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THE PRESBYTERIAN,

AUGUST, 1869.

F any inducement beyond those
already held out were necessary
to urge forward the speedy cn-
dowmcnt of Queen's Colicge, it
is the want of ministers to sup-
ply the pulpits now vacant. As
far as we can sec there are

sixteen charzes, several of these having
more ihan onc station, waich are des-
titute of supply, except such fitful and
intermittent help as can be afforded by
missionaries and catechists. Even these
are not always to be had, and the danger
js that many of our people will grow up
regurdless of the Word of God, ca arcless of
ordinances and ready to fall a prey to the
various forms of error which zre so fre-
quently presented to them. It is impossi-
ble to regard this state of things without
sad forcbo‘lmw\ Mach as we love our
own Church, ~'rcnt}\' as we desire to see
her grow and’ increase, and caruestly as
we louw for the tiwe when her ministers
shall bo abls to attend to the wants, and
care for the spiritual interests of many
thousands and tens of thousands through-
out the land, yet under the present circum-
stances wewould welcome every cffort made
by those who preach Christ and Him cruci-
ficd, even althouzh they may differ from us
on various points of Church government.
And when we say so, it must not be sup-
posed that we approve of the fanatical, ill-
directed zeal of well meaning but ignorant
men who go about to establish a rclmon of
their owa, ~and who have done and are do-
ing harm to the cause which we believe
they fancy they arc serving. It is rather
to prevent the spread of the errors which
thcsc men are engaged in disseminating,
and to counteract their efforts in localitics
in which they have gained a footing, that
we would welcome ecfficient aid.  Were
there, then, ministers of cvangelical denom-
inations working in the Tocalitics in which
the vacant charges of our Chusch are to be

found, bad as the cace might be for the
progress of our Church, there would yet be
the consolation that at least the people were
not destitute of ordinances, nor compelled
to resort to fountains of crror to scek to
slake their thirst for the water of life. But
mauny of the districts in which our charges
are vacant, have been occupied by us alone,
and the conzrezations have been gathered
with much lubour and prayer, and kept to-
gether only by sacrifices of comfort and
even of health which those who enter into
the comparative case of long settled charges
cannot realise, nor fully understand. Some
of these have overcome the first difficulties
incident to the formation of congregations
in thinly peopled settiements. The indif-
ference, the coldness, the confirmed habit
of not 'utcndm-v religious service, the neglect
of family prayver, the want of personal reli-
gion, the desceration of the Lord's Day,
the various cvil habits contracted under
such circumstanees, have all to be overcome
before any progress can be made. Such
work lias to be done and has been done,
but how long can the influence brought to
bear by the regular ministration of the
Word, continued for a fow years, be es-
pcctcd to continuc after the charge has been
left vacant, and the sound of the Gospel is
no longer heard, or heard only at irreguler
ntervals, while there is no pastoral super-
vision, and 1o one to go out and in among
the pwplc to break to them the bread of
lifle? Itis this, independent altogether of
our positicn as a Church, which makes the
contemplation of these unfilled vacancies
onc of so painful a nature. Some of the
congregations have been destitute of regu-
lar ministmations for a constderable time,
not from any disinciination on the part of
the people to give a call, or to provide a
fair support for their pnstor, but from the
utter 1mp0§1b1hty of their obtaining a
minister, there not being a sufficient Dum-
ber to cupply the demand.  There have of
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gion, the desceration of the Lord's Day,
the various cvil habits contracted under
such circumstanees, have all to be overcome
before any progress can be made. Such
work Las to be done and has been done,
but how long can the influence brought to
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the people to give a call, or to provide a
fair support for their pastor, but from the
utter impossibility of their obtaining a
minister, there not being a sufficient num-
ber to supply the demand.  There have of



226

course been changes, but these have merely
shifted the evil from one neighbourhood to
another, not lessened the number of the
vacant pulpits. The matter has become
very serious. What remedy can be found
for the evil, or how cau it be most speedily
removed ?

The number of students now studying
for the Church bears no proportion to the
number of ministers yearly required to fill
up the blanks caused by deaths and re-
movals, or to provide for the natural in-
crease in the number of charges. The
unfortunate circumstances in which the
Coliege has been placed for some years,
even before the loss of revenue caused
by the reduction in value of the Com-
mercial Bank shares, and the withdrawal
of the Government Grant, acted preju-
dicially, there is no doubt, on the interests
of the College, and consequently on the
interests of the Church. The present
movemen: may, therefore, be expected to
have a most beneficial effect, not only by
securing an endowment a¢ least equivalent
to the loss of revenue, but also by creating
a more intelligent interest in the affairs of
the College itself. Whatever changes, how-
ever, for the better may take place, the
improvement must be the work of time
while the necessities of the Church are
pressing and demand immediate atten-
tion. Some more speedy method must be
found, but the difficulty is to ascertain
what that method should be.

It isevident that a supply of men from
the parent Church, cannot be calculated on.
It is w.rse than useless to send those who
have been found unsuitable for the work
at home.
and returned to Scotland, no doubt to
carry back an evil report of the country,
had evidently mistaken their vocation, and
whatever else they were fit for, were
certainly not adapted for ministerial work.
Least of all were they suited for the
colonies, or quaiified to fulfil the active,
earnest, untiring, aggressive work, which
must be performed in country charges with
outlying districts.
qualifications wanted for this kind of work

Some of those who came out .

There are peculiar .
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have presented some of the difficulties to
be overcome, and we ask the members of”
the Church to consider them well. It may
be that the presentation of these truths
may direct the attention to them of many
who have never before thought of the
necessity laid upon each one to be up and
doing. In the meantime the thoughts
and prayers of all should be directed to-
wards the solution of this difficulty, and
it is to be hoped the hearts of many of our
young men may be directed towards the
ministry, that so in the course of a few
years labourers may be prepared to work
in the harvest field. It does not offer the
same temptations as some professions and
occupations do; there are not the same
worldly advantages to be gained ; the same
opportunities of acquiring wealth. But
there is growing up a truer feeling of the
duties of congregations to their pastor;
a juster sense of what is due to him forhis
labours and a more earnest desire to honour
him for his Master's snke. And when the
work is well done, with the full import of
its importance, with the ever present con-
sciousness of the responsibilities of him
who has had souls placed under his care,
soulsto be trained for immortality ; children
to beled to Christ; fathers to be led child-
like to the foot of their Father's throne;
there is a peace, a joy, a happiness surpass-
ing those bestowed by riches or honours,
however unbounded these may be. To the
Church at large, we commend the con-
sideration of this subject, and shall be glad
to hear from those who may have sugges-
tions to make. It is time we were roused
from our lethargy. For the next few years
we will require all the wisdom of all
the ablest men in the Church, and we
lament that so few should think it their
duty to give to their brethren through our
columns the benefits of their experience.
“ No man liveth to himself, no man dieth
to himself,” yet 2 cold silence and apparent
withdrawal of themselves from every
means of communication with their
brethiren outside of their own congregations
is too much the rule among the ministers

" of our Church. Have they ever reflected

and if men are to be sent from home they .

must possess them and an adaptability
which will enable them to suit themselves
to the requircments of a new country. It
will be difficult to get such men, and those
who do not possess such qualifications are
not wanted. We call attention to the posi-
tion in which the Church is placed. We

3

1

on the cvil this has wrought or do they
consider the loss of efficicncy caused by
this, more than semi-congregationaiism ?
We urge ministers and members to be more
alive to their duties in this respect, and
we shail then have a more active Church,
a stronger life, a more rapid growth and a
more earnest people.



THE PRESBYTERIAN.

227

Hclos of onr Chure.

East Norrawasaca.—It was a pleasing duty
zeceutly to chronicle the settlement of a minis-
ter in Purple Hill and Osprey, formerly a branch
of the Nottawasaga congregation. Already
information comes of another swarm hiving off
from the same congregation to constitute them-
gelves into a separate charge. The new congre-
gation is to be named East Nottawasaga, in
contradistinction to the present charge which is
henceforth to be called West Nottawasaga.
Thero are already 100 families reckoned in the
new charge.

BucriNGHAM AND ConBERLAND.~~On the Tth ult.
a call was moderated in favour of the Rev. W.
Anderson, at present missionary in Griffintown,
Montreal. The call was unanimous and cordial.
The Presbytery of Ottawa snstained the catlon
the 12tb ult. The induction took place on the
20th uit., the Rer. Prof. Ferguson preaching
and presiding, Rev, E. Muilan addressing the
congregation, and Mr. Canning the minister.
This is & settlement, from which, with Mr. An-
derson’s reputation as a preacher, we augur
excellent resuits.

ToroxTo.—The accomplished and respected
minister of St Andrew’s church, pot having
enjoyed very good health during the winter
and spring, has obtained leave of nbsence from
kis charge for a few months, and has gone to
Britain 1o breathe his native air and gain
repose. All onr readerzs will wish him a
pleasant holiday, and will join in the prayer
that he may svou return with renewed vigour.

Cuetsea Axp Irossips.—The following facts
will give o good ides of the position and pros-
pects of this charge, now added to the list of
vacancies by the translation of Mr. Sieveright :
the church and mause belong to Gilmour & Co.,
and a large proportion of the revenue of the
church is derived from their employés. There
is no other Protestant service held at either
station So finctuating is the population that
while during 4 vears nearly 50 communicants
were adde-l ta the roil, the entire commmuuion-
membershin is now only 41, of whom only 15
wero in cunnection with the church when Mr.
Sicveright was settled. The stipend paid by
the congregation during the past kalf year was
$250. The Sabbath schonl shews 68 scholars on
the roll. Tiere 13 a Sabbath school and congre-
gational library of 300 or 600 volumes, which
cost about S400. At one time the prospect of
a large congregation at [ronside was excellent
but the suspension of work at the Hull iron
mines has almest aonihilated the church there.
The average attendance there now isoaly about
24. Chelsea is § miles from Ottawa, and Iron-
side 5 miles. The country is beaatiful, and &
Macadamized road leads 10 the capital.

St. Gasrisr Cntrelt, MoxtreAL.~—The third
Auarterly Iecting of the Missionary Association
of this Chur.h for the year 1558-9 was held on
Wednesday evuning, the 7th ult. Considering
that it was the spring and early summer quarter
the collectors’ returns showed scarcely any fal-
ling off from the average of the wiater quarter,

when all the families are in the city. The total
amount collected was $81.66; of which the
following distribution wasmade by the subscri-
bers:

To the Widow's Fund........ $20 04

¢ 4 Home Mission...vec.. 21 56
¢ ¢ French Mission....... T 56
“ ¢ Bursary Fund.......« 0 87

leaviag $32.02 to be allocated by the executive
committee, who voted $25 to the Synod’s Home
Mission Fund, and the balance was carried over
to the next quarter.

Owex Sotxp axp Derpy.—It is cheering tfo
learn of the progperity of this congregation, so
recently placed on our Synod roll. A new
church has been erected in the latter place, a
station 5 or 6 miles out of the village, which
has been placed at once out of debt through
the liberality of the people themselves and aid
obtained from the church at large. An effort
is to be made to erecta new church the coming
antnmn in Uwen Sound, an improvement much
needed, as the present cdifice does not afford
adequate accommodation. As many as 10
families are now seeking pews but cannot obtain
them. Forty-nine communicants were added to
the roll last year, and there 1s promise of an
equal number this year.

PresprTeERy oF SatvGrEx.—The Rev. James
Kidd, M. A., late minister of Richmond, bas
been designated by the tolonial committee of
the church of Scotland to labour iu the mission
field of this Presbytery, and is expected toenter
upon his work during the present month.

GaLT.~—The Rev., Prof. Mowat, of Queen’s
College, is officiating with his accustomed zeal
and with great acceptance to this congregation
in the absence of Mr. Muir, who is away on a
recruiting cruise to England and Scotland.

Goperica.—The indaction of the Rev. James
Sieveright who has been translated from Chelsea
to this charge, took place oa the 13th ult. The
call was very harmonious, and there can be
little doubt that the congregation shall continue
to prosper under the energetic and zealous
labours of a minister who has gained for him-
self a reputation as o great church-exteasionist |

Rev. Mr. Nicorn.—His many friends will be
glad to learn that Mr. Nicol's health has been
quite restored by a residence on the coast for
several months, and that there is a2 strong pro-
bability of his returning to resume his labours
in Canada, undec the auspices of the colonial
committee. With so many vacancies to be
supplied with ordinances, this will be gratifying
intelligence to all who love the prosperity of
our Zion.

Rev. Mr. Jonxsox.—We are pleased to learn
that Mr. Johnson, barrister, of Owen Soungd,
who is also a well known and popular clergy-
man of the church of Scotland in Canads, has
so far regained his health by his residence
there, that he has determined to resume tho
duties of bis sacred office. We heartily congra-
tulate our learned and reverend friend on his
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resolution, and have no doubt that congrega-
tions which can appreciate an accomplished
and eloquent preacher, will eagerly seek his
services. Vacant congregations wishing to
communicate with him can hear from him at
Owen Sound.

Tnree Rivers.—The Presbytery of Quebec
met at Three Rivers on June 29 and ordained
and inducted the Rev. Ju. Bennett, minister of
St. Andrew’s Church there. The Rev. Dr. Cook
preached apd presided. Mr. Bennett is the
first minister who has begun and completed, at
Morrin College, his education for the ministry.
He isa native of Kinross, and has already given
good proof of his zeal and ability, he having
served the Presbytery of Perth, as a Catechist
in the Towanship of Darling, with much efficien-
¢y and success.

St. Louis pe Goxzague.~—The Lord’s Sup-
per was dispensed, by order of the Presbytery
of Montres), by one of its members to this con-
gregation oc the 27th of June. The little
church wes full on the occasiorn, and forty per-
sons coremunicated.

QUEEN'S COLLEGE.

ENpowyxENT ScueMeE—Since our last issue,
the visitation of congregations bas been con-
tinued by the deputation from the College with
satisfactory results, Subscripiions have been
obtained averaging over S1200 per week. The
total amount is now estimated at $75,000.

Nelson and Waterdown.—This charge was
visited by one of the deputation during the
week beginning 20th June. In Waterdown the
Subscriptions amount to $335.50, in Nelson to
$:84, which will be increased.

During the same week the other members
of the deputation visited

Milton, and obtained $412, also

Hornby and Irafulgar, and obtained $$3.50.

Hamilton —The week beginning the 27th
June was spent in Hamilton. The members of
the deputation. officiated in St. Andrew's
Church oo Sabbath, and held a mce.ing on the
following evening. The amount subscribed is
$1544.50. To this has to be added S109 from
Dr. Bethune of Glanferd.

Thorah.—The deputation took part in the
administration of the Lord’s Supper here on tle
4th ulitimo, and addre:s-d the people in behalf
of the scheme after the thanksgiving services
on Monday. Over $600 has been subscribed by
eight members of the congregation. We are
not in & position to give the total amount, but
fecl assured from wbut we have heard, tbat it
will be liberal. )

DoxatioNs 7o The LiBrary :—Jas, Osborae,
Beamsville, 1 vol.; Mrs. Little, Niagara, 1
vol. ; Miss Reid, Hamilton, 11 vols.; Jobn L.
Norris, Esq., Montreal, 167 vols., Parliamentary
dacuments ; Rev. Grorge D. Ferguson, L'Orig-
nal, 1 vol., (old muouscrip:) ; Rev. W. Simp-
son, {;achinc, 1 vol. ; John Creighton, Kingston,
1 vol.

QUEEN'S COLLEGE EXDOWMENT FUND.

Statements for insertion in the IRESRTTERILY will
be made up here on the 15th of each month.

Local Treasurers and others arc particularly re-
quested, when making up their detailed stateinents of
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remittances to the Collego Treasurer, to follow th-
modo of entry adopted below.
W. IRELAND, Treasurer.

Queen’s Collego,
Kingston, Ont., 15th July, 1869. }

bscriptions ackiowledged to 16th June
St puons aeo ST ' 827046 58

KINGSTON.

Jas. Minnes, 1st instalment on $100.

Agnes 3. )

Robert White, 1st instalment on
100

DLW seesstesestrctcressessasnse Xy}

£25 00
20 00

25 00

70 00
TORONTO.
Local Treasurer, Jas. MITCHELL.
Mrs. John Cameron, balance.......

BROCKVILLE.
Local Treasurer, GEO. HUTCHESON.

William Fitzsimons.. cccovaeevneeons
James Cranston, 1st instal. on 85...
Charles Byers, 1st “ on®Y..
David Byers, st ¢ on &6 ..
E GIlllmour. . ccireneieiniecrnnennns
William MArtin. ... ooveeeeniinnans
Charles Webster, 1st instal. on 85...
JohmPage...ooiiiiiiiieiiiens oo
Geo. Hutcheson, 1st instal. on $200.

20 00

gi§wcn5‘wcowc-
833383288

396 50

NIAGARA.
Rev. Charles Campbeli, 1s instal. on

Q30 0ve cevennnerncsvanannes seeeen
Rev. David Niven. B.A.,, 1st instal.

on S100)
William: Hacker, 1st instal. on $8...
JoNn ROZerS....cvvnieiiiieiiinns
Cash.......
A Friend.....
William Scott. .
T. M. Rowland ..
John McCulloch .
Mre. William Little.
Jane McFarland ...
Marjory dicFarland
James McFurlaud..
Robert Shearer.......
George Uawson, junr.
Roebert Niven. ...
A. C. Currie... ..
W. AL F. Currie
A Friend........
James Caruachan
Philip A. Cathliue
Louisa \Whitlaw..
Benjamin Dawson..
Mrs. Jozeph Stevens
Rbert Rogers........
Mes. Thowmas Elliott........

CLIFTOX.

John Robertson, 1st instal. on &8)..
Jane S. Chadwick.cioeeeeeenen..s
Mrs. G. W.Taylor. .....ceenveiaes
Mrs. George Duncan.......oaelen
James Davidson...ccovvviiiiiniiaa,
Wiatliam Bell . .ooeveiins v civenias
Robert Gunfl..coceeieveeienennncaes
G. R. McMicking..voemeennaaenaaaas
George Robertson....ooeaiaeoeni.s
Alanson 038, .ccveivicreriireienien
James MeBain..ooeiiiiiiiiia..

3

e e s e S S BB e Sacomitoton i3
SRBRCDBIEBERETESSITIE223ES

148

D b
o

50:50-3%&
88333838388

=t b
(S X=2-1]

196 00

8T. CATRERINES.

John MceCalla. ..o vveiennnnnnnnn.. 10 0)
W. L. Copeland...coevivainneaa.,
BN 2 1 1
D. W. Beadie, 1st instal, on §10.....

WEST GWILLIXBGRY.
Local Treasurer, DoNALD FRASER.

Wm. Sutherland, lstinstal.on 820.. 6 66
Douald Ferguson, 1st  ** onS§l5.. 500
\Wm. Sutherland, 1st ¢ on$10.. 3 3%
John Sutherland, Ist ¢ onS10.. 33t
James MeRaY..coeveeereieeeanannes 10 00
Angus Sutherland. ...o.oeiiieiaen. 100
Rev. W. \lcKee, 1st instal. on 89... 300
Mrs. And. McBeth, 1st < on SI5.. 500
J. Dewson, Istinstal.on 86 ........ 200
S. Symbitt, Ist - on€5........ 2¢
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Anirew Bloddatt, 1st inst. on 85.. 168
A frrlend, Uundnea ) ceeernreanann 500
o, (' Fswwoll. ... 4 00
B M md.tg PP 4 00
; 5%!:@:(;“"‘4 b 00
61 00
MILTON.
Lvenl Treasurer, Judge MILLER.
Adam !§Ywm, 13t inst. on 8100..... 50 00
%ﬁ'ﬁ' THRAOM . oo eecvarnnnrennnens 10 00
AN Ahderson. .oooeiennn.a.. 500
ubn (127 veveees 2000
Jof eWaE, JUNT. . .oen... teenenas 5 00
r&a CHFFAM00. v vverenniennnnans 500
llmm baidlaw. . .eeniivainainann 10 00
O Vs 10 00
.‘u)m \m«m.... ................ 23%
HEOFHR BIUIY, . . e iiieiiieiiiaen 2
€ 187 00
HORKBY AXD TRAFALGAR.
Looal Treasurer, Judge MILLER.
Ifﬂmel- HUston. coeeeeeneneninannnes 10 0
Jnhu MoMiflan .. .. tetetirneinsnaes 500
V, 4. KRohnedey...o.ooooviiinnn. 50
Am; H]qumey ................ R
Jugoli fSrouks. Jooiieeniiiinninnan... 106
slh Jutnes Blggar. cooooieeiiaon. 050
Georgs MeCHrTney. .oovnvneennans .. 500
31 50
WATERDOWN.
f.ocal Treasurer, JOBX GLASGOW.
V. T. doroes, 1st instal. on §15. 500
4 efei Green, 1st ¢ on S30. 15 00
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@orrespondence,

(To the Editor of the Presbyterian.)

IR,—~In the last rumber of
the Presbylerian, [ observed
an cpitome of the Annual
Report of St. Andrew’s
ClLurch, Ottawa. The re-

‘ port itself isbefore me ; and,
X in some respects, it is very satisfac-

W% tory. Since Mr. Croil's] admirable

report for the year 1866 was printed.

—although the number of scholars

X attending the Sabbath school are
exactly the same, there has been an increase of
thirteen families and of thirty-seven commuui-
cants. The pew rents have been increased
gsince the report of last year by $88.89; but the
ordinary Sabbath day collections appear to be
nearly the same, for as noticed by you, they
then averaged from S12 to 315 each day.

There is another item of income mentioned
in the report, and which Mr. Croil stated to
have been S600 in 1866. I mean that arising
from the glebe lot. Previous to the passing of
an Act of Parliament recently obtained, incor-
porating the congregation, the Minister of the

Church was legally entitled to the proceeds of
the glebe, exclusive of the stipend promised by
the congregation. For this reason, it was not
usual to take any notice of it in the annual re-
ports. I may take leave to say, however, that

an important change has been made in this res-

pect. My respected successor is solely de-
pendent on the sum promised to him by the
congregatior. This I hold to be no improve-
ment so far as the incumbent is concerned.
Doubtless the control of the proceeds of the

glebo would have bzen the best security which |

he couid have obtained for the payment of his
stipend to a certain extent, and in process of
time, situated as the glebe is, the Minister of St.
Andrew's Church, Ottawa, might have been in
possession of thebest endowment in the Dowin-
ion of Canada.

You say that the debt of the Charch at Ot-
tawe has been reduced during the year, from
$1699.86 1o $1368.21. I regret to have to
remark that in making its statement, you, in-
advertently, do me injustice. The language
would appear to imply that there has been a
debt of long standing which is being gradually
liguidated. Itis true, that whenI was inducted
Minister of the congregation there was debt
on the manse. This, however, was soon after-
wards paid; and although during my incum-

bency, both the church and mnnse were enlarg-
ed, a school-room huilt,and other improvements
made, when I reglgnod my charge, there was
no debt whatover, As appoars from tho report
itself, the debt reforrod to was contracted last
year by an outlay In lmproving the manse,
and which lias boen roduced to the extent you
mention out of the procuedy of a bazaar Leld in
1860. This monuy” was ralsed for a special
purpose, and it {3 to bo hopod that the ladies of
the congregation, to whom I was under the
greatest obligation for thelr oxertions in con-
nection with many goud works, will take care
that the money he adcredly reserved for the
purpose for which it was futongded.

You mention that it Is proposed to build a
new edifice for the nocommodation of the
worshippers in 8t Androw's Caucch. That
perhaps would bo woll. At tho same time,
church extension in tho olty ought not to be
lost sight of. In 1860 my Kirk Secssion as at
considerable exponse fu fitting up o room in the
East division of tho clty, and with the help of
my assistant, [ had one survice there each Sab-
batb. I also oponed u etation in the village of
New Edinburgh which Is a suburb of the City—
rapidly growing into Importeuce. Aftorwards
I deemed it advisablo to ondonvour to obtain a
Missionary whose services might be exclusively
devoted to the plages just mentioned. This
matter I brought undor the notico of the Ires-
bytery of Ottawa, ani that court, approving of
what I had dono, made application to the
Colonial Committes in nccordance with my
wish. This application was favourably receiv-
ed. A gentleman was nominnted for that field
of labour ; bat he, having declinod the appoint-
ment, the matter {a now in abeyance. I am
persuaded, however, that another congregation
might be gradually formod without materially
affecting tho intorest of St. Androw's Church.
Let the people of Ottawan learn n lesson from
Montreal ; St. Gabricl's Cliurch has been open-
ed, and is doing woll under an energetic and
cflicient minister, and other congregations bave
been formed with wnarked succoss without af-
fecting the old congrogations in that city ; on
the contrary, St. Andrew's and St. Paul's seem
to prosper mora and moro, aud that in tle face
of all opposition, Or our ndlierents 1n Ottawa
might learn a lossun from the Canada Presby-
terian Church in that ofty, A new congreg -
tion has been organized, and a fino church has
been built without diminishing in any sensible
degres the numbers who worship in Enox’s
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Church. The truth is, that unless our adher-
eats bestir themselves in time, the field will be
occupitd by other denominations. St.Andrew’s
Church will stand alone, respeztable no doubt
as a congregation; but still a solitary congre-
gation representing our body, whilst others
wiser in their day and generation, are
multiplying tbeir places of worship, and
drawing away onr adherents, enticed, it may be,
by no other motivz, but than of nearness to
their own places of abode. Thus there may be
matter for unavailing repentance. But that the
adherents of our Church in regard to this mat-
ter may obtain that wisdom which is from
above, to direct their steps, is the prayer of

your obedient servant,
ALES, SPENCE.
East Neuk, Elgin,

Scotland, 18th May, 1869.

To the Editor of the Presbyteriun.

mm,—The accompanying letter
wag first addressed to the
Montreal Evening Telegraph
in reply to a letter which had
appeared in that paper signed
Watchman, tbe drirt of which
may be learped from this reply.
Thistle’s letter deals with matters
in regard to which it is to be
feared not & little ignorance prevails among at
least the younger generalion of Presbyterians
It is quite comumon, especially with those who
affect the bon {on, among our young people, to
assume that in matters of the kind liere spoken
of the church of England is right, and we are
wrong. It may help to show our people that
they have no nced to be ashamed of even those
things which others sometimes attempt to turn
into ridicule, as if indicating jgnorance or a
want of refinement, to reprint Thistle’s letter.

Nemo me impune lacessit.

PRESBYTERIAN WORSHIP AS COMMONLY
PRACTISED DEFENDED.

To the Editor of the Evening Telegraph.

Str,—It was only on Saturday eveniog I saw
first a letter in the Evening Telegraph of 9th
July, eatitled Convenience vs. Piety, and this must
be my cxcuse for not noticing it sooner. The
letter while wishing to appear complimentary
to one of the Presbyterian churches of this city,
contained unwarrantable reflections npon the
manuer of Presbyterian worship in general. For
instance, it would strike any one acquainted
with the history of Presbyterianism at once as
& very inappropriste insinuation wbich is con-
tained in ths very title of ¥ Watchman’s”
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letter; while Presbyterians do not attach gnv
valuo to sncrifices as such, Convenience or i.n
other words Ezxpediency has never been a fuvorite
clement in their creed; and their past record
shows that no people have made greater sacri-
fices of convenience to principle. I také no
notice of what ¢ Watchman” says about the
effect produced upon bim by the tones of the
organ in a certain “ Sstablished” Presbyterian
Church, further than to state that it is & mis-
apprebension, common among Episcopalians, as:
well a3 too many Presbyterians, to suppose that
the merits of the question as between Prelacy
and Presbyfery have any regard to such matters
of practice as the employment of instrumental
music, kneeling at prayer or the use of a liturgy.
“Watchman”not knowing thisseems to have been
surprized at hearing the peals of a fine organ

| and a tasteful rendering of music, as if these

were tokens of a departure from the principles
of Presbytery. Into the historic grounds of
dispute between the two ecclesiastical systems
these practices I bave mentioned never entered
at ail.

Haring made this remark, I do not wish to be
thought to concede that Presbyterians should
immediately have recourse to organs, and
Prayer-books and genuflections, I am pre-
pared, on tte contrary, to show that they
bave good reason for abstaining from these
things. “ Watchman” bas a summary way of
disposing of our mode of worship. By a single
stroke of bis pen be would set Presbyterians
down at once as worse than Mahometans,
through the use of that very convenient, though
not very legitimate, mental operation called
Assumption. Buckle in bis remarkable treatise
on Civilization, with characteristic insular arro-
gance, began by assuming that England, in the
narrowest sense of the word, was the standard
of Civilization. Inlike manner “ Watchman
complacently takes for granted that what he,
has been accustomed to as an Episcopalian de-
termines what is commendable or censurable
in the practice of the * Kirk ;” as if the Charch
of Englaund, Minerva like, bad leaped into exis-
tence from the mind of the Deity fully equipped
with its rubrics, surplices, apostolical succession
and all. Tke arrogance of the assumption
would be offensive were it not for its simplicity.

" ¢ Watchman ” talks of the ¢ prs_ er-inviting

toses of the organs in terms which would imply
that there must be a lack of devotional feeling
on the part of those Christian assemblies that
had not an orgaun to iovite them. But I can say
that there are churches, yes and ¢ Established »
ones too in the city, in which tbe praises of
God are sung with taste and fervency and una-
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pimity without any iustrumental tonic, the
worshippers fulling back on a more ancient sti-
mulus than organs, (Ps. 27, 4-6.)

There are three things ¢ Watchman " speci-

ally condemns in ordinary Presbyterian practice,
There is first the use of the old versicn of the
Psalms. He says they do not suit the organ.
That may be ; but I fear if this is the case, it is
ratber a damaging argument against the use of
organs. What! the Psalms of David that have
been the solace of God’s people for upwards
of 2000 years to give piace to diffuse, common
placo hymops that will jingle merrily to the
organ. I should like to know what kind of
«¢ prayer " its * melody ” invites to, if it disqua-
lifies for employing in the worship of God those
precious lyrics, breathing the very spirit of
prayer, which bave been found adequate 10 ex-
press the devoutest sentiments and most varied
cxperience of the pious in all ages. But ¢ Watch-
man?” may say, objection i3 only taken to the
Scottish version of the Psalms. Be it so; thut
version canstand criticism, as, taken as a whole,
in spite of occusional ruggedness and difficul
terminals, it has been pronounced by competent
autborities the purest in point of Saxou, the
tersest in point of style, the noblest in point of
spirit, and the most faitbful in adberence to the
original of all translations yet made—preserv-
ing better the aroma of the Hebrew, and pos-
gessing more of the higher atiributes of poetry,
than any otber version. Byron tried his hand
at improving some of them, but in spite of his
unrivalled powers of felicitous versification he
gave up the task as hopeless; and when Sir
Walter Scott was once consulted by members
of the General Assembly of the Church of
Scotland as to the advisability of attempting &
new translation, he (¢ Watchman” will per-
“haps acknowledge him no mesn judge) said
t pever give up your versicn of the Psalms ; it
i3 the best.” The taste for the bigher class of
poetry is too generally diffused among the
Scottish people for them to exchange these
« Grave, swect melodies” for the distended
rhymes that so frequently pass fur hymps.

But the burden of ¢ Watchman's” fauit-find-
jng falls upon the practice of standing at public
prayer. The writer has no objections to either
Episcopalians or Presbyterians kneeling if they
feel so disposed. Presbyterians acknowledge
that this is a perfectly scriptural mode, and also
that in certain kinds and parts of prayer it is
perhaps the most proper posture. But surely
« Watchman ¥ is grossly ignorant of the subject
he hag ventured to write upon, when he would
attempt to brand Presbyterians for standing at

)
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prayer as less revereni than heathens or Turks,
who prostrate themselves before the Deity. One
who professes acauaintance with the East as
well a3 the West, ought to know that in all
parts of the globe there issuch a tbing as stand-
ing to do reverence, as well as kneeling. Were
Solomon and the people of Israel less devout
than a ¢ Barbary Moor ?” (1 Kings, 8, 14, 22.)
Presbyterians have good reasons for preferring
the attitude they employ in public prayer.
When the Christians of the first centuries are
represented in the Roman catacombs as in the
act of prayer it is always sfanding with the fuces
locking upwards. And it is easy to dirine
why. The scope of Christ’s teaching,-while not
diminishing men’s reverence for the Almighty,
is to reveal the futherhood of God,and give men
nearness of access to Him, (Heb. 10, °2) a dif-
frrent feeling prompting the Christiun from the
legal servile conception of Deity, which makes
the ¢ Barbary Moor ” throw himself on his face
upon the ground. In the highest service rend-
ered to God the worshippers are represented as
standing (Rev. 7,9.) If Christian prayer were
all confession, then kneeling would be unques-
tionably the most becoming attitude, but ac-
cording to the model which Je+us has bequeathed
to us confessioa forms but an inconsiderable
part of prayer.

1f, bowever, ¢ Watchman™ is not convinced
by what has been advanced on this point, here
are two authorities he will probably not gain-
gay. The direction ir Pollanus’ liturgy is ¢ .Ac
toto hoc tempore (during confession shd abso-
lution) populus magnus cum reverentia ostat, vel
procumbit in genua, ut animus cujusque fulerit.”
Aund it was not until the last revision of the
English Book of Common Prayer that posture
in the Daily service was prescribed, except in
the Creed and Confession. In coanclusion, on
this point, I quote from the learned Dean of
Westminster, who has shown singular cardour
on every occasion when treating of matters
affecting Presbytery. ¢ To pray standing, was
in public wership believed to bave been an
Ayostolic usage. The Presbyterians of Scot-
lend, and at times tbe Lutherans of Germany,
are probably the only Occidental christians who
now observe the one only rubric laid dewn for
christina worship by the first # (Ecumenical
Council” (Stanley’s Eastern Churcb, p. 263.)
Instead of its being regarded, therefore, as un-
seemly irreverence and a consulting of conven-
ience that Presbyterians stand at public prayer,
I forbear from retorting as I might do by ani-
madverting upon the indecency of persons sitling
upon their cushions instead of either standing or
koeeling as one frequently sees the majority of
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worshippers (?) do in certain churehes that
shall not be named.

The last improvement in the practice of the
kirk ¢ Watchman ” desires is that the wor-
shippars shall join with the officiating minister
in repeating the Lord’s prayer. Now it appears
to me with all deference to the church of which
“ Watchman ” is &a member this would be no im-
provement at ajl. I submit if the Babel of
sounds, on as many different keys as there are
persong, one hears in the church of England
when the -people repeat the Creed and Lord’s
Prayer is very edifying or productive of devo-
tion. Would it not be wmore decorous if they
joined oniy mentally and spiritually in these
exercises, in solemn sitence 7 But according to
“ Watchman” they would not bz praying at all
if they did cot speak. Iere are his words
% The Presbyterians do not pray for themselves
a3 in the Church of England.” What an un-
godly set they must be forsooth! No wonder
after making such a discovery that ¢ Watch-
man 7 should conclude with these words:
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# Open immorality is taking deep root in this
city, and it is high time that both winisters acd
congregations should arise from their apathy.
One would suppose from the connection in
which this "paragraph stoo¢ with whut he had
just alleged, that the want of repeating the
Lord’s Prayer after the minister, on the part of
Presbyteriang, was the causc of the “ open im-
morality.”” But enough of this. It is clear that
the person officiating in the Apostolic Church
was the mouthpiece of the congregation in
public prayer, and that their minds and heatts
were excrcised in attention to his utterances, to
whick they signified their assent by saying
“Ameun™ (L Cor., 14, 16.) While Presby-
terians claim to join mentally and spiritually in
the prayers of their ministers, as well as to
utter a silent “ Amen” to the petitions offered
in their name, 'the only improvement in their
present practice desirable is that they should ut-
ter theiv ¢ Amea” aloud.
THIETLE.
Montreal, July 13, 1869.

&he Eharches awy therr Rlissions.

GENERAL ASSEMBLY.
{Continued.)

May 24th.

An overture was taken up from the Pres-
bytery of Dumfries asking the Assembly to de-
cide that its legal adviser should not at the
same time be a member of the conrt. Mr. Under-
wood, Irongray, proposed, and Mr. Wilson, New
Abbey seconded the adoption of the overture.

Dr. WaLLacE also supported the overture. It
scemed to him that the duties of the Procurator
were twofold. First, he had to watch over the
proceedings of the General Assembly in their
interest, so tkat if the Assembly would in any
matter, from mistake or ignorance, be taking &
wrong direction in matters of which he was
gualified to judge, he would, either through the
Muderator or by himself, interpose with & notice
of warning to the Assembly. Seccondly, he
would be in the court as a man of reference,
10 be consulted by the Assembly in regard to
any mutters coming within his provicce that he
was qualified to give any advice upon. If these
were the two functions belonging to the office,
1t scemed to bim altogether absurd to argue
that his mouth would be hermetically sealed.
(Laughter, and Hear, hear.) He thought
that the Procurator shounid aid in the court only
a3 an assessor, and not as a co-ordinate member
with themseives ; and in the position of assessor
he would be uble to give the Assembly all the
benefits of information they sought. He thought
there were many serious disadvantages arising
trom the Procurator being a member of the
couri that constituted good rensons for their not
permitting bim to do so. For example, were
the Procurator to be 2 member of the court,

they would give a great assession of strength to
a ctass in the House which be would venture
to call the permanent element in the House, ag
distinguished from the rotating members. Thero
wag what he had called the permanent element
in the general Assembly. There was a great
resemblunce in that respect between the Gene-
ral Assembly and the starry firmament. Both
of them possessed planetary bodies and fixed
siars, (Laughter.) They all knew that the fixed
stars—in the hesvenly expanse he meant—had
contracted a habit of winking to each other.(Re-
newed langhter.) He was not =t all sure that.the
permanent members of the General Assembly
differed considerably in that respect from their
celestiul brethren. (Laugbter.) Of course he
d'd not mean to accuse the pu-wanent members
of the General Assembly of the impropriety of the
physical gesticulation, but he thought that un-
consciously a freemasonry bad been introduced
among the permanent mewbers. He thought
be had observed them mentally passing notes
from one constellatioa 10 another. He thought
he bud seen a sort of luminous telegeaphing—
mental and emotional, no doubt—passing f:om
the Great Bear and the Goat on the one side,
to the Liitle Bear and Orion on the other side—
+(Loud larghter)—so that in this way the per-
manent element in the General Assembly came
10 be a united and compact budy, even without
their becoming conscions of the matter; snd
whilst he was very far from alleging that the
inflaence of their union—which, of course, was
strengib——was altopether a pernicious oue, on
the other baud, he thought that in many res”
pects, such as in the conduct of the business of
the General Assembly, aud the preservation of
a sort of traditional order and digaity, they
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were highly useful ; yet, at the same time, he
thonght it was an influence which the rotating
element of the Assembly shouid alwsys keep
its eyeupon, and always keep its hand upon, in
the way of gently repressing it, to keep it in its
proper dimensions, lest the time should come
when the Assembly would find it necessary, as
he believed it hae been found necessary, during
last century, in 2 more august Assembly, to
Ppass a resolution stating that the permauvent
influence bad increased, wes increasing, and
ought tobeabolished. (Laughterand applause.)
As & trausitlory m2mber of the House, it was his
opinion that it might be dangerous to the legi-
timate influence of the rotating members were
they prepared to say that the Procurator of the
Assembly should become one of the imperium
tmperio that represenied the permanent influ-
ence in the House. (Hear, hear.) His second
reason for supporting the overiure swas, he
thought, even a more imporiant orce, but it

had been already referred to by the supporters |

of the overture. He thought it was inevitable

that if they made the Procurator a member of X

the House, he would become a party man.

He |

considered it was quite impossible that any man

who took 3 position in such 2 House would not
b2 a party man. The unforiunate consequences
of that inevitable circamsiance were these—

Firsy, it was unfair to the party that woald be -

opposed 10 the Procurator; in the second place,
he maintained that tke Procurator’s inevitabie
party position must warp his judgment ; and,in
the third place, if he were not permitted to take
Tars in the ordinary d'scassions, the Procurator
Baving less work toucenpy bis mind, could give
more attentionand consideration to the subjects
in which his legal advice might be required,
and thus his nsefulness in ibe office 10 which
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clement in the House. Now, he (Dr. Barty)
did not object to this, but quite the reverse, and
he agreed entirely with Dr. Wallace, that such
gentlemen necessarily and naturally acquired
influence which those who were only appointed
once in six years could not possibly do. What
an advantage would it be were such men as Dr.
Wallace annually appointed members of Assem-
bly! It would be better for the Assembly, and
safer for themselves. Much better would it be,
that, instead of Dr. Wallace being a waundering
star, as he now was—(Loud laughter and ap-
plause)—he shouald be placed a fixed star in
their firmament, and give them the benefit of
his permanent light. (Renewed laughter and
applause.) Unbappily, in the mean time, if not
& wandering star, Dr. Wallace might scem to
belong 10 the constellation of * the still-vexed
Bootes.” (Laughter) Withregard to Dr.Wallace's
opinions on the gener=l question as to the office
of the Procuratership, he (Dr. Barty) coufessed
that he understood Dr. Wallace's astronomy
much better than his argument. The astronomy
wasexcellent, the logic butindifferent. (Laugh-
ter and applanse.) According to Dr. Wallace's
proposal the Procuraior was not to be a mem-
ber of the House, and could not open his lips
until they were opened for him.  But still, ac-
cording to Dr. Wallace, the lagal adviser of the
Assembly could do some things. When he saw
the Assembly going astray and running dead

- against 2 legal rock, he might slip up to the Jo-

i

derator arnd whisper in his car—* There's a rock
abead! will you let me warn the House?”
(Laugiter.) Well, it might be that the Mede-
rator did not sze the rock, and he might sar to

. lhe Procurator, “ Sit down, sir, and [ will take

die had been appointed would beincreased. For |

these reasoas he begged 10 support the motion
for the adoption of the overture transmiited by
the Presbyiers of Dumfrics. (Applause.)

Mr. Fraser, Leith, said that if the Hoase ap-
pointed 2 Procurator who was not 2 member of
1y, theresult would be this, that when & matter
came before them for discussion, and when the

opinion of the Procurstor was asked uponit, -

the bouse musi cither fullow up the opinion of
the Procumior, in whatever direction it might
lexd, or to n large exteat the House must stul-

tify 1tself; and jractical’s saying—* Weasked .

the opinion of our legal advisers. We did so
like many othess in similar circumstances with-
out meaning to take it. We do not find it so
palatable as we thought it would te, and wedo
not mean to tzke it If the Hoase, therefore,
appoiated a Procumator not a2 member of it, he
thoaght there was no cscaje from cither of
hese positinns; and ke therefore meant to op-
pore the overtare.  (Applause.)

Dr. Bamtv sail he would detain the House
ouly for 2 very lisile. Dr. Wallace has pre-
stated his vicws up n the schicet under dis-
cussion in a somewhat astronondcal aspect. He
Zad great sympathy with the views expressed
by Dr. Waliace in tegasd 10 the rotatory class
of membess of the Hoase. Bat Dz Wailace di@
aotseem tosed that hisargument told against the
lay clementof the Assemnbly. (Hear, beas) Vary
manyef the eldess were appointed year after year

aad Wy constitated an importanisad valaable |

the opinion of the House whether there is = rock,
ahead or noi”  (Laughter.) Thas there would
be a voie required o discover the existence or
the noz-exisicnce of the legal rock. Again,
members of the House might feel themselves in
a dificulty, and might ask the House if they
woald be graciousls pleased to open the lips of
the Procurater that their dificol's might e
solved. Bui there might be gentlemea who
might be afreid that the Procamtor would give
an opinion ad<erse to taeir views, and who
would move that e Procaratsr shonld not be
texnd upon the subject; 2ud so z2nother vole
would be called for. Indecd 2 number of voies
wight reguire 10 be taken brfore the poor Pro-
curzior would b =2 lowed 1o prenounce an
opinion. Dr. Wallzce's last argument was, that
jermilling the Procumaler w0 be a wember of
the House would tend to make kim =z violeat
parusan. Now, be disliked o bave 10 éra. with
a man who moved atout in the dask uns~ea and
unheard. Let them have him on the foor of
the Assembly opening bis lips without fear, and
thzs free dicenssion will enable all to 1est the
valoe of his o] inions The worst of all parii-
aships is tat which pleads and prots ia the
dark, which moves scemet springs which dumd
in the House are exceed.ngly clogzent xnd busy
inthe lobdies. (Applansee ) Firwinld much e
173 hat the Praca:ater shoxld be in a p sition 10
open bis lips as be saxw caunse, and 1o express
bis opinions whea be plexsed, that all migh- we
alle 12 underrtand whether oF not the fixed siar
sked 3 maligrant inlacace. (Loud lasghier
azd applanse.)
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Dr. PiniE said that he had intended to deliver
his views on the question before the House, but
felt now that that was unnecessary. His friend
behind him (Dr.Wallace) had a horror seemingly
of fixed stars, but after what had been said by
Dr. Barty, his friend's astronomy would no more
be heard of. (Langhter.) The astronomical part
of the discussion had, however, been very well
done by the two gentlemen, and had been ably
brought to a close by Dr. Barty. (Hear, hear.)
But in reference to the subjrct under discussion,
he wished to cail the attention of the House toa
consideration of immense importance. It must
be known to those who took any part ia the
business of the Church, how useful the Procu-
rator was in the committees. The amount of
benefit that was Gerived from bis being on cem-
mittecs, more especially in the committees form-
cd of junior members, was very great. Even
amongst the members who had had the greatest
experience, it was found that they could oot do
without the advice of the Procurator in a great
rroportion of the committees on which 1hey sat.
(Hear, bear.) He therefore wished the house
to understand that the Procurator could not be
o member of those committ-es ualess he was

also 2 member of the Court. (Hear, bear.) Ia |

regard to the Procurntor of the Church being
party man, he thought it was very obvious,
from the nature of the case, that the man who
would most likely sirnggle against pany feel-
ing was the man who would Le in the Procura-
tor's chair. (Appiause.)

The Assembly divided, and the Clerk an-
nounced that the followiag was the result of
ihe voie =~

For the first motion ......... 31
For the second motion..... .. 171

The overture was accordingly dismissed by &

majorily of 140,

Weoxrspay, May 26.
THE DEBATE ON PATRONAGE.

The Assembls then proceeded 1o consider
the report on the Commitiee of Patrunage as
follows :—

#This Commillee wss appointed, according
10 the terms of the remit—* To enqaire (1) Te-
ganding the nomination of mizistess o vacan!
parishes; (2) As to the evils which are alleged
10 agise undar the present law of patronage;
{(3) To consider whether aay modificstionz
thereon are cxlled for and can be made; (4)
Further, 10 commuaicate with iaflaentizl par-
ties as 10 such modifications as may appear hike-
Ir to command sanccess, aud to suppori the
intervsts of religion and the Church; and (5)
10 Teport 0 next Geaersl Assembly)

#The motion which issued in the appoini-
ment of the commilice was a thind motion
broupht forwand ia preference to two other
motions before the General Assembly, the st
of which propised 1o take sieps with 3 view o
the immedinie altzration of the preseat law of
pattuasge, and the second of which maintained
that 70 sofSci~at grouads had beea shown for
tzkinz any such sieqs, or for any foriber ags
tation of the sahject. The maia object of the
thind motiun was 10 ohite parties iz aa impar-
tial and comprekeasive enquicy inzoall the facts

!
!
|
?
g
|

!
|
!

]
]

235

of the cnse, and so possibly to open up the way
for some satisfactory setilement of difficulties
which hare so long distracted the Church. To
what extent the Committee has been successful
in this object remains to be seen. It has faith-
fully endeavoured to carry out the trust com-
mitted to it.

t. The committee met upon the day after the
rising of last General Assemblr, when they re-
solved 10 make enquiry, in termes of the remit
to them, regarding the nomination of ministers
to vacant parishes, and 25 to the ev:ls which
are elleged to arise under the present law of
patronage ; they accordingly appointed a sub-
committee to fr-~e the queries to be submitted
to Presbyteries and elders. Thai sub-committee
met upon the 3d June, and adjusted the queries,
which will be found upen page 20; =nd these
queries, with a circular in the terms printed at
psge 20, were trausmitted to Presbrtery clerks,
and such clders a3 bad bren members of any
Assembly dering the last five years, upon 10th
June. In an apperdix to this report the returas
received from §1 out of the 84 Presbyteries are
printed; the three Presbyteries who have made
no returns being Mull, Inverness and Dingrwall.
The namber of clders, to whom in terms of the
resolution of the committee the queries twere
sent, was about 400, =nd in the appendix will
be found the answers received from 67 of these
clders.

© Spch of these answers 2§ bad been received
up to 22ih December. consistiag of sixty-cight
returns from Presblieries, and all the retorr.
of clders, were circelated amoag the members
of commitiee on 25th December, and the com-
mittee met again on 13th January. The wminute
of 1his meeting will be found at page xii. After
comiag to a resoiution thatevils do arise under
the present law of patronnge, and that a modi-
fication of k¢ Iaw is called for, the commitice
were of opinion that the time had come whea
they ought, in lerms of the sccond part of the
remit to them, o communicaic with patrors
and other influential parties: and they acTord-
ingly adjusied the statement printed at page
xxii., which was circulated apon 15th February
to cvesT frivate patron of the Church so far as
their aidresses could be found. being in aumber
about 249. To this siaiemenl answers were
received from 37 pairons. representing 97
patronages, of whota 21, kolding 70 pasronsges,
cxpressed themselves as favourable 1o o chaage
in the law; 14 patrons, holding 28 mironages
expressed themselves x5 opposed 19 aay changs
ia the latw; while e remainiag two merely
acknowledged receipt of the stat-ment, withoat
giving any cxpression of their opinioa ia reply.
No wriiten answer was received from the re-
maining pairons.

15 replying 10 the statement sent him, Sir
R. Aasiratker, Bart, member of Pasliament for
Tifeshire, stated that be intended afier Baster
20 move for a scicct coeamitice of the Hoase or
Commons 10 enqaire into the preseat law o3
patronage. It is not for the enmmittee 10 ex-
TOeSS a0 0pinion as lu tre cxpedicncy of a Par-
Bamentary commiltee apoa his subject, espe-
cialiy as Sir Robert Ansiratber, who is 2 mem-
ber of Assembly, bas sgreed 10 postpone dis
motion 3ill after ths metting of Assembly.

2 The commilice bave attempied to make an
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abstract of the returns of Presbyterics, which
will be found preiixed to the returns themselves.
It seems unnecessary here to comment upon the
information contained in the answers to the first
four qeeries submitted to Presbyteries ; but
upon the fifth query submitted to Presbyteries,
and the fourth submitted to elders, the com-
mittee will state general'y the purport of the
answers, in so far as they suggest specific alter-
ations,

‘1. The following Presbyteries suggest that
the patronage should be transferred irom the
present patrons to a board of eiectors in each
parish :—Dunbar, Stranraer, Irvine, Inverary,
St. Andrews, Forfar, Kincardine O'Niel, Aber-
tarff, Lerwick, and Skye; while Paisley and
Cupar soggest this eliernatively with other
plens. The Presbyiery of Stranmaer projose
that the body of electors be permanent ; Paisler
and Cupar, that failing their electing in threc
or four montbs, the right of the aatron shounld
revive; Inverary, the patron should also have
the power of vctoing the nomination. This
plan is recommended by eight laymen in its
main features.

©2. The following Presbvieries suggest that
the communicants should have the power of
electing their own minister for three monihs
after the occurrence of the vacancy, and tiat,
failing their doing so by a certain defined ma-
jority, then the right of the patron shoald
revive:—Glasgow, Dunblane (Cupar and St
Andrews, alternativelr with plans Nos. 1 aud 3).
Deer and Olnafirth. Tbis plan is supported by
seven lavmen.

3. The following Presbrieries recammend
the giving the communicants a right of veloing
any preseatee without s'aling reas ‘ns :—Auch-
erarder (Cupar and St Andrews), alieraatively
with plaus Nos. 1 and 2). This plan is saggested
by four Iaymen.

3. The folicwing Preshyteries recommend
popalar election:—Ngirn, No:th isles, Perin,
Weem and Burravoe. This plan is recommendsd
hy twelve lazmen. .

©5. The Preshriery of Arbroath recommend
the repeal of tae Act of Queen A =e. This
plan s recommended by ene layman.

“T;on these vatious plans the commitice
respereifully ofer the following suzgestions —

#Plan No. 1 is, in some measare, v.rraally )
Teiumm o0 ke Act of 13%), cap. 23, which
caacts—la case of the vacancy of any pasi-
calar charca, and for supnlving the same with
A mizister; the brTitors of tue said parish (being
Protestanis) and the ¢ldrs are o name aal
Projose the persen 0 the whle congregation
0 bt cither approven or disapproven by the m,
any, if they disaprrve, hat v d sapprovers
give in their seasons 10 the c¢feet the aflairs
may be cognosced upma by the Presbyters of
e bounds, at whose jsdgmest, and bv whose
determiasting, the calling and eowrv of & par-
tUcalas minister is 1o be orlered azd cancluded.
Ia the eveat of tlis plan being sdopred, i. will
be nroessary 1o make some provision for those
pasishes in whics these conld not be fogzd he
clements oat of which sach a boasd as is con-
tempiated cozld br formrd.  1Ris aleo observ-
adle ey, by the Act of 1%, the nominaticn
lsx with thoberit Trand eld s, LoXiag totle
§oaar advance whick has takea place since ikme
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time in the intelligence of the people, it is not
unreasonable to suppose that the communicants
ought now to have a voice along with the heri-
tors and elders of the parish.

2. Tke sccond plan is one entitled to serious
consideration, in consequence of the quarters in
which it bas been suggested ; brt it appears
doubtful, on the cne hand, whether patrons
would not object to be treated in.the wmanner
which it proposes; and, on the otber hang,
whether. in country parizshes especially, sucha
gystem is the best that could be devised.

3. This plan is a proposal to return to the
system of nomination in practice between the
years 1833 and 1843. Not to speak of other
serious ohjections to this plan, it no lorger ap-
pears to be regarded as likelr 10 command sue-
cess. Only one Presbytery decidedly recom-
mends i1,

4. Without adverting specially to what may
have taken place in other communioas, it may
be stated without offence that experience does
not point io this system citber as that best cal-
culated to secure efficient tainisters, or as Jhat
ieast caiculated to preduce unseemls discord
and contentions among congregations.

5. Thesimple repeal of the Act of Qucen
Anae would lenve the law of patronage 10 rest
upon the Actof 1690, and while that enactment
might be returned 1o in spirit, it would in soma
respects be unsaiiable to the present sge.

“ Your committee havte anxiously considerea
whether, under the remit 10 them, it was their
duty 1o make any recemmendstion as to the
nature of the alieration in the law whick should
be sought, and laving come, on 13th January
last, 1o the resolution thet 2 modification was
called for, they have, afier matare deliberation,
resolved 10 report to the As-embly that in their
opinien tle change in the law most Xkelr to
¢ mmand sucerss and 1o promoate the interests
of relizion and the Church is substantially the
plan No. 15 and ther therefore recommend that
the rizht to nominate ministers shz!l be trans-
ferved foom the present pairons e a board in
cach parisb, enmpos~d of the following partics,
viz:—1. Heriiors or their reprezentatives being
members of the Churen; 2. Eléers of the parish;
aad, 3. Male coramunicants.

“The committee are furiher of opinion that
in any epacimant wiich w.ll ha necrs-ary o
give eficct 1o his rsolution, provision s onld
bs made for giving reas nable compensatios to
atrons.”

Appeaded 1o the report ane miantes of the
mectiags of the commitier. nnd disseats, &c.

The Crazx read e { Uowing overinres :—
“ A1 Kitkeadb-ight, the §fth day of May, one

1hoa-and cight hasdr-d and sixte-nins vears;

which day the Preshrtery of Rukeudbright
et and w s conslitted :—Jxler alia, agree-
abiy 10 nolice given at last meeting, Nr.

Couk now maved tlat the Preshirlers trans-

@il e following overiure to the General

Assembly t—

# Whereas the Jaw v f nateanage, as madifed
br Larl Aberdesn’s Act has on the whele
worked salisfacionily tewards seczzing x zezlons
axd efScheal minisiry, a~d maintaining  he
prace and stabilits of the Cazrch, whilst the
lezsd rights both of pairons aad presentees ae



THE PRESBYTERIAN.

«espected, and the just privileges of congrega-
*jons recognised; and whereas all proposals
hitherto submitted tp your venecrable House for
furtber modifying the existing Iaw of patronage,
by procuring acts of Parliament in terms of
such modificaticns, have been found inconsis-
tent with the aforesaid rights and privileges of
patrons, presentees, and congregations, ob-
viously impraticable in their provisions, or
likely to fument division and agitation in va-
cant parishes; and whereas it is manifest that
the present time is unfavourable to any appeal
to the Legislature on the pari of the Church,
unless on the clearest and most urgent neces-
sity, which has not in the preséat case been
generally asserted, far less attempted to be
proven—It is humbiy overtured, by the Presby-
tery of Kirkcudbright, that your venarable
House, taking thrse premises into consideraion,
resolve 1o resist any recormendation to modiy
through Parlinment, the existing law of patron-
age, bat to uphold the same : or otherwise, as
may in your wisdom secem calcalated to m in-
tain and further the peace and prosperity of the
Church as by law established.  Which metion
baving been seconded, it was alio moved ard
seconded—* that this overiure be not trans-
mitted.’ It was agreed that the state of the vote
chould be ¢ transmit,” or ‘noty and the roll
being called and votes marked, it carried ‘trans-
mit, by nine votes to fire, whereupon the Pres-
brtery €id and herebyr d> transmit an ovrture
to the General Assembdly in the above terms.
From this finding of the Presbyiery, Dr. Mait-
1and and Messrs. Murmay, Gillespie, Strrock,
and Candlish entered their dis-ent”

«t At Forres, the twenty-seventh day of April
one thonsand cight hundred and sixiy-nine
vears; which day the Provincial Synod of
Moray being metaad constituted : Inler aiia—

# The Srnod then took up consideration of
the oscrture by Mr. Cushay, Spermonth, and
others, ancnt procedsre by the Assembly re-
garding the appointment ol ministers; which
was read, and Mr. Cushay being heard in sup-
poit of it, moved its adoption; which motion
was scconded by Dr. Wrlic. It wasalso moved
by Dr. Sellar, that the overinre be not adopted;
which motion was scconded by Dr. Brander.
There being thus two motions before the Syacd,
it was agreed that the stase of the vote shoula
be first or second motion—thic first motion being
Ar. Coshny's and the secand De. Sellar’s ; and
the ro!l being called and votes marked, it car-
ried first motion by 10 to 5, which therefore be-
came the Snding of the Syncd, from which fad-
icg Dr. Sellar dissented.  The ienor follows .—

# «\Whereas the Jast Genera! Assembiy did, on
2%7th day of May 1§68, appoint & commilies o
coguire regarding the nominxiinn of minisiers to
vacant patishes, and as to the eviis which are
alleged to arise under the present Iaw of pa-
trenage, and to consider whether any modili-
cations thereon are called for, and €an be made:
and whrreas thesaid commitice was instracted
to commanicate with inducntial partics en this
sabject, and 10 Teport 16 the Assembly appoint-

cd to meet in May cosaing—It is beredy bum- |

Dly overtured by the Proviacial Syond of Moray
10 the venerable the General Assembly, indicied
<0 teet st Edinbasgh on the 29th day of May,
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1869, that if the said committee shall agree in
recommending any definite scheme for altering
or modifving the law of patronage, as noOw
exercised under ¢ The Benefices Aect,? such
scheme shall be submitted to the various Pres-
brteries of the Church for their deliberate con-
sideration, in terms of the Barrier Act, 1697,
before any application be made to the Legisla-~
ture, or other action be taken thereon.”

# At Newton-3'~wart, the twenty-seventh day
of April, cighteen hundred and sixiy-nine
vears; which day tle Synod of Galloway
being met and constituted :—Inter alia, The
Synod agreed to transmit 10 the General As-
sembly the following overture :—

& Whereas, the Assembly may be expected
to arrive at resolutions, from the returns in the
hands of the Patronage Commiitee, and the re-
port thereof, it is humbly overtured that said
resolutions on a guestion so directly and vitally
affecting the constitution of the Church, should
be sent down to Presbyteries for consideration:
and that unti the views of the different Church
judicatories be ascerinined, no steps be taken
in connsctivn therewith.”

Dr. Pinig said—I rise to address the Houseat
ihis time under a sense of the deepest responsi-
bility and with the utmost anxicty, not because
I have the smallest douabi of the wisdom or
the rightness of the motion with which I pro-
pose to conclude, but becanse I hold that the
determination of the General Assembly upon
this question will be of vital imporiance. Ido
not eay, observe, to the Church—I do not say
to the Establishment; for imporiant as such
considerations may be, 1 regard both as
secondary objects—But with respect to the
intercsts of religion at large, with respect to
the peace of the Church amd with respect to
unity amongst the whole Christian body of
Scotland. It is on these grounds thatl {eel
anxietr. For one moment. before proceeding
to the general question, let me direct the at-
teation of members to the report from the
Patronage Committec which is now in their
hands. You will find from tha: report that
the large proportion of the Presbyteries have
reporied. I helieve that there are only three
Presbrieries in the Church that have notre-
ported, and one at least of these was specially
cugaged with respeel (0 another affxic which
prevented it from doing so. The great mass
of these Presbrieries—I forget the precise
number, but certainly the great mass—had re-
ported in favour of a change upon the present
law of patronage in Scotland. (Hear, hear.)
1 go farther than this; for ] hiold that you will
perceive, on turning to the repert, that the
cast mass cf the opinions which these Preshy-
teries express are substantively at one. There
are slight differences, tndoubtedly but the
principle of e abolition of jatronage Tuns
through almost the whoie of them: and there
is handly onc of them, I believe, 10 be found,

! even where they are opposed to the abelition

of patronage, tkat does not admit directly
or indirectly that patremage is inconsistend
with the feelings and with the sympathics of
the people of Scotland.  (Hear, hear.) Almost
the same vemarks apply 1o the cldesship.
Those of the clders who bave mrde returas
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are by a large majority in favour of a change
or s modification of the law of patronage, or
of its entire abolition ; and sv far the same re-
mark is also applicable with respect to the
comparatirely small number of patrons who
have made returns. I admit that there is but
a small proportion of patrons who have mado
returns ; but of those who have, a number of
them, much to their credit, are in favourof a
modification, or of the abolition of patronage.
(Hear, hear.) In these circumstances we come
before you on exceedingly favourable grounds;
and I repeat that it is not merely for the.sake
of the Church, still less is it in a party sense,
that I now come forward. I most readily
admit that the time was when1 held that patron-
age was uscful as it wes then exercised in the
Charch of Scotland; but I hold that while a
man is not to change his opinion without due,
carnest, and prayerful coosideration, yet that
he is pot 2 wize but a foolish man who refuses
to change his opinion when he fiads that cir-
cumsiances have become changed; or even
sapposing that he has pot doue so, and tkat
the circumsiances are not changed, if he is
convinced that former prejudices, former pre-
pozsessions, and former antbority have led him
to adopt an erroneous view. (Hear.) I bring
the motion forward now because I believe it
essential to the welfare of Christianity in this
coontry. I had the honor of proposing =
similar motion a good many years ago; and 1
believe had the motion been then ndopied—as
it was enly rejecied by the smallest possible
majority—that at this day <we would have
been in smoota waters. The first point to
which I direct attention is this—that we are
asking no change which is inconsistent with
the principles of the Church of Scotland. On
the contrary, patronage was altogether un-
known to the primitive Church, and it has
. bden opposed 10 the principles of Presbr-
teriznism cven from the beginning. At the
time of Constantine patronage was unknown
to the primitive Church; but the sysiem of
patronage gradually grew up and graduslly
exteaded itself with the progress of Popery.
In the Presbyierinn Church at Pesth, 1 think,
where Presbyterianism weas primarily set up
alter the Reformation, and in the Swiss Church,
patronage was upknown. Ja the Church of
Scotland patronage has been protested agwinst
from the begioning. I know full tell that
allusion has been made with a voice of
triumph to the letter of John Knox, in which
he says that he had no wish to deprive the
Sovercign nod the patrons of their prironages.
But that was not the object which John Knox
bad in <iew ; that was not the plan whick he
would have preferved ; bat that was the Plan
which be adopted out of necessity.  What be
s81d twas, that under the then circamstances of
the counury, he was prepared to sllow of
Patronage existing rather then thet theroshoala
be no sctiicmeat of the Church gacstion st all.
The eal cpinionz of John Knox were to be
found in the First Book of Discipline, which
you all full well know were subsiantively writ-
1en by Joha Krox, and the principles of popular
cleciion are there Iaid down in the clearest
and strongest terms it is possible for Iangage to
express. Ja the Second Beok of Discipline, encof
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our meain standards, the ques.ion narrowed so-
far, becavse at that ume we bad the clergy
baving entire commaad of the Church, and it
must be admitted they reserved a considerably
large proportion of the power to themselves.
At the same time, in the Second Bod% of Disci-
pline it was specially declared that no wan
should be intruded on a congregation contrary
to the will of the people. Can language be
more plain than this? In fact I am convinced
thet under a!l ordinary circumstances the claim
of the church courts made at the time was lit-
tie more tban what is now equivalent to exam-
inations, ordiuations, and inductions, and
almost the whol: power in those times was left
in the bands of the Christinn people, As it
happened again 25 you know full weli, pawron-
age by main force was esinblished upen the
people of Scmiland. Bat what huppeved the
the first moment that t e people of Scotland
were substantively free ? la the Act of 1649
you have putronsge sgain abolishied, and popu-
lar election substantively and stronzly affirmed.
Again,under the tyrannical reigns of Charles I1,.
aud his bigoted brother, patronage was forced
upon the people; but the moment that
there was an vpening for the popular expres-
sion of opinion, at the time of the Revolution,
that wmoment we have again an ¢fiort made at
popular elections. If 10 & certain cxtent the
clatin was narrowed, that was not the fazlt of
the clergy; it was not tbe fuult of ithe people,
but the narrowing was pressed upun the people
and tbe clergy shke by the power of the Gov-
ernment. \We have patronage again restored
in the year 1712, and by whom? By the most
unpatriotic Government that ever cxisted. I
say that patronage was then reswred by the
ministry of Bolingbroke for the purpose of irri-
tatiog the people of Scotlaed, and indacing
them to join the Jacobites, for the purpose of
the restoretion of the house of Stuatt. Now, I
do not wonder after all that patroange was
restored at that time, for you kunow full well-
that this ccuntry was then becoming & most.
powerful aristocracy ; and I regret thatitis a
difficult thing to conceive of & thoroughly
popalar franchise existing in the Cnurch, with
e strong uristocracy or an oligarchy in the-
Swaate. Botitis perfectly trae and that was
the reason why patronage was restored at that
time. Bot, notwithstandiog, what bappened ?
Why, our forefathers, the General Assemblies
of the Church of Scotland, petitioned agaiast
patronage dowa to the year 1754. Year after
year they implored Parliament to remove this
great evil ; they sometimes appenled to Parlia-
ment and somctimes they simply entered a.
general protest.  Sarely, therefore, this is a
principle indisputable in the Presbyterian
Church, that the people should bave a voice in
the clection of their mirister.  And now again
the moment that these popalar influcnces began
to grow in more recent times, what took place?
Why, thc momeot they appearcd again the
peoplo recurred to the ssme object, and desired
the abolition of patronage. We know that it
was begun alinost at the moment that the
Reform Bill of 1832 was passed. It was jndi-
cnted even before that, the people knowing:
that they had been contending for popalsr fran-
chise in the Cbarchloag, lonf defore & popular-
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franchise in the State was ever spoken of| or
dreamt of, the appeal was again renewed, and
something wa3 again done, Many of us hoped,
apd earnestly hoped, that the result of the
appeal—rviz., the measure which was passed
under the name of Lord Aberdeen’s Act—would
be sufficient to effect ths end which was then
in view. That it had done so, seemed to be the
impression of this respectable Presbytery of
Kirkcudbright, but we shall soon sce whether
they are correct in the impression, or whether
they are not so far removed somehow or other
from the general mass of socicty as not to be
aware of the facts of the case, and of the feel-
ing existing in the country. (Laughter and
bisses.) I will remark just generally, that
incopsistent institutions in the Church and
State can never by possibility exist in any
country. I believe James VI. was perfectly
Tight when he said, ¢ No bishop, no king,” in
the sense in which he used tte word king. It
is impossible that & popular franchise can exist
in any country, in the Church under a system
of aaything approaching to despotism, Butl
rejoice to say that if ever there was & sovereign
who was herself free, and loved to grant free-
dom 0 ber subjects, it is tho Sovereign who
now occupies the throae. (Cheers.) I trust,
therefore, that the roble Lord whe has inter-
rupted me {(the Earl of Selkirk) will be satisfied
that the statements I bave made respecting the
Telations of the Sovereign to the Church, are
quite in conformity with his own view. (Laugh-
ter.) I go further, and say that there canunot
be 2 popular feanchise in the Church for a
lengthenecd period of time, if there were a strong
aristocracy established as a civil government.
The thing is impracticable and impossible, and
hence it was under a strong aristocracy—I am
not finding fault with the Gorerament, but
simply siating a pbilosophical and experimen-
tal fact—ithat the clements of patronage were
introdaced and forced upon the people of Scot-
land. The consequence was that we were to
sustain, and Government to introduce into the
Church, a certain measure of the aristocratic
.¢clement, But where the popular franchise is
extended in a State, it wWould be equally impos-
sible that there could exist in a Church such
as ours, which is cssentially popular in its
clements, as [ have shown you, the same
clement of aristocracy. I sar, as I have
long said, that in our Church, there should be
a pepular franchise. When the people bave
received a franchise 50 broad in the State as
they have in this country, they nuturally say—
#1f that be the case surely yoa sre still more
bound o atlow us the popular franchise in the
<lection of our ministers, which has been
sought for from the foundation of the Ghurch,
and which has apperizined to every portion of
the Church and every portion of her history ?°
Can there b2 any doubt or difficulty as to the
right of the people to ask this question, more
especinlly when yon consider that many of the
patrons of the Clinrch are not members of her
own body? No man respects more than I do
‘the Episcopal Church, very nearly as 1am con-
nected with it in more ways than oue, and
with some parties of the Charch I sympathise
most cordially. I do not wish to say anything
regarding that Ghurch in the way of disparage-
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ment, but we are living in days when in a
Church like ours it cannot continuc that the
great mass of the patrons should belong to
snother denomination. I put it to you whetber
the Church of England or the people of Eng-
land would submit to it for one moment if the
vast mass of their patrons were presbyterians ?
I say they would not; and Isay they would be
right not to tolerate it, and I for one honour
them for feeling as they do. But I cannot for-
get, though I repeat it, that I regard the Church
of England with the greatest possible respect;
and I do not intend to give offence, but the
very reverse. I canuotl forget because the peo-
ple will not forget, that st this moment a large
proportion of the Episcopalians in Scotland do
not belong 1o that portion of the Church of
England, nor are their sentiments conformable
with that portion of the Church of England
with which I and, 1 believe, alinost ¢very mem-
ber of the General Assembly sympathise. We
know that some of their most influential office-
besrers have given forth opinions—I do not
believe iatentivnally, for the gentleman to
whom I especially refer is a learned and most
respectable, and, I believe, most excellent man
—but he has unconsciously given forth opinions
which are somewhat of an offensive charaster,
in which nc has characterised the Episcopalian
Church as the Church of the gentry, and he
has divided himself from us upon the ground
that we are not the Church of the gertry, but
tae Cbhuch of the middle and of the lower
orders. 1 am quite aware that there are many
exceptions, as a friend near me says, to those
who think so. But my object is if possible, by
this measure not to break off from the aristo-
cracy. I admire the aristocracy of England in
many respects ; and 1 wish they were more
closely conuccted with us. I believe it is un-
necessary to eanter into particulars ; but I firmly
believe that the very motion that I intend to
propose to you, if carried, wiil be the very
best possible means of bringing back the aris-
tocracy to the vommunion of the.Cburch of
Scotland. (Appleuse andlaughter.) Wewish
to have an opportunity of uniting them once
more with their people ; and that their people
and they shall once more be sten worshipping
in the same Church. (Applahse.) 1 have
referred 1o Lord Aberdeen’'s Bill, which the
P. :sbytery of Kirkeudbright have admired so
much. (A laugh) I need notdwell upon that
because there is in the report a passage which
occarred 10 me almost on first turning it up.
You vill see there, anaccount of the working
of Lord Aberdeen’s Bill in one part of the
country ; aud although, perhaps, it is not so
strongly expres-ed, it is working precisely in
tha same fashion in another. It isin page 155,
and is as follows :—% [t is an cvil of a serious

-_nature resulting trom the exercise off the right

of patrorage since the passing of the Charch
Benefices Act, that the corresponding right of
objecting to a presensee is practically inopers-
tive within the bounds of this presbytery,
because, however goad the objections, the peo-
ple are uncqual to the heavy peeraiary respon-
sibility of opposing a sctilement. In one
recent instance, the poor people whe successe
fully opposed n sctlicment were so hieavily in-
volved with the expenses of the opposition, that
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after the prosentntion was abandoned, any pre-
sentee, so fur as they were concerned, would
have been settled without opposition. Their
expenses are, to a large extent, still unpaid.”
A noble Lord near me says that that was the
fanlt of the Presbytery. [t happened to be the
slight fault that they had no money. (A laugh.)
The statement goes on to say—+ The result,
after & very protracted trial, was that the pre-
sentee, nged sixty-five years, abandoned the
preseniation at the bar of the General Assembly
There has notbeen any secession, nor has there,
it is believed, been descrtion to any extent.
The people are genernlly attached to 1he
Church, bat thers is every reason to believe
that secession or desertion will be the resulr, if
the right of presenting to a vacant benefice be
exercised hereafter in such a way as to exclude
the wishes and influence of the members of the
Church. There is very general dissatisfaction
with the exisiing law of patronage. The
groueds upon which this dizsatisfaction rest
are—1st, The conviction, which is growing
stroug among members, that they ought to
have the choice, or at lenst to have a very
large influence in the choosing of the ministers
to beset over them. They feel that the respon-
sibility of the choice ought to rest with them-
selves in some form, and not with a person
who may not only bave no interest in their
well-being, but may be an enemy to their true
interests. 2nd, That the sitting member of
Pariiament for the county is a near relutive of
the patron of the four pari-h churches within
the bounds. He bas sat as member for years
previous to the Church Benefices Act, and it is
generaily believed (not without good reason
within the bounds of this Presbytery) that pre-
sentations are made to serve pulitieal pur-
poses. 3rd, That the gift and issuing of presen-
tations by a patrons’s commissioner, not &
member of the Church of Scotland, can esasily
become detrimental to the best interests of the
Church. Presentations to vacant parishes
within the bounds of this Presbytery have of
late years been always made by the above-
mentioned patron's commissioner, who i3 a free
Churchman, and whose views and feelings
consequently must be adverse to‘the Church of
Scotland.” (A laugh.) Such statements s
these are sufficient, and that i3 all T require to
“ ¥ upon the gencral subject of patronage and

1e operaiion of Loerd Aberdeen's Act. I do
ibiok that what has been said and read is per-
fectly satisfuctory for condemning it. I had
much more I should like w0 say, but I am most
auxious not to take up your tune. I come now
10 the last and most important particular to
which I wish to direct your attention. 1 say
there is an irresistible ground on which we
should deshie thic abolition of patronage, for if
you look over Scotland ut this time, I regret to
sar, and we must all admit, that thero is a
Iarge, though I will not say, increasing amount
of iationalism, not to say infidelity, and a largo
amount of immorality prevailing. And what,
I would like to know, is the main cause of
these deplorable evils. Yoa all know and be-
licve that the main cause is to be found in the
fearfu! divisions that exist in the Cliristian, and
more especially in the Presbyterian Church.
Dirision, of all other things, isinconsistent with

!
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the character of the Chreb of Christ. The object
of Christ is to promote love, and here we some-
times fiud, at all events, our divisions among
Pregsbyterians generate not a spirit of love,
but I fear a gpirit of an opposite character.
And it cannot fail to be se.  While we are so
divided as we are, I believe, in many cases
with respect to positive trifles, these trifles
occupy the attention of the clergy to an extent
far beyond their value. I know full well that
both in our own Church and in the dissen-
ting Churches, ministers have a profound reve-
rence for the doctrines of the true gospel. But
while men are contending and struggling for
life as it were against each other, a3 a matter
of conscquence the main point of struggle on
which their existence depends comes 1o acquire
a preponderating influence. Qur Chureh, as
an established Church, is not intended merely
for the interestsof a class. I say weare bound
to have in view the int rests of society at large.
Our Church is intended to be the Church of
the nation, and it is our bovnden duty to make
it the Church of the nation if we can. We are
bound to look n:t merely to what wiil benefit
ourselves as a Church limiled within certain
bounds in the kingdom, but we are bound to
lack upon ourselves so far as the represente-
tives of the pation at large, and it is one of the
highest of our duties to tnke such steps us we
possibly can for the purpose of embracing the
largest possible number of our brethren within
the bounds of our Church, that the Established
Charch thercby may be made beaneficial to
them ail. (Hear, bear.) Thisisthe broad and
liberal view in which we oughit to regard
the Establishment, and if we regard it under
any other form, if we regard it simply as a
small corporate budy, embracing one-half, vr a
littte more than onc-balf of the people, we
look at it in o parrow view—a view so parrow,
indeed, that we do not deserve to bz an Estab-
lished Church at all. (Hear, hear.) Bat Ibe-
lieve that that is not the feeling of the mem-
bers of the Church of Scotland or the members
of this General Assembly. I believe we regard
it in a broader form, and are anxious at this
moment to embrace the people of Scotland
within the Church, not for the purpose of in-
creasing the sufety of the Church, but of pro-
moting the kingdom of Christ and the glory of
God. 1 sk whether it is possible to do so
wl.ilst we bave these divisions among us; for
1 discover that men will fight to the death on
behalf of an Established Churceh, or the three
orders of the ministry, or the independence of
the Chureh, or Voluntaryism, who really seem
totally to forget that theso things, after all can
be but incidental points, and that the great
point is trust in God, leading to love for man.
(Applause.) This is the view that T entertain,
and which the Gearral Assembly contertains,
and if they do so eatertain it, T thiak there can
hard!y bo n doubt a3 to what conclusicn we
ghall arrive at to-day. For this desirable end
cannot be attained—it is perfectly impossible
that it sbould—I think the most deveted
upholder of patronage will admit that it is an
object which cannot possibly be attnined with-
outthe abolition of patronage. We cannotrecov-
er the Disseaters, many of whom 1 believe tre
looking ansiously at oar proceedings, and not a.
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few of whom are really and sincerely interested
in our proceedings, until we attain to a unity,
not of form or opiniop merely, but of love and
charity amongst cach other, and this caunot ba
attained without the abolition of patrorago.
I do not sey that we will immediately bring
back Dissenters to our communion, though [
believe we wili bring back many; but I say
when they sce these efforts being made to pro-
mote right spirit, they will be prepared to look
upon our efforts with kindness, and be prepared
to lay bold of the olive branch which we hold
out to them. One thing I will say, rather than
live in the state of confusion, and jealousy, and
difference that exists, I do say, let the Estab-
lished Church, or any other Charch in the form
of & Church, perish. I say that this state of
things in which we are, with a spirit of mutual
hatred and perpetual disisions growing in all
churches, is leading not merely to the destruc-
tion of one Church, but Lo the destruction of the
principles of Christianity themselves. Itis per-
fectly impossible to look around us without
feeling that when those who are indifferent
look upor our Church, and find disputes exist-
ing as to whether there i3 to be Establizhed
Church or Free Church, Iodependency or
Voluntaryism; they may say 10 one another,—
* After all, the dispuies of these clergy and
Church office-bearers and elders, are all mero
incidentals which have no direct bearing either
upon the bappiness of man or the glory of God,
and they not only scem not to promote love,
but they promote the very reverse” Such mea
are led away by our divisions from the faith,
and Christianity itself is injured, whilo infidel-
ity and immorality continue to prevail. If that
is to continue, better, I say, for us to have no
Church at all. ‘But I cannot believe that this
General Asserably, if they feel that the argu-
ment I'amuow putting forward be sound, wi 1
not do what they can to bring sbout a better
state of things. I believe that the Established
Church is at this present moment strong, and [
believe that if we take the right measures, it
will continually become stronger still. I be-
licve at this present moment we are in 8 posi-
tion to put forth this olive branch of peace
successfully, and I believe it will be accepted,
and that our Church will grow continually more
and more every day. Moderator, I think we
have a grand prospect before us. I belicve that
this General Assembly may be for a blessing
in our couniry aand the interests of Religion. 1
believe we will be referred to in future times as
having been members, of the General Assembly
of 1869, which abolished patronage, considering
its abolition as the object aimed at by the Church
for three bundred years, It would be a.great
thing, notthat we savedthe Established Church,
whichwould bea great thing,but because we held
out 'he olive branch, and tricd to put an end to
division and tumault, and to mutnal suspicion,
jealousy and distrust—because we, as an Es-
tablished Church, held forth this olive branch
of peace to our brethren, the Dissenters, telling
them that we are prepared to take eversy step
we can for the purpose, not of injuring them,
but for the purpose of uniting them with our-
selves, and of realising the grand cnd of Chris-
tianity, the spirit of love msnifested by Him
who desceaded from mansions of 3lory to seek

and to save us. I am not without hopes that
by degrees this grand object wmay be attained,
and that the people of Scotland may once more
be cemented together. I am not without hopes
that our motto, ¢ Nec tamen consumebatur,”
will yet shine forth, clear and beautiful as in
the days of our forefathers, * clear as the san,
fair a3 the moon, aud terrible as an army with
banners,” (Cheers.) I move as follows :—

““The General Assembly having heard the
report of the Committeo on Patronage appoint-
ed last year, approve the diligence of the com-
mittee, and adopt the said report, in so far as
it indicates the evils which bave arisen from
the existing law of patronage, the advantages
which wonld arisz from the abolition thereof,
with such compensation to patrons as may
appear just and expedient, and generally in so
far es it recommends that the nomination of
ministers should be vested in heritors, elders,
and communicants, Jeaviag the details, bothlas
to the constitution of the nominating body and
as to the respective powers of the nominating-
body and the congregation at large, to be ar-
ranged so that there should be conferred on the
permanent male communicants in each parich
the greatest amouat of influence in the election
of minisiers which may be found consistent with
the preservation of order aud regularity in the-
proceedings.”

Mr. T. G. Moreray, W. S.—I rise to sccond
this motion, and after the very full and exhaus-
tive statement of Dr. Pirie I shall not presame
to travel over the same ground. Ishall only
attempt to vindicate, in & very few sentences,
the grounds on which I have arrived at the con-
clusions embodied in this report, whichI am
aware differ somewhat from the gronnds on
which many others bave arrived at the same
couclusion. I hope I may say thatin taking
90 early apartin a discussion oa which so many
members wish 1o offer an opivion, I should at
ieast givo a good example in one respect. What
I bhave to say may not be insiructive,-it may
not be convincing, but at least I shall be brief.
(Applanse.) I havo first to say personally for
myself that I bave nosympathy with those who
reckon patronag: unscriptural. 1 think on the
coutrary, there i3 mach to be said in theory for
patronags, a3 enabling patrons, undisturbed by
considerations which attach to more popular
bodies, and in a less disturbed if not a clearer
atmosphere, to select ministers suited for a par-
ticular parish. I think that, in the main, patro«
nage bas been weil and wisely administered
by the patrons of Scotland ; but I think the
question i3 not now to be decided on theoretical
considerations, but that we must view itas &
question of practical expediency, and we must
consider what is best for the Church and for
the people of Scotland in the position in which
we are now placed. Sir, my first proposition
is oae which I supposed I nced hardly proceed
to establizh oa the foor of this House—namely,
that the Established Church is a national bless-
ing, not only as a national recogaition of God,
but a5 affording ordinances to parts of the coun-
try where, from tae sparse population, or from
the poverty of the people, Voluntaryism might
faii to afford it. Also, further, I think, as afford-
ing true religious liberts, making the expression
of opinion not depeadent on the will of the peo-~
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ple. (“Hear, hear,” and applause.) In those
days, when we hear so much about the effect of
national establishments, I, without entering fur-
ther into the subject, would advise those who
wish to pursue that enquiry in a philosophic
spirit tv a work recently published by Mr.
Matthew Arnold. 1 think he lays down there
in some very striking passages that there has
always been a more full and complete develop-
ment of humanity in establishments; that the
great works by which the human spirit has
.elped forward the world’s general advancement
have been all by men who have belonged to or
been trained by an establishment ; and heillus-
trates this not only by a reference to those names
which we are accustomed to ideniify with an
estublishment, such as Butler, Hooker, Barrow,
-and others, but also those who are looked upon
as dissenters, such as Milton, Wesley, Baxter,
and many others who were all trained in esta-
blishments. If we admit the proposition, then,
is it not our duty to make the National Church
as comprehiensive as possible, to do all in our
power both to tetainin our Church those who are
already in it and to enable those who have con-
scientiously left it conscientiously to return to it?
(Applause.)Now, sir, as to the feelings of those in
the Church,can any one doubt that there exists a
strong desire on the part of the people to have
more power in the nomination of the ministers?
I thiok that is very nutuml, when you view the
adrance of intelligence on the part of the peo-
ple. Ifyou trace the state of the country now
with what it was one bundred years ago, what
do you find? At that time the majority of the
Jheritors were members of the Established Chureh

and the people saw in the patrons, or in the

equivalent classes, all political power ; but now
I fear—and Iregret to say it is a subject I
wort enter upon—I fear & majority of the
patrons do not belong to the Esiablishment
and you have the people themselves in the
possession of that political power which the
patrons, and those equivalent to them,formerly
had. Now, it might be very well to point out
to the people that there is no analogy between
the clection of & memberof Parliament and
the clection of & minister; but I aw afraid that
logic will generally fail. Their logic will be
this—that matters spiritual are more important
than matters temporal, and they will say, why,
if they have theright toelect & member of Par-
liament, surely they should have something to
say o the clection of a minister. I wont go
over the report of the committee, but Dr. Pirie
has shown generally that that feeling is abroad,
aud I would just ask—Did ever any one meet
the greatest stickler for pawronage who did not
make an exception in bhis owa favour? who, if
there was a vacancy in his own parish, did not
say, “Itis very fortunate that it remains <vith
the patron, and of course, he will consult me
before he nominates any one to the Church ;
and it is very uatural that he should do so,
because I attend the parish church, and he never
looks at it ?" Or again, take the case of a
Crewn vacancy, is the Home Secretary, in
calm retirement, and with the assistance he
wonld get from old moderators and others, to
clect the best presentee to the parish? Do the
heritors of the parish besiege him with applica-
tions that he should do nothing until they
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nominate some one to be appointed ? It is a
trite saying, but it cannot be too often remark-
ed, that there is this great characteristic of all
the secessions, that not one of these have been on
matters of doctrine(.Applause.) Those who have
left the Church still are at one with her in doc-
trine, in discipline, and in worship. I wont go
over the grounds of the different eecessions of
1733, 1754, and 1843, but this I will say, that
they were all occasioned by patronage. Iam
aware that there may be other views inconsis-
tent with the idea of an Establishment now
adopted by many who bave left the Church;
but I siill think and bold tLat the great mass of
Presbyterians in Scotland who do not belong
to the Church dissent from her only on the
question of patronage. And in regard to the
last and great secession of 1843, I would just
like, in reference to the views stated by some
of those who then left us, toread a resolution of
the Assembly of 1842, which preceded the
Disruption, atd which is in these terms :—“The
General Assembly having cousidered the over-
tures anent patronage, did, and hereby do,
resolve and declare that patronage is a grie-
vance which hasbeen attended with much injury
o the cause of true religion in this Church and
kingdow, is the main cause of the difficulties in
which tbe Church is at present involved, and
thatitought to be abolished.” That, I think, is
conclusive proof that at that time, at least, the
main ground on which tney left the Church
was patronage. Now, sir, if patronage bas
been the cause of past secesssion, then why
should we still keep to it in all its rigid inte-
grity ? I have no objection to patronage, but,
on the other hand, I do not think it is such a
divine right that I insist on retaining it. This
is not a time to shut our ears to the views that
are abroad as to the Church Establishments and
as to making the national Church the exponent
of the national will. We must not forget what-
ever may be our views as to the duty of the
State 1o maintain the Established Churchasa
great national institution, that there will be
always great danger for an Established Cburch
unless a very large proporiion of the country
take the benefit of our ministrations. I willnot
goover the proposals made by the committee,and
would simply say that whatwe do in fact pro-
pose is to go back to the Revolution Settlement,
and abolish the Act of Queen Aune, which has
been the cause of these secessions. We pro-
ceed on the truest principles of reform, I think,
by taking what Bunsen calls the bistorical prin-
ciple; we go back to the germ of the institu-
tion; and though some of us may not like it,
there were large elements of democracy in the
original constitution of the Church of Scotland.
I might wish it were otherwise, but I would
rather have it, if that is the only way by which
1 could have an Estzblished Church. 1 will not
trespass further except to refer to two objec-
tions—tic one indicated in Dr. Barty's dissent,
that the measure proposed is merely to transfer
the *right of the existing patrons to a small

. body of local patrons, while it confers on them

powers more unlimited than the present patrons
possess,and deprives the members of the Church
of the rights and privileges which they at pre-
sent enjor.? Now, I think that there is more
smartness than solidity in that objection. I
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think 1418 a# axiom in every relation of life,
that if youl A6 to have full liberty, you must be
repared 1o somo extent to subiait to restraint.
#1 thesg daye, had it not been I knew the good
cqnmm‘lutmi tendencies of the rev. Doctor, I
might have presumed, from the last part of this,
that he was tather going to turn our flank, to
lenve s 11 the valley, and appear himself as a
Pnpulﬁi‘ ledder on the heights of independence.
Phen 1 think the only other objection I would
166k to is one which has not been indicated to-
day, buy lins often been stated here, and will,
1o douht, be again repeated—the objection of
gaing to Putlinment. It bas often been said,
" Pule cate low you go to Parliament. You
know how you go into it, you don't know how
yon will toine out of it.” (Hear.) ButI think
the answsr to that is—You will be in Parlia-
ment whether yon wish it ornot. ( Hear and
?}Flﬂns‘m) ‘I'be hon. Beronet, the member for
Fifeshire; lias in o friendly spirit given a notice
of motiofi 1o bring us into Parliament, and Mr.
Mel.arest bas given notice of a motion ina very
different spirit; which would also b ing us into
Paglinmeit ; and I may say that the [rish Church
did noet go into Parlinment, but she found her-
gglf ihete with a vengeance. (A laugh) I
deprecate thit sort of fear of Parliament. Tdo
0ot gee tlint we should be alarmed at Parlia-
ment, 1 think we may say very fairly to Par-
linment, if it telis us that we are not what e
Were=wa iy very fairly reply that this arises
fenin 118 Act of Queen Anue, from the trarmels
that Parlinment bas imposed on us, and that we
may faltly ask Parliament to relieve us of these
fetiers, (Applavse.) If we are to go into
troubled waters, is it not better to go boldly in
ourselves, shen we may expect to some extent
to gulds the barque, and that it will be steered
hy friendly tinnds,than to bedriven broad side by
theaflatus of the members of Edinburgh.(Laugh-
ter,) Ile concluded by saying that the results
erg noliti their hands, and if the motion was
earfied and the proposals carried out, theexpec-
tation was not despaired of that the great mass
of this Presbyterinns of Scotland might yet in-
deed be otie. (Applause.)

Dr. Psanson, Strathblane, said atlast General
Assetiibly three motions were made, and the one
{hat was eatried whas the one that wasmention.
ed in the feport of the committee, who have
proseciited their labours, and iaid the result
before tlis General Assembly. The question,
and the only question now to dispose of, is
this==Wliat are you to do with thatreport? Dr.
Piris liag tinde a long speech, butitis a speech,
i nil\’pféhéhd} very much foreign to the motion
with whieb it concluded, and to the report that
13 new lying upon your table. I shall enden-
vour 30 bring you to a different conclusion
from that o which Dr. Pirie wonld lead you,
s I snbmit for your adoption a motion which
sliall beat tipon the matter before us. I think
it s sti6h 4 motion as will tend greatly to the
penge, tisefulness, and prosperity of this Charch.
'Thg molion 1 have to propose is in these terms:

' Plig Qeticral Assembly receive the report,
ond record their thanks to the convener and
comimittes for their diligence and zeal, but in
Fespect 6f the great diversity of opinion which
ihie TotuFns traosmitted with the report show
10 €x154 i the Presbyteries of the Charch bath
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a8 to the nature and extent of the evils alleged
to arise from the present mode of nominating
ministers to vacent charges,and the manner in
which these are to be remedied; and, further,.
in absence of any indication of the sources
from which compensation to patrons isto be
derived, find that there does not exist any rea-
sonable prospect of a speedy or more satisfac-
tory set:lement of the question by the Legisla-
ture, and that the continued agitation of it
in these circumstances is unwise and inexpe-
dient.”

In referencs to the report, I may briefly
state that it is altogether beyond che terms of
the remit. After referring to several other
objections, Dr. Pearson said—™ have another
objection to this report, but this also I do not
press—I merely state it.  When the committee
was appointed, I understood, and, I pr.sume,
the body appointing them understood, that they
were 10 enquire and find out the sentiments
prevailing in the Cburch respecting the matter
which was to form the subject of the investiga-
tion and report. The report is not such &
returr ; it is an expression of their own opinions,
and itis a report presented by them in direct
antagonism, and thrown in the very teeth of
their own sentiments reported by them, and
sent up by the committee. I proeced to the
consideration of the report. The change in the
report i3 of no value, and i3 not worthy the
paper it is written upon, unless it be proceceded
upon and action taken. (Applause.) The only
action that can be taken upon it to give "cfect
upon it, is to proceed to the Legislature in
order that they may sanction it. Well, are we
in a condition to go to the Legislature? have
we the prospect of making such a case as to
secure from them a favourable consideration for
us, and to caable us to get from them what i3
proposed in this report ? andif we do not get
from them what is proposed in this report, wWo-
leave ourselves in thei- bands and at theicrmercy
to give us anything clse they may txtend to us.
(Hear, hear.) I suppose it is no seccret that
the present House of Commons is not particu-
larly favourable to the Established Church, and
thnt uothing but the dir st urgency would eatice -
any body of men to ask them to take cogni--
sance of their affairs or to interfere in the
administration of their affairs. Some people
think it very easy. One gentleman Says, in-
answer to queries, that the matter may be very
easily obtained. The observation be makes is
this—The Crown, it is believed, would readily
yicld the patronage of the 290 churches of
which it has the exercise. Most of the noble
patrons would likely follow such an example.
The 56 charges held by municipal bodies and 8
by colleges would assuredly be easily dealt.
with.. Three distinguished noblemen, it is said,
hold between them about 100 patronages, and
from tieir known sentiments would likely agree
to any reasonable arrangement avhereby they
might be relieved of so great trouble and so-
serious responsibility. \Wherever compenst~
tion i5 asked, and good grounds shown for such
claim, this must and ovght to be given. The
Church of Scotland will never lend itself to the
very appearance of spoliation or confiscation.
The people who have 5o nobly acted in the-
crection of churches free from patronage, will.
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-doubtless 5lill more cheerfully raise'the necessary
fund to place the whole Church on the same
sure basis—the warm affections of the people.”
(Laughter.) Inorderto go to Parlinmentwith
anytihing like a prospect of success, 1 apprehend
that thive elements must combine. The first i3
that we have a great grievance to complain of*
(Hear, hear.) The second is that we are all
united not merely in the recognition of the griev-
nnce, but in the remedy — (Hear, bear) —
and the third is that we we have such a fair
promise of support as will justify us in placing
our case in their hands. (Applause) Now,
do any of these clements appear very strongly,
are they combined in our present position, and
<o they justify us in taking the step that must
necessarily follow if this report be adopted by this
Assembly ? First of all, we have returns from 81
Presbyteries out of 84—scarcely a fuller return
could be expected. Never in the history of the
Church has there been in one year a return
Irom so many Presbyteries to a single appeal
made to thermn. And what is the result? Out
of these 81 Presbyteries, by no computati m can
you make more than 16 take notice of any evils
that arise ont of the present law. Itis trye

that 51 suggest that some alteration is expe-.

dient and called for, but these other Presbyte-
ries, with the excepiion of the 16 which I have
referred 1o, set out with answering the question
that they know of no evil within their boundsa
arising from tbe passing of Lord Aberdeen’s
Act. I cannotanster for their inconsequential
Teasoning, tnless it be that restless desire for a
<hange in the sys'em of things when once they
Jegin to be familiar with it and koow i3
faults, and not the faults of others, which
they were seeking to reach. .Another thing
is that this committee are not unanimous,
or angything like it. Twenty-seven gen-
tlemen—men wortl.y of the trust committed
to them—who ought to have commanded, and
10 doubt did command, the “confidence of this
Church, were appointed to take charge of this
matter. Ofthesc tweaty-seven gentlemen when
this report was agreed upon, only seventeen
were present.  Of these seventeen three dissent-
ed, leaving this report as the report of fourteen
of the original twentr-seven members. Not
merely thit; bot of these fourteen members
there are some, as I have already said, that go
directly in the teeih of the report itself. Qoeis
for popular election, giving the patron 2 little
time In order that he may revise his rights in
the event of them not agrecing. Another is
-disposed merely to go into it because thereis o
chance of making peace ; and & third proposes
10 append to this report another recommenda-
tion or enactment which will surprise some of
Fou when your attention i3 called to it. I
charge no mau with inconsistency. I mention
this not for the purpose of bar.dring charges of
this kind, but I mention this for the purpose of
showing that deliberate, thut consistent, or that
firm conviction that ought to prevail in the
committee if they expect the Assembly to adopt
{his report, either as to the evil adduced or the
remedy to be met with, Well, sir, they not
merely examine the Presbyteries, but they send
<Qut returas 1o 400 elders, and these 490 elders
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67 returns are mads, but the other 333 take no
notice whatever of the communication made to
them, Well, slr, do these 67 agree in the view
they take of tho matter and the remedy they
propose 7 Why, nover was in the compass of so
few pages such a diversity of opinion as pre-
vailed in thego roturng, It would astonish every
one who rend thom, and if the 333 had returned
in the like gpirit, I would have defied any one
in this Assembly to extract from them anything
like order attd vegularity, Of returns sent to0
240 patrons, 35 gnve un opinion upon it. Dr.
Pirie said that the putrons have been hearty on
this sabject, nnd of the 85 who have made
returns, 21, or throe-fifths, ngree to a modifica-
tion of pavonnge.—

Dg. Pintg~—1 gnld those who gave reports.

Da. PrangoN-=Ycg ; out of the 35 who gave
reports, 21, or 8-Hihy, ugreo to & modification
of patronagae,

Du. Prig~It is all wrong, (Laughter.)

Dur. Puansoy ={ have a very good memory,
brit to prevent the possibility of being in errer I
will read it from the report,  After reading the
extract from the report, Dr. Pearson sail—1 say
now the truth fa, 14 pntrons holding 25 patron-
ages express l;wnwolves ag opposed to any
change in the lnw. You have three-fifths who®
express themsolves gy fuvoarable to the modifi-
cation, and two-fifths that are opposed. Bnt,
sir, the committee linve not tvld us the modif-
cation these threeflfths are prepared for, and,
fur all I know, or fur nny evidence that lies on
the table of the Houxe, If you go to Parliament
with this raport, nnd ask them tolegislate upon
i, these twonty-oune patrons may sny it is not
the modification they approve of. We have no
evidence of what modification they approve of,
but two-fitths of thy wholo are opposed to any
change in the atato of matters. Now, with sueh
a divided s*ate of opinion ng this on the part cf
the committee, on the part of the Presbyteries,
on the part of tho lny elders, and on the part of
the patrons, would it not be—were I to use 2
woril that was severcly denounced yesterdsy
morning~like infatuntion on our part to ask
Parliament to leglslato on the matter? Then
the next point s that you propose to raise
money to bay the patronages. Well, sir, this
has been tried before aud failed. It was tried
in 1690, Twonty-1wo years had the people a
1ight to purchase the pntronages of the parishes
of Scotland, and during that twenty-two yesrs
only four mudo purchase, Ono paid the money
to wrong parties, and lost both their cash
and their rights, and tho other—and I beg
Dr. Pirie to notlco thisg—was so dilatory in
paying the monaey that the purchase was
not comploted until after the restorstion
of patronage in 1772, and all that now
stand in possesslon are two parishes. In more
modern times the attempt had been made. An
anti-patronngo soclety was formed in this city
in order that tho patronnges ag they came into
the market might be hought up, and I under-
stand they purchasod two—onc in Lothian, and
another in Fifo, I cannot spegk very well of
the one in J,othian, but I can almost vouch for
accuracy with regard to the one in Fife. The
society offered tho people there tho right to ac-

have showed, if anything can showbthc lack of | guire it themstlves, and with this view they

dnterest they take in the matter.

f 400, only \ placed at tho door of the church a plate to re-
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» ceive the freewill offerings of the people, in
order to buy it, and after a series of years—and
this is the point on wbich I may be inaccurate-
—1I cannot tell whether it was 13s. 63d. or 13s.
8d. that was collected. (Laughter.) It was
cither the one or the cther. Now, sir, itis al-
leged that evils bave arisen out of the present
system of nominating to vacant charges, and I
am very far from denying that evils bave risen
and may rise ont of that system. Itisa system
administered to by buman beings, and every-
thing of that kind has its'imperfections and may
give rise to evils; but I have been told—and I
speak of it with all reverence a3 a pirce of ec-
clesiastical history—1I was told by a gentleman
who long exercised his influence in the delivera-
tions of this Church, that he had been told by
his father—and I know something of it in my
own experience—that there has scarcely a distur-
bance arisen out of such an appointment. I
maintain tbat patronage has existed in this na-
tion befure the period of the Reformation down
to the present moment, with two single inter-
vals of ecleven years snd twenty-two years—
making thirty-tbree years of an interruption
during the whole of that period. Dr. Pirie bas
told you of 1649, and the rights of the people
-of that period. I have made up my mind that
it was a time of considerable tronble 2ad blas-
phemy, from which little can be drawn to guide
us in the positionin which we are p'aced ; and
having some recollection that the matter was
not as he said, I applied for a copy of the Act
of Assembly of that period, and I shall read i,
in order that you way judge whether that state-
ment is worthy of credit, that during that period
from 1649 10 1660, the people of this country
had a right to nominate to the vacant charges.
Dr. Pearson read a lengthened extract from an
Act of Assembly, and then said—Well, gentle-
men what I maintain is this, that the election of
Tinisters was not in the hands of the people and
in the bands of the session. (Hear, hear } All
historical aathorities eoncur in that report, and
any power that the Presbyrtery had to judge or
determine was precisely that power which is
given to the Presbytery under the veto and in
Lord Aberdeen’s Act. The election i3 in the
one case by the session, but in the other case
by the patrons, bat the matter is to be tried and
coguosced by the Presbrtery of the bounds, and
in no case whatever is the clection in the hands
of ihe penple themselves. In regardto the Act
of 1690, I surely do not-need to say that the
power was in the bards of the people. Dr. Pirie
has represenied it as an Act which was passed
by an Administration that were resolved 1o
trample upon the liberties of the-people of Scot-
land. Is that consistent with the fuct that for
22 years they had the power to acquire that
right, and that profligate Ministry resnected the
rights of those who had availed themselves of
that power? The two that acguired it have it
still; the third that did not complete the tran-
saction wuntil the Act was restored, bhave
retained that right to this day ; but searcely a
vacancy has taken piace in that parish that has
not been the occasion ofappeals to every church
court for years and years. (Crics of * Name,
namel”) The parish of Cadder. And of every
<ivil tribunal that can take cognizance of it
What about it in its highest and palmiest days.
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When thie voice of the people had no say in the
matter, it was the means of producing ministers
and efficient elders in the Presbytlerian Chureh,
who have left an impress on the country that
may be proud of them, and who are not equal-
led in lustre by any of these stars that may now
congregate from year to year in this ball.
(Laughter and applause.) If you go to Parlia-
ment 0a this you will introduce iuto Scotland
the element of discord and confusion, that wil
show itself in petition and petition until Par-
linment deelures that it is better, as Dr. Pirie
somewhat fears, to ccase the Establishment
altogether. Dr. Pirie says that the people are
calling—they are calling for a fish, and you
offer them a stone—(Cries of Oh, oh, and
applanse)—yon offer them the means of creat-
ing dissension in their parish—(Oh, oh)—you
open up a door for the greatest jubbery that can
ever exist—(Ob, oh)—aad you open up & door
to plotting apd planaing with regard to assis-
tants and successors. ( Uh, oh, and applause.)
After reading several extracts from the report,
he snid—My telief is that this is far too crot-
chety a scheme ever to find fuvour in th.e House
of Commous, and ever to be workable, even
although it was law. The House of Commons
could not understand it. ( Oh, oh, and laugh-
ter.) I have only one ground of hope. It is
said thae the Premicr is greatly given to fine
speculations, and it is alleged of bim that be
employed bis lejsure thne in solving the school-
man’s question of how many angels can dunce
on thie point of a needle. (Great laughter.) 1f
he siiou!d take a fancy to it from its peculiarity
we cannot doubt that that large majority which
has been sent to Parliament to defer to his
judgment and to obey bis commands will earry
it through the House. When Casar was return-
ing to Rome—(A laugi)—he drew up his
legions on the banks of the Rubicon—his ad-
dress to them was to this effeci—* It is not too
lute to return across that sircam—that narrow
littde stream—and the sword only can decide
the contest.” Adopt this motiion that I bave
submitted, and go back to your parishes and
residences in the country with a thorough reso-
lution t0 abstain from the agitation, show to
your people at large that the Church is satisfied
in the high sense of the term ; and o long career
of prosperity and usefulness to t e peopic com-
mitted to our care is before you. Adopt the
resolution, and go to the House of Commons,
and you will have to fight your way through
that House, not for the sake of getting what
you have asked at their hands, but you will
fight your way through itin order thatyou may
preserve your very existence as an Established
Church. (Applause.)

Dr Macotrr, Sandyford, Glasgow, said—I
regret much that, in occupying an humble posi-
tion in this debate, I find myself at variance
with those with whom it is generally wy privi-
tege to co-operate. Ishall not follow my friends
into the labyrinth of the historical question, nor
jnto the labyrinth of this voluminous report,
but sh:ll content myself with recapitniating as
shorily as I can the reasons I adduced when
the subject was under discussion in my own
Presbriery, and to which 1siill adhere, why I
consider the raising of the present question
inexpedient, untimely, unwise, and uncalled

.
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for. (Applause.) The first reason I would
assign for deprecating this movement is, that it
will have » tendency to disturb the prozen ba-
lance in our occlesiastical constitution, thereby
hopelessly alienating from the Church the aris-
tocracy of Scotland and the owners of the soil,
aud widening the existing gulf of separation
between the extremes of society. We all know
how deplorable that gulf of separation is. No
poor words of mine can express half what [
feel as to the bearings of that ulienation on the
welfare «f the country, and if I briefly allude to
this matter now, you will immediately see that
in doing so I am not t.avelling away from tbe
subject under discussion. I have no quarrel
with Episcopacy iu itself. I give no delive-
rance whatever on the relative claims of Pres-
bytery and Prelacy. I claim divine right for
neither. (Applause.) I repudiate the arrogance
of such claims in the case of either. [love
Episcopacy in England where it is the accce-
dited national form of worship, and where it is
best adapted to the tastes of the people. I have
worshipped at bher aliars. I have partaken of
her cummunion. I admire and venerate her
great writers both living and dead. I believe |
am not unwariant-d in adding that some of her
most distingnished clergymen nd digoitarics,
whose names are amongst us as household
words, entertain the kindliest feelings for our
national Church. (Loud applause ) I love, on
the other band, Piesbyterianism in Scotland,
because, while we believe it to be founded on
the Word of God, it also is most n accordance
with our historic habiis and natiopal feelings
and characteristics. So much so, that the at-
tempt to impose Episcopacy upon our middle
and lower classes (according to the proselytis-
ing efforts of some very short-signted and im-
politic men) is utterly and entirely impossible.
(Cheers.) And what is the result of these pro-
selytising efforts ? Why, that a disruption more
lamentable far than that to which we apply the
word is growing in dimension and formidable-
ness every year—a disruption, the miserable
outgrowth of pride, and the worst form of pride,
the piide of rank, and of would-be rank—a dis-
Tuption between the rich and the poor—a dis-
Tuption against which the highest lady of the
land has uplified ber empbatic protest. (Cheers.)
Moderator, do we desire by the step we are
counselled to 1ake to day to foster aud stimulate
and stercotype that severance ? Are we will-
ing to incur the responsibility of helping onand
perpetaating this great social wrong by suader-
ing the few last links which bind the histo-
ric Church of the nation to the upper classes of
society, its territorial possessors. [ fur one
cherish, what may appear to some, Ciopian ex-
pectations. I for one cherish the fond and san-
guioe hope that our landlords and aristocracy
will yet, ere it be too late, wake up to a sense
of the great and grievous injustice of their pre-
sent abnormal position. (Cheers.) IfI tlkought
otherwise, so much do I feel on the subject, I
would despair of my country—I would despair
of a house so divided against itself. At all
events, to put it no more strongly, I would do
nothiog (as tampering with the existing rights
of patrons unquestionably would d0) to increase
the irritation. Make the declaration that our
Church is henceforward to be congregational

THE PRESBYTERIAN.

and democratie, and you cu’ off the last bridge.
The gulfI have spoken ot should by no means
be cunsidered insuperable. But depend upon
it, an anti-patronage manifesto is ot the Quin-
tus Curtins that will close it. (Laughter and
applause.) Before adverling to another ground,
allow me one passing word, although perhaps
unnecessary, on 1he report as to the proposed
coustitution of the board. Moderator, I know
not what to make of the meaning of this recom-
mendation. The numerical interpretation of
that constitution is a puzzler to myseif and to
all with whom I have spoken. It 1s evidently
purposely left vague—emgmatical—what ma-
thematicians call an indeterminate quantity,
(Laughter.) The report in this resi cct reminds
oe of the concluding words in & line of Virgil—

— = informe, ingens, cui lumen ademptum.”

It surely vever, however, can be understood for
une moment as proposing to trauster the right
of patronage into the hands of merely three
individuals or delegates. Rest assured, such a
petty instalmert as this would never be accep-
ted. Tt would be asking bread, and giviag a
stone. It would be an insult alike to patron
and people. (Applause ) As my old neighbour
and friend Dr. Barty well says in his reasong of
dissent recorded in the repurt— * It is incon-
ceivable that the measure recommended should
meet the alleged evils of the existing law and
practice, and accowplish the objects which
seem to be desired, the measure merely pro-
viding for the transference of the rights of the
existing patrons to a small body of local
patrons ; while it confers on them powers more
unlimited than the present patrons possess, and
deprives the members of the Church of the
rights and privileges they now enjoy.” I take
it, therefore, for granted that tbis triple board,
translated into plam and intelligible language,
means the veice not of units, nor of tens, but
of hundreds; the voice either of the congre-
gation in toto, or expressed by a large section
of it. In other words, to use the current and
hackneyed phrase, a greater infusion of the
popular element. This being tke only possible,
feasible, practicable solution of their recom-
mendation, 1 pass to another ground on which
1 deem the present movement inexpedient and
undesirable—viz., that by infusing more of this
popular element you will not raise the pulpit
and ministerial standard. I do not speak of the
likelibood that thereby our probationers would
deteriorate in social siatus, and be drawn from
an buwmbler rank than at present, although this
would be an almost inevitable consequence;
but I speak of a detcrioraticn in higher and
truer qualities and qualifications. Tou would
ran the tremendous risk of resolving all minis-
terinl gifts into the one of pulpit declnmation,
Even now, I ask, is it not often—too ofien—the
case that young men, by a most cruel and
objectionable system of competition and candi-
dature, are not only pitted against one apother,
but without almostany eaquiry either into their
antecedents or consequents, the ministerial
well-being, the lifelong intercsts of a parish, are
perilled on that one day’s exhibition. Let
congregational clection, be it in a modified and
restricted form, become the accepted law of the
Charch, and, far more so thao now, would the
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man of rhetovical flourishes and bistrionic
effects and musculer Christianity—(Laughter)
—the man whom, as I mentioned when debat-
ing this subject in the lower Court, I remember
Dr. Chalmers, in one of his inimitable strokes
of sarcasm, calling by the approprinte name
of & ¢ pulpiteer’—i say such would gain the
day, in preference to the one of calw, earnest,
unobtrusive character and piety ; not demons-
trative, perhaps, in the pulpit, but demonstra-
iive in the hearts and homes of his people.
(Applause.) And 1 would just further add
when on this point, that a preseniee is most
independent when he euters on his work, not
the obliged nominec of his congregation, but
with his bands untied and his lips unfettered.
{ would not put it so strongly as a rev. prelate
in the sister Church the other day, that such a
people’s presentee runs the great risk of having
the Scripture picture reversed, by becoming a
Paul trembling before Felix; but I, at all
-events, say, that in many cases there would be
@ very 3'rong tempiation to say smoother things

10 Felix and perbaps the still stronger
tempration 10 say smoother things to
Drusilla. (Great laughter.)' Then I pass to

another important view—What wonld be the
practical working of popular or congregational
or committee election, by whatever modest
medification our friends aim at? I believe it
would come 1o be proved anything but 2 boon.
It would comt to be the fruitful cause of cabals
and heartburnings and misuoderstandings., [
believe many an bonest Christian man would
be bieard to avow, © Would we had been saved
these miserable squabbles by the good old way,
with all its alleged grievances and defects.”
Moderator, divided respousibility is never satis-
factory, whether in religious matters or in
worcly matters—whether in the working of
Churcb Committce or in railway directorates.
(¥ Hear, hear,” and laughter.) Aund that is
irue, cven where you have unmistakable indi-
vidual ability and earnestness. I would leave
safe to the unbiassed judgment of one man what
would be strangled and mangled by being left
to the tender mersies of a dozen; and this
would be pre-eminently so in the divided
responsibility of a Church clection, Hare we
0o illustrations of the 1rath of what I say, even
when snch an election takes place under the
most favourable circumstances? I am sure I
desire to wound the feelings of none Ly ad-
ducing as a pertinent example the case of a
corffgregation in which I teel the deepest inter-
est—a congregation which may well command,
as it deserves, the profoundest respect from
eve-y wellwisher of the Churel, as it is, facile
princeps, at the head of all in its mucificent
liberality. I refer to Park Church in Glasgow
~—=a Clurch regarding which others of us at
the west end of that city are glad and willing
to say, in the words of Jonathan to David,
‘% Thou shalt be king, and I shall be next to
thee.” (Great laughter.) But you will see,
while I pay this sincere tribute, I am preparing
the sledge-hammer. Moderator, as i3 well
known, a lamented vacancy took place there
well og to & year ago———

Dr. CrarTeris—Six months.

Dr, Macpurr—Six mouths, is it? Well, it
comes 10 the same thing. It does not atiect
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what -I am about to sey. (Laughbter.) The
election of a successor was congregational, and
that election might with confidence have been
looked to as a triumpbhant and crowning vin-
dication of the system which our friends are
advocating. You had in their committees and
sub-committees every representative of Glas-
gow intelligence and worth. You had long-
headed lawyers, and hard-headed merchaats,
and broad-headed professors — (Laughtery—
every type of human and electoral sagacity.
(Renewed Janghter.) And what was the result?
Why, I'shall say no more than this, that many
of them were beginning amid the troublous
billows 10 cuast a longing eye towards the quiet
haven of a jus devolutum; and had it not been
for a beacon timeously hoisted somewhere near
the old Palace of Linlithgow, that noble barque
might have been by this time hopelessly
wrecked on the sunken reefs of popular election.
I shall not pursue the & jforliori argument. I
can only say, when we see such results where
we might well look for the ideal of success and
perfection, what, I ask, would be the frequent
results in the case of our country parishes, or,
above all, in that peculiar confederation known
by the term of & weaving village ? (Laughter.)
And then, [ repeat, though our feiends speak of
a modified system, depend upnn it you cannot
end there. It is unmistakably the thin end of
the wwedge. There are voices potential in this
Church, from their jnst, social, and material
influence, who would go much farther than the
fartbest that popular election now contemplates,
who have avowed their desire to give the people
the power not only of nomination but of
sumimary dismissal, who would abolish in the
case of the clergymen life tenures, and inaugu-
rate a system of periodical re-election. [ say,
who would like thus to be dependent on
popular caprice ? Who, among our {riends on
the other side, would care from time to time to
have the ro!l thus called and votes marked ?
(Applause.) I have already detained the House
too long ; but 1 pass to one other view of the
gnestion, that which has been referred to to-
day, and ill doubtless be often referred 10 in
the subseguent debate—the hope of union with
other Presbyterian bodies. God knows how I
long for that union. It has been rhe dream
of years and the prayer of years. 1 do not know
what I would not give and not sacrifice to see
Scoiland restored in faith to its grand old
historic unity ; and many frienas alike in the
Free and CUaited Presbyterian Church will bear
witness to my sincerity. (Applause.) Bag,
sir, while I say this, I would say, also, that
unity may be too dearly purchased. I would
rather far have a hearty and frank co-operation
thau an unhearty and equivocal incorporation.
I would rather fac have bouudaries and prin-
cipies sharply and bonestly defined than be set
adrift on the mare mugnum of what are calied
open guestions—a union where the voice is the
voice ofJacob,but the hands are the bands of Esan
(Langhter)—a union which,like all ill-assorted
matches, would lead sooner or later to divorce
and disraption. (Renewed laughter) If I
epjoy the blessing of honest freedom, and if I
feel that that freedom would by an artificial
union be clogged and compromised, the biess-
ing of Joseph with its nominal drawbacks would
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be preferable to the nther, even though it be
the blessing of bim who i3 still separated from
his brethren.  (Laughter and applause.) Then
I ask in all deference, would the alieration in
the law of patronige—were this obtained and
ratified, woald this satisfy, wonld this propi-
tiate our Dissenting !rethrea, aud bring us
back agdin to one fold 7 I trow not. Our frierds
here on the other side bave now becn ventia-
ting this question year aficr yea~. It is o
secret in the 1wo other camps. Free Church-
men and United Presbyterians bave had their
eyes duly directed to the unfurlid banner. I

ask, with what success? Qur friends here have .

cast their line britel with asti-jatrdo e,
Have they got so much as one nibdle 7 (Lugh-
ter.) The Elijahs «f our Church bave sent
their messengers to the brow of Carmel to sce
if they can descry so much a3 a little cloud line
& mav’s band, but the answer is, ¢ There is
nothing.” They huve neither peepud nor
mutlered. It raminds vs of 1he scene depicted
by our own great denmatist. But in the present
case only one of three weird sisters is heard
saying, “ When shull we three meet again?”
The o:her two do ot condescend on a repls.
They maintaia 2 portentons sil-nee.  (Great
Jaughter) Or, if the House will permit oue
oiber illustmtion. It is suggested ¥ tle
astrenomical debaie of the other dar. We Lavte
here a constellation of three stars in our
northern ecclesingtical firmam nt. Q. of these
has contracted, or is contracting, a babit of
winking and twinkling to its two sicliar
brethren. But there ar: 1o respoansive wink-
ings ou the part of the other two. They take
nc aoiice. They ouly sing ia sarcastic duet,
at the expense of the winker, clas:ic worls,
;vzth which we bave been familiar from chi:d-
r00d :—

# Twinkle. twinkle litile star,
How we wonder what you are? ™

(Much laughter and continued cheers.) We
wouid have expected Free Churchmmen and
Cnited Presbyterians by this time, hed they
really beea desirous of any such union, that
they would have cheered on their allics in this
House; that their werds wouid have been—
“ God speed you in Four glorions strugale '—
Proclaim your aati-paironage maniiestio —
Fling open your an'i-jmironage doors aad x¢
shall be back, every oue of as; not a hoof shall
be left behind! ™ {Laughter.) Do they say so?
No; they tell you that, unless you rewrite the
history of the ten years' conflict, and have
spiritual indepradence in the'r owa in erpre-
tation of it emblazoned on your tanner, ther
will not listen 10 von; and that so leng as vour
trampet gives forth an uzcertzia soand on ihis,
not one of them will nrejare themselr s a2
confederates 1o joim yoa in the hattle.
(Applause.) So that the resulls of the abolitinn
or modification of patronage won.d be like the
thieatened results of the Prime Minister's Isish
policy, which, while it kas failed 10 canciliate
and propitiate the Roman  Catholie, Ies
disafected and disloralized the Protestant,
(Hear)) Ia England, our reshy tesian friends
are riper and readier for uaion. | woaid have
bopes—sxnguine hojes—of them, bt nol on

35 side ke Tored., 1 tedl you honesiiy 1
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would have more hope here of Episcopalian
lairds and an Episcopalian aristoeracy than of
Free Churchmen and Cuited Presbyterians.
(‘'ries of * Oh, «h.”) But nu—1 say No, and
X I give emphans’s 10 the No—I will not despair.
. And becruse it is that 1 do not despair in seeing

Scotland oue ng.in in erciesiastic ] poliiy and
‘ worship that T inke tiis day what may be
| cnlled an ohstructive, but weich is a true con-
! servative position. It is brecawse I do not
g despuir that T w.ould advocate the safe via
. medin, maiitaining and uplelding things as
| ey ave. rnd, in simple homely phrase, letting
¢ well alene. 1 would coansei s via media,
} Beeansz, densly though [ ~Luuld liae 0 see us
, @5 ouc with the other Pichyter an budies, I
y confess T waould kave an eqguii—1 dare not,
. perhaps, sar o stronger desire 1o lave the
ari~tecracy and upper classes onee more the
uphclders and champions of their country's
uniiy - hecause § wou'd like once more to Liear
ke village church-b.lt s.muoning them, 15 it
&d their fathers beforg them, from teir
baronial or casile hall to the saie humble
sanctunry with their luwliest depeadents—to
jo © ia the same .cowfessions, 1o listen to the
same immortal trutls, 10 te aulmate t with 1he
same immortal hapes—az, v iake their turn by
the charch-door in recersi. g ihe offer.ngs for
G«d's poor, aud give thiir yoang-r sens, with
v grace in their hearts, o0 tie ofice of God's
minsiry.  (Applause.) Not ss it now i3, when
thai bell is mther the signal for depariure, in
yromp of equipage, to the near or d.sinnt town,
#s wmny be, mce-dng the stream of humbdle
waorshippers from  disiawnt hamlet or glen—
1 Tirtually proclaiming that there is one church
for the great, and another for the lovly—one
for Dives, nnother for Lazarts—one for the
crntarion, anothier for his servani. (Applause.)
That desirable consummaiion w.ll not be
obinined by sanctioning and abetling a demo-
cratic movement and scvering th¢ sole remain-

ing bond of union. Letis kave bnck the upper
I lea thouesand, and then wouid follow the
severed million, and Scotland wounld be Scot-
Iand again. (Applavse) Let the wave of
secession, that has spent ilseif, return into the
bosom of its parent ware, and nith united force
et them gather themselves up anew to dash
th ir fuil steengih ageinst Poj-ory and Infidelity.
For who caa deny that tais aational division
and disorganisal.on is all ike sadder when we
witness the crim, steady, stealiky, yet sure
| progress and preiensinns of a wilter foc, who is
in our midst—ile Church «f Rome with ils
bossied unity ? The march 0 archicpiscopxl
thrones with silver crozisrs is made casier and
mere tnsmphant throagh ke hattling fanks of
divided Protestanis, wasting ticir strengrh in
ety skirmishes, while the gigwatic powers of
evil are thundering at our gates. 1 would claso
wilh e picture—the grajhic picture which
¢+ Lond Cockbaurn ia that mest iatcicsung book,
* The Nemorials of HHis Time,” gives of the
General Assembly of former daps. There,”
he says, “the cdergs and the Ity were coma-
bined into one brave and animated mass, whee
: it was deemed 2n honour for the besi of the
{ Fenisy either 20 lead o7 20 follow.”  Mederator,

! is that only & recond of U e pest, or Is it & pro-

pheey of the future? O, wonld to God we
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<could have the like times back again, when the
peace and prosperity the Cuurch would be
reflected upon the us 4, aud ourland, like the
House of Ulcdedom, would be blessed fur the
Ark's sake! (Loud and prolonged applause.)

Mr. Jayigsox, Uud Machar, said that if the
debate was to gu onaccording to what he would
style the declamatory barangues to which 1 ey
had just listened (Hisses——

Th - MopskaTor—1 beg 10 say, once for all.
that I do not think you pay any very great
com}liment to the Church, if you think that any
of the ministers or eiders belonging to it should
be bissed at.  (Applause.)

Mr. Jaaesox said be was afraid that, at all
events, if they were to go on according to the
style they bad listened 1o, they would lose sight
of the rual gnestion. What was now before
them was cle.arly to 190k to the character of the
tim~s-—t0 the taste for 2nd tendency towards
popular clection thatex’s.ed in a larg~ measure
now ia the appointment of ministers to their
various charges.  He would call upen them to
address their atten.ion to this particular cir-
cumstance, taat it was a mere matter of this
feeling per se—in and by itseif. The feelingright
exist in the corporate community. These im-
pulses, feeling., or cravings arose in our own
indiridual p-rsorality; and it came to be =
question for them 1o consider whether this feel-
ing had arisen of itself. and whether, in rvicld-
ing to it, they are compromising any principle,
sacrificing aoy truth; whether they were doing
injury to the badz corporate or buds ecclesias-
Ucal? He apprehended that the guestion before
them was not now tie consideratiun as to how
that fecling, thzt craving, on the partof a largs
portivn of the community bad arisen. It was
sufficient for them to kaew that it actually ex-
isted; and on that point he desired to dircct
their attention. The stone that was genily
dropped from 2 mountaia’s urow would bye-znd-
hreacquire a velocity and mom *ntui that cam:»
10 be excessive and exiramie ere it reached the
mountain's base;if it was not regulated, restrain-
cd,or in some wardirected. Butif they interpos~d
any obstacle, what would be the consequonce?
Very possibly it would cause to b created an
cceentric teadency, aad the stoas to leap upon
the rocks beneaih wirere it would dash itself o
picces.  (Applanse and langhter.) He would
not have originated such & movement as was
now cxisting ia the Church. He twas oac of
those who was satisSed with things as they
were. more especially looking 1o the fact that
Palrans wereaaxiousiy and earnestly endeavour-
ing to discharge their duty. But ther should
apply themselves to the question that had been
brought before them now that the movement
had been originated.  Ther were novw iold that
11 was ag inkereay, an essential right and poe-
rogative of the people o elect their own minis-
ter—:ihet the same individual preseated to a
charge by 2 patron wonld not be rezarded in
tke same light as if that same individual had
been chosea by the ciagregation themselves;
and it was also asked if, whea the franchise was
given to the people in the civil commanity, the
ccclesiastical franchise should aot be given to
the ecclesisstical community? He was one of
those that believed that ther most aceept the
position of things a3 they fonnd thom, and look
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them fairly in the face—{Interrunin)— and
he did not think they could i.y any nominal
cort, repress the opinion that w.as .t present
existing on this subject. In s ipport of the view
he b1d stated as to the extent of the movement
against patronage, he referred to the statement
in the report that 51 Presbyteries had stated
they desired tosee s nne chang» or modification
introduced, while only 23 desired hat the
whole subject should remain in stafu quo. (la-
terruption.) A great deal had been said about
the beterogeneous nature of the reconmenda-
tions in tue report, but he mainiai od that
throughout the detai.s it was scen thai there
was at least ene princ ple ¢ abeded in them—
that there should be at least an imitntion in the
matter of the popular election of ministers.

Mr. Outenaxt, Anstruther, elder— I have no
desire to interrapt th- spe.Ker, but really we
do nst know what he is speak:ng about.
{(Applanse.)

The Mopsraror—You know we have till
break{ust time to-morrow. (Langhter.)

Mr. Jamizsox—Then, I will jusi read my
motion— * That this Church, having b-fore it
the results of the enquirs instituied by the
Commiitce on Paironage among the Presbr-
teries of the Church =nd i s elders, afficins and
supports tiie principle of at least popar repre-
sentalion in the appoiniment of ministers to
vacant benefices ; constitute 2 committe > to cor-
respond with the iuvterested a2nd infiuentisl
parties, especially with the patrons of livings,
10 ascertzin by what processes and un fer what
conditions such principle can be practically
carried into eflect throughont the Church, and
to report to next General Assem®l="  Ifthey
agreed to ihis motion they would have no ccea-
5.01 10 go o Parlizment st the present time.
He would rot in the present circumstanees go
to Pacliament. They ail keew that Pafliament
in the present circums<tances were not favour-
able to the principle of an establishment, The
Parliament which now existed was vers different
from thai Parlismeat which originally establish-
ed the Clhu-ch of Scotiand. The principles
upon which tie establishmeat was originally
fanuded were not the principles on which an
cstablishment would nase be founded. He there-
fore would propase to have further intercuurse
with the paitoas themseives. He would cansult
the pairons, and seck to ascertain under what
circumsiances the patrans would be w.lling to
grant cither a modification of the law, or to
give up their patrarage altogether. (Applause.)

The motion was not seconded.

D:. Wartace s2il—The motion tha. I have
to make is to the fullowiag efect :—# The Gen-
cral A-sembly having considered the report

-of iheiv Commitlice oa Patranage, approve of

their diligence in collecting information, exprass
their sense of the value of their d-liderations,
aud recori their thaaks to the commitiee, re-ap-
poiat them, and instruct them to prosecute their
enquiries with special referener 10 the guestion
whether the manner of appointing minisiess can
be so amanged as to r-coacile civil establish-
meat of religion with ihe priaciples of religious
cquality, and 1o report 10 next Genemal Assem-
biy." Ia supporting his motion, Dr. Waliace
said—1 shall cndearour to be exceedingly tries
indeed, in the f~w romarks that I ask liberniy to
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make in support of that motion. 1 do confess
that it is not a motion for which I expect a
very large measure of supportin this Assembly.
At the same time; it iS not 2 motion, curivusly
enough, which the party to whom 1 am most
opposed in det:ul in this matter should necessa-
riiy find it impossible to give their countenance
and suppor!, #s n some respects I think it
would suit some of the ends that they would
consider desirzble; baut it is a motivn which, if
lost, will put me in the positinn of voting with

the party that are diamcirically opposed o |

them. Athough there ar» three motiors be-
fore the Hou~e, thsre are only two practical
ideas before » ou,
no disrespect va the motioa of the gentleman
who spoke befire me, but bis motion and the
first one are the same in spirit, and point to tae
same practical end.  Necessarily I differ from
those who waut 10 do nothing on the simnle
ground th..: they do want to do nothing. I
thirk that sowething should be done. 1 differ
tcum the party who are wiliing to do someilung
becanse I think the something they propose to do
isnoienough. The cause of the whole of our dis-
cussion, 1 seem- (0 me, arises out of what I vee-
ture to call an andeniable faci—namels, that
the Ch.ch of >co'land, as at present censti-

(A lrugh.) I mean tocast .

[,

- e lmmeaes e e

tuted. is in danz r of its existence from the fict !

tuat 1t i- ot in many of its fextures in harmony
with il spirit o! the age.

describe xt large the spirit of theage.  (Laugh-
ter.) I :hall only condescend to that feature
of it that 13 relevant to the present di-cus-iun,
and to =3 oun purpose ; and I ibink I 2m per-
factly ».. - in asserting that the spirit of the pre-
seniag- is ademoeratic and ieveiling spirit. My
reverend broiber frm Glasgow may lament
greatly the fact that the ascendancy of the
democralic order is nol what he would desire
to sce it.  Perhap-, in the abstract, 1 might be
inclined to agrec with him so farif a discussing

I 2m not going to -

of that kind were originated : hntit would scem |

to mec allogeiher a barren discassion, because
the fact sceins to me ikat the spisit of the age
is essentialiy a levelling spirlc It is a spirnt
that is intelerant of all monoply or privilege,
and in church maliers it is a spirit which
demands religious eguality—which insists thaz
there shall be no special system that is favoured
by the law over another sistem.  Now, @ ask,
are there aay elements in the Church «f Scoz-
land that are in dircet antagonism with that

spirit 7 There are various features of monopoiy

and privilege connecied with it both in its in-
ternal retations tetween its own members, aad
2%0 in its exterazal relations towands the rest of
the national life. And when I pat to myscif
the question, is it pessibic for these monopolics
to be mamiained in presence of the spint of the
dmes, 1 feel mypeell, whether 1 Bke it or noy
comjreiied o come o the conclasion that they
caanot stand.  Well, this matter of patronage
is one of those monopolies. It is a privilege
possrs«ed by one member of a communiiy o the
exclusion of other members of ke commarnity,
who fe! Mt there ate no raasons why they
Wemseives shonld motl share in the priviiege.
This is one of what I may call the private mo-
nopolics that are eonnected with the Church of
Scotland ; and if you ask e whether I believe
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enter into the question whether it i3 a good ar-
rangement or a bad arrangement—1 fecl myself
dricen to the conclusion that it is not pussible;
and that it is inevitable, if you are to preserve
the existence of the establishment—il you are
10 defend it frem perishing through internal
decsy and expiosion—that you should give to-
the people the management of their own affairs,
(Loud applause.) Make what arrangements
vou choose—invent the best machinery you can
in order 10 protect yourselves from the evils.
that are incidental to popular election, as there
are evils incidental to all possible appouiniments
—s5till it secms to me that the priaciple of popu-
lar election is one ibat i3 ineviiable, and must
be cunceded if you are 1o perpetuaie the exis-
tence of your Established Church. Therefore,
I fee! myself uiierly unzble 10 agree with the
views of my rev. father who made the second
motivn; for, although sli the length he went
wWas lu sa¥ tual it was not desirabie in present
cucumstances 1o cuntinue the agitation, I am
entitded 1O draw this inference, that be thinks
that it is possible 1o continue thez existence of
the Estabiiskment without that thing ‘r which
the other paniy are agitating. Now, I cannot
belp feeling that he and those who sympuihise
with lim e mis-representing eatirely the signs
of the times. I shouid not like to use strong
and pointed langaage in characterising  this
vicw taken by su many reverend fathers and
breibren. Rcmembering that already 1 have
been reminded by a genideman who is not will-
Ing taal 2 spade should be called a spade, but
that it shou.d, if possible, be designated, 1 sup-
oo, an agriculteral implement, in criticising
the view of .y rev. father I hope on this occa-
sion Ishail not ruflic bis elegant susceptivilnies.
I veature to say his view of the matier ig dis-
tinguiztird by wisdom 50 clevaied thatit bas
altogeib-r dizappearcd from the range of my
vision. (Laughter.) I sympathise so far with
the views taken by my rev. father trom the Uni-
versiiy of Aberdren, who made the first mouon.
But when | ceme 10 examine his proposition
more carcfully, 1 do not find that it is cntirely
ssusfaciors. 1 admit that it saves the Church
from seif-tcsiructinn: but does it save the
Church from thatl destruction which threaicens
i3 from witzout? Dors it answer the aemand
for religious (quality that comes from them? 1
cannot say ihat o any appreciable extent it
dors satisizciorily znswer that question. The
adherents of the Established Chorch in aay
parish may ne do.bl be made more abundaoiy
content with their Church if they have ihe clec-
tion of their minister in leirown bands; but I
ask. will the dissenting population bein any res-
pect betier pleased wuh this internal reform
that you make? Will it reconcile them 1o that
distinction of pririlege—io that distinciion of
monepoly—which is a grievance Iying on their
minds at this time, and the caase of whe irrita-
tion that is dangerots 10 the exisience of oar
Church ? 1 believe it wili bave no cficct what-
sorver in alixring the danger that threaleas us
froam without. Nar, I am nol sare that it may
notagpravate Umtdanger. For I am not guite
sure that one of e tmings, the existence of
which makes the dissenting popalation extend
10 ©s ¢ven We lLitile amounnt of tloleration that

;¢ is possible o maintaia thismonoply—I do not . they do, is that ey think the want of free
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action anl ‘he want of the power of popular
«lection isa scrtof tell-off to the freedom which
they theaselves enjoy in that matter. And if
you put the State Church precisely on alevel
with thems: Ives in the matter of popular elec-
tion, I maintain, so far as that goes, you will
aggravate rather than aliay the dissatisfaction
that is in their mind. I know that my friends tell
me that they eapect that by the action of popu-
lar election tkey will attract so many dissenters
joto the foid of the Church that the voice of the
demand, or ri-ligious equality wiil become prac-
tically iusudible and insigrificant. I wish |
could agree wiih them, in that expectation : but
1 entirely agree with my brother from Glasgow
in believing thatthegiving of popularelection to
thechurches of the Estabisment will not produce
any appreciable effect whatever upon the atti-
tade and tie inflaence of the Free Church and
of the United Presbyieriaa Church. (Hear,
hear.) At least it will not produce that modi-
fication ol tiieir inflacnce or position in suflicient
time to siave off the danger which you fear, aad
svhich has teen the eanse of your entering into
any enquiry zod agitation on this matter. You
may ask me, if that be my view of the matter,
whatis it that { propose w do inorder to silence
the demand for religions cquality that comes
from without? 1 can see nouing for it exeept
simply to push out to its logical termination
the principle that you bave already carried sv
far—namely. to give to tne whole inbabitants
of a parish *he sawe rights that you now pro-
pose to coni’ © upon merely the Established
Gburch sec -u of the population. I ask, Why
zot siart the dea of committing the clection of
parish minis*-rs 1o 2 boand selected for the pur-
pose out of the whole of the enfranchised pansh-
jorers? (A lmugh.) That would silence and
answer the demand for religions equaliiy; for,
mak the parish minister the officer of the wheie
commuaity, and then it is perfectly impassible
that bis existence could be a gricvance to any
individual within it. Now, of cousse, I know
wery well that many wiil tell me that this is en-

tirely x Ctopian and visionars project: that it !

is so surrounded by difficatiics that it is un-
worthy altogether 10 be enterizised. I admit
that tbere are many dificuliies with it, but,
thinking over it maturely, I bace not beea able
to sxiisfy myself thatihese difficulties are insur-
mousthble. I admis, for example, one necessary
condition o »ny such mrasnre ns this woanld be
1o aiter the relations of the pablic teacher of
religion to crecds and (o subscripiion of ereeds;
becxuse, if oner you make it accessible, if once
roamake it rossibie for the whale commanity
within & parish 1o be {ree to select whatever
eligions instrucier they desine, Yoa cannnt tic
them dotrn 10 any one particsiac or favouriie
creed or sysiem of dogmas.  In shery, sir, 1 ad.
mit that the idea pul before yoz is necessariiy
connected with semething like the libemation of
theological teacking. Bay, while admitting thay,
and allowing that it is a difScaltr, ] am not
prepared to assume that itis cither an jasur-
1ounizble diffically, or that it is a great disad-
wantage, for I am one of thase who believe that
the cmancipation of theolegical teaching from
pooal restrictions is az advantxge to the com-
mudity, and that there isa possibility of invend-
ing varions moral restraials instead of pesal
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restraints to act as a regulating influence upon
the vagnries of mere individual specuiation.
And I am also of opinion that there is rapidly
approaching a change in the attiiude of our
Christian Churches towards their creeds and
subscriptions to them. 1 think I see many sigos
round about me in the ccclesinstic 1 horizon
that are harbingers of such a transtormation.
To go no further than our Church, no later than
yesterday, this venerabic Howse, by nn over-
whelming majority, expressed its unatated and
enthusiastic confidence ina Church w'ivse cons-
litution expressly provides freedom 1o any of
its clergy or other members to teach the theolo-
gies cither of Dr. Pusey or of Mr. Ryle, Mr.
Jowett, Dr. Rowland Williams, or even th-
Bishop of Natal himself. (Laughter.) Ia au
Assembly with such an opinion as this— (Oh,
oh, hisses, and cheersj—.n an Assembly that
has stamped ihe principle of comprehensiveness
in the way that this Assembly has stamped i, I
think that] may be pardoned for believiug that
1 15 ro great blemish upon the proposition !
make, tiat it bas a tendency 10 encournse the
liberation of theological teaching. (Hisses.)
Then I shall be told, of course, that the schemo
is_impraclical on this very ground, that you
will never be able to carry ihe ycople along
with you. {Hear, bear.) But the people can
be taught. It has been suggested to me that

| they can be “ educated.” (A lnught) The jest

is hardiy werth repeating. 1f the thing be trus
in iwell—if the thing ve reasonable in itself—
all that is wanted to carry rvasonsble peoplo
zlong with you is sufficicnt pains taken—saf-
ficient perseverace taken—by those who believe
in ite idea themselves. § shall be told that the
protosi ioa is revolutionary. I admit that it is
revontionary.  Italiers essentialiy the mode of
constituting  the rel tilonship bLetnceen the
Church and the Stats. It amounts 1o aa affirm-
ation of the principls of an indirect establish-
ment of religion insiead of a direct and explicit
ene; and I admit that that isa revslation in
ccclesiastical history. But, sir, 1 have. two
answers io that, and the first of them is that we
are living in revolationary times—times of quict
too. and favourable to very swift revolations.
And, sir, revolulionary dangers are oaly 1o be
met by revolutionary reinedics; aad it has
alwars been the case in the history of natiorns,
of churches, and communitics, that when they
bave been hold cnough to adopt the trze and
only malionai safeguands they have beea pro-
tected ; but when they bhad not courage 10 be-
licve in the thing they sax 10 be rational, and
shrunk from itbeesnse they thoughtit impractic-
able and Utopian, they have gone down, and
the worid has had o wait for many geacrations
uatil the projes thing was done i st-ould have
berndenr loang before. 1 have one other answer
10 3uis ohjrenion, and it is his, that although
*he practical scheme which 1 have e boidness,
possibly the handthood, to sulmit tv 1he Assem-
blr. is the oze which seems th me e simple
and ratienal working out of the concepiion of
religions equality as applicd 1o the Staic’s fune-
uons iz religions tcaching. that it not by
any means the only way of workiag out the
idea. There are halfa dozen wars of work-
izg ot an idea at the very least; (Hear, hear.)
2nd there may be many schemes that conld be
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prop- sd for the purpose of giving efficacy to
something like that religious equality without
which all attempts te save your Church will
prove to be abortive. There is what we might
call the scheme of affiliation. I may be driven
of course tc a pis eller—1 do not see that [
would be driven to it—but if driven toit, I
would not Linve the slightest objecion. I really
Lave no oljection, where the maj.rity should
prove io be Free Clhurch, that they for the time
Leing, so long us they sore in that majority—
shou u possess the emoluments—(Hisses, and
Hear, hear)—-nnd still remain in connection
with their s "hurch, and have guaranteed to them
the free esercise of thuse prictices, and of the
teaching of thuse doctrines which were conge-
nial to them. I wonld not have the slightest
difficulty inany parish where the Uuited Prosty-
terians w-re the mujority—for 3 oluntaryism
Was noi « term of cotnmunion in thet Church —
that they should also exercise the same privi-
lege. Tlen there is what may be the denomi-
national schounl way

Pr:ucipal Caxerztr—What would you do
with the Rom:an Catholics? (Applaunse.)

Dr. WarrL-ce—Oh, I am pot afraid to carry
out wy p:inciple, Principal Campbell, in its full
application ; but 1 do not waxnt 1o enter into
details, as it would detaio the Howse.  (Laugh-
ter.} I could defend it, but 1 don't wish to
shrink from the statement of my principle. 1
simply wish toexplain what my view is, aud not
in auy way t0 =attempt to demonstrate it.
(L=ughter and cries of (h, oh!) There is
wuat may be also called the deuominational
method of carryirg out the idea of rel’gicus
equality—the same m-thod that you propose io
apply in the case of denominaiional schools,
ard thers are wany nod various other me'hods
of working out tle conception of religious
cequality. | live only explained Ty meaning
ia bringing furward 1his moticn. As 1 stated
before, 1 do not sce why the party that my
brother from Glasgow bas ¢allod the obstruc-
tive party sLould not supwort the mtien in
poiut of form, because the motion does not con-
in my explanations, acd there may be various
reasons for suprortit g the same mosion ; and
very often wien people come from oppo-ile
poirts of the compass; they meet at the same
place. (A Iaugh.) But I amn by no means anx-
ivus for their support. I may say that I harely
exjecl 1o receive any support for this motion o
all within this House (Hear, hear, and laughter.)
But si-, I am well aware that the ideas which |
have very imperiectly atiempted 10 express will
find sympathy clsewhere, and in quarters that
are quite as inflacntial as the General Assembly
of the Church of Scotland. (Laughterand loud
hissecs ) The course, thercfore, that I shall
pursue witl be to vote fur the motion of the rev.
Doctor from Aberdeen, beeause I believe that
he proposes a uscfal internxi reform, and one
that will do good s0 far as it goes, although I
am not of opinion that it will to any material
ex-ent rescuie the Church from the danger
which tlreatens it from without. (Applause
and hisses.)

Some time having clapsed without any one
tising 10 sccond the motion, a conversation
tock place a5 to whether this motion and that
©f Dr. Jamicson’s should berecorded. Seveml
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members held that the motions should be allgw~
ed to drop, and others that they should be en-
tered on the record with the statemenijthat they
were not seconded. It was agreed to adopt
the latter course.

After several other spenkers addressed the
ass2mbly the vote waus taken with the resalt
mentioned in last number.

St -

The Geueral Assembly of the Church of
Scotland resumed its sittings Muy 2Tth—the
Rev. Dr. Norman Macleod, Moderator.

Principal Cauprpeir, in the absence of Dr.
Liddel, gave in a report by the Committee on
Fast Days, with the following recommenda-
tions :—*¢ 1. That the Fast Day be kept, where
practicable, on the Friday ; and where this is
impracticabie, brought as near as pessible to
the Lord's Day, for services of which it i3
intended a3 a preparation. 2. That the Fast
(2uvd consequently the communion) be observed
on the same day thronghout Presbyteries,
counties, eor other large districts, so as to
lessen as much as possible the inconvenieaces
resulting from the keeping of the Fast on
different dnys in contiguous parishes, and the
temptation to wauder on that day from one.
parish to another, and to go from town 1o
country, or vice versa. 3. That, to facililate this
system, the custom be encouraged of ministers
occupying theit own pulpits on the Fast Day,
theredy greparing their oan flocks for the
solema service ; and, also, where the sume is
attainable and expedient, adoptiz g the practice
of simulneous communion?” JMr. Steel,
Dumbarton, moved a resolution, recommending
the sugg- stions to the favourabls consideration
of mivnisters and kick-sessions.  Provost Dikes,
Lanurk, seconded the motion; which, after
some discussion, was agreed tc.

Dr. Waisex, Dundee, submitted the report of
the India Mission, and he dwelt at some length
on the principal features of the missiovary field
in India. Tue Modemtor, huving left the chair,
addressed the Assemb’y on behalf of the claims
of India on the Christians of this country, and
the necessity for contributing iiberally to the
scheme.  He stated that ia the Moderators
clair that day he had received & letter from =
Fme Churchman, englosing an order for £100
towards the fund. On the motion of Ar.
Robertson, Greenock, seconded by Sic Robert
Anstrutber, a deliverance wes adopted com-
mending the mission to the sympaihies, the
prayers, and the enlarged liberality of the
Church.

A deputation from the Scottish Syned in
England thea addressed the Assembly. They
asked that the missionary work in England
should be connccted with one of the schemes of
the Church, such as the Coionial or Home
Mission Scheme.  The Moderator, on behalf of
the Assembiy, tbanked the denutation, and
expressed his satisfaction at meeting Presby-
terian brethen so closely connected with tho
Church of Scotland. He¢ was pot prepared to
say in what form & union between the Church
in this country and the Synod in England might
be rendered closer; but & commitiee would be
appointed to consider the subject,

Tke General Assembly of the Charch of
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Scotland resumed its sittings May 28th—Dr.
Macleod, Moderator.

The first business taken up was the c¢onside-
ration of the overtures in reference to puatro-
nage, which were read to the Assembiy on
Wednesday, when the report of the committee
on patronage waslaid on the table. Prufessor
Charteris moved the dismissal of the overtures
in respect that the provisions of the Barrier Act
were not applicable to the resvlution come to
on patronnge on Wednesday, and that the
Assembly resolve to petition Parliment for the
removal of patronage, and appoint 2 committee
to take the nccessary steps for carrying the
resoluticn into effect, and attending o the
progress of any legislative measure on the
subject of patronage which may be introduced
into Parliament. Mr. Baird of Cambusdoun
seconded the motion. Dr. Pearsun, Strath-
blane, said his opinion was that, although
according to the strict interpretation of the
Barrier Act the resolution which hud been cunie
to by the Assembly on patronage did not come
within the letter of that Act, it came within
the spirit of it. He moved that before petition-
ir g Parlinment the nature of the change to be
asked for should be distinctly and formally
stated, and remitted to Presbyteries for con-
sideration. Dr. Craik seconded Dr. Pearson’s
motion, Mr. Johustone, Harray and Birsay,
who thought that what was nceded was the
simple repent of the Act of Queen Anne, with
the provision of due comgpenssation for patrons,
moved a long resolution for carrying out his
views, but subsequently withdrew it. After 2
lengthened debate, the Assembly divided, when
Dr. Charteris’ motion was carried over Dr.
Pearson's by a majority of 185 to 74. The
announcement of the result was received with
lond cheering. Seversl members entered their
dissent Dr. Charteris afterwards nominated
a commitice ;—The Moderator and Dr. Pliie,
joint-conveners; Dr. Barty, Dr. Chartteris, Dr.
M‘Rae, Hawick ; Principal Tulloch, Dr. Craw-
ford, Dr. Pearson, Dr. Willinn Smith, North
Leith ; Dr. Treill, Professor Mitchel!, Professor
Mxlhgxm, Dr. Glllun, Alford; Rev. F. L.
Robertson, Greenock ; Dr. Macduff, Rev. J. C.
Lees, Pmslcy Alr, Raukm, .\Iuthxll the fon.
Major Baillie, ’Sir R. Anstrather, Bnrt.., AP
Alr. Weilwood H. Maxwell, Lord Polwarth,
Alr. John Tait, Mr. James Brird, Coloacel Dundas,
Mr. D. Miine Home, Mr. J. A. Campbell, Mr.
Darid, Mr. Alex. Kinloch, Sherif Barclay, Nr.
E. Baxter, Mr. T. G. Murmy, (vice-convener),
and the procurator of the Church. I would
further ask the Moderator, on the part of this
Assembly, to ask the Lord High Commissioner
to preseat our petition to the House of Lords,
and that he also should ask Sir Robert
Aanstruther to present the petition in the House
of Commons.

Drs. Barty, Craik, Pearson, and Macduff,
who were put upon the list, declined to act.

Dr. Herdman, Melrose, and Mr. Steven, Mont-
rose, were appointed to preach before the
Lord High Cowumissioner on Sunday.

Alr. Bamp of Cambusdoon read & report by
the commiltee appointed at last Assembly to
take steps for the encouragement and increase
of Gaclic-speaking studeats having a view to
the ministry. The committee reposied that

their want of snccess had bren discouraging ;
and, op the motion of Mr. Macfarlane, South-
end, it was agreed 10 discharge the committee,

and in nccordnnce with a suggesiion made m
the rcport to recommend Highland Synods to-
form bursary funds,

Mr. Davip Syarn, W.S, laid on the table a
draft of a petition to Parliament against the
Edinburgh Annuity Tax Abolition Bill, and it
was agreed to entrust s presentation in the
House of Lords to the Lord High Commission: r,
and to Mr. Maxwell of Munches in the House of
Commons. *

1. Versier, a deputy from the Central Pro-
testant Society of France, addressed the House,
and the report was aub;equemly given in by
Mr. R. H. Stevenson of the Committee on
Correspondence with Foreige Churches, which
took notice of various religivus bodies on the
Continent with which they commuvicated,.and
the steps taken by the cummittee to provide
services during summer for our vountrymen on
the Continent. A lengthensed deliversnce was
adopted in accordance with the report,

Dr. NisBeT gave in the report of the Com-
mittee on Classification of Overtures, and Mr.
Niven, C.aA., sutwitted the report on tie
Widows’ Fund.

The Assembly adjourned until evening,

At the evening sederunt Professor MicEsLy
gave in the report of the Coummittee fur the
Convursion of the Jews, which described ihe
Committee’s oprra ions at considerable length.
The coliections for the scheme had last year
renched £3449, or £83 more thun in tie pre-
vious year; :md the total income was £4638, or
£312 less than in the previous yesr. The ex-
penditure was £4445, being an iuc.case of £23
on the year. MNr. Roberison, missionary from
Beyrout, addressed the Ass semblr, and a deli-
verance was adepted, on ihe mo.ivn of Pro-
fessor Milligan, commending the work of the
committee to the liberal suport of the Church.

Mr. YousG, Monifieth, gave in the com-
mittee's rcport on Sabbath schools, which
stated that the schools now numbered 1$30;
the scholars 150 000 ; and the teachers 13, 132.
I'Le report was adupicd thanks awarded, and
permission given to the commmce to collcc»
statistics in regard to agult classes for religious
instruction held on week days.

It was agreed, et the recommendation of the
committee appointed to coufer as 1o the con-
venership of the Home Mission Committee, that
Dr. Phin, Galashiels, be clected to il the
vacancy caused by the resignation of Professor
Crawlord.

The \ssembly then adjourned until to-day.

May 29th.

The General Assembly of the Church of
Scotland resumed its sitting at eleven o'clock
oan Saturday forenoon—Dr. Craik, Mederator,
pro lempore.

The clerk stated be kad been requested by
Dr. Henry Scott o present to the Geneml
-\sscmbly the third volume of his book, * Fasti
Ecclesie Scoticane, and by Dr. meford to
presenta copy of his work on  The Fatherhood
of God.” The Assembly agreed to accept the
books, and thank the authors.

Alr. STePREN, Renfrew, then gave in the report |
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of the Committce on the Pastoral Training of
Missionaries and Ministers. Professor Milligan,
in moving the adoption of the report, adverted
to the importance of more =aitention being
given to the subject, now that popular election
was likely to be introduced into tue Church,
YHe concluded by moving :— * That the Gene-
ral Assembly receive with much interest the
report of their commitice on the Pastoral
Training of Ministers and Missionaries, and
learn from it with great satisfaction that lec-
tures on pastural theology are in course of
being arranged for by some of the Divinity
Faculties in the universities of Scotland. The
Assembly agree to record their high estimate
of the importance of & provision for the profes-
sional training of the ministers of this Church
such a3 the cummittee bave been labouring to
secure; and farther resolve hereby to recom-
m:nd the suggestions of the commiltze’s report
10 the serious consideration of the Presbyteries
of the Church, with a view to steps being every
vwhere taken for the ecfheient superintendence
by Presbyteries of students of divinity and
probationers witlin their bounds, in order to
the cultivation of their ministerial gifts, and
the treining of them in the practice of their
profession. The General Assembly further
instruct the commitice to correspond with
Presbyteries, with the view of ascer:aining their
opinions a3 to the expediency of appointing
separate lectureships for the purpose of promo-
ting pastoral training, and generally as regards
the other matters referred to in this report.
The General Assembly record their thanks to
the couvencr, and through him to the com-
mittee, for wheir diligence, and reappoiot the
committee—3r. Robert Stephen, of Reofrew,
to be convener.” The deliverance wus agreed
{o.

Dr. Coox laid upon the table o special report
by the Education Committee on the bill intro-
duced into Parliament by the Duke of Argyll
for thic extension of education in Scotland. He
also expressed his views on the subject in a
speech of considerable length. Dr. Barly moved
 that the General Assembly approve of the
report, deeply regret that no provision is made
in the bill now before Parliament for religious
instruction in tbe proposed new national
schools, and instruct the committee to continue
1o direct their attention to this subject, and to
tbe other point referred to in the report; and
farther, to consider, in the event of its being
necessary to institute a rate in any disirict, how
far the funds thence arising might be advanta-
geously distributed among all the schools in
that district meeting the requirements for
obtaining Privy Council grants.” Provost
Dykes, Hamilton, scconded the motion. Dr.
Wallace moved an amendment to the effect that
the Assembly express its preference for a
national over a denominationai system of educa-
tion ; approve of the bill in so far asit approxi-
1mates to a national system ; resolve to petition
tbe Legislature to introduce such amendments
and additions into the bill as shall be suflicient
to sccure the effectual operation of tho national
principle. Mr. Burnie, Qxnam, seconded the
amendment, and after some discassion Dr.
Barty's motion was carried by a large majority.

The report of the Committee onr Stalistics
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was Submitted, representing the amount of
voluntary contributions raised during the year
at £170,000.

REPORT ON HYMNS.

The next subject on the programme of bus-
iness before tne House was the farther conside-
ration of the report of the Committee on Hymns.
A conversational discussion took place as to
whether the full consideration of the contents
of the bymn-book compiled by the committee
might not be delayed till next Assembly, and
ultimately, in view of the heavy roll of business
before the Assembly on Monday, this course
was agreed to.

Dr. Nisper afterwarda moved— * That the
General Assembly having counsidered the report
of the Committee on Hymns, appuint the hymn-
book now laid upon the table, as amended by
appendices also submitted, tv be sent to the
Presbyteries of the Church, in order that they
may report their opinion thereon before next
General Assembly ; in the meantime, they allow
this collection to be used in public worship
where ministers find it for edification, and
re-appoint the Committee—Dr. Boyd, convener.

Another motion was proposed, t¢ the effect
 that the General Assembly instruct the com-
mittee to send 2 copy of the hymn-book now
submitted to the clerks of the Presbyteries of
the Church, in order that each Presbytery
might have an opportunity of reporting ibeir
opiunion on the hymn-book before next General
Assembly.”

Uliimately tbe second motion wag adopted
as the dehiverance of the House, without a
division.

May 5lst.

Dr. Saits, North Leith, gave in the report on
the Endowment Scheme. The report stated
that the gross amount of funds hitherto received
for the Provincial Fund was £142,994, 0s. 7d.
The sums received by the general and locel
treasurers from May 1868 to May 1869 were as
follow:—1. On account of the provincial
scheme, £10,268, 3s. ; 2. On account of general
fund, £4690, 12s. 11d ; 3. On account of par-
ticalar church, £8733, 0s. 10d.; 4. Local
sunplements of nine chapels endowed within
the past year, £9900—total, £331,591, 16s. 9d.
Nine new parisbes had been ndded to the Charch
during the year. The towal number of newly-
erdowed parishes was now increased to one
hundred and forty, the crection on which has
been accomplished by the free and sustained
efforts of the Church, at a cost of not less thar
£528,000, besides the sums, in many cases
considerable, expended in clearing the way for
endowment by defraying debt secured on the
fabrics. On the motion of Dr. Wallace,
seconded by Mr. M‘Murtrie, St. Bernard's,
Edinburgh, the report was approved.

(The Moderator's address which followed was
so admirable and well timed that rather than
mutilate it we shall hold it over and give it
entire in next number.)

LOWER PROVINCES.
Usreensity oF New-Brunswick.—The Revd
Prof. Jardine, B. D., Sc. D., was sclected to deli-
ver the annual oration in honour of the founders
of the College. Hec cbose for his topic the
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history and constitution of Universities, spe-
cially the Brirish Universities, and in the course
of his learned and elaborate address pointed out
some defects in the organization of the Univer-
sity with which he is connected. The paper is
a valuable contribution to the literature of the
subject of which it treats, and fully sustains
Prof. Jardine's reputation for clear thinking and
vigorous reasoning,

Caxapa PaessyTemiay Capnen—In regard
to the use of instrumental music in Knox
Church Montreal, the Synod on motion of Prin.
cipal Willis came to the following delivrance :

“ Receive the reference , approve the conduct
of the Presbytery; and, while unwilling to
impute m'ended contumacy, regret that the Ses-
sion of Knox's Church, Montreal, should have
taken a position having some appearance of a
disregard of the Synod’s autnority ; declare, in
case of misunderstanding on this point, that the
decision leares the constitutional law as it exist-
ed before the late discussions; and that the
Presbytery was warranted in expecting of alt
sessions and congregations confurmity o the
existing order, until it shoald be modified or
altered in due course.”

PROPOSED REUNION OF THE OLD AXND
NEW SCHOOL PRESBYTERIAN CHUR-
CHES IN THE TNITED STATES.

A——"HE two assemblies met in New York
C? .fg on the 20th May, Melancthon N. Ja-
144 cobus, D. D., professor of Riblical
A Literaturein Alleghany College being
»> ctlected Moderate of the old school and
,_;,,‘” Rev. Dr. Fowler of Gtica Moderator
: of the New Scheol. After a long
discussion in the two assemblies the
following basis of reanion was almost
unanimously adopted, the vote in the United
bodies being 300 for to 8 against :

Plan of Re-union of the Presbyterian Church
in the Luited States of America.

Believing that the interests of the Redeemer's
kingdom would be promoted by the healing of
our divisions, and that the two bodies bearing
the same name, having the same Constitution,
and cach recognizing the other as a sound and
orthodox body, nccordiug to the principies of
the Confession common to both, cannot be jus-
tified by any but the most imperative reasons
in waintaining separate, and, in some respects,
rival organizations ; we are now clearly of the
opinion that the Re-union of those bodies
onght, as soon as the necessary sieps can be
1aken, to be accomplished, upon the Basis
hereinafter set forth :

i. The Presbyterinn Churches in the United
States of America, namely, that whose Gen-
cral Assembly convened in the Brick church,
in the city of New York, on the 20th of May,
1869, and that whose General Assembly met
in the church of the Covenant, in the same city,
on the same day, shail be re-united as onz
Church, under the name and sivle of the Pres-
byterian Church in the United States of Amer-
ica, possessing all the legal and corporate
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rights aud powers pertaining to the Church
previous to the division mn 1838, and all the
legal and corporate rigbts and powers which
the separate Churches now possess.

2. The Re-union shall be effected on the doc-
trinal and ecclesiastical basis of our common
Standards; the Scriptures of the Old and New
Testaments shall be acknowledeed to be the in-
spired Word of God,and the only infallible rule
of faith and practice; the Confession of Faith
shall continue to be sincerely received and
adopted as containing the system of doctrine
taught in the Holy Scriptures; and the gov-
ernment and discipline of the Presbyterian
Church in the United States shall be approved
as coantaining the principles and rules of our
polity.

3. Each of the said Assemblies shall submit
the foregoing Basis to its Presbyteries, which
shall be required to meet on or before the 15th
day of October, 1869, to express their approval
or disapproval of the same, by a categorical
answer to the following question:

Do you approve of the re-union of the two
bodies, now claiming the name and rights of the
Presbyterian Church in the TUnited States of
America, on the following basis, namely :—
“The re-uuion shall be effected on the doctrinal
and ecclesiastical basis of our common Stan-
dards ; the Scriptures of the Old and New Tes-
tamenis shall beacknowledged to be the inspi-
red woré of God, and the ounly infallible rule
of faith and practice; the Confession of Faith
shall continie to be sincerely rec-ived and
adopted »s coutaining the system of doctrine
taught in the Holy Scriptures; and the Guvern-
ment and Discipline of the Presbyterian Church.
in the United States shall be approved as con-
taining the principles and rules of our
polity.”

Euch Preshytery shall, before the 1st day of
November, 1869, forward to the State Clerk of
the General Assembiy with which itis connec-

1 ted, o statement of its vote on the said Basis of
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Re-union.

4. The said General Assemblies now sittiug
shall, after finishing their business, adjourn to
meet in the city of Pitisburg, Pennsyivania, on
the second Wednesday of November, 1869, at
11 o’clock A. M.

If the twp General Asseroblies shall then find
and declare that the above-named Basis of Re-
union has been approved by two-thirds of the
Presbyrteries connected swith each branch of the
Church, then the sameshall be of binding force,
and the two Assemblies shall take action ac-
cordingly.

5. The said General Assemblies shall then
and there make provision for the meeting of the
General Assembly of the united Church on the
third Thursday of May, 1870. The Moderators
of the two present Assemblies shall jointly pre-
side at the said Assembly of 1570 until another
Moderator is chosea. The Moderator of the As-
sembly now sitting at the Brick church, afore-
said, shall, if present, put 2ll votes, and decide
questions of order; nnd the Moderator of the
other Assembly shall, if present, preach the
opening sermon, and the Stated Clerks of the
present Assemblies shall act as Stated Clerks
of the Assembly of the united Cburch until a
Stated Clerk or Glerks shall have been chosen
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thereby ; and no Cummissioner shall have a
right 10 vote or d-liberate in said Assembly
until his name shall have been enrolled by the
said Clerks, aud bis commission examined and
filed mmoung the papers of the Assembly.

G. Each Presbytery of the separate Churches
s .all Le entitled to the same represeatation in
wse Assembly of the united Church in 1879, a3
1t is entitled to in the Assembly with which it
is now connccted.

ITALY.—ROME, THE POPE, AND THE COUNCIL.—
Accerding to ditrections given by the Pope, the
Thursday before Easter will be observed this
year througlwut the Catholic world with pecu-
diar solemnity. The reason of this is, that on this
year that day falls on the 25th of March, which
is also the annicersary of the Annunciation.
Apotber edict bas also brenissued ie Rome,
pamely, that fro'n tne 7°h to the 14th of Marca
ull catés, trattorias, and public piaces, shall be
shut from two Pyt ull sunset, in order that the
faithful may harve time afforded to them for at-
tending sermwons, cateclusiog, and o:ber reli-
gious services. There is only one class of of-
fices which is priviizged by being mad« an ex-
ception to this ril:, aund ihatis a class which
for many yeurs bas been the bane of Italy,
naraeiy, the offices of public lotteries!

Although acuve preparations a-e going on
for "¢ meeting of the Ecumenical Council yet
it i3 not at all certain that it wi'l take place on
the day originally appownted. The Pope him-
self expressed bis doubts on this matter to a
deputation of a socieiy that had bsen formed
for conveying water to Rome, gad who waited
on his holiness to thank h:m for allowiag it to
take the name of Lt Soci-td d+II'Acqua Pua.
Pius IX. is rapurted 19 have said, on trat oc-
casion, that the pre cat a-pect of the timesis
of such a characier twat 1t is very doub:ful
whether the peac: of Europe will b: so preser-
ved a3 to permit the meeting 1o take plice in
the moath of Dzcember. Ru.onn correspondents
meuation other reasons waich are likely to post-
pone this coancil. A great namber of bishops
have given various reasins whica they say pre-
vent them from atten ling, and those who are
opposed to the bold:ng of tns council maintain
that its importancs wiil depend oa the number
of members who are present.  Even among the
Colleg of Cardinals the Couacil has many op-
poncents, who think that the time has not yet
come when Rurope would receive its decisions;
and should th-se be slighted, the dignity of the
Church would be imoaired. Tuere is another
reason why such & couucil is not at all popular
with many of the cardinals. The idea origina-
ted with the Jesuits, who nowrule, mauage,
and dispose of all things. Were this council
really to met, it would form their greatest
triumph, and put the cope-stone to their power.
AMavy of the higher clergy, who have become
jealous of the power of the Jesuits, are therefore
ibrowing cvery obstacle in the way, so as to
prevent this gathering from taking place.
There is, besides, another difficulty which is
now presenting itself to those who are anxious
for the council. A counsiderable nuinber of the
French and German bishops have become wea-
ricd of their subjection to the power of Rome,
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and are desirous of emancipation ard the forma-
tion of National GChurches, If the Court of
Romse sce any probability of suca & question be-
ing brought before the couucil, it wiil not be at
all anxious to hasten forwurd its meeting.

SPAIN.—THZ EPISCOPATE AND RELIGIOUS LISERTY.
—As5 a sign of the times, I may mention that a
very interesting correspondeuce has been pu-
blisned botween the Bishup of Pamplons and a
professor in the College in that ciiy, ¢ The
Bishop hasg heard with great paia that the pro-
feasor is teaching doctrines not in accordance
with those of the Church;” and, with many
amiable expressions, * hopes that such & course
will not be continued.” To this ths professor
replies in a very few lines—*¢ that matters are
aow changed-—there is frecdom of education—
that he cannot allow any intecference in his
slasgses, and recognises only oae authority in
the matter of whuat he teaches—iis own cons-
cience.,” Please to remember that it i3 a Spanish
professor who thus addresses a Spanish bishop,
and that five months ago the Roman Catholic
Church reigned o:mnnipotent in Spain!

SsviLLe.—The sam2 correspondent writes ;:—

# This morniug Mr. Cabrera preached to an
andience winch filled every available spot in
the charch, hundreds b:ing unable to obtain
& imission, those who had seats baving taken
possession of them at tan o'clock and waited
till twelve, when the servics began. Saurtly
after six thiserening, Mr. Cabrera, Mrs. Clough
aand myself, were at tue church door, and we
found ths sexton sddressing the maltitude out-
side from the steps, entreatinx them to go home
peacsably, becaase of the bailding being alrea-
dy crammed. Mr. Cabrera had with consider-
able dificulty a passsge opwned for hun. The
municipality bave kindiy sent taree policemen
to stan! at the dooc outside to arrest any reac-
tionist disposed 1o create a disturbance. We
fee! thankful for this, because of the late atro-
cious crive perpetrated in the Cathedral at
Burgos.

Now, if in the coursc of twelve months the
Lorl had been pleased te 80 far bless our la-
Lbours a3 to inc'in» the hearts of multitudes to
attend the house of God, and further accommo-
dation were required, would not Gtristians
at home come forward to assist us? Weli, the
Lord in his mercy ha3 been pleased in three
months to reveal himself with might and power
in this city, in turning the hearts of men from
the idolatries of Rum: 10 embrace the one living
and truc way, even Jesus Christ our Saviour. I
cannot make any greater appeal than by giving
the above plain facts, Were it possible 10
translate Mr. Spurg-on’s Tabernacle bodily to
S:ville to-day, it wouid be a3 well filled as it
has ever been.'?

ApDRESS.—At & pic-nic given by the Bible
class of the Sabbath scholars of Ormstown, a
very affectionate address, signed by twenty-
nine members of the Bible class and all the
Sabbath schkolars, was presented to their Supcer-
intendent, the Rer. James T. Paul. The
address was received too iate for insertion in
its proper place,



