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UR pioneer missionary i Trinidad is a
native of the county of Pictou, Nova
8cotia.  He was a graduate of the Presby-
%erian College, Halifax. Shortly after his
ficensure by the Presbytery of Halifax, in
1861, he was called to Bridgewater congre-
&tion, then in the Presbytery of Halifax,
Whero he was ordained and inducted on the
Bth December, 1861. Bridgewater congre-
ion at that Wime embraced a number of
iatant stations, and the pastor had to drive
‘s great deal over bad roads in rough
weather in order to keep his appointments.

. |and the Gospel.

Mr. Mortor was always punctual in his
work, and he wa> never known to fail in
supplying a station at the expected day and
hour. His labours in a field 8o extensive
told injuriously on his health. Bronchial
trouble was developed which threatened
serious comsequences, and acting under
medical advice, he spent the winter and
spring of 1864-5 in the West Indies on fur-
lough. Providence led his way to Trinidad,
where he noticed the large numbers of
Coolies, chiefly from the East Indies, en-
gaged on the sugar estates. He found that
there were then about 20,000 oun the island
of Trinidad, very many of whom would
reside there permanently; and more were
coming from India every season. He found
that all were under theinfluence of Oriental
superstition, and utterly iznorant of God
There were Presbyterian,
Episcopalian, Methodist, and Baptist cbur-
ches in Trinidad, but there were no special
efforts to evangelize the Coolies. Mr. Mor-
ton, by letters, and by addresses after his
return brought the condition of the Coolies
before the Presbyterian Church of the Lower
Provinces. It appears that the United
Presbytcrian Church of North America had
opened a mission in Trinidad and owned
premises at Jere Village. The station was
not occupicd however, and the Mission
Board of that Church offered the buildings
to the Board in Nova Scotia. The Presby-
terian ministers in Trinidad of the U. P.
Church of Scotland, cordially invited mis-
sionary effort. A good deal of trade is car-
ried on between Nova Scotia and Trinidad,
and this seemed an additional reason in
favour of opening a mission. Mr. Morton,
in 1867, offered his services as a missionary
to the Coolies, should the Synod sce fit to
establish such a mission.

On the 27th July, 1867, the Synod of
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the Lower Provinces unanimously resolved
““to authorise the Board to establish a mis-
sion to Trinidad for the special benefit of
the Coolies.” The Board promptly accepted
Mr. Morton’s offer of service. He was
separated from hiscongregation on the 18th
July, and he proceeded immediately to visit
the congregations. On the 30th November,
he, with his family, set sail for Trinidad.
‘When about 450 miles south of Nova Scotia
the vessel in which he sailed encountered a
terrific cyclone, and all hope of safety
nearly vanished; but they weathered the
storm, and by the 3rd January, 1868,
landed safely at Trinidad. Jere, six miles
from San Fernando, was the spot selected
at which to commence operations. Our
missionary began with a smallschool in this
village. His first work was to give three
Coolie boys a lesson, teacher and pupils
sitting on a door step. Next day he had
another pupil. The number gradually in-
creased so that the average for the year was
18. Only two knew their letters when they
came to school ; but at the end of the year
all were reading John’s gospel. For a time
he taught every day of the week ; but by
and by he found it necessary to rest on
Saturdays. The Sabbath-school met with
greater difficulties than the day-school, and
the attendance was much smaller. Stern
and persistent opposition was offered by
young and old. For three years and a half
Mr. Morton laboured before a single sonvert
was baptized ; but the foundations of the
work were laid firmly and well. The truth
was preached and taught in the day school
and the Sabbath school, at preaching ser-
vices in the open air, in the houses, wher-
ever two or three, or even one, could be got
to listen. In 1870, Rev. Kenueth J. Grant
joined the mission. Three years later Rev.
Thomas M. Christie was sent to the same
field, and in 1881 Mr. Macleod, the fourth
missionary, was sent. The mission has
greatly prospered. Mr. Morton removed
from Jere to Mission Village (now Princes-
town), and thence again to Tunapuna, his
present sphere of labour. In 1874, Mr.
Morton, with his family, cam. home on fur-
lough. He was compelled by ill-health to
return again in 1883. His visits home have
on all occasions served to increase the public
interest in his work. Mrs. Morton has been
singularly successful in her work among the

Coolies. Indeed it is not too much to say

that the success of the mission is largely due

to her tact, zeal, high intelligence, and per-
severance. The mission his now for years
enjoyed the full confidence of the people ot
Trinidad of all ranks and denominativng,
planters, Government officials, Coolies,
Creoles, and merchants. Mr. Morton, hav-
ing visited Demarara, where a largs number
of Coolies are employed, called the attention
of the Chureh and the proprietors to thei
requirements. One Scotch gentlemun, M.
F. E. Crum Ewing, having seen the work
in Trinidad, has oftered singly to suppurta
missionary on his own estate in Demerara.
There are upwards of 70,000 Coolics in
Demarara, 35,000 in Barbadocs, and over
50,000 in Trinidad. Some of these peopl:
return to India,and when christiuniz:d will
carry thither the influences of their religion.
One of the carliest converts in conucction
with Mr. Morton's labours has already been
useful in connection with our Cantdiin
Mission at Indore. More is contributelin
Trinidad than in Canada to support our
mission there, Asalready stated, when Mr.
Morton commenced work in January, 1863,
he could only get three pupils to teach—on
a doorstep. The mission reported in 1383,
36 schools, 1,593 pupils, 211 communicants,
30 preaching places. The district in which
Mr. Morton now labours has a population
of about 12,000 Coolies.

Qrinidad,

———

RIR. MORTON writes from Tunapuna o
©%  the 30th of April as follows.—Our
new building at Arouca was opened for
public worship on the 11th instant. The
house was well filled and Mr. Hendrie of
St. Joseph assisted by preaching from1
John v. 20. It was a day of good cheer.
The mail had arrived on Saturday, Lringing
word that my estimate of expenditure for
1884 had been passed ; thus authorizing a2
increase of £50 sterling to exiond the
work. This was hoped for if not confiden-
tly expected. But our hopes went D0
further. Very charming then was the news
that the debt on Tunapuna buildings was
to be immediately removed. Woe ai once
announced that the new building would be
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painted on the outside, and that the pro-
posed building at Tacarigus, just half-way
between Tunapuna and Arouca, would be
proceeded with without delay. This new
building will be pushed forward as quickly
as possible on account of the approaching
wet season. The land has been given by
the government on favourable terms. The
building will stand in a longnarrow village
on the Royal Road. Four estates lie in a
circle around it and there isa railway sta-
tion about three minutes walk from it. One
of these four estates, Orange Grove, has a
population of 500 East Indians. On it
Miss Morton assisted by two natives conducts
s Sundayschool which has an attendance
of about forty. But a school on an estate
will never draw the children from other
estates and only to a limited extent from
villages. 'We need to get a neutral ground
to zet & good attendance at week day
schools, and the same remark holds true of

" a building for services for adults. Thisis

the busy season when men work hard and
long. There is no marked increase in the
sttendance at the regular services, but in
going out among the people there seems to
be an increased interest in the story of our
Saviour’s love and this, perhaps, more mark-
edly among the women than among the
men. Oh that the awakening and quicken-
ing Spirit would ¢nme down to convince of
smand lead these lost souls fo seek for
mercy | Iam happy to report that latterly
the improvement in my health bas been
more marked. My strength has in a large
measure returned and but little of my cough
remains,—J. M.

Rissionary Cubinet.

‘WitLiax CHALMERS BUBNS.

HIS devoted missionary was one of the
sons of the Rev. Dr. William Hamil-

ton Burns, some time minister of Dun in
Forfarshire, afterwards of the parish of
Kilsyth, Scotland, Ie was born in the
manse of Dun on the 1st of April 1815,
Ho was a nephew of the late Dr. Robert
Burns of Toronto, and a cousin of the well
known Dr. R. F. Burns, pastor of Fort
Massey Church, Halifax N. S. Brought
wpin the country, William Burns was a

199
strong athletic boy, full of energy. Ilis
first ambition was to be a farmer. Next he

would be a lawyer ; but, before he reached
man’s estzte he had resolved to become a
minister. With this view he entered the
Univessity of Aberdeen where he gradu-
ated in 1834 with honourable distinction.
He studied theology in Glasgew University
and was licensed to preach the Gospel by
the Presbytery of Glasgow on the 27th of
March 1839. He became a leading mem-
ber of the Students’ Missionary Society in
Glasgow and the discussions in which he
took part kindled in his mind a desire to
follow in the footsteps of the heroes of the
mission field. Before receiving license he
had applied to the Convener of the Church
of Scotland’s Indian mission to be sent to
Hindostan. But in the meantime the Master
had other work for him to do. He was un-
expectedly called to take charge of St.
Peter's congregation, Dundee, during Mr.
McCheyue's visit to the Holy Land. Here
his ministry was greatly blessed. Crowds
flocked from 3ill par's of the country to
listen to his earnest and powerful preaching,
At this *ime a wonderful work of grace had
begun in his father's parish—the great
Kilsyth revival of 1839. This was, indi-
rectly, the means of delaying for eight years
his cherished idea of going as a missionary
to the heathen. The great interest and the
prominent part which he took in these
meetings made him what he continued to
be throughout life—an evangelist, filled
with 2 consuming desire to save souls.
From 1839 to 1841 he laboured chiefiy in
Dundee, St. Andrew’s, Perth, Aberdeen
and the Highlands. The next three years
found him preaching in Newcastle, Edin-
burgh and Dublin. In 1844 he came by
special invitation to Canada and spent two
years in evangelistic work. Wherever he
went he left foot-prints. Thescenes on the
streets of Montreal and in the old wooden
tabernacle that preceded Coté street Church,
can never be effsced. In many parts
of the backwoods eyes will yet fill and
hearts heave when his name is spoken.
Our own devoted missionary Dr. Mackay
is in a :measure ome fruit of his labours
in Canada. But all that he did here and
elsewhere served to prepare him for his
great life-work from which, for a season, he
had been kept back. Now he turns to it with
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buoyant spirit and bounding step. The
Englisk Presbyterian Church had been
seeking for a missionary to go to China for
two years ; the offer was made to Burns and
accepted by him. In April, 1847, he was
ordained at Newcastle on Tyne, and on the
13th of November he arrived at Hong Kong.
Leaving the hospitable European family
where he at first found a comfortable home,
he hired a humble tenement in the very
midst of the native population that ho
might thereby thoroughly indentify himself
with those he came to seek and save. In
dress, in diet, in language, to the Chinese
be became as a Chinese, that he might gain
the Chinese. Gutzlaff gives him a native
teacher. In his hired house he opened a
small school, and is soon agreeably surprized
to see a Chinese woman and a child knock-
ing to be admitted, and he thinks of the
time when the mothers of China will bring
their children to the feet of Jesus that He
may bless them. After fourteen months,
when he has become familiar with the
language, he goes out into the highways and
villages, teaching, itinerating asin the days
of his early ministry. In 1849, he fell
among thieves who stripped him of every-
thing but the clothes he had on. At another
time, in the watches of the night, two
muffled figures appear at his bedside and
hold their naked swords at his heart:—
“Do no violence my friends,” he said
calmly, “you shall have all I have.” His
landlord came in next morning to .condole
with him :—“ Poor fellows”! said he, “let
us pray for them.” In March 1850 he re-
moved to Canton—the centre of life in
Southern China, where he spent sixteen
months, meeting with little encouragement.
Next we find him again at Hong Kong,
along with Dr. Young, busy with native
schools, opening a hospital, and scattering
the good seed through the surrounding
districts. He spends a whole year's salary,
($1,250), to provide an additional work-
man. Chang-Chow with a population of
half a million is visited. Here he seems
to have enjoyed the fullest liberty and
preached to large and much engaged audi-
ences. During the Taeping rebellion, when
no other European could venture out among
the rebels, he was free to go where he
liked : — “That man of the Book,” they
would say, “must not be fouched.” Im

1854 he sets out with his two native assis.
tants and spends two months in a smil
town where horejoices over twenty couverts
His brother missionary, Young, is taken ill
with him he returns to Scotland and never
leaves him till his eyes are closed in deatl,
He sails again for China in 1855, accom-
panied this time by the Rev. Carstuirs
Douglas who became one of the foremost
missionaries in China, and who died a fow
years ago. He tries, unsuccessfully, to
reach the rebel headquarters at Nanking,
endangering his life in the attempt. Six
months are spent at Shanghai, in the very
garden of China. At Canton he was first
robbed and then arrested. At Swatow,
where he spent two years doing noble work,
he was offered a chaplaincy with rank of
major by Lord Panmure, which he de-
clined. About this time he had an interview
with Lord Elgin which led to correspon-
dence on important public matters and
eventually to making Swatow oue of the
free ports. In 1863 he reached Peking, the
capital of China, where he remained four
years in a small house rented by him fur less
than one dollar a month. Here he enjoyed
delightful intercourse with other mission-
aries, all of whom he greatly aided in their
work. While preaching and itinerating he
carried on the work of translating such
books as ““ The Peep of Day” and ** Pilgrims
Progress;” also a volume of hywns, and
the Psalms translated from the Hebrew into
Chinese. His perfect mastery of the lan-
guage gave him great advantage in such
work. In 1867 he took leave of many kind
friends in Peking and set his face tewards
Nieuchang, in the far north, ¢ for there was
no missionary labouring there.” ¢ They
who go to the front of the battle,” he would
say, “get the blessing.” But alas!it too
soon became apparent that he had come
here to die. His waturally robust consti-
tution had been undermined by the con-
tinuous strain on body and mind. After
lingering for some months, witnessing a
good confession, the Master came and
called him, and he passed in holy triumph
up into the cloud of Witnesses. In the
grave-yard of Nieuchang a plain headstone
marks the place of his repose bearing the
following inseription :—* To the memory of
the Rev. William C. Burns, A. M., mission-
ary to the Chinese from the Presbyteris



THE PRESBYTERIAN RECORD. 201

Church in England. Born at Dun, Scot-
lsnd, April 1st, 1815, arrived in China,
November, 1847.—Died at port of Nieu-
chang, 4th April, 1868. 2 Corinthians,
chap. V.”

@en Wears in the Pew Bebrides.

By Rev. P. MiLxE, oF NGUNA.

EN years ago Aneityum was the cnly Chris-
tian island in the group, and there were
rinted in the language of that island the New
}E‘estament and several sma!l portions of the Uld
Testament; now the whole Bible is printed, as
aleo the Shorter Catechism, the Pilgrim’s Pro-
3, e1C., elc., the whole of which have been
edited by the Rev. Joun Inlis, he and Dr. Ged-
die being the sole tranelators, and for the pay-
ment of which the Aneityumese have contribut-
ed the sum of £1,700 in arrowroot. Mr. Lawrie
isnow Free Church missionary.

Ten years ago Aniwa and Futuna wereall but
heathen islands, with nothing, or next to nothing,
printed in the language ; now Auniwa is a Chris-
tian island, the whole population attend « Y:urch
and rchool, and s good many of them are hurch
members. There are seven schools taught by
native Aniwan Christians; the greater pa't of
the New Testament and small portions of the
0ld are translated. The Gospels by Matthew
and Mark, the Acts of the Apostles, and several
other portions are printed. And although on
Futuna the work has been much retarded
through the long absence of Mr. Copeland (Free
Church), owing 1o ill-health, I think I am safe
w eaying that about half of the population there
regard themselves as worshipping people; some
of whom, though not yet bapnze\r, act a¢ teach-
ers, aed go and preach the gospel to their heathen
conatrynien. g‘he substance of all the four
Gospels are now in print in the Futurp» dialect.

Ten years ago Messrs. Neilson (Free Church)
and Watt had been but recently settled on Tan-
ms,and it was still & question whether they
would have to flee for their lives, as Messrs.
Turuer and Nisbet had todoin 1843, and Messrs.
Paton and Matheson had again to do in 1861;
but they have been, through the help of God,
sble to continue until now, and preach the gos-

1o thousands, and trans'ate the most of the

ew Testament 1nto the language of the people,
partof which Mr. Watt hae printed with hisown

© bands. And when I saw Mr. Watt in December
last, on miy way home, he seemed to be more
bopeful than ever1 saw him before. He has

t formed & communicants’ class, and h?ed to

able to baptize some of them soon. And what
teemed 10 encourage him most was the fact of
slltho-e who were worshipping people before he
ane Lome on furlough continuing to be su dur-
ing his absence and w%xen he returned none of
ttem had gone hack to heatheniem.

Ten years ago Christi&nitifon Eromanga was
av a very low ebb indeed. r. McNair had just
died, and soon after that Mr Gordon was killed,
and there were not above eight or tea church
mewmbers alive on the island, Two years ago
there were fifty church members, twenty-five of
whom were stationed out as teachers. A
many more have been baptized since then. The
majority of the people are now favourable to
Christianity ; and if there were a second ~is-
sionary along with Mr. Robertson, totake up the
work on the other side of the island, heathenism
on Eromanga would, in all probability, soon be
a thing of the past. The New Testament is
nearly all translated; Genesis, Matthew, Luke,
and the Acts are now in print.

Ten years ago there were but two Christian
villages on Efaté. There are now five Christian
villages on that island, and other five or six vil-
lages partially so. Genesis, Mark, l.uke, and
the Acts are printed, and Exodus 18 rcauy for
printing.

Ten years ago I was appointed to Nguna, a
emall heathen 1sland, about five miles north from
Efaté, where no missionary had ever been be-
fore; on which island, and. on several other
small ones near to it, principally Péle and Ma~
taso, I have been labouring ever since, and al--
though it has been a time of sowing rather than-
reaping, I am ha;py to be able to sﬁ:hat Iam.
now beginning tosee some fruit. t year 1
baptized thirty-four adults and seven children.
Up to that time I had baptized only six adults
and ove child. There are thus now in all forty
church members in full communion, and eight
baptized children. Two of those baptized last
year are chiefs, one of whom is the highest chief
on theisland. He had ten wives, but before his-
baptism he put them all away except one. That
vne and three of the others were baptized along
with himself,as also his two sons with their
wives, and one daughter.

Nearly every island of the New Hebrides is
s0, and askin(iI for missionaries, and we have
none to give them. We have been able to oc-
cupy as yet scarcely one-third of the group. We
would require at least thirty or forty missionaries
to enable us to overtake the whole group. The
largest atd the finest islands still remain unoc-
curied. About one hundred thousand people
still remain ia heathenism, most of whom never
heard the gospel. About twenty different lang-
uages are spoken, requiring as many_separate
t,ragnslationsp?)f the B?l{)le gI{‘he wholey Bible has
as yet been translated into only one of these
languages, thus leaving eighteen or nineteen
translations, in whole or in part, yet to be made.
Surely, then, those who think that the New
Hebrides is too small and unimportant a field
for them to go to, make a great mistake,

We are anxious also to have a medical mis-
sionary to be stationed on Efaté, the most cen~
tral island of the group, where there is a fine
harbour, at which all ships going down to the
islands call to get water.
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Absatow’'s Bebellion, Absalom’'s Death.
Avgusr 10. 2 SAMUEL xv. [-14. Avgusr 17. 2 SAMUEL XVII: 2438,

Golden Text, Exodus 20 : 12,

iAVID was now about 62 ycars old. Absalom
was his oldest living sun, and the rightful

heir to the throne. His mother was a daughter
of Talmai king of Geshur and a heathen. Absa-
lom was the handsomest man of his time, but
vain, crafty, and jealous of Solomon his half-
brother, and his father's pet. This rebellion was
the natural result of polygamy. In the outburst
of wickedness, first by Amnon, and now by Absa-
lom, David was now reaping the fruits of his
own indiscretion and sin. The words of Nathan
came true, ch. 12: 10. V. 1. David’s treatment
of Absalom was, to say the least, impolitic.
Having refused to see him for two years, he now
receives him into favour without any explanation
or sign of repentance,and  spoils’*him. Chariot
and%wrses. Absalom puts on high airs and sur-
rounds himself with the trappings of royalty.
Horses were then a novelty among the Hebrews.
V. 2. Public business in the East ts always trans-
acted in the cool of the morning. David neglected
the due administration of justice, and Absalom
took the surest way of gaining their affections
when he took hisseat at the city gate and listen-
ed to the grievances of the people. Few are proof
sgainstflattery, especially at the hands of a king’s
son. V. 4. Apparently he had no other motive
but to administer justice and advance the public
interests. V. 5. It was the people who should
have done obeisance to_the prince, but waiving
sll ceremony, he puts himself on terms of fami-
liarity with them—All very well had the motive
been right, butit was to get thevpeople on his side
and against his own father. V. 7. Forty is evi-
dently a mistake for four years. David only
reigned forly years altogether, ch. 5: 4—the
meaning is four years after his restoration to
favour.—V.8. Geshur—inthe tribe of Manasseh,
near Damascus. Heie Absalom fled after mur-
derxu§ his brother Amnon, and vowed that if God
would reinstate him in his father’s favour he
would offer a sacrifice of thanksgiving, and what
place more fitting than the sacred town of Hebron,
where he was born, ch. 3:3. V.9, David unsuspec-
tingly acquiecces in the <¢‘pious” proposal
Vs.10,11. Called spies because their errand wasa
secret one—to accertain the feelin gs of the people
in the different tribes. The whole thing was
planned carefully. V.12, The attachment of
Ahithophe! to the Pretender’s cause was a
master stroke of policy. This man was David’s
coufidential adviser, ch. 16 : 23. He saw, when
too late, how the rebellion must issue, went home
and hanged himself, ch. 17, 23. The career of
Absalom and his tragic end are a warning alike
to parent- and children, ch."18: 9-156. The way
of lransgressors is hard. Absalom’s life from

t to last was a sham. Honesty is always thé
best policy.

Golden Text , Mark 7 :10.

HE time is three months after last lesson,
David is at Mahanaim a stronghold north

of Jabbock—the capital of Ishbosheth during his
short reign, ch. 2: 8. The interval had beena
time of terrible anxiety, and now the rebellion
had broken out, Absalom had been proclaimed
king and was even now at the head of a large
army marching towards Mahanaim to fight
against his father—A remarkable instance of
how wicked men often come to grief and are the

means of hastening their own overthrow,ch. 17:
14. V.24, Between the two gates—the outer and
the inner gates. The most important part of the
city was by the gate, where public business was
transacted and justice administered, Deut. 16 18;
Josh. 20: 4. Massive walls rose above the arched
way,and often overall a tower, in which a sentinel
was posted to potify every occurrence. David’s
little army, divided into three brigades under
Joab, Abishai, and Ittai, have marched out to
meet the hosts of the usurper, and now the battls
is raging in the so-called * Wood of Ephraim,”
v. 6. Vs. 25, 26. Upon the issue of this struggle
depended the destiny of the nation. Imagine the
intense anxiety of the old king and his friends,
every eye and ear strained to catch the first sight
or sound of a messenger. At length a man isseen
in the distance—running, and alone., He is s
courier for sure and must be the bearer of good
tidings, for, hal the army been beaten there
would have been a general stampeds and lots of
fugitives. Aud see, a second courier V. 27
Ahkimaaz—a noted runner, readily recognized by
his peculiar gait. Leal and true to David, it
must be good news that he brings! It is good
news, hut his report is incoherent, designed to
conceal for the moment what by David will be
accounted very bad news. Vs. 31, 32. Cushi,in
plainer terms, yet as gently as he can, breaksthe
tidings that Absalom has fallen in batde. To
David’s pointed question, he only replies that
Absalom has met the fate that all the king’s
enemiesdeserve. V.33. David’soutburstof feel
ing shews what a good heart he had, and his
great affection for even this worthless son,
mingled with displeasure that Joab had not coo*
trived to save his life, and doubtless, also, with
qualms of conscience. Had he been a wiser
father, he might have been epared this grief.

Absalom’s doom is a warning to all who bresk
loose from paternal restraint. Vanity, extran-

gance, high liviog, fast horses, bad company,

evil advisers, have brought many good lookng,

accomplished and genial young men to smft

destruction. Those who put their trust in the

Lord have no reason to fear what man mayd

against them. Ps. 125.
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The Plague Stayed,
AtausT 24. 2 SaMueL xx1v: 15-25.
Golden Text, 2 Sam. 24: 26.

OMPARE 1 Chron, ch. 21: Whatharm was
there in taking a census of the people? It
had been done beore, Num. 3:40. It is done
now frequently by every civilized nation. Scrip-
ture does not explain why it was wrong in this in-
stance, but weare led to infer that David’s motive
in numbering Israel was not right. It may have
been pride, or that he had some ulterior scheme
of conquest in view by which i: add to the extent
of his kingdom and personal reuown. Enough
that the proposal ecmauated from Satan, I Chr.
91: David himself was the first to acknowledge
that he bad sinned, v. 10, and deliberately made
choice out of three judgments named to him as
punishment, vs. 13, 14. V. 16, 4 pestilence—
Probably the plagué or ¢ black death *” which is
still the scourge of the East. In three daysit
spread over the whole country and swept oft
10,000 people. V. 16. Jerusalem, strange to say,
had escaped, but is now threatened, when the sov-
ereign merey of Jehovah intervenes. T%e Lord re-
pented~Gen. 6:6; Exo.32:14; 1 Sam, 15:35—but
ot asman repents, He was not sorry for what he
had done, but the desired end had been attained
in the repentance of the chief transgressor and
be can now consistently stay his procedure,
V.17. David neither makes excuse nor tries to
put the blame upon others. He does not even
ask that the plague be averted from himself or
his family. He is'more troubled about the sin he
bas committed than its punishment. Gad—the
rophet, the historian, and his personal friend,
ngr. 29: 29, bids him rear an aitar—not as
a neritorious act, but that public acknowledge-
ment of hi3 sin may be made ard a suitable sacri-
fice offered to God. That which David and Israel
esw only through typical oftering, is ours in real-
ity, Heb. 9 26-28; Rom. 8: 1. Vs 20-23 4raunak
~supposed to be one of the Jebusite kings, ap-
pears %%re as the embodiment of princely gener-
osity. V. 24. Fifty shekelsof silver—paid for the
threshing floor a1 { the oxen, about $30, worth
then $250. The 600 skekels of gold,in 1 Chr.
21 25, equal to $5000, was paid for the whole lot
acguired by David as a site for the temple to be
built by Solomon. Notice that while Satan insti-
gsted David to do wrong, “ The Lord sent the
pestilence” v, 15. We cannot explain why he
pmits plagues, earthquakes, and storms to des-
troy life and property, but we know that such
;ucfvgmems have a place in the righteous govern-
ment of God and are sent to execute his will.
Therefore we should stand in awe and sin not.
brist is our altar and our sacrifice, In himalone
may we hope to find favour with Ged aund pardon
forour sins, 2 Cor. 5: 21.

God’s Works and IWord,

Avcrst 31. PsaLus x1x: 1-14.
Golden Text, Ps. 138: 2.

ﬁHIS Psalm may be divided into three parts:
(1) v. 1-6, God’s works shew his glory, (2)
v. 7-11, God’s Word shews his grace; (3) v. 12-
14, the Psclmists prayer for grace. While tending
his father’s flocks on the hills of Bethlehem,
David’s poetic mind would be frequently occu-
pied with studying the book of nature and
especially with the brilliant phenomena of the
eastern skies. V. 1. The heavens—in the plural,
as comprising the region of the clouds, the
solar heavens with all the glory of the day, and
the starry heavens with alF the marvels of the
night. Declare the glory—as one gazes upwards
on a cloudless pight, it requires very litile know-
ledge of astronomy to impress one with a sense
of the power and wisdom of Him who created
these shining orbs and regulates their move-
ments; the more we know about the lawa which
control them the closer seems to be the agree-
ment between science and revelation and the
deeperour reverence for the great Creator, The
firmament~conveysan idea of the vastexpanse
and the stability of thesolar system, manifesting
to the beholder the glory of God. V. 2.The con-
tinual succession of day and night affords unceas-
testimony to the goodness and wisdom of God.
The heavenly bodies are ever declaring,~ The
hand that made us is divine.” V. 3, as 1t stands,
means that people of every speech and clime
read the lessons of the stars; or, omitting the
words in italics, the rendering would be, ¢ though
they s;;eak not audibly, they teach.”” V. 4.
Their line &c.—~as in Romaus 10: 18. Vs 5, 6.
Under this imagery’ reference may be made to
the Sun of Righteousness—the Great attractive
force of Christianity, John 12:32 V. 7. The
lawof the Lord—revealed truth distinguished
from the light of nature. Perfect—the gospel
unfolds a complete plan of salvation _adapted to
and available for every sinner. Heb. 5: 9.
Converting—its chief design is to bring men
back from sin, Matt. 18: 3; Isa 5 :20. Making
wise, Prov. 4: 7. Rejoicing the heart—the Bible
is the only book that supg les_true and lasting
joy and peace. Vs. 9, 10. Clean~it sanctifies
the Leart in which it reigns, John 15: 3. Judg-
ments—God’s dealings with men are unimpeach-
able : to be able at all times to say, “Thy will
be done”is an inexpressible comfort. V., 12.
Secret faults—such as are hidden from our-
selves, or, 80 heinous that we find it necessary to
try to conceal them. V. 13. Presumption—
some sins are greater than others, Sh. Cac. 83;
Num. 16:30. ~ Great transgresgion—any sin de-
liberately and defiantly committed against the
dictates of conscience. V. 14. this verse teaches,
(1) that acceptable prayer must come from the
heart; (2) our own weakness;(3) our need of &
redeemer—a. deliverer from the power and domi-
nion of sin. Rom. 6: 14.
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A age for the Houng.

NOTHING LIKE TRYING. !

ﬁmn, after all, is a kindly affair;
Why is it stupid and not worth the living ?
8triving and getting won’t drive away care;
Try giving.

Scowling and growling will make aaan old ;
Money and fame at the bestare be%\ulmg;
Don’t be suspicious and selfish and cold ;
Try smiling.

Happiness stands like a maid at your gate ;
&ﬂy should ;ou think you will find her by
roving
Never was greater mistake than o hate:

Try loving.

THE POWER OF LITTLES.

This was a favourite expression of the great
Dr. Chalmers, and it is one which young people
cannot too strongly lay hold of—¢¢ Take care of
the pence and the pounds will take care of them-
selves,” as our homely proverb has it, or best of
all, in the words of Christ Himself,—*Thou
hast been faithful over a few things, I will make
thee ruler over many things.” The following
Eastern story may help the children to geta
grip of the truth that there is great power in
little things. “ A vizier having offended his
master, was compelled to perpetual captivity in
a lofty tower. At night his wife came to weep
below his window. ¢ Cease your grief,’ said the
sa%;e; ¢go home for the present, and return
hither when you have procured a black beetle,
together with a little ghee (or Eastern butter),
three clews, one of the finest silk, another of
stout pack thread, and another of whipcord;
finally a stout rope” When she again came to
the foot of the tower, provided according to her
husband’s commands, he directed her to touch
the head of the insect with a little ghee, to tie
one end of the silk thread around him, and to

lace the reptile on the wall of the tower. Se-

noed by the emell of ghe butter, which he
conceived to be in store somewhere above hum,
the beetle continued to ascend till he reached
the top, and thus put the vizier in possession of
the roll of silk thread. He then drew up the
pack thread by means of the silk, the amall
cord by means of the pack thread, and by means
of the cord a stout mg, capable of sustaining
bis own weight; and thus he escaped from the
tower.

Little daily, duties regularly performed, Lty
opportunities for kindliness seized and t.ed,
little sins promptly fought and conquered, the
submitting of the little life to the Saviour’s wil|
—these and these only are ¢the influences, often
no more noticeable than the tiny insect with the
silken thread silently making its way up the
massive tower, which go to form great and
noble men and women.

HOLD ON TO THE END.

In the battle of Gettysburg a young culour
bearer, of the Sixteenth Regiment of Vermont
Voluuteers, fell mort;lt;y wounded. Holding on
firmly to his colour-staff, he felt some one ta g
hold and a voice saying, ¢ (Xive us the tlag,’
Death was already blinding L.s eyes and he was
unable to see who it was.

¢ Are you friends or enemies ?” he asked.

“ We are friends,” they replied.

¢ Then, if you are friends,” the dying bosv
continued, “let me hold the flag till I die”
And uttering these words, he fell back and
expired.

hat wae the impulse and act of a brave and
true heart. The flag had been intrusted to hu
keeping. He could not and would not yield it
to an enemy. He could not yield it to a friend,
because he would cling to his trust to the end.
His example, though but that of a boy, is one
of the nobgeet and truest in history. Have you
a trust committed to you? Yes. God hasin
trusted you with gifts and opportumties snd
and duties. And Jesus says, ¢ Be thou faithful
unto death, and I will give thee a cruwn of
life.” Paul, just before his martyrdom, wrote
to Timothy, “I have fought a good tight, I
have finished by course, I have kept the faith;
henceforth, there is laid up for me a crowo of
nighteousness, which the Lord, the righteows
judge, will give-me at that day.”

AN EASY PLACE.

A lad once stepped into our office in search of
8 situation. He was asked:

 Are younot now employed ?”

“Yes, sir.”

« Then why do you wish to change ?”

“ Oh, I want an easier place.”

We had not the place for him. No one waou
a boy or a man who is secking an easy place;
yet just here is the difficulty with thousands.

ill the boys let us advise them? Go in for

the hard places; bead yourself to the task of
showing how much you can do. Make your
self serviceable %0 your employer at whatever
cost of personal ease, and when the easy places
are to be had they will be yours. Life s toil-
some at best to most of us, but the easy plt}cgs
areat the end, not at the beginning of Life
course. They are to be won not accepted.
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Our Own Ehurch,

TATISTICS.—Our statistical retnrns for

1883-84 deserve careful study. Figures
are “dry,” but they sometimes convey lessons
of the greatest importance: they indicate
whether the Church is advancing or retreat-
ing or stationary. They enable us to note
the congregations which are prospering and
those that are falling into the rear rank.
Figures are an indication, if not a test, of
zeal, liberality and leyalty.

Last year our pastoral charges numbered
746 ; this year the number is 753. Should
not the increase be .much greater? Are
there not stations, or groups of stations, that
would be greatly benefited by being raised
to the status of pastoral charges? Are there
0t many instances in which due liberality
on the part of the people would increase
their religious privileges greatly to their
own advantage and the strengthening of the
Church? More, many more, are needed.
Especially is there field enough for many
devoted, talented, well educated and enter-
prising young men. Do not be afraid of
crowding the ranks. The Presbyterian
Church should within the next four years
have at least a thousand ministers.

Our church buildings afford accommoda-
tion for 335,000. More buildings—churches
and manses—are required, especially in the
North-West. At least 28 new churches
were built last year, some large and costly,
some small and cheap to suit new communi-
tes. It is in the crection of small and
cheap churches that extension is chiefly
required. The number of fammilies reported 1s
6,165,—an aggregate undoubtedly short of
the reality. There are many families pro-
‘esing to be Presbyterians who are still
outside of our congregations. The figures
of the census show that there is a Presby-
terian population exceeding by many thou-
sands the number reported to the General
Asembly. We know of cases, not a few,
where families who do mnot support ordi-
nances are excluded from our returns.
They are Presbyterians ; they awend public
worship, at least occasionally ; their children
attend Sabbath-school; yet on account of
their not adding to the financial strengib of
the congregation they are not counted. It
vould be better to count all, and return all,
tven if a note should have to be made of

the unfruitfulness of a certain number. We
must not forget that there are in even the
oldest Provinces within the bounds of our
Assembly scatiered families of Presbyterians
who are as sheep without a shepherd. Our
ruling elders are returned at 4,376. The
actual number is nearly, if not quite, 4,800.
These are spiritual officers. If the energies
of such a host were duly awakened and
directed what a blessing they would prove
to the Church of God ! Over 36,000 of our
people attend the weekly prayer meeting,—
a goodly numtar, truly; yet not what it
ought to be. Over 10,000 of our members
are engaged in Sabbath-school instruction,
and their pupils number nearly 92,000.
The importance of this work will be seen
when we remember that many receive mo
religious instruction oxcept what they re-
ceive in the Sabbath-school. It were well
that tho great truths of Christianity were
taught in our day schools ; it were infinitely
better tkat such teaching were daily imparted
in all our families. But the sad truth is
that the religious training of the young is
neglected in multitudes of families; and
it can hardly be said to be attended to in
our public schools. How enormous there-
fore the work on the hands of our Sabbath-
school teachers! Missionary Associations
number 343. From the efficiency of the
societies there need be mo hesitation in
urging that their number be greatly in-
creased. There should be such a society in
every congregation unless, indeed, the
whole congregation bo itself a Missionary
Association ! The Church paid her ministry
a total of $566,934, being an average of
nearly $800 to each pastor. This is a marked
improvewnent upon the past. Total reported
for all congregational purposes, $1,170,095.
For Colleges we raised $46,568,—not an
extavagant sum considering what our col-
leges are doing and what we expect them
to do in coming years. The average contri-
bution for stipend over the Church at large,
was $8.20 per family, and $4.82 per com-
municant. The largest average was in New-
foundland Presbytery, being $17.13 per
family. The lowest was Victoria and Rich-
mond, $3.62 per family. For the schemes
of the Church the average all over the
Church was $2.61 per family, and $1.63 per
communicant. For all purpoies the contri-

bution per family wes $20¢ 47; and per
communicant, §12.04. It is gratifying that

—— e amen s = -
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we can note a steady growth in the grace of
liberality. In the first year after the Union
of 1875 the total income was $982,672.
There has been a steady increase every year,
so that in 1883-84 we huve 81,466,722,
‘We hope that the report of the committee
on Statistics will be extensively and care-
fully read when the minutes are issued.
These figures ought to be weighed by all,
especially by those who think that with re-
gard to liberality the Church has reached the
limit of ber ability. They will be able to
say with grateful hearts, “The Lord bath
been mindful of us; He will bless us.”

CaurcE OPENINGS.—The Superintendent
of Missions opened a church at Green-
ridge, Manitoba, on the last Sabbath of June.
There was a lar,. congregation at both
diets of worship and the collections were
liberal. The building is a frame structure,
24 by 40 feet, neat and substantial, with a
seating capacity of 175. Itis free of debt
with the exception of $500 from the Build-
ing Fund, and the remaining instalments
of the subscription list cover this amount.
Greeriidge is an important agricultural
district, lying east of Dominion City, which
is the market town. Dominion City has a
tasteful and comfortable church too. Each
of the two congregations has a flourishing
Sabbath-school and Bible-class. Mr. Munro
of Queen’s College is the missionary this
season and is doing good work, but the
congregation should have a settled pastor at
the expiration of his time. On Sabbath
June 29th, the new church at Moncton was
dedicated to the public worship of God.
Rev. A. J. Mowatt preached morning and
evening, and Professor Forrest in the after-
noon. The dedication prayer was offered
by the pastor, Rev. Joseph Hogg. The new
church is large, substantial, and elegant,
with sittings for about 1000 people. It cost
about $25,000. It has suitable rooms for
Sabbath-school, Bible-class, and Social meet-
ings. During the nine years that Mr. Hogg
has been pastor, the town has largely in-
creased in population, and the membership
of the Church has grown from 49 to 265.

Baimisg CoruMBia. — During the past
month two admirable appointments have
been made. Mr. J. S. McKay succeeds
Rev. R. Jamieson in St. Andrew’s Church,
New Westminster, and the Rev. D. Fraser,
M.A., of Mount Forest, has accepted the
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call of the Home Mission Committes to
Pandora Street Church, Victoria. This is
the first minister of our Church ever settled
over this congregation. , We hope soon to
see sll the congregations in Britsh Colum-
bia in one presbytery. The ccmpletion of
the Canada Pacific Railway -vill tend 1o
strengthen the bond of union with the
older provinces from ap ecclestastical .
well as political point ~f view.

ORDINATIONS AND INDUCTIONS.

RoxsorovcH, Glen}garry: — Mr. John Mc-
Kenzie, formerly of Hampden, Quebec, was in-
ducted on the 24th of June.

St. ANprEws’ CHUrcH. NEW WESTMINSTER,
B.C.:—Mr. J. 8. McKay, M.A., was ordained or,
the 17th of June.

STOUFFVILLE, Toronto: — Mr. T. Nixon, was
ordained and inducted on the 19th of June.

Deer Park, Toronto:— Mr. G. E. Freemay
was ordained and inducted on the 8th of Julr.

Linpsay, Lindsay :—Mr. Daniel McTavish,
M. A,, was ordained and inducted on the 17th
of June.

SuspEzLAND AND VROOMANTON, Lindsay.—
Rev. A. Stevenson, formerly of St. Vincent.
Owen Sound, was inducted on the 24th of Jun:

CARTWRIGHT AND BaLLyDUFF, Peterboro —
Mr. Geo. McKay, formerly = Gsgoode, was i
ducted ou the 15th of July.

MvsctoposoirT Harsor, Halifax :—Mr. Jame
Auderson was ordained and inducted on the 234
of July.

St. Jaues, St. John:— Mr. J. A. F. Suther
land was inducted on the 17th of July.

St. MaRY’s, Pictou: —Mr, John Ferry wa-
ordained and inducted on the 156th of July.

WipDER St., ST. MARY’S, Stratford: — Mr.J.
A_Turnbull, formerly of Goderich, was inducied
on the 8th of July.

W AKEFIELD, Ottawa: — Mr. R. Gambie was
ordained and inducted on the 8th of July.

CarLs: Mr. Fisher has declined the call w
Carlton and Chebogue. Mr. Ferry has accepted
the call to St. Mary’s, Pictou. Mr. Stewart has
declined the call to Cardigan and Dundas, P. E.
Island ; and Mr. A. F. Colter that to Streetsville,
Toronto. Mr.John Campbell has been called to
Granton and Lucan, Straiford; Mr. W.H. W.
Boyle to Streetsville, Toronto, and Mr. A. T.
Love to St. Andrew’s Church, Quebec.

Deuissions: Mr. R. Gamble, Pandora St., Vie
toria, B.C. Mr. K. Maclenunan, M. A, St. James
Church, Charlottetown, P. E. 1.

RxsiGNaTioNs: — Mr. W. E. McKay has re
signed luis charge of Knox Church, Caledon.
Toronto ; and Mr. A. M_McClelland has resigoed
Russel aud Metcalfe, Oitaica.
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Erclegingtiral Pews,

ﬁHE Church of Scotland Foreign Mission
committee and the Assembly had last
year to grapple with difficulties in Africa, and
this year with difficulties in Calcutta. However,
both troubles are safely over. Dr. Scott in his
report said :—The income at home and abroad
amounted to £23,337 17s. 3d., and the expendi-
ture to £23,323 14s. 6d.—giving a balance of
£14 28, 9d. Tie actual oidering trom the Church
in 1883 was £11,290 4s. 3d. In the previous
year the amount was £11,633 11s.—a decrease
of £343 6s. 9d. The offering from the Church
in 1883 was, as above, £11,290 4s. 3d.; addin
interest, &c., received, £546 19.8 84, the tota
was £11,837 5s. 11d. The expenditure from
home amonuted to £14,430 12s. 9d., so that the
excess of expenditure over iucome was £2,593-
8s 104. Had it not been for legacies received
during the year, amounting to £2,733 11e. 10d.,
the committee would have had a very serious
deficit to report. The comittee believed that
the reason why the work of thc commitiee was
not expanding was to be found in the fact that
under the present arrangements the work could
not properiy be done. The committee agreed
that a convener should be appointed who could
devote the whole of his time and attention to
the prosccution of the scheme, and that the
work of the secretary and treasurer should be
rearranged. Dr. Scottsresignation was accepted.
The Colunial committee in their report ex-
ress special interest in the efforta made by
re~byterians in the Dominion, in Queen’s Uni-
versity and College, Kingston, and in the other
Theolugical Colleges of the Church, to train
students for the work of the ministry in
Canada. And they are glad to know that their
efforts are very successful. It may be remem-
bered that Qucen’s College was last Kear speci-
ally mentioned ¢ as in a eense the child of the
Church of Scotland,” and a hope was expressed
that some way would be found of continuing
the interesting connection between it and the
Church. The epiritual necessities ot the enor-
mous North-West Territories have suggested
such a connecting link ; and quite recently the
committee have made ‘ a grant of £50 to the
Bursary and Scholarship committee of Queen’s
College, Kingston, to aid in assisting students
for the mini-try attending that institution, when

they are anpulgycd in the Home Mission fields of

Manitoba and the North-West”> While this
grant directly benefits those districts of Canada
to which the committee are required specially
to direct their attention in the way of gn'iuf, it
at the same time preserves a certain bond of
union between Queen's University and the
Church of Scotland. It :3 be added that
Principal Grant has expres his gratification
and gratitude for this expression of good feel-
ing on the part of the committee to the uni-

versity over which he so worthily presides.
Besides this grant, the committee have recently :

made a grant of £50 to Manitoba College, Win-
nipeg, and £50 to the Home Mission of the
Pres )!']terian Church in_Canada for Manitoba
and the North-West. They have also made
several grants of £20 to assist in sending rinis-
teriil labourers to these important fields of
work.

The entire income of the Free Church for
the past ecclesiastical year was £628,000 stg.
While this noble aggregate is most encouraging
there is some anxiety regarding the Sustentation
fund. The sum raised for this fund was
£160,000 from congregations, exclusive of dona-
tions from other sources. Of this amount £65,
000 came from six of the larger towns. Itis
evident that if the practice hould grow in these
centres of wealth and population of increasing
the income of their own ministers at the ex-
pense of the general fund, the position of the
country ministers will be very seriously affected.
The question has an interest beyond the bounds
of the Free Church itself. The success of Dr.
Chalmers’ great scheme was looked upon as
solving one of the most difficult problems in
connection with the maintenance of religion on
a national scale on a purely voluntary basis.
Other Presbyterian Churches have followed the
examgle,—-t e English, the Irish and the Austra-
lian Churches especially. Should there be a
ioinz-hack in Scotland, the effect elsewhere can

ardly fail to be injurious. The Free Church
has appointed Mr. Drummond, Professor of
Natural Science in the Glasgow College—one
member of the Church having given £6,000 to
endow the chair. A comuuttee of Assembly
has been appointed to consider the best way of
dealing with inefficient ministers. The mission-
ary meeti:fs this year in connection both with
the United Presbyterian Synod and the Free
Church Assembly were unusually interesting.
Men from fields of foreign labour widely apari
from each other, and in many respects of different
character, told the tale of what they had seenor
done. Veteran forms appeared in Mr. Paton,
an old man with a snowy rd, who had come
all the way from the New Hebrides to ask for
money to buy a chip to help in evangelising the
islands ; and in Mr. Anderson, from Old Cala-
bar, who had last seen the Synod forty-five
years before. These and others were listened to
with breathless interest by crowded audiences
assembled in the two great halls belonging to
their respective churches. The annual reports
were algo in each case of a satisfactory character.
The income for the Foreign Mission fund in the
United Presbyterian Church amounted to £39,-
124, towards which all the 683 congregations of
the Church had subscribed except 18. The
amount cuntributed in the Free Church for mis-
sions to the heathen was £86,966; and with the
addition of what was raised for the Jews, the
Countinent and the Colonies, the sum reached
£101,378. The income of the Established
Church for mis+ions was £33,000.

We learn with regret that the number of
Presbyterians in Ireland is gradually decreasing;
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but though this is the fact the revenues of the
Church are increasing. The last annual report
sayvs:—This year our fumilies are 78,052 in
number, 236 fewer than last vear; our com-
municants 101,403, a loss of 937; and our
stipend payers 64,464, which is less Ly 1,086
than the number returned in 1883. But our in-
come this vear is £150,272, an increase of £1,-
056, and within £4,000 of the sumn reached in
our most prosperous financial year, 1879. The
sum returned to our commnittee for missions
shows a falling of £456, the amount being £12,-
796, but in alf other particulars of our regular
income there is an increase. The contributors
to the Sustentation fund are fast increasing in
number. This year they are 42,020, as against
40,220 last year. There are one or two con-
gations which can make no return under
this head, on account of the manuer in which
their offerings to the fund are collected ; so that
rhaps it would not te too much to say that
43,000 or 44,000 of our 64,000 stipend pavers
are now contributing to rustentation. The
area from which the support of this fund is
drawn is thus rapidly widening; and though
some of our largest givers pass away from time
to time, this fact makes the future hopeful
The missionary zeal of the Church is evi-
dently not waxing cold, but, on the contrary, is
showing increasing warmth. The income for
mission purposes has steadily advanced from
£8,846 in 1830-81 to £12,937 in 1883-84 The
Rev. Dr. Steveason, in submitting the Forei
Mission l:?ort, spoke of the fresh ste e
Church had been able to take, and of what yet
remained for them to do. He said— - The re
inforcements sent last year have enabled our
brethren in India to re-establish our old mission
centre at Rajkot, and meanwhile to place there
a force of two missionariee. Provision has also
been made for the growth of our work at Bha-
voagar. We have been able and thankful to
fill up some gaps in the old lines; but we are
neible for a far larger advance. Itisleft
to our Church toevangelise the entire of Gujarat,
and if we are prepared to carry out this blessed
trust, we must also be prepared to do far greater
things. We have gmed a firm footing, repre-
sented by our 1,331 baptised Christians, and
besides these, our 679 adherents, and by the
2426 boys and girls who attend our schools ;
but what we have gained iz only a steppiog-
stone to the seven millions that are still non-
Christian in Gujarat. The vast region of Man-
tchuris is only opening to us, aud already, on
the frontier of it, Cores, with its population of
twelve millions, ie letting down the barriers that
had kept out the Gospel. Our efforts have not
yet spproached within measurable distance of
finality ; and year afler year we must expe~t to
hear the cry, not from our (0o few missionaries
only, but from innumerable and sppealing pro-
vidences of God—*Speak unto the children of
lsrael, that they go forward.”

The General Assembly of the Welsh Presh
terian Church was heid in Liverpool eug

in June. It was largely attended. It is one of the
most evangelical branches of the Presbyteria:.
family. v. Thomas Duncan, late of Halifax,
has been called to the Bridge of Weircongregu-
tion, Paisley Presbytery, Scotland. The eminent
evangelist, Dr. Somerville of Glasgow, has re-
cently held a very successful series of meeting=
at Derry. The largest available buildings were
much more than filled. A mission on the bor-
ders of the Sea of Galilee is to be commenced
forthwith by the Free Church. Tiberias is the
chosen site of the mission.

IrRELAND. — The General Assembly of the
Presbyterian Church in Ireland meton the 2od
of June, in the city of Londonderry, and eat
until the afternoon of the 11th. The moderator,
Dr. H. B. Wil<on, to the regret of all, was un-
able through illness to be present, go Dr. T. Y.
Killen his predecessor in office preached the
sermon and coustituted the Assembly. The
Rev. J. M. Rodgers, of Great James St. Church.
Londonderry, was elected to preside this year.
Mr. Rodgers 13 fully thirty years in the ministry.
When quite young and fresh out of college he
was elected by the congregation of 1st Hiirea to
succeed his father, who died suddenly the ycar
before at the sittings of the Assembly. Fifteen
yearsago he wastranslated to his present charyc
as successor of Dr. James Denbam. He made
an excellent moderator. The reports presented
to Assembly were very encouraging in ther
nature. There were duputies present from
Scotland, from France, from the Southern Colo
nies, from the New Hebrides, and from Canada.
Dr. Horatius Bonar headed the deputation from
the Free Church. Dr.J. M. King represented
Capada. The irrepressible Organ Question wus
debated once again and very keenly. Dr. Petu-
grew moved thatiustructions begiven to Presby-
teries to deal for the last time with ministers and
congregntions where organs are used, and if
the 1nstruments be not silenced within a certain
period said ministers and congregationa to be
cut off from the church. Mr. Morrell of Dun-
gannon, moved in amendment that no disciphn-
ary measures be taken. The most brllfmm
speech of the debate was by Mr. R. J. Lynd whe
now fills the pulpii which Dr. Henry Cuke
adorned for pearly forty years. Mr. Lvii's

h was a powerful and pathetic plea for
liberty. The amerdment was carried {;y 21 of
a majority. There were 611 votes recorded.
The death of Rev. John Macnaughton was
referred to in euitable terms. He began his
ministry in London, then was settled in Paicley
where he tock part in the disruption controversy
and came out with the bulk of his congregatm.
There are not a few still living in Canada whe
remember his preaching and speeches nearly
forty years ago. For the last 36 or 37 yecars he
was minister of Rosemary St., Belfast, the aldest
congregation in the city belonging to the Gen-
eral Assembly. He was a preacber of the very
bighest class, and a5 a platform orator he has
seldom been su . He was very much
beloved and looked up to in Ireland. The
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Mayors of both Belfast and Londonderry are
leal hearted members of the Presbyterian
Church. Mr. Robert McVicar, Mayor of the
latter, entertained the whole Assemb!y to break-
fa~t one morning in the Corporation Hall. The
Mayor of Belfast was knighted the other
{ay. Sir David Taylor was prominent in doing
licnour to the Council which met in Belfast in
the end of June. A son of his is one of the
ministers of Comber, which i3 a few miles out of
Belfart. H.

Tae PresyTEriay Cooxcir.—The Council
met at Belfast on the 2d June, in St. Enoch's
Cliurch. Dr. Watts preached the opening ser-
mon, Text, Rev. 5: 6,7. On the evening of the
lay of opening Sir. David Taylor, Mayor of
Belfast, held a reception to which all the mem-
bers were invited. The Cumberland Presby-
terian Church was aditted as a membter of the
Alliance. A fraternal message was received
from the Methodist Conference, and the Corm-
mittee sent with the message were most cordially
received. IL wan resolvea to raise £5,000 to
sid the Reformed Church in Bohemia. The
discussions were varied and able, as were to be
expected. A large gathering of Scotch-Irish
was held, which was one of the most striking
features of the Belfast season.

U~N1tED PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF AMERICA.—
The General Assembly of this Church had a
very fine meeting this year, excepting the de-
bates and divisions on the Organ Question. This
troublesome question is left as it was—the
Assembly refusing to retrace its steps. The
Anti-Organ party intend holding a convention
this fall to decide what they are to do—whether
tv secede or to continue in the U. P. Church.

Tae work in Mexico grows in interest.
‘The Southern Presbyterian churches there
have over three hundred communicants.
The Presbytery of Tamavlipas was organized
on the 21st of April. It is composed ex-
clusively of Mexicans.

LorD ABERDEEN, in a missionary mect-
ing, referring to the complaint sometimes
made that great efforts are put forth with-
out corresponding results, said :—*“ I know
a man who in an address thus spoke,
 Thousands of pounds have been spent in
connection with this mission but I make
bold to say that if only one soul has been
converted through its agency the money has
been well spent.” One friend commenting
t another on this statement said, ¢ Do you
not think that was rather strong? Could
vou quite endorse that? * Yes,’ was the re-
ply: ‘I should quite agree with it, if the
one soul was my son.'”

Soreign Wission,

TRINIDAD.
RIR. MCLEOD thus writes, May 13th, after

@2~ ojving instructions on matters of busi-
ness. ‘‘Mr. Grant is off for the land of the
Mayflower. Our ordinary work is going on
as usual. The mission families are well, as
far as I know. The low price of sugaris
weighing on proprietors, planters and ship-
pers. The wet season is drawing mesr,
The church at Princestown is now being
covered in. I purchased the roofing yester-
day. Mr. Morton spent Friday night with
us, being down suppiying San Fernando for
Mr. Grant.” Mr. Wright writes from Couva,
April 19th : ¢ At California, last week, I met
with rather an unusual experience. I was
holding a wayside service with some Brah-
mins. A creole came along and rudely
snatched the Testament out of my hand and
commenced haranguing the people. I
told him I would not have interruption.
He got very abusive. I told him to walk
on or J would take legal steps. The Coolies
were anxious that I should permit them to
“Jick'im.” He went off. One of the Coolies
said to me, *“ Sahib, did God make that man$”
I think I may safely say that I have the
confidence ard good will of the Coolies in
Couva. The planters too I find very oblig-
ing and generous to me and to the work.
Mr. Grant is going home. I trust he will
have a good passage and much success. A
new house for him is an absolute necessity.
I question if there are many who would go
on, year after year, sufferingas he has done,
the inconvenience and danger of liviog in
a house where you can tear down rotten
stuff from the beams by handfuls, and with
a cane dislodge the end of the rafter. I
bope he will get a new house.”

Mr. Wright and his brethren will be
gratified and thankful to learn that this
want has been cordially met and provided
for by a vote of the General Assembly.

Recovery oF Miss Bracgapver. We
are happy to be able to state that Miss Black-
adder, who had obtained leave of absence,
has in good measure regained her health.
Under date May 13th, she writes from
Princestewn : “ I have had a very severe
attack of fever. For a fortnight I bad to
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be carried from room to room. I had the
best of treatment possible. Kind friends did
all they could for me while the fever lasted.
Then Mrs. Morton gave me an invitation to
visit ber. I did so, and rapidly gained
strength. My trunk was already packed to
leave the island, but I hope to be able to
finish out the year. The mnew churchi.
going up and will be a fine looking build-
ing. All the mission families are well and
working hard—too hard, I fear. Miss
Semple is a great success. In her school
youmight imagine you were in Truro Normal
School. Iam in danger justnow of envying
her the strength and energy which she has
for the Master’s service.”

Minvutes or Mission Councis: We give
the following extracts from minutes of the
Mission Council beld at Aronea, April 11-14:
Present, Messrs. Morton, Grant, Hendrie,
McLeod and Wright, and by invitation,
Rev. Alex. Falconer. Mr. McLeod reported
progress in church-building at Princestown.
Mr. Wright, having previously obtained the
consent of the several members of Council
to borrow money at six per cent interest
(with the expectation of its being raised
within a year by friends) to purchase land
and build thereon aschool-house in Calcutta
village, reported that he had done so and
his action was approved. Mr. McLeod re-
ported that he purchased a lot of land with
house on it, in Lingua, for $80, in a more
suitable place for the school. His aetion
was approved, and Mr. Morton was author-
ized to sign the deed of sale of former
school land and house in Lingua, the pro-
ceeds to be expended on the mewly pur-
chased premises. Mr. Morton reported the
completion of the Aronca school-house and
that the school will be transferred to it after
Easter holidays; and that application will
be at once made to have it placed on the
list of assisted schools. His action and
report were approved. Mr. Morton was
authorized to secure land from Government
in Tacarigua, and, if his estimate for 1884
be passed, to build therecon a school-house.
Mr. Grant reported the purchase by him of
a railway shed at Plaisance Bridge for
school purposes, at $120,and cost of refit-
ting at $35; that the roofing of Harmony
Hall school-house cost §105 ; that the new
Oropouch Church cost $1119.85 ; that the
materials of the Monkey Town school-house

used in erecting this church realized $200 .
that he received for this church the sum of
$497.59, leaving a balance of debt on the
church of $422.26, .

Mr. McLeod reported that the L. F. M. §,
of Durham N.S. were prepared to pay 85(
or $60 towards some missionary objeet in
Trinidad, and referred the matter to the
Council, who agreed that Mr. McLeod ad-
vise them to pay it to the F. M. B. towards
the salary of Miss Semple.

Mr. Grant laid plans of a new house for
the San Fernandc Missionary before the
Council. The Council, while not agreed to
accept any of the proposed plans in their en-
tirety, agreed to ask the F. M. B. for a grant
of two thousand five hundred dollars, to
build a house for the San Fernando Mis-
sionary.

Agreed to authorize Mr. Morton to apply
to the F. M. B. for a lady-teacher from Ca
nada for Aronca, it being expected that the
necessary funds will be supplied without
applying to the F. M. B. for a further grant
for this purpose, and without obtaining any
further aid within the bounds of the Synod
of the Maritime I'rovinces.

Mr. Grant reported his intention to go to
Canada with his family — according to pre-
vious intimation — about the end of April,
and that Presbytery had made the necessary
arrangements for supply in his absence.

The following minute was passed : “ This
Council, in reference to the departure ot
Rev. K. J. Grant, desire to express their ap-
preciation of him and of his labours in the
San Fernando district of the Canada Pres-
byterian Mission to East Indian immigrants
in Trinidad, and hope that he and his family
will be much benefited by the furlough, and
in the Providence of God return in due time
with renewed vigor to resume his labours.”

Mcr. Grant tendered his resignation of the
Chairmanship of the Mission Council, which
was accepted. Mr. McLeod tendered his
resignation of the Secretaryship of the Mis-
sion Council, which was accepted. Mr.
McLeod was appuinted Chairman, and Mr.
Wright Secretary of the Mission Council.

MiscELLANEOTS.

A Mission StEaMER—While our own
Church is aiding to secure a steamer, ** Day-
spring,” for our New Hebrides mission, it is
pleasing to see that other mission stramers
are to go forth on errands of mercy. A
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steamer i3 nearly completed for service in
Central Africa, in connection with the Uni-
vorsities Mission. It is 65 feet long and
draws, when fully loaded, & feet 6 inches.
She is to be made of mild steel, and her
geveral parts are constructed with the
utmost nicety and care, because she is to be
put togoether for the first time in Central
Africa. She goes out from England in
about eight hundred packages, averaging
some 56 1bs. each. These will be taken to
the mouth of the river Zambesi by the
ordinary mail-steamer, and there transferred
to the light draught-river launches for con-
veyance to the Murchison Rapids. Here
these hundreds of packages will be landed
and carried on the heads of porters past
the rapids, a distance of about seventy

miles. The several parts will then be put
together. Her light draught will enable

ber to navigate the Shiré river. On reach-
ing Lake Nyassa she will be ballasted and
loaded to her full drzught, and enter upon
her career as a missionary ship. Her name
isto be the Charles Janson, after a member
of the mission who lies buried on the shore
of the lake and who left his property to
promote the work.

Science.—The British Association for
the promotion of Science will meet in
Montreal towards the close of the present
month. The event will be memorable. Many
of the foremost men of science of Europe
md America will come together in our
commercial metropolis. The enlightened
Christian gladly welcomes all the light that
wience can bring and blesses God for it.
The Christian religion has nothing to fear,
tut much to hope from the revelations of
sience. It has been noted that the two
foremost scientific men of Germany, Virchow
aod Helmboltz, at the Edinburgh celebra-
tion, were at pains to express their impati-
ence of the “evolutionists,” who, without
ay surc basis of ascertained fact, have
playel into the hands of unbelievers.
Helmboltz again and again expressed in
i strongest terms his condemnation of
vhat he called the * false rationalism” of
these who have come to revolutionary con-
tlusions without scientific warrant; and
Virchow was at great pains to explain at
itnzth wherein he differed from Darwin.
4son: listened to such men speaking in
s way, (says the ¥. C. Record) and heard

Laveleye go further than any of his associ-
ates, and recommend the students in so
many words to * seek first the kingdom of
God,” it was impossible not to see in the
whole proceedings an indication that the
tide is turning, and that by-and-by it may
come to be not at all the phenomenon it
seems in some quarters to be regurded at
present, to be at once a profound philoso-
pher and an earnest Christian.

Mission HALLs.—An experiment is now
making in London to provide halls for wor-
ship and evangelistic work in the worst lo-
calities of London. It is supposed that the
lapsed masses will have less reluctance to
enter such halls than churches. In some
places similar experiments have becn succeas-
ful ; and there is reason to hope that several
congregations will be organized as the result
of the London effort. Is it not time for
large and wealthy congregations in cur own
country to undertake special work for their
poorer fellow-citizens? We have large con-
gregations in which the keenest scrutiny
would fail to discover a poor man or woman.
The poor will not come to these rich fash-
ionable churches. Now it would be “a
comely thing” if such congregations would
undertake, over and above their other work,
special missicn work among *he poor in
their own neighborhood. Itwill be a shame
and a disaster if we allow vast agaregates of
“lapsed ” people to abide in our new-world
cities. We have the example and the warn-
ing bLefore our eyes, furnished by the old-
world cities, how impossible it is to overtike
the heathenism which has developed so rap-
idly and to proportions so momentous in
London, Liverpool, Glasgow, and evcn in
Edinburgh? Let us be wise in time.

Scorrisa CIVILIZATION AND RELIGION.—A¢
the magnificent celebration of the three-
hundredth year of the University of Edin-
burgh, Count Saffi, the eminent Italian pa-
triot, and man of science, said : * The grand,
the noble, the inspiring feature which struck
me chiefly in this celebration was the union
—the intimate union — between religion,
patriotism, and science — (loud cheers) —
which has presided over all the proceedings
connected with this festivity. It is one
great want, I am sorry to say, in Catholic
countries, owing to the decay of the old be-
lief and the want of the substitution of a
new one, that we labour under a complete
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deficiency of true, real, genuine faith. And
that is what makes our great weakness.
Now, I am happy to take home to my coun-
trymen your noble cxample, and to try to
inspire them with the necessity of the union
to which I have alluded — (cheers) — the
union of the moral element with the scien-
tific and the merely intellectual.” Professor
Vera of Naples sail: “One of the main
features — nay, I would say the character-
istic feature of the University of Edinburgh
is that she is a genuine oftshoot of the Re-
formation. Now, though I was not born in
a Protestant country, I must confess that I
have always been an admirer of the Reform-
ation as it has taken place in Germany and
England. It is my deep conviction that the
#pirit of the Reformation is the new spirit
of the world—that is, it has ingrafted upon
humanity a deeper life, both religious and
scientitic, and that it has laid the foundation
upon which the great nations — the nations
that represent and embody the leading spirit
of mankind — must stand and grow and go
forward ; and this, my conviction, I have
endeavoured to impress, as far as it lies in
my power, upon my countrymen.” Canada
— America — too must advance on the lines
of the great Reformation; otherwise its
career will be short, and its destiny dis-
astrous. France rejected the Reformation
and the consequence was the French Re-
volution. If Quebec continue to reject the
Reformation it too must face the certainty
of revolution, which will shatter to the foun-
dation the stately fabric of mediaevalism,
now 8o seemingly powerful.

A goop Wesleyan Methodist in England
a few weeks ago, in forwarding a thank of-
fering for the Home Mission Fund added
these words, “ I believe the resurrection is
very near, and I would not like Christ to
find e with much earthly coin.”

Saip the Rev. Mr. Henry, a Presbyterian
missionary from China at Saratoga:—
“There are about fifteen million women
and children in China ready to receive in-
struction. There have been started in Can-
ton and vicinity twenty-five schools for
girls with from fifteen to forty pupils in |
each. They are taught for the most part by
pupils instructed in the boarding schools '
previously established. = Nine-tenths. of !
those educated have become Christians.” |

Seetings of Bresbyteries,

8t. Jonw, July 1: — A deputation from the
Woman’s Home Mission Association asked and
obtained leave to organize auxiliary associa-
tions. Arrangements were made with a view
to tune retirement of Rev. Lewis Jack from
the active duties of the ministry, and his bLeine
placed on the Aged and Infirm Ministers Fund
—leave having been granted by the Geners)
Assembly to that effect. A committee wasap
pointed to wait on the Chief Justice, with a view
to the rettlement of the affairs of Calvin Church,
The application of Rev. Godfrey Shore for the
position of Presbytery’s Home Missionary was
accepted, and arrapgements were made for his
induction to that office. The commitwwe ap

"pointed to induct Rev. J. McG. Mackay reported,

and their report was approved. A call to Rey,
J. A. F. Sutherland from St. James was sue
tained. It was accepted by Mr. Sutherland,and
his induction was appointed to take place on the
17th July. Jares Benner. Clk,

Picrov, Juiy 1:— Mr. Sinclair was elected
moderator for the year, and Mr. McCurdy clerk,
Moderation in calls was granted to the congre
gations of Antigonish and Stellarton. Mr. Ferry
intimated his acceptance of the call to St. MarvY,
and arrangements were made for his ordinaiios
and induction. A call from North Svdney to Dr.
Murray was placed in his hands. He reque-ted
further time for consideration. The committee
appointed to visit Scotsburn and Saltsprings w:th
a view to uniting the congregations, reported re
commending that no change be made in existing
arrangements. A Presbyterial conference on the
state of religion was appointed to be held on the
afternoon of the next day of regular mecting. 4
motion will be considered at next mect:ng, to
provide for travelling expenses of commis-ivners
to the Geperal Assembly. E.A.McCurwr, Clk.

. P. E. Isaxp, June 24: — The Preshvterv met
in Charlottetown. Rev. W. P. Arclubald was
chosen moderator and Rev. J. M. Macleod clerk
for the current year. Mr. Stewart declined the
call to Cardigan and Dundas. The resignativn
of the pastoral charge of St. James Church a-
tendered by Rev. K. Maclennan, and accepted by
Presbytery. Moderation in a call was granted w
Richmond Bay. The following supplement=were
applied for: $200 for Tryon an | Eonshuw;slso
for Covehead; §150 for Tignish, Montruse and
Elmsdale. J. M. Macreon, Clk

Havrrax, July 8: — Presbytery met in Poplar
Grove Church. Professor Forrest was clected
moderator for the ensuing year, and Mr. Simpsn
clerk. Mr. Fisher declined the call to Carlwn
and Chebogue. Moderation in a call was granted
to West Cornwallis. Rev. William Hamiltoo
certificates from the Free Church wer~ read, snd
the Home Mission Committee recommenied to

lace him upon the list of probationer~. Mr.
ames Anderson accepted the call to Musquodo-
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boit Harbor. His trials were heard and sustained,
and his ordination and induction appointed to
take place on the 23d July. A. Sixesox, Clk.

Moxrrear, July 8: — Professor Coussirat was
elected moderator for next half year. Mr. War-
den reported in regard to augmentation.scheme.
Certain reductions in grants were recommended
and arrangements made for visiting congrega-
tions. Mr. R. Campbell presented report of City
Mission Committee, showing the work to be pro-
gressing hopefully. It was resolved to have a
special collection for City Mission fund at all
missionary meetings in the Presbytery tnis year.
An application was received from several French
Protestant families for leave to erect a mission
building at Lake View. Messra. McCaul, Mo-
Laren, and Dryden were appointed an interim
session for West Farnham. Mr. Bouchard was
appointed to Rawdon for three months, and it
was resolved to open & French preaching station
at Hochelaga, under the care of Rev. R. P. Du-
clos. The treasurer’s boolss were audited by Mr.
J. Tasker. Standing committees were appointed
for the year with the following conveners: Home

ion, Mr. R. H. Warden ; City Mission, Mr. R.
Campbell; Augmentation, Mr. A. B. Mackay;
Statistics, Mr. J. Patterson; Protestant Educe-
tion, Mr. W.J. Dey; 8abbath-Schools, Mr. W.
R. Cruikshank ; Temperance, Mr. J. J. Casey;
Btate of Religion, Mr. T. Cumming; Examina-
tion of Students, Mr. J. Watson.

J. PartErsoxn, Clk.

PrrersoroveH, July 1:—A call from Cart-
wright and Ballyduff to Rev. G. McKay, late of
etcalf, was sustained and accepted. Arrange-
ments were made for Mr. McKay’s induction on
the 15th July. A petition was presented from
Campbellford, asking to be erected into a
separate, self-enstaining charge. All parties in-
terested are to be heard at next ordinary meet-
ing of Presbytery. Arrangements were made
to vieit' the several Mission fields within the
E;unglstebaefore nt?t: mfeeting. Committees were
d on 8 of religion, temperance, and
Sabbath schools. M. Bm‘?)ren‘rr, Clk.

GLANGABRY : 8fA July :—Mr. Jobn Ferguson
was appointed moderator for twelve months.
Reports were heard from the various standin
committees. The state of religion within the
bounds was enconragmg. The Presbytery’s
Comumittee on the state of religion will prepare
the questions on the subject for this year. The
8abbath-schools are in a prosperous condition.
There are 43 and all reported. They contributed
$388 for a chapel in Formosa, and almost an
equal amount for French Evangelization. The
Committee on Statistics show that notwithstand-
ing emigration, the number of families is not
much lessened from what it was the preceding
year. An application from Mr. Donald A. Mc-
Lean, lately of Yale College and a licentitate of
the Congregational Church U. 8. A.,to be re-

ceived into the Presbyterian Church, was refer-
red to a committee to report at mext !
meeting. Rev, Mr. Fraser gave notice of motion

for the reconsideration of the manner of ratin
congregations for the Presbytery and Synod
Fund. It was resolved to have a Presbyterial
visitation of every congregation in the bounds
once in every three years, taking a certain num-
ber each year. The manner of conductin
funerals was discussed, and the matter entrusted.
to a committee to report at next meeting.

W. A. Laxg, Clk.

MarrLaND : 8th July :—Commissioners to the-
General Assembly reported their diligence in.
attendance on that Court. Mrs. Harvie addressed
the Presbytery in connection with the formation.
of a Woman’s Forei%;; Missionary Presbyterial
Society. A vote of thanks was tendered to her
for her excellent address and permission given
to form such a society. The Treasurer of the
Presbytery gave in his yearly report. A confer-
ence on the miesions. of the Church was held
and addresses given by Messrs. Brown, McRae,.
and Harrison. Standing committees for the
Presbytery for the year were aEpoinwd. The
state of St. Andrew’s Church, Kincardine, was
considered. The mode of appointing committees:
to the General Assembly was deferred till next
meeting. R. Lizask, Clk.

BroockviLLE PRrEsBYTERY.—The Rev. G. D.
Bayne, of Morrisburg, Ont., has been a foinbed
clerk of the Presbytery of Brockville. 1 com-
munications intended for the said Presbytery
must be forwarded in future to his address.

ToroxNTO, June 4: —Mr. J. S, Mackay, M. A,
probationer, having accﬁ)ted an appointment to-
the vacant charge of New Westminster, B.C.,
his ordination was appointed to take place in
Knox Church, Toronto, on the 17th June. A
call from Stouffville to Mr. J. Nixon, proba-
tioner, was sustained and accepted, and the or-
dination appointed for the 19th June. A call
from Deer Park to Mr. G. E. Freeman was sus-
tained and accepted, and the ordination fixed for
the 8th of July. Intimation was received that
the call from Streetsville to Rev. A, F'. Colter had
beendeclined. Rev. A. Gilray, convener, read the
annual report of the H. M. committee, setling
forth that ten stations had been supplied during
the year, two of them being now on the eve of

€ | gettlement, and that both for Home Mission

work and augmentation the Presbytery had
contributed $12,167.05 during the year.
R. MoNTEATH, Clk,

ToroNTO, July 8:—Rev. E. D. McLaren re-
K;)rted.moderatin in & call from Streetsville to

r. W. H W, ﬂoyle, probationer, with pro~
mise of $1000 as stipend, together with a manse.
The call was sustained and in the event of Mr.
Boyle accepting i&:rmngen_:ent.s were made for
his ordination. . P, Nicol was appointed
interim moderator of the seesion of Weston and
Woodbridge, and was also authorized to moder-
atein a call. A bly to leave §iven by the
General Assembly, Mr.” Walter Reid, after an-
swering the usual questions, was received as a
minister of the church. A letter was read from
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‘Mr. W. E. McKay, tendering the_resignation of
his charge at Knox Church, Caledon. he clerk
was instructed to notify the congregation and
10 cite them to appear for their interests at next
.ordinary meeting. Mr. G. E. Freeman read his
germon on trial for ordination, which was ap-
proved of, and in the evening he was ordained
and inducted minister of Deer Park.
R. MoxTeATH, Clk.

Loxpox, July 8 :—Committees were appointed
for the year with conveners 83 follows: Home
Mission, Mr. J. Rennie; Sabbath School, Mr. A,
Henderson; State of Religion, Mr. W. 8. Ball;
Temperance, Mr. K. McDonald ; Examination of
Students, Dr. Proudfoot ; Business, Mr. G, Suth-
erland. A deputation was appointed to meet
with the congregation of Burns’ Church and St.
Andrew’s Church, Glencoe, as to union of the
congregations. Leave for moderation in & call
at Port Stanley was granted.

CratHAN, July 8:—A committee was ap-

inted to assess the congregations for the pay-
ment of the travelling expenses of cominls
sioners to the General semblxy. It was
a to consider the “remit® on mar
riage with a_deceased wife’s sister at the next
regular meeting. A committee was appointed to
prepare questions on the state of religion, and to
report at the meeting of Presbytery in Septem-
ber. The Presbyterians in Essex Centre were
granted liberty to erect a church edifice there,
and if necessary, to borrow $700. Mr. F.B.
Stewart was appointed to receive communica-
tions from congregations desirous of organizing
classes for instruction in sacred music. Inas-
much as the Canada temperance act is soon to
be submitted to the electors of the County of
Kent, a motion recommending the members of
our church, electors in the county, to vote for
said act, was carried unanimously. It was also
;ﬁreed that all the sessions within the bounds of

e Presbytery be enjoined to lay before their
several congregations the deliverances of the
General Assembly anent temperance, and the
desecration of the Lords day. At its mext re-
gular meeting the Presbytery will hold a con-
ference on temperance. %’ W ALKER, CTh.

OweN Souxp, July 1:—Rev. H. Currie was a
pointed moderator. Arrangements were made
for dispensing Sacraments in all Mission fields,
and commissroners appointed to visit them be-
fore the September meeting of Presbytery. A
committee was appointed to visit Euphrasia and
Holland, St. Vincent and Sydenham, and Wood-
ford congregations with the view of consolidat-
ing, 8o a8 to save the Augmentation fund. The
application for the division of Keady charge was
held over till next meeting. Instructions were

iven to all congregations to send in a collection

or assembl de%egatee expenses 88 500N &8 PO8-
sible to Mr. McLaren the treasurer. A resolution
was passed, expressing satisfaction that the Scott
act i8 about to be submitted to the county of Grey
for itaadoption, and commendingitto the Buéxort
of the congregations. J. SoMERVILLE, Clk.

Hurox, July 8:—Elders commissions were re-
ceived and roll made up. Standing committees
were appointed. The congregation of Knox
Church, Goderich, and associated congregations,
having resolved not to call & successor to Mr.
Turnbull as colleague and successor to Dr, Ure,
made arrangements to procure an assistant. Mr.
A.McGilvray tendered resignation of his charge
of the Gaelic Mission, Goderich.

A, MoLzax, Clk.

StrATFORD, July 8:— Rev. John Kay moder-
ator; elders commissions from nine con,
tions were received. A motion to change 39
mode of appointing delegates by rotation to the
General Assembly was considered, when it was
agreed that these sppointments hereafter be
made according to date of induction in the Pres-
bytery, and not, as formerly, the date of ordina-
tion, A deputation from Linwood was heard re-
garding the erection of & station there, and a
committee was appointed to visit the fleld and
report at next meet.ini. Messrs. Russell,
Fo_rrest,‘Turnbull, Fletcher, and Thompeon
being %resent, were invited to sit and corr nd
with the Presbytery. The induction of Mr. J.
Turnbull, L. L. B., was proceeded with; Mr.
Geo. Chrystal preached, Mr. Wright presided
and inducted Mr. Turnbull to the pastoral
charge. Mr. Gordon addressed the newly in-
ducted minister, and Mr. Tully the people. The
Presbytery nominated standing committees for
the current year. A call from Granton and
Lucan was laid upon the table in favor of
Mr. John Campbell, licentiate. It was signed by
ninety-five members and eleven adherents.
The people promises $600 per annum The
call was sustained and transmitted to Mr. Camp-
bell. The Home Mission committee was in-
structed to make application to the gngmen-
tation fund on behalf of this field. Parties were
alfpo:_nted to conduct the examination of Mr. A.

amilton, who made ag lication to be licensed.

. F. ToLwy, Clk. p. &

MEETINGS OF PRESBYTERIES.
Lindsay, Woodville, 26th August, 11 a.z.
Peterborough, Port Hope, First church, 23rd

September, 10.30 a.m.

Chatﬁ)&m , Chatham,First church, 9th September,
am. .,
Montreal, David Morrice Hall, 7th October,

10 a.m.
Pictou, New Glasgow, 2nd September, 9.30 a.m.
Londloln, London, First church, 2nd September,
a.m.
Toroix{o, Toronto, Knox church, 2nd September,
a.m.
Owen Sound, Owen Sound, Division 8t. church,
16th September, 1.30 p.m.
Ottavlv;, Uttawa, Bank St. church, 5th August,
a.m.
Huron, Clinton, Willis church, 9th September,

10 a.m.
Stratford, 9th September.
Maitland, Brussels, 16th September, 1.30 p.m.
Glengarry, Alexandris, 16th September, 11 ..
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Srench Evangelization,

Qﬁl"‘HE following report concerning Namur,

Quebee, one of the French Mission
Stations of the Presbyterian Church in Ca-
nada, was read at a recent meeting of the
Montreal Presbyterian Woman's Missionary
Society. The writer is the wife of a re-
spected elder of St. Gabriel Church, Mont-
real. Of French Roman Catholic descent
she was many years ago brought to the
knowledge of the truth, and spends a large
portion of her time in seeking to advance
the cause of French Canadian Evangeliza-
tion. The report, in abreviated form, is
published at the request of many of the la-
dies of the Woman’s Missionary Society : —

To the Ladies Missionary Association of the
Presbyterian Church of Canada: —

Haviog been repeatedly asked to give a report
of the French Presbyterian Mission in Namur,
I will try here to do so. It will necesearily be a
somewhat long report, covering as it does an in-
terval of seven years.

Ihad vo idea, when I undertook to help in
this special work, how it would grow day by
day. I fear that if I had realized the maguitude
of the task, I would not have had courage enough
to put my hand to it. Yet having promised my-
self, a8 a small token of gratitude to the God
who turned my heart to Him, that if permitted,
I would work as well as I was able in His vine-
vard, I could not turn back.

It is about eight years ago, that a few French
Protestant families I had become acquainted
with in the city, lett it to take up land, in what
was then a new colony. Several months elapsed
without bringing me any news of them. I
thought they were comfortably settled, and 1
was glad for them. Yes! they were settled, but
a0t very comfortably, their slender resources
haviog become exhausted in a very short time,
and their clothing worn out, withcut any possi-
bility to replace it. Mr. Mousseau, the French
student, was then stationed at Namur. He came
to town and told me that several families were
in the greatest destitution. In consequence of
this news, I went .with him and bought some
provisions, which he took to them when he re-
turned. Some time later on, a worean of that
place arrived here with a little boy, seven years
old, and called upon me. She said she had left
her other little ones in her husband’s care, and
intended to go out workingbby the day, if work
could be found. She had brought the child to
have him cared for, and, if possible, cured of a
serious illness, brought on by hard work and
fioor fare. Iam ha?py to state thai the poor

itle one completely recovered. The brave
wother also was rewarded for her efforts and
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her courage. My husband and I decided to keep
her with us, so that she would be under no ex-
nse during her stay 1n Montreal. She and her

y remained three months, She earned quite a
little sum of money before ehe went back. But
her success brought down several others, who
expected the same advantages. At the same
time I was receis.ng letters from the missionary,
telling me of growing desiitution and terrible
hardships. The number of poor families requir-
ing help was o great, that I had to plead their
cause with a few charitable and liberal friends.
They helped me to procure and send a lot of
clothing and provisions.  Still urgent requests
for help kept coming, =0 that 1 did not know
what to do. I decided I would go and visit the
field myself, although my husband feared that
the fatigue of doin% €0 would be too much for
me. I explained that it was indispensable, as
much for my own eatisfaction as for that of the
kind friends who had assisted me. I could not
undertake to help people that I knew nothing
about. I must get acquainted with them first,
and see for myself about the truth of their state-
ments,

So I started with a supply of provieions, sure
that whatever else might happen me, I would
pot starve. After reaching Papineauville, on
the Ottawa, by train, I hired a conveyance of
the most primitive kind, and with its help got
over the thirty-two miles of country, between
that town and Namur. The district is mountain-
oug, the road climbs up steep hills, descends
into deep gorges, and «kirts beautiful lakes. The
scenery i8 lovely. The lodgings however were
pot c0. In the shanty where I had to reside,
there was only one room for the whole family.
They, however, improvised curtains for the bed
they gave me. This primitive accommodation
gavemea glims)se of a kind of life new to me, if
not very, refined.

Arriving at last in Namur I visited all the
French Protestant families there. There were
from twenty-five to thirty, scattered over several
miles of forest land. None of these asked me for
any help. YetI could cee their deep poverty.
Their clothinﬁ was of the J)oorest description,
though remarkably neat and clean. Want and
hard toil had left their marks on the faces of
young and old. It was painful in the extreme
to eee 50 much misery. It was inexplicable to
me, how those brave settlers could endure suck
privation. They eaid they hoped another year
to have better crops, but early frosts and tem-
ests had uatil then been tco much for them.

ome Jamented their folly in coming there,
and talked of going away leaving all behind,
land and improvements. They said they did not
expect anything for themselves but the barest
sug:istence, it was to their children’s future
comfort they looked, and with this end in view
they were content to suffer. I read encouragin
promises of Scripture to them and prayed wit
them. I could see with pleasure how a few
words of sympathy brought back fresh courage
and pew resignation. In one of the houses I vis-
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ited, I found two little children, both cripples,
lying on the floor, almost naked. I told the
mother I would send ber some clothing. The
father heard me, and said: ‘ Please, Mrs. Gra-
ham, do not be offended if we decline this help,
some of the people round here would say that
we professed to believe the Gosiwl only to re-
ceive help from you. We will pull through some
way or other. God will help us.” I was much
surprised at this answer, at the same time 1
could not but admire it. I contrived afterwards
to send them some help, without letting them
know whence it was derived. I have been up
five times since to see them. I have spent a
few weeks every summer in that Mission field. 1
am glad to see many improvements and evident-
ly more comfort. lyhave visited several of the

oman Catholic families, and some of their mem-
bers have spent hours dicussing religious points
with me. Others again would come 1n the even-
ing, sometimes from distant places, and listen
with such interest and delight to the reading of
the Gospel, that it was two and three o’clock in
the morning, before they reluctantly went home.
I have beeu very happy in the thought that I
was instrumental in their spiritual welfare. I
have witnessed several undoubted conversions.
I had been grieved at my first visit, hearing that
the greater number of Roman Catholic settlers
annoyed and even percecuted our Protestant
families in many ways. This led me to consider
whether there could not be some means taken to
put more harmony between neighbors of differ-
ent persuasions. Finding that my short visits
were not sufficient for this purpose, I managed
with the generous helpof a few Christian friends
to procure meane enough to give a grand pic-nic.
All the Roman Catholic families of the settle-
ment were invited to it. All turned out, Protes-
tants and Catholics. The day was spleudid.
Some three hundred people were present. I
had no idea that the Catholics would so gener-
ally respond to the invitation given. Our Pro-
testants were exceedingly civil and kind to their
%uest.s. Every body seemed to enjoy the day.

hey ate and drank together like old friends.
The union and harmony more than repaid
me for all the trouble I had taken. ore-
over, since that time the people have lived as
peacefully together as if they professed the
same creed. It has also given the missionary
and myself free access to most of the Roman
Catholic families. But there is seldom a sky
without clouds. The priest who comes to the
settlement from time to time, heard that his
flock had thus fraternized with the Protestants.
He came two days after the picnic, and censured
his hearers mercilessly on that account. Many
of those who had come to our festival were very
angry at him, telling him that his information
was incorrect, and that many of his statements
were untrue. Two fanatics, however, inflamed
by liquor and ion, undertook to repair the
evil doue, as they said, by getting rid of me.
They followed me and a young woman who was
with me towards a bridge, where they meant to

throw me in the river. My companion was o
frightened that she cried out: «“ 01 let us rup,
they will kill us!” Feeling that I could not by
any possible means get away. from these ruffiar:,
I turned and met them, not letting them rce
anything of the terror I felt. T spoke to them
kindly, got them interested in what I said, angd
explained something of our faith to them. God
muet have touched their hearts, for after walk-
ing with me, side by side, as far as the bridge,
they bid me good bye and turned back. Siuce
that time the influence of the priest over a large
number of his parishioners seems much weak-
ened, if not altogether destroyed.

I have taken an active interest in the Sunday
School. Our late venerable friend, Mr. Jas,
Court, supplied me with illustrated papers.
With the {x)elp of a Christian lady-friend, I suc-
ceded in collecting about thirty dollars, whick [
devoted to the day-school. We bought maps,
books, paper, and other school requisites. Some
of these things we #old to those who could pay
for them. We gave thein to the poorer ones with-
out charge. very winter, thanks to the kind-
ness and generosity of & few ladies aud gentle
men of the city, I have been enabled to give the
school & nice Christmas festival. Becides a
plentiful su&ply of calres and coffee, the children,
to the number of 35 or 40, have each received a
present from the loaded Christmas tree. The-e
gifts are mostly articles of useful clothing. Itis
needless to say that the recipients were de%igh ted
with these timely and serviceable gifts, Several
of the children are from Roman Catlolic fun-
ilies. The pastor, teacher, and the parent= of
the children were delighted at the thought thut

enerous Christian friends in Montreal tock
thought for them in their backwoods. Votes of
thanks and hearty applause whenever (thee
friends were mentioned, showed clearly the gra-
titude of young and old. When I mention here
that some of the school children have to walk
from three to five miles to come to school, it
wiil be seen how important it is, that they
should be warmly clad. This I have becn en-
abled to accomplish through the liberality of
several of your Dorcas Socicties.  Some of our
wholesale drygoods merchants and others helped
me also in this important matter. Much ruffer-
ing has thus been prevented. I have encouraged
parents to send out their daughters to service,
and found places for several of them every year.
In some cases the mothers themselves have left
the care of the family to the eldest daughter,
and hived out, the father staying at home 10
clear his land and cultivate his ﬁe%ds. et

I had to place several sick women in the
hospital for treatment. Their sicknesses were
almost invariably caused by toc hard work,
coupled with insufficient and poor food. Some
recovered, but two have died. Their end was
peace, they fell asleep in the Saviour’s arms. **

I have encouraged our French Protestant
families in Namur to correspond with me. I
have preserved their letters to me, and couatin,
them before sitting down to write this report,
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find no less thaun 427, for the last five years., If
any of our friends are curious to see them, 1
would be happy to gratify them by exhibiting
ttem. I can truly say that my letters to them
have generally been very welcome. They are
not all letters of encouragement and sympathy.
Once in a while I have to write sharp letters of
reproof. I am sorry to do this, but I think the
people generally understand that I do it for their
own good, and regretfully. I wish them to live
peaceful, harmonious, and happy, aud therefore
try to check all that would distarb their peace
and comfort. When I am there in summer, 1
reside over women’s meetings. I invite Catho-
Ec women as well as Protestant. There are al-
ways some Catholics present. I began two year~
ago to procure a few good books for a circulat-
ing library. They have now over one hundred
volumes. I have here in town a new lot of 184
volumes, all good and beautiful books, being a
gift from Mr. Courtois of Paris. This gentleman
takes a lively interest in French Mission work,
both in his own country and abroad. I have
to thank Prof. D. Coussirat, through whose good
offices this munificent gift was obtained. A-
soon as I can get the books properly bound, I
will forward them or take them up myself to Na-
mur. All whousethe library in Namur are made
to pay the small sum of 25cts. yearly, to pay
expenses of keeping it up. I strongly hold that
good reading matter like this will inspire them
with good thou%ht,s and good principles. It will
educate them. It will keep them at home in the
evenings. It may give them useful hints for the
amelioration both of temporal and spiritual mat-
ters. The hardships endured by these colonsts
have been exceptional. Few of them had any
experieuce of agriculture of any kind. None had
the least idea of Canadian bush life when they
settled. Much of their trouble was due to this
mexperience. They do much better now. * * ¢
It may be seen from the above that all is not
“rose-coloured,” as we say in French,in this
Namur Misgion. M. A. C. Graman.

POINTE-AUX-TREMBLES SCHOOLS.

The following extracts are taken from the
report presented to the General Assembly :—

The session just closed has not been marked
by anything calling for special notice. The staff
of teachers continues the same, with the excep-
tion of Miss Blair, whose place has been filled
by the appointment of Miss Camexon, daughter
of the late Rev. Jamed Cameron, of Chatsworth,
Ont. Miss Cameron entered heartily into the
work, and has proved quite an acquisition to
the schools. Owing to the very stormy weather
of the past winter the committee of the Board in
charge of the schools were notable to visit them
as frequently a8 in former years. Four visits,
however, were made during the session, and the
pupils orally examined. Tﬁe ublic examination
in the end of April was attended by a large num-
ber of friends, including twenty-one ministers.

General satisfaction was expressed with the
answers of the pupils, especially on Scripture
History, and the Ig;)mts of controversy between
Protestants and Roman Catholics.

About forty of last year’s pupils are members
of the church, fifteen of them having publicly
professed their faith in Christ for the first time,
in April last, when the ordinance of the Lord’s
supper was administered by Rev. Prof. Coussi-
rat. The following is

THF PRINCIPAL’S ANNUAL REPORT.

In presenting our annual report for the ses-
sion of 1883-1884, we beg respectfully to thank
the numerous Christian friends from Canada,
frorn Great Brit~in, and from the United States
who have been_in the hand of God, the means
of providing for our material wants and of cheer-
ing our hearts by their sympathy, as well as
those who, by their persevering efforts, have in-
duced many families to send us tl.eir children.

As years pass away, and as our experience in
mission work grows, we feel more and more con-
vinced that it is mainly by educating the rising
generation that we can hope to see Lower Can-
ada gradually withdrawing iself from under
the dominecring influence of the priest, and ac-
cepting the Bible as the only rule of faith.

Fi’here are very few people amnong our Protes-
tant friends, who have never come in contact
with the population of our rural districts, and
who have always lived in localities where there
i8 a strong Protestant element, that can form a
clear idea of the nature of the work that we
have before us at the be%inning of every session.
Most of the young people who come to us for
the first time have keen kept in deep ignorance,
superstition and bigotry, and generally their
conscience has been so distorted by the peculiar
teachings of their church, that we {mve not only
to teach them what they are ignorant of, but
—what is far more difficult—to eradicate from
their miud a great part of that which they have
learned.

Our object is not only to give a good education
to the young people, but it is mainly to bring
them under the precious influence of the Bible,
and to teach them the only way of salvation,
through the merits of our Saviour.

During the past session uinety-eight pupils
have been received in the school, sixty-three of
whom were boys and thirty-five were girle.
Thirty-four belonged to Roman Catholic parents;
sixty-three were the children of coaverts, and
one of Protestant parents. They were divided
&8 usual into four classes, the first or lowest
class compriging half of the whole number.

The sugject.s taught during the session were
the following: — Reading, Writing, Grammar,
Dictation, Composition, itation, Literature,
English, Latin, reek, Singing, Geography, His-
tory of Canada, Universal History, Sacred His-
tory and Controversy, Arithmetic, Algebra, Geo-
metry,—also sewing to the girls. .

The formation of a superior class in our
school a few years ago has a good influence
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among our pupils in stimulating them and in
preparing them for a higher sphere of usefulness.

our of those who were with us during the
past year are now working in our mission field
a8 teachers or colporteurs, and two of them in-
tenu to enter the Theological College of the
Church in Montreal, to prepare themselves for
the ministry.

The persevering efforts of those young people,
their piety, and their earnest desire to impart to
their fellow-scholars what they have received,
have been a great source of encouragement to us;
but we have been still more rejoiced by the con-
version to the Saviour during the winter, of
fifteen of our boys and girls, who were admitted
into the fellowship of the church on the 30th of
March.

Very few of those who were Roman Catholics
when they entered the school went home still
professing to adhere to the teachings of their
church, and those who had come to us the most
determined never to change their religious views
have been the first to accept the truth, and the
most desirous to speak of their new faith.

Excepting a few cases, we seldom have had a
better lot of scholars, and we can but thank the
Lord for the great blessings that He has be-
stowed upon the echool during this session.

The staff of teachers remains the same aslast
year, with the exception of Miss Blair, who re-
siined and was replaced by Miss Cameron,
whose services are highly appreciated.

The session was closed on the 28th of April
by a public examination conducted by members
of the Board of French Evangelization, and at
which were present a large number of friends
from Montreal, who came down by a steamer
chartered for the occassion. _At the close of the
exercises, presided over by Principal Macvicar,
hope was expressed by some of those J)resent
that, in the interest of the work, these old build-
ings which have rendered most valuable services
will soon been replaced by new ones, larger and
better adapted to our work. We hope that God
will provide the means for the realization of
such a legitimate ambition, and_that as He has
blessed this work in the past, He will continue
to help us in the future, and render us more and
more faithful to our duty.

J. BourgolN, Principal.

SCHOLARSHIPS.

As stated in reports of foriner years, after de-
ducting the fees paid by the pupils, and expense
of repairs, etc., the average cost to the church of
each pupil is about $50 per session. The Board
are most anxious that the institutions should
be supported by means of scholarships of $50
each, guaranteed by private individuals or by
sabbath schools. particular pupil is assigned
to the donor of a scholarship, to whom reports
as to the progress made are forwarded from time
to time. In this way a Sabbath school, contri-
buting a scholarship, is put directly in corres-
poudence with the mission school, and the let-

ters, if read pubucly to the Sabbath school, tend
to keep up their interest in the work. Moreover,
the school can, every Sabbath, remember by
name, in its prayers, the pupil it supports, und
can scarcely fail itself to receive benefit by e
ing thus directl€ brought into contact with the
pupil educated by means of its missionary con-
tributions.

Africa,

HE great dark Continent continues to
attract the attention of the nations
and Churches in an increasing degree. Our
readers will be interested in the following
brief account of its t .ritory and people.
Africa is almost an island, being united to
Asia by the narrow isthmus of Suez: i
fact, the Suez canal makes it now an islard.
Its length is about 5,000 miles, and its
greatest breadth 4,600. It contains an area
of mnearly 12,000 square miles and its sea
coast is 80 extemsive that to sail around it
would be equal to two-thirds the circun-
navigation of the globe.

It lies in three zomes; its grand centrsl
belt of 3,000 miles is in the torrid; and
this is flanked north and south by about
1,000 miles on each side lying in the tem-
perate zones. It thus presents within its vast
area the most delightful variety of climate.

The central belt of this great land could
feed half the world. The seasons are so
favourable that crops may be grown through-
out the year, and already you find here the
finest rice, Indian corn, sweet potatoes,
beans, peanuts, melons, squashes, tomatoes,
ginger, pepper, arrowroot, cotton, sugar
cane, yams, cocoa, cassada, etc., while Li-
berian coffee carries off the palm. * Africa
will yet be the greatest cotton, coffce, and
sugar country” on which the sun shines;
the world’s market.

Afriea is one of the richest counwieson
the globe, in vegetable and mineral resour-
ces. There are indications that it is yetto
prove the world’s granary and treasury.
Already wheat, sugar cane, cotton, sik,
wool, olives, dates and other tropical (ruit:
may be found there, and there is no variety
of fruit or vegetable which could not b
grown somewhere in its vast area: copper
lead, irom, coal, gold and diamonds abound;
and as to its timber-land, its forests are so
thick with all kinds of trees that they are
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now an impassable jungle.  Fifty thousand
elephants are supposed to be slain annually
for their ivory tusks ; India rubber, hides
and gums abound, and as to ostrich plumes,
the profit of one grown ostrich is $55 a
veat! :

" More than one hundred and fifty books
have been written in description of this
grand continent ; but the half has not been
told, and in fact not yet known, for God's
providence has for some wise reason kept
this continent veiled for thousands of years,
and even mow it is only the corner of the
veil that is yet lifted. When we think what
historic events were waiting to find in
America the theatre of their transaction;
and what wonders of development followed
the discovery of this hidden continent four
centuries; ago, who cun tell what may yet
be the glory of the civilization that shall
robe the dark continent in the lustrous
garments of enterprize, education, ard
above all, Christianity.

Hers are mixed peoples, Arabs and Turks,
Moorsand Jews ; various religions—Moham-
medan, Papal, Jewish. The population is
estimated at 200,000,000.

Africa’s sable sons have a peculiar religi-
ous aptitude, that makes this land a very
hopetal, fruitful soil in which to sow seed
of the gospel. And then we must remem-
ber that™ the typical African is mot to be
found in the class that have been reduced to
slavery and brought to other climes. The
cradle of the grandest civilization of the
ages past was in the valley of the Nile ; and
the heart of the Dark Continent today holds
some of the manliest specimens of the
human race.

And then the African is naturally aestAetic.
* The negro,” says Mrs. Stowe, “‘1s an exotic
of the most gorgeous and supeib countries
of the world, and he has deep in his heart
a passion for all that is splendid, rich and
fanciful ; a passion which, rudely indulged
by an untrained taste, draws on them the
ridicule of the colder and more correct
white race.”

If ever Africa shall show an elevated and
cultivated race; and come it must, some
time, her turn to figure in the great drama
of human improvement; life will awake
there with a gorgeousness and splendor of
which our cold western tribes faintly con-
ceived. In that far-off mystic land of gold,
and gems, and spices, and waving palms,

and wondrous flowers, and miraculous ferti-
lity, will awake new forms of art, new
styles of splendor; and the negro race, no
longer despised and trodden down, will
perhaps show forth some of the latest and
most magnificent revelations of human life.
Certainly they will, in their gentleness,
their lowly decility of heart, their aptitude
to repose on a suparior mind and rest on a
Ligher power, their childlike simplicity of
affection, and facility of forgiveness. In all
these they will exhibit the highest form of
the peculiarly Christian life, and perhaps,
as God chasteneth whom he loveth, He hath
chosen poor Africa in the furnace of afflic-
tion to make her the highest and noblest in
that kingdom which He will set up, when
every other kingdom has been tried and
failed : for ¢ tke first shall be last, and the
last first.”

MISSIONARY ITEMS.

The province of Sze Chuen, as a favor-
able field for missionary work, probably has
no equal in China. The foreign missionary
is received kindly, and he not only enjoys
thorough protection from the officials, but is
respected by the people in general. The re-
ligions professed by the people are dead —
mere systems of rites and ceremonies, ob-
served simply because it is the custom, but
never reaching the deep convictions of the
soul ; consequently, there are very fow zeal-
ous enough in their own belief to oppose
Christianity as an innovation. Missions have
been established long enough for their no-
velty to have ceased ; yet the chapels are
always thronged at public service with at-
tentive, intelligent congregations. As many
women are received as men, not only at the
preaching services but at the medical dis-
pensary as well. The natives 1efer to the
missionaries as ‘“‘the people who do good
deeds,” and they certainly appreciate the
efforts made in their behalf. When they
wish to express their regard and esteem for
any one they invite him to a feast. This
distinguished honor has been twice tendered
the members of our Methodist mission in
Chung King by men of high standing and
influence ; and when the compliment was
returned by inviting them to a foreign din-
ner, every invitation was eagerly accepted,
and at the table were seated representatives
from the official, the literary, and the bus-
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iness classes. Four of them are Christians,
and two of these are preachers. The very
limited missionary work now being done is
accomplishing grand results in laying the
foundation of the Church of God. Dr. 8.
N. Wheeler, of the Methodist mission in
the capital of the province, wrote as fcllows
just before leaving for this country :

“There has been no such beginning of
our work in any other part of tbe empire
as we are already permitted to see in this
frontier province. On a recent Sunday a
great concourse of people gathered at our
compound to see and hear. The chapel was
much more than filled, and overflow meet-
ings were held. On returning from chapel
to the house, I found my daughter in the
large pavillion, surrounded by perhaps four
hundred women and children. She had
been there a long time, singing and talking
the Gospel to her interested auditors. One
helper estimated that there must have been
from four to five thousand people in the
premises and on the streets, seeking admis-
sion, although the estimate probably ex-
ceeds the fact. Notwithstanding the throng
of curious and eager men and women, we
had no serious trouble with them beyond a
degree of difficulty in keeping order. It
was my privilege, on last Lord’s Day, to
baptize two cunverts. There are other in-
quirers to whom the rite could have been
administered.”

An old African missionary once observ-
ed :—“ If you would mend man you must
Christianize him ; you must raise his dark,
selfish, sensual nature to heaven and to God.
If you are to benefit him you must bring
God into the business; man cannot do it.”
This opinior was formed after many years
of obser-ation among the heathen and is
confirmed by sad illustrations. Cases are
frequent of Zulus having visited Europe,
seen its refinement, its sanctuaries and be-
nevolent institutions, but on their return to
their homes doffing their civilized clothing,
putting on the skins of wild beasts, taking
a plurality of wives, and wallowing as at
first in the mire of heathenism.

A missionary of the American Board at
Hong Kong, China, who has recently made
a tour of two months, says he visited the
homes of returned California Christians,
and was cncouraged by seeing most of them
standing firm in their profession.

Mr. Spurgeon puts a home question to
those who are in doubt as to the real use
and necessity of Foreign Missions :—¢‘ Dear
friends, you sometimes say, Will the
heathen be caved if we do not send them
missionaries? I will ask you another ques-
tion : Will you be saved if you do not send
out any missionaries? because I have very
dreadful doubts whether you will. Do not
smile. The man that does nothing for his
Master, will he be saved? The man that
neyer cares about the perishing heathen, is
he saved ? Is he like Christ ¢”

Letters in the June number of the M-
sionary Herald, describing the revival at
Kioto, Japan, are of thrilling interest. One
striking feature is the zeal with which the
Bible is read, nearly all of the worshippers
carrying a copy of the Scriptures to the
preaching services. At Imbari thirty-six
have been received into the church. Ata
week day preaching service in that town
the missionaries had  a silent, sympathetic
and appreciative audience” of fully two
thousand persons.

Dr. F. F. Ellinwood, one of the Secrta-
ries of the Presbyterian Board of Foremn
Missions, in addressing the late assembly
said :—* We thank the women of the church
who lave contributed through their soricties
(during the past year) over $200,000. and
who in individual gifts have added not less
than 250,000 more. Since the reuniun the
women of the Presbyterian Church huve
raised over §1,700,000 for Foreign Mi-<ions
alone.”

When Dr. Grant, of the Nestoriun Mis
sion, received discouraging intimations to
the effvct that it might perhaps be best for
him 1o return to America or plant a misien
elsewlere, he answered :=—“ 1 cannot leave
this ficld till 1 have reasons which I can
give at the judgment seat, where I expect
soon to stand.”

The Young Men’s Christian Associaiich
of London has formed a Foreign Missienary
Society. During the year four youny roed
from its ranks have gome forth to disnt
lands to labor for God and for souls. ~ix
others are now in training for the ficld,
while many more are waiting for the wayto
open up.
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TN a fow weeks the Minutes of Assembly

will be printed and in the hands of min-
isters ond elders. These annual volumes
are a very valuable epitome of the history
of our Church. Not a congregation, not a
minister, escapes mention. Some cogniz-
ance is taken of all our gifts and all our
work. A study of the volume will give a
fuir idea of the amount of work performed
by the General Assembly during its sittings
of eight or nine days; and by its commit-
tees durm" the year. The reports are all
deserving of study ; but this is specially
true of the Home, Foreign, French, Colleges
and Statistical Committees.

In some parts of the Church, especially
in our large cities, thereis not much church
work done duriug the hot summer months.
There is a period "of needed rest. Congre-
gations are thinned out, and ministers and
pﬁople try to enjoy the fresh breezes of sca
or lake or mountain. But this season is in
other places, in extensive country districts,
the husiest and happiest of all the year. It
is the season of great gatherings in connec-
tiou with the celebration of the Lord’s Sup-
per. There are open air meetings, often
under the shade of beautiful maples, or
elms, attended by thousands. There are
prayer meetings, morning and evening of
everv day in the week. There aro inquiry
mertings, and often there are happy revivals
of religion.  Winter is the harvest time for
the Cliurch in cities and towns. Sumumer
i~ the time for special work in scattered far-
spicading congregations in the country.

As the last issue of the RECORD was pass-
ing through the press one of our venerable
ministers, the Rev. Charles Chinigay, was
the ohject of a furious persecution in the
ancient city of Quebec. Mr. Chiniquy ac-
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copted an invitation to preachin the French
Presbyterian Church inthat city. While he
was engaged in preachirg, the windows of
the chapel were broken with showers of
stones. A riotous crowd gathered around
the building, threatening the preacher with
death. When ho attempted to go to the
hotel he and his friend were struck with
stones, Mr. Allard being seriously injured.
Mr. Chiniquy, for the seventeenth time, es-
caped alive the fury of a mob of his fellow-
countrymen seeking his life. When a priest
of Rome there was not in all America a
more popular man. He is now, a Roman
Catholic paper solemnly declares, more
hated than “ an assassin, a robber, ora mur-
derer.” Why? What evil hath ho done?
He is now a Protestant. A few days before
this attack upon Father Chiniquy, Arch-
bishop Lynch, of Toronto, addressed a
smooth and plausible letter to the moderator
and members of the General Assembly, in
which he bitterly complained of the charges
brought agiinst the Church of Rome.
Among these charges there is none more
frequently urged, or more earnestly repelied
than that of persecution. Does the Church
of Rome persecute? No! no! answers
Archbishop Lynch. The charge is a base
calumny! Ah; but this cruel and coward-
ly attack upon an aged Presbyterian min-
ister is a most untimely ditliculty for the
Archbishop. What makes it worse is that
the attack, ferocious as it was, is heartily
eudorsed by the Roman Catholic press of
Quebec. The inference is inevitable : Rome
persecutes where she can.

The attack on Father Chiniquy, in the
city of Quebec, endorsed by the clerical
press, is a fresh and very cogent plea for our
missions to the French Roman Catholics.’
Priests and people alike need their eyes to
be opened o the light of the Gospel and
their hearts opened to the love of Christ.
The best and only revenge is to send them
the Gospel.

Our Church is still in need of more stu-
dents for the ministry. Colleges stand with
doors open at Halifax, Quebec, Montreal,
Kingston, Toronto and Winnipeg. The
Lord hath need of thee, young man. Think
seriously of His call, and prepare to enter
one or other of these colleges at the begin-
ning of the next term.

What shall the harvest be? The farmer
and the merchant are looking forward
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anxiously to the approaching harvest. At
this moment prospects aro hopeful ; but the
fairest hopes may be blasted within a day,
The fruit of our fields, like every other good
gift, is in the hands of the Lord.

Obituary.

V[R. WILLIAM DOUGLASS, an elder
= in the First Presbyterian Church, Port
Hope, died on the 20th ult., afteran illness
of some weeks, at the advanced age of
seventy-eizht years. He came from Scot-
land to Canada in his early manhood and
has resided ever since in this neighbour-
hood. For the last 27 years he has served
ag a ruling elder in the First Church, Port
Hope. Throughout life he maintained a
walk and conversation in accordance with
his position in the Church, securing thereby
the esteem of the community at large, as
well as that of those over whom he ruled in
the Lord. He died peaceful, leaving be-
hind him a large circle of friends »nd rela-
tives to mourn his loss.

Mr. Angus McKAay, elder in XKnox
Church, Beaverton and South Mara, died
on the 25th of April, aged 78 years. He
was a native of Sutherlandshire, Scotland.

MRr. Wargex DEBECE, clder in the con-
gregation of New Westminster, British Co-
lumbia, died on the 26th of Jume. He
came to this Province from Richmond,
N.B, in 1868, and was 36 years of age. He
was very highly respected and esteemed
wherever known, and was a most. consistent
and useful member and office-bearer.

Mge. ALexaNDER GorDOYN, Ingersol, died
on the 24th ultimo. He was born in the
Parish of Rogart, Sutherlandshire, Scotland,
in 1809. In 1847 he emigrated to Canada
and settled in Ingersol in 1850. He was
elected an elder of Xnox CLurch in the
same year and “or 34 years has been faithful
and zealous in the discharge of the duties of
his sacred office, taking an active interest
in presbytery work, as also in the cause
of temperance and of the Bible Society.

Mg. Jaues Boyp, for many years clder in
the Kendal congregation, died on the 17th
April in Toronto, where he removed last
year and united with Erskine Church. He
wasa willing and efficient Sabbath-school
superintendent and office-bearer for many
years.

My Lorp's Moxer.—An English lord
died lately, worth twenty millions sterling.
This vast accumulation of wealth was »
“talent” committed to Lord Overstoun Ly
the great Lord and Owner of all. One cun
imagine waysinnumerable in which the pos-
sessor of such wealth could advance tle
best interests of mankind and the glory i
God. One gift of twelve thousand pounds
is on record to the credit of the wealthy
man above named,—that and nothing else.
It is easy to censure 2im / Had you ben
in his piace, how different the account ¢f
your stewardship! How easily you wuuld
bave parted with magnificent donation-. t,
relieve distress and to send forth the Gosyel!
Yes, no doubt. But how are you using the
share of the Lord’s money which is under
your control? Mighty results flow frum
swall beginnings. Your dollar given with a
loyal and loving heart may do incalculable
good. If you keep it back because you cun-
not afford to give more, you wrong your own
soul and you rob God of His share. We are
not called upon to sit in judgment en
others, be they rich or poor. But we are te
examine ourselves and hounestly judge our
own conduct. The man who earns his do}-
lar a day has to give account of it to the
Lord as truly as the owner of twenty mil
lions sterling.

Widow’s mite or water cup

To Thee, Lord, when offered up,
Y3 as precious in Thine eyes

A: the costliest sacrifice.

WaAr educated heathen say about mis-
sionary preaching is worii listening to sume-
tsmes. One of them said not long since to
an Epglish judge in India: “Ounly once
have I been really improved by the preach-
ing of a padre. He spoke to us in our o
language, used illustrations taken from our
daily life, and said nothing against Vishauy,
or Siva, or Luchmee, or any of the gods, but
only that we must worship God and be good
and holy men and women. * * ¥ Then he
taught us how to pray. I shall never forget
that padre.”

TaeE Free Church of Secotland is about
building a missionary college at Bombay,
which shall be in one aspect of it a noble
monument to the memory and labors of the
late Dr. Wilson.
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Mrs R McGregor and Mr J

w Carmlchs.el, New Glas- 50.00
Osfiawa Sab Sahoat 10 B

—_— $190.05

xsnns Wmow AND ORPHANS'

ND, MARITIME novmcxs REV.
GEORrGE ParTERSON, D ECRE-
TARY.

Received from 8lst May to 30th June.

Ministers’ Rates.—Revds A Mo-
Master, P G McGregor. Geo Patter-
non A McKn“,n? Joh n orton.

Grant, A cLe

Kenzxe, Jos Annand, Jasb nrray,
Jobn McDonald, $16 each; H A
bertson, $20: Jno Forrest, $28;
Robert bummmg, $30; D Drum-
mzond I'llot.;l 3#62 glsﬁ, fines
co ection from St David’s

hnrch St John, $10. Total, $276.

N.B.—The credit in July number
to H A Robertson should have been
$100 instead of $1.00.

St Ste hen, N Mrs. Harvie, F\ Secreta;
lasz«’)w, United Ch.. W.F. M. Srvtli%snr:sr:«l:vcgckn?:fe KA
s River and Milford. . the receipt ‘of $5.20 for the Gu'
end of Mis’ns, Wmdsor Bchool in Formosa from Miss
Hanulcon.St drew’s Kenzie’s Bible Class, West Prosby.
muda coveieeiiiieinin.., terian Church, Toronto.
SPECIAL NOTICE. ——PRICES.——
Paalter with Music, cut leaves, Cloth $0.75

“Te the Ministers, Sabbath-School Superin.
temdonts and Teachers of the Presby-
terian Church in Canada.

“Specal Mteation 15 Caled to the followiog Annouscement

NOW READY

“The Psalter and Hymnal with Music.
“The Babbath S8chool Hymnal with Music.

ted by the Gonexal
puox%lh in 5§

Prepared e Committee
Assembly otl'”;he Presbytenan

[ o “

Psalter and Hymnal with Mu.sxc, bound togeéllxet,

“ «“

Cape Morocoo 1.25
th 1.50

Psalter and Hymnal with Music, bound to; hEe’chex’,

Cape Morecco 2.00

1 Hymnal with Musie, containi
s‘bb&m%. b%?xlnd in Cloth, pe:—odoz g 0.60

Oxderu should by sent early through any bOOkseller in
the Dominion, as a large demand is expected

JAMES CAMPBELL & SoK,
ToronTo.



