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THE PRESBYTERIAN.

JULY, 1863.

We continue our nutice of the defence of
Unisenity Reform prepared at the instance
of the Trustees of Queen's College. Without
following the order of its statements, we
shall endeavour to give a concise and cor-
rect vicw of the leading points of the case
as submitted by the defendants.

It is contended :—

1. That a Collegiate education consists
of a training at Coilege as the means, and

- . - - 1
a certain acquaintauce with the higher

branches of study as the end; but the
University of Toronto dispenses with the
attendance at College, and by thus scpa-
rating the means from the end disparages

and weakens the uscfulness of its own Col- |

lege, and makes the end, suppored to be
altained, of a very infirior and questivnable
order. It requires no attendance at Col-
lege, though the costly and magnificent
baddings at Toronto, calied University
College, were crected fur the reception of
students. It has no fixed standard of at-
tasinment in learning ; the present require-
ments {rom its graduates are very low ; and
candidates for University honoars may be
examined on such subjects as suit their
tasie.

2. That the province of a University, in
relation to the work of its Coliege or Cul-
leges is to appoint a uroper curniculum of
study; to fix a standard for the examination
of students; and generally to act as 2 su-
perintending and governing Board. Buat
tne University of Toronto has not exercised
these functions in a manner that should be
considered satisfactory to the country,
or duly respectful 1o the various important
interests involved. It has sewured a Col-
lege for Toronto, but not thereby a system
of Collegiate education for the Province.
For that Colicge it Las piovided impusing
buildings, large revenucs, and a won.ieiful
power of spending money ; bat it is the
only College in the couutry over which
1t has any control, not from the unw.lling-
aerd of the other Culieges to afliliate, for

, they are free to do that by law and iecli-
nation, but because they refuse to be con-
trolled by a University which ignores a
Collegiate education and degrades the
standard of Acalemic learning.  This one
College, thongh situated in a great centre
of country and population, and though, as
might be supposed, specially favoured by
the inflacuce and funds of a University de-
, signed 1o be national, does not compare
advantageously with the other Colleges in
the countiy, in respect of its capacity for
doing work, the amount of work done by it,
' the attendance of students, and the value
| of its degrees.
{ 3. It s the need of the country, and
. chould be its great aim, to have a uational
. University.  This is the esign of the Uni.
vérnity Act of 1853. But the University
of Torunto neither supplies the need nor
satisfies the aim just mentioned. It has
pursuc! a system which has alienated the
other Cu.i! ges. They will not accept it
exam’nations and degrees becaase they are
of an unequal, uncertain, and inferior value.
i They are necessarly dissaisfied with the
constitution of the University Board, be-
cause its members are not limited in num-
tier, and their election is not fixed by any
wholesume princ’ple of election or distri-
bation. In consequence of these circum-
stances the Scnate is apt to b come the
arcna of pulitical strife, and its measures are
Lalle tv assame a detrimerntal party com-
plexion. A University to be truly natidnsl
vught, in & great country like thig to have
all fully equipped and thoreughly working
Cuileges affiliated to it Lut 1o se-ure this
o! ject its composition, government, and in-
fluence, must be attractive and not repul-
sive to such Colleges
4. That a Natonai Universi'y must be
undcnominational—not for the fostering
of seits or the propazaticn of particular
i theulogical opinicne.  But the University
of Toronte, kowever strange the assertion
may scem, is actually more denominational

i
!
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|
|
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ic respect of its one Cullege than the other
denominational Colleges in the country. '
Presbyterians not of the Church of Scot-
land, and Congregationalists arc the partics
chiefly benefited by it. Their ministers
are trained there in the Faculties of Arts
at the expense of the country, while other
denominations train their own ministers
and besides provide a far larger amount of |
collegiate education for the country. |
Queen’s College, for example, with nearly |
its entire burden upon the Church of Scot-
land, hes of seventecn Professors only seven |
of that denomination, and of its students .
only about one fourth. - i

5. A National University, having affi-
lated to it a number of Colieges through- '
out the country, should be fair and impar-
tial in the distribution of funds intrusted
to it for the encouragement of collegiate ;
education. But the University of Toronto |
employs the enormous revenues at its dis-
posal for the exclusive benefit of the local
College situated in Toronto. Instead of
encouraging a wholesome rivalry in the
various Colleges, one such Institution has
been fed to surfeiting. Considering the
obligations incurred by the University
College, it is not proposed to deprive it of
an adequate endowment. It will still, ac- -
cording to the plan of reform, have an ap-
propriation of §28,000, which is equivalent
to an expenditure of between 4,000 and
8,000 for each graduate, we presume,
at the present rate of attendance, and
after this appropriation is made, it is
proposed tu distribute the balance of the -
revenue among four affiliated Colleges,
which will allow to each the small sum of |
$2,125.

If the secur*ng of thissmall amount were
the only object of the reform we might be
disposed to picture the defendants as the
rost ridiculous of reformers.  But looking
to the bearing of their plan upon the in- |
terest which the country has in the Insti- -
tution of a National University—the affilia- -
tion of all Colleges worthy of the name; |
the maintenance of a high standard of
education; the enlightened government and
beneficial competition of C‘ollogiate Insti- |,
tutions; the diffosion in the various sec- |
tions of the country of a taste for the more |
advanced branches of learning, and the
provision of facilities for its gratification,—
we cannot but regard the end in view ss

voted to its a:tainment: and remambering
that the Un.versity of Toronto and Uni-
versity College, and all the oth:r Colleges

i
. |

worthy of all .nc earnestness and zeal de- | €
3

" and is under no public check whatever.
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desirous of affiliation are agreed upoa the
wisdom of the measure, and, further, that
the sentiment of the country is becoming
more and wure favourable as the real me-
rits of the question are being separated
from the mere hues and cries of opposing
parties, we cannot but feel that the day of
victory is near at band,
The Principal of Queen’s College, who is
also, we believe, a principal in the proposed
reform, thus referred to the question in his
address at the ciose of last Session :—

-

During the last year an important advance
has been made in the University question by
the issuing of the Commissioners’ report. This
is ot the place to discuss the financial aspects
of the question. What we are concerned inis

" its acacemic bearing, and it canpot but be a
| matter of sstisfaction to all, that the country
. is fully alive to the importance of a University

system which shall tend toelevate and advance
learning. Hitherto the public mind has been
much bewildered with purely financial matters,

" and the question sunk into a matter of pany
" politics.

But the bigher edacation of the coun-
try is not 8 matter of party politics. Learning
should be kept sacred from the strifes of parti-
zanship. Who would think of party if we were
suddenly cailed to arise and defend our bor-
ders from foreign invasion? And so, learning
is one of those subjects which ought to be ex-
cmpt from the common lot of party warfare.
And it is satisfactory to know that the desire

' for University reform is confined o no party.

The essential feature of the proposed reform
is to establish one great national system of
higher education instead of the fragmentary.

, disjointed, and mutually counteracting system

which at present prevails. What the nation
demands is a great national University Board,
under which degrees in all Colleges will have
an cquivalent value; and the public funds will
not be wasted on institutions for the efficiency
of which the covntry has no proper guarantee.
At present, degrees of Canada have no definite
value. Every College has its own standard,
So
low has the estimate of & degree sunk, that in
the present Grammar School Bill it is proposed
that the degree should have no value as a cer-
tificate in qualifving a candidate to hold s
Grammar School. But this is surely a greas
injusticc to Colleges that bave stroggicd
amidst the greatest disadvantages to keep up
the character of a degree. But this injustice
is necessitated by the circumstance that there
could not be in a legislative measnre any inv:-
dious distinction drawn between the degrees of
different Colleges.  If there was a gereral Uni-
versity Board, there would b2 a guarantec that
every graduate would atfain a minimum stan-
darg of excellence. Again, the honoors con-
ferred by different Colleges have different
salues; and great injustice is thus done to
raduates, whose pass degree is perhaps more
valusble than the honour degree of anather Coi-
lege. But when the two graduates apply for
the same sitaation, the honour degree of the one
man, though really less valuable, will nataral,
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ly bave a greater weight than that of the pass
of the other. All this evil would be obviated '
by o great national University, that would test
the qualifications of aii graduaies; and satil
such a measure be passed, the inevitable ten-
dercy will be to degrade the standard of learn-
ing. It is long before a question of this kind
ginks fully into the natiunal mind; but it is
tts character of the Anglo-Saxon mind when
it once grasps a priuciple to carry it out stern-
1y to its legitimate practical consequences.
Angd this race will have changed its character
ip Canads if it do nut speedily effect a reform
which shall have for its greal ¢nd the elevation
and the wider diffusion of learning.

Ax¥orHeER meeting of the Supreme Court
of our Church has beer held. It numbers
session thirty-fifth. Only two of the Com-
missioners, who n 1831 originated the
Synod, now survive, namely the Revs. Dr.
Matbieson and Dr. Urquhart. What
changes have these veteran ministers lived
to see! The first Roll extant shows four
Presbyteries, twenty-five Ministers, and
thirteen Elders.  After the lapse of thiriy-
two years, in which the Church has pass-
ed through an ordeal of much trial and
adversity, we can now, with the blessing
of God, indicate our growth by counting
twelve Presbyteries, one hundred and nine-
teen ministers, of whem one hundred and
six hold charges, and one hundred Repre-
seotative Elders.

The recent neeting was a harmonious
and successful one, as things usually go in
popular deliberative assemblies. The oc-
capancy of the Moderator’s chair was very
satisfactory—a matter of great consequence.
A large amount of business was transacted,
some of it of vast importance to the inter-
ests of the Church, the tendency of which,
we sincerely trust, will be to promote the
unity, activity, and usefulness of vur eccle-
siastical organization. Great earnestness
prevailed in regard to the training of an
efficient ministry ; unportant arrangements,

designed to facilitate the operations of the
Temporalities Board and extend the be- |
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 nefits of the fand under its manageinent,
| were agreed to; a delightful interest was

mauifested in the cause of missions; and
much hopeful anxiety was displayed in re-
gard to the position we occupy as a dis-
tinctive brauch of the Church of Christ in
this land. 'We may take uceasion in future
numbers to advert tu these and other sug-
gestive inaications of the lifi and hope that
are in us.

There were some keen debates, the
natural and unasoidable result of indepen-
dent opiniuns held by freemen who have
the courage to give utterance fo their
thoughts; but we were glad to notice that,
when the occasion of animated discussion
was over, members who manfully opposed
each other were ready to mingle in brother-
ly confidence. We trust that when the
hour of parting came, not a particle of
acerbity remained in any bLosom, but that,
as the Moderator happily expressed himself,
all were ready to return to their respective
congregations with mutual confidence in
cach other, and with the stern determina-
tion to carry out that mission to which
they have devoted their lives.

tepudiating the office of a censor and
feeling deeply the responsibility of ar ad-
viser, we would nevertheless venture a
word of coursel. The ambition of very
young memberstostep forwardas leaders is
not seemly ; the infliction of long speeches
upon the cars of theirseniors is apt to pass
for presumption and weaken the advocacy of
their views; winle the frequent introduc-
tion of irrelevant topics. which arises for the
most part through want of careiul atten-
tion t¢ the particular question sabmitted
and the precise point atissue, embarrasses a
discussion and leads to precipitate, futile
or inconsistent conclasions. The exact
marking of the merits of a subject, 2 cor-
rect acquaintance with former decisions,
and a determined avoidanze of extraneous
matter are essentially necessary to a fair
debate and a sstisfeetory deliverance.

Belos of o Clpurel.

Fmst Drer.-—June 34. The Synod met as
appointed in St. Andrews Church, Montreal,
ot Wednesday the 34 ult., the Very Reverend,
the Principal of Queen's College, Moderator.
The ususi practice of opening the preceedings
Wwith divine servite was observed. The learned
Principat selected forhistext the words of Psalm

TEE SYNOD. |
!

i

i
|

There was & goodly attendance of members of
Coart, and of the friends of the Church.

The mecting baving been constituted with
prayer,the Clerk called the Rell, which contain-
cd thoe names of 102 mioisters, including the
Principal andtwo Professors of Queen's Gollege,

. and excludiag tho roll of the Presbyters of

Hamilton which wasreported not received, but

Ixxxv.-5 ¢ Wilt thou not revive us again? |, which we believe has four ministers vpon it.
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The number of clerical members should have
beea 106. The names of 95 elders were called.
There wete present during the whole or part of
the meeting, 69 ministers and 21 eclders—90
members. On several former occasions the
attendance has been slightly better. The roll
as printed shows the following changes since
the preceding meeting :—Removed by death
2, by resignation 3, added by induction 35, by
ordination 5—whole increase of clerical
members, 5. There has been one translation.
The Rev. John Machar, D.D, of St. Andrew’s
Church, Kingston, was one of the two removed
by death, and the Syood put on record a tri-
bute to his revered memory.

Immediately after the calliug of the Roli the
Moderator sugzested the Rev. John Campbell
M. A, of Nottawasaga, the nominee of the
form>r muderators, as a suitable person to be
his successor. Mr. Campbell was unaminously
elected, and having taken the cliair expiessed
his gratitude for the unexpected honour.

The first duty of the new Moderator was to
convey the thanks of the Synod to his pre-

decessor and the reyuest 1o Lublish his sermon |
delivered at the opening of the Court; which |

having been doae in suitable terms, a repurt
on the business to be brought before the Synod
was heard and various Committees were ap-
pointed. Gratifying replies to the addresses
oflast annual meeting to the Queen and Gover-
nor General were then submitted ; after which
the minutes of the Commissivn of Synud were
read and sustained.

The Synod listened with great attention to

the report of the Trustees of Queen’s Cullege. .

It stated the number of students in attendance
at the close of last session at 144, distributed iu
the several Faculties as fo lows:—Arts 37,
Theology 21, Mcdicine 81, and Law 5.
verted tu the preparation of & code of Statutes
for the government of the University ; the
imperfect state of the library, tu remedy which

It ad- .

the wealthy friends of the Institution might do |

much ; the practical training of students for the . ;
dotin s [ ston, were introduced to the Court.

active duties of the ministry ; the insufficient
support given to the Bursary Scheme , the com-

pletioa of the new wing of the Hospital by the
two :—Rev. Louis Baridon and Rev. Joha B.

maunificence of Juhn Watkins, Esq. at a cust of
upwards of- £1250 , the death of Dr Macber, who
was a trusiee from the foundation of the Cullege,
and also acting Principal and Professor of
Hebrew fur several years, the appointment of
Professor Jobn C. Murray to the chair of
Moral and Mental plilcsophy , the progress and
presunt state of the University question &c. &c.
Ia its deliverance upon the report, the Synod
took special notice of the fact that the number
of graduates and students scnt forth from the
Divinity-Hall considerably exceeds that of any
former yecar, and resvlved that this and other
cvidences of extended usefulness call for the
more generous and prayerful support of the
Charch.

Principal Leitch read an interesting repert
of hLis interricws last summer with leading
mitisters of the Church of Scotland, regarding
the assimilation of the curriculum of study
for the ministry, at home and in this country,
and the obtaining of the same privileges for
probationers in Canada as are enjuyed by pro-
baticners in Scotland. At a subsequent dict,

.
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agreeably tominute prepared by Dr. Mathieson,
the Principal was thanhed for bis services and
the matter was remitted to a Cummittee with
power 1o take such steps as they may counsider
advisable.

An snimated discussion touh place vn the
election of Trustees of Queer's Cullego. The
point of interest was the election of & Profes-
sor, Dr. Williamsoun, tu a seat at the Board of
Trustees. It was admitted by =all the speakers
who oppused the electiun that if it were merely
an honcar in the power of the Synod to confer.
Dr Williamson's past services tu the College
clearly ntitled him to it. But upun the expedi-
ency and even legality of such an election there
was a great diversity of opinivn. Ultimately
Dr. Williamsun was elected, togethier with the
Revs. Geurge Bell and Duncan Morrisun , and,
order that in future theie might be no doubt as
to the legality of the proceeding, the matter
was referred to a Committee consisting o
Judge Malloch, . Morris, Exq.,and Judge Logie.
10 report thereon to next Synod.

As required by law, the report and financial
statements of the Tempuralities Board and
uther ducuments were laid befure the Synod at
this Diet. A Committee, Mr. Spence, Convener.
was appuinted tu report on them.

Secoxp Diet June, 4th.—The Synod receiv-
ed applications to take the following sevea
Students of Divinity on trials for license .—
Donald Ross, M.A,, B D, Alexander Dawson,
B.A, John Barr, John D. Robertson, Duncan
McDonald, John K. McMorine, M.A ., and Josh-
ua Fraser, B.A, and a "Committce was ap-
pointed to examine them, the Moderator, Con-
veoer. Dr. Muirand Rev. J. Patterson were re-
elected Trustees of Morrin College, Quebec
The Revs. William McEwen and Alexander
Lewis were alloved to give in the resignation
of their charges to theirrespective Presbyteries.
Professur Murray, Rev. W. M. Inglis, Assistant
St. Andrew's, Montreal, Rev. W. Cochraoe,
Ordained Missionary, and Rev. W. Bell, King-

The evcning was devoted chicfiy to the
French Missivn Report.  The Missionaries are

Tanner. Mr. Baridon occupies bis old field oa
the Lines south from Montrezl. He has the
oversight of 70 French Canadian Protestant
families scaltered in Little groups over a large
territ.ry. As detailed in the report, Lis labours
in ministering to them are great and incessant,
while the numerous Roman Cathiolic families
accessible to him receive much of his attention.
The peouple are poor, as well as scattered, and
can do nothiug fur themselves in supporting
ordinances. Mr. Tanner has charge of the
French Protestant congregation in the city
of Montreal. During the past year he has
been assisted by the Rev. P. Wolffand the Rev.
M. Doudiet. The congregation of the Rerv.
Mr. Cyt has worshipped along with his. There
is 2 Sabbath schoul, and prayer mectings ars
beld twice a week. The attendance of people
on Sabbath is from 20 to 60. There are 32
communicants, three more than last year, sal-
though three dicd and seven were obliged to
leave Montreal in search of employment. 17
members were furmerly Reman Catholics and
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14 are French Canadian. The cause suffers much
becanse of the difficulty of finding employment
for the members. The report noticed that the
French Mission Churchk is &1l but finished and
that arrangements had been made fur the open-
ipg services. The Committee express them-
gelves strongly in regard to the scanty supplies
furnished by the Church to .arry on the work
of this imporiant Mission, representing this
circumstance as the only disagreeable thing
connected with their operations. We hope we
sre not mistaken in supposing that we saw evi-
dences of » new and more carnest spirit
among the members. If the iaterest shown by
the Synod pass not away a3 the early dew, we
shall bave more hopeful things to chronicle of
this effort by and by. The Rev. J. E. Tanner
was requested by the Moderator to address the
Synod, which he did in bappy terms. His re-
marks were attentively received. The Synod
re-appointed the Committee, recorded its sense
of the importance of the Mission, and urged its
claims upon the consideration and support of
tke Church. The Committec has been griev-
ously disappointed by the fewness of the re-
wrns to their appeals in behalf of the building
fard ; and the Synod in itsdeliverance earnest-
iy solicits a special collection within a moath
from tbe non-contributing congregations.

Temmp Digr. June 5. On Friday, the first
thing after devotional exercises and the read-
g of the minutes of Thursday's proceedings,
was the election of fuur members of the Tempo-
relities board. Dr. Urquhart, Hugh Allan, Esq.
and John Thomson Esq. were re-elected, and
the Rev. Alex. Spence was chosen instead of
Yr. Snodgrass who declined re-election.

Dr Mathieson, Chairman, submitted the re-
port of the board of Managers of the Ministers'
Widows, and Urphaas Fund. The Report was
recerved, and the Managers were thanked for
their sercices.

The Report of the Committee on the Bursary
Scheme was read by Privcipal Leitch. The
object of the Fund is to assist young men
studying for the ministry at Queen's College.
During last session aid was given to 27 stu-
dents. The Bursaries were competed for under
the name of Scholarships. The receipts for the
year were only $838. 28, and considerably
more thaa a third of that amount came from
the Parent Church. Not more than 14 of our
congregations contributed. The members of
Commuttee, who have the cases of s.ruggling
stadents to deal with, testify in strong termus to
the exceeding usefulness of the scheme. There
was considerable discussion in the Synod upon
geveral points brought up by this report. Some
members held that the Bursaries should be con-
fined to students in tho Divinity Hall ; accord-
g to the experience of others the first two
or threc Sessions are the most tryiug. A num-
ber thought the Bursarics should be given by
competition only ; but the purely charitable cha-
racter and object of the fund we.. advocated
by other members. The Synod re-appointed
the Committee , recommended Dresbyteries to
Corregpond with the members, and appointed s
¢ollection to be made for the fund or the Srst
Sabbath of Aprij.

The Report of the Committee on Foreign
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Missions occupied the whole of the evening,and
wag the occasion of an animated debate. It
adverted to negotiations with the Conveness of
the Jewish and Colonial Committees of the
Church of Scotland. Beyrout was suggested
ag a suitable station for a missionary. It was
stated that one of tle students applying for
license, Mr. Donald Ross, was prepared to
accept an appointment to that port. The
Church of Scotlands Jewish Committee is
expected to contribute to the support of the
mission to the extent of £100 stg. ; it is hoped
that the Synod of New Brunswick will aid;
the advantage of the Consular Act might be
obtained ; and were the missionary to pay an
occasional visit o Jerusalem, Dr Aiton’s con-
sent might be got to use the funds collected
by him for the establishment of a mission in
the Holy City. It is somewhat remarkable

. that on the very day the Synod was discuesing

this matter, the news of Dr Aiton'sdeath reach-
ed this country. The Synod was sutsequently
iufurmed that on his deathbed he gave 1is con-
sent to the expenditure of the funds in the
ma..ner proposed. The Committee also sug-
gested Ceylon as a field of operations. There
are six ministers of the Church of Scotland iz
thatlsland already. Jaffnais pointed out asa
suitable locality. The Colonial Committee
would cooperate with the Synod, the friends of
the Church in Ceylon would help, and the
Nova Scotia Church might be induced to join in
the effort. The report seemed to take many of
the members of the Court and _even some of the
Committee by surprise. It was obvious that Dr.
Epstein’s resignation had produced & reaction,
though it should be remcmbered that reverses
and trials are not always the best reasons for
retracing one’s steps.  The Synod had a year
ago expressed itself strongly in favour of a
missivn to Vancouver's Island and British Co-
lumbia, and the circumstance that the report
made no allusion to that field this year wasa
cause of disappointment adverted to pretty
strongly by several members. A motion
was submitted declaring that the Synod
is not now prepsred to enter into the
scheme propounded with reference to the
Jews, and expressing the hope that the Com-
mittee will organize a mission, a3 soon as prac-
ticable, to Vancouvers Island and British Co-
lurnbia ; but there was carried agninst thisa
resolution referring to the hopeful tone of the
Synod's deliverance last year, in regard both
to the Institution of a mission to Vaancouvers
Island and British Columbia and the coptinu-
ance of the Jewish schem2, directing the Com-
mittee to use the funds raised for a Jewish
mission for that purpose s they see §t, and
renewing the expression ¢! the Synod's deep
sense of the urgent claims of Vancouver's
Island and British Columbis, and soliciting the
attention of the Commiiteo to that fieid. A
collection was appoinied to be made on the
first Sabbath of Juiy in aid of the scheme.

Foorta Dier. June Gth.—On Saturday the
Court did not mect in the evening, and the
whole of (he morning and afternoon meetings
were occupicd with the report of the Commit-
tee on Temporalities. The report coosisted of
ninc paragraphs, some of them pertaining io
matters of the gravest importance.
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The first recommended the adoptioa of tle -
: be a condition of the payment of each such

report of the Board.

‘The second noted regretfully that the income
of the Board was, during the past year, consi-
derably short of what was originally expected.
This the Boa~i had reported was owing partly to
adiminution of the dividends on certain stock,
but mainly to the great increase of ministers.
The latter cause the Committee justly described
as a matter of gratitude to Almighty God on
the part of the Synod. The expenditure of the
Board from May 24, 1862, to May 25, 1803, in-
cluding $709.28 of a balance on hand at the
former date, and 3393,70 paid to ministers, a-
mounted to 340, 655.48.
vestmeats was $34664, which together with
$2195.96, from the contingent fuud, brought the
total receipts to $37460.06. This zave $£3197.
52 at debit of the fund.

The revenue from in-

The third paragraph reported the opiilon uf
ministers are invited to full in with the regula-

the Committee that the Synod hadever, reason

to be satistied with the continued s-.fety of |

the investments. The cost value of the whole
amount invested iz $331,289.83. Some new
investments had beeu made, but the old ones
kad not been changed.

Paragraph fourth declared that the thanks of

the Synod are cminently duc to the Chairman

of the Board, Thomas Paton, Esq., and the
other members. They bad shown a disinterested

zeal, faithfulness, and diligence ir the whale |
, It will be well for themn as speedily as possible

of their management, and the plan 'doviscd
through the medium of the Committee of

which Dr. Cook was Convener, whereby all

ministers had received their allowance, was
characterized as a wise coe.

In the fiftn paragraph the Committec reported
a recommendation to the Board to frume 2 by-

" to get into the babit of contributing.

law making it necessary to any minister re-

maining cr being placed on the hist of recipients
of $200 per annum that his congregation shall
pay yearly to the Board the sum of $50. This
clause gave rise to considerable discussion.
An appeal Liad been made af misericordiam in be-
half of the 27 ministers last inducted ; and all
others not provided fur by the commutation
arrangements had been represented as privile-
ged .ninisters. Itwas pointied out that there-
by distinctions were created which ought not
to exist, and which were not contemplated by

the commutation arrangements unalterably se-
" the fund to the Rev. James Steven, their minis-

cured by the provisions of the act incorpora-
ting the Board. The distribution ofallowances,
other than those protected by the commutation
arrangements made bythe pro re nala meoting of
Synod 1855, is subject to such modifications
as the Synod”may at apy time agree to. The
Synod was therefore free to rccommend any
racasure which might be deemed fair nngi expe-
dient, and as the occasion affurded a fitting op-
joriunity for applying the pnucnp_lc of Presby-
terian parity, an amendment having the effect
of placing all new ministers on tie same foot-
ing as beneficiarics, as far as tbe fund will
allow, was submitted and carried with only one
disseniing voice. The amendment reads;
¢ Recommer) the Doard to alter its by-laws so
that, while new and unprivileged ministers,
that is, all ministers except those who commu-
ted and the ten who were not allowed to com-
mute, may receive allowances of $200 each
per apnum; as far as the funds wilt allow, ac-
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cording to the order of their induction, it shall

allowance that $50 be obiained fur the fupd
by the authority of ti recipient, it being
understoud that the cony regations are the pac-
ties to be looked to for the said sum of $50."
In view of this resolution becomng a perma-
ment arraugement it behoves all cungregations
to institute at ouce a plan for raising this an-
nual contribution. The aggregate amount wli
be insufficient fur the purpose , but it is believed
that the contributivns of the wealthier congre-
gations will su cxceed the amount required
from eaclh, as tuv go far in making up the de-
ficiency. It is at least contended that a rea-
sonuble and proper opportunity is affurded for
the operativu of the Christian principle by
which the strung are impelled to help the weak.
The paragraph contains a recommecudation to
this effect, and the congregations of privileged

tivn resolved on, that is, to contribute $50 each
per annum, This would secure from 10V con-
gregations an aditivnal reliable incomeuf $5000.
It was a strong argument, advanced by Dr.
Cook, for the congregations of commuting
miuisters to place themselves under the same
regulativa as the others, that though best off
now they will eventually be the worst off when
they become vacant, as they will have to take
their place low-down un the roll of the Board.

The
thoughtfil know that “ tuv be forwarned is to
be forearmed.”

In the next paragraph of their report the
the Cummittee expressedtheir approval of the
rcsclution of the Buard—* That the expenditure
in future shall be strictly guverned by the ac-
tual amount at the disposal of the Board.” Ia
their desice to pay alluwances to all ministers
the Board bad borrowed £750. Thig expedient
tided them aver the difficulty for the time, but
the payment of the loan svon met them as &
greater difficulty.  Certain contributurs to the
Home Mission Fund came to their relief, and
the debt having been liquidated they forthwith
rcsolved to owe no man anything.

The seventh paragraph deals with a memo-
zial from the Trustees of St. Andrews church,
Camplbellton, New Brunswick, for & grant from

ter, on the ground that, though beionging to
the Synud of New Brunswick, alarge purtion
of his congregation are resident in Lower
Cauads. The Committee advised the Synod
not to grant the prayer of the mewonial, as
Mr. Steven is not a member of any Presbytery
of this church.

Paragraph cight rep-rted upon the memon-
al of Dr. George, minister of Stiratford, for the
full alluwance of a commuting minister, and
the Committee recommended the Board tu
ascertain Dr. Gerrge's legal rights and act ac-
cordingly. TIn the belief of sume members, Dr.
George's rights did not need to be ascertained
and they dissented from the adoption of the re-
commendation.

Thbe ninth paragraph is as folluws: The
Committee have read with great pain a letter
addressed to the Rev. Dr. Couh, frum thbe iev.

! James Mair, minister of Martintown, and re-
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port that, in the opinion of the Committee, not
only has Mr. Mair been guilty of great indis-
cretion in writing and publishing such a letter,
but the contents are in many respects incorrect,
unjust, and disrespectful to tle members of
the Tempuralities Buard, and that Mi. Mair
ought to be admonished by the Synod to greater
caution in future in reflecting on the character
of individuals and in dealing with subjects with
which he has shown that.as vet he isbut imper-
fectly acquainted.”

The report as amended was adopted, the
Syaod decerned in terms thereof, and Mr. Mair
submitted to an admonition from the Moder-
ator.

SaBBATH. June Uh.—The appointments of
Synod fur diviug survice were fulfilled. The
YVery Rev. Priucipal Leitch officiated in St.
Mathe w3 an the furenoon and opened tle French
Mission Church in the afternvun. Professor
Murray preached in St. Andrews in the forenoun
and Rev. R. Campbell of Galtin the evening.
The services in St. Pauls were conducted by
the Rev. John Cameron of Dundee and the Rev.
J. B. Mullen of Spencerville.

Fietr DieT, Jtne 8th.—To-day the attend-
ance of members was diminished by the return
of some to their howmes, but the number was
greater than usual on a Synod Monday. A
great amount of business was done, as long
gpeeches were voted out of order.

Hr. Paton’s report of the Juvenile Mission
was read and the scheme again commended
to the support of the Church. It was resolved
0 continue the Sabbath Schooi Committee on
the understanding that the Statistics reported
ve appended to the printed minutes.

The Rev. W. Bain, Convener of Commitee on -
Sabbath observance, submitted a report, and |

the recommendation that cach Minister should
preach to his congregation onthe subject upoun
the first Sabbath of August or some other suit-
able day was approved of. .\ repori ot Com-
mittee on Church property was read nnd the
Committee was tharked and continued, Judge
Logie, Convener.

Public collections were appointed as follows
1st Sabbath of July, for the Forcign Scheme ;
13t Sabbath of Uctuber, for the French Mis-
sion ; 1st Sabbath of January, for the Ministers’
Widows' and Urphans’ Fund; 1st Sabbath ot
April, for the Bursary Scheme.

The Presbytery of Bathurst was upon Qvert-
ure from itself divided into three Presbyteries,
namels, Presbytery of Perth, first meeting at
Perth vn 24th June, Presbytery of Ottawa, first
meeting at Ottawa on first Wednesday of July;
Presbytery of Renfrew, first mecting at Aun-
prior on first Wednesday of Mugust—thie Lour
of meeting in-each case to be 10 o'clock A.M.

Mr. Mackerras read report of the Synod
Fand and Finance Committee. The Committee
was thanhed and reappointed. The sale of pro-
perty at Wondstolk was referred to Committee
on Church properts. A memorial from the

Trustecs of St. Andrew s Manse property, Ham- .

dton, was disposed of, the Synud granting its
prayer for permission to mortgage. on condition
that the original manse fund be a first claim
setured to the Temporalities Board. An ap-
tlication from the Congregation of Rawmsay to

, adopted.
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the Colonial Committee of the Church of Scot
land for aid in building a new Church waz
sanctioned. A protest and appeal of Thomas
Kydd against the Presbytery of London was
not entered upun in consequence of the ab-
gence of parties, and the cleik of the Presbytery
cutered protestation tu that effect and craved
extracts which were granted.

Sixta Digr. June 9th.—Tanis was alsoa busy
day, much of the work peculiar to a Synod, but
not very interesting to the public, was got
through.

Presbytery, Synod, and Commiszion Records
were reported upon and attested. The examin-
ation of Presbytery Recordsis a most important
matter as it briogs all the proceedings of the
Presbyteries duriog the year under review.

Draft addressses tu the Queen and the Gov-
ernor General were read, the former by Dr.
Burclay and the latter by Mr. (ieo. Bell, and
received the approval of the Court.

Mr. Black, Couvener of Cummnittee on returns
from Presbyteries vn Overtures and Interim
Acts, prescuted a repurt, agreeably to which
the Interim Acts on he representaiion of the
Eldership in Church Courts, and on the taking
up of subscriptions for ecclesiastical purposes
only by permission of Presbytceries within whose
bounds they arc solicited, were passed into
permanent laws. A majority of Presbytcries
declared against the adoption of the Hymn
Book published by authority of a Committee of

' the General Assembly of the Church of Scot-

land, and a Committee, of which the Rev. F.
Nicol of London is Convener, was appointed
to take steps for the preparation of a suitable
Hymn Book. This work we understand is
already far advanced, and may be looked for
before long. 189 copies, in numbers from 5 to
25, Lhave been subscribed for. The subscription
list is in the hands of the Synod Clerk.

The form of process for calling and settling
Ministers was disapproved of by 2 majority of
Presbyteries; and a form sent up by the Pres-
bytery of Montreal was substituted as anlnterine
Actin its stead.

A memorial from the Grand Division of the
Sons of Temperance, Canada West, elicited a
unanimous resolution of concurrence in the
neeessity of employing every Clristan and
proper effurt to remedy the evils of intemper-
ance. AnOveriure on the appointment of an
annuai day of Thanksgiving for the bounty of
(God in the harvest was dismissed.

An Overture vn the sulyect of Testrumental
Music. praying the Synod to give a clear deliv-
erance un the matter, cither by furbidding it
or declaring the liberty of congregatious to
make usc of itin Jdie public devotivnal exercises
of praise, was rejected. R

Tlic report of the Examining Cummnittee sug-
gested varivus clanges in the mode of examin-
ing Candidates fur License, and in the sulyjects
of Examination, in order that this important
item of bLusinessmay in future be more fairly
and satisfactorily attended tu.  Tlie report was
Certain Statutes of Queeu's Univer-
sity were approved of.

A reference was heard frum the Examining
Committee, beering that as suun as Morrin Col-
lege has Trofessure of Classics, of Mathematics
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and Natural Philogophy, and of Logic, Meta-
physics, andMoral Philosophy, their certificates
shall qualify for admission to the study of Di-
vinity the same as those from Queen’s College ;
and that when there shall be a Professor of
Hebrew and Church History, being a minister
or Probationer of the Church, in addition to the

Professor of Divinity, their certificates sha’l |

entitle students to come before Presbyteries
and the Synod. In 1861, at Quebec, the Synod
resolved upon memorial of Goveraors, that as
soon as sufficient evidence is afforded that the
requirements of the Church with regard to lit-
erary and theological education are provided for
to the satisfaction of the Synod, the certificates
of Professors shall have the value indicated in
the reference ; and therefore it was thought by
some members that any new deliverance was
unnecessary. It was accordingly moved, on
that ground, that the reference be dismissed.
A motion to decern in terms of the reference
was however carried by a vote of 21 to 16.

(
!
|
l

l

Sevexto Digr. June 10th.—The a-tendanco

on this the last day of the Synod was greatly
fallen off; but we do not remember ever seeing
80 many members at the close.

The few items of business remaining were
disposed of. Memorial of Duncan Turner, Salt-
fleet, praying for relief from pecuniary obliga-
tions in the support of ordinances, occasioned
the deliverance that the Synod has not the
power of cancelling legal obligations.

Memorial of Rev. W. Miller complaining of
the Presbytery of London for not fulfilling ins-
tructions of Synod ; and memorial of parties,
describing themselves as representatives ol the
Congregation of Saltfleet, praying for a recon-
sideration of the decision last year sustaining
the appeal of Mr. Niven against the decision of
the Presby. ry of Hamilton which found certain
counts of a hibel proven, were referred to first
meeting of Commission.

The Clerk was instructed to grant a Com-
mission to Principal Leitch, or any other mem-
ber who might atiend, to represent the Synod
at the meetings of the Synods of Nova Scotia
and New Brunswick. There was put onrecord
an expression of * hearty thanks to the friends
of the Churchb in Montreal for the great kind-
ness and hospitality to the members in attend-
ance at their present meeiiag, and especially to
Messrs. Greenshields and Mitcheil for their
great attention in making the necessary
arrangements.” Committees to revise the print-
¢d minutes of Synod, and prepare the business
for pext annual meeting, were
mectings of Commisssior were fixed for to-day
at one o'clock ; the first Thuraday after the first
Wednesdayof November in St. Andrews charch,

the third Tuesday of February, in St. Andrews
church. Toronto, at noon.

The Moderator then addressed the Synoc to
the following effect :—Now, Fathers nud Breth-
ren, before we adjourn, I wish to address
you very briefly. 1 congratulate you on the
harmony and gond fecling that have character-
ized all onr proceedings. Itis gratifying to
observe that we escaped those displays of ex-
citement and heated temper which have been
made at times io our own and other Synouds,

appointed; and -

THE PRESBYTERIAN.

and which characterize the proceedings of
nearly all public bodies. I think we have seen
more than ever the elements of our weakness
ag well us the elements of our strength. Every
succeeding Synod shows us that as a Church
wo have an ever-extending field to occupy, a
great mission to perform, and a call, every year
becoming louder and Jouder in our ears, to go
forth into the Lord's vineyard, and occupy the
field He is opening up before us. In former
years our position in the couatry was not satis-
factory ; the stability of the Charch a matter
of grave doubt. Our difliculties bave been every
year more and more removed by the friends ot
the church, who have shewn us a degree of
sympathy, and given us an amount of influence
highly satisfactury and beneficial; and if we
will only go forward manfully and earnestly,
and occupy the field God has placed at our
disposal, the result will be glorious. There i3
no doubt weo are making progress. Lookinyg
back over the last twenty years we can see every
year an increasing interest in the church, and
larger contributions, as a general rule, for our
varfous schemes. A larger and larger fiold
is opening up to us. For all this thero is
great cause for gratitude to God. We are bere
the representatives of great principles and
ought to remember the ground we are forced
to occupy, rather than occupy, perhaps, from
choice ; that we represent here those principles
upoa which the church of our fathers has been
founded ; that owing to our peculiar position
as regards the State we cannot stand here a,
an Established Cburcli; and perhaps, consider-
ing all things, it is the best position we could
occupy in this land. -We have cause to be
thankful for the measure of success God bas
given usin past years in our various operations

and although the scheme fur the endowment of
the church has not been seemingly so prosper-
ous as during last year, still that was not to be
attributed to any detlension of the Church,
and even in this matter there is cause for
encouragement. We should not furget the
principle we profess to hold ; that we desire to
be an endowed Church whose advantages may
be enjoyed by those who succeed us when we
are no more. As an endowed Church we enjoy
as many of the advantages of an establishment
as possible in the peculiar circumstances of this
land, besides enjoying the benefits of the volun-
tary system, so powerful for good. We haveit
in our power to wicld the large influence thus
placed at our disposal, and we have wielded it
for good successfully in times past. Tt will be
our duty to wield the influence of a Church
possessing the strength and stability an endow-

- ment gives, combined with the ability and zeal

. ¥ ~ which the voluntary principle, properly direct-
Montreal, at noen; and the first Wednesday after a LN

ed, will call forth. By combining the adsan-

. tages of the endowment and voluntary prin-

ciples we shall attain the best possible position
under our present circumstances. I need not
speak of the necessity of us all returning to ou?
congregations with united hearts and stern
deiermination to carry out that mission to
whiclh we have devoted our lives. | trust we
£o to our respective congregations with mutual
confidence in cach other. We have met each
other in luove and held pleasant intercourse for
a few days. [ hope we have felt our Lands
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strengthened and hearts encouraged, and that
we are now about to return to our different
spheres of labour, confiding in the providence
of our God, and with the assurance that, asg we
have been sustained and blessed in the dis-
charge of our duty in the past, we shall also be
sustained and blessed by Him in future.

The Rev. the Moderator after thanking the
members fur the honour dune Liniinappointing
nim to preside during the present Synod, and
goliciting their indulgence fur any shurtcom-
:ngs, called upou the members tu cluse the
proceedings by singing a portion of the 122d
Psalm. After praise, the Rev. Dr. Leitch
offered up praycr, when the Moderatur declardd
the meeting terminated, and appointed ihe next
10 convene at Kingstua vu the tirst Wednesday
in June 1804, and then prunovunced the Benedic-
tion.

COMMISSION OF SYNOD.

This Court met by appointment immediately
after the closing of the Synod, and again by
adjournment in the evening of the saiae day.

With regard to mewmorial of Mr. Miller, after
explanations of the clerk of London Presby-
tery, the Commission took no action upon it;
and with regard to memorial from Saitfleet and
Binbrook the Court held that the whole case
was under review at meeting of Synod at To-
ronto in 1862, and therefore allegationsto the
coatrary were no ground for reconsideration,

The Commission, judging that questions of
grave importance, affecting the interests of the
church, are involved in tie position of aflairs
at naltfleet and Binbrook, resolved to meet, for
the special consideration thereof on the first
Wednesday of August next, in $t. Andrew’s
church, Montreal, at two o'clock P. M. All
members of last meeting of Synod are mem-
bers of the Comunissipn, and, from the senti-
ments expressed at the Synod, we would expect
many to take advaniage of the opportunity
which this adjourned meeting affords.

FRENCH MISSION CHURCH.
OPENING SERVICER.

It i3 our pleas.._ dity to record the public
opening uf the French Mission Church, situat-
ed in Dorchester Street, Muntreal. It is tne
first ecclesiastical edifite crected in the city
for the accommudation of French Protestants.
It stands upon » lot of land purclased for the
purpose so fav back as June, 1844, Itis a neat
little structure of brick with stune dressiags
and slated rouf, in the Gutliic style of architec-
ture. The entrance is by aspacious porch in
Dorchester Strect, well lighted with a large
window, under the drip stone ot which is a
stone ribband whercun is carved in gilt letters
the device, Eglise Presbylertennc ume a UEzlise
d'Ecosse  Over this window, carved on a shield,
is the date, 1862, Oun the south-east angle of
ihe building is » smali bell turret surmounted
by a spire. Internally the Chuarch presents a
cheerful and pleasing appearance.  The roof is
open and slightly stained. The main timbers,
which are exposcd, rest upon moulded corbels,
and, assaming the form of carved ribs, meet in
apoint it the apcx. Four of these ribs are

diagonally placed and urite in the centre of |

the rouf, from which point a gusalier is Sas-
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pended. There i3 a large window in each
gable, consisting of four lights ornamented
with simple tracery, and filled with glass of a
diaper pattern with stained marging. The
pulpit stands in & recess ou the aorth side, is
raised three feet frum the fivor, and is sup-
purted by u central pedestal surrounded by six
Jetacked columns,  The preacher has a perfect
cotimand of the congregation, speaking is easy,
and the acoustic properties of the building
are very good. The pews, which are plain,
Lut remarhably neat aud comfortable, are ar-
ranged with a centre and side aisles, and
affurd ample sitting room fur 250 adults. Pro-
visiun i3 made fur the additivn of galleries
should they be required. There is a commodious
Lasement story, suitable fur a Lecture or School
room, frum which the Church is heated Ly
means of hot air furnaces. The whole was de-
s'gned and executed under the superintendence
of Lawford and Nelson, architects, Montreal.

For the following accouut of the opening
services we are indebted chiefly to The Mont-
real Wilness of the Sth uit.

The Pustor of the Church, the Rev. Mr. Tan-
ner, being incapacitated by impaired health
from officiating, had his place supplied by the
Rev. P. Wolil who corducted the morning
cervice in French. His text was taken from
Rom. i. 16: “For I am not ashamed of the
Gospel of Christ.” le reminded tbe audience
that the chapel they were consecrating to God,
was that of w missionary church planted among
a large Roman Catholic population bound
to them by the double ties of nationality and
Janguage. He pointed out what must be the
character and the active duties of a congrega-
tion and church under such special circum-
stances, and urged upon the members the sol-
emn and individual responsibility of each to
witness for the Gospel esmongst his country-
men without shame or fear. e concluded his
serinon by a brief historical sketch of the efforts
made in the past, and now for the first time
successful, towards crecting a French Evange-
lical chapel in Montreal. e referred to the
labours of the late Rev. Mr. Lapelletrie and to
those of thie Ruv. Mr. Tanner, aud spuke in &
feeling manner of the debt of luve and grati-
tude vwned tu the latter Ly French Cuanadian
Protestants, as well as by the frivnds of the
cause. He finally alluded to the juterest felt
towards Freuch Protestantism by  Scuich
Presby terians, as dating back three Lundred
vears from the days of the Refurmation.  The
service was clused by the distributon of
the Lord s Supper, of which & guud mauy par-
tock.

Ia the afternvon, a second service was held
in English and conducted by the Very Rev. Dr.
Leitch, Principal of Querns College, Kings-
ton, and the audience, which in the worniag
had Leen almost altogetler French, was now
mostly English  The text was Acts iii, 6
“ Silver and gold have 1 none, but such as I
have give I thec.” The leading object of the
ssrmon was to show, that althuugh pecuniary
support was always unecded in bebalf of mis-
sions, yet there was alsu sumcthing wanted
sapeiior to gold and silver, namely interest
and sympathy. o the couclusion of his dis-
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course he alluded iz happy terms to the occa-
sion. Starting with a reiteration of the seati-
ment expressed by the Rev. Mr. Tanner when
beginning his address to the Synod, namely,
that it is not for nought that the French Cana-
dians are subjects of the British Empire, he
enforced the responsibilities of the Church in
regard to their enlightenment by Protestant
trath. He spoke of the historical value of
Protestantism in France, and drew & parallel
botween the efforts of the Church of Scotland
in that land, as represented by the evangel-
izing labors of M. Boucher, and the enterprize
apon which the branch of the Church of Scot-
land in this Province had cntered. The
Reverend gentleman mede & warm and elo-
quent appesl in bebalf of French Missions,
most appropriately urging that English-spesk-
ing Protestants but very pardally discharged
their duty, by giving only a cold pecuniary
support to the missionary cause, when a pray-
erful and cordial assistance is above all re-
quired. A number of munisters from the
Synod were present, and the chapel was quite
fail.

The services of the day were closed in the
evening by a union meeting, at which the Rev.
Messrs. Lafleur, Mauny, Doudiet, Baridon and
Tanner successively spoke. Tho latter espe-
cially elicited much interest by contrasting the
herdships of hig carly labors in Canads, with

tho presentsuccess and greater facilitics obtan- .

ed. He warned, howerver, the converts of re-
laxing in the faithfulness of their profession. as
ke thought some did. Ie deprecated strongly
those morbid feelings of nationality, that
would invidiously discriminate between Freach
Protesiants of Canadiag, and those of Europe-
an extraction. The Rev. Mr. Lafleur, as a
French Canadian, wished, in answer, to ex-
press the decp fecling of love, respect and
gratitude which he experienced, and which he
thougbt all the converts ought to cntertain
towards those Swiss missionaries who acted as
pioncers jn the work of French Cansdian Mis-
sions, whose voluntary exile from their beauti-
ful country had laid the foundation for the pre-
sent successs, and without whom the work
never could have been undertaken.
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THE FUREIGN MISSION.

The Synod has appointed a collection for
this scheme tobe made on the First Sabbath of
July, and has chosen Vancouver's Island and
British Colambia as the field of missionary
labeur. Ministers are respectfully reminded of
the duty of bringing before their congregations
on the above day, the urgent claims of the
adherents of the Church of Scotland in that
new Colony, upon the missionary enterprise of

the Church.
J.B MOWAT.
Convener of Foreign Mssion Commitiee.

The following is the substance of & passage
which occurs in the report of the Jewish mis-
sion Committee of the Church of Scotland,
presented to last General Assembly. Ve are
of opinion, that if our own Jewish Committee
had meade their plans known in our columns be-
fore the meeting of Synod, a much more satis-
factory discussion of the project would have
taken place.

When the Very Rev. Principal Leiich wasin
this couniry last summer, he informed the con-
vener that the Canadian Church had no hope
of being abic 0 sustain & permanentinterest in
any Jewish mission out of Palestine, and exprea-
scd an earnest wish that the committee should
again consider whether they could not aid in
an object on which the hearts of the Canadians.
as well as of many friends of the Jewish mis-
sion in this country, have so long been set.
The convener stated that it had at various
times been contemplated. by the committee to
send a missionary to Beyrout—which might be
regarded as the port of Northern PPalestine, and
a convenient centee from which other places in
Northern Palestine might be visited, and hada
considerable Jewish population, as well as
several Scotch merchants anxious to obtain the
services of a missionary of their own Church
—and that if the Canadian Church should be

_inchined to make Beyrout instead of Jerusalem.
. the head-quarters of their mission, he thought

Thus clos- {

cd the services of the dar, which, 1t may be |
trusted, will prove a source of much cncour- .

sgemunt to both the Freach and the English
Protesiants of Monatreal.

The ounly thing to be regretted about this
auspicious event is the amouni of debt wpon the
bailding. The account presented to the Sy-
nod shows 1200 due the Treasurer. and it is
cstimated that 8700 more are required. This
would not kave been the case kad our cungre-
gations lListened .o the reiterated appeals of
the Commitler. Too Synoed ia its deliverance
has earnestix solicited contributions to be for-
warded in the course of a month.  We implare
the 80 congregalions that kave sent nothing to
come lo our relicf.  Surdly these is in cach of
them a safficien?! numbe~ of voung persons,
with missionary zeal enoa,h. to collest from
$30 10 $30 in small sums.

e e - -

the commitiee would be much disposed to nid
them :n the undertaking. The statement of the
convener was reported by Dr. Leitch, on bis
return 1o +he Canadian Committee, who, after
mature deliberation, agreed to ndopt Beyront as
their station, provided the committee should
ad them to the extent of £100 per annum, aad
the Rev. Dr. Aiton should conseat to their hav-
g the use of the money originally rased for
a mission atJerusalem. Dr. Aiton has most
kindly agreed to the request of the Canadiso
Commitiee, subject to the condition that thar
missionary shall occasonally visit Jerusaicem,
and the commitice having referred the whoile
matlc: to a sub-committee, and having received

* from *hem a full and favoumable repory, kave.

on the condisions expressed in tuat report, ac-
ceded to the reqacst of the Canadian Com-
mitlee.

ST. ANDREWS, RELLEVILLE

Tae Rev  Archibald Walker, the respeciod
minisics of this charge. after atiending the
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meetiag of Synod for three days, sailed for |

Scotland. He has obtained from his congrega-
tion and Presbytery leave of absence fur three
months, chiefly for the purpose of visiting his
sged mother. His congregation have readily
scceded to bis wishes, and, besides, provided a
very substantial proof of their regard, for the
psyment of traveiling expenses. Un the 29th
of May last, at a meeting of the congregation,
anaddress, was presented, from which we ex-
tract the following sentences.

“We take this ovportunity of bearing testimo-
oy to the very faithful apd eflicient manner in
which, during the nine last years, you have
discharged ,the duties incumbent on you, as
Minister of St. Andrews Church. Uwing to
adverse circumstances coenecicd with the crisis
12 1843, the cungregation was for a luag period
without the nunistrations of a settled Pastor,
and had in consequence alrost ceased to exist,
previousiy to your arrival. But you commen-
ced your lzbuurs, and o gratitying change was
soon appareat, the congregation was reorga-
nized in the facc of many difficulties and ap to
the present time has steadily increased. An-
other matter for congratulation is the satisfac-
tory condition of the Sunday School, and alse

|
|
|
§
l
|
!
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cumfortable place of worship; and, with true
Christian zeal, amid the pressure of bis other
duties, maintained occasional services in it, a8
alsv elsewhere throuzhout tliese townships,
until the time of the disruption, when the
whole field fell into the bands of our brethren
uf the Free Church.

Subsequently a second station was opened
at Melrose, a village situated near the frent
of Trendinaga, about six miles from Shan-
nonville, fourteen from Belleville, and thirteen
from Roslin. These two stations, after a time
upiting, became one charge, and had one set~
tled minister for two, and another for five
years. After this period some dissatisfaction
having arisen between the two stations, they
separated, and their ministerial supply was
with?- vn about two years since. A third
station, which had beco opened at Lonsdale,
four and a balf miles east of, Melrose, now
united with the latter, and 2 call having been

_ giv.n to a minister of the C P. Church, be
- was accordingly ordained to that cherge in

. May 1862,
. more than twelve months without aay supply.

of the Bible Class, boih of them under your '

efficient superintendence, and which together

are pow attended by abont one hundred pupils.
The great interest evinced by vou in the cause
of general edacation, your zealous efforts in be-
half of missions, and the sympathy and atten-
ton wiuch the sick and afflicted ever receiveat
vour bands, also cali for our grateful acknow-
ledgments on this occasion ™

TYENDINAGA MISSION FIELD,
BY JANES M CatL

Tyendinaga is noi, as the name would seem
i0 mmport, a wiid Iandian scttlement void of

Roslin  however, continued for
Mcanwhile, owing to occasional visits, made
Ly the Rev Mr. Walker, (at whose ecarnest
sulicitations this mission has been undertaken)
a station was opened at Dale's school house,
which 1s about four miles from Melrose, and
nine from Roslin—alse a sccond statioa at
Moult's school house. about an cqual distance
from Roslin, and from Dale’s school house.
Mr. Walker regolarly preached at one of these
stations previous to Sacramental occasions,
when an opportunity was given to as many as
desired it, to partake of the Lords supper in
Belleville.

Such was the state of this ficld, when the
Presbytery of Kingston made application to

* this .Association for the services of a mission-

all interest save that which is roused by the '

recital of the daring deeds of the Red man. It
:s one of the frontier townships of the counity
of Hastings. bordering on the north shere of
the beauufal Bay of Quinte. and derives its
asme from “ Thyendinage * a worthy chuef of
a tribe of the Hurone, who were the first iords
and herifors of ihe soil.

Er an nct of the British Parliameat a remnaat
of the Indians who dwelt on the northern
banks of Lakes Eric and Uatanio, and who sur-
vived the devastating wars that swepl somany
of thair number away, have been confined to
the front of this township. where thexr have
assigned fo them ample grounds to cultivate.
are supplied with implements of husbandry,
and hate a misstonary to teach them, in their
vwn tongue, the truths of Christianity. The
adjacent township is Thurlow.  To the rear
of these two townships are those of Hunger-
ford and Hustinzden. It is properiy the tor-
ritory embraced in these fous townships that
forms what 1 have termed “ the Tyeadinaga
Mussion Ficld.” Sitnated on an adjacent
cornet of cach of these towaships. and within
12 oules of Bellesilic is the pleasaat hitle
wiage of Roslin.  As ecariv as 1840, the Rev,
Mr. Kiatchin, then minister of our church in
Beilerille, succeeded ia hasing erecled here =

ary to labour within its bounds—Trendinags
being the place desiguated as the scenc of his
labours. Haviag been appointed by the Asso-
ciation, aud, having reccived the neccessary
insiructions from the cierk of the Preshrtery,
! enicred upon my dutics in Tyrendinaga on
the first Sabbath in May. Services sere held
on that day in Dale’s and Moults school
houses. Owing to the impassable state of the
roads and other causcs, these meelings were
bat thinly attended. The instruction given
by the Presbhyicry was to muintain ordinances
at these two slations. On becoming more
intimately acquainted with the ficld, however,
and learniag the destituie condition of Raslin,
it was at once resolved that, with the wishes
of the people there. a fortnmghtly service woald
be ofered them. The propasal was accepled,
aud on the fourth Sabbath in May services
were held in Raslin church and Dale’s school
house. Subsequeatly, on learning that there
were but few adherents to our church ia at-
icndance at Moult's schocol-house. 1t was made
a Friday cvening siation. and services were
mamiained every Sabbath at Roshn and Dale’s
school-house. At 2 vei later date a new
station was opened at Gihson's scheol-honse,
aboat five mules from Roshia, and week-evening
services were ther maintained at this atation
and Moult's school. alternatiag on-¢ a fart-
night. This last arrangement was sinetlr
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adbered to until the withdrawal of my services
from the field.

One of my first duties was to ipstitute a
regalar system of visitation among the people.
A large share of my time was devoted to this
part of the Missionary labor. Opportunity
was thus offered for impressing the people with
the importance of attending at public worship
—for inducing the young to come out to the
Sabbath schools aud Bible classes—and for
speaking to all directly and personally. The
results were very gratifying. The nursbers
attending on Sabbath, increased from forty or
fifty to an average of one hundred and fifty at
each station.

My next duty was that of opening a Sabbath
school and a Bible-class at each of the Sab-
bath stations. At firsta great barrier stood
in the way at Dale's school-bouse station, as
our Methodist brethren who have an equal
right to the building, had already opened one
there. This, however, was soon obviated by
a kind friend offering 1o give us the usé of bis
coach house, which, on being suitably fitted
up, met our wants admirably for the summer
months. Much is due to those kind friends
who volunteered their valuable services as
teachers. I secured, with but little difficulty,

the services of a competent assistant super-

intendent and staff of teachers for each school.
A Sabbath school library, procured by volun-
tary subscription, was divided between the
two schools, cach making use of one-half of it.
The shorter catechism is taught in both

schools ; the scheme of lessons is that of the |

“Edinburgh Sabbath-School Teachers' U'nien,”

and the hymn book is *“Songs of >raise.” !

Through the liberality of some kind friends of
the Tyendinaga Sabbath School, a pic-nic was

given for the cncouragement of the children. -
Itwas an occasion of rare enjoyment, especially .

for the young. The Rev. Mr. Walker, from Belle-

ville, and the Rev. Mr. Turnbull, from Melrose, |

were present.  The happy addresses made by
these gentlemen, and the great moral lessons
embodied in their remarks, will long be re-
membered by both parents and children.

A deep and lively interestwas taken in the
Bible classes by most of the young people. At
Roslin the class was held regularls on Sab-
bath immediately after service; but, as it was
found impossible to have two Services, two
Bible classes and a Sabbath school in

one day, the Tycendinaga Bible class was
usually  held  cvers Wednesday evening.
The average attendance at the latter

was about 45, there being oécasionally pre-
sent as many as 5. Many of these came a
distance of three or four miles, most of them
two. The average attendance at the Reslin
class was about 30.  The course of instruction
pursued was reading, comparing and cxplain-
ing the Gospels, proving scripture doctrines,
and studying the biomaphy of Sc.ipture char-
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In Roslin Church a ! soires” was held in
October, for the purpose of raising funds to
repair and paint the Church. Although the
evening was very unfavourable the Church was
crowded to excess. Mr. Walker and Dr. Mc-
Lean from Believille, were present, as also Mr.
Walker's Church Choir, under the charge of
their competent leader, Mr. Orme. Everything
passed off agreeably. The amount realized was
$50, which is at present in the hands of the
treasurer.

The attendance at Dale's School house(which
is very small) was such that comfortuble seats
could not be had. This led all to see the neces-
sity of having a church erected. Accordingly s
 Building Committee” was appointed, several
meetings were held, and successful arrange-
ments entered into. Mr. Geo. Easton,with praise-
worthy liberality, bas granted sufficient land for
a church and burying-ground. Subscription
lists have been circulated, and the amount
subscribed is about $80v, of which $200 were
made up by five subscribers. The site is well
adapted in every way for the church. Itis at
& convenient distance from Roslin, and i3
slightly clevated. The soil is very suitable for
a burying-ground. The committee have deci-
ded to erect a brick edifice with a spire. Dur-
ing the winter all the materials were conveyed
to the site by the people. The contract has
been given out at §500, exclusive of painting
and the purchase of materials ; and the build-
ing is to be ready for use in November next.

{'n my leaving the field, a memorizl, signed
by the leading members, was submitted to the
Presbytery, praying for the maintenance of or-
dinances once a fortnight for the winter, and
promising travelling expanses.  Services have
accordingly been meintained.

To the iembers of this Association the people
of Tyendinaga and Roslin present through me
grateful thanks for the supply they have re-
ceived. ;

There is much reason to hope that the dayis
not far distant when these two stations united,
will form n prosperous charge. Already have

' some advances been made towards this object ;

acters. Itis most gratifying to be able to say .

that both Sabbath Schools and Ribie Classes

have been continued during the entire winter,

with but little, if any diminution in their
numbers. The zeal of the Superintendents and
teachers and of those who have taken my place
in the Bible classes, deserves the highest com-
mendation,

and the people’s only dread is, lest they be ngain
left without ordinances. They are willing to
do their part.  Although the season twas far
from being a prosperous one for the farmer,
yet, besides $800, which, save a very small
item, was subscribed among themselves, $50
collected at their Soiree, and 810 for a Sabbath
School library, they have paid, for missionary
Iabour during the summer $120, and for services
during the winter, about §60, making an aggre-
gate of $1040, including both what has been
subscribed and what has been paid.

The number of familics professedls adhering
to the Presbrterian Church is about 50. Many,
in the absence of our Ghurch ordinances, have
cither lapsed into total indifference, or joined
some other body of professing Christians.
Everin the van, our Mcthodist hrethren were
the first to plant their standard here.  Our
Episcopaiian fricnds, too. have erected here
their altar. We desire not to dispute the right
of the one, nor to invade the territory of the
other ; neither yet do we aim at prosclytizing.
Sull, if we would keep together our seattered
fragments, we must seek a spot on which to
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plant oxr standand, and erect our altar, that | into use the rest of this unoccopied territory.
2hose who yet love their own Zion, and desire | Contemporancously with this movement must
to adhere to the church of their forefethers, | be theintroduction of religious instruction, and
may worship in their own temple, serving | the maintenance of ordinances. Civilization and
# npder theirown vine and fig tree.” Religion go hand in hand. And if, with the
I cannot close without adverting to the im- | march of the former, we urge not forward the
portant situation of Roslin as 2 centre for future | latter, otkers will.
cperations. On glancing at the map of Upper Now with Roslin a3 a centre, in conaection
Canada, it will be observed that the county of | with which branch sistions might be opened,
flasting3 embraces a vast territory to the rear , maany destitute localities could be reedily sup-
of the townships already mentioned. To the | plicd, and the foundations laid for future
north of thesc lie 24 surveyed townships, be- | charges. A good gravelled road, from Belle-
sides a large tract of land, in whose forests the ville through Roslip, opens up direct commuai-
woodman's axe has a3 yet been unheard, and | cation with the interior and rear of the county.
which extends us far north ag the banks of the ! All these facts shew that the Tyendinaga
Ottawa. Many settlements have been made in , mission ficld is one of singalar interest and
these wilds; and thriving villages, such as importance; and itishoped that its clsim upon
Tweed, Bridgewater, Madoc, Marmora, &c., are * the consideration of this association will be
Tapidly springing up. felt and responded to—Report (slightly con-
Brpected immigration will doubtless call « deased) to Students’ Missionary Association.

G orrespondence.
ST. JOSEPH STREET MISSION. :» hood. We accordingly resolved to proceed, it
Moxtrear, 257a Mav, 1863. being understood by us, lon good information,

: that your people had no definite prospect of
To thz Edilor of the Preshylerian. . building a church and schools at aii.

Dear Sir.—In your namber for June, page The gentleman who offered your people the
153, I obser=e a statement under the beading | laad on which the Church is now crected, find-
of “Saint Joseph Street Mission, Montreal,” to ; ing that his offer was not accepted, willingly
which there is appended 8 ¥ per Contra,” re- I agreed to sell it to vs on the sawe terms as he
garding "alleged procecdings of the Cznada - had offered it 1o you. He is a member of your
Presbrierian Church in thatlocality, cn which | own church and canoot be supposed to bave any
soa will oblige by permitting me to make one . fecling of objection to you orspecial favoar for
or two observations. " us. Inall these transactions having acted as

The writer of that article keeps altogether out ;| we deemed in 2 proper and courteous way, we
of view the fact, “which perhaps he did not ' bought the lots, and hate erected & building
know, that prior to the three Congregations of | suitable for church and schools, at some cost;
the Canada Presbyterian Church in Montreal | and whatever debt may still be on it, I assure
proceeding to erect a church at St Joseph st., ¢ vou it does not burden us in the least.
ot the accommodation of their own peopic and i Your Sabhath School, we cheerfally ackow=
Mission purposes, they appointed Mr. John ' ledge, was handed over to us, as soon as oar
Redpath, oze of our clders, o communicale - buiiding was regdy. quite spontancously, and
with M. Morris, onc of Four ciders, on the sab- 1 in a vcr¥ handsome manner ; and your readers
icet, and to state to him that if the Charch of , will nodonbt be pleased to learn that 2ithough
Scotiand people wonld proceed with the ereci- | by 2 mishap which most of us regretted, the
tion of a building suitable for a church and . teackers were not, at first, iavited to lake part
schools in that locality, we would notenterinto . in the school. Fet this apparcatdiccouriesy has
the 6eld ; vequesting at the same time that an | since been remedicd, and they have, in the mast
answer shoald be given him in three months. | condial maancs, beea invited to co-operate with
M. Redpath sccording!y put himself into com- | us in the work of tuition. That no recogaition
mupication with Mr. Morris, and we waited for | as made of your past services in the locality
iz onths before we took any farther steps in @ is 3 mistake. D Tsylor,at the opening of
the matier. We were thea given to zaderstand | the Church referied to them in torms of warm
that your people had made zn effert to sccare | commendation, as =lso did the reportof our
the crection of a place of worship bat had net | Sabhath School Association.
sacereded i their expectations and that Mr. Ta the remask which you qote, from the ** Re-
Morsis wished us to wsit for two years. This | cord™of our Chuish, aboat the distrietin ques-
we did not think qaite reasozable, or for the | tion being @ a hitherio neglected Gield of fabozs,”
iaterests of our own people in that acighboar- | the wriler coaid only have reference tothe Gaa-

b o # m r— e ow
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ada Presbyterian Churchand to the wants of its
owntheybers. We all need to deplore that the

suburbs of the city of Montreal have been go
much negiected by the Presbyterian Churches

geperally. You cerfainly deserve the credit of |

having been the first to enter the field, and your
prosperous Church at Point St. Charles, which
our people have helped to build up, attests your
zeal in‘the good work of Migsions ; and as it isnot
far away from St. Joseph street, I do not see
that you should complain of our getting a share
of that destitute suburb to cultivate. Our
work was not andertaken, and is not carried on,
in apy spirit hostile to your church or people.
Someibing more was urgently wanted in that
district to meet our pecessities than your

people supplied, or were apparently willing to |

supply ; and we accordingly took up the work '

which scemed to demand our attention.

* Before I conclude, let me say, in passing, that
I think **A Layman ” in his sarticle on  Pres-
byterian Union” owes us an apology, which

from the general good tone of his letter, T am '

sure, he will be ready, on reflection, to make;

for the statement in page 166, * that the hand- |

ing over of the loaves and the fishes would be

received by the Canzda Presbyteriau Church |

with clapping of hands.”” OQur whole attitude
and action on the question of the Clergy
Reserves should preserve us from such an un-
generous statement as this.
of that public money when it was offered and
wotld gladly bavebeen givenus. We forbade
our ministers, in terms the most peremplory,
from accepling °t for themselves ; and now the
sentiment of the churchis as thoroughly oppo-
sed to any participation in that fund as cver.
To our mind your Clergy Reserve Fund is onc of
the chicf barriers to the Union of the Churches.
It is hard to find a solution for that difficulty.
If, in providence you should losc it all (althongh
I don't wish this) we ceuld then see our way to
a union much more clearly, and would not fear
that together we could far more than make up
for all the loss.

1 am vours, very truly,

We refused 2 share |

[
|
i
!
t
)
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1
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Remarks on the abore by the author of the firs
communication.

" Presbyterian denomination, whi

The Ietterof A.F. K. proves noinaccuracy in .

my statemeats. The credit side of the acconnt
still shows what onr Church did in St. Joseph

, fere.

street,—nothing, we admit, (o make any boast |
of, but such as our circumstances allowed, and,

asit scemed, = called for justificationto make

s
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public. My observations under “per Contra’
are not disputed except in one particular noted
below. The letter of A. F. K. does nut take the
edge off that keen feeling, to which I confess,’'as
occasioned by the history of the case; albeitit is
a satisfaction to know that another Presbylerian
Church has been erected in the city.

I make no observation upon the termssgpecifisd
in second paragraph, although they have been
stated differently. It is of course open to any
body to build churches anywhere in the city,
but itisscarcely conducive to good feeling that
when one Presbyterinn denomination has just
come, after a variety of purely missionary
efforts, in a particular locality, to prove toitself
the nccessity and practicability of organ-
izing a Mission Church, another, which did no-
thing for the district, should step forward and
say, Unless youdoso and so we will take posses-
sion of the field. If there be any grievance it lies
here—the ercction of a Mission Church by one
body where another has been preparing the ma-
terial.  We might not have been proceeding so
fast as we could wish, or as others think we
should have been, but we were proceeding, and
there was the feeling, that heste in building
was not so important, in the first instance, os
the application of missionary effort. In regsré
to the appointncnt for negotiation, the other
body took it all into their own hands.

1 hope our correspondent has reliable in-
forration respecting the membership of the
gentleman referred to, ard assume that he wil-
lingly agreed to sell when offer of purchase wes
made. T still say that*we expected to build or
the lot, and add that we had the very best res-
son for this expectation down to within a short
time before the bailding was commenced.

It is refreshing at last to hear of Di. Taylor's
¢ wurm commentation.” It seems strange that
Dr. Tarxlor's remarks upon our cfforts were
overlooked, still.more strange that the Dr. was
understood, some time after, t¢ say that ke
was ignorant of our cfforts, and that he wonld
take an occasion to supply the omission of
reference to them.

What we feel most in all this matter is not
that the district has been occupied, but that oar
Church has been deprived of the only mission
field to which it was applying itself in the City,
and that, as we think quite unarcessarily, by s
, with itz
other four City stations, had no csuse to intes-
The explanations of A. F. K. do not
make up for that. Compliments are not ex-
planations. With regard to the  necessities
of our people” we know sometbing of the
statistics of the ease.
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Arficle Communicated.

SKRTCHES OF NEW TESTAMENT CHAR- tingunished Elias, John denounced the

ACTERS.

JOHN THE BAPTIST.

hypocrisy and pride and uncharitablencss
which had so eaten into the heart of the
Jewish nation at this period; and in the

1t is an interesting study, if conductedin | symbolical rite of baptism, as well as in
& proper spirit, to trace that course of edu- | his more direct teaching, laid special force
cation and discipliming through which God | vn the need of purification of heart, and
was bringing the homan mind, not merely | in a measure pointed out that spirituality
in Judea, but alsc in Greece and other | which is so peculiarly a claracteristic of
parts, in preparation for the advent of the | the new dispensation.

Mesiah.  The *fulness of time™ spoken
of by the Apostle in the Epistle to the Gala-
tians bas not merely reference to the time
appointed in the accomplishment of aun-
cient prophesy, but also to that particular
state into which God, through his directing
and governance of nations, had brought
the various states of the civilized world.
Itis certain that, now nearly nineteen
bundred years ago, thoughtful men in
very many parts saw that a crisis in the
world’s listory was quickly coming on.
Everywhere there was a nervous restless
excitement, a dissatisfaction with present
circumstances, with present religions, and
present systems of philosophy, and an anx-
ions looking forward in expectancy and
bope. Certainly these symptoms were
not least noticeable in Judea, and yet the
long night of misrule and oppression, to
which the Jews were subjected, had brought
despair to many minds, and had so di-
verted the gaze of others as that there
were but very few if any faithful watchers,
who Jooked in the right direction for the
tising of the morning star. TUnder these
circumstances as well as in the fulfilment
of ancient prediction, it was necessary
that one should arise who should be the
inmediate forerunner of the Messiah, and
should direct the minds of the Jews and
prepare them for his near advent.
Standing between the two covenants,
John the Baptist assumed the custume
and the austerity of the ancient prophets,
resembled them in his whole bearing, and
was a vindicator of the law, but was
especially eamest in ealling the people to
Tepentance ; sought to avertirow the vain
glory of Abrabam’s name in which they
€0 much trusted; taught them of the
necessity  of regencration through the
Spirit, and in some degree anticipated
Christs preaching, while he heralded his
gdem, and bore witness to his per-on.

The mission of Jobn had fermed the
subject of a special prophecy many cen-
turies before; and when the time arrived,
an angel was sent from God to announce
his birth as the occasicn of joy and glad-
ness to many, and to proclaim his cbar-
acter and the nature of his office. Through
both his parents, John was conuected with
the priestly line; his father was of the
course of Abig, the eighth of the twenty-
four courses into which David divided the
p-iesthoad, (1 Chron. XXIV, 10.) and his
mother Elizabeth was of the daughters of
Aaron.

Luke is particular in narraling the an-
nunciation to Zacharias, and the several
circurustances connected with the birth of
the child. Though Mary, the mother of
our Lord, and Eiizabeth swere cousing
Elizabeth appears to have been much the
clder, for the Evangelist tells us that both
shie and Zacharias werealready well stricken
in years.

Whether for greater privacy, or some
other cause, John’s parents scem te have
remwoved to the hill country, to one of the
citics of Judea, (by some supposed to be
Hebron, aud by others Jutia) and here
they were visited by Marr, who was her-
self, by this time. in a more remarkable
degree the olject of divine grace. The
visit and salutation of Mary was the occa-
sion of a miraculous sigr manifesting the
divine purpose, for the %ml»e leaped in the
womb of Elizabeth; thus as it were even
before Lis  birth  acknowledging  the
presence of his Lord. The birth of John
preceded by six months that of Christ,
but though this gives us a comparative
dale, it does not determine the exact time,
since the precise period of our Lord’s
birth is still, and raust we suppose ever
remain, an oper question.  The interposi-
tion of God in the birth of John scems
to have impressed many with wonder and

With alt the energy and zeal which dis- | expectation, and there were who asked,
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“what manner of child shall this be?”
while his father Zacharias, filled with the
Holy Ghost, broke forth in a sublime
strain of praise and prophecy.

One verse alone contains all wa know
of the life of John in the period that
elapsed between his birth and his entrauce
on his public ministry : *“ And the child
grew and waxed strong in spirit, and was
n the deserts till the day of his showing
uato Isracl.”

According to the words of the” angel,
(Luke I, 15.) John appearsto have taken
upon himself the vow of a Nazarite, and
to bave abstained from wine and strong
drink (Numb. VI, 3) During the years
of his desert life, he was beirg prepared
by communion with (i~ sud severe ascet-
icism for the discharge of the dutics of
bis mission. He does not appear to have
possessed the power of working miracles,
but the reputation which heno doubt ac-
quired for distinguished sanctity, probably
the peculiarity of his appearance aund
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; other in Hebron, or some other city in the
south of Judea, they had never met; the
more so since the recluse habits of John,
from his early years, may bave stood in the
way of his visiting Jerusalem at the cus-
tomary festivals, when he wuuld no doubt
have made the acquaintance of Jesus ; and
this may account for the words of John
(John I,33). Bat bowever he may not
have personally known Jesus, yet he must
have been fumiliar with the circumstances
of his birth and childhood, and y0ssessing
higher spiritual views and truer concep-
tions of the work of Christ, he may have
recognized him a< the Messiah, or even
as “ the Lamb of God which taketh away
the sins of the world,” and this recognition
may either have riscn through some in-
ward monition vouchsafed from on high,
or from an observance of the person of
Christ, whose demeanour, especially at the
baptism, may have been full of holy devo-
tion anl heavenly repose, and when joined
to the associations of his early history

mode of life, recalling to mind the ancient | may have carried conviction to the mind
prophets, and the natme of his teaching , of “John that he who stood before him
attracted the aucntion oi many. Even | was really the promised of God.

Sadducces and Pharisees were numbered Cunsideiing the narrative of the Evan-
among his hearers, and he seems to bave | gelist John, it is quite possible that writing.
had no unduc delicacy in adopting toward | many years afier the events, and then
them a severe tone, very plainly denoun- | possessing himself clearer views of Christ’s
cing them as a generaton of vipers, and | work, he may have attrituted to the

warning thein against trusting to their
privileges as the descendants of Abraham.

John was himself careful to point out
the fundamental distinction between the
baptism which he administered and that
baptism by the Holy Spirit, the mysterious
cffccts of which were purification of heart,
and the imparting of regeneration—a new
spiritual life,—.f which his baptism was
merely svmbolical. Al who came o
John seem to have been admitted to tis
rite, and Jesus himself came from Galilee
to Jordan to be baptized of him, on the
grouad that it became him to % fulfil ail
nighteousness,”™ and submit to the same
customs aud ordinances as the rest of the
. Jewish people, and very possibly as a con-
secrativnt on hi~ entrance on his theocratic
reign.

A dificully suggests itself to every
reader of the portion of the narmative
which relates the circumstiances of this
baptism of the Messiah by John.  We are

not given to know what degrec of inter- '

course, if indeed any, cxisted batween
Jesis and the Baptist,
sible thay, the onc living in Galilee, the ex-
treme northern part of Palestine, and the

It is quite pos-

i Baptist more adequate conceptions of Jesus
than he really at the time possessed, but
it is certain that the views of the Baptist
regarding  Christ “were  expressed  with
sufficient definiteness to induce two st
least of Johu's disciples to attach them-
, selves to Jesus, with the expectation that
; he would satisfy their spiritual wants.
But if John subsequent to the baptism
had a firmer conviction, aud probably
; more adequate views of the person and
work of Christ, there was one occasion
when for a little his faith scemed to fail.
In the life cven of the iost devo'ed
; Cliristian there are seasons when the vapors
; of carth obscure the apprehension of spir-
‘itu:\l things, when the knowledge and
| conception of religious truth fail to con-
‘\'incc the mind, or to exert a practical
l
|
!
1

influence.  In such an hour, the damp
and chilliness of his prison weighing heavil
upon his spirits, John’s faith in Chrnst
scems for a little to have failed.  Aund he
sent two of his disciples to Jesus saying
# Art thou he that should come or lank we
. for anothers” (Luke VII, 19). Such is
; the view we are induced to take of this
¢ circumstance in the life of John, though
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we are bound to acknowledgo the force of  attach themselves to our Lord; rather
the argument of tLe writer of the arlicle | wcre his disciples grieved to see men flu k-
on the Baptist in Smith’s Biblical Diction- ing tv Jesus; and they formed themselves
ary, who takes the view that John’s object | iutv a distinct sect, knowing little of the
was Dot to satisfy his own doubts but | Spirit of their Master, and in a measure
rather establish the faith of his disciples. | oppusing thems:lves to Christ.  The teach-

After the baptism of Christ, John con- :
tizued his miuistry of preparation but for
ashort time. IIerod Antipas bad taken
nato himself Herodias, his brother Philip’s
wife, and, with the boldness of an Eljjah
lefore Ahab, John upbraided Ierod for
this incestuvus narriage aud suffered for
Lis faithful conduct. e was cast into
prison, and afterwards beheaded, at the
desire of Salome the daughter of Herodias,
prompted by her resentful mother. The
face of John's imprisonment, aund the
scene of his execution was Machacrus, 8
fortress on the eastern shore of the Dead
Sea, which appears to have Le:n a place
of some impurtance, and where it is pos-
sible that Herod was holding his birthday |,
festivities.  So perished this martyr in |
the cause of righteousness, and his disci- |
ples laid his corpse in the tomb, fore- |
shadowing as it were, in hisown death and
burial, the fate of him for whom hLe made
way.

It is not casy to estimate the results of
Jobn's mission with the very slight infor-
mation that is given us. Ile certainly ,
excited hopes in maoy miads and led them
to expect the near advent of the Messiah,
bat it does not appear that many were
indnced through the teaching of John to

ing of John, through some of his follow-
ers, extended beyond the confines of Jules,
and would seem to bave been readily
seizzd by the Alexandrian Jews; and in
after years we meet with one Apollos dis-
tinguizhed at Alexandria, who claimed tobe
a Jdisciple of Jolin, and who was “ mighty
in the scriptures,” but who, till instructed
by St. Paul, had no real knowledge of our
Saviour.

In glancing at John we cannot but
feel, that though Lis life was marked by
humility, he Lad a very high conception
of the Importance of his office and the
nature of his mission; yet, on the other
hand, we must be guarded against attrib-
uting to bim a larger knowledge of the
iospel than he reale had. In the char-
acter of ouce of the elder prophets, he bore
witness to the immediate advent of Christ;
aud miore cleatly than any previously, he
taught the aim of the new kingdom, and
the office of the king; he gave a new life
and mearing to the Scriptures, and intro-
duced new modes of thought and language ;
yet lie was not a preacher of the Gospel,
nor is it likely that he had any full and
adeguate conception of the higher truths
of Christianity.

@he Thurches and fheww Rlissions.

BRITISH AMERICA.

Vascooser's Istaxp.—The corner stone of |
the First Presbyterian Church has been laid. |
The ceremony was performed by Chief Justice |
Cameron, assisted@ by the pastor, Rev. John
Hall, Rev. Mr. McFic, Congregationalist, and
Rev. Dr. Evans, Wesleran.

Reeer?'s Lasp.—The Englisi. missions in
Rapert's Land go on cxtending their sphere of
atlivity, and are richly blesy, more especially
since the apostolic Indian, lHenry Budel, was
ordained as preacher in 1853. In the immense
district presided over by the zealous English
bishop, more than 2,000 Indians have sinceo
1849 entircly renounced heathenism. But, at
the same time, the progress of the gospel is
gr_ca_tly bindered by the indefatigable Romish
missionaries  the sparse and scattered popu-
lation; nad tte greedy thirst for land shown
by the white settlers, who drive the aborigines
fep by step out of their formier hunting !
groonds.  We must not, howerver, omit tomen- |
i10n, that nowhere in America do we find such

friendly relations between colonists and Chris-
tianized natives, as in the diocese of the Bishop
of Rupert's Land. Esquimaux and Indians,
Engtlish and half-caste, meet without class or

. colour hatred, both in church and school.

Prixcz Epwaro Istasxv—Three new Church-
¢s have recently been opened in this Prov-
ince in conncction with the Church of Scot-
land ; and the General Assembly’s Colonial
Cummittee has nominated the Res. Mr. Danger-
ficld and the Rev. William Cullen as mission-
aries, the latter formerly assistant at Lady, in
the Presbytery of North Isles.

Nova Scovia.—The six missionaries from the
Church of Scotland to this Province are Messrs.
Law, Philip, McCaon, McWilliam, Stewart and
Brodic, the Iast ¢wo of them Gaclic speaking.
Mr. Philip was missionary in St. Andrew’s par-
ish,Glasgow, and before leaving was presented
with a purse of sovercigns, and a superb dress-
ing case. He and Mr. McCann were ordained by
Glasgow Presbytery.
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GREAT BRITAIN.

ScorvaNp.—The General Assembiy of the
Church of Scotland met, with the usual cere-
monies, in the Assembly Hall, Edinburgh, on
the 21st May. The retiring Moderator, Dr.
Bisset, preached from Rom. viii. 16, * The
spirit itself beareth witness,” and, after consti- |
tuting the Assembly, nominated the Rev. James |
Craik, D.D,, of St. George's, Glasgow, for his |
successor. Lord Belhaven attended as Her
Majesty’s Lord High Commissioner and inti-
mated the usual gift of £2000 from Her Majesty,
for the promotion of religious instructionin the |
Highlands and Islands.

_On Friday morning an interesting case of ,
disputed Commission wes brought up—that
granted by the Presbytery of Cupar in }
favour of the Principal of Qucen's College,
Canada. It bore that he was elected as repre- ‘
sentative elder and wasin all respects qualified. |
The Assembly held that having been sent in ,
the capacity of a ruling elder, Principal ,
Leitch would have to produce a certificate of |
bona fide cldership before taking his seat.

Professor Stevenson presented the report of l
1be Colonial Committee. Nineteen missionary '
appointments had been made during the year, '
all from home cxcept one which was a transfe- ‘
rence from one colony to another. The colo- !
nies which had chicfly eagaged attention, are |
Ceylon, Nova Scotia, and Canada. In the !
first, the Church had six ministers and the ‘

|
!
|
i
i

prospect of more soon,  To the second, six mis-
sionaries have been appointed. In Canadais the
only University in the world in connection
with the Church of Scotland. The attention
of the Assembly was specially invited to the
recoguition by the'mother Chur~h of license and
ordination conferred in Canacaon the alumni |
of Queen’s College. No communication having ;
been received from the Synod or the Synod's .
delegate it was considered premature to indi- |
cate any opinion. The Committee spoke of
Australia with diffidence and anxiety. They
also reported with regret that British Columbia
still remains unoccupied. A letter of inquirs 1
addressed to an officer in the colony was
unanswered, and no direct communication from !
any of the Presbyterian colonists had ever
reached the Committee. The hope was however
expressed that in the course of another year
the establishment of a branch of the Church
in the Province would be reported. By severe
economy and increased contributions the funds
had improved by £468. The Committee had
paid £2303, 9s. 64, in salarjes, £1175 as allow-
ances, £664, 8s, 2d. for passage and outfit of
missionaries, and £175 as building grants,

The Report on Indian churches was present-
ed by Rev. George Cook, Bathgate. The com-
munications during the year had been of a very
cheering and cncouraging nature. Arcange-
ments were made for amply supplying Scotch-
men with religious ordinances. The govern-
meat of India had come forward to assist the
Churrb of Scotlani in the building of snitable
places of worship in the same manner and on
the same terms &5 they had assisted the Church
of England. Oa the other hand the Indian mar-
riagebill had a tcndency to depress the Church

-+ matters;

THE PRESBYTERIAN,

from the equal platform on which it npw afgod
with the Church of England. ’

Professqr Mitchell of St. Andiews read the
report of the Jews' conversion schemd, In
Germany, under the Rev. G. F. Sutter, in
Constantinople under Rev. John Christie, in
Salonica under Mr. Crosbie, in Cass4ndra
under Mr. Bracndli, in Smyrns under Me. Coull,
and in Alexaadria under Mr. Yule, the work of
providing religions ordinances for Protestants
and intreducing the Messiab to the knowledge
of the Jews, presents an aspect of increasing
interest. Encouraging reports are received
from these missionaries and the agencies they
superintend. Theking of Abyssinia has given
permission to two labourers, Messrs. Steiger
and Braudeis, to labour in his dominions among
the Jews. The Committee report a consider-
able increase in the branches of their ordinary
income.

An overture from the Synod of Aberdeer
against innovations gave rise to a long and
interesting discussion, the principal speakers
being Dr. Pirie, Professor Crawford, Dr. 3isset
(ex-Moderator), Mr. Bryden of EKirkealdy,
Sherif Arkley, Sheriff Tait, Principal Barclay,
the Procurator, Prefessor Milligan, and Rev.
Mr. Nicholson, Edinburgh. Considerable di-
versity of opinion prevailed as to what should
be called inaovations, and as to the authority
the Church should exercise in the matter. In
opposition to an extreme motion of Dr. Pirie
which would have fettered tho Committee, the
following resolution, proposed by the Procura-
tor, and seccaded by Sheriff Barclay was carried
by a majority of 116:

« The General Asscrably remit the overture
to & committee, with.instructions to consider

. the same, in connection with the whole subject

of the laws and usages of the Church and the
present practice of the congregations ir regard
to the administration of public worship

i throughout the Church, and to rcport to next

General Assembly the result of any inguiry
the committee may institute regarding these
and at the same time to report
whetber, in the opinion of the committze, aoy
and what legislative measures on the part of
the Church seem necessary or expedieni in the
circumstances; and the General Assembly
earnestly recommend to ministers and congre
gations to refrzin in the meantime from all
innovations and all such forms, cercmonies,
and doings of whatover kind in referencd 0
public worship, as seem likely in any degree to
impair the peace and harmony of particulat
congregations.”

An overture on the desecration of Churches

. signed by & number of members was introduced

by Rev. Mr. Nicholson, who proposed the fol-

. lowing deliverance .—* The General Assembly

having taken into comsideration the overture
anent the practice of using churches for social
catertainments and other secular purpoits.
find that, without claiming for thesc edifices
any ioherent sacredness, the said practice i
unseemly and incoagruous, offensive to the
feclings of devout worshippers, and caleniated
to suggest to the congregation on the Lozd’s
day rccollections which are by no meaps if
harmony with the solemn service for vyhlc!:
the, are assembled, and enjoin all the ministes
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apd Presbyterics of this Church to tuke all
proper means ta discourage the said practice”
—which was unanimously agreed to.
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also recognises the sisters when admitted as
holding an official position in the diocese, and
has permitted them to assume the title of

A: number of cases were disposed of, chief | Deaconess,

smong which was the disputed settlement at
Danbog of Rev. And. Edgar. Tho substance
of the objections was that Mr. Edgar and not
aMr. Webster was presented. The deliverance
was in favour of the presentee. An attempt
«as made to appoint a deputation or Commis-
sion to visit the parish of Danbog, but it was
successfully resisted as likely to form a bad
precedent.  The Procurator held it competent
fo: the Assembly to appuict & Commission, but
ssthe judgment had been a unanimous one and
the grounds of it quite explicit, the appoint-
ment of a Commission was in bis opinion
sltogether unnecessary.

Tke Rev, Dr. Tweedie, an eminent minister
of the Scotch Free Church, has recently been
summoned away by death, being about 60 years
old. He was a prominent actor in the proceed-
ings which led to the disruption of the Na-
tional Church, and has always been regarded
a3 one of the ablest and most efficient suppor-
ters of the Free Church organization.

Awong the volumes which he bas published
are the following :—¢ Calvin and Servetus,”
t- Seed-Time and Harvest,” ¢ The Early Choicc,”
#The Lamp and the Path,” apd, within the
last few months, “The Life and W vk of
Barnest Men.” These volumes display exten-
sive reading. History, Liography, and the
artsand sciences, bave ali been rensacked ; and
from the rich treasures there obtained, Dr.
Tweedie has with great skill deduced lessons
all designed to commend the gospel scheme.

He was buried in close proximity to the
graves of Chalmers, Cunningham, snd Hugh
Miller.

A secession from the Reformed Presbyterian
Synod has taken place, in cunsequeuce of a de-
cision doing away with discipline and suspen-
ston from church privileges fur using the fran-
chise and taking the oath of allegiance.
seteders, consisting of three ministers and fuur
elders, lodged a pretest declaring themselves
to be the Reformed Presbyterian Church of
Scotland.

The subject of union between the different
bodies of noun-established Presbyterians in
Scotiand is buginning to occupy much atten-
tion. There have been soveral meetings in
Glasgow of clders of the United Presbyterian
sad Free Churches; and the Free Church
Presbytery of Dalkeith are sending up an over-
ire 0 the General Assembly, urging it in
strong terms. That such an union is very
desirable there can scarcely te a doubt. The
only question is, whether the parties are yet
oipe forit. If a union between these bodies
isto result in the formation of three bodies
instead of two, by a part of each of them re-
maining aloof, while a part of each unites with

8 part of the other, it had probably be better
delayed.

. ENoLAxp.—The North London Deaconesses’
Institolion is formed for the organi%ation of
worens work in the Church of England. Tt
13 ander the sanction of the Bishop of the
diocese, who has approved of the rules. He

|

The Deaconesses are trained for the manage-
ment of schouls, hospitals, and the care of the
sick, aud have such instruction ag to enable
them to superintend that portion of parish
work which is or can be intrusted to a woman.

The Deaconess is expected to devote her
whele time and cnergies to the work so long ag
sho continues to bold her office. She serves
for a period of three years, renewable at ples-
sure bug is not bound by any vows, express or
implied, either permanently or for a term.

The Congregationalists have fifty Unions in
England. They are formed for tbe purpose of
promoting fraternal intercourse between the
ministers and churches in given districts, and
for the support of new interests and weak con-
gregations. The Lancashire association, which
numbers 6,000 constituents, hias been L liefly
engaged during the year in raising & memo-
rial fuud to build thirty nev chapels within
the county, and it Las rcported to a public
mecting, held at Mauchester on the 9th ultimo,
that 17,500. had been raised towards thig
object. The thirty places of worship abuut te.
be built, would accummodate 20,000 people.

Sir €. Peto's Burials Bill has been thrown out
by a very Iarge majority. It3 object was to
permit Dissenters to bury theirdead in church-
yards with their own ceremonies. Mr. Glad-
stone supported the sccond reading. His doing
so has excited strong opposition at Oxford.

The Prisoners’ Ministers' Bill, the chief pro-
visions which are the authorising of the Jus-
tices to appoint Ruman Catholica and others
not of the established chiurches to be chaplzaing
in the jails, and the granting of access to
Romish priests to individuals, although they

. may have made no request for their visit, has
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passed the second reading, after a very strong
oppositivn from what may be termed the Pro-
testant party in the House of Commons.

IrerAND.~—The A pril mecdangs were held with
the usual éclds, and brought together more thac
the usual number of good speakers. The Socie-
tics have generally to report deficient incomes,
vet not so deficient as the depressed state of the
country might have justified , while some show
an uuexpected increase. The purely Missionary
Socictics suffered the most.

The Society of the Irish Church Mission re-
ported an income of 22,724l (c5 lusive of lega-
cics) showing a decrease from the last year of
6,540, of which 1,2420. fcll to Ircland. The
income has been rapidly declining from 40,0004
one year, to 30,0004 in 1860, to 29.006l. in 1861,
and now by this sudden fall in 1862. At the
same time the results of the mission were encour-
aging. At Derrygimla, in the west, 600 have
left the Church of Rome. In Dublin there are
12 day schools, attended by an average of 1.000
boys and girls, threc-fourths of whom are the
children of Roman Cathilic parents  In the
course of shree years, the attendance of them
has doubled. Within the same time 124 converts
have been confirmed by the archbishop; 65 of
these were confirmed at Donnyhrook last Decem-



204

ber. In 1861 there were 3,000 families in the
city who were accessible to the visits of the
agents. In 1862 the supcrintending missionary
announces at least 4,000.

The first report of the Presbyter.an Sabbath
School Suciety for Ireland has been issued, and
returns 466 schouls, 4,557 teachers, and 335,221
scholars, of whumn 27,438 learn the Shorter Cat-
echism. There are libraries connected with 175
of the schouls, and 2,50u volumes have been
granted for Librarics at reduced prices.  Excel-
lent roll-bouks and class-buuks hiave been ypre-
pared, and a series of Billes, maps, and well se-
lected requisites for schouls have been provided,
while the British and Fureign aud the Hibernian
Bible Societies have made large free grants of
Bibles and Testaments. The schools in conuec-
iton are rapidly increasing in number.

EUROPEAN CONTINENT.

Fraxce.—The FEvangelical Society of Franc’e,
president, Pastor Audcebez has, during its thirty
years carecr fuunded nine new churches,
which joined the official Reformed Church, and
have ever walked in the light; it created six
posts of evangelization now occupied by the cen-
tral society; it has aided above twenty consist-
orial churches in their work , for several vears
it supported twu nurmal schools; it brought
Gospel light into many departments where
total darkness previvusly reigned , in Paris it
evangalizes two faubourgs, and has given birth
toseveral churchies now constituted, it hasheld
with firm grasp, wnd on high,the flag ofreligious
liberty ; it ha3 bailt many chapels and schools,
and spent upon Freuch evange'ization 3,530,000
francs ; for the past year its receipts are 142,331
francs, and expenses 139,328 ; but a previous
deficit leaves 15,000 francs uncovered.

Tae Prorestant Bizie Sociery.—during
the past year, has distributed 14,285 copies of
the Scripture ; receipts 78,245 francs; expendi-
ture, 52, §46. The ladies” branch of this socicty
sepports 2 Bible woman, who visits 77 families
with much succass.

The Protestant Sou Saociely has for its xim to
collect one sou &» week from cvery Protestant
in France, and divide the amount between the
various religious societics ; it succeeds in thus
dispensing 10,000 francs & quarter.

The Freach and Forcign Bible Society gives
88,000 as the number of copies of the
Scriptures sold this year; it employs 2 colport-
eurs of its own, and 100 supported by the Brit-
ishand Forciga Socicty. Receipts 67,680 francs ;
expenses 71,213 francs.

AusTrRiA.—An incdent that Las lately taken
place in the province of Tyrol, will serve to

|
|

show that the traditions of intolerance are not
lost in this couniry, furmerly under the rale of |

the Jesuits, whose pupil the present Emyjperor
was. It appears that there, at least, they would
not depart from their oid habits of proscription,
8o a8 to keep pace with the age. The provia-
cial diet baving to take cuguizance of the
question of religivus tolerativn, & commission

was named to inguire into the matter, and pre-

scol a report upon it. This commission arrived
at the following coaclusions, which to name
will be to stigmatise. 1. That no non-Catholic
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commune can be formed in the Tyrol. 2. Tha'
Protestants can only have private worship,
conseyuently, all public worship is forbiddex
them 3. That the Protestant church of Meran)
church already in existence) should be consi-
dered as a place of private worship. 4. That
no Protestant should acquire an estate in the
province without asking the permission of the
authorities cvery time he wishes to make a
purchase. Happily, the resolutions of this Diet
require to be confirmed by the contral govern-
ment of Vienna before they can become valid
It is hoped that they will withold the requisite
confirmation. In the meanwhile the pcople
manifest their feelingsin their ownstyle, urged
on, unfortunately, by the greater part of the
Tyrolese clergy. The Tyroler Stimmen news-
paper has just announced that they have bro-
ken all the windows in the Protestant church
of Meran! :

Many conversions to Protestantism ip
Bohemia have been recordedl in former
years, especially when the Austrian Concordat
with the Pope was in full vigour. Others have
lately taken place in the parish of Lichnau.
During the month of February, fourteen fami-
lies of the Catholic commune of Nordowitz,
included in the above-named parish, presented
themselves before their priest—for so the ac-
tual law requires—with a written and signed
declaration of their deliberate, conscientious,
and firm resolutivn to leave the Roman Churdb,
and to become members of the Evangelical
Church. In vain the priest argued, threatencd,
stormed; he could not change their firm
resolve. And we learn that other families. in
the same and in adjoining parishes, intend
shortly to follow their example.

A new Protestant periodical, entitled Pro-
testuntische Blatter, has just been published
in Vienna. A .new champion for the cause
of Protestantism and of evangelical truth
in Austria! ..

Swepex.—In the year 1856, several Christian-
minded men united together in Stockholm, and
tried to form 2 society, which might become a
centre of union for all voluntary Christian
efforts throughout the whole land. The atterpt
succeeded far beyond expectation. This
evangclical national association defined, asine
object of its formation and its work, the orderiy
uniting together of the whole voluntary Christ-
ian activity of the country in the service of the
gospel, as well as the awzkenng of new actis-
itics which had hitherto slumbered, in order
thereby to give to every onc an opportunity of
engaging personally in the work of promoting
the spread of the kingdum of God in Sweden,
Ly means of publications, Ibles, annual con-
tributions, &c. The society afterwards undet-
tuuk the publication and circulativn of instruc-
tive journais and bouks. They began by cir-
culating three juurnals.  The first, called ‘The
Messenger,’ attained the circalation of 14,520
copies during the fifth year of its existence
(1861). It contains instructive addresscs, his-
torical narratives, hymng, &c. Tt is amontlly
publication, and costs ouly a few schilll-gs
The second is a Child's paper, with pictures
and cntertaining stories. In 1861, its circula-
tion was 2,000 copies. The third is the
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¢« Herrmannsburg Missionary Journal,’ publish-
od by Pastor Harms, of Hermannsburg, in
Hanover,. Its circu)ation In 1861 was 1,200
copies. It was owing to a journeyman
baker, from Sweden, who took an interest
in the * Hermannsburg Missionary Journal,
that so many readers were obtained fur
it in his native country. Of larger books,
the Evangelical Society had circulated, in 1859,
as many as 36,000 copies of Luther’s Sermon
on the Gospels and Epistles; and in the fol-
lowing year 10,000 more copics needed to be
printéd. It has also put into circulation
Lather's Exposition of the Epistle to the Gala-
tians, and is at present engaged in the publi-
cation of a large Exposition of the Bible (Bibel-
werk). It has circulated animmense number
of tracts a.d pictures—in the year 1861 as
wany as 68,000 copies ; and since its establish-
« ent, the total numbe. of 2,343,000 copies. In
1861, there were 58 culporteurs in the service
of the socicty, 12 of whom weare in the rank of
gchoolmasters, 44 were handicraftsmen, and 2
were merchants.  These persuns were appoint.
ed to their office only on their being recommen-
ded by ministers as well-knuwa tu be Christian
minded men. Their daties consist in reading
for the edification of hearers, who may gather
together fur the purpuac, the word of God and
instructive bouks, particularly Luther's bouok.
The sick, the pour, and the needy engage their
special attention.

ItTaLy.—At the mouth of the Bay of Naples
lies the island of Capri, remarkable for its
salabrity, for the 1gnurance and bigotry of its
population,and the immorality of its priesthoud.
With the latter, of course, it must be an object
to keep out the light, lest their deeds should be
reproved ; and they have been attempting
lately, in a somewhat unceremonious way, to do
so. For many years past an English gentleman,
Dr. Green, hasresided, with his family, at Ana-
capri. He takes an interest in the schouls
sbich have been vpened un the island, receives
copies of most uf the Protestant Italian books
that ar¢ published, and lends them now and
then prudently to the few who take in-
terest in anything which rises ahove the level
of materializm.
(the Protestant almanack, prepared by Dr. De
Sanctis) in this way, and it fell into the hands
of the priest who teaches the boys’ school who,
by the Parocco’s ordess, burat it publicly, in
the presence of all the scholars, to .he cries of
Fwa la Religione ! Abasso @ Protestantt! Not
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the islanders generally have been moved tc indi-
gnatign by it, Dr. Green being held ip high re-
spect, The Paiocco and the schoolmaster have
felt it prudent to sign a declaration that they
will respect themselves, and cause to be respec-
ted by others, the doctor’s person The Bible
is read by many of the educated people on the
island, and there is one family at ledst of native
Protestants. This cowardly attack may be
overruled by God to stirring up in Capri a
spirit of enquiry as to that religion which the
priests have so great a dread of.

ASIA.

Jeruvsatem.—In the work of the mission
amungst the Jews, as it is carried on in this
our century—in itself one of the most impor-
tant sigus of tbe times—the sending out of
American and English missionaries tu Jerusa-
lem may well be regarded as one of the most
significant facts.

Jerusalem's inhabitants being composed of
the most fanatical amungst the Jews, Molam-
medans, and Christians of the various old
chiurchies, what hope was tlicre to be entertain-
ed from the sendiag out tu this city of some
few Protestant missivnaries ? Who was likely
to receive their testimuny—feeble as it was
compared with the mass of human tradition, or
with the overwhelming amount of ignorance
and superstition ?

The number of baptized adults in Jerusalem,
since the mission of the London Socicty for
promoting Christianity amongst the Jews was
begun, amounts to about 150. The number of
Prutestants converted from anong the native
Christians—as the result of the work of the
Church Missivnary Suciety—amounts to above
490. There arc schools fur native children at
Nazareth connected with the missionary station
occupied by Rev. Mr. Zeller ; at Nablos, Jaffa,
Ramich (lay missionary, Mr. Guhler), and
Bethlehem (lay missionary, Mr. Muller), and
Ramallab, under the care of Rev. Mr. Keinand
Dr. Sandreckji, resident at Jerusalem.

Here, at Jerusalem, the Bishop's boarding-
school or orphan asylum contains about fifty-

" six boys , his day-school, inside the town, num-

He had lent L.dmico di Casa

content with this, the Parocco, as the most com- |

picte mode of preventing more Protestant light
from spreading, hiced an assassin to murder

D.. Green and during the night, between March .
“th and 8th, shuts were fired through his bed-

room and drawing-room windows, frum the for- |

mer ¢ {which he and Mrs. Green had a narrow
escape. In the morning, a paper {Irish Papist
fasbion ), wus found affixed to the do r, intima-~
ting that unless Dr. Green and his family left
Anacapri within eight days, another ball would
be fired through his heart!  He is not the man
tobe driven away by such a threat.  He imme-
d’ately went to Naples,and lad the case before

bers about twenty girls, the greater part of
these being Mvhammedan children. The Lon-
don Jewish Society has established a school for
uoys and a school fir girls, of proselyte or
Jewish parents, cuntaining cach of them about
fourteen childreun.

Besides these, there are &fty to sixty girls,
brought up in the house of the Deaconesses,
who have come from Kaiscrswerth cn the
Rhine—most of them children of native Chris-
tians, belonging to the Greck Church, and
about thirty boys in the Raphidia, all of these
supported by Bishop Gubat, except the school
at the Nazareth orphan-house, most of them

. havlag arrived from Mount Lebanon, after the

massacre had taken place there some years
age.

With the gicls’ school of the London Shiciety,
an institution for Jewesses i* connected, for

, teaching them to carn their livelihood by sew-

the authoritics, who are investigating it.  This

unprovoked attack has already done good, as

ing, and there is in the establishment of the
Deaconcesses, a hospital for receiving sick peo-
ple of every description, and striving to con-
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nect a8 much as possible with the attendance
to the body the enlightening of the soul by the
word of God. The anrnal number of the pa-
tients amounts to 300 to 400. The great English
hospital of the Londou Society is exclusively
for Jews and proselytes.

Syria—~About midway between Sur (where
once stood the famous city of Tgyre), on the
rest, and the lower anti-Lebanon range on the
east, lies the town of Cana. The missionaries
of the American Board resolved upon the erec-
tion there of a church. The Pasha of Beyrout,
upon being applicd to fur the requisite permis-
sion, instead of merely giving it in Lis own
name, has, to the agreeable surprise of the
missionaries, without the least expense or
trouble to them, procured an Imperial Firman
to that effect. This document not only autho-
ri..3 the erection of the church, according to
the dimensions desired, and forbids all hind-
:ance to the work, from way quarter, but with
remarkable liberality, it orders thatin case the
ground selected as the site of the church be
government land, it shall be granted, and the
Qovernment informed of the amount of the
present yearly revenue, therefrom, in order to
its being remitted.

SearroTe~In the year 1853, the late Rev.
Thomas Hunter, with his wife, left Scotland
for Sealkote, where they ariived early in the
year 1857. They had scarcely entered upon
their fie'd of labour when the mutiny broke
out, and they, with their infant child, were
eruelly put to death by the rebels. Thisdisas-
ter awakened a deep interest in the Church of
Scotland, and the General Assembly's Com-
mittee on Foreign Missivns resolvedto re-occupy
the ground. A fund was fmmediately set on
foot for theerection of a Church tothe memory
of the deceased Hunters, and the day of
pational thanksgiving fur the suppression of
the mutiny affurde? a suitable opportunity fur
realizing the necessarsamount.  The preseat
missivnaries were ordained in August 1839, and
forthwith pruceeded tv Sealkote, where they ar-
rived in March 1860. The fullowing s the
present state of the Mission :— .

Missionarics.—The Rev. Robert Paterson, B.
A.; John Taylor, M.A. Matron Female Or-
pbanage—Mrs. Roberts. Teachers—Miss Ro-
berts: Baboo Karim !Bakbsh. Cathechists—
Bobvo Muliammad Ishinael, Nasrullah Khén
Jawdhic Masih. Teacher, Buy's Orphanage,
Munsh: Mulaimucdin. Bazar Scrovr—Karim,
1lldhs, and two Assistants.  Colportear,
Wiaris Masih.

CarisTiax  Comtnion iy Ispia.—On the
Sunday afte. Christmas day there was a great
gathering of hristians of all denuminations iu
the Presbyteri. n Kirk of Anarkully, in the
Punjaub. 7 aymen, and ordained ministers, who
bad assembled together fur the Missionary
Confercnce, at this season of peace and good
will to all men, knelt side Ly side, and re-
ceived the Holy Communion according to the
simple form of the Presbyterian Church.
Among the number was six or seven ordained
clergymen of the Church of England, the
Kpiscopalian chaplain of the station having
from his desk announced prayer-meetings at
the Presbyterian chapel. The representatives
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of the only Christian denominations absent
were the Roman Catholic Priest, (who, how-
ever, made himself heard by the peal of his
bells,) and the close commmunion Presbyte-
rians, who make the abolition of slavery in
America, and the exclusive use of the Psalms
of David in their churches, the touchstone of
their communion with other Churches in fu-
dia.

AFRICA.

Cairo.—* Two weeks ago, we had our com-
munion in Cairo, when thirtcen new members
were received into the communion of the church
This makes twenty-four during the last year
Of the thirteen, seven were young men from
our school, and some of them are very profuis.
ing. They are receiving the training which
we trust may prepare them for future extensive
usefulness. Our male and female schools there
are flourishing. We have now in them over
350 pupils, and they are making good progre::
in their studies. Our new mission premises ar
now in good order, and very comfurtable, and
amply large to accommodate our whole worh ™

The fureguing is an extract of a letter to the
Earl of Aberdeen from one who is connected
with the American mission at Cairo.

Duren Griaxa—The Surinam mission has
taken greatstrides in the course of the last few
vears. When it was first established not uue
plantation was opened to the messengers .f
peace, now they have access to nearly all; and
for the Iast ten years the negru converts ma}
be counted by thousands. Ofall the Moraviaz
missivns this seemed the most unpromis-
ing, and it is now the most important. The
negroes under their charge amount to abere
26,000, and their labours amongst the free
blacks, on the'upper bank of the river, though
fraught with difficdlty, have been also blessed
The capital, Paramaribu, cuntains the largest
Moravian settlement in the world, surrgunded
by flourishing stations, the number of whick
gueson increasing. A political insurrectivn led
tu the agitation of the lung-suppressed question
of Negro Emancipation, but the persuasions of
the missionarics proved morejeffectual then any
forcible measures. The Dutch government has
now passed a law proclaiming every negro to
be free, but nevertheless, making their transi-
tion tu cumplete independence easier and safer
by submitting them tu superintendence for ten
years. This 18 the fruit of long patience—but
buw many noble lives have been lost before it
ripened! There have been several new ways of
access to the negroes in the interior since Joht
King (baptized ia 18C1) did away with idol
worship in Maripastoun, and preached Jests
there, and since the idolatrous priesthood o°
Gujabe turned to the Lord, in March, 1862

BrriTisi Guiaxa—There is advancement, a'-
though there is nothing particular to record,
except the frequent baptism of Hindoc and Chi-
nese coolies. The Negro mission goes on reg-
ularly, acrording to the pare _hial system. Tte
Indian mission has more vicissitudes, Lut ene
mivsionary alone, of the name of Brett, has 8-
reody baptized 577 Indians: yet what is this
when we think of the millions of South Amer-
ica? For, apart from the different cvangel:
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izing attempts made by the North Americans, |

the English, and the Germans, among the
nominal Christians of the couaantries formerly
under Spanish and Portuguese sway—for in-
stance, the providing the German colonists
:n Brazil with preachers from Basle—we must
confess iuat svarcely anything has been done
in the civilized districts of Svuth America for
the aborigines.

Apyssinia —From the Abuna, Abba Salama,
who is my best friend, our brethren have re-
ceived a vory gratifying letter, in which full lib-
erty has been given them to conduct missions
among the Je'vs, so that there is now no ob-
stacje in their way to do the Lord’s work to-
gether with us in this country. May the Lord
geant all of us joy, love, zeal, fidelity, and
perseverance, and make us perfect in every
good work to do His will, by the gift of His
Spirit}  ~

“ With God’s help, the king will soon suppress
the rebel, Tatla Gualy, in Godjam, after which
a door will be opened to us for entering the
Galla countries, which bitherto bave been closed
by this rebel. It is evident that the Lord has
committed the Abyssinian mission to our siraple
hearted Lrethren from the Chrishona ; and also
the Galla mission will be commited by Him
to new and vigorous brethren from that insti-
tation.

#“A few weeks ago, three Mobammedans,
waoom [ had been instructing, were baptized in
an Abyssinian church.

“ Lately, the girls' school of my wife bas had
a teacher added, the daughter of Mr. Zander, a
German. Mr. Haiger instructs the children of
the Europeans in my house. At leisure hours
Iam occupied with composing & grammar for
the Abyssinians, especially for the children of
the Buropeans residing in Abyssinia. In re-
gard to my boys’ school, I have been compelled
10 appoint an able Abyssinian teacher and over-
seer.

“Qn November 25,1 had the honour of a
visit from the king in my own house. He saw
me planing and turning at a lathe, which
pleased him so much that he presented me with
his own royal saddle, together with his mule,

|
|

i
|

which are of the value of about 1,000 dollars,

exclugive of the presents mentioned above.
Whom the Lord will cxalt, He humbles first.
This is & truth, which we expericnced last year,
when we were placed for a long time in fear
snd aoxiety.

“To day (November 26) our friends Haiger
and Brandeis have left us to proceed to their
stations among the Jews. May thic Lord accom-
pasy them with His grace! We have been
spending togetber five months in love, peace,
3oy, and blessing.”

Ta. WALDXEIER, Missionary.
Goffat, Abyssinia, Nov. 26, 1862.
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Musquito —We find only one missivnary
station, that of the Moravians, on the Mosquito
Coast. Although it was founded in 1848, for
negroes and mulattoes, yet it has only attained
anything like success since 1858, when it turned
its efforts to the native Indians. Amongst
these, the hundred and fifty drunken inhabi-
tants of the small island Rama have become a
family of worshippers in spirit and truth ; their
frantic festivities haye given place to huly
Cliristian services. But unfortunately,in 1861
Englaud found itself obliged to give up this
coast to the ncighbouring Catholic states of
Honduras and Nicaragua ; and already Roman-
ism and Paganism have banded themselves to-
gether against the gospel.

Wesr Ixpies.—In all the West Tudian islands
belonging to England and Denmark the good
work prospers; but in Jamaica, the displays
of God's grace have been wonderful indeed.
In 1856, the missionaries reported signs of pro-
gress; in 1859, prayer-meetings became uni-
versally beld; in 1860, the very windows of
heaven were opened, the revival spread like
wildfire all over the island, and its influence is
still felt widely. Jamaica resembles a tres in
its flowery spring-tide pomp. Many a blossom
will doubtless fall, and leave no fruit; much
fruit will wither away under the summer's
sun: but after frost and heat have done their
thinning work, the tree will be all the richer
and the stronger when the time of the gather-
ipg comes.

MixyesoTa.—The attention of the whole
world bas been fixed during the last summer
upon the war in Minnesota, where the Sioux
and Dacota Indians rose, and by horrible mas-
sacres, sated their long-cherished thirst for
rovenge upon the white settlers. There is no
doubt that the systematic double-dealing of tha
government agents, who have tried in every
way to elude the annual payments agreed upon,
led to this rising, which desolated New-Ulm,
and cost the lives of 800 whites, amongst whom
were many missionaries. Generally speaking,
the converted Indians were so thoroughly over-
awed, that they contented themsclves with
waraning their teachers of their danger, while
declaring that they could lend them no help
on pain of being themselves put to death.
But one high-spirited Dacota chicftain called
QOtherday, who had formerly been a renowned
warrior, but is now an ornament to the church,
contrived by bis courage to procure the safety
of many, and to save th2 credit of the mis-

sion.

Articles Selerted.

BE TRUE.
Bs true : not like the marble wall
Fronting the window of the hall—
You painted window——while the stone

!
|

Wears the reflected aplendour, bright,
Not with its own, but borrowed light,
Lustrous with gold and green; anon,
In the gray gloom of ¢veaiag, gomo.
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Be merciful : like yonder light
Athwart the darkness of the night,
And o'er the rage of whitening wave,
That warns of quicksand sand of rock ;
Warn thou of pleasure’s fatal shock
The soul in sinning madly brave,

T} 1t seeks for bliss, and Jnds a grave.

Be faithful ; as the Texan guide

Of wanderers in the prairie wide ;

A lowly flower, that, northward bending,
The sun's cloud-hidden place reveals.
Do thou, to wandering soul that feels
No light upon its path descending,
Tty Gospel lamp be ever lending.

Be watchful ; for 2 time shall be

When faithful memory to thee

Shall photograph life's period past

Distinctly clear. No thought shall then

Escape from recollection’s ken.

Pray that the record may be cast

In mercy’s ocean-flood at last.
—George Paulin.

CALVIN AND THE GREAT REFORMA-
TION.

The celcbrated Dr. Merle D'Aubigné, author

of the Histery of the great Refarmation, has

just publisked two able volumes, showing the .

mighty influence of CALVIN in the inner spiri-
tual power of that great work, in which are
founded the principles of freedom wherever
enjoyed in our own couniry or clsewhere. He
says:

“The greatest and most dangerous of despo-
fisza is that beneath which faedepraced inclina-
tion, the deadly in Nueace of the werld subject
the human conscience.  There ave, no doubt,
many countrics, especially among those which
the sun of Christianity hias not yet illumined,
tbat are without civil liberty, and that groan
under the arbitrary rule of powerful masters.
Bot in order to become free outwardly, nien
must first succeed io being frec inwardly. Ig
the human heart there is & vast country to be
delivercd from slavery, abysses which man
cannot cross alone, heights he cannot climd
unaided, fortresses he cannot take, armies he
cannot pat to fiight. 1s order to conguer in
this moral battle, man must unite with one
strongrr than himsclf—with the Son of God.
The liberty which the truth brings is not for
indiriduals only, it affects the wholeof society.
Calvin's work of renovation in particular,
which was doubtless first of all an internal
work, was afterwards destined to exercise a
great infinence over nations.  Luther transfor-
med princes into heroes of thefaith.  The refor-
metion of Calvin was addressed particularly
to the people, among whom it raised up @ariyrs
unti! the time came when it was to send forth
the spiritoal conquerors of the world.
three centaries it bas been producing, in the
social condition of the nations that have
received it transformations unknown to former
times. And siull st this very day, and now
perbaps more than ever, it impars to the men
who zecept it a spinit of power which makes
them chosen instraments, fited to propsgate
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PALPITATION OF THE HEART

In the case evenof the criminal who has long
stifled his conscience, the heart beats violentis
when he iabours under apprehension or anxiety.
We are t0ld of an ingenious judge, who, as an
easy and expeditious way of detecting s mur-
derer among & number ol suspected persons,
ordered them all to stand round bim in a circle,
and uacover their bosoms. He then proceeded
to lay his hand upon each in succession over
the region of the heart, and discovered the
perpetrator by the violence of the palpitaticn,

Here Gotthold paused; but a learned man
who was present took up the word, and said
that he had recently met with a very beautiful
story, which was highly appropriate to the
subject of conversation; and that if it were
the company's pleasure, he would briefly relate
it. It happencd in Switzerland, about one
hundred and twepty vears ago, that a worthy
peasant was sentenced to the flames for adher-
cnce to the truth of the Gospel. After many
admirable proofs of constancy and fortitude
during his confipement, he, so to speak, be-
queathed to posterity n most renarkable one
immediately before his death. Being bound,
and ready to be thrown into the fire, he creved
permission to speak onee more to the judge,
who, according to the Swiss custom, required
to be present at the execution. After repeated-
I¥¥ refusing, the judge at last came forward,
when the peasant addressed him thus: You
have this day condemned me io death. Now
1 freely admit that I am a poor sinner, but
positively deny that 1 am a heretic, because
from my heart | believe and confess ali that i
contained in the Apostles’ Creed (which he
thereupon repeated from beginning to cnd).
No, then, sir, he procceded to say, I have bat
one last r~quest tp make; which is, that yoz
will approach and place your hand, first upez
iny breast; and then upon your own, and after-
wards frankls and truthfully declare, before
this sssembled multitude, which of the twe,
mine or vours, is beating most violently with
anxicty and fear. For my part, I quit the world
with alacrity and joF, to go and be with Christ,
in whom I have always helieved; what yoar
! feclings are at this moment is best known %o
i vourself. The judge could make no answes,
, and commanded the pile instantly to be light-
] ed. 1t was cvident, however, from his looks.
{ that he was more afraid than the martyr.

i Gotthold offered the thanks of the compazy
{ to the speaker for his beautiful  stors,
!
!
|
i

which, he said, he had not metin any of i
martyrologics, and added: Let us therefore,
carnestly desire, and in the name of Chrisy,
continually pray to God, graciously to givetd
usal our desth 'an cqually calm, bappy, 534

{ fearless beart.— Gollhold's Exblems.
For .

—

Cotryso.—The Rev. George Gilfillan says
! the Rpiscopal diffically abont Colenso :—Tbe
- forty Bishops, unable 1o kick bim down stairk,
| come forward and touch him tenderly witk
| their collective great ioes, and cy—< Deat
. brother, won't you take the hint and walk of

truth, msrality and civilization to the eads of . It is a great shame if you doa't. Bui jen

the earth.”

please yourself”

.
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Sabbatly Headings.

SERMON BY PRINCIPAL LEITCIL*

Pr. 55, v. 6. * O Lord, wilt thou not again revive us.”
PCBLISHED AT RBQUEST OF THE SyNoD.

Fathers and Brethren! 1 shall, on this
otcasion, seize the opportunity of «ffering a
few practical remarks on the present posi-
tion and prospects of our Church.

I have chosen this text as indicating,
I am sure, the feeling of cvery member of
this Church. O Lord, wilt thou nut revive

us again I’ Lord, wilt thou not give us new -
life and energy for the great work thou -

hast assigned to us in thisland ? We know
thal our opportunity is great, that our
advantages are many ; but we feel that with-
out a quickening power we can do nothing,
A soldier may be strong and well equipped
jor battle, but if he has no heart 1o fight,
the battlé will not be won though the op-
portonity of victory is a fair cne. We are
soldiers of the cross, we have a good eccles-
izstical equipment, and an inviting field is
before us; but, Leord, we feel that without a

toly enthusiasm and devoted earrestness ¢

we cannot gain.  [.aid, wilt thounot revive
us again, wilt thon net infuse new life and

vigour for the work, so that soon “the wild- -

emess and the solitary place shall be glad,

and the desert shall rejoice and blossom as -

the rose!”

The text is in the form of a question,
“Wilt thou not revive us again 7 But the
Chrstian heart feels no doubt : vea we be-
fieve, Lord, that thou will 1evive ux, if we
bat pray, and watch, and wait, assiduously
employing those means which thou mayvest
Mease to bless .

This brngs us to the point of our dis-
oogise : viz, the practical means which, in
oz care, the Lord is most likely to bless
R as to revive us again. Lot us consider
ssme of these means of reviving power.

1. The cherishing of a warmer love for |

oar Zzon. The evanzelieal prophet says: 1,4 S . .
N < prophet =2y g!uslory, and exch soldier of it is proud of
¥

“For Zion's sake shall T not hold my peace
and for JJcrusalem's wake shall i not rest
Gl thy rightcousness go forth as brightness
and thy salvation as a lamp that buracth.”

Here the love of Zion is spoken of |

3 the grand stimalating canse of Evan-

* Preached 30 St. Andrew's Charch, Mon-
;-;:;, sl the opening of the Syned 3rd Jane,

, gelical eftort.  But the question is; What
. are we to understand by Zion in this
' passage, and what are we to understand
! by this term when used at the present day ?
g No doubt it is a legitimate usc of the tern
' to apply it to the Church of God in gen-
eral, to the invisible Church, to the cause of
Christ: but does this exhaust the meaning
O
of the term as used by the Hebrew prophets,
or as it ought to be used by us at the
presentday?  When the Iebrew prophets
spoke of Zion, they spoke of a living histor-
ical church, full of glorivus memorics and
entwined with their whole national Listory.
The hi-torical element was deep in the heart
of the Israclites.  Their fithar: had told
them what great things the Lord had done
. for them in thedays of old, and it was this
. that stirred their hearts to carry out their
+ national destiny and make Mount Zion the
1 joy of the whole earth.
i

Anl when we speak of loving Zion at
the presentday, are we to mean merelv the
church universal, the invisible church,
the kingdom of God, the cause of Christ ?
Are we to be contented with mere gen-
eralitics. or 1s there not 2 1eal concrete
Zion, an cmbodiment of holy memories
‘and historical ascociations round which
our feelings may cluster, and which may
furnish the strongest stimulus for the
advancement of the cause of Christ 2 We
have such a Zion, and ju<t in proportion as
we lave this Zion,—the section of the visible
church to which we hbelong.—will our
cfforts be streauous for the prograss of the
. Redeemer's kingdom.  We arc too apt to
confound a legitimate church fecling with
sectananism, as if a2 Chastian could not
| love his chureh with 2!l true dervoledness
and selfsacrificing zeal, without belng in-
tolerant to others, who may have reason
to love their church with as tre devotion.
Each regiment in an army has its own

1

!

H

1

the tattered banners that speak of many
i 2 hard won wictory; ard just in pro-
i portion as a soldier is prond of his
regiment, and of its heroic deeds, will he bo
l’:mxious to maintain s honour, and fight
; for his king and country. The cxistenco
» of this fecling in the various resiments of
.an army docs not intcrfere with its offi-
ciency; 3 rather promoles a praiseworthy
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rivalry to gain a common victory.
The various Christian churches are the
regiments in_the: great army fighting the

battles of Christianity. Just in propor- :

tion as they love their colours and
remember thdir past history, will they
be valiant in fighting the battles of the
great King. And have wo mnot every
reason to Jove our Zion and be animated

by its past history? We are not a mere |

Christian association, devised for carrying
ont certain religious purposes in this
country, but we are a church with a history.
o link on to the past. There are soul- |
stirring memories on which we can draw. |
We can claim a continuiy of national |
church life, from the time that Kuox |
and his associates broke asunder the fetters |
of Rome: and are we not bound to love ;
a church to which we owe so much, and !
which the Lord has honoured so to fight
the battles of truth and freedom? 1t is
mere superstition to attach weight to any
Tine of apostolic succession through which
some supposed virtue descends, on account
of the continuity of the chain. But
it is no superstition to be stirred by the
past history of our Zion, and to draw
inspiration from her religions life. Tt is
no superstition to sigh after a greater
unity, a truer conformity to the spirit and
genius of our nationai church. Tt was this
aspiration after unity that preserved the .
pational life of the Jews even in exile,
for the grand dominant fecling was
«if I forget thee, O Jerusalem, let my !
tight hand forget her cunning; if I do not
remember thee let my tongue cleave to i
the roof of my mouth.” This was the
intense realization of = histerical, religious,
national life. The idea of distinct nation-
alities and of unity of race has had
much to do in the various political adjust-
ments of recent times.  But if there is a
unity of national life, there is as distinct a
unity of religious life; and there is a
religions as well as civil patriotism.

While I hold that our suzcess in doing
the work of God in this country will de-
pend greatly upon the love of our national |
Zion and the unity flowing from this love,
I do not mesn that a narrow, exclusive
spirit towards other churches should be eal- ¢
tivated. If we truly love our Zion we shall !
bo the most ready to sympsathize with the
attachment of other Christians to different
branches of the Church of Christ. Wewho |
understand what it is to love the church of
our fathers, cansympathize for example with
the members of the Church of Engiand
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who speak with affection and admiration
of her noble army of martyrs, her cham.
pions of the truth, her beautiful liturgy, her
imposing ritual. We can well understang
, all this, and would think an Englishman s
i recreant to his faith, who did not lovwe
a church so honoured by God ; and yet we
can do this all the more that we sincerels
cling to our own simple, stern Presbyteriar
ism, with all its glorious memories, ane
: soul-stirring associations. The two typs
i of national religion may be different, just a:
, we find very distinct individualities of char

t

acter in men who are equally embued witk
the Christian spirit ; and yet as such me
may love and honour one another, so mas
churches, strictly true to their own histort
and mission, rejoice in cach other’s succes.
It is the man who loves his own famil
most, who has the warmest domestic affec
tions,that is most ready to respond to the
calls of general benevolence; and so th:
man who loves his own branch of th:
spiritual Zion most, is the most likely w
sympathize with the cfforts of otha
Christian bodies in promoting the commst
cause of Christianity. Let us not then b
deterred from manifesting & warmer lovets
our Zion oraiming ata higher unity of rei
gious national fecling from the idea thatwe
arc only cultivating a narrow-minded s
tarianism. .

Every true Scotchman is proud of hs
nationality. But to what influences are hx
natioral characteristics chiefly due. Aw
we to trace them chicfly to political «
social institutions? No, we must gotos
country’s teligion to find the most powur-
ful moulding influences. Itis a nations
religion that puts the stamp on a nation®
character; and to the national Presbyteniar
ismof Scotland are to be traced those char:-
terstics which have enabled the Scotchma
in cvery- clime to maintain an honourabl
position amongst the nationalities of the
world. And can Scotchmen fail to love
and honour that church whichis the expe-
nent of their national life, and which, bt
the invigorating influence she has exe
cised, has so often led them to afflnentt
and nower ! No, we feel that we cannot bat
love her; and that just in proportion to the
warmth of our lore will be our heatls
camestness in promoting the cause ¢
Christ in this land.

II. The nest means of reviving life ¥
missionavy enterprise. It consists witk
the history of all churches, that Christisz
life is promoted in proportion as missionsTy
enterprise is encournged ; that there is I
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surer way of making & congregation flourish
than by awakening a missionary spirit. This
is mow ‘almost universally accepted as a
troism, and yet how often is it practically
denied. How often is & secret unbelief
manifested in this generally admitted truth !
How frequently do we still hear the argn-
ment, why send missionaries abroad when
we have so much need for our money at
bome? Now therc might be some force in
this argurrent if we had reached the limit of
Christian liberality. In such a case we.aight |
be resdy to admit the paramount claims of |
bome obhigations, but it is seldom if ever
that we reach such limits. The gencral
rale i that the ability is only messured by
the willingness, and that a church is liberal
just in proportion to its heartiness in any
apse. The object chould thea be to in-
crease this heartiness in missionary enter-
pise.  The great law of our moral nature
¥ that we do not weaken our sympathics
by extending their range. The sun docs
vt shine less bnghtly on tae nearer planets
because he enlightens the most distant.
The poor man, who can offer 2 morsel to
the beggar at his door, does not love his
children less.  He is the very man who
would pinch himself to the utmost rather
than that Iis children should starve; and the
ma2n who most loves the souls of the hea-
then is the very man who is likels to make
te greatest sacrifices fur the good of the
sngrega”on with which he is connected.
The n sicnary field is usually divided |
‘tio the home and foreign departments,
In 3 new country such as ours, the home ;
Sedd must necessarily have a strong claim
tpon us, and it is gratifving to matk the
growing activity of aimast every DPresby-
7y of the Church in suppising the waots
4 settlers and in planting new churches.
Sillit is admatied by allthat there 2 s
tretsin which we have greatlyfailed v +p
jeoe with the growing population. 14 s
'zt poor comsolation to know that many
Teebers of the Church of Scotland tave
been supplied with religous ordinances by
rther denominations, just as it wonld be
peT enncolation for 2 man who neglected
¥ own family to know that thev were
ad for by others. There is a sacred
Sagaion lad upon us to see that, as far '
¥ in oar power, the members of the ;
Crorch of Scotland shall be provided with
~dirances in connection with the charch
& their fathess ; and besides this obligation
ax vpon uy, it is desirable fur the refigions
ziers's of the people themselves.  They
e likels 1o be most sustained in their reli-
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ious profession when thy are, even in
Carada, coverad by the sheltering wings of
the Parent Church, and surrounded by those
associations which serve to keep alive the
religious impressior.s of vther days. Vhile
it is vur duty at all hazards to provide for
the wants of destitute localitics, it is also

. satisfactory to know that such praiseworthy

¢fforts have been made to assimilate this

. branch to the Churchof Scotland in respect

of the endowment of ministers. The parent
church has acknowledged the hopelessness
of further endowment from the State,but she
has not therefore abandoned the principle
of endowment. She has called upon her
own people tu endow, and they have nobly
responded to the appeal.  You have pur-
sued the same course.  You have deciared
that the prindiple of endowment is as bind-
ing here as on the other side of the Atlan-
tic; encouraging progress has already
been made: and it is to be fervently hoped
that a growing love to our national Zion
may lead to further sactifices on the part
of those who have the prosperity of Zion
and the good of soals at heart.

But our missionary responsibility does
not terminate with our obligations to our
fellow countrymen or other umigrants into
ths country. You have already entered
on the foreign mission field. You have
acknowledged vour responsibility towards
Gaod’s ancient people the Jews and vou have
already co-operated with the Parent Church
in India. At last Synod there was a gra-
tfving unanimity as to the daty of still
further extending your onerations.  And

. it 1s to be huped that some definite scheme

for the extension of our missionary opera-
tions may be submitted to vou. The
teflex influence of such missionary efforts
will be felt at home, aud an important
step taken in the nay of revival.

ITL The next mexns of revival is greater
scope for lav cfforts. Qne great chame-
teristic of Presbytery is the admission of
the lav clement in the government and
work of the Church ; and it such lay -
finence is imporiant in the Church at
home it is doubiy so in a new countrs
where all possible agencies are needed for
the carrying on of the work.  The
Church will not rise to its right position
t:ll every member feel that he can do some-
thins to advance its interests.  The Sdb-
bath schwol has afforded an  sdmirable
field for the exercise of lay influcnce, and
in proportion as we find the Sabbath school
flourish may wo cxpect the Church will
flourish toa.  Benevolent associations,
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young men’s Christian associations, are so
many symptoms of the realization of the
doctrine of the universal priesthood of
Christians. It is the genius of Presby-
tery to afford the amplest scope for such
efforts; and it shall come forth in its
stron rrth in this country only when the
Charch utilizes the vast dormant energy
which is but awaiting the hf(.-rrlvmo'
spark to awaken it to action.

Rshall not further enumerate the means
wh.ch might be employed to bring about

a revival. I have instanced o.)l) those
whlch our circumstances m st obviously
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snggest. These means are however only a;
cisterns to catch the presious shower drops
descending from heaven. Lord, wilt thou
not revive us again wilt thou not open the
windows of heaven and fill these cisterns
which we now present? Yes, Lord, we be
lieve that thou wilt,—that thou art far more
willing to give than we are to ask. * Pray
for the peace of Jerusalem. They shall
prosper that love thee. Peace be withie
thy walls, and prosperity within thy ps
laces. For my brethren and companiony
sake I will now say ‘Peace be withi
thee.

Praper.

The w cary way is long and drear,
And o'er my droopmv head

The clouds, with threatening front, appear,
And fill my soul with dread.

May not my steps be led astray
Before 1 reach the goal!

May not the foes that throng the way
O'ercome my weary sonl! r -

May not the world’s enticirg smile
Beguile my wayward heart!

Or care, afliction, pair, and toil,
Cause me with Christ to part} ;

Lord of my life! I turn to Thee,
My refuge from despair,

And from my heart on bended knee
1 breathe one only prayer.

And dost Thou bend to hear my cry,
To know what I would seek 2
Already is it heard on high;
Thou kunowesl it cre I speak.

And has my wish been heard in heaven,
Shall the request be mine?

O for thy love to sinners given,
Dear Saviour, make me Thine!

Entirely Thine, to be content
To live or die for Thee;

For Thee to spend and to be spent,
As thou wilt choose for me.

Then shall mv life be frez from ill,

My soul be strong in love,
And onward move and upward, il

I sce Thy face above.

Greaville, May, 5th, 1863.

C.J.C



