Assembly. Congrega-
tions end sessions joining the Established Church
can be simply added to the congregation aund
session of the bonnds. Rev. J. C. Burns has
accepted the nomination for moderator of the
Free Church Assembly. The New Deer case
goea-by appeal to the House of Lords, Tev.
Pr, Camp late of Kilwinzing, died recently
in the 70th year of his age. The noted Dr.

Talmage, of Brooklyn, has been under trial
before his Presbytery in charges of want of
truthfolness and straight forward dealing,
The debts of Archbishop Purcell of Cincinnati
amount to at least $4,000,000. A majority of
the Presbyteries of the Presbyterian Church in
the United States have declared in favour of
the plan submitted for reducing the represen-
gati{m in the.General Assembly ; hut the vote
is close.

The PWunitoba Tollege.

LETTER FROM REV. DR. PATTERSON.

gKS many of your rcaders may be interested
in my mission to Britain, on behalf of

our North West, I may give a brief
statement en the subject. Immediately on my
arrival in the old land, I put myself in com-
mupication with the committees of the three
Presbyterian Churches of Scotland, and of the
Presbyterian Church in Ireland, and afterward
had an opportunity of pleading the cause of the
North West aud Manitoba College before each
of them. 1 also addressed various other bodies,
and in this way as well as through the press,
and by private intercourse endeavoured to cir-
culate information regarding the object of my
1nission, and to excite intercst on its behalf.
Ir this I was to some extent at least successful.
All the committees expressed themselves deeply
interested in my statement, and I believe are
fully alive fo the importance of the work on
which the church is engaged in our North
West.

But as to raising a permanent fund for Ma-
nitoba College, the state of trade was such,
that it was considered hopeless to atterpt it at
present. The depression of business would not
of itself have entirely precluded an effort, but
the failure of the City of Glasgow Bank had pro-
duced a state of things, which can searcely be
imagined in this country. The loss by that
institution was enorwous, very widely spread,
aund among a class, not usually affected by com-
mercial disaster. But worse than this was the
destruction of confidence, and the panicky stato
of the publicfecling, in consequence o noyers n
knowing what was to be the issue, and al) fear-
ing something dreadful. But what rendered
an appeal for any foreign or distant object
hopeless was that so .puch sympathy was ex-
cited for the unfortunate sharcholders, that
whatever men were disposed to give, they felt
it their duty to give for their relief. In cach
of the churches, I was told by those connected
with the management of their schemes, that
they could not atiempt anything special in
their own work, and would be if they
conld keep their ordinary funds o & point sufi.
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cient to meet expenditure. In these circums-
tances, I was advised not to begin the effort
for Manitoba College, but was encouraged to
expect, that, under more favourable circums-
tances, liberal assistance would be given. All
that could be done then in the meantime was,
to seck annual grants to maintain the institu-
tion for a few years. I therefore made appli-
cation to this effect. The F. C. Committce at
once complied, granting £150 sterling for this
year, which it is expeeted will be continued
for three years. The United Presbyterian
Church are at present somewhat embarrassed
by a faliing off in their funds, but their leading
men are interested in the object, and they will
do what they can. The Established Church
have now under consideration the whole ques-
tion of grauts ta the colonies, and the commit-
tee can do nothing in the matter till the meet-
ing of the General Assembly. I submitted to
them a strong appeal on behalf of the North
West, and should the Assembly decide favour-
sbly, as is anticipated, the committee will act
liberally in th€ matter. In this state of matters
an earnest appeal iz made to the friends of
missions to the North West and of Manitoba
Cellege to contribute toward the fund for the
present maintenance of the institution which
at the time of the last General Assemnbly was
$3,600 in debt. Contributions may be for-
warded to Rev. Dr. Reid, Torontn, or Rev. D.
H. Fletcher, Hamilton, convener of the assem-
bly's committee.

Britisk Columbia

REPORT FROM REV. R. JAMIESON.

To T™dE COoNVENER oF THE HouME Mission
CoMMITTEE~WEST.

@ E have great jleasure in laying the fol-
Jowing report before our readers, and

we do not assume tco much in saying that,
though separated from us by so great a dis.
tance, and though noew for a time in another
eeclesiastical connection, Mr. Jamicson enjoys
the confidence and tte esteem and sympathy
. of all his friends in th> Presbyterian Church in
| Canada. We are delighted to have his testi-
mony as o the kindnss received at the hands
of the Presbytery of British Columbia.—Ebs.
New Westminster, B. C., 4th March, 1879.

The following is myreport from St. Andrew’s
Church, New Westmiaster, for the past year.
There bas been in some respect a little Progress
mede. My labours have been confined to the
town. Tho state of my health compelied me

to give up the monthly supply of the North
Arm Station, 15 miles down the river which ¥
have so long attended. The Rev. A. Dunn,
stationed at Langley, about 20 miles up the
river, now supplies the North Arm once in &
weeks, in addition to 4 other stationg, 3 of
which were formerly attended to by me for
many years. There has been quite an increase
of population in those districts, and the atten=
dance at Mr. Dunn’s services is very enco
ing. To overlake all the wants of our chm
in this district, however, we ought to have
apother missionary at work at onee. Tha
money question is the barrier. 1t is so far en«
couraging that the conditional §800 required
towards my salary is now made up by the tewn:
congregation alone, and paid weekly. St. An-
drew's formerly paid $600, and the North Army
§200. We have had the purely voluntary
system of support in operation for some years.
We have no pew-rents, no subscription lists
(for ordinary revenue), no envelopes nor check
of any kind :—just the sabbath collestions im
the ordinary way, appealing to all to give
< upon the first day of the week as God hath
prospered them.” Hence the practice above
stated—weekly payment of salary. Our stufod
congregaticn is small, and the general at-
tendance very irregular, yet the sabbath col.
lections amount to $860.61 ; including special
collection yesterday of $43 for the Ministers?
Widows' aud Orphans Fund. It is to the fow
regular worshippers we are indebted for the far
greater portion of the whole amount. Proceeds
of socvial meeting at re-opening of church
$112.50. Total ordinary revenue, $973.11.
Raised during the year for repairs, alterations
and additions to the church, with liberal assis-
tance from friends in the town and elsewhera
in the TProvince, §1,100. Total for all pur-
osts, $2,073.11.  While the church was un-
dergoing sepairs we worshipped for abount two
months in the Court House. The debt on the
church is still $300. Towards its payment we
have obtained a conditional promise of 250
stesling from the Colonial Committee of the
Church of Seotland. That Church pays yearly
five thousand dollars towards the support of
fice ministers in the Province, three of them
from Nova Scotw, and two from Scotland ;
besides grants of £50 sterling to the buildip
fund of cvery new church erccted.  Our ch
would have loitered far behind in this Pro-
vinee, but for the prompt and liberal action of
the old Kirk four years sgo. And yet some
have thought it strange that the ministers
sclected by and sent ont at the expense of that
church should form themselves into & Presby-
tery in connection with it! As things now
appear, we hope to be able very soon to do
rcuch more towards so]f-sn&port in New West-
nminster. This country, however, has been
such a continual scene of disappointments al}
along, and of railway ‘‘surprises’ sincs oome
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federation, that we must not make rash pro-
mises, If the people had never heard of ¢ rail-
way,” and had settled down to work more and
waste and drink less, we would all have been
much better off to-day in every respect. We
shall relieve you of the burden of our supple-
mentary support as soon a8 it is possible for us
to do so. Connected with St. Andrew’s we
have 38 families, Communicants, 35; exclud-
ing North Arm. Three elders. Seven baptisms.
Communion quarterly. Prayer meeting weekly.
Two services every sabbath. Fifty names on
Sabbath-school roll. Five teachers. Interna-
tional Lessons and Shorter Catechism are used ;
also Westminster Question Book by the teachers.
A Sabbath-school paper, the Fisitor, Philadel-
phis, given out every week, and some copies of
the Sanbeam to the younger scholars. Forty-
three copies of the Presbyterian Record for the
Dominion of Canada are paid for by the con-
gregational committee, and distributed month-
ly. Though the regular congregation is small
my labours, and I trust usefulness, are not to be
understood as limited to it. There is a constant
succession of people belonging to our Church
passing and re-passing, and remaining e longer
or shorter period in attendance upon our ser-
vices whom no statistics can include. Indeed,
for the seventeen years I have spent in the
Province, it may be seid that my work has been
really an ¢“itinerating mission,”—with this dif-
ference, that I remain in ome place, and the
people do the ¢ itinerating.” Hence our very
slow growth, and our unusually long need of
the iiberal pecuniary assistance generously
granted by the Presbyterian Church in Canada.

Thousands of our people have been more or
less benefited by the ministrations of our
church in this country, but they do not help
our statistical tables—in this world.

I feel very much assisted and comforted in
my work, since the General Assembly in Cana-
ds granted me permission to conneet myself
with the Presbytery of DBritish Columbis, in
connection with the Church of Scotland. My
many years of isolation under the most dis-
couraging conditions made the change a preu-
liarly gratifying one to me. The connection
has not only strengthened my hands in many
ways, dircct and indirect, but my respected
brethren have shown me much kindness during
my very severe illuess last winter, and 2 simi-
lar attack this one from which I am just now
beginning to recover. With some help from
Mr. Duan, and the conducting of services on
several Sabbaths by Mr. J. A. Helliday, one
of the elders, and Mr. John S. Clute (public
school teacher and collector of customs respec-
tively), wo have been able to rejoice in unin-
terrupted Sabbath supply. I am very glad to
say that there was an encouraging attendance
upon the temporary services. I regret to say
that the Presbyterian Church in the Province

does not present, as yet, an undivided front,
The first Presbyterian Church, Victoriy, i3 not
connected with our Presbytery, nor with any
other Presbytery or Body. Its able and much
respected minister the Rev. John Reid, is con-
nected with a Presbytery on the American side,
The cause of the want of union does not aris
from denominational partiality or prejudice,
1t is purely local and limited tow few on each
side, and therefore it is to be hoped only tem-
porary.
RopERT JAMIESON.

@ onenting and Comnuentaries.®

T would be a benefit to divinity students
and young ministers the world over if they
were put in possession of a copy of this

brief avd practical treatise by one of the greatest
of living preachers. We have never heard com.
mentaries decried without some misgivings as
to the soundness of the dictum, but now we
are confirmed in our own views by Mr. Spur
geon’s outgpokeness, and h.s emphatic admission
of their value to himself and to all who seek a
thorough acquaintance with the Scriptures.
¢ The temptations of our times,” he says, “lis
rather in empty pretensions o novelty of sen-
timent, then in a slavish following of accepted
guides. Usually we have feund the despisers
of commentaries to be men who have no sort of
acquaintence with them ; in their case it is the
opposite of familiarity that has bred contempt.
A respectable acquaintanco with the opinionsof
the giants of the past, migtt have saved many
an erratic thinker from wild intgrpretations and
outrageous inferences.”

Appended to the lectures is a list of com-
mentaries respecting which the author giveshis
opinion in a sentence or tvo for each. Admit-
ting that his acquaintance with many of them
is of the most cursory kind, it is evident thst
the labour expended upoa this little velums
has been enormous.  And it cannot fail to be
interesting, and may prove useful, to select
from this catalogue a few ‘of the cornmentaries
which Mr. Spurgeon spezially recommends to
the notice of his students.

¢ First among the migity for general useful-
ness we are bound to mertion the man whoss
name is a household word, MaTrHEW HENRY.
He is most pious, pithy, svund and sensible
suggestive and sober, terse and trustworthy—
glittering  with metaphos, rich in analogies,
overflowing with illuatra:ions, super-abundant
in reflections. It is the poor man's commen-
tary, the old Christian’s cempan on, suitable to
everybody, instructive toall. Every minister
ought to read Matthew entirely and carefully

‘ng lc&tu;cg‘}:y ﬁﬂi C. 111‘{ 8p
onts of [:] 0, X M)
London, 1876~ P

con to tho siw-
ornsole Collegs;
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through once at least, I'should recommend
you to get through it in the next twelve months
after leaving College. Begin at the beginning,
sud traverse the goodly land from Dan to
Beersheba. You will acquire a vast store if
you read with your note-book close at hand.”
Next iu order, Mr. Spurgeon ranks ¢that
prince among men, JoBN CaLviN. These 45
goodly volumes are worth their weight in gold.
Scant purses may debar you from their purchass,
but if it be possible procure them. Of allcom-
mentors 1 believe John Calvin to be the most
candid. He is not always what moderns would
call Calvinistic. He was no trimmer and pru.
ner of texts.  He gave their meaning as far a8
be knew it. He laboured, in fact, to declare,
not his own mind upon the Spirit's words, but
the mind of the Spirit as couched in those
vords.” OF MaTrRew PooLe, he says, “If]
must have only one commentary, and had read
Mztthew Heury, as I have, I do not know but
what I would choose Poole: he is very prudent
and judicions, not so witty and pithy as Henry
but more an exposifor. He is profoundly
learned.” Joun TraAPp is characterized as in-
comparably sententious and suggestive. ‘“Trapp
is my especial companion and treasure, Trapp
is salt, pepper, mustard, vinegar, and all the
other condiments ; I can read him when I am
too weary for anything else.” A very distin-
guished place is given to Dr. Giryr's Exposition
onthe Old Testament., ¢For good, sound,
mamive, sober sense in commenting, who can
exceed Gill ! No man since his day has at all
equalled him in the matter of Rabbinical learn-
ing” Next to Gill Mr. Spurgeon ranks Apam
Ciargs among ¢‘the chief of Expositors—a
prince of commentators.” THoMAS SCOTT is com-
mended as being thoroughly sound and judici-
ozs, but ¢“mere milk and water” as compared
with Matthew Henry. ¢ ALBERT BARNES,
aced alongside of the great masters is a lesser
ight, but no minister can afford to be without
it. Kirro is highly commended for family
w2 BENGEL’s Gnomon of the New Testament
is “the scholar's delight.” Avrrorp’s Greck
Testament isconsidered an invaluableaid to the
aitical study of the text of the New Testament,
Tag CRITICAL COMMENTARY, by Jamieson,
Fsusset and Brown is mentioned in very high
terms—¢ we consult it continually, and with
growing interest.” This ¢ portable commen-
tary,” may be had, unabridged, for $3. With
Laxge, Mr. Spurgeon issomewhat disappointed.
“Itis costly, and, if you had it, you would not
tumto it for spiritual food.” Of its kind,
however, it is admitted 1o be unequalled. M.
Spurgeon  enumerates sixty-five commentaries
on the whale Bible and vpwards of a thoussnd
o detackied portions of the Seripture.

Mr. Spargeon’s comments on “Commenting”
1re characteristie of himself and very much to
the point. ¢ Awoid all pedondry. As a rule,

those who know tho least Greek are the most
sure to air their rag of learning in the pulpit.
They miss no chance of saying,—¢The Greek
is so-and-s0.” The whole process of interpreta-
tion should be carried on in the study ; you are
to give your congregation the results. Never
strain pgssages when expounding. Be thoroughly
honest with the Word. It is the Lord's owa
‘Word, be careful not to pervert it in the small-
est degree. Many daub the text with theirown
glosses, and laying on their own conceits. There
are enough of these plasterers abroad, let us
leave' the evil trade to them “and follow an
honest calling. Do not be carried away with
new meanings. Plymouth brethren delight to
fish up some hitherto undiscovered tadpole of
interpretation, and ery it round the town as a
rare dainty; let us be content with more or-
dinary and more wholesome fishery. Otherand
wiser men have expounded before us, and every-
thing undiscovered by them it were well to put
to test and trial before we boast too loudly of
the treasure trove. Do not meedlessly amend
our authorised_version., It is faulty in many
places, but still it is a grand work taking it for
all and all, and it is unwise to be makingevery
old lady distrust the only Bible she can get at,
or what is more likely, mistrust you for falling
out with her cherished treasure. Aim to be
od readers, and be the more anxious about it
ccause few men are so, and all preachers ought
to be so. It is as good as a sermon to hearour
best men read the Scriptures. Never open the
Bible in the pulpit to read the chapter for the
first time, but go to the familiar page after
many rehearsals. You will be doubly useful if
in addition to this you * give the sense.” Com-
mentaries, expositions, interpretations, are all
mere scaffolding ; the Holy Ghost himself must
edify you and help you to build up the Chuech
of the living God.”

@ur Febo Hebrides Mlission,

EXTRACT FROM A LETTER o¥ Dz, StEEI,
Sypxey, N.S.W.

8YpNEY, 30th January, 1379,

HE Rev. W. Wall and wife sailed for Enge
land on the 7th. The Rev. T. Neilson,
wife and family, are at Meclbourne, and

leave for England in the ¢nd of February, Mr.
Chiniquy has been lecturing in this city and
throughout the Colony since his arrival in
October, and has everywhere received = wel-
come. Many good collections have been got.
He hag now gone to Melbourne. The young
wen who were studying in Melbourne with s
view to the mission, have withdrawn just as
they were about to be licensed. Wo were wil-
ling to take one of them, as we have [failed to
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t a missionery. We are agsin disappointed.
%c are very badly off for preachers, and have
too many vacancies. My second son who was
lately licensed, is about te be ordained to a dis-
trict about 80 miles from Sydney. Another
young licentiate is ready, and we have two
more who will be ready this year. But .we
could take a dozen more. I am amused at the
course of ¢Report” in exaggerating circum-
atances, The tablet I got erected to the mem-
ory of Dr. Geddie was of wood, hung up on
the wall of the church at Aneityum, In the
Cansdian Record, it is now stated to be mardle.
This is copied in the Free Church Children's
Record, &c. 1am glad the words I chose meet
with such world-wide celebrity, though I do not
deserve the credit. They were suggested to me
by the record of an ancient historian, regard-
ing Gregory of Crsarea, that ¢ there were
only 17 Christians when he went there, and
thare only 17 heathens when he died.

RoBERT STEEL.

LETTER FROM REV. J. ANNAND.

Aneityum, 7th September, 1878.
We are still enjoying good health and plod-

ding along in our work. We are rcceiving ex- | 2¢

oouragement enough to make us hopeful for
the future, but not sufficient to warrant us to
call upon you to rejoice with us. Progress is
undoubtedly being made, but it is not of such
& marked kind as calls for any special notice.
There is very much that is dark and saddening
amongst us yet; still I can confidently state
that the work is in a better and more healthy
condition than it was a twelve months ago.
The people are all quict and they are attending
very fairly to all the means of grace within
their reach. This is true in reference to the
whole island. Since last writing you we spent
three wecks in Mr. Inglis’ late charge. While
there I visited all the schools on that side the
jsland—twenty-six in_all. The people were
very kind to me, and did all they could to
facilitate my work among them. The food
provided was so abundant, that after leaving
one half for our friends there, we had a good
boat load home with us.—1 mention their
liberality in giving us food, because, that in
the eyes of a native is the wry strongest
evidence of good will that they can possibly
shew a person. These people are not exactly
epicureans, but they do certainly give great
attention to the things that perish....1 can
cheerfully say that 1 found christianity in a
more healthy state amongst the mass of the
people than I expected. As is the case on our
own side the isle all the districts are not
equally advanced. However giving an impar-
tial statement 88 to the relative condition of
the two aides, I must say that there are a

greater number of-the encampments farther
advanced on the Anname side than on our own
gide. There is a smaller proportion of wild
young men on that side also. Still the worst
district on the whole isle belongs to that eharg
namely Ananunse. Even there all is quiet
now ; and when I preached therea fortnight
ago all the people attended the services, even
all those who were engaged in heathen dances
last year.

WHOLE ISLAND VISITED.

1 have now visited every encampment on this
island, forty-eight in all. Though the isle is
only about thirty-two miles in circumference
by water, yet that statement gives buta vey
poor idea of the actual distance by the natirs
paths, or of the labour expended in walking
around the island. This isle is just one mas
of high hills and deep ravines. The highest
peak 16 2788 feet. Some of the school-houses
are down in the ravines where the hills rie
almost perpendicularly more than a thousaud
feet on each side ; while others are situated on
sheltered nuiks on the hill sides. The scenery
is grand in some parts of the island. Whils
visiting the Anpame charge I took a new cen.
sus, which reveals anything but a hopeful pros
ct for the future of these people. Since
October 1876, when Mr. Inglis completed his
last lists until the middle of August, 187,
there have been eighty-two deaths and only
thirty-one births. The total population now
on that side is 622. It isnot the old and th
feeble alone that are dying but all classs,
the msjority being young people. A year sgo
we had 604 on this side, so that you sce ths
total number is falling every year.

DEATH OE WILLIAMU.

‘While we were staying at Anname, Williamg,
an eclder and chief, who was liome to Britain
with Mr. and Mrs. Inglis some seventecn yeens
ago, died after only twenty-four hours iilnes.
He had been suffering for scme time pre viousiy
with Rheumatism in his legs and feet, but ws
able to walk about. On a Wednesday night
he tcok what seemed like a cramp in his fest
and legs which gradually extended over his
whole body, and on the next night he died.
We did not know that he was serjously ill ur
til he was dead. He had charged the partic
waiting upon him not to tell the people thatbs
wasill. He was a very intelligent native, and
the one who has done more than any other &
spread the gospel on his own side the island.
You may remember something about Lim fron
letters published years ago. The people res
pected him more highly than they do any ont
now remaining. Their mourning for hin ws
gincere and prolonged. Perhaps a few words
descriptive of their customs with the dead mighi

not be uninteresting to you.
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MOURNING CUSTOMS,

ﬁ‘ﬁ:‘ account of their lamentations over Wil-

wg  Mmay stand ss representative of their

‘,oumlng over the death of any leading man

& Oman amongst them. But, of couse, the

of over the death of a women is never so
a3 over that of a man,

'eon that Thursday night above referred to,

Te awakened from sleep near midnight by
Qfet loud cry of men as if in agony ; the house
g he deceased was about a quarter of a mile
]i,;"the station ; but so loud was their how-
Mthat we thought that it issued from our
Wer,, 00 enquiring for whom the cry was, we
'elrf told that Williamu was dead. We knew
thy: DAt some one had breathed his last, for
h:iu' ery when once heard is not soon forgotten,
kep, "¢ heard it many a time before. They
lit%i‘_‘p this loud wail all night and with very

Intermission until we buried him at noon

® Dext day,

inA&el' sunrise I went to the house of mourn-
'hsll"t’ The corpse was dressed in a gray print
the White trousers and a red sash tied around
'hadwmst’ and laid eut on a clean mat under a
the Y tree, The women were sitting around
oy y in a circle, as closely to it as they

1 4, anq beating the mat with their open
{:vms and chanting all the good conduct and

€ly traits that had characterized his life.
be:y Were the very picture of grief itself, having

lt] assembled for five or six hours and crying
Rage 18 time, While the women were thus en-
gnd‘d_ around the corpse, the men were standing
tep, tting around in the background and al-
thy, ely howling in the Joudest strain. Tt was
k‘*pt oud wail of the men that awakened us and

U awake through the night.

‘wllen I reflected, as I had ample time to do
newe lying sleepless in bed, on the facts the
y) ensug revealed, that eighty times this dis-
ine. 41 had resounded through these forests
oW hMI‘. Inglis had left, and that only thirty-
to n 2d been born within that period, it seemed
Y, € to be the death-wail for the Aneityumese
Yy tgeOple and a race. However we may yet
lny oo facts revealed by the census, reversed
m\y }‘:W years, While there islife there is hope,
® as true of a people as a person.

RITES OF BURIAL.

B.(,)i“" burial rites here are much as at home,
g all been introduced by the missionaries,
Qg,.ps"l"e being accustomed in their heathen
' % throw the bodies into the sea. A man
tf, C2an of rank is honoured with a rude
&n}":ﬂually made from an old canoe, while
iy, ®0 and those of little worth are rolled up
Nm‘t and put into the ground, While we
L™ b(::,:h’ other side of the island a little girl
od to death while playing with fire.

She had kindled several little fires in the grass
and was amusing herself in trying how near she
dare run to them, when her grass skirt caught
fire, and every particle of clothing she had on
was burnt off her. She lived till the next day,
the greater part of the time in agony.

Since coming home, one of our best friends
and leading men died quite suddenly. He was
a teacher and the leading man in his encamp-
ment. The older and more reliable class of
these people are dropping off. However, Wai-
hit, the first Christian native of the New He-
brides is still living hale and hearty. You will
well remember what a friend he proved to your
first missionary in the earlier stages of this
mission. There are many names here yet who
were prominent men twenty.five years ago.
May they be spared us at least until we have
others fully qualified to take their places.

1f I remember rightly I think that I said in
my last letter to you that we expected a small
crop of arrowroot this year, but 1 am happy
now to be able te inform you that we have ex-
ceeded our contributions of last year. I have
now ready for shipment by the ¢Dayspring’
seventeen casks, 3465 1bs. The quantities from
the respective sides of the isle are, Aname 1870
lbs.,, and Anelcaulat 1595 lbs. Compared
with last year Aname has fallen off 141 lbs,
while our side has exceeded that of last year by
285 lbs.

Total this year from whole island, 3465.
Total 1ast yearceeeee covesssoee3321 lbs.
PAYMENT FOR BIBLE.

We are still giving all we raise to meet the
expenses of the new Bible or rather the Old
Testament,—the first instalment of which
should reach us next year being the second
volume which is going through the press first.
1t comprises Job and all the rest of the books
to Malachi. When we have our Bibles all paid
for we hope to do something for the spread of
the Gospel in other isles or help to support
ourselves.

Four of our lands have done admirably this
year at the arrowroot. These four not above
the average in population have contributed four
casks or a cask each ; while in another direc-
tion the people of ten lands have only filled one
cask amongst them all, One of the above four
lands of only twenty-two souls, men, women,
and children has given us 213 lbs., or what
will yield about nine shillings sterling for every
one of them. All the usual voluntary labor
has been performed about the station as hereto~
fore. Our cases of discipline are fewer tham
those of last year ; so we see some reason to be
hopeful and persevering in our work. .
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Our Trinidad Plission.

Mge. CHRISTIE'S REPORT.

HE Couva field is the latest brought under
cultivation by our missionaries in Trini-
dad. We give below Mr. Christie’s fifth

report, which is interesting and encouraging.
Mr. Christie is now entitled to his furlough,
and will be leaving Trinided when this is being
read, to revisit a portion of the Church, and
will (D.V.) be present at the meeting of the
Assembly at Ottawa.

COUVA.

The past year has been a favoursble one for
our work, as far as regards weather, as we have
been very little hindered by the rain; and
though it has been an unhealthy season, I am
thankful to be able to say that I have been en-
joying almost uninterrupted good health. A
large amount of work Las been done and seed
gown.

PREACHING THE GOSPEL.

The principal point of interest in the work
of preaching was the opening of a small church
for Hindustani service, in May. As this, how-
ever, was referred to in the Record, and in your
Board’s last report to the General Assembly, I
need not enter into particulars about it. The
attendance at the church has averaged about 50,
chiefly christian adults, many of whom have
come regularly from long distances, some from
five to seven miles.

My Sabbath work for a great part of the year
has been as follows, and this is the plan on
which I wish, as far ag possible, to carry on the
work in this field :~—Ist, a service at Spring
School House, at 9 a.m. This is at one ex-
tremity of my field. 2nd, at 12 noon; the
principal service in the church, in the centre of
the field, followed by a Bible class for adults
taught by myself ; and Sabbath-school for the
children tanght by one of the school teachees.
3rd, o service at one or more places on Mr.
Burneley's estates, at the other extremity of
the field. In addition to these, the usual weekly
services in the hospitals, and on estates, have
been kept up by myself, the catechist and some
of the teachers. I am sorry to report that my
catechist Balaram has returned to India ; but
Mr. Douglas at Indore has promised him work
as -a catechist immedintely on his arrival, so
that although we miss him here, we feel that he
is still engaged in the same work. I am sup-
plying his place as well as possible by the
teachers, who give a part of their time to the
work of a catechist. In addition to the preach-
ing, religious instruction is given on the sab-
bath in the bible class, at which I have had
an average attendance of twenty adalts, and in

dny school terchers. During the year, |
baptised six adults and four children, and ro.
ceived of regular coutributions, $40; s%ecial,
$50 ; most of which went to the church build-
ing fund.

SCHOOLS,

This important part of our work shews pro.
gress. During the year I was enabled by the
kindness of some of the planters, to open a
branch school in connection with both Ex.
change and Esperanza schools, the teacher
spending half the day at each place. In this
way 40 or more children have been brought
under instruction without any increase in the
cost. There are in the Couva field at present
seven good rooms, well furnished with desks,
&c., which besides being used for school pur-
poses, ore available at any time for preaching
gervices. Instruction in the Bible swnd Cate
chism is given in each of the Schools every day
A cheering sign in this part of our work this
year, has been the return of a number of chil
dren who had formerly been at school, but who
had been withdrawn, for various reasons, and
had become seemingly lost to us, but who
are now coming back, very anxious to learn,

The report for the year shews in the Couns
field, 242 children on the Rell. 130 daily
average attendance, being an increase over last
year of 95 on the Roll and 47 in attendance.

Respectfully submitted,
THOMAS M. CHRISTIE.
x}pproved by Mission Council, Dec. 24th,
1878.

Formosu,
LETTER FROM REV. G. L. MACEAY.

Toa-liong-pong, 12th December, 1878.7

ﬂN the 17th ult., I left Tek-chham sand
walked to Liong-lek in orcer to meet M.
and Mrs. Junor, I arrived after datk
and just before entering the town, nearly fll
headlong over a broken bridge on & hesp d
stones below. I was sorry not to find them
there, but learned the next day by letter the
cause of their delay. Wednesday and Thurs
day 1 spent hesling the sick and preachingth
gospel, and when so engaged Mrs. M. arnivel
from Ang-mng-kang. Friday I went to Lan §
kham, and on up the tableJand towards G> §
ko-khi and there met Mr. and Mrs. Junor 03 &
their way down. I soon learned from then §
how they were delayed and annoyed by pr &
voking Coolies at Tamsui. Well, I tumd@
about and we 41l hastened towards Lionglt®
and were sitting in the inn about dark.
The next morning we proceeded to Tek g
chham, and spent Sabbath and Monday in the 8
chapel there. - The attendance was very

m

three small sabbath-achools conducted by the

in the evening when we met for service, Tut+ &
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dsy we proceeded to Sin-kang and put up in
the chapel there. Wednesday, Mr. Junor end
Iwent to An-lang and tried to do something
for our Master there. Thursday we went to a
place where there were theatricals and a large
concourse of people, on the same mission, Fri-
day, we returned to Tek-chham and Saturday
sbout noon arrived at our Ang-mng-kang
chapel. "We spent the Sabbath there, and on
Monday came to Tiong-lek, and Tuesday passed
through two towns on the road, and in the
evening were in our An-po chapel. Wednesday
morning, started early and halted a few minutes
in our chapel in Bang.kah, then proceeded
along the river to the Lun-a-teng chapel, where
we parted. Mr. and Mrs. Junor went out to
Tsmsui, whilst Mrs. M. and myself returned to
this chapel. ~Since that time I visited nearly
sll our Northern stations, and I am here now
making preparations for a meeting of all our
converts here in the open air. Now I have no
doubt my friend Mr. Junor will send a far
more interesting account of our trip than 1 can
do, at the same time I am anxious that you
thould kuow that it was quite an undertaking
for Mrs. Junor to make such a trip down South,
8till, she did it with cheerfulness, patience, and
strue godly spirit. Our converis at all the
atations were greatly delighted to see her. She
is the fisst foreign lady that ever visited our
chapels there. May she be enabled to make
many pleasant and profitable trips from time to
time to 6ee our converts in the country. Mr.
Junor at every place where opportunity pre-
tented itself spoke with great clearness and de-
dision, and thronghout the entire trip manifested
very great common sense. I found him a cheer-
fal companion, and obliging friend and devoted
tervant of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ,
Before Jehovah’s throne remember this dis-
tant Isle of the sea, Oh remember the perish-
ing thousands and the feithful followers of
Reroember our native
proclaim the glad

| tidings far and near. Let men come forth from

the great Dominion who will be willing to Zve
for Christ, and if need be die for Him. Send
s such men and we will shout all honour and
glory be to the Father, Son and Holy Ghost !

The Presbyterian Board has two hundred and
twenty-two mission stations in the following
countries, viz : Mexico, South America, Africa,
Biam, China, Japan, Persia, Syria, and among
the North American Indians. Nine hundred
ad sixty-two missionaries are employed at
these stations. There are connected with the
werious churches of these stations 10,391
uembers, converted from heathenism. Sixteen
thousand and thirty-nine children are being
tducated in the mission schools,

- Yndin.

LETTER FROM MISS FAIRWEATHER,

To THE SECRETARY CHALMERS' CHURCH SAB.
Scu. JUVENILE MISs10NARY ScCIETY.

Indore, Feb, 8th, '79.

OUR very welcome letter reached us two
weeks ago, and the parcel of patterns by
last mail. My girls are just jumping

with fun and delight over them. ~Long before
this reaches you, our good friend, Miss Forrester
of Mhow, (from Halifex, you know), will have
become the wife of the Rev. J. Fraser Campbell.
It is the first marriage in our Indian mission,
and my girls are all on the gui vze for wedding
presents and yours are just 1n time. All spare
minutes are employed in making up pincush-
ions, tidies, &c. &c., for the bride by their
dark tho’ deft fingers.

I assure you they were welceme and helpful
tous. Now, I have a very pleasant story to
tell you and one for which I know you will all
thank our Father in Heaven as well as we do
who are here on the field.

In a village near Harckwar, in the North-
west provinces, lived & Brahmin family. The
eldest son, a fine strong fellow, after receiving
a very fair education in Uratie, was appointe
a “deroge,” or official, in one of the provincial
prisons. _Here he remained nntil his child-wife,
a young Brahmani girl of his own village, died
after giving birth to a son. After her deathhe
renounced the world, became a fakhir, or her-
mit, devoted himself to study and meditation,
and was handsomely provided for by his caste,
he being now a Brahmin guru, or teacher of
Brabmins. For 14 years he wandered sbout
{rom shrine to shrine, aud city to city. Hehad
heard missionaries preach at the great annual
Mela, a fair at Harckwar, but paid no heed to
their teaching. At last o New Testament fell
into his hands with « little native hymn-book.
This Testament he read day and night, and
gradually its light seemed to dawn. At Rutlem
a gentleman met with him, and entering into
conversation, told him of our mission at Indore
and gave him Mr. Douglas’ name. Here he
for the first time saw the Old Tcstament. He
read day and night, only sleeping two hours
out of the twenty-four. He was at it perpetu-
ally. What he did not understand he marked
for explanation. He is a fine large,man, with
a quick, energetic way of speaking; a keen
thinker, and not to be put off with a half aun-
swer. I like him very muck. Heis so intel-
ligent. .

One day & Court Judge, a Brahmin and one
of the Maharaja’s council was in my house, he
asked to see the Synassi fakhir we had withus,
I gent for him. He came and the Judge said,
¢You haye been reading the Christian shastras {”
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“What do you think of
them and of Jesus Christ? ¢ Christ is the true
Incarnation, there is no denying that.” <Do
you believe in Him, and do you intend to pro-
fess His religion? ¢“I can do nothing less if
I am a true man,” was his answer.

Many of the best educated and wealthiest
men here have come to converse with him and
.in every case he has frankly avowed his belief
in Christ as the only Saviour of men.

Night after night, Mr. Douglas sat with him
reading and explaining. On Sunday last, Feb.
2nd, he was baptised in our Mlission Lecture
Roem. There were seven native men, (all
Brahmins) present in the chureh, and five
more at the windows on the verandah. All
was good natured, not a single angry word
heard. He changed his name from ¢ Swami
Ji" to ¢ Isa Ka Dass’ or ¢ Servant of Jesus.”

He read in the Bible how Christ called cvery-
one to hear, rich or poor, young or aged, it was
all the same. So yesterday he went out tofind
a congregation just like one of Christ’s, he said.
After a time he got 14 people together. Then
he came for me and my girls. We went of
course. The service was held in an old house
.on the new premises we have bought. Heread
and talked with them. Then sang a native
hymn and afterwards prayed. Before kneeling
he told them how he was going to talk with
-God, and it must be very reverently, for God
was very great. Down they went on their
faces with hands upon their mouths, while he
in simple words asked God to cleanse and heal.
Lately when at Hindustani worship, Mr. Dou-
glas asked him to lead in prayer, and he did so
in such a simple, earnest way we were greatly
delighted. 1am sure you will rejoice with us
4n that God has raised up aman so well qualified
to do work among his own people. Along with
him was also baptised a Hindu woman with her
child from my own work, Mr. Douglas con-
ducting the service in the vernaculer.

Official ofices.

GENERAL ASSSMBLY.

The fifth session of the General Assembly
of the Presbyterian Church in Canada will be
opened in the City of Ottawa, and within
St. Aundrew’s Church there, on Wednesday,
11th Juze next, at 7 :30 p.m.

Presbytery Clerks will please forward rolls,
so as to be in the hands of the Clerks of
General Assembly at least eight days before the
meeting.

Reports of ordinations, inductions, licensures,
deaths, demissions and depositions within the
several’ Synods, should be sent by their respec-
tive Clerks, so as to be in the hands of Clerks
of Assembly at least eight days before the meet-

mny.
ZAH papers for the Assembly should reach the

¢Yes,” he replied.

hands of Clerks of Asserbly at least eight
days before the meeting.

The Conveners of Standing Committecs
should have their reports ready to hand to the
Committee on Bills and Overtures at the
second sederunt of the General Assembly.

Rolls and other documents should beaddressd
to Rev. Dr. Reid (Drawer 2567), Toronta.

WILLIAM REID,
J. H. MACKERRAS, { . C‘e’kjsgg
W. FRASER, ) *¢™ .

RAILWAY ARRANGEMENTS.

Arrangements will be made with the leading
lines of Railway, and with the Steam-boatline,
for return tickets at reduced rates. Certificates
will be sent so as to reach members by the
24th May ; should any not have received them
by that date, they will please communicats
with Dr. Reid, Teronto.

Presbytery Clerks are requested to send to
Dr. Reid, as soon as possible, listsof ministers,
and elders entitled to receive certificates, with
their PosT-OFFICE ADDRESSES and the Rair-
WAY StATIONS from which they will begin their
journey. Inattention to this will occasion
great inconvenience and trouble.

THE AGED AND INFIRM MINISTERS'

FUND IN MARITIME PROVINCES.

There are eight ministers this year on the
Aged and Infirm Ministers’ Fund in the Eastern
Section of our Church., The payment for the
last quarter is to be made in April. The sum
to be paid is $425. The portion of the salary
of the Agent of the Church paid out of this
fund is $85. The expenses for drafts and
printing will be about $8. The sum paid in
annuities for the thrce quarters which have
passed is £1075. Thus the whole expenditure
this year will be about $1593. The accounts
are kept from May to May.

Our receipts up to the present date have
been as follows :—

Interest and dividends......$289.70
Congregational collections. .. 265.03
Ministers’ Rates............ 373.84
Donations vo.vevieevenennn 50.83

$979.40

Thirty-six congregations have sent in collec-
tions. Seventy-six ministers have paid_their
rates. A young man in business in St. John's
Newfoundland, has given a donation of $43.38.
1t is to be boped other young men in busines
will do likewise.

If our income is to cqual to our expenditurs
this year, the sum of §613.60 must be paid in
before the middle of May. It isto be hoped
that the congregations which have not yet seut
in their collection will take notice of this, Let
the collection be mxds and sent on, be it largs
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or small. The Aged and infirm Ministers’ Fund

is a scheme of the church. The Assembly
enjoins that an annual collection be made for
it. It is a useful scheme. It is not to the
interest of congregations that ministers should
be compelled to labour on, preaching and
visiting, when they are not able to discharge
their duties properly. But how can a man
retire if there is no provision made for his sup-
port.  Is it to be supposed that a minister who
receives a salary of only $000 or §1,000 a year
ean lay by money ? 1t is a necessary scheme,
There are only a few congregations that can
give a proper retiring allowance. Our Ministers
13 a class are poor. Many of them, if laid
aside from work, would have nothing to live
upon. It isa Scriptural scheme. Under the
Mosaic law forty-eight walled cities were given
to the tribe of Levi for dwellings. They had
alsc one-tenth of all the income of the other
twelve tribes, besides numerous offerings. The
Levites who were infirm or aged were supported
as well as those who were strong and active.
According to the New Testament regulations
those who give themselves wholly up to the
Church are to be supported by the Church.

“Even so hath the Lord ordained that they|

_ which preach the gospel should live of the

gospel.
March 7th, 1879. A. McL. S.

LADIES' FRENCH EVANGELIZATION
SOCIETY OF TIHIE PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH IN CANADA.

President : MRms. ProF. CAMPBELL. Vice-
Presidents: Mus. Dr. JENKINS ARD Mns.
James WALKER, Secrelary : Miss FLUSHMANN,
Treasurer ; Miss 3. H. Gorpox.

A Special Meeting of the Ladies’ French
Brangelization Society of the Presbyterian
Church in Canada washeld in St. Paul’s Church,
Montreal, on the 15th inst., for the purpose of
considering the propriety of dispensing with the
services of one or more of the Bible women
owing to the want of sufficient funds to sustain
the work. Deeply impressed with & sense of
the vast importance of the labors of the Bible
women, ‘and conscious of the injurious effects
eertain to result if their number be reduced, the
Society 1 solved to delay action, and toadjourn
the meeting till Tuesday the 6th May, in the
hope that the friends of the work will, prior to
that date, provide the funds necessary to enable
thewn to carry it on without reducing the num-
ber of their laborers.

With this end in view they urgently appeal
toall the {friends of French Evangelization for
contributions to meet the present indebtedness.
The Bible Women spend their time, under the
spdrvision of the Society, in visiting the homes

- of the recent converts from Romanism, in in-

structing the young by means of classes, &c.,.
in obtaining situations and work for the unem-
ployed, and generally in ministering to the
bodily and spiritual wants of the French Cana-
dian Protestants. There is abundant reason to-
believe that theirlabors have been greatly owned
of God and blessed in the past,

The salary of each of the Bible women is $20
per month. Are there not many who will
esteem it a privilege to provide the means
necessary to support one of these for & month ¢t
Are there not very many who will gladly assist
in so doing ? The income of the Society has.
thus far this year been obtained almost entirely
in Montreal. Believingthat they have astrong
claim on the sympathy and liberality of the
Christian people of the Dominion, the Society
earnestly appral for help to all who have at
heart the best interests of our French-speaking
fellow citizens.

All contributions should be forwarded before
the 6th May, addressed to the Treasurer, Miss
M. H. Gorpoy, care of JosErit MACKAY, Esq.
1059 Sherbrooke Street, Monireal, by whom
they will be duly acknowledged.

Montreal, 16th April, 1879,

Fitevatnre,

3
¢ HE MisstoNary” is the pame of the-
monthly Record of the Presbyterian
Chureh, United States, South. It is-
well conducted and readable, but like many of
its contemyporaries it does not pay its own way,
and some of its friends are proposing that it
should be knocked on the head. It is to be
hoped, in the interests of humanity, that other-
counsels will prevail, Apart from the barsh-
ness of the remedy, we do not see how the
Church itself is to exist very well or very long
without its monthly missionary.

Tuf CHrISTIAN GLEANER—One of the very
best of English magazines, though published &t
Port Hope, Ont., may be had for 75 cents a
month. The illustrations are numerous and
first class. Address r.0. Box 143, Port Hope,

MEETINGS OF PRESBYTERIES,

Guelph,~—Tuesday, 20th May, 10 a.m.
Lanark & Renfrew, at Carleton Place,-—Tues.
day, 20th May, 1 p.m.
Ottawa—Tuesday, 6th May, 3 p.m.
Lunenburg & Yarmouth—Tuesday, 6th May.
Paris—Tuesday, 6th May, 12 noon.
Pictou—Tucsday, 6th May, 11 a.m.
Wallace—Tuesday, 6th May.
Saugeen,—Tuesday, 8th July, 2 p.m.
Lindsay,— Tuesday, 27th May, 11 a.m.
Peterboro, —Tuesday, 8th July, 11 a.m,
Huron,—Tuesday, 8th July, 11 a.m.
Kingston,—Tuesday, 8th July, 10a.m.
Barrie,—Tuesday, 27th May, 11 am,
Bruce,—Tuesday, 24 June, 8 p.m.
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3 Yuge for the PYoung.

WHO IS SHE?

THERR is o little maiden— .
‘Who is she { do you know #—

Who always has a welcoms
‘Wherever she may go.

Her face is 1ike the May-time
Hoer voice is like a bird's ;
The sweetest of all music
Is in her lightsome words.

Each spot she makes the brighter
As if she were the sun ;

And she is sought and cherished,
Axnd loved by every one.

By old folks and by children,
By lofty and by low.

Who is this little maiden ¥
Does anybody know t

You surely must have met her;
You certainly can guess. -

‘What ! must I introduce her?
Her name is—Cheerfulness.

LOOK AHEAD.

Two children were crossing the Straii of
Dover. The girl's face was turned to the land
they had just left forever ; but the boy looked
forward to the white cliffs they were approach-
ing. Lulu’s eyes were filled with tears, She
was leaving the land of her childhood for a
home among strangers.

0 Fred 1" she cried, ¢“how fast the land
recedes! I can just see a delicate purple line—
soon it will be out of sight.

¢ Yes, but never mind France, Lunln, Toock
ahead, and see the new home we are nearing,”
replied Fred, as he gazed over the tossing sea
to the land.

How, like Lulu, we are apt to weep for the
joys gone, and to mourn for the world we must

eave. But how, like Fred, we should be look-
ing ahead, beyond the angry waves to our new
home in the distance.

¢« A DREADFUL THING.”

A little girl said to me one day, ¢ Please sir,
may I speak to you 2 minute?” T saw that
she was in some kind of trouble: so I took her
band and said, ¢Certainly, my little maiden.
‘What do you want ?”

¢¢ Please, sir,” said she, as her lip quivered,
and tears filled hereyes, ¢¢it’s a dreadful thing;
but I don't love Jesus.”

¢ And, how are you going to love Him $” I
asked. '

~¢] don't know, please sir; I want you to
tell me.” She spoke sadly, as if it was soma.
thing she could never do.

¢ Well, St. John, who loved the Lord almost
more than anyone else ever did, says that ‘we
love Him becauses He first loved us.’ Now, it
you go home to-night, saying in your hear,
¢ Jesus loves me,” I think that to-morrow you
will say, ¢ 7 love Jesus.” "’

She looked up through her tears, and said
very goftly, ¢ Jesus loves me.” She began to
think about it, as well as to say it,—about his
life, and his death on the cross,—sand began to
feel it too. So she went home. The next eve
ning she came to me, and putting both her
hf::nds into mine, she said with a very hapyy

e :

¢ Oh ! please, sir, I love Jesus to-night ; far
He docs love me g0 |

FOOTPRINTS.

# WHAT is that father 1 asked Bennie.

*1It is a footprint my son, and it is a sigm
tha; some one came into our front yard lat

ight,” .
" It must be,” replied Bennie, ¢ for then
could not be a footprint without somebody had
been there to make it."

¢ That i3 trus, Benjamin ; and now show ms
some of the footprints of the Creator ! ”

.‘(;I don’t understand ycu, father, Bennis
said.

¢ Well, who madeall these beautiful flowers;
these splendid trees ; the clouds up in the aky;
the great round earth; and the mighty sm
flaming in the heavens, and started the bright
moon to rolling around the world !

¢ 0, God to be sure.”

¢¢ Then all these things are but the footprints
of the Creator. They are the sign that then
ig a Creator, and that He has been here. So
this ice-plant that I hold-~man could never have
made it; see all the glistening grass, hear all
the chirping birds—man did not, mor conld
not, make them ! God made them, and they
are all simply ¢footprints’ of the great Creator,
to prove to ug that there is a good and grest
God, whom we love, worship, and obey. Do
you uunderstang ?”

¢¢ Yes, father, I undorstand very well now,
and I thank you for teaching me that lesson.”

ONE GATE,

The old city of Troy had but one gate, G
round and round and round the city, aud you
could find no other. If you wanted to get iy,
there was but one way, and no other. So to
the strong and beautiful city of Heaven thew
is but one gate and no other, Cbrist says, ‘!
em the door.’

t
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