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THE PRESBYTERIAN,

ARCH, 1864.

THE manazement of The Presbyterian
owes much to the numerous contnbutors
who are manifesting their interest in the

ublication by forwarding communications.
]iitzle difficulty is experienced in filling the
space to be disposed of with readable mat-
ter ; in fact, the chief difficulty experienced
of late lies in the want of room, even with
an increased number of pages at our dispo-
sal. lu these circumstances we express the
hope that writers will endeavour to make
their communications as shori as my be,
consistently with the elucidation of thr
subjects. Iu a periodical such as this, the
effort must be to give variety rather than
long, exhaustive articles on any single to-
pic.  As a rule it is better to make several
brief communications with separate head-
ings than one long onwe, even though the
points discussed are closely related. These
remarks will explain to some of our con-
tributors the reason of the distribution and
condensation processes to which their pa-
pers are occasionilly subjected, and will we
hope commend themselves as satisfactory.
Itis in vain to lay down any absolute
rigid ru'e in the matter, and indeed a good
paper might be spoiled by division; but
1n the major.ty of cases,we 1aust now follow
the course just indica‘ed, both in order to
secure a feature which is of imporiance, and
to accommodate our contributors who,
though increasing, are net more numerous
vet than we desire.

We must call the special attention of
those to whose obliging kindness we are
indebted for The News of ousr Church, t
the necessity of brevity in this d-partinent.
The desire is to make this periodical, from
month to month, the medium of every item
of int-liigence respecting the Church which
15 worthy of preservation.  Whatever cls
may be excluded nothing of this kind <hounld
be left ont. But we presume the object is
gained and our realers aresatisfied when a
simple statement of the leading fact i~ re-

oonded. The newsof our Church should be

achronicle of passing events, and not a
collection of long paragraphs about presen-
tations, soirees, the opening of churches
and the examination of Sabbath Schools.
It is very well to notice these ; detailed ac-
counts can only interest a local few. It may
be said that we have this matter in our
own hands. So we have; but w wish to
save the time required of us for emenda-
tion, and the tim~ of vur contributors in
writing what is likely to drop betwe-n the
editor and the printer.  We wish also to
state once for all, the reason why lengthy
comwunications on such matters as are
now alluded 10, do not see the light excep!
in a very curtailed form.

THE first Sabbath of April having been
appointed by the Synod for a collection
in aid of the Bursary Fund, it is earnestly
hoped that a liberal response will be
given to the call then to be made. The
prezent state of the Fund is far from satis-
factory, and yet there is no scheme of the
Church which deserves a more cordial sup-
port. Many pious and talented young men
are in a great measure dependent on it for
defraving their necessary expens:s. Al
though they may iabour unremittingly dur-
ring the stunmer mon'hs as schoo! teachers
or missi.manes, the pecuniary profits of such
Libour are ra~ely alequate for their main-
tenance during the cnsuing session, and too
often they are unab'e to retarn to College
at the rezu'ar perinds, thas protracting
th-ir Divinity cour-e over four or five yeurs
instead of three. This d-lay in their en-
trance upon the dnties of the ininistry is
areatly 10 be reareited, when there is such
pressing need of ia sreased z¢al and antivity
on our partin the cause of [Tome Missions,
unless we wonld ser ourselves far oatdis-
tanced by sister Churches, in the ¥lorious
work of giving the preius gospel to those
of our fellow-countrymen who are withong
Christiae ordinances, The Bursary¥and
has received one hundred dollass from the’
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receipts for The Presbyterian ; but itis still
greatly in arrears, as there are upwards of
twenty students who will require to be aid-
ed by it this winter. It is therefore hop-
ed that all our congregations will give in
proportion as God has prospered them ; and
especially that those ministers, who, while
themselves at Queen’s University were ena-
bled to pursue their studies by the aid de-
rived from Bursaries, will not be unmindful
of the timely assistance thus afforded them,
but will prove their remembrance of it by
stirringup their congregations to contribute
liberally to this valuable scheme: Remit-
tances are to be addressed to John Paton,
Esq., Kingston.

EXPERIENCE hasshown that annual
Sabbath collections for each of the Schemes
cannot generally be depended on as a re-
liable means of sustaining them. However
this may be accounted for, it is quite plain
that some other means must be used in
pearly all our congregations or the Schemes
must languish.  The micerable result
of such collections is surely not to be
regarded as a true index either of the sense
of duty or the interest in the work of our
Church which our people feel. The diffi-
culty is probably pot in destitution of
means, even in the poorest congregation,
por is it in an absolute want of liberality,
but rather in the lack of a deeply felt per-
sonal interest. Among remedies which
might be proposed, we suggcst one which
will tend both to promote an interest in
the work of the church, and an increase
ot funds. This plan is particulaily appli-
cable to towns and villages. The existenre
of a Ladics' Society or Association will
facilitate the working of the plan. Cou-
sidering the many ways in which such a
society can benefit the Church, itis exceed-
ingly desirable that there should be one
formed in every congregation.

Instead of theoretically describing the
plan suggested, an actual case will best
make it plain. It was adopted a vear ago
in a small congregntion, very weak both in
pumbers and in pecuniary abihty. The
primary object in view was to raise 850 for
the Home Mision. A Ladies’ Society,
being in exi-tenue, took the management.
Four committees of two ladies each visited
the people who attend the church, de<crib-
ed to them the Schemesytheir management.
&c., and ascertained what amount each
peison was willing to contribute monthly
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thus obtained with subscriptions ranging
from 5 to 25 cents Six small books, about
4 by 3 inches, were then prepared, just
large enough on two pages to have a co-
lumn on the left for the names, then one
for the amount of subscription, and 12
narro® columns to enter the monthly pay-
ments. The whole list was divided into
six according to the locality of the subscrib-
ers, and one of these small lists was en-
tered in each bock. Six of the larger
children of the Sabbath School were then
engaged as collectors, name and authority
being inscribed in the book.  On the first
Saturday of each month they call on their
subscribers, obtain their contributions, and
report to the Treasurer who keeps a larger
book of the same fotm, and enters the
payments as received. The interest in the
matter is thus kept up, and the regulanty
of the collector’s visit promotes punctuality
in the payments. A few who do not wish
to be called on wmounthly, make an annual
subscription payable to the Treasurer
directly.

Where there is not 2 Ladies’ Society the
work might be done by the session or
managers. In the country it would be
difficult to get the collecting done regular-
ly. Perhaps there it would be well to have
small books or cards left with each family
when far apart, or with two or three fam-
ilies when living near;—returns to be
made quarterly. In this case it is desirable
that all the members of families should
contribnte to excite the interest of the
childien in the church’s work.

In the instance referred to, besides 850
for the Home Mission, a sum was raised for
the other Schemes, far larger than could
have been realized a'togetlier by church
collections.  Tne plan is earnestly recom-
mended to the cousideration of our min-
irters and people generally.  We attach
very great importanoe to the Schemes of
the church, and by consequence to syste-
matic effortin their behalf. Confident that
the best interests of the churci. are invol-
ved in their virrorous maintenance, we shall
be clad to receive suggestions which may
be useful to congreations.

WE are pleased to see that donations
of suitable books continue to find thar
way to the Library of Queens College.
A list will be found among our adver-
tisements.  This is a very simple but also
a very useful method of benefiting the

for their support. A list of 66 names was ! University.
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Febos of onr Chure).

PRESBYTERIES.

MoNTREAL.~—At the ordinary meetingon 3d.
alt. were present the Revs. J. Cameron, Moder-
ator, A. Wallace, F. P. Sym, W. Snodgrass,
J. Patterson, J. Black, and W. Darrach, Minis-
ters; A. Morris, Esq.,, M. P. P, and J. Green-
shields, Esq., £lders. The Revs. W. Coclirane
and J. Fraser, Missionaries, read interestiag re-
ports of their labours at Elgin and Griffintown
respectively, and were appoinied to the same
fields till meeting in May. Mr. Morris, for Com-
mittee on St. Gabriel street Church property,
gave details of a compromise respecting said
property; the Presbytery while holding that
the Church and Manse were and are the pro-
perty of the Church of Scotiand in Canada, do
not teecl disposed to take any steps to prevent
the compromise being effected.  Collections
for Ministers’ Widows' and Orphans’ Fund were
reported from St. Andrew's Montreal, Hun-
tingdon, Beaubarnois, St. Paul's Montreal, and
Hemmiogford. Mr. Snodgrass reported, on
behalf of the Home Mission Commitee, that
the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper was
dispensed at Laprairie by tbe Rev. Mr. Dar-
rach on the 31st Jany., with the usual servi-
ces before and after suited to the occasion. As
to 8 union between Atbelstane and Elgin, the
Presbytery, baving specially considered their
minutes bearing thercon, agree to record tneir
hope that the Elgin Station willin the course of
Divine Providence become a self sustaining
Congregation, and their desire and determina-
tion to do what they can, from time to time,
with a view tothat end. Session Records were
<alled for, and those of St. Paul’s, Montreal, and
Chatham were produced and attested as care-
fully and correctly kept. Inreference to a com-
munication from the corresponding Secretary of
Queen's College Missionary Association, Mr.
Darrach was empowered to engage a Mission-
ary for Laprairie, and Mr. Black, for the Aug-
mentadon of Grenville and parts adjacent, if
they find the people there willing to give adequ-
ate support. There was read a letter from the
Rev. Professor Mowat, reminding members of
the Synod’s colltction for the Bursary Scheme
on first Sabbath of April next.

GLENGARY.—This reverend Court met in St.
John’s Church, Cornwall, on the 3rdult, Rev.
John Darroch, M. A., Lochiel, Moderator.
was announced that the Rev. Colin Grigor, for-
merly & member of Presbytery, and for some
years past aretired cler, man, died at his re-
sidence, L'Orignal, on 9th January, and the
Clerk was instructed to make intimation of the
same to the Board of Temporalitics, and also to
that of the Miuisters Widows' and Orphans
Fund. At the suggestion of Dr. Urqubart, the
Clerk and Mr. Mair were appointed a committee
to draw up a report on the subject of the Mis-
sionary Mectings, recently held under the auspi-
ceg of the Presbytery, to be submitted to next
ordinary meeting.  The Presbytery agreed to
record their high sense of the services rendered
by James Croil, Esq., of Archerficld, at these

It

Meetings, and through the Moderator, to ex-
press to him their deeyest gratitude for his able
advocacy of the claims of the Presbytery’s Mis-
gion. The Clerk was instructed to acknow-
lege receipt of & communication from the Cor-
responding Secretary of the Missionary Asso-
ciation of Queen’s University, and to intimate
that the Presbytery are prepared to engage one
Gaelic and one English speaking Catechist. A
petition was read from the Congregation of
North Plan‘agenet, praying the Presbytery to
appoint one or more of their number to dis-
pense the Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper
amongst them, and also to ordain to the Eider-
ship certain individuals named in petition. A
Committee, consisting of the Moderator, Messra
Watson and Mair, with Mr. Dingwall, Elder,
were appointed 10 hold a Missionary Meeting
in the Church lately erected at the Mission Sta-
tion, in the Towaship of Roxboro’, on Wednes-
day, 24th February, and also to visit North
Plantagenet for the same purpose on the follow-
ing day, with the discretionary power of after-
wards ordaining Elders, and dispensing the
Communior. The following appointments for
Divine Service were made—at Alexandria, by
Mr. Darroch, on 3rd Sabbath of February ; at
Winchester, by Mr. Mair, on 1lst Sabbath of
March; and at Dalbouse Mills, by Mr. Darrock
on 2d Sabbath of March, and by Mr. Watsea
on 4th Sabbath of March.

It wasenjoined that all Sessional Records hs
produced for examination at next ordinary
meeting to be held (D. V.) at Corawall on the
first Wednesday of May.

RexFREW.—-AtSt. Andrew's Chureh, Arnprior,
5th Jan, this Presbytery met, Revd. Alexander
Mann, Moderator. Nine wembers were present.
This is the third meeting of the Court,and though
the number of members is small it promises to
work well. There is one vacant charge, that of
Douglas, within the bounds. MrJ. K. McMoriage,
Probationer, now employed in that field, gave
an interesting account of his labours. Itiss
wide fieid ¢ ripe for the harvest,” end it is hoped
that the young Missionary may be permanently
placed in it. Still further up the Ouawa there
is room for expansion, and it i3 hoped that
in a few years sceveral new charges will be ad-
ded to the Presbytery. With some alierations
the Presbytery agreed 1o sustain the Form of
process for the settling of ministers. Section
1, clause 1., seemed the must objectionable ag
unaccessarily retarding Inductions.

CONGRECATIONS.

St. AxprEw'S, MoxTREAL.—From & printed
abstract of the receipts and expenditure of the
managers of this cougregation for 1863, we are
pleased to see thatits pecuniary aflairs are in
a prosperous and encouraging siate. The total
receipts were 3612859 and the expenditure
amounted to $5655.30.  The ordinary collec-
tions realized $1286 §6—the specinl collections
for the Ministers’ Widows', the Rursary, and

Home Mission Funds brought $254. Duriug the
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past year the congregation undertook the sup-
port of an assistant minister, and in order to
obtain the necessary means as well as to equal-
ize the income and the expenditure, a large
number of the members resolved to contribute
stated weekly sums. This plan has been quite
s guccess, and the committes appointed by the
Congregution to prepare the abstract were par-
ticularly directed to draw the attention of the
members, to the advantages that have already
resulted from its adoption.

Sr. Axprew's, HamiLton.—The reports of the
managers for the years 1862 and 1863, issued1n
» very neat printed form, contain full and ex-
plicit statements of their intromissions. In
1862 the income from all sources was $3176.56,
the expenditure $2728.52—the details show-
ing a very considerable increase on the several
receipts as compared with those .of 1861. In
1863 the income was $3230.15, the expendi-
ture $3058.02. ,The detailed statement shows a
decrease in the receipts, which the managersac-
count for by (1) the abandonment of the
Ladies' monthly collection scheme without a
sufficient substitute; (2) a very considerable
excess in the receipts of 1862 over those pro-
perly belonging toit; (3) a slight diminution in
the Sabbath collections. The payment of
accounts not properly belonging to the year,
leaves a much gmaller bnlance than would
have been in hand hadthe expenditure been con-
fined to the year's expenses. The total number
of sittings Jet is 406, but many parties attend
without paying pew rent. © [t was hoped,” say
the managers, ** from the large audiences
brought together in the church during the lat-
ter part of 1862 and the beginning of 1863, that
an increased demand for sittings would have
taken place. No improvement, however, is ob-
served, either in the number of pews let, or in
the Sunday collections.”

Appended is a report from the Secretary of
the Sabbath School Teachers’ Society, from
which we are glad to hear of progress. In the
congregational School are 16 teachers, being
an increase of one for the year, and 203 scholars
on the roll, with an average attendance of 122,
the increase in the former being 32, and in the
latter 47. In the Migsion School are 100 scho-
1ars with an average attendance of ¢8, and 10
teachers being an increase of 2 for the vear.
The collestions for school and missionary nur-
poses amounted to $76.63. Iustead of a daily
collection taken from the school at large, each
class has i1s own roissionary box, anc the
children vie with one another in their liberality.
During the past year the largest amount was
raised by the infant class,which of course makes
it imperative upon one of the other classes to ex-
cel during the prescat year. For some time the
Schinol has supported two Indian Orphans in
conncction with the Juvenile Mi-sion Scheme.
Tbe children bave been greatly afilicted at
hearing recently of the death of one and the re-
moval of the other by her parents. The anni-
versary Soiree of the School was held on the
evcning of the 15th Jan., when about 240 chil-
dren were present.  The Rer. R. Burnet, Min-
igter of the Church, presided. Suiiadle ad-
dresses were delivered by the Minister, A. Mil-
roy, Esq, and Judge Logic, Elders, and by Mr.,
Leggat, Superintendent.
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Partn.—The Anaual Missionary Mesting of
the congregation of St. Andrew’s Church was
held on the 12th Jan. Addresges were deliver-
ed by the Rev. Messrs. Duncan, Mylne, Mec-
Morine, Clark, and Wilson. From the Report
of the year it appeared that $231.62 had been
contributed for Missionary purpases, of which
$73.29 was appropriated to the French Cana-
dian Mission; $20.60 to the Bursary Fund;
$52.62 to the Home Mission; $40 to the Jew-
ish and Foreign Mission ; $17.55 to the Widow's
and Orphang’ Fund ; and $26 to the support of
Orpbans in India. A choir, under ths leader-
ship of J. W. Adams, contributed not a little to.
the interest of the proceedings,

Wrstueara.—On Sabbath, the 17th Jan., a
new Church, erected by this congregation,was
formally opened by the Rev. D. Morrison of
Brockville who preached a very able and ap-
propriate sermon on the occasion. The Church
i3 cupable of seating about tbree hundred. On
the day referred to it was crowded to the door.
The Sucrament of the Supper was dispensed by
the Minister of the Congregation—the Rev. H.
Cameron. The services throughout were of a
most solemnizing kind, well calculated to beget
holy feelings in the hearts of the worshippers.
The collections amounted to $77.

Litcurizp.—0On Sabbath 17th Jan. the Res.
D. Morrison of Brockville officiated at the open-
ing of the new Church, and at the close of the
ordinary service assisted by the minister, Rev.
Joseph Evans, M.A., in the dispensation of
the Lord's Supper. To Mr. Evang the
people in that district owe much. He is
unwearied in bis labours and most success-
ful in his management of the young. His
charge lies through several townships amongst
a sparse population, to a great extent ouly
newly gathered in from the world. The new
church is a neat edifice and capable of seating
about three bundred—expenses all met except
some £45,

ALxoxTE—A new Church (Rev. J. McMo-
rine's) was opened at Almonte, on the 10th Jan
under most favourable auspices. The Rev.
Messrs, Inglis, Kingston, J. K. McMorine, son
of the minister, and W. C. Clark, Middlerille,
addressed a very large audience. The build-
ing, a beautiful stone structure, is capable of
holding about four hundred, and is nearly free
of debt.

TucrLOW.—A new Church was opened on
Sabbath the 31st of Jan. Tha Rev. A. Walker,
of Belleville, and the Rev. Prof. Mowat, preach-
ed 1o crowded congregations. The church
which i3 on a commanding site, is a very neat
and comfortable building, with a handsome
spire. It is seated for about 250 persons, and
cost $1800, only one sixth of which is unpaid,
the remainder having been contributed by the
residents with a very little external aid.

The erection of the church illusirates the
usefulness of the summer labours of our stu-
dents, and shows how much the busiest of our
settied ministers may do to promote the inter-
ests of destitut» loculitics in their neighbour-
hood. Since his arrival the Rev. Mr. Walker
of Belleville, besides preacliog twice in his
own church, often held a third service at Thur-
low, and made frequent pastoral visits on week
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days. In May, 1862, a regular migsion wa3 un-
dertaken. Mr. James McCaul, Student of Divi-
nity, was engaged by the Presbytery of Kings-
ton ag Missionary for Thurlow and Roslin, and
during the last two summers, he laboured with
go much prudence, faithfulness and acceptabi-
lity, that, chiefly throngh his instrumeatality,
a church has been built, two Sabbath Schools
with 15 teachers and upward of 90 scholars
hawe been established, and 60 families have
professed their adherence to our church, and
their anxious degire to enjoy the privilege of a
stated ministry.

Bzavuarnols.—A bazaar and sciree were
keld in the Town Hall on the 11th and 12th ult.
which proved eminently successful. The pro-
ceeds amounted to over 3550 after paying ex-
penses, and are to be devoted to church pur-

poses.

QUEEN'S COLLEGE.

MexTiNG o7 TuUSTEES.—A meeting of the
Board of Trustees of Queen’s College was held
on the 9th ult. There were 18 mer bers present,
viz , Honble. J. Hamilton, Judge Malloch,Judge
Logie, Drs. Mathieson, Urqubart, and Wil-
liamson ; Rev. Messrs. Inglis, Morrison, Spence,
McMorine, Bell; Messrs. H. Allan, Daridson,
McLean, Cameron, Neilson, Morris, Paton. The
Principal, who lhas been confined to bis house
by sickness for several weeks, was not able to
attend.

Robert Bell, Esq., Civil Engineer, having pre-
mented satisfuctory testimonials from the lead-
kg scientific men of Canada, was unanimously
elected Professor of Chemistry and Natural
History.

The Rev. George Weir, Professor of Classics,
was removed from his office by a vote of 13 to
. We understand that the Rev. Donald Ross
M.A., B.D., has been appointed to teach the
Greek and Latin classes in Queen’s College till
a permanent appointment be made.

A paragraph in The Kingston News informs
ua that Dr. Dickson, Professor of ths Principles
and Practice of Surgery, and Dean of the Medi-
sal Faculty, has intimated his resigoatiou to
take etfect at the close of the Session.

TueoLoGicaL FerrowsHtp—A geatleman of
Montreal has, with commendable liberality,
put at the digposal of the Principsl of Queen's
College the sum of £50 for the benefit of the
student who last year gained the Theological
Pellowshin.  Four Fellowships were instituted
—one iu each of the Facultics of Arts, Medi-
¢ine, Theology, and Law. They were intend-
ed to be merely honorary at first, but it was
hoped that they would be ultimately endowed,
g0 that the holders, after completing their
studies in this country, might have the means
of travelling or studying in Europe. The
Rev. Donald Ross, M.A., B.D.is entitled to the
munificent gift of the above enlightened pa-
tron of higher edncation. This good example
might be followed by others who wish well to
the intellectual progress of Canada. It i3
degirable that young men desiined for a pro-
vincial career should be cducated in Cannda,
but it is also desirable, that the more promis-
Jag should have the means of enlarging their
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views by Eucopean travel. The travelliLg
Fellowships of the Eanglish Universitiesa have
been found to be of great advantage, bus
Canada is likely to be much more benefited
by such endowments.

Varvasie DoNaTions To Quees's COLLEGR.—
Queen’s University, Kiagston, has received a
very valuable collectio of plaster relief medal-
lions of the finest works of aacient and modern
Art, & donation from Donald Ress, Esg., of
Montreal, through the Principal, to the Library.
Tbe medallions are tastefully and systemstically
arranged in cases of the form of imperial octavo
volumes, to the number of twenty-five, each
volume being handsomely bound in parchment,
and entitled according to the nature of its con-
tents. Each case contains on an average forty
of these little gems of art, so tbat the whole
collection numbers about one thousand. It
contains many truthful and spirited im-tations
of the chefs d'eurres of Greek sculpture and
Italian painting in the galleries and churches
of Europe. We need only specify the beautiful
reliefs of the Apollo Belvidere in the Vatican
Museum, aud Venus de Medici at Florence—
the great ideals of manly and womanly beauty ;
—the Dying Gladiator of the capitol so touch-
ingly described in Childe Harolde—the Venua
of Milo—the Laocoon of the Vatican. The
Italian muasters are represented by reliefs of
L.eonardo da Vinci’s Last Supper—the Madonna
di San Sisto and the Madonna della Seggi. 1a of
Raffaclle—the Beatrice Cenci of Guido—the
picturesque Sybils of Guercino and Domeni-
chino—and a whole host of other well-known
paintings. There is 8 whole seties of casts
from antique gems and camecs of subjects from
the mythology and history of Greece ;—another
illustrative of the History of Rome under the
Republic and the Empire—another comprising
purirait-medallions of the most illustrious men
of ancient and modern times—and yet another
very extensive one, showing the historical de-
velopment of plastic art from the earliest Egyp-
tiun and Etruscun period, to the decadence of
art which attended the decline of the Roman
Ewmypire. The modern schools of Sculpture are
well represented by reliefs from the most beau-
tiful productions of Canova, Thorwaldsen, and
Gibson. Several volumes are filled with views
in basso-relievo of the edifices of Palladio and
other masters of the [talinn Renaissance. The
copics of the cameos and gems form in thems-
selves & perfect treasure of art.  We seein
these exqnisite works the liveliest play of exu-
berant fancy in the never-ending and cver-
varied myths of classic antiquity, while the
historian finds in the subjects which are taken
from daily life, the most vivid aond truthful
delineatwons of the maaners of the time.

The Library of the University has also re-
ceived another handsome donation of above
sixty volumes from Joha Smi i, Esq., of Moa-
treal. They comprise fur the most part works
which are well known, but several of the most
valunhic editions. Among these we need only
specify, for example, the works of Isnac Watts
in 8ix Qiartosg, Sir Walter Raleigh's History of
the World, in six library octavo volumes,and s
fine copy iu quarto of Howard's work on Pri~
sons.
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MISCELLANEOQOUS.

PreeantaTioN 70 Rev. Gro. THOMSON.—On
the 5th ult. the Rev. George Thomson, M. A,
Minister of McNab and Horton, was waited upon
at the Meuose by a deputation of young ladies,
members of his congregation, when one of them,
Miss Stewart, read a respectful and affectionate
sddress, and then gracefully robed him in 8 new
pulpit gown. Mr. Thomson, in an appropriate
reply, expressed his gratitude for the costly and
handsume gift, spoke in feeling terms of the
health and sirength with which he had been
favoured during the period of his incumbency,
and ascribed unto God all the glory for the suc-
cess of his labours in the large and impor-
tant charge committed to Lim.

OBiTuaRY NoTicss.—The Rav. Colin Grigor,
died at his residence at L.'Urignal on the 9th Jan.
aged 56 years. Mr. Grigor was born at Fort-
rose in Ross-shire, Scotland, of respectable and
pious parents. Early devoted to the Christian
minpistry, he entered Glasgow University, and
having passed through the curriculum of Arts,
he studied Divinity in the Theclogical Hall of
the Congregational Church, and was licensed
to preach by the late Dr. Wardlaw. Subse-
quently he embraced Presbyterian views. . He
came to Canada in 1834, and shortly after re-
ceived the mastership of the Grammar Sciool
at L'Orignal, which situation he flied with
satisfaction. In 1841 the Presbytery of Glen-
gary, under whose charge he had placed him-
gelf, petitioned the Synod for authority to re-
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ceive him, which was granted. On 15th Jan,,
1844 he was ordained to the charge of L'Orig-
nal. On 3rd Feb, 1848, he was inducted as Min-
ister of Guelph by the Presbytery of Hamilton,
which charge he ¢ emitted Sept. 10th, 1556.
He was inducted to Plantaganet by the Presby-
tery of Glengary on Sep, 20th in the foliowing
year, baving acted as a missionary in the in-
terval from bis demission of Guelph. His active
ministry in Plantaganet was of short duration,
for, being disabled by diseasc, the Synod, at Ot-
tawa in May 1859, granted nis application for
leave to retire. He was known to his brethren
as an amiable man and a coanscientious minis-
ter, and was loved by the people among whom
he laboured for his deep piety and pastoral fide-
lity. He leaves a widow.

Mr. Robert McKee, a nativeof Ireland and an
elder in the congregation of Mulmur, died on
the 27th of Jan. last, in the 75th year of his age.
He was one of the early settlers in Mulmur,
which be lived to see transformed from a wil-
derness into a well cultivated township. There
was no place of worship when he came to Mul-
mur, but he was privileged to witness the eree-
tion of several Churches within & short dig-
taace of his residence. His death endeda long
period of suffering from bodily disease. He was
sick for nearly a quarter of a century, and for
several years before his death his affliction was
very severe. An unusually large funeral testi-
fied the respect in which he was held by his
neighbours.

Artucles Communicated,

A LITTLE WHILE.
Tae Tiug 18 Sgorr. I Cor., Y. 29.

Courage, ye fainting saints

Who tread the narrow road,
With weary, bleeding feet, nor sink

Beneath life's heavy load!

¢ Tis but a little while ;
Be patient 2and cadure.

The time is short, the cad is near,
And your reward is sure,

If sore oppressed with ills,

With trouble, toil, and care—
Fightings without and fears within—

O do not still despair!?

¢ Tis but a little while;
Lift up the languid cye;

The battle's almost won, and your
Redemption draweth nigh.

Though now the howling winds
Blow fierce, the curtained night
Be dark and cheerless, nor the East

Betoken warmth or light,

¢ Tis but a little while ;
The storm shall pass away,

And calm, and light, and beanty come
With never endiog day.

Yea though the frequent fires
Of trial’s furpace burn

With sevenfold fury, and the eye
No issue can discern,

‘Tis but a little while ;
And then the Lord will come,
And call our weary souls to rest
For evermore at home.
C.1. C.

THE LEADERS OF THE SCOTTISH
REFORMATION.

The Scottish Reformation was to a great
extent a work of destruction, although
never losing sight of their great object, a
restoration of a Christianity which was
really ancient and apostohic, our refermers
were compelled to destroy much which had
in its favour the prescription of ages. And
aterrible battle they had before them. The
Church of Scotland, from one of the purest,
had become one of the mot corrupt of Na-
tional Churches. Not only had the suc-
cessors of the apostolically minded Presby-
ters, by whom our Church was founded,
corrupted scriptural doctrine, and abolished
primitive order, but they had also grasped,
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together with a large share of this world’s
wealth, a large share of political power.
The reformere had, then, in their work of
restoring ancient truths and principles, to
encounter the opposition of a rich and
powerful priesthood with every temptation
to maintain by all means in their power
the existing state of things. It is an au-
thenticated fact that at the period of the
Reformation one balf of the landed property
of Scotland belonged to the clergy. Wiiile
this circumstance accounts in part for the
power which they exercised over the peo-

le, it ulso proves the hold which they had
ong exercised over kings and haughty no-
bles. Princes and barons who lived in the
daily commission of deeds of violence and
cruelty thonght to propitiate the Deity by
death-bed donations to Monasteries and Ca-
thedrals, The Scottish clergyman, befure
the Reformation, was 2 member of an orga-
nized and powerful hierarchy which sided,
as seemed best for its interests, alternately
with the kings, and alternately with their
rebellious peers. The leading priests were
the leading statesmen of the country. In
the Scoto-Roman Church there was no ec-
clesiastical position to which a man like
Knox might not have aspired. Nor was
there an office in the State, which, as a
Romish ecclesiastic, might not have been
his. At the Reformation, to use a phrase
which was afterwards a favourite one with
the Covenanters, the true and living part of
the Scottish Piicsthood went out nto the
wilderness. Not only did they risk their
lives in Christ’s cause : they also sacrificcd
to that cause, every object which had for
ages been dear to the members of their or
der. Of the ambition which directs and
goveras sordid minds thev were utterly des-
titute. For Christ did our Reforming priests
give up the glory of this world. For Him
did they sacrifice the behests of all ambition,
except that noble ambition wh ch had for
its object the restoration of His truth, and
the upbringing of their countrymen in the
knowledge of Ilis Goepel !

But in considering the Scottich Reform-
stion, it must be boine in mind that while
the wealth ofthe Scoto-Roman Church was
in some respects a source of strength to it,
it was in others a source of weakness. In
the work of the Reformation virtue was
sometimes assisted by avarice.  Of the Re-
forming Peers many reaped nothing by the
Relmimation but the gratitude of postesity.
With others,however,the case was different.
The wealth of the chuich raisel it many
enemics who assailed its corruptions fully
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as much with the view of sharing its spoils,
as of reforming its errors. In no country,
liowever, was the aristocratic sentiment
stronger than in Scotland, and leading
men among the nobility gave, in many ca-
ses from the highest motives, a strong and
continued support to the exertions of Knox.
In former sketches we bave alludel to the
services to the Church which will cudear
to the Scottish people the name of
the “Good Regent.” Next, perhaps, to that
ancient statesman the most earnest, con-
sistent, and devoted layman of the Refor-
mation period—for a layman he long con-
tinued—was John Erskine, Baron of Dun,
of whom we shall now proceed to give
some account.

John Erskine of Dun was born about
the year 1508, at Dun, in the county of
Forfar. He was descended from the Er-
skines of Marr, & family which has produced
men of note in every age of Scottish his-
tory; aud it is worthy of remark, although
the contrary has often been as-erted, that
the leaders both of the Reformation and the
Covenant were in many ins'ances sprung
froin what may be called the “best blood” of
their country. The mother of John Erskine
was a dauchter of William Lord Ruthven,
Early iu life he travelled on the continent,
awl he appears to have aequired in France,
in ad litien to general scholarship, an ac-
quaintance with the Greek tongue which
was then very rare in Scotland. It is pro-
bable that he acquired also in France a
leaningto the principles of the Reformatien.
Certain it is that in 1540, when Knox was
still an orthodox Romish priest, he openly
avowed bimself a Protestant. And he
deserves to be held in honourable remem-
Lrance as one of the first who had the cou-
rage to do so. It was no light thing for a
wan in Scotland,in the reign of James V,
to declare himselt a fiiend of the Retorma-
tion. We learn from various writers that
nothing amused King James better than
ridicule of the Romish Ecclesiastics. A
poet himeelf, he sympathized heartily with
the satirists of his time who male the
rapacity, the coarseness, and the ignorance
of the greater part of the priesthood, the
subjects of violent attack. But he would
go no further. Ofien urred by Henry VIII
his uncle, to free his subjects from allegi-
ance to the Sve of Rome,he resolutely refused
to dv 0. That he wasa firm belicver in the
church of Rome is more th.an doultfal; but
he seems to have thought it ¢ hisinte-est,
towards the latter part of lis reign, to ally
himself with the clergy, and to lean on



w2

them for support in the hereditary struggle
which he waged with his intractable nobles.
James I was a man of taste, and scholar-
ship, and fancy. e had also many kindly
traits of character which tend somewhat
to redeemn his fame. But when Erskine
of Dun avowed himself a Protestant, lie
sanctioned a cruel persecution of the friends
of the Gospel. It was the deed of a hero
to declare for the Gospel in its fulness, and
to denounce anti-christian innovations, dar-
ing the reign of a king who tolerated a
persecution of the faithful, which must be
accounted as only second to that of his
perfidious and c-uel descendants, Charles
11 and James VIL

But Erskine of Dun was a man fit for
the times in which he lived. In the worst
days of the first persecution of the church his
house was always open to the reforming
ministers; and whosoever he might be,
who laid hands on these servants of the
Lord, was made to fee! that he had to deal
with a baron of power, wealth, and courage.
Nor did religious feelings weaken in him
the instincts of a patriot. Although opposed
to the war with England he fought sturdily
in his country’s cause ; and his biographers
tell us of various combats in which he gave
token of military skill aswell as of un-
daunted intrepidity.

In 1557, Erskine had the honour of being
one of the few whosigned the first Cove-
nant, ana established the Congregation. In
the succeeding years he was one of the
commissioners to France, to witness the
marriage of Mary with the Dauphine. In
his absence there occurred an event which
did much to hasten, by its very enormity,
the good work of Reformation. Walter
Mill, an aged priest of holy life, and beloved
by the people, had been dragzed to
the stake, and burat to d-ath under cir-
cumstances of special and revolting cruelty.
But the Reformers had now got to the
hearts of the people, and a burst of general
indiznation followed the atrociousact. The
reforming clergy were threatened by the
Queen Regent, Mary of Lorraiue, and sum-
moned to appear before her at Sterling.
But the Reformed nobles resolved to protect
them. In that resolute band of protectors
of the faith there was none more resolute
or courageous than Erskine of Dun.

Erskine was present at the first reformed
General Assembly of the Church in 1560,
as a ruling eldar, but he soon after resolv-
¢d to assume the functions of the higher or
ministering Presbyterate, and he appears
to have been ordsined to the Episcopate,
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using that word in its primitive sense, by,
Knox himself. A special and extraordin-
ary function was also assigned to him. Tt
was thought necessary, in the then state of
the Church, toappoint certain well qualified
persons superintendents or overseers of dis-

tricts of country, whose duty it was to see
to the life and conversation of the clergy,
many of whom had been brought up and
ordained in Scoto-Roman views. Foolish

attempts have been made by prelatical

writers to prove that these superintendents,

thus for a special purpose wisely and judi-

ciously appointed, were appoiuted in imita-
tion of the bishops of prelacy. These at-
tempts, it need hardly be said, are utterly

futile. The superintendents were appoint-
ed at & critical period, and for a particular

purpose. They were appointed to their
office by Presbyters ; they were subject to
the Tresbyters of the General Assembly ;
and as soon #s the Reformed Caurch felt
sure of its ministers and its position their

office was done away with. It might ia,
the same way be lawful for our Canadian
Church to appoint, in times of difficulty,
superintendents to cirry out the decrees of
the Synod. A wise expeliency is no doubt
open to the Church; and although St. Paul

committed the government of ths Church
to Presbyters, as its highest officers, he en-
trusted Timothy with a special mission. It
is not to a necessary and temporary depar-
ture fiom primitive purity that Presbyte-
rians object. It isto the establishment ia
the Church of a permanent order of lords
over God’s heritage—an order for which
no warrant can be found in God’s YWord,
or in primitive Catholic practice.

No minister or superintendent ar _ars to
have more fully or judiciously fulfilled his
duties than did Erskine. Angusand Mearns
were the districts assizned to him, and in
them he was known and beloved. Though
strong and courageous in defencs of what
was right he was a man of a gentle and
loving temperament.  “I would gladiy
hear the superintendent of Angus,” said the
unfortunate Queen Mary,  for he is a mild
and sweet natured man, with truc honesty
and uprightness.” His character appears
indeed to have uaited gentleness with
firmness. Strong and resolute :n his de-
fence of truth, he was one of the mosh
amiable of our R :formers. He is well de-
scribed by Spoitiswoode, who, though he
was induced to approve the intrusion of
prelacy on our Church, retained an ardent
love for our Reformers. *“He was,” says
that writer, a man famous for the services
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performed to his prince and country, and
worthy to be remembered for his travails
in the Church, which, out of the zeal he
had for the trath, he unlertook, preach-
ing and advancing it by all means. A
baron he was of good rank, wise, learned,
liberal, of singular courage; who, for di-
vers resemblances, may well be said to
have been another Ambrose.’’

THE WORK OF THE HOLY SPIRIT IN RE-
GENERATION.

We have just perused an article bearing
upon the matter of which we write, in an-
other Monthly. ‘The writer of it finds great
fault with 8 representation that had been
made of a certain systemn of faith, that
while it professed to make much of the work
of the Holy Spirit tn words, yet in fuct it
denied that work altogether. After the most
careful perusal of all that the author has =aid
both in the article to which we refer, as
well as in another paperin the same num-
ber, we do feel dispo<ed to believe that the
representation found fault with must de
true. In both articles there is evidently a
great profession in the way of making much
of the work of the Holy Spirit in words,
but it is just as evilent that the writer
denies His work in fact. He says: We
repudiate the “ faith necessitating” influ-
ences of the Spirit, meaning thereby that
the agency of the Holy Spirit is not neces-
sary to the production of true,-aving faith
in the soul, Of course the faith necessitn-
ting intluences of the Spirit being repwlia-
ted, the repentance necessitating fnfluences
must be repudiated also, notwithstanding
all that the Scriptures say asto God givi ng
repentance to the acknowledging of the
truth, and as to Jesus having being exalte.]
to bestow this grace. We have been forci-
bly reminded at we read these articles that
the author’s system of faith would be per
fectly complete without any work or agen y
of the Spirit of God whatever—uot & word
occurring in them that would go to show
that beyund the nfluence of Seripture, or
t.hq Infinence of Providences, the Holy
Spirit had aught to do with the regenera-
tion of the siuner. N

Indeed we are not lefi to infer this. The
grand lesson of the necessity of the Divine
Spirit’s agency upon the heart—of His di-
rect and imme liate vperation therewpon—
in order to regeneration, he distinctly re-
nounces and demes.  And, what with mis-
quotations from the Westminster confession
of Fauh, and misrepresentations of the
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opinions of those who hold the scheme of
doctrine laid down in that valuable wqu,
charging them, for instance, with believing
that “ God gives common grace to men to
render them responsible,” as well as 1u
othcr places, we have one of the most
special pieces of pleading with the view ot
getting rid of *he doctrine of the Spirit as
always held by the Church of God, and of
establishing in its place the Pelagian er-
ror that man has free-will enough, and
power enough to determine his own heart
towards righteousness and towards the
things of the Spirit, without any special
help of the Spirir.

We have been somewhat amazed at the
use which the writer of the articles referred
to, (who, we have reason to believe is con-
nected with the New View Churches of
Scotland, or the E. U. Church, as they desig-
nate themselves,) makes of the name of Dr.
Campbe!l of London. e would wish itto
be inferred th..t that eminent man—one of
the most eminent and inflaential men of
the Congregational Churches of England,
had leanings and sympathics towards this
system of belief. We can assure him that
this is a mistake. In the * Christian
Witness® for August, 1847, Dr. Campbell
speaks of an article formerly pubtished by
him, in which he says, he had oceasion “to
use some severity of tone towards those par-
ties on account of what we then, and still
deemed their errors” Aund in the same
number he plainly avows, « We reject their
principles.”  And another man no less
eminent in Scotland, the late De. Wardlaw
of G'asgow—is yet more explicit in his
condemnation of their theology. In the
published ¢ Correspondence of the Congre-
gational Churches "—a correspondence
which he and other friends conducted with
those who were ultimately cut off from
the Churches on account of their unscrip-
tural views,the Dr.says, « You deny all in-
ward operation of the Spirit accompanying
such means of infor nation, impression, and
conviction—furnishe 1 by the Holy Serip-
tures and Providential dispensations—in
denying this yon clearly ascribe the effi-
ciency to the means themselves.  And 1t 18
in this we are constrained to regard you as
Jenying the reality of the Holy Spirit’s
agency a'together.  If the influence of the
Spirit is merely the infiuence of the Word,
of evidence, and of circumstane:s, operating
on the human mind, indep ndently of the
efficacious, inward, illuminating, spiritual-
wzing energy, then thereis nothing superne-
tural in the case,—nothing beyong, or dil-
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ferent from, the ordinary phenomena of
the mind, as affected by information with
its atiendant proofs, or whatever else may
contribute to excite aitention and com-
mand assent.  When you speak of the Spirit
asbringing the means to bear upon the mind
and working by them, you do no more than
put the Spirit in the place of Providence,
or of the human agent through whose
instrumentality Providence acts; the means
are left to their own natural operation,
there being no other influence accomrpany-
ing or superadded.” And on an carlier
gage Dr. Wardlaw and bis friends, who

eld fast the faith that was once delivered
to the saints, address those who were de-
parting from it, thus, *Honesty requires us
to say that you seem to usto admit n
words what you deny in fact.” And yet
again, “Itis the hackneyed subterfuge
employed in all ages by those who have ueld
the errors that weare opposing to say, that
the influence of mere means 1s the influ-
-ence of the Spirit, since the means have
procecded from, and express the mind of
the Spirit; and thus they have sought to
cheat the umicary with words, spreading the
belief that they have admitted the Spurit's
influcnce, when in fact they have denied

i‘ n

TRESBYTERIAN ORDINATION.

There have appeared in The Presbyter-
ian at various tunes, particularly in the
Sketches of the Leaders of the Scoltish -
Jormation, allusions to the validity and the
succession of our Presbyterian ordinations.
Many have scen these allusions with satis-
faction; for although the Presbytenian
Church has ever occupied itself chiefly
with the teaching of truth, it is well to kaow,
considering the taunts which are frequently
thrown out against as, that our ministers
have not oniy a right 0 teach the truth far
the truth's own sake, but that ther have
also received that right in continued sue-
cession from thoss to whom it was origi-
nally accorded, the P'reshytess of the Apo«
tolic Church. Many Roman Cathalic theo-
logians have n all ages admi-ted the nizht
of Presbyters to ordain. They have spoken
of ordination asone of the innate and primi.
tive funclions of the Presbyvier'soffice ; and
not a few Protestant Episcopmlian writers of
great emnence have admitied the justics
of their conclusions, and the validity - four
onders.  But strauge as it may appear,
there is good reason to bclieve that we
have a saceession of ordinations not only
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from Scoto-Roman and English Presbyters
as pointed out in the Skelches, but also
from Roman and perhaps even from Angli-
can Bishops, taking that term in its prela-
tic sense. There werein Scotland at the
period of the Reformation many persons in-
vested with the prelatic character besidesthe
Bishops of the various Dioceses. The Ab-
bots were Bishops as well as the Diocesan
Bishops. Mr. Marshall, a Scotch Episcopal
writer of the present day, informs us that
fourteen episcopally ordained d'gnitaries of
the Scoto-Roman Church took, more or
less actively, part with Knox in the good
work of Reform.  Now, ulira-Episcopalian
writers tell us that the power to ordain is
the great distingeishing privilege of a
Bishop. When those B:shops took partin
the ordination of Presbyterian Ministers, as
many of them must have done, and as we
know sume of them actually did, in giving
them th.ir characier as Ministers of the
Church of Scotland, and with that charac-
ter, the rizht to ordain, did they not make
them Bishops even in the prelatic sense!
Again, boik in 163S and in 1688 did pre-
Iatic Bishops of the English succession con-
form to the Church of Scotland.  Accord-
ing to all the canonists, one Bishep can
make a Bichop, and can do so too, without
first ordaining him, acrording to general
custom, Deacon or Presbyter. When one
thinks of the very large number of persons,
through whom the orders of a Minister of
the present day must have passed between
the Reforination and the present time, it
secms extremely probable that the orders of
every one could be traced to onc or more
of these conforming prelates; in other
words that evers one of our Ministers is a
Bishop, net oniy in the apostolic and primi-
tive seuse, but in the prelatic sense too.
Qf course this argument is not ymiven as ong
which can have the sinailest weight with 2
Presbyienan. Content with the Bishops of
St. Pani, he covels not in anything the
Jishops of Prelacy.  The succession of
Presbyter Bishops connecting the Church
of to-day with the infant Church of ancient
times pleases his fancy, and strengthens his
faith. 1l¢ wants uo more; he is satisfied
that it is cnoagh  Bal let the ultra-prels-
tists whe, denying the validity ofour orders,
refuce to own our Ministersto be Minis-
ters, beware.  Far although Presbyterian
Bichops labour in dioceses of but primitive
size and arc neither peers nor prelaies they
may vet be as much Bishops cven in the
prelatic meaning of the term, as the Arch-
bishop of Canterbury hi:uself.
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THE CONSTITUTION OF THE SUN AND
STARS.

By Prixcirar Lrirves.
Spectrum analysis is mkaing steady
progress, though much cantion must be
psed to obtain reliable results.  The sound-
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sition. The spectrum analysis detects the

- bodies which produce these colours. The

ness of the principle is now put bevoud all .

doubt, viz., that the dark lines or strizz in

the spectrum of the sun indicate the sub-
stances which exist in an incandescent

state in the atmosphere of the sun. If the
sun were a solid or multen mass, and if the

light proceeded dircctly from this mass
held almost universally, and supporied by

there would be no dark lines in the spec-
trum. But let us suppose that the light

¢

has to pass through an atmosphere of iron .

existing in a vaporousstate, the spectrum is
crossed by dark lines, and the position and
pumber of these dark lines are peculiar to
iron. No other substances can give the
same set. Suppos¢ it was an atmosphere of
copper instead of irom, the set of liues
would be totally different, and the one set
could be at once distinguiched from the
other. But, lastly, let us suppose that the
two atmospheres arc mixed up together

what will the result be?
the two scts overlapping or mixed up with
one another, ju-t as when you see one ship
through the rigging of another.  Let us
suppose that there are a great many sub-
stances in the atmospheres : their characier-

We shall have

i

istic lines will be all mixed ap together,

and there is a difficulty in disentangling
the one set from the other; but the astrono-
mer can do this just as well as the sailor
can single out the g of his own ship from
the forest of mas's in a harbour. The pre-
cious melais appear to be s scarce in the
sun as on our earth—ue traces of gold
orsilver. Iron appears to bethere, as well
as on ot globe, the most abundaut meinl.
But there is no reacon why there should
not be worlds in which gold is as abundant
as iron is in ours.  Pussibly a golden star
may sonn be discovered.  Astronomers are
now a2pplying themselves assiduously to the
analyss of the fixed stars.  And it is found
that there is 2 great divensity in their con-
stitution.  Almeasi every star has its own
distinctive lines. It appears that the mast
common ingre-dient in all gars is comman
salt, or ai least it< base, the netal sodiam.
This universal symbol of hospitality makes
all worlds kin to our own.
cursorily vicwed appear all of the same
colour, but, carefully examined they are
found to be of all shades of red, bluc and
yellow ; and the<e differences of colour indi-
cate that they differ as to chemical compo-

feeblelight of the stars presents great difhi-
cnlues tn making these observations, but
Donati has recently employed optical means
which promise important results, and has
already accumulated data which wait for
interpretation.

The recent researchesinspectram analysis
have led to new theories of the photosphere
of the sun, and the spots frequently seen
upon it. Is the bnght disc we see solid,
molten, vr gaseous? The theory Litherto

buth Herschels, is that we do not see the
body of the sun at all, and that the bright
disc we se2 is an envelope of a hgzht-and-
heat-giving cloud-like substance 1n a va-
porous or gaseuus stats, and that thespots
are perfurations in this photosphere through
which we see the dark body of the sug,
Leverrier and others have been led to the
~-onclusion, that we must abandon this idea,
and hold that the visible disc is the real
body of the sun in 2 molien sun, and sur-
rounded by an atmosphere or atmospheres
which we do notsee on account of the
superior brightness of the body of the sun.
except in total eclipses. On this theory the
spols are opaque bodies floating in this
atmosphere above the body of the sun.
It is 2 matter of eager inquiry at pre-
sent, to sctile this point by some crucial
observation. The progress and appearance

. of spots near the edze are earefily watch-

1

Stars when |

ed, as it is most hkely that here the crucial
difierences will be detected. At present
the astronomical evidence is in favour of
the cavity insicad of the promincnce
theory, thongh chemical analysis polntsin
a difierent direction. It is possible that the
photosphese may be an envelope above the
sun, and vet comport itself ke a sold or
fluid, as in the case of the rings of Saturn.
This should reconcile the different theo-
ties, the spots being on this supposition
cavilies.

Mr. Nasmyth believes that he has dis
covercd a new structure in the sun.  The
surface appeared to him composad of seg-
ments shaped ke willow leaves w hich
were consiantly in motion.  Sowme suppose
that this was a mere optical illusion ; but
Mr. Nasmrthis a practised observer, and
pussesses the finest instruments, so that bis
olwervations, if not conclusive, are at least
sufficient to direct attention to this new
feature.

The publication of Warren de La Rue's
photographs of the last solar eclipsc settles
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tha point as to whether the red prominences
belong to the sun or moon. The compari-
son of two picturestaken at different phases
of the eclipse demonstratesthis. The one
picture shows the prominences in a certain
position ; the next picture shows the promi-
nences on the one haud hal been partial.y
covered, while those on the other had to the
same degree been uncovered. These red
prowinences are still 8 mysterr, though it
15 most probable that they are not on'y the
mos. prominent parts of a new stratum en-
veloping the whole of the sun.  The last
speculation is that they are the auroras of
the sun corresponding to the earth’s aurora
borealis, but they appear to be a permanent
feature of the constitution of the sun. It
is, however, assetted that the auroras of our
earth are connected with the magnetic state
of the sun. There is & magneticsympatky
between the sun and earth ; that sympathy
attains its maximum every ten years. When
the spots becomne most numerous the earth
responds to the magnetic addresses of the

sun by unusually brilliant displays of |

aurora.

AUGTISTINE'S CONFESSIONS.
Part 1.

How far is it possiblec for a man so closely to
follow the intricate play of his thoughbts and
motives as <0 be able to map them out, and
trace the endless wiadings of the stream of his
inger being as it flows through life? If for o
reply we look to the charts, which the explor-
ers of their owa expericace have laid down for
us, we shall be inclined to answer that the
attempt to seize sad arrest the evanescent
phsases of human motives has generally failed.
Ia autobiographics, which deal with anything
more than the oaterlife, the self-depicted char-

acter is more iike & ciay-figure than a buman :

being. There is seldom any freshness or vigour
abost it All is stff, rigid, fermal

thoughts run in a certain groove: they are -

what the writer supposes ther ought to have
been, rather than what they were. When he sets
himself to recall them, there remains in the
memory oaly the result, bat the steps by which
the resultwas attained are cfixced - and now in
retracing them he takes the shartest path from
the starliag point which he thiaks be knows to
the goal whick he thinks he has ailained:
wherens the way by which he reacked his
preseat positlon was perhaps net s path st all
He may hate taken no beaten voxd, but wan-

4 The Canfecontaf St Aggzetine  Fditad with zn
1atredaction by M. G. T Shedd  Andarer, 1853

I esting to have recorded hy others.
{ is not possible to us was not poSsible to them;
y and therefore every soul must, for the most
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dered a thousand times off the straight lins,
and unconzciously revolved upon his own foot-
steps, like one who bas lost his way in a large
tfity, and in his bewilderment hurries on and
on, while he is all the time describing only
circles, and constaatly returning to the point
he has set off from. Kow it is these endiess
eccentricities of thonght, these vacillations of
opinion,which we feel in ourselves while theyare

{ passing through the mind, but which have fled

so quickly through its chambers that we canoot
catch or record them, that it would be so inter-
Rat what

part, wander through the wilderness of error
without a guide, in search of truth. There
truly have been here and there notable land-
marks observed by others, and laid down for
the direction of their fellow-wanderers ; but the
wilderness is so wide that we may aever ap-
proach these, and therefore can profit little by
their cxpericnce. .

Such reflections were forced on our mind in
perusing these * Confessions” of Augustine.
He had passed through a wider range of inward

|
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| who had led him so wondrously and graciously
|

; was writlen.
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cxperience than perhaps any man, and, when at
last he reached & firm footing, he felt constrained
in thankfulness to God, and out of love o maz
to recall not only his actions, but also the im-
pulses and reasonings which gave risc to them,
that by the recital he might give glory to God,

through so many false wars and false opinions
to the trath, and that his expericnce might be
of use to others. Anything morc truthfal never
He lays opea his life as wide as
it was possible to do, concenling no irregalarity,
. glossing over no failing. His faglt lies aot
here: it lies in the apposite direction ; for in
+ the intensity of hisrepentance be wasinclined to
exaggerate the sinfulness of his former life, and
. pereeive moastrous sins where & calmer judg-
, meat would have seen, at worst, bat venisl
+ cnes. It was nol in the nalure of the fervid
; African to review calmly his former life, when
. 1t had givea.piace to one so different; and actu-
alcd by such higher emotions. Sauch faults of
exaggeration, however, if commitied by the
saing, are too casily corrected by the sianer,
for the resdes s fikels to measare the 2ct, not
t by the lofty standard of s Pacl, an Augastiae,
{ o & Baonran, bat by his oun low standard,
which 18 sare to raise the act far above the
place 1a the scale of morality to which God's
{ Ia®x assigas it
;  Accepling, therefore, the pictare which the
. * Confessions ™ give us as being as correcl &

—-— e e
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reflection as possible of the public as well as of |

the private life of the great father of Latin
Christianity, we find io them a noble and sin-
cere character, full of tenderness and impulsé,
strong in its attachments, fervent and honest
in its love of truth ; and there is abundance in
the book itself to witness to the intellect which
has left its impress nn all succeeding ages of the
church, aad which still sways our thoughts
and opinions, though we know it not. For the
book is far from arecital of events. Augastine
was one of the greatest metaphysicians that
bas ever lived —Sir W. Hamilton pronounces
him such, and borrows largely from him. He
could not therefore rest satisfied with relating
events; he must endeavour to reach the motive,
and describe the cause. Hence the rarrative
cccupies but a limited space in the ¢ Confes-
sions” compared with the dissertations to
which every act, frequently the incidental men-
tion of a word, gives rise. * When s lad of six-
teen, be went with some lewd young fellows
1ate one night to rcb a pear tree.” This leads 0
an analysis of the motives which impelled them.
He became a lover of the theatre, and thereon
he hangs an inquiry into the caures which ex-

cite the fictitious pleasures of the drams, and |

orings forward rcasons, based upon the weak-
cning effect which the constant excitement of
our emotions without the desire or possibility
of calling into play the active powers, has
upon the morat paturc. His conversion from
Manichmism to Catholic Christianity gives
rise to a profound inquiry into the character
of God and our power of apprehending him.

- e e ———— ——

{
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And so at every step of his narrative he rons |

off into some such philosophical disquisition.

1
These are rtelieved occasionally when he .

breaksinto glowing cxclamations of admiration

and praise, sachas to our colder natares appear .
like the ravings of s madman . bat ther were the .

natoral expression of his fervid sounl, for he was
an African, and we are phlegmatic Teutons.

in his coarviclions came aboat. Rat however
valoable they may be, it is difficalt to accept

them ax correct exponents of the terrible strag- |

gle which must have beea going on in his excit.
ed breasttill hereached that pesce which passeth
all understanding. The cmotions had perhaps
wore 10 do in the development of his inaer
life, and the rcasoning facalties less, than the
“* Confessions ™ woald imply. What he said of
o037 cvery day life may be jasiy ssid of the
Christian life;  the life &lso wheredy we live
bath its oxa enchantments, throogh a certain
perfection of its own, and a correspondence

7

with all things beautiful here below™ The
Sfeeling of discord must have repelled him from
every form of belief| till be rested in Christian-
ity ; and his heart was satisfied, for he had foond
that which united all barmony in itself,—
Christianity, which embodies all the highest
elements which make up the beautiful and the
gooud. For these Augustine had always been in
search, for he wrote in early life a book on the
* Fit and the Fair.” and he pursued the search
with alacrity till he discovered in simple Chris-
tianity that which suits and supplies mans
greatest needs. And he continued the search
with no less avidity till bis life's end, endeav-
ouring to extract from Christianity more and
more of its applicability to man’s-wants, and to
apply it. But in the search, the heart and
mind went hand in hand. The emotions wers
as much needed to apprehend tbe moral adapt-
ation of Christianity as the intcllect to trace
its consistency. The vchement outbursts of
passion, therefore, which almost startle us, ex-
hibit an cssectial clement in his being, and,
combined with the evidence which other parts
of the #*Confessions” yield to the characterand
working of his intellect, enable us to animate
the outlines of the man, which these same
tt Confessions” draw for us with as real a life
as We can ever expect to inspire into the sha-
dowy forms of any of the departed.

Augustine was born at one of the critical
p€riods of the church's history, when the old
state of things was giving place to the new:
when the outward condition, and conscquently
the inward character of the church, were un-
dergoing a change. Christianity had been the
religion of the state for only forty-two years.
Previously 1o that it had been in & position of
conflict with paganism, and all 1ts energies had
been devoted to defence. So soon howesar as
the oatwsrd pressure was removed, Christian
thought turned ia upon itself, and 1t being no

- longer necesears for the church to define its
It is in some of these dissertations he wonld |
describe the process by which the great changes |

Il
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position to the world, it commcnced the at-
tempt to defiae the relation of ita doctrines
toward cach other, and the immutable prin-
ciples of all truth. Apologetic theology gave
place to dogmatic. The transition presents us
with a painfal coatrast, springing however out
of the very natare of thiags; for there was
sute to be a wide difference betweea the calm
self-nossessed apolomst, constious of Tigh,
refating the calumnies and faischoods of his
adversary, 2ad the dogmatic controversialisy,
desling oftea with guestions bayond his reach,
both in what he ssserted and what he opposed.
This was the intellectoal position of the charch
in the days of Augustiae; and its political
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position was no less critical. The Eastern
church was being gradually dissevered from

the Western, not through express differences of

opinion on any particular point, so much as
through the gruwih of distinctive tendeacies
which were already impressing a distinctive
character on each, and which, when more fully
developed, were tu end in arcusing dire hos-
tility. In proportion as the severance touk
place, Christian Rome ruse in importance. Su
long as the East and West were united, there
were centres of religivus devotivn in the East—
the cradle of the Christian religion,—which at-

trected the gaze of the Christian world; but ‘

50 soon as jealousy interrupted the cummunity
of Christian, fecling, the West was cumpelled
to choose a centre for itself, and where that
centre was there could be no diversity of opi-
nion. Imperial Rome, to every Western man
the centre of civilization, of intelligence, of
law, of puwer, must be the centre of Christen-
dom, and the place sanctified the man who
represented it. Thus the West transferred its
allegiance from the East to Rome, and from
Casar to the Pope.

Augustine appearing at the very time tuese
internal and external changes were in progress,
helped largely towards giving form to the in-
tellectual tendency, and strength to the politi-
cal. He was the first who systematized the
doctrines of Christianity, ana pointed out its
intellectual relationships, and he did more than
any man tuwards the consolidation of Western

Christiani'v in opposition to Rastern, by the ;

pecaliarly Western charncter of bis doctrinal
system. It exactly suited the feelings and the
natural bias of thc Western mund, a2nd the
bishops sceing this, adopted it, and thereby
bound more firmiy to themselves the whole
of Western Christendom.

HOME MISSIONS.
PEREGRINATIONS iN GLENGARY.

At the first mention of the name,  Homse

Missions,” many will naturally think of the Sy- i

nod's Home Mission Scheme—of that noble cffort
made by our church some two or three years
2g0, to add to our perroanent endowment fand ,
and, by a very short process of thought, they
may be led to exclaim, Whatapity that a plan

£0 suspicionsly commenced should so soon be |

absndoncd as & failare. The missions to which
reference will here be bad are of a distinclly
different kind: The Syood’'s Scheme was de-
signed to supplement the salaries of ministers
scttled over weak and struggling coagregations.
Presbyters missions, on the other hand, aim at
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sending missionaries iuto remote and sparsely
peopled sections of the country, where, as yet,
congregations do not exist.
* To the Presbytery of Torunto belongs the
credit of haviag first made a systematic effort
tu uvertake the mission feld witlin their own
ample buunds. And, when the exteny of ' 'rri-
tory crubraced the difficulty of access to remote
scttlements, and the inedeyuate nicans at their
disposal, are taken inty account, onesat alouss
whether most te admire the boldness that sug-
gested the plan, the energy and perseverance
displayed in carrying it out, or the substantial
and satisfactory results that have crowned
these efforts with a measure of success surpass-
ing even their own sapguine expectations.
tBeing able to point to several flourishing
congregations, now enjoying the services of a
fixed pastor, which were begun and fostered
through the agency of this mission, and to
others already ripe fur settlement, as the result
of their labours for a few years, and looking
, 8lsu to the number of spiritually destitute, dis-
persed over a wide extent of country, unto
whom the ministrations of the Gospel have oc-
casionally been brought,"—Well may the To-
ronto Presbytery appeal with confidence to the
friends of Zion to aid them. Their printed ,».
port fur 1863 shows that thirti-one congrega-
tions have, withia the year, contributed no less
a sum than $1401.5%!—an average of $45 to
each. Several have given according to therr
abilities, ¢. g., Nottawasagn heads the list
with $19). Pickering and Scarboro follow
, with respectively Sli%and $110. OUther con-
; gregations will take note of these figures, and,
; When next asked to second the efforts of their
y Presbstery. will gosern themselves according-
) 1y

Other Presbyteries, too, have, for some years
past, been quietly and unostentatiously cultiva-
| ting their Home Mission fizld, and perhaps it
; might bave been deemed sufficient simply to
y have noted the fact that the Presbytery of Glen-
gars, foilowing these good exemplars, have this
winter adopted the plan of holding missionary
mectngs in cach congregation within their
boands. This, I have no doubt, the Presbyters
will do in an official manner ot the proper time.
Mcanwhile an ** cld stager,” craves space for s
few remarhs upon the modus operand:s in Glen-
gary, and for some of the ncwdents of a right
picasant two weeks tour througha somewha
interesting portion of country, simply prem-
ising that the wr.ter, not being & member of
Presbytery, is alone responsible for what is
advanced.

1 presume nobudy lnows the geographical

:g
!
|
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bounds of the Presbytery of Glengary. Its
eastern limit corresponds nearly with the bound-
ary line between Canadn East and Canada
West. It strotches westward along the St.
Lawrence for about 60 miles, embracing the
counties of Glengary, Stormont, and Dundas;
while northerly, it extends, like the late Mr.
Mair of Chatham's parish, ‘“as far back as the
ministers can win.” OQccupying a central pu-
sition on the Grand Truank line of Railway,
Cornwall, a town of sorae 2000 inhabitants, has
become the scat of Presbytery. There, very
properly, the meetings were inauguratedin St.
Jobn’s Church on the evening of the 12th of
Japuary last. The proceedings, which were of
8 very interesting kind, were conducted in the
most beceming and orderly manner. I am
happy to add, that in every other place visited
the same remark is equally applicable. The
general arrangements were exceedingly credit-
able to the active and indefatigable Clerk of
Presbytery, while the more particular details
of heating and lighting the churches were very
satisfactory. Each minister presided over his
own meeting and was provided with a detailed
programme of the proceedings, somewhat as
follows : —

The meeting was opened with praise, reading
of Scripture, and prayer, after which the speak-
ers of the deputation, three in number, were
severally introduced, cach having a subject as-
sigoned, thus,—(1) The church essentially Mis-
sionary ; (2) the relation of each member to the
congregation, and of the congregation to the
church, with the duties flowing therefrom, (3)
the nature and object of the Presbyters’s
Home Mission. Thesc were supposed to exbaust
the subject, but, in case the paticace of the au-
dience were not also exbausted, a fourth subject,
to wit, Christian Libcrality, was added to which
any party who might feel su inclined had an
opportunity to speak. In no instance did o
congregation escape the infliction of number 4
in some cases even No. 5 was brought into re-
quisition, the inevitable result being of course
@ protracted meeling.

Most people, 1 thiok, like short sermons, and
ahort specches. There are few platform speak-
crs who can ‘‘hold an audience by the ears”
for more than twenty minutes at one time. It
is a ‘act worth keeping in micd, that, no matter
bhow praiseworthy the caase spoken about,
good speaking is the only guarantee for good
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day in The Gazette, under the caption of Hoxs
Missionany MgeTine or Tae Crumca or Scor-
LAKD, ‘A meeting of the congregations of St.
Andrew's and St. Paul's Churches, Montrea),
was keld in St. Paul's Churck.” 1 shall ssy
nothing about small meetings in Glengary,
since learning that in the great city of Montre-
al one small church is supposed to afford suffi-
cient accommodation fur the moiety of our 4575
adherents, having sufficient interest in the
Church's welfare to attend & Hume Missionary
Meeting, and perhaps the church was not more
than Lalf full ¢ at that.” .

The speeches ended, an opportunity follows
for the congregation to say kow much they sym-
pathize with the subject “so eloguently™ brought
before them. A genera: fumbling of pockets
ensues , the bag is handed round, and the con-
gregation settles down into a serene calm, £3-
suming an attitude of complacent satisfaction
at the though* of baving done theirduty. Itiss
great mistake. The collection may have am-
mounted to $10 more or less. It isnot enough.
It must be trebled. Subscription lista are
produced ; the congregation is canvassed on
the spot, and a supplementary cootribution
payable six montbs after date is asked from
each one present. The novelty of the propo-
sal surprises, yet, it is done in such an off-band
sort of way that no one resists; every one
seems to think the idea a capital one. Iastead
of $9.40, the congregation bas given us $33.50.
The cash collectivas of the whole Presbytery
are $116.55, the subscriptions added alter the
figures to the decent sum of $250.70 from 12
congregations.

The drive fromm Cornwali to Martintown ard
thence to Williamstown and Lancaster carries
sou through the best settled and best farmed
portion of Glengary. Itis a beautiful, undula-
ting country, and, as a ficld of our Church's
operations, 1*know not of its equal. There
may beinstances of larger congregations, but
there is no instance in Canada of four se«h
coogregations waithin the same number of square
miles.

From Martintown to Dalhousic Mills, in a
north-easterly direction, some twenty miles or
more, the landscape has fewer features of at-
traction than any part of Canada 1 remember
to have seen. Following Dundas street for 8
miles we reach the famed R. C. Church of St.
Raphaels, a very large cruciform stone buil-

meetings, and without good mectings itis im- , ding, devoid of architecturs! taste and orna-

possible to interest a congregation in such a

meat, sas.ng the Wl tinned steeple, which bas

wark &s this. While on this subject, let me ex- { & Sery meat appearance, and, almost mid-way
Pt :5S, though indeed I cannot find words fully | up, covers but does not conceal a beautiful

10 express, my surprise, on reeding the other

chime of bells. Without unchantably assert-
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ing that the big church has anything to do with
it, it must be said that the country for many
miles around has any thing but a preposessing
appearance. The farm-houses are small, for the
most part built of logs, and all painfully alike.
No snug wood-sheds; no comfortable cattle-
yards; only here and there the luxury of &
well scemed to be understood, for, in many
places I observed the track from thie homestead
in which ill-cared for catile were daily driven
to water at some distant spring or creek.
Ploughs too were lying about the fields, left
where last they had been used, and many other
indications of slovenly farming too glaring to
escape the eye of the passizg tiaveller. Dal-
housie Mills iz rather pettily situated on the
River de Lisle. I am told there are no mills
here now, =hether from want of water, wit, or
capital, deponent sayeth not. What is worse,
there is no minister. An excellent elder,
though, is Mr. Cattenach, the Laird ; and most
grateful to the deputations, after a long drive
on & stormy day, was the princely manifestati-
on of his * Highland hospitality.” Wind and
weather not permitting, the missionary meet-
ing was small in numbers, but those present
seemed to be all good men and true, and in-
tensely interested in the proceedings. Little
was expected from them in the shape of money,
yet they actually headed the list, giving more
than any other congregation visited.

Cote St. George is but 4 or 5 miles down the
river, and as tho shades of evening began to
close around us we left r. Cattenach’s to hold
a mecting there at seveno’clock, The wind had
increased to a gale, and, instead of soft flakes
of snow, a blinding storm of sleet met us right
in the teeth. The roads were filled with snow
to the level of the fences, and orly bere and
there the vestige of a sleigh track was visible.
Fortunately we had not far to go. At Milton,

a village half way between Dalhousic and St. !

George, the minister of tbe “ Cote” resides.
There we gladly sought and found shelter from
the storm. All bopes of holding a mecting,
“ on sic & nicht in winter,” were for a time
abandoned, and, but for a characteristic dis-
play of female beroism, meeting there would
have been none. The emphatic exclamation
of tbe minister's wife “ Well, 'm going, stay
here who will,” settled the question ; and to
Cote St. George, in defiance of storm and drift,
we went.  Greatly to our surprise we found an
excellent audience, patiently waiting our arri-
val, the charch comfortably heated, and bril-
liantly illuminated for the occasion. This con-
gregation and Dalhousic were at one time
united in one charge; and their close proximity

clearly indicate that they should still be one.
It is to be hoped that the visit of this deputa-
tion, affording as it did an opportunity for giv-
ing a word of friendly advice from disinterest-
ed parties, may not have been without i13 in-
fluence towards a reconciliation of the unfortu™
nate local differences, which bave so long exist-
ed in these two neighbouring congregations.

Lochiel, the next place visited, is 20 miles
nearer the north pole than Dalhousic. The
roads being very heavry, an early start became
necessary. By eleven A. M. we were off, a
merry cavalcade of two double and two single
sleighs. [ think it was shortly after leaving
Milton that we drove under a triumpbal arch
of nature's own rearing, consisting of a single
living tree which gracefully spanned the road,
some 40 feet in width, the top rcsting upon
the ground. The centre of the arch seemed to
be about 16 feet frumn the road, apd the thick-
ness of the tree about 18 inches diameter. I
bad not time 1o notice of what kind it is,but
think it must be an elm. It has no branches
on the lower side, but on the upper they rise
straight up like young trees, to a considerabie
height, some of them being 6 or 8 inches dia-
meter. In summer it must have a very beautifal
appearance. How long it has lived in that
recumbent posture we could not learn. A mem-
ber of Presbytery has since told me that 22
years ago it occupied the same position it does
now.

The road by Alexandris, though 5 miles lon-
ger, was choser as being most travelled. The
village, boasting neither a Pompey’s pillar nor
a Cleopsatra’s needle, is nevertheless not with-
out attraction of its own kind. Here Donald
S. Saudficid, Esq., the deservedly popular,
M.P.P. for the county, bashis residence, with
extensive steam flouring mille, and, close by, one
of the most beantiful, neatly laid out, and, I
have no dcubt, highly cultivated farms, to be
found in Canada. I am sure his example can-
not but prove a great blessing to the whole re-
gion round about, where, abote all places in
Canadas, it is the most needed.

Lochiel occupies an isolated position in res-
pect of the resi of the Presbytery. It is never-
theless justly regarded as a point of peculiar
interest. Itis ¥ classic ground.” Here the battle
of the Free Church was fought twenty years
ago. Here McMillan, of Cardross notoriety,
and other big guns first up-hoised the sluice-
gate, whence issued ** that torrent of elo-
quence” which swept away many & credulous,
simple minded Presbyterian into the realms of
shadow. A desperate cffort was here made to
extirpate the ¢ residuary dregs of moderatism,”
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to silence for ever the “ dumb dogs,” by prc-
claiming liberty to the captive; to induce the
malaved ¢ Lo come out of her,” and finslly to
secure for the Free protesting Church of Scotland
8 desirable vaptage ground. Nor was the ef
fort altogether unavailing, as the existence of
& large stone church and brick mansein juxta-
position to the site of the auld kirk to this
day attests. It is graitfying, however, to learn
that the feelings then excited have calmed
down, that ministers and people of both church-
«3 are oftantimes found in fellowship, and
that alongside of the ¢ liberiy vole,” the old
standard, bearing its talismanic motto * nec
tamen consumebatur” still floats proudly in the
breeze.

Qur adherents in Lochiel number about 1209

and of the Free Church there are almost as |

many. Together they embrace nearly one half
the population of the township, the remaining
half being chiefly Roman Catbolic. We found
our minister in possession of a neat and com-
fortable brick manse, immediately in rear of
which, on a rising piece of ground, the unfinish-
¢d walls of 2 bandsome new stone church stand
out in bold relief. A close inspection shewed
that, while there was no attempt at ornament,
noraping of grandeurin the design,the materials
and workmanship of the building, so far as it
has progressed, are of the very best. Its dimen-
sions are 75 X 52 feet, which, without side galle-
ries, will afford ample room for 800 sittings.
The contract priceis said to be £1500. Tome
it geems scarcely possible that so large and
handsome a structure can be built for so small
a sum. It is to be hoped that the building com-
mittes will not be decoyed, as is too often the
case, into a heavy bill for ¢ extra work ;” this
is easily avoided by adbering strictly to the
original plan and specifications. Mr. Darroch,
the pastor of the congregation, has recently
retorned from a trip to Scotland. On one side
of his note book I observed a goodly number
of donations, some of them following names
very familiar: on the other side, no doubt, the
items for skoe leather and other incidental ex-
penses will swell o considerable sum to be
deducted from the aggregated contributions.
Should this meet the eyo of any who have
Xindly given or may yet be asked to give for
the Lochiel church, it may be satisfactory to
have the testimony of an eye witness that their
moncy will bo well bestowed and faithfully ap-
propriated to the erection of an ecclesiastical
edifice where ont is greatly needed, and which
will be & credit not only to Lochiel, but to the
cburch at large.

The old church hes been pulled down to make
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way for the new, o that, with no stated place
of worship, the congregation which is scatter-
ed over a wide district of country, is in that
unhappy condition familiarly likened to ¢ sixes
anod sevens.” Our meeting was held in the
Orange ball, a low-ceilinged upper room, said to
contain 200 people. It was on this occasion
well filled, and would have been comfortable
but for a red hot stove, which, despite the
efforts made to subdue its ardour, would not be
quenched. Theaddresses being chiefiy in Gaelies
were of course utterly unintelligibie to Suasse.
nack ears. It was evident, however, a3z the
night wore on, that the ¢ pathos” of some and
the eloquence of others were not expended in
vain. Previous to the meceting the deputation
had been much gladdened by the opportune ar-
rival of Dr. Mathieson of Montreal. Had he
dropped down from the clouds his presence could
not have been more unexpected or acceptable.
He had heard of the meeting, and his admira-
tion of the Highland character, added to some
pleasing raminiscenses of Lochiel in days long
gone by, bad induced him to come all the way
from Lancaster, forty miles, through drift and
snow, to be present on the occasion. His
“bodily presence,” which is by no means con-
temptible, was considered by us all as “ a host
in itself.” He gave a short but admirable ad-
dress, expressing in eloguent and touching
terms his delight at being present, as well as
his approval of the work in which the Presby-
tery was engaged, adding words of seasonable
encouragement to the congregation such as
will pot soon be forgotten.

Noon following found us at the church of
Indian Lands. The meeting had been announced
for the evening, and the intervening time was
agreeably spent under the humble but hospita-
ble roof of Mr. Ferguson, our missionary tem-
porarily stationed there. Amongstotber “cu-
rigsitics of literature’ we were shown one of
thosc beautiful French metrical psalters, con-
tairing the psaims of Darig, every line baving
the notes of music under it, as arranged by
Calvin, and bearing date, if I remember aright,
Stresburg, 1545 ;appended to this, alsoin French,
the directory for public worship as used by
the early reformers. This little gem, 300 years
old, is beautifully printed and is in excellent pre-
servation. By the way we passed a large and
very pretty brick church, which, though be-
longing to the Free church, is unoccupied. At
Alexandriaisapnother new and bandsome church
cdifice, also Free. At Martintown is a third
vacant brick church. In argumentone is some-
times said to prove {oo much. These unoccu-
pied, monumental churches suggested to me
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the thought, that, in their zeal to plant church
oppasite church, to settle minister for minister,
wherever ‘“ moderatiem"” obtained to provide the
antudote, it is just possible that our emanci-
pated brethren may have slightly overshot the
mark.

And now though my story is, not half told,
my time is up. Let me just say that the meet-
ing at Indian Lands was a very encouraging
one, that it was eleven o'clock at night when
we left the church, and that the drnive to Mar-
tintown, (12 miles), wasg themost delightful
imaginable. It was a * zero” night, calm and
clear, the full moon illuminating with her sil-
ver rays the sparkling crystals which soon en-
shrouded man and horse, and we sped along
through bush and clearance, over hiil and dale,
to the merry chime of the sleigh bells. I may
pot tarry to tell of the reception of Celtic de-
puties in the Saxon congregations of the west-
ern part of the Preshytery, nor of the kind-
ness, greater far than could be named, I receiv-
ed at the hands of each member of Presbytery ;
let me acknowledge, however, my obligation to
the Rev. James Mair, who drove me all the
way, 838 it were ¢ from Jerusalem and round
sbout unto Iliyricum.”

Our churchin Carada has been slow to learn
the truth, that its prosperity, under Providence,
depecds in a great measure upon the hearty
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co-operation of the laity. It is justly remarked
in your last issue that # in Canada the Presby-
terian minister occupies a very differeat posi-
tion from that which he occupier in Scotland.
So must it be with our church as a whole ; but
what of that? Novus seclorum, nascitur ordo.
Amid abounding wickedness there is yet in the
world a vast amount cf unobtrugive sterling
worth. Amid much seeming apatby and indif-
ference there runs through all our congrega-
tions an under current of strong attachment to
the Church of Scotland. The great problem
to be solved by our church is, how best to uge
the good for the reclamation of the bad, how
best to develop the untold resources, and to
utilize the latent power, that lie dormant in
our congregations. It appears to me that the
Presbytery of Toronto is not far from a satig-
factory solution of thisimportant question, and
that will be & good day for our church, when
every one of our Presbyteries shall have en-
tered upon their work with a zeel like theira.
Then may we be able to appropriate the tri-
umphant language of the Hebrew monarch,
“ Walk about Zion, and go round about her,
tell the towers thereof—mark well her bul-
warks, comsider bher palaces; that ye may
tell it to the generation following. For this
God is our God for ever and ever; he will he
our guide even unto death.”

Lotrees and Rebiefos.

A History oF Curistiax Doctrise: By
William G. T. Shedd, D.D. Two vol-
umes. Dawson Brothers, Montreal.

These voluines, “the result of several
ye=.s of investigation, while the author held
the professorship of Ecclesiastical History
in the Theological Seminary at Andover,
Massachusetis,”” are a noble contribution
to English Theological literature.  They
furnish excellent reading to any man of in-
telligence, but are of special interest and
value to ministers of the Gospel.  The at-
tempt is a novel oneat least in the English
language, and in some respects is more
satisfactory than similar attemptsin anoth-
er language, such as the manuals of Baum-
garten, Crusius and Hagenbach. The field
traversed by Dr. Shedd is a vast one,
and the plan Le follows is * to investigate
each of the prinaipal subjects by itself, start-
ing from the first begmnings of scientific
reflection upon it, and going down to the
latest and most complete foims of state-

ment.””  Although one is disposed st time
to hesitate at the author’s mode of putting
cerlain points, this is not more than might
be expected in a work of the kind, while
the evidences of mature reflection and ripe
scholarship, which every page of it preseats,
command a deference to views which may
not be at once or fully acceptable. The
style is rich and vigorous, such asno read-
erat all familiar with theological literatura
will be readily tired of.

Tue BisLiotiigcA Sacra asp Bisik Re-
prosITory. Qct. 1868.

Tue Bipuiotisca Siacra. Jan. 1864.
Andover, U. S. Warren F. Draper.

These titles indicate » new stage in the
history ‘of this American Theological Re-
view. The two perioldicals named in the
first of them were united in fact in 1851 ;
they appear now under the single title, The
Bibliothcca Sacra. We do not know to
whose kindness we are indebted for these
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numbers. We believe there is an agency l
at The Witness office, and the presumption
is they came from that quarter. We are
glad and thankful to receive them, for the
papers they contain are, as usual, full of
value and interest. It is the largest of all
Theological Quarterlies on the continent,
each: number containing about 225 pages.
The annual subscription is $4 or $3.50
when supplied by agents, in advance. In
the matter there is much that is new ; the
reading is always fresh.

Tue Britisy Nortii AMERICAN ALMANAC
ANpD AxnuaL Recorp for the year
1864. Vol.1. John Lovell, Montreal.

This is the earnest of a new attempt on
the part of our enterprising publisher to
serve the public in this and the adjoining
British Provirces. Its great characteristics
are fulness and accuracy. The information
most likely to be required for ordinary pra:
tical purposes respecting these colonies, is
furnished in the pag s of this volume; and
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the sonrces from which it has been ubtain-
ed, as well as the care obviously expended
in procuring it, afford a degree of reliance
which is highly satisfactory. The publisher
menns to continue the work from year to
year, and, now that the ob:tacles incident
to the preparation of a first volume have
been overcome, hopes to Le hereafter on
time.

Oriver & Boyp’s New EpixBrren ALMa~
NAC, AND NaTioNAL REPOSITORY FOR
1863. Oliver & Boyd, Edinburgh, per
Dawson Brothers, Montreul.

This useful annual sustains its ling es
tablished reputatior as a reliable repository
of a'l kinds of national statistics and gene-
ral information. The usual list of minis-
ter: o our church in Canada is given,
but not in its customary place. Though
forwarded to the publishers on receipt of
last year's list for coirection, it did not.
reach in time for insertion in the proper
counection. It appears at page 847.

@he Churches and therr FFlissions.

'The Annual Meeting of the National Bible
Society of Scotland was held in the City Hall,
Glasgow, onthe 11th Jan. His Grace, the Duke
of Argyle, President, in the chair. The direc-
tors rejoiced in continued and marked progress,
the issue of entire copies of the Bible and Tes-
tament having been 126,000. The circulation
doring and subsequently to 1861, when Edin-
burgh and Glasgow united in the National
Society, may be stated as follows :—

1861.. 103,610 copies or parts of Scripture.
1862.. 116,724 do. do.
1863.. 143,000 (at least) do. do.

The following details show the proportions
of the various items making up last years
issues.

Bibles and Testaments,...... 126,040
Parts of New Testament,.... 11,062
Psalms,eeeeinniinnnaaa... 6,139

It will be seen that the issne of entire
copies of the Bible and Testament exceeds the |
whole circulation of 1862, which was the high- |
est then attained in Scotland—while including
the parts and Psalms, there is an increase of
26,276 copies.

The rcceipts for the year, from ordinary
sources, have been £8500. To this amount must
be added £595 1%s 1d, transferred by the com-
mittee representing the Edinburgh Bible So-
ciety, making a total of £909517s 14, an in-
crease of £450 above the revenue of the pre-
viousyear. Of thisamount, £5196 has been
received as returns for Scriptures, leaving the
sum of, say £3900 8s available for the ordinary
purposges of the society. Itis cbiefly through
the National Society tbat the Bible wants of the
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Gaelic-speaking population of Scotland are sup-
plied. The society’s special colportage was re-
resumed in May, when Mr William Murray was
sent to the district of country accessible from
the Caledonian Canal. During the four months
in which he traversed this thinly-peopled dis-
trict, he sold 601 Bibles, 232 Testaments, and
149 parts and Psalms. In June & second col-
porteur, Mr John Maclcod, was sent specially
to labour amongst the Highlanders engaged in
the herring fishing at Stornoway. Thence he
procecded to Wick, and at the close of the fish-
ing, crossed Caithnesg, and is now traversing
Sutherlandshire. During the six months end-
ing 2d Dec., his sales were as follows :—Gae-
lic Testaments, 240 ; Gaelic Bibles, 708 ; Eng-
lish Testaments, 1030 ; English Bibles, 1565;
Norwegian Testaments, 5, and Psalms, 98-—in
all, 3646. Ttk 3 is the largest sale yet accom-
plished by a Bible colporteur in Scotland. 1In-
cluding the colporteur’s salary, and all other
expenses, this issue has been less costly than if
the same number of Sibles had been given at the
ordinary grant prices for distribution.

The Rev. Andrew Lochhead, chaplain
of Paisley prison, died on the 12th January
last, of typhus fever caught in the perform-
ance of duty. Mr. Lochhead was a native of
Paisley. Shortly after obtaining license, he
was appointed by the Colonial Committee of
the Cburch of Scotland to Prince Edward Is-
land, where he remained for some years as min-
ister of Georgetown. Returning to Paisley he
became chaplain to the prison, and while <is-
charging his duties in that position be engaged
in the study of medicine. But a few months



84

before his death he received the degree of M.D.
from the University of Glasgow. We believe :
it was his intention to have returned to Prince !
Edward Island. Dr. Locklead was a man of
very considerable ability and forzce of charac- |
ter. His earaestaess especially was great. He
was only 46 years of age. e leaves behind |
him, in Prince Edward Island, a widow and
two children.

The Scottish correspondent of the Daily
Telegraph writes :—If [ had a mind—and were
otherwise qualified—to enter the Church of
Scotland, I should study at St. Andrews, for it
has sent more eminent men into the Church
than any of the other Universities. Not to
mention Dr. Chalmers, and the Hills, and the
Cooks of bygone years, it can now, amongst '
its alumni, poiat to Dr. Robertson, of Glasgow,
by many competent judges reckoned the most !
4 intellectual” preacher in Scotland; to Dr.
Robert Lee,the most shrewd, the most liberal and
one of the most witty; and, I think,to the majori-
ty of the ministers of Edinburgh ; and, I am sure
10 Principal Tulloch,and Mr. Story of Roseneath
—two of the few who are known in the repub-
lic of letters, also to all the four professors
of biblical criticism in the Scottish Universi-
ties. The quiet, little, grey, old, Oxford looking
place by the far-sounding sea is, 1 dare say, fa-
vourable to study. It does sati<fy one's ideal
of a university town—if it were nut so gay
with golfers and bathers in summer—which
the other three cities, from their overwhelming
size, and noise, and bustle, do not.

The Welsh Calvinistic Church in England
began in a weekly mecting of three or four pious
Welshmen for prayer, in an old quarry, now
St. James Cecmetery, near Liverpool. It
was started by an iandividual named William ;
Llewyd, who left his home on account of perse-
cution, and came to Liverpool in 1781. Per-
severing from this weak beginuing, he was the
humble means of commen-~ing an enterprise
which now embraces, according to the Weekly
Reoiew,some ten or eleven chapels in Liverpool,
Birkenhead, and Seacombe ; and although they
are so many, yetit is considered that the wants
of the Welsh people in these places are yet far
from being adequately supplied. Tue ministers
and elders of all these churches meet together
every month as a Presbytery, and they all
consider themselves as constituting but one
Church. They have a heart to work most cer-
tainly, and it appears that they are blessed
with a feeling of great brotherliness among
themselves. They have thirty-seven clders,
magy of them prosperous and wealthy men;
but their hearts are still faithful to the Church
of their fathers. The membership oniy amounted
to four or five when the Church was formed in
the bouse of Llewyd,iu 1782; by 1786 it amount-
ed to fifty-two; now it is 3,180. In the year
1833-34, tho sum of all the public collections
was £457 3s. 11ld.; the church collections,
£365 18. 73d. This year the sum of the public
collections was £4,826 13.; and the chuarch
collections, £929 15s. §d.

The Protestaat population of Great Britain,
which amounts toabout 23,000,000,gives annu-
ally more than double the amount for foreign
missioas contributed by the 182,000,000 of Ro-

| of his ways in & very singular manner.
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man Catholics. In the United States, also, the
appropriations of the various Evangelical So-
cieties to Foreign Missions for this year, exceed
thoge of the entire Papal world. France, which
contributes over three milliox, out of four mil-

| lion seven hundred thousand francs, furnished

but one-cleventh of a franc per member. The
Protestants of that country coatribute one-
third or one-fourth of a franc each. In Ger-
many the Protestants contribate more than
twice the amount furaished by Romanists.
Besides this, the Gustavus Adolphus Society,
(Home Mission) raises 175,000 thalers against
40,000 raised for the same purposes by the
Papists.

Warpensia.—Very interesting reports reach

; usfrom the various Waldensian mission stations

of the progress of evangelization. The case of
a poor man in Brescia Hospital—who was badg-
ered in his dying hours by the priests, but
refused their services, and died rejoicing in an
all-sufficient Saviour—has been noised abroad.
Fifty young tradesmen of Como have establish-
ed an Evangelical Church, as the result of an
exposition at the interment of a Hungarian
Protestant lady and tte zeal of a colporteur
in the district. The innkeeper at Lamms, on
Lake Como, has large audiences collected to
hear the Gospel from the lips of the evangelist,
despite the excommunications of the priests,
for whose good or bad word some sixty work-
men and otner inhabitants seem to care very
little. At Chiavenna, the village ian is also
the place of meeting for & number of people
earnest about spiritual things, and who have
experienced the kind protection of the delegate
of police against priestly interference. In
Pavia, a ~oom, holding 150 persous, has, for
some time bock, been once 8 week filled with
professors and students of the University, who
listen to, and discuss with Signor Turin, the
vital doctrines of the faith. This is one of the
first instances in which serious heed has been
given to the truth as it is in Jesus by the mid-
dle and educated classes, and God seems to be
blessing the movement. In the island of Eiba
the good work progresses. Solemn testimony
to Christian truth has been borne by a dying
Evangelical, while the little chapel at Riois
about to be opened and free of debt. In Peru-
gia, cardinals and priests have heen fulminating

| againgt the so-called * Evangelical Academy.”

The evangelist Combe has bad a busy time of
it this summer, publishing short and pithy
replies to the attacks printed and circulated
there and at Todi. One man, who has siace
become a colporteur, was saved from the error
Some
time ago he was most wretched. He did not
behieve in God. He tried to believe in tha
devil, and to love him. He cherished ia hig
heart the infernal image, and read with avidity
all that related to Satan or could recal his in-
fluence. He weat the length of invoking him,
asking the evil one to reveal himself to him.
Cne day the curé from the pulpit announced
that the town of Perugis was infestod with
Protestants. “ And do you know, my desr
brethren,” said he, “what Protestants ara?
They are monsters of iniquity, who have ra-
nounced Jesus Christ, and who worship tha
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devil.” ¢ Excellent news,” said tlie man of
whom we are speaking to himself; and that
very day he ran to the meeting of those wor-
shippers of the devil, and it was there that he
learned to give himself to Jesus Christ, and to
worship Him.

From Sienna we have a touching story of &
little boy, who, during a long illness, had
spoken occasionally to the Evangelist Kay or
going to Jesus. Contemplating the possibility
of departure from the world, he con.eived the
odd idea of disposing amoug his friends, by
way of legacy, of the several parts of his budy.
All seemed to be bequeathed, when the n.other
remarked that he had omitted ‘ the dear little
heart.” Already had her share been assigned,
but she may bave thought that to no oue but
herself could the heart be awarded. Buat no,
the little patient felt that e could make no
further bequest, and promptly answered that
the little heart must be kept for Jesus—asurpris-
ing, Dbeautiful, almost sublime turn in the
strange colloguy.

Cmina.—The Chinese hospital at Amoy is
now an institution well known, and cordially
supported by the foreign residents and the na-
tive population of that istund, which isin close
contiguity to the mainland of Fuh-Keen. lItis
under the care of Dr. Carnegie, who is in con-
nection with the English Presbyterian Church.
The committee of the hospital are ! very sensi-
ble of the value of Dr. Carnegie’s services ; and
by means of his gratuitous ctforts the hospital
has been enabled to maintain its character, not
merely and simply as a philanthropic, but as a
Christian institution.” The average attendance
on dispensing daysis not large, nor is the tabu-
lar list of diseases treated in the hospital large
as compared with other places, which have a
much greater population. But there have al-
ways been care and attention bestowed upon
those who do apply for medical or surgical re-
Jief. It is also pleasing to find in the manage-
ment of this small bat excellent institution, the
greatest harmony prevailing among the repre-
sentatives of different societies both of England
and Amecrica, who continue to keep up religious
services in the hospjtal during the attendance
of the paticnts on dispensing days. The work
i6 so thoroughly well done, both in 2 medical
and missionary point of view, that we natural-
I¥ expect to see evident marks of the Divine
blessing, and we are not disappointed. Pa-
tients have gone out from the Bethesda to tell
their kindred and friends in their different ham-
lets and villages the good things the Lord has
done for them, and have induced many to re-
pounce idolatry, and serve the only living and
true God. The missionaries themselvesalso meet
with a hearty welcome in nearand distantplaces
from their known connexion with the hospital.
This is just what it ought to be; and though it
cxists in the other ports where hospitals are
established, it is more marked there from the
domonstrative character of the people, and the

unity of heart and action which distinguish the |

religious community of that place, whether
they are foreigners or natives. The heathen
doubtless are constrained to say, “Sec how
these Christians love one another!™  The Revs.
J. Stronach, Wm. Burns, E. Doty, C. Douglas,

|
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W. Lea, and others, have been blessed in doing
a great work there.- -Chrislian Work.

Queexsiaxp.—The Church of Rome is full of
energy, and with great skill diverts the stream
of immigration to its own ecclesiastical ma-
cbinery. With a system and vigour worthy of
some great mercantile firm, the Romish bishop
has chartered ships, allured imwigrants, and
brought them out at & profit, by appropriating
their land-orders to the so-called ¢ Queensland
Immigration Suciety.” If the people brought
out on these terms are satisficd, the scheme
may yet run ot indefinitely, being, so far as
outsiders can judge, almoust or quite self-sup-
porting. The socicty is not nominally secta-
rian, and some Protestants have availed them-
selves of its assistance. Let us give it due
credit as an able scheme, and well adapted to
answer the end of introducing & large amouat
of Irish adherents of the Papacy among us;
but Protestants coming out in ships, under its
control, may expect to find on the ocean, for
three or four months, & not very gracious asso-
ciate. Some thousands must by this time have
come hither under the guidance of this
society, each draft being headed by its priest.
Frames of sturdy Hibernian build, and coun-
tenances twinkling with the humour of the
Emerald Isle, swarm in our streets. Nun-mak-
ings occur also, when the elite of Protestant
churches gather to see the spectacle and share
hospitality afterwards. Then the press circu-
lates the news, in descriptions which betoken
something more than secular cditorship.

Old Cudlabur is a piece of country on the
Guinea cozst in 8° E. Long. and 5°> 4’ N. Lat,,
just west of the great angle in the west coast of
Atrica. Here the United Presbyterian Church
of Scotland has a mission now 16 years old.
The language has been reduced to writing and
acquired bynatives as wellas by the missionaries,
and the New Testament has been translated and
distributed. Some have been converted, some
of themn have died in the faith, and a little
Christian community has grown up. The sced
is sown for the future harvest.

ANTIGUA.—Antigua is one of the oldest
fields of missionary Ixbour in the West Indies,
and in few parts of the world havecvangelistic
efforts been morce successful. So generally
diffused was religious instruction, and so
thoroughly had it infiuenced the population,
that when the Emancipation Act was passed in
1834, it was decided by the colonial legislature
that the slaves were prepared for their liberty,
and might be intrusted with the boon without
the preliminary eapprenticeship which was
thought necessery in other islands. This island
has, however participated in the distressing re-
action io religious matters which has been, of
late years, but too characteristic of the West
Indies generally. Not that the population
generally has thrown off the outward decorum
of religion ; the observance of the Lord’s Day
and of the proprictics of public worship is still
far in advance of many localities in Great
Britain—but there is a deplorable want of
earnestness in religious profession, while some
furms of sin are producing results whichattract
the attention of the authoritics at bome om
mere social grounds. Perbhaps no spot of carth
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is more abundantly supplied with the means of
grace. Besides the Established Church, the
United Brethren have nine churches and four
school-chapels where the Gospel is preached
every Lord's Day and on week evenings. There
are nine missionaries and seven lay preachers
of the Brethren’s Church. The number of
hearers is about 12,000, and of communicants
3497. The Wesleyans have ten chapels, and
employ five missionaries and ten lay preachers.
The congregations number about 6000, and
the communicants 2122. The work of reli-
gious education is not neglected ; but although
there is a denominational school within easy
distance of every dwelling in the island, the
managers complain of the indifference of many
of the people with regard to the great bless-
ing of scriptural education.

The Sunday-school in the United States, (of
America) is an almost universal institution.
You will hardly find, in the well-settled por-
tions of that country, a Church—i. e, a con-
gregation—which does not with greater or
less energy prosecute this important Christian
mission, Presbyterians, Methodists, Episcopal-
ians, Baptists, and Congregationalists, alike re-
cognize in the Sunday-school a vital element of
ecclesiastical success. That congregation
which should either neglect or overlook this
class of work, would be regarded as lacking in
true zeal for Christian truth, and as lagging
behind the spirit of the age. Certainly the
Americans make more of the Sunday-school,
and use it more,than any other Christian people.

With them it is & power in the Church. From
the Sunday-school, chiefly, the ranks of the
Christian discipleship are filled and enlarged.
It supplies, to a great extent, labourers for all
the departments of Christian service ; and, for
the reason which will be shortly stated, there
is scarcely a clergyman of any Church in the
United States, or a foreign missionary of any of
the American societies, or a lay-worker in any
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of the numerous congregations which are scat-
tered over the country, who was not in early
youth connected with s Sunduy-school. Yes,
a very large proportion—say nine-tenths—of
those who become communicants in theChurches
save those of them who have migrated from the
British Isles and from Germany, have passed a
novitiate in this institution.

The social position which the American Sun-
day-school holds in Christian congregations, as
well as in the community at large, is 2 marked
feature in its history and progress. s arule,
all communicants, and even non-communing
members of congregations, send their children
to the Sunday-school. We have seen for ex-
ample, the daughters of a supreme judge sitting
in the same class with the children of small
tradesmen and mechanics. Indeed, lawyers,
physicians, clergymen, merchants, and manu-
facturers of the very first grade, regard it as
their duty, and most of them as their privilege
also to place their children oncea week under the
instruction of a pious Sunday-school teacher.
It is conceded that this practice has its draw-
backs. The contact of the children of a well-
ordered Christian family with those of lowand
neglected, and therefore ignorant, households
in the neighbourhood, could scarcely fail to
bring down the tone of the former class agree-
ably to the maxim, “ Evil communications cor-
rupt good manners.” Besides, the practice pre-
sents a temptation to parents to transfer the
responsibility of Sabbath family instruction
from themselves to comparatively irresponsible
parties. This latter drawback is, tv our minds,
the most serious. Indeed we have long regard-
ed it as a fair subject for discussion whether
the religious training of all Christian families
ought not to be thrown exclusively upon the
parents or other guardians of our youth; and
the Sunday-school work of the Church, confin-
ed as of old,te the children of families religiously
destitute and ignorant.—Dr. Jenkins.

Articles Selected.

LAY OF THE LOOM IN THE OLDEN TIME.

Merrily, merrily swang my lay,
In the golden days of yore ;
For workmen glorious days were they,
Of plenty—and something more.
Well clothed and fed, we held up our head
At chuich, at market, or fair,
And looked around without shame or dread,
With an independent air.
Ob, merrily swung my lay.

Merrily, merrily swung my lay,
‘When work aud money were rife,
And industry earned a noble pay
Tolighten a toilsome life.
A house had I, and a garden too,
Wrought, paid for, and all my own ;
My children there to manhood grew,
All strong in sinew and bone.
Ob, merrily swung my lay.

Merrily, merrily swung my lay,
And the world ran swiftly round
In circling pleasure, for every day
With unction from God was crown'd.
Kind hearts and enough to spare had we,
Warm- welcomes to honest friends,
And morsels to vagrant misery,
That lives on life’s odds and ends.
Ob, merrily swung my lay-

Merrily, merrily swung noy lay,
For grace was kindly given
To me and mine, to walk in the way—
The King’s highway—to heaven.
And on we walked; in faith and love
Qur family beart ¥as one,
And set on the glorified onc above,
Who—dying—the Kingdom wen.
Ob, merrily swung my lay.
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LAY OF THE LOOM AT THE PRESENT
TIME.

Now crazily swings my creaking lay,
Most dismally hangs my head;
And, musing on days long passed away,
My beart grows heavy as lead.
Bare, and tatter'd, and torn I creep,
And shiver in winter weather,
And scarcely can earn enough to keep
This soul and body together.
Oh, dolefully swings my lay.

Now crazily swings my creaking lay,
And, grinded to skin and bones,
I tramp and shuttle the live-long day,
Weaving my sighs with my groaas.
My house and my garden gone! All gone!
Now, under a stranger’s roof,
1 sit like a spectre all alone,
Cursing my warp and my woof.
Oh, dolefully swings my lay.

Now crazily swings my creaking lay ;

It speaks of a world of wrong,
Wrought by some fingers of living clay,

Which denth wili crumble e’er long.
Ambition has broken many a heart,

Ang thousands to ruin driven ;—
“Tyrants, repent lest your souls depart,

And miss the road to heaven!

Ob, dolefully swings my lay.

Now crazily swings my creaking lay,
And shakes my ricketty loom;

An old dog now—1 am growing grey—
Aud must suffer an oid dog's doom.

Why stands in Fortune’s temple up there
That man in his gilded niche,

Whilst I, a brother, lie cold and bare,
Shiv’ring in poverty's ditch ?

Oh, dolefully swings my lay.

Now crazily swings my creaking lay,
But its creaking soon shall cease;
And, dying before my time, I pray
That my soul may rest in peace.
Sweet frugal friends, who a farthing grudge
To misery’s starving soul,
Just bury the old, gray, cast-off drudge
In bis own damp treddle-hole.
Then motionless hangs his lay.

—Rev. CrARrLEs Marsmair, A Paisley poet.

THE TRUE IDEA OF PROGRESS.

The spirit of true progress is an organizing,
not a destroying spirit. It is a spirit of love,
not of hatred. Itis wise and reverent, not ig-
norant and arrogant.  Only out of a profound
knowledge of the past, and a deep sense of the
wisdom of its lessons, can come the right gui-
dance that shall safely conduct society on-
wards to a better future. Human bistory pro-
ceeds according to living, not mechanicsl laws.
Politicaland socialamelioration can neverbe ac-
coraplished by destroying, by pulling down the
old, even in order to the reconstruction of some-
thing new and better. It is not an affair of de-
struction and reconstruction. Itisagrowth. It
is mainly an affair of unfolding the result of the
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mutual counterworking of forces which are
vital, not dead. The old historical life of hu-
manity must not be regarded as #tanding in no
relations, much less in relations purely hostile to
the life of the present. The life of the future must
be the continuation of the life of tke past—invi-
gorated, purified, itis to be boped, and unfolding
itself in new and fresh forms. Young America,
therefore, ina wise and right-hearted fealty to
its mission, will not fallinto the error of setting
itself in hostility to the past, as if it were some-
thing tobe hated, crushed, extinguished. It
will not arrogantly claim, as its own exclu-
sive creation, all the germs of true progress it
discerns. * * * It must not imagine that
there isno truth anywhere in the universe but in
its own possession ; that there is no possibility of
its falling into one-sidedness, exaggeration, er-
ror—and that through the very intensity with
which it finds itself possessed by the great idea
of the age, and the very strength of the im-
pulse which leads it to protest against all that
seems to stand in opposition to it. — Dr. Henry
on Sociul Welfare and Human Progress.

A GOOD MISTRESS.

#So you have lost Mrs——." The remark made
to us one Saturday morning, by a friend who
had come to visit us by an early train, and who
had learned of the sudden death thus referred
to, was the first intimation we received that
another member of our flock was in the eternal
world ; another blank made in our communion
roll ; another seat rendered vacant in our sanc-
tuary. It had been a season of unusual mor-
tality among those committed to our pastoral
care. Our path for preceding months bad
lain very much amid deathbeds. Yet in most
of the cases we had been called to visit, we
were privileged to enjoy sweet evidences tnat
the souls of the dying ones were looking to,
and resting on, the Rock of Ages. What en-
couragement can be greater to the spiritual
husba:dman than this, whether he looks to the
reassuring of his own faith in Christ, or the
strengthening of his heart amid his labours
for others?

The lady, of whose sudden removal during
the preceding night we were thus apprized,
had been associated with our congregation for
nineteen years. During that long period, she
was ever ready to give her counsel and lend her
influence in seasons of difficulty. Doing what
she could for the outward machinery of the
church, she was still more deeply interested in
Zion’s spiritual well-being. Her path was like
the shining light, which shone more and more as
the eternnl dawn approached. Inherlast years
especially, her heart burned for the salvation
of precious souls. Many a plan she took to do
good to others. Singling out some whom she
knew to be careless and living in neglect of
ordinances, she gave them no rest till she saw
them brought to the house of prayer, and seated
under the sound of the Gospel ; while she could
bardly restrain her emotions of joy, when she
haditin her power to tell of any being awakened
to an interest in divine things. Of her prac-
tical efforts for the good of those whobad once
been sunk in the depths of drunkenness, but
were giving fair promise of amendment, in &
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season when the tide of revival was flowing
tbrough the tand, lct thefollowing instance be
mentioned. It was the time of our annual fair,
when Satan's seat is established mote promi-
peatly than ever, and temptations to iniquity
literally .hound.

* MISTRESS.
She invited scme in whose !

case she was interested to her house, where in |

her hall, along with
comfurtable repest.

hearir.g intcresting expositivns ¢n & variety of
topics, illustrated by diagrams and 2 magic lan-
tern; sacred music enlivened the assemblage ;
and the whole entertainment was wound up by
family worship in the drawing-rvoom. The cox-
trast between a night spent in such excrcises,

st servants, they had 2 |
«he evening was sjentin |
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racter, particularly in an age when we fear toc
little atiention is paid to the quict and vnpre-
tending walk of the believer amid the ballowed
precincis of howe. She was emphatically & Goop
{t was our jot to converse with nct
a few who knew her in this capacity, and their
unisersal testimony was one of love and respect.
{n the tear we saw in the ¢ye of one who had
fir many years been her gardener, and whe

thongh at the time of her death he had been
lung absent from her service, gladiv attended
ber funeral, we read the same iestimeny.  His
cmoiion, as be stood by her grave, told of the

- gratefid and Kindly feeling still existing in bis

and one passed amid the miserable urgies of the
public-house, with which in former days ~cr ¢ .
present had been too familiar, was especially re- |

marked Ly the men themselves un their way
home, who mingied w.ththeir cbservations cx-

pressions of gratitu ‘e to her who was taking '
* mut on their part with prazer for the blessing

such an interest in “hem and their familics.

The Lord’s servants sbe Jored and esteemed.
tler house was «ver open to them, and her hos-
pitality abounded  Many 2 minister of Christ
whom she mtt ia other corners of the vineyard
and whom she saw to be wornout with the tuils
of service, got from her the kindiy welcome to
visit her, and cnjoy a scason of reposc under
her roof.

In the spirit of her Lord and Master, she did
not consider it beaeath hier to care for the bodics
and temporal interests of these around her.
Many were her gfis tothe poor.  From herewn
table she would often sct aside little delicacies
which she thought some poor lad dying of con-
sumption, ar some lone widow sinking utnder
advancing vears, would relish. On the very last
day of her life, she gave arders for several arti-
cles of clothing to be made for some of the aflic-
ted poor, whe, 10 wrateser outward denomi-

breast tuwards his old employer

Asamisiress, she ¢ looked well to the wayscf
her houschold.” She attended to the minutest
details. Farfrom being on thic account disliked
by faihsul servants, sle was leved and apj reci-
ated all the mere for it, just as Boaz of old,
when he went out Limself to sce the reapers,

of Ged to cume down upon him.  Her careful

" superintendence of her domestics issued in the

nation they belonged, shared her kindaess. She

made nodisiinction in this respect: that a party
w28 in needy circumstances, was cnough to
clicit her sympathr. In making others the
chanaels of coavexing her liberality, if she
thought the objects of her kindness were not
fearing the Lord, she would charge her messen-
gers o say 2 word on ‘the onc thing nced-
fol.’

The remark of an eminent divine whenasked
as to the characier of some one, ‘1 never lived
with him,’ was but another form of cxpressing
the trite but true observation, that we are reclly
wxuat we are relctiredy. Mucn stress is laid in
the Bible on the domestic dutics. Te what
people are within the quict precinceis of home

puch value may be attached. as an index to their -

general character. It was the §uaint remark of
a celedrated preacher, when speaking of the
practical fruits of hoiiness as an index o true
fi3th in Jesus, that ke would like to go dowan
into the kitchens of his flack, and sec the daily
conduct of mistresses in their inlercourse with
their servaals, as well asthat of servants in their
discharge of appointed duty. This suggesis a
feature ia the life of her of wham we now write,
one or two iilusttntions of which we propase to
present to our readersia the seqael of this notice.

best results to them.  Many of them aere, by
hier instrumentality, trained to habits of cleasn-
lincss, neatness. punctuality, and order, fur
which they had to thank her all their days.
She never hesitated to remonstrate with them
when she saw them indulging in waste. The
weil-known proverh was oftenon herlips. Waste
not, want not. while from it she pointed out not
only the sinfulness of such conduct intheeye of
Him to whom they had to account for the right
use of cv¥erything committed to thein, but also
dwelt on the ruinous consequences to themselves
from not cuitivating habits of carefulness. in
the event of their ever having homes of ther
own {0 manage on scanty incomes. In thosc
little thangs, in which servants are apt o count
diskonesty no sin, she inculeated scrupuloes
ace  cr remindingthose under bereare that he
who is faithful in that which is least, is faithfol
aiso in much. Reealling her carly days. when
servanic were much less given to show in dress
than ke ate notw, she used to remird her do-
mestics that there was such a thing as dressing

" abote the siation in which Ged had placed

them, and pointed out how much more becomiag
were piainness and modesiy of aitive, thaz
the fiaunting and gaudy garhs in whick so many
in these times array themselves.  She failed
not to imprece on them, in connection with this
subject the duty of laying up a portion «« 1bew
wages in the Suvings’ Rask, in the prespect of
a season of sickness, and with a si. = to what
m:ght be their position in life at a later peviod
in their hictary.  QOften have we keard ber ia-
ment the fact, that servants sox.a.dass were 50

. much given ta change their siluxtions.—
" a feature in itself not farvourable to that steady

accumulation of savings br which many in
theis pasition were long ago distinguished, and
which proved so beneficial to themseives and
all connccicd with them. Such a tendency.
morecoter, efectaally prevents what marked the
olden times—the muigal atlachmenl between

~ master and servant which was fostered by the

We have singled it oul from maay others which

we might have taken, jost becauvse of the satis-
factosy prool which it afords of Christian cha-

leagihened continuance of that oelatienship
Hence it is new coampanalively rare to meed 13
fuszilics thase old demestics whese well-known
faces. scen for many = leag sear atrund e
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same he "4 betokened them as * fumily piece’
establis nts where they hived.

In the moral and spiritual interests of ner ser-
vants she took the deepest and liveliest interest.
She eadeavoured to direct their eye in all things
to God. She was wont to tell them that they
should do their duty not as to her, bat as to
Him. She would often ask them at the civse of
a day, if they had done anything for the Lord
duringits hours. When detained from ordinances
by bodily weakress, she was in the habit of read-
1ng the Bible and engaging in prayer with the
servant who might be at home with her; while
one of the last counsels which procecded from
ker lips was to a domestic, whom she exharted
to sec to it that she was on the right way, and
torest content with nothing short of an interest
in the Lord Jesus Christ.
pressed her desire that her dwelling might be a
- house of prayer upstairs and down. Speaking
caring her latter days, to one of her servants
who had been for years in her family, in regard
toan cld woman who had been often helpful to
them in houschold matters, but of whose spiri-
tual state she stood in doubt, she urged the
continuance of believing prayer and cfort in
her behalf, saying, - Don't rest till be
brought into the kingdom. What a jewel in
a0y one’s crows, to be the means of getting
her into the kingdom I’

Thus solicitous for the welfare of her ser-

' the fear of the Lord prompts.
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Let all mistresses learn a lesson from the case
we have now recorded ; and especially let those
who make a profession of love to Jesus, give
practical proofs of its sincerity in their daily
intercourse with those who are under them in
the family circle. ¢ Masters, give unto yourser-
vants that which is just and equal, knowing
that ye also have a Master in Heaven' (Col. ir.
1). And let servants favoured by the Lord
with situations under those wko, by their careful
superintendence of them inevery respect, show
that they have their welfare truly at beart, prize
their privileges. Let them cheerfully fall in
with all those houschold arrangcments to which
Let them re-
member their deep responsibility as those to

, whom God bkas given much, and of whom e

She frequently ex- |

will require at leagth in proportion to the talents
entrusted. ¢ Servants, be obedient to them that
are your masters according to the fiesh, with
fear and trembling, in singleness of your heart,

" as unto Christ: not with eve-service, &s men-

pleasers: but as the servants of Christ, doing

" the wil’ of God from the heart ; with good-will

vants’ souls, it will not be matlter of wonder |
that she sasww to their regular attendance at -

God’s house, provided them with good books
sad periodicals for their perusal at home, afford-
ed every facility for their atteadance at meet-
iags where she thought good might he got;
sad stedfastls set her face agaiast iate hours,
and all praciices which might Lkave been the
istling in of the narrow wedge of sin.  Against
the snares laid in their way by ovil companions
she never ceased to lift up a warning veice.
Never will we farget the decided negative which
we heard hier gite toa reqaest made by a/ party
from a dislance, that one of her domestics
might ga under his care to 2 marriage daaciag
hall which was (o be held some miles off, en-
farcing hier refusal by a siatem-at that she
Isokzd on each of her fervants as a mombrr of
her owa family. aad waosld nat alisw any of
them to go to scenass where she would nat
czpose hier own children.

Of what were all the traits of x Good NisTRRSS

i

doing service, as to the Lord, and not to men :
knowing that whatsocver good thing any man
doeth, the same shall receive of the Lord
whether he be bond or free’. (Eph. vi. 5-85).—
Christian Treasury.

MORAL DISGIPLINE OF GIVING.

Giviag is one of the means of grace; one of
the best means of spiritual growth.  If no good
externally is done by the gifts, the charities,
stil & vital and immeasarable good is done to
the giving coul ; cnough, and vastly mare than
cnough, tojasufy the deed. The sordid taunt

. sooften thrown, ** Why this waste 7" comes of

a7 index, bat of her fave 1o Gad, her faith ia -~

Christ, the hold which, through diviae graee,
eternal things had taken of hersoul? *Thaugh
Christ were coming ta-night 10 take me awar.
'm not atraid,” wac her repeated teclimany to
thase aranad herdaring her closiag days—aven
thoagh then it was ant anlicipated that deah
*at neat.  To her, indecd, the Lard did came
saddeniy; and withoul experienciagr the bitier-
aess of drath, she passed into the presence of
Him whose gracious promise to the chareh of
Philadelphin 1€ realized inthe experience of all
who fall arleepinJesas ¢ Him that overcometh

zad hesialiganamarcoatand I will ante opoa
him the name of my God. and the name of the
city of my God, which is neww Jerasaiem, which
<ometh dowa osl of heaven from my God, and
1 #ill write upon him my new name.)

sordidness that is cqual to the sale of the Lord
huuself; the thirty picces of the pocket better
than he

I repeat, if no good is done, there is no waste.
nn matter what the amoun: given, beit only
enough; if doar with the Christian motive,
then the characler i3 set forward, and the
church is brought up higher and aearer 1o the
miileanial state. Tuc church must pass through
the work and the sacrifice of establishing the
milleainm abroad, in order to make one in her
own pale. These final words of tier Lard, then,
which lax upon her thic amaziag recponsibility,
- Gapreach the Gospel "—-~sanz+iiz- ali nauons
—are to her aa untald heritage of biesanz< and
blessedaess. Taer embods the correcuive and
expulsion of the deadliest focs, ther are 1o her
fe necessars meant of the Ticiaty, aad the
hingdnm, and the crowa : I m~az on the grouad
of attainmens : persanal, scparate Giness, reach-
ed by the caliure and throsgh the confiet of
benefices? giving aad dning. The qacstion
befare us is, Will we meet these ¢ aditsang, aad
have the m-lieaniam at home, the kingdom
withia us? not fargelling the one coadition,
037 Lord sa sigaificaatlly marky, the giviag alms

. of such thiags a3 we have.
=ill I makea piliarin the thetemple of my o4, .

To verF maay this—as a means of grace, of
£pitiiaal adrance—ilands in the o5t place, and
i¢ indispensabie, siaads in a sease cven before
praxer, they beiag akead ia prayer, behind ia
giviag  To all thoer, then, who have givea
leaaly a2d gradgiagly, wesay : Ariscaad give ;
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give bountifully ; give heartily ; give willingly ;
Jjust becavse something within resists and says,
I won't. Give the more and still more, from
the very teeth and grip of the old retaining
passion. Give with measure aud intent to
erucify it; that hundred, the nail; that thousand
the spike ; that ten thousand, the spear ; and so
proceed and persist till the base and slimy
thing is wholly dead.—Dr. Geo. Skeppard.

SCRIPTURAL ARGUMENT FOR PRESBY-
TERIANISM.

1. The first class of texts to which jour at-
tention is directed, is that which so emphati-
eally discountenances all the unbaliowed bud-
dings of ambition, all inequality of rank, and
21l domineering among the Christian clergy.

You will easily recollect the repeated cau-
tions which our Lord gave bis disciples on this
point. Observe how very explicit his language
i : ‘“ But Jesus called them unto him, and said.
Ye koow that the princes of the Gentiles ex-
ercisc dominion over them, and they that are
great exercise suthority upon them. But it
shail not be so amoag vou; but whosoever
will be great among you let him be your minis-
ter, and whosoever will be chief among you,
let him be your servant.”  Again, when they
were disputing ‘ who should be greatest™ in
the new administration, he rebuked them by
pointing to the unambitious innocence of o
little child. The apostle Peter thus writes:
“The Elders which are amoag roul exhort, who
am =also an clder, feed the flock of God
which is among you, taking the oversight
thereof not by constraint, but willingly, not

for filthy lucre, but of a ready mind. Neither |

2s being lords over God's heritage, but bring
enzamples to the flock.” The Romish version

" lar church.

reads ity ** dominceriag ” over God's heritage. |

Again, the apostle Paul thus writes :
man desire the office of & Bishop, he desireth a
good work.”
cager desite of a famished person to obtain
food. How inappropriate the apostie’s language,
anguarded by a single word of disapproba-

wif g .

The word literally expresses the d

tion, and how culpable the individual.spirant, if :

the eager longing to seize the reins of prelaticni
power were hiere inlended!

’

Every prnimcipic of

picty and common sease revolts from such in- . )
" special message, and thus addressed them:

werpreintions, and comjels us to understand the
restricted office of an cvaagelical pastor as
meant.

Il. We point you {o that class of texts in
which tire aposiles speak of thrmselces as
equals among brethen.

Pcier assumes no superior rank, whea he
rFs, “The elders which are among you |
exhart, who am also aa clder” Certainly so
far from claimiag the pnimacs, as the Papists
inzist, he docs nel cven assert 2 standing
bigher than that of a preshyter of clder, *1
who also am an elder, a preshyter” This
savouss strongly of Presbhricsian pasity. So
the apastic John: “ The clder, the preshrter,
uato theclect lady.”  Jamec arragales anthing,
but simply sivies himse!f “a serrant of God
and of the Lord Jesus Christ,” and adsiscs, in

preshyiens of the church, improperls transiated
by thc Romish version, ** the priests” Paul

RN THi%
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speaks of Timothy’s ordination *by the hands
of the Presbytery,” though he, an apostle, was
one of the number. Hc ordained, then, not as
au apostle, but 23 a presbyter, or elder. Have
these statements more of 8 Presbyterian or
Episcopal aspect ?

Here, let it be observed once for all, that the
words, presbyter and elder, in Scripture, are
always convertible terms. So are the words
bishop and operseer. Presbyter simply means
sn elder ; bishop, nothing more than oversese
or superintendent.

111, That class of texts deservesnotice, which
exhibit a plurality of bishops, or superintend-
ents, in & single city or church.

We have several such instances. One i3
Philippi. The apostle writes, * To the saints
which are at Philippi, with the bishops, (in the
plural number,;) and deacons.” Here arc three
classes mentioned, the laity, the bishops, and
the deacons.  But it is obvious, that these were
not Prelatical Bishops ; for there would not be
a plurnality of them in 2 single city or diocese.
In that case, too, the apostle would be guilty of
incivility, to omit sending his greeting o the
presbyters, while he passed by them to mention
the deacons, and the laity. But if by bishops
be meant the presbyters, then where was the
Prelate 2 Paul would not be so uncivil as to
omit all mention of him, had there been n pre-
late there.  To sax that Epaphroditus was that
prelate, because be is styled in the epistle,
* your apostle,” is a violation of New Testa-
ment usage. ‘“An aposile of Jesus Chnist,”
is the usual formula, and is perfectly intelli-
gible: whereas, we can in no way conceive of
an apostle deriving his cov.mission from a par-
ticular church, or appropriated by any particu-
In one sernse, indeed, Epaphrodi-
tus was the apostle of the Philippian church,
but that is a very humble sense  The word
signifies a :mesteager, one seal, and the sacred
writer Jeaves us in no doubt as to his missiozn.
I was to convey to him, a prisoner at Rome,
the alms and contributions of the gencrous
Philippians, which Panl gratefully acknowled-
ges.  This was the errand of Epaphroditus, on
which be was sent as their ¢ messeager,” as
onr translation correcily readers it.

Ephesus is another example. Paul convened
the clders of the church of Rphesus by s

#Take heed unto yourcelves and to all the
flnck. over the which the Haly Ghost hath
made yFou overseers,” i ¢ hath made you
Here we find & plurslity of preshy-

- ters or clders in a single church,and that they
" were designated by the approptiate title of

bishops. They jointiy exercised the episcopate,
and it was necessanily a pavochial cpiscajacy.

It has, indeed, been alleged, that Timothy
was sole bhishap of Epheeus, ut there is no
foundation far the opinion  The subscription
st the end of the epictic which strles him so,
it no patt of Seripiure. 1t is an interpolatioa
br some unknewn han4  The Scriptares no-
where make ke declamiion,  Timothy was
aot residing sn Bphesus at the date of Paul’s
chiarge 2o the ciders  They had no pre'ate

case of cicknese, to sead fur “the clders ™ or | at all then. nar was any inlimation drepped

that they would ever have one | not were they

! charged bow to behare towands one, should be
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zome. The epistles toTimothy, like that to Titus,
contein minute directions about pastors, and
alders, and deacons, and their wives; about
masters and servants: about the laity and the
widows, nayeven about a cloak and parchments
forgoticn at Trons: but net a syllable is there
ebout the duties of a prelate, or the conduct of
the people towards him. It is a fair inference,
therefore, that there was no such office in
Ephesus.

When Timothy was afterwards left at
Ephesus, it was not as & permaneat officer, but
35 8 travelling evangelist or missionary, to re-
gulate some temporary disorders. The same
office we find him discbarging at Corinth; with
which place, however, no one mentions his
name in connection. That Timotby could not
have been a permanent resident in Ephesus, is
plain from his being with Paul in Macedonis,
and iz Rome, besides his visiting Corinth.

Of Titus we may also say, that, instead of
being a permanent resident or bishop in Crete,
he eppears to have been as great a traveller as
his compeer; for we find him wandering at
Nicopolis, Troas, Philippi, Corinth, and Dalma-
tia. His duty, too, was but temporary ; it was
#1p set in order the things that were wanting.”

That there was a plurality of elders or su-
perintendents in other churches beside Philippi
and BEphesus, we icarn from the remainder
of the text just cited, ‘ and ordain elders
in every citv.” And we learn that when
¢ Paul aad Rarnabas had ordained them clders
in every church, they commended them to the
Lord." Here isa plurality of clders mentioned
az set apart in each single church by soleman
ordination. This harmonizes with the dirce-
tions, “Obey them,” in the plural number,
s that have the rule over you.” To appreciate
the full force of this argument. remember that
elder and bishop nre identical, as we have
scen; and this plurality of bishops ar superin-
tendents in cach individual church, can be ex-
plained only on Preshrtenan principles.—Rer.
Robdert Daridron, D.D.

THE SOTI, SET FRER.

Happr is that soul whick, frexd from its
eanthly prison, at liberty, seeks the sky which
sees Thee, its Lord, face to face; which is
touched br no fear of death. bat rejoices ia
the incorruplion of cternal glory. At rest and
sccare, it no longer dreads death aad the
enemy. Now, O Lord, it possesses Thee,
whom it has loag soaght aad alwars loved.
Kow il is jained to the company of those
=ho sing to Thy praise; nad foreves it sings
to Thy glary the sweet soands of nerer-
ending blessedness.
Thy housc and the river: of Thy picas-
ure, Thon givest it to drink. Happr s
the band of the heavealy citizeas, and glorioss
the solemnity of all who are coming back to
Thee, from the sad il of this our milgnimage

' harmonious instruments!
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! What sweetly flow-
ing choruses! What music arises there with-
out end! There sounds continually the voica
of bymas and pleasant cbants, which 2re sung
to thy glory by the heavealy igbabitants,
Malngx_m;: and. the gall of bitterness have no
place in thy kingdom, for there is no wicked
one, nor 13 wickedness found therein. Thers
is no gdversary nor aony deceitfulness of sin.
There is Bo want, po disgrace, no wrangling,
no turmeil, no quarreling, no fear, no disquic,-
tude, _Do punishment, no doubting, uo violence.
no discord; but there is the excellency o’f
peace, the fulness of love, praisc eternal and
glory to God, peaceful rest withous end and
everlasting joy in the Holy Spirit. !

O bow blessed shall I be if ever I hear those
most sweel choirs of thy citizens, those mel-
lifluous sonys ascribing the honour that is dus
to the Holy Trinity ! But O, how exceedingly
blessed shall I be if I shall be found among
those who sing to our Lord Jesus Christ the

sweet songs of Zion!—St. AJugustine's Manusl
of Derotion.

DIVIDING WITH GOD.

A merchant, in answer to inquiries, refers
back to s period, when, he says,  In consecra-
ting my life anew to God, aware of the ensnar-
ing influcnces of riches, and the necessity of
deciding on a plan of charity before wealth
§hould bias my judgment, I adopted the follow-
ing system :

‘1 decid~d to balance my ncco «nts, as near-
17 &s 1 could every month: and reserving such
n portion of profits as might appear adcquate
to cover probable losses, to lay aside, by entry
on a benevolentaccount, one-feath of the re-
maining profits, great or small, as a fund for
benevolent expenditure, sapporting myseclf and
family on the remaining ninc-tenths. 1 further
determiaed, that at any time my net profits
that is, profits from which cierk-hire and store
cxpenses had beea deducted, should exceed

. $500 in a month, 1 would give twelve ar? 4

half per aeat.; if over $9, fifteen per canl.;
if over $900, seventeca mnd 2 half per cent. ;if

- over 1100, twenty per ceatl; if over $1300,

tweaty-two aad a half per ceat: thus increa-

. sing the proportion of the whole, a< God should
' prasper me, until, at $1500, 1 should give twen-

For of he fainess of .

to the jor of beanty, aad the lovehiaess of |

univessa! spicndour, and the majesty of all
grace.  These shall the cyes of .thy prople sec
Thee face to face, there nothing at ail that
<an trouable the miad is permitted to the cars.

What soags of praise! \What souads of

- we - e de -

1z-five percent.; or M5 a month.  As eapital
was of the utmost importasce 10 my success
in business, 1 decided not to increase the foree
Roiag scale, until I had acqaired & certaun can
nial, after shick | wauld give one-quaricr of
all nel-prafits, great of small: and on the ac-
qaisition of anotjier certaa amouns of eapital,
1 decided to give 8clf, and an acquiriag what |
deiermined wauld be a fall saficiency of eapi-
tal, then to give the 2dole of my net profite,

“ 1t :s now scveral Years since | adopied this
piaz, and under it 1 have acquired a handcome
capital, aad have beea prospered besond my
masl faagaiace expecialions.  Althanugh con-
staatiy pewing | bave nerer vettouched tae bot-
ta,.. of my fand, and have repeatedls been as-
tonished 10 fiad what large drafis it would
bear. Trae. daring some months | have en-
cranteted a galutlary tnal of faith, swhen this
rale has led mc to Iay by the tenth, while the
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romainder proved inadequate to my support ;
but the tide has soon turned, and with gratitude
1 bave recognized & beavenly hand more than
making good all past deficiencies.

4 This system has been of great advantage

!
I

i

to me, enabling me to feel that my life isdirect-

1y employed for God. It has afforded me hap-
piness, in enabling me to portion out the Lord’s
money, and has enlisted my mind more in the
progress of Christ's cause. Happy privilege,
which thie humblest may enjoy,.of thus asso-
ciating the common labours of life with the
grateful service of the Saviour,and of making
that which naturally leads the heart from God,
subserve the highest spiritual good!

it Thig system bas saved me from commercial
dangers, by leading me to simplify business,
and avoid extensive credits. It has made me a
better merchant; for the monthly pecuniary
observations which I bave been wont to take,
though often quite laboricus, have brought me
to 8 better knowledge of the state of my af-

fairs, and led me to be more cautious and pru- !

dent than I otherwise should have been. T be-
lieve this system tends to enlarge the Chris-
tian’s views, increase his disinterestedness, and
lead him to shun the tricks of trade. My own
observation also confirms the belief, that even
warm-hearted Chrigtians must defcrmine before-
kagnd on the system they will adopt, if they
would sccure the benefits of the gospel plan to
themselves, under the grace and providence of
God,or its happy results to the cause of Christ.”
—Ezxchange.

GATH.

Oac object of my tour in Philistia was to dis-
cover, if possible, the long lost site of Gath.
Since the daysof Jeromeit has been unknown
and even the wonderful geographical skill of
Robinson was unable to trace itout.  Ineed not
here detnil those incidental allusions and topo-
graphical noticesof the sacred writers, and those
accuraic measurements and references of Euse-
bius and Jerome, which serve to indicate the
district in which it must have stood. It is
enough to say that I was satished they all
pointed 1o some place on the route we were now
pursuing. It was, therefore, with an interest
approaching to cxcilement we surverved the
posi ion and cxamincd the remains of cvery
village and ruin we passed. Bat from the
moment we gained the crest of the first ridge
north of Beith Jibri, there was onc prominent
objcct away befure us which atiracied our chief
attention—a bare, white, canieal bill, standing
on the sery edge of the great plain, and yet
rising high enovogh te cemmand all the rocky
spurs up o the very base of the mountains. As
walley after valley was passed, it was there
bdrcoming more and more conspicuons. At
length we reached it, and rode over rubhish
heaps and termced vinerards to its summit.
The hill rises about one hundred feet above the

. glittering waters of the Mediterranean.
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fallow land, and long renches of grey wastes.
Away on the south-western horizon the white
downs of Gaza and Ascalon mingle with the
On
the west we could see the little hill of Ashdod
dark with olive groves; further to the right
Ekron; and furtber still the white tower of
Ramleh. The mountaing of Judah rise up on
the east in dark frowning masses ! every peak

- crowned with village or ruin, whose name

ridge that juins it on the cast, and some twa -
. flowers, brought usante the lower part of the

bandred over the level plain that sweejs its
wesiern base 1t is crowned with the founda-
Lions of an old eastle, and around its sides are
pomerous remains of ancient buildings. The
view from it it most cxlensive. The whole
plain of Philistia was spread ont before us,
varicgated with ficlds of yellow corn, and red

carries us away thousands of years back.

The modern name of this bill, Tell-es-Sufiek,
gives no clue to its ancient neme. The Cru-
saders built a castie on it in the twelfth century
and called it Blanche-garde ; and the surround-
ing country became the scene of some of the
daring adventures of Richard Ceur-de-Lion.
This hill, if fortificd—as it evidently was from
the earliest ages—would be the key of the
Philistine plaip on the east. Watchmen from
its summit couid see every hostile band that
would attempt to break forth from the moun-
tain defiles. The warlike Philistines would never
have overiooked a position so commaanding, and
naturally so strong ; one so well fitted also for
defending those vast corn-ficlds in which lay
their wealth and their power. From the mo-
ment I set my foot upon Tell-es-Safieh, I felt
convinced that it is the site of the royal city of
Gath.

What a life-like vividness did this discovery
throw on some of the most romantic incidents
of carly Jewish history! The gigantic Anakim
were annihilated by Joshua thoughout the
whole land; ¢ Only in Gaza, and Gath, and in
Ashdod,” those impregnable fortresses they
remsined (Josh. xi. 22). And from this place
Golinth—one of the last of the giant race—
marched outin his panoply of mail, the acknow-
ledged champion of the Philistines, to threaten
and defy the Israclites in the necighbouring
“vallexy of Elab,” which we shall visit anon
(1 Sam. xvii.)  And hither, & foew years Iater,
David came, a homeless refugee. When re-
cognized, he feigned himself mad, and easily
escaped into those thickets that cover the hills
around. 1 had ofien woudered why Darvid
should bave fied to Gath; and why, having at
length propitiated the Philistine lords, he
should kave made it his home. Now, on the
spot, I saw the reason.  Here he was perfectly
secure from Saul.  He was on the very border
of his kingdom, besides, within a few hours
march of his native Bethlehem ; thus able to
keep up an uninterrupted communication with
his fricnds through thase mountain passes, and
ready at 2 moment's notice o take advaniage
of any tura of cvents that might seem to fa-
vour his ambitious designs.

Descending through the terraced vineyards
that cover the whole slopes of Tell-es-Safich,
we were struck with the ap; roj riateness of the
old name Gath, * wine-press,” for such a site
even yei.  An hours hard ride up 3 green sale
feagrant with thrme, aad spangled with wild

“ Valiey of Klah.” Before us, on the crest of
a rocky ridge, was Jarmath.  Onour right rose
the tuin-crowned tell of Zacharien, doubtless
the site of the ancient Azekah. Here then wo
were close 1o the place where Jashua captured
and hanged the five kings (Josh. x.). Alter
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the defeat of Gibeon, and the route to Beth-
horon, the fugitines ran along the borders of
the plain “to Azekah and Makkedah.” Hotly
pursued, they seem to have made for Jarmuth

They had got so fur up the valley of Elah;

but now, wearied and way-worn, they were
tnable to attempt the steep ascent; and seeing
the foe close behind they hid themselves ‘“in a
cave at Makkedah;” one of those caves with
which the whole region abounds. Their fate
is well known, About & mile above this spot,
on the right side of the valley, is a ruin called
El-Klédiabh, answering to the positior and
bearing some resemblance to the name of
Makkedah.—Rev. J. L. Porter.

IMPORTANT HEBREW MANUSCRIPTS.

The Russian Government has just completed
a remarkable collection of works written by the
Caraites, aJewish sect which rejects the Tal-
mud and the Rabbinical traditions, and adheres
strictily to the letter of the Holy Scriptures.
Two Jewish brothers, of the name of Firkawick,
have been ihe laborious and successful agentsin
forming this collection, in which they have been
engaged for more than thirty years. Some of
the MSS. collected are said to be of a date ante-
rior to the birth of Christ. During his resi-
dence at Constantinople, in 1840, Abraham
Firkawick had succeeded in procuring several
Hebrew MSS., and was hence led to hope he
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might possiblydiscover others still more ancient.
In the course of his researches, which led him
through the whole Crimea and Caucasus, be was
exposed to all sorts of privations, and bhis life
was often in danger. He lived whole months
concealed in cemetaries,for the purpose of study-
ing and transcribing, without interruption, the
MSS. which had come into bis hands. He had
access to many synagogues, and often to the se-
cret places in which the Jews hid their books in
times of persecution. In this way he has brought
together 124 different Hebrew MSS. of the Uld
Testament, all more ancient than any of those
at presert in the public libraries of Europe. Uf
these five-and-twenty were written before the
ninth century, and twenty before the tenth. To
sum up, this collection includes, in the form of
rolls, 27 manuscripte of the Pentateuch, 77 dif-
ferent copies of the whole Uld Testament, 23
translations of it into various Orizntal langua-~
ges, 272 Caraite works. 523 Rabbinical works,
550 letters and bistorical documents, 722 sep-
ulchral inscriptions, and 200 plans of ancient
fortresses of New Russia. In the opinion of
Tischendorf, Dorn, Becker, and others, no Euro-
pean hibrary contains Hebrew manuscripts of a
date so ancient as those of this remarkable col-
Iection. This will render its publication most
saluable, both as an wd to the study of the Old
Testament, and nlsv as furnishi: g fresh materi-
als for palography and chronology.

Sabbatly Beadings.

There is many & sermon the career of which
if known, would be both an instructive history
and a powerful preaching. The manuscript
from which the following extract is taken has
run a singular course. Leaving its words to
teach their own important lessons, the follow-
ing particulars have an affecting interest. It
is the productior of one whoa few years ago
wes a student of distinguished mark among his
fellows in the University of Glasgow. With
them he was also from hisexcellent charactera
great favourite. A pencil note, dimly legible,
indicates that the sermon wasrend as a subject
of examination before the Yreshytery of Islay in
1859—the cxamination, as we know from other
sources, being for license to preach the Gospel.
The author—the Rev. James Stuart— having
received an appointment from the Colonial
Committee of the Church of Scotland to act as
2 missionary within the bounds of the Presby-
tery of Montteal, with a special recommenda-
tion to the district of Paint St. Charles, em-
barked at Liverpool cn the 8th of February
1860, in the ill-fated Hungarian which went to
picces off Sable lsland on the 19th of that
wonth. His writing-desk containing this and
other manuscripis was found upon the shore,
and came inte the hands of the Rev. George
M. Clark, Preshyterian minister at Shelburne,
near the scenc of the wreck. Mr Clark resolved
to read the sermon to his peojle on the Sab-
Bath following its recovery, and gave intima-

tion to that effect.  To the writer of this note
who happened to travel with him last sumwer,
he said, while recounting the circumstances of
the occasion, that he had that day the largest
and most impressive meeting he ever had or
ever cxpected to have in ius church.  The.
very psalms which Mr. Stuart had selected and
noted in pencil upon the maunuscript were used.
The fullowing lines from onc of these (P’s. 32.)
were sung with tremulous solemnity :

Surely when floods of waters great
Do swell up to the brim,

They shall not overwhelm his soul
Nor once come near to him.

The desk withits contents were sent to Glas-
gow, to the father of Mr. Stuart, comimission
merchant there.  After the conversation with
Mr. Clark, above refsrred to, the wniter feit a
strong desire to peruse th <crmon, and mado
application for a copy. In the meantime it
had been sent to Oxford to be perused by oz
intimate friend and frequent college competitor
of the late Mr. Stuart.  Now the original man-
uscript bas re-crossed the Atlantic and 2 few
extrocis from it find a place in these pages.
The ecarncst impassioned tones of the living
voice ave not hieard; but, may it be, that these
wards, charged by the S;irit of God with living
effect, shall prove that there are times when,
and ways in which, the dead become our most
convinciag and cffective preachers.
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PAUL THE CHIEF OF SINNERS.

I Tim. 1. 15,

The conession of Saint Paul—I am the
chief of sinners—must scera at first sight to
be a mere hypocritical depreciation of him-
self, inconsistent with other parts of his
writings in which he boasts that ke was not
2 whit behind the very chicfest Apostles.
How, we ask, could Puaul say that he was
the chief of sianers? -

He had indeed persecuted the saints and
treated with great violence the church of
God. He had been foremost of those who
sought the destruction of Clirist's cause.
But this was in the days of ignorance. He
knew no better. He had been guilty of
grievous wrongs; but what he sought was
not a selfish end, was not earthly applause.
His zeal was for God.

But Paul must have seen among the
heathen of his day, among the Jews, among
the Christian converts, many who were
guilty of gross sins for which no such ex-
cuse could be tendered—who gave them-
selves up to lie, to steal, to live sensual
lives, to indulge in the most debasing sins,
who loved sin and conumitted it contrary
to the remonstrances of conscience—in ex-
tenuation of whose crimes neither igno-
rance nor a blind zeal f.r God could be al-
leged. IHow could Paul say, I am the
chief of sinners ?

Aud again, if Paul had grievously trans-

cssed God’s law and offended God’s ma-
jesty by slaughtering his people, were there
not many of the Jews as violeutin their

ersccutions who had never repented?

Tere there not many of the heathen who
scoffed more loudly than cver he did at
the despised of Nazareth, who wronght
more woc to the disciples of Christ, and had
never repented of their sins? - How could
Paul say, I am the chief of sinners 7

If Panl had been comparing himself
with others he could casily have found
multitudes of sinners with whom he would
have shrunk from bicing named in the same
sentence.  Vould he have allowed that
he exceeded in sin the drunkard, the thief,
the sensualist 2 Would he have allowed
that his life, ¢ither before his conversion
or, much more, after it, was no betterihan
the lite of such as Judas or Herold ?

It is notin comparing himself with other
men that I’aul pronounced hime<elf the
chicf of sinners. It s when he appears at
the tribunal of the Most Ihgh God that he
feels as thongh he stoud m the ranks of the
vilest of mankind. 1t is when heproclams
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Christ to be his Saviour that he owns him-
self as little deserving of salvation as the
man whose life has been steeped in crime,
as worthy of eternal punishment as the
man who has openly violated all laws hu-
man and divine.

If we compare two men, actors in human
society, as men, without reference to the
holiness of God, we shall readily recognize
a vast difference between them. We
would scarcely place in the same category
the patriot who has lost his whole worldly
estate and not even counted his lifs dear
for the sake of his country, and the man
who is so eagerly intent on his own ag-
grandizement as to sell himself and his
friends for some paltry honour. We would
scarcely mention in the same breath the
respectable member of society who attends
church, and religiously observes all
ststutes and ordinances, and the ruffise
whose talk is blasphemy, whose heart wells
out a filthy stream of corruptions, who bids
defiance to the laws of society and pours
contempt on all the restraints which ren-
der society a blessing. To compare these
would be as if we should set a rock of the
sca in comparison with all Britain, or the
waterof an inland lake with the ocean that
girds the world. Yet we know that to one
who should take his station on the sun
and fix his gaze on the earth, the little
rock and the great island, the inland lake
and tue vast boundless ocean sink into
equal insignificance. In like manner to
one of sputless purity, the perfection of hu-
mas virtue and the extreme of human
vice seem to be separated by a very nar-
row strait. The holiness, the devotion,
the piety of the saint appears extraordinary
to us. IHe rises among men, towering
high above his generation as the Alps
overtop other mountains.  But in His eye
who sees the working of the inmn-t soul,
from whom the n.aked heart can hide none
of its sccrets, who discerns the worldliness,
impurity  anud duplicity of even the saint-
liest, the holiness of the moxt perfect among
us is altorether mean and contemptible.
Liet 2 man brng his best offerings to God.
Let him present himse!f in holiest mood,
in his most spiritual frame.  What are
such offerings to Mim who male the uni-
vers+? What is the sum of ali human
holiness in  Ilis sight  before whom anzel
and  archangel bow, anl the cherubim
and serap him, veiling their faces with their
wing~, ¢ y, loly, Uoly, Holy is the Lord
God of Sabaorh.

In this point of view we can readily un-
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derstand the Apostle’s confession, and sym-
patbize with his feelings in utteringit. We
see that it is not exaggerated or pretended
bumility, but a simple expression of a real
feeling. When a man is summoned to ap-
pear at the dread throne of divine judg-
ment, when his conscience cites him before
the offended majesty of heaven, and he
stands alone in the presence of the heart-
searching God, with no crowd of sinners
greater, more hardened, more vile than he,
whose conduct he may allege as an excuse
for his own—it is then that he truly feels
the utter worthlessness of his own hely
deeds. Then he sees that the garments
which looked fair in the eyes of the world
are filthy rags—that the actions which on
earth among men won applause and earned
for him the name of saint do not appear so
bright in the light of heaven. Many a man
may challenge the world to prove anything
against his ch-.racter, but there is no man
can Jay his hand on his breast and raise his
eyes to heaven, and declare to God, the
Righteous Judge, I never at any time
transgressed thy commandments.  The
langnage of holy men in all ages has been,
% Lord, if thou wert stiict to mark iniquity
and rigorous to punish, who could stund
before Thee or answer Thee fur one of a
thousand of his transgressions "

Yea, so deep is the conviction of this in
all holy men, so sensitive are they to the
purity of God and their own vileness, that
po language can adequately express their
bumility; and the more samtly their
lives, the purer and holier their actions,
the nobler and loftier their religions aspi
rations—the more readily they take up
the confession of the Apustle, and declare
themselves to be the chiefof sinners. They
may thauk their God that they have not
been allowed to fall into gross and open
sins, but they all find iv thdir hearts so
much wickidness continvally aliding as to
coustrain them into the humble attitude and
confessivn of the publican, “ God be mer-
ciful to me a sinner.”

But further, this conviction of sin is
rendered more impressive as in every be-
lever’s mind it is connected with the ran-
tom that has been paid for it.  The per-
fect and awful holiness of God anuihilates
all human attempis 10 establ sh righteons-
ness.  kvery man’s conscience ace uses him
and condemns him. How nuch more
the holy Jaw of God !  The awful puni-h
ments denounced against sin convince men
of its hatefulness in"the sight of God, and
ghow them its exceeding sinfulness. But
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the truth that sends home yct a deeper
conviction of sin to the heart and awakens
vet a stronger sense of its vileness, 1s the
Gospel truth that Christ Jesus came into
the world to save sinners. So dreadful was
the gu It of the human race, so fearful the
inevitable doom that awaited the helpless
sinner, that heaven was excited to merey
and the Son of God «ame tosave. And
every sin commit ed is arainst that mercy,
Every sin we commit is a sin in the sight
of Him who created us, of Him who loads
daily with his benefits; but, greatest ag-
gravation of all, every sin we commit is a
sin again-t Him who lovesus with an ever-
lasting love. We sin in the sight of high
and holy Heaven, and draw on our heads
the just vengeance of vffended purity ; but
more, we sin against & true and loving
friend, who, in his death for us, has given
the most undoubted proof of his love.
This 1s the deepest stain of our guil, that
we have not only sinned against holiness
and justice, but with base ingratitude spurn-
ed away infinite mercy, and trampled on
the offers of infimte love. Thus many
things combine to make the Apostle uiter
from his inmost soul this confession, which
seems so strange and uncalled for, and en-
able us 1o sympathize with him, and force
from our lips the same acknowledgement,
I am the chief of sinners.

We may argue, indeed, that if the Apos-
tle, witls his holy life and muititude of la-
bows aud suffenn s fur the sake of Chirist,
made such a confession, we may with small
shame utter the same. Buat this is not
enough.  We must stand single and alone
before the majesty of heaven: we must
gather up our garments and stand in the
huht of Meaven’s holiness and parity, till
despair and confusion fill our souls, and to
vur own eves the full shame of our naked-
ness appear; we must drag ourselves to
Heaven's jodazment-seat, and reckon up our
deeds, and call before us our most secret
thoughts, and words, and actions ; we must
weigh these in the balances of God's word,
and tiy them with most searching tests
that every sin may stand forth in its full
cunormity : the puuishment must be seen im-
pending an.. he ransom which waspaid in
the sutferings of our Lord and Saviour
must b scen in the Baht of the love, the
wfinite love, which He bears to our souls.
When thus our sin comes before us in its
true nature, and wih aggravation rising
upon agurar 2o, $0 strong a conviclion
shall stmite our .souls,so de«p a sense of
our sivfuluess, and so poweriul an abbor-
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rence of our iniquity, thut we shall deem it
impossible anv sinuer conld have sinned so
grievously. When the mother <tands over
the inapimate body of her firstborn, ani
the full anguish of her bitter bereavement
shakes the foundation of the soul, does she
not feel that the cup of wrath is full, and
that there breathes not one who has been
tried with such a trial? When the widow
Lends over the clay-cold form of her hus-
band, and feels thatthe whole stay of bread
aud the whole staft of water has been ta-
ken from her, as the sense of deso'ation
overwhelms her spimt wilth sorrow unut-
terable, does she not in her anguish and
grief exclaim—\Was cver snch desolation
asmine? When the prophet is weeping
over a degenerate and fallen people, with
the vision of their vices rising before him,
does he not call out in vehement sorrow,
 Draw near all ye that pass by, and see if
ever there was s>rrow like unto my sorrow
wherewith I am afflicted” And so the
sinner, when his sin rises before him in all

its enormity, as he beholds himself with all
his Impurities standing expo-ed to the full
blaze of the perfect holiness of God ; and he
sees the judgment-seat set as the books
opened, and the Judge, the all-discerning
Judge, on the throne, and feels at once
the fearfulness of the impending doom
and the justice of the s:ntence; as he
reflects on the manifold goodness of
God, and there rises into his view some
real conception of the height, and depth,
and length, and breadth of that love of
God in Christ Jesus against which he has
sinned—it is then he finds all 1he pleas,
whereepon he propped and stayed himself
“before, suddenly give wav, and he sinks
overwhelmed by the enormity of his gwlt,
feeling in his inmost heart that he is a sin-
ner.  Itis when the Spirit of God has un-
gealed his spiritual vision and disclosed to
his view his eamity towards God, the long
array of sins against infinite Ine, the real

ities of his condition, that bitter sorrow
and angaish for sin possess his sonl.  Tue
paws  of hell take hold on him. lle
rourns over MHim whom his sins have
piereed, as one mourneth over an only son
and is in bitterness for him as one’is in
bitterness for his fi-st-born. 1t isthen that
the conviction of zin truly pierces his he ut.
Hefecls so solitary in his soriow, so deso'ate
and deserted of God, +0 earried away with
grief and hatred of his sin, that it is a~ if
the eye of God wera upin him a'one and
singled him out from all the maliwd. of
sinners—as i he stood before God, the

THE PRESBYTERIAN.

head and chief of all that bad ever offended
against his law.

Thus every man, who is in any intense
degree affected by his sins, who arrives at
any spiritual noderstanling of what sin is,
of God’s purity, and of Christ’s love, must
share more or less in the feelings of the
Apostie whea he calls himself the chief of
sinners.  \Yhether among meu he has
spent a holy and suintly life, or whetber all
hfe long he has drunk inignity with
greediness, he must, if awakened to bis real
state and character, join in the Apostle’s
confes-ion, and nake it his own,

TO KNOW THE LOVE OF CHRIST.

Epruesians iii. 19.

While I pray and search to know,
HovLy SeiniT! deign to shew
What the Ransomed Ones above,
See and taste of Jssu's Love.

See His Love, its geperous rise

Aund its costly Sacrifice.

Taste His Love, its Blessings Three—
Pardon, Peace, and Purity.

Pardon, to remove all sin;

Peace, to quench each fear within;
Purity, to fit for heav'n ;—

May these gifts to me be giv'n.

Giv'n, and raise from Guilt's despair;
Giv'n, and save of Hell an heir:
Lost, polluted though T be—
Saviovr! bring me back to Thee.

Back to Thee from Sin and Grief
Hastening, may ! gain relief;
Grace to help me, I implore :
More than Grace! I beg for more.

More than Grace, Thou wilt supoply;
Giory, Thou wilt not deny,

While, through Thine atouing Blood,
1 seck the friendship  my Gop. .

Friendship of Gon! Joyful Light!
Gladd'ning ¢'cn Earth’s darkest night.
Friendship of Gon! Unly this

Yiclds to Heaven the highest bliss.

Jrst ! Ope to me the dour,
First to Grace, and then to more :
On me let Thy favour shine,
Be Thy Friendship ever mine
W. K.
Epixpoacn, 10th December, 1863.

Timecliness marks all the works and ways of
God. Truth has its scasons, and the kingdom
of God has its periods. The Christian lifo is
indeed plant-like, & thing of gradual growth;
but then it is also ncne the less plant-ltike us &
thing of stages (Mark iv. 28).—Boardman.



