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be
found a short statument of
what the deputation are do-
ing who have undertaken
the daty of stirring up tho
liberality of the membirs of
the Church on behalf of
Queen's College. It is unncces.
sary, it would in fact be now out of
place, to adduce any arguments in
favor of the movement fur the
permancnt endowment of this in-
stitution, which Is at once so cioscly con-

nected with our Church, and has at the |

same time done so much to promote general
educaticn of a hizher standard thun could
otherwise have been obtained. Tor it
should not be forgotten, whila regarding
the University. from our pusition ax mem-
bers of the Church of Scotland in Canada,

that we must also look at it as Cavadians

anxicus for the spread of a libera! edues-
tion among our fellow countrymen,
whether these trace their origin to Seotlaud
or not. There is a double duty laid upon
the College—that which is due to the
Charch, i0 mise upan cducated ministry
to fill her vacant charzes, and that which s
due to the community in which it i«
placed. The circumstances under which
the Collexe was estabiished, the impussi.

bility at the time it was founded of provid- |
ing a liberal cducation for these whe did |
not feel themselves justified in confurning .

to the ecelesiastical rales and discipline of
the Church of England, which at that
time beld an imn grasp vver the funds
providad for superior edacation are ness,
well knawn, and must nat by averlooked
when the claims of Queen's Colleze arne

Iaid before the public. It would thus be |

2 mistake to confine the appeal to our
own people.  They, it is true, may be
considered as primarily interested in its
cfficient maintenance.  Its name is ideati.
fied with theirs; in honeur they aro bound
to sustsia it, in memory of what it has

done, even although from untoward circum-
stances, it may have fallen short of its just
» aimg, they shonld feel themselves called
. upon to place it in a more cfficient position.
. Bat it is not they alone who have derived
bencfit from its establishment and mainte-
nance, nor are the alamni and graduates, the
y only participants in its teachings. There
. 18 not onc of the learned professions in
" which Queen’s is not represented, but
. who can trace the impalse given to educa-
; tion by the Grammar Scheols taught by
. those who cobtained their instruction in
Queen's College and received within its
walls the thorough tmiring which enabled
them s» well to train others?  In this view,
. and webelieve it tobe only afair view to take
of it, the country at larme owes a deep
debt of gratitude to an institution which
has been misrepresented and abused as
utterly solfish and sectarian, and entirely
, opposad to the liberal spirit of the age.
Up till the time we write, the amount
" subseribed has reached $45.000. It is a
gondd earnest of suceess; bat it is not success
achicved.  Something of the feeling we
have indicated as that which should exist
has evidently been filt, as is clearly shown
- by the fact that members of other evange-
lical denominations besides our own have
contributed to the sam already promised.
The mare the cducatinnal necessities of the
i Province are knowa and realised, the more
numemus, we are persanaded. will be these
subseriptinns.  Bat such expectations must
y nnt beguile our own penple into relaxing
their cfforts or lessening their subseriptions.
Each Presbytery, cach Session, each
minister, every family, evers Church mem-
. ber should consider it a daty to place the
| Collexe in such a state of cfficicacy that it
y shall be sceond s no other inthe Daminion
{ of Canada, would we could say on this
Contiuent.
| Bat time is necessary for the wark tobe

| done. It is not one to be accomplished by

& sudden spasmodic effort. Systematic,
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steady, persevering labour isrequired. The
active co-operation of all must be given to
carry on the work. Enthusiasm may be
raised, and indeed to some extent 1s re-
quired, but enthusiasm is apt to evaporate
anless sustained by thorough conviction of
the necessity of the work being done
thoronghly. So far, we rejoice to say, it
has been done in earnest. The congrega-
tions visited have dome well. After the
excitement is over how much more will
they do? That is the crucial test of their
earnestness, and wesincerely trust that they
will prove that the confidencereposed in the
willingness—of the ability there wnever
could be any doubt—of the people to do
their part in this work will not he shewn
to have been misplaced.

A circular from the Convener of the | minds of ministersin r

‘made

!
!
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In a new country, so long as real pro-
perty is comparatively worthless, and there
is slight motive to litigation, the defects in
registration are not much realized ; but we
are treasuring up family feuds without num-
ber for the generations that are to come
after us, for wunt of a little attention to
these matters just now. For instance,
owing to the fact that in Upper Canada,
until the present year, no provision was
for the compulsory registration
of births and deaths, even the widows and
orphans of our ministers have had their
rights to participate in the fund, specially
created for their support, imperilled by the
want of legal evidence of births and deaths
in question. And if the importance of
registration did not force itself upon the
d to their own

Synod’s Gencral Committee has been I children, much less likely were they to

printed, which it is intended shall be placed | preserve a_record of the births of other
in the hands of each member of congrega- | people’s children. That the public are

tional committees.

- ———————— -

e i

@’??GT/EE have repeatedly called at-
é ’ §“ )ﬁ tention in these pages to
’ the need for improvement
in the registration laws
of these provinces. As
regards the Provinee of
[ Ontario, the importance
Y /2. of having complete statis-
3 tics has made itself so far
felt. that during the last session of the
local legislatare a Bill was passed which,
taking the circamstances of a new country
into account, seems to promise a near ap-
proximation to completeness. But why
should so vitally imporiant a matter as sta-
tistics be left to be regalated by the indivi-
dual provinces? Surely if there is any-
thing more nceessary than another to indi-
cate that the people of the different see-
tions of the Dominion are ong, it is that it
shall be possivle o classify them as one;
and how, 1t may be asked, can this be done,
if each province is to bave its own method
of gathering statistics, or no method at all
ifitchoose? To be able to ascertain the
true strength of the Dominien, or to esti-
mate its progress year sfter year, it is abso-
lutely necessary that one registration law,
complete in all its provisions, shall extend
over the whole Dominion. Until very re-
cently indeed, the Province of Quebee could
boast of the best registration law 1a the
provinces, imperfect as that was, but it is
now outstripped by Ontario, and nceds to
be aroused to the work of reform in this

particular.

|

beginning to wake up to the real gravity of
such neglect is manifest from the fact that
several corporate bodies have lately taken

tup the gquestion, namely, the Medieal

]
i
+
|
'
!

t Council of the Dominion, the Episcopal

Charch in connection with the Church of
England, and the Canada Presbyterian

! Church. It is to be hoped our Church will

also make herself heard on so important a
question, and that some Presbytery will
overiure the Synod on the subject.
Intimately connected with the question
of registration, is the marriage law in the
Province of Quebec, which is monstrously
onc-sided, giving such privileges and im-
munities to the Church of Rome, that its
existence in a British colony might well be
deemed incredible.  Why should the cleray
of the church of Rome be able to dispense
with proclamation of banns or a license
from the Governor Generl, by leave of their
bishop. any more than the clergy of tie
Church of England, by leave of theirs, or
the Presbyterian Churches by the leave of
their Moderater of Presbytery ¢ Then these
isthe anomaly »f the Government granting
a license and exacting a fee together with
a bond, that there is no impediment to
hinder parties t. a proposed marriage from
carrying out their wishes, and yet attach-
ing the responsibility to the clergyman
cclebrating the marriage, who has no right
to take bondsor even todemand a fee ! The
thing is monstrous and must be remedied
withoat delay. But leaving the absurditics
of the marriage law of Quebec out of
view for the nonce, we wish io point out
anew several defects in the registration law
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of the same province. The civil code, | of the penalty, imprisonment for a period

which is the regulation now in force in
these matters, does not make it imperative
that the age of parties to a marriage shall
be given, or the place of their birth, both
of which are demanded by the law of
Upper Canada, and both of which are
exceedingly important for statistical pur-
poses. But while matters so essential as
thege are left out, certain absurd thingsare
demanded, as for’ instance the consent of
parents or family councils, even in the case
of persons of full age, both male and
female, the object of which, as any one
acquainted with Roman Catholic countries
can see at a glance, is to make marriage so
complicated and difficult a thing that the
friendship and good offices of the priest-
hood must be propitiated in order to ob-
tain it ! in other words all the priest’s de-
mands must be met before he will perform
the ceremony. Neither docs the registra-
tion law demand that the age, birth-place,
exact residence, or disease of a deceased
person shall be recorded, whick is also a
glaring defect. But perhaps the most
defective feature in the whole system is
that it insists cn the registration of bap-
tisms rather than birthsand burials rather
than deaths—obviously with the view of
casting power into the hands of the clergy.
Now cvery body knows that there are
several classes of persons in the community
that do not baptize their young, the Ana-
Baptists, from peculiar religious views, and
the Jews, from the non-recogpition of
Christianity, besides the great number of
sceptical or indiffereat persons that con-
temptuously veglect the rite.  Any statis
tics, therefore, based on its celebration
must necessanily present an inadequate idea
of the actual births that eccar year after
year. We must obtain a law for the whole
Dominion, framed oun the principles of Mr.
Pardee’s Act for Ontario, which coustitutes
municipalities, or wards of them, registra-
tion districts, and provides that swithin
cight daysafterthe celebration of a marriage
the clergyman performing it shall report it
to the Registrar, for the insertion of which
he can collect the fee frem the parties he
wasTies, in addition to the ordimary mar-
Tiage 1.2 thot within eight days, dectors
are to report deaths or births, at which
they may have professionally attended ; and
also that pareats, guardians, or relatives
shall report births and deaths, in which
they are speeially interested ; a fineof $20,
lying against any one for neglect of duty
in this particular, 20d failing the payment

not exceeding 20 days. These are the
main features of the Act; and although
some of its details may be found on
esperience, imperfect and needing revisal,
on the whole it scems an excellent law, asit
is a great step in advance in that Province,
in which, exeept as regards marriage during
the last ten years, there has hitherto existed
or been practised, not even the semblance
of a registration law,

With regard to the apparent neglect oy
the late Presvytery of Guelph in furnishing
statistics of Home MMission work within
their bourds during the year 1868, animad-
verted upon in the last number of this
periodical, it is due to that Presbytery’s
good name to state that it was entirely
owing to the derangement in its operations
through the amalgamation with the Pres-
byteries of Hamilton and Niagara of a very
large portion of the Presbytery, before the
year was half done, that no return was
made or could be made at the close of the
year. In reference to its past Home Mie-
sion work, it may be said that very likely
it did not spend so much in the aggregate
as other Presbyteries did. Indeed it could
not well be otherwise, for three congrega-
tions within the bounds—Fergus, Galt,
and Guelph—had to bear the burden them-
selves, and they not very rich or strong,
But the Presbytery’s efforts were so well
directed and concentrated and attended
happliy with so much suceess, that during
the last five years it had more to show in
the way of results, in spite of the limited
means at its disposal, than perbaps any
Presbytery in the Church.

; the London Daily News
from the Rev. W. Arthur,
Principal of the new Wes-
leyan College, Belfast, which
calls attention to evils in Ire-
land, from the claim set up
by the Bishops of the Romish
Church to cmploy male and
female ecclesiastics, (we presume we may
cail both sexes by the one name) or in
other words priests and nuas, in schools
receiving Government aid. In Lower Ca-
nads such a system prevails, and with the
most injuricus effects. Such a thing as
entering the names of scholars on a school
roll, who merely attended one day for that

szf E republish a letter from

purpose; and for whom a claim was mads,
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and allowed by the Tducation Office, as if
they bad attended the whole term, is not
unknown. Wecommend the article, which
will be found at page 93, to the attention
of our readers. The Roman Catholic popu-
lation here, who have an opportunity of
being near good Common Schools, have no
desire any more than the rest of the people
to bave their children so imperfectly in-
structed as they are by the present system.
Until, too, all classes of the community can
be brought together and made to feel that
their prejudices are the fruits of igno-
rance of cach other’s good qualitics, we
can never espect 2 united national feeling
to spring up and flourish.

The Convener of the Committee on Sta-
tistics requests us to notify Clerks of Pres-
byteries to transmit their Statistical Re-
turas to him not later than the 1st of April.
So far as tiae above named officials are con-
cerned, we feel sure that it is unnecessary
to add anything to this notice. Xrvery one
" of them, we feel sure. will cheerfully com-
ply with the request, provided they are
furnished by the congregations with the
data. If all the congregational returns
have not yet been sent in, we would urge
the importance of filling up the returns
without delay. It is presumed that all
intend doing so, and the sooner the duty is
done the better. A punctual compliance
with this request will save the Convener
much time, and obviate an unl.nowa ¢uan-
tity of confusion. The work involved can
casily be done in half an hoar by the min-
ister and managers of each congregation.
Are they willing to devote that short space
of time to it? or shall we again have to
deplore the incempleteness of our statisties ?
Let each congregation feel that the report
cannot be completed without their return.

STATISTICS.

3, S there is now an effort
being made to collect re-
liable statistics of the
whole Chureh, it is to be
hoped that Sessions aund
Boards of Managers will
lend their assistance, as they
are in duty bound to do, so
that this very important part
of the Synod’s work may
for once prove asuecess.  Various attempts

THE PRESBYTERIAN,

have been made, but in vain hitherto, to col-
lect a full and complete statistical return of
the status of the Church. The fault does
not lie with those who have been appointed
for that purpose, but with Xirk Sessions,
who, for reasons best known to themselves,
have not complied with the Synod’s injune-
tions in this respect.

It is a fact that as a Synod or even as
Presbyteries, or, in some instances, as
congregations, we do not know ourselves,
and this arises from the unaccountable in-
difference that very largely prevails on the
question of giving a clear and full statement
of the state and condition of each congre-
gation by those who can and who shounld
doso. The Synod at its last meeting has
enjoined this to be done, and therefore we
hope that those concerned will give the
matter their earliest attention. Mr. Croil,
the Church’s very efficient Agent, is Con-
vener of the Synod’s Committee on Statis-
tics, but he, so far os we know, has no
method, except the ordinary one, for col-
lecting these statistics, so that his success
will depend upon the co-operation of Pres-
byteries and Kirk Sessions. With Mr.
Croil are associated the different Conveners
of the various Presbyteries’ Committees of
Statistics, and where there is no such com-
mittee, the Presbytery Clerks are to fill
up and forward to him the schedules which
have becn sent to every Kirk Session, but
it is evident that neither these Conveners
nor the Presbytery Clerks can make brick
without straw. Gave the straw, gentlemen,
and we can assure you that both the Pres-
byteries’ and Synod’s Committees will do
their work cheerfully and well. Kirk Ses-
sions, for on them the responsibility lies,
should at their earliest convenience fill up
and transmit these schedules to the appoint-
cd parties. The Convener of the Synod’s
Committee must have these before the 1st
of April, so as to afford him time to draw

! up and arrange such a report as may meet

the designs of the Synod’s landable under-
taking. We are convinced, from our own
past experience, and the experience of those
bodies who act umpon this plan, that the
labour expended in collecting and giving
to the Charch these statistics will be more
than repaid in the happy results that would
follow. The affairs of the Church are like
those of private individuals, in order to be
kept in a healthy condition they must be
known and acted on. HE
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Petos of onr Churel.

PrespYTERY oF MoNTREAL—Tbe qum:terly
meeting of this Reverend Court was held in St
Andrew’s Church, on Tuesday the 2nd ult,,
Rev. Dr. Jenkins and afterwards Rev. J. Fraser,
Moderator p. ¢. Owing to the fog prevailing
on the river at Lachine, the clerk and other
members of the Presbytery residing on the
south side of the St. Lawrence did not arrive
till late in the afternoon, so that only & littie
routine business had been got through with,
when the Presbytery had to adjourn to make
room for the missionary meeting in St. Paul’s
Church in the evening. .

On the following day reports from Criffia-
town and St. Lonis de Gonzague were given in.
The substance of Mr. Anderson’s report isre-
ferred to elsewhere, and he was reappointed to
Griffintown for the next threc months. Mr.
Niven was reappointed to St. Louis until the
first of May, after which date it was resolved to
employ a catechist there for six months, and
the clerk was iostructed to correspond with
the Stadents' Missionary Association for the
purpose of obtaining a suitable one. .

The Presbytery resolved to issue a circular
letter jntimating their intention of taking Mr.
C. A. Doudiet, student of Divinity, on trial
for license. It was resolved to increase the
clerk’s allowsnce to $10 & yeat, and a scale of
congregational payments was adopted with
that view. Mr. Campbell was appointed
Secretary-Treasurer to the Presbytery’'s H. M.
Committee, with the view of relieving the
convener of the care and troable of managing the
Committee’s funds.

The Presbytery having learned that Mr. W.
M. Black, Probationer, had expressed his will-
ingness to return and take charge of the mis-
sion in Griffintown, resolved to memorialize
the General Assembiy’s Colonial Committee
to send Mr. Black out under their auspices,
the Presbytery congaging to meet the ordinary
terms on which alone the Committee sends
missionaries to this ccuantry. The Presbytery
adjourned to meet on the first Tuesday of May,
atll am.

PreseyrErY oF Loxpox.—The Presbytery
of London met on Januery 6th. After the
usaal routine business had been trausacted,
a report from the Rev. Neil MeNish of his la-
bours within the bounds of this Presbytery was
read and approved, and the Moderator was in-
structed to certify that he had performed minis-
terial duty for the period of five months.  As the
congregations that receive the services of Mr.
McNish had wnot implemented their promises
the clerk was instructed to request them to send
in their contributious, with as litde delay as pos-
gible, so that the Presbytery might keep faith
with the Colonial Committee.

A financial statement from the Rev F. Nicol
of moneys intrusted to him was laid upon the
table, from which it appeared that there was a
balance in favour of the Presbytery of $143.97;
of this sam, $33 were ordered o be sent to the
Rev D, Strachag, being the balance dae for ser-
vices rendered to the Presbrtery in Glencoe.

{ The adherents of our church at Port Albert ap-
plied, through the Rev. Mr. Camelor, to be orga-
nised and received as a congregation. Mr.
Camelon, who had opened angd fostered the sta-
tion at Port Albert, stated that $400 had already
been subscribed towards the erection of a
church edifice and one acre of land given for a
site, and that it was specially with a view io
acqaire a proper title to this, and be enabled to
proceed swith their church building, that the peo-
pleof Port Albert desired to be received as a con-
gregation. The application was agreed to, and
Mr. Camelon appointed to take the necessary
steps to give it effect. The Presbytery agreed
to employ & catechist during the ensuing sum-
mer, and the clerk was instructed to engage one
of the students of divinity.

Arrangements were completed for holding mis-
sionary meetings in 21l the congregations withia
the bounds of the Presbytery,and a collection ap-
pointed to be taken up in aid of the Presbytery’s
Home Mission.

Aun application from the session of St. James’
church,London, for aid to the Colonial Committe
of the Church of Scotland, was censidered,
which was agreed to, and recommended to the
favourable consideration of the Committee.

Saopplies were granted to London and Wil-
liamsto a certain date,which the clerk wasautho-
rised tosupplement as circumstances required.

The following testimonial in favour of the Rev,
F._Nicol was reported by Dr. George, and adop-
ted:

This Presbytery cannot permit the present
occasion to pass without giving a fuller ex-
pression to their sentiments than i3 asually
given in £ Presbyterial certificate.

The Rer. Francis Nicol has been a member
of this conrt for a period of ten years. He
has during the greater part of that time dis-
charged the office of cierk to the Presbytery,
and bas performed the duties of that office with
singular ability and fidelity. Itis well known
that the Presbytery of London occupies a
larger space of ground than any other Presby-
tery of the Synod.  This of itself entails on the
clerl & great amount of correspondence and
travel. But both of these duties were ably and
faithfully performed by Mr. Nicol. He often
travelled great cistances, at an expense which
his limited means couls ill spare, and was
ever found, at the post of duty, aun efficient
servant of the Church.

The 1 istory of the congregation of Loundon,
of which Mr. Nicol has been the pastor, s well
known to this court. This bas been from
the ficst exceedingly untoward. Perhaps in
no place did the secession of 1844, produce
more disastrous cffects on any congregation
which continued to cxist than it did on this.
The few friends that remained attached to oor
Cburch, had no place of worship in the city,
and the supply which it received for a number
of years was so intermittent, that it tend-
ed but little to nnite the people together or
increase sadberents to our cause. But Mr.
Nicol soon after he camo here, by untiring ef-
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forts, both in Britain gnd in Canada, succeeded '
in raising a sum which warranted the people
of London in building a iomewhat expensive !
Churck, which be has left .ith an organized i
and united congregation within its walls. But '
in accomplishing all this, his successors in the !
ministry here will never be able to form an :
adequate idea of the toils and privations he has
bad to endure. But as these were cheerfully !
endured, acias we helieve from Christian !
motives, it would be an impertizence of this |
Courtto enlarge on them. It is, however, wivh
much satisfaction that we advert to a matter
on which we can really speak with a bigh de-
gree of freedom. We regard Mr. Nicholasa -
man of simple, sincere, and unaffected piety. ‘
We capnot doubt that his preaching the ever-
lasting Gospel, will be to an earnest Christian :
people, highly useful and acceptable, while bis .
finished scholarship and Christian deportment |
will shed a lustre on all his movements. Itis -
with extreme pain that we bave bidden him
farewell, and as our best wishes and prayers go
with him, so cur earnest hope is that, the
Great Head of the Church may soon appoint
him a place of labour in some other part of the
vineyard.

ST. PAUL'S CHURCH—MONTREAL.

HE members and office-bearers
of this church having gone to
work to get up 2 social en-

tertainment, a most successful one

was the result. This took place
on the 24th ult. in the basement
of the churcb, which had beex |
bandsomely decorated for the oc- |
casion. On the three entrances

. in the partition wall were inscrib-

ed in large old English characters, *St. An-

drew’s,” ¢ St. Gabriel's” *St. Mathew’s,” the
names of the sister Churches of St. Pauls
in this city. Betwecen these had been placed
illaminated texts of scripture, and on each
window was & transparency on which was
to be read some scripture motto. The pil-
lars of the room were entwined with ever-

greens, and b ce and there along the wall |
were wreaths of the same material. The
room preseoted a very attractive appear-

ance and the large number of people pre-.
sent made it look still better. In the far room !
were the tea tables, on which were displayed |
in great profusion and as temptingly as pos-
sible, almost everytbing that appetite could
desire. Besides the tes tables, otber tables |
were there, stocked with a great variety of
articles usefui and orpamential, needle-work
aund otherwise, round which the visitors seemed
to gather, and many sales appeared to be ef-
facted. The creature comforts having been at-
teaded to, the chair was taken by Rev. Dr. Jen-
kins. After an Anthem by the choir, the Rev.

Robert Campbell opened the meeting with

prayer.

Rev. Dr. JENKINS said that he should zow
read a veport of the history of St. Paul’s
Charch since be bad undertaken its incamben-
cy. Asa preface to it he would say that all of
good which had beon effected in the Church
was owing to the grace of God, and through

————— v Am o wa s e
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' as to the smount of spiritual

| pulses to induce them to lead holy lives.
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the instrumentality of the faithiul onesin the
Church. In this connection he would state
that the proposul to build 2 new church did not
emanate from the Minister, but was suggested
by elders and members of the Congregation. In
looking at the past bistory thereare two points

i of view, from which it must be considered—

thematerial, as to its funds, &c., and the moral,
good accom-
plished.  Referring in the outset to the
latter, Dr. Jenkins stated that in 1865
there were 1S new communicants; in 1886,
the mnst prosperous year of the Churca,
there were 89; whilst in 1867 and 1868, during
which time there had been no Church accom-
modation, services having been conducted in
the Normal School, there were 39 and 44 res-
pectively. The increase thus made in the last
four years was 211 ; while that of the year
1806 rendered it absolutely necessary that
a new Church should be bmlt. It was well,
however, that this large increase bad taken
place, for deaths and removals bad wmade their
inroads upon the Church, many old pillars in
the Church bad been removed by death; and
other wembers, who bad given promise of future
usefulness had been cut off in the flower of
their age. The names of Geo. MacKenzie,Jobn
Greenshields, Joseph M. Ross, and others, were
here referred to in affectionate and touching
terms. Youths, children and infants had been
transplaunted to bloom in Paradise. There is,
and must be sadness when we look at these
things, but it is not an unmixed sadness, for
they are gone to be ‘forever with the Lord.”
As is the case in all new countries, charches
lose members by frequent removals to distant
districts of country and to other lands. Bat
these, it is to be hoped, go where they may carry
with them principles to guide them, and im-
Be-
sides this there have been witharawals from
this church, to city churches, but so far as
these are concerned none of them have teen lost
to the Church of Scotland in Montreal. Some
20 families, containing 35 ccmmanicants and
80 individuals have transferred themselves to
St. Gabriel's : some of them are here to-night.
The blessing of their old friends follows them.
Four or five families with 10 communicants and
30 souls have gone from this church to tke
neighbouring Church of St. Andrew's. In the
success of these churches we rejoice ; for there
is work cnough bere forusall. Another Church
will soon be added to us, as fuir, but oot so
large as we. The son of the founder of St
Paul’s is expected to take charge of the Griffin-
town Mission. 1We rejoice in the present meet-
ing as & social opportunity for showing oar
friendly regard for the other churches under the
same Synodical rule as ourselves. Itis only by
brotherly kindness that we deserve to suc-
ceed. A criterion of a Church’s position is
the attendance of its members upon ordinances,
especially on the Lord’s Supper. By this we
ascertain her true strength. Since my 1 due-
tion here there have been 11 communion ser-
vices. At the last, on the occasion of the
removal of Dr. Snodgrass, there were 275 com-
municants. The atiendances since, have been
290,320, 323, 330, on three ocecasions in the
Normalschool 280, then 294. On the dedication.
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.of St. Paul's 318, and on the last occasion
333. On the roll left by Dr. Snodgrass the
number of communicants was 323. We have
now more than regained the position we held in
the old Church, baving now 420 on our roll.
In our congregation we have in addition 200
adult adberents, and 300 children, making
920 souls in about 260 families. During
the past four years, there have been made 7
distinct pastoral visitations, involving about
1,750 visits, besides 750 visits to the sick and
dying. This does not include visits of courtesy.
In 1865 there were 26 baptisms; in 1866, 40;
in 1867, 35; in 1868,37. In 1865 there were
14 burials; 1866, 23; 1867, 18; 1868,18. In
marriages thare has been for the last two years
a considerable falling off. In 1865, a broken
year, 7 couples entered the married state; in
1866, 16; in 1867, 13; in 1868, 9. Besides
these, six or seven young brides have lately
_joined the congregation, whom we bheartily
welcome amongst us. In the Sunday School
in 1865, there were 80 scholars in attend-
ance; in 1866, 73 ; in 1867, 135; and in the
last quarter of 1868, 151. The number of
teachers bas increased in proportion. The in-
crease bas been very large since the removal
to the present school rooms. Three months
sincea Young Men's Association was instituted
under most favouratle auspices, and now bas
over 40 members, It bids fair to be of great
benefit both intellectually and morally. The
Dorcas Society is now in operation. Occularde-
monstration has been had io-night of the revi-
vication of this excellent part of the working
machinery of our Church. Upwards of $600
oas been expended by the members of this So-
<iety during the last four years. In the same
period $2,588, bave been raised for the Home
Mission Fuad; S771 for the Ministers’ Wid-
ows and Orpbans Fuond; $680 for the Bur-
sary Fund; and $439 for the French Cana-
dian Mission. Fer the Sunday School $201
have been expended, and the children bave col-
lected $320 for Missionary purposes. But, add-
ing this all together we have scarcely $5,000 col-
lected for the Schemes of the Church, a sum not
large if we look at the means of the congrega-
tion and the claims of the country. $1,500 of
this has been collected by special efforts to as-
sist the Temporalitics' Board chiefly in losses
sustained by the failuore of the Commer-
cial Bank. It bas been deemed advisable
to send ont forms for subscription to the
varions Schemes of the Church’s work.
These will be isssued in a few days and it
is to be hoped that they will be well fill-
ed. Now let us consider the state of the
Building Fund, the subscriptions raised for it,
and its present indebtedness. The cost for the
site of the Ghurch was $11,241.25, of the brild-
ing itself, so far, $54,786.92, being a total of
$66,028.17. To meet this there was received
from the sale of old St. Panl's Church $24,140.
35 ; subscriptions to the Building Fund paid ia
$22,214.635; public collectionsfor the fund,$678.
70;interest on money $389.19;ia sl $47,422.8¢,
leaving es a balance due $18,605.28. As s set-
off to this there are notes of hand and uncol-
lected subscriptions, considered good,amounting
to 4,000; so that we shall in reality owe on the
building $14,605.28. To meet this it has been .e-
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solved that there shall bethree colleetions a year.
To complete the tower will cost eight thousand
dollars, and towards this one gentleman has
promised g bandsome sum, another bas offered
to put in & bell. The organ cost $4,000 of
which $200 is still owing, $150 of the sub-
scriptions to this fund bave yet to be collected.
The prospects of the church’s future are not
dark ; of the 900 sittiugs in the church 760
have beca let; the income of the church is
$6,500, and its expenditure including the pay-
ment of interest about $6,000. He could not
conclude without expressing his thanks to the
Head of the Church for the present favourable
position of St. Paul’s Church, and his gratifica-
tion at the large number of persons present on
this occasion.

Rev. Messrs. Campbell of St. Gabriel's, and
Pator of St. Andrew’s congratulated the min-
ister and members on the report just read, and
signified the pleasure they had in attending
the meeting. Several anthems aud solos were
then sung under the efficient direction of the
Organist Mr. Pearce, after which the mceting
dispersed.—Montreal Herald.

PRESBYTERY OF MONTREAL.

Houe Missionany MEeTING.—On the 3d ult., the
Home Missionary meeting of the Presbytery of
Montraal was beld in St. Gabriel's Church. The
meeting was beld under the presidency of the
Rev R Campoell, who said that inasmuch as
this was the day for the monthiy Congregational
Missionary Meeting it was he thought, advisable
to mention the fact thatduring the month there
had been collected $28, with one list to be gsent
in, which, if it was only equal to its average,
would make a total for the month of $35, an
increase upon any previous month. This he
attributed to the sending round of missionary
reports. During the year $600 bad been col-
lected for missionsry purposes, a large propor-
tion of which had been raised by the quarterly
collections. The Church here was made up of
142 families, numbering about 600 persons, 217
of whom were communicants, and they for
Church purpeses had mised during the year
$3,000. In this respect he considered the
Church had done well. They had sent a band-
some sum to & needy Church in the West ; had
remitted $40 to the Sherbrooke Missjons; to
the Griffintown Mission had subscribed $50,
and a similar amount to the Churck at La-
prairie. Besides this the children of the Sabbath
School, numbering about 132, supported 3 little
Indian girl nawmed Maagie Campbell, in ad-
dition to which they had sent her & handsome
present this year. The rev. ,entleman made 8
further appeal on behalf of the Church at La-
prairie and St. Louis de Gonzague. He said
that in Griffintown there was a large field for
missionary work, which was being successfully
prosecuted, and be looked for it that next year
they would be bolding & missionary meeting of
their own. The missionary in this department
had said in his report that there were one hun-
dred and cighty fumilies of Presbyterian parent-
age, about onc¢ hundred and fifty of whom were
in no way connected with any Church. He
hoped that the missionary work of this Presby-
tery might soon extend to Colbhorne Avenue and
Hochelags, where & good ficld presented itself.
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He regretied the absence of some gentlemen
who had been expected. Rev. Mr. Ross, of
Chatbam, one of the deputation, was not pre-
gent, but he koew there must be some sub-
stantial reason for his absence. He hoped,
however, that the remarks to be made by Mur.
Ross, of Dundee, like the fiery-cross which
used to he sent round by the chieftain in times
of war to the members of his clan to rouse
them for battle, would rouse the audience to
still greater exertions in mission work. He
then calied upon the Rev, Mr. Ross.

Rev. Mr. RUSS said that he was very much
gratified with the report given by Mr. Campbell.
He was no flatterer, but he would say that this
Church bad deone well. The amount collected
was the largest within the bounds of the Pres-
bytery. He hoped his hearers would not feel
too proud on account of their preeminence, but
would go on and prosper in their missionary
efforts. .As to Home Missions there was still
work to ba‘done within the limits of the Pres-
bytery. Hpshowed that Laprairic must have
assistancé. Hebad thought it a wild notion to
have a chaurch in Griffintown, but now that the
matter had been explained to him he felt con-
vinced that the work there mastbe prosecuted,
and he woald be recreant to his duty, did he
not say so. A missionary must be kept at St.
Louis de Gonzague, and here were three fields
of usefulness which must be supported by pray-
ers, sympathy and money. Besides these, the
world was the mission of the Church, the
knowledge of Christ must be made known to
all. The command was to preach the Gospel
to every creature.
the Church of Scotland bad missionaries in
India, the Church of Nova Scotiz had one in
India and one in the South Seas, but the church
in Canada had none, and it was high time for
them to be doing something. At present; church
work was attempted to be carried on too cheap-
Iy. Everything in connection with religion
was dear. Salvation cost no less & sum than
the blood of Christ, and it was bounden upon
the Church to do still greater things for the
cause of Christ.

The meeting was closed with the beaedic-
tion.

HosTtixepox.—The meeting at Huntingdon
was held in the church on the 25th Japuary.
Alr. Wallace, the respected pastor of the con-
gregation, occupying the chair. There appeared
as 8 deputation from the Presbytery of Mon-
treal, the Rev. R. Campbell, of St. Gabriel's,
Montreal, Rev. D. Ross, Dundec, and the Rev.
J. S. Lochead, of Elgin and Athelstane. The
Rev. Mr. Anderson, of Montreal, was through
family affliction prevented attending. Afier
devotional exercises, conducted by the chair-
man, the annual statement of the affairs of the
congregation was read. From this it appears
that there are now in Huntingdon alome 104
fawmilies in connection with the Church, exactly
tbe same number as existed at the time of Mr.
Wallace's settlement, twenty-three years age

The rev. gentleman said | 300 persons present.

i the chair, and explained the purport of the
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bourhood altogether. During the last year, 13-
persons have been admitted communicants, and
10 bave been removad, five by death and five
by leaving the bounds of the congregation.
There were 43 baptiems, a sign that the popu-
lation is rapidly increasing, and 18 burinls. He
bad made 97 pastoral visits since September,
and had given fortnightly service at Port Lewis,
whicl were well attended. The congregation
contributed to the schemes of the Synod during
the year €65, to the Red River relief fund
$16.33, and to stipend $372, besides the ordi-
nary working expenses, precentors and church
officers’ allowance.

The meeting was addressed during the even-
ing by Mr. Lochead on the general duty of the
Christian Church to be missionary; by Mr.
Campbell, on the special duty of congregations
to aid in carrying on the Svnod operations, and
by Mr. Ross on the duty of «rery church calling
itself Christiap, te engage in foreign mission
work. At the close, a collection of $15 was
taken up, in addition to which the sum of
$14.10 was collected by Misses Sheriff and
Anderson, making in all $29.1¢C for the Presby-
tery’s Home Mission Fund. The meeting was
a large and a hearty one, and evinced great
sympathy with the enthusiasm of the different
speakers on the great question of helping to
spread abroad the influences of the Gospel of
Jesus Christ.—Huntingdon Journal.

OausTowx CoNerEGATION.—The annunal mis-
sionary meeting of this congregation was held
on Tuesday the 28th Jan. There were about
Dr. Anderson occupied

meeting. After religious services were con-
ducted by the minister of the congregation and
the Rev. J. £ Paul, the chairman introduced
the Rev. Robt. Campbell, of St. Gabriel's
Church, Montreal, who add:essed the audience
on the gubject of Christian missions in general,
and of this church in particular. After which
Mr. Clarke delivered an address showing the
reasons why those before him should take o
deep interest in the great work of efficiently
maintaining the Kingdom of Christ in the
world.

The following are the statistics of the con-
gregation :—No. of families, 142 ; of souls 764;
of communicants 309; Baptisms 41; Burials
29; Marringes 8; Bible Class 28; Sabbath
School scholars 182; Teachers 29; ordinary
Sabbath colleciions §157.30. Total for local
gospel ordinance and outside mission work
$$34.72. In addition to this, the congregation
is engaged in contributing $7000.00 towards
the erection of a new church, much of the
material for which is already on the ground,
and will be buiit during the coming summer.
There was no collectien taken up on ths oc-
casion, as the congregation has adopted the
schedule system, by which $14 was raised so far
for the Presbytery and $1S for the Widows’ fund

ELGIy Axp ArmeLstaze.—The meetings of

in Bvntingdon, Elgin and Athelstane, all uni- | this united congregation were held on Wednes-

ted. These two latter bave, during the past
summer, been united into one self-sustaiming
congregativo, nuwbering about 90 fumilies,
while a few families represented in the com-

day the 27th of January, at the former, at 10
a.m., and at the latter, nt 7 p.m., the Rev. J.
8. Locbead, minister, presiding at both. The

{ carlv bour at which the former was held, to-

munity in 1845 bave removed from the neigh- + getber with the heavily drifted roads, made the
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‘meeting small ; but thougk small it contained
-a good representation of the strength of the
congregation, consisting mainly of the heads of
families. The meeting was addressed by
Messrs. Wallace, their oid minister, and Camp-
bell of Montreal; and at the close a collection
<was taken up amounting to $4.25. The meet-
ing at Athelstane was much larger, it having
bad the advantoge of being held in a village
and at a more seasonable hour. Suitible ad-
dresges were given by the same speakers as at
Elgin, and the collection at the clogse amounted
to §$5.17. At both stations the people are in
an encouragingly hopeful state and have beguan
well in their netw relations as a united congre-
gation, having mcie than implemented their
engagements to their minister. Infature years
Elgin wiil be entitled to a sepirate evening
for its missionary meocting.

Doxpsg, Q.—The araual missionary meeting
of this congregation was held on the evening of
Tuesday the 26th Januury, Rev. D. Ross, pastor,
in the chair. Although the day had been stor-
my the attendance was large, almost filling the
quaint little old church. Addresses were de-
livered by the Rev. A. Wallace, Huntingdon,
-on the subject of the daty of the church gene-
rally towards missions, and by the Rev. R.
Gampbell, Montreal, on questions affecting the
interest of our own church in particular. As
the schedule system had been lately introduced
into the corgregation, no collection was taken
-up on the occasion. Dauring the past year the
people have raised $4000, for the erection of a
new church, over and above discharging their
ordinary obligations. They are entitled to all
praise for the manuner in which they have gone
about this enterprise. Determined not to be
satisfied with darn-yard architecture, they are
building a church which would be a credit to
any community, which will when finished cost
at least $7000, and this almost wholly at their
own expense, although tbey number only some
hundred families. The church is a marvel for
those parts. It is cruciform like the new St.
Paul’s, Montreal, or rather T-shaped, red brick
faced with white. Standing alone as it does, on
the side of a kooll, with scarcely & house in
sight, its graceful form and airy spire strike
astonishment into the mind of the beholder as
he suddenly emerges from a valley or a clump
of woods from this or that point of the compass.
None of the huge perish churches which rear
their giant forms above the surronnding vil-
lages, which dot the level plains of the Pro-
vince of Quebec, noteven the great Parish
Church of Notre Dawme in this city itself, pro-
duces a stronger impression when compared
with its surroundings. Indeed, looking at this
<church and the improvements about the manse,
leads one in imagination back to that period in
the history of Scotland when the church and the
manse were the great centres of refinement and
taste, shedding their Lenignant influence on all
the surrounding comunity. The present pas-
tor, Mr. Ross, is evidently making is presence
felt in the external aspect of things, as it i3 be-
lieved he is also in things spiritual.

GeorgErows.—The collection in this congre-
gation, after an address by Dr. Jenkias,
amounted. t0.$19. They had also just raised
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$54 for the Temporalities Board, and contributed
$153 to the Dundee Church building fund.

LacHisE,— At the missionary meeting on the
evening of the 1st ult., addresses were delivred
by Rev. D. Ross, Dundee, and Rev. A, Wallace,
of Huntingdon, and at the close the collection
dmounted to S21.

Uxiteo MgETING OF St. ANDREW'S AND Srt.
Pavr's Cacrces.—The meeting was held this
year in St. Paul's, on the evening of Tuesday,
the 2nd ult., but the night b:iog stormy, and
several competing assemblies being held on the
same eveniug, it was not so large a3 might have
been and ought to have been. Dr. Jenkins
occupied the chair, and a long and earnecst
address was delivered by Rev. D. Ross of Dun-
dec.  The collection taken up at the close
amounted to about $30.

Larrarie.—Owing to the severe storm pre-
vailing on that day, the missionary meeting ap-
pointed to be held on Wednesday, the 3rd ult,,
did not take place; but arrangements are to be
made to hold one at an early day.

GrirrinTOWY, MoNTREAL.—This mission of
the Presbytery of Montreal coatinues to pros-
per. The Rev. Mr. Anderson, lately arrived
from the Presbyterian Church in Ireland, has
been doing good service in connection with it
during the last three months; and all that is
needed to give the station at once the impor-
tance snd dimensions of an organized congre-
gation i3 a church, as the missionary has already
ferretted out u sufficient number of families, be-
longing to the locality and whose connection
with other congregations is very slender, to
form a large congregation. The great deside-
ratum of a church is, however, in a fair way of
being provided, the contract for it being now
let fur $4371.60, exclusive of pews and pulpit,
which can be made more or less cxpensive ac-
cording to the need. T! : church is to be built
from the design of Mr. T. S. Scott, architect,
who also superinteuds the erection of it, and is
to be & plaia, neat, substantial brick building
without a spire, to seai 600 persons. In con-
nection with this it is pleasing to nofice that
the Canada Presbyterian Church have appa-
rently given up the intention of planting a
church in the same part of the city, and have
rather directed their attention to Mile-End in
the St. Lawrence suburbs. This evinces the
wright spirit. When there is plenty of scope for
“Bath to operate in without any likelihood of
their -distributed efforts overtaking tbe whole
ground, what folly to be attempting to check-
mate each other! It is surely morz important
that the ignorant should be instracted and the
erring reclaimed, and that sound Preshy-
terian principles should obtain wide exten-
sion, than that the peculiar shibboleth of any
patticular branch cf that system should be held
paramount. We wish God speed to the effort
at Mile-End, fer itis well-known a Presbyterian
Church is much required in that neighbor-
hood.

Gait, Oxt.—The following gentlemen, no-

minated by the Kirk-session, were chosen by
the congregation of St. Andrew’s Church for

elders on the 14th ult.: Wm. Osborne, H.
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McCulloch, T. S .Fisher, D. Biyth, Augus Ken-
nedy and Jas. Pollock.

UsnaBruck, Oxt.—The report of this congre-
gation for 1868 has been received. It presents
aun encouraging state of things. It refers feel-
ingly to the translation of their late minister,
Mr. Dobie, to Lindsay, and thankfully to the-
services of their new minister, Mr. Mullan.
During the year they have paid off their debts,
and they are now freeand independent. Long
may they remain so. The whole income and
expenditure amounted to $753.25 of which
sum $121.34 was raised by Sabbath collections.

. St. AxpeEw's CHUrch, MarkHAM.—On the
evening of Tuesday, the 26th January, the Sab-
bath School pupils of St. Andrew’s Church,
Markham, were treated by their teachers and
friends to an entertainment at the Manse, which
they seemed greatly to enmjoy. The occasion
was taken advantage of, also, by the older
members of the congregation to give their
minister and his family a * surprise,” which
added greatly to the throng at the Mause, and
1o the interest of the evening. After partaking
of the bountiful supply of good things with
which the table was laden, they engaged for a
time in singing Sabbath School Hymus, under
the cficient guidance of Mr. Matthew Smith,
and Miss Mary Barker, who presided at the
piano. After sometime spent in singing, the
juveniles were summoned to twitness the won-

ders of the * Magic Lantern.” This department
was saperintended by Mr. H. H. Hutton, the
worthy master of the flourishing Grammar
School, who acted as master magician on the
occasion. Not only were the * juniors " in rap-
tures at the wonderful revelations of this re-
markable icstrument, but the “seniors™ also
were highly delighted. This part of the even-
ing’s cntertainment being over, the company
were again regaled with  the harmony of
sweet sounds”™ both voecal and instrumental.
Miss Mary Barker sang several Scottish songs,
as few can sing them, accompanying the voice
with the soft tones of the piano.

After a few remarks by Mr. Campbell, thank-
ing them, cne and all, for their friendly visit,
and for the substantial tokens of kindness that
evening given, and hoping that such a visit
would bave the effect of binding them wmore
closely together as pastor and people, and thas
mako them more cfficient in carrying forward
the great and glorious work in which they were
engaged, the exercises came to a close, and all
returncd to their homes, well pleased with the
eveaing's entertainment.  (The financial value
of the surprise amounted to about seventy
dollars.) It-should be added on this sub-
jest, that the Cashel section of the congrega-
tion, some time ago, also gave their miuister &

 surprise,” bountifully replenishing larder and ‘

granary with substantials of life for man and
beast, amounting in value to atleast twenty-five
dollars.

GrorGINA.—We are pleased to learn that the
congregation of Georgina, with its usnal liberali-
1y and grenerosity, presented Mr. G. Buraficld,sta-
deat of University College, Toronto,with a parse
of nearly $40, as a mark of the high regard
which thecongregation entertains of bis services

during the vacation last summer. -
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Many of our more wealthy congregations-
would do well to imitate the generosity and zeal -
which so highly distinguish the congregation
of Georgina,

SpeNcerviLLE.—On the evening of the 2nd
ult., a meeting was held in Spencerville in con-
nection with the Endowment of Queen's Col-
lege. At the close of the meeting, the Rev.
Mr. 3ullan, on returning home, found the
Manse occupied by a “ Surprise Party,” com-
posed of many of the leading members of the
congregation of Spencerville and Mainsville. Af-
ter asumptuous supper had beenquickly laidand
bad received due attention from those present,
Mr. William Stitt, in a few graceful and ap-
propriate remarks, presented, on behalf of the
congregation, a purse containing over eighty.
dollars to the Rev. Mr. Mullan. Mr. Mallan
suitably acknowledged the tribute of good-
will from the people, and expressed the hope
that the harmony and zeal which had been-
shown by them in the past would characterize
their labours in the future. The Rev. Messrs.
Smith and Gordon, who had attended the
meeting in the evening, briefly expressed their
delight at being present on this interesting oc-
casion, and while bearing testimony to the
high esteem in which Mr. Mullan was held by
his co-presbyters, hoped that the cordiality
which bad hitherto existed between pastor and-
people might long continue.

Etpox.—The Church of Scotland Sabbath
School of Eldon celebrated its annual Soiree on-
the third February. Tea was served ia the
Town Hall, after which the company adjonrned:
to the adjoining church,where a richintellectual
feast was heartily enjofed by old and young..

The Rev. Niel McDougal occupied the chair.
On the platform were the Rev. Messrs. Muir,
Galt; Cochrane, Port Hope ; McTavish, Wood-
ville, and Sheriff McDougall, Lindsay. After the
Chairman’s opening remarks, the Rev. Mr. Muir
delivered an eloquent address upon missians.
AMr. Gochrane followed on another portion of the-
mission Field. Mr. MeTavish carnestly cnfor-
ced the duty of Christian liberality. Sheriff Mc-
Dougall more particalarly addressed the young
on the privileges they possess and the use
they ought to make of them. The lond and
frequent applause demonstrated how cordially
the cloquence of the severnl speakers was ap-
preciated by the acndience. Qut of the pro-
ceeds, S0 were haanded over to the Treasurer
of the Building Commiitee of the congregation.

Corywart.—A deputation of St. Joho's-
(Presbyterian) Chureh, Cornwali, Ontario, con-
sisting of 3Messrs. Sherif Mclntyre, Alex.
McDougall, Wm. Ross, James Bsthune, R. W.
Macfarlane and D. B. McLennan, waited on
the Rev. Niel McNish, M.A., Assistant Pastor
of the Church, on Saturday evening, the 201h,
ult,, and presented him with a pulpit gown on
behalf of the congregation. The presentation
was made by Mr. McLennsn in a few well
chosen words, to which Mr. M¢Nish, made 8
brief but feeling and eloguent Teply. The gown
was from the establishment of Messrs. Gibb &
Co, of Montreal and was of the Hnest descsip-

. tion procurable in Canada.

Lax Associarios.—The annoal meeting of
this corporation was held in St Andrews.

-
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‘Church on the evening of the 8th ult., J. L.
Morris, Esq., Senior Vice-President, in the
chair. The meeting *was opened with prayer
by the Rev. A. Puaton. Mr. A, McPherson was
appointed secretary pro. fem. The attendance
being small, owing to a want of a general noti-
fication, it was resolved toadjourn until the
evening of the 15th, to admit of notice of the
meeting being given from the city pulpits ; Mr.
Peter Larmonth being meanwhile appointed
Secretary-Treasurer for the current year.

The adjourned meeting was held on the eve-
ning of the 15th inst., whean the following were
elected office-bearers: J. L. Morris, President ;
A. McPherson and A. B. Stewart, Vice Presi-
dents; Board of Management—J. S. Hunter,

~Geo. Templeton, R. A. Ramsay, W. Darling,
Jjua., J. McPhail, Robt. Kerr, and David Fraser.
Pablishing Committee— Dr. Jenkins, Convener;
the President, ex-officio, Rev. R. Campbell, Rev.
A. Paton, and James Croil. Esy., Morrisburg.
* The finances of the Association were found to
be in a healthy condition,—Mr. J. Wardlow,
who has kept the Presbyterian accounts for the
last year, having done so in 2 manuner satisfac-
tery to all. The operations of the Association
‘being now confined to the maintenance and
management of the Presbyterian, a loag conver-
sation was carried on as . to the best means of
conducting it, and « strong determination was
evineed to make it more and more efficient, and
-50 command for it 2 wider circulation.

Tae YounG Mex's Associations or MONTREAL,
—There is an Association connected with each
of the city churches, composed of the young

men belonging to these several congregatioas,
the object of which is to promote the mental
and moral improvement of thc members, and
to combine their offorts in the way of forward-
ing the interests of these cougregations and
the Church generally. The meetings during
the winter have been very spirited, and it is to
be hoped that the result will be that the young
men will receive an impulse in the direction of
solid thought and fluent speech, and also be-
come zcalous and intelligent and carnest-work-
ing members of the Church, when it becomes
their turn to take the lead in its affairs.

HOME MiSSION FUND.

Fergus, per Rev. George Macdonnell........... [i3H
Smith’s Falls, per Rev. Solomon Mylne........ 30.00
Godecrich, per Rev. David Camelon. ....... ... 700
Whuby. per Mr. James Bamilton.e.ee......... ri]
Georgelown, per Dr. Muin. .. veeieeiicinannnnn 00

£ K
JAMES CROIL, Treasurer.
Morrisburgh, 2)th February, 1559,

Norr.—Tho sum oc;rcndcd by the Guelph Presby-
tcxg'_ insupportof i Home ssions, for the year
<xding Ist June, 1565, was $303.14.

FRENCH AISSION FGND.

Leith, por Rev. Alexander Hanteruuaeeeeeeenns $8.00
Northeasthope, PerJsmes CroRTCT veveneanan.. 4.00
A donation from N. Farlinge, Esq., por Rorv.
Donald Roxs, Dundot. ceveenreennnvaececanenns 5.06
Terth, per Rov., Wi, Baine e e ceee e ceaeeanonn 21.00
ARCHL. FERGUSON, Treasarer. -
N, Ter.
Montreal, 22ad February, 1579,

BGRSARY AND SCHOLARSHIP SCHEXE.
St;éndmw's Church, Terth, per Rev. William

- 1 PR +3 seesssessssrsnveeney
JOHN PATON,

- Kingston, 17th Feb., 158, e
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QUEEN'S COLLEGE ENDOW)JIENT FUND.

In the following list only°cash reccipts are acknow-
ledged, the sums given being the full payment of sub-
scriptions, except when they are noted as instalments
or interoest.

Comparatively few subscriptions by instalment a
pear so far, because the first payment on those made
to this date, is not duc until the 1st of April next

Congregational Treasurers, and others, are particu-
larly requested, when making up their detailed stato-
ments of remittances, to_follow the mode of entry

adopted below. W.IRELAND, Treasurer.
Queen's College. } ht
Kingston, Ont., 20th Feb., 1569. i
KINGSTON,
Edward H. Hardy, infull............ §500.00
Hilary Dupuy, [+ 1 T 2.00
George Hardy, do .......... 20.00
Joseph Watson, do ......e... . 200
. W. Freeman, do ... .. 10.00
Ailan Macpherson, do ............ 40 00
G. Robertson & Son,do  ............ 20.00
David Gray, do ..iiieneenn 100
Samuel Muckleston, do ......... .. 150.00
John 8. Muckleston,do ... . ...... 50.00
John Carruthers, Revenue 1869-70.... 100.00
Alexander Guun, do do .... 100.00 £995.00
OTTAWA.
Allan Gilmour, in fall............... £1000.00
James Gordon, 1st instalment on Sl 25.00
William McClymont, in full..... ceeee 2000
John Leslie, do .......... 25.00
John Manuel, . do .......... 20.00
David Scott, do . ........ 10.00
Matthew Patterson, do .... ..... 10.00 §1110.00
TORONTO.
Adam Wilson, infull................ $§10.00
Richard Grabame, in full............ .10.00
C. C. Erskine, do ...... 10.00
T. M. Pringle, 1st instalment. . 200
Robert Buchan, in full... N 1.00
Dr. Reeve, do . 1000
John Kerr, do ..... - 25.00
George Henderson, in full.. . 1000
Edward Shear, o .- 1.00
Gearge Keith, do . 1000
Hugh Mathewson, [ [+ J . 50.00
Frederick Milligan, 1st instalment... 5.00
Aggie Cameron, in fulle.c.eaooon.. 5.00
James F, Smitk, do ........ .... 50.00
Andrew Mercer, do ...cieieinenn 100.00
Angus Dallas, [+ 1+ J R 20.00
Angas Clark, L U T 10. 0
John S. Marshall,do . .... 5.00
John Bain, L T 5000+
W. H. Dow, [+ S 10.00
William Gibson, d0 «...cceeeeenens 5.00
JohnJacques, do . .. ... 5000
AMrs. (Judge) McLean, int. one year..  32.00
James Michie, infull.. ... .ce...... 1000.00
Rev. Dr. Barclay, 1st instal. on §500 100.00
Lilla Brady, in fall.ceeeeees cennase. 10 i
John Renilson, in fall.. ....c...e... 5.00 S1535.00
Total.ccevaanns £3710.00
MINISTERS’ WIDOWS AND ORPHANS FUND.
Bowmanrille, per Rev. A, Spenser.cceeees vaes $5.00
Arnprior, per Rev, P, Lindsaf.. coeecevenecanas 1200
Cornwall, do IH.Umyuhary, D.D.......... 20,00
ornby. do Wm. Sewart ccevviinnens <00
Markham, <o JohaCampbell..... <. «.e 1200
Packenham,do  Alexander Mann........ .. 1300
Ixith, do_ Alexander Haunter......... 16.00,
TWoolwich, per Alr D. Chambems. ceeee wnveene 6.00
Kincardine, per Rev. John Ferguson..oao..... 600
Stratford, do James George, D.D....ee.. 1200
Almonte. Ao J.GOrdoR.ccecaces conennen 16.00
Nottheasthope, per James CreaiTeeecevees 500
Yaprairie, do John Bart.c..eaaeeans 4.00
St Louis de Gonzague, por Rev. H;r:‘h Nevin.. 1450
Noutawasags, per Rev. Alexander McDonsld.. 1200
Williamsburg, do Joha Daridsox........ 1200
Fergus, do George Macdonnoll.... 2400
Y¥hitby, do K. Maclennan.. « 19
Renfrew, do GeorgeiThomso < 1444
Yorth, do Yilliam Bain. . 240
King do JohnTawse..... ceeeee 2%
5244
ARCH. FERGGSON, Tresasarer.

Montresl, 22ad Febrosry, 1889,
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: @orresyondence.

ENDOWMENT OF QUEEN'S COLLEGE.
To the Editor of the Presbyterian.

2 IR,—Although most of your
readers will have learned
from the newspapers some-
thing of the progress that has
been made in behalf of this great
undertaking, it seems proper
that I should give in your pages
an account of what has been
done. It would be easy to
extend thxs notice to almost any length, but the
difficulty of finding a spare bour must be my
excuse for brevity.

At the meeting of Synod, speaker after
speaker reiterated the urgency of two things.
First, that Kingston must do its duty before
any other place could be advantageously ap- |
proached; and second, that immediate steps |
must be taken tv appeal to the whole Charch. |
' Strike the iron when itis hot,” was the oft |
repeated language in which the latter was ex- |

|

———

pressed. It was impossible to attend to both
these demaunds at once; and to any one who
knows the state of the Church, and who coan-
siders the character, especially the magnitude,
of the scheme to be presented, it is apparent
that simultancous action involves a great risk
of failure. To be done well the work must be
accomplished gradually, parcticularly at the
outset, when telling results are all-important. |
It seemed necessary to feel our wa -, and by so
doing io gain a sufficient experieace in order to
gather up such details as might go to the for-
mation of a snitable general plan of operation.
Particular localitics, it appeared, shonld be
sclected and worked with the view of faraish-
ing examples for the encouragement of others,
and in order to bave good cxamples whatever
is attempted nust be done as thoroughly as |
possible. The correctness of these views has i
been tested and there is every reason for grati- '
tade and satisfaction at the resnlt. A serics
of successes at widely distant points implics |
time and labour, but when these successes are
continnous as well a5 important, the cathasiasm
of our fricnds is not likely to decline, though
weeks must elapse before an appeal to their i
libemality can be bronght home to them. i
Tt was resolved to dv nothing out of Kingston
until the fiiends of the College in that city
insured conlibutions amounting to at least
$20,600. When this. limit was excceded by
sboat $2000, arrangements were made for I

«

visiting Ottawa. Professor ‘fucKerras and I
spent & wook thore, and before we left made
sure of $7000, Yrom the capital of the
Dominion wo found our wny to the capital of
Ontario, whoro wo remained until we booked
$6,600. IHaving obtained these examples of
city liberality, wo next proposed to try the
country, and accordingly selected Scarboro’ and
Vaughan, bolleving them to be, in respect of
interest in tho movement and ability to assist
it, fair specimona of & considerable number of
our congregations. Professor MacKerras at-
tended to tho {ormer and obtained subscriptions
amounting to $1218; I to the latter where,
notwithstanding various difficulties and the
devoting of a day to n meeting in West King,
less than ono hall of the families likely to con-
tributo, subscribed $649. In both townships,
especially tho latter, much work had to be left
to the congregationnl commitiees. We mnext
made it our concern to seck an exemplification
of the support to be expected from town
charges, chooslng Guelph and Galt for this
purpose. Our worlk in the former is not com-
pleted, but tho subscriptions now amount to
$1,500, a very lnrgo proportion of them being
already paid,

Having due regord to the representstions of
friends in these places, to the results of our owa
obscrvation, and the avowed willingness of
the congrogatlional committees to follow up
our cfforts, wo think wo may safely give this
statement of amounts to be ultimately realized:
Kingston $25,000, Ottawa $8,000, Toronto
$8,000, Scarboro $1,300, Vaughan $1000,
Guelph 1,600, Total $15,000. Tothis may be
added $3,500, which, we nre assured, our
friends in Potorboro are prepared to subscribe.

This i3 a wonderful success, far exceeding
the most sanguine oxpectations. We are witerly
at a loss for fitting terms in which to express
onr gratitude, It is impossible ever to forget
the warm recoption and zealous co-operation
we have overywhoro met with.  Ministers and
people havo sivalled each other in forwarding
the movemont. The interest aad liberality
which havo boen displayed in behalf of the
Collego are truly oxtraordinary in theirextent,
and most rufreshing In their influence. The
subscriptions vary fiom onc dollar to &
thoasand, with a fow cxceplions over the iatler
and only two ander the former. Masters and
sereants, merchante and clerks, widows. and
orphaas, fich_and poor, young and old have
freels contribated.  Asslatanco has been given
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by friends of every rank, from the Governor of
the Dominion to the humble maidservant—in
not a few instances entirely witbout solicita-
tion, and in others, we are persuaded, at not &
little sacrifice. It would be unpardonable not
to mention that very many subscriptions, the
very largest indeed; and some the next best to
these, have been received from friends belovg-
ing to other Churches than our own.

Let the work go on in the spirit in which it
has been begun, and let results similar to those
above recorded continue to be obtained, and
success is certain. It is proper, however, to
remind all friends who have yet to be solicited
for aid, that they must not be sparing of their
liberality becanse of the great things already
accomplished, but rather imitate as closely as
possible the noble example which has been set
them. For this there are two reasons deserving
of special notice. First, many of our charges
are comparatively weak in membership and
means, and therefore cannot be expected to
reach the lowest average amount that might be
named ; and second, tue sumannounced by the
Synod as necessary, is the minimum of what is
actaally required. To place the College on a
thoroughly efficient -footing, we must aim at
$150,000.

So far, reference has been made almost exclu-
sively to pecuniary results. Butthemovement
will be productive of other cffects even more
important and gratifying. It is impossible for
such an tifert to bemade without causing a
renewal of the Church’s energies, withoutadding
vigour to the Church’slife. Earnecstness in one
department of activity, will beget carnestness
in other departments. Attention has been
turned and that hopefully, to the importiance of
superior education, to the distressing condition
of onr ecclesiastical field, because of the want
of labourers, and to the claims of the Ghristian
ministry upon the prayers of parents and the
picty of their most promising sons. In every
place that has been visited a lively interest in
all these topics has been excited, and there has
been sufficient reason te expect that a goodly
nomber of young men will by and by be sent
to College. In every place several subscrip-
tions have been wade with an avowed re-
gard to the grounds on which this cxpectation
rests.

My colleague is one with me in thinkiog,
that, if sparcd with health and strength, we can
in the courcs of a few months, so cacry on the
work which we have commenced, that the
object aimed at by the Synod's resolation shall
be folly attained. We are able now to judge

7

bounds of & charge. What has been done out
of Kingston is for the most part the result of
personal canvass. It may be impossible for us
to visit all our congregations, and this may not
be necessary. e propose, however, to visit a
few in each Presbytery.

Your obedient servant,

W. SxoDGRASS.
The Manse,

Guelph, 19th February, 1869,

HOW SHOULD CHRISTIANITY BE
PRESENTED ?
To the Editor of the Presbyterian.

-

HERE is a remarkable and
suggestive passage in Nor-
man Macleod’s address on In-
dian Missions, partly published
in your January number, under
the head ¢ Difficulties of the
Natives.” After speaking of the
Christian religion as new, and
requiring time, intelligence and patience to
esamine and understand it, he proceeds
“ Bat let us suppose that the intelligent
and educated Hindoo has been convinced,
by English education, of the falsheod of
his own religion. I beg of you to realise
and to sympathise with his difficuities of
another kind, when Christianity, as the
only true religion is presented to him for
his acceptance. ~He has brought his
Brahminical creed and practices, we shall
assume, under the light of reason, con-
science, and science, for their judgement,
and has had pronounced upon them the
sentence of condemnation. He has dis-
covered that he has hitherto believed a lie,
and been the slave of a degrading or child-
ish superstition, But must he not subject
this new religion of Christianity, with its
sacred books, to the same scrutiny, and,
judge of them by the same light ? Unques-
tionably he must; and so far a great point
is gained, and onc most hopeful to the
accomplished and earnest missionary, when
his teaching is cxamined honestly and
sincerely in the light of truth, instead of
being judged by the mere authority of
custom or tradition. Buat such an investi-
gation neeessarily implics a trial of the
severest and yet of the noblest kind, both

j to the inquirer and his teacher. .dnd we
| need not be surprised if the first and most

generaly indeed I might say, the universal
resuld of this scrutiny on the part of the
Hindoo, should be the impression that

of the valao of & fow days residence within the  Christianity, as a religion whose charac-



78

teristic and essential doctrines are alleged
facts, is but another form of superstition,
with false miracles, false science, and false
every thing, which professes to belong to
the region of the supernatural. These
difficulties are morcover increased and io-
tensified, by those schools of thought,
which at present, and as a reaction from
the past, exercise such an influence in
Europe and Ameriea. Their views and
opinions are in every possible form repro-
duced in India, and take root the more
readily, owing to the remarkable inability
of the Hindoo mind, whatever be-its cause,
to weigh historical evidence, and to appre-
ciate the value of facts in their bearing on
the grounds of religiouns belief.”

Observe the passage in italics. Other
men might have suspected the sameresult ;
few would have had the courage to give it
utterance: but Dr. Macleod, like an honest
Christian man, does not shun o declare the

THE PRESBYTERIAN.

its primary claims without appeal to the
miraculous or supernatural, or anything
clse liable to the imputation of being false?
It has surely some undebatable ground—
some well estaplished axioms and demon-
strable propositions, as well as some un-
doubted evidences of its superiority to any
other religious system, that can be pre-
sented to the ¢ reason, conscience, and
science ' of the intelligent Hindoo, as a
foundation for his new faith, without any
fear as to the result of the scrutiny.
Nothing short of this will meet the emer-
gency; and the Christian world will
naturally look to Norman Macleod and his
co-labourers for such a presentation of
Christian truth.

Withont waiting to see what action may
be taken by the Church at home in refer-
ence to this, it bhas occurred to me there
may be minds in this Dominion equal to
the task. And by way of encouraging an

whole truth. What he has seen and heard
and knows, that he states to the General
Assembly, and through it to the Christian
world. It may be, these impressions are

effort in this direction, I would suggest
. that a prize be offered for the best essay on
Christianity ; to be an epitome of Christian
" truth that may be maintained and substan-

made on the Hindoo mind, from its * in- | tiated by reason, by science, and by common
ability,” as he says, “to weigh historical | sease, without appeal to the miraculous or
evidence, and to appreciate the value of . supernatural. Suchatreatise might becon-
facts in their bearing on the grounds of ; densed into 30 or 40 pages, and might be-
religions belief.” But this inability is not . come very valuable as a school book or ma-
likely to characterise those schools of | nual, not only for the Hiadoo, but for those
thought which he refers tn, and yet they , schools of thonght whose conversion to
are under similar impressions; which seems , Christianity is quite 2s important as that of
to indicate, that there isin the ordinary ‘ the heathen.

exhibition of Christianity, 25 a religious ;  For this parpese, I will contribute one
system, somcthing calculated to beget such _ fourth of any sum not exceeding two hun-
tnpressions.  And the question arises— ' dred dollers. There are no doubt parties who
what 2ction on the part of Christiza mis- will join in making up the amonnt: indeed
sionaries 2ud Christian teachersissuggested I should be glad to see it doubled. The
by thisfact? Arc they to go on making subject requires the highest talent, and
such an exhibition of Christianity 2s— . should be liberally cncouraged. As soon
whatever its ultimate efect—in the first | as made up, the contribuiors could decide
instance only excites the impression that it | as to the time, the judges, and other condi-
is another superstition, not mach, if any | tions of the essay.

thing better than those it professes to do ’
away with. Is it not possible to assert

" Yours traly,
0.
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Geficles Communicated.

A FEW THOUGHTS ON PRAYER AND | objection is quite a modern one—took its

PRAISE IN OUR PUBLIC WORSIHIP.

correct iden of the different

that they may intelligently and
devoutly join therein.

oy T is of the utmost im~'

portance that profeasing |
Christian men have !

parts of public worship, in order #

Thnt §

rire from the belief, that those who could
with volubility make addresses to the Deity
were inspired by the Spirit. But the chief
reacon why so many are to be found who
object to preconceived forms, and talk as
they do of extempore prayers, is that they
never duly considered the matter, and
therefore have no intellizent idea of public
prayer. It need not, then, be cause for
wonder that so many of those who frequent

many lack this knowiedgoe, and
thereby fail to profit aright by | our churches are disposed to listen in a
waiting upon the public services of the | critical spirit to the prayers there offered
Charch, is beyond all doubt. What ides, | ruther than to join in them with heart and
for example, do many attach to public , soul and voice. And the absence of any
prayer? Isit not regarded in the light of ° participation in the utterance of the prayers
an address—a long address—of the minis- | of the Church—not to speak of the strange
ter’s, with which they have nothing o do, | natare of many of them, being confused
and which morcover differs not vory mate | nd immethodical, tends to foster this feel-
rially from the sermon which it acrves to * ing.

introduce? Certainly, the picture which | In the Jewish church and in the primi-
it cails up to many minds is not that of a ' tive Christian church, the “ Amen ™ was
company of worshippers at the foolstool of  always said by the people at the close of
the heavenly grace, engaged in a svlemn ' prayer, thercby appropriating it as their
act common to all of them—togother ma- | own; and it ougnt to be said by every
Kog humble confession of sin—togother | Christian worshipper. At present it scems
suing for mercy ! It is very true, men go | to be taken for granied, thai though not

into God's bouse, ostensibly for the purpose :
of engaging in worship, and tho minister

ins the service by solemuly calling on
them to worship God, and yet very many -
do not worship! They affcot to pity the !
Mabometan, the Hindoo, the Heathien, and
yet in this matter these aro morc connistent

andibly expressed, it is said in spirit. But
this is not cnough. Those who accept 1t

" as sufficient, would, if cousistent, become

Quakers.
As for praise, it is greatly fo be Jamented

. the low idea many secm to cntertain of it

Are there not some who look upon it in

than they. They commiscrate, too, the ' the light of a decent device to give the
Koman Catholic, and yet from him they , minister an occasional breathing space.
might receive a saluable lesson, All of ' Certainly the multitude do not regard it as
these, indeed, worship “after their manner,” | 2 high act of worship! Though for long
whereas the lips of our people being closed | time it has been the only part of public
during public praser, very many of them ' worship in the Church of Scotland in

have come to ook upon it solely as the
minister’s; and do not join in it and do not
worship. The proper idea of public prayer
is that it is common—the prayers being
the congregation’s and not the ministar's,
who is but the representative of the fuith-
fal people “over whom the Holy Ghost
hath made him the overseer.”  1tis, how-
ever, questionable whether prayer as usually
offered in our churches answers the end for
which it was designed, and whether it can
claim to be common prayer; for it is diff-
calt to conceive how a congregation can
intelligently and devoutly join in prayers,
at each word or sentence of which they
know not what is to come next.

The objection to prayer read—and the

which congregations have been expected to
audibly join, very many take no part in it
Some through natural defect—though we
do not belicve the number of such is great;
others, it would almost appear, through
pride, or a fecling of its not being what
they would call “genteel;” for are there
not many—Iladies and others—who sing
the songs of the world, but not the songs
of Zion—who charm the circles in which
they move by their exquisite singing, as
well as by the delicate manipulation of the
instrument at which they gracefuily pre-
side—but who in God's house 2re mute
gnd dumb, cven as these to whom bas beea

cnied the gift of voice or power of speech?
The ct)m’lugcltft of such mute Chrish 20:;: is
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an anomaly, which we leave to themselves
to explain. Why should they who have the
ability to take part in the praise of the
sanctuary remain silent—why deliberately
cheat God of the glory so justly bis due, and
their fellow Christians and themselves of
the happiness to be derived from engaging
in a suitable spirit in this high and heaven-
ly service? Why refuse to join in that
part of the service of the Church which
most of all assimilates and approximates
the worship of the earthly temple to that of
the heavenly sanctuary, and the engage-
ments and cnjoyments of the Church mili-
tant to these of the Church triumphant?
How reconcile such conduct with the gra-
titude they owe to Him who has bought
for them, with His own blood, a place
in that celestial choir, who shall be em-
ployed throughout the ages of cternity in
singing His praise? Were they fully sen-
sible to the blessings which they enjoy, and
duly prized their mercies, it could not fail
to be otherwise. There would then be
fewer mutes in our churches—fewer Chris-
tian men and women with closed lips—Iless
slovenly praise, and far more hearty ; and
than the united praises of a whole congre-
gation of worshipping people, what is
grander, what more heavenly! It is the
truest pictureto be seen on earth of heaven
and of the worship of the redeemed and
ransomed there; and who can resist the
rush of many voices—whose bosom does
not swell as old and young mingle their
notes of adoration and thaukfulness in one
hich song of praise to Almighty God ?
We are apt to regard music as a hu-
man art. And there are ‘those who would
banish it from the public worship of God.
as thorgh itwereunsuited to or unworthy of
so hich an cmployment. Such maust over-
look the fact that the principles of har-
mony are in the clements of nature—that
the clement of air, for exumple, is as cer-
tainly ordained to give us harmenioss
counds in duc measure as to give respir-
ation to the lungs. It docs appear that
the power of singing has not been suffi-
ciently considered as one of the Creator’s
gifts to his creatures, and therefore in-
tended to be used for kis glory. Specch
15 a noble gift of God to man. jAlas!
that like some other gifts, it has been so
fearfully abused. Butsinging is even more
marvellons than speech. giving as it @
a stronger witness to the skill and power
of the Creator. And we are not to doubt
that he gave this faculty to man that he
might cmploy it in His praise. It is mat-
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ter for deep regret, that singing, like music
in general has been so much given up by
the Church to the world, and has not been
sufficiently considered or cultivated, as de-
signed for religious ends and helpful to re-
ligious feelings. Hence even now, the
psalmody is, in many congregations, and
these not only such as are to be found in
the newer settlements, but also in some of
our largest and wealthiest city charges—
exceeding discreditable.  We speak of
the present as an enlightened age and a
learned. In some respects this is true, but
not in others. While thereare a few distin-
guished for their acquircments and profi-
ciency in sacred musie, the masses know
no more of even its rudiments than they
do of Sanscrit. It was not thus in Scot-
land or in England in ages past—even in
those times that men are apt to speak of
as rude and barbarous—for there is abun-
dant evidence to show that psalm singing
was then a pretty genéral attainment.

In 1582, on the return of one of the
ministers of Edinburgh (the Reyv. Jechn
Darie) from the Centinent, whither he had
been banished for a time, 2000 people went
to Leith and brought the returped exile in
triumpl,, singing in puartsthewordsof 124th
Psalmn.

Now Israel
May, now say, and that truly.

And Bishop Jewell tells us that he hasseen
G000 personssinging psalms at Paul’sCress,
and we know that the Psalters of that period
invariably contained the music, each
psalm having its special tune, than which
we could have no better proof that sacred
music was read aad understoed by the
eeneral bady of the people at that time—a
state of things very different from that
which prevails at the present day. There
were then 1n Scotland, and for a long time
thereafter, “ Song Schools.” Music was
then, as it now is on the Continent of
Europe, a part of school education. And
until it be taught in our schools, as are
now the common branches, it is vain to ex-
pect anything like proper congregational
psalmody. We trust that the day is not
far distant when it shall be taught in our
Common Schools, in town and country.
As for expease, it would be but trifling
indeed.

According to eur 1ides, it is of the very
essence of PUBLIC WORSHIP that the as-
sembled congregation take part in it with
heart and voice, otherwise it is not and
cannot be common worship, nor even a
reasonable service, in praise, by orally
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‘the adaptation of God's word to man’s

joining therein (unless by such to whom
the gift of song has been denied), and in
prayer if in no other way, by saying, ac-
cording to ancient custom the “ Amen;”
for it is surely no less reasonable that a
congregation shouid orally join in the one |
asin the other, and if this be denied, it
may be said, that if prayer by deputy be
a right thing, and likely to be an accept-
able offering on behalf of the people
(though it cannot be common), praise by
deputy must be equally right, and likely to
be as acceptable to God.

And some there twere, an extreme sec-
tion of Puritans, who, in their abhorrence
of set forms of prayer, and from a regard
to conmsistency, had “ Singing Prophets,
making one man alone to sing in the midst
of the silent congregation, hymns which
he, out of his own gift, had composed.”
But though the Church has no longer a
liturgy of prayer, she has a liurgy of
praise, and thus it would appear, we are
less consistent than these, who believing
that one man could pray for the people in
language of his own, believed also that one
person could offer praise for them, and
that in his own words, and yet there was
after all onedifference, <he Singing Prophet
had his own written forms, but the minister
was, and alas! to this day is, debarred the
like privileze, not however, by Act of
Parliamerit or Ecclesiastical Assembly, but
by something yet stronger than cither, and
more difficult tv overcome,~—iaveterate and

aureasoning prejudice.

8L

praise.” Better in the opinion of many
had there never been such a thing heard of
as a metrical version of Psalms, of neces-
sity inducing ‘¢ Fragmentary Praise;” and
yet, there are Christian men who conscien-
tiously believe it to be very wrong, indeed
sinful, to use any other words in singing
God’s praise, than those of our metrical
version, though its composer had no
claims whatever to inspiration.

History tells us that there was a party
among the Puritans “to whom the singing
of Psalms in metre, not being formal
Seripture, but a Paraphrase, was unlawful.”
But after all, these sticklers of the 17th
ceutury were more conistent than the men
of the 13th, who stand up for the exclusive
use of Rous’ or any other metrical version,
such for example as our Cameronian friends
across the border line of 45°, who recently,
in the plenitude of their esclesiastical
authority, and to the utter astonishment of
very many, visited with Church discipline
a man distinguished for his bountiful liber-
ality, correct life, and true Christian worth,
(AIr, G. Stuart, of Philadelphia), and that
for the grase sin of having attended cer-
tain meotings of a religious character, at
which hymns were used, “ Rock of Ages™
and other such, which yielded so much
comfort to the heart of the late Prince
Consort in his dying hours.

Notwithstandiag the indifference  of
many, who seem wedded to the dreary and
cold style of singing, too long prevalent,

The Church’s Liturgy of Praise from , and the aversion of others to the use of

1650 to 1745, was the metrical version of ; hymns, our hope is, that by a more general
Psaims, still in use—the work of Francis knowledge of the principles oi rusie, the
Rous, member of the English Parliament. | revived use of chaunting and the speedy
At the latter date, the Paraphrases were ; adoption by the Synod, of say, the Hymual
added. But strange to say, while the | of the Church of Scotland, and also of
Church has thus preseribed the language, | her * Psalm and Hymn Tune Book,” an
in which ber children are to offer praise, | increasing interest will be talen in * the
she has exercised no oversight whatever ; Service of Song™ and this part of our
during the past two hundred years, of the | public worship be becomingly offered,

music, and made no provision for its being 1 The question whether or not it be right
properly rendered. It is a fact not un- | or seriptural to usc instrumental music as
kuown, that in the carly Christian Church, | an aid in the worship of God has given rise
the Psaluas were sung, as in the Jewish, | in receot years to considerable discussion.

viz: chaunted, and what is called * chaunt-
ing,” seems by the way a more seasible |
mode than that now in common use, inas-
much as a whole psalm can thus be sung
with as great ease, and in as short a time, |
as a doz:m or sixtecn lines can be accord- |
ing to our manner.

* Chaunting,” says Dr. Cumming, * is the
adaptation of man’s music to God's word,
whereas singing from a metrieal version is

Its introduction, into a congregation has by
this, as well as by the Mother Church been
judiciously leftin the handsof Kirk sessions.
In connection however, with the foregoing
remarks on praise. it may not be amiss to
state onc or two things bearing upon the
question, for the consideration of such as
may yet entertain scruples about its use in
worship :

1. Instrarental music was employed by
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Moses and Miriam in celebrating in a glo- |
rious song of thanksgiving the passage of
Terael at the Red Sea and the destruction |
of the Egyptian Host.

2. Instrumental music bore a prominent
part in the temple service in the Jewish
Church.

3. According to John Calvin, “ a Psalm
is that, in the singing of which some instru-
ment, beside the tongue, is made use of.”

4. The following are certain utterances
of one who was divinely inspired :

t Praise Him with psaltery and harp.”

¢ Praise Him with stringed instrumeats and or-
gans.”

¢ Praise Him npon lood cymbals.”

%t Praise Him upon the high sounding Cymbals.”

5. There is no prohibition of the use of |
instrumental music under the gospel dis-
pensation.

6. The state of the Christian Church in
the days of the apostles, as well as for long
time thereafter, was such that mention of
any thing like musical instruments is not to
be expected in the record ef its history in
the New Testament, the followers of the
cracified having had to meet for worship
with closed doors, and carrying their lives
i their hands.

7. The use of instramental musie is re-
cognized in one place in the New Testa-
ment and that as an accompaniment to the
voices of certain worshippers. I heard,
« (saith St. John) a voice from heaven as
‘¢ the voice of many waters, and as the voice
“ of a great thunder; and I heard the voice
“ of harpers harping with their harps, and
“they sanz as it were a new song before
‘¢ the throne.” !

It does appear as if God employed the !

o - . e e ——
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use of instrumental music in His service,
not merely to aid and sustain the voices of
the singers, but to imnpress and solemnize
more deeply the mind, and to more fully
call forth the devotional feelings of the
soul.

Saith one of the Church of Scotland’s

. most distinguished ministers in one of his

carlier works (Dr. Boyd, now of the City
of St. Andrew’s.) ‘ Half material beings
as we are, and often the worse for the ma-
terial things that surround us, which by
their very solidity make spiritual things
seem shadowy and nnreal in comparison,
it is well when we make, so to speak, a re-
prisal on tie hostile territory, and get a
material thing to conduce to our spiritual
advantage. We cannot but think that in
all the reasonings on the immorality of or-
gans or iostruments, there is woven a
thread of the old Goostic Heresy of the es-
sential evil of matter, as though the same
God who made our spirits capable of being
impressed, had not made the material sights
and sounds, which are capable of impressiog-
them. What greater harm is there in using
the organ’s notes to waken pious thought
and feeling than in learning the lesson of
our decay from the material emblem of the
fading leaf, or from the lapse of the passing
river ? Ifit be not wrong to avail our-
selves of the departing light, and to goforth
like Isaac in the eventide to meditate upon
our most solemn concerns, why is it sinful
or degrading to turn to use the native
power which the creator has set in the or-

. gan’s tones to stir tender and holy emotion ?

When we cen get the material to yield
us any impulse upward, in God’s name,
let ue take its aid, and be thankful.”

Hotiees and Bebichus.

——

TBE SCOTTISH BYMNAL.*

W HE appcarance of this
H % work, the result of the la-

Al

bours of “the Commiitee .
of the General Assembly of the :
Charchof Scotlandon Hymns,” -
will be hailed with satisfaction :
by the clergy and people of the |
Church in Canada. We do not |
call this a step in the rightdi- |
rection , that was long since taken by the As- ¢

*The Scottish Hymnal: Bymnps for Public
Worship, selected by the Committee of the Ge-

. sembly. We rather say that the Church of
" Scotland has thus reached a most iraportant

point in eccclesiastical and even religious
prozress.

The Synod of Canada, by its appoint-
ment of a similar committee with authority
to prepare a Hymn-Book for public wor-
ship, long ago recognized the need in the
Church for greater variety in the forms of
public praise. Itis unfortunate that the
Syoodical Committee’s first and only bovk

neral Asserobly on Bymss. Printed for the Com-
mittee by William Blackwood & Sons, Edin-
bargh.
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was not of a character to command, or that,
at least, it did not command, the suffrages
of the Canadian’Church. It is noeasy task,
vast as is the sum of Knglish hymnologi-
cal literature, to make such a selection of
« Psalms, and hymns, and spiritual songs,”
as shall secure even general satisfaction.
Universal approval need never be expected.
No man, no committee of men, can fully sa-
tisfy the taste and demand of a whole Chris-
tian community in respect of hymas; for
the reason, among others, that long useand
early association will so endear even a de-
fective hymn to a people, as that blind to
its faults and dwelling mainly upon its ex-
cellencies, they come to regurd it as a mo-
del form of public praise. That which from

infancy we heard onr pareats sinz at fami. |

ly worship, ani, as .e grew up, sang omr-
selves, the psalms and paraphrases which we
have been wont to hear in * the auld kirk”
on holy Sabbaths, and on holier commu-
nion days, are accepted by us without cri-
ticiem, and even to-day are sung with a
zest and 2 profit which purer compositions
and chaster models of sacred poesy fail to
inspire.

It need not, therefore, surprise any one
that the first attempt of our Synod’s Com-
aittee, like that of the earlier Assembly’s
Committee, erded in comparative failure.
The Synod, nothing daunted, appointed at
its last meeting, 2 small comm.ttee,* with
power to issue, within the year, a larger
and revised collection. This, like the Scot-
tish Hymnal, was to be a simply tentative
edition. How far the committee has pro-
ceeded with their work has not been made
public. We trust they will agree with us
that the hymn-book of the Assembly’s
Committee is, on the whole, a better book
for the Synod t6 adopt, than any which

they themselves are likely to compile. It !

is not that the Synod’s Committee is not
competent o do, and to do well, the work
laid upon them. Indeed, with the newad-
vantage of consulting this Hymnal, they
might succeed in producing a collection
preferable to it. But we cannot help think-
ing that any little advantage which might
be gained by a slightly different arrange-

ment and selection, and by possibly, an occa- .
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by our congrezations: not to speak of the
gain which would acerue from conforming
our symbols of praise with that which ob-
tains in the venerable Mother Church. We |
should plead for this conformity were  the
Scottish Hymnal” inferior to what it.-;
much more, that, on comparison, we are
bound to own it to be, for its size, the best
collection of ‘* Hymns for public worship”
which has yet been printed in the English
tongue.

In saying so much, we are not to be
thought to aver thatthe Hymnal is perfect,
or that it is precisely wh. t, had the task of
compiling devolved upon us, we should in
in all respects have produced. Inferior
hymns are inserted for which we should
like to substitute known cumpositions of so
Lizh and acknowledgzed merit, that we mar-
vel at their omission. Then, there are oc-
casional changes in the lues and stanzas
of some of the hymns which, to our seem-
ing, mar, more or less, their beauty and
force

We are not unmindful of the diffculty
of tracing hymual compositions to their
originals, those especially of the last cen-
tury. The fact, too, must not be over-
locked in regard to many well known
hymns, that changes have been made which
have become so familiar, which indeed have
taken so strong hold upon the sentiment
and heart of English-speaking Christen-
dom, as that to carry them back te their
original form would be to do violence to
the predilection and, in many instances,
to the taste also of those who are expected
to sing them. What compiler (e. g.)
would venture to substitate,

Nations attend before the throne,
Withsolemn fear, with sacred joy ;

for that grand lyrical summons,

Before Jehoveh's awful th'rone,
Ye nations bow with sacred joy ?

yet the former is Watts's original, while
the latter is Wesley's alteration. The
amended couplet has become classie, and of
universal acceptation, Awong the quulifi-
cations of a compiler, therefore, not the
least important is a2 knowledge, not only

sional evidence of better taste, would be ! of the originals of hymns, but of nnau-

out-weighed by the pleasure and accord with «

which a book of praise, coming to us from
the supreme authority in the Church of

thorized changes which have been made in
certain lines and couplets, and which, by
the force of use, have imbedded themselves

Scotland, would be undoubtedly welcomed | in the gencral sentiment and affections of

the Christian Church. Much more irpor-

* Mr. Nico), Drs. Cook and Jenkias, and . | tant isit that your compiler should know

Aacdonnell, Peterboro’,

v what changes, if any, were introduced by
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anthors themselves in later editions of their
works.

A vital qualification for a compiler of
hymns, is respect for his author's text—an
almost undeviating adherence to it. He
should shrink from substituting what he
supposes to be, and what may really be,
even a better word for that which he finds
in the original. A transposition of
couplets, yea, a re-arrangerment of stanzas
should be attempted with hesitation. Not

that many a good hymn might not be |

mended by even an inferior compiler; but
that permission to make even slight
changes, would, in all likelihood, open the
way to wholesale mangling. That only
which we would concede 1is the seclection
from a long lyrical poem, such, for example
.as Charles Wesley’s ¢ Wrestling Jacob,”
of so many of its stanzasas might form a
suitable hymn for public worship.*

We are bound to say, in behalf of the.

Assembly’s Committee, that, on the whole,
they have steered clear of the mistake
into which most compilers fall, of at-
tempting to mend the productions of their
authors. Taking Sir R. Palmer’'s admir-
able compilation as their guide,i they
have presented us with a trustworthy ver-
sion of the hymns whieh they have select-
ed. Were we disposed to take exception
to what has been so well done, it would be
to the signal omission or oversight with
which the Committee have made themselves

chargeable, in regard to many of the very :

best hymns in the language. They have
also inserted some hymns which, though
zood enough, are not needed in a Church
already rich in a certain class of psalmody ;
and athers which, in our judgment, should
not be honoured by a place in the Hymaal,
for lack of the true lyrical ring. We deem
the Committee wise in keeping within the
limit which they have prescribed, (two
huadred) ; but there are hymns overlooked
or r¢jected by them which we would like
to put in the place of several that have
been inserted.

In view of the many noble psalmsin whose
inspired words the Church of Scotland al-
ready praises God in his * Creation and

¢ The Hymnsal wouid be much improved by
the shortening of scme of the longer pieces
which the Committe have sclected. Now and
then e meet with stanzas superfluous as re-
gards the object for which this work is design-
ed—** the public worship of God.”

’1' More than one balf of the two hundred
bymns in the Committec's book are found in
the “Book of Praise.” (Palmers)
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Providence,” the Committee 1aight have
been less generous than' they have been in
their selection of hymns on these subjects.
With our two versions of the 148th Psalm,
the second version being in one of the
most popular of metres, what in the world
need we of the hymn,

Praise the Lord of Heaven, praise him in the
height,

or of Monfgomery’s,
Praise the Lord! ye heavens adore him, &e.?

On similar grounds we would gladly sur-
render numbers 6, S, and 9 of the Hymnal.
A Hymn Book for the Church of Scotland,
should be supplementary to our present
system of psalmody; not so complete as
that there might arise danger of setting
aside the Psalms and Paraphrases. Many
other hymns, were this canon of selection
enforced, would have to be expunged from
the Hymnal.

Some of the hymus should be sent adrift
as unfit for “ public worship.” Take, as
one 1instance, that hymn of Heber's,
(page 81.)

The Son of God goes forth to war.

Out of the cight stanzas which are given,
there are but two which could be up-
propriately sung by a general congregation,
in any circumstances.

We would be disposed to shut out some
few of the many hymns introduced under
the bead of “* Resignation,” and to replace
two of them by Paul Gerhardt's almost
matchless Iyries,

Commit thou all thy griefs, &ec.
and
Girve to the winds thy fears, &c.

Rather they are two divisions of one hymn;
but the whole compos®.ion is worthy of in-
sertion in the Hymnal.

Amongst the hymns not found in the
Committee's selection, and which we think
should have been allowed a place, we men-
tion Dryden’s ¥eni Creator :

Creator Spirit by whose aid,
The world's fonndations first were laid, &c.

The second stanza of this sacred lyric is
equal in power to anything of its kind iz
English poetry :

O source of uncreated heat,

The Father's promiscd Paraclete!
Thrice Holy Fount! immortal Fire!
Onr hearts with heavenly love inspire
Come, and thy sacred unction bring,
To sanctify vs while we sing.
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TPersteegen’s well-known hymn,

Lo! God is here, let us adore, .
And own how dreadful is this place, &c.,

should certainly be substituted, as it
would be easy to do, for one of the many
compositions which are inferior to it.
This is the 135th in Palmer’s collection,
who supplies John Wesley’s translation
from the German. It isa hymn of singu-
lar fulness acd power, and of true cleva-
tion.
Watts’s hymn,

My God, the spring of all my joys, &c.,

would fill a page of the Hymnal far more
worthily than many a hymn which the Com-
mittee have honoured with x place in it.

We crave also, under the heading “ Na-
tural and Sacred Seasons,” that singularly
chaste and inspiring hymn of Doddridge’s
—one of his very best,

Eternal source of every joy,
Well may thy praise our lips employ, &c.

And surely that “Traveller’s-Hymn” of
Addison’s is necessary to any collection :

How are thy servants blest O Lord!
How sure is their defence, &c.

There are other hymns which we should
like to secin the Scottish Hymnal such as

Weary of wandering from my God, &c.
O thet my load of sin were gone, &c.
Give me the wings of faith to rise, &c.

Three or four litleknown German
hymus which, though characteristically Ger-
man, arethoroughly and beautifully simple,
would in our judgment enrich the Hymnal :

Can I this world esteem, &c., by Pfefferkorn

Repe{xltl?or still delay, &c. Anon, translated by
RisITEN

From deep distress to thee I pray, &c., by Mar-
tin Luther.

No, no, it is not dying, &c. Anon, transiated by
Dann.

We throw out these hints for the con-
sideration of the Committee, who, with-
out doubt, will review their work before its
final adoption by the General Assembly.
In closing this part of our article we give
it as our opinion that the suggestions made
to the Committee, in the Churchb of Scot-
land Record and elsewhere, in regard to
the introduction into the Hymnal of
hymuos suitable for Sunday schools, are
specially worthy of being acted upon.

We note in this work, some alterations
from the original of certain hymns, which
seem to us to mar their beauty.

85-
Hymn 15.

Pleased as man with man to dwell.
was originally written,
Pleased as man with men to dwell,
and it is so rendercd in the Book of Praise.

' Hymn 20.

Sorrow and love flow mingling down,

is no improvement on the line as it origin-
ally stood,

Sorrow and love flow mingled down.
Neither is the substitution of * offering
for * present’ in the line

That were an offering far too small.

Ziymn 100.

My dear Redeemer's praise
is not equal in strength to the line asié
was left by the Wesleys,

My great Redeemer’s praise.
Hymn 133.

The couplet

Part of his host kas crossed the flood,
And part s crossing now,
has without any sufficient grammatical rea-
son, or metrical reason either, been ex-
changed for,
Part of his host kave crossed the flood,
Aund part are crossing now.
This is not merely the original form of the
couplet, it is, by all odds, the better.
Hymn 172.

We doubt whether Wesley wrote the first
verse of this hymn at all. The first line is
his, but e have not been able to trace to
him the remaining five lines. Wesley be-
gan his hymn thus,

O disclose thy lovely face,
Quicken all my drooping powers, &c.

But allowing the first verse to pass muster,
we may ask for what reason the line in the
second verse

Till Thou inward light impart,
has been changed to
Till they inward light impart,

the writer meant till Thou—the Sun of”
Righteousness—impart light.
Hymn 173.
We certainly prefer
Glory to Thee, my God, this night,
which is as the English Church has aiways-
sung it, to
Al praise to Thee, my God, this night.
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While jotting these notes we have felt,and
we still feel, that the Church of Scotland,
together with her children in the Colonies,
owes to the Assembly’s Committee a debt
of gratitude for the admirable manner in
which they have accomplished their work.
To us it matters not whether the suzges-
tions which we have ventured to make,
shall be adopted ; possibly they may never
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come under the eye of any member of the
Committee ; or, if they do, may be set aside
as either irrelevant, or obtrusive, or both.
We are ready to accept and to take to our
heart of hearts the Scottish Hymnal as it
is, believing, that in its present form, it
would prove a blessing to the Church of
Scotland both at home and abroad.

@he Churches md therr HKlisstons.

ADDRESS ON CHRISTIAN MISSIONS TO INDIA,

WITH SPECIAL REFERENCE TO THE EDUCATIONAL JISSIONS OF THE CHURCH OF SCOTLAND.

BY NORMAN MACLEOD,
MINISTER OF THE BARONY CHURCH, GLASGOW.

Confiyued from page 62.

AN INDIAN CHURCH NEEDED.

Before closing this part of my subject and
proceeding to offer to the Assembly a few prac-
tical suggestions as to present duties with re-
ference to our Missions, permit me to repeat a
conviction which I took the liberty of stat-
4ing at our great missicnary meeting at Calcutta
as to our keeping steadily before the mind of
the Churches at home and abroad the vast im-
portance of a native Church being organised in
India. By a native Church I do not certainly
mean—what, in present circumstances, we
thankfully accept—native Churches in eccle-
siastical connection with the different European
and American missions. It surely canoot be
desired by any intelligeat Christian—I might
use stronger language, and assert that it ought
not to be tolerated by any reasonable man, un-
dess proved to be unavoidable—shat oui several
GChurchesshould reproduce,in order to perpetuate
in the new world of a Coristianized India, those
forms or symbols which in the old world have be-
comemarks, not of our union as Christians, but of
our disunion as sects. We may not, indeed, be
responsible for these dirisions in the Church
which bave come down to us from the past.
We did notmake theo, nor can we now, perhaps,
unmake them. We find ourselves born iato
some one of them, and so we accept of it and
make the most of it as the best we can get in
the whole circumstances in which we are pla-
ced. But must we establish these different or-
ganirations in India? Is each part to be made
10 represent the whole ? Is the grand army to
remain broken up into separate divisions, each
10 recrait to itg owa standard, and toigvite the
Hindoos to wear our respective uniforms, adopt
our respective Shibboleths, learn and repeat
our respective war-cries and even make
caste-marks of our wounds and scars, which
to us are but the sad mementoes of old battles?
Or, 10 drop all metaphors, shall Cbristian con-
-verts in India be necessarily grouped and ster-
cotyped into Episcopal Churches, Presbyterian
«Churches, Lutheran Churches, Methodist
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Churches, Baptist Churches, or Independent
Cturches, and adopt as tkeir respective creeds
the Coufessjon of Faith, the Thirty-nine Arti-
cles, or some other formula approved of by oar
forefatbers, and the separating sign of some
British or American sect? Whether any
Church seriously entertrins this design I
know not, though I suspect it of some, and I
feel assured that it will be realized in part, as
conversions increase by means of foreign mis-
siong, and be at last perpetuated, unless it is
now carefully guarded by every opportunity
being watched and taken advantage of to pro-
pagate a different ides, and to rear up an inde-
pendent and all-exclusive native Indian Church.
By such a Church I meao one which shall be
organized and governed by the naiives them-
selves, as far as possible, independently of us.
We could of course claira, as Christians and
fellow-subjects, tobe recognized asbretbren,and
to be receivel among its members, or, if it
should so please both parties, serve among its
ministers, acd rejoice always to be its best
friends and generous supporters. In all this
we would only bave them todo tousasweshould
feel bound to do to them. Such a Church
might, as taught by experience, mould its out-
ward form of government and worship accord-
ing to its inper wants and outward circumstan-
ces, gaided by bistory and by the teaching and
spirit of Christianity. Its creed—for no Chris-
tian society can exist without some known and
professed beliefs—would include those truths
which had been confessed by the ceatholic
Gburch of Christ since the first, and, as neces-
sary to its very existence as a Ghurch, it woald
recognize the supreme authority of Jesus Christ
and his Apostles. It would also have, like the
whole Church, its Lord’s day for public wor-
ship, and the sacramentz of Baptism and the
Lord’s Supper. Thus might a new templo be
reared on the plains of India unlike perhaps any
to be seen in our Western lands, yet with all our
goodly stones builtup in its fabric, and with all
our spiritual worship withbin its walls of the one
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living and true God—TFather, Son and Holy
Spirit. A Church like this would, from its
very pationality, attract many a man who does
not wish to be ranked among the adherents of
mission Churches. It would dispose, also, of
many difficulties inseparable from our position,
whether regarding baptism or the selection and
support of & native ministry. Aond finally, it
would give ample scope, for many & year to
come, for all the aid and efforts which our home
Churches and missionaries could afford by
schools and colleges, personal labour, and also
by money contributions, to establish, strength-
en, and extend it.

Moreover, it seems to me that India affords
varied and remarkable elements for contribut-
ing many varied gifts and talents to such a
Cburch as this, The simple peasant and scho-
larly pundit, ¢he speculative mystic or self-tor-
turing devotee, the peaceful South-man and
the manly North-man ; the wesk Hindoo who
clings to others of his caste for strength, and
the strong aborigines who leve their individu-
ality and independence ;—one and all possess a
power which could find its place of rest and
blessing in the faith of Christ and in fellowship
with one another through Him. The incarnate
but unseen Christ, the Divine yet hur~n bro-
ther, would dethrone every idol ; God's Word
be substituted for the Puranas; Christian bro-
therbood for caste; and the' peace of God, in-
stead of these &nd every weary rite and empty
ceremocy, would satisfy the heart. Suchis my
ideal which I hope and believe will one day be-
coms real in India. The day indeed seems to
be far off when the ¥ Church of India,” worthy
of the country, shall occupy its place within
what may then be the Christendom of the
world. A period of chaos may intervene ereit
is created; and after that, how many days full
of change and ofstrange revolutions, with their
‘* evenings ” and * mornings,” may succeed ere
it enjoys a Sabbath rest of holiness and peace!
Bat yet that Church must be, if India is everto
become one, or a nation in the true sense of the
word. For union, strength and real progress
can never henceforth in this world's history
either resnlt from coalesce with Xoham-
medanism or Hindooism, far less with the cold
and heartless abstractions of an atheistic philo-
sophy. Hence English government, by physi-
cal force and moral power, must, with a firm
and uuswerving grasp, bold the broken
fragments of the Indian races together until
they areunited from within by Christianity into
s living orgauism, which can then, and then
only, dispense with the force without. The
wild olive must be grafted into the * root and
fatness " of the good olive-tree of the Church
of Christ; and while the living union is being
formed, and until the living sap begins to flow
from the root to every branch, English pewer
must firmly bind and hold the parts together.
Our hopes of an Indian nation are bound up
with our bopes of an Indian Church; and it is
a high privilege for us to be able to help on this
consummation. The West thus gives back to
the East the riches which it has from the East
received, to be returned again, I doub: not,
with interest to ourselves.

8%

PRACTICAL RECOMMENDATIONS TO SUPPORT THE
EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTES.

It is now time tbat I should state frankly to
flis Assembly what seems to me to be our pre-~
sent duty with regard to our own Indian
Mission.

First, We should support our educational insti-
tutions ana keep them inthorough worling order.
These liave not of late, I fear, et with the
cordial sympatby waich they deserve. This
has been owing partly, I believe, to a want of
comprehension of the precise nature of the
work to be done in India, and, consequently, of
the best means of doing it. It is possible also,
I may remark in passing, that many people as-
sociate with the name tschool ” a collection of
mere boys, such as crowd our ordinary schools
at home; whereas these Hindoo pupils—in age,
and above &ll, in sharpness and intelligence—
are represenied at home by the students who
attend our Scotch universities. In the female
scheols, on the other hand, from the early period
at which girls marry, few if any remain at
school after twelve years of age ; so that the
mazjority of their pupils are like those who at-
tend our infant schools or juuior classes at
nome.

The great reason which I am disposed to
think bas hindered our institutions from receiv-
ing that firm and enthusiastic support to which
they are entitled is the painful fact tha*, since
1843, they bave been in so feeble a state in re-
gard to missionary agency as to prevent themr
from occupying that place in the mission field
which they would otherwise have done had cir-
cumstances at home enabled the Church tesup- -
port them with greater liberality both as to
men and money. These circumstances are well
known to you all. But many others who take
an interest in missions are ignorant of them,
while seme who know our circumstances well
have not manifested a just or generous spirit in
judging of them. It must be acknowledged
that at all times it is more difficult for an .esta-
blished than for & voluntary Church to send
efficicnt missionaries abroad. The reason is
obvious. Our parishes at bome mus? be sup-
vlied, and well supplied too; and from the
security which they afford for permarent and
adequate support to the clergy, along with the
fields for arduous and useful mission work
among our own people which they furnish, they
very naturally absorb to a large extent those
labourers whom we would most wish to send
abroad. This may be looked upon by some as
a defect inseparable from an endowed National
Church, although it is balanced by its home
labours. It is a fact, nevertheless, and one
which bitherto bas been too much overlooked,
and may, I think, to some extent be remedied.
But to this cause of our mission weakuness we
must add the demand suddenly made upon us
to fill up in ’43 almost one-third of our parochial
charges, and, since then, one hundred addi-
tional voluntarily endowed chapels; and thig,
too, when the number of our efficient licentiates
at first was so seriously diminished. We had also
to resist in every quarter, at home and abroad,
a fierce attack on our very existence, made by
8 large, influential, and entbuosiastic popular
party—a party, moreover, which, it must by
confessed, had more energy, more of missionary
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spirit, than most of those who remained in the
Church. The wonder is that we should have
ever attempted, at such a desperate crisis of

our history, to keep up the very semblacae of g,

foreign mission. But, thank Geod! this was
done, and we have bad a breathing-time ; and
now that the position of the Church has been so
vastly strengtihened and improved, we may
fondly hope to see with it such a deepening of
tbe missionary spirit among clergy and people
as will extend our missions far beyond their
present or former bouadaries.

e bave now, as you are aware, two mis.
sionaries in Bombay, two in Madras, two in
Caleutia, two in Gyah, and two at Sealcote.
e have in all these places ordained or lay mis-
sionaries, in whom we have thorough confi-
dence. We have also good prospects of ob-
taining more.

Now, apart from the necessity of ecxtending
-our missions, we maust have three men af least
at each of our great central institutions, to se-
<ure them against sudden failure or collapse.

CALCUTTA MISSIONS.—RESCLTS AS TO BAPTISMS,

In regard to the oldest of these institutions,
Calcutta—for the appointments to Bombay and
3Madras are comparatively recent—I must bear
my humble but very decided testimony in favour
of Dr. Ogilvie, who bas superintended it for a
quarter of a century, and to whom, I must say,
scrimp justice has becn dore. He is not & man
who will ever sound his own praises, or obtrade
his labours upon the Chureh to gain its ap-
plause, He has laboured on, through good re-
port and bad report, through wars abroad and
wars at home, with siogular humility, un-
wearied perseverance, and guiet, indomitable
strength. Aided only by his worthy coadju-
tor, Mr. Wilson, he has placed your Institution
among the highest in Bengal. 1 do not forget,
hiowerver, that attempts have been made to re-
present bim as failing to realise, or indeed a3
not cven atlempting to realise, the very ends of
our Institution—that of gaining converts or
rearing a native ministcry.  Now, in regard to
converts, noman would rejoice more than Dr.
Qgilrie tn sce immaediate conversions result from
bis labours. Why, then, have there been, com-
parmatively speaking, so few, during these later
Fyears especially, in connection with our school ?
Is there anything to account for this in our
mode of dealing with converts, and which for
better or worse distinguishes our Institation

Tom cvery otherin Calcutta? I am notallud-
ing to the supposed difficalty common to every
oission institation of convincing their pupilsin-
tellectually of the trutbs of Christianity ; for
this is overcome in cases innumerable, so farat
least that prizes are gained by pupils for pass-
ing admirable examinations on its teaching, and
for wriing unanswerable essays on its cvi-
dences. Nor do I speak of the greater difficulty,
still common to all, of inducing them t¢ confess
Ckrist, b5 strengthening their moral courage
and sense of responsibility, both of which are
so fecble. Bot why, it may be asked, do all
those difficaltics growing ont of Brabmsznism
appear to be overcome in other schools, but not
in ours ? Firstof all, let me say, in reply, that
the question of baptising young Jads—*%boy
-converts,” as they bhave been termed—evea
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whea they have reached the age when the law
permits them to take such a step independent
of the wishes of their parents, is itself one which
may well give rise to a difference of opinion on
the part of missionaries, involving as it does
the questions as to the motives and genuine
conviction, and of some stability in the mind
and character, of the candidate—questions
which again involve the farther one of the
effect which apostacy on the part of the baptis-
ed might ultimately ~xcrcise on the cause of
Christianity among the Hindoo community.
By some missionaries in Calcutta it i3 assumed
that the mere fact of an cxpressed wish to be
baptised is itself, in the whole circumstances of
the case, which are so tryiog to the applicant,
a sufficient guarantee of his sincerity, and,
taken along with sufficient knowledge, that it
warrants the rite of baptism being immediately
administered to him. There is much to be said
in favour of this view; but Dr. Ogilvie has
been led by experience to come to a different
conclusion. He thinks it necessary to exercise
a far greater degrec of caution—indeed, as
some think, an almost morbid cauation—from
want of confidence in the native character. It
has, therefore, happened that several of his
pupils to whom he refused baptism have been
baptised elsewhere.

Another fact is that, in cvery case in which
the candidate for baptism is not so far inde-
pendent as to worldly circamstances as to be
able to support himsclf, he must, when bap-
tised, be supported by the mission. He is dis-
owned by his friends, and, havinglost caste, he
becomes an coteast from his family and the
whole Hindoo commuvrity. The mutual distress
of parcots and child at parting is very decp and
fervent; for it camnot, I think, be denicd that
filial aflcction, and the family union in general,
are very strong in India. But by whatever
motives the convert may be sustained when so
parling, the feelings of those whose child or
relative is resolved to be baptised are intensified
in the conscientious sacred hate, if I may so
speak, which wonld treat him as a vile thing,
deserving their curse, and to him all relief
would be refused on principle, evea in extremis.
No doubt this severity, arising out of the caste
system, is being greatly modified, and will, I
aclieve, soon crumble to pieces. In the mean
time it exists, and nccessitates the Mission
which baplises the convert to support him, and
10 stand towards him as a ruole in loco parentis.
The system of suppart has been called the
* Barrack System.” Dr. Ogilric, several years
age, gaveit up on grounds wlich, on the whole,
he deemed expedient, and calculated, in the
long-ran, to producc the greatest amount of
good and the least amount of evil. The cozse-
qaence meanwhile has bren to stop all bap-
tisms. Itis asignificant fact, that the cessation
of the * Barrack System,” and the ceszation
of baptisms, have been contemporancons,

It should be added that in thesc difficalt cir-
camstances, the Commitiee bave given perfect
freedom to all their missionaries 10 act in this
mauer as they deem most expedient in the case
of each applicant.

From all I have said it is, I thiok, cvident
that the comparative waat of ¥ converts® in our
Institutation may be accounted for on other
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ground than those which are tacitly assumedas
existing to the disparagement of our Mission
Institute and its missionaries. The same résults,
I have no doubt, would follow the same method
if adopted by other institutions. How far our
system requires modification, or what other
means may be adopted to obtain, by God's
blessing, more spcedy and longed-for results,
are questions of the first importance, which are
not forgotten by committees at home nor by
missionaries abroad. But I cannot at present
deal with them. I hope, however, that the views
addaced in the form-r part of my address may
lead you, not to measure the good done by out
scholastic missions by any such immediate re-
sults, however desirable and blessed those un-
questionably would be.

RESTLTS IN RAISING A NATIVE MINISTRY.

But the efficiency of our Institutions, especi-
ally the oldestin Calcutta, has been further
questioned, because failing in another, and, as
it is assumed to be, an esseniial end for which it
was established—that of raising up a native mi-
nislry.

Inthis case, as in that of converts, there are
difficalties common to all missions, which secem
to be either not understood, or not considered,
by our people at home. Some of these I bave
already alluded to. One arises from the fact
that candidates for the ministry in this, the first
generation, have necessarily been brought up
amidst all those heathen influences which every-
where are so powerful, but nowhere so much so
as inindia. We bave nothing, as far.asl re-
member, in the history of the Apostolic Church,
parallel to this. No collecting-link like the
synagogue belween Christianity and the
heathen exists in India; nor are we suficiently
informed from the Acts, or Epistles of the Apos-
tles, what their practice was in the ordination
of converts from heathesism. But supposing
we are able tosclect such as are worthy of this
high responsibility, when the best men are
found, those difficultics I have spoken of a few
minutes ago immediately arise—that of ndequa-
tely supporting educated native preachers, as-
signing to them really useful and hopeful work,
and governing them in an orderly manaer, so
as to keep them at it with wisdom, tact,
and perseverance. Such difficulties, howerver,
are lessening, and have, in many cases, been
overcome, but their existence must be realised
bcfox'-ic our position in this respect can be under-
stood.

EXPLANATIONS REGARDING DR. OGILVIE.

In so far as Dr. Ogilvic and our Calcatta In-
stitution are concerned, I wouid remind the
Assembly of the following facts :—That twelve
Fyears ago the then Foreign Mission Committee
recommended the General Assembly to aban-
don the Calcutta Institation, on the ground,
not of failure, but of attained success ; ¥ because
it had, in & great degree, attained the object
for which it bad been established-—that of mis-
ing up native converts to preach the Gespaed to
their brethren ;° and the evidence of this was,
that #at Calcntta there are not less than fifteen
converts of this class who, after the necessary
preparation, wight be able, as well as willing,
1o devote themselves to the service of Christ
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among their brethren.” The Assembly very
wisely, I think, rejected this strange proposi-
tion. This was in 1856, when that Committee
resigned. Remember, further, that at a subse-
quent period, but several years ago, three men
had been baptised—two of them twenty years
ago, in our Institution—and all of whom hsad
given satisfactory evidence of their sincerity
and ability, and had received & foor years’ spe-
cial training in the usval branches required in
order to pass the Presbytery as preachers. But
those very difficdlties I have alluded to so often
arose regarding their support as ordained mis-
sionaries, and their fields of labour, so as to in-
duce the Committee to delay their ordination.
But I now rejoice to say that, after careful in-
quiry regarding them in Calcutts; and having
made their personal acquaintance, we unani-
mously agreed to accept of their services, and
to guarantee to them as preachers such salaries
as they could easily command, and bigher even,
elsewhere; one of them, indeed, refusing all
support in the mean time, except whuat he made
in his Governracnt situation, and asking only to
be recognised officinlly as a preacher of the
Gospel.

But, to return to Dr. Ogilvie. I wishthe As-
sembly to understand clearly the circumstances
in which he declared his iniention of holding
this part of our school system in abeyance~for
atime at least. Why, be asked, attempt what,
ineven the most favourable ciccumstances, is
an extremely delicate and difficuit experiment,
to select one or more counverts, and for years
support them, educate them for the ministry,
aad then license them to preach, without any
sceurity being offered by the Church at home
for affording them adequate support? Was Dr
Ogilvie to be blamed, and not rather to be
commended, for thus pausing cre he increased
his supplies of what there was no demand for,
or for which at least no willingness was ex-
pressed to pay the price? The success, how-
cver, of our present experiment, made with the
hearty concurrence of Dr. Ogilvie, will'go far
to dctermine whether in the whole circumstances
of Hindoo training in the cities, we ate et ripe
for a further extension of a native minisiry, edu-
cated with all the advantages of English cul-
ture. The education of native peachers in the
vernacular, and with special reference to tho
Mofussil, is a totally differcat question, on which
I shail immediately speak.

But you must not imagine that our supposed
poverty in this respect presents an humbling
contrast with other cfficient missions, placed in
very much the same circumstances with our
own. As I have already stated, the Free Church,
so strong, cucrgelic, and efficient, has three or-
daincd men only in Calcutta. These were ordain-
twelve year, ago; and one, the late pastor of
the native church, hag, 1 believe, lately joined
the Government college as n professor, proving
at least bis ability, and the cultivation receiv-
cd in the mission school. About the same sum-
ber, all admirable men, have been ordained in
Madms and Bombay. The London Missionary
Socicty have but three pastors in Calcatta, or-
dained about five years ago. The Churck Mis-
stonary Society have bot onc cducated nativo
minister in Calcutta. These facts ought to con-
vince you that there are barriers at prescat
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¢which will probably continue fora time) in
the way of ordaining native ministers, and that
our alleged negloct of this branch of duty
should not hinder you from accepting the coun-
sel, which we beg respectfully to tende}', of
upholding and strengtheniog oar scholastic In-
suitutions, .

"INSTITUTIONS AFFILIATED WITH THE UNIVERSITIES,
NO OBJECTION TO THEM.

I do not think it necessary at this time of day
to meet another objection against our lastitu- |
tions, on the ground of their being “ affilinted”
to the Universities. Experience has fully vin-
dicated the practical wisdom of the course
adopted, io accepting of what must now be re- )
cognised as, in every respect, a great boon. In |
an educalional point of view, it has, as the
phrase is, kept our teachers * up to the mark.”
Economically, it bas made our Calcutia Institu-
tion, for example, so far self-supporting that,
‘last year, it cost the home Church £500 only,
and we expect very soon to see Madras and
Bombay in the same satisfactory condition. In
8 missionury point of view, it bas given us bun-
dreds of young men to instructin Christianity
who otherwise would be lost to us altogether,
and without any other audience as numerous,
continuous, or influentidl, as faras I can seg, to
take their place. Inced not add that no inter-
ference with religious instruction has ever been,
or can be, attempted on the part of the Govern-
ment Inspector. Among the many blessings
conferred By Dr. Duff, and through bis personal
influence, on Missions, few descrve more the re-
<ognition and thanks of the Church than his
having aided so powerfully to mould the Go-
verpment scheme as to extend its benefits to
mission schools. I admit that the system ne-
-cessarily involves the necessity of a very large
amount of time and exertion being devoted to
what is called “ secular” jostruction, and has a
tendency to divert the attentjon of the missiona-
xy from the chicf end he must ever bave in view.
But this is to be met—not by such teaching as
could only stand the examination of & Govern-
ment Inspector—but by an increase of efficient
snd devout Christian teachers such as will se-
cure this end, alo.g with all thet special edu-
cation in Christian truth aud Iife which 2 mis-
sion school, from its every nature, demands.

A SPECIAL MISSIONARY RECOMMENDED IN CONNEC-
TION WITH EACH INSTITUTION.

Secondly, I would advisean ordained mission- |
ary to be attached o cach of our Institutious, |
whose special work would be to act as an |
evangelist within and without their walls, l

While our Iastitutions should be organised
as colleges, fitted in every department to carry
out the Government idea of giving a thorough |
secular education, they should aiso be streng-
thened so as o carry out with equal cfficiency
the Church’s idea of giving a Christian cduca- |
tion in the knowledge and faith of Jesus Christ |
as the Saviour of the world. Now, while not
forgetting that cvery Christian teacher in our
schools shouid keep this end steadily and car-
acslly before kim, yet the special work of the
additional missionary, whom we recommend,
skould be, in thc division of laboar, to address
tbe stadents zach day, with the oae great object
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of bringing tho truths of tho Gospel, in which
they Lava beon Intelloctunlly instructed, home
to their hearts and consclences. The mission-
ary, morcover, who 8 omployed in such a work
as this for a short timo ench day during the
week must, on tho Lord's day, preach to those
young men who, In tho Presidency towns, un-
derstand tho English language, and whe most
assuredly will liston Lo him with attention, if,
in thought, powor, and, nbove all, in spirit, his
teaching evidences o brother who can under-
stand s brothor's difliculties, and truly meet his
ntellectual and moral wants. Could we get
such men for evon a fow years to be the teach-
ers, advisera, and sincoro friends of the natives,
they would be above all price. Is it conceiv-
able that no such londers can be furnished by
our Church for ao mugnificent a campaign ?
Ahght not some of our best parish ministers and
ablest men be sent out from lime fo time Jor this
greal work ?

AN EXTENSION OF TII MIGSION RECOMMENDED.

Thirdly, Wo would also recommend the ezx-
{ension of our Miasion. The idea may be in the
mean time at loust ontertained (to be practical-
1y carricd oat whon possible), of our taking up
a different kind of mission field among some of
the aboriginal tribes. Wo have been led hither-
to to undertake with othoers the most dificult
work within the whole wido ficld of missionary
enterprise. No othor flold can be compared
with that of Hindoolsm ; and Gyab, for example,
is Hindooism concontrated. It is well worth
the consideration of tho Church, whether we
might not break now ground, for the sake of
the less civillsed races themselves, and also
for tho sake of our peoplo at home, ‘some of
whom, we fear, cannot, with their weak faith,
be sufficiently interoated in the more difficuls,
prosaic, and unexciting, yot most noble, work
of beavy and Iaborlons mission ovangelisation
by means of scholnstic institutions and their
adjuncts.

But whether, as I hopo, wo shall do so ulti-
mately with such ald, in regard to men, as we
can, 1 feel assured, o{»udn l":':m the Continent
or clsewhere, if' not from home, we are now,
remember, locally connocted, through each In-
stitution as a centro, with neblo and most in-
viling districts, ablo to cxhnust not ourexertions
only but the exertions of tho whole Christian
Church, though theso woro increased ten thou-
sand fold. In Bengal, for example, and in
connection with Calcutta, there is a vast field
for vernaculnr schools and vernzcular preach-
ing. Here, thon, are tons of millions of =
peasantry as different from tho people “aboat
towa” as the Highlanders are from the people
of Loadon. Now, our native peachers, who
bave received an English cducation, and who
have been under the influence of English cal-
tare; may find a scopo for their energies among
their cducated nativo bretiren in the cities ;
bat for the rough masses in the Mofussil they
arc of comparativoly little use. An English
gentdeman of tho highest rank and highest
cducation might no doub! mnko the best mis-
sionary for the most rudo and uneducated
people.  He conld comprehiond them and meos
their lowest wants, as ono ignorant and uncal-
tivated might not bo able to do. Bot with &
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Bengalee gentleman it is, as far as I can jodge,
quite otherwice as a rule.
and cultare do not at present raise up such 2
native ministry. We have ourselves created
tastes and babits which unfit him for Mofussil
life. He would not take to it. Such at least
is my impression. We need, therefore, first of
2ll, 3 European to study and to mester the
vernacular, which, indeed, erery missionary
should do =3 much as possible. He himself
would be eble topreach, and, through vernacular

English education |

" #The Campbell’s are coming.”
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; panied the vceal music duting the evening and

played some Scotch pieces, all of which were
much appreciated by the audience. Miss Bessie
Pollok introducced the Res. John Campbell to the
audience in an appropriale manner by playing
The Rev.
Atllan Pollok, Chairman, the Rev. Messrs
McGregor, Stewart, McDonald, Camnbell,
Philip, the Hon. James Fraser, ard James
Fraser (Downie), Esq., made short and amos-

" ing speeches, interm.ngled with anecdotes and

schools, raise up both naiive evangelists and a .

people to understand their Christian teaching.
If the masses in Bengal are to be apyroached,
it must be through the vernacular. This woald

. and joung.

be at once an effective and an economical |

method®and is absolutely required as an im-
portzat branch of our Mission.

1 am persnaded .

thet it is slong this line of vernacular preacking |
and teaching that our Institotion, as from a X

central power, shoundd be developed.
FTEXALE EDTCATION.

It may be patorally expected by yoa that 1
should include female cducation 2s s part of
our cducstional mission sysiem which shonid
be more vigorousls supported and extended.
Tterc is no movereent in India at this moment
of greater interest, ormore hopeful in itsresalis;
then that cf female educstion, wheiler in
schools or in the Zenznas. I believe that India

3s grea s, o f -
is on the cve of great changes, or rather o , large. In the evening the Church was crowd-

Tapid progress, in this deparument, and that the
Charch ought, by means of femsle schools
and a mission to the Zeoanss, to take an ear-
nest 2nd sctive share in aiding it.
we do pothing as & Church for the females of
Indis.®

THE LOWER PROVINCES.

advises, whbich were bappily received by old
AMr. Philip read with much ex-
pressicn the instractitre and amusing Scotch
ballad, “Watty and Meg™ Tke sum realized
by the Soiree, after deducting 211 expenses is
$50, which is available for the purchese of
books and papers for the Sabbath School.
Orexing o? New St. AvpeEws Caczca
Pictov.—The new Church erected by tke con-

: gregation of St. Andrew’s was formally opened

At present -

NEw Grascow Scixzs.—The anatal Sabbath |

School Soiree of St Andrew’s Charch, New

Glasgow, iook place on tke 13th of Janzary. |
The whole sssembly woald namber aboat 400,

There were five tables, besides those on tke
platform, farnistied by the membess ef the congre-
gation. The pupils of the Szbbath Schocl,
123 ia nomber, were admitted frer.  After tea
the choir 2ad audience sang ke hywn, * Hap-
ps New Year;” asd intht coarse efthe evening
the kymps ¥ There's & beantifcl Home for thee,
trother,” # Shall we meet beyond the river T
L Rest in toily” were tastefally sung. Misses
Savah Fraser and Jessic A. lisater sang the
duet * Masic al Nightall,” and Miss Bell accom-

® We Iave, indoed, 2 Ladies” Association, Rowmizal-
1y connetted wiih the Choreh, wiich kxs keps alive
27 intenest in this Geld of BbosT: bat its ojvrztions
in ladia inciade om:xr fouT in nmmleT,
with an asgregsle ziteadzmoe of YTt 15) papils:
axd theve, hoxerer Ssefzl, =ie chiedy so as 14ng e
OAIF D 22 prekent Within o neach of oMuning
Sezxzie teachery oF zn wites,  Ther do nol
Thezseines 3¢ dineelly tpoa the edaction of the wa-
tive femmades.  Thea, agzm. the Ladics” Associztion is
peacticaly independest inonery fespocl ofthe Lanrch
3 Uy thromgh her Forednn Commitieor, ad so
hat FInRTaly ww hxte o oesine! whatener oTer its
f=nds, Imenzmemnent, missdomasies, o work. I camnet
bart iadulze 3he phasiaz hope dal the Ladis® Ago-
ciation, whEh Domizzily and lnpaly is —undis the
sTpesinteadenoe of ber Foreiga Commitice.” may yet
tma:s:cac'—‘ $0, 2NA 3 really eficikat branch of
oar M 1t large azasel reveave mizht be TS
mdd icenned

with, 1iamk, vy i good 10

on Sabbath, 18th January. The inaogural ser-
vices were conducted by the Rev. Mr. McGre-
gor, who preached two able and 2ppropriate
discrurses, one in English and one :n Gzlic.
In the =fternoon tke Rev. Mr. Heréman, the
pastor of the congregation, conducted the ser-
Tices; and in the evening the Rev. Mr. Pbilip,

+ of the Albion Mines, delivered 2n jmpressive

discour:z, and cencluded t:e services of the
das. The attendance on each occasion wss

ed, there being no service in the other Churches
in town.

The Church is sexted for about S00 persons,
tat will accommodate about a thousand, ex-
clusive of the cboir seats. It was desigoed
by the late Mr. Bamill, architect, nod cost
a2bont £6300.

Warsxce—0Qn the 1st Janoary, the Wallace
copgregatioa bad a Tree, adorned ard iliamin-
ated, with the object of raising funds for
Church purposes. Thke oceasion brought to-
gether a large conconrse. That the treat for
sight and taste which was prepared by tke
Rark ladies—wlko are cever we=ry in well-do-
ing—wsas appreciated, e have only o state
that the bandsome som of §$253 was reaiized?
This is very gocd remunerstion for ke lebonr
of oaly six weeks.

Groscrrowy axp Cambleay, P. E. J—At
the aaonal meeting of the coagregation of St
David's Church, Georgetown, keld on the 1ith
Ja..zary, the Sccretary stated that the som of
Ssiv, voird by the Synud in Joly last, had
been reccived towards payment of the debt on
the Manse, for which a vote of thanks was re-
corded. This had been given by ke Syred on
the cozditien that the congregation raise the
alanoer, and £32 the sam regoired, w2s at
once raised b private ssbecripiion.

An excelleat Maase is acw entirsly finished,
ard the Chzreh in thorosgh mepwin, and, for
the Srst time in the histerT of the congregetion
2l Cedls are paid i

C. P. CHURCH.
Txe 15ilowing statistics of the Cacads Pres-
byteriaa Church were fornisaed by the Res.

Prof. MacVicar at & missionary metting lately
beld ia Coité St. Charch:
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The Canada Presbyterien Church was now'
24 years old. The disruption took place in
1848,and at that time there were only 23 minis-
ters. He could not speak, however, as to the
zatal number in the United Presbyterian!
Church— it wes probably 40. There was then!
no college and no funds, Now there were 14
Presbyteries in Ontario and Quebee, with 278
minpisters, settled su charges with 50,000 mem-
bers, and 36,000 children in Sabbath schools:
1,600 elders,and 2600 deacons aud managers. The
total income last year from the statistical tables,
was 5346,545—only $150,000 below half 2 mil-
lion. This was s large sum in one way, but a
small ope in another. Some of the drygoods stores
jn Montreal did business to the amount of & mil-
lion 8 year but bere was the Lord’s business be-.
ing conducted with half a miilion. They bad,
moreover, 123 manses—would that there were
tnore He wasin a position now 1o speak as
oune of themselves—there cught to be 272,

They bad 80000 velumes in the Sanday
school and congregational libraries. They b,
howerver, faited to use the press as they ough: to
have done. Christ's people seemed inclined to
iet the worid bave it. It weas imporiant that:
every member shouald be scquainted with the
schemes of the Church. First, there was tbe,
the Synod Fund. which last year amounted to -
$2,147, écvoted to the incidental expenses of
Churct. Some socicties nol more numerous were .
far mors expepsive in their maragsmwent.

The next was the Widow and (- 1ans and
Aged and Infirm Ministers’ Fund, which wasen-!
dowed 10 the amount of 351,556. The collec-;
tion for this fund was notlarge. Then there
was the French Canadian mission, the amount
of which he had been unable to discover. The
fourtk was the Kankekee mission in lilinois by
Father Chbimguy, for which $3,489 had been
raised. The fifth was the Foreign mission,
$9,150, which was a mere bagatelle.  Thesixth
was the Home mission, which was devoted to
the diffusion of the Gospel around them, and for
which $12,517 had been mised, small indecd,
but larger than Jast year.

They possessed, besides, two catleges, Knax
Collcge, Toronto, which owaed property to the
smount of $20,000, and with its librasy. $390.-
©00. it had three professors, one tutor. and two -
trmporasy tetors, and an avemage of between
forty and fifty students. There was also the
coilege in Monireal which bad only been start-
eda year. It had §25,000 cndowment, aliboary
of 3000 voluames and twenty three students.:
The Chureh had thercfore between sixty and
seventy students. Al these resalts had been
attained in twenty-four ¥ecars, though they
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began with twenty-three ministers. 'Who says
they were doing nothing. This was the result
of ignorance, and it was not harmless.

Of foreign missions there were three, at Black
River, Red River and British Columbia. They
bad in fact no foreign field, and the sum of
$y800 was despicably small. One student un-
der him had announced his intention of entering
the foreign mission field. If they had the price
of all the spare dinners in Montreal, they would
bave five times the amoant. For home missious
they had only $12,000 for 151 mizsion stations,
21 of which were in the Presbytery of Montreal,
the rest being elsewhere. There were in all
138 places wanting preachers at the hands of
the Cburch. To mee: this there were only 13
probatibners, and when the students we¥e out,
there were 51 missionaries, leaving 154 piaces
withount preachers. They wanted ministers and
laymen to bestir themselves and take a deeper
interest ie the work. He weould now conclude
withsome geperal reflections.  First, the Church
was well organized. Second, that it wasa de-
lusion that Presbyterianism was declining. In
the Dominion of Canada therz are 1,377,893
Roman Catholics ; Presbyterians 469,845, or
aboet half a million less ; 455,272 Episcopalians;
421,933 Methodists ; 18,982 Baptists; 17,757
Congregatonalists. The Presbyterians were
here first among Protestants as regards num-
bers. In conclusion, he said such were the facts,
let others judge of ibe character of their faith.
As for their clergy not being cducated ; they
were, however, compelled to spend some four
¥ears in a theological coarse, and often those
less educated were fittest to smite the cnemy.
lie rc¢joiced in the prosperity of the Dominion,
bat thes must rally round the fiag of Prechy-
:crianism, aud not be afraid to speak above their

sreath,

Rev. J. B. Boxar~—This excellent and faiih-
ful minister, who has so long presided over the
American Presbyterian Church iz this Gity,
has lately, with the consent of the 3rd Presby-

ttery of New York demitied his charge. A

mast touching snd enthustastic farewell meet-
ing was held in the Church oa the 2nd of
Febroary, at which were present most of the
pastors of the City iacluding Dr. Jenkins of
our own Charch, and the Res. Canon Bong, of
the Episcopal Church, both of whom took
part inthe procecedings. Mr. Bonar leaves our
city  with the esteern 2nd good wiil of all
parties.

The cangrepation through Mr. Atwater,
placed ia Mr. Bonad's hands on the cveaning be-
fore his depariure, a cheque for $1620,00.

.
Arhdies

Selecicd.

PRAYER MEETINGS.

Rev. T.L. Casier, the anthor of the enclosed,
is one of the most stoceessiol of Presbyterian
Ministers of Brockisn, N. Y. (He has, I thiak,
cver one thousand communicasis; perheps
you may know how many.) At the comma-

pion oa the 17th of January last, forty-scven

new communicaants were received into Chureh
fellowship.  Several mission siations hsve
been planted in other parts of the city by tho
cfiorts of his people, which bave now grown
into prosperous churches. His suceess szems,
as he says, to licin his crowded prayer meetings
10 which the people come for the sincere worship
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of God, and not, as meny do upon the 8abbnth,
from curiosity or other worldly motives. It ls
impossible for cither people or pastar to go
home from such meetings without having tho
spiritual life of their souls revived nnd
strengthened. If we would consent to take o
leaf from the book of our neighbour, we would
not have prayer meetings sustained with Jifi-
culty in thirty -two congregations only uut of
one hundred or more in our Church, nor would
1ke statements in our Church report, as to tho iy
efficiency of these meetings, conlinue to bo # ro-
cord of what is only too true. (Sev Church
Report.) If our ministers could be induged to
conduct prayer meetings, not a3 a lecture, Liut
as a prayer meeting, as a meeting of the com-
municants sad others, for social prayer, theso
meztings would be no longer uninteresting
(Charch Report) many would attend, and our
Church would extend itself among the poople,

4 \What is the secret of the success of M, mm—'g
church ?” inquired a certain person of un older
in that church. The reply was—* The succoas
of our church lies in the prayer-mmectings.”
The question was wisely answered. From what
we know of the bistory of that church wo can
testfy that when their weckly gatherings for
prayer began to be full and carnest, the church
began to grow rapidly in number, zeal and gpi-
ritual power. And now the warm-hearted C!u}li-
tians who removed into the neighborhood of that

. church, seek 2 spiritual home there becuuas they
are fttracted by the warmth of a live prayer.
meeting.

It is folly to suppose that any minister, how-
ever gifted with graces of tongue or heart, cnn
build into permancat power and uscfulness, n
congregation of prayer-neglecting people. o
may draw a crowd to listen to him on the Sabe
hath, but unless the mercy-seat is crowded too,
there will be bat few converis gathered to the
commaunion table. If sucha charch enlargos,
it will be by ¥ certificates” from other churches,
and not by conversions from the world. Tho
root of a church does not lie in the pulpit; it
lies in ths prayer-meeting. There is the place
to waler the 100!, and very soon the branches
will bend down with the © {ruits of the Spirit.”
Whenever I see our own prayer-room filled, and
the prayers full oo 1 feel like saying to my fluck
what Elijzh s=id to the king, « Get thes up, fur
there is & sound of sbundaace of min.”

To bave a live prayer-mecting, several thinga
are requisite.  The pastor himself must atlond
it, though it is commonly best that he should
not conduct it. Itis the people's sereice, aud
shoald be led by one of themselves. The mw
begianers and the shy brethiren do not feol quito
so free to spe=k if toey sce the ministor in thoe
chsir. There is s tempiation for him to take
too much of the time in expounding and oxplain-
ing. The m2in pointin a prajer-meeting !s not
long speaking, but strong praying.

The pastor should *“ magaify” the mesting by
meking it prominent in the pulpit, and keoplng
it before the people. The southern leaders used
0 “talk op” their doctrines, in Congress and
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out,until their whole constituencies were leaven-
ed by them. Mr. Beecher preached anti-slavery
until ail the Plymouth congregation became
abolitionists. It is largely due to Mr. Spargeor’s
frequent cxbortations and to this inspiring ex-
nmple that the prayer-mectings in his Taberns-
cle have swelled to two or three thouzand at-
tendants! And nothing hielps a pastor topreach
well Like having a people to pray well.

In a live meeting no one waits to be called on
by name. In a dead formal meeling the prayers
are made *to order” and are commonly made
badly. If a brother has a prayer in his heart,
lot him launch it forth. 1f he has something
good to say, let-bim say it; and lhen sit doun.
When n speech gets beyond five minutes, it is,
cotamonly, like wheat “ruorning to stalky”
what the audience want is the kernel and not
straw. Bven good speaking may be over done;
some who speak well, speak rather too often.
IRoom should bz left to timid beginners and to
voung counverts. A dozen syllables uttered by
lips newly touched by the Holy Spirit are an
inspiration to any meeting.

Every church member should say to himself, or
herself, ¢ Woe is me if I neglect the place of
prager!”  And when that place of devotion be-
comes alive, then is the churchin a revival
On the other hand, every professor of Christ
who willfully shuns the gathering for prayer,
deliberately voles against a revival. Heis the
very man who needs most the blessing which Le
is thrusting from him.

A live prayer-meeting can only be maintain-
ed by those who pray at home, and who live in
ddaily communion with God. No stream can
rise higher than ‘ts fountain. While Cbrist is
the * well of water™ in Christians’ hearts, their
prayer-meetings never can run drs.

Brethren !the long everingshavccome. When
the world’s busy season isover isa good time for
the church’s busy season to hegin. Now for the
prayer-meeting!  And in Grant's terse phrase,
now is the time to - push things."—Rac. . L.
Cuyler in Erangelist.

LEVELLING UP OF SCHOOLS IN
IRELAND

TO THE ENITOR OP TRE DAILY NEWS

Sin,—A curious consequence carried with it
by the claim to employ ecclesiastical persons as
teachers in national schools is, that it involves
the right to emploF uncertificated teachers.  Al-
ready the Nationa! Board in Ircland concedes
the point, and does not require a2 nuz 0 havea
certificate.  If this is done while vet by law the
profession of a non-sectarian svsiem has to be
kept up, it is more than probable that under a
denominational one thie same would be the case
with monks. Further, it is at present conceded
that in schools * coanccted with convents and
monazteries” pavyment shall be neither for the
teacher nor the resalts, but for 30 pupils inaver-
age nltendance ten pounds are paid, and so on
according to a graduated scale. The mauvagers
hiave not to prove that the school has cither
trained teachers or well-taught children; only
that so many have been gathered within its
walls. Tec these two provisions add the farther
onc demsn ied, that no inspector but 2 Romaa
Cathiolic, and even he subject to the veto of the
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bishop of the diocese, shall visit these schools,
and what guarantec would the state have left
for any point of training ?  © Waay,” asks Pro-
fessor Nesbitt, ¢ would be the position of an
inspector who made a report, say. on & convent
sehool, distasteful to his ecclesiastical superior?”

Now the question raised by these remarkable
privileges,partly realised and partly asked for, is
not whether, judged by the experience of coun-
tries in which it bas been long tried under fa-
vourable circumstances, the conventual system
isso greata national good thatour publicmoney
is well bestowed in giving to convents the pres-
tige of institutions subsidised by the state, in
finding for nuns influential employment, in pay-
ing a bonus fur gathering childrer into convent
schools, and in stimulating the increase of those
as rivals to the ordinary national schools. Bat

the question simply is whether a system which |

to one class of schools would give these privi-
leges could be equal 10 all denominations, un-
less in some form it gave to each the right of
accrediting teachers wwhom the state bad not
proved, and of claiming payment for numbers
without testing results.

In order to meet the views of the bishops
yon must concede 10 every sect the following
rights:—1. To have denominational schools, of
which the state shall pay all but a fraction of
the cost. 2. To employ ecclesiastical persons
as teachers. 3. To refuse a conscience clanse.
4. To dispense with a certificate in cases where
ecclesiastical persons are the teackers. 5.1In
the same cases to claim payment by numbers
only, without any test of results. 6. To claim
money grants wherewith to buy school-books,
which, evenin history, shall teach according
1o sectarian predilections. 7, To have inspec-
tors only of their own sect, subject to the veto
of its ecclesiastica! authorities. If such cou-
ditions are to be given to one denomination
they must be given to all, else the principle of
religious equality, like 2 sail rent while being
hoisted, would be blown to picces cre it had
been fairly set up.

Suppose that a system thus studiously secc-
tarian could be maintained, what would be its
influence on the temper and future character of
the country ?  Among the arguments in favour
of disestablishment, one of those most constan-
tly put forward has been the spirit of sectarian

e ——n — e o e it

|

animosity kept up by the present use of the

pational funds. But perbaps it is just possidle
to find one redistribution of them which would
cnvenom that spirit even more. Had any one
conceived the design of rearing up gencrations
which could not possibly live in peace, bow
could he propose a more likely pian for carry-
ing it out, than that of putiing oae scction of
the coun'ry under Protesiant schools in which
sectarizn antipathy bad borrowed fresh heat
from recent conflicts, and the other under schoels
often taught by monks and auos, always by their
disciples? Mos: public men bave had some ex-
pericnce of the quality of mind resuliing in Ire-
land from exclusive Sectarizn training, evea
when given by the bighest teachers of the two
churches, and tempered with such influence as
libemal studies must exert. I am notaware that
onc of them bas risen in his place 1o say that
aoy couatry would be casy to govern if only
the whole of its people were as conciliatory and

1
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tolerant as the educated gentlemen whose office
tmakes them leaders of the opposite camps.  Yet,
while it would be casy to carry down to cvery
village school the antipathies of any college, it
would not be possible 10 carry down also iis
liberalising influences. The attempt to repro-
duce in every parish either Maynooth or the
Divinity School of Trinity College, on a vulga-
rized scitle, would be u strenge turn backwards
after the effort of thirty years to promote more
neighbourly relations.

Lor¢ Dufferin, in his inangural address as Pre-
sident of the Social Science Congress, with great
fulicity, touched on the gualities of mind which
ought 1o be cherished in Ireland by the influences
of education. Without bhesitation, he set down
the contentious, immpatient, and intoleraut spirit
as that which the control of the clergy would
promote ; while he beid that the statesman would
favour mutual forbearance, condour, repect for
the feelings of others, and patience under contra-
diction.

I do pot profess to quote his lordship’s words ;
but if he was correct, the statesmen represent
the spirit of Christianity on the poiats in ques-
tion better than the clergy. Be that as it may,
surely all will admit that, when animosity bas
seemed to claim a place as part of religion it is
the duty of the Christiun, as it must be the in-
terest of the statesman, to seek for institutions
which will display religion calming down ani-
mosity.

It is plain that but for clerical influence the
butk both ofthe Roman Catholic and Protestant
population would have accepted as 2 boon the
system of united education, combined with such
ample facilities for separate religious instruction
as are provided in the national schools. In
spite of the opposition from both sets of clergy,
Proiessor Nesbitt hasshown that the proportion
of *mixed” schools has gone on increasing.
Speaking in 1863, he says—** In the last year
there has been an increase of mixed schools in
cvery province of Ireland. In Ulster, of 1.7; in
Connaught, of 3.6; in Munster, of 4.5; and in
Leinster, of no less than 6 per cent.” The ef-
fect is this: © Nine-tenths of the Protestant pu-
pils ntiending national schools are on the same
benches with their Roman Catholic neighbours.”
Tuc distribution of population is such that in
must neighbourhoods 1 decided majority of the
class that frequent nationaj schools will be
cither Roman Catholic or Protestant. Inall
such cases the mixed scbool secures to the mi-
nority freedoms from compuision on the part of
the managers, or insult on that of the pupils.
To the wajority it secures a benefit scarcely less
valuable. “ They are bound to doand to say
nothing within the walls of the national school,
from yearsend to year's end, that can give pain
to a single ch'ld of adifferent faith from their
own.” This tmining in the Christian Juty of
honouring il men, and in the Eaglish virtue of
respect for another’s conscience, has not been in
vain. The Queen’s colleges andthe national
schools have done much to form men to the habit
of respecting the opinions of others, aad of
advanciag their owa by weight of reason and
good actions, rather by force and civil laws.

1 do noi know that I have ever heard even
extreme party men charge the Roman Catholic
population gererally with a desire for excep-
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tional rights in regard o education. Of course
they would demand equality with their fellow-
citizens, and with the ¢ most favoured” deno-
mination. But when that is secured, as in the
Model and other National Schools, they have
shown themselves, like other citizens, conteat.
The large attendance of their <hildren at the
mixed sciiools, and the fact that inspite of “the
incredible lengths of violence™ to which the
hierarchy bave resorted to keep them from the
model schools, 39 per cent. of the pupils in the
latter are Roman Catholics is & proof inaction,
that on this point the bishops represent, zot
1he body of our Roman Catholic fellow-citizens,
but 2 ultramontane power. It wiil prove that
throughout the United Kingdom the very mwen
who, as taught by their own religious and
moral sentiments, will stand by the Roman
Catholic citizen he claims equal rights, by force
of the same sentiments will be among the first
to withstand the clergy when they demaad
exceptional privileges, and will make short
reckoning with the claims of a hierarchy to
lord it over British citizens, like Roman pre-
lates in the Campagna.

The funds for the Irish national schools
come, in part, from the English taxpayer. On
thiz point the bishops raise a plea that is
weighty—namely, that as most of the landed
property in Ireland is in Protestant hands local
support for Roman Catholic denominational
schools should not be expected in the same pro-
portion as for Protestant ones in England. But
if, on this score, they reasonably claim a larger
proportion fiom the national purse, they might
expect that when Englishmen vote their money,
they will not vote away their interest in the
mode of its expenditure.

Taking the year 1567, had the English drawn
as much for education in proportion to numbers
as the Irish, they would have got some three
hundred thousand pounds more from the
treasury than they did. Had the Irish, in
proportion to numbers, contributed as the Eog-
iish, they would have given about eight times
more than they did. The average per head of
iocal contributions and school peace for every
child at school in England is fifteen shillings

aud ten pence, in Ircland three shillings and |

fourpence. This is computed on the average
attendance, which in England is 69 per ceat,
and in Ireland 35 of the total on the books.
Thus, if the average attendance in Ircland was
the same os in England, local zeal for educa-
tion would be represented by is. Sd. per head
agsiust the Enghsh 15s. 10d.  Of course the
excess of the cducational grant to Ireland 2bove
its proportion comes from the taxpayers of
Great Britain. God forbid that they should
gradge it. No outlay will pay better if they
look well after the spending of it; but to do
that they are bound. Let them sec, then, that
it goes to promote, not mutual repulsion and
variance, but that nnion of classes which helps
to the union of kingdoms. The hour in which
one national endowment is to be abolished be-
csuse it excited sectarian hatred is not the time

95

to end another originated with a view to allay
it, and to set up in its place a new one calcu-
lated to entsil sectariavp hatred with fresh
bitterness upon future generations. In 1841,
out of a total population of, say, twenty-seven
millions in the Uaited Kingdom, the Roman
Catholics counted at least sevenmillions ; now,
out of thirty millions, they are ooly about five.
We must assume that no decresse has taken
place in the population of Ireland since 1861, to
make them f{ive and-a-balf, allowing about a
million for Great Britain, which, on not slight
observation, I believe to be beyond the mark.
The Protestant nonconformists probably are
about twice as numerous; and in proportion to
their numbers they pay more to the revenue,
and burden it notably less. They give far
more votes at any general clecticn, Now for
themselves they claim no exclasive privilegas,
nor seck to spend 2 penny of public money ex-
cept under state control, for strictly national
uses. They do not want to be levelled up to
rejection of conscience clauses, to denomina-
tional inspectorship, and the other beights of
hierarchical elevation. They will not desire
differential privileges for themselves or differ-
ential burdens for any class of the population,
but they are not likely to sit still and let others
march before them with 2 lictor carrying fasces
of authority for which they in part must pay,
and from which they might possibly suffer.

If the systems of the two countries are to be
assimilated, it can be done by requiring, in
every English school, a conscience clause at
least as operative as thatin the Irishnon-vested
schools, by abolishing denominational inspector-
ship, and by adoptiag the principle of united
secular and separate religious instruction as
the beasis of such new extensions as shall be
made by the initiative of tbe siate, apd with
public money. Suorely we are not to wait
much longer for extensions made by the iniu-
ative of the state. Let the charches do what
they can, bat they cannot de all that ought to
be done. And as to the place and form religion
shall take in such new scliools, if that be fairly
left to the bulk of the English people, I shall
have more confidence than if it was decided by
the pleasure of the clergy and the squires. In
the hands of the latter many a school is now
doing work of an anti-Protestant kind which
under the control of the English people it would
not do.

if the Irish system is to be modifiecd—and
modified it ought to be—let it be in the serse
of making it more national and less deaomina-
tional. And if it is unavoidubl + that cither the
denominational system shall give way in Eng-
land or the nationa! in Ireland, the choice is
soon made. Under any nationai system which
the people of England will saaction the interests
of religion are not like!ly to suifer, but it would
be hard to say that under adcnominational one
in Ircland those of the nation would be free
from danger—I am, &c,,

W. ARTHUR.
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A HYMN, OR PSALM OF PRAYER.

¢ Be merciful untv me, 0 God, be merciful, uato me: for my soul trusteth in Thec."—Psalm

¢ lvil. 1.

M E merciful to me, O Lord!
N In Thee my soul doth trust;
E4 Be merciful to me! Thy word

Is sure, for Thou art just.

Be merciful to me, O Lord !
Grace, strength, support I need;
Be merciful ! fulfil Thy word,

Break not a bruised reed.

Be mearciful, O Lord! In me
Sins, like high mountains, rise;
Higher the grace that dwells in Thee,

It reacheth to the skies.

Be merciful to me! My heart
Polluted, full of sin,
Cries out, O God, for good Thou art,

Create me clean within.

Be merciful to me! These tears
And sins o'erwheln my soul;
I perish, Lord ! dispel my fears;

I die! O make me whole.

O God, be merciful to me
A sinner! For He died
Through whose great name I pray to Thee,

And now am justified.

“Be merciful,” is all my plea,
My soul still trusts Thy word,
And evermore will ery, “ To me

Be merciful, O Lord.” dJ.
Montreal.



