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The Presbpterian,
T EE 6P READERS. '

‘At ‘(e entrance of,a New Year, the
eivghth of our humble periodical, we have
-again the pleasure of addressing a word
%o our readersy, soliciting their kind co-oper-
ation and support.’ Those who are con-
nected with this sfeet have laboured for
years, cheered often by kindly sympathies,
and occasionally depressed by limited suc-
cess, but yet believing that their labours
might be overruled to the advantage of the
Church -with which they are connected.
- Situated as that Church now is, when our
future Ministers must be dependent on
- ‘their people, and the Church become in
fuct and of necessity a veluntary Church,
whatever principle to the centrary she may
hold, it becomes more than ever important
that there should he a periodical connected
with that Church and desjgned by recount-
ing its progress to link the several con-
-.gregations with each other, drawing out
their sympathies towards each other, and
stimulating them to mutual exertions, Itis
also desirable that Missionary efforts and
the progress of the Mother Church of
Scotland, and of other branches -of the
Redeemer’s Church on Earth, should be
traced in the pages of such a journal.
We shall continue then in the course
which we have hitherto pursued. and shall
' appeal confidently to our readersand friends
for support. Our paper has never yet
paid its expenses, mfmbling as the ac-
+ krowledgementis,and that simply because
with a good subscription list yet the price

is so low that we cannot pay collectors,
and have to’depend on voluntary efforts
which in some quarters are ncgiected. We
are compelled 10-believe that many have

‘not even heard of the existence of our

sheet, and we therefore again appeal tothe
Ministers of our Church to urge our claims
upon their congregations. Many already
do so, and merit our grateful thanks, and
we trust that all will for the -future bear
our potition in view.” Though the Church
in @ isin no way responsible for
the Otents of our periodical, yet it has
been by the Synod appreved and sanc-
tioned, and eur paper is in fact the virtual,
because only, organ of the Presbyierian
Church in Canada in connection with the
Church of Secotland, and we believe we
may add of the same ghurch in the Lower
Provinces.*

*Since the above was in type we have received
the British Colonist of December 16th, published
in Halifax, N. S, from which we extract the fol-
lowing paragraph. ¢ We understand that arrange-
ments have been wade by the friends of the
Churcli of Scotland in this city for issuing a Month-
ly Religious Periodical in the beginuing of the
ensuing year. The want of such a nedium of
communication has been long and deeply felt by
members and adherents of the Church in the
Protluce, as they have had no connéction with
any Religious Jcurnal in Nova Scotia since the
discontinuance ot the Guardian.”

We sincerely hope™that this effort of our breth-
reri in Nova Scotin may be crowned with abun-
dant success, and that the pages of their Journal,
as well' as those of our own, may be muiually
helpfulin #ncouraging each otker’s labours while,
in advocating the cause of’our common Christian-
ity, our efforts will, however, be more particularly
directed to the
Scotland in these jands.

advancement of the Ohurch of.

s

REFLECTIONS ON THE PAST YEAR.

Writing as we do on the thyeshold of ,a
New Year, whilst tad vands of 1884 .are .
fast ebbing away, the mind is naturally led
to a retrospect of the passing cycle of time
albeit somewhat of foreboding as .to_ihe
future may be evoked, to'he calmed only
by the convigtion that “ our times are’ in
His hands,” and that out of sceming evil
He, who controls évents, evokes good in
the bringing about of His all-wise purposes.
The past year has indeed been an event-
ful one, and thetimes in'which we live are
stirring. - China has aroused from her an-
cient sleep—a great movement is in,pro-
gress in her midst, boding the fall of her
Tartaric dynasty.”  The complexion of
the movement is peculiar, wearing a gemi-
Christian aspect.  Ill informed and erring
as the insurrectionists doubtless are, still
good must in God’s providence result from

the use of even portions of His Holy Writ 5
and it spoke well for Britishghenevolence
that the grand idea of scatteringa miliion
of New Testaments in that land was
caught up with clmracteristic'energy and,
spreading through Britain her Colonies, and
Anierica, resulied thus far in the supply-
ing of two_millions of copies. 'We look
with interest to the movement, and ear~
nestly pray that it may be overruled for
good, and be the commencement of that
period when “they froii the Land of
Sinim™ shall be brought “into’ the fold,
and “a nation born in a day.” o
Then too ¢ the pestilenoce which walk-
eth in darkness” has been abroad in-the
lands, passing through our own borders,

e

| and decimating the gallant forces in" the
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Crimea. God’s judgements are ofien
slighted, and of ourselves, when we think
how litile of thankfulness for the mercies
vouchsafed us we feel or display,we can-
not but echo the words of our Saviour in
reference to the ten lepers, who were
cleansed by Hishealing will? « Were there
not ten cleansed, and where are the nine.”
May there be many grateful hearts amongst
us thanking God for His mercies, and in-
voking His blessing on our country in the
spirit of earnest prayer, for the times are
critical.

Lurope now sees two ancient enemies
standing side by side, arrayed against the
great power from the North Country,

whose hereditary ambition and aggrgadiz-
ing spirit threaten to embroil all %\e
in the horrors of war. Believing thé Pa-
rent Country to have been reluctantly for-
ced to take up arms in the defence of
freedom and right, our sympathies are with
her; and it isa pleasing (¢ature in the con-
test that, ere engaging in the fight, our sol-
diers are found 1mploring their Maker’s
blessing and protection in prayer, as has
been done in recent occasions, for how-
ever brief a space. Welive in times, big
with momentous events. \We may be on the
eve of the fulfilment of some of those an-
cient prophecies which Holy Writ has
recorded for our instruction and as monu-
ments of Gol’s prescience.  But it best
becomes us to await in calm dependence
on Gol’s will the development of events,
devoutly thankful that we are permitted td
repose in peaceful tranquillity, removed
from the scene of war, and ¢ with none to
make us alraid.”

THE CHURCH IN CANADA.

JEWISH AND FOREIGN MISSIONS OF THE
CHURCH OF SCOTLAND.

ConGREGATIONAL CoLLECTIONS.

Simcoe, per Rev. George Bell,....... £1 10 0
Nelson and Waterdown, 217 0
per Rev. George McDonnell, § =
Niagara, per Rev. J. B. Mowal,....... 15 5 6
Kingston, per Rev. Dr. Machar,. ..., 16 0 ©
JOHN MOWAT,
Treasurer.

K1xesToN, December 29, 1854.

MINISTERS’ WIDOWS' AND ORPHANS
FUND.
CONGREGATIONAL COLLECTIONS.
Darlinzton, per Rev. J. H. McKerras,
for 1838, 00 veiennarnens . £3 0 0
A. SIMPSON, Treasurer.
Montreal, 1st January, 1853,

THe CoNGREGaTION oF PrcxeriNg.—We
learn that a deputation of the Ladies connected
v h the Scotch Church in the front of Pickering
lately waited upon their worthy Pastor, 1he Lev.
P. MacNaughton, and presented him with a hand-
some pulpit gown us u ~m_urk o.l' therr esteem and
appreciauon of his ministrations among them.

THE PRESBYTERIAN.

Mr. MacNaughton has been scttled there for sev-
veral years ; and the presentation, while it evin-
ces the high estimation in which his ability and
faithfulness as a Minister are held by his people,
is also a proof of the liberality and Christiau spirit
which characterize the donors.—Tvronto Colo-
nist.

THE CONGREGATION OF PAKENHAM.
(T the Editor of the Presbyterian.)

Sir,—As you take a deep interest in
every thing connected with the congre-
gations of our Church, you may perhaps
consider the accompanying addresses with
theintroductory remarks worthy ofinsertion
in the Presbyterian. The gift considered in
itsel{ is not deserving of being made public,

but the information, elicited on the occa-

sion of its being presented, may be viewed
in a different light.
I have the honour to be,

Sir,
vour most obt., servant.
* * * * * #* * * »

In accordance with previons appoint-
ment the congregation of the Presbyterian
Church of Pakenham, in connection with
the Church of Scotland, met on Friday,
15:h December, for the purpose of pre-
senting their minister with a mark of their
affectionate regard. By request their pastor
was also in attendance. Jumes Connery,
Esq., then, on behalf of the congregation,
read the following Address:

¢« Reverend Pastor and LDear Friend,—
Your congregation, by a spontaneous and
hearty movement, have resolved on pre-
senting you with these articles, namely, a
cutter and buffalo robes, also cap and
gauntlets, as being very needful in the case
of a minister whv, even in the inclement
season of the year, has ever shown his
zeal for the interests of our Church by
attending the meetings of his P, tery,
and his faithfulness to his congregifion by
never failing to respond to the call for his
attendance at the bed of sickness, as well
as for other ministerial offices.

« But, Revd. and Dear Sir, it is not
8o much on account of the real utility of
the articles that wg beg your acceptance
of them as that they may serve as some
sort of testimonial of our attachment, and
of the very high estimation in which we
hold you as a man and a minister in try-
ing circumstances. ITor these 13 years,
during which time you have come in and
out among us, you have laboured inde-
pendently, diligently and in the spirit of
love, in this portion of the Vineyard of
your Divine Master. We only regret that
you have never been remunerated propor-
tionabiy to your merits ; yet we do fondly
hope that you will yet see better days in
that respect, and that the completion of
our renewed House of Worship, after the
heavy loss we sustained by the burning of
the former one, will be attended with an
addition to your temporal comfort, at least
with more certainty in the discharge of
our pecuniary obligations to you.

“ Since entering on your charge here,
you have had many difficulties to contend
with, some arising from troubles in the
Parent Church, and others from the for-
mation of pew congregations. But by
trust on Him, whose faithful servant you
have been, and by the unswervingdischarge
of your duty you have surmounted these
difficulties, and now find yourself the re-
spected pastor of an attached and flourish-
ing congregation. Persecution in your case
worketh not now openly; the shafts of
calumny, however, do «till fly occasionally,
but, thanks be to the God of 41l salvation,
they fall innocuous.

« Persevere, Revd. and Dear Sir, in

rour manly and Christian course, perse-
#e in earning the gratitude and the bles-
“sing not only of the maturein years but of
the young members of your flock, in whose
spiritual instruction and for whose eternal
welfare youa labour so assiduously ; per-
severe and ¢ be thou not afraid of evil
tidings, as whose heart is fixed, trusting
in the Lord ;” ¢ commit thy way unto the
Lord 5 trust also in Him, and He shall
bring it to pass.”

“ Again, soliciting your acceptance of
our comparatively trifling present, we here-
with join our humble, fervent prayer that
your devout and highly edifying pulpit
services and other ministerial labours may
be continued to us and ours many years
after these articles shall have decayed and
disappeared.’? . e S

The Rev. Alexander Mann then replied
as follows:

“ My friends, I feel very sensibly this
renewed mark of the attachment which
exists between me and my spiritual charge.
The gift which I have now received is
valuable in itself, and as such demands my
gratitude. This, however, being only one
of many tokens of favour given me dvring
my incumbency, I am conscious of having
abundant cause for thankfulness to * the
Father of Mercies, and the God of all
comfort,” ard to those whom He has
employed as instrumeats in thus manifest-
ing His great goodness.

“ Those with whom I have been con-
nected as a pastor have frequently acted
in a manner very creditable to themselves,
and worthy of being imitated by others in
similar circumstances. In so farasIam
individually concerned, I am aware that
I have had nospecial claims to such marks
of kindness. I make this statement with-
out the least degree of affectation. During
the 9 years I ofliciated in the capacity of
minister of McNab, Pakenham, Fitzroy
and other surrounding townships, the
duties which devolved on me were greater
than I could efficiently perform. In such
an extensive field of labour, had m
abilities been superior to what thcy were,
I could not have discharged these in a sat-
istictory manner. But my deficiencies
were not only borne with, but substantial
proofs were from time to time given of a
uniform desire-10 encourage my heart and




strengthen my hands. The congregations
always seemed to be satsfied thatT was
doing as well as | could. And the eyi-
dences afforded ofthis satisfaction had their
influence in inducing me to remain in a
station which without doubt had its pecu-
liar difficu'ties.

< This disposition was strikingly shown
atthe termination of a protracted and severe
illness, with which the Disposer of Events
had visited me, and which lelt me greatly

debilitated both in body and mind.  Cir- |

cumstanced as I then was, T felt that it

would be presumptuous to attemipt to con- |

tinue my former exertions. I therefore
took the carliest opportunity to acquaint
the various parties interested with my de-
sirc to confine my ministerial labours to
one locality.  'When this information was
communicated to the respective congre-
gations of McNab and Pakenham, they
gave abundant proof that they deeply
sympathized with their pastor in his sea-
son of allliction.
pro=pect of his being able to do duty with
previous efliciency, the contest between
these two congregations was, not which
should rid themselves of the enfeebled
minister, but which should retain his less
vigorous services. To have witnessed this
manifestation of disinterested affection with
indifference would have evinced on my

part an incapacity to appreciate what was |

deserving of commendation.

« Afier prayerfully considering this im-
portant matter, various incidents occurred
which led me to conclude that it was the
Divine will that Pakenham should be my
future sphere of ministerial work. On
coming to this conclusion, I unhesitatingly
accepted the unanimous and cordial invi-
tation given me to confine my ministrations
to my present charge. And, though not
a few at the time thought T had made a
wrong choice, subsequent events have
proved that T acted as I ought to have
done. The sacrifice which I made, even
in a pecuniary point of view, has other-
wise been in a great measure compensated.

“ I beg,then, that those who have shown
me so much kindness on this and other
occasions will accept my heartfelt acknow-
ledgements. At the same time I may be
permitied to avail mysell” of the opportu-
nity thus afforded of reminding them that
we are under mutual obligations to the
Great Head of the Church for the harmony

which has so long, so uniform!y and so |

consistentiy existed among us seeing that,
since the connection between us was first
formed, "a spirit was frequenty abroad
calculated to excite a vcf’y different state
of things. And, while we thus enjoy
external peace as a congregation, we
should all uncmsing]y endeavour 1o pos-

sess thatpeace which the Lord Jesus Christ | . ,
F ' sord Jesus Christ i wise Ruter of all things for sending you amonest

bequeathed to His disciples as a legacy.

This is «the peace that passegh all under- |
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bl:llhl\llg: giving peace with God, peace
of conscience, and peace of mind. Where

this peace exiats, there is confidence in

When there was hiule !

i
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Jehovah, submission to His will, devoted-
ness to His cause,and love to all that love
the Divine Redeemer of men.  The pos-
session of this holy serenity imparts more
comfort, even in this present state of ex-
istence, than could possibly be obtained by
the friendship, the applause or the posses-
sion of the whole world.

« But none can have this heavenly tran-
quillity except those that have been born
again and from Above. And none can be
in this truly desirable and happy condition
except those that serve the Lord in truth,
considering how great things He has done
for the human family.  And to act in this
manner is the imperative duty of all mnen,
whatever be their state, whatever be their
calling.  True religion is the one thing
needful, and no law{ul calling is an imped-
iment to true religion.  No man can plead
exemption from the performance of its
sacred duties on account of other engage-
ments,  The solemn command of the
Living God to all the sons of men without
a single exception is, Fear Ged, and keep
IIis commandments, for his is the whole
duty of man.”

THE CONGREGATION OF BELLEVILLE.

We have much pleasure in extracting
the following from the Ddleville Intelli-
gencer of December 27th.

THLE CIIURCH OF SCOTLAND.

Below will ke found the proceedings of a meet-
ing of the members of the Churel of Scotland, at
which an address was adopted, and asum of mon-
ey, amounting to £39, subseribed and presented
to the Rev. Mr. Wulker as a token of estcem and
confidence. Tt is at all times pieasing to see a
unity of feeling and action between a pastor and
his flock, such as is represented in the following
Address and Answer, as it opens a ficld for doing
good, and renders the servicesof a Minister of the
Gospel both pleasing and profitable.  We trust
that the k ndly feeling which exis's between
the Rev.e Mr. Walker and his flock may leng
continne, and that they may bave abuniant cause
to rejoice in bis ministration among them.

“ At a meeting of the Congregation of the
Presbyterian Church in Belleville in connection
with the Church of Scotland on the evening of
the 18th December, 1834, it was resolved unani-
mously that the Address hereio subjoined be
presented to their much esteemed and respected

Mr. George Neilson, the Chairman of this Meet-
ing, be requested to sizn the same in the name of
the Congregation, and to present the same to Mr.
Walker, aiong with a purse containing the mmount
of money on the subscription-list hereto annexed.
GEO. NEILSON, Chairman.
J. B. MUINNIS, Secretary.
“« ToTHE Ruv'd ARCHIBALD WALKER,

« Reverend and Dear Sir~We take this mode
of conveying to you our united and heart-felt
coneratulations on the safe arrival among us of
Mrs. Walker, and hope that you both may be
long spared to dwell in the midst of usin the
bonds of faith and love.

“Weo have reason to be thankful to the All-

us to break unto us the bread ol Life, and hope
that nothing may ever arise to shake that confi-
denee in your jutegrity of character as a faithful
Miuister of the Gospel, which we all feel, and as
a token of the sincerity of our feelings please 10
accept this free-will-offering.

inerease to the annuities,

“ With best wishes for your welfure, and that
you and Mrs. Walker may see many happy re-
turns ot the season,

“ We are, Dear Sir,
“ Yours in all sincerity,
** For the Congregation,
¢« By their Chairman,
“ GEoRGE NEILsoN,”

REPLY.
“ To GEORGE NEILSGN, Fsa., CHAIRMAN.

“ A Minister of the Gospsl requires the entire
confidence and esteem of his people, in order not
only to benefit them but to draw thase who ara
yet without into the arms of the Cliurch. This
1s the second occus.on. since | came amongst you,
on which I have experienced substantial evidence
of your respect towards me as your Pastor, and [
trust that, through the help of God. T may be long
enabled to preach unto you faithfully the Woid of
“I'vuth and Life—that Woid which alone is able
to make us good here and happy throughout
eternity. .

« Ascept of my sincere thanks for your kind
and handrome free-will-offering. and my grati-
tude to you for the kind recept.on ofinlcoagret-
ulution on the arrival of Mrs, Wulker, whose
interests are now indissolubly united with my
owfl. )

« Mrs. Walker joins with me in wishing you
and the Congregation all the compliments of the
season.

« Hoping you will be pleascd to convey the
above 1o the Congregation,

« Believe me, Dear Sir,
“Yours very sincerely,
¢ ArcHiBALD WALKER.”

PRESBYTERY OF MONTREAL.

On Woednesday, the 20th u't.. the
Rev. Duncan Anderson, (miztamed Pater-
son in our la-t issue) a licentiate of the
Church of Scotland, recently deputed to
Canada by the Colonial Committee as a
Missionary, and for a short time Jabouring
at Point Levi, a rising villag: opposite to
Quehec, was by the Presbytery of Mon-

treal, the Rev. Alexander  Wallace,
Moderator, presiding, ordained to the

charge of the congregation organized at
that place, having given his assent to the
Act relating to the spiritual independence
of the Church, as usual on such ocrasions.
We understand that the prospects of the
newly organized congregation are very
good,and we trust that the labours of their

exC . . voung pastor amongst them may be blessed
Minicter, the Rev. Archibald Walker, and that | 7 el °

to the comforting of many and their build-
ing-up in the faith.

MixisTers’ Winows® aANpD ORrpHANS
TFunp. We lay before our readers a copy
of the Supplement to the Seventh Annual
Report, showing the actual state of the
Funds at the close of the Managers’ finan-
cial year. Gratifying as it is to observe
the increase in the amount of collections
made by many of the congregations, yet
the ¢laims of widows have alzo so in-
creased that the Managers are reluctantly
obliged to defer the time for making an
Much will de-
pend on the collections to be taken up
during the present month of January? 1f
the total amount realised and remitted
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[
exhibit an increase over last year, the
Managers may still be enabled to make an
increase to ali the annuities. We hope
that all our congregations will make vigor-
ous eflorts to produce so desirable a result,

SUPPLEMENT TO SEVENTH ANNUAL
REPORT.

MINISTERS’ WIDOWS® AND ORPHANS® FUND OF
THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF CANADA IN
CONNECTION WITH THE CHURCH OF SCOTLAND.

When the Seventh Report, which bears date
16th May last, was made out and submitted to the
Synod, the Managers stated that they could at that
time only ofler a conjectural view of what the
state of the IFunds would be at the end of the
firancial year. ‘They are now in a position to
show the actual amounts at the credit of the re-
spective Funds.

At the credit of the Fund formed
from Ministers’ Contributions there
APPEUTS. cevenovnnonansnannnas ... £1365 10 1

And at the credit of the Fund
formed fromCongregational Collec-
tions.eveeereenn.

1765 8 5.
_&

£3130 18 6

Of which there is invested and
bearing interest......ouvvieeninn. .£3010 10 0
And cash in Treasurer’s hands to

be invested in January...ccooevieenenne 120 8 6

£3130 18 6
From most of the Congregations formerly re-
ported as in arrear the Managers have since re-
ceived remittances. They have in particular to
acknowledge the liberality ot the Quebec Congre-
gation, whose contribution amounted to the large
sun ot £36.
There are now eight Annuitants on the list,
which is an increase of one since May last, and
this may cause the Managers to delay in making

the small addition which, in the last Report, they

stated it to be their anxious wish to make to the
Annuities payable from the Congregational Col-
lections. If, however, the amount realised in
January, 1853, when the Annual Collections are
taken up, should exhibit a marked improvement
over former ycars, the Managers hope to have the
satisfaction of reporting to the next meeting of
Synod that they have been enabled to carry out
the view they have so much at heart—of raising
all the Annuities.  In the meantin:e they respect-
fully request the Ministers throughout the bounds
of the dynolto muke known to their congrega-
tions the condition ot the Fund, the coustantly
increasing claims upon it, and the necessity that
exists for greater liberality in its support,
(Signed,) Arex. MarHitsox, D. D.,
Chairman.

Hew Rausavy,
Secretary.
MoxTrEAL, 8th December, 1854,

N.B.—Remittances 1o be made to Argx.
Simeson, Fsq., Bauk of Montreal, Treasurer o
the Fund, and ackuowledgements will by made
mouthly i the Presbyterian.

THE CHURCH OF SCOTLAND.

COMMISSION OF THE GENERAL
ASSEMBLY.

The Commission of the General Assembly
meets on the 15th November, when it is under-
stood that matters of importance connected with |
the Parish Schools ot Scotland, as affected by Lord |
Kinnaird’s Bill, and with the educational meas-
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ures now carrying outin India (and in which the
Church’s schools and missions in that part of the
World are intimately concerned.) will come be-
fore it. 1t is therefore expected that there will
be such an attendance of members as will evince
the interest felt generally in those important mat-
ters. Itisalso, we hear, likely that the appropri-
ation of the collections made over to the Church
for ¢ behoof of the wives and families of soldiers
and sailors engaged in the present war, may be
brought before the Commission.—Northern Stan-
durd.

SYNOD OT LOTHIAN AND TWEEDDALF.

The Synod of Lothian and Tweeddale met yes-
terday in the Assembly Hall, Castlehil!, when

after an_able and impressive discourse by the re- |
tiring Moderator, the Rev. Thomas Gordon, of

Newbattle, from I Cor.ix. 22, [ am made all
things to all raen that 1 might by all means save
sorme,” the Rev. Archibald Buchanan, minister
ot 8t. Thomas, South Leith, was chosen Moder-
ator lor the ensuing half-year.

SCHEMES OFY THE CHURCH.

Rev. I. C. Fowrer, the Convener of the
Synei’s Commiittee, wave in the Report of the
Schemes of the Cliurch.  He said that, in so far as
returns had been made to him by the different
Presbyteries, ihe result of the collections had been
most gralifying, although he resretted to have to
report that from one of them no proper returns
had been transmitted, From the Preshytery of
Dunbar there were 1eturns for the six Schemes
to the amount of £139, and for educational and
benevolent purposes, £115. From the Preshy-
tery of Linlithzow, for the six Schenies. £310,
and for other purposes. £309,  From the Preshy-
tery of Bigear, for the six Schemes, £43, and
for other purposes, £32. I'rom the Presbytery
of’ Pecbles, for the six Schemes, £244. and
for other purposes, £138. I'rom the Presbytery
of Haddington, for the six Schemes, £227, and
for other purposes, £146. From the Presbytery
of Tdinburgh, for the six Schemes. £2872. and
for other purposes, £4320. The total thus collect-
ed dunng the lust year was, for the six Schemes.
£3857, and for educational and collateral pur-
poses. £3260, in ail, Lo147. That gratifying re-
sult did not embrace what had been contributed
within the bounds of the Presbytery of Dalkeith,
from which no proper returns had reached him.
There was one feature in the returns which had
been transmitted to Lim 1o which it was proper
to call the attention of the Synod, that in a zood
many parishes no collections had been made at
all. e put it to his brethren, who were at fault
in this matter, whether, sirce the Church was
happily displaying so much zeal, and putling
forth veally effective cnergy to advance the Re-
deemer’s kingdom, it was rieht in them to do
absolutely nothing in helping forward so impor-
tant an object, not only 10 give no contributions
themselves but to obstruct the contributions of
the people who waited upon their ministrations
by not giving them an opportunity of aiding the
mssionary enterprises of the Church to which
they belonged. He trusted that in future all the
ministers within the bounds of the Synod would
do their duty, and that on the next oceasion he
should not require to give an account of so many
failures. At the same time he should venture
to give warning to his brethren who might sys-
tematically disobey the injunctions of the General
Assembly  that he had no doubt that Court
would take effectual means f{or seenring obedi-
ence to the orders which itenjoins, and see that the
clergymen of the ditferent parishes at least give
their people an opportunity of coniributing on
the days tixed for that purpose; of course min-
Isters were not responsible for the amount of
contributions given ; they must vary according
lo the ability and other circumstances of theiy pai-
ishes i and it was well known that a eollection,
srmatl in amount i one parish, 1nay be really, all
things considered. more liberal than a much larger
arnount furnished by a neighbouring parish, Al
that was well understopd, and he would conclude

by expressing an earnest hope that they would
all voluntorily do their duty, and endeavour to
cultivate, what was of the utmost value, a mis-
sionary spirit among their flocks. Mr, Fowler
afterwards observed that in the Presbytery of
Dalkeith missionary and educational efforts were
in a most healthy state.

The Rev. Dr. Siursox, of Kirknewton, was sure
that ail the members of Synod sympathized with
the Convener regarding the complaints he had
heen obliged to make with respect 10 the returns
of some of the Presbyteries. He would regret
very mucn if every minister did not see it to be
his duty to allow his people an opportunity of
contributing.

After a good deal of conversation on the
subject, it was agreed, on the motion of the
Rev. George Smith, of Tolbooth Parish, se-
conded by the Rev. Dr. Aiton, of Delphinton,
to approve of the report, reappoint the Com-
miitee, (Mr. Fowier, Convener.) return the
thanks of the Synod to the Convener sor his val-
uable labonrs, and to instruct the Clerk of Synod
to communicate with the Clerks of the different
Presbyteries, expressing the Synod’s regret that
from many of the parishes there had been no re-
turns, and to ascertain the reason why in so
many instances the injunctions of the General
Assembly have not been complied with,

SABBATH SCHOOLS.

The Rev. Mr. Gorpon, the Convener of the
Syned’s Committec on this subject, requested
that in the month of April next at farthest re-
turns might be made to him on this subject from
the various Presbyteries, so that the same might
be made up and transmitted to Dr. Craik, the
Convener of the General Assembly’s Committee,
in time for their being reported to the Assembly.

He regretted that on the last occasion many of
these returns had been received atso late a periad
that it was found impossible 1o include them in
the report which was presented to the last Gen-
eral Assembly. .

The Rev. Dr. MACFARLANTE, of Duddingston.
reported that, as the byunod’s corresponding mem-
ber to the Synod of Glasgow and Ayr, he lad
duly attended the diets of the late meeting of that
S_'y'nod.

Alter deeiding an incidental peint in the case
of South Leith Kirk-session, in which an appeal
was taken to the next General Assembly, the
Synod adjourned.—Edinburgh Evening ~Post.

ORDINATION OF MISSIONARY TOTHE JEWS.e—
The Presbytery of St. Audrews met there on
‘T'uesday, the 311 Oct., for the purpose of ordain-
ing to the office of the holy ministry the Rev.
James Bonthorne, recently appointed by the Gen-
eral Assembly’s Jewish Mission Committee
to a station in the Kast. The convener of the
Committee. the Rev, Dr. Playfair, of Abereorn,
and John Tawse, Fsq., secretary, attended the
meeting, as a deputation from the Committee,
A very able discourse was preached by the Rev,
William Davidson, of Largs, from Ezekiel xxxvii,
3. ; und a most interesting address suited to the
solemn oceasion was delivered by him.

PrESBYTERY o Crrar.—This reverend court
met on Tuesday last week at 12 o’clock noon,
when Mr. Williamson, of Collessie, was appointed
Moderator for the next half-year, and took the
chair accordingly.  Mr. Scort gave fn a Report
fromtheCommitteeappointed to examine students,
showing that the Committee had met on the pre-
vious day, and examined the 5 following sllru‘lenl‘s,
namely, Mr. David Landale, and Mr.J. l;‘ Thom-
son, Balmerino, enterinyg the fourth year’s classes;
Mr. David Themson, Cupar, third year’s ("lussr‘s;
Mr. Wallace, Mudras Academy, the fecondyear’s,
and Mr. [enry Wilson, the first year’s. ‘The ap-
pearance of each of the stucents the Comnmittee
considered satisfactory.

Mr. Cocuraxe said that the examination to
which these young men had been  subjected
should be enough to convince the Preshytery, and
to convince students, that hencelorth Presbyterial



examinations were not te be regarded as a mere
form. From 11 till past 2 o’clock these students
underwent the formentum of a searching exami-
nation, and he was quite delighted with the ap-
pearance they made. Henceforth it should be un-
derstood that, while the Committee of Presbytery
had no wish to institute anythinyg beyond a fair
examination, yet at the same time it would be
thorough and searching, and he hoped that the
annouucement thus made would reach their
students.

Dearnor e Rev. JanEes Broruerston—
We have to record the death of this highly
esteemed clergyman, for many years assis-
tantin the parishes of Lowick, Eccles, Linton,
and Edgerston, and latterly chaplain to the
Royal [nfirmary, Edinburgh. He was gener-
ally beloved by all those under his charse
for his piety and traly Christian disposition,
and also highly distinguished in the Church
for his profound leaming and general ac-
quirements. His loss is deeply felt by all his
friends and acquaintances.

THe Late Rev. CoLt. MacpoxaLDp, or Poxr-
TREE, SKyE.—This vencrabie clergyman, whose
death is announced in our vbitvary, was a nafive
of Uist, and was upwards of 80 years of age. He
has laboured in the ministry for nearly a quarter
of & century. His first appointment ‘was to the
missionary station of Strontian, where he was
much estecmed, and where for many years after
his departure he was heldin pleasing rémembrance,
Ever since his settlement in Portree, about 40
years ago, he has been uniformly characterised
as a man of sterling integrity and moral worth, of
a clear and discriminating mind, and of a most
friendly and amiable disposition.  Well acquaint-
ed with Highland character under all its bear-
ings, he was always ready to forward the best
intevests of the poor, and to give sound direction
and advice in matters both sacred and secular to
all classes of his parishioners. By his indefati-
gable exertions several years ago he was hap-
pily instrumental in erecting twoexcellent schools,
one in his own parish, and one in the adjacent
parish of Snizort, and in recovering funds requi-
site for their endowment, which had been left by
a native of that district, of the name of M*Diar-
mid, who died abroad. While Mr. Macdonald
was always firndy attached to the Church of iis
fathers, yet from the gencrosity of his sentunents
and disposition he was ever ready to associate
with those who differed with him in opinion, and
to co-operate with them on the sound basis of a
common Chiistianity. In short My, Macdonaid
will be loug remembered iu the place as oue of
those worthy and excellent country clergymen,
who acted not only as faithful expounders of the
Word of Life, but likewise as the fathers and the
counsellors of their people.—Northern Standurd,

ScHEMES OF THE CHnureH—MUNIFICENT
Donarrox.—The sum of £100, to be equally
divided among the Schemes of the Church of Scot-
fand, has just been sent through the hands of the
Rev. Dr. Muir, of St. Stephen’s, Edinburgh. We
are glad to notice that such examples as this are
multiplying.  And, while, in the present case
the donor’s unobtrusiveness is peculiarly interest-
ing, the substantial expression given of regard for
the Church’s plans of Christian zeal and charity
is deserving of most grateful acknowledgement.

PRESBYTERY OF STRANRAER.—At a nmeeting
of the Presbytery of Slranraer,he!d on Wednes-
day the 1st. inst., a presentation in  favoug
of the Rev. William Kerr to the church
and parish of New Luce, with a letter of accep-
tance from the presentee, was submitted and sus-
tained.*” Mr, Kerr wasappointed to preachat New
Luce on the 19th inst., and the call to be moder-
ated in on the 7th proximo.

ST. MarY’S CoLLEGE, ST. ANprew’s.—The
Rev. Mr. Tulloch was formally inaugurated as
Principal of this College on Thursday last. Ata

THE PRESBYTERIAN.

meeting of the Heads of the University on Satur-
day the degree of Doctor of Divinity was confer-
red on Mr. Tulloch.

MoDpERATORSHIP OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY.
We are authorised to state that the Rev. Dr. Bell,
of Linlithgow, will be proposed as Muderator of
the ensuing General Assembly. Edinburgh Post,

Uxiversity Degrers.—The Senafe of the
University of Glasgow on Monday week confer-
red the degree of D.D. on the Rev. George Smith,
minister of the Tolbooth Church, Edinburgh and
the Rev. John M°Farlane, minister of the parish
of Arrochar, Dumbartonshire.

.
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It is gratifying to notice the pleasure
with which the contributions from the
Colonies to the Patriotic Fund are wel-
comed. The sympathies of the people
are warmly enlisted in the present con-
test, they believing it to be a just war on
our part.

GENERAL ASSEMBLY'S COLLECTION
FOR THE

WIVES AND FAMILIES OF SOLDIERS
AND SAILORS ENGAGED IN THE PRES-
ENT WAR.

Edinburgh, 27th Novembar, 1854,

Ata mecling of the committee appointed by
the last General Assembly to take charge of the
collection ordered to be made on behalf of the
wives and families of soldiers and sailors engaged
in the present war:—Sederunt. Rev. Dr. Robert-
sou, Dr. Grant, Dr. Balfour, Rev. Mr. Snith, Mr.
Young Howieson, Mr.M: Ritchie, Professor Swin-
ton; Mr Young, ®uent for the Church, Secretary.

"The meeting having been constituted by prayer,
Mr. Young reported—

1. That, in conformity with the resolutions
adopted by the meeting of 27th July, due notice
was given by him to all the ministers of the
Church of the day appointed for the collection-—
namely, the second Sabbath of September, and
a suflicient number of copies of the relative cjr-
cular, approved of by the committee, sent alony
with each notice, for general distribution on the
Sabbath immediately preceding.

2. That collections have been received by
bim from 563 parishesor ¢ongregations, to the
amount of £.2034, 13s. 11d., and that a farther
sum of £331 17s. 9d. was collected in 60 par-
ishes or congregations before the day of colice-
tion appointed by the committee, and remitted to
associations in aid of the charity in Edinburgh
and Glasgow, making thus the total number of
contributing parishes up to this date, 625 and the
amount of their contributions £3469 11s. 8.

3. That, besides the collections which have
been made at Home in aid of the charity, the fol-
lowing liberal coutributions have been received
from congregations in communion with the Churel
of Scotland in the British Colonies, viz.:—

Scottish Church, Miramichi . . £12 00
“ St. Andrew’s, Montreal 1416 7
“ St. Matthew’s. Halifax .. 24 0 0
@ Rev. W. Donald, St John’s, New
« Brunswick . . .70 97
B Bombay, per Rev. G. Cook 40 0 0
“ Caleutta, per Rev. J. C. Herd-
man . . . N 96 0 0
Inall . L.257 6 2
4. That the sut now at the disposal of the com-
mittee will stand therefore, as follows :—
Amount of Home Collections from 625

parishes . . . . L3469 11 8

Amount of contributions from Colonial
Congregations . . . . 207 6 2
£3726 17 10

Deduct Collection from 60
parishes remitted to Edin-
burgh and Glasgow Asso-
ciations . . £331 17 9
And Secretary’s Outlays 65 0 0 £399 17 9

Sum at Credit of Committee . £3127 0 1

5. That there are 538 parishes or congrega-
tions belonging tothe Charch, from which, as
yet, returhs have not been reccived ; and that it
Is probable, therefore—particularly as many of
the collections now repoarted were remitied only
very recently—that considerable additions may
still be made'to the sum in hand.

The committee feel deeply gratified by Mr.
Young’s report, as evincing, on the part of the
contributing congregations, a just appreciation of
the urgent call that was made upon them. They
are particularly gratified by the munificent con-
tributions received from the Colunies, and instruct
the Convener to make grateful acknowledgement of
these contributions i name of the committee.
They think it highly probable in fact that by
many of the congiegations from which contribu-
tions have not yet been sent in, collections have
been already made, but delayed to be remitted
in the hope that additional sums might be receiv-
ed. In those cases in which collections have
not as yet been made, the committee will gladly
give precedence 1o “ The Patriotic Fund,” of
the object of which they deem it superfluous to
say they most cordially approve. At the same
time they feclassured that the wives and fami.
lies ofthe brave men who happily still survive to
ficht the battles of the country, as well as the
widows and orphans of those who have fallen
in its defence, will be regarded by every right-
hearted member of the community as having very
powerful claims on his sympathy and support.
Never, it will be universally and ‘most gratefully
acknowledged, did an army deserve better of the
country, or do more to sustain and elevate its
character, than that truly hevoic and devoted
force which is now in the trenches before Sebag-
topol.

In regard to the disposal of the funds now in
their hands, the committee are of opinion that, to
enable thein to come to a salisfactory conclusion,
they require 1o have full intormation before them,
as to what provision has been made for adminis-
tering relief to the objects of the charity resident
in Scotland ; and, also, as to how far, and on what
conditions, the means of'such relief is suj.plied by
the Central Military and Naval Associatious in
London.

The Convener and Secretary were, therefore
requested to put themselves ‘in (‘ommunicalion,

vith the parties whom they might find on inqui-
ry’to be able to furnish them with the informa-
tion required ; and particularly with Major the
Hon. 1. L. Powys and Rear-Admiral Sjr Fdward
Parry, and to report on as carly a day as possible.

The committee unanimously ordered to be re-
corded in their minutes the deeply grateful sense
which they entertain of the valuable services
which have been gratuitously rendered to them
by Mr. Young.

(Signed.) Jayes RonerTson, D.D., Convener.

CoLrECTIONS FOR foLDIERS Wives.—Sympa-
thizing heartily with the disposition to prevent
the necessity of the wives and children of soldiers
in the war force being reduced 1o the condition
of paupers, we are glad that the collection recome«
mended by the General Assembly is at length
announced. We cannot doubt that an appeal to
the patriotic feelings and benevolence of the coun-
try will receive a liberal response ; and, jf we
take example from the comparatively large col-
lections made in congregations in our American
Colonies, the result will be very saxisﬁ)ctory.—
LEdinburgh Northern Standard,
——

A Brsuor PREACHING ouT oF Doors,~—"I'he
new Bishop of Salisbury inaugurated his episco-
pate by discoursing ouf of doors toa large assem-
bly of railway labourers, a circumstance which
the English episcopate has seldom seen.



COMMUNICATIONS.

[The eonluctors of « The Preshyterian” do not
hold themselves responsible for the opinons ex-
pres-ed in the comunications that may from
time to time appear under this head. ]

THE LATE REV. DR. MAIR, OF FERGUS.

The Reverend Hugh Mair, D. D., whose
deash was briefly noticed in the Preshyte-
rian for last month, was born, we believe,
in the year 1798, at the village of New-
milps in Ayrshire. Scotland.  Having stud-
ied at the University of Glasgow, he was
Teensed to preach the Gospel in the year
1823 by the United Sccession Church. In
1828 he left Scotland for America, and for
the first year of his residence ministered
to the Dutch Reformed Church at Fort
M:ller and Northumberland in the State of
New York. His next settlement was at
Johnstown in the same State, where for
about 14 years he laboured assiduously as
Pastor of the Presbyterian Church, and,
we are informed, successfully, being also
much beloved by his flock. e visited
Canada in 18£3, but did not at that time
accept a charge there, of which he had
the offer ; but returned to the United States,
and for the next 3 years had the oversight
of the Presbyterian Church, first at Brock-
portand then at Warsaw, both in the State
of New York. He visited this Province
a second time in 1846, and was again in-
vited to settle in it; but it was ot till a
subsequent visit in 1847 that he decided
on taking up his abode permanently in the
Country.  On this occasion he visited va-
rious places which were destitute of'a set-
tled ministry, and preached in Saint An-
drew's Church, Fergus, on two succeeding
Sabbaths in the beginning of August so
much to the edification and satisfaction of
the people of the congregation, which had
long been vacant, that on his leaving, after
ten days’ sojourn among them, they gave
him a hearty and unanimous call to be their
minister. Aficr some time he signified his
sccentance of the call, and finally arrived
g 1o 2 October, from which
LAie 0 Teguany {0 Ine Deone
WS L2207 TASIOF AIANGZA Al nduction was
unavoidably delayed till the 1stor reoruassy
following. In this situaiion he continued
fill the day of his death, devoting himself
untiringly to the important duties of his
sacred office, with how much fidelity the
following short sketeh of his labours there
will imperfeetly show.—

When the possibility of his receiving a
call to Fergus was suggested to his mind,
but before any proposal on the suhject ha
been made to him, his principal desire
seemed to he to ascertain whether, if
such an offer should be made, he could
reckon on the steady co-operation of one or
two in keeping up a weekly prayer meeting
and Bible class, both which he considered
essential tothe well-heing of a congregation,
Without being satisfied on this point, (and
he was not long left in doubt on the matter,)
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he most probably Would not have resolved
to accept the eall which he suhsequently
received. Knowing also from experience
how little comparatively was to be expeet-
ed from the most faithful endeavours to
make an impression on those who had
grown up indifferent to religion, while they
made a profession of it, his main hope in
establishing a Bible-class was from the
youngof his flock ; but he by no nieans con-
fined it to them,as all who would come were
cordially welcomed, if they «wame desirous
of instruction, and he felt very much en-
couraged by the countenance of =ome con-
siderably advanced in life as well as in
Chyistian knowledge and experience. The
amount of study in preparation for this
branch of his duty was probably even more
than for his pulpit ministrations, and, he
believed, was fully warranted by the hoped-
for results. Afier having mastered the sub-
jeet himself, his great aim was to bring it
within the range of all the class: that even
what our forefathers designated the ** weak-
est capacities” mght get, if no more, at
all events * an inkling ” of the meaning of
the sacred writer, as his repeatedenquiry,
« whether they thought they saw through
it,” clearly manifested : while above all
his earnest exhortations at the close of the
lesson, his hopes and prayers that good
might be done,—that the subject might
not only tell on the intelleet but also on
the heart and life —that through the instra-
mentality of the truth thuswet before them
his hearers might be benefited :—¢* if not
already, good might become so—or, if so
in some degree previously, might become
better and better ”—that some souls might
be brought within the fold, and others might
make further attainments in holiness: the
remembrance of these his constant exhor-
tations and prayers will, we believe, con-
tinue to be cherished and prized by those
who enjoyed the privilege of attending
these meetings. During the last year of
his life he appeared more than ever to
desire that his instructions should be made
available for the immature as well as the
more advanced ; and he therefore latterly
Somined witn nis docuriinal subiect a his-
rorica: POrNOK. S0 TH&: au Mgt nave some-
stited 0" 'nem.ana Cacuaten 10 (0=
strac: and impress them, His eftorts 107
the young also appeared by an interesting
series of dixconrses. delivered last summer,
on the History of Joseph, and hy a dis-
course on the Sabbath School Cause, writ-
ten about the same time @ but the delivery
of which way delayed, and so prevented
by his unexpected death.  His Bible-class
was commeneed on the 12th December,
1817, and was continued with only a few

Wang

weeks? occasional intermission at the close

of an extended portion of Seripture, and
during a five-monthy’ absence from Fergus
in 1849 on a visit to his native country,
till the 1st October, 1854, the last Sabbath
he spent with his peaple.  Those who at-
tended the class were not wholly of his
own eongregation. His desire being to do

good, he welcomed all who wished to get
good without reeognizing any scetional dis-
tinction or peculianty: and -such ever

found that, if these temporary distinetions

were alluded to in the regular course of
investigation, the use made of them was
principally to show how desirable it was
that they should «all be one in Christ
Jesus.”--Besides various doctrinal subjects,
interspersed through the course for the
suke of a little variety as well as edifica-
tion, and the historical portions referred to
ahove, during his residence at Fergus he
went through the Epistle to the Romans,
the Book of Ecelesiastes, and the Epistle to
the Galatians, at least as far as the post-
seript to the latter Epistle, concluding
most appropriately and very strikingly his
last Bible-class lesson of this nature by
an exhortation from the words, “ Be not
«weary n well-doing, for in due season
« ye shall reap if ve faint not ; let us there-
¢ fore do good unto all, as we have oppor-
“ tunity.” &e. Two communications, con-
tained in the Preshyierian for May, 1849,
and June, 1851, show in some measure
that hisearnest labours in this departinent
of his work were appreciated, as well as
record his own ardent desires for the good
of those whom he was instructing: and
in all probability, had he been spared till the
present time, another similar testimony of
mutual regard would have fullen to be no-
ticed : but he now ¢ rests from his labours,
and his works follow himn.”

Prayer was not only highly valued but,
as stated before, esteemed by him to be
indispensable to the well-being of any peo-
ple, whether individually orsocially consid-
cred, and thus the weekly prayer meeting,
established at his coming to Fergus, was
regularly maintained, however few might
avail themselves ol the privilege. Often had
he cause to lament, not only privately but
in public, over the meagre attendance and
what, he conceived, must thevefore be the
spiritual condition of his people and his
efforts were unceasing for the purpose of
gettingthose,withwhomhe came in contact,
to attend.  Being also fully convinced that
“out of the abundance of the heart the
noute sheassw:.” 2e was arwavs desirou:
o0 SUCH GCEASIONs s nese meeyngs pre-
sein@a 10 d0re ODDOFIUNNY 0 A, Wor
could or would do so0, to testily o1 wnerr
own personal experience of the effects of
Gospel truth on their minds; and lus own
exhortations were always pertinent and
exceedingly impressive. Besides the week-
Iy prayer meeting he had long desired to
have a monthly one of a Missionary char-
acter ; but circumstances rendered this im-
practicable till shortly before his death:and
thus the second meeting of this kind was
held the very day he left Fergus, never
more to return thither. Missions had al-
ways held a prominent place in his regard,
and for missionaries a warm fellow-feeling
was ever expressed by him. He period-
jcally preached on the cause ; and a visit
to New York in the month of May last



was made doubly interesting from the pros-
pect of hearing Dr. Duff, with whose ad-
dresses on that occasion he was highly de-
lighted, characterizing them as “ at once
eloguent, edifying and effective.”” ~ Tm-
pressed with the belief that those associated
with himself in the government of the
Church should be men of prayer, he pro-
posed at an early period of his ministry at
Fergus having a monthly sessional prayer
meeting, which accordingly was commenc-
ed and held in rotation at the houses of the
several members ever after ; on which oc-
casions, if necessary, business might be

transacted, but at all events prayer be
offered up, and an exhortation delivered
ot only to fhe session but to any who
might feel a pleasure in such services. ln
his prayers in the sanctuary, if his words |
were few, they were *¢ well chosen,” and
occasionally exceedingly comprehensive.
Strikingevents, occurring in the Providence
of God, were at times noticed, and individ-
ual cases perhaps brought more promi-
nently forward than is often done, but the
interest felt, and the belief entertained of
the efficacy of prayer, were sufficient in
general to justify it to the minds of all ; just
as; in visiting in the course of his ministerial

duty, the plainness of the questions put on
the most important matters, and  which
others might possibly have endeavoured |

“to ascertain wore indireetly, showed how !
much he felt that, to be of use, a minister
mustcomeinto close contact withhispeople.
He frequently during the last few months
of his life expressed his anxious wish that |
there could be a general prayer meeting in
the place, one in which all could unite
without regard to the particular branch of
the Church of God to which they belonged,
especially all those who loved the Lord
Jesus Christ in sincerity. Nothing would
more have refreshed his spirit than the
accomplishment of this, which he had evi-
dently very much at heart.

Where he felt his visits were really val-
ued, he spared himself no lubour in pay-
ing them, feeling it in such cases to be
“a real privilege.” Religion was never
with him a secondary matter, and it was
consequently introduced by him in conver-
sation without constraint; and yet pri-
d nce guided his movements, and time.
place and circumstances were in general
duly weighed ; and even those who cared
for none of these things were thus at times
brought to hear a word in season. Even
where his visits were less of a ministerial
character, he never felt satisfied unless
some religious exercise had been engaged
g
speeca Was. accuraing 0 me Anostolic
maxim, * 21WAv WIth grace, seasoned Wittt
galt.” His conduct, tTrom not neing tnor-
oughly understooll, may sometimes have
been misconstrued by those who might
think he might have mixed more with gen-
eral society on special occasions: but
this arose from his high sense of propriety
and of the importance of redeeming the

and this. notwithstanding that hisl
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time, and his fear of in any way appearing
to countenance by his presence that which,
though quite innocently entered on, might
have merged into frivolity or worse, and
thus an injury been done to the cause of
his Master. But no one could be more
agreeable and at the same time cheerful
and happy than himself, when relaxing for
a litte in the society of others from the
fatiguing labours of a ministerial life: and,
although all could feel pleasure in his so-
ciety from his companionable qualities, it
would be only those like-minded, who
would long continue to do so; for Heaven
and heavenly matters were bis principal
theme, and to them he would naturally
and easily direct conversation.

He laboured indefatigably for the good
of his people : his warnings or advices
were given with no uncertain sound: it
was “ Thassaith the Lord,” that accompa-
nied them all ; and, if at any time the gla-
ring nature of an evil presented to his view,
and the feeling that by withholding a re-
buke he should wthhold part of the coun-
sel of God, made him appear to speak with
some degree of asperity, and, it might be,
without weighing all the circumstances,
when convinced that such was the case,
he was ever ready to make the allowance
the occasion might demand. He was of
so frank and open a nature himself that he
expected perhaps morcofit in others than
e commonly found: deceit or double-
dealing of any kind he abhorred: using
with regard to such as acted thus the figu-
rative expression that they ¢ described
moral parabolas:” straight forward him-
self, he delighted in an honest expression
of sentiment, although differing from his
own views.

His despondency was frequently, it
might be said generally, very great, that
his labours appeared to be so little blessed,
that worldliness appeared to prevail almost
universally even among the professed fol-
lowers of the Lord Jesus Christ, that so
few came up to the help of the Lord against
the mighty ata time when His cause re-
quired it so greatly. Tt might truly be said
of him as of one of old, ¢ rivers of waters
run down mine cyes because men keep
not Thy law ;” and notwithstanding, there
is some reason to believe, good was done
among his people, though the amount or
extent the great day alone will declare.

He was exceedingly attentive to order,
considering it essential to all good govern-
ment, and yet not slavishly so, where pe-
culiar exigencies required rules to be for
a time sct aside: then he was ever ready

!0 acquiesce, where it could conscientious-

v ne aona.ine mater peing ~vrovidential.”
is juggement coud be reited on. ana was
much valueq py nose wne werearquaint-
ed with him. He was a keen discerner
of moral character, and, where he was de-
deived, it was by his thinking too favour-
ably of those who did not deserve it; and
this would happen, for “all his failings
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leant to virtue’s side.” He had a high
regard for punctuality, especially in adher-
ing to engagements, however minute, when
made, almost considering those who trans-
gressed in this way as ¢ moral delinquents,®
and was much distressed when he was
unavoidably prevented acting up to his
convictions of duty in this respect. He
was possessed of a most kind, sympathiz-
ing nature, entering, as if they had been
his own, into the joys or sorrows of those
with whom he was associated, ever as
ready to weep with those who wept as to
rejoice with those who rejoiced, and to
use his own personal exerticns for the re-
lief of those suffering under worldly loss
as to administer to their spiritual wants.
When unable prudently to do himself all
that the kindness of his disposition would
have dictated, his influence over others
was never wanting. As stewards merely
of God’s bounties, he felt he could call on
such as had to impart to such as lacked
and, even where personally unknown, his
character as a minister of the Gospel gave
him, he considered, opportunity of thus
aiding the needy and deserving. Of this,
we believe, many can testify from their
own experience. He was exceedingly
sensitive and go disposed to show kindness
hat, where he met with any repulse, he
felt it most keenly ; but even this did not
make him give over efforts for good, as op-
portunity offered : and his perseverance
in well-doing in this manner—in returning
good for evil—met frequently with its re-
ward, in obstacles being removed out of
the way, often quite unexpectedly.

His ‘spirit was a truly Catholic one.
While firm in his adherence to his own
views, and attached to that portion of the
Church with which he was connected, he
was ever ready to extend the hand of fel-
lowship to all whom he believed to be good
men, as from the previous particulars will
readily be believed, yet he was uncom-
promising in his convictions of duty, and
ever declared the truth with all boldness
and confidence. Ile was an admirable
Greek and Hebrew scholar, and, we be-
lieve, has rendered essential service to
others in the acquisition of these Jangua-
ges, and, had his attention been more di-
rected to this, might have done much good
in this way. In the pulpit he was ever
drawing out of his treasures “things new
and old.” The aspects of Divine Provi-
dence, the signs of the times, were often
dwelt on, as they were much pondered by
him: and in general he spoke with such
clearness and accuracy as to make himself
easily intelligible to all: he spoke also with
greal energy, throwing his whole soul, ag
‘t were. into his subject; and this was pre-
em.nent.v the case waere 'he great truths
a me Gospe. were aecared —iwe ah.
deatn —rieaven and Hei.—salvaton an.
perdition,—then he was earnest indeea
in beseeching sinners in Christ’s name to
be reconciled to God, in showing that his
determination was at all hazards “not to



shun to declare the who'e counsel of
God.” .

A few discourses delivered by him at |
Johnstown were printed while he was
resident there.  An extract from a funeral
sermon, preached on the occasion of the
death of a highly valued friend, the late
A. D. Fordyce, Esq., appeareld in the
Preshyterian for April, 1852 and fo this
paper he often spoke of contributing an
occasional article, but circumstances pre-
vented ;and the article on “the Love of
Christ,” the concluding part of which was
contained in last month’s number, and
which was the substance of the first ser~
mon delivered by him at Fergus, was only
revised for this purpose before he left that
place for the last time. These are all of
his writingsswhich, as far as we know,
have vet been made public. He has been
requested to give {or publication addresses
delivered at Bible Society Meetings; but
of this his genuine modesty would never
allow : unless it had been general, he con-

gidered it might have appeared as his de-
sire to <hine at the expense of others whose |
addresses had been withheld. A Theolo- |
gical Catechism, which he had prepared |
with a great deal of care, is believed to
have been left in such a state as may al-
low, if circumstances permit, of its being
given to the public, and a sclection from
his discourses may possibly be made for
the same purpose.

In general he enjoyed good health, but
during the last vear had been suffering in
various ways more than previously : and,
when he left Fergus to passa week or
two among his friends in the State of New
York; which he generally did every seaxon,
and toas-isthis [riend the Rev. J. P. Fisher,
of Johnstown, at the Commmunion, he was
not well : but the disease was not then of
such a nature as to alarm his friends: it
was thought he might return in his usual
health and fit for his accustomed duties. ’
Such was his own belief ; but, before 10
days had elapsed, he was obliged to write L
that he had been laid up for a week, and
was told by the physician it might be 4
months 8l he was finally restored :—+ he
trusted, however, that Gold would enable
him to preach on Sabbath days, and not
altogethér arrest him ¢ buat, il not treated
with care and skill, the disease might be
attended with great danger.  This was the
opinion of his medical attendant, himself
possessed o(’.lhcse qualifications, and also
a personal friend.  But the greatest skill
and the warmest friendship were unavail-
ing,—a 1ditional medical advice was pro-
cured from Albany ; but, after enduring
much saffering with the greatest patience
and resignation, he sank away, dep:\rting
this life at 10 o’clock on the night of the
1st November ¢« in perfect peace.”

On the morning of the day before his
death, being asked ¢ if he had a realiza-
tion of the preciousness of the 23rd Psaln,
the words, ¢ the Lord is my Shepherd, I

J indeed in every relation which he sustain-

shall not want,” bheing repeated, after 2
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moment he said, ¢ He is my Shepherd, |
—in a good sense,—in a good sense,)’— |
and shortly after added with emphasis— .
«“ He will never leave me,—He will never,
never, ncver forsake me.”

His remains were consigned to the
grave at Johnstown on the 3rd of Novem-
ber, and a funeral sermon was preached on
the occasion by his friend the Rev. Dr.
Sprague, of Albany, from DaNteL xu. 3. ;
“'I'hey that be wise shall shine as the
brightness of the firmament.” A sermon
was also preached on the 12th Nov. from
his own pulpitto his bereaved people and
many others (for his death was justly
considered a public calamityy by the Rev.
Wm. Barrie, also a personal friend, from
the words contained in Rev. xiv. 13.]
 Blessed are the dead that die in the Lord !
from henceforth: Yea, saith the Spirit, |
that they may rest from their labours, and |
their works do follow them.”

Dr. Mair had been married while resi-
dent at Johnstown, and leaves a widow to
mourn his loss, which is a great one

ed i—whither to individual and beloved
relatives and friends, (and he also left an
aged mother and a sister, who reside at
his native place, his father having only
died a few months since) —to his former
attached flock at Johnstown, whose atten-
tions during his last illness were unremit-
ting for his comfort, and consolatory in a
high dcgree:—to his brethren in the
Ministry, and especially to the Members of
his own Presbytery, who testified by a
minute on their Records their sense of the
zerious [oss they and the Church have suf-
fered by his removal, and with whom in
the Church Courts his opinion always
carried weight, and his character com-
manded high respect—and especially to
the people of his last charge, to whom for
7 years he had faithfully acted the part
of a, good shepherd,” a workman that
needed not to be ashamed, rightly dividing
the Word of Truth.”—He was truly “a
burning and a shining light, and for a sea-
son they rejoiced in hislight,”” and he had,
ere going out from them, left them what
might be considered as his dying testimony
in the last discourse he delivered to them,
which was from the words, ¢ Awake,
thou that sleepest,” His preaching indeed
during the few last months of his life had
heen even of a more rousing character
than formerly, and this was a characteristic
in which his discourses were never defici-
ent:—and it may be that the seed, sown
in faith while among this people, and
watered with many tears, may yet be
found to the glory of God in the salvation
of many from among those who attended
regylarly on his ministry, or who, though
not helonging to his flock, were glad, as
they had opportunity, to hear the Word at
his mouth, —

“ He is goﬁe to the grave, we no longer behold
im,

“ Nor tread the rough paths of the world by his

side.
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“ God,girqve him, He took him, and He will restore
1Lmn,
“ And death has po sting, for the Saviour hath
died."—

In the discourse delivered at Dr. Mair’s
funeral by the Rev. Dr. Sprague, to
which allusion has been made above, and
an jextract frem which is subjoined, the
text was considered as expressive of the
consolatory truth that eminent munsters
of the Gospel aredestined to an exceeding-
ly glorious reward. It was shown that
the possession of great intelleetual powers
and aequisitions, accompanied by deep
and fervent piety, eonstituted the highest
degree of eminence of this nature; and
the blessed and glorious prospects of those
who have laboured thus wisely and faith-
fully in the ministry of reconciliation were
clearly and beautifully proved from the
declaration, They shall shine as the bright-
ness of the firmament.” .

EXTRACT FROM A SERMON DELIVERED
AT THE FUNERAL oF 1He Rev. 1ucH
Mamr, D. D, ar Jousstown, N. Y,,

on the 3rd Nov. 1854,
BY THE ReEv. Wum. B. Spracug, D. D,
OF ALBANY. ’

B

¢ T have chosen this subject, my friends,
advisedly and from a full conviction of its
perfect adaptedness to these funeral solem-
nities. The minister who has just fallen in
the midst of you, I hesitate not to say, was
a man of mark. His character for 'both
intellect and piety could scarcely fail to
make itself feltin any community into which
he was thrown ; and, now that he has finish-
ed his course, I cannot doubt not only that
that he has entered iuto the joy of his Lord
but that he is exalted to a place amone
those who, in eonsequence of their superior
wisdom, shall shine as the brightness of the
firmament. Dr. Mair was bornat New Myins,
Ayshire, Scotland, about the beginning of
the present century. His father was for g
long time a Captain in the British army ;
and, as his mother duaring his early years’
was with her husband in Spain, he was
committed to the care of his paternal grand-
mother, who gave the first direction to his
mind, and watched over him with an affog-
tionate, Christian solicitude. At the age of
14 he was so far advanced in his studies as
to be able to enter the University of Glaszow
where he took a course of 6 years. From
Glasgow he went to Edinburgh, and pursued
his theological studies under the Rev. Dr.
Paxton, at that time a distinanished profes-
sor of Theolozy in the Church. At the ace
of about 25 he was licensed to preach by the
Presbytery of Edinburgh, and for the 6
months following was employed as a mission-
ary in the Orkney Islands and in other
parts of Scotland. ~ He immigrated to this
country in 1828, and not long after his arri-
val was scttled as pastor of the churz_:hes at
Fort Miller and Northumberland in this
State. After he had been there a year, he
received a call from this church, and about



the same time one from the church at Balls-
ton-Centre ; and, as his preference was for
Johnstown, he was accordingly installed as
your pastor in 1830. Here he remained
in the vigorous and faithful discharge of his
duties till February, 1843, when he resigned
his pastoral charge.” For the next 18 months
he was employed as a stated supply a’
Brockport ; and during the year following
was similarly engaged at Warsaw. [n1847
he went to Canada West, and was soon se'-
tled at Fergus in connection with the Estab-
lished Church of Scotland, where he has
ever since exercised his ministry.

It was certainly a somewhat remarkable
providence that brought him hither to die in
the bosom of a Church he had so long served.
Though 7 years had passed since he was
here as your pastor, he had always retained
an affectionate regard for you as a people,
and was always glad to testify his regard by
any means in his power. Accordingly he
made an engagement to your present pastor,
more than a year ago, to share with him the
services of the Communion now just passed ;
and in accordance with his ‘accustomed
punctuality the week previous to the Com-
muuion found him here amongst you. But it
was discovered at once that he had come
with impaired health ; and not enly so, but
that a disease had begun to develop itszlf,
which often proves an over-match for medi-
cal skill, and, while it continues, is little
better than a living dexth. He seems,
however, to have had noideathat he was se-
riously ill, and insisted almost to the last
moment that he would bear his part -in the
services of the Communion Sabbath ; but,
when the morning of that day actually came,
he was overwhelmed with a sense of his
inability to make any eflort, and imme-
ately sunk into a state of weakness and
suffering fiom which he was destined never
to rise. Your Communion service went on,
but he staid in the hospitable dwelling of his
faithful friend-and physician, (Dr. Maxwell,)
preparing himself, no doubt, by grateful and
devout meditation for drinking new wine in
the Kingdom of the Father.—And now it
went abroad through all your dwellings that
his life was in imminent jeopardy, and that
it was not improbable that he had come to
make his grave in the midst of you. As
each successive day seemed to diminish the
probability of his recovery, your pastor about
the middle of last week kindly informed me
of his alarming iliness, and I came hither
immediately in the hope of seeing him.
I did see him; and, though, owing to his
great weakness, the interview was brief]
it will always have a place among my most
cherished recollections. 1 found him, as I
could always wish to find a dying {riend,
resting with humble confidence on the grace
and faithfulness of his Redeemer. 1 agked
him if he had great bodily suffering, and he
replied,—¢ Greater than “language can de-
¢ scribe—greater than you can possibly con-
¢ ceive without the experience.” I asked
him if his mind was peaceful ; and his an-
swer was,—* | have no particalar anxjety
—if God be for us, who can be against us 7%
and thén repeated that precious passage,
gathering himself up into an attitude corrag.
ponding with its triumphant tone. Every
thing that he said showed the depth of his
resignation, the strength of his faith, or the
warmth of his kind affections. From the
representations which have been made to
me I judge that what I saw and heard was
only a fair specimen of all that passed upon
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his sick-bed. His death, though terrible in
some of its circumstances, was a fitting and
glorious termination of a Christian minister’s
life, or perhaps, I should rather say, an
appropriate introduction to the life ever] - -
ing.  You will all, I think, agree with me
when I say that Dr. Mair was in hardly any
respect an ordinary man. One could not
meet him in the most casual interview
without feeling that he was in contact with
a mind of a peculiar mould ; and one could
not see him long without being satisfied that
it was a mind of marked superiority: .t was
vigorous, comprehensive, logical. The
imaginative faculty was strongly developed,
and rendered him always at home amidst
scenes of both natural and moral grandeur.
His taste was less exact than his imagination
was fervid and sublime; and he never
seemed to pay much respect to the rules of
rhetoricians. ~ He was, T think, in many
respects eminently favoured in his moral
constitution ; though, in estimating this
pait of his character, it is no easy watter to
run the line between the gifts of nature and
the effects of grace. Certainly he had one
of the kindest hearts that ever beat in a
human bosom. While he was condescend-
ingand charitable, and not disposed to make
a man an offender for a word, he held to his
own convictions with a maityr-like tenacity,
and would bave found it much easier to
sacrifice his life than his conscience. He
was as guileless and simple-hearted asa
child: being conscious of no evil intentions
himself, he was slow to suspect evil in
others; the consequence of which was that
sometimes an unwoithy advantage was
taken of him. He was uncommonly circum-
spectinhisdeportment; he kepthis heart with
all diligence, and cet a watch at the door of
his lips ; and I can truly say that in all my
intercourse with him I never heard him
utter a frivolous or reproachful word. He
paid the most delicate regard to the rights
of others; and, though far from being in
any sense a man of the world, his instinctive
notions of honour and propriety were man-
ifest in all his social conduct. He was
modest alinost to a fault; and, thovgh his
modesty never led him to decline any duty
that fairly devolved upon him, it often kept
him silent where he might have spoken to
advantage. He had evidently great depth
of Christian experience ;he seemed to liveun-
deran habitualsense of the Divine presence,
and of his dependence on the Divine bounty
and grace ; and I doubt not that those who
knew most of his devotional habits would
testify that he was eminently a man of
prayer. Ithink I may say, after a some-
what extensive acquaintance among minis-
ters of the Gospel, that I do not call to mind
one, among either the living or the dead,
who has given me more reason to ray of
him that his conversation was in Heaven.

Dr. Mair’s literary and theolagical attain-
ments were of no ordinary character. His
knowledge of the original langnages of
Scripture, particularly the Hebrew,was prob-
ably more thorough and exact than that of
almost any clergyman of his day, not profes-
sionally devoted to these studies; and I
doubt not that many besides myself, who
have had the privilege of being present at his
family devotions, have been struck with
the fact that he read from his Hebrew
Bible with nearly the same fluency ag
if the volume before him had been in his
vernacular tongue. He was also a profound
stadent of Theology, and was especial-

0
ly familiar with the eminent theological
writers of his own country. He was accus-
tomed to contemplate Christianity not more
in the benevolence than the grandeur of its
provisions, aud it was at this point that liis
intellect seemed to operate more vigorously
and his imagination to glow more intensely
than at almost any other. I must say a
word concerning bim as a preacher; and
yet your own recollections will be far more
faitbful than any description I can give.
His sermons were remarkable as impressive
and powerful exhibitions of Evangelical
trath.  He evidently could not feel at home
in the pulpit unless he had entrenched him-
self in the very heart of Christianity. His
thoughts were always rich and appropriate,
often siriking and magnificent, and were
presented in an exuberant and splendid
diction : indeed so entirely was the whole
vocabulary of beauty and sublimity at his
command that he often drew upon it to
excess; thus rendering the truth he present-
ed less palpable by a superabundance of
dazzling “imagery. ~His maunner, as you
know, was that of a Boanerges ; evincing
the highest possible interest in his subject,
and an earnest desire that every word he
uttered might take effect upon the hearts of
his hearers. He had none of the graces of
oratory ; but there was a fervour, an impetu-
osily, a manifest self-forgetfulness that
scarcely left if at your option whether to give
him your attention or not. I think those
who have ever listened to the impassioned
tones of Dr. Chalmers, and who remember
how he sometimes worked himself up
almost into the fury of a tempest, must have
recognized considerable resemblance be-
tween his manner in the pulpit and that of
onr departed friend. Of his characteras a
pastor it would be unfitting that I, who have
had so little opportunity to know concerning
it, should speak to you who have had expe-
rience of it so long; but I am sure it was
impossible that with his benevolence, his
tenderness, his self-denial and his habitual
sense of accountableness he should not have
manifested in private as well as in public
a deep interest in those committed to his
care. I canimagine that he may have been
in some circles less free and cheerful than
might have been desired; but I am confi-
dent that, wherever he was, he was always
acting under a deep sense of Christian and
ministerial oblizations. The near relatives
of our lamented friend are, I believe, with
a single exception on the other side of the
Ocean; and may God mercifully prepare
them to receive with a submissive and trust-
ing spirit the tidings of his departure. But
that one exception, need I say, is the com-

anion of his life. It is perhaps well for
ipler that, if such an affliction must come, it
should have overtaken her here on ground so
familiar and dear to her, and among friends
who will regard it a privilege to minister to
her consolation ; but there is a burden pres-
sing upon her heart, which human sympa-
thy may indeed alleviate, but which the God
of all grace aud comfort alone can reinove.
To His special favour let us commend her
in ourfervent prayers, and, while she walks
in the vale of sorrow, may she still walk in
the light of His countenance,

Brethren in the Ministry, this affecting
dispensation sends forth a note of solemn
admonition to us. We are hete 19-day to
take the last warning from our departed
brather ever to keep our loins girt and our
lamps bright.  He has léft us an example of
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couscientiousness, of spirituality, of fidelity

to our high obligations, which it well be- .

comes us to consider and follow. He has
taught us by his patience under the severest
suffering, his spivit of quiet and tranquil
trust in the approach of death, how a Chris-
tian, especially how a minister, ought to suf-
fer and die. By the circumstancesin which
death met him we are charged to be
always ready to render up our acconnt; for
it was while he was on a journey, and in
expectation of fulfilling a sacred and cherish-
ed engagement, that he found the prepa-
ration going forward for his translation to
brighter scenes. Brethren, let us be in-
structed, admonished, comforted by what is
here passing before us.  Let us revere our
office the more for having been permitted
to look at it in connexion with the solemni-
ties of death and ol ¢ a great eternity.” It
-is not long since this neighbourhood, this
Presbytery, was afflicted by the removal of
the venerable Yale ; and, new that his for-
mer friend and associate has also passed
away, shall we notinclude them both in the
aftactionate remembrances of this hour, and
find in each a helper in our own preparation
for rendering up our account with joy.
Members of this Christian society, thongh
I may not speak tn you as a vacart congre-
gation, I may surely speak to youas amourn-
‘ing oue ; though you have a pastor in the
midst of you, whom yoeu love and honour,
vour heaits still tenderly recognize the rela -
tion that once existed between yourselves and
the departed ; and it comes irresistibly to you
that, though the Presbytery dissolved the
ecclesiastical tie, itdid little to break the tie
of affection that bound him to your hearts,
And wherefore, let ine reverently ask, is this
strange dispensation 2 Why is it that he
should have been permitted 1o leave his own
immediate charce and come to this scene of
his former labours to lay off his armour and
be crowned ; and that, while he was making
ready to administer to you the holy commu-
nion, God was making ready to administer
to him the baptism of death 2 T hear a voice
from Heaven rebuking the inquiry and say-
ing,“ What I do ye know not nosw, but ye
shall know hereafter.”” Nevertheless one
urpose of infinite wisdom is obvious enough,
it was a purpose of benevclence towards you.
God designed thereby to aive him the oppor-
tunity of preaching to you from his coffin,
though yon were never more to hear the liv-
ing voice. He desicued that he should make
his grave among you, &0 that there should
be a standing monitor 1o speak to you of
your acconntableness in respect to his min-
istry.  And now, while your sensibilities
are so fully awakened by these funeral rites,
and yon would fain pay to his memory the
best tribute that you ean, believe me, there
‘s no other that is so0 fitting to you, or that
would be 8o welcome to him, if his faculiies
were not locked up in an iron slumber, as
,esolution, formed in the strenath ot Divine
arace, that you will endeavour still to earry
out the great purposes of his ministry amone
you. Recollect that, thongh you will hear
his voice no more on earth, the record of all
his teachings wil! be spread out before yan
in the judzement, and he will himself stand
as a witness in respect to the manner in
which you have treated them. I seem to
hear him, as he bends towards earth from
the throne to which he has just been exalted,
pleading with some of you, whom his minis-
trations have never availed to subdue or
evenawaken, to cheerthe heart of your pres-

' those branches of learning,
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ent pastor by opening your ears and your
hearts to his message. He used to speak to
you on the great evangelical themes in
strains of awful majesty, and with a spirit
evidently bowed under the weight of his own
utterances ; but how infinitely more impres-
stve would be his presentations of God’s
truth, if he could speuk to you now, from
his actual experience of invisible alities ?
Oh, how he would magnify the great salva-
tion. How his spirit and countenance would
2low, as he described eternal scenes ! How
he would enlarae upon the value of life as
the only accepted time! How he would
pour contempt upon all the little interests of
the world, as brought intoe comparison with
the grandeur ard the glory and the all-ab-
sorbing interests of the life to come! God
grant that your minds and hearts may be
open to all that is monitory and all that is
comforting in the passing scene. May that
new grave that is to appear in your cemetery
1o-day, and that will render this a day of
maik in the calendarof your society, perpet-
uate in your remembrance not only the great
and good man, who will slumber thete, but
those living truths, those earnest appeals,
by which he sought to make yon wive unto
salvation.

But let us not foreet, while we bury the re-
mains and embalm the memory of our vener-
able friend, that there will soon be another
mourning assemblage, convened in a neigh-
bouring province, to repeat, so fur as may
consist with their circomstances, the solem-
nity which now oceupies us,  They will
meet as a smitten family to spread their
sorrows before ourcommon Father in Heav-
en, and to ask for His all-sustaining grace.
May that grace be given to make their bur-
den light.  Inthe remembrance of their de-
parted pastor’s instructions and example,
his fervid eloguence and exalted piety, may
a channel of all needed comfort and blessing
be opened to them. They will have to re-
flect that they took their last earthly leave
of him without knowing it; and with the
reflection God grant that they may connect
the solemn purpose that by His grace they
will endeavour so to live that their uext
meeting with him shall be in Heaven.”

THE VALUE OF EARNESTNESS,

AN ADDRESS DELIVERED AT THE OPENING
OF THE 13TH SESSION OF THE UNIVER-
SITY OF QUEEN’S COLLEGE BY THE
REV. PROFESSOR GEORGE, VICE PRIN-
CIPAL OF THE COLLEGE. KINGSTON.

GENTLEMEN :—A young man, to enter

_College with well-grounded hopes of suc-

cess, must not only possess such a measure
of elementary learning as shall fit him for
the business of his classes, but must also
have certain mental qualities, without
which neither the labours of his professors
nor his regular attendance will much avail.
Of these qualities earnestness is of the first
importance. A student may have natur-
allya ready apprehension, a retentive mem-
ory and a lively fancy, but, if he wants
earnestness, he will make little pragress in
and in that
kind of knowledge for the acquisition of
which there must be patient and severe
toil.  As I regard earnestness not only of

vast importance to your progress while
here but equally so to your suceess in
future life, I avail myself of the present
occasion to throw out a few thoughts on
this important subject. But, anxious to

i make the Address practical, so that it

may furnish plain lessons for your use, I
shall avoid certain metaphysical topics
which would naturally enough oceupy our
attention in another place.

Suffice it to remark that your earnest-
ness in pursuing an object will be entirely
regulated by the nature and force of the
motives wnder which youw act. As man’s
responsibility depends solely on his capa-
city to deal rationally with motives, so the
outcome of his mind will be as the motive
influence is. But, as motives are the
mind’s reasons to itself for what it does,
it is not enough that these lie within the
field of its vision, or ieceive a transient
glance to produce earnest action. They
must be steadily looked at, soas to be seen
in all their value, ere they can enlist the
mind fully in behalf of the objects which
they commend. The motives which
merely pass before but do not stay in the
mind, so as to affect the understanding and
heart, are but floating and ineffective fan-
cies, which have scarcely more influence
on a man’s condnet than the birds which
fly over his head in the air.

This is no doubt the unhappy condition
of not a few minds. Such minds possess
litle valuable thought, no definite purpose
and no ardour of action. But again, as
knowledge in the comprehensive sense can
alone furnish motives of varied and power-
ful influence for rational creatures, so it is
plain that he, who has the largest stock of
knowledge in its diflerent kinds, has the
largest stock of motives on which to draw.
The ignorant, whose ideas are few, and
notions crude and everyway imperfect,
cannot possess any great share of motives.
Yet it is not the eye wandering rapidly or
carelessy over a wide and beautiful land-
scape that awakens a peculiar interest in
any one spot, but the eye resting an this
or the other object with patient and de-
lighted gaze that brings it home to the soul
in all its peculiar charms, and in all its
definite grandeur or heanty. Just so must
there be a realizing fuith in the truth seen
to produce a healthy earnestness.

That man can believe in ahstiact truths
which come from the distant or the past,
and have their consequences lying in the
remote future, is what fits him for being
a subject of God’s moral government,
enuobles his character, and makes his
responsibility fearfully greai. Unless truth
be apprehended it cannot be believed.
Yet to see it as it transieatly passes before
the mind, and to have it made a part of
your thinking, feeling and conscious self,
is by no means the same thing. The latter
is faith, while the former is but a momen-
tary apprehension, or at most amounts oply
to trivial speculation. 1t is the believing
man who can be truly the earnest map.



Hence a sceptical age is on the whole ever
characterized by mental stagnation, except
in as far as men are wmoved by mere
material intevests, or are aroused to action
by pride, ambition or malice. For he who
has no faith beyond the evidence of his
senses has no motive to be zealous about
anything beyond the claims of sense, or
the more powerlul claims of one or other
of the malign passions. It is true that for
the gra‘ification of these the sceptic will
contend with more than the zeal of a reli-
gious fanatic : but further his zeal cannot
carry him, as no manw’s zeal goes beyond
the range of his belief, such asitis. Hence
the reproach cast on theological combatants
for their extravagant heat in debate, and
the commendation accorded to sceptics
for their calmness, to he vightly understood
or adjusted, demand a serious consider-
ation of the objects at issue, and the feelings
by which the parties are animated: for,
while no apology should be offered for
bitterness of spiritin debate, it nevertheless
should be borne in mind that, when men
are contending for religious and moral
principles which they regard as essential
to the highest interests of man, greut allow-
ance should be made (or a warmth which
the sceptic never can feel who has no fixed
belief in these principles, and who can
easily emibody his most effective argument
in a heartless sneer.  'the sceptic is cool,
not from superior wisdom but from want
of faith in ail that most deeply interests
the heart of man, 1t is great truths,
believed firmly, that give 1o earnestness
all its healthy intensity and all its real value.
When a man sees a truth which, he be-
lieves, is of unspeakable importance to
himself and his fellow-men, emanating from
that God to whose authority he hows, his
feelings are naturally awakened as he em-
braces it, or as he labours to bring itto bear
on dhe minds of others.

Widely different, indeed, are the effects
which the same truth will produce ov fail
to produce in different minds. * What
must I do to be saved 1 is a question
which many have never uttered,and which,
as uttered by others, procuces no emotion,
and leads to no practical resuits. But,
when the same question is uttered by a
man who sees his guilt ana 1remptes for its
consequences, how intensery earnest is the
emonon with which itis put! Faith makes
all the difference.  For the soul that hath
embraced the truths which this question
involves cannot but be awakened to deep-
est earnestness. Indeed indiffevency in
heaving or uttering important truths is
painful evidence of mental weakness, or
of that unbelief which chills the feelings,
while it deadens the conscience and dark-
ens the understanding.  Men who believe
what is great will he greatly in earnest. A
strong faith was the chief ground of the
ardent zeal which burned in the bosoms
of the first preachers of Christianity and
enabled them to achieve their grand moral
triumphs amidst difficulties and trials
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which would have utterly appalled men
not thoroughly in earnest.  With them
heaven and hell, man’s immortality, a
Saviour’s love and His a'l-=uflicient atone-
ment, were no conventional hearsays,
which could be coldly vepeated, but the
most solemn and deeply interesting truths
which the God of M>rey had ever reveal-
ed 10 His creatures. Hence these men
spoke with an earnestness which arrested
the thoughiless, aroused the sensual, awed
the proud, instructed the ignorant and com-
forted the penitent. When Felix trembled,
and the Jailor at Philippi rejoiced, be as-
sured of it, Paul was speaking with an
earnestness which the truths he beiieved
natarally inspired.  Oh, if men saw God’s
truth in its doetrines, duties, promises,
threatenings and motives, asit was seen by
prophets, apostles and martyrs, how would
their bosoms burn with love to it, with
ardent zeal to reduce it to practice, and
earnest desire to make it known to others!
A mind in communion with the Eternal
mind and gazing intensely on the Throne
and the Cross cannot fail to be zealous.

You perceive, then, that that faith which
brings the soul into connection with “the
substance of things” and which gives to
it the evidence of the great verities of God,
is really that which produces a healthy
and efficient zeal. It will, however, readily
be seen that I make these allusions, not
from any ‘intention in such an address as
this 1o explain cither the nature of faith
or any one of the Christian doctrines, but
simply to illustrate the principle out of
which all true earnestness springs.  For,
while it is readily admitted that the essen-
tial truths of Religion, clearly =een and
firmly believed, must produce great earnest-
ness, yet not these alone, but every truth,
how remotely soever connected with them,
and which has direct bearing on the wel-
fare of man in any of his relations in life,
when believed, will produce an earnest-
ness commensurate to the interests which
itinvolves. For he who is wisely zealous
for the greatest will not be wholly indif-
ferent to the less. Inaeed the temporal
wellbeing of man is not a thing of liule
moment. In the view of virtuous men
human happiness or misery is not a small
matter. Hence whatever may lead to the
attainment of the former. or enabie poor
erring mortals to shun the latier, must ever
be an object of geep interest to all good
men.

1 feel extremely anxious to impress
your minds with the necessity of sound
knowledge to a healthy faith, and of strong
faith to a healthy cartnestness. Without
knowledge zeal is but a ‘emporary excite-
ment, and is often the ready means by
which demagogues, Clerical as well as Lay,
have gained wot a few of their unworthy
ends. While, on the other hand, faith, lay-
ing hold on fragments of Truth, but never
embracing it as a whole, is almost certain
1o pass into some form of malign fanaticism.

11

These principles, if clearly understood,
would explain much of the folly we wit-
ness in the world, and not a few of the
most frightful crimes which have desolated
society.

Hence, you perceive, what we desid-
erate is not mere earnestness. This may
spring from the grossest errorsand produce
the most disastrous consequences. It was
indeed this, in one of its most awful forms,
which at the fanatical call of Peter the
Hermit aroused all Kurope to arms, and
filled the plains of Asia with needless
carnage. And, when the hour came that
saw all the old barriers of society in
France give way, it was again this that
filled Paris with such lamentation and woe
as no city in modern-times has witnessed.
It is only good to be zealously affected in
a good thing. Zeal in what is bad not
only fits man for great crimes bat is sure
to beget that blind approbation of crime
which steels the heart against remorse,
and by drawing to its aid the approval of
conscience fatally prepares the soul for
almost any sort of wickedness. A dull,
wicked man may be loathsome and 1n
many ways mischievous; but who can set
bounds to his criminality, who isthoroughly
in earnest to gratify his own bad passions?
To find an apology for a wicked course of
conduct in the reckless ardor with which
it is prosecuted, although common enough
with writers of a certain class, is vet one
of the most pernicious lessons that can he
tanght to the young. To be blind to the
claims of justice or to invert these, and
then seck for justice in mere revenge with
quenchless ardour, is perhaps as troe and
simple a notion as we are able to form of
the wickedness of devils. And just in as
far as this is seen in bad men, who employ
great intellectual powers te accomplish
had ends, whatever fictitious charms mav
be thrown around their character, or bS’
what sophistry soever it may be disguised,
still to all virtuous persons the ardent hero
of wickedness is an ohject of peculiar
loathing and dread. Ifit be painful 1o see
a human mind becoming imbecile through
inaction, it is still more so to see a mi:d
frenziedly active under the influence of
sone vicious passion. To be thnroughly
in earnest to go to perdition, or drive others
10 it. is the consummation of madness. Yet
tnis mwadness has been cerenratea oy nota
tew writers, who appear to oe so enam-
oured with ardent heroismn that tnev not
only lose sight of what constitutes true
heroism but find, in the daring with which
great crimesare committed, something that
gives them the hue, if not the substance
of virtues. It were easy, not merely from
writers of fiction, but from grave historians,
to illustrate the pernicious commendation
of men whose heroism was simply a dar-
ing, reckless wickedness. Let me guard
you against being imposed on by this most
mischievous sophistry.  No man is a true
hero who tramples under foot the laws of
God and the rights of his fellow-men, A
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man may be great in wickedness without
being great in anything else.

But, while it is true that misdirected
earnestness, like every other power—and
it may be said to be the misdirection
of all human powers—can only pro.uce
harm, still it is no less true that the ear-
nestness which springs from right motives,
and strives to accomplish worthy ends,
is of unspeakable advantage to man. It
strengthens all the powers of the mind.
For, although it may be assumed that all
men have the same radical faculties, yet
it does not follow that they all have these
originally. in equal strength, or have an
equal capacity to perform the same amount
of labour, or produce inteliectual fruit of
the same kind., It will hardly admit of
question, that there are original elementary
diflerences necessary to make one man a
true poet, another a great orator, a third
an able statesman. Yet experience shows
that, be the original powers what they
may, the mind cannot acquire either the
strength or materia! for putting forth great
efforts withont Jong and severe exercise.
The health and vigour of the mind result
not less from exercise than the health and
vigour of the body. But now mark it,
without earnestness men will never vigor-
ously exercise their mental powers.

It is the want of this, or of the motives
which lead to it, that is the cause of the
sloth and frivolity which ruin so many
young men. For, although they possibly
had good natural parts, yet, as these were
never thoroughly exercised in the prose-
cution of any great object, their powers
were either never unfolded or suffered a
premature decay. The latter, which is
often witnessed with pity, would never
take place without some mental or bodily
disease, had all the faculties of the soul
been laboriously exercised. For, when
there is an earnest application to duty, all
the powers of the mind not only find em-
ployment, butare wonderfully strengthened
by every eflort thatis made. Hence, the
task accomplished by an earnest man but
prepares him for still higher achievements.

(To be Continued.)

MISCELLANEOUS.

Tue BisLE IN ISLAY.—Ata meeting of the
Glasgow Bible Society, held on Monday, Mr.
David Drvmmond, 'whovlms been acting as col-
porteur for the Sociely in Islay, stated lhat, du-
ring a late residence of eleven \\':.‘eks in that
island, he had sold at the Society’s authorised
prices no fewer than 1333 copies of the Holy
Scriptures—Bibles and New Testaments. Of
these, 994 were in the Gaelic language. e had
visited all the families in the island with very few
exceptions, and had been heartily welcomed by
persons_connected with all religious donomina-
tions. When it is considered that the present
poputation of Tslay is about 3,000, the Society’s
efforts must be regarded as very successful. There
are doubtless many districts of our country where
a supply of Bibles is equally needed.
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DEATH OF PROFESSOR EDWARD
FORBES.

We deeply regret to annonce the death of Pro-
fessor Edwarid Forbes on Saturday in the 39th
year of his age. In him were united social, liter-
ary, artistic and scientific qualities rarely met
with in oue individual ; and his numerous fiiends
from an early period predicted for him a most
brilliant career. After visiting Norway, Sweden,
France, Germany, and other Continertal coun-
tries in order to extend his knowledge of Natu-
ral History, he gave a course of lectures on his
favourite science in the extra-academical school
of this city. But, heariag of a scientific expedi-
tion about to proceed to Asia Minor under the
auspices of Government, he was induced 10 join
it in the capacity of Naturalist. Durmg his ab-
sence of two vears he made a multitude of obser-
vations and discoveries in the ,Botany, Zoology
and Geology of the Mediterranean Sea, islands
and coasts. Many of these are embodied in a
remarkable account of his voyages, which he
published in conjunction with Lieutenant Spratt,
During his absence the Professorship of Botany
in King’s College, London, became vacant, and
his friends applied for it in his name. He was ap-
pointed, and, returning a few days afterwards,
immediately entered upon the duties of the chair.
His vast knowledge of natural objects was soon
appreciated, and he became Secretary and Curator
to the Geological Society of London. when he
commenced arranging the Musenm of that insti-
tution, and thus extended his knowledge of Fos-
sils and of Palzontology. When the Government
School of Mines and Desigus, and the Economic
Museum in conjunction with it, was founded by
Sir E. de la Beeche, Forbes was placed at the
head of the Pal@ontological department. To him
the Museum is indebted for the laborious arrange-
ment and display of the British fossils, now seen
in the magnificent institution in Jermyn Street,
London ; and science is no less indebted to him
for a series of splendidly illustrated monowraphs
of new species. Besides his numerous contribu-
tions to science, and his well-known works on the
star fishes of Britain, his British Conchology, he

contributed many papers to the scientific trans-
actions and journals of the day. When the veter-

an Jameson died last April, Mr. Forbes was
universally recognised as the only man in Great
Britain who was warihy to succeed him. The
Chair of Natural History in the University of
Edinburgh was with Forbes the highest object
of ambition, and, had his life been spared. it
would have been dedicated to extending its
already great reputation.  But, arrived at the cul-
minating point of his ambition and at the com-
mencement of his long-matured schemes of use-
fulness. he has, by a mysterions dispensation of
Providence, been removed from us when we
were beginning to appreciate his worth. A
chronic disease, contracted when in the Fast,
re-excited and rendered violent by a severe
cold canght last autumn on a geological excur-
sion, and which burst out with uncontrollable
fury about ten days ago, was the immediate
cause ol his premature death. It will be no easy
matter to fill the place thus suddenly left vacant
by the death of this distingnished Naturalist,
EcecTiox ofF Lorp REcTOR OF
Grasgow UNiversiTy.

Wednesday being the day fixed by statute for
the election of a Lord Rector of Glaseow Univer-
sity, the voting commenced at ten o’clock in the
respective nations, and was carried on with spirit
till ahout twelve o’clock, when the Principal and
Professors assembled in the Common Ball to re-
ceive the reports of the agents and declare the re-
sull. The two candidates were—his Grace the
Duke of Argyll. and the Right Hon. Benjamin
Disraeli, M. P. Mr. Thomas Carlyle was also put
forward, but his friends, finding that there was no
change of his clection, withdrew him the previous
evening, It will be observed from the subjoined
staterment that the Duke of Argyllhas been elected
to the rectorial chaic by a majority in all the
nations. His Grace’s election was declared in the
usual manner.

DeatH oF Dr. Kirro.—Intelligence has been
received in town of the death of this eminent Bib~
lical sctolar, Itis generally known that sever-
al months ago he experienced a paralytic attack,
produced, there is every reason to believe, by his
incessant labours, and the severity of which was
such as to compel a total suspension of all literary
employment. By the advice of his medical
friends he was sent to Canstalt in Germany,
where he has been sojourning for the last three
months, and from the “waters of which he seem-
ed to derive considerable benefit. Within that
short period he sustained two heavy domestic
afflictions in the loss, first of his youngest. then
of his eldest daughter ; and, although his letters
indicated that he bore these successive bereave-
ments with all the Christian resignation and for-
titude that might have been expected ina man
of his eminent piety, yet natural anxiety and
grief, preying on a most sensitive mind, rendered
his shattered frame, it is feared, more liable to a
recurrenee of his former disorder. At all events
he was seized, on the 24th, with a new attack of
paralysis, under which he sunk the following
morning (Saturday last.) Much sympathy was
excited throughout the Christian public on the
announcement of Dr, Kitto’s distress, andexertions
were made here, as well as in London, Edin-
burgh, and other places, 1o raise contributions for
his relief.  Something will still require to be
done, as the pension of £100, granted him by
the liberality of the Quees, terminates with his
life.  Weunderstand that his friends contemplate
a petition to Government 1o continue the unnuity
to his family ; and we feel assured that their ef-
forts will be supported by the approval of the
public ; for the claims of so nseful a wiiter as Dr
Kitto cannot be easily forgotten.

Deatn or J. G. LockHarr, Esq.—It
is with deep regret that we announce the
death of J. G. Tockhart, Esq., one of otir most
distinguished men of letters, and so well known
as the son-in-law of Sir Walter Scott, and the
biographer of his illustrious relative. 3r. Lock-
hart was a son of the Rev. Dr. Lockhart, minister
of the College Church, Glasgow, and is therefore
to be numbered among the numerous distinguish-
e men-who have been reared at the hearth of

the Scottish manse.

Lectvres ox Ustox.—The proposed lectures
in ldinburgh on Christian Union will embrace
the following topics :—1. Presbyterian divisions
injurions to Protestantism j 2. Presbyterian divi~
sions injurious to Missions ; 3. Reasons for and
against the Union of the Evangelical Protestants
ot Scotland with the National Church; 4. How is
a greater amount of Union to be secured 7 The
very mention of such topics will do much good
by way of leavening the lump. To teach that
faith worketh by love, :}nd to practise knm\'ledge
working by hate, are inconsistent. To preach
peace on the Sabbath, and to practise sword ex-
ercise during the week, is too much the case in
Presbyterian Scotland. 1t i3 time an ‘end were
put to this, so that love wnay universally reign.
Faith, hope. charity, but the greatest of these is
charity. Northera Standard

MisstoNs To CENTRAL AFrica.—Yesterday
forenoon a meeting was held in Queen Street Hall
for the purposc of forming a Scottish Association
in aid of the Society fer Exploring and Lvange-
lizing CentralAfrica, by means of native agency,
which was lately established in Englard.” The
meeting was very thinly attended. The deputa-
tion from the parent society— Prolessor Davidson,
of London, and the Rev. N. Davis, late of Tunis,
its Secretary and Oriental correspondent—were
accompanied fo the platform by the following
among other gentlemen :—Charles Cowan, Esq.,
M. P., the Rev. Drs Arnot, M:Crie, Johnston,
Alexander ; the Rev. Messrs. Wm. Robertson, of
New Greyfriars’, W. H. Gray, of Lady Yester’s,
G. D. Cullen, Leith, &c., The Rev. Dr. M‘Crie
was called to the chair and briefly stated the ob-
ject for which the meeting had been {Jul led togeth-
er.  After addresses had been delivered by the
London deputation, resolutions approving of the



objects of the society were proposed and carried ;
and an auxiliary association formed. The meet-
ing was closed with prayer by the Rev. Mr. Cul-
len,— Edinburgh Post, December.

ScorrisH EptvcatTion BiLL.—In the House
of Commons at its last session the Scottish
Education Bill was lost by a  majority of
nine, as [ reported 10 you last week, who
have since received the appellation, from a mem-
ber of the Government, of “the infamous nine,”
and which those gentlemen are binding about
their brows as a mark of honorable distinction.

The defeat of this measure was considerably has-"

tened by the decisive stand which the Synods of
the Established and United Presbyterian Church-
es took upon the subject at their late meetings.
The latter body passed a resolution unani-
mously against the Bili, both as to its principle
and its details; and the former synod were also
almost to a man arranged against the measure.
It was supported pretty generally by the Free
Church ; which is certainly not alitile remark-
able/when the fact is taken into account that they,
ofall others, stand the most determined!y opposed
toall Governmental endowments of Popery in
any shape whatever ; a principle which this
Education Bill not only did not recognize but
absolutely invaded by affirming the right of all
religious systems to be taught in the common
Schools at the public expense. Tt is thought that
there will be no further attempt to legislate on
the subject of popular education either for Scot-
land or for England. ‘Ihe facts with regard to
Scottish Education, which have been revealed
by the ceusus returns,have created no small
amount of satistactory astonishment in the minds
of thoughtful and patriotic men. It is shown
that there arc 14 per cent. or 1 in 7 of the populati-
on ot Scotland at the day-school. A nation in such
a position surely requires no Governmental inter-
ference in the matter, and ought not to permit it,
The people of the United Kingdom are legislated
for far too much already to admit of the free and
healthy exercise of their own powers. There are
those, unfortunately, who think that notbing can
be done well unless undertaken by Government ;
and, whenever a system begins to show that it
bas vitality, they come forth with great swelling
words, and declare that this religious or educa-
tional movement must of necessity, if it is to be
effective, be placed under the patronage and con-
trol of the State, and thus cither destroy or very
largely cripple its power for good.--Correspondent
of Globe.

Tur UNtversaL CiivrcH.—It is sometimes
denicd that the Church of England acknowledges
the Established Church of Scotland to be a true
Church of Christ.  We are surprised at this for
several reasons, but chiefly because the 55th can-
on, framed in 1604—when the Church of Scotland
was, as it now is, Presbyterian—plaiunly directs
preachers and ministers before all sermons, lec-
tures and homilies, 10 move the people * to join
with them in prayer in this form or to this effect,
as briefly and as conveniently they may : Ye shall
pray for Christ’s Holy Catholic ‘Church, that is,
for the whole congregation of Christian people
dlspersed throughout the whole world, and es-
pecially for the Churches of England, Scotland,
and Ireland.”  Fully acknowledging by this lan-
guage in the most forcible manuer, not only the
« Church of Scotland,” but clearly defining what
¢ Christ’s Holy Catholic Chureh? js, viz, “ all
Christian people dispersed throughout the whole
world.”  This, too, is In exact accordance with

the krown sentiments of the Reformers, and of

the whole body of the Church of FEngland for
above half an age after. The excellent Bishop
of Caleutta says, * T'he Reformers considered the
particular form of Episcopal Church polity, though
of great importance, and in their view of apostoli-
cal origin, yet not of the essence of a Church;
and they framed their articles ¢o0 as to embrace
Within their definition the Sister Churches of the
eformation.”— Church Witness.

THe Suxpay Scioor CENsUS OF ENGLAND

AND WaLks.—There were, at the time of the cen- !
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sus in 1851, 23,514 Sunday Schools in England
and Wales, having enrolled on their books 2,407,
642 scholars, taught by 318,135 teachers. On
the census Sunday upwatds of 1,817,499 of these
scholars actually attended their schools.

MISSIONARY AND RELIGIOUS
INTELLIGENCE.

BRITISH SOCIETY FOR THF PROPAGA-
TION OF THE GOSPEL AMONG THE
JEWS.

The Eleventh Annual Meeting of this Socicty
was held at Freemason’s Hall under the presiden-
cyof Sir Harry Gorixg in the vnavoidable ab-
sence of Sir Joun Dean Pavt, Bart.

A bymn having been sung, the Rev. J. J. He1-
o~ 172 offered prayer.

The CHatemax then rose and said, Dear friends
in Jesus, I feel deeply my incompetency for that
which my friends to-night have called me to un-
dertake. We are net together here for prayer and
with a feeling and a hope that, through the assis-
tance of a Divine power, the efforts of this Soci-
ety may be crowned with success ; that our Elder
Brother, the Old Olive, may be brought to know
that it lacketh life. But how can we do this with-
out acknowledging how deeply we, who call our-
selves the New Olive, lack lifealso? 1fwe are
asked what is Christianity, when we lock around
and see what professing Christians throughout the
World are many of them doing, what can we an-
swer?  Whether Jew or Gentile, would God that
all the Lord’s people were prophets, and that the
Lord would pour out His Spirit upon them ! Then
indeed would both see and know and acknow!-
edge by their lives that the Day’s Man sought by
Job had come among us. ‘i‘hen indeed both
would look up and see their Leader, like unto Mo-
ses, at the right hand of God, saying, “Pardon the

| iniquity of this people for Ty great mercy,as Thou
i hast forgiven them even from Eaypt until now.”
i Then should we all, whether Christian or Jew;
look forward —knowing ourselves to be nothing
in the sight of Ged, willing and anxious to be on-
ly door-keeper at the house of the Lord—to the
great day of Jezreel ; when in the same place,
where it 1s said, “ Ye are not my people,” it
shall be said of Tsrael and of Judah, “ Ye are the
sons of the living God.” I shall now call upon the
Secretary to read the Report,

Mr. YoNGr read an abstract of the Report, which
commenced witha review of the several mission-
ary stations occupied by the Society in Palestine,
‘Tunis, Gibraltar, Frankfort, Breslau, Bavaria,
Wurtemburg, Mulhausen, Marseilles, Lyons, and
Paris; and in this country Birmingham, Hull,
Manchester, Portsmouth and London. 1t refer-
red tothe closing of the Jewish Coliege after hav-
ing supplied several valuable missionaries now
engaged in the work. The income has not equal-
ed the expenditure consequent on the extension
of the operations and the increased number of the
missioparies; so that the Committee, unless
promptly relieved, will have to commence the|
year with a debt of £546,while various openings
for its agency present themselves and the work 1s
more than ever urgent and encouraging. 23

a female Scripture reader. The Report mentioned
several instances in which spiritual good appears
to hiave been derived by individualsin every class
of Jewish society from the reading of the Word
of God and the instructions of the missionaries,
and referred in cheering and exciting terms to
the general result of Christian intercourse and
efforts on the Jewish community at Home and
Abroad, and to the increasing spirit of fricndship
and good nnderstanding between Jews and Chris-
tians. "The income during the year waus £4,269
5s. 5d., the expenditure (including balance due
on last account )..£4,816 7s. 6d.

The Rev. Riperey HERSCHELL proceeded to
show that Jewish prejudice dgainst Chiistianity
was becoming consideyably " modified and the
minds of the liberal Jews gradually opening. to
the veception of the truth. s
present meeting was to be as the one last ycar,

missionaries are at present_employed, including |

He was glad that the -
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of a more strietly devotional character than such
assemblies usually were, believing that more real
benetit would result from the offering of prayer
to God than mere speech-making. ‘I'here were
some things in connection with the present posi-
tion and struggle of Europe which affected in no
small degree the people of the Jews. The war in
Russia woulil have a very materjal bearing upon
his brethren the Jews in that land of tyranny,
cruelty and oppression. He spoke thus without
any other feeling than that of a Christian, He
was not raising up a railing accusation against
the Czar of the Russians ; but was but mention-
ing a fact, which had come within his own eb~
servation, when he s2id that the Jews are op-
pressed and trodden down in that land to such a
degree that in some respects it surpassed in se-
veritytheir slavery under Pharoah, King of Egypt.
The Jew is taxed there beyond those who are
called Christians; and thus a professedly Christian
government taught the Jew 10 feel that the Chris-
tan religion is a system which sanctions tyranny
and oppression.  But this was not the religion of
the Muster. Then, with regard to jhe terrible con-
scription of Russia, it fell much more heavily on
the Jews than upon the rest of the people. Jew-
ish children at 9 years of age are toren from
their mothers’ bosoms and carried away, nobody
knows where, into some of the garrisous of the
country, and probably never to see their parents
again. It would be readily acknowledged by
every person before him that it must be a hard
thing under any circumstances to have a child
torn away from one’s side ; butin the case of these
poor Jews theyfeita double pung i the knowledge
that their children were torn away from their
religion as well as from their "homes and
hearts.  The events now taking place how-
ever, seem to be 1egarded by many devout
Jews as the (uifliment of prophecy, and they are
looking forward to the period of their long prom-
ised restoration to theirown land. Some extracts
from their journals were read by Mr. Herschell
in confirmation of this fact. He then proceeded
to expatiaie upon the blessings of Christian un-
ion in its bearing upon the Jewish people, lead-
ing them to believe that after all Christianity in
its essential elements 18 not the sectarian thing
they have been led to believe but catholic and
brotherly. He would rejoices moreover, to see
all the various societies which are seeking the
conversion of the Jews so closely united as 1o
meet on the same platiorm, and acknowledge
each other as in reality but one society having no
sepurate object ; the one aim of each aud all be-
ing the salvation of men and the glory of the Re-
deemer. (Cheers.)

GLEANINGS ON THE WAR.
[From the Edinburgh Chiistian Magazine
for December.]

ONE OF THE FALLEN,

The appendix to a sermon lately published
by Dr. Cumming of London, contains extracts
from the correspondence of two officers on
duty in the Crimea ; one of whom has survi-
ved all the’ trouble and memorable conflicts
of his noble corps, the Guards; while the
other, Ensign Henry Aunstruther of the 234,
perished at Alma in his 18th year. The wri-
ter of this having known the gallant boy, and
having had the high privilege of admitiing
him for the first time to the Loid’s Supper,
immediately before joining his regiment,
has read with peculiar satisfuction the con-
fimation which those lelters give of the
reality of his faith in Cluyist. But the chief
reason why they are republished in these
pages is to stic up Christians to prayer in
behalf of our oflicers and men engaged in
this war, especially for those who are our
brethren in Christ Jesus; and to add to our
prayers thanksgiving for the peace of sphit
they have eujoyed, and the magnificent any
never-to-be-forgotien heroism which they
have exhibited. -
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Extracts of LETTERs relaling to the death
of HeNRY ANSTRUTHER, Esq., 2ud Lieu-
tenant, 23rd Royal Welsh Fusiliers, at the
Batile of the Alma.

““ On the hc;'ghts abore the River Alma,
Thursday, Sept. 21st, 1854,

. . . % Our dear Harry has fallen! His
was a soldier’s death ; and he died surround-
ed by nearly the whole of his regiment, 5
of them only remaining unhurt to tell the

. tale. He was shot, poor fellow, right through
the heart, whilst carrying the colours;t
so his death must have been instantaneous.
He fell about forty yards from the field-
work which cost so dearly. Iknow what
a terrible shock this will b2 to you and his
dear mother, in fact to the whole of you; but
in my letterto L I have expluived why
we must not mown for him as without hope.
God had dealt mercifully with him, aund led
him to seek a Saviour ; and he did seek the
Only True One earnestly. Whenever we
have met lately,—and I have seen him very
often the last week— we have always tulked
on sericus subjects, and have read and pray-
ed together.  We must now remember and
aceept our Lord’s words when He said,
« Him that cometh uuto Me I will in nowise
cast out.”

“In position in front of lhe River Alma,
Sept. 21, 1304,

. . . . % When we balted, my first
care was to find out the 23rd, and then I
heard the fatal news. By and by his great
friend Bulwer came down to me, and we
went together to look for him. We founid
him quite cold and stiff,p vor boy : so I kissed
him and closed his eyes. 1 100k from him
his Testament,t glass, wings and ring. We
then got 4 men of his regiment to carry
him 10 a place where there were not so
many dead lying about; and there they
duga grave as de-p as they could, nearly
4 feet, and wrapping him iu a blanket, we
laid him init. 1 said a short prayer at the
grave, and read those beautiful verses at the
end of the I5th chapter of the Eirsl Coriuthi-
ans; frmly believing that ia his case death
bad been swallowed up in victory. The last
time I saw him alive was the Monday afier-
noon, the day before we marched, and we
went out on the hillside, and read and prayed
together. He seemed 10 erjoy it so much ;
and he told me he had been meditating
upon death, and that he could now lovk it
in the fice complacently. . . . Hany
is deeply regretted by all our fellows, and by
every one who km.aw him, the very least. |
never knew su(",h umversal populaiity, or one
who deserved it more.”

ExtracTs from his own LETTERS.

« Guard’s Camp, Gevrechli,
Aug. 3d, 1854,
. ... . «I pray that God may take
awaymy hard heart, and give me a heait to
kuow and love Him, for Christ’s sake.”’

“Camp, Monaslir, Jug. 18th.

. . . . “Thank dear mother for her
little tract and hymu, and tell her that 1 \\"EII
be sure to learn it by next Suuday, as if I

were going to say it to her in the sitting-room. |
-

I only wish I really was tobe there; but
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we can only pray that God may preserve us
all to meet some day at dear old Balcaskie,*
should it be His will. T onght to be very
thankful to Him for havine preserved me in
all this sickvess, as I am sull very well in-
deed.”

“ Camp, on the march to Varna,

Aug. 27th.

. «[ trust, my dearest mother,
that 1 do think more seriously than I used
to do, and [ think I feel o much more com-
fort in my Bible ; for, if I read it attentively,
and Jook at the passages you m rked in it,
I always find some verse that snits my con-

_ditiorr, wheu I feel rather doon at the thoughts

that [ may never see you all again.
-+ ¢ I cannot bear to think that this may be
my last letter before going iuto action ; bug
we wmust pat our trust in God, that I may be
preserved in the day of battle.
* His father's seat in Fifechire, Scotland.
t The colonr which he carried was pierced with

26 balls, and covered with his blood. The other !

colour received 16 balls. Mr. Butler, the officer
who carried it, fell almost at the same moment
with his comrade.

1 His "Cestament was stained with a drop of his
bload.

his intention of reading the 14th chapter of &t.
John’s Gouspel. His mark was at that place.

AFTER THE BATTLE.

We crowned the hard-won heights at length,
Baptized in flame and fire ;

We saw the foeman’s sullen strength,
That grimly mude retire ;

Saw close at hand, then saw more far
Beneath the hattle-smoke,

The ridges of his shattered war,
‘Lhat broke and ever broke.

But one, an English houseliold’s pride,
Dear miany ways to e,

Who climbed that death-path by my side,
1 sought, but could not see.

Last scen, what time our foremcst rank
That iron tempest tore,

He touclied, he scaled the rampart’s bank,
Seen then, and seen no more !

Oue friend to aid, I mmeasured back
With him that pathway dread;
No fear to wander from our track,
Its landmarks, English dead !

Light thickened ; but cur search was crowned,
As we too well divined ;

And after briefest quest we found
What we most feared to find.

His bosom with one death-shot riven,
The warrior-boy lay low ;

His face was turned unto the heaven,
His feet unto the foe.

As he had fallen upon the plain,
Inviol. te he lay ;-

No ruffian spoiler’s hand profane
Has touched that noble clay.

And precious things he still retained,
Which by one distant hearth,

Loved tokens of the loved, had gained
A worth beyond all worth.

I treasured these for them, who yet
Knew not their mighty woe;

I softly sealed his eyes, and set
One kiss upon his brow.

A decent grave we scooped h'm, wlere
Less thickly lay the deud,

And decently composed lim there
Within that narrow bed.

At his last interview with the friend from '
whose letters these extracts aretaken he had stated -

U when

’ Oh ! theme for manhood’s bitter tears,
The beauty and the bloom
i Of scarcely twenty sunnner years
Shut in that darksome tomb !
‘

Of soldier site the soldier son—
Liie’s honoured eventide

One lives to close in England, one
In maiden battle died :

And they that should have been the mourned
The mourners’ parts obtain :

Such thoughts were ours as we returned
To earth its earth again.

Brief words we read of faith and prayer
Beside that hasty grave ;

Then turned aside. and left him there,
The gentle and the brave;

I calling back with thankful heart,
With thoughts to peace allied,
Hours when we two had knelt apart

Upon the lone hill-side:

And, comforted, I praised the grace
Which him had led 10 be

An early seeker of that Fuce,
Which he should early sce.

From the ** Times.” R.C. T.

Tue Patacoxiay Mission.—In June, 1852,
the kditor of this Mugazine expressed himself
thus respecting the attempted mission to Lierra
del Fuego: * Our own fuith is strong in the
ultimate success ot the mission. Former errors
will be corrected, wiser plans arranged, by a
wider experienee ; and, whife the moral heroism
of Captain Gardiner and his friends will never
cease to exercise a holy influence in the world,

and, both at home and abroad, will help to
advance the cause of missions 10 the heathen,

we also’ believe that the day may soon come
hristian Churches, gathered from the
desolate lands around the stormy Cape Horn,
may visit Banner Cove and the graves of those
noble men, and from the touching memories
which will ever cluster around them derive such
lessons of disinterested love and exalted faith as
may kindle @ more ardent piety in their own
bosoms, and fill them with a profounder gratitude
for the spiritual mercies they have obtained, and
for those who sacrificed themselves that these
mercies should be bestowed.”

The Secretary adds:  With God's help, the
mission 1o Tierra del Fuego shall be maintain-
ed!?””  With all our Learts we say:* Goon,and
prosper!”

Unremitting cffort has been made since the
date above toraise the supply of money, build
the vessel, and find the company to follow in the
path opencd by Gardiner, and consecrated by his
sufferings and prayers. How it has prospered we
are now to tell the veader: 1. The money has
been la gely provided—’en pounds having been
given since the martyr’s deat’ for one that was
reccived during his lifelime: 2. The vessel, a
schooner of 104 tons, has been built. launched,
fitted out and despatehed under the name of
Allen Gardiner.” She is s'rong cnough for an
arctic voyage, and has a solid bottom. She is rig-
ged expressly for astormy coast, has 3 boats of
whale-bout shape, und is provided with every
convenience and needful store. She carries
provisions ot all sorts to last 15 persons 12
montks. 3. The persou: are found—a mission-
ary, a catechist, asurgeon. a captain, 2 males,
4 seamen, cook, and cabin-boy, a carpenter, g
mason, and a herdsmun,  Qfthese, 8 are certainly
Christian inen, and have given themsclves to thig
enlerprise from pious mniotives.

The ission party proceed 1o the West Falk.
lands, 3 days’ sail tiom Tierra del Fuego, vwhere
they have Government zuthority 1o select suit-

able Jand te form a station. They have on board



a substantial framed house, a stable and store-
bouse, and a large cattle-fold, and furniture
and tools i abundance.

When they have erected their houses, they will
obiain from the Falkland Company (according
to permission granted) cattle to stock their land
and to serve for food. And then they will proceed
inthe ** Allen Gardiner” to visit Tierra del
Fuego, and find natives known to be friendly ;
and aflerwards to Gugory Bay, Patagonia, to
seek out Casimiro, a powerful cacique, who has
earnestly Tequested to be taught Christianity,
that he may be uble to teach it again to lus
people. When they have found these persons,
they will procure through their help some young
boys to convey to the Falklands, and there to be
taught and trained for interpreters.

"I'his plan is not chimerical ; it has the substance
of sound sense, and the support of experience,
ard has been submitted to and upproved by the
first naval surveyors of the day. It is now put
betore the reader. If it commends itself to him,
and Le feels that his Lord and Saviour may be
glorilied through it in the conversion of souls,

many or lew, irom among the dark aborigines of

Tierra del Fuego and Patagonia, we beg him to
join us in praying for the preservation of the
vessel aud her company—for a prosperons voy-
age—for prudence and perseverance to the
missionaries—and for preparation ol mind to the
natives. We say nothing about pecuniary sup-
port, from a persuasion that no one can withhold
this, who gives the other.

A very promising auxiliary association to help
the Patagonian Missivuary” Society exists in
Edinburgh, of which R. I'. Webb, Esq., Royal
Ciicus, is Treasurer, and James Walker, Esq.,
Queen Street, is Secretary.

G. P. DESPARD,

Hon. Sec, P. B. S-
[ The Edinb. Chr. Mag. for December.]

Tue REcext MEETING oF THE WaLDEN-
SIAN dYNOD AT La Tour.—Ihe Synod opened
on the 29:h of May at Y o’clock, A. M. The
large church of La "Tour was filled with such an
audience as might assemble on the Sabbath day.
In the front rowe sut the pactors and deputies.
‘Lhe opening service was in ltalian, as Lr. De
Sanctis had been appointed to preach. Aeccording
to the Waldensian torm, which 1elainsa “ reader,
Prolessor Malan read the chapters, &c., in Ialian,
and then, afler prayer and praise, Dr. De Sanctis
chose Acts xX. 28, as the text of his discourse.
The text present.d, he said, 1. A duty—* Take
heed to yourselves, and to all the flock.* 2. A
privilege—* Over which the Holy Ghost hath
made you overseers. > 3. An office—* To feed
the church of God.” 4. A dogma—** The church
which He hath purchased with His own blocd.”
‘There were sixty-five members resent, namely,
the pastors of the 17 parishes, and of the Ifaliun
stations, the Professors of the College, and two lay
deputies from each parish.

The Synod closed on the 2nd .of June at one
o’clock, .M. Though no Synod had sat for so
long A time for two centuries, the country deputies
remained till the last. On Sabbath the communion
was dispensed in all the parishes. The morning
service at La Tour was in the old church at the
foot of the mountain, where about 400 or 500 peof le
communicated. M. Appia preached an excellent
discourse in the alternoon in the church at La
Tour o a large audience, and in the evening
there was another c1'ov\"cled meeting at Santa
Margherita for Italian service. M.. Malan presided
and opened the exposition, ‘\.\‘hlcn wus continued
by M. Etienne Malan, Signor Niccolini, Mr-
Hanna, of Florence, and Mr. Curry, of Manchester.
There is truly a greal work to doin thisland, “ the
harvest is plenteous, but the labougers are few.”
Pray ye therefore the Lord of the Lur\'es'l‘thal He
would send labourers into His harvest.” The con-
cluding prayer of the evening meeting was offer-
ed by Francesco Madiai, so well known as the
prisoner of Volterra. It was simple und earnest

and exceedingly affecling, especially when he
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thankedGod who had brought him to those valleys
that were stained with the blood of His martyrs,
and to brethren who had prayed for him when he
was in chains for the Word of God aud the testi-
mony ot Jesus. Itis truly interesting to see the
ltalian element so largely represented in the
Waldensian Church. May that Church, whose
chosen emblem is the light shining in darkuess,
be the Dlessed instrument in leading many to
that Light which is the light of men!—News of
the Churches.

NOTICES OF BOOKS.

GEeoGRAPHY OF Canapa.—By T. A.
Gibson, High School Department, McGill
College, &c. MonTREAL, Hew Ramsay.

Geography is a branch of knowledge of
so universal application that few subjects
can be extensively treated without its aid
being frequently called in with advantage.
On this account it merits and receives due
attention at the hands of all who would
write or read with intelligence. These
remarks have been suggested by a cursory
glance into the compilation neading this
notice.  We doubt not that this attempt to
present a systematic view of what may be
more appropriately termed the chorogra-
phy or topography of Canada will be
generally acceptable in our schools and
families.  With the view of avoiding a
fault too common in text-hooks of Geog-
raphy, that of presenting dry, uninterest-
ing lists of names, Mr. Gibzon has endeav-
oured to conjoin the useful and interest-
ing by adopting in a great measure the de-
scriptive or narrative mode of compilation.
Both Provinces seem to be treated after
nearly the same plan and according to
their relative importance, the Eastern
being embraced in 28 pagesand the West-
ernin T4, Afier giving a general view
of the Districts in either Province, (that di-
vision being retained in the case of the Up-
per Province, as being useful in giving an
idea of its general features,) the Counties
are noticed in local succession, embracing
somewhat fully whatseems worthy of notice
in each. Thereaficr separate portions are
devoted to the Rivers and Lakes with their
affluents, falls and rapids, to the Islands,
Bays, &c. We perceive that the Zown-
shipsof U. C.have been given with the view
of being overtaken in a second course or in
revises. That noinconvenience may arise
from the introduction of these, they have
been included within brackets [].  As
auxiliary to the memories of the pupils
and teachers, there are interspersed secv-
eral important Comparative Tables and
Summartes, and there are appendedl to
each Part Queslz'ons on the entire text,
from which less experienced teachers may
learn somewhat in regard to the miost sue-
cessful mode: of eliciting satisfaciory ans-
wers from their pupils. There are sub-
juined useful Tubles of Refrence and an
accented alphabetical Ludez.  In short we
consider that the enterprising publisher and
the compiler have done good servire to the
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cause of Edueation by the issue of this
manual, and that its low cost, a quarter of
a dollar, must tend greatly to extend the
circulation.

—_—
The Jordan and (he Rhine ; or, the East and the
West ; being the Resull of Five Yeuars® Resi-
dence in Syria, and Five years’ Residence in
Germany. By the Rev. WiLL1AM Grauam,
Member of the Royal Irish Academy ; Hono-
rary Member of the Arabic Historical Society
of Syria, and of the Archwological Society of
Rhine, &e. Pp- 554. London: Partridge,
Oakey, and Co. 1834.
M=r. Grasam’s name is well known to many
of our readers, as one of the missionaries of the
Irish General Assembly to the Jews. As ala-
bourer among the lost sheep of the house of
[srael, he has speut five years in Damascus, in
Syria, and tive years in Bonn, in Rhenish Prus-
sta.  The book before us is not so much a jour-
nal or a history of his missionary life as a 1ecord
of the observations of men, manners. and cus-
soms in the East and West, as they have fallen
under his eye; and of the outbursts, so to speak,
of sanctified g« nius on matters of history, philoso-
phy & religion ; criticism, poetry, & superstition ;
everything that comes in the way of a man who
has travelled much and read more. The first
part of this beautiful volume presents us with
descriptions of the Jordan, of Lebanon, Baalbec,
Damascus, combining exceeding accuracy of
staiement with a glowing eloquence worthy of
¢ the land of the East, and the clime of the sun,”
and which must leave on the mind of the reader
vivid and delightful impressions. The state of
*he Jews in Damascus, the Jewish Mission
there, the customs ot the Orientals and their
dress, are all described, and throughont the whole
are evidences of rich attainmentsin Oriental lite-
rature. The* Journal of the Rhine,” which
forms the second part of the volume, is more
desultory in its character than the first—the phi-
losopher, the poet archaologist, the biblical crit-
ic, the theologian, the philanthropist, and the
Christian Missionary, each by turns holds con-
verse with the reader and enchains his attention.

Ricuarp WiLriams, THE PaTaGoNIaN Mis-

s1ONARY. By Jumes Humilton, D. D. pp. 255.
New York: Curler & Brother.

‘T'his is a precious memorial of the brief but rich
Christian experience, and the short but eventful
missionary career, of one of the asscciates of
Captain Gardiner, who headed a bold but unsuc-
cessful attempt to establish a mission at the extrem-
ity of the Sonth American continent. The ear
of the Christian world has scarcely yet ceased to
tingle at the terrible detail of the sufferings of thig
adventurous mission party; and the murmurs of
disapprobation at sending forth so small and ill-
provided a company on such a difficult enterprise
have hardly yet died away. It is always easy to
see how a caiastrophe might have been averted
after it has taken place; and we are far more dis-
posed to reflect upon others than to set home lessots
of Divine truth upon our own hearts. If these zeal-
ous and heroic men performed no mission to the
Patagoniuns, they have performed one to the
Church of Christ throughout theworld. The record
of their ardent desires to win sinners to God ; of
their meek endurance of almost unprecedented tri-
als and hardships ; of the holy comforts and joys
on which their souls feasted in that dreary wilder-
ness where they famished, sickened and died, is
of incaleulable value. Dl‘HifmI.IIOH’S book, though
little more than a picture of trial, disapj ointm nt,
peril, famine and death; is fitted to do great
goud by showing that the spirit of apostles and
martyrs still lives in the Chureh, and especially
by exhibiting the power of Divine grace to support
and cheer in the inost trying exigencies.

“The Lord can clear the darkest skies :
Can give us day for night;

Make diops of sacred sorrow rise

To rivers of delight! ¢
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High praise has been bestowed by the literary
journals on this volume; it is full of vigorous
thought, marked throughout by a manly yet gen-
tle piety; and for the light which it casts on the
Holy Seriptures, deserves an honorable place on
the bookshelves of the minister or of the Chris-
tian family.

- —

POETRY.

——

EVENING, MORNING AND AT NOON
’ WILL I PRAISE THEE.

My voice shalt thou hear in the morning,
When T wake with the light and behold
The sun the horizon adorning
In colours of purple and gold.

And every, noon will I render
My songs of thanksgiving to Thee,
When [ think of Thy name and remember
Thy goodness to mine and to me.

And again at the coming of even
I’ll haste to my chamber and there
On my knees to my Father in Heaven
Give over my soul unto prayer.

O ! the precious things wrought by the sunshine,
The precious things wrought by the rain,
Three times in a day will | praise Thee
Till the night-watches echo the strain.

So worshipped the prophet of old—and was blest,
When he supped with the lions and the lions
with him—
So chanted the minstrel, and entered his rest
Exchanginghis prayer forthehharpand thehymn.

But these are the least of Thy mercies,—
There is that outieasures them all ;

All honor, and glory, and blessing,—
’Tis the grace that redeems from the fall.

For what are the gifts to the Giver ?

What the stream when the Fountain is near?
One draught from the life-giving river

Were worth all the waters we’ve here.

Though the fig-tree may never more blossom ;
Though the fruit of the olive may fail ;

Let me lean this pained head on 'Thy bosom,
My Father, and all shall be well.

—N. Y. Journal of Commerce.

SATURDAY EVENING.

——

Sweel is the last, the parting ray,
"I'hat ushers placid evening in,
When with the still, expiring day
"The Sabbath’s peaceful hours begin :
How gratelul to the anxious breast
/The sacred hours of holy rest !

Hushed is the tumult of the day,

And worldly cares and business cease,
While soft the vesper breezes play,

To hyran the glad return of peace:
Delighttul season ! kindly given

To turn the wandering thoughts to Heaven.

Oft as this peaceful hour shall come,

Lord, raise my thoughts from earthly things,
And bear ther to my heavealy home

On faith and hope’s celestial wings,
Till the last gleam of life decay

In one eternal Sabbath Day. ANoN.
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SABBATH EVENING.

How peaceful is this Sabbath eve !
All nature seems to rest ;
The very billows gently heave
Upon the Ocean’s breast ;
The winds are still, the boughs forbear
Their swaying in the slumbering air,
And the soft clouds appear to lie
Unmoving in the softer sky,

What holy harmony of praise
From wood and field ascends !
With that sweet voice which waters raise
How pleasantly it blends !
Whilst, sweeter still, the listening ear
From men’s abode the psalm can hear;
Ard each new sound increases more
The quietness so sweet before.

But whence this precious soothing power,
Felt in th: Sabbath’s rest 2

Can the mere calmness of the hour
Itself thus calm the breast 7

Not that alone, but thoughts which bear
The soul above the reach of care,

And the assurance, given by this,

Of rest in Heaven and perfect bliss. M, |
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SCHOOL BOOXKS.

THE NATIONAL SERIES,
Published by the Subscriber.

T'HB Editions of the following popular SCHOOL
BOOKS obtained I'rizes at the Provincial
Exhibitions held at Hamilton and Montreal in
1833, ¢“for the best eollection of School Books

printed and bound in Canada.”” They consist of
the following : —

General Lessons to be hunz up in Schools; First
Book of Lessons ; Second Book of Lessons ;
Sequel tn the Second Brok ; Third Book of
Lessons ; Fourth Book of Lessons ; Fifth Bonk
of Lessons 5 Truths of Christianity ; Spelling
Book Superseded ; First Book cf Arithmetic
and Key; Second Book of Arithmetic and
Key ; Thomson’s Arithmetic—the British edi-
tion, and Kcy ; English Grammar and Key ;
Book-Keeping and Key ; Treatise on Mensur-
ation ; Appendix to Mensuration, for the use of
‘Teachers ;5 klements of Geometry ; Intrcdue-
tion to Gecgraphy and Histery, with Maps,
Plates, &c., new edition, much improved ;
Geography Generalized.

"The present editions have been printed from New
STEREOTYPE PLaTES, and are uniform page for
page with others in use in the Province. When
originally introduced by the Publisher, they received
the sanetion of His Excellency the Governor Gener-
al, of the two Superintendunts of Fducation for
Canada East and West, of the Bishops of the
Roman Catholic Church, of the Synod of the Church
of Scotland, and of a great many ¢ lergymen of
the Church of England, cf Methodists, Baptists,
Congregationalists, &c., &e. N
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1s. 3d.
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