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THE PRESBYTERIAN.
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S B CALZ T e dispos
~ cd to be critical

N *
N { N NS we might sug-
- Y, gest that a less
wotley  com-
puund than that

of “ Pan - An-
glican” would
have been in
better taste asa
designation for
that mecting of
Anglican Bish-
ops which is
shortly to con-
‘ R vene at Lam-

&N ” beth, under the

; ausplees of the
ArcunBisior OF CANTERBURY. Sume of
our readers, perhaps, need to be told that
this Meeting (it 1s 2 misnomer to call it
Synod) is to be convencd at the suggestion

of the Right Reverend the Metropolitan |

Bishop of the Episcopal Church of Canada

i shall be asked, for there is no summons w

: attend this Synod or Council of Bishops,
twelve times twelve will assemble to-
'gethcr. It is safe to prediet that onme
| undred will be the outside number that
will present themselves at the Archbishop's
" Palace at Lambeth on the appointed day
! of mecting. We concede that there will
' be congregated on that occasion a large
amount of picty, of learning, of talent, and
of sense, and that no such meeting can
take place without resulting in good to the
individuals composing it.  Iron will sharp-
cn iron, thought will quicken thought, sense
© will awaken sense ; and mutual prayer will
bring down from heaven upon the assem-
| bled Pastors the blessings, may we not
! hope, of harmony and love. What will be
, the result of this conclave of Bishops upon
the Church Catholic we are unable to
divine, but we are willing tv wait that we

l may see it.
It is of moment to bear in mind that
this mecting of Bishops will have no autho-

in connection with the United Church of | rity over the churches or divceses which
Eogland and Ircland.* It is to consist of | shall be_therein represented. Those re-
as many of the Bishops of England and | commendations and decisions at which it
Ircland as may be willing or able tv come | may unanimously arrive will doubtless
together; of the Colonial Bishops (the | bave their duc influence upon the Anglican
Right Rev. Dr. Colenso, Bishop of Natal, | community. They will deserve the respect-
excepted), all of whom will. without doubt, | ful consideration of cvery member of the
be ready to put in an appearance at Lam- | Protestant Episcopal communion, whether
beth, if they are able; as many of the | he be Briton or American. But what can

Bishops of the Episcopal Church in the
United States as can be spared from their
dioceses; and the Bishops of the Episcopal
Church in Scotland, who will be glad,
doubtless, to be placed for once on a

with their titled and better-paid brethren
of England and Ircland. If all come who

* 2 Pan-.Anglican Synod. A Scrmon preached
in the Cathedra! Church of Christ in Oxford, on
Suanday, Dec. 23, 1§66, by Francis Fulford, D.D.,
Lord Bishop of Montreal nnd Metropohitan of
Canada.  With an Appendix. Published at the
request of the Lurd Bishop of Uxfurd, and the
Clergy then ordained,

we hope for of unanimity in a meeting in
which will be maintained views <o contra-
dictory as those which are scverally held,
for cxample, by the Bishop of Salish
and the Bishop of Ohio? Wil the ritual-
ists and consubstantiationists of the Salis-
' bury type be drawn towards men of such
| low and loose chirchmanship as Dr. Mcll-
vainc and the Bishop of Durham?  Will
thosc who are quite ready to plunge into
union with the Greek Chureh, if oot with
the Church of Rome, listen to the ap
which will be made by others for Catholic
unity in the direction of Lutheranism?
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Will there be any common ground upon
which the Broad Church Bishops and the |
Evangelicals can stand ? :
But a principal object which the pro-
moters of “Pan-Anglicism” aim at is’
the device of some method by which the
Churches which, as from a mother, have
sprung from the Church of England can !
be brought into practical and visible unity. ;
If this can be accomplished, 1t is hoped
that the Anglican Church thus cemented
may become the centre to Christendom of"
an all-embracing and therefore catholic .
union. There are some difficultics in the |
way of such a union. The Episcopal
Churches of the British Colonies, of the '
United States, and in Scotland might find |
no interposing hindrance to some general
scheme of inter-recognition and correspon- |
dence, but the United Church of England .
and Ireland must obtain the sanctiun of |
the THREE EsTATEs cre she can become
completely en rapport with her daughters. |
Then would arise the delicate question of |
the position which the Church of Scotland
sustains towards the British (not English) ,
Parliament. Could the Church of Scot- |
land be ignored in any legislation affecting |
the ecclesiastical interests of the Empire ? .
The Episcopal Church in Seotland is not
recognised by the Parliament and Govern-
ment of Great Britain. Moreover it is
not the offspring of the English Church, |
and widely differs from her in her ritual ,
and its teaching. ’
Let us however suppose this difficulty ,
surmounted, let us imagine Pan Anglican |
unity accomplished , what proportion of
even Protestant Christendom would be re-
resented in this union ? In Canada not
a third, in the United States not a sixth,
in Australia not a larger proportion than |
in Canada, in England alittle more than
half, and as to Scotland and Ireland :11
.compsrative handfcl in each. Yet thisis
the church which is to draw all men into
its embrace! The millions of Baptists, of
Methodists and of Presbyterians in the
United States, the millions of Presby-
terians in Scotland and Ireland, and the
millions of dissenters in England and
Wales, impressed by the unity, and conse-
quent power of Episcopalianism, will it
may be hoped, see it to be their privilege
to fall into line, and swell the numbers and
magnitude of * the Church I There are
to be no concessions. The conclave of
Bishops will insist upon the divine right
of Episcopacy; Christendom it is expect:
ed wil receive the dugms, and bowing itself
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before the Right Reverend Fathers, hnm-
bly seek from their consecrated hands
the gift divine. No one who reads. the
appendix which follows Dr. Fulford’s ‘‘Ser-
mon” in his Pan-Anglican pamphlet can
doubt that this is the temper with which
the subject of Catholic Unity will be dis-
cussed at Lambeth. The Bishop, and we
blawme him not, is a firm believer in the
New Testament authority for the three-
fold order of ministers in the Church—
Bishops, Priests, and Deacons. We can
find no such warrant in the Sccond Tes-
tament ; but then this may arise from de-
fective searching, or from the prejudice of
carly education. What we wish to show
is that there was a time when the Church
of England preferred no such assumption
as is now put forth, namely, that no_true
order of ministers can esist where Epis-
copal hands have not been superimposed.
The Socicty fur the Propagation of the Gos-
pel long employed Missionaries who were
non-episcopally ordained,and, unless we mis-
take, has some such still on her list of mis-
sionary clergymen. Protestant Pastors from
the continent, non-cpiscopal, have within
the last forty years occupied English Church
pulpits on the authority of the Primate.
Scotch clerzymen cre now have been induc-
ted into Anglican benefices; their ordination
by ““the laying on of the hands of the Pres-
bytery” having been deewed valid; and
there is the case cited in Convocation by the

i Dean of Westminster of consecration to the

episcopal office being conferred by the sane-
tion of Bancroft, Archbishep of Canterbury,

' upon Whitgift, a presbyter of the Church

of Scotland, without reordination. Wesay
then that the Church of England has gone
backward in Catholicity and that she is in
a temper now less likely to promote Catho-
lic unity than she was fifty years ago when
she recognized as true Churches her sisters
of the Reformation, whose ministerial orders
were Presbytesial and nov Episcopal.

We hope for no return to * Catholic
Unity"” in this direction, albeit the follow-
ing statement by the Bishop of Montreal
of one of the subjects to be considered by
the assembled Bishops :

«In order to bring about the res-
toration of such intercommunion with
any other branches of the Church, now
estranged from us, some arrangements
should bc agrecd upoo, whereby the
terms of such restoration may be
scttled with the general consent of the
whole body : since it is neither wise nor
just that separate Churches, and still less
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that individual members, should in so se-
rious a matter be supposed to speak for the
whole communion, while in truth they are
only acting on their own jadgment and after
their own will, and sv perhaps, instead of
advancing, are really retarding any satis-
factory more gencral action. Churches may
be in the enjoyment of real and effectual
intercommunion, without being identical
in all their usages and ceremonies, provided
that the pure Word of God is preached
in them, and the Sacraments be duly ad-
ministered according tu Christ's ordinance
in all those things that of nciessity are re-
quisite to the same.” But it i> not ne-
cessary that traditions and ccremonies be
in all places one, and utterly like; for at
all times they have been divers, and may
be changed according to the diversitics of
countries, times, and men's mauners, so
that nothing be ordained az.iust God's
Word.” ™

This looks very liberal on the sucface;
but the hinge upun which thie door of in-
tercommunion hanys is.that iu the Churches .
to be admitted to fellowship * the pure
Word of God is preached in them. and the
Sacraments duly administercd in - those .
things that of necessity are requisite to the
same.”  But thisopens the whele questivn
of ecclesiastical orders and gzovernment
and who does not kr:ow that this nineteenth
article of the Clurch of England is the .
pivot upon which thrns that High Church
Artillery which Anglicans level against \
non-cpiscopal communions. The Sacra- .
ments are nat “Jdualy 7 administered save
by episcopally ordained miuisters, c7go they
are not “duly " administered by Preshy-
terian Clerey.  We have stated cnough to
prove that this was not the interpreiation
put upon the unineteenth article by the
founders of the English Church whe, with
their successors, acknuwledged the true or-
dination of the ministers of those Reformed |
Churches which did not retiin Episcopal ,
forms. The assumptions of the Anglican ,
Church are such that a very large propor- |
tion of the Irotestant Clergy throughout |
Europe, Great Britain, the Colunies and i
the United States are disuwned as Minis-
ters, and are declared destitute of the power ,
of “duly " administcring the Christian Sa-
craments.  This is the zceneral opinion and
teaching of the Anglican Church of the
nincteenth century, the comparatively few
Bishops and Clerey who concede a truc or-
dinatien to Presbyterian  Ministers are
voted unfaithful to Mnglican “ principles.”

It is undenisble that e thought of the

i
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Church of England is largely turned to-
wards the Greek Church as the safest and
surest step towards “ Catholic unity ”'; and
we do not doubt that the propriety of a
movement in this directivn will occupy the
attention of the Pan-Anglican Conclave.
That such a union will find earnest advo-
cates amongst the assembled bishops is cer-
tain. Many of the  chief pastors " in the
English Chureh, and sume of the bishops
of the Episrupal Church in the United States
have for some time past looked with long-
ng eyes towards the Eastan Church, wish-
ful to gain strength and influence in Chris-
tendom for their own communion by a sort
of umalgamation with the larger and more
ancient body. We suppuse they have fels
thdir cumparative fewness and fecbleness
in the Church Catholie, and are desirous of
presenting a more august and influential
apptarance before non-episcupal communi-
ties in favour of their ecclesiastical assump-
tions. We will imagine all the difficulty
as to ecrrors in Oriental doctrine and
worship surmounted by the Anglicans who
fasour this union, we will imagine these
Rizht Reverend Councillurs willing to over-
look the ignorance and superstition and im-
morality which so largely prevail amongst
the “ Apostolic™ clergy of Russia and Greece,

" aud taking them into their curdial embrace ;

did it never strike them that it would
b2 the child embracingagiant?  Anglican-

, ism would be absorbed by its mightier rival
' 1n apostoiic claims. partaking of the oriental

taint of superstition and heresy. Do the
Anglican clergy suppose that the Greek
Church wili allow them to dictate terms
of union ? A separatist and schismatical
scet impose their forms and articles upon
the Church of Constantine and Athanastus !
Or fur the sake of “ Catholic unity " will
these members of the Anglican Church be
willing to conform to the practice in wor-
ship, to the dogmas, and, by re-ordination,
to the orders of the Greek Cummunion ?

A growing sectionin the Anglican Church
are looking for peace with Rome. Dr.
Puscy leads the van of thismovement , and,
as is meet, the Roman Catholic Church dis-
parages and despises the coquettings of these
“advanced " churchmen. Viewing the

- English clergy as schismatics, they demand
! repentance and a return to * the Church.”

Archbishop Manning invites them to this

" step as the only way to union and reconci-

lation.  “Come back to your Mother

" against whom Feu have sinbed. You are

conferring ordination which is no ordina-
tion, for your hands have not received
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the true apostolic consecration, you are | is directed to the fact that there is not one

ministering sacraments devoid of sacrament-
al grace, for your priestly ordination is in-
valid. Imitators of our ritual and order,
your communion is destitute of the true, the
Catholic basis.” With such language as
this are these Anglo-Catholics met, and
on their own advanced principles they have
never answered it. We do not suppose
that any of the bishops who have been con-
voked to Lambeth will advocatean advance
by the Anglican Church towards Rome.
But why not, if the sacraments are duly
administered by the .Roman Catholic
“clergy.” If they have apostolic order,
if the bishops are true bishops, the priests
true priests ; if no error in doctrine, ifno de-

adation of superstition suffices to deprive
the Church of Rome of apostolicity, by all
means let the theory be confessed, and let
those who accept it return to ¢ the Mother
of us all.”

The progress in England of advanced
ritaalistic practices, the embodiment of
Tridentine doctrines and teaching, is the
great danger which the Anglican Church
has to fear. The mind of the people of
England is intensely Protestant; and so
long as the Reformed origin and character
of the English Church are maintained, the
people will be willing to uphold its con-
nection with the State; let this Romanizing
tendency be fostered and followed, let it be
seen that Apglicanism is but another name
for a rcproduced Romanism, and, through
the Parliament, the people will insist that
the Church shall be no longer National but
shall care for itself. It will take but little
more to wake up the Protestant feeling and
determination of the people of England;
and then, though it should be by a Revolu-
tion and through blood, they will overthrow
the onee Reformed, but now fast-becoming
faithless church of their Protestant ances-
tors.

ONGREGATIONSIn ar-
., rear to the Synod Fund
are respectfully requested to
pay the amount due at the
carliest date possible, in order
at once to place the Finance
Committee in commaund of
the funds they require to
meet the cxpenses of the
Synod, and also to allow a reasonable inter-
val to clapse before the annual contribution
is called for. The attention of Presbyteries

l
[

Presbytery which has no congregation in
arrear. It is believed that a little timely
and well directed effort might place all the
Presbyteries in the honourable position
which they should hold.

With a view to keep congregations re-
minded of the claims of this Fund, it is
proposed to acknowledge sums received
during the course of the year in the col-
umns of the PRESBYTERIAN, to which con-
tributors are respectfully referred.

I invite the attention of our
readers to the advertise-
ment on the cover regard-
ing the opening of the
twenty-sixth  sesston  of
Queen’s College, We have
received a copy of the cal-
endar for 1867-68. The

) information it contains is ali
that can be desired. Its preparation shows,
as usual, great care and excellent arrange-
ment. The course of study is very com-
plete, and, conducted under the regulations
announced, must secure a high standard of
education for intending graduates. The
library must be rapidly growing in value,
both by donations and purchases. It ig
gratifying to notice a considerable increase
in the number and worth of the scholar-
ships offered for competition, and we spe-
cially commend the determination of the
authorities to render all scholarships and
bursaries means of encouraging and reward-
ing the diligent student. We are pleased
to koow that inquiries for information are
much mor¢ numerous than they have been

for some years, as this circumstance is a

very favourable indication of the prospects

for next session as regards attendance, pros-
pects which, we hope, will be fully realised.

The central and healthful situation of the

institution, cconomy of boarding, and tho-

rough system of training ought to go far
as mducements to seek at Kingston the
benefits of a University cducation. We
conceive it to be the special duty of all true
friends of the Church to exercise their in-
fluence in this direction and bebalf. The
enlightened, animated, and gencrous dis-
cussion of the affairs of the college by
which the last meeting of Synod was dis-
tinguished, was, in our opinion, an cxpo-
nent of increasing interest and confidence
which ought to have weight with parents
and guardians and intending students, and
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will certainly strengthen the hands of the
managing Boards in their endeaver to aug-
ment the public usefulness of the institu-
tion. We are specially concerned, of course,
with the provision made for the education
of students for the ministry, while we de-
sire as much as possible that the college
continue to be of general benefit to all
classes of the community. We thercfore
Jook with peculiar interest to the success of
the project for endowing a new professor-
ship in the theological department. The
parent Church has made the liberal offer of
£100 stg. per annum for this purpose, oo
condition that £200 stg. be provided in
this country, and we arc glad to hear that
while this proposal disposes of an applica-

9

-

61

peuple, that the necessity and advantage of
the scheme be clearly stated, and that a
vigorous and united cffort be made to at-
tain the object in view.

Copies of the Annual Report of the Ju-
venile Mission in pamphlet form have been
sent to all the ministers of the Church, and
ulso to others contributing to the scheme, It
is respectfully requested that these Reports
may be read and circulated, especially in
the Sabbath Schools. The progress and
success of our Juvenile Mission is a most
gratifying and encouraging proof of the
missionary spirit which animates the youth
of the Church.

O e

tion for the institution of & theological
school at Halifax, the Synod of Nova Sco-

tia, recently met at Charlottetown, has ac-
cepted as highly satisfactory the resolutivn

passed by the General Assembly. It only

remains that a scheme to raise an endow- |

ment of say £3,500 be placed before our

As the Sccretary-Treasurer of the Tem-
poralit s Board will be absent from the
Province for some time, it is requested
that communicativns or remittances may
be addressed until further orders to James
. Croil, Esq., Morrisburgh, P. Ontario.

Hebos of our @hure).

RESBYTERY OF MoNTREAL.—The
Presbytery met on the Tth
ult., in St. Andrew’s Church,

the Rev. Joshua Fraser, Moderator

.in the Chair.

The Minutes of last meeting
were read and sustained. Elders’
commission from St. Gabricl

Chburch, Hemmingford, and from
Russelltown Flats were read and sustained.
Collections from Ormstown, St. Paul's and St.
Matthew’s, Montreal and Laprairie, for the
French Mission were reported.

The Rev. Dr. JENKINS, as Convener of the
Home Mission Committee, reported verbally
the proceedings that had been taken since the
meetings at Laprairie and St. Louis de Gonz-
ague, and read a report of the work done by the
Rev. Mr. Balmain, the Presbytery's City Mis-
sflonary. The report was received and adopt-
ed.

The Rev. Dr. MATHIESON reported that ke
had proceeded to St. Louis de Gonzaguo and
aienensed the Sacrament, the prospects of o
successful effort to reorganize the Congregation
being of a most favourable character.

The report was reccived and the thanks of
the Presbytery given to Dr. Mathieson.

Th. Rev. Mr. NIVEN read a memcrial from
the Congregation of St. Louis de Gonzague,
prayiog the Presbyte.j to grant such aid as
they may conside: suitable, and asking that
steps be taken to settle Mr. Niven among them.
He reported that the strungest desire was felt
for this settlement, that the attendance was

Church, Montreal; St. Andrew's

largely increasing, and that assistance for a
limited period was all that would be necessary.

The matter was left over till » later part of
the meeting. .

The Clerk was instructed to write to the
Temporal Board of the Elgin Church, to request
that the arrcars due to the Colonial Committee
be collected and paid over.

The Rev. Mr. CLARK moved that a Com-
niittee, to be called the Presbytery Cummittee
on Statistics, be appointed tv draw up sched-
ule, and that they report at the neat meeting of
Presbytery. Agreed to.

The Rev. Dr. JENKINS read the minute which
had been prepared to convey the thanks of the
Presbytery to Mr. Ellice and Mr. Browning, for
the gift of the church at Beaubarnois, which
was approved of and ordered to be engrossed.

The Rev. Dr. MATHIESON reported that he
had made arrangements to have & deed prepar-
ed by Mr. Hunter in cobjunction with Mr.
Browning, so as to secure a legal title.

The report was received and adopted, and
the appointment of Dr. Mathies  to receive the
deed continued.

The memorial from St. Louis de Gonzague
baving been brought up, it was ordered tbat
the legal steps should at once be taken to com-
ply with the prayer of the memorial.

Rev. Mr. CAMPBELL reported that the con-
gregation of Laprairic were most anxious to
secare & manse fot their minister, and ha ™ held
a meeting for this purpose, at wh.ch it was re-
sulved to raise ns much as pessible among
themselves, but that it might be necessary to
make 2 collection throughout the Presbytery,
for which leave would be asked.



262

Sr. HUNTER confirmed the statements of
Mr. Campbell, and thought the leave asked
should be granted. The requisite leave was
given.

Rev. Mr. BARR stated that it was with great
satisfaction he begged to inform the Presbytery
that Mr. E. J. Barbeau, Actuary of the City and
District Savings’ Baok, had in the handsomest
manner possible, presented two luts ndjoining
that on which the church was placed to the
congregation, and & deed wculd be signed as
soon as prepare”. The whole ground was now
fenced in.

Dr. JENKINE moved that the Prestytery
express their sense of the gift now wentioned,
and be thought that the Clerk should be in-
structed to convey to Mr. Barbeau the thanks
of the Presbytery for this bandsoms gift.

The suggeston was agreed to, and the clerk
was instructed to convey to Mr. Barbeau the
feeling of the Presbytery.

Mr. ROSS (Dundee) asked permission of the
Presbytery to collect within the bounds assist-
ance towards the building of the new church,
the cstimate for which was considerably over
tho amount the people had been able to con-
tribnte.

After discussion leave was granted.

On motion of Mr. ROSS (Dundee), seconded
by Mr. MASSON, it was resolved that after the
counclusion of this Syoodical year, the days of
the regular quarterly meetings be changed from
Wednesday to Tuesday.

On motion, it was resolved that the Presbhy-
tery adjourn, to meet at St. Louis de Gonzague
on Wednesday the 21st instant, at two o'clock.

PrespyTERY of Pertin.—The Presbytery met
in St. John's Church, Brockviile, on the 16th of
July, for the purpose of ordaining the Rev
Daniel McGillivray, Preacher of the Gospel. to
the office of the Holy Ministry, and inductung
him to the pastoral charge of the Church there.

The Rev. Mr. Wilson, of Lanark, Moderator
of the Presbytery, preached an appropriate and
excellent sermon “On the Discouragements
and Encouragements of the Christinn Minis-
try.?  Mr. Bain, of Perth, addressed the Minis-
ter, and Mr. Mylne, the people.

Mr. McGilliveay held high rank as a student
during his course at Queen's College. He
passed tho Synod's Examining Committee, at
last meeting of Synod, with great approbation.
His trial discourses and examinations, also be-
fore the Presbytery, were sustained with com-
mendation.  He has received a unanimous call
from the congregation at Brockrille.

Both minister and people have our best wish-
¢s that the settlement which has so auspicious-
Iy taken place, may be a long and happy one—
greatly conducing to their mutual advantage
and to the glory of God.

OrpiNaTiON AND INDTCTION AT PRICEVILLE.—
On Wednesday, the 15th of August, the Pres-
bytery of Guelpl met at Priceville for the or-
dination and induction of Kev. Donald Fraser,
A. M, Preacher of the Gospel, as Minister of
St. Andrew's Church, Priceville. The Pres-
bytery had met the previous day for the exam-
ination and for receiving the trial discourses
of Mr. Fraser. These were found to be satis-
factory.
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Tho Rev. Alexander Hunter, of Leith and
Johnson, presided on the occasion and preached
an excellent discourso from Romans i., 14 15,
“1 am debtor both to the Greeks and Ba ba-
rinng ; both to the wise and to the unwise. So,
ag much as in me is, I am ready to preach ihe
Gospel to you that are at Rome also.”

After sermon and prayer, Mr. Hunter stated
the occasion of the meeting, and narrated the
principal steps taken for the settloment of Mr.
Fraser, who, having been called upon, returned
satisfactory answors to the questions put. The
officiating minister then descended from the
pulpit, and did, by solemn prayer and the lay-
‘ng on of the hands of the Presbytery, sct
apart the Intrant to the office of the Holy Min-
isty and afterwards gave him the right kand
of fellowship. After induction the Intrant re-
ceived the rigist hand of fellowship from all
the members of the Presbytery present.

The newly inducted Miunister was then suit-
ably addressed by the Rev. John Whyte, of
Arthur, and the assembled congregation were
also, in an appropriate manner, addressed by
the Rev. Matthew W. Maclean, of Paisley, on
their respective duties.

After the conclusion of the service the young
Minister received a warm welcome, in shaking
of hands, from his numerous flock.

Priceville congregation is the fifth new pas-
toral charge that has been formed and supplied
with a minister in connection with the Church
of Scotland since the organisation of the Pres-
bytery of Guelph in the year 1860. During
the seven years of its existence pastors bave
been inducted for the first time into Mount
Forest, Leith and Johnson, Kincardine, Owen
Sound and Priceville. In addition to these,
the pastoral chiarge of St. Andrew's Church,
Paisley, has been revived, and is now in & very
prosperous state.  While all this affords no
ground fur boasting, the friends of the Church
who know the circumstances of the case, will
agree that it furnishes reason “to thank God
and take courage.” Much, very much work
still remains to be done. This must, with
Christian fidelity, be discharged. Difficvlties
must be overcome and trials endured. Then
with the Divine blessing success may confi-
dently be looked for. 1t is hoped thatere long
Mount Forest, Kincardine and Southampton,
which are at present vacant, will be supplied
with good ministers of Jesus Christ.

1t is lughly probable that a new Preshytery
will be formed by the authority of next Synod,
whose designation may be, The Presbytery of
Owen Sound, comprising nearly all the con-
gregations now specified, with some not men-
tioned. Tt will then signify less than it wounld
at present how the Presbytery of Guelph is
disposed of.

The example of the congregation in Price-
ville in liberality, is likely to stimulate their
neighbours. They have guarantecd their minis-
ter five bundred dollars annually.

Parrk Hitr.—On the 16th of June the Sacra-
ment of tho Lord's Supper was dispensed at the
Church of Scotland Mission Station, Park Hill,
Ontario, by the Reverend John M. Macleod of
St. Andrew’s Church, East Williams. We be-
lieve that this is the first Communion dispensed
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in West Williams, in connection withany Pres-
byterian denomination, and we regard the cir-
cumstance as a favourable indication that the
cause of the Church of Scotland is 1ot dead in
the West. There are, indeed, many in the
western and north western regions of Oalario,

who earnestly long for the services of ber !

ministers, and who are proud to own ber as
their ecclesiastical mother

East WiLLtays.—The Holy Communion was |

dispeased in St. Andrew's Church, East Wil-
liams, on Sunday the 1lth ult.
being remarkably fine there was an immense
asscmblage of people.
were conducted in the Church, and the Gaelic

congregation, which wos very large, metin the .

bush near the Church. It is a cause of unfeign-
ed gratitude to God to see so mauy of his peo-
ple gathering together on such a solemn occa-

sion, to hear the word of life, and itis to the ;

glory of his name, and to the honour of his
Churceh, that the Reverend gentlemen who as-
sisted the pastor of the congregation of East
Williams on the above occasion, namely, the
amiable minister of Westminster, and the ear-
nest young minister of Fingal, bave left an im-
pression which it is sincerely hoped will be
permanent.

The congregation of East Williams had its

trials in former years; butitis to be hoped that !

these will be only remembered as a ground for
deep self-humiliation before God, while on the

other hand they should be regarded as ofsmall -

account in view of the present satisfactory con-
dition and future prospects of the congrega-
tion.

Beavrarxois.—The annual report of the

Beauharnois congregation is in some respects

of an encouraging nature. The manse is aow

free of debt, the last instalment hasing been

paid, and a sum of $19 left over. The collec-
tions for the year have amounted to $135.80c.
of which $61.78c. were appropriated to the
different Schemes of the Church, and $71.92c.
paid out for current expenses. All the opera-
tions of the congregation appear to be carried
on systematically, and the accounts and method
of drawing up the report exceedingly credit-
able. There is, however, one discouraging
feature, and that is the falling off in the pay-
meat of stipend to Mr. Sym, the much respected
pastor. Several causes have contributedto this,
voue of which reflect discredit on eitker pastoror
people, the chief cause being the diminution of
the Protestant population, from the removal of
many to seek more profitable employment else-
where. A very slight additional exertion
would, howerver, there is little doubt, make up
the shortcoming, and it i3 to be regretted if
one, and be probably the least able to bear it,
should have to sustain the whole loss. The
peat way in which the different parts of the
report are got up, i3 highiy creditable to the
Secretary and Treasurers.

Orustowy CoxcreGatroN.—This congrega-
tion is about commencing to build & new
Church, to be seated for five hundred and
twenty five, on the ground floor, the necessary
data arc in the lL.ands of an architect in Mon-
treal for furnishbing plans and specifications.

The weather .

The English services :
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It is to be built in the piain Gothic style, and

will be in every way in keeping with the

wans and tastes of that large and respectable
¢ congregation It is expected that the contract

for completing the work will be given out this
' full. We understand that no outside nid will
be solicited, an honourable exception in these
days in country places.

Puesextation at Waternows.—The ladies
of the Waterdown branch of the Nelson and
Waterdown congregation waited at the maase,
on their pastor the Rev. Henry Edmison, M.A .,
and presented him and Mrs. Edmison with a
valuable tea-service. This is not the first
' occasion ou which the people of Waterdown
have given tangible expressions of their good
will towards their minister. Such indications
of good feeling, on the part of the congregation
. must have a tendency to strengthen the hands
aud encourage the heart of the pastor in his
i arduous labours.

Amid the cares and anxieties incident to a
minister's life, next to the smile of heaven,and
the approbation of a good conscience, is the
' assurance that his services are appreciated,
that he possesses the unfeigned affection and
esteem of the people among whom he labours,
and that they entertain kind and fricndly feel-
ings towards him.

St1. Axprew's Cucren, Garr, C. W.—PgE-
SENTATION.—On Saturday, the 20th of July,
* John C. Tindal, Esq., Secretary of St. Andrew's
Churceh, Galt, , waited on the Rev. Mr. Muir at
the Manse, and in name of the ladies of the
cougregation presented him with a handsome
silk pulpit gown and cassock.

The following is the address:

To the Rev. J. Bareray Mum, A. B.—Rev.
and Dear Sir.—In name and on behalf of the
ladies of St. Andrew's Church, Galt, 1 beg
' your acceptance of this pulpit gown asa token
" of the esteem and regard in which you are
held by the congregation over which you have
been recently settled pastor.

Trusting that in the good provideace of the
Great Disposer of events you may be long
spared to wear it as minister of that church,

[ am, &c. J. C. TispaLy,
Sec. St. Andrew's Church.

| Galt, C. W, 20th July, 1867

To which the Rev. gentleman returned the

following
REPLY :

ResrecTeD Siz.—Permit me through you to
thank the ladies of St. Andrew's Church for
their valuablo and beautiful gisit. Believe me
that thi2 renewed token of their friendship and
sympathy is very gratifying. Indeed cver since
my setilement here, the kindness of St. An-
drew's congregation has been to me both con-
staat and cordial. I hope [ may be long spared
to wear this gown, and I further hope that
those ties of friendship, which at present unite
us, may be strengthened by the bouds of Chris-
tian fellowship.

May the Great Head of this Church bless us
' all with the riches of His grace, so that pastor
¢ and people may be u blessing to each other.

‘ Samnati Scooor Picsic AT Larrairie.—The
| St. Gubriel Church Sabbath School, the Vic-
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toria Mission Sabbath School, «nd the La Tor-
tue Sabbath School, beld & united picnic on a
common near the village of Laprairie on Wed-
nesday the 14th ult., which was a very pleasant
aflair. The superintendents and teachers of
the several schools spared no efforts to ensure
the success of the celebration, and they were
amply rewarded in the result which afforded
satisfaction and delight both to the scholars,
whose pleasure was chiefly sought on the occa-
sion, and to the numerous parents and friends
who accompanied them. Tho first attractive
feature in the affair, so far a3 the tvo former
schools were concerned, was the trip up the
river per the steamer Laprairie, which was ofit-
self enough to render the day memorable in
the annals of the childhood of many of those
who enjoyed it, as they had never been 9 miles
from home before, nor had passed under the
stupendous bridge bearing the name of their
beloved sovereign, nor enjoyed the invigora-
ting breeze always to be had on this trip,
thanks to the agitation created in the atmo-
sphere by the Lachine rapids.

The day's enjoyment so splendidly inaugura-
ted was well sustained in the prevision mude
by the teachers for the entertaininent of both
mind and body. Ou the arrival of the two
Montreal schools, they were met by the La Tor-
tue school, and were welcomed to the village
in a short address by the Rev. Mr. Barr. Re-
freshments in great variety and abundance
were then distributed, after which the younger
children were entertained with swings, and the
elder boys and young men with football and
Lacrosse, Lnd the young ladies with croquet.
After four hours spent in this way, all the
schools marched in processioa through the vil-
lage to the grounds of Mr. Medcalfe, where an
hour was passed with singing, and addresses.
The return trip was enlivened by music, and
after singing * God save the Queen,” three
hearty cheers were given for her majesty, three
for Capt. Demers, and three for the superinten-
dents of the several schools, and the ministers
present.

IN MEMORIAM.

Died at Ormstown, Quebec, on the 1Sth of
August, aged 68, John Graham Esqr., J. P,
for over thirty years a worthy Elder of our
Church.

Mr. Graham was a native of the Parish of
Logie, Perthshire, Scotland. Breught up under
the religious training of pious parents, he
united himseif with the Churcl of Christ atan
early period, and lived an unblemished and
consistent Christian life. He was elected an
Elder in 1835, and was constituent member of
the first Kirk Session of Ormstown under the
pastorate of the late Rev. James Anderson,
towards whom he cherished the warmest affec-
tion.

He immigrated to this country in 1831, when
by diligence, perseverance and consistency he
gained ample competence, and what was of
more value, the respect of all who knew him.
He was present and took part in the celebration
of the Lord's Supper, in July last, which was
the last time he was enabled to attend the
public ordmancc of God's house. His illness
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was brief but somewhat severe. Ho leaves o
widow and one son, and a number of grand-
children to mourn his loss and copy his
example. His last words were ¢ Christ is
precious” and so, geatly he fell asleep in Jesus.

MEETING OF SYNOD OF NOVA SCOTIA
AND P. E. ISLAND,

IN CONNECTION WITH THE CHURCH OF SCOTLAND.

The above body met in St. James’ Church,
Charlottetown, on Tuesday evening, June 25th,
at 73 o'clock. The attendance was larger than
on any previous occasion. There were present
23 ministers, and 17 elders. Rev. Mr. Stewart,
retiring Moderator, preached the opening ser-
mon, baving selected very appropriately as his
text the words of Paul's exhortation to ‘Timothy,
“Preach the Word.” Mr. Stewart briefly ex-
pounded the meaning of the terms, showed
what the word to be preached was, who were
to preach it, to whom it was to be preached,
and the promised results.

After the discourse the Synod was constitut-
ed by prayer and atonce proceeded to business.
Commissions were read, appointing the Rev.
Principal Snodgrass, Mr. McLen. n, and D.
Brymnuer, Esq., a delega..on from the Synod of
Canada, and the Rev. Dr. Hendersor from New
Brunswick Synod. These gentlemen were cor-
dially welcomed, ind invited to deliberate and
vote in the Synod in its various diets. The
Syrod then adjourned to meet to-morrow
morning.

Wednesday, June 26.

After devotional exercises, thanks were voted
to the retring Moderator for his able conduct
in the chair as well as his excellent discourse.
Yarious communications were read and referred
to Committees. Reports from Presbyteries
were called for, and a cummittee appointed to
examine them. On Rev. Mr. Pollok’s sugges-
tion, a commitice was appointed to prepare an
address to Ilis Excellency, the Lient. Governor.
It was also agreed, on motion by Rev. C. M.
Grant, that a committee be appointed to pre-
pare an address to the Queen. The Synod ad-
journed.

EVENING SEDERUNT.

The report of the Committee on the Young
Men’s scheme having been read aad discussed,
was approved of, and in accordance with the
request of the Commitiee for instructions, it
was re. olved that the Committee be empowered
to raceive young men who may desire to prose-
cute their literary course in Dalhousie College
alone, and for the completion of their Divinity
course, cither in Canada or Scotland, as the
choice of students may dictate, In connec-
tion with this important subject, s~veral excel-
lent addresses w-re delivered, especially one
by Rev. Principal Snodgrass, in which he thor
oughly opened up the system of University edu-
cation in Canada.

Rev. Mr. McCunn then gave in the report of
the “Record” Committee, by which it ap-
peared that the Committee had been largely
successful in introducing the prepayment «ys-
tem, but that yet according to the estimate,
there remrained a deficit of over £12; so that
the salc u.ust be increased to that extent before
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the Record be self-sustaining. The Synod then
adjourned.
Thursday, June 27.

The report of the Convener of the Commit-
tee on Foreign Missions was read and elicited
an interesting discussion. The report showed
a most satisfactory state with regard to the fi-
nances for the Scheme, but also stated that no
licentiate had yet offered his services for the
Foreign Mission field. After considerable dis-
<ussion, it was resolved in the meantime to con-
tinue the practice adopted last year of supply-
ing Dr. Geddie, Missionary of the U. P. Charch
to the South Scas, with money for the employ-
ment of native teachers. The gratitude of the
Synod was voted to Dr. Geddic fur his assist-
ance and advice; and the Committee were in-
structed to make renewed exertions in order to
obtain a missionary for the Synod.

The report of the Committee on the Synod
Fund was read and approved—after which the
Synod adjourned to meet in the evening.

EVENING SEDERUNT.

Dr. Inglis submitted the report of the Dele-
gates appointed at last mecting of Synod to
confer with the Synod of New Brunswick on
the desirability of a univn of the two Synods.
The report stated the success of their mission,
and the unrgent desire of the N. B. Synod for
the speedy consummation of the union. The
discussion which ensued brought out the fact
that all the congregations of this Synod were
either heartily in favour of this measure, or at
least would offer 5o barrier to its progress. Be-
fore comirg to a definite decision on the mat-
ter, it was thought proper to hear the Delega-
tion from Canada, who lad certain proposals
to make regarding a more general union. Rev.
Mr. McLennan in an able, cloquent, and most
politic speeck, set forth the desirability of the
union of the three S,..cds under une general
Assembly, in which might be discussed thuse
questions of maguitude and importance that
have been occupying the attention of Transat-
lantic Assemblies, and which cannot much
longer be held in abeyance in these provinces.
Mr. McLennan was followed i1 a similar strain
by D. Brymner, Ezq, another of the delegation,
after which the Synod adjuurned the yuestion
until to-morrow evening, when Priucipal Snod-
grass was to complete the proposals of the Ca.
nadian Synod.

Friday, June 28.

The recommendations of the Convener of the
Colonial Committee in Scotland were taken
into consideration. Al cungregations were
cenjoined to have Lay Associations by which
funds might Ye forthcoming to supplement the
allowance from the Home Church.

The remainder of the sederunt was spent in
the discussion on the reports of the Cummittee
to prepare addresses tu Her Majesty and His
Excellency.

EVENING SEDERUNT.

The report of the Committee on disputed
cases of Church property in Cape Breton was
then given'in. The Committee regretted ex-
ceedingly from the indefinitencss of the powers
entrugted to the Committec appointed by the
other body to confer with them, and from other
reasons stated in the report, no final settlemeat
couldbe come to. The report, which wasa very
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full one, was ordered to bo printed separately 1a
the pages of the Record.

The Committee appointed to cxamine Pres-
bytery records gave in tneir report, which was
adopted.

The report on the state of the Monthly Re-
cord was again taken up aloug with the finan-
cial statement. From these it appeared that
while the Record was in a more satisfactory
condition than it was last year, there wou'd stiil
be & small deficit which it w.s resolved to make
up out of contributions frun other funds of the
church It was suggested aad agreed to that
copies should be sent to the Synod and Presby-
tery clerks of the Chnrch in Canada in exchange
for a similar courtesy to the Synods of Nova
Scotia and New Brunswick.

Dr. Snodgrass then addressed the Synod at
considerable length, giving much valuable and
interesting information regarding the Church
in Canada, and powerfully urged the propriety
of drawing closer the bunds of uniun between
the two Synods.

The report of the corresponding members to
the Synod of New Brunswick was then given
in and fully considered, when it was agreed
that steps be taken fur consummating the union
Letween this Synod and that of New Brunswick.
With this view a Commitice was appointed to
confer with the delegates from New Brunswick
as tu the means of carryiog out this resolution.

Saturday, June 29.

The report of the Home Mission Committee
was read.  Owing to the absence of the Con-
vener, Rev. Mr. McGregor, the report, however,
was negessariiy imperfect, and the clerk was
instructed to obtain fuiler statistics, and to
publish these in the Record.

The case of the Rev. Mr. Guan, Cape Breton,
was broaght under the notiee of Synod, when
it was resvlved that his allowance from the
Home Mission fund of this Charch be raised to
£30, on cundition that his congregation pay to
him annually the sum of £30, and certify the
Pictou Presbytery that they do so.

Mr. Mathieson, Elder from Portage, one of
the congregation of the late Rev. Mr. Mc¢Donald,
was then iotroduced to the Cuurt. After re-
ferring to his late pastor and the present stat.
of his cungregations, he requested of the Synod
that supply might be granted for Sabbath first.
Various members of the Court referred in feel-
ing terms to the late Mr. McDonald, when it
was unanimously resvived that a Cummittee be
appuinted to draw up 2 minute in reference to
Lim, to Le engrussed in the Records of the Sy-
nod, aud Mr. McCuan, the Moderator, was ap-
pointed tu preach in Portage on Sabbath.

Monday, July 1.

The Committee appointed to draw up 2 minute
in reference to the late Rev. Mr. McDonald, read
1 draft which was approved of and ordered to
be'engrossed. Messrs. Mathieson and Roberts,
Elders from Portage being present, addressed
the house, whereupon it was resolved thn-ta
Synodical Cummittee be appointed to receive
any ptoposals that may be wmade by the con.
gregations of Mr. McDounald, and if necessary
to correspond with the Colonial Committes in
regard to this matter. )

A report was given in by the Committee ap-
pointed to confer with the New Brunswick dele-
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gates as to union, when it was resolved that
the two Synods mect next year in Pictoy, with
the view of consummating a union.

The report of the Sabbath School Commit-
tee was then given in and approved of.

The report of Committee on Theological Hall
was then given in, from which it uppeared that
the Colonial Committee preferred giving ad-
ditional 2id iowards the more fully equipping
of the Divinity Hall in Kingston. and also offered
to give assistance to students of the Lower
Provinces guing to Kingston to prosecute their
theological studies. The Rev. Dr. Snodgrass

then addressed the Synod at considerable length ¢

on the joint action of the two Synods in the
matter of Theological Education. Whercupon
resolutions were unanimously jassed, express-

ing the deep interest the Synod{feitin the union °
of the Synods of the Church of Scotland in

British North America. and the desire thata

Conference on this subject take place with as

little delay as possible.

The Moderator then convesed the thanks of
the Synod to the delegates from Canada and
New Brunswick.

Corresponding members were then appointed
to attend those Synods.
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After some routine business, the Synod ad-
journed to meet in Pictou on the last Tuesday
uf June, 1868, at half-past 7 o’clock.

FRENCH MISSION FUND.

Valcartier, perthe Rev. David Shanks, ........ £2.40
Lochie), per Mr. E. B. McMillan. .. ... . 33
North-East Hope, per James Crearer. 4.0
Pakenham, per the Rev. Alex. Mann.. 6.0
Arnrnor per the Rev. Peter Lindsay. . . 540
Litchficld, per the Rev. D. McDonald... ...-. 335
Buckmgh-m and Cumberland, per the Rev. J.
CoSmithe.. coviiiiiiis tevisiecicinceranas 200
CGrmstown, per the Rev. W. C.{lark...... .... 130
Elgin, per thic Rev. Wm. Cochrane. . ........ 1.9
hiang, rer the Rev. Johin Tawse. . ....... ... 4.00
Leith and Johnson, per the Rev. Alex. Hunter 8.0
Williamstown, per the Yev. Peter Watson..... 11.25
Galt, perthe Rev.J. B Muir ... ... eme . 1500
West King, per W. R. Croil...... ............ 11.00

S11
ARCH. FERGUSON,

. Treasurer.
Montrezal. 23th Avguost, 1857

SCHOLARSHIP AND RBURSARY SCHEME

Galt,perRev J B. Muir........ ...l £19

JOHN I"ATON,
Treasurer.
Kingston, Ontario, 12th Aug 167,

@ orrespondence.

THR “PAN-ANGLICAN."
To the Editor of the Presdylerian. g

ATCHEMAN, what of lbe,
night 7 Une of the most.
remarkablo signs appearing
above the ccclesiastical hori-
zor, is the meeling arranged o
take place at Lambeth palace
ocn the 25th of this month, of
the dignitaties of the episcopal

tant and its proceedings will not be worth
watching.

Perhaps there has not been in this ceatury
so important an ccclesiastical movement. It
is the first cffort 1fat has cver been made to
give 1o Protestant episcopacy the characler of
catholicity. It has hitherto satisfied itself with
being regarded as the established or most in-
flacntial church of this or that country, bag
never till no did it aspire to rival the Church
of Ryme in her .>~*ensions as the Churchof the

charch thrcugh out the werld.deriviag itsorigin , world. ItisiadeeC to a certain extent 2 hope-
from and jewowing;in the forms of the churchof ; fal sign of the times, indicating the prevalence
Engiand. There is nothing in the proposed con- | of calarged and liberal views which stand oat,

ferense that need occasien us Presbyterians any { ia striking contrast with the national spirit,

anxiety, or on account of which oar sentinels | and the assumptions of dignity, oa the oac
should souad the note of alarm.  Wa need not | hasnd, and the peity pride aad jeaiousy of such
apprebend that the assembled bishops will | assumplions; on the cther, that have hithesto
aticmpt cither 1o create any new dogmas or to ! kept the seversl elements of the proposed con-
disparage any that arc old. and <¢ kaow even ! ference wide asunder.  Both the churchmen of
of they did, that 7o oficial weight can attach ; England in their willlagness to come dowa
10 their dchiverances, there being no possible | from the position of fctitions impostance given

machinery through which the coaclasions ofaa | them as the clergy of an established churedh, and
the Protestant cpiscopalians of the Uaited
States in their williugaess to overlook those
prcaliaritics which distingaish the Chorch of
England from Lemselres in her relation to the
siate, shew themselves to be great and wise
men, as well a3 ambdbilioss mea. They are
prepared to Jay aside difference of opinien av

assembly so constitated can be eaforced by
paias and penalles, or even be enjoined apon
coascicnce. Balilisagreal misinie to sappose
that beeasse the coi~reace will have oaly &
semi-0XEcal characte. and is to be only a seif-
contitated, tolontary association, withoat powes
to promalgate deesees, therefore ot is unimpor-
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to the mere accidents of the church, taken up }
as they are with the onc idea of fortifying tho
position and extending the influence of the
modified prelacy of which they aro all equally
standard bearers: And the result of thisjconfer-
ence wiil undoubtedly be what they contem-
plate and desirc. The cosmopolitan position
which their church will henceforth assume will
add to its prestige, and, by addieg to its pres-
tigewill greatly add toitsinflucnce, a3 menof no
decided ccclesiastical preferences will always
seck to conuect themselres with the church
that is in the ascendant, and whose communion
they can enjoy almost evergwhere in the
world.

But to give the subject a practical besring,
why is it that the Church of Scotland, both at
bome and in the colonies, is so much less pre-
tentious and ambitious than the Churck of Eng-
land? We do uot find fault with the latter in
tho present movement: we rather commend
her for her ambition to extend her influcnce, a3
she is doing really if not nominally ; we would
not have her's less, but our own more. Per-
suaded as her preiates no doubt arc of the
rightness of their cause they deserve all praise
for secking to extend 1. And if we bad power
to move our own church we would say: “Gonangd
do likewise.” But the church of Scotland is
not and never has been ambitious to make her
influence and power felt out of Scotland. e !
venture to say this is a great mistake in point |
of policy. She has cared little apparently to |
stand well in the estimation of other churchos |
and peoples, as if she felt that her mission were ;
fulfilled when the wants of her owa penjusula |
were folly met. This has given an insalarnity .
to her influcnce and sympathies, as well as to
her position which wevould 1zin sce removed.
There is no reason why she shoald not
oceupy the same foremost position in th
Presbyterian world that the church of Eagland
does in the world of Protestant episcopacy. a

Batalack of assurance is fatal to her power
in this direction Sho does not lay clzim to
lofiv preteasions, and as a coascqacnce the
vorld will not go oatof its way to lift her ap '
into the position to which she i3 really eatitled,
bat which she docs not assume as her right.
Now we have yet to learn that this lask of as-
garance arises from 2 lack of confideace in
either her history or her creed on the past of
cither her ministers or people.  We have yetto
learn that her reconrd as oac part of the hody of
Ctrist dariag the period »fthe Chareh's his-
tory which bas been mast ereditabls after apos-
tolic times, has been, taken as & whole, less i
glosious than that of any other braach of it
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We bave yet to learn also that her forms and
standards are less Scriptural than those of any
other Church, or less calculated to maintain
and promote a vigorous faith and a healthy
piety. On the contrary, wo may claim with-
out arrogance, thuy are more conformed to the
progrese of enlightenment and liberty, as they
undoubtedly tend to stimulate thought, confer-
ring greater importance and power, on those
who receive them, thaa the principles of pre-
lacy, which are the offspring of the times whea
the masses were held down in ignorance and
servitude, the few ruling over them as if they
belonged to a different order of beings, do upoa
those that accept them. Thero is, therefore,
0o reason why Presbytery, which is more in
keepiug with the adrancing spirit of the world,
should not aspire to be the Catholic faith, 25
srell as prelacy; and all that i3 necesary to
this is for Presbyterians to raise their preten-
sions and assert with greater assurance than
they have lately done, the superiority of
their forms and creed, not only as less
conformed to the world and more consistent
with the simplicity of the ecarly chureh,
but also as better calculated than any other
system for securing, as Dr. Crawford has se
well 2aid, the greatest amount of individual
liberty with geacral ccclesinstical efficiency.
What we nced i3 a generation of men of
theloyalty of Dr. Crarwford to his own Charch,
and of his boldness in asserung her nightful
position.

Acd as there is nw reason why Presbytery
should not aspre to as general an nfloence
aad position 1 the world =s episcopacy, so
there is no reason why the Church of
Scotland shoald not occapy the foreground in
the oaward movement. Dr. Crawford has-in-
dicated what is her true policy. ilis wise
counsc! was much needed. for never did our
mother Charch scem more 1solated than at pre-
seat.  Wkea we say that, we do not mean that
she is regardless of her wmmediste offspring in
other countrses. These she 15 nursing with as
great materaal assidaity as possible ; and we
gratefally acknowicdge our own obligations to
ber fostering care.  Bat what we mean is that
she has been too regardiess of secunng the
go=d opanioa and sympathy of Presbytenzans in
other coaainies, not expressiy 1a conacclion
with her. If she bas socght frendship wath
aay oxze at all in later years it bhas been waith
her sister Chorch of Ergland, but we believe
it is aot patting the case too strongly to say
that oar proffers of fricadatip in that direction
both at home aad 1n this coantry have beea re-
pelied. Trae, wheaererany political question ia-
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volving the common position and rights attach-
ing to the two Churches respectively bave been
in jeopardy,we could alwaysrely upon herassist-
ance; but this was given manifestly not from
any sympathy with Presbytery as a system,
but simply as a self-defensive policy. In short
the two Churches have no sentiments in com-
mon except that they arc both established ; and
some of the recent actions of the dignitaries of

the Church of England plainly show that they |

would gladly do if they could, what Laud
and Strafford ia vain tried to accomplish,—
substitute prelacy for presbytery in the norih-
ern kingdom. Can twe then regard them as our
patural and proper allies? Is it a sufficient
bond of union that both are established church-
¢s, whilst on one side at least there appears to
be no sympathy except what arises from this
circumstance? Or shouid e like them
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consider our establishment inScotland, as s
mere circumstence not material, and seek to
cement & virtual though not a nominal union
with the whole Presbyterian family throughout
the world ? This seems to be the direction in
which the manly words of the Moderator of the
General Assembly look, and we hope they will
bear much fruit. Of course there is somethiag
in the relations of the different branches of
Presbyterians to each other to which there is
no parallel among the members of the © Pan
Anglican.” But without indicating 2ny opin-
ion as to what might be dooe iun the way of re-
moving obstacles to a Pan-Presbyt, it surely
would be possible as well as desirable to draw
closer the bonds that unite the continental
Presbyterians and the Presbyteriansof the Uni-
ted States with those of Ireland and Scotland.

sse

: Arhieles Conmunteated.

THE PRESBYTERY OF RENFREW VER-
SUS THE RE¥. JOHN KERR MAC-
MORIXE, M. A,, AND EPISC0.
PACY

fall from the Churclr's table the while? No,

. verily '—but like an honourable minded, con-

1857, January & The Rev. John Rerr MacMoarine

demitted his charge on the ground of a change of s

views in rd 10 the Senptonal anthoerity of 1ress

:S!tc;xcahmcm =nd his purposc to join the Epiccopal
u

scientious man, he demits his charge—a course
which should have commended itself, one
would have thought, to every member of the
Presbytery as well as to the Church at large.
The duty of the Presbyiery in the circumstan-

. ©¢5 We conceive to have heen—to appoint a

N o

‘= »_,; - HE writer; in common. he bee .
N

{,;’:9.' 3 lieves, with many others,
2‘ ‘5\" *-“- ':I’: read the above among me-

’*r*’“ moranda appeaded to min-
gret. It is a great pity that a
young man of high promise, such
as Mz, MacMorine was said to be

1563). and the son of so highly respected and
revered 2 man, as was the late Minister of

ules of Svrnod with sincere re- .

(see PresnvyTEnIAN for November,

Ramsar, should from axy couse become losi to .

car Charch. MNr. MacMorine had, of course,
1ik2 all our other Ministers, on oceasion of or-
dination, declared his belief “that the Pres-
brterian Governmeat snd Discipline of 1this

Charch are founded upon the Word of God .

and agrecable thereto,
wards, it appeats, o entertain different Tiews
concerniag the matter.

" but kad beea led aftes- -

Nevertheless we do

not s¢e that his conduct merited the afier ac- |

Norine kaving been led to change his views
regasding Charch Government, how does be
act? Remain in the Charch and propagate
his new vicws, eating of the crumbs which

t

committee of their number to confer with Mr.
MacMorine, and in the cvent of their findiag
that ke was not to be won hack to the professed
belief of this Church in the matter of Ckurch
govemment, to simply declare him to be no
longer a minister of this Church. What the
Presbyicry did on that occasion we kaow not.
What they did afier more than four months
had passed away, in which they bhad ampie
time for matare deliberation and calm judg-
ment, we learn from the following memoran-
dum:

% May 14.—The Rev. J. K. MacMorine, M. A,
formerly Minister of Donglas, deposed from
the office of the Holy Ministry in this Charek
becaase of his heretical views in regard to
the Scriptural Authority of Presbyterianism.”

A harsh and unealled for messure, surely,
deserving of reprobation. Depose a man from
the office of the holy miaistry because of his
doubling or ceasing to bolieve in the scriptural

tion of the Presbriery of Reafrew. Mr. Mae- . authority of a certain form of chiurch govern-

meat. or to use the words of the memorandum,
that is to sar, the words of the Presbytesy,
* becanse of his Acereficel views in regard to
the Scriptural acthority of Presbyterianism,”
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2nd of his purpose to join another branch of
the Christian Church, in whose form of gov-
ernment he had been led to believe. But no!
Ia the eyes of the Presbytery of Renfresw, the
Episcopal Church, or Church of Eagland, is
ne branch of the Church of Christ, even though
good Presbyterians and true Ministers of
ihe Church of Scotland used every Lord’s
Day 1o offer up fervent prayers for God's bless-
ing upon * the sister Church of England,” and
distracted though that Church at present be
by ritualism and other things, her Ministry as
a class are in zeal aud devotion to duty, a
model to us and to all other churches. But
the Presbytery of Renfrew not only uncburch
this venerable Church, to the writings of whose
Divines we owe so much, but cvery other, it
would appear, save those which call themselves
Presbyterian; ail else, that is to say. all who
do not fzll down before their idol and do hom-
age to our Presbyterian dogmaof Church gov-
croment, are, according to them, keretics. A
hard ward, more especially when applied to
church goverament! What 2 blessing for Mr.
MacMorine that he lives in this liberal, enlight-
cred 19th century, and not in the days of the
Inquisition, else he might have shared the fate
of other Aeretics of the times—a far worse one
certzioly than even deposition from the office
of the Holy Ministry at the bands of the Pres-
bytery of Renfrew!

In these dags we have hesrd of High Charch-
ism being rampant in certain quarters, bat not
until now were we aware that it had affected
the brethren of the Presbytery of Reafrew, or
of any other; but thatit indeed has, they them-
selves have given us a sad proof.  According
10 them, this young minister whon they have
deposed has been guilty of a graver sin ia co-
tertaining views other than Presbrierian in
the matterof church government~—swchich afler
all is surcly of sccondars importance—than
were the schismatics of 43 and "43, who brought
all ma2nuer of grievous charges ag=zinst our
Churcb, and who did their utmast to destroy
her from off the face of the carth—for the
Church did not pass sentence of deposition
upon one of them, but contented herself with
simply deciasiag them to be no longer Minis-
iers of this Chavch. So, 100. $0 far ss we
kzow, did the Presbyicss of Loadon act in re-
fezence 10 that young man of Riacardine who
fell in love the other day with Free churchism.

The Presbyiers of Reafrew may perhaps tell
us that in passing the seateace which they did
on Mr. McMorine. they merely followed a pre-
cedent set them by the Presbriery of Toronte,
in the case of two ciergrmen, who in 1§42,
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cspoused Episcopal views; but this to us is no
Jjustification of their action in the matter, a3
the example of that Presbytery in that case was
one which it became them to shup, rather than
to imitate, 4s it is one, which to say the least,
the Church has no reason to be proud of, but
ratber the reverse.

Better far and more Christian had the Pres-
bytery of Renfrew followed the example of the
Metropolitan Presbytery of the Cburch of
Scotland, in tbe case of the Reverend Mr.
Marshall, a distinguished and much respected
minister in Edinburgh, who left the Church of
Scotland for thatof England, about the before-
mentioned year, and who was not deposed by
the Presbrtery of Edinburghb. but on the con-
trary, was by them, in parting, bidden God-
speed.

In entire keeping with this act of the Pres-
bytery of Edinburgh, are the sentiments of the
very Reverend the Moderator of the Chureh of
Scotland, Dr. Crawford, as expressed in the fol-
lowing extract from his address at'the close of
the General Assembly.

% Wc have good and sufficient reasoas for
believing  that this system  (Presbyterian
Government) is “founded on, and agrcesble
to the word of God.” We know from long
experience that it has been fraught with mani-
fold and sigoal benefits to our Church and
country. We prize it as & most precious heri-
tage bequeathed to us by our venerated fore-
fathers, who secured it for us nt the costof
many hard struggles, and painful sacrifices,
and noble martyrioms! of which it wonld ill
become us to be unmindfal, and may 1 notadd,
that onc and all of us, are humbly but heartily
delermined, by the help of God, to assert,
maintain and defend it to the uttermost? Ia
saFing so, we are not to be understood 23 in-
sisting on our own approsed form of outward
organisation and government as of rital neces-
sity 10 the constitution of s Christiaa Charch.

Some system of Gosernment is of courz~in-
dispensable, and inasmuch as the Presbrterian
s¥siem appears 1o us to be as near an approxi-
mation to the model of those Churches which
were founded by the Aposties as our altered
state and circomstances <will admit of, it is in
our judgmens cntitied to the preference. We
do not conceive,howerer, that weare warraated
oa this acconnt lo repudiatle or even to dispar-
age sach other branches of the visible Charch
as have not seea their way to the adoplion of
jt. or to Bold that their ministry is viterly un-
acthorized, 2nd their ordinances vitiated and
invalidated. We have no sympathy, indeed,
with the namrowness of these rviews which re-
gard the mere outward fmmework of a Chareh
as of eqaal, or even of superior imporiance to
those waightier matters of Christian faith and
daty, which it may be, and ooght to be, the
prizze ohject of all Chaurches, however conste
tuled and adminisicred. to inculcaie.”

Thes: sentiments we commend to the diligint



270

attention of the Presbytery of Renfrew, and
to all other high churchmen-~Episcopalian or
Presbyterian.

But apart from every other consideration, we
should have thought that respect for the feel-
ings of one who had long and faithfully served
this Church, might have withheld the Presby-
tery of Renfrew from passing the extrems
sentence which they did. We refer to Dr. Mc-
moriae, then in failing health, and who, it ap-
pears, only survived this deposition of his son
one single week,

We do not say that the death of this vener-
able man was in the least accelerated by the
needlessly harsh measore referred to, for we are
not in a position to know, but it is one which,
if apprised of, he must have keenly felt, and
which could not have failed to sadly cwmbitter
his lest hours. To him, the adoption of a
mulder course would doubtless have been more
pleasing, for though with the members of the
Presbytery of Renfrew, he doubtless thought
the young man had erred, and perhaps that he
bad also causelessly aggravated his error, still
he was his son!

Presbyteries, it appears to us, might leara
one or two useful lessons from cuch a case as
this :—

1. To exercise the Government of the Church
s0 as to command respect for it, what matters
scriptural suthority for a form of Church
Governmeat, if that Goveroment
administered or worked at all, or administered
in such a way as to make it be despiscd.
beyond all question that Presbyterianism, as
frequently worked iz Canada, is scarcely
worthy the rame of government, as it bas not
seldom permitted mea to act .3 has scemed
right in their own eyes, cvery one being a Law
and a Government unto himself.

Is it cause then for wonder if the young re-
flecling mind should come to entertain doubts
as to the scriptural order of such a Gorveran-
ment? Itis quitc conceivabic that the mem-
bers of & Presbytery passing such a sentence,
a3 did that ot Reafrew, may themseives be
arter all greater sinness, in thac they may bave
in their usual practice set at nought, trampled
under foot the Government of the Charch, tho’
in words, they may have all the while highly
extolicd it, than even the man, upon whom, for
ackaowledging his disbelief in it, they have
prodounced seatence of deposition, said dis-

Iuis

be not 1
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¢ belief threir lawless conduct perbaps having

originated.

' I1. To be carcful as to inducting men, more
: especially such as are about to ente: upon the
i work of the holy ministry, into charges alto-
) gether beyond their ability toovertake. Noth-
i ing is more likely to dishearten a young man
\ fresh from college and from society, than to
; find himself in the backwoods, the neighbour-
. ing wilderness his field of labour, and three or
four log school bouses, scatiered over alike
number of Townships, his Churches, necessi-
tating every weeck so moch physical fatigue as
. to leave him little strength, inclination or time
for study.

Than this, there can, we think be no surer
recipe for disgusting a young minister with
his work. Such a charge is that of Douglas
 The Presbyterian™ for July, 1864, informs us
that “ the congregation is scattered over several
Townships, inat the field is a =borious one,
but that much work may be dune in it for the
Glory of God.” If in a district of such vast
extent, sufficient at least for ten or a dozen
men, a Presbytery expects to greatly promote
God's Glory by onc single buman agent, we
coansel it for pity’s sake to look abroad over
the Church for the best specimen of muscular
Christianity, if mayhap onc be found, who, by
reason of his great strength, and God's bless-
; ing, may be able to overtake onc fourth of the
work.

Litchficld &c., into mission fields, and to
efBciently work <heir Presbytery or Home Mis-
sion Schemes, so as to cnable them to main-
. t2in a sufficient numbsr of jabourers in them
The premature erection of Mission stations in-
| to ministerial charges, and =after failore, an
. aversion to reduce these, has been fraught witk
much evil to our Church.

; IIl. To convert such charges as Douglas,
!

PressyreR.

P. S.—The atention of the writer has been
drawn by & friend to the peculiar wording of
the second memorandum, quoted in foregoicg

; communication—* deposed from the office of
" the holy ministry in fhis Church® The words
in Ttalics, we regard as eatirely superfiuons,
anless the Preshyters of Reafrew wished it to
be understood that it did not claim to ivself
the power to depose from the Church Catbolic
- or Universal.
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Hotices and Hebielos.

Story or DooxM axp otnEr PoEMS.  of how life can be male pleasanter by a
By Jean Ingeluw. Boston . Roberts Bio- | little ready mother wit and good humous.

thers. Montreal: Dawson Brothers, | WooL Gartuerixe. By Gail Hamilton.
Jean Ingelow's poetry, from the first has |  Boston: Ticknorand Fields. Montreal :
attracted notice as being that of an original |  Dawson Brothers.
thinker and sweet singer. “A Story of | Upnder this quaint name are concealed

Do, g bt a b | vy of oty o, o ltons
. X ; 3 o urns ot thought and expression an
in the individuality by which the characters : suggestive trains of thought. pGail Hamil-
are qunalshed},)e]vlder;ces of the tr;epoet' ton’s is no commonplace mind, and this new
Ic {gl } "\‘i_“‘ I° e vo u‘??l" “,'I‘luee » 1520 | production will doubtless, in many a quiet
evidence of Miss lnge.ow s high powers. home, have its influence, where more formal
LiFz axp DEATE oF Jasos. By William , ?rnhd f:orn_l(lidable l:)ulwnce would bgunavallable.
Morris. Boston: Roberts Brothers. | - ° iocidents by the way and the charac-
Montreal: Dawson Brothers. ters met with, give a fecling of lifc and mo-
Mr. Morris is one of the new poets who ' nev'e, t}:le whole,]carryltr]!g uson o ouryont
% > ney's end very pleasantly.
have risen up and whose mind scems to
have been fairly imbued with the classics.

f TRE REvizws AND BrLACKWOOD. Ameri-
There are faulty rhymes, slipshod expres-
!

can reprint.  The Leonard Scott

sions, and awkward phrases to be met with, | 1 ublishing Company.

but, in spite of all, the story moves on with | We continue to receive these excellent
a firm tread and to solemn music. The ' reprints, the subscription to which should
story is the old mythological tale of the be part of the household expense of those
Golden Fleece, with a new setting, and rich  whose means can at all justify it. They
in local allusions, as if the author had lived | are almost an education of themselves.
in the days and met with the people of Thereis an article in the North British
whom he writes. for June on education in Scotland, to which

Tre PaNTER'S Caxpr. By P. Hamer "¢ shall probably direct attention.
ton. Boston: Roberts Brothers. Mon- Tae New DoxiNiox MoxTurLy. Mon-
treal; Dawson Rrothers. - treal: Joho Dougall & Son.

Among the uncxplored or little frequent- . The New Dominion is intended to be a
ed portions of the Dominion there arespots magazine for old and youngz, filled with
of rare beauty or of magnificent wildness, | Teading of a useful and an improving, as
in which the tourist would love to linger, | W¢ll as of an amusing character. The
were it not that the vulgar thoughts of food | selections of the first number are well and
and shelter creep in to distarb Lis repose. carefully made, and lf it is continued as it
The contrivances made use of Ly our tra- | has been begun, the New Domirivn will by
velling and insentiseartist might be found | 2 valuable addition to our periodical litera-
uscful in such cases, and how he employed | ture.
them in his scarch for the picturesque is Dosasioss 7o Tms Lisrany.—Rer. J
the subject of ooe of the most readable .\hir...\h‘irli'nto:vn,.?,ro].;]-‘WiI‘;i-am Cline ‘;:':f
works of thisclass we have lately met with. | Cornwall. 1 vol. ! ?
Chatty und lively, it gives an excellent idez | Queen's College, August 21st. 1867.
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@he Churches md their Llissions.

GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE CHURCH
OF SCOTLAND.

T <be close of the assembly’s
proceedings, the Moderator, the
Rev. Dr. Crawford, delivered
an address which will be read
with much interest. It has been

portant
omitted.

part will be found

It is matter of much congratulation that so
large a portion of our time should have been
devoted to those beneficent and Christian un-
dertakings for the furtherance of the Gospel,
both at home and abroad, which have for many
sears been prosceuted by the Church of Scot-
land. The full and interesting Reports, laid
before you, afford satisfactory proof that there
has been no iach of zeal and faithfulness on the
part of the Coromittees to which the manage-
ment of your Schemes bas been confided, and
that, upon the whole, there has been no short-
coming, but, in the case of some of the Scheies,
a very marked and decided increase, in the
measure of liberality with wbich they bave
been supported. It must be confessed, indeed,
that it is but « the day of small things™ which

slightly condensed, but no im-

we bave yet witnessed. But still we have cause |

to * thank God and take courage.” Some pro-
gress has certainly been made to advance the
cause of divine truth and the spiritual welfare
of our fellow-men, however much may yet re-
main to be accomplished. Qur Christiun and
Educational Institut.ons in India are gradually
lending, along with otber and kindred agencies,
to undermine the fabrics of idolatry and super-
stition. Our Jewish Missionaries are faithfully

proclaiming to the lost sheep of the house of |

Israel, whether they will hear or whether hey
will forbear, the message of divine gr.ce
through the Saviour, whom they have so long
despised. Qur fellow-countrymen in the Bri-
tish Colonics are rece.ving from us continued
supplics, from sear to vear, of the means of
grace. The spiritual wants of our Soldiers and
Sailors are obtaining an amount of sympathy
and consideration which, until & recent period,
was incxcusably withheld from them. OQur
Schools and Normal Seminarics at home are
maintained in 2 state of increasing cfficiency
and prosperity. And through the instrumen-
tality of our Home Mission and Endowment
Schemes. there is provision made, not only for
the temporary supply of ditine ordinances, in
our widels cextended parishes and populous
ficlds of indusiry, but also for the permanent
extension among them of the benefits of 2 fall
parochial argaaisation.

In ail this there is much that is fitted to glad-
den the hearts of such as truly love and seck
the good of our Zion. And when it is consi-

dered that twenty-five rears ago, before that

lameatable Sccession had as set occurred, by

which for a while our energies were greatly
weakened, the contributions of the yet undi-
vided Church, as reported to the General As-
sembly in behalf of all Missionary, Educational,
and Beneficent purposes, were very far short of
the amount they have reached during the finan-
cial year just concluded,—we have causc for
thankfulness that, with all her remaining de-
ficiencies, the Church of our fathers is now
more fully alive, than even in the brightest pe-
riods of her former history she was wont to be,
o the strength of the obligations that are laid
upon her to further the cause and kingdom of
Christ throughout the world.

And it is well that this should be the case
with her. For certainly that Church cannot
expect to prosper—that Church, we may justly
say, docs not deserve to prosper—which is not
disposed, in the spirit of her divine Heag, to
look not only at her own things, but at the
things of others,—and to provide for the spiri-
tual welfare, not only of those who worship
withic her courts, but also of the wanderers
and outcasts who sre estranged from them, and
of those benighted ones who are perishing for
Iack of knowledge, cven in the uttermost re-
gions of tLe earth. It is alike true of commu-
pities as of individuals, that ¢ the liberal hearts
shall be made fat, and they who water shall
themsclves also be watered.” That soul and
that Church is the most blessed which blesses
the most, evenr as the Great God, the source and
centre of all goodness, who bLlesses all, is Him-
self blessed above ail.

Besides those interesting and important sub-
jeets arc other matters which bave excited con-
siderable diversity of opinion, expressed in the
language of free and warm debate, and whic!.
in some cases will probably continue to b
agitated and discussed beyond the walls of th.
General Assembly.

To these debatable topics it is not incumben’
on me, nor do I conceive that in the position |
now hold it would be altogether fair or seemly,
to advert, tarther than to give cxpression to the
strong fecling with whick, amid all diversitics
of sentiment and conflicts of debate oceasicnr !
by them, they have inspired me, and in whick
1 doudbt not, you are all ready to participate—
a feeling of profound and lively admiration ¢
that excellent system of Preshyterian govern-
ment, in which the General Assembly occupic:
the highest place,

It seems to me that no onc can, with a can-
did cyc, have watched your proccedings, or
those, I may add, of any recent Genernl Assera-
bly of which I have had the honour to be 2
member, without being struck with the happy
combination, on the onc hand, of collectics
power and authorily, and, on the other hand, of
indiridual parily and freedom, in dealing with
all matters of o spiritual and ccclesiastical na-
ture, which these proceedings have so notab!y
exhibited.

Your power and authority as 2 collective
body are urquestionable. In all things pro-
perly pertaining to the functions, or esseatislly
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affectingthe interests of a Christian Church,your
Jurisdiction is exclusive and supreme. And whe-
ther it be a matter of doctrine, or of worship,
or ofdiscipline, or of governmeut that isbrought
before you, your judgment in regard to it is
final and irreversible. Nor are your powers
limited to the mere exercise of jurisdiction.
They include also, to a large extent, the exer-
cise of legislation—subject to the self-imposed
and salutary restriction, that no Act of the
General Assembly can becume a standing law
of the Church until it be approved by a majo-
rity of the Presbyterics, and thereafter con-
firmed by a subsequent General Assembly.

It is true we have formed an alliance with the
State, to the termsof which it is necessary that
we adhere so long as we retain the benefits se-
cured by it. But in these terms there is
nothing which seems to us incompatible with
the due exercise of our functivns as a judica-
tory of the Church of Christ. e honestly
think so; otherwise I trust we should not hes-
itate, at all bazards, to dissulve the compact,
Those who believe that in thinking so we are
mistaken, are of eourse perfectly entitled, not
only to hold their own opiniun ia this respect,
but to act upon it in the regulation of their
own conduct. But in deing so they are bound
to extend to us the same liberty of judgment
and of action which they claim for themselves.
And they are not entitled to charge us with
compromising our proper rights and dutics as
a Christian Church, because, conscientivusly
differing from them, as we du, in & matter as
to which neither we nor they are infallible, we
deem it incumbent on us to regulate our con-
duct, not Ly their couscientious upinion, but
by our own. Whatever others think, we find
that there is no obstacle in the statutory con-
ditions of our Establishment to the faitlful per-
formance of those duties of & spiritual and ec-
clesiastical nature which are devolved upun us.
And of this I am very sure, that therc is not
now, nor ever has been, an Eswablished Church
in all Christendom to which so wide a latitude
has been given for the ordering of its own
affairs according to its own judgment, as that
which is happily secured to us in the Charch
of Scotland.

But then, on the other hand, with those large
powers and privileges which as a collective
bady you thus possess, there is combined, un
the part of one and all of you, as individual
members of that body, the must perfect freedom
and parity that could be wished, alike in ex-
pressing and in giving cffect to your several
opinions. No one is entitled, cither in the Ge-
neral Assembly, or in any of the subordinate
judicatories of this Church, to exercise a lordly
influence over his brethren. The Minister of
the most remote or secluded Parish, cqually
with him who is statinned in the metrupolis,—
the humblest man of Goud who labours in the
Eldership, equally witk the richest landowner
or the highest noble,—cau utter his sentiments
without the least reserve, and tender his vote
without regard to fear or favour. And no au-
thority or influence is recognised as belonging
to any over those who are associated with them,
beyond that which greater talents, knowledge,
prudence, expericuce, and cloquence must ae-
cessarily secure in ¢very assemblage of reason-
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able heings for those who are possessed of them.
In this way it is provided that the voice of the
Church at large—the unfettered public opinion,
not only of the Clergy, but aiso of the Laity,
who are largely represented among you, shall
have due effect given to it in all your deliber-
ations ; and at the same time security is afford-
ed that those extensive powers with which yon
are invested shall in the main be temperately,
liberally, and charitably administered, instead
of being perverted, as otherwise they mught
have been, into engines of spiritual despotism
and oppression.

This combination of individual parity n
those who are called to bear office in the Church
of Christ, with full jurisdiction asto all spin-
tual matters in those ecclesiastical courts of
which they are constituent members, is the
grand distinctive feature of that system of
Presbyterian government which is bappily es-
tablished among us. We have good and suffi-
cient reasons fur belicving that this system 1s
‘ founded on, and agreeable to, the Word of
God.” We know, frum long experience, that
it has been fraught with manifold and signal
beucfits to our Church and country. We prize
it as & most precious heritage bequeathed to us
by vur veacrated forefathers, who secured it for
us at the coust of many hLard struggles, and
painful sacrifices, and nuoble martyrdoms, of
which it would ill become us tv be unmindful.
And may [ not add, that one and all of us are
humbly but beartily determined, by the help of
Gud, to assert, maintain, and defend it to the
uttermost ?

In saying so, we are not be understood as in-
s.sting on our own approved from of vutward
organisativn and guvernment as of vilal neces-
sity to the comstitution of a Christian Church.
Some system of government 15 of cuurse indis-
peusible.  And inasmuch as the Presbyterian
system appears tv us to be as near an approxi-
mativn to the model of thuse Cliurches which
were founded by the Apostles as our altered
state and circumstances will aduit of) 1o 1s in
our judgment entitled to the preference. We
do nut cunceive, huwever, that we are warrant-
¢d on this account to repudiate, or even to dis-
parage, such other branches of the Visible
Church as have not seen their way to the adop-
tion of it, or to huld that their ministry is ut-
terly unauthorised, and their ordinances vitiated
and invalidated. We have no sympathy, in-
dced, with the narrowaess of those views which
regard the mere outward framework of a
Church as of eyual, or even of superior, impor-
tance to those weightier matters of Christian
faith and duty, which it may be, and ought to
be, the prime object of all Churches, however
constituted and administered, ta inculcate. We
arc much more inclined to adopt the Apostle’s
maxim, as alike applicable to all things exter-
nal and circumstantial. * The kingdom of God
is not meat and drink, but righteousness and
peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost, for he that
in these things serveth Christ is acceptable to
God and approved of men.”

Nor are we to be deterred from thinking thus
charitably of those who differ from us in mat-
ters of Church guvernment by the fear that on
this account our separation frum other Churcties,
which do not as to such matters reciprocate our
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charity, may appear to them to be unwarrant-
able or gchismatical.

The more exclusive advocates of Prelacy may
indeed tell us, that however desirous of unity,
they dare not seek it by joining us, because, oa
their principles, we cannot be recognised ag
possessing the indispensable® requisites of a
Christian Chiurch,—but that there is no such
insurmountable obstacle in the way of our seek-
ing unity by joining them, and hence that our
continued separation from them i3 is schisma-
tical, inasmuch as we, though preferring our
own system, do not regard theirs as vitally or
essentially defective.

I need scarcely point out the fallacy of such
an argument. Those who urge it forget that
there may be other points, of much more im-
portance than a distinction of orders among the
clergy, in which we conscientiously differ from
them, and in regard to which, without presum-
ing to judge others, we feel imperatively called
1o act upon our own convictions. They also
forget that our Presbyterian government may
not be in our eyesa mnalter of indifference, which
might, for the sake of peace and unity, be com-
promised, merely because we do not exaggerate
the uinportance of @t so far as absolutely to
ignore the ecclesiastical status of such as do
not entertain the same views of its aspostolic
origin and sanction with ourselves. And, above
all, they bave need to be reminded that the
very circumstance of therr holding the czclusive
authorily and the rital necessity of a Prelatical
form of government, which does not appear to
us to have any clear warrant, far less to have
any exclusive warrant, from the New Testa-
ment,—insomuch that they do not hesitate to
speak of us as having no Church, noauthorised
Ministry, no valid sacraments, and even to
charge us with schismatical rebellion, after the
similitude of Korah and of Jeroboam, against
the appointments and ordinances of the Lord,
—that this very circumstance is of itself a suf-
ficient reason why we canoot and dare not join
them, lest by so doing we should be giving place
to arrogant claims, the justice of which we
cannot admit, and countenancing narrow and
erroncous views with which we are as far as
possible from having any sympathy.

No, truly. We have yet 10 learn that.the ¢z-
clusiveness of any Church is a ground for de-
manding adhesion or conformity to it on the
part of other Churchies which are of a more
catholic spirit, on pain of their being charge-
able, should they withhold it, and thut, oo, on
the very ground of ther catholicity, with setting
at nought the Saviour’s carnest desires and
fervent prayers for the unity of His people!

There i1s good reason to think that it never
was the mind of Christ that there should be,
respecting things outward and circumstantial,
a rigid and thorough uniformity in His visible
Church; but that, on the contrary, the unity
which He contemplated may be safficiently at-
tained, if only His professed followers would
be considerale and charitable towards each
other as to those minor points on which they
cannot think alike, while with reference to all
the essentials of the common salvation they
are ready to ‘“stand fast in one spirit, and
with onc mind to strive together for the
faith of the Gospel.” Aund if it be so, then
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there are no greater foes to that scriptural uni-
ty which we are required to further, and none
with whem it so greatly concerns us, as seek-
ing that scriptural unity, to refrain from being
identified, than those who attach so inordinate
an importance to their own peculiarities of
outward form and goveroment, as absolutely to
deny’ to such as do not adopt them any recog-
nised position in the Christian Church.

I have said that it does not seem to hare

been the mind of Christ that there should be
in outward things an organic unity or rigid
uniformity established in the visible Church
And I cannot help thinking that those texts of
Holy Scripture which are commouly urged in
support of the opposite opinion, have been very
sadly perveried from their proper meaning.
This is more particularly the case with our
Lord's solemn prayer on the eve of His cruci-
fixion. There is nothing in that prayer that
can be held as pointing to a union that is mere-
ly external aund guvernmental. It aims at
something far higher and bolier than any mere
outward incorporation of professing Christians,
bound together by an agreement among thex-
sclves in the observance of a common polity
and ritua)l. The union which it contempliates
is altogether of a spiritual pature—a union not
merely of professed Christians, but of {true
Christians—a union of true Christians, koit to-
gether by the bond of faith, whereby they are
all united to Christ their living Head, and thus
in Christ united to one another. And I can
easily conceive an association of professing
Christians to be outwardly incorporated with
onc another in the most orderly subjection to
the same system of Church government and
the mest strict conformity to the same pre-
scribed method of worship; while yet, by rea-
son of their ntter want of unanimity as to some
of the most vital articles of revealed truth, and
it may be also of their want of clarity towards
each other, they are as far as possible from ful-
filling that ecarnest prayer of the Saviour for
His true disciples when He said, * Neither pray
I for these alone, but for them also which shall
belicve oo me through their word; that they
all may be one, as Thou, Father, art in me,
and I in Thee, that they also may be one in
us.”
In speaking thus, however, we should not be
understood as calling in question the desirable-
ness of an entire agreement, even in things ex-
ternal and circumstantial, among professing
Christians, in so far as without compromise of
principle it' can be attained, still less as jus-
tifving that captious aud contentious spirit
which would, for the sake of the mostaccessary
and subordinate matters, disturb the peace and
break the unity of 2 Christian Church.

It has sometimes been cast as a reproach on
Presbyterianism that it has a tendency to fos-
ter lax views of ecclesiastical unity and order,
and even to give rise to endless divisions and
dissensions in those branches of the Christisn
Church in which it bas been cstablished. And
it must be cwned that to those who look only
at certain recent occurrences in our own his-
tory, and who take but a superficial glance at
these occurrences, thero may scem 10 be some
show of justice in the imputation. I am con-
fident, however, that when more carefully ex-
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amined, any such churge will be found to be
entirely groundless. 1t is matter of history
that many of the greatest schisms and most
grievous heresics with wlich Christendom was
ever disturbed bave had tueir origin, not under
a Presbyterian, but under a Prelatical system.
So was it with the widespread divisions aand
contentions occasioned by the Donatists, the
Arians, the Nestorians, and other schismatical
sects of the fourth and following centuries. So
was it with the great schism between the Greek
and Roman Churches. So was it with the
woeful apostacy of Rome itself, and with the
gloriolls secession from it at the era of the Re-
formation. And as we come down the stream
of time, we still find that 3chisms and secessions
are not peculiar to Presbyterianisa, Witnest
Bartholomew’s Day in the Church of Eagland,
when no less than two thousand Ministers felt
constrained to resign their benefices, and to se-
ver themselves from her commuuion, including
maey of the ablest, most learned, and most de-
voted Ministers by whom thatrenowned Church,
of which it becomes us to speak with unfeigned
recpect for its great services to the cause of
Christ, has ever been adorned Witness in
more recent times the rise and progress of Me-
thodism, which has now become a Inrge, in-
fluectial, and flourishing Church. Witness in
our own day the lamentable perversion of t. >
many of the Anglican Church, clergy as well
as laity, who, in the course of tLe last trenty-
five years, bave renounced the Protestant faith
for the delusions and corruptions of Romanism.
Aad to say notliog of these already accom-
plished facts, no one, I am sure, who calmly
considers the state of thirgs now subsisting in
the sister establishment,c. o fail to see that there
are to be found in her a variety of disuniting
¢lements, which if it were not for certain extra-
neous influences by which her proper ecclesias-
tical fuuctions are effectually repressed, if not
absolutely superseded, would speedily give riso
to discords aad divisions of & much more se-
rious kind than te havo ever experienced.

Add to all this, that those secessions which
are charged against us as Scottish Presby ter-
ians cannot with any real justice be regarded
as the patural and proper fruit of our system
of Church government. They have one and
all of them arisen from causes with which
Presbyterianism, as sucl, had nothing to do;
from circumstances connected with the terms
of union betweer Church and State, and with
the statutory mode of appointing ministers to
vacant bencfices, circumstances which might
bsve existed in any established Church, Prela-
ticul or Congregational, us well as Presby-
terian, and which, if regarded wiih the same
conflicting sentiments by a people distinguished
by the proverbial fervour of the Scottish tem-
perament, would, under aany form of govern-
ment, bave led to the same results.

Nor is it immaterial to consider that our
Scottish secessions have never in the least de-
gree affected the grand distinctive features
sither of our doctrinal creed or of our ecclesias-
tical constitution. In so far asregards fhese, no
difference i3 discernible among us. The several
parties into which we have been divided are in
doctrine the same, in wurship the same, orga-
tisation and discipline the ame. And thus may
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wo venture to say that Presbyterian Scotland,
notwithstanding those divisions with which it is
80 often reproached, i3 yet substantially, with
reference tv religion, the most united Protestant
country on the face of the earth, and that it
would be well for sume of those other countries
that are inclined to boast of their superior unity
as compared with us, if they really possessed
a8 much of it—in those things in which it 13
most of all desirable—as ourselves.

This substantial agreement in faith, worship,
and government to which I have just adverted
a3 subsisting between our National Charch and
those that have seceded from her, is doubtleas
in a high degree matter of congratulation. And
yet, in one vespect, it canuot etherwise be re-
gavded *nan as furuishing additional ground
for sorrow and humiliation, that with so much
that is, in th2 judgment of all parties, of pri-
mary importance, on Which we are entirely
agreed, we should yet, a3 to far inferior ma.-
ters, be disunited.

Fathers and Bretbren, I can truly say it for
myself, and [ am confident that [ have the
hearty concurrence of wmanjy, if not of all of
you, in saying it, that we should kail with un-
mingled satisfaction the prospect, if God in
ilis good proridence she 11¢ afford it to us, of
ieanion w.th those other Scottisk Presbyter-
ians, whose great services in the cause of our
common Lord «¢ highly appreciate, and whose
present estrangewnent from ovur fellowship we
unfeignedly lament. That there are serious
difficultics and obstacles standing for the pre-
sent in the way of this reunion, it would be al-
tugether fruitless to deny. At tne same time
I should be most unwilling to forego the hope
that, under the overruling provideace of our
Divine Head, these difficultics and obstacles
may eventually be removed, and that ere long
thé way may be opened for the attainment of a
consupmation so devouuly to be wished. We
haveseen even greater revolutions of sentiment,
and far more unlikely legislative and social
chapges, occurring of late years (nay, within
this present year), both in cur own and in other
lands, than would be necessary to the fulfil-
ment of such a hope. Buat even were it tenfold
more distant than at seems to be, it still i3 so
precious that we well may be coutent to wait
patiently and to pray caraestly for its accom-
ptishment.

In the meanwhile may 1 be pardoned for sug-
gesting that muach might be done to mingate
the cuils arising from our present divided state,
were all parties as intent as they ough. tobeon
doing it, even though the healing of our divi-
sions should be as yet itpracticable.

Allowing that therc seems to be no very im-
mediate prospect of our belng actually wncor-
porated with our Presbyterian kinsmen in one
united Church, there surely might be & mutual
recognition, & charitable forbearance, an ami-
cable alliance, an interchango of svmpathy,
confi 2nce, and prayer, to a far greater extent
than bas ever been cvinced, without any un.
warranted compromise of vur several principles.
Nay, there might even be a brotherly co-opera-
tion in the furtherance of many schemes in
which we have a common interest, and with
which our puints of difference have no concern.
Why, fur example, should our Scottish Presby-
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terian Churches have, cach of them, its own
separate mission to the benighted heathens and
10 the lost sheep of the House of Israel, so as
at once to weaken their energies, to dissipate
their resources, and, above all, to present a
divided front to those whom they are seeking
to convert, instead of joining together in one
strong and combined effort to diffuse, alike
among Jews and among Gentiles, ‘ the un-
searchable riches of Christ?" Why should we
not, in like manner, make common cause in
furnishing the means-of grace to our country-
men io the British Colonies, wko are wisely
beginning to sec that there is no reason for
carrying with them to the lands of their adop-
tion those uobappy divisions which arose from
circumstances aitogether peculiar to the mo-
ther country, and ibat they can now find a
sufficient ground of union in their common faith
and their common Presbyterianism ? In these,
and in other Schemes of pious and beneficent
exertion, I see no reason why our several Pres-
byterian Churches should not, and might not,
without any secrious difficulty, and certainly
without any unprincipled compromise of their
points of conscientious difference, be united,—
appointing a common missionary board, at
which each Church is fairly represented, and
allotting a set time during the session of their
supreme courts for receiving in one great Con-
vocation its reports, conveying to it their in-
structions, and joining together in friendly con-
ference and fervent prayer for the furtherance
of the great work with which it is intrusted.

But even if any such federal union, or any
such joint action of our severai Churches in
their corporate capacity, should for the present
be regarded as unattainable,—I1 am very sure
of this, that there is nothing to prevent us, as
individual ministers and elders of the National
Church, from cherishing kindly feelings, culti-
vating friendly relations, and extending at all
times a brotherly recognition, a cordial sympa-
thy; and a generous support, towards those in
other Churches who are invested with the like
offices, and charged with the same highly one-
rous and important work. We cannot igaore
the liberality of their contributicas, or the car-
nestaess and faithfulness of their exertions for
the advancement of that good cause which is
alike dear to us and to them. Nor can we
afford to dispense with their cffective services
in supplementiog the provision of divine ordi-
nances for the rapidly-increasiog masses of our
population, whose spiritual destitution, even
with all the help which they are able to give,
we cannot fully supply. Wherefore, let us walk
with them, and work with them, as brethren.
Let us think less of those minute points on
which they differ from us,—and much more of
those incomparably greater and more numerous
points on which we are agreed. Let all the
asperities of past conflicts be forgotten. Let
all the diversities of sentiment that still subsist
be candidly viewed snd charitably borne with.
And let our only striving be & gonerous rival-
¥y in zeal for the cause and kingdom of our
common Lord, and in labours of love for the
welfare of our fellow-creatures.

Té you, my much estcemed brethren in the
cldership, the Churchof Scotland is very deeply
indebted, not only for vour valuable aid and
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wise counsel in transacting the business of her
ccclesiastical courts, and in prosecuting her
great schemes of Clhiristian and beneficent exer-
tion,—but also for your more private services,
as fellow-labourers with the ministers of your
respective parishes, in the oversight of the
flocks comumitted to their care. I doubt not
that the Church may confidently look to you
for the same labours of love which hitherto you
have rendered to her,—that it willstill be your
constant and earnest endeavour to defend her
interests, to promote her purity, to preserve her
peace, to exterd her usefulness—and that in
your own personsl character and conduct you
will, by the grace of God, consistentiy main-
tain the dignity and sanctity of the office of
rulers in the Charch of Clrist with which you
are invested.

To you also, my fathers and brethren in the
ministry, ] may be allowed to express my con-
fident hope, that you will be faitbful and inde-
fatigable in your great work—continuing in-
starnt in season and out of season—making full
proof of your ministry—and watching for souls
as those who must give an account. It is by
such diligence and earnestness in the discharge
of duty that you will must effectually stop the
mouths of gainsayers; while at the same time
you vill, by the blessing of God, promote the
more direct end of &1l your labours, in the sal-
vation of those among whom you are called to
minister.

Suffer me briefly to remind you of that noble
appeal which was made by the great apostle of
the Gentiles wheu the claims and authority of
his office were controverted.

¢ Am I not an apostle 7” he said; ¢ are not
ye my work in the Lord ? If I be not an apostle
unto others, yet doubtless [ am to you; for the
seal of mine apostleship are ye in the Lord..
Again, he says, ¢ Do we begin to commend our-
selves? OQr do we need, like some others,
episiles of commendation to you, or letters ot
commuendation from you? Ye are our epistle,
written in our hearts, known and read of all
men ; forasmuch as ye are manifestly declared
to be the epistle of Christ ministered by us,
written not with ink, but with the Spirit of the
living God ; not in tables of stone, but in flesh-
ly tables of the heart.”

This was indeed an argument for his apostle-
ship, the force of which it was not easy to re-
sist. Those whom he appealed to possessed in
their own experience, and openly exhibited in
their own consistent lives, o proof that his la-
bours had truiy been accompanied with the
power and demonstration of the Holy Spirit.
Whatever his encmies or detractors might say
agaiost him as not baving been associated with
the other apostles frum the beginning—as oot
having been in ihe first instance numinated,
like the successor of Judas, by the voice of the
assembled Church, or as otherwise lacking
what they may bave conccived to be the proper
signs and credentials of an apostolic commis-
sion—his faithful converts at least knew in
themselves, ahd all who candidly observed them
were obliged to acknowledge, that he had of a
truth been in their cgse a ‘‘ chosen vessel to
bear the name of the Lord before the Gentiles.’
Whetter be had other marks of the apostieship
was to them accordingly o matter of compara-
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tive indifference. One thing they knew, that
whereas they once were blind, they had now
through his instrumentality been made to sce.
He had been the nieans of awakening and con-
verting them—of turning tbem from darkness
uato light, and from the power of Satan unto
God. And how then could either they who had
expericnced, or others who observed, the change
that bad been wrought in thew, dispute his
claims to the office he sustained? Why, they
were themselves the seals of his ministry; and
what other seal was neccessary to attest it to
them ? They were themselves tLe epistle of Christ
ministered by bim; and what other letters of
commendation need ke biing to them ?

It were well, truly, for the ministers of our
Church, or of any Church, if, by the blessing
of God upon their labours, they were cnabled
to make so triumphant an appeal as this. All
other arguments for the warrant of our ministry
we might, in that case, almost venture to dis+
pense with. For who shall dare to repudiate
that which God is pleased to own? \Who shall
venture to reject as invalid and unauthorised,
those ministrations which He is pleased to bless
for the edifying of the body of Christ? Whe-
ther we can plead the antiquity of our Church,
or its independence of the kingdoms of this
world, or its eact conformity, even in the mi-
nutest points of outward form, to the pattern
of the primitive ages ; whether we caa trace the
authority of hcr pastors, either to the suit and
calling of the people, which some would con-
sider as cquivalent to the call of God; or to
their unbroken line of succession, reaching
back to the day of the apostles; these truly are
points of very secondury importance, as com-
pared with this other and much more momen-
tous question—whether she bas been in any
way instrumental in bringing men to the know-
Jedge gnd belief and obedience of ¢ the truth
as it is in Jesus 7 So long as it can be said of
our Zioa, “this man or that man was born
there,” these thoughtless sinners were awalken-
ed, thesc proud hearts were humbled, these
broken spirits were comforted, these saints of
God were sanctified more and more, and more
richly adorned with all the gracesof the Chris-
tian life, it matters little what else may be left
unsaid, To every other question we might then
be content to say, ¢ We are not careful to an-
swer you in this matter” here are our proofs—
our practical and solid proofs—that whoever
may disown wus, the Head of the Church has
not cast us off; but that He is still fulfilling to
us His gracious promise, “ Lo! I am with yon
alway, even unto the end of the world ;" here
are the seals and credentials_of our miaistry,
by whbich you may see that He bas acknow-
Jedged it and made it effectual—even these
Epistles of the Lord, legibly written in the
bearts of our Christian people.

Fathers and brethiren, let it be our carnest
endeavour so to 'ive and labour inour Master's
service as thbat, by His blessing, we may have
many such seals of our ministerial faithfulness
to rejoice in.  And forasmuch as without Him
w2 can do nothing, let it be at all times our
humble and fervent prayer, that He would so
guide and aid us in our endeavours, as to ren-
der them largely subservient to His own glory,
to the cxtension of the Saviour's kingdom
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throughout the world, and to the everlasting
welfare of our fellow-creatares.

 God be merciful untu us, and bless us, and
cause Thy face to shine upun us, that Thy way
may be known upon earth, Thy saving health
smong all nations. Let the people praise Thee,
O God, let all the people praise Thee. O let
the nations be glad and sing fur joy . fur Thouu
shalt judge the people righteously, and govern
the nativns upon carth. Let the people
praise Thee, O Gud . It all the people praise
Thee. Then shall the earth yicid Ler increase |
and God, even our own God, shall bless us.
God shall bless us. and all the ends of the eartl.
shall fear Him.”

Suuaary o CuxTRIBUTIUNS BY THE Cuukcn
OF SCOTLAND.
The total amount of contribu-
tions to the Schemes of the
Church for the year ending

15th April 1842 was £25,307 0

During the year ending 15th April 1567, the
amount of contributions to the Schemes of the
Church, as repurted by thie several Committees,
was as follows :—

1. Foreign Missions..........

2. Education—
General......£6,044 4 1
Female Schools 1,477 17 5

£6,452 14 8

. Colonial Scheme..... eeas
. Jewish Mission..vocennnnn
5. Endowment Scheme—
General Fund. £5,331
Provincial .... 10,660
For particular
Churches...
Local supple-
ments  and
additional
c¢ndowments 7,350 0 0

—

1
. Home Mission....co-nvue. 6,
4
1

s
wWo O
+—
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=

3,302 6 1

—

26,643 18 0

Amount.... £55946 1 11
Add subscriptions of Lay Asso-
ciation in behalf of the first
five Schemes, upwards of... 1,000 0 v
Total ...... £56,046 1 11

The above amount, however, does not by any
means present a full view of the sums raised
Ly the congregations of ihe Church of Scotland
for Missivnary, Educational, and other benevo-
lent purposes.

The Juint Committee on the Schemes of the
Church liase issued schedulcs of inquiry, and
have obtained returns from 838 out of 1250
congregations in regard to the full amount ot
their soluntary contributions. From these re-
turns it appears that the fullowing sums, in ad-
ditivn to the revenuo of the Schemes of the
Church, have Leen raised during the year end-
ing 15th April 1867 :—

HOME PURPOSES.
1. Hour Missions—
(1.) For Parish
Missions....£7,926 3 9
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(2.) For build-
ing Churches
or Mission-
Rooms (not
including le-
gal  assess-
ments or
grants ..... 19,379 10 8
(3.) Localreve-
nue of quoad
sacra Churches
(oot includ-
ing endow-
ments). ... .
(4.) Portion of
Church-door
Collections
devoted to
the Poor....
(5.) Othersums<
for lfome
Mission pur-
poses ...

20,897 19 ©

9,304 12 8

5,566 19 1

£63,015 5 2
2. EpUCATION—

(1) Sums raised

locally for

education

(not includ-

ing legal as-

sessments) ..£9,334 ¢ 0
(2.) Raised for

building

Schools (not

including

Govercment

grants or as-

sessmeonts).. 6,994 0 0
16,326 0 0

Add charitable Contributions
reported by 83 Congregations 1,155 0 0

£80,558 5 2
FOREIGN PURPOSES.
1. Ladies’ Indian
Association....£1,733 6 2
2. Ghospara Mis-
sion of St. Ste~

phen’s, Edin-
burgh........ 164 3 10
3. Ladies Jewish
Association... 380 § 1
4. For Buildings

in connection

with Jewish
Mission....... * 25T 5 2

£2535 3 4
ADD REVENUE OF THE SIX
SCHEMES AND LAY AS-%
SOCIATION .« eeeerennnnn- 56,946 1 11

———

Total......£140,039 10 5

It may be mentioned that among the 412
congregations from which no returns of their
local contributions have been as yet received,
arc included not a few of the largest, wealth-
jest, and most liberal congregations in the Na-
tiopal Chuarch. And without forming aoy ex-
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travagant estimate, we may venture to say that
their contributions would increase the above

: total to not less than £160,000.

IrELAND.—~The General Asserobly of the
Presbyterian Churchin Ireland held its Annual
Mesting in Dublin last month. The opening
sermon was preached by the Rev, D. Wilson of
Limerick, from Isa. 1v. 4. and was followed by
his parting address after he had held the chair
for two years. The Rev. Robert Montgomery,
one of the Asgembly’s missionaries to India, and
now home on leave, was unanimously chosen
to succeed him, and opened the meeting with
an earncst and practical address, in which he
assumed that by conferring so high an office
upon him, the Church only expressed in the
most public and honourable way her logalty to
missions. The session lasted from the 3rd till
the 12th of June, and would have lasted longer
but for a resolution to hold a special meeting
in Belfust on the 14th of August, when the re-
maining business will be considered. The im-
portant report of the Committee on Elemeirta-
ry Education was adopted, and the decisive at-
titude taken last year confirmed. The Cburch
has pledged herself to resist the changes threat-
ened by Mr. Fortescue; but at present these
changes, both in school and college, seem to
have been withdrawn. It was agreed to add
£10,000 to the New Church and Manse Fund,
which bas now reached over £20,000; and with
this supplement to attempt clearing off the con-
gregational debt, which amounted to about
£40.000. Mr. Macllwrath, whose application
was mentioned last montb, was referred to a
committee. The reports of tbe varions mis-
sions wero encouraging. The total missionary
contributions were £12,720, an increase of
£1,600 over last year ; and an enlargement of
both the Jewish and Foreign Missions was ap-
proved. It is proposed to establish two well-
equipped seminaries at Surat and Ahmedabad,
and to increase the number of missionaries.
They bave baptized over eighty persons during
the year. The epirit which pervaded the As-
sembly was a warrant that the increased out-
lay would be met, and that there was & mission-
ary enterprise still unwrought, from which
large results might be expected. But when the
overturcs for a mission to China had been laid
before the house, and when it had heard a gra-
phic narrative of mission life in China from Mr.
Swanson, the new mission was adopted witha
hearty enthusiasm, and the blessing of God in-
voked upon it. 'Ihe Roman Catholic mission
occupies fifteon stations,—all but one in Gon-
naught; and from these fifteen, fifty lesser sta-
tions are occupied, and forty schools where
more than half the scholars are Roman Catho-
lics. The Dublin Mission carries on its own
distinct work. The Church hasbeen extending
her work at home at the same time, and push-
ing her outposts further into the South, as well
as meeting the support of her ministry in a mor¢
generous and adequate spirit. Out of 54l
congregations 517 reported to the statistical
committee, with the following results:—Fami-
lies in connection, 81,313 ; communicants, 123,-
930; elders, 2,117; deacons, 103 ; members of
committee, 5,439; church accommodahon,
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225,752 sittings , stipend payers,68,532 , manses,
241 ; Elemenwry National schooi2, under
patronage of ministers or members, 652 ; clas-
sical schools arvailable (exclusive of those in
Dublin, Belfast, Cork, and Limerick), 112;
youang persons studying for the ministry, 316;
Sabbath-schools, ,132; teachers, 7,250, Sab-
bath-scholars, 57,914, Presbyterial examina-
tions of Sabbath-schouls, 145, congregational
music classes, 162, Congregativual Libraries,
227, Sabbath school libraries, 187, Missionary
Heralds in circulation, 15,541 copies, prayer-
meetings in which elders or memlers take
part, 1,125,

Inp1a.—The Madras Times gives an ac-
count of & young Irishman of abandoned
character, who was found at Madras en-
tirely destitute of means. A passage was pro-
vided for him in & ghip leaving for England, but
he would not go. He was then living on an
allowance of eight rupees & month from a char-
itable source. When he refused to accept situ-
ations that would have enabled him easily to
support himself bonestly, he was informed that
lns allowance would be stopped. Marching to
Triplicane he offered himself as & convert to
Mohammedanism, and when last seen he was
boastfully defiant in a Mussulman skull cap,
short shirt and silk pyjamas. The paper re-
marking on the above says, ¢ Nor is this a soli-
tary case. There seems to be a formal prose-
Iyting agenry in Triplicane for the very pur-
pose of drawing over such men as the poor
wretch just described. Every convert thus
gained receives an allowance monthly, and
when yuite eound in the faith, and fully tied

down to a life from which thero can be little

escape, is sent out to gather others into the
same fold. This will, to some degree, explain
the frequent recurrence in the streets of pale
European faces under Mugsulman babits. We
have very good reason for believing that there
is in the heart of Triplicane a little colony of
these reprobates. Having thus severed every
tie that bound them to the land of their birth,
of course bitterly hating the race they have so
fearfully disgraced, these mep become our dead-
liest enemies.”

Fraxca.—The prayer meeting which ushered
in the May meetings was extremely small, three
pastors and a few friends. The first aseembly
was that of the Bible Sociely of France at the
church of the Redemption. This anniversary
was presided over by Pastor G. Moncd, the
report was presented by Pastor F. Vermeil ;
7,634 copies of the Scriptures have been dis-
posed of Juring the year, shewing ao increase
of 1500. Receipts 29,536 frs., expenses 33,608
frs. A previous balance, however, covers
the deficit. At the same bour, but at the
Chapelle Malesherbes, the Sunday School Society
held iws anniversary, presided over by Pastor
Paumier. About 30,000 children in France at-
tend Sunday Schools (there are 150,000 Pro-
testant children who should attend), 23 schools
liave boen opened Jduring the gear. Receipts,
23,777 frs.; expenses, 24,177. Tho president
takes entircly upon bimself the charge of the
Journal Musée des Enfants, which was an in-
creasing burden to the Society. Thenextmeet.
ing was that of the Society for recording Pro_

l
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testant History in France, M. Schickler pregided
over this annpiversary. Count J. Delaborde
gave a sketch of tbe life of Admiral de Colig-
ny's widow. Mr. Bordier read an essay on Cal-
vinist poetry. The Bulletin of the Socicty gains
in interest, its library gradually increases (it
contains 500 volumes, often extremely rare),
and its financial state is fair. The anniversary
of the Paris Tract Sociely was presided over by
CountJ. Delaborde. Its repert was read by M.
Arbouse Bastide. The Society has been able tu
reprint 45 of its old tracts, and issue 10 new
ones. It distributed during the year 388,000.
It bas published an Epistle of St. Peter with re-
ferences. Its monthly JAmi de la Jeunesse has
raised the price to 4 francs. Its new premises
are a¢ No. 35, Rue des Saints, Péres, with a
window on the street. Mr. Troupet presented
the finencial statement: receipts 111,222 frs,,
expenses 108,000 frs. , thereremains, however,a
deficit of 26,000 frs. The Protestant Bible So-
ciety's anniversary came next, presided over by
Mr. H. Parrot. M. Schickler reported 9,954
copies sold or given; 600 less than the preced-
jug vear. About halfare versions other than
the usual ones of Martin and Osterwalde. Re-
ceipts, 34,171 frs.; expenses, 34,642 frs. But
there is an old deficit of 47,500 frs. Pastor
Fisch presided at the anniversary of the Protest-
ant Sou Society, & society too little appreciated.
The reporter, Mr. Feer, stated that during its
20 years’ existence it had distributed 325,000
frs. among various societies. M. Eymard, the
founder, had left by will a large sum, conditional
on the collectors furnisbing am equal sum in
five years; few cfforts and few results render 1t
very doubtful whether next year, which is the
fifth, it will be ~ble to claim the noble bequest.
Mr. V. de Pressensé presided at the anniversary
of the Evangelical Sociely of France. Pastor
Fisch read the report giving receipts 141,000
frs., and expenses sbove 147,000 frs. A de-
ficit of last year increased the debt to
39,000 frs. The Sunday School gathering pleas-
antly diversified the monotony of the week, as
usual about 4000 children and 3000 parents
filled the Cirque Napoleon. lymns and short
specches commenced and closed with prager.
A new society for the Parochial Evangelization
of the Reformed Church of Puris, held its first
annual meeting. Gene al Baron de Chaband
Latour presided and explained the aim of the
Suciety,—to preserve orthodox evangelical faith
in the cburch amidst increasing scepticism.
Conferences, lectures, circulating libraries, and
visitation, are some of the means cmployed. It
bas received 40,000 frs. The Paric Misionary
Suciety beld its meeting, presided over by Count
J. Delaborde. The terrible disasters of the
Bassutos from the unjust onset of the Boers, have
greatly embarrassed the society, whose deficit
amounts to 70,000 frs. Its stations in Sencgal
aud Mahiti prosper, especially the latter, where
a Protestant school, now attended by 270
children, bas been inaugurated by Queen Pom- °
aré. The47 aged people of the Jdsylum for Old
Age had their festival, then came the apniver-
sary of the Central Society of Prolestant Evan-
gelization, presided over by Professor de Felice
Tho Secretary, Pastor Ch. Fossard, could not
stato progress, but declared that its activity
had not diminished . receipts 143,731 frs., ex-
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penses 169, 701 ; deficit about 25,000 frs. The
Primary School Sociely met for the 35th time,
presided over by M. Guizot. The secretary, M. ¢
Labelle, stated thatthe receipts had dimicished |
a quarter, while the expenses increased : the
latler amount to 108,188 frs. The.dgricullural
Colony of Samnte Foy held its meetng presided ;
over by Professor de Felice. The report, rea” |
by Pastor Armand Delille, stated that more
land was called for, but funds do not allow of ,
the purchase. Good accounts are received of |
about 90 lads, or men, who bave bencfited by «
it. It contains 80 at present. The Deaconesses
Institution bad its anmiversary presided over by |
Pastor Breyton. Pastor Dhombres in hisreport .
stated that 37 deaconesses are at work and 12
preparing.  The receipts balance the expendi-
ture. and the debt with which the house is still
burdened is decreasing. A small infirmary at
Batignolles. Paris, for Protestants, is progress- !

ing well and forming good sick-nurscs—an |
immensc boon !

The Pope, the bishops, and generally the ¢
dignitaries of the Romish Church, seem to
be fully iu accord with one another. But are i
they so realiy ? Arc there not among them |
serious divisions, which, disguised under the
appearauce of a perfect concord, are not the
less deeply-rooted nnd obstinate 7 Recently the !
principal organ of the Vatican, cntitled the |
Ciriile  Catlolica, published a long article
against the Liberal Catholics—that is to say,
against those who, whilst remaining attached
1o the doctrines and the practice of the Romish
Church. believe that certain concessions should
be made to the ideas, wants, laws, and aspira-
tions of our age. These men disavow the anti-
quated principles of the Jesuitical faction,
they regret that Pius IX. should have sanction-
d them in his last Encychical, and are in fa-
vour of some sccomuodation with the modern
spirit.

Amongst those Liberal Catholics there are
naot ouly cminent laymen, such as the Count
de Montalembert, but alss some prelates who
1ossess great infisence: for example, Ngr.
Dardoy, Archbishop of Patis. and perhaps, at
least 0 some extent. M. Dupanloup. Bishop of
Utleans. The Ciallc Catlolica seeks beforehand
in pamlyse their efforts, and to close thewr lips.
It declares. in vehement langnage, that Liber-
wlism is irvecoaciiable with the obedience de-
manded by the Roman Ser. and that those hclr-
Zearted men. who give their right hand to the
Iope, and theirleft hand to the new gencration,
are wanting in ther dulies. are weakening
iheir Choreh, and rua the risk of exciting fear-
ful disorders, ctc.  “ The Pope,” say they, = is
the supreme masier of truth, «f order, and of
justice.... He ought to preside over the or-
ganizalion of civil socictics, /1 the cstablish-
=ent of constitulions, as well as overthe go-
verament of religious affaics.”

TORRRV.—The ** Lingering efect of the perse.
cation of 1864,” is referred to by the Rev R H.
Weakly, of the Church mission, as beiag still
cperative.  He remarks i —

1t was then prociaimed, practicaliv and for-
cibly, that, all professions on paper, notwith-
sianding the seceptioa of Christianity by Mo-
hammedans, was a ctime in ke oyes of b

. cation is the latest received.
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Government, and the people generally bave
not been slow to imbibe the spirit of the rulers.
....Islam is the religion of the State—in fact,
its foundation; and to offend publicly against
the religion is to offend against the sovereign
and his whole Government. Thus hypocrisy

. prevails; men regulate their conversation and

Lebaviour according, to the company they are
in. Itis not an uncommon thing for 2 man,
who thoroughly disbelieves the mission of
Mohammed, to speak or act before others as a
most zealous follower of the prophet..... The
circulation of the Scriptures among the Turks
continues, in diminisl.td numbers, indeed, since
our troubles, but smounting to between 5,000

- and 6,000 copics in the year.

Persia.—A decided increase of religious in-
terest is reported by the American missionarics
at Oroomiah  The Rev. Mr. Shedd's communi-
He writes :—
The most cheering intelligence ofthe month

© is the manifest presence of the Holy Spirit in

several of the villages. The most matked ex-
ample is Supergban, about twenty-five miles
north of the city. The pastor is a leading man
in every good work among the Nestorians, and
his wifc is 2 superior woman. The most evi-
dent prepamtions for the work of grace twere:

i (1) Enlarged benevolence—many of the bre-

thren and sisters giving out of deep poverty.
(2) Reformation in habits of wine drinking.
Through great cxcrtion on the part of the pas-
tor, every communicant united in a pledge of
total abstinence. (3) Faithful personal efforis

« by the pastor, with cvers male member of his

flock, and the same by his wife with every fe-
male member. In this spirit they began the
Week of Praver, and before its close more than
a scorc of persons were deeply awakened.
Since then the number has greatly increased
aad mauy are rejuicing in hope.

Cuixa.—A remarkable conversion is reported
from Fuh-chau by Rev. T. Wolfe, of the Church
mission—of & man who had been guilty of
 breakiag every onc of the ten commandments.”
He went 20 the chapel, as people wounld say, by
mere chance, probably to laugh at the preach-
cr. He heard the truth. Itlaid hold of ais
heart, and produced deep conviclion of sin and
a complete chaage oflife. The chauge in his
conduct twas the subject of surprise and speca-
latinn to the whole neighbourkood. This
brought people 1o inquire, and not less thaa
2,009 books and Testaments wereceagerly taken
by the people.

ST. FRANCIS COLLEGE AND GRAMMAR
SCHOO0L, RICHMOND, PROVINCE
OF QUEREC.

Another prasperous year of this Institation
was closed by public excreives in the College
Lectiaze Rooms, on the 3nd iast.

On the Dais were the Rt. Hon. Lord AFi-
mes, Pres. of the Corporation ; Joha Hethring-
ton, Esq.. Vice Prex., W, H. Webh Beq, Q.C,
N. P. P.: Messrs, Ex-mayor Cleveland . Mayor
Mackic; Rev.J. McCaul ; Principal Goxham;
Professors Hubbard, Daff, Hamitton and others
Apologies were received from Rew. J. S Gay,
Ch. of Englaud, ard others expressing regret
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at their unavoidable absence. Hall which
was tastefolly decorated with ._s and crver-
greens, was, as usual, crowded with the stu-
dents and their friends.

The proceedings were opened with prayer Ly
the Rev. Jno. McKay, Can. Presbyterian
Church. Then followed exercises in elocution
in English and French, these were received by
the audience with even more than the usual
manifestations of approval.

From the reports of the Principal and the
several Professors, the following synopsis is
taken :—There have been one hundred and
twelve students and pupils in the College and
Grammar School during the past year, thirty-
two of these have boarded with the Principal
who resides in the College building. The aver-
age age of the students in the College has teen
twenty-three vears,——that of the pupils in the
Grammar School, sixtcen years.

Forty-five students have matriculated in this

College during the past six ycars, nearly one

half of whom, have entered the Professional °
Facalties of Law and Medicine in the Univer-
sity of McGill College, of which the St. Francis -

is an ciliated College. These Professional
students have usually attended lectures butone

or two years in the Facalty of arts in this Col- |

lege.

It is to be regretted thet o greater number

of students do not complete their course in arts

before commencing their lectures in Law, Me- .

dicine, and Theology, and it is to be hoped that
the time is not far distant, when students will
not be admitied to the University lectures in

Law and Medicine, who have not attained, at |

least, two years standing in arts.

The wholc number of pupils in this Instita-
tion during the past seven years has been nearly
five hundred, the aggregate for the same time,
hat been seven hundred and seveaty.

The classification according to # reiigion ™
has been neariy as follows:—Ch. of Eng., one
fourth; Ch. of Scot. about onc fifth, Cong.

onc scveath ; Can. Presby. one eighth ; R Cath. |

onc ninth,and the remainder from several otlier
denominations.

The students at present in arts, ave Morrison,
Campbell, Hethrington, Wellhood, Mcleod,
Robinson, Hutchison, Wadleigh, Abbott, Wat-
ters, Miller, Cruikshank, Watters and Abbott.

In the classical senior class of the Grammar
School, were King, Sanborn, Dufl. Jenks, Ca-
meron, Mclntyre, Brodic and Cochrane.

The studeals in survering, were Cieveland,
third year; Lawreace and Greeae, first vear.

Of the June cxaminations of Grammar School
pupils, the foilowing are some of the results,
the order of the names indicating the standing
of cach :—Euclid: Sanbom, Duff, Cameron, aad
Melntyre; Anth. ist Div. Daff, (Prize.) Ross,
Cleveland; 2ad Div. Rlair, (Prize), Plillips,
Norrill, Hamel, Heubach, Cassidy, McPherson:
3rd Div. Gay, Campbell, Davig, Main, Desanl-
niers, McGic; <th Div. Gosrice, Stewart, Glen-
uy, McKenzic, Rhoades. Cobura. Eag. Gram.
st Div. Riair, Rass, Phillips. Stewart, Mozill,
Henbach, Hamel!, Nixon, Cassidy, McPherson,
2nd Div. Gay. Desaulnicrs, Campbell, Gouin.
Davis, 3rd Div. Main, Fowler, McKeazice, Brym-
wer, MeGie. Reading and Speiling, 1st Dis.
Blair, Cassidy, Stewart, Ress, Phillips, 2ad
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| Div. Fowler, McKenzie, Main, McGie, Brym-
mer. Hist. of Eng., Cassidy, Gay, Stewart.
| Hist. of Can., Fowler, McGie, Gorrie. Geog.,
1st Div. Blair, Cassidy, Heuback, Phillips and
Stewart; 2nd Div. Morrill, Gay, Cleveland,
Whyte. Agric. Chem., Morrill, Ewing, Coburn,
Cassidy. Mineralogy, Lawrence, McArthur,
Armstrong.  El. Lat., Gay, Cleveland, Nixon,
Brrmper, McGie, Stewart. El Greek, Gay,
Nixon. Fr_ench Gram., 1st Div. Cleveland
; (Prize), Phillips, Gay, McPherson, Desaulniers,
; Glenoy; 2nd Div. Gorrie, Nixon, D. Stewart.
McKenzie, C. Whyte, G. Whyte, Miller. Scrij -
ture Lessons, (Residents in College), 1st D\ .
y Duff, (Prize), Blair, Cameron, Heuback; <..2
| Div. G. Whyte, (Prize), C. Whyte, Mchenzic,
' Charlton, Thomson. Book-keeping, Commer-
' ciai Correspondence and Drawing, 1st Div
, Blair, (Prize), Phillips, (Prize), Blondeau,
© (Prize), Stewart; 2nd Div. Campbell. (Prize).

Cleveland, Gouin: 3rd Dir. Ross, (Prizce), La-
» brish, Hamel; 4th Div. Writing, C. Whyte,

(Prize), Charlton, (Prize), Gay, Mazurctte.
Brymner, Fowler.

Greek Anabasis ; 1st Duff, (Prize), Sanborn,
(Prize): 2nd Cameron, (Prize). and Jenks;
! 3rd Mcliniyre.  Greck Compo., 1st Sanborn:
2nd Duff; Cameron. 3rd Jenks. Mclntyre.
Latin, Virgil, 1st Jenks. (Prize). Sanborn, Duil;
2nd Camcron and Mcintyre. Lat. Compo., 15t
Duff, Sanborn ; 2nd Cameror ; 3rd Jenks, Mcln-
tyre.

Faculty of Arts: Math., 1st Morrison, (Prize)
. Weilwood; 2ad Div. Hethrington, (Prize,)
. Crmpbell, McLeod, Greene, Lawrence. Chem-
istry. Morrison, (Prize), Wellwood, Campbell,
| Mcl.cod. Eng. Literature: Morrison, (Prize;)
I Campbell, (Prize), Wellwood, McLeod. Latin,
i

Orationes in Catilinam, 1st Morrison, (Prize) :

2nd Campbeil ; 3rd Hethrington ; 4th Wellwood,
. McLeod, Watters. Latin Compo., 1st Merri-
i son ; 2ad Hethrington Campbell ; 3rd McLeod,
, Wellwood, Watters. Greek, [lliad., 1t Mortri-
. son, (Prize,) Campbell, (Prize): 2nd Hethring-
| ton, Wellwood; 3rd McLeod. Anabasis; 1st
, Motrison, Campbell; 2nd Hethrington; 3rd
¢ McLeod, Watters. Greck Compo., Ist Morri-
! son; cad Hethrington, Campbeli; 3rd Wai-
i ters, Mclieod, Wellwood.
i Elocation, 1st Div.,, Ist Morrison; 2nd Well-
' wood, Hethrington, Campbell. 2nd Dir., Ist
! Sanborn. 2nd Cameron, diclatyre, 3rd Deff
z 3rd Div, 1st Nixon; 2nd Stewart; 3:d Phil-

lips.

Number of pupils in the following branches
during the year.—Military Drill, Licut. Ber-
nard, Iostruc., 65 ; Eng. ia French, 27; Freach
learaing Bag., 12 ; Bookkecping and Commer-
cial Correspondence, 32; Trigonomelry, 6
Geom., 247 Algebra, 16; Written Arith, 90,
Mental Arith, §3; Eag. Gram, 69; Geo,, 51;
Eng. Hist, 36: Caxn. Hist, 27, Readiag and
Wnting, i3: Dictation, 72: Eng. Literatar,
14; Chemistry, 6; Mineralogy, 9: Agric.
Clem., §; Greek, 23, Latin, 37, Elocation
ard Vocal Music, 112,

G. K. Foster has kindls given ten dollars
for the putchase of prize books to be awarded
at the next examination,

The Alma Maler Society Lectarers for the
past session, were Lord Aylmer, Principal
, Grabam, Professors Habbert, and Deff, Revs.

|
!
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Messrs. Marsh, Jeffery, Shening, McKay, Jay,
Parker, and Mayor Mackie.

This Institution i3 non-sectarian, and is pat-
ronized by all denominations; Protestant and
Catbolic. Very great pains have been taken
with the relig.ous training of the pupils,—re-
gular attengance on Divine Worship at their
respective churches on the Sabbath, reading of
Scriptures, praise and prayer, twice & day in
the family for all the residents, and chapel ex-
crcises daily for all the pupils. Most of the
students are engaged in Sabbath Schools, as
teachers or pupils, and there is a Bible lesson
every Monday morniag for all the residents in
College .

The pupils in the Grammar School receive

ccial instruction from the several Professors.
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i Commercial and other branches preparatory
for the different departments of 1 isiness, bave
particular attention.

After the reading of the reports and the dis-
tribution of prizes, commendatory addresses
were delivered by W. H. Webb, Esq, Q. C,,
M. P. P, Rev. J. McCaul, and the President,
Lord Aylmer. A vote of thanhs was passed to
the Principal and Professors.

The Principal then announced that the Sum-
mer Vacation would extend to the first Thurs-
day in September. The National Anthem was
sung by the students, in which the sudience
heartily joined. The Benediction was pro-
nounced by the Rev. J. McCaul, and the large
assembly dispersed, scemingly much pleased
with the commencement exercises.

e W MR ¢
Artrcies

Selected.

—

JESSICA'S MOTHER.

CHAPTER L.

T was a gloomy Sunday
in the gloomicst part

fog hung over Lundon
day and night, only lift-
jng itself off a little for
two or three hours about
noon-time. The bells
which rang from
church towers might have
been chiming from some

so distant they sounded
and so hidden were the
Lelfries in which ther
hung. In the carly part
of the day the congrega-
tions went to and from
their varions places of
N, worship, with 2 feeling of
sombre depression at the long continuance of
the gloom : but after nightfaill the darkness was

only natural, and though the lamps gave but

tittle light, and shone meiely liko reilow balls

in tho fog, the passcngers in the street moved
mote briskiy and talked more cheerfully than |
Here and there the brilliantly |

in the morning.
illuminated windows of some church or chapel
cast a pleasant gleam upon the pavement. and
the open doors scemed fo invite 2oy cold oF
weary passer by to caler into its light and
warmth, but as if these buildiags, the temples
of God, were desigaed only for the rich, and for
those who had comfort caough in thar owa
dwellings, it was noticeable that bat & very
scanty sprinkling of worshippers dressed in vile
raiment were to be scen among the congrega-
tions, though there was no lack of thase who
wore goodly apparei and gay clothing.

The fashionable chapel of which Daniel Stand-
ing was the chapel keeper, was no exceplion to
the geacral rale, for there were no poor lo be
fouad init. There was within it every appliance
of comfort and strie such as conld give satisfac-

of the vear, when the |

the |

region above the clouds, |

tion to a wealthy congregation. The ogk pews
were high enough for the bead of an occasional
slumberer to repose in quiet indulgence, and
they were well lined and carpeted and cusbioned.
The shades for the lamps toned down their light
to a clear yet soft lustre: and the apparatus for
heating the building was of the most eflicient
kind. The crowds who flocked to hear themin-
ister were increasing cvery Sunday, and Danicl
Standing had, with somec reluctance, yiclded to
the necessity of sharing his office of pew-opener
with a colleague: a man, however, of less dig-
nity and solcmnity of deportment than himselt,
. and who was quile willing to look up to
him as a superior. Morcover, the old members
of the church, the ¥ carriage people ™ especiaily,
* recognized him only as their chapel-keeper, and
centrusted any message or any commission to
him alone; and he also retained the charge of
attending upon the vestry.  The other man was
no more than a subordinate ; and after awhile he

; was reconciled to his division of office.
There had been two things much talked about
among the people for some time past - the first
' that the wminister himself should bave a col-
league found for him . and the sccond thata lar-
ger and still more fashionable chapel should be
huilt. Asto the collcaguc there were several
difficulties in the way, the chief one being 1o
find auch a preacher as would attract the same
congregations as those which came in crowds
to listen to the minister; for it was found that
whenever it was known that he would be absent
from his pulpit the numbers dwindled away,
until during his yearly holiday the chapel would
scem almost empty, compared to the throng of
curions and cager listeners, who hung upon his
words, and scarcely dared fo sigh over his re-
presentations of their misery and peril, lest they
snould miss hearing & single syllable of Ue
clogquence which described it. Still every mem-
ber of the congregation said it was cssental
tha: a colleague should be found for twrir
beloved pastor before ke had quite worn him-
sclf oul, aad greatl blame was throwa bacl
spon the swmall provingial chareh, which five
and tweaty years ago kad thrust him, 2 mere
soath of twenty, upon the cxhausting duties

i
%
I
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of the ministry. As for the second subject, it
was settled without much difficulty, for only
money, not a man, was wanted; and upon the

I ve 1
vestry table there was a subscription list, alrea- |

dy promising some thousands of pounds, and
beside it iay the plans for the new chapei, drawn
up by an cminent architect.

The chapel doors had been opened by Daniel,

and the gas toned down to precisely the brilli- |

ance and softness which the congregation loved,
especially the lamps on each side of the pulpir,
which shed a revealing light upon the minister’s
thoughtful face, and upon his dark hair just
tinged with grey. In the vestry Jessica had
just given & final and delicate stroka of dusting,
and was wiping the large pulpit Bible and
hymn book with her clean pocket-handkerchief,
ready for Daniel to carry up into the pulpit,
while the organist was playing the opening vo-
luntary, which he did with so solemn and mi-
nisterial an aspect, that a stranger, not accus-
tomed to the etiquette of the place, might be

betreyed into the supposition that he was the !

minister himself. Daniel was wailing now in

the porch like some faithful steward, ready to |
receive his master’s guests; and =as carriage .

after carriage rolled up, ahnost 2 smile of satis-
faction softened his rigid features. The minis-
ter's children had passed him with a smile and
a £od; and he had shut the door of their pew
in the corner, so he knew that the minisier was
come, and putting a little additional briskness
into his manuer, he looked out for seats for the
strangers who were’ filling the aisles, at the
same time listening for the first notes of the
organ.

The minister had cntered the vestry just «s
Jessica had finished wiping the imaginary dust
oif the Bible and hymn book, and ke drew his
chair up close to the fire, as if coming through
the fog had chill-d him. He¢ looked sad and
downcast, and hi: ".cad sank forward upon his
breast.  For a miu.te Jessica stood behind his
chair in silence, and then she stretched out her
hand, a small thin hand stii}, for her growth
had been stunted by privation, and laid it
timidl¥ upon his arm.

# Jessica,” said the minister, covering ber
small palm with his scholarly hand, “I am
socrowful-to-night, and I have great heaviness
of beart.  Tell me, my child, do you unde:-
stand what I preach about in my pulpit 7™

“* Oh, no, no' "answered Jessica, shaking he:
head deprecatingly, “only when you say God
and Jesus Christ, and heavea! I hnow what
you mean by them.”

“Do you?” said the minister, with a very
tender smile ; “and dol say them ofien, Jes-
siea?”

** Sometimes they come over and over again,”
replicd Jessica, ““and then I feel very glad, be-
caase I know what vou are preaching about.
There is always God in Four sermons, but sonse-
umes there isn'tJesus Christ and heaven.”

* And what do 1 mean by God, and Jesus '

Christ, ard heaven ™ he asked.

“1dent kaow anything but what vou've
tamght ne,” said Jessica, folding her Lrown
hards meckly over ome another, *' von've told
=t that God ic the Father of our souls, and

¢o=n from heaven to save us, and heaven is
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the home of God where we sha
love and serve him.
than that.”

It i3 enough " said the minister, lifting up
bis head with a brighter look, *“ one soul has
learnt the truth from me. God bless you, Jes-
. sica, and keep you in Lis fear and love for
evermore.”

As he spoke, the deep tones of the organ fell

. upon their ears, and the vestry door was open-
. ed by Daniel, coming for the pulpit books.
. There was an air of solemn pride upon his face.
| and he bowed lower than usual to his ministe:,
! “There's a vast crush of people to-nigl. ,
| sir,” be said ; ¢ the aisles and the galleries are
. all full, and there's a many standing at the
; door yet who will have to go away, for there's
, Do more room for them.”
+  The minister covered his face with his hands,
t and shivered with the cold no doubt: and
! Daniel and Jessica were leaving the vestry,
i when they were called back by his voice speak-
iug in busky and agitated tones.

“ Standing,” he said, “ I have something of
importance to say to you after the service this
; cvcning, 50 come back here as soon as the con-
i gregation is gone.  And, Jessica, take care to
i Sit in your own place, where I can see vou : for

- T'will preach about Jesus Christ and heaven
to-night.”

Jessica answered only by = little nod, and
left the vestry by a door which did not open
into the chapel. In a minute or two afterwards

+ she was making her way up the crowded aisles
to her usual seat at the foot of the pulpn steps,

© where with her head thronn lack, her bright
. face lifted itself up to the minister's gaze. She
{ had just time to settle herself, and glance at the
minister's children, who were looking oat for

+ her, when the last quict notes of the organ ceas-
¢d, and the vestrs door opened. The minister

. mounted the stairs slowly, and with lns head
' bent down; but as soon as he was in the pul-
pit he looked round upon the faces whose eres
were all fastened upon hum.  Many of the faces

. he kanew, and hiad scen thus upraised te him for
! scores of Sundays, and his eye passed from one
to another swiftly, but with a distinguishing

- vegard of which he hiad never been conscious
before, and their names swopt across lus me-

y mory like sudden flashes of light. There sat
- his own children, and his cye rested foodiy
: vpoun them as toey looked up to him; and he
. smiled tenderly to lumself as ls glance caught
. the flushed and ferveat face of Jessica.  The
1 sermon hie had prepared during the week was
y one of great research, aad of studied omtory,
which should hold s bearers in strained and
breathless attention: but as he bowed down
his head in silent suplication for the blessing of
God, ke sa:d to himself, « T wiil preach to this
. people from the saming of Christ,«He callieth
; his own shcep by name and leadeth them out™

Il all goif we
I'don't know any more

1

f
i
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CHATTER 11,

The frst patt af the corvice passed by as usunl,

, disturded only by the occasional restle of asilk
. dress, o7 the carcfally Lushed footsiep up the
aisles of some late comer. and the moment for

{ the prages before the sermon was come.  Every
Jesas Christ is oar clder brother. who came |

v
.

head wac beat, and a deep stillness prevasled,
which grew more and more profound as the mia-
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ister’'s voice still remained silent, as if he was
waiting until there was no stir or rustle of move-
ment to be heard throughout the congrega-
tion. There was something awful in this
solemn pause before his voice was lifted up to
God ; and as it prolonged itself, asigh, it might
have been rfrom the minister's tnwmost heart,
was heard by those nearest to the pulpit. QOne
ortwolooked up, eud saw his bead boswed down,
with the softened light of lamps falling upon
the silvery streaks of his hair, and they dropped
their faces again upon their hands, waiting.
Then there ran a thrill and a shiver through all
the congregation, and here and there a sob
which could no longer be repressed broke the
labouring silence. After that there were whis-
pers and murmurs, and faces lifted up with a
vague dread upon them ; and still the minister
did not raise bis face from the crimson cushion
that his voice might allay the growing agita-
tion. His children were looking up at last;
aud Jessica. had risen from ber knees, and was
gazing up with eager exyes to his drooping head
There was a stic now, and the spell of sileace
was broken; while Jessica, forgetful of every-
thing but her deep love for him, ran swiftly up
the steps, and touched him timidly with her
hand. The minister neither spoke nor moved.

The great congregation was ia a tumull in-
stantly, standing up, and talking, and crying
out with bysterical sobs, and pushing out of
their pews, and thronging towards the pulpit.
In a few minutes the minister was carried down
into the vestry, and the crowd gathered about
the doors of it.  Some of the chicf men belong-
ing to the chapel urged the congregation to
dispersc and rcturn to their homes; but they
were oo much cxcited to leave before it was
known what had befallen the minister.  Jessica
pushed ber way—being small and nimble, and
used to crowds—to the very door of the vestry,
swhere Danicl stood to guard it from being in-
vaded by too many stmangers: and she waited
there beside him until the door was opened by
a handbreadth, and a phrsician whispered from
within, *“ It is not death, buta stroke.”

More quickly than the words could be carried
from lip to lip among the crowd, Jessica glided
through the midst to the pew where the minis-
ter’s children were kaeeling with their arms
about one another, sobbing out inarticalate
pravers to God. She stood for a moment be-
side them, scarcely knowing what to Say, and
then she feil dow:n on her kaces by Wiany, and
pot her lips closc to ker ear.

“ Miss Winny,” she szid, with a trembling
voice, the doctor says it's nothiag but a
stroke. He is'nt taken with death, Miss Jane ©
it's only a stroke.” .

The children strrted up eagerls, and caught
Jessica's hands, clingiag to her as some one
older and wiscr than themselves. They had
bad no bitter taste of life’s troubles before this,
for their wother had been taken from them
hefore they were old enough to understand their
loss, and their lives had been tenderly smootked
and cared for. That Jessica should bring
them some intellige. ¢c and consolation in their
sadden panic of dread, invested her witha kind
of superiorily . so now they looked to ker as
oae who could Lielp and counsel them.

“What is a stroke, Jessica?” asked Jane,
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}ooking imploringly towards her with her white
ace.

“1 don't hardly knot," answered Jessica, ¢ I
know what strokes used to be when I lived with
mozher; but thiz is different, Miss Jaue; thus
i"(;’"{'c comes from God, and it cannot be very

ad.

The childten were all three of them silent
after Jessica had spoken : but each one of thew
was gathering comfort and strength from her
werds. It was a stroke which had come from
God, and therefore it could not be very bad,
No one had seen it fall; no one had known
that the Father's hand was lifted up to strike,
and it had come down softly and gently, only
hushing the voice, and shucting up the gateways
of the senses. Now that it was known, the
chapel was gradually emptying as the congrega-
tion went away, and Jane and Winny, fecling
calined and strengthened, were ready to listen
to their nurse, who was now anxious to take
them heme. -

‘¢ Let Jessica come home with vs, nurse,” said
Wiany, who still held Jessica’s hand between
both her own. The nurse consented willingly,
and in a few minutes they were walking lorae-
wards, one on cach side of Jessica. They feit
strangely bewildered still; but Jessica was like
a guide 1o them leading them through the fog
and over the slimy crossings with familiar cox-
fidence, until they reached the door of the minis-
ter's house, when she hung back shily, as if not
meaning to go in with them.

* You mustn’t leave us yet,” cried Wiany,

ix.npctu‘ous!y. “Papa is not come homc, and
I'm a little bit afraid.  Aren't you afraid, Jessi-
ca?”

“ No,” answered Jessica, cheerfully. “ [t
can’t be anything dreadful bad.”

‘ You must come in and stay with us,” said
Jaue, the calm sedateness of her mauner = little
shaken by her fears.  “Nurse, we will take
Jessica into papa’'s study tili he comes home.”

The three children went quictly upstairs to
the study, and sat down by the fire, which was
hurning brightly. as if waiting to welcome the
minister's return after the labours of the dar.
The minister had gathered about him mans
books, so that every part of the large room was
filled with them.  On the table lay thoese which
he had been studying during the week whilebe
was prepaning his claborate sermoa, which was
to have astonished 2nd clectrified even his ac-
customed hearers; and upon the desk there
were scattered about the slips of paper upoa
which he hagd jortcd down some of the profound
thoughts, which oaly a few of his people could
compreiend.  But upon the chimney picer, at
the end where his casy-chair was placed, aad
close 1o his band, lay a small pocket Bible, so
worn with much reading that there was nobool
in his study like it. The troubled children sit-
ting on the hearth knew nothing of the | rofogrd
and scholarly volumes on the tablc; bat they
were familiar with the little Rible, and Winrs,
taking it in her band, Lifted it to her lips asd
kissed it foadly.

“ Papa always used to read and talk tous oz
a Sunday night after we had come home,” sbe
said, sorrowfully, spraking already asif the ¢zs:
tom was onc long past, which could never ™
resumed.
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# Does a stroke last long, Jessica 7" inquired
Jane, with a look of deep anxiety.

i )'m notsure,” answered Jessica. ¢ Mother’s
strokes were sherp, and soon over, but the smart
lasted a long while. May be the stroke is
over now, but perhaps the smart will last a
little while. God knows.”

© Yes,” said Jane, the tears standing in her
eyes, “and God knows what is best for papa
and us. We've known that a long, long time,
but now we must believe it with our hearts.”

“ Believing is a deal barder than knowing,”
remarked Winny, with a look wonderfully like
her father’s; and the threc children were silent
again, their minds full of thonght, while they
listened for the minister’s return to his home.

CHAPTER Iil.

Trey were heavy steps which the three listen-
ing children heard at last in the hall below, and
upon the staircase the sounds of carrying a help-
less burden up the stairs, and Jane and Winny
pressed closer to Jessica, who looked from one
to the other with an air of tender encourage-
ment. As the sounds drew nearer, they crept
by one impulse to tlre door, and opening it o lit-
tle way, they saw their father's face as he was
carried past them, pale, but peaceful, with the
evelids closed as if he were in a decp sleep.
Jessica’s quick eyes detected Daniel standingin
the darkness at the end-of the passage, and as
soon as the sad procession had passed into the
minister’s chamber, and the door was shut, she
darted out, and led him ecgeriy to the study.

& QOh, Standing 7" cried Jane and Winny in
one breath, ¢ tell us everything about papa.”

# Come, come, you ncedn't be frightencd, my
little ladies,” answered Daniel, soothingly.
+ Pleasc God, your papa will be all right again
ina week or two. The doctors say he's been
studying too much to make his grand sermons,
and he hiasn't given his bmain restenough. But
he'll come all right again by-and-by, or I don't
know whatever will become of the chapel.”

% He won't die 7" murmured Jane, with quiver-
ing lips.

& Dict—oh no !* said Danicl. *Why, my
dears, you're all of a tremble. It would be the
best for you to go to bed, for you can't do any
good sitting up.”

“Standing,” said Winny, # I wish you'd let
Jessica stay all nightwith us.  She could sleep
with narse ; and our room is inside nurse's, and
if we leave the door open we could talk to onc
another.”

 She may stay, and welcome, it nurse likes,
Miss Winng,” aunswered Daniel; and as the
nurse was anxious for her children to feel their
mw sorrow as lightly as possible, she was glad
0 grant their request.

So after a while it happened that Daniel was
wending his way alone, through the fog and the
damp of the strects, towards the little house in
8 quict and respectable sort of court, where for
the Iast three years he had dwelt with his
adopicd child. His mind had been fully occu-
pied with ths strange events of the night, and
the pamalysis of his stricken masiér; but now
that he was alone, and his thoughts were free
to return tohis own affairs, they suddenly recall-
cd to him the minister’s last words o himself.
What conld it be of importance that he had to
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say to him when the evening service was finish-
ed? Hisbrain had been busy with guesses, in
spite of his conscience, during the singing of
the bymns, and even during the first prayer,
when he stood at the chapel door to arrest the
entrance of any late comer unt:l it should be
ended. Something of importance, and now the
minister could not reveal it to him! He knew
that at a private committee meeting, during the
past week, a plan had been proposed for erect-
ing a small residence close to the new chapel
and schoolrootr 1, where the chapel-keeper might
dwell; and it had been suggested that hissalary
should be raised to such a sum as wauld free
him from the necessity of seeking .y other
cmployment. In fact, the care of the chapel
would be work cnough, for it was to be very
large and magnificent; and already his duties
filled up four clear days of the week. Could it
be te speak about this the minister had desired
him to come into his vestry immediately after
the congregation had departed? But it was not
so much the minister's business as that of the
chief men belonging to the church. Could
it be anything about Jessica? It did not
seem very likely; yet the minister was very
partial to Jessica, and always secemed pleased to
see her about the vestry and be talking to
her very kindly when Daniel went to fetch
the pulpit books. It wasa bard thing to pacify
his awakened curiosity, and he supposed nobody
could satisfy it but the minister bimself. How
long was the stroke likely to last?

Daniel was asking himself thisquestion, which
neither he nor any one elsc could answer, just as
he reached the door of his dwelling. There was
a dim light from o lamp at the entrance of the
court, and there was the red gleam of his own fire
shining upon the white window-blind within, so
thathe could distinguish pretty plainly the figure
of a person, which looked more like a heap of rags,
crouching upon his door-sill. A tattered coat
was tied round the neck by the sleeves, and an
old brimless hat wag drawn over the back of the
head ; but the tangled hair, which huag in rag-
ged locks over the face, was too long for aman’s §
and a5 he stooped down to look more closely, it
was certainly a woman's face which was turned
towards bim.

# Come, come,” he said, *you've no business
here, you know; so you'd better get up and go
home. You don’t belong to this place, and
you've made a mistake coming here. This is
wy house.”

He had his key in his hand, ready to let him-
self in, where the comfortable fire was waiting
for him ; but he could not open the door until
the miserable creature had moved, and, thongh
she raised berself a littic, she did not get up on
her feet.

1 don't belong to any place,” she answered,
sullenly, yet f-recly, © and [ haven't made any
mistake in coming here.  Youre Daniel Stand-
ing, and I'm Jessica’s mother.”

Daniel recled for an instant as if he had been
struck by avery heavy blow. He had longago
ceased to trouble himself about Jessica’s mother,
or to dread her re-appeasance ; and the minister
had assured him thay, if she should ever return
to claim her daughter, he would use all his in-
fluence to protect Jessica from her, as being an
unfit persen to have the training of a cbild.
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The woman was starding up now, but leaning
her back against his door, snapping her fingers
at him, and with her face stretched out with a

glaro of angry defiance in her bright eyes, which |

sparkled through the gloom.

s1've nearly had the door down,”she said,
with a hoarse laugh, ¢ till all your neighbours
came out to see what was the matter : but I
scared them in again. The police himselfturn-
ed tail hike & poor pultroon.” And she laughed
agein so loud, that the quiet court seemed to

nng with the sound, nond a dnor or two was cau- |

nously opened, and Daniel saw his neighbours
peeping out, all of them decent people, who held
him in high respect as the chapel keeper of so
fashionahle a chapel. %I want my daughter,”
she cricd, in high, shrill notes, “ my Jessica,
my daughter. Where is she, you scoundrel?”

¢ Come, now, then.” answered Daniel, em- ;

boldened by the advance of two or three of the
men, who came up to form a flank of defence or
assistance, ‘‘ this behaviour won't do.  Jessica
ain’t here; 50 you'd better take yourself off. [
wouldn't give her up to you if she was here;
but she isn't here, and there’'s an end of it.”
The womnn seated herself once more upon the

zill, and leaned her head against the door-post. |
- If you go in, I go in," she said, doggedly;

t“and if 1 stay out, you slay out.
Jessica.”

It was an embarrassing position for Daniel.
He did notlike to resort to force in order to en-
ier his house for several reasons. First, and
chicfly, he was now too sincere a Christian to
choose any violent or ungentle measures; but,
besides this, the person before him was a woman,

I want my

and the mother of Jessica; and he was himself

in & softened mood, from the excitement and

sorrow of the evening. 1lle stretched out his

arm, and fitted the key into the jock ; but be-

jore he turned it, he looked as closely as he

could through the gioom into the woman's face.
¢ You're not druuk. are you 77 he said.

¢ Neither sup nor drop has passed my lips
to-day,” she answered, with a groan of suffering.

“Well, welll—come in,” said Danicl, “ and
vou too, Mr. Brookes, if you please. I'm not
myseif at all to night; and it'ud hearten me to
have some body to back me. Come in.”

He opcned the door into a comfortable and
nestroom, wherceverything was arranged with
scrupulous order ; for he was an orderiy man
by pature, and Jessica had already the thrifty
habits of & housckeeper. The fire had been
well raked over with small cosls before he and
Jessica started for chapel, and now it wass
bank of glowing embers.  The woman tottered
across to the hearth, and flang herself into Da-
nicls arm-chair. They could sce now how wan
and hollow her face was, with the checks fallen
1n, 20d the burning eycs sunk deep into the head.
while, 35 she stretched out her thin and yellow
hands over the fire the red gleam shone thraugh
them  The poor tatters she wore were limp and
dank with fog, and the slippers into which ber
naked feet were thrust were worn out at the
toes, so as to give free inlet to the mud of the
pavemeni. Daniel regarded her in sileace for
a minute or two, and then he passed on intoa
small Kitchen at the back, and returned quickly
svith some bread and cheese and some coffec,
which he warmed up in alittle saucepan.  She
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drank the coffee eagerly, but she couldnot swal-
i low more that s mouthful or two of the bread.
 _‘“And tbis is Jessica’s home,” she said, when
. she was revived a Jittle; “and a very comfor-
' table home too. Eh! but I'm a lucky mother,

and she’s a tucky girl.  Will she be in to-night,

Mr Standing?”

*¢ No,” answered Daniel, shortly.

I “Well, I can make myself comfortable,” she

seid, with & laugl which made Daniel shiver.
l 1 dare say her bed is softer tns: any I've
slept on of Jate. Last night T slept under a
z scaffolding on some shavings. Don’t put your-
self out about me; I can make myself comfor-
! table.”

‘ But you cannot stay here all night,” replied
Dariel, decisively.

} ¢“ And why not?” she rejoined. “1I suppose
. I'm as good as my daughter. Ah, she’ll never
, be the woman I've been. 1 rode in my carriage
once, man, I can tell yon. And what should
i hinder me staying a night, or a week, or a month
; in your paltry little house? No, no! you'll
, oot see my back to-night, I promise you.”
(. “1 wouldn't give you a night's lodging for
. five shilings,” said Danicl, hastily.

“I'm not going to give you five farthings for
it,"" said the woman, scttliag herselfin his arm-
chair with an air of impudent defiance. “ Jes-
sica’s home is oy home. If you turn me out,
: out she goes with me.” )

Danicl drew his neighbour aside into the
kitchen, where he consulted with bim in whis-
pers, while he kept his eye upon his “terrible
. visitor through the open door.

“What am I to do with her?" he asked. *1
wouldn't have her stop bere for anything.  Jes-
sica is staying all night with the minister’s chil-
dren, but she'll come back to-morrow. What.
ever am | to do?”

¢ Give ber some money to go away,” answer-
ed Brookes; and after a little heavy-hearted
hesitation, Daniel resolved to act upon his ad-
vice. Hc returncd into his comforiable little
parlour, so comfortable and pleasant; and ke
addressed  his visitor with a determined and
resolute aspect.

# Now,” he said, #if you won't go away peace-
+ able, I'll send for a policeman, as sure as I'm
the chapelkeeper of St. John's Chapel. Idont
want to be violent with you, for I'm a Christian
man, but I don't know that a Christian manis
bound to give you » lodging in his own house.
+ I should rather think he wasn’t. But if you
, will go away quict, here is a shilling to pay for
{ 8 bed and breakfast clsewhere. That'salll can
t

—— s - e

do or say. It's that, or the police.”
The woman deliberated for a few minutes.
. looking hard into Danicl’s face ; but there was
no sign of irrcsolution ot relenting upon his
grave features; and at last she raised bersclf
stowly and wearicdly from the chair, and dmg-
. ged her slip-shod feet across the floor towards
} him. She ook the shilling sulienls from his
hand, and without a word, passed, out inte the
" cold and damp of the streets, while Daniel
watched herunstendy steps down the conrt with
a fecling of relicf.

But when Brookes was gone, and the doot
was locked for tie night, and the agreeable
. warmth of the gleedy fire wrapped round him,
. he could not keep his thoughts from wonderiog
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where the wretclied womanhad found a shelter.
His mind also looked onwards with misgiving
1o the future which lay immediately befure him
and Jessica; and again he lamented on his own
account that hLe could not go for counsel to
Jessica’s uther friend, the minister who Liad been
stiicken into silenco and unconsciousness, even
concerning interests still nearer and dearer to
his heart.

CHAPTER IV,

Early the next morning Daniel went to the
minister's house, half hoping thatlie should Lear
that the malady of the night befure had been
only & temporary insensibility, from which he
bad recovered. 1t the minister lay in the
same state of unconsciousness, and shewed no
siga of returning life. Thenurse told him that
a ragged and miserable wouman, who called ber-
sclf Jessica's mother, had seen Lim during the
Sunday afternoon, and held a long conversation
with him, after which he had ordered sume fuod
to be given her in the kitchen. This, then, no
doubt was the subject upon which the mimster
wished te speak to Daniel; and the latter felt
more than ever lost in doubt as to what he
ought to do, as it was now impossible to hear
the advice which his master bad intended to
give to him.

He xwalked thoughtfully towards the chapel,
with Jessica beside him, scarcely knowing how
to break the news to her. She was a little sad
and less talkative than usual, and her small
hand was thrust lovingly into hisown, as ifshe
fcit that it was needful to assure herself that it
could return her warmgrasp. When they open-
ed the vestry-uoor, and going in, saw all the
confusion which bore testimony of the last
night's calamity, Daniel drew the child closer
to him with his arin, and bending down stiffly,
Lissed her up-lifted face.

“ He isn't going to dic,” said Jessica, with a
trembling voice; “heis only resting himself,
the doctor says, and then he will know us again,
and speak to us ail.”

“+To think {" ¢ried Dan;el, in a mournful amaze-
rocnt, * that he should have spoken thousands
and thousands of words,ay! millions! and [
scarce gave an ear to them; and now I'd al-
most offer & golden guinea for every word he
could speak to me! Ay !Jessica, so that he
gpoko pretty short and simple, 1'd give a guinea
a word if he could tell me what [ ought to do.”

* Do you want him to say something particu-
lar I” asked Jessica.

“Ay ! very particular,” apswered Daniel.

“ Couldn t you ask God?" suggested Jessica.

“Well,” he answered, doubtfully, “of course
I could, but then there's no dircct answer,
which I couldn’t mistake. Uanless do like my
foor mother, who used to open her Bible, and
tako the first words she set eycs on for answer,
and very queer aaswers they were sometimes.
Im not good cnough set to expect a very clear
apswer 10 my prayers. ”

Jessica made no answer, for Danicl’s mode of
ressoning was a Littlo obscare to her, but she
st to work to put the scattered chairs in order,
while Danicl looked on with loving but troubled
cFes.

“Jessica, ' he said, « the trouble I'd like to

y otherwise, Le would not oppose her.
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talk tu Lim abuut, is that your uother's come
back again.”

She started, and looked at Lim with great,
wide-open eyes of amazement and terror, while
her face quivered, and she twitched her small
shoulders a little, as if already shrinking from
a blow. But the cxpression of pain and fear
passed away yuickly, and though her face was
pale, a smile came upon it.

* Doesn't God know that mother's come
back?” she askead.

There was no need for Daniel to answer her
question : but he turned it over and uver again
in Lis own mind, with something sery mauch
like dJoubt. It seemed as if it would have been
so much better, especially at this ¢1i> , ror Jes-
sica's mother to remain absent, thatit was as
if Gud had given up Lie particular providence
over the affairs of insignificant people like him-
self and Jessica. It would be nou wonder if
amid all the affuirs of the hosts of angels, and
the myriads of worlds of which Le had avague
idea, that Goud should over-lovk a little matter
like the tramping to aod fro of a drunken wo-
man. It was a saddening thought, but Da-
niel was in the mood to cherish it.

“*Do you knuw where mother is?" asked
Jessica.

“No, dear,” answered Daniely “I gave ber
a shilling last night to pay for her lodging
and breakfast. She told mc she'd had nothing
to eat or drink all day ; bat the nurse said she'd
been to see the mimister yesterday afternoon,
and had a good meal. She's sure to come
again.”

Ay, she's sure to come again,’
sica.

“ And so,” continued Daniel, “ nurse and me
have agreed sou'd better stay with the young
lad’es for a bit, out of the way like, till [ can
sce how [ can sctile with your mother. You'd~
be glad to stay with Miss Janc and Winry,
Jessica 77

“Yes,” she answered, her face quiveriog
again as if she could scarcely keep herself
from crying; “but I'd like to sec my mother.”

“Sce your mother!” repeated Daniel, with
unfeigned astonishment, “ whatever for, Jes-
sica ?”

**She’s my mother,” replied Jessica, “and
the Lord Jesus Christ had o mother. Oh! I'd
like to see her again, and tell ber all about
God, and Jesus Christ, and licaven. Perbaps
she'd become a good woman!”

She could control hersclf no longer, and
throwing herself on her knces before the minis-
ter’s chair, she hid her face in her hands, and
Daniel heard that amid her sobs she was mur-
muring some prayer to God for her mother.
This was & new perplexity, that Jessica should
wish to see her crucl and bard-hearted mother,
but there was something in it which he could
neither blame nor gainsay. He would rather
have kept Jessica in safety at the minister's
hoase, than have her cxposed to the frecguent
and violent visits of the drunken woman to his
own littic dwelling. but if Jessica decided
His house
did not seem the same place without her pre-
sence in it.

# Choose for veursel; deary,” he said very
gently,, ¢ come home with me, and run the

echoed Jes-
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the chance of your mother coming again soon;
or go buck to Miss Jane and Winny, who are
so ford of you, and where everything is fiae
and you'll be iu such good company. Choose
for yourselt.”

“ 11l go home with you,” said Jessica, get-
ting up from her knees with a cheerful smile.

‘] couldu't think this morning who'd sweep
the kitchen, and get the breakfust. I'd rather
go home with you, if you please.”

It was impossible for Daniel not to be gra-
tified at Jessica's cboice, however troubled he
wight be with the idean of her mothers distur-
bance of their peace; for home was not home
without ber. They kept very near to one
another all day at their work, und it wus late
at pight before they returned home, where
they found no one sitting upon the duor-step,
as Duuiel timorously expected. But their
neighbour Brookes informed them that Jessica's
mother had been sobbing and crying before the
closed door during a great part of the evening.

Lo be conlinued.

XELLIE'S FIRST PRAYER.

Little Nelly Gray lived in the north of Eng-
land, in one of those busy cities full of great
factories, where they make the neat cotton
stuffs which are worn ail over the worid. Nel-
lie's earliest memory waus of being carried in
her father’s arms, and secing the huge black
houses with their rows of gaslit windows, ris-
ing, as it scemcd, almost to the star-sprinkled
sky.

Nellie's mother had lived at a country fam
until she married, and so she had pleasant
things to tell her little girl ubout sweet blos-
somy lanes and breezy hills, and Nellic bad pic-
tures of them in her mind, though she had seen
nothing more countrificd than little town-gar-
dens. Nellie's mother was 2 good woman, who
made the home quite a sunsbiny place ; and if
you had peeped into their little sitting-room on
any Sunday afternoon, and seen the father with
Neilie on bis knee, and the great Bible before
him, and the mother nursing the baby, and
listening whilst he read, I am sure you wsuld
have liked to make onc of the party.

Nellie's father was often at work und! too
late for his little girl to wait up for bim. Ar
these times Nellie gave her mother two Kisses,
one for herself, and onc for ¢ dear father; ” tut
she liked it best when he was at bome to take
it himsclf, though it was also & pleasure to
wake, as she sometimes did, and watich him eat
his supper, and listen while he talked to mo-
ther, and then fall asleep again, aud hear his
voice in her dreams. But one night, when she
had tbus gore to bed before his return, she was
awakencd by a dreadful noise of sbouts and
running in thestreet.  For a minute Nellie was
sadly frightened, but she- was presently com-
forted by hearing hermother'sstep.  Mrs. Gray
had been to speak to some one at the door, and
came in with the candie in her band. Nellie
thought ber face was very white, und also that
there was a strange light in the room.

“What is the matier, mother?” she asked,
creeping out of the bed into her lap.

the mothber, gently, “for God can take care of i joy, she has done the same.
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dear father; but the factory is on fire—it is its
flames which make the room so light.”

Nellie could not lie down again. Once o~
twice Mrs. Gray went to the street-door to hear
what she could from the crowd, but it was all
bad news; the fire was growing worse and
worse. Some of the workpeople were said 1o be
still in the building, and the rest were risking
their lives to get them out.

“You must go inside, Nellie,” said her mo-
ther ; ¢ you will catch cold at the door. Iwill
promise to come to you directly I hear anything
of father.”

Nellie remembered ber father had said God
could do anything ifit were his will. Every
pight and morning ber mother bad heard her
repeat the Lord's Prayer, and ask God “to
bless her dear father and wother, and little
Tom.” But Nellic had never quite felt that God
heard ber, or that it mattered whether he did
so ornot. Do not be too much shocked at the
little girl; many much older than seven years
say their prayers, but donot know how to pray.

But now, as Nellic kpelt on her little bed,
though for a minute or two her sobs choked
her words, she felt that God was not far off,
but quite near, and that he could even hear the
prayer she could not speak. And presently
she grew a little calmer, and was able to say,
# Qur Father, which art in heaven, keep dear
futher safe,” though it seemed almost hard to
go on to “thy will be done.” And then she
lay down on her bed, and cried, and prayed,
and listened, until, in utter weariness, she fell
asleep.

When she awoke it was broad day, and the
linnet in the cage by the window was chirping
merrily.  Mrs, Gray was busy about the fire,
and as Netlic saw her still pale face, she re-
membered all that had happened in the night;
and being too frightened to ask at once about
ber father, she made a little stir to catch her
moiher’s notice.

“What! you are awake, Nellie,” said Mrs.
Gray, turning to her. ‘ The terrible time is
over, and dear father has been home, and gone
out again, but he will be here presently. So
get up, and have a smiling face ready to meet
him--poor tired father!”

Nellie jumped up, and helped to spread the
breakfast, and thelinnet’s cage was lifted down
to the table that birdie might be fed, and all the
good story was told over and over again toit
and little Tom; and the onc understood it
about as much as the other, and received it
with sundry crowings and chirps, because Nel-
lie's face smiled and lier tone was merry!

And then through the open window a cheer-
ful voice shouted, *Hallo, little ones!” and
mother beld Tom to say * good morning™ to
¢ dear father,” and Ncllic secrambled up beside
her. And father came in and they all knelt
down and thanked God for sasing Lim from
the great red flames. Then they had breakfast,
and breakfast had ncver been so nice, though,

. in the confusion, the children’s milk was only

half boiled, and father forgot 10 wash his bands
before he cut the bread !
But little Nellic never forgot when she first

] ! ] i “spoke’ to God, and many and many a time
My litle girl must he quict and brave,”said | since, not only in trouble, but in comfort and

L.N.F.



