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SEPTEMBER, 1865.

OR the first time in |
8 many years, the laie
A7 meeting of the General Assem-
B! bly of the Charch of Seotland,
in Edioburgh, has commanded
the undivided attention of the
public, and has left the meet-
ings of the other large religions
denominations,which were held
about the same time, completely in the
shade. Not only were the subjects dis |
cussea of a2bsorbing interest, but the
power bronght to bear upon them, the elo-
quence of the speakers, and the force of the |
argaments—all were of the hizhest order, ,
and very creditabic to the Established
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Church. And the interest in  the debates
was not confined toed&mtl;x.ud,‘i fo;)‘ :}i;g
were arly reported for and pablis
in ihzrt%;;ﬂmtj public index, the London
Times, a compliment ot often paid to our ,
cherch courts. The proposed chanzesin .
the pablic services of the Charch, the read
ing of 2 litargy, set forms of prayer, the |
introdaction of organs, the postares of the
worshippers, and other matters, were
broaght prominently forward ; and in con-
nection with these, came up 2 matter of very
great importance to the Charch, siz, the
power of kirk sessions to deal with such
chaages, by introduction and contiausnce, .
without swthority other than their own
will, and withont interference of Presby.
teriss, s0 long zs they keep within the
limits of the law. y
It is on this sabject that we wish to say |
a few words. The powers exercised by the |
irk sessions are considerable in them-
sclves and of great imporiamee to the

congregations in the Parent Church, and
it is almost equally upfortunate when the
members of sessions are persons of no
weight or influence in the cungregation, as
1s very often the case in this country.
Kirk sessions are, of course, not immacu-
late. They have faults and fiilings as
othershave. We do not admire, for instancs,
the sysiem which long preveailed, but is now
neazly exploded, we trast, of makivz delin-
quents do penanceon a *“ cattiestool.” And,

it may be that, in many parishes, elders have

av over keen scent after evil doers, 2nd pro-
voke criticism by too narrowly watching for
the peccadillocs of their neizbbourhood—
making themselves the aastere censors of
the morals of the country side. But not

withstandingall that can beadvanced against
them, every one must admit that their rule

. hss been, on the whole, excellent.

Some ministers seem to set their faces
2gainst sessions alt. jether, and never have
meetings of these couris nnless they cannot
help 1. Such mer look opon sessions
mach in the same lizht as corrupt politi-

" cizns look on parliaments. They woald

rather do without them. They prefer the
“ onc man power ~ sysicm, and like to male
their congregations as popish priests do
ther flocks. We do not need to tell our
rczders that suck ministers are the least

. successfal Laboarers in our Charch, just

as our most saccessful ministers are these
who have a hearty davire 0 act with
their sessions, =nd who take care to have, 2s
clders, the right sort of men. The Rev. Nor-
mat N'Leod, D.D., of the Baruny parish
ia Glasgow, gave, in the coarse of the de-
bate on Innowations, an account of hLis own

Church. TWhea a minister has a session of | court of session and descons, and it wes
good clders—active intellieat men, of , most refreshing to read of the harmunions
known piety, such 2s can always be found, | working of these couris in, what e Jook
S i in scing on thie Svier, Tt 3a | rest Chasch. Tt o contonded 208 oo

waye safe In 2c.ng on theiradwice. s, TCen . s con _ and we
a bad sign of a congregation, whea it has : thin;xc correctly, lt)hzt ku;k sessicns have
po session , this is unfortunately the cese , ample powers to bring the service of the
with 2o less than onc hundred 2nd nine ' Charch more into harniony with the 23¢ we
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live in, and this without any interference
from Presbyteries, so long as they keep
themselves within the limits of their legal
powers,—and these powers are much more
extensive than most people suppose. We
look on the decisions recently come to by
the General Assembly, as hostile to the
powers of thelkirk sessions, and as havinga
tendency to throw more of the power ofthe
Church into the hands of ministers than the
constitution of the Church of Scotland
warrants. We greatly err if in the next
General Assembly those decisions will be
maintained. Qur opinion is that the feeling
of the country in preserving intact the
powers of the kirk sessions, will be unmis-
takebly shewn, and that the people will
resist, and that successfully, every attempt
to cartail, or in any way to interfere with,
the powers of what has always been one of the
most useful courts in the Church. Itis the
court in whi-h the pecple take most inter-
est and have most power, and 1t will bea
step in the wrong direction if the Church
adopts, permanently, any measures that
tread upon the liberties and rights of the
people in matters ecclesiastical. It will be
going back to the dark days of popish in-
tolerance. But we bave no such fear. It
i< not at this time of day that any party in
the Presbyterian Church can curtail the
liberty which has always been the boast of
its adkerents, 2nd all such attempts wiil be
sare to end in defeat. The following ex-
tracts are from an Edioburgh newspaper,
the Scotsman, and our object in publishing
them is, to let our readers see the interest
taken in Church matters in the old country
by the public press, and the able way in
which these subjects are handled.

1 Though petty tepics and persenal spites took
up some of the =ble and interesting debate which
bes occupied the Gerera! Assembly of tbe
Church of Scotland these two days, at least
one very great and snother very considerable
question underlaid and animated the whole. It
wss & great question whether or not the Church
of Scotland w=s to put or keep herself in such
a position as 10 cpable ber to be, in Dr. Nor-
men AMLeod’s words, ¢ he Church of = Nation,”
103t of & sect—cspable of expsading and compre-
hending, or only of remaining fixed 2nd frozen,
exclusive and repellant. It was not an incon-
siderable question whether, withic & Church
claiming to be Natioael, and having nationzl
sapport, the iiberties ieft by the Church's lews
were to be absorbed by the Presoyieries or to
remain with the people. The decision given 02
Wednesdey answers this latier question expli-
citly, the otber inferentially, and both 2nswers
sre, 10 the extent they go, unwise, and perilons

for the Church)—bad for this time, and pro-
mising worse for times to come.
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The day has been, and not very long ago,.
when a great many people who now feel an in-
terest in what the Church of Scotland i3 to be
and do, regarded that subject as not worth
much attention. Some thirty years ago, people
theoght rather more of how loag the Established
Church was likely t0 exist than how she wonld
direct her internal policy—nobody whatever
specelated upon her adapting berself to exterpal
circumstances, moving with the spirit of the age,
or suviting herself to the wants and feelings of
thenation. At that time, “the reins descended,
and the floeds came, and the winds blew, and
beat upon that honse;” and many of us thought
that the day of its fall could pot be far off. But
those who raised that great storm either blew
themselves ont, or have been hlowing at once
so very hot and so very cold tkat their efforts
are pow ieit littie more than £3 the idle wind
which few men respect. At a later dste, at
leest belf the strepgth of the Church went out
of her, and it was thought that now =at last her
end was near, Bat it kas proved otherwise—
whr, might be dificult, and how, would be need-
less, to explzin. The Church is standing yet,
and standing apperently secore, and actually
unasseiled; and no men of common sense now
doubis, or rather no man doubted till this week
that she will last at least our time. Thke fact
is one to which even thoss who least like it
tnost be content to reconcile themselves to as
= fact; and when a thing becoming or contic-
uing a fact caonot be helped, what remainsis
to meke the best of it. At 2li events, it cannot
be otker than s matter of interest to the countzy
2t lerge whether the affairs of a Church main-
tained by the corntry—wkich, whether rightly
or wrongly, is bere, and likely to remsin hers
—aremanaged with wisdom or folly, liberalityor
nerrowness. As the Nation caunot getrid of the
Church, it must be interesting to know whethar
the Chaorchisdisposed to * consider the Nation,”
as Dr. X°'Leod well expresses it—especislly 10-
consider wk=t the neton i3, rather than what
it was, and the things that are, if not that are
before, rather than the things that are behind.
Nations change, aod National Chuorches must
more or less change with them—else it i3 a
matter of odrion:r impossibility tket they can
remain nationzl. A century or two make a
great difference on s peion’s knowledge,
thonghts, tastes, and tendencics; and s Church
which, in its laws and customs, takes ro ncte
of these changes in the people for whom 2ad by
whom it exists, may or may not be #sound,”
but cannot be pational—may maiatzein = good
testimony, but is apt 2o become only = testify-
ing remnaat.  Jofellible snd unchangesbdle
Churches are aot recommended by history, and
are repudiated by the principle of Protestan-
tism, whatever may be the case =5 to practice.
The Church of Scotlund's own history iss warn-
ing. Compared with the Church of England, or
indeed with 2lmost a5 otber Chureh on earth,
ber creed has beca precise, her policy infexible,
herlawsstringent—the power of the body grest,
the freadom of individaals smali ; but, or rather
therefore, she hes been rent snd distapled over
and over sgwin, whils mcighbour Churches,
with less power and fewer #safegaards,” have
remained wotzct, 2nd bave mightily grown and
prevailed.
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Nor was it any great change of attitude or
temper that the Church of Scotland was asked
1o make. She was not asked or expected to go
in advance of the age and nation, bat only not
to go the other way. She was not asked to run
before the wind, nor even to part from her old
anchorage, but only to ride a little more easily
on the waves of public opinion. Perhaps it
may even do for her at present to declare that,
in matters of doctrine, everything was settled
for ever in the Charch of Scotland by an As-
sembly of divines, held at Westminster in the
year 1643, *for the settling of the government
and liturgy of the Church of Englagd.® Per-
haps too, it may do, though we should dounbt it,
-to tell an Assembly in the middle or end of the
19th century that matters of form were foally
settled by a similar Assembly sitting in the be-
ginniag of the 138th centary. But certainly it
was expected of ber that she should not go
backwards, devise new restrictive laws, or
adopt a rigoor beyond her existing laws. It
was, indeed, more in her spirit than in her laws
that change was at this time asked or expected
—and there chaage i3 essential. A Church of
the spirit of Dr. Pirie, Dr. Macrae, and Mr. Pro-
curator Cook cannotin these dsys be in eny
but a legal or technical sease the Chorch of
Scotland; & Church of the spirit that isin Prin-
<ipal Talloch and Dr. A‘Leod would be at least
in some barmony with the satioa whose name
it bezars, and whose confidence it mast retsin or
win.

That the attempt too successfolly made by
Dr. Pirie and brethren of the Pirieite persue-
.§lon, redaces the very slender liberties already
enjoyed within the Church, is abordantiy clear.
From Dr. Pirie's speech it might be sapposed
that somebody or another had been breaking 2
ldw, and 8 wise law too, and that Dr. Pirie ap-
peared as the personation of order, which i3
more or 1ss3inseparable from liberiy. Bat what
his ovetfare prayed was, that the Assembly
shovld *exnact, with consent of Presbyteries”
thatcartein things that Dr. Pirie does not like,
though other people do, should be readered oo-
lewfal. Whsat was simed at, therefore, was not
to enforce 2n existing 12w, bat to make an addi-
tional one—to resort to what is regardead ss of
the very esscace of injustice, an ¢z post facto
Jaw. An ostensible relaxation too in that pro-
posed new law, and which forms the sabstance
of Dr. Piri¢’s molion on Wedaesday, adopted
by the Assembly, wasin reality enaggravation.
The Assembly was asked by the overture, to
#enget,” not uniformity everywhere, but only
aniformity in Presbyleries—{or practicelly thst
will be the resclt of empowering e2ch Presby-
tesy, /3 distinguished both from congregations
and from the Supreme Goart of the Chureh, to
regelate forms and postures within its bounds.
And whet Dr. Piric's overtare proposed to do
by means of 2 new law, his motion does by s
mere voie of “the Presbytery of the boands,”
cxpressiy withoat reference to the existeace or
noa-cxistence of any law on the subject. This
is doing = foolish thing in a lawless way—not
sccomplishing uaiformity, snd yet robbing coa-
.gregations of their freedom, by setting over
2hem, not the law, bat the mare will and caprice

<*their acighbon
{fthere is to be uniformity—if the testes and

desires of congregations are not to rule in such
matters—why should provision be made only
for uniformity within each Presbytery ? What
loss harm is there in a want of uniformity be-
tween Presbyteries than between congrega-
tions? Why attempt uniformity at all if not
throughout the Church? If, on tho other
band, there is still to be choice, why take
awsy the choice from these chiefly or only in-
terested? Then the Synod, according to Dr.
Pirie’'s motion, i3 to bave power to alter the
decision of tbe Presbytery, and of course the
Assembly is ever the Synod—so that, after all
it i3 not the Presbytery thatis to decide though
still less is it the congregation. First, a thing
is practically declared to bs a matter of teste
or choice, if not of indifference; then the deci-
sion of that matter of taste is wrested from the
parties concerned, and is sent away throngh a
whole series of Courts, each deciding with the
more authority in proportion toits distsnce and
anconcarn.

The chief 2im 2nd fandamental principle of
the Piricites is the taking away of certain
powers fro the congregations to give to the
Church Courts. There was indeed little that
could be done or tried in that direction—the
freedom or power of congregations was aiready
so little that there was great difficulty in mak-
ing itless. The laity and congregations wers
formerly hard enough #ridden with a classic
bierarchy ;” but a perverse and Pirieite inge-
vaity (pardon the fsutology) has discovered
that the classic hierarchy can bz ensbled to
ride us harder yet, and on a somewkat new
principle too—ruling not by fixed laws, but by
shifting votes, not by citing an Act, bat by
calling the roll. The learned and excitebls
Procarator wes highly delighted with this pro-
ject, and manifested the greatest horror not
ounly of congregational but of “ sessionsl® in-
dependence in any matters whatever. It isodd
that he, above al! men, should have bad any
unessiness on this score—for bemust koow from
his own experieace that a session and a con-
gregation are not identical, and that the wishes
of agrest majority of 8 congregation in this
vesy atter of forms of worship can be effec-
toally cashioned by s weil-packed and one-
sided session. His own experienceand saccess
iz that matter might have contented bim with
things as they are, enabled him to repose hig
confidence in sessions, 2nd kept him from seek-
ing to dominecr over peacefal and unoffending
congregations, by also letting loose on them
thozs dogs of war with which every Presbytery
is mere or less sbondantly blessed. It will ba
casily seen that the General Assembly was &
very awkward conrt to decide upon the pro-
posals of Dr. Pirie snd the Procarator, for tak-
ing from the congregations aad giving to the
Presbyteries, secing that the Assembly is,soto
spesk, the concentrated esseace of Presby-
teries, and is sopreme over them all.  There-
fore, perbaps, it would have beencxpecting too
sanch from poor human natore, 2nd po less
poor clerical patare, to have looked to any
other result than that the Assembly shoold, as
it-did on Weduoesday, resolve to tske power to
itself and freedom from the people.

One Chorch preparing to read herself abont
a-matter of music and postares, sad othsr two
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Churches preparing to amalgamate, whilst one
holds that 10 he a homage due to the Deity
which the otber bolds to be & deadly sin against
beaven. YWhat can those things mean—why
does Dr. Pirie rage gainst Dr. Lee, and Dr.
Harper seek to embrace Dr. Buchanan,—but
that, in things eclesiastical, we Scotch are prone
to mag nify small things, sometimes to ** minify”
great things, and to be more bitier than either
sincere or consistent sbout both great things
and small? Not that the recent proceedings of
the General Assembly of the Church of Scot-
lrnd in regatd to forms of worship were unim-
pottant—they are the most important {rancac-
iions that have taken place in tbat quarter for
many years, if we may proceed on the asstmp-
tion, which we .are awsre i3 regarded as
offensive in some quarters, that s Church is
compozed of people or laity as well as ot clergy,
of congregations as well as of Church Courts.
The topics may bave been unimportant, but the
manner in wkich it was dealt with was momen-
tous—the means quite swallowed up tbe end.
That the topic was unimportant is showa by
tbe simple fact thet no man, or at least no
moticn, ventured to say, that the Church either
has -or ought now to make any law upon
the subject; and that the means of dealing
with this topic was momerntous is shown by
the fact that, in regard to it, while an ancient
liberty bas been teken away, the principle of
iaw has been set asid e, and the principle of inter-
Jerence unlimited by Jew brs bean established.
In & worg, tbere is neither liberty nor law, but
s mixture-of despotism and anarchy.

If Dr. Pirie end bis friends bad been really
thinking of “ uniformity ® and ‘ innovations,”
and not of tekingswsy liberties from the people
and conferring them upcen themselves, they
.could mever have teken the course .on which
‘they bave.entered. In trutb, the moticn adop-
ted by the Assembly gives #innovations © and
want of vaoiformity fuller acknowledgment
and freer sanction than the Assembly ever
gave them before. It is admitted, at leastprec-
tically, that no law has been broken, forno law
is to be enforced; it is admitted that po law
_ought to be made, or at least can be made,
for no new law is proposed. It is admitted
tbat diversities of form exist; snd they
are nct forbidden; it is edmitted that forther
diversities may be introdiced, and regule-
tions are made permitting, if not necessarily
facilitating, tbeir introdaoction. The fact of
diversity is thus admitted, and tbhe principle of
innovsation'tstablished—and for that thapks are
wandoubtedly due to Dr. Pitie. Bot the thanks
need not be great—for the fact of diversity was
there in-spite of him beyond =21l denial; and
while be proclaims the principle of “jnnorxa-
tion,” be tries to make its practice mach worse
tban impossible by teking away the choice and
control frcm those chiefly or only concerned.
There were {wo ways in which the Assembly
might bave dealt with the matter—10 bsave
gaid that theve must be uniformity, and. bave
made 8 law setiling what that uniformity was
10- bej or to have said--that gdivessities imay
continue and incresse, the.power of choosing
rewaining, 8s-always and-at present, with, con-
gregations— the casiest and.most practical way
of saying wkich would. simply bave been to

-—
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have neither said nor done anything at all. But
what Dr. Piriec and the Assembly bave done is
to say that there are and may be diversities
and innovations, but that the choice in such
matters shall be taken away from congrega-
tions avd given to Church Courts, It is
admiited that in such matters there are
differences of tastes and desires, and that these
differences may be gratified; but the power of
Jjudging whether any congregation’s admittedly
lawful iastes shall or shall not be gratified, is
no longer in the people of the congregation
who propose to take the postures which to them
seem most becoming, but in some other people
whose views on postures may be quite different.
Varietics of taste and opinion in the modes of
cJering praise and praye:r are allowed to be
carried into practice—but not according to the
tastes and opinions of the people wbo are to
praise and pray. Everybody is to jedge for
everybody else, but nobody is to judge for bim-
self. Why bas this principle never before been
introdaced into Church management ? or why,
ifit is to be introduced now, should it be con-
fined to this one matter of postures? There is
no law of the Church declaring that a presentee
must not bave red bair—congregations are free
either to accept such a presentee or to show a.
preference for black heir. Suppose & congre-
gation to elect or accept a presentee with red
hair, ard * the Presbytery of the bounds™ to-
forbid the secttlement on the ground that the
members of that Reverend Court had themseives
rather a fancy for black bair—tbat is ibe sort
of law which the General Assembly, led by
the light and wisdom of Dr. Piric, bas now
esteblished in regard fo postures of worship.
A congregation, say in Edinborgh, is unaminous
in favour of standing in praise and kneeling.in
prayer, and the Church bas no law to the
contcary ; but then the tasie of tbe minister of
Ratho differs from tbat of the congregation in
Edinburgh, and, if he can gets majority at a
Presbytery meeting to go along with him, it is
to be his and not the congregation's taste which
is to be the rule. Or, if tbe minister of Ratho
does not succeed in the Presbytery in making
himself & law unto his neighbour’s congregation
in matters of taste, then be goes to the Synoed,
apd brings in tbe ministers of Stobo and Tor-
phichen, and {hey decide the matter of teste for
a copgregation they never saw, end which bes
no desire to see them. Finally, failing the
Synod, the minister of Ratho may cxrry his
views on taste to the General Assembly, and
there summon to bis aid, as Dr. Pirie did last
Wednesday, the ministers of the Bigblands and
Islands; so thet in what the Church new at
leest admils 1o bea matfer of 1sste and choice,
the music and postures of an Edinburgh congre-
gation ere 10 be finally s€tiled by 1he votes and
according to the @sthictical tendencies of the
ministers of Criech ard Trumisgarry. This
plan of ircatling cerlain things as matter of
indiffezence and choice. and then giving the
choice, and the power of arbitrarily ¢oforcing
it, 10 people of different {astes fram those con-
cerned, is 83 mischievous ss it is preposterous.
But there is a decper mischicf still.  Not only
is the choice taken from those to whom it natu-
rally belongs, esnd given to those witk no
means of judging, and whom 1ke results of the
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-ochoice will not affect, but what has hitherto
been a liberty . or privilege of the laity has now
veen transferred as a new power to the clergy.
Do Mr, Pirie and his embarrassingly zealous
partisan, Procurator Coank, think that to be a
sefe achievement? 1If they do so, and are mis-
taken, the achievement will prove a serious
-amatter for them ; if they are not mistaken, it
will be still a more serious matter for the
Church. If the laity of the Church remain in-
active under this robbery of their rights, that
can only bz taken as proof that they have
ceased to have much care regarding the
Chorch's interest, or any hope regarding her
,&rowth ip strength and fitness.

Wher the question at issue was whether the
clergy in other and especially the further parts
of the country shonld, in matters of taste, rule
over congregations of which they know nothing,
itis natural to be somewhat curious as to the
votes given by the members of Assembly be-
longing to different districts. Proceeding by
Synods, the following is a rough analysis of
the division on Professor Pirie’s motion entirely
apainst, and Professor Stevenson's motion
paruy for, nopalar or congregational freedom
in form cf worship :—

Prof. Pirie's Y’rof. Stevenson’s

Synod otion. Motion.
Perth and Stirling - 10 15
Ffe. . . . bxd n
Angus and Mearns, . S 17

* Adberdeen, . . 16 17
Moray, - - . 13 0
Ross, - . . 6 2
Glcnc]§,. . s 8 3
Sutheriand end Caithness, 2 4

. Orkper, . . . 2 8
Shetland. . . pd 3
Lothian v.0d Tweeddale, 20 1%
-Merse ang Teviotdsle, 5 10
Damfries, . . . 12 9
gi‘al;? CniAsr | 2 I~

X0 BN - prsis
Argyle, . yr . 13 6

It thuos appears that seven Synods were for
freedom, and nine against it. A ‘ong the nine
Synods desiring the power to mas. *heir own
tastes and fancies the role for their distant and
considerably different brethren, ere all the Ga-
elic Synods, three in number—viz,, Ross, Glen-
elg, and Argyle. Since the reverend moun-
taineers of those regions ‘have thas taken to
themselves the power of -deeiding how and
when congregations in -Edinbargh and Glas-
gow shall kpeel, stand, and sit, what good rea-
gon.is there that some time hence they should
not also decree to us the edoption of their lan-
guage as well as their attitudes, and give di-
rections that, for the sake of ¢ uniformity™ and
for other equally good ressons, we shall be
preached toin the Gaelic ? Some amounat of cor-
Toboration is given to this surmise as to alte-
Tior designs by the fact that, in the Syood of
Sciberland and Caithness, which is half Gae-
lic ard half English, ’)l Celtic Sotherland vo-
ted for power and all Lowlavd Caithuess for
liberty. Then come those Synods, in the north-
east and extreme south-west, which hold the
most conspicuously bad cminence in the re-

tarns of illegitimacy-Moray, Dumfries and Gal- }

loway. The latest returns showed the propor-
tion of illegitimate childrea in those regions,
taken in slump, at sbout 17 per cent.,; or more
thea 1 in 6, while the proportion in Scotland
at large isonly 1 in10, andin the Lothians and
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Lanark, which these northerns especially un-
dertake to supervise, it is considerably below
the national average. Moray is splendidly
pre-eminent in both departments—that is, in
moral neglect of herself, and zeal regarding
the tastes of others ; the proportion of illegiti-
mate children born in Moray is pretty nearly
20 per cent., or 1 in 5, and the Synod of Moray,
it will be observed, voted unanimously that
they were the men to look after ihe attitudes
which people in Edinburgh and Glasgow as-
sume when they worsbip.
¢ Ob, yo wha aro sac¢ guid yoursels,
Szae pious and sae holy,

Yeo'eve nocht to do but mark and tell
Yer necbor’s fauts and folly."

| There would be something odd in the wor-
| thy minister of Birnie or of Ardelach settin

1 himself up as the aréuter elegantiarum of Edin-
| burgh, even bad the reverend gentleman noth-
| ing particular to do at home; but the proce-
| dure seems a2 good deal worse than odd when,

—

{ in the Regisirar General's Return, it is seen of
| all men that there is a vastly greater want of
{ common cleanliness in the north than of cor-
| rect taste in the south.

Perhaps Professor Pi-
rie's < Aberdeen-awa” mind was running on
these things when be charged Edinburgh peo-
ple with showing a tendency 0 * sensuality”
in their modes of worship. Further north still
or rather at the furthest north, the voting, it
must be admitted, was better—ihe Synods of
Crkney and Shetland giving majorities for
freedom. This seeming liberality, however, is,
but too easily accounted for—tbe members of
those Synods bave long ago assumed those pos-
tures in worship which nearly a half of them
would forbid the use of to other people.

The voting of a special class of members in
the Assembly was wonderfully bad—but by
pext year will be mended. A large propor-.
tion of the elders for burghs voted for illibera-
lity and retrogression. Is it the wish of the
communities or Town Councils of Edioburgh,
Glasgow, Perth, Gapar, the Fife Coast Borghs,
Montrose, North Berwick, Dunbar, Selkirk,and
Inverary, thattheir representatives should vote
for taking away liberty from the people and
congregations, and giving power to the clergy
and Presbyteries? The matter of electing
burgh eldershes got into a most unsatisfactory
condition. Many burghs will not clect at all,
and the others iake no care as to the sort of
men they chopse. There may be fair reasons
for declining to.make any electiop. but there
can bz noexcuse for making bau or foolish
elections. If burghs return representatives to
the Aszembly gt all, they ought to return men
who in some degree reflect the feciings of the
community, not men ready tosacrifice the pob-
lic intefests at the bidding of the reactionsrs
section of the clergy. The privilege the burghs
Bate of roturning lay members to the Assem-
bly arises aut of the theory that the Ghurch
EBstablishment is & Nastional Church; those

! burghs which return elders thereby recognise

that theory; and it is the bosiness of such
burghs to retura reprosentatives who will do
bonour to them and service to the Church, if
rot by promotingfreedom and progress, atleast
by, resisting that policy which secks to render
her-iess apd less national, and more and more
sacerdotal.
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s> ARIOUS plans have | has been adopted, and information has been
X been devised for pro- | diffused by means of monthly Missionary
moting the cause of , mectings or otherwise. In congregational
Missions.  Their ad- | collections, on the other hand, we find, as
vantages in reacting upon the |2 general rule, that the very reverse of all
: : inuer life of a Church, and | this is the case. When the time appointed
&Y. f133  the congregatione composing | for the regular collection of the Scheme of
% it, have been frequently set | the Church comes round, the object is an-
: furth. No on., for many l nounced, but the members of the congre-
years at least, will be.found tc oppose, 1n | gation having no_intellizent feeling with
principle, their establishment, however de- | regard to th_ particular object for which
ficient may be the practice. In our own | money is asked listlessly hear read the
.Church there exists considerable diversity l circular which announces the appointment ;
of opinion as to whether we should have | it makes no impression on the mind, and
separate and independent Missions, or | they probably, unless they may happen te
should contribate to those already estab- , be accidentally reminded of it, come to
lished and kept in operation by the Church | church next Sabbath with the usual dole.
of Scodand. Into this question we do not | Where congregations send large sums, a
at the present moment intend to enter. | very different course is adopted; and that
Whichever view may be adopted, it is | this is so is plain, from the fact that many
clear that, as far af least as we can ascertain, I of the congregations which contribute most
a very small amount is annually contributed | &e not those possessing great wealth. We
for Koreign Missions by the adherents of | do not here speak so much of city charges
our Church. Tt is true that the subject | whose contributions are generally compara-
has not been brought prominently before | tively larger than those from the country
the congregations; but even if it were, the | It would be unfair to compare town against
paltry sum doled out to the French Mis | country in this respect; although even
sion, so ably advocated for years, does not | in this light, with some very striking
afford much ground for hope that any great I exceptions, the comparison might not be
resnlt would follow. .The Report of the ' so unfavourable, using the term only
Sabbath School Committee, however, shews | as in reference to the amount raised, as
that in one department of the Church con- | people are generally inclined to believe.
siderable activity in Mission work hasbeen ; But we would ask the members of one con-
displayed. The children, out of their cop- | gregation to compare country charges with
pers and pence, are at this moment doing , each other, sce what one is doing as com-
more for the spread of the Gospel abroad, l pared with another, ascertain as far es pos-
than ail our other members. The striking | sible the circumstances of each contributing

>
evidence this fuct affords of how much can | congregation, and refect on the reason why
some, weak in numbers, and pot rich in

be done by united and methodical giving,

should not be lost upon us. A considerable | worldly possessions, are able to do so much
namber of the schools support an orphan , more to extend operations in their own
in Yndia,—some of them more than onec. ; neighbourhood, and, at the same time, con-
Some countribute to other schemes. Qnae”) tribute liberally to every Scheme of the
distributes ahove two thousand tracts, and | Charch. Such an enquiry might lead to
several have collected money enough to fur- | the personal question, © What am Idoing ?”
nish themselves with good libraries. The | i3at, again, to the fecling of desire to have
lesson these results teaches, rightly applied, , the imputation of niggardliness removed
may be of incalcalable benefit 1n our futare ’ from the congregation to which the enquirer
operations. In most cases—in fact gene- | belongs. The example set by the children,
rally—the money raised is crllected weekly. ; the proof placed before us of the ““power of
Sometimes a box is placed in some conve- | littles,” cats the ground from wnder the feet
nient place, into which each scholar may , of those who refuse to do anything becaunse
drop his or her contribution. Sometimes  they canpot do much. A plain and prac-
cach class places the amount in the hands | tical method of contributing might help to
of the teacher, the sum received being | put us in a right way of doing things.
handed over to a treasurer, who is able at | There are certain Schemes recommended
any time to teli how much is at the credit | by the Synod. Oueof these, let ussappose,
of each class. In every instance, however, | is looked upon by one man more favourably
in which a Sabbath School has given libe- | than the others, and he desires to see that
rally, a regular system of one kind orother ' object well supported. ILiet our supposed
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contributor make up his mind that he has |
a dertain amount which he is able to affurd |
for the suppurt of the Gospel, over and
above what he gives for local purposes.
When the time comes round for the collec-
tions, let him give what proportion he be-
lieves the importance of this Scheme de-
mands at his hand, dividing the balance
among the other objects as he thinks best.
There would thus be avoided the feeling |
that a larger sum is wanted for religious
purposes than we can afford, and, what
sometimes happens, the refusal to give any-
thing because the sum subscribed maylouk |
paltry when put alongside of that given by
another. And we bave used the word
subscribed here advisedly, fur our experi-
ence of the working of the whole systemn
proves beyond a doubt thut more interest
is awakened, greater exertions are made,
higher results are obtained by the cullec-
tions being taken up threughout the week,
and by conversation with the givers, than
in any other way. In analysing the items
of the subscription roll of a country con-
gregation, in which the success of this
plan has been very marked, it is found that
the greater part of the amount is derived
from quarter dollars and half dollars, a few
give a dollar, and still fewer bisher sums.
No congregation will ever prosper, the
members of which lean upun one or two
rich individuals among them. No man
cares for that which costs him nothing. a
little sacrifice, a little labour, alittle anxiety,
and alittlemoney given, bind and strengthen
tke feeling of attachment to anything which
we possess. (Office-bearers must learn, too,
the feeling of giving is not born but made;
like the body it is strengthened by esercise,
and there are pot a few instances of results |
having been obtained by a system of train.,
ing, the announcement of which, at the be-
guning of tle undertaking, would have
been looked npon as the dreams of 2 crary
enthusiast. And the lesson of what has
been done, and is doing, by the Sabbath
Scholars, issufficient encvuragement to those
who choose to try what cat. be done for the |
Gospel by congregations not possessed of |
great means. |
Bat if there are some things in the Sab- |
bath School Report to give us encourage-
ment, there are others to cause us deep
pain. Forty ministers have refused to
cumply with the instractions of the Synod,
bave made no retarn of the schools ander
their charge, bave not, indeed, answered
whkether they have any schools or not. It
is this want of interest, this disregard of -
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the injunctions of the highest court of the
Church which causes us the deepest pain.
How can we expect congregatious to do
their duty, if those who ought to lead
them refuse to do theirs. We speak in all
faithfulness on this subject, since it is un-
doubted that where one part of Christian
duty is neglected, all the others suffer. Ex-
cuses are made that there are so many calls
that they cannot all be attended to; but
we venture to say that the congregations
which contribute most largely to any one
thing will be found to contribute :imost
without exception in a truly liberal manwer
to all, and at the same time to be extending
their labours into the surrounding neigh-
bourhood by opening new mission stations

, and Sabbath Schools, thus gathering in the

destitute. Those who give little, do little.
The same indifference which prevents then.
from putting their hands in their pockets,
hinders them from making any exertion
involving trouble.

The increase on the number of sehools,
scholars, and teachers is very marked, there
being by a probable estimate about eleven
thousand scholars and teachers connected
with our Church. Mauch has been done,
but still more remains to be accomplished.
The work of Sabbath Schools must be kept
before the people.  Its importance cannot
be overestimated. We do not require now
to bring forward any arguments to that
effect.  The desirability of having a gen-
eral system of lessons in all our schools has
long been felt. There are many very im-
portant ends to be served by this aniform.
ity.  There is a feeling of oneness among
our members, by which those removing
from ome part of the country to another,
find that their children are still carried on
without break in the same course they have

, been pursuing before.  Teachers going on
; business or travelling for pleasure through

different parts of the Province, may go in
to onc of cur Sabbath Schools prepared
without embarrassment to sharc in the les-

: sons of the day. A singular proof of the

necessity for some systematic scheme has
been forcibly brought under the notice of
the Committee. Only those schools which
bave systematic teaching contribute to the
support of Missions. The others, asing no
scheme, and disapproving of a uniform
scheme, in no single case have contribated
anything. The Committee recommend
that a proper scheme should be drawn up,
giving very valuable ions for the
manaer in which this should be done. The 7
Montreal Sabbath School Association
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«our own Church has already published such

a system. It is one of the best we have
seen, and should obtain general circulation.
The .Association deserve tho best thanks
of the Church for their labours. Were
this scheme, with some of the suggestions
of the Committee taken advantage of, and
the necessary additions made to s new issue
for next year, we do not see why it should
not be adopted as the one to be used. An
active and living association of teachers
like the one in Montreal would probably per-
form the work more expeditiously and more
satisfactorily than a widely scattered com-
mittee. The Convener on Sabbath Schools
(Rev. Mr. Inglis) in his report merely
states that the Committee recommend that
steps be taken for drawing up lessons. We,
therefore, can the more unhesitatingly throw
out the suggestion we have done.

Our Sabbath Sehools are the nurseries
of the Church. They cannot be neglected.
It is to peril the whole interests of the
country to suffer the children to grow up
uninstructed in the Word of God and in
the first principles of religion. The Sab-
bath School should be but the complement
to Lousehold instruction, and many yet
maintein that the latter should render the
former unnetessary. But how many are
there throughout the length and breadth of
theland who know not the Gospel themselves?
How many of the little ones would grow
up heathens but for these schools? e
speak not for our branch of the Church
alone, we speak of the Church of Christ as
a whole; and we maintain that deep is the
responsibility of him who shall put a stumb-
ling block before one of these little ones.
‘Wherever we establish a Mission Station,
thereshould a school be formed ; small in its
beginnings, feeble in its appearance, sucha
school as we have seen meeting in a little
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ing and prosperous church, a light on 2
hill shinisg forth into the surrounding
darkness. '

In December, 1863, we published some
account of the labours of the Rev. William
Ross, in Central South Africa. We had
but then received accounts of the death of
this valued servant of God, from an attack
of dysentery, leaving u widow in peculiarly
trying circumstances. Among the articles
communicated this month wiil be found,
¢« Some Glimpses of the Life of Mr. Ross,”
contributed by the pen of the same friend
to whom we were formerly indebted for the
notice of the work which he had been
carrying on. In calling attention to the
former article we said—

““We give in this number intelligence re-
centiy received from a most devoted missionary,
the Rev. William Ross, who has been labour-
ing under the auspices of the London Mission-
ary Society, for twenty years, in South Central
Africa. Weare sure it will interest our read-
ers. They are indebted for it to the Rev. Mr.
Fisher of Flisk, Scotland, from whom Mr. Ross
received his early education, and to whom is
due the credit of rescuing from obscurity one
of the most devoted, heroic, and successfnl
missionaries ever engaged by the great society
with which he was connected. Mr. Ross was
well known in Scotland before be entered the
mission field. Tn Africa be became the associate
of Moffat and Livisgstone. He commenced his
work with the fullest confidence in the holy
cause he undertook and in Him whose it is,
and toiled on against obstacles and dis-
couragements, with all the determination
and perseverance of & man, who knows that
difficulties must be contended with, yet at the
same time feels certain of success. During the
last few years bis lnbours have been remark-
ably owned and blessed of God.”

To those who may not be familiar with
the name of Mr. Ross, this may form a
fitting introduction to the very interesting

backroom, has ere now grownintoa flourish- | article to which we would call attention.

Helos of our Churc],

LavsG THEz FOUNDATION STONE OF A NEW
Caurcr 1x SeexcervitLe—Spencerville is the
name of & village near Prescott; C. W., aplace
where we bad iately no building, no manse or
property, but only a few adherents. These
under tho fostering care of the Presbytery, in-
creased in numbers and in courage, till about
two yeats ago they united in caliing the Rev.
J. B. Mullin 10 be their minister. Under his
excollect ministration the congregation has
been steadily growing tillit has-now reached s
Nigh-state of prosperity. It has heen in the

‘+it of holding divine Serrice in the Town

hall in the moraing, and ina log building some
eight miles east of the village in the afternoon,
a place which has become altogether top small
for the congregation. The design of the peo-
ple is to'build two churches, one. at.the last
named place and the other at the village. Bere,
already some preparations bave beenmade in
shape of stone «.nd lime, but they. do not intend
building- this sammer ; but in the first named
place they bave resolved to baild immediately,
and yesterday, was.the suspicious day when
the foundation stone was laid in the presence
of some five hundred people, Notwithstanding
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the busy season, teams might be seen from ‘an
early hour wending their way to the old log
church crowded with happy peopie, old and
young, all rejoicing in the prospect of having
o house where they could worship the God of
their fathers according tv the dictates of their
conscience, none meaking them afraid. At 12
o'clock, the appointed hour, the Rev. D. Mor-
rison of Brockville, having deposited a bottle,
containing the coins of the realm,~—some of the
provincial newspapers—a copy of the Presbyte-
rian—a document containing the names of the
trustees—name of the minister—names of the
persons who laid the foundation stone, he laid
the stone in due form, and offered up the con-
secration p-ayer, and an address, the sub-
stance of which will be found below.

The congregation then repaired to Wylie's
grove, & lovely place, where & sumptuous repast
was prepared by the Iadies, and sweetest mu-
sic was discoursed by Mr. Pellow’s well train-
ed band. There was a large attendance of the
clergy from the neighbouring townships, among
whom we poticed Ar. Morton, Wesleyan,
Spencerville; Mr. Anderson of Kemptville; Mr.
Lochbead of Iroguois; Mr. Bell, Episcopal Me-
thodist; Mr. Smith of Buckingham and Cum-
beriand.

After dinner Mr. Thompson took tke chair
and called upon the,c geatlemen in succession
to address the meeting, which they did in hap-
piest terms. We have seldom listened to finer
speaking and on themes more sppropriate.

‘Mr. Morton, on * Progress,”

Mr. Anderson, on “ Comely Places of
Worship.”

Mr. Bell, on ¢ Church Architecture.”

Mr. Smith, on * A Church consecrated to
God shounld be free from debt”

Mr. Lechead, on # Unity among Christians.”

Mr. Muollin, on " Pray for the peace of
Jerusalem.”

We understand that nearly $100 were col-
lected on the occasion towards the Building
Fand.

The following is the substance of the address
delivered by the Rev. D. Morrison st the laying
of the foundation stone at Speacerville.

There are precious hours in the history of us
all when it especially behoves us to recogniag
the divine hand-—solemn moments when the
heart involuntary turns to its God in thankful-
ness and Jove. The present is one of those mo-
ments of holy joy. The congregation assem-
bled here bas been greatly blessed under the
ministration of Mxa Muilan. I hear of many
whos# hearts the Lord has opened—many who
walked according to the course of this world,
now walking in the ways of righteonsness and
peace. I hear of whole neighbourhoods in this
township that have 1isen as it were to a higher
state of life—where meetings for prayerare held
during the week, where the Sabbath is respected
—svhere drinking is &1l but unknown, and where
the old and the young have learned to love the
word, and repair in crowds to the house of God.
Originally weak in numbers and feeble in re-

|

281

and a small one & strong nation,” and lam
sure that you are ready with one heartand one
voice to raise your Ebenezer and eay ¢ hitherto
hath the Lord helped us; not unto us, not
unto us, but unto His name be all the praise.”

This cliurch of which the first stone has just
been laid, is a Christian Ghurch, where the
great truths touching man’s better life will be
prnclaimed,—where his holiest feelings will be
stored—where hopes full of immortality shall
be kindled—and where 4is deepest wants will
be met by that grace that bringeth salvation
because bringing us into Communion with Him
in whom all the fulness of the Godhead dwells.
What are the great wants of man ?—not these
pertaining to the body but these pertaining to
the soul. Feed the body as you may, clothe it
with purple and fine linen and surround it with
all bright and beantiful things, and the soul ill
at ease,will cry out for something deeper, richer,
and more abiding. Man bas a religious nature,
in virtue of which he deserves to bow down and
reverence and adore some One all perfect and
fair and good and true. Where is He? He bas
turned to the sun, the see, the wind, and the
storm for an answer. But the sea bas said itisnot
me,—the bright san, at whose first rays millions
fall down upon the dust in lowly reverence, and
exclaim, ‘there is one God and Mahomet i3
his prophet,” says the same thing. So the wind
and tempest and storms; but this deep want
which nature cannot meet, which ecrth cannot
supply, is met here; and this foundation stone
looks to this foundation feeling and speaks to
us of the great I Am, and says God is
a s8pirit, infinite, eternal, and unchangeable
in His being, wisdom, power, boliness,
justice, goodness, and truth. But still man
is not satisfied. He cannot conceive of a
spirit, cannot settle his thoughts upon s spirit,
and therefore cries out for some manifestation
of the living God. He has 2a intellect that
wishes to grasp him, & heart thut desires to love
him—tbat bas longed and longed for scme
menifestation, of the unseen God. He has
taken the glass of the astronomer aad looked
for traces of his t stately marchings” in the
far distant heavens—he hag followed the track
of the lightning’s flash-—for some vision of the
Eternal—he has closed his eyes in prayer, and
had to pictare to himself some image of the
Almighty, butall in vain. Behold I go forward,
bat he is not there, backward but I cannot per-
ceive him. Oh that I knew where I might
find him, that I might come even to his seat}
Row, bere is another foundation feeling met by
this foundation stone, for it speaks to us not
only of God, eternal, immortal, and invisible,
whoin no eye hath seen, but of One who i3 the
brightness of the Father's glory and the express
image of his person—Ope around whom our
affections and feelings can gather—One upon
whom the heart, weary with the battle of life
and with strong temptsation, can resi and find
blessed peace. Another foundation feeling,
equally deep and strong and universsl, is the
desire for pardon. The individual here and
there, has no such desire—no particalar con-

Bources, you kave become strong and resolved | sciousness of guilt, but not so with the race.

to build for yourselves a church~where yon, your
children and children's children, may worship
God. * The little one has become & thousand,

~

There is a deep and universal sense of guilt
amoung men, and a strong desire for its ex-
piation. e see this in all the sacrifices of
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the heathen—in every altar that iz raised—in

every lamb that is slain—in every pilgrimage °

toat is made, in every s:li-inflicted tortare
that is endurad.

chilg to the sacred stream. IR is not for the
want of 2 love of life that the devolee throws
himself down defore the cer of his idoi, batit
is bi3 strong desice for pardon.
beatben shrines, and altars, enc bloody bece-
tombs, and bloody sacrifices, and sore enda-
rances, we s¢e the astaral cry for parden so
fin2ly expressed by the prophket,  Wierewith
shail I come bafore the Lord, 2nd bow myself
before the Most High God? Wil the Loxd be
pleased with thousands of r2ms, and ten thoa-
s=nds of rivers of 0117 Wl be accept of the
froil of oy bods for the s.a of my sonl T The
answer to this gresl qoestion is o2iy to bs
bzard in the Chrnstisa Charch, 223 evess pex
tecple thet is raised, every foundalicm stona

1 5 1sid of sach 2 bruilding as this speals
of blood shed belter then that of bails and
go=t5, dlood that cleansesiromallsin. Aoother
fazling eguelly deep 2nd axiversal is thetof o
éssire for purits. The patrizsch of old
trembled when b2 camz into the nee; presence
of God, 20d excleimed whan be rose Tron bis
lowly bed, **How drexdianl is thds placa : surels
it is the bouse of God 224 the gate of beaven”
And tds propbst in bis eariier Fears ked
sision of the Lomé siting wmpom his throne,

high end L:iled up, Bis traip flling the temple,
Thea said be, woe is mz; for I 2 axdoxne, |

bacaase ] am a ma of uazlean iips, aad I dwell

in themidst of 2 people oI mwacleaa lips, for wine

eres have sesn the Ring, the Loxd of Hoste
This is more or less the desire of every soal in
jts balter bouors, end there are titues that the
desire Is strozg not oxly to b2 free from guilt
bat gailtiness—20t of sia batsinfalness, thel the
sziatliest of m2a, cnder the workiags of cor-
caplion, bave been brocgdt fo th: beink of
despais; 2ad cred outia 23 2703, Porge me
0 God, with bysson, £2d I sh2ll bs clean, wash
e s=d I skall b= whiter thas the snow. Tell
=t 0ot that Iam impore—weat-—miserable—
1 koow it,—feel ity bnt shew me where or bow
I @27 be made psre—bow delivered from the
hateftl sia thst doth o exsliy beset me? This
other great waat isalso el =ad fElls o2t i
the Chrislizn choreh.  Ard this fozadaton
stont et we Exve l23d@ o day potats to 2
foantain that £33 been cpensd T to the hozse
of David 224 the inkeiizas of Jorualem—ia
odber wonds the wasiking of regentsation and
e reaexing of the Holy Ghase, shed forth o
&s 2baacanily thrsogh Jesas Chsist o=x Loxd.
Anolder forndation fecliaz el by ths
foundation stoan is the desire for fmmoriality,
axd e bope of x tesiteciion fuen the Gead.
Need I remind 7on of the hottor =ith which
23 ocghont ids extive history. bas leoked
Tpo2 zashilation—box be bhas lcaged and
loaged for soome gkt on the grext goextion as
to Thether there isany hereafier? QldAckilles,
e brzve wassion, whose sword fzroed not
bzek sgeizst tse mighly, stood by the grave of
bis fTiend xad wepl beeasde it was s0 sk . the
atsiarel who exjored moce gy asd veian:
ssiRcent ligly ia Bis boos of femplaiisa ex-

It is not for want of natoral .
affection that the Hindoo mother commits her

In all those |
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iive 2g2in?” And the beathen 3ages of an&-
gaity ressonsd, groped and goessed in the dack-
ness, and said, Yes, I think man is immortal, 1
think his dead dost shall arise; for every sprig
1 c2e the de=d trees barsiing into new life, end
the grub rising from its chrysalis where it slept
so stil}, upon golden wings, and rejoicing in the
clear, fair light’of heaven. Yes, I think men will
risz egain from ths dexd 2nd rejoice in the

_ sunoy plsins of immortality. Bat the berd

thinker has come forward and s=id. I kave no
confidence in such representsticas; shew me =
tree that ha=s been tora up by the roots, tossted
and rossted in tae summer's son for montbks,
springing 10 life agais, 28d I wiil belave 1n the
resuireciion fiom tbe de=d; shew me 3 worm
that bas been o =2d moulsted 2nd croshed
to death rising i new Lfz sad Suottenczg from
fiowes o Sowes, 2nd | wit believe m this doe-
trzne, bat oot :n sach poss ansiogres 25 these.
Bat 211 thesz doabts and debates bave beea sed

. at rest by 122 glad sonad wkich ks goae fatk
. to the ends of the esrith—aamely that Cholst

bes risea from the deaxd 20d become the st
fraits of them that slept, hife 22d smoortality
beve been broughi to light by that Gospel
=hich 15 to be presched bere 2nd in evess
Ch:sistien charch.

‘These great waats—z God whom be can wor-
ship—sa imege of this Ged whom be c=a lgve
and know—perdox, parity, immoriality—sTe
weats pertaining to men 23 man, 20d a7 o3iy
b2 met ia the Gospel ; and hence every charch
that is rcared, xod evess Sible thet is printed,
and every miaister thet is ordzined (o expozad
its troths s 2 blessing to men; 20d happs is Ut
neigtboushood th=t bes its chorch and 3ts
pastor to rezk the tread of Life 1o pesishing.
thirsty, week and wasesiag sdcls

We corgratalete 302 o0 your successes axd
Four prospects. and may yoa all be ensadled to
baild upon the sure forndation so thet whea
the ra:ns descend and the Soods cotaz yoa 33
be s=i: becacae harizg bailt gpon a ook,

A Soitwst vo var Masss Foxo o7 St As-
sxxrx’s CaTacs, Gart.—ian a 121t acmber of
¢ the Home zad Foreigs Nissioassy Reccerd® of
the Charch of Scotisad, police was takea of
the thougzhtfal 2ad pioss Hdemality of 2 hasbic
ex=ber of thr Chureh of Scotlaad at Leith,
=bha, o3t cf ber Exndly exsned weges in the
caacity of = Gomestic servaat, had brenabic
br a sinict econay, to actmaiale 3 donsdes-
sbie st of mouex, which 22 her Geath she
dirided amoagst the Schomes of 3¢ Chach.
We xve %o record £ likigiastance o piocs
afection for the Charca of ber fathess by a
=wemder of toz conpropation of St Andrew’s
Chzxch, Galt.  An aged widow, Nrs. Jandize,
who made bes 63t moory In oemestic seITice
fa Cazadz, bad br extaest frapslity deea abdle
o aogaice soeae landed property is the DRigh-
borshood of Galt. Tais she sold ianny yexIs

" ago, 3 belng Tmable to look after it hweraelf

axd lived =pom the proceeds, bt slwsrs
syacingly, sithosgh w0 ozt wxs Tosdies to
Iisten 2o the claims of chesity o of rddigioas
e3P Sbe éxd on the 3:h wlL, 223 feft
20 the Clusch 10 which she was iatelligeatly

_ 233 mdenliz alizched, and to which she bad
caimed i3 23 x-o=F, FIf 2 m2a Gie stall Be

always cootzitzied libemaliv fa ber B, the
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som of $25 in aid of the Mapse Fend which is
being raised by the congregation. Consides-
ing ber limited means this was a bandsome
gift, 2nd it is boped that this record of it will
stir ap others both in humble and high life to

i

remember with gratitode at death that Churck -
which hes blessed them during their lives. -

Al the schemes of the Charch erein = len-
guishing condition, and any money lefl to one
or 21l of them wotld b2 macey well appropri-
ated. It is byso doing that our Church memz~
bers will lsy up to themselves treasures in
hesven.
a mipe of wealth in their sonls on earth; anéd
whatever enrickes the sonl on earth i3 so mach
1532 vp in store sgeinst the time 0 come.

Isprersos.—The Rev. J. B. Moir, B.A, wes
sadacted into tbe pastorsl charge of St Arn-
drew’s Charch, Licdsay, oo the 31st May lest,
His c2ll wes ozanimocs, 2ad dis setlement
most tarmonions.

Pzrsryvatios 70 7S Rev. ¥r. NeGaesto2.—A
Co=muttee of the lzdies of St Colambe's
Church, West Branch, Baet River, lately
wxiled Ttpoa their Pestor, the Res. Mr. McGre-
26T, =t the Nanze and in the ceme of the ladies
of b=t poruon of hiz cherge, sreseated Lim

At leest such gemerosity will beget -
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with an elegant pulpit-gown and cessock.
accompanied with an address to which XMr.
AMcGregor replied in soitsble terms.

Pprsexrariox.—The ladies of St Andrew’s
Church, Ramsear, lately presented their pes-
tor, the Rav. Jobhn McMorine, DD, with a silk
pulpit gown, eccumpsanied with an sddress ex-
pressive of their feelings of attachmentio him.
Itis peerly twenty yearssinee the Rev. Doctor
wes inducted to bis present charge, srd no-
thing hes ever ocearred dering that peried to
mar the barmony or to lessen the good feeling
which bes #xisted in the Congregation. The
gown bes been presented on the ceoession of
Mr. McHorine's elevation to the degres of Dos-
tor of Disinits. Dr. Mc¥orine apswered in
very feeling termms. He expressed his gretitode
o the ledies for their invarieble kindness, en-
coursgement 2ad sclive sssisiance to himes a
minister. He falt tkat he cozid not bope lozg
‘0 wear the gowa, but ba thanked God for ke
long time of pesce sad comicrt which the con-
greg=tion bad enjozed, and whichtbey oll f2it
to bz a2 gre=t biessing. He prayed thet the
peece might continne eod thet God might
shower down the preciocs giits of kis grzce o
the donors =nd on the whole congregaiion

Srhdes Eommunicatey.

GLIMPSES QF THE LIFE OF WILLIAM ROSS, THE BECHTANAN
MISSTONARY.

ADOTT OTR FIEST INTIXTIAW.

BOTL T ity years soce
w2 were waited o one
Doszing by a yoaag w2

deswross of studring Lala

] We wete thea master of the

Pesith school of Aberarie, s

bezatifel so92 on the YTwes of
the Case ¢f Geowrie, Perid-

stive, Scotlamd. The propie
B tass seesped then texily 2oxions for 2d-

-v.zwagﬁ‘zg koowiedge; and 20 kvowledge
w1s oore LAty desined tEan thal of Dimine
toth, Ovsom:é was Willias Ross.
We sgrezd ';_;;z_:be oocaiagy, xxd
i retarn be was to eyt Iy Basizg past of the
éar, i3 the condmctizg 6 o= aTmesoTs
sciool. Wefxiified with mztnsd gratidaation
oTr covemet, Sor o ke, i 1L W3S oo
sxdoed advizeble that he shorld g9 (otowa, to
gite ks vadirided xtieation to the sindy of
t3e destice. -

Willizm was well duils, and prodediv S feet
10 ot 11 inches i beight, of & wery cheexfal
coratenrnoe, With dexk eTes, Taddy compittion,

SOTZ voloe, sometimes a fittle Ansky. Iaail
his careomsizness Be wee U467 I bis dress.
He w35 iadeed ¥ evers dody s bods, " Fet 2lways
Rept Bimeelf 2, 22d 0 in evesy grozp of his
2ssocates be sioed oot marked by an sudowhe.
¢d respeciability.

GIFTS STXY 2T KX SRAN AFRICA.

With Wilixzm we beld a constant intimacy
eser ailer. dad & few yexrs agd be sest o3
from Likaticng iz the desert, 3 box, wkich,
b2sices Geological 2nd other sprcimens, and
varions carlosiiies, past of wiich 2t ia the
cxceieal collections of the Right Eozouszble
Lozd Niczzind, Rossie Priovt, Carve of Gowtie,
snd of the Caivessity of St Axdrews. Also
coxtzined Dotes, to whick with otder astbeatic
docTmests, we zre jeiviieged to efer. Pre-
Sxed 0 the former of theze wrilings is a dsltes
the tenor of waich feikows,

4 X7 vay kind asd belorad teotbes -

1 wrolz those kw 204 caxwelending agles
2bost 1835, whea 1 was aMxavea. s my
iafint and othisicss children weme 52 that
tizne sopareied from e, 20d thinkisg tbaiszs
all mea are oclal, I might 5003 be calied to

sad dlack bsin  He bed & maxaly ®ep axd  give o 2coocat, I delermized (o w3ile & shor
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ontline of what I was and what I bad gove | schools of Dombarney, Kinross,
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end the sob-

through, thet they might know something of | scription school of Milnashort; and hed evi-
what i3 very nstaral for good and obedient . denlly been 2n apt scholay, and fond of hiy

children to enguire efter. A3 you are one of |

my very kindest friends, perhaps whatl kave )
. tinet remembrance after fifty years, of the
streets, the harbour, apd the ships, he saw et
" Newbnrgh whea he wasonly three. Althongh

written mey divert yor and your bsloved
family, =nd =lso any of your kindly and affsc-
tionate sssocistes amorng your honvered breth-

ren, who msy wisha perusel, and to whom you
. ford of gearrelling and fighting, and strove to

may think it wise and prudent to give it. 1
heve elso drewn out s very short oatline of the
life of my first beloved periner, thet her dear
childran might know someibing of theirsnxions
loving mother. These few hints of one so de-
serviog =5 she was, sy not be atlogether
azeless, but be 2 smell socrce of eajoyment to
sou sll. As I sccount tbem odly a letter,
pmity loag indeed, and Iike most of my com-

municriions, h=stily gol up, in the midst of .
1y veried Iebears, pleass 30 not pablish tham

wiikoat ay conaznl.

7 em,
- & Yours very tesly,
& (Sigaed) W, Ress ™

Zay wntags sat by bim (o v, wure, A58

genesal mle, eatizely 1eR to ourown diseretion. ; ber very much, 20d 25 [ knew she so loved a2,

And we trost, we have desired, aad desire to

pike 20 use of an7 part of then, bat for Godls -

gloty, =2d the sdvancement of the great cazse
of missions. Ané w2 sre rot aware of kaving
ever trespessed or given the Ieast canse of
offence 10 a3y 622, bY Whet w2 published from
his namerons and Imporiant letters,

IS IOTROOD.

William was bors im Aogasy 1502, at
Got=ach, in Brol pasish, Carse of Gowrie,
axd was the eidest of the fosr children of
Rodest Ross and Grace Reitt The perenis
were dissenters, =nd sitended the ministsy of
the Rev. M. Waisoa of the Secessica charch,
in the viilage of (het paskh. The missionsry
5353, ¥ I way bapiized by hi, and from what i

.-

teachers on the whole. His memcry bad been
tenzciors st 8 very early age, for he had a dis-

censtitationally ratherirziteble, yet he was not

=ct feirly and hornourzbly. He wss, It might
be szid, rather gentie among bis school-fellows,
ss in efter life b= ws3 pecoliarly geaisl, yo3
couregeous, wben be tbonght circommstancess
celled for the dispiey of cozrage: He wag em-
piaticelly candid, =ad bad grest plessore in
showing respect to his superiors in =ge and
tank. e conld not bear deceit in young or
old. He w=3 jordof his home, =2d loved in-
tznsely 2ll the crele. He says: “how &rme
wes 1t that in boyhoadd, ivolishness wa3 bownd
up ia my beest; for I cso remexber how sweet
it was to copyF tbe example of sianess, snd
stesl aws=y with the ‘harders’ to eajoy the
t{oolesies’ of young persons. My mother
frowoed opon 1ae for doing so, bat, 2o 1 loved

I was=blegcoa to pleese her e2gam, by doiog
soze litle thiag to =3d her, and by presenting
to ber some stoall token =s & peace-offesiog.
I was delighted whea 2gain 1 fonnd myseli en-~
jcricg her favons™ When be accompanied bis
father to the Secession chapel of the Bev. Mr.
Lawiie, Aberethy, a distznce ¢f three miles

. from Newbargh, the journey proved rather

great for him. He cotld starcely remember

. zaything of the sermon; bat the conversation
. of the company by the wary, led by = seasibiy,

God-fexriag man, James Grabeny, adexn i
oression even then oa &is fender mmind.  Wkile

. ia regsnd to the cosgregation be seems to Bave
" felt, 23 it I3 50 begulifsliy 22d simply wrtten

beve lexmned of Mis piety, I have no doubiat

all, te2 be wayed that oF came wight be
...uen ia beavea; xad the ferveat prayes of
Tighteoss mas avalisth mach” The father

reaudsmu&.-:n.Smy Hall, which proted
to be too éexr, so v gave it tp; then crossed -

crze the river T3 0 Newburgh, and aflec s
few yext3 of residence there aad =t West Droz,
axd B0t Head, be brexme Greere 0 Alex-
sxder Greig, Bsq, of Ball Greig, RKivross,
whose f2rm of Pitkindie Abstayis (xndletsly !

1

b7 the immottsl isase Watis— L

‘ J
LocA, how deiginfal “t3s o sew
A whole assradlr Thee!
AT once thrs siny, 3t XY,
They hexs of besven the way:
xmmm::dgamdp.
Tis o2 IGe Hezrem MW

The fregido teaching of the Sabbath evexizg,

. with the Tepesting of the shorter catechisazad
. pToofs, xnd the coaverszlion ou these, 2nd ox
’::iniom::dkindzzdssbjec:s,olelsech:ln,

- Tepeating the pralzs zod patzphrases, with tee:

belongiog 0 Alemxndx Geekle, Rsg., of Bal- ! ' brief expladstiony, were greatiy bis delight, xad
dowaiv), WS Superintendad by bima dmisg the - wereaetereZeced from bisrecollection. Andin
sesazinder of bis Iife. Willizm apmto!m'o e geasrnl, besass, €l canseaall Loy meamcy
recoived bis early edeeziion st the Pasith | theoxay things I hxdof which I wes ashaned .
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the conclosions I sometimes erroneously
formad, not knowing =all particulars, and also
how keenly I felt whar at any time sccused
falsely. I can yet go through all the windings
of those sweet yeara of my life, and distinctly
s2¢ how kind my Heavealy Father has bsen to
e in leading me in ways I knew not, and in
paths I had not trod, 10 make me a teacher of
the Geatiles, in sincerity, and truth.” Williem
seems to have hed a constsat view of himself
as if inferior to others; yet wes be determined
not to remeain behind, knowing, that what one
has3 done, the like snother may do.

AT PARISE SCE00LS.

He profited greatly in ouar pablic model
perish schools, in which it may be said the
eduacsatisn is that of the *religion of common
iti2® Much owiag to-himself we doabt not be
was bacoming howevesr almost sisgrant in his
learning.

AT 4 SUSSCZIPTICS SCHO0L.

TWhen be was 2boal twelve or thirisea years
of sge tk: voloatary qasstion bzgss to bz mach
agitatad in Scotlend; =2nd so = perty in Milos

hen started = snbscription school, acd =p-
pointed M. William Fersier, son of Dr. Ferzier,
Paisley, to be the first teacher. To this school
William wss seat. He bzgea now to leam
with rew lifs, to think ond 22¢ ina manly way,
end #5 2 young Christisn.
s Mrc. Ferrisr wss a youag mea of moderate
sogoiremeats, aad had the kappy koack of
matiog his popils thoroughly {o uodersinnd
their Tarioas exercises, angd of stirring them uhp
10 asgpire to be mea and womea of prnciple.

¢ # My jmprovement,” he s=ys, ¥uonder my
beloved tezcher was evident; for 2l oy powess
of body and mind begen 0 work with fresh
<igoas, and for the &rst ixme inmy life T eo-
teriained the sangains bope of risiag ia the
world.

&7he Xizd of teacking, ™y hodoared master
eaployed also, bed & ielling eFect 03 oF spir-
its aod o2 oy whgls actings.

& Mr, Rerrier kxd the pecclizrialent and fali-
city of bringing befoce s tha lesding and most
o3efzl mea of modera times, of variocs spberes.
¢ Thase 2, be wonidsay, ¢ were once boys lixe
yoa. They wers just Like vomrselves: and
some-of them 3 circumstances exactly similer
{0 those 70 DOW occopy. They set =boal im-
pioviag their minds. They delermmined to Tise
in thy wosld, il possidir, and ia the mexatime
%o excel in thelr clzsses, xod in the esteesn of
ther fellow scholers a5 well as ia that of their
2eachers ; aad even in their heaithfal, lawfal,
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games ; and through truthfolness, honour, good-
conBoct and perseverance, they had succeeded
beyond their fondest anticipations; much to
their sorprise aed delight.’ He often exclaimed
““now or never;' and, again ‘I may be
cheered and bonoared, in mesting some of you
in after life who have risen to be great men,
respzceted and esteemed by the commanity.
Sach was the plan which proved so successfal
in kindling a fiame of fervent zeal in my soul
which has continued 2nd increased to the pre-
sent moment. And although my energetic and
excallent teacher has long bezn mounldering in
the duost, the effscts of bis affectionste lsbours
will continne with me while 1 heve = deing. 1
bless the dsy that ever I met with William
Perrier!

#1left school at the age of ffteen anxions to
get 2t wosk, baoyunt of hopes of entering apon
msnhood, 2cd not st all dananted =t the pros-
1{ pect of eacoantering say difficulties that lsy
. before me. I gladly became ameausnsis to my
y Petber at Pitkindie, and kept ths farm-books.
{ I muest stiil coafess that =lthoagh my adwance-
| meatin koowledge bed been resl, it hed been
| by no means rapid. Through Divine mercy I
wes boldiag ox in the peth of Tirtce, stedionsly
! shunning the compaay of the profans and of
|

B e T

.-

e

. the daringly wicked ™
For someiime, now, William w=s away from
¢ under his parents’ exe, 20d Yived much amoag
i young Bothy men, not very femed for fesring
| God in geacrel, althoagh ia their same Botsy,
sfterwsards, the first man acted the patt of &
fatber, sod led religious exercises, we trost to
the delight and beasfit of 2ll. O William re-
’tnraiag 1o his hame, he we3 doliced by his
i mether to retire to bed;, withoat commitiing
: himself, by prayer, to the czre of his Hexvealy
i Tather. He felt greatly 2Sronted whea spokea
of this sxd, unwonted omission. So much so,
that k» never alterwards forgol ke fzithful
hint of bis cdevoled molber; nor was be
zstxmed, ia presencs of whataver compenioas,
beaceiocth Lo eagage in this blissfel exercise.
We now come 10 the tarniag poiat of bis life
for tims and eterzity—blis Stst commanian—
snd the great change—23ct bere would we
pesse—oaly w2 may 23d & very fow incideatss
withoqt dbering to any patlicular oxder, Te-
‘faﬁng:otheyerioeemb:wdin!haahom
{ ¢ Oq ths Sataréays the parish-3chool master st
. Duabaszey gave ©s a gTest eajoyment, by tell-
iag us familssly and in 2a inlerenting, Iastract-
ire aud soleseisiag wey, aboat the wondess of
creslion, protidence x0d redemption.
S Whata blessing it is torexd the word of Iife,
from day to day, uader 2 DioTs master in the
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school, and again when seated around thg fire
at bome!

‘“WhenI was eight years ofage I was certainly
sdvancing somewhet in religious knowledge,
as well as in other branches., I remember
having one Sabbath rezd 2 most exticing pam-
phiet on family worship; and ie the evening
was able to tell in our little circle the varions
points conteined in it. An excellent mode of
impreszing & subject on the memory of Lim who
tells 25 well =5 of those who listen.

#The Rev.Dr. Somerville, secretery of the T.
P. Fortign Missions, w=3 & school-feilow of
mine, 2nd greatly esieemed by his compeers.”

Williem wes glad {0 =dd to his little stock
of tnowledge, by listening to the conversation
of men snd women of intelligence, keeping in
mind that ke had but one tongue though two
ears—ssying to him #listen much and eagerly,

bot spesk little
# Various things now and then occarred which
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end trembling. They appeared to me to be so
very far above common people, for knowledge,
holiness and every qualification fitted to inspire
with awe and respect. Soch was at that period
generally the feeling of the young when before
the servants of Christ.

ttFor the first time death entered into our
family-circle, 2nd snatched from us my interest-
ing brother Robert. All were deeply afflicted,
our dear mother particularly so. She for s
time seemed to murmur st the hand of our
Hesvenly Father; yet I trust the event
was sanctifzd to every one of us, to prepare to
meet oor God. 1 Lope from whet be said on
his de=thbed that he expected to see redemption
tthrough the blood of the Lamb,’ and thet be
is with Jesus. Fow eernest should we be to
Jeave behind us, to oxr dear friends, reasons for
well groonded hope thet we ave—‘noi lost
bat gone before’—in glory!

#Ja 1811 there was an sbundant crop, while

indicated bow greatly saperstition, now hsp- | fora time very great Gifficalty was experienced
pily psssing quickly ewsy, mingled with the | to get it boused in good conditicn, when s
training of the former generstion. I recollect , large ard very besutiful comet sppeated, most
seeing my mother throw some breed over the | providentially, =s it proved (0 be of vast ser-
bead of the womaa who carzied brother Andrew | vice in giving light to those engaged in the
home from the church on bis being baptized. | importast lebours of the field, resping and
¢ She would also doubtless giveabitof bread to , leading. O God, Low manifold sre thy bless-
the firstshe metin going’ I had e great dread | ings P P.F.F.

of the ministers of the Gospel. Indeed I never !
then entered into their presence without feer :

.

Fife, Scotland, Auvgast Sth, 1865.

@he CElurches and herr LHlisstons.

Przsextatiox.—The Qoeen =1ad Robert Vars
Agoew, Bsq., of Sheachecs 2nd Barnberroch,
have each been pleased 1o present the Res.
Robert Paton 2o the parish charek 2nd united
partisbes of Rirkizner snd Longesstle, ss
2ssistant snd stecessor to the Rev. James
Reid, tte preseat incumbent.  The guestion of
the patroasge being in dispole, two separic
preseatations, have been issted in favour of Nr.
Paton.

St. Micaare's Caraer, Doxsairs.—Qa Thars-
dsy Iest, the Rev. John Daacan, late of Abbot-
shall in the Presbriesy of Hirkealdy, weas in-
dacted by the Precshyters of Dumfries to thbe
charge of the Parish of St. Mickel's, to which
he has beea presented by the Crown. Tke
Presbylery met in the Church at noon, 2rd
there was = large attendsance of the congrege-
tion. The Rev. ¥r. Wilson, Newabbey, presch- |
¢d ead presided. The Rev. gentleman took

gregatdon. At tbe close of the services M
Dance> received 2 very cordizl welcome from
the coagregation.

MostRost—Sgceeessox 7o 73 Rev. Ma.
Brass.—A mecting of the members of the Mont-
vose Parish Chureh was held on Monday eve-

" ning, for the purpose of taking such Sleps 25

might be deeraed necessary for the Siling upof
the v=zcancy constguent upon the traaslation
of the Rev. Mr. Buras to tke Cathedr=l Church,
Glaspow, and =iso to hear the report of the

_ commitiee appointed to 23d. them ia the szlee-

tion, with 2 view to the recommendationof the
ssme 1o Sir George Grey.  Mr. Sevege, writer,
presided, and opened the meeting with prayer,
after which be @etailed the proceedings of the
Committes 2nd the result =t which they bad
zrrived.  Mr. Saevage stated tbat ont of s Est
of cames which they bave made ap, they were
unsnixously of opinion that the Rev. Mr. Tsy-

his text from 1st Corinthiaas ifi. 3—" We are . lor, Domfries, was the gentleman best - ftled
workers together with God,” from which bede- | for tbe charge at Méntrose : and after detail-
livered a very able and carefolly prepared-dis- | ing the varions cheracleristics of which ihe
coarse. The usual guestions baving been pot | commiites considered Mr Taylor possessed, be
20 Mr. Daccan, be was formellyinductedinathe | saubmitted the selection to the congregation.
chbarge, the presiding minister first eddressing  Jor their coasidenation. ¥r. Willizm XMoir
¥r. Duncen brizfiy, and afterwards itbe coz- wmoved that the selection bs =2ccepied by the-
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«congregation; which was seconded by Mr. ; ders for each of the 758 parishes returned as
James Adawms, grocer. The meeting unani- , haviog kirk-sessions ; and it is belteved thats
-mously approved of the same; and, after a ' similar average will be found in a considerable
<ote of thanks to the chairman, the proceed- ' proportion also of those parishes—nearly 200
ings terminated, in pomber—~as to which no returns bave been

Assorsmart Pamss Cacece—On Sunday . received. Oun the other hand, the committee

Y ' have to state that no fewer than 109 parishes
afternoon the Rev. John Duncan preached his | . 3 A
farewell sermon on the oceasion of his leaving . oo returned as without kirk-sessions. That

& < > ' solarge a number of parishes in all perts of
Abbotshall Church, baving accepted 2 nneni- the country should, on 2y account, be desti-

mous call to the charge of St. Michael's, Dom- ! tate of so im
A > - portant a8 class of office-bearers,
fries. The church was crowded in every pert, | cannot {the committee fecl assored) but be re-

many standing throaghout the services—great | .
. o s garded with extreme regret by the General
nambers of varions denominstions from the { Assembly. Some of the cases of destitution

churches in the neighbourhood being present. byl
s | are of & temporary natare, arising from recent
. Dun;an_ Pr”&cb%d 2 long and elequent dis- | geoths or remorals, and likely to be supplied
fgme’di aring e: ?'fi‘;{ oigwh;cg magi.l"f immediately, while others are not complete, the
& an em.:.e were visiols ccted. & | eldership being partislly represented in save-
bearing testimooy to the happy days aad years | o) norishas in which & quornm tc constitute a
he bsd spent smoag them, be bade them azp | kirk-session is retarned as wanting. But,
aﬁ'icu%:;?it: b::if gg"f‘.’}himfflgf bbotshall i making all allowance for such cases, the state-
f’d eX g&’ '?hr:h °:};r° Mond o ment now submitted is one which must be con-
TS held in t0e parish church on Jloaday eve- | qaerad as of very serious import. It is true
ning, to tske farewell of the Rev. J. Duncas. that, in 2lmest evety instance, an attempt
qilfe_mee:gg ;;a:ge tgidk“"'-hg“g}!?g exer= ; abpears to be made to supply the means of
;cue;, concac g L1 2eT. Or- DICX BIOWD- | gischarging some of the functions of ordinary
lee, of Bethelfield, Uaited Presbrterian Ohureh, | rojing elders in parishes anprovided with these
Kirzealdy, after which ex Provost Beveridge | (moatogrars by the eppointment of presby-
of Kirkealdy. in a bighly-ealogistic 2ddresS, | 4 iq} assessors 10 assist the ministers in hold-
presented Mr. Duacan with a_baandsome gift ing kirk-sessions. In eighteen of the parishes
from the parishioners. Mr. Dancan replied | 25 10 which ret have .veq in. even
in his usual felicitons manner. The Rev. Rob- | Soerprais wopores Bave been the ordinssy dis.

alj Ini 3 expe B

;xnf;'i:’ l:: c:., gisTnm;;;; aC °gég: Chureh, th&m { cipline of the charch isneglected. It appears,
g8, was present, aud added greatly to the |y cacer 1o the committes, that whatever msy
‘happiness of the meeting by an address which &, the suthority for the appointment of asses

he delivered. &ors to undertske the duties now in practics
Tae ScascareTiox 37 Bupzzs 70 vax Cosres- | assigned to them by presbyteries, such asses-
siox oF Fayra—Ar. Lee, of Roxburgh, read to | sors at best supply very inadequately in any
the General Aszembly, the report of the Com- | respect, snd in some respects fail altogether to
Tmittec on the Bldership, of which we give the | supply, the place of ordicary ruling elders.
following : The committee ventore, indeed, most respect-
* As jpstrocted, the committee isseed guesies | fully to direct the attention of the Geénersl
10all the Preshyteries—~(1.) As to thenumber of ¢ Assembly to the whole subject of the sppoint-
parishes which, in the opinion of their Tespec- | meat cf assessors in kirk-sessions, 85 iavol-
tive Preshyterics, are provided with s sufficient | ving questions of some difficalty, snd of very
staT of elders; (2.) As to ths number of | great imporisace.”
parishes sltogether withont kirk-sessions, ang Psgsex7aTios 70 735 Rev. Da. Cooxx, Bra-
2150 £3 to the number of parishes in which kirk- | rasn, Irsiixo~—It will be gratifving to the
sessions ate consiituted by the 2id of assessors | relatives svd  friends of this distinguished
appointed by the Presbyieries; sud () Asto | clergyman to learn ihatl on Thursdey the
the reasozs of any diflicnlty which may exist | 13th of July Jsst, bis friends and edmi-
in the bourds of any Preshyiery in obtsiniag { rers assembled in the Mosic hail, Belfast,
the consent of gualifed persons to underiske { for the purpose of presenting him with an
-the duties of the eldesshin. In reply to these | address and & cheque for upwards of -
queries, retarns bave beea received from sixty- | teen hundred pounds sterling—=£1547 13s—
-aire oat of the eigbtr-four Presbytezies of the | as 2 slight acknowiedgemenst of the eminent
Cbhurch. The returns relate to no fewer than | aud life-long secvices be has rendered to the
$66 parishes, cqually distributed over the seve- | cause of civil 2ad religious liberty and socisi
7al. Presbytesies and Syuods, and thus repre- | progress. The hall was crowded by the elite of
sent approximately the statz of the cldershipin ! 1o town and ntighbourhood, and the'largs and
<1l parts of Scotland. The Commitieesse glad to | fashionablesssambly was ably presided over by
be enabled to stafethatss many 25 758 parishes ¢ the Most Noble the Marquis of Downskire, who,
sxe reiurned as having at ieast s quorum, and & | on taking the chair, gave expression to the
3s1Te proportion of these ssbeing supplied with | extreme satisixction with whith he occupied
{iz a1l respacts) & sufficient number of elders ; | the position to which he had been called “as
tbe Synods of Glssgow and AyT, Angus zud | notbing in the world could gratify kim mors
Nearps, and :Aberdecn (so far a5 can bejudged | than to be called apon to do anything which
from retarns; which are rot complete), being ! coold do bonoar to onr excellent friend; Da.
conspicuons forthe efScient state of the charch | Cooke ™ The Mayor of the town, afier resding
witkin their bounds in thisrespect. Foundicg ! the sddress and making ths presentation, spoke
zpon the parliculass furnished to the Com- | as follows : 3y Lord, the sum T bave had the
mitiee, the average may ba ststed at five el- | privilege and the honour of haading to our
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esteemed friend, Dr. Cooke, indicates in some
measnre the extent of the esteem in which he is
teld by the community ; bat, 1 may say this,
that if the object had been more extensively or
widely known than it wag, 2 sum fully double
might bave been readily obtained. Yesterday
and to day many gentlemen waited upon me as
Treasuvrer, expressing their sorprise that it was
not poblicly made known that such a thing
WaS going Jorward, and volunteering their
gubscriptions, stated that many of their friends
wonld cheerfully have subscribed hed they
known such a matter was in contemplation.”

Bxcraxp. — The missiongry of the London
Cily Mission among the cabmen gives an inter-
esting view of the work in which heisengaged:

1 am bappr,” he says, ‘‘to be sble to re-
pott that the six-day cabs increase in number
every yesr; and I have good canse for hoping
that ere very long we shall find the majority of
cab3 plying in London sre those which are
worked only forsix daysin each week. The total
number of cabs in this ¢ity Las not vet reached
6000 ; and of these 2100 or more ere six-day
ones. -This isvery gratifying, as every Chuis-
{ian cannot but rejoice when he reflecte thst
more then one-third of the London cab-drivers,
or from 2100 to 2200 men, who, up to 2 com-
paralively recent period, were compelled to
work on the Lord’s dey, now rest ca the Sun-
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. former slavery to be a pariaker in the blesged

privileges of the ‘holy day ;' privileges which
extend their inflnence -over the whole family,
converting discord and unhappiness into joy,
peace, and comfort.

“ The cab measters of London are, in most
instances, practicel men. The majority of
them having beendrivers, are of course entirely
conversant with everytbing connected with
borses, cabs, provisions, and the practiczl parts
of their trade. If it were not so they wouid
not be able to stand against the outgoings of
this most expensive business. The six-day
masters are more considerate and kind to their
men than the seven-day ¢nes. any keep their
drivers for a long period, some a3 Jopg &3 ten
years. Some number of these masters are
members of Christian Churches; and all pro-
prietors of six-day cabs are reformed men, hav-
ing, 1 believe, in every instance at least an eye
torned to eternal things, although some look
more deeply into the all-important subject
than otbers. The horses 2nd cabs are iz mach
better condition than the seven-day workers ;
while master and man, as well as both their
fawilies, are in g better state of mind, and
their bealth 2nd circomstcnces improved far
beyond those of the seven-day mesters. and
drivers.”

Ireraxp. — The Geperal Assembly of the

dey, and esjor the blessed privilege of attend- | Presbyterian Church in Ireland has beld its

ing public worship with their wives and fami- | anncel meeting at Belfast.

The Moderator—

lies. And Iam most thankiui to ve sble tosay, | the Rev. John Rogers—praached the opening
meny of them slso attend to the one thing | sermon on Mondey evening, the 2d of July,

needfal. It is surprizing how quickiy s differ-
ence is noticed in & man wWhen ke becomes o

choosing Philippians iii. 12—14 for his text.
Baving addressed the members on the busivess

gix-day driver, both ¢s regards clesniinessand | of the past year, acknowledged the ccurlesy

behasionr. He beremes cheerful and conver-

shown to him during his tenure of ofiice, and

sant; and @5 hi3 body bas the rest which ' declared that heving subscribed Presbyterian
ngture requires, 50 bis mind becomes mere | standards, Presbyterians were “ bound to pro-
clezr and capadle of serious thought. In short, | pagate, teach, and defend Preshrterisaicm,and
the Sabbsath-dey's rest is one of the greatest | to push it into every place where it can benefit
blessings to every wan who i3 privileged to | men, znd exalt & nation—the Uoderator yield-
possess it, =5 is proved by his soon showing | ed up his trast. The Rev. Dr. Wilson, of
himself e better husband, fatber, and citizen. | Limerick, was elected in bis steed, 2nd address-
Surely six days is enongh for these men,=s, | ed tbe Ascembly especiaily as a representative
eccoiding to the mechanics’ hoars, the cabman | of his brethren scattered through the wess and
mzkes nine days each week if, 2 iz ordinerily | sonth of Irelend. In the Reports of Synods
the case, he works ffteen hours éaily for six ) five new congregations were noticed, and

dsys ; and man¥y work eighteen hours per day.
¥y experience bhas nhroved that =il those who
work every day.alik» <nffer severely inmisd and
body : they becon |, bewildered 85 scarcely
10 know whet thoy .re doing. I know of one
an who did not go 10 bed for several weeks

beetose bis wife had offended bin, but worked |
| A minister liceased by fke Old-School Preshy-

his cab continoally night and day; snd be told
1oe that towards thz Istter part of the time his
mind was in such a confosed state that he
could not tell whether he was putting o the
horge, or 1a¥ing him out ¢f barness. Hundreds
of these poor men 21 in an exaclly similar
staie of mind, some even so bad as to require
reinovel {0 Junsic ssyloms. There is one
man dow ot Coloey Batch asylum, called
43}l2ck Sam,;’ whose ™mentel derangrment, it is

Sappossd, was occasioned by overwork and too !

fieqeent application to strong diink asastimo-
Jant. 1 am quité confifent uo mancan sowell
gppréciate test on the Ssbbath-day as he who
by the grace of God has brea rescued from bis

from onz Synod there was & recommendation
to revive the primitive offics of descon. A
discussion on Assursnce between two min-
isters 1ed to the cherge of heretical doctiine
by oze sgaiast theother, A commiscion was
sppointed to exrmine the theologiceal bearicgs
of the controversyyand report to next Aesembly.

terians of America was-.received in ths ssme-
standing bere, slthough 2:1aige party support-
ed the views of the students.that, &s his curri-
culum was mmuch skost of theirs, he sboald
comply with the autborised coarse of study.
Dr. Carden, rector «f the Bpiscopsl Gharch in
Philadelphia, wss roceived as s Presbylesan
minister, and confirmed in his appointmeatto
Adelaide Road, Doblin. :After the Synodical
business wss concloded, the Assembly procecd-
ed (o hesr rcpoits. Those on Temperance,
Sabbath Observence, snd Sdbbath Schoals, pre-
sented no new festures. It was recommended
{hat sermons shoold be preached on the ssnc-
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tity of the Lord's Day ; and grateful reference
was made to the success and probable influence
of the Conference on Sonday Scbools, reported
last month., The report on the State of Reli-
gion noticed the progress of lay preaching in
the south and west ; suggested the sppoint-~
ment of one or two ordained evangelists ; affir-
med, from very recent inguiry, that there were
mapy permanent apiritnal results from the
revival of 1859 ; and lamented that there was
at the same time spiritual declension. A lively
discossion foliowed.

In the report on Foreign Missions, it was
stated that one of the missionaries, Mr. M!Kee,
had been obliged to return after twenty-four
years’ labour ; that two new missionaries had
arrived out ; thats third would sail in Septem-
ber ; that three more were wanted to bring up
the number to ten, and have two &t each sta-
tion. There are 300 commanicants and 1600
school-children connected with the mission, and
there were seventy-five baptisms during the
JeRr.

The Jewish Mission reporied that there were
200 communicants of the church at Hambargb,
but very few of whom were Jews ; ‘that evan-
gelistic labours were carried on 23 useval at
Bono ; that Mir. Robson and Mr. Wright are at
Damascus ; that Afr. Ferrette has resigued ;
and that another missionary is to be appointed.

The Oolonial and Continental Mission re-
ported that its field was so large a5 to be em-
barrassing, and statistics from the colonfes xnd
the principal conntries of Burope were broeght
forward to show the cundition and progress of
the churches.

In moving the adoption of the report on
Popery, the Rev. Dr. Kirkpatrick mentioned
thet-upwards of 100,000 copies of the Douey
Bible hiad been sold in Ivelend by Mr. Dufiy, &
Roman CGatholic publishes. He believed that
the absence of missionary successes wasneither
from the power of the priests, nor from the
superstition of the prople, bt from the absence
of {aith, love, sympethy, and prayer in their
own:Church. The Roman Catholic mission bas
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Intermediate Edocation had vothing new to
report, except that the aumber of persons at
schoo! or college, studying for the ministyy, is
forty-nine in excess of Instreturn. Deputations
from Bngland, Scotland, and Americs, addres-
sed the meeting,

The most important business before the
Church was the appointment of Professors to-
tho Magee Gollege, which js fo De opened at
Londonderry in the automn.

Of the seven professors appointed, five are
ministers of the Irish Presbyterizan Chureh, and
two are the sons of ministers of the same body.

The Assembly also reconstracted tbe Home
Mission of the Ghurch, and decided that there
should be ibree Boards—oneto take charge of
the mission to Roman Gatholics; one for Church
Extension, to organise and foster new congre-
gations until their endowment ; and one for
the Sustentation of Agsistant Ministers, and of
Eadowed Ministers, whose annual stipend is
Jess then 50.., and of whom it was stated that
there are over 100. It was proposed, but not
carried, that to avoid offence, the mission to
Roman Oatholics should be called the Home
Mission. It was decided that the Assembly
should meet next year at Belfest.  Steps
were 2130 taken to procure an Assembly
Hzall, and the Jadies of the Cburch intead
to follow the example set them in Scotland,
and collect the money. The statistics of the
Charch show that 87,903 families claim connec-
tion with it; thmt there ave 130,497 communi-
cants, 2,155 ruling elders, 103 deacons, 5,412
members of committee, and 69,920 stipend
payers, while there is charch accommodation
to the amount of 229,683 sittings. A compari~
son of these figures with those collected in 1864,
will show an incresse of 6,277 families, 7,707
communicants, 93 raling elders, 430 members
of commitiee, 3,155 stipend psyers, ang 13,899
sittings. 76,4901, 10s. ks beenraised over the
Asssmbly for all porposes during the yesr, a
sum less than that returned last yeerhy 6,661
11s. Did. 1In this amount are incloded 10,8241,
13s. 1d. of ordinary Sabbath coliections, 10,-

sustained a serious iossin the de=th of theRev. | 2320 153 91d. of wission coliections, 2,56%L
Robert Allep, who left thirty schools and an | 9s. 113d. of otber religions and charitable col-
| lections, 3751, 25 93d. Sabbatb-school collec-

orphgn 257lom at Bsllina dependent on his own
eaergy-end jnfluence for their origin and sap-
port. AN Scriptore-resders are now required
to-zctas colportears. Porty-one congregations
bave been sided by tke Home Mission. The
Fund for Assistant Alinisters continues to in-

xnd was 11l over last year. On
behalf of Winisteriel Suppory, it was stated that
208 congregntions bed increased, and 152 redu-
ced their stipend,and that 121 were stationary.
Oo:-the whale, 501 congregations contribated-an
aversge of 614 Ss. 234, 10 snstain their micis-
tera. The treaiment of this’ sudject was en
tirely commwitted to lagnten, 2nd the speeches-so
tboroughly drew the =attention snd respect of
the house that it was proposed 1o print them in
» pamphiet for general ciccalation. The com-
mittee for the Church 2nd Mauss fuond bave
expended nescly 30,0004, and bave echensted
their fonds. To the rwtew Charch, Manse, and
Sthoot fand 14,0004 has been snseribed breighty
-sevan coufregations, but the subscribirsrefuse
to pay the money until ths subscription resches
20,6002, The Committees oa Blementary and

t

tions, 18,8661 3s. 1d. raised for building and
repairs and debt, and 33,624l 5s. 54, of pead
rents and supplemental contribations, which-go-
under the general nzme of stipend. The debt
over tbe Church is~41,7166%. 135, 03d. Lastyesr
the debt wea3s 45;203/, 13s. 91d, showing a
decrease of 4,43%l. 0s. 8d. There ara pver the
Ghurch, under the mansgement of its ministers
or members, 698 National Schools, 1,102 Sah-
bath-schocls, ¥346 teachers, snd 8,716 scho-
lars.

Irisz Prussyrsauys Cuorce—The Barner of
Tister of Tuesday states that, at the anpuos!
meeung of the Assembly of the Preshyterian.
Church, beld on Mordsy evening, the Rev. Do,
Wilson, of Limerick, was elected Moderator for
ke ensuing year.

Frascz—Wiile Cethclicism does not evenr
stiempt s necdfol reaclion sgaingt the r1wo
entemies by which it is being secretly under-
mined—supsrstilion snd theocracy—Protes-
tantism in France is engsged in an energelic
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stroggle against a subversive principle, which
1t must expel at any cost, if it wishes still to
live and grow. That principle is the exclusive
and abzolute authority of the individual con-
science—in other words, the denial, express or
implied, of the supernatural, historical ravela-
tion, presented to us in its highest form by
desus Christ. That denial is, in the present
day, asgerted or understood in a great number
of the productions of the new school ; it troubles
and tears the Reformed Church of France. It
sometimes masks itself under the noble aspir-
ations of liberty and trath, which have a legi-
timate attraction for every one worthy of the
name of man. But it is the parent of bondage
only, and we may repeat to the believers in
this system what Rousseau affirmed of mate-
rialists and atheists :  They say that the truth
is mever injurious to mankind, and this i3, in
17 opinion, & great proof that what they teach
is not the truth.”

Gexeva.—On Moopday, June 19, the annual
meeting oF the Geneva Missionary Society took
place at the Aanditoire. After singing and
prayer, M. Barde, the chairman, gave an intro-
ductory address. He announced thet the debt
which had burdened the Basle committee was
removed. It was reported, that without count-
ing 44 agenis in the service of foreign societies,
that of Basle has under its direction 137 mis-
sionaries, while 102 pastors occapy fixed posts,
especially among the scattered Germans in
America. The total receipts of the Genevan
committee emounted to 37,613 {fraucs, inclu-
ding 8,000 francs arising from the weekly sou
for missions. Althongh an auriliary of the
Bagle Society, the Geneva committee is inter-
ested in others, and reised 5,402 francs for that
of Patis. M. Nagle dwelt upor the impending
celebration of its jubilee by the Basle Society,
which in §fty years has sent out 430 mission-
gries from its institate. Its first year's income
was 20,000 francs, and now it receives from
700,000f. to 800,000f, snd it is out of debt. In
1834 it had not oae statiop, bot now it bas
tweniy-six, constitnting thirty-three churches.
M, Casalis, Principal of the Paris Missionary
Seminary, showed that the friends of missions
promuted the work of God at home, and be
dwelt 2pon vatious other advantages resulting
from the good work. The Bassuto mission pro-
gresses; 104 members kave been received this
Fear, and 160 persons arve candidates for ed-
mission, while 11 native catechists are em-
ployed. InTabiti, alsc, things ars encouraging;
the churches ere reorganized, the schools are
reopened, and & society has been formed there
to sid poblic instrauction. 3I. Reichel (XMora-
~ian) spoke of the grest work of his charch,
which has 323 missionaries and §3 statioas.
Among the fields to which be alluded 23 pre-
seating a cheering aspect were Sorinam and
New Holland.

QOn Taesdsay, June 20, the Bible Society held
its Sftieth anniversary in the Auditoire, under
the presidency of 3. Gautier, who gave & rapid
cketch of the society’s progress. It hes alwsys
boen bappily associated with the British and
Foreign Bible Society. Iis resounrces are limit-
ed, and it reports s deficit of from 5,000 to
&,000 francs, but it hes pnot in circalation a
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considerable number of the Scriptures, and has
aided in the printing of Bibles for the bjind.
M. Goudetl narrated some interesting fucts on
the subject of colportage,snd M. de Mearon
spoke of the work of the auxiliary society of
Lausanne on behalf of the blind. M. Casalis
testified to ths value of the Bible Society’s
labours in mission fields. M. Convers thanked
the society for its share in promoting the pub-
lication of a translation of the New Testament
for the people of Malabar.

ITary.—The Claudian Press in Florence
sdberes strictly to the rale of printing only a
pure Christian literatare, and it is s good sign
that in 1864 118 varied productions enjoyed a
large sale, some of its tracts being reprinted
and sold in large quantities by secular pub-
lishers; while clerical efforts of every kind
were, on the other hand, put forth to counter-
act its inflaemce on the public mind. The
more Gospel truth is known, the more will the
incompatibility of an alliance with Papal Rome
by & free people be felt and acknowledged, and
the more useless will appear the attempts of
the new Catholic party—the liberal priests’
mevement—represented by the Esaminafore,
and bearing the names of Savonarols, Arnoid
di Brescia, Paolo Sarpi, Scipione de’ Ricei,
Rosmini, Gioberti, Reali, and Perfetti on its
banners—to reform the Charch of Rome by
abolishing the celibacy of the priests, rendering
confessior optional, performing the services in
the vulgar tongue, and freeing the Book of God
of the Papal ban agaiast its circulation.

As it i5, Yight on these guestions is thicken-
ing. The priests bad little to do with the
greet Dante Festival which made Florence so
brilliant a few weeks ago. Norwere they even
invited—and they took umbrage at this, and s
paper war has arisen—to the holiday rejoicings
in honoar of the great poet at Ravenna, whers
his bones bave recently been discovered.
These were great civic festivals, and stood
clear of church machinery aad influences,
formerly thought an absolute necessity, in
order to gild with prestige any cause in the
eyes of the people. Milan adderes to its pro-
test of last year, and scnds no musical bands
nor soldiery to the Corpus Domini procession,
aud other Jarge towas have this year followed
its exsmple. All this, because at the national
fests in June the only dark objects in the
general illamination of the townships of Italy
are the cathedrals sod baildings occapied by
priests. Ounly the other day, the peopls of
Cagli, in the Marches, tore down the Pontifical
escatcheon from the Archbishop’s door, on the
ground that the Italian arms are never allowed
to be displayed in the Papal Ststes, noriss
vessel with the Italian flag allowed to enter
the harbour of Civita Vecchia. The statistics
of State support to the priesthood are being
looked into; for the discovery that no iessa
sum than 43,0001 sterling was speat in 1854,
according to the War-office balsnce, for expen-
s2s of worship in the” various regiments of the
Italian army, bas caused great talk of 1ate.

In January last, we spent sbout a fortaight
at B——, on our way to San Remo. Our hotel-
keeper, Mr. L——, is much interested in the
work of evangelization. He told us that there
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vas a little band of converts, amounting to,
perbaps, eighteen or tweuty, scattered in the
neighbouring valleys, who had been brought
t¢ 4 knowledge of the trath three or four years
£go, through the instrumentality of copiez of
the Scriptures brought thither by colporteurs.
They had had no external heip or teaching,
except by means of an ocecasional colportenr
since, Nevertheless, they had kept steadfast
in the faith, and met from time to time in each
other’s houses to read the Word, despite the
opposition of neighbours and friends. It was
thonght that it would be desirable to gather
together some of these poor people during our
stay, aad that I shounld read the Scriptures with
them and speak to them, as I had been accus-
tomed to do at my ova little meetingsat bome.
One of their number, who is the syndic of one
of the valleys, offered & room in his house for
the parpose, and or Sundey afternoon I went
there, accompanied by Mr. L——. About
twelve persons assembled in that little upper
chamber, and Mr. L——, at my request, apened
the meeting with prayer. I then read and
spoke on the 3rd chapter of St. John. Most of
them had Bibles and Testaments, and care-
folly looked out the passages referred to.
After Mr. L—— had closed with prayer, ke
asked if they would meet together on succeed-
ing Sondays in the same manner. Gladly and
thankfully was th2 offer accepted, and the
syndic having ofiered the use of bis room, it
was agreed that Mr. L—— should continue the
meeting regularly.

1 continue to receive from AMr. L— intera
esting accounts of the progress of the work.
At Ventimiglia grest eagerness has been man-
ifested to become possessed of the Word of God,
and when the priests tried to interfere, the peo-
ple took the part of the colporieur. He was
summoned fo appear before the authorities;
bat afler examining his papers and books, they
informed him that he was perfectly at liberty
to dispose of the books in any way that he
thought proper. He sold many to the soldiers
in the fortress. The demand for Bibles, Testa-
ments, and tracts, became very great, so that
a fresh supply from Florence was gladiy wel-
comed. The colportear began his work about
the middle of April, and on May 26 Mr. L——
writes to say that the work had incressed so
rapidly that there was urgent need for an evan-
gelist. He was then sbout to bire a room at
Ventimiglia, capable of containing 360 persons,
and ke expected the crowd weuld be great.

Graxaxt.—The Protestant Church at Con-
etsnce is preparing to erect 8 monument to the
great fererunaer of the Reformation, Johm
Huss, who was, a hundred years before Luther,
condemned apd burnt in that city. Bat, hap-
pily, it is pot a statue which this community
thinks of erecting in memory of the holy
martyr. Itisa church, of which it has much
need, that it is going to build outside the city,
a3 near as possible to the place where the pile
was reised which consumed the witness for
Jesus Christ. In the spring of this year, the
courcil of this Church published an appesl
eskiny the help of the fricnds of the Gospei,
i0 whom the memory of John Huss and Jerome
of Pragueis dear and sacred. ‘No doubt this
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appeal will be heard. The council hoped to
lay the foundation-stone of this monumental
church on the 6tk of July, 1865—that is tosay,
450 years after the death of John Hass.

Torrevr.—At Marash there is a large and
ficurishing Protestant community, with two
churches. From the first it has been very com-
mon for Turks to attend tho services in these
places of worship, but now strict orders have
come from Constantinople forbidding this. A
few Sabbaths ago, & Turkish gentleman, un-
known to the missionaries, attended one of
these services, apparently from mere curiosity,
but on leaving he was seized by the guards,
taken t{o the kouak, beaten, and afterwards
thrown ‘into prison. By another order from
Constantinople, all the Arabo-Tarkish books
of the American mission at Marash, and several
other places, have been seized by the Pashas.
These books, without exception, were printed:
at Constantinople and approved by the Govern-
ment censorship. At Adsbazar, where there
has been a flourishing Protestant community
for many yeers, thc puliic sale not only of
theee but of all other Protestant books, has
been probibited. In Constantinopie itself a
colporteur bas, within a few weeks, been
arrested several {imes and imprisoned for sell-
ing a little tract in Turkish, issued by the
American Mission, which is nothing more than
a commentary on the last verses of the 25th
chapter of Matthew, extracted from s com-
mentary on tbat Gospel, just published here
with the approval of the censorship. In Ceasa-
res, not long ago, & Protestant girl was ab-
ducted, and married by force to a gipsy, the
Pashe pretending that be did not dare to inter-
fere lest o tumuolt should be raised in the city
among the Armepians, who were engaged in
this outrageous plot. Only yesterday I learned
from the same place that the Protestants thers
were beginning to suffer from the old methods
of persecution—from false accusations, feigned
claims, forged notes, &c.—against wiaich they
can find no protection in the Torkish counrts. .

It is my impression that there is not ornly in
the interior, but in Constantinople itself, s
general revival among the Turks of the old
insolent contempt of Ghristians which prevailed
before the Crimean war. I have certainiyseen
more of this within the past six moenths than
for years before ; others have noticed the same
thing. Still, I would not mention this as any-
thing more than an impression, =3 the facts
which I bave noticed may be only accidentsl
coincidences.

If ever there were crimingls who deserved
desth, they were the mea who have just ob-
tained from the Porle 4 full and free pardon
for the Syrian massacres. Achmet Pasha, of
Damasscus, who was executed by Foad Pashs,
was an innocent men in compatison with
Kurchid Pasha, of Beyrout, and the others who
have just been pardoned. This pardon has
been granted nominally at the request of Abd-
el-Kadir, but it 3a aniversally believed here
that he has been, in reality, nothing more than
the cat's-paw of the French Ambassador. In-
deed be is Limself little more than a French
agent. He bas no iofluence with the Turks,
except that which he derives from this relation.

-
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The French are able to control their Maron-
ite population of Lebanon through their relig-
ious associations; bat the Druze and the
Mobammedan population has been much more
friendly, heretofore, to England thaa to France.
The pardon of these Druze and Turkish crimi-
nals through French influence has created
great excitement in Constantinople, and it is
Lelieved here that it will give to France the
-complete and absolute control of Mount
Lebanon.

The annual meetings of the American Mis-
sion, the Constantinople Branch of the British
-and Foreign Bible Society, and the Turkey
Branch of the Evangelical Alliance, wers held
in this city during the last week in May. The
reports from the different stations of tire Amer-
ican Mission in European and Asiatic Turkey,
except in respect to the Turkish work, were
much more favourable then they have been for
several years past. The Sabbath comgrega-
tions are everywhere increasing, and in some
places there have been interesting revivals.
The various theological and training schools
seem to be all progressing successfully, and
the desire for edncation is extending through-
out the empire. Various questions of great
interest were discussed ; among othars, whether
the higher schools of the mission should be
strictly confined to those netives having ths
ministry in view, how far native churches
skould be aided by foreign fands, what relation
shonld exist between the missionaries and the
native pastors, and what relation the salaries
of native pastors should bear to the average
incomes of thein people. It would 2ppear that
the American war had decreased the number
of young men who were willing to be mission-
aries; so that the fores of American mission-
aries in Tarkey had become very moch reduced
Ag the war is now orver, it is to be hoped that
this want will be sapplied at once.

His Excellency Sir Heary Balwer presided
at the Bible Society meeting, and made a brief
address. The meeting was well attended ; the
saddresses were of deep interest; and the report
-of the secretary very encouragiog in regard to
the work of Bible distribution, except of Turk-
ish Scriptures, the sales of which have almost
ceased since the persecutions of last year.
Rev. Dr. Riggs presided st the meeting of the
Evangelical Alliance, and the proceedings
were, as usual, very interesting.

Ixpla—From Travancore, the Rev. P. Bay-
lis, of the London Society, reports, as the
resalt of natire evangelization in villages and
by the wayside, in one division of the Neyoor
district, besides additions to most of the con-
gregations, the formation of three new ones,

}

<omprising 223 adalts, and 125 children. ;

Eleven places for devil-worship, three or foar
of which were of large size and better build

than ordinary, bave been destroyed,. with the |

fall consent of the cwners, and the implements
of worzkip, clubs, spears, &c., given up.

Lassacer A¥p Grresnaxp.—The Moravian
missionary ship Harmony left the Thames on
the 20th Jare, on her annusl voyage to Green-
land:zand Labrader. She carzied five mission-
aries, two of them, after s visit t6 Europe, re-
<arning to ths field in which they have laboured
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for & period of nineteen years, the remaining
three going out for the firat time. They were-
accompanied by two gentlemen, members of
the Society of Friends, who are desirqus of
paying a visit of Christian sympathy to the
brethren in Christ in that dreary region. A
meeting was held on board two or three days
previoug to the Harmony setting out on her
voyage, when the ship, with her precious cargo,
her crew and passengers, was commended to
the gracious care and guidance of Him whom
wiads aud warves obey; and the company pre-
sent united in praising the past mercies vouch-
safed by tbe Lord God to the little missionary
vessel which, for almost a century, has been
the instrument by which alone the ¢ymmunica-
tion has been kept up between Labrador snd
the Church at home. For.ainety-five years the
Moraviar missionary ship has performed an
aunual voyage to that dangerous and inhospi-
tacle coast (the present vessel being the ninth
that has been employed in the service), and
during all this tim> no serious accident has
ever befallen her, nor has there been any loss
of life amoug crew or passengers. In view of
this proof of God's power and mercy, the
Christian friends, assembled on the deck of the
Harmony, conld not do otherwise than praise
the Lord for His goodness, and for His wonder-
ful works to the childrer of men.

New Zsananp—A correspondent favours the
Record with private letters from the Bishop of
Waiapu and Mrs. Williams toa lady in this
country, referring to the recent catastrophes:—

From Bishop Williams.

After twenty-five years of comfortable resi-
dence in peace snd guietness, we have been
obliged to rush off at almosta moment’s notice.
The newspaper I send you of this day’s date will
give you some saccount of this horribls deln-
sion, which has been meking its way throogh
the country. It has been szt on foof, not on
eccount of its religions association, but simply
a3 e political movement, for the purpose of hind-
ing the natives together against the Govern-
ment. When they made their appearance at
Tarsngs, after the murder of Mr. Volkoer, it
was hoped that they would have heen ordered
off with the greatest expedition, but they have
used that craft and subtlety in their proceed-
ings that they have gained a footing first with
e tribe who were wavering in tkeir minds, and
then they gradeally svorked upon thoss who,
upon their first approach, were up in arms, and
ready to resist them by open force. Matlers
got worse and worse, and our own trusty
patives in the school were becoming uneasy.

I cannot bat regard this movement. as a part
of thossa fearfal events which are psssing over
the world, and which all seem to indicate ths
times of tho end. God, we know, is directing
eud accorplishiog His wiss purposes, and that
the grand consummation of all will bs the
establishment of His kingdom.

Narirz, April 6, 1885.

From 3Mrs. Williams,

I am sfraid that befors you receivs this,
newspaper rumours of an siarming character
mey bhave reached yon. I wish 1 could say
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tuere was no foundation for them ; but I fear ¢
there is reason to believe that the news about |
our poor friend, Mr. Volkner, is only too true,
and that Mr. Grace is a prisoner in the hands |
of the natives. A party of these wretched 1
fanatics, the Pai Mariri natives from the
other side of the island, bave been the instiga-
tors of the awful proceedings. |

Another party of fanatics have just acrived 4
from Whairos, to the south of us. The first :

party were sboat forty in number, the second
about 120. While they are here we cannot
but feel in some danger. Still, greater is He
that is for us than those who are against us.
God is the Rock of our strength and our refuge,
and not a hair of our beadscan be touched
without His permission. It is very sad, after
living for twenty-five years with perfect confi-
dence, to feel our foundations, as it were,
trembling under us.

Articles Selected.

LUTHER'S PICTORE, AS DRAWN BY CXNE
OF HIS FRIENDS.

I

EOW MARTIN LUTHER WAS ¥ADE PROFESSOR AT
WITTENBEBRG.

In the year 1540 & guest sat daily and not
uncbaervently at Luther’s table in Wittenverg. .
He was a man of about thirty-six; asimple ,
student, keen-eyed, eager inquisitive; genial
aund cheerful, moreover, and known to the rest |
23 & warm friend of Dr. Martin. He would |
sometimes leave the room with Jonas to.
walk in the garden, and learn what was stirring
in the Electorate: sometimes Melanchthon
would seize bim, to ask his judgment on some ;
knotty problem in the school theology; or
Bbers dwarfed figure would be seen beside
him, .as they discussed Pliny’s Natural History '

!

and the discoveries of Paracelsus. But his chief |
happiness was in listening to Luther himself|

watching his ways, following him to lectnre,
and from the lectare to the pulpit, and not so ¢
much out of blind hero worship as of a thirst |
for the trath, and a genuiae unbigoted thought- l
ful love of the man. It was one of Luther’s |
books, fallen accidentally into the hands, that
had first made the scales drop from his eyes, .
and with what glimmerings of light he thus ,
had he journeyed to the Saxon University, .
where he studied with an ardour that won the
encomiums of the senate, and where the fell |
troth took Dpossession of his soal. From this ;
Guiet bookish life he was calied to one of the
busy mining valleys of Bohemia. He taught .
and organised the parish school with all his .
might, introdoced the new \Vittenberg life and
faith, and then, after come years was seized
with & mighty longing te return to bis old col-
lege and be s learner once more. It wasan ,
age when m2n were not ashamed to be learning
all their lives, when, above all, they bad need
not to beashamed; when s man scarcely know
what he might be called to teach, and yet felt |
that above-all he must teach only what he |
koew, that he was to belp men to the same |
trath that he held in part, that till it was fally ,
known they must ail be learners together.
And so Matthesins went joyfully back to
Wittenberg, and studied, this time, not only
books, but men. The fraits of that study have
come down to us in an interesting form. When
Lautter died, Mstthesisus wrote hig life. Itis'!
tho first biography ot the Reformer—more sim- |
ple, fresh and picturesgque than any other. It

is not drawn from books, but from the life

. Luther himself furnished the materials. When

he snt at table and spoke.of his old borish days

- of the convent, and his visit to Rome, and

Tetzel, and how the great change bad come
asbout, Matthesius preserved every word. He
had himself seen tbe people of the story : his
father bad denounced Tetzel without any dainty
choice of phrase ; and he, like Lutber, a miner’s
son, had sang for his bread in the strests of
Nuremberg twith the poor scholars of his day.
Something in their outward life was the same;
something, too, in their inward; enough to
belp them to understand each otber. It izof
his friend that Matthesius thinks as he writes
he fancies himself gtill at the well-known in-
ner-table ; the leastincidents have not escaped
him. Axnd thus we gain & pictare of Luther
which i3 unique, as valuable in its way as onz
of his portraits painted by Lucas Cranach; s
tittle bard, perbaps, and stiff, but trathfal, tke-
man as he had been seen to act and speak.

He comes to tzble with a book in bhis hand ;
sometimes heavy with thonghi, and falling'in-
to deep silence that outlasts the dinner; but
mostly cheerful and eager. He asks for the’
news, and the oldest guests are the first to

; reply. Gradually tke corversation warms and

grows general. Questions are put which he an-
swers with egual readiness and knowledge ;
dizcussions take place, where he modestly

; joing, but will also break out with his-natoral

impatience of contradiction; the words that
have puzzled him in bis translation of the Bible

. are submitted to the company; and this com-

pany is cemposed of his coadjutors in the Uni-
versity, personsl friends, distingunished students

_and strangers attracted from foreign countries,

so that there often fell out, Matthesins says,
brilliant and noble discourses. Luther’s rhare
in the table talk was called by his gaests their
table-radish, swith sportive wordplay on its:

. seasozing, and his way of getting to the roots
, of things. It wae pure in a coarse time; ¢ I

havenever heard & coarse word from hislips: and®
be used to say: Heis nota man.of honourwho
spenks iil of women, rulers, or clergy:® Pio-

, testing agaiost all shams, he could not beawr

the formst complimentary speeches.of the dey.
* My dear friends,” ke said to adeputation:after
their prelimipary fourish, * what do. you
want 7 “ A christian-preacher.” ¢ I under-
stand ¢Aa?: vou shall-have one;” and ho bowed!
them. out. Matthesius leis ug hear.him comprr-
ing certain preachers to a full cask, that, when'
you tapit, runs out to the dregs ; or commend:
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those who knew when to stop. “When is that,
dear doctor 7” says s guest. * When you see the
peopla listen and quite still.” And when he
was told of a clergyman who was caught by a
nail in descending from the pulpit, he would
insist it must have been 2 punishment because
he could not stop bis sermon. He enters the
room before dinner and finds an aged clergy-
man reading one of Lis books; * God be prais-
ed,” he cries, *the Bible is ready : you need
read my books no more.” For he was ag
modest and simple as a child. Morning and
evening, and at supper he would silently pray,
asg if the old babit acquired in the cloister was
still upon him; and then say his Catechism
like any boy. At dinner he would often Ling,
and ask Matthesius to join him, or let him bear
some of the Bobemian airs. Daring .art of
that year of 1540 he related at table most of
the incidents o bis life ; troubled sometimes by
headache, vexed sometimes by others: but
always brief, pictoresque, and pleasant. “ No-
thing,” says Matthbesius, “ could be more fresh
and delightful ;¥ and we can easily imagine
his joy in the beautiful spring of that year as
Luther, Jonas, and he walked about among the
blossoms and talked as freely asthe birds sang
everhead.

Matthesius himself went back to the valley
where he had tzught his school, and ended his
days in it as a pastor. He wmnarried a wife
whom he dearly loved, lived a bappy domestic
life, and worked out faithfully an entire parish
reform. His people were miners, and he
preached to them in their own tongue of the
treasures of gold and silver and such other
metals a3 God bad stored in the earth, of the
qualifications of a spiritual miner, of the vir-
tnes and lessons of the miner's calling. He ’
wrote hymns for them to sing at their work,
poured out his own beart in pious songs, and
would sometimes make the tedious journey
across the mountaing to Wittenberg to read to i
Luther the verses that his children sang in
church. So, doing faithful parish work, and
singing hymns for the charch of Christ, he
lived auddied. The last picture webhave of bim
i3 on his way to the churchyard, to which,
with his childrer, be made solemn procession |
every year to visit the grave of bis wife, bid-
ding them think of her joysin heaven, and of |
death, and urging them and himself {o be '
faitbful. Nicholes Hermann, ihe village pre- |
centor, his old friend and fellow singer, had |
gone before him to those upper harmonies |
where his ears would be no longer vexed by .
the discord of the school children. He paced '
the beech woods alone, with sadness creeping |
over him a3 he beard from some miners cot-
tage the hymes that they two had written to-
gether with little thonght of there being sang
down sll the after ages of the cburch. The
{all bouses in the village street stood the same
ssever; but he felt the vid faces were want-
ing. One Saunday morning ke mousted the
pulpit for the last time. Whea be came down
the book dropt from his hand. “I must un-
yoke,” he aaid ; **I must go home.” And as'
they bore him to the parsonage, ‘ Not there,” |
he murmured, “but home with Jesus” They !
buried him softly among the fallen leaves in
the guiet valley of Joachimsthel, and sung j

ety
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; over him Hermann's funeral bymn, and carved

upon the stone his own epitaph, “1 have lived,
and I bave not died.”

It i3 time to allow bim to speuk for himself
and to t. 1l the story of bis teacher in bis owop
utterly simple way.

On 8t. Martin’s Eve, the 10th of November,
1483, Martin Luther was born at Eisleben in
the Hartz, of John Luther, an hoagest miner,
and Margaret his wife. John Luther had
removed from the village of Mdra by Schmal-
kald to Eisleben, where God blessed his work,
and bestowed on him two furnaces or smelling
ovens at Mansfield, so that by this honourably-
won estate he was able to bring up his litile
son. When Martin came to years of under-
standing, his fatber, with hearty prayer, sent
him to & Latin school, whera the boy learned
hia ten commandments, Chiidren's Creed, and
Lord's Prayer, with grammar and Christisn
bymns, and learmed with industry and quick-
ness, Afterwards, in his fourteenth year, his
father sent bim to Madgeburg, to a school which
wag then famous sbove most. There did the
boy, like many anather child of honourable and
well-to-do parents, sing for bis bread, singing
before the houses of the folk. Great things
must have small beginnings; and if children
are tenderly and luxuriously brought up, they
suffer for it their life long.

The year after, by direction of his parents,
Martin betook himself to Eisenach, where his
mother had friends. .As he sang there for his
bread before the doors,r devout woman took him
into ber own house, having conceived a strong
liking to bim on acconnt of his singing and his
earnest praying in church.

In the year 1501, hia dear parents sent him
to the High School at Erfurt, where tbey suop-
ported him, by God's blessing npon their hon-
ourable estate.

Here, with greaf earnestness and especial in-
dustry, be began to stody the liberal arts, and
for some time applied bumself to the stady of
the law. Although by nature of a quick
and merry spirit, yet every morning he began
his studies with earnest prayer; for he was
wont to say : ¢ Well prayed is more than balf
learned.” Moreover, he never missed a prelec-
tion, was ready to ask his teachers questions,
respectively conversed with them, and whea
there was no public lecture be always withdrew
to the University Libracy.

QCuace, 83 he looked over the books one by
one that he might learn to know them, he came
upon the Latin Bible, which he had never seen
in all hig life before. 'With great astonishment
he noticed that there were many more texts,
episties, and gospels thepein then wers read in
the ordinary devotional books or heard from
the pulpit. As be looked into the Old Testa-
ment he came upon the stories of Samuel and
Haunab which he swiftly read through with
hearty pleasure, and since it was all new to
him,he began to wish from the very botiom of his.
heart that God would sometime grant him such
s book of his owp; the which, his wish snd
sigh, was nbundantly fulfilled.

Not long afterwards, as he fell into 8 heavy
sickness, wherein be had no hope of bis life, an
aged priest visited him and spoke to bim in this
comfortsble way: “ My Bachelor, be of good
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gheer. You will not die this time : cur God
will yet make off you & great man who will
.comfort many peopie.”

In the year 1508, Martin Luther, who had
carefully studied the liberal arts, as they were
then taught in the schools, was made a Master
of Arts at Erfurt. In the end of the same year,
when one of bis companions bad been stabbed,
and a great storm and horrible thunder had
much alarmed bim, he was sirongly terrified
for the wrath of God and the Last Judgment;
so that ke made a vow with himself that he
would enter the cloister, there to serve God
and to win everlasting blessedness by cloister
hotiness. Therefore, and not out of laziness,
stapidity, or poverty, he became an Augustin-

!
|
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beenuse Dr. Staupitz bad, among other orders,
this to Jook out learned men and bring them to
Wittenberg, and because he perceived in the
man a singular ability and fervent piety, in
1508 he broughbt brother Martin to the mon-
astery at Witlenberg, where the university
bad sprung up six years before.

Hero brother Martin applied himself to the
Holy Scriptures, and began to dispule in the
High school against the sophistry that was
everywhere in vogue, and held the writing of
Prophets and Apostles, since it had proceeded
out of the mouth of God, to be higher, and
deeper, and surer, than all theology of the
schools. At all this good people did very
much marvel at the time, like that worthy

ian monk at Erfurt; yet without knowledge | Dr. Mellerstadt, who often said that there

and will of his dear father, who took it with a
deep displeasure, saying but these words to his
son :—** Take care that your fright wasnot a
cheat of the devil., Men should obey their
parenis according to the Word of God, and do
nothing without their hnowledge and counsel.”
And this was afterwards a constant pain to Dr.
Liuther until he had put off his cowl.

Before he made his profession in the cloister,
the monastery gave him at his request a Latin
Bible, which he read through with the greatest
diligence and prayer, and learned much of it
by heart. But the monkish folk were bard
upon bim, and insisted that he must be janitor

and do the common house-work; and would J

Bhave made him also & begging friar, saying,
-openly, # Tbe cloister is served by begging not

bonourable university took up the cause of its

vent” that he should be partly exempted from
the physical laboar.

IWhen he had made his profession and puton
the cowl, the monks took away the Bible from
him. Yet once Dr. Usinger, his teacher, said
to him, *Eh 7 Brother Martin. What haveyon
to do with the Bible? You ought to read the
Fathers, who have extracted the sap of trath
from the scriptores. The Bible may stir op
confusion.” So they put into his hands the
books of their teachers and sophists, which,
out of obedience, he diligently read. Yet, when
‘he bad time and opportunity, he hid bimself
in the monastery library, and held steadfastly
‘by his beloved Bible, and as a devout monk,
read the mass for fifteer yvears in the devoutest
WAy,

For all this, althongh he prayed apd stodied
-day and night in the cloister, and chastised and
emaciated himself by watching and fasting. be

was so lofty a spirit in the man that he
could not but think Luther would bring & new
style of teaching inte the schools.

In the year 1510 his “convent ¥ sent him on
business of the monastery to Rome. Thers he
saw the Pope and his profligate court, whereby
he was so greatly strengthened when afterwards
he wrote strongly against the Romish abomin-
ations, angd as he has often intimated at table,
he would not take a thousand guailders and not
have seen Rome.

In the year 1516 his vicar and “ convent”
determined that Brother Martin shonld be Doc-
tor of the Holy Secriptures. Dr. Staupitz
brought this resolution before bl under a
tree in the monastery at Wittenberg. Brother

| Martin declined it in the humblest way, and
by study.” Butas he was an honourable rwember ! among other reasons, at last alleged this, that

of the Erfurt schools, and a Master ¢f Arts, the !
| not long to live, and that they should look out

member, and begged from bis prior and * con- | more bhealthy and serviceable men for the

!

!
l
!
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he was 8 weak and sickly brother, who had

bonaur. To this last Dr. Staupitz only re-
plied, playfully, “ It is plain that our God will
soon bave much to do in heaven and on earth,
and therefore we will need many young and
working doctora. Whether we live or die,
God in His own counsel bas need of you.
Therefore do what your ‘convent’ lays updan you
ty the obedicnce you owe to me and to them.
Ag for the cost, our most gracious Blector will
pay the expense out of bis tressury "—(for -the
Elector had heard him preach, and marvelled
how rich he was in understanding, how mighty
in word).

Whercupon Brother Martin was dispatched
to Leipzig to obtain suck money from the
Electoral rent-receivers, but they kept him
waiting so long, after ancient fashon of Couris,
that he was of 8 mind to have returned with-
out the money, if bis obedience to the monas-
tery had not compelled bim to remzin. And

was continoally sad, and 'l his boldiog of ! 50 it came that Brother Martin, with such pri-
| vilege and power as Lord Maximilian, Roman
| Emperor, and the Chair of St. Peter's had

masses gave him no comfort. Then God sent
him into the monastery an aged brother for
confessor. He verily comforted him, and

granted tu the upiversity ten yearsbefore, was

directed him to the gracioux forgiveness of ! promoted to be Doctor of the Holy Scriptures

sins. Tbhis was & living comfort in our Doc-
tor's heart, as, indeed, he often took occasion
1o mention of this bis confessor.

Shortly befors this ime the Most Honourable
Elevtor, Duke Frederick of Saxony, had found-

!
!

ed the University of Wittenberg, through Dr. |
Martin Mellerstadt, and Dr. Jobn Staupitz |
(who was then placed over forty Auvgustinian ! with thixz regular and public calling, conferred

-monasteries in Meissen and Thuringia) ; and

at Wittenberg, on the day of St. Lucis, baving
publicly sworn o solemn oath on the same
Holy Scripteres and promised thal be would
study and preach them his lifelong, and wonld
defend the Christian faith agaiast all heretics,
s0 God would help bim.

Often afterwards has he comforled himself

by 50 honcurable a upiversity in the name-of
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His Imperial Masjesty and of the chsir of St
Peter's, eccording 20 the sdvice and decision of
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fartherance of hisownprinze. Forsometimes, !
when bs was timid, and wonld say, who hes -
commmznded me ? snd how cosld be snswer for
baving mede such = roise in 21} Christendom ? .
ke wou!d remenber his regular Doctor's degree
and solemn oath, =nd comfort himseli with
themn., 4npd so ke held oa urndaonted, antil be
hzd bravely carried out his work, Witk Gods .
belp, in the neme uf Christ.

XNow when this man was called to b2 = rego-
ler Doctor of 1tz Holy Scriptures, be took up
bis Holy Word with zeat apd resd it throogh
with the greatest diligence; broogh: the old
fathers snd tezebers of the charch to his kelp,
thet be might vodersiend =nd explain 1be
Tord; and spplied kimself to the Greek and
Hebrew tongees, learnicg both with diligence,
thet be might drew kis docitinas frem the
right foantein. Moreoves, =2 the instexce of
his sopperiors, Le commenced to Te=d azd 20
preach, and wrots many comforizbie letters to
2nuxious souls, 2dmopishing them omi of the
Holy Scriptares.

About this tims, the excellent Dr. Joka
Regchiin, of Plorzhein, made some stin, not
being zble 10 consent i:ag, ot the instipation
of Plefferkamn, the bhaptized Jew, s2nd the
Grznd Izqo. siion 2t Colegze, the Hebrew
books shonld be burned, since a2 conld in o
way do withoa: Hebrew books ia Christendom,
for the Sight aad blessed tadessiznding of the
Propbets. When Lather w=es 2sked his opia-
302 of Reachlia by cerixia good friends, be =p-
plaaded him ia this bosizess. Srssmcs, 2lso, of
Rotierdem, who bxd made some stay =21 Rome,
ceme forward with writings, I which be at-
tacked the unspiritnel ctamacier and life of the
clesgy, =ad sirove 1o raise op =gaia the study
of laagueges, and the wholesome teaching of
the schoolz. JMezawhils Dr. Lnther %eld on
iz way, and in 201 bis Iectores trested chiels
of this gaestion, whether it is ont of the Holy
Scripiares or from tbe godless beatbens—Atis-
totle and the guesTeliing Sephists—1ihat we cnn
Jezzn the troe f2ith —20 Yive &2 Christizn 2mé 20
die B2ppy ? For this be was czied downass
beresic, and condemsed by many. 25 i be e
spised =il high schools 2zd leammed men, be-
cauze be would 2ave the word of Jesws Christ
alcde peotssery to faith and a good com-
scence.  But =lthozgd bis brethren, acd (e
moaks of other crders, oppesed ki, they coxld
bring sp polting agxinst Bim and his fixed
principles. He broke down =1l opposition with
taz Eoly Scsipteres.

About ihis time the Blector of Saxozy, wio
B2d beea 0 the Holy Land, founded & new
Sif?, ia the name of AllSaioix inkiscastle cf
Witteabesg, and bereia be gathened selics of
evesy sot.  Aad when, o ks exd, Dr. Stan-
Pitz w35 33t jaio the Nethesiands to Seich *
selizs oui of a cermaiz momastesT, Mania
Luther was clnrged with the oFoe of vicar
=pd with visitation of the Acgusiizien mooss-
iesiss. So, for a Xoe, be bore kis witness froxm
clossier 10 cloistes, heped 1o esizbiish schools,
and Trged Tpoa all those xound M to ciemte
{0 the Bidle, xad 20 live hols, peracesble ad
charte lives.

CHUzCZ.

in the year 1516, while Lather was visiting
the monks, Jobn Tet=ei so!d Romish iodeui-
geaces for money on German soil ; 2nd this ke
did by order of certain bishoms who songht to
pey for their eniscopal robes by this indulgence
money. He s : forth Lkis indrigence wares a2
liaterhock, twenty miles from Wittenberg, acd
went about with great pomp. This grece of
idolgence is tbe grate wherebs we are recon-
oled witk God. witkont feeling need, T3¢, soo-
oW, or repentence for sip, if orly a man bas
bought bis ssfely leuter of the Pope; for so
s00a =5 the peany chinks in the moaey-box,
tbe so0l deparis from pusgeters 10 meaves.

So, 25 Tetzel boldly exiroiled his fracds,
{tere ran much peodle o the icdelgezce fair.
and would parchese grece aed boy elernal Lile
with their mones. Thea Dr. Lather in kbis
moeesiery began to wamn bis besrers ageinst
these indolgecnces: and izaghs, =t 8rst with
great moderziion, that pocr people wouid co
better to give elms after Cinst's coasmazdrmment
tken to porchase such uncerizia grace for
meney. He who repents 2l bis i, 2ad torms
10 God with 21! kis heart, odizins the hesveais
freoe end forgivemess of all sins whkich ibe
Lord CLrist bath parelased for us through His
diced, and oFess to Gs through greee alone.
Wherenpoa be began to herdle these things
aizo at the University ceatioasiy, and siwass
gooandicg what he s=id oa the words of the
Praphets 2nd Aposties

When this came to the indulgence-deslesr,
who bariered Roman letters and seels forgood
gresclen 2nd fotins (=t Freiberg slone he ob-
tained ten thousand Borias in two Says), Tetsel
began 1o curse end i0 swear, and 20 covlri
Dz, Luther 25 an stchberetic.  Sat Lother at-
tacked Eim ia the name f God, sad tecght
with con8dence 1hat suc* 1aduigence is s Can-
geoTs cheat. So conienlica Tas rxirzed be-
tween Do Ltber 2ud Tetzel, the wiich, ndecd,
a3 £r51, Do. Luther did aot Xizéle, 3t ozly
sotght it the mailer might be mote Sroom-
iagiv hendled, vo that e great zame of the
Pope, toder whose sutbonty tbe mdcigeace
=25 meocizimed, might pot be siandered. Far
it did en comeesn the piots moak o meinlaln
the bozosT and lofiness of e Rexich Pope.

Bt when Tetzel and kis RUlswess defonded
their adsurcities by Rosman and episoopal ast
$ity, Dr. Luther was cousinxined, by his omtdh:
and kis doctor’s degror, o i propositions acd
theses xgeinst Joha Teizel, and afl =ho wese
iz the rame boat with ki, ané on 1be éxy of
Chzrcd-fer tival to £x them ¢a the czstlle charch
at Witleobesy, and 0 point them @ 211 waicd
Exppeed oa the lxst of Ocloder, 1517 JAad
thos Bz begaa: 9 0z7 Lotd zad Master Jests
Clsist a3, * Reprny, o7 the kingdomof heaven
is 2t k224"  And the sam of Aisdocitine wes
kal - the righicons does zot live by kis woeks,
oot by the law, mach less by the Romnndy In-
dzlgener, bat by fxith in Chiist JesTs™

Ia Lttle moce then forsicen dayy, this dispaie
sgwead throcgh all Gesmany, sd sooa reached
Rome, 32d peotiseted to all Egh scboois and
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wmonssteries. Pious monks who thought to be
beppy in the cloister, welcomed this short
tract with gladness; a3, for example, .t was
said of pioes Dr. Fleck, that he cried ab for
io5, acd seid, “Ho! ho! be will do it. .e1is
come for whom we have waited so long.” But
s3 meny &5 bad fed to the <loister for good

living and bonour and repate, began to 2base

and write ageinst Dr. Lather,

Now when Luther saw and kessd thet
Tetzel’s indnlgences were defended, and that
the comfortzble doctirine cf true repeatmmce
aad remission of sins was fought agzinst, he
went to the Archdishop of Mayvence, who had

ited soch indolgencs wares, end to the

Bishop of Brarndenosrg, to whose diocese

the charch 224 school of Witteaberg belonged,
2ud i them, in tke homblest war, 25 s
commoa plain doctor of the Holy Senipilares,
they would repress this scendslocs trade, lest
it shoald be 1o tke prejadice of the Charch.
Xo zaswer came from the Archbdiskop; bat the
B3bop of Bracdeabwrg, 10 whom Do Lather
24 2130 writlen, 2nswered et b2 skocld stay
stll; the matier was weights.

Thea Dr. Luther sivod op, and pabliciy pre-
ached 223 wrote against the indalgences, sod
teaght whet is troe Ciristian  repentance,
whereby & a0 s righteoss before God; =ad
seat these sitmozs, Witk expasition of the ten
Coxm=azdmen?s, 1o the priater. Thereds ke
kizdled & mighiy £re, and ssmmozed sagziast
Eimself whatever was greator clever ot fzarmed.
Bat the troth saared up oa bigh, 0 that maoy
exatileat 2ad also leataed Dea applacied this
docirine, 233 belped to fartber it by their
tz2cking ==d thelr riliags.

Aboagt this e, Dr.jokn Rexchlin, the man
O lexraed i the Greek and Hebrew toagses,
2t the greciocs Cesire of Bledlor Frederick,
seat &is consn Philip Nelanchibhon, of Breties,
ia the Pizliz, to Wittezbesyg, &8 2 Projessor of
f.atin, the2is, 25 be writes ia kis letters, vk
God’s belp, 0 form 2 pew school of the Loemd
anis. Maay exesilent podpie Cnew to s
Fouag man (he was then HIT twesnty-1wo veass
odyead beand him with plzasane: for be was
=ct oaly = drililanl teacher of the Wogae, bat
wwith great gentleness be belped (o oppose the
TaShsinian texcless: and whatl Dr. Laotker
Srozght oot somewhat mave fUlly iz bis sermozs
233 wWrkagy, St be tessely expoesied with
exciasss 23 soand moderxiion.

Iz the yess 1518 the Empeser Maximilien
beld a Dee2 at Aogsiary, which was alvo visdled
by Candizal Cajeinn 23 reptesesialite o bis
pepal Holiaess, Ee sosghz that Lother =igat
e doosgit to Rome, wiere bis becetical doe-
trine cold be parged. Bot the wise Bletiss
Predesick of Saxony estesed into egoiiaticas
with the NRomith ambeselor. Sace the dis-
tasce wWxs goest, tnd the jooroey o Rowme
pesstoas, Luther shorid be beand a2 degidery,
i permizsica wese atlowad him w0 lezve the
Dt Tids wxs grasied ; 50 Do Lather west oa
{00l 10 Acgrbury, commpended by the Hlecios
to the cosnzd] and good Sends. These wox-
desed a2 bis dasicp, 1323 be cooe 1o Acgsdog
withon: e3coct; =»d bede Bim Temain in »
Dovesesy, whee be lodged ooul they td fo-
~aced 2 free and spfo ooadace fovr Kim fos2
heir lecd, the

-
-
-
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Luther to himself through a messeager, Dr.

Urb=anags, of Montferrat, who came ridieg with

two servants. But Luther refused his bidding,
. and awaited the decision of the Bmperor; so
that the messenger that had often celled upon
aim s2id, “Do you mean that princes and
lords will take you up, and defesd you ageinst
the see of Rome? Where will you lie =nd
abide safe ¥ Dr. Lotker gmave a shert joyfel
answer. ¢“Under Heaven!” Soon after the
sefe coadact came, 50 ke 2apeared before the
Cardieel in ell humility 2nd respecifaleess,
=5 bis frisnds bed =lresdy insirecied bim.

Then the papel legate spoke with friencly
words, 2od ofered fevour snd grest edvazce-
mept to Dr. Louther if ke would ornly retract
whet he had Mitherto disputed, wriitzn snd
pre=chad abont izdoigence a2nd repentesce.
D:. Lotker intimated that with 2}l his beerd
ke world willingly €o this, xod move, 23 far =5
tr was coaviaced by the Word of God that bhe
hed teozbt watrcth. Thereupon Csjstan lsid
beiote bim 2 pessege ot of the Penzl cecoves,
by which be wocld prove o him tkat be b2d
taught Hereticellr. Bat when D:. Lather truiy
sxpizined the words of the Fope, 2ud cemon-
stresd how ihe legzte bad consirmed ihem,
ceme they for Sve saccessive dsys together, In

ba rregence of many lexrnsd men. Csjetan
sccused Lutker of texching two manifest bere-
513, in that be hed altzcked the Papal ivdal-
gences, and moreover txnght that the Hely
Szezameat ¢ocld pot b righily received with-
o3t persozmi faitk. These i+ mast retrael.
D:. Lotker woald pot =224 cocid net, beozzee
be had 7ood and certzin grosads for his tezch-
ing in God's Word and e lestimony of the
holy fathers. X few éays 2fler; be set ol
hix kis f2ith, In x special trmet.

Bat wben the legate dad no suceess, and,
mored theredy, wouid have seat his adversasy
awa¥r, Lother tarried yet sosme Cays, and thexn
wTole two letlers to the Candinal, wherein be
explained &is meeding, 20d 1233 before aolery
and witness a farmmsl appezl to e Pope. And
althozgh X~ wes orged from taoF sices to
poexch—far every ore joesxd i 10 set and
bear Eim—be genatly dst stexdily sefesed.
Wien the legate made no acswer to Do
Lzider’s wiltizgs, the long stience stemned sus-
RCoRs (o many ffencs, so that they feared evil
desigz=s. Dr. S:avpitz therefone procored Bim
a bosse © the Comncdl ¢f Acgiberg anaged ovt-
sider, who koew the toeds; and Mo Giais-
topber Lazgemente]l Deiped Eim by 2ight
tkrocgh & br-gate of tbe toxm. T £73t day
he rode gkt mTes: afterwards satvewhal
siowes; x4 jorrzeriag I Netemberg, whithes
Dz, Staxpizz ad preceded him, bappily roeched
Wikeaberg, Whea s legate heand that Do,
Lother Ezd deparied; be wes vy waalelzl,
and wrole the Bieclor of Sixoay m bot lellern,
whirein be demaaded 3zt Loiber shoeid be
seat W0 Romae, o at lexst hosled oot of
Saxont. Sach toerpecied issue of the Batier
at Aggsburg made the peacexbiz EBileclor 50
aaxions, that at £531 be thoagit of geatly dis-
wixtag Dr. Lotk Be bkad Bim spokan o
about this, yet al lic sacae Umer wesly
‘| cokcsciled Eim not to $o to Frazce. whitks

' Meanwhile the papzl legate invited Dr.
t
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Dr. Luther in his high esteem for the Univer- *
sity of Paris would have betaken himself.

But the Rlector soon grew braver, and when
ha had reaw Luther’s thorough answer to the
legate’s azensation, he replied with emjhasis
tbat the Cardinal's demand was unnecessary,
since Lauther wes in no way convicted of
heresy, and offered to submit him to an impar-
tisl examination in Germany. Elector Frede-
rick was confirmed in this opinion not only by
the University of Wittenberg, which boldly |
stood by Lutker s its most bonourable mem-
ber, bat by his desarest friend, Lewrence von
Bibre, the edmirs! Bishop of Warzberg, who
wrote to him, “ Your Love wonld surely not
=llow vions Dz, Martin to depart; for it wonld
b2 doing kim an injustice.” And Emperor
Maxirilian himself, who had suffered much all |
his life from Popes, said to the Elector by bis i
councillor Degenhard Peffinger, * He shonld
by sl meer- preserse the moak. He might de-
perd oz it 1. re would be need of nim.” Soon
after, the Emparor died. By costem Elector
Frederickt tr camz charged with imperial daties
in Lower QGermany, and he wes thereby {
xble to take op Luther's canse the moteé power-
fally.

It was ol lopg, however, tili Pope Leo made
a new ésorer, whenein, withont reference to
Luther, ke oonfiizmed Eis induigence, =nd de-
creed ‘fthat it siould be beld the grestest |
trezsure of Christendom™ Wkherenpen Dr. i
Lather appesled from the Pops 10 3 foee, gene-
=1, snd Christian couzal.

When the Pope saw that be could not sup-
press Dr. Lutber's Jovonrs and resclote tesching
by power, he despatched his chamberlain,
Charles vou Miltitz, to the Electer of Saxoay,
a9d sent with him =2 Golden rose which be had
biessed 2t Mid-lent. Wb him, moreover, be
sent letters, wherein he Tegawred ibst the
Hlecior should send Dr. Luther to Tloms, or at
Iz2st 20 longer tolemste him in kis Electorsts.
But Muititz foand little beed, and dzred not so
much 23 present the roee to 1be Elector. Yet
at Altezbarg be was permitied to heve 20 in-
tertiew with Dr. Lutber: wherein the said
dozior conzented thxt e wosld reftain from
fariler controTersy, Frovioed s oppenentsdid
the same ; and that ke wonld, sccording tothe
Word of God, appear in Gersman tersitory be-
fore ceriain bishops. “If they hed ozle let
his writings go free they wonld long ago bave
sank iato siience, =od &is song would bave
boen stog and everyoody tived of T He was
aow willing to €0 =il and to soffer all;, so th=t
only be might bave no ocession to rise mp

in; for be would kxve notking o do with
recaniing.  With this Mtz wes well pleased,
x0d parted Gom Dr. Lauther with the greslest
friendlinesy and with good hope. Luthereven
saffered himoell 2o be perstaded {o write xgein
with all reverence 10 the Pope.  Bat the ume
*33 come that the follr of the sdversasy shoald
be maxde known, zad theredore gente treat-
meat 0ozld have no infioence in the mattern

For pow with great &z fell into the dirpule
Dr. Joha Bck of Bavaris, and asseiled Lmber's
doctrine of troe repeatance, and defended the
Pope’s iadulgence ; whesefoce be assoged o .
dispaisticy with Dr. Lutber =t Leipsic, snd .
brougdt Em a safe condoel. The theclogyof -

" of God.
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the schools had been already overturned by

. the Word of God; ard after this Leipsic con-

ference, the authority of the Pope began to

. decline in many he=rtz; especially when Dr.

Luther had openly testified that Jesus Christ is
the only head of Catholic Christendem.
It is true that manpy writers, both German

" and Ttalien, come forward in the wake of Dr.

Eck, and defended the Popes snthority by
help of the old teachers, or as they ssv, with
the Jong spear 2nd the short word of custom.
But Dr. Luther, who before bad only questioned
the papal power, and would willingly have
helped to sustain =2nd reform it, was now con-
vinced by the plain Word of God that the Pope
of Rome. whom everrbody bed Leld for = god
vpon esarth, bad made Christezdom submit to
him by force. A bock of Lewrence Valls, on
the =npposed doznstien of tke Emperor Con-
stantine, and wkich the knigbht, Clrich wvon
Huotten, knd jost priated, gave him much light
on this point. Soin the year 1520, ke stiacked
with grest earnesiness and zeal the soversignty
of the Pope, sud the swfal power be exercizes
in excommanication. Ssen after, by Gods
Werd, Be threw to the ground moenastic Tows,
celibucr, snd adove =11, the Winkelnesze. For
ke wrote himself to Pope Leo tbe blessed book

" on Christian Liberty, whercin be proved ont of

God's Word thet we were bound to obey the
ralers and 21l secclar government howsoever
it be wisely ordered over 1and and prople, body
aznd estate, for the sake of the Lord Jesus Chrisy,
who himself, by His Word confrmed the
secular power, and honcured it by His obe-
dience. Bot the iowsard and new tean isen un-
bound znd free mean, owing no ere than the
obedience of his body, whose sonl 2and con-
scieace can b seized by no buman ordinence
against Gods Werd., Fer Christ our Lexd,
wio frees ©s from sin =nd death, doth also free
the hesris and conseiences of the beptized 2nd
faithfol, co that ther owe no cbedience to 2ny
boman statoe wherehy men wonld estsblish

, divine worship and srticles of faith, and belp

the soni fo etesnal Hife. Ard 25 s citizen of
22 cartkly kingdom swears obediences, and does
komage to its governers, its orderand iis laws,
50 au¥ ot baplirad into the kingdom of &ith
oders the Word of God alone.  Christisn free-
doma lexds 1o 1h3s, that a baptized member of
the Chureh of Cizist owes cbedience to no
txman ondinance thal oppoves the plain Word
In Apsii, 1520, Dr. Latkes wrole to
Pope Leo upon these two articles, with 3 nodle
frefase, wherein be ofered 20 ober in ali thxt
e Pope ciarped npon bim, if oaly b2 were
ol zsked D recant any doctrine wkich be
confrmed by the Word of Jesos Christe—z word
tkxt wes net to be constroed snd jodped by
brman wisdom.

In this year 2350 Dr. Lather wrole &5 beok
oa Bxcommunication aod the Sabyvlenieh Cap-
Uvilr.  And, be himrelfl tells how, ss dar by
day thiags grew clexrer, be zxsailed the forged

. worship of God in its entirely, and tsught thet

Jesos Christ Bad estsblisbed the wdale Supper
of the Lord,xod praved that the entire szereent

. of the body axd blood of the Lord wonid be

restored 0 the feitMel., Dr. Bck, boweres,
bxd ziteched bimelf to the chair of S2 Peler’s,
and prrecred a horzidle Boll apeizet Lether.
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As soon as this Bull reached Germany, Dr. | But Erasmus declined, 2nd is reported to bave
Luther defended those plain articles which | said, that one leaflet written by Lother was of
were condemned therein &3 heresy. And | more account than sll Thomas Aquinas.
because the most worthy Ring of Spein, Lord Then when at Louvain angd other universities
Charles, wasnewly elecied Roman Emperor, Dr. | 2né mobasteries Lutbher’s books were attacked
Luther wrote to that noble spirit, of whom he | with red fire, the Spirit of God same upon him, so
always thonght well, aud besought bim with | that he had a great fire kindled at Wittenberg
the most bumble prayer that he would not | before the Elstergate, on the 10th December,
saffer himself tc be influencad by ontery of ; 1520, into which be cast the canonical books
wanton people, nor suffer his doctrine to be | of the Pope and his Bull, with these words,
coademned without trisl. Moreover be was ; © Because, thon godless book, thou has affliztsd
induced to repeat his former appealtoa free | the Lord’s saints, be thou afflicted and con-
end Christian council, and wrote a pamphlet | sumed in everlesting fire.”
addresssed to all secalar powers. l The day efter, Dr. Luther exhorted his hear-
Meanwhile Martinus and Alexander arrived | ers, as long o3 they lived, to avoid sll books
2t Cologne, with letters from Roms, wherein | of the Court of Rome, snd to live steadfastly
the Pope once more demanded of the Elector | by the Gospel of Jeses Christ, in faith and 2
of Saxony that be shonld burn Luther’s book, | good conscience. He also published s pamphlet,
make him a prisoner, and sand him tc Rome. | in which ke showed on whet grounds he had
But tke worthy Elector met the Pope's messen- | publicly burned the Pope's books—namely,
gers with skilfal answers, so that they conld | that in St Paul's time, 23 is to be resd in the
zliege nothing in reply. o they betook them- | Acts of tbe Aposties, ninsteenth chapter, the
selves to higher places, and sougbt to eatice | godless books were burned; and as be was =
and move the Emperor to root ont Lather's | Christian, a regular Doctor, who had sworn
docizice with the sword. The Emperor, how- | upon the Holy Scriptures, snd en ordained
ever, made them apswer thst he wonld first | preacher, his Christianity, bis beplismal vows,
speek with Lis cousin, the Elector of Saxony. | bis Doctor's degree, his oath, his ofice, and his
Upen this, the Papal Embsssy cofsred to | conscience constrained him to help in extirpe-
Erasmus of Rotierdsm s rich bishopric if ha | ting, or =t the le=st combating, godless and
would enier the lists to write against Luther. | beretical books.

Sablath Beadimgs.

THBE GOOD OLIVE-TREE. ! siranger. There are far more palms in the
Rom. xi. 24 ! Gesert of Sinei than in sl Palestine ; an0d if the
- sons of Irtael are to be represented =5 sitting
T i5 ot by chance, aad itis § down under that iree, it must be in solitede,
not for nolhing, that tke | under some desert paim.  The tree of victory
olive-tree still Sourishes =il ¢ is no longer hers.
over Palestioe. The vine ! Tet the olive-tree still lives and thrives snd
Y growssesntily, save in a few pla- | yields its ancient fataess, thoogh, from went
ces, sach zs the hills sroand | of hands snd capiial, not to the same extent o3
Hebron, where ths spies once | in former days. You £ind it =roznd Hebron,
gethered, more than three thoo- | and still more plentifolly arournd Bethichem,
saad years ago, the clusters of | both oa hill snd hollow. You see it wasing
Eschol. The fig-tree is not, a5 | to the wind, with .tsaliernate greenand silver,
d oace it was, =bundant every- ; on the beights of Beit-jalahk. You&rd it sround
where. The cadar hes well-nigh vanished frown § Jerosziem 2od Betbany; and theskepey, vene-
Lebanon. The palm bas gone, ssve bere and | rable olives of Getksemene and the vale of the
tiere, where in spite of neglect it shools vp its | Kedroa are memorials of a Dove fruitful age, <3
2all stem, 20d waTes its symesding top to the  well a5 remembdrazeess of Bim who these koelt
san by day 20d o the moon by night. There | and cried 2nd swexted great drops of blood, in
i5n0t 2 palm now In or aroazd Jericho, the  the agony of Bis awful tris}, when on His way
city of pelm-trees, Jertsslem has oanly three | to Golgothw
&7 four, and these but poorsad stunted,wnfit to | Sappose you sit down under one of thess old
faraish with branches & multitude sach s that, | olives,—=ay on some calm =iternoos,— with
who, whea they beasd of the spprozch of Jesus | oriental sunshine filliag the sky 04 Ystening
g0 Jernsalem, *look branches of palm-irecs, ! on exch olive-leafl Yoz seo at onca that the
2nd went forth to moet Him, crying, Hoszonx' | tree ix very old It is pesheps oae of those
{John xit. 13). There st one or two in the | which bave three or four stems, all of them
plain of Esdrzelon, oxe or two by the Sex of | veaersbls, cach n goodly © ve in itself, It mast
Calilee, 22d & {ew aloug the sea-cosst, froma | bxve been cat down 2ges ago and shot op
Sidoa dowa to Gxax ; bat the palm caa no loa- | apain, four stems fron the ons old root.  You
ges bo the represeatztive of Tsteel or Istaels | remember that Tilos oot dowa every tmme
land, and the Sgure of Joden 1efd sitting sadly | sround the city, and you plesse yourself with
uoder ber skxdowing palm Is oaly & memorial | the thooght that this was cae of the very traes
of the past, of winmphs 2ad glosies to whick for | in Getksemane ander which the Sxviour prayed
more than eighicen centuries she has been a | cut over by the Romaa sxe, bot revived again.




300

Yon look bexneath you, and you see the crimson
anemone Springing up as the grain, and you
call to mind the great drops of blood falling
down to the ground. On the one side of you
there rises the wall of the city, and on the
other the Mount of Olives, ctill sprinkled
over with its favourite tree. As youn
sit, some tartle-doves takes refuge in the bran-
ches above you, and yon remember the words,
¢ The voice of the turile is Leard in our land.
No hum of crowds is heard, for Israel's aigh-
ways are silent, and her fields are deseried ; a
shepberd with a few sheep passes across the
valley ; a solitary Arab is finding his wav along
the road to Anita, or up the hill to Kefr-et Tur,
on the top of the hill, or along the sloge to the
Bethzny rood, past the wall of the Latin Gethse-
mane ; or some dweller in the city on his way
bomeward to the St Stephen’s gate, up the
rough sscent.

“Thus you sit and meditate. What spot more
favourable, riore fittted to suggest interesting
as well as holy thought ? some of it dark, somz
of it bright. Past, present, and futuie come
before the eye in connection with that olive
which now forms your shadow from the heat.
The past, the present, the future of Isrsel come
up to view, s you look up alternatively to
Jerusalern 2nd Olivey, with thet volume open
on your kmee, in which it is written con-
cerning the pas!, ‘Hapry art thou, O Isrsel,
who is like into thee, 2 people saved by the
Lord ¥ concerning the present, ‘Zion shall be
ploughed as a field, and Jerusalem sbhall become
heaps, and the moctntain of the house es the
bigh places of tke forest,” concerning .ibe

Julure, tAweke, awake ; put on 1hy strengih,

O Zion ; put on thy beactiful garments, O Jern-
salem, the holy eity. . .
from the dust ; aris, sit down, O Jernsalem :
Jocse thyself wrom the bands of thy neck, O
ceptive daughter of Zion?

In the olive we find cne of the most inde-
structible of trees. It clings to 2aJand or to a
-district with intense tenacits, and even when
Ieft to itself does not easily die ont. Cutit
down, it shoots op, apd out of ose root come
many stems. We do not wonder at seeing it
<ling to Iizfy or Greee, for there are hands to
cultivate it ; but itis rearvellous that, with so
tittle tillage, and so meny discouragements; it
<hbould still cling 10 Palestine. Yet here itis,
striking its roots decp into the rocks, taking
ghelier beneath that vers robbish that would
witker op everF other tree. Trre type of Isrxel!
whese roots are in the barren rock, =nd whem
€he pations of ike carth have in vain tred to
extirpate, not odly from Pslestine but from

ike face of the world. Wkat nation is like !

this, so mysteriously indestruciivle ? Every
axe brs been lifted agafnst it,—Assyrian,
Bsbylonian, Persian, Grecian, Roman, Sars-
cen, Egyplisn,—and strekes without nomber,
that bave teverbersted throngh the world, have
descended on its mxssive stem; but there 7t
glands, facing enemies, storms, lightoing, per-
secuticn, conterpt, baired, torture, oppres-

sion for sges ; striding its roots deeper and

deeper, spreading its  braoches wider and
wider; of all that crown the orchard or the
Eill o7 the vale, the one insradicable tree, the
ozt icdomilable naticn; drirg yeiliving, scet-

. Shake thyself
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tered yet nnited. Driven from its own land
and metropglis, it can call every city of earth
its own ! Like tLe persecnied Church of God,
it has, to use another figure, come successively
under the hammers of the nations, and it has
shattered them all. Strike on, strike on, said
one of our Reformers to a persecuting prince ;
—the Church is an envil that has worn ont
many hemmers. So has itbeen with Israel. It
has worn out & hundred hammers, it will wear
out a hundred more, itself unbroken, unworn.

But in the olire we find froitfulness and fat-
ness. The olive-berry a2nd the oil-olive are
Ypown over all theearth ; and even atthe pre-
sent day, Pzlestine, unable to consume ber
olive produce, exports it tootherlapds. Israel
is the fruitful natiop, with enoegh for itself, and
cnongh for others. ‘Israel shail blossom and
bud, end 6ll the face of the world with froit
Bethlehem-Ephreteh and the hills of Ephraim
still show their ancient fruitfulness, and are
still specimezs of theland and cation whose
symbel is the fruitful olive. Istael's pastis
froitfulness, her present is barrenness ; bot ber
fotare is to be fruitfulness again, greater fruit-
fulress than jn the day of her yoeth. ‘Her
fruit skall shake like Lebarion, and they of tke
city sh=ll fourish like grass of the earth.’ Fruit-
fol days for Palestine, fivitfol dars for the
earth, are pledged 10 vs in this symbol of 1he
goodly olive-tree, whose root ic Messish, whese
stem i3 Abraham, whose braaches are Israel,
under which the Gentiles shall yet sit down,
and {.om which they shall gather endless froit.

Bat this olive speaks of peace and security,
end deliverance from the judgments of God.
Long before Isr=el’s @2y the olive-branch is
mentioned. It was with this inits mouth that
the dove returned to No=b, snnouncing the
abstement of the swaters; and proclsiming a
delivered earth. In subsequent agesit was the
symbol of peace snd reconcliistion. Arnd as
we sit bere in Gethsemacne uoder its skede, we
call to mind Him wko is our pesce, Him who
hath delivered usfrem the wrath to come, Him
who bath sccomplisbed the reconciliation be-
tween 0s and God. Wercejoice in the gospel as
the olive-branch brought tu us by the heavenly
Dove, 10 tell of rescoe frem judgment, of the
flood past, of danger at 2n end, of forgiveness
and cveriasting life.  The olise is rot indeed
the palm. Buatstill itis the olire. The palm
is triunzh, but et the olive is ptace ; and that
1s onr porticn row. In heaven it is the palm,
not the olive, jor 2H is triumph there. The
olive i3 no longer needed where there is no
bresch, no danger, no wrath. Batibe prim is
Foader, for it is the day of trinmph and the land
of victory. The grea: multitude is seea with
white robes and pzlms in their hands.

But this olive is the tree of oil, end Israel
Xnew no oil but that of her own olive. 1t was
this oil that Jacot poured uvpon his stone; it
was with this oil that ke coleavened cakes
were tempered ; it was this oil that covered
tkement-cfering ; it was this oil that was used
I sacrifice ; it wes with this oil that ths tem-
ple lamps were supplied ; it was with this oil
1bat kings and priests were ancinted ; it was
this cil that was the symbol of the Holy Ghost ;
it was from this oit 1bat Messiah took His name,

! tke Anointed Oz, 2nd Istsel, ss-Bis peopleis
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called the anointed people (Isa.x. 27). Itis
from this oil that the symbol i3 taken 1n refer-
ence to the saints, ¢ Ye have an unction from
the Holy One ; and itis to this oil that allusion
is made in the parable of the wise and foolish
virgins. What a tres must Israel’s olive be
when it can fornish material for such varied
use, and for sach significant symbols, not only
for Israel, bat for Mecsiah, and for the Church
of God!

It is interesting to notice how much this tree
was used in Israel’s temple service. The lamp
of the holy place was tc be fed with  pare oil-
olive beaten for the light’ (Bx. xxwii. 20). The
cherabim which Solomon made for the temple,
in addition to those formerly in the tsbernacle,
were of clive-tree, covered with gold ; the two
doors were made of olive-tree, and the posts of
olive-tree () Kings vi. 23, 31, 33). Thus, as
the shittim wes the tree of the desert and the
{abernacle, so the olive was (no less than the
cedar) the tree of the Jand and the temple.

How many symbols-and figares are construct-
ed by-tke prophets out of this treel Zechariah
sees in vision two olive-trees, tswo sons of oil,
two olive-branches, emptring their golden oil
into the bowls; and John ia the Revelation
takes up the symbo), ¢ These are the two olive-
trees standing before the God of the ear:d’
{Rev. xi. 4). ‘His beaoty, says Hosea of
Israel, ¢ shall be a5 -the olive-tree’ (Hos. xiv. §).
¢ The Lord celled thy name-a green olive-tree,
says Jeremish (xi. 16). ‘I am like & greea
olive-tree in the house of God, says David
(Ps.1ii. 8). * Thy children shall be like ofive-
plants (shoots) ronnd about thy table, (Ps.
cxxviit. 8). *The wicked shall ¢ cast off his
flower as the olive' (Job xv. 33); and Israel,
in the dsy of trapsgression and judgment,
shall be *ss the shaking of an olive-tree’
(Isa. xvii. 6, xxiv, 13).

These are some of the figures which the
Apostle Paul bad in view when he compares
Igrael to the good olive, and the Gentile to the
wild olive, graffed in contrary to nature ioto
the good olive-trec.

Thusg, sitting under this old olive, this repre-
sentative of Israel =25 2 nation, snd musiog
over all these figares framed ovt of the olive,
we think upen the past, the present, and the
fatare of this nation, and of their city, <lose
beneath whose castern wall we are resung.

Jerusaiem’s past, Jerosrlem's present, Jeru-
selem’s fature, sl come up into vies.

As to the past, it is strangely mixed with
evil and good, from the days of llelchizedek.
Salem, Jebag, Jerusslem, Aelis, the Holy Ciy,
—tkese bave been its names.  War-and peace,
shame and glorF, the siege and the deliversnce,
the overthrow and theupbailding, the rain and
the splecdour, the enlargement and the con-
traction, the liberty and the bondage,~=zll
these bss Jerusalem known, not once, nor
twice, but meoy times, ageafter age. Amorite,
Hittite, and Jebusite; Assyrian, Babyloniag,
Persian, Grecian, Bgyptian, Roman, doslem,
with the varions netions of Burope and Asis,
bave all becu here.  Seventeen desolstions hms
it endored, wave afler wave rcshing over its
walls and towers. No city of carth, 2ot cven
Rome, hes endured shek-calamities or passed
through such a3 oF change.
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Its present condition i3 one of degradation
and wretchedness. bShe retains few traces of
bher former self, save in ber hills and valleys,
which, in spite of all changes, remaip the same.
There is Olivet still, though bald and gray,
with its few olives sprinkled here and there.
There is the valley of the Kedron stil], with
Gethsemane, and Hinnon, and Akeldama, and
Siloam ; and tombs, Jewish, Moslem, Christian,
sprinkled everywhere. Bui its walls and
bulwarks, its gates and towers and palaces,
bow different from what they were in the days
of Solomon, or Hezekiah, or the Maccabees, or
Berud! Massive strnes, bere and there, built
in'o the walis, tell the story of other days.
Its pools, within and without, carry us back to
the davs of Jewish kings. Bot tho city itself
is sh..velled up into meagreness. It stands
upon the ruins of itself. Zion isplooghed 2s &
field. The hoases of joy in the joyouscity are
gone. The temple has passed eway, and all
that tells you of its stateliness are these vast
stones in the western wall, where, every Fri-
day aflernoon, the ponr Jew comes to weep.
Its songs have become silent; its altar no
longer buras; its streets are poor and narrow ;
its buyers and scllers are few ; the shout of its
maoltitndes has ceased. ‘How doth the city
sit-solitary that was full of people; bow is she
become s3 a widow, she that was great among
the nations and princess among the provinces;
bow is she become tributary * She is ¢ trodden
down of the Centiles, until the times of the
Gentiles are fnlfilled.’

But Jernsalem has a fatore, 2nd one such as
belongs to no other city upon earth. After
passing through woes and desolations unparal-
leled, she erises from the dust, clothes herself
with ber beautifal garments, and puts on her
crown once more. The uncircumcised and the
unclean are purged out of her; ber sons and
daoghters retarn to her from the ends of the
earth; she dofis her widow’s weeds, and, mar-
ried to her long-absent husband, to whom she
had proved so unfaithful, ske takes her place
8s queen of the watons, metropolis of the
world, the joy of the whole earth. What a
day shall that be for her when ber walls shali
be rebuilt, her gates replaced, her pslaces
restored, Ler King in the midst of ber, and the
glory of the Lord her canopy and her defence !

‘ i\{h, xl:,cva-h then
er light agmain,
Jergszlm shall miss,
For the Lamb shall ker light,
Filing her with bliss.’

tAnd the ransomed of the Lord shall return
and-come 10 Zion with sungs, and everlasiing
joy upon their heads: they shall obiain joy
and gladoess; and sorrow and sighing shall
fce eway”

But, like Jerusalem, Ist2el has 8 past, & pre-
sent, and a fature of no ordinary kind. Like
her oxvn olives, she rooted hesse!fin Palestise,
and for ages waved her green branches on
cvery valley and bill. From the day thst,
uader the lezdership of Joshra, she passed over
Jordan, and 1ook possession of itin the name
of tbe Lord God .of Abszham and Iseac and
Jacab, till the ime when Jerusalem feli; snd
her 4emple was 1aid on kesps, and her people
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were led forth into captivily by Titus and his
Romans, she held the land. For fifteen cen-
taries, in spite of reverses, defeats, invasions,
captivities, she could call it hers. But fromn
that awful day,—that fatal ninth of Ab,—
which she still, in all parts of the world, com-
Tonemorates in sackcloth,—she has been an exile
and an outecast; & nation without a city ora
country or a home; increasing in numbers,
unmingled with the nations (the Goyim, whom
she still looks upon es an inferior race) ; draw-
ing to herself the gold and silver of earth, she
is stitl homeless; with s proad sense of her
past diznity, and a vague impression of en
importance in reserve for her in the history,
not of Burope only, but of the world.

Yes; we acknowledge a fature for Israel ; for
God has revealed it. We anticipate for them
inflaence, bonour, naticnal elevation, becsuse
God’s promise embodies these, and His purpose
rezpecting the nations in the latter days
requires these. For the Church there is the
heavealy glory ;for Israel, the earthly,—earthly
but not carnal ; and while in the glory of these
coming days 2ll ngtions shall share, to iIsrael
shall be given pre-eminence in glory, s she
bas had for so many ages pre-eminence in
shame. The goodly olire-tree, which wes ap-
Tooted from its native soil, and had its leaves
and braaches scattered over earth, has miraca-
loosly retained its life ; and when transpisnted
from the Gentile desert, to which it has never
-become acclimatized, end wkere it has never
been able to fiourish, into its own valleys
again, shall strike root at once, as if recog-
nising ths soil, and send out its branches ail
over the old land with s vigour and a verdare
far beyond what the best of its past ages bas
witnessed. Israel's light skhsll come; the
glory of the Lord shall rise npon ber. The
son3 of the stranger shall baild up her walls,
and their kings shall minister unto her. The
glory of Liebanon shali come unto her; the fir-
tree, 2od the pine-tree, aod the box together,
15 bezulify the place of her sanctaary. Her
sua shall ao more go dowa, neither shall her
mooa withdraw itself; for the Lord shall be
her everlssiing light, snd thes days of her
Tmooraing shall b2 ended.

Heanwhile the remusat, sccordiag to the
election of grace, is being gathered in ont of
every nation. Aed for thisend itis that we
preach to the Jew the gospel of the grace of
Go3, the good news concerning Him whom his
fathers slew and hanged oa & trae.

Ve koow how hard it i3 to win o Jewish
Leart to Christ. Israsl still rejects Messish.
I{e comes unto Hi3s own, and Hi3 own raceives
Him not. Their heart i3 hardened; the veil iz
on their faces; they will not look on Him of
whom their prophetis spoke, and whom their
fathers slew. e have seen the Jew in maoy
a Geatile city ; wa have s2ex him in Jerusalem;
we have seen him in Rome; we have ssea him
in his syasgogae on Mount Zioa ; we have seen
him st the wailing-places, oa the westarn wall
of his tuined temple ; we have s2ea him bary-
jag bis dead among the tombs of his fathers in
the valley of Jehoshaphat ;—aad we have foand
him the same everywhere,—ascessible, yet im-
peaelrsbls ; not, like ths Romasnist, the victim
of creduplity, bat the prey of unbelief, yat of
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unbelief professing to rest itself upon a frue
basis,—viz. the history of bis fathers, end the
Scriptures of truth. That wondrous histo
and that divine word are the refuges of their
uabelief, from whichit is so difficult to dislodge
them. In vain you take them back to the
past, and show them how much has been ful-
filled of their Scriptures in Jesus of Nazareth:
they appeal to the future, and show you how
much is unfulfilled.

Hence the necessity, in dealing with a Jew,
to have right views of Israel's future. In vain
you arguae with him, if you shut ap that, angd
allow bhim no national future. His prophets
are so full of that, that you seem to him as one
that mocks, or as a denier of Scripture, if you
tell him that the present history of the Church
is Israel's fulure ; that Zior and Jerusalem and
Israel are only Zion and Jerusalem and Israel

; in so far as the curse and tke jedgment and

the scattering are concerned; bat that in so
far as the blessing and the restoration are con-
cerned, these names arerepresentatives of that
Gentile body celled tke Charch, or of individ-
ual saints. How can we reason with a Jew
when we thes cat his prophets in twain,
mystifying his faith snd hope, dealing arbitra-
rily with his Scriptures, literalizing his past,
bnt spiritualizing his fature ?

The present age is s worshipper of power,—
simple power, apart from right sad troth.
Hence the encouragement given to Romanism;
the pallintion of its past enormities and pre-
sent intolerance are acknowledgments of its
power. Were its numbers reduced, swere two
or three continental kings and kingdoms to fall
away, its pride, dogmatism, mummery, would
be iadignenty resented by kings, emperors,
statesmen, and people; and ity " theatrical
worship, its barleguin dresses, its bowings,
crossings, kneelings, would, instead of finding
imitstorssmongst us, meet oaly with mockery;
nor woald its jsil-convents, its womsan-traps
called oratories, its socisties, geilds, and other
treasonable associations, be recogaised a3 som-
patible with religioa or freedom, or even with
what i3 called the liberality 2od enlightenment
of the age. Bat these are the agencies or ut-
terances of a system which has power at its
back, and therefora they are to bo treated with
deference. Were some small sect to adopt the
teath part of the fuoleries, or utter the tenth
part of the arrogances which are daily paraded
by the Church of Roms, it would bacoms a
series gaz3tion with the Legislstare whether it
ought to bs tolerated ia the land.

Iscael bas no sach power at its back, and
thersfore the age gives them none of its homage.
Ststesmea do not thiok it worth their whils to
court or to fatter them. The worshippers of
power are not oa the side of Isreel.

Another thing that ezalts Romsnism, and
palliztes its hideous pretensions, is its history,
—its ‘magaificent histo.y,’ as it has beexz
cailed. I3 history is indesd that of the city
of Roms= itself; for, having absocbad into itself
all the paganism of pro-Christian ages, it sag-
gests to those who walk the streots of the
eternsl city, and gazs apon its charches coa-
stracted out of psgan temples adoraed with
the marbtle colonosdes of heathenism, in which
ars czlebreted the old festivals of idolatry
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ander Christian names, that the history of the
Church of Rome is that of the Latin nation and
the eternsal city. Bepeath the sbadow of this
wondrous history, a Romanist sits down with
esultatior, and even an infidel with some feel- |
ing akin to wonder, if not to faith; and by it |
has many a Protestant felt himself for & moment '
overawed, especially as that history is not a |
mere thing of past ages, but siill moving on in !
scmething of its ancient greatness.

Bot with Israel it is different. They havesa '
history no doubt; and ome of unparalleled !
splendour,—a history of greater length; for !
Abrabam left Gr of the Chaldees twelve hun- !
dred years before Romulus was sackled by the |
wolf on the Palatine; a history of truer gran-
deur, made up of miracles znd revelation, and
patriotism and holy doings, such 23 no other :
nation can tell of. Butit isa peculiar one: !
baving no brilliance, no bulk in the eye of the |
world, its influence has been =l invisible, not |
a recognised power. The snrrounding nations '
depreciated Israel, and the great empires of '
Greece and Rome held them in ridicale : their |
territories Were mparrow, they maintained no :

i
i

armies, sent out no colonies, cultivated no com-~
merce, cared for no foreign sympethies: their
whole system, n=ay, their existence, was a pro-
test against the religion of every other people,
great or small. Their bistory 1o us is the sub-
limest and most marvellous that has yet been '
written down; but its greatness was an invis- !
ibility to every eye but that of faitb. And then !
we may add, that its history bas been inter- !
rupted for now eighteen handred years; the |
thread bas been broken, and the fragments of *
it fo=t all over Christendom. :

Yet, in spite of all this, we may well call
their history a noble one. A magnificert past
hes been theirs ; they have a more wagnificent |
fature in reserve. The Rowanist, when pressed !
in argument, falls back on the history of his |
Ckurch, and takes refoge there sgainst all |
conviction. A Church with such a history, |
such an aacestry, must be toe trae one.  More !
truly might a Jew do this; ard indecd he does |
it. He clings to the past, his own wondrous j
past; and when that does not avail him suffi- ’
ciently, he betakes himself to the futare. There
he entrenches bimself. And no woader;: for
there is no futare like his in magnitade and
glory. Hitherto his has not been s command-
ing position among the kingdoms of earth; it
shall be so cre long. His bas not yet been the
dowminant racs ; it shall beso in the sges to
come. The worshippers of power shail yet
have ample scope for their worship. The ad-
mirers of & great history, and s noble socestry,
end a successful dypasty, shall be satisfed.
The bossters of apostolical sunccession shall
find themselves cvershadowed by & nation, all
whose sons shsll be holy, who * shell be named
z.;hedpxricsts of the Lord, the ministers of our

od.

Isracl’s present unbelief leans on his mar-
vcllous past; snd when drivea from the iatter,
takes refoge in his more marvellons fatare. If
we wonld desl snccessfully with bim, we must
bandle both of these wisely. A frenk recog-
nition of Jewish hope and Jewish history is the
best dissrmament of Jewish prejudice. As

bonest interpreters of these we shall be listened
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to; but as deniers of a national future to the
sons of Abraham, as appropriators of their
prophecies to the Gentile Church, as refusers

| of a place to them in the world's glorious

future, we shall find but the closed ear and
perhaps the mocking lip. *Who are you,’ the
dark-eyed Rabbi would say, ¢ that you should
call yourselvey Israel, and your Charch Zion;
denying to us the name and city of our fathers;
grasping for yourselves hopes and promisez
thut were meant for us; absorbing into what
you call the Church of the future, our glorious
future; leaving us no heritage, no patrimony,
and scarce any blessing but some fragments of
Geantile alms ?

Let us approach the Jew as believers in the
past and future history of his nation; for such
surely, as Chbristian men, we are. We shall
then be in & position to reason with them out
of their Scriptures, as Paul did in hiz hired
house at Rome, ! expoanding and testifying the
Lingdom of God;’ bearirg witness to the suf-
ferings of (the) Christ, and to the glory that
is to follow ; showing them that this duality in
Messiah’s work (at which they now stumble)
is the very thing of which their prophets spoke.
Not two Messiahs, as their Rabbis tell them—
one of Judah, one of Joseph, but one Messiab.
Ons Messiah, with a twofold work, a twofold
character, and a twofold advent.

e tell them of the glory to be revealed—
the glory for Istael, as well as for the Geatile
we obscure none of Isrsel’s Lopes, nor abate
aught of Isreel’s honour. But we tcll them
that Megsizah hes come ; that the work which
saves is done ; that the blood of the great burnt-
offering has been shed; and that in receiving
the testimony of Jehovah their God to all this,
they beco.ne sons of God in a higher sense than
they have ever imagined. We expound to them
the true meaning of their own past histors,
their own temple service, their own aitar, their
own mercy-sest, their own priesthood. We
take them dowan into the depths of these, show-
ing them wonders in all of them which they
never dreamt of, and bringing out & fulness of
love and grace from them, fitted above all
things to penpetratle impenctrable bearts. Thos
we deal with them, bringing home to them tbis
great point—that everything concerning their
past or fotare centres in Jesus of Nazareth;
and that in denying Him, they are misinter-
preting their own history, obliterating their
expectations as sons of Isracl, the nation whom
God has chosen for His own. -

But whetber they believe or believe not, the
future of their nation remeins the same. The
generation of murmurers perished iu the wild-
erness, but Canasn remasined still the land
which God had sworn to the nation; for the
gifts and calling of God are without repentance.
So Istael's latter-dsy glory is sure, though
every Jew now living should reject Jesus. It
will come, though =2il Judaism should oppose
it, though all Gentiles should protest sgainst
it, though all potentates, ecclesiasticsl snd
civil, should confederate to obstruct it. It will
come, ard the world shail sec it. The good
clive shall be replanted in its ancient valleys,
=nd sball re-flourish in its aative soil. Israel
shall blossom and bud, and 11 the face of the
world with fruit.
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BLOSSOMS.

R E ye not tired, O sweet and timid things?
;&. Not tired of laviching your fragrance round ?
So soft and white — like noiseless angel-wings —
Ye flutter down and cover all the ground.

O blossoms ! do ye know that human feet

Will trample on your sweetness, heeding not
The gentleness which looketh up to greet

The beauty which hath marked the lowly spot ?

Do ye not know that human hearts will pass,
Nor stop to gather up your sweetzoss there ?

Yet human eyes will miss you on the grass,
And let you lie so lone, so meek, so fair ?

And will ye still so lavishly breathe out

Your fragrance in this chill and thankless air ?
Will ye still cast your sweetness all about,

And let your beauty lie unheeded there ?

O blossoms ! 7 am tired ! Kind blossoms, hear !
1, oo, have breathed forth sweetness all around;
I, too, have flung heart-ireasures, year by year,
And there they lie unheeded on the ground !

These human feet bave trampled on my love;
These human hearts have shut my sunshine ont;

And eyes have missed me —looking more above—
And left my soul-wealth scattered all about !

O sweet and tender blossoms | must I still,
Like you, give ont and look for no return ?

So — humbly, freely workisg God's great will,
I'll only seek his loving smile to cam.



