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THE PRESBYTERIAN.

DECEMEBER, 1862.

At the commencemeni of the present
year, we stated the position of our journal
in very plain language. We were then sur-
rounded with ¢ doubts, difficulties, and
debts "—in doubt as to the propriety of
continuing to carry on the paper at all;
in difficulty as to the mode of conducting
it; and in debt without any means to pay
it.

It is now our agreeable duty to inform
our readers that this state of matters has
changed, and our success during the year
which is now closing has removed any
doubt as to the propriety of our continuing
to publish the journal. The kind assistance
of mavy warm fricods of the Church, in
coming to our aid with original articles,
and attending to the business details, which
require so. much care and watching,
greatly lessened the difficulty of conduct-
ing the magazine; while the liberality of
our subscribers has not only paid off the
large debt which we owed at the com-
mencement of the year, with all the cur-
rent expenditure, but has actually left us
with & balance of money in hand to begin
a new year. This is a state of matters so
novel as to cause us some little surprise.
We never have been in such a good posi-
tion during all the fiftcen years we have
conducted the Presbytertan. We do not
care to enquire too curiously into the
causc of this snccess. We are satisfied
with the fact. Oar modesty prevents us
from ascribing it all to our own good ma-
nagement, and we most willingly give the
whole merit to our talented contributors.

We have done our best to give to every
subscriber good valuc for his subscription.
The Journal has been improved in foym
and increascd in size; original articles of
sterling ment have been sought for and
obtained ; and great care has been exer
cised in making sclections not only suitablc
but interesting.

We issned, without any extra charge to
our subscribers, vut at considerable expense

to ourselves, one double number; we
opened our columns freely for the dis-
cussion of subjects which, in our judgment,
affected the imterests of the Church and
people, and allowed our readers with per-
fect fairness to sce both sides of a question.
We are advocates for free discussion;
and we believe that the more all subjects
connected with the Church are brought
before the people and thoroughly ventilat-
cd, the better it wtll be both for the peo-
ple and the Church. 'We shall never be a
party to assist in the stifling of a free,
‘open, unfetiered interchange of opinion
between all parties in the Church, no mat-
ter how much they may differ from each
other; nor shall we ever withhold from
the people the most ample information re-
garding the rights, privileges and duties of
the Great Presbyterian Body in this coun-
try.

If in the exercise of our duties we have
ever given .ause of offence to any of our
readers, ~e are unfeignedly sorry: we
have never iutentionally wounded the
feelings of any one. Of course, we have
our opinions on the leading questions
of the dav; and these opinions we have
sometimes briefly but firmly expressed, as
we have an undoubted right to do. But
our readers will bear us out when we say
that we have occupied but a small space
in the Journal with our Editorial remarks,
and have always cndeavoured to state our
views calmly and courteously. If we can-
not conscientiously say as much for the
articles of some of those who have written
against our views and convictions, either
in regard to their length or their spirit and
mauner—the fault does not lie with us.

Encouraged by the success of the past
year we shall go on with the magaz.ne;
and we prowmise for the year to com: cou-
siderable improvement in different wans.
We have determined to print it upon a
better quality of paper, to have in every
namnber a greater variety of o ziual ar-
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cles of interest and merit, to take a wider
range in our selecticns, and, in short, to
spa-e no effort to make it to all classes a
journal highly interesting and instructive.

The same course which has governed us
during the past year will continue to actu-
ate us for the time to come. We have, how-
ever, made an arrangement by which more
care and time can be given to the Editorial
management; while active friends, who
have zealously co-operated with usin the
past, will continue to give to the business
details and mansgement of the paper a
constant superintendence,

Before the close of another year we hope
to be able from the profits of the magazine
to assist some of the schemes of the church,
either by giving Bursaries to students, or
aiding in the work of missions. We offer
our grateful thanks to our numerous friends
throughout the country, for their valuable
contributions, and we ask them to continue
to assist us in the work in which we are
engaged : a work, on our part, certainly not
a selfish one, but calculated, we think, to
build up and strengthen the cause of the
great Presbyterian family in this dependen-
cy of the British Empire; while, at the same
time, it tends to increase the love and ven-
eration with which we regard the Church
of Scotland, to which we are attached by
30 many tender and endearing associations ;
and from which we have received, and do
stiil receive, so many benefits and advan-

tages.

‘We regard the Home Mission and En-
dowment Scheme as the most important
of all the Schemes of the Synod ; for the
extension, the progress, nay, almost the
very existence, of the Church depend
upon ifs success. We therefore learn,
with unfeigned sorrow, that it is now in
such a position as to give the most serious
concern to every friend of the Church.

The original plan adopted for working
this cffort was, in our judginent, a wise and
judicious one, and one that should be still
kept steadily in view. Iad it been carlier
adopted, and more vigorously urged, and
had stricter attention been paid to the ga-
thering in of subscriptions promised, the
results, even now, would have been most
gratifying.  Whon the ministers of our
Church made over to the Synod the sum
realized by the commutation of their an-
nuities from the Clergy Reserves Fund, it
was seen that a large addition to the Fund
would be required, in order to enabdle it to

accomplish the dysirable end of supple-
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menting the stipend of every minister, and
thus making him partially indeperdent of
his people, while their burdens would also
be lightened, To meet this want, it
was resolved that an appeal should be
made to the Laity to raise an additional
Fund for the purpose of investment and
also that an annual collection should
be taken up in all the churches, to be ap-
plied to immediate expenditure. In East-
ern Canada the Endowment effort has, to a
considerable extent, been successful. From
Westeru Canada the response has not been
hearty, and the results of the efforts made
on behalf of the Endowment, have been,
except in one or two quarters, inconsidera-
ble. The annual collections, too, have not
been so general or so liberal as they might
and ought to have been. The depression:
of the country has contributed in part to this
result, and besides by diminishing the reve-
nue of the Fund derivable from the invest-
ments of the Temporalities monies, has
aided in bringing about the present crisis.
We grieve to state that the revenues of the
Fund are no longer sufficient to pay £5C
to those ministers, who have been settled
over charges recently. No less than twenty
seven of these will be disappointed in
their expectations of receiving a supple-

ment on the first of January; and, more .

giievous still,unless the liberality of the peo-
ple suoplies & prompt remedy, many others
who have hitherto been receiving aid, will
be struck off the list of recipients. The

Board charged with the management of: -

the Fund have, we learn, met the crisis
with prompt energy, and bave resolved to
cast themselves upon the generous sympa-
thies and Christian liberality of the people.
To pay £50 to thoso ministers hitherto re-
ceiving it, to provide a like sum for those
ministers recently secttled, and to provide
for the extension of the Church, an annual
sum of £1200 will be required. To secure
this, a Committee has been appointed,
whose chairman, Rev. Dr. Cook, has issued
an appeal, suggesting a plan agreed to by
the Board, and which it is hoped may be
successful. In the maising of this sum
all the “congregations have an interest,
old as well as new, for as the commuting
ministers are cailed away by death, congre-
gations now receiving aul in the support of
their ministers will be placed on the £50
list. The congregations whose ministers
havo been recently settled over them have
however a more direct and immediate in-
tercst in the matter,

The Board therefore propose that, adopt-

el
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ing the plan hitherto so successful on the
‘Widows' Fund Board, whereby a contribu-
tion from the ministers and a collection
from the congregation eutitle the ministers’
widows and orphans to an annuity,—that
whether by a chureh collection as now,
by the raising of money by parochial asso-
ciations, church societies, or congregational
collectors, or by a subscription of $1 or
upwards each Sabbatb,—an annual sumn of
$50 should be given by each congregation
for the Home Mission Fuud, which would,
(with the gradual release of the Fund by
the death of the original ministers, who
gave the Temporalities Fund, subject to
their life annuites) it is believed, enable the
Board to pay every minister £50 per an-
num.

The crisis is upon us, but we have faith
in the generosity, the liberality, the Chris-
tian love of our people. The weakest con-
gregation can by a zealous effort raise $50,
while the wealthy congregations giving
largely as “ God prospers them,” can aid
their weaker brethren. Prompt and speedy
action during this month will enable the
Board to make the January payment, and
prevent much distress and suffering. Shall
such action be a wanting? Shall we wrap
ourselves up in the cold garb of selfishness?
Or shall we, from zeal for the Master's
cause and love to our Chiwreh, come for-
ward to the belp of this important effort,
and prove that we are a living, working,
Christian body? The need is a most or-

ent one, the call for help is most mani-
est 3 let parochial organization at once be
carried out, and let each of us then make
it a matter of conscience and give, now and
at once, cheerfully and liberally. And so a
pressing crisis will be tided over, the exten-
sion of the Church will be secured, and
the spiritual good of Canada will be in
some degreeadvanced.

Paragraphs, appearing in the newspa-
pers almost every weck, record the pro-
gress of certain innovations in Scotch Pres-
byterian worship, of no great consequence
in themsclves, but which are regarded
with apprehension by many as indications
of a tendency which it is alleged will not
stop short of more fundamental changes.
The innovations generally ¢o no further
tban the introduction of the practice of
standing during praise, and kneeling dur-
ing prayer—or rather sitting, for the pew-
systemn of our Presbyterian churches has,
of course, no accommodation for kneeling.
It is maintained that these inuovations,
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originating as they do in the resolutions
of the wministers and kirk-sessions of the
particular congregations, and not in the
superior courts, constitute an infraction of
Presbyterian order; but the new practice
is becoming so common, and is generally
regarded as a matter of such indifference,
that there is little likelihood of its being
interfered with. The subject has, indeed,
been broughtbefore the Established Church
Synod of Aberdeen, but the mover with-
drew the resolution which he had intro-
duced. The Rev. Dr. Bisset, Moderator
of the Established Church, who is 2 mem-
ber of the Synod of Aberdeen, announced
—probably quite correctly-that the over-
ture was occasioned by his closing address
to the last General Assembly, and made a
speech which will be found in another part
of the magazine, in vindication of the pro-
posals then made. The Rev. Doctor de-
fonded his views in regard to te proper
attitudes for praise and prayerin the sanc-
tuary, and maintained the desirableness of
introducing liturgical forms, instead of
leaving the devotions of the people entirely
at the discretion of the officiating minister,
He added that ha would “rejoice if the
two Churches (of England and Scotland)
should reconsider some of those non-essen-
tial characteristics by which they were
now distinguished, when perhaps, preju-
dices might berubbed off, which had divid-
ed them.”

In another page of our magarine willbe
found a very interesting specch by Dr.
Cook, on the occasion of the inauguration
of Morrin College, Quebec. The ceremony
of this inauguration has been looked for-
ward to, with considerable interest, by the
church at large, as well as by allwho bave
had an opportunity of knowing, or watch-
ing the zeal and energy displayed by the
Rev. Principal in carrying out the foun-
der's intention. Independent of our con-
nection, as & church, with this institution-
wo should have wished it every success,
but as, by the Act of incorporation, it is
stated to be “specially” for the education
of such young men as are intended for the
ministry of the Church of Scotland, in Ca-
nada, and as by the same Act, our Synod
is appointed to bave & voice in the manage-
ment of it, our uterest in its welfare is
necessarily deepened.  Trepared therefere
at all times through the columns of omr
paper to advocate its claims, and trusting
that in its prosperity and progress, the
nawe of Joseph Morrin will be perpetuated,
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and himself had in honourable remem-
brance, we heartily wish that it may prove
a means of repairing the waste places and
strengthening the walls of our Zion, of
giving to the youth of Quebeos city, and
neighborhood, an enlightened education,
and of exercising over them a Christian
influence.

Any train of thought adapted to produce
honesty of heart, fervor in prayer, integrity
in all the relations of life, confidence in
God, deadness to the world, and a life of
faith and divine communion, a hold upon
eternal realities, is that which ought to be
followed out in the pulpit discourses of the
present day. Clear views of God’s sover-
eignty, and of his particular and universal
providence may be dwelt upon with safety
and profit at all times, but they are more
especially suited to keep up the faith of
God’s children when storms are abroad
upon the face of the earth. These were
themes much dwelt upon by the Divines
who shared in the convulsions of the refor-
mation. 'Cheir hold on the doctrines which
pertained to the divine attributes and gov-
ernment were a sheet-anchor under the
storms in the midst of which they lived.
God as a dwelling place of his people in
all generations, in his control of the wrath
of man to restrain it and make it subserve
the final good, in his infinite love to his
people and in the care with which he wat-
ches over all their concerns the mediate-
rial government as including all human
events to make them the means of leading
on the latter day of glory, and topics kin-
dred to these we deem eminently adapted
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to the times, in which we live, On the
4th of December, the day set apart by the
Governor of these Provinces, as a day of
thanksgiving to Almighty God for the bless-
ing of peace, divine service it is to bs hoped
will be conducted in all our Churches.
While we would not dissever religion so
absolutely from all connection with life, as
to proscribe as sacrilegious in the pulpit
any allusion to the condition of a country’s
temporal concerns, we hope that our
Ministers will on the day abov~ named troat
their congregations to something more
advantageous to their eternal interests,
than partisan discussions, denunciatory tir-
ades, or arguments to show that in the war
which devastates a neighboring nation this
side is right and that side wrong. What
the people need from their Pastors is some-
thing to make them more religious, devoted,
and faithful, and to convince them that
nothing will be so likely to secure for them
a continuance of the blessings of peace
and plenty which they at present enjoy as
on their part a genuinely holy life. Those
who have the most influence with God ia
prayer are the ones who do the most good.
Why then should not Ministers be content
with preaching and praying in a way to
rake Christians the most pure and spiri-
tual? Can they do any thing better for
their people than to make them like
Christ ¢

We are indebted to the Rev. Geo. Ro- .
manes, formerly resident in this country,’ -
for a donation of Four dollars in aid of our
funds,—a proof that he still retains an in-
terest in our Church and journal.

Hiterury

$otices.

S—

BiprioteECA Sacra axpd Bisuicar Re-
POSITLRY : $3 per anpum, supplied in
the city; in the country $3.25. F. E.
Grafton, Witness Office, Montieal.

The object of the above quarterly ma-
gazine is to promote pure rel.gion, sound
morals, Christian reform—:h - application
of Christian principles to all the relations,
duties, busiuess, arrangements and aims of
life; to the indivinual, the family, the
Church, the state, the nation ; to the work
of converting the waorld to Godl, restoring
the common brotherbood of man, and ren-

dering society the type of Heaven.

The Editors’ text book is the Bible;
their standard the divine law; their plan
the gaspel; their tiust the divine pro-
mises ; and their panoply the whole ar-
mour of God. Though we do not always
agree with them in their views, yet we ad-
mire, and heartily commend the freshness
and sigour of their style. Capable of
tiremselves evolving much valuable thought,
and employing as contributors the most
learned men of the time, they deserve
hearty support in their cuterprise.
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Tur Lire oF Epwarp Irvixng, Minister
of the National Scotch Church, London.
By Mrs. Oliphunt : Dawson Brothers,
Great St. James Street, Montreal.

The writer of Irving’s life is by univer-
sal consent thoroughly equal to the task.
Being without authority, or rather not
wishing to pronounce judgment either on
one side or the other, and interested chief-
ly with the man himself, she devotes her
graphic powers to a description of his
noble courageous warfare through a car-
reer encompassed with all human agonies.
The large extracts, which, by the kindness
of his surviving children, she has been per-
mitted to make from his letters, will show the
reader of the book, better than any des-
cription, what manner of man he was;
and to be able thus to illustrate the facts
of his historv, by his own exposition of its
heart and purpose, is to do him greater
justice than could be hoped for from any
other means of interpretation.. His words
and ways are enough to clear his memory
of many a cloud of misapprehension and
censure of levity. Moving on in a pro-
found unity and grandeur of nature through
sorrows such as fall to the lot of few, he
died in the prime and bloom of his days,
without, so far as his last writings leave
any trace, either of decadenceof intellect or
lowering of thought. Much as we should
have liked to enter into particulars, we
forbear, as this would lead us to a discussion
of such a nature as we do not desire, and
of much greater length than our space will
allow. In the strongest terms, however,
we recommend this book of unusual inte-
rest to the attention of our readers.

Meyorrs or tHE Rev. Nicmoras Mur-
ray, D.D. (“Kirwan”) By Samuel
Irex eus Prime; Dawson Brothers, Mon-
treal.

The rich materials furnished in the ma-
nuscripts of Dr. Murray, and in the remi-
viscences of his friends have made a me-
morial of rare interest and value, tr which
the biographer could add little or nothing.
The strange and romantic incidents in the
childhood and youth of the subject of these
memoirs, his carly and wonderful rescue
from the wiles of a false religion, his rapid
mental and moral development, his bril-
liant carreer and well earned fame, and
above all, his vast usefuloess as a pastor,
preacaer, and author, make him an illus-
trious example worthy of record for the
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encouragement of the young, the edifica-
tion of the church, and the praise of divine
grace.

AN EncuisH Grammar. By G. P. Quack-
enbos, A.M,, Priucipal of the Collegiate
School, New York. Dawson Brothers,
Mountreal.

This grammar is divided into short les-
sons, followed in every case by an exercise,
which applies in every variety of way the
principles laid down, and frequently embo-
dies a practical review of what has been
previously learned. Definitions are ap-
proached by means of preliminary illustra-
tions, which make their abstract language
intelligible while it is in process of learn-
ing. 'Words are classified as parts of speech,
solely and exclusively according to their
usé in the sentence. This course does
away with all arbitrary distinctions, and
enables the pupil to classify words readily
and correetly for himself. A simple me-
thod of analyzing sentences is presented,
not encumbered with technical terms, or
requiring labour on the teacher’s part to
make it available. Many mivor points
might also be noticed, such as doing away
with the neuter gender, a factitious dis-
tinction engrafted on English grammar
from classical languages; the unusually
full exercises on false Syntax; and the ge-
neral arrangement and adaptation of the
whole.

Eves axp Ears. By Henry Ward Bee-
cher; Dawson Brothers, Great St. James
Strect, Montreal.

The papers in this volume are reprinted,
with a few exceptions, from the New York
Ledger, where they appeared under the
title of “ Thoughts as they occur, by one
who keeps his Eyes and Ears open. Be-
sides these a few have been taken from the
New York Jna'wendent. Thrown off, we
believe, almost as rapidly as a photograph
is printed, they are, although fragmentary,
and as’careless as even a newspaper style
will admit, well adapted ecither to enli-
ven the tedium of sickness, or while away
a summer hour with innocent amusement,
That they will bave a large circulation, and
serve the purpose for which they are in-
tended, the auathor’s name is a sufficient
guarantee, and that they will also be the
means of leading their readers to form that
kindly habit of judging men and cvents,
which is their author’s characteristic, is our
earnest wish,
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The Chure in Caad,

PRESBYTERY OF MONTREAL.

Amongst other matters\of intexl'est brought
Yefore the Presbytery of Montreal, at its last )
quarterly meetinéyin November, tho following | Ferend personages. Dr. Leitch at once resumes,
may be noticed. and Professor Murray beging the duties of his

A letter was reac from the secretary of the chaic, The classes in Divinity at Queen’s Gol-
Colonial Committee, conveying the gratifying | 1¢8¢ have been open since Nov. 5.
intelligence that the Rev. William Cochrane ) -
had been commissioned to labor within the BUCKINGHAM AND CUMBERLAND.
bounds of thiz Presbytery,—that the Commit- Presentation—During the summer vacation,
tee give the usual salary of £150 stg, for three | Mr. Jas. Smith, B.A. Student of Divinit , was
years, but antic:Date relief from the Presbytery employed as Catechist in the vacant charge of
towards Mr. Cochrane s support, Buckingham and Cumberland. Previous to

The Rev. Mr. Suodgrass, as convener, read ; his leaving, in the carly part of this month, for
a report submitted 1y the “ Presbyterial Home | Queén's Gollege where he is now prosecating
Mission Committee.’ The Presbytery approved | studies, the young, in connection with the uni-
of the general plan proposed, and remit to the | ted congregations, presented him with a gold
Committee to prepare a detailed scheme of | pencil case, an clegant photographic albun,
operations to be submitted to next quarterly | and some valuable books, in token of their ap-
meeting, with instructions, in the meantime, | preciation of his instructions in the Sabbath-
to make arrangements for holding missionary | School.
meetings at Dundee, Elgio, Athelstane, Hun-
tingdoun, and Ormstown, in the month of Ja- ROXBURGH AND ALEXANDRIA.

auary. ) Mr. Joshua Fraser who bas during the

The Moderator drew the attention of the | summer been officiating as Missionary in Rox-
Presbytery to the desecration of the Sabbath | hurgh and Alexandria, received on the occas.
in the districts of Chatham and Greaville, es- | jon of his leaving, an address signed by the
pecially from traffic on the canal during the people among whom he laboured thanking him
summer months. A Committee, consisting of | for tho zeal and devotion with which he had dis-
the Moderator, convener, Messrs. Snodgrass, charged bis duties, and assuring him that he
Darrach, and Greensbields, was appointed t0 | had been of much service to them, and that he
draft a petition for presentation to the three | jeft behind him many friends who would o ar.

branches of the legislq.ture on the subject of nestly pray for his future welfare and suc-
Sabbath observance, with special reference to | gqqq. i
canals and railways,—said draft petition to be

of the studentsin Arts, in academical costume.
Otber gentlemen also attended the arrival of
the steamer, and gave & welcome to thege re-

submitted to next quarterly meeting of Pres- WILBERFORCE, RENFREW.
bytery. We have received for insertion a list of con-
tributionsin aid ofa Church Edifice at Willber-
KINGSTON GRAMMAR SCHOOL. . force. These contributions, which amounted

* 10 $36.17 were from parties residing in Quebec,
Ottewa and Prescott. We are sorry our space
will not admit of our giving the list in extenso.

This school, which was affiliated to Queen’s
College last spring, continues to maintain its
high character unde\r{ Mr. Wg})dﬁb théa ne‘:l}]y
appointed Classical Master. Mr. Gordon, the N .
er)tlthcmaliml Master, has long enjoyed a very MI‘SSION-“?RY TO MONTREAL.
bigh reputation as an instructor of youth. The | A special meeting of the Presbytery, sanc-
number in attendance was 60 some time since, | tioned by the Synod of S}lszsgow and Ayr, wus
with the prospect of a large addition next  held on Tuesday—Dr. Napier, and afterwards,
quarter. Air. Dodds, St. Stephen’s Moderator. The clerk

Within the last few days the boys have been | read a commission from the acting committee
formed into a company for drill, and the first , of the Colonial scheme of the Geaeral Assem-
meeting for this purpose took place ou Tuesday , bly, appointing the Rev. William Cochrano to
afternoon. We are glad to find that this system, =~ act as Missionary within the bounds of the Pres-
which has been carried out with so great ad- , bytery of Moantreal. It was rcsolvcd‘ to la:ke
vantage in the public schools of Great Britain, , the usuai steps towards Mr. Cochrane'’s ordin-

. i .
is gaining ground in Canada. tion.

R ANCASTER.
QUEEN'S COLLEGE, KINGSTON. Tho sacrament of the Lord's Supper was

The Rev. Dr. Leitch, Principal of Queonfs dispensed in the Ancaster Church on Sabbath,
College, arrived in Kingston from Scotland via | the 12th October, by a member of the Presby-
New York on Tuesday morning. Ho was ac-, tery of Hamilton. . )
cowpanied by the Rev. J. C. Murray, the newly After divine service on the Friday previous,
appointed Professor of Mental aud Moral Phi- | tokens of admission were distributed to twen-
Josophy and Logic. These gentlemen were met » ty-cight members. .
at the wharf of the steamer Pierrcpont by the [t is gratifying to find that tlns_, the oldest
students of the Divinity Hall, and by a number | congregation in Western Canada, in the face
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of many discouragements, still maintaina an
existence.

ST. ANDREW'S CHURCH, MONTREAL.

On Saturday lagt the ladies of the above con-
gregation presented the Rev. W. M. Inglis,
M.A., assistant minister, with a very elegant
pulpit gown, as & mark of their esteem and
kind regard.

DEATH OF MR. JOHN McDONALD.

Died at Williamstown on the 8th instant,
John McDonsald, in the 78th year of his age.
The deceased was a native of Fortaugustus In-
vernesshire, Scotland. He emigrated to Ca-
nada and settled in the County of Glengarryin
1815; and was ordained an Elder in the Church
of Williamstown in 1853. Hewas a frank and
simple minded man, unaffected in religion,
loyal to our queen and country, firmly attach-
ed to the Church of his fathers, the Church of
Scotland, in connnection with which he lived
and died; he was taken away in a good old
age-——full of years—his presence will be missed
both in his family and the Church, for some
time to come.

FRENCH MISSION.

At a meeting of the committee of manage-
ment held lately, a very interesting report was
read from Mr. Baridon, from which it is pleas-
ing to learn that from time to time it is his
privilege to notice he is not labouring in vain.

We extract the following incidents :

“YWe bave in Centreville a family of five
persons converted from Popery, very remark-
able for their good comportment. They do
not muke great noise, as some others do, but
are fast in the word of God, which is root-
ed in them by the power of the Holy Ghost.
That respectable family is not rich, they are
poor farmers; but it is for such poor in this
world who are rich in faith that the kingdom
of God is prepared.”

$t Last week I was called on in Moer's Vil-
lage to bury a young lady, 20 years of age.
Most of the funeral corlege were Romish peo-
ple. I made a brief speech in the cemetery, in
which the most part were much interested.
Some went away fearing to hear the call of
God in these serious circumstances. I visited
that lady a few days before her death, and at
her wish offered to the Lord a prayer for her.
She was very feeble, unable to speak freely.
Previously to her sickness I read sometimes
the Gospel in her home, to which she and her
father paid always great attention. Such oc-
casions are not scarce to confess before tie Ro-
mish people the certainty of the Word of God.”

Mr. Tanner cc-tinues his self-denying la-
bours in the city of Montreal. His congrega-
tion has been recently increased by an addi-
tion of five communicants, and he is not with-
out evidences of a growing piety amongst his
little flock. The new church intended for
their accommeodation will be ready for occu-
pation in tbe course of a few weeks. We ac-
knowledge a few more contributions to the
Mission Building Fund—very few—but serving
to remind others that they ought not to Lo be-
hind if they desire this important cffort to be
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crowned with success. We still want several
bundred pounds, and are pressed for funds.
Wo attach great value to the handsome con-
tribution from Mulmur. That charge was va-
cant when the circulars were issued, but the
response has been prompt and liberal. We
pray that it may be the earncst of a future li-
berality o cheer the heart of the young minig~
ter now inducted there.

SABBATH SCHOOL, WEST GWILLIAMS-
BURY.

The Sunday School Anniversary was cele-
brated at St. Jobn's Church on the 16th ult.
After a substantial and varied repast, the
meeting was addressed on topics suited to the
occasion by the worthy pastor, the Rev. Mr.
McEee, and the Rev. Messrs. Carmichaeal, of
King, and Bain, of Scarboro’. The chair was.
occupied by Mr. Cowper, merchant, whose
public spirit and courteous manners are appre-
ciated throughout the district. The commo-
dious and tasteful edifice was crowded inevery
part, and the interest of the audience sustained
to the last. The psalmody was conducted by
the Messrs. McKay and young ladies, in a man-
ner which cvinced their great proficiency in
that delightful part of public worship. The
venerable and liberal founder, John Uoulson,
Esq., was present, and expressed bimself more
than repaid for all he had done.

MEETING AT MELBOURNE.

On the occasion of the induction of the Rev-
Thomas G. Smith to the vacant charge at Mel-
bourne, a meeting of the congregation was
held in the church in the evening, in which
the ministersand members of the other churches
in the neighbourbood joined. The chair was
taken by Edward Lawson, Esq., C. E., one of
the Trustees, who gave a short statement of
the affairs of the church, congratulating the
congregation on being free of debt, but at the
game time reminding them that a good deal
still remained to be done to mwaintain as well
as to improve the position they had aircady
gained. Excellent speeches were delivered by
Mr. Mackay, of the Free Church, and Mr.
Frink, of the Congregational Church. The
Rev. James Douglas, of Quebee, gave some
personal reminiscences of travel in the Holy
Land, which were listened to with deep inter-
¢st.  Mr.Swith then briefiy addressed the meet-
ing, and appeared to feel deeply the responsi-
bilities whick had that day been laid npon him.

During the evening several of R. A. Smith’s
beautiful anthems were sung by the chuerch
choir, under the leadership of Douglas Brym-
ner, Esq., one of the elders. The proficiency
manifecsted by even the youngest singer was
generally remarked, and the execution of the
various pieces afforded the highest gratification
and delight.

1f the people follow up the enthusiasm which
they bave shuwn at the outsev of Mr. Smith’s
appointment, and there is reason to believe
that they will do so, the object which Mr. Sieve-
right, their former pastor, had in view, that
Mclbourne should be the centre of missionary
enterprise in this part of the Eastern Town-
ships, will speedily be realized.
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DAY OF THANKSGIVING.

The Governor-General has issued the fol-
lowing proclamation :—-

Know ye that, taking into OQur consideration
the duty which Our loving subjects of our Pro-
vince of Canada owe to Almighty God, for
the manfold blessings which they have receiv-
ed at His hands, and for the abundant Harvest
and the continuance of Peace with which He
has blessed our said Province during the pre-
sent year. We have thought fit, by the advice
of our executive Council of our said Province
to appoint, and We do, by this Our Royal Pro-
clamation, appoint Thursday, the fourth day ot
December next, as a day of General Thanks-
giving to Almighty God for these lis mercies ;
and We do carnestly exho.t, all Uur loving
gubjects in Qur said Province to observe rever-
entially and devoutly the said day of Thanks-

giving.
OPENING OF MORRIN COLLEGE.

GesTLEMEN,—We are assembled here this
evening in cousequence of certain deeds exe-
cuted by the late Dr. Joseph Morrin of this
city, on the 26th September, 1860, and of a
Statute passed in the 24th Victoria, 1861. (Dr.
Gook bere read the Deed of Gift, and said it
Was unoecessary to read the act of incorpora-
tion, which was to the same effect.)

It was long and seriously considered by the
Governors under this statute, whether it would
not be expedient to delay the practical working
of the College till a building should be erected
on the site which has been purchased from
government, or even to delay both the erection
of a building and the practical working of the
College, till the donation of Dr. Morrin should
have accumulated to & sum more adequate to
the wants of a Collegiate Institution. But it
has been finally resolved, that to turn the dona-
tion of Dr. Morrin to immediate practical ac-
count, though tbe College must of nccessity
begin in s bired building, and on a humble
scale, is the preferable course; and is, in addi-
tion to the immediate benefits which it confers,
the most likely to obtain that private and pub-
lic support by which the usecfulness of the
institution may be acquired and extended. And
it is in accordance with this resolution, and
after having taken such steps to the c¢nd in
view as present circumstances admit of, that I
have been instructed, as representing the Go-
vernors, and as Principal, to declare as I now
do, Morrin College to be opened, in conformity
with the Statute 24 Victoria, chap. cix., and
with the will of the Founder, as expressed in
his deed, of date the 26th September, 1860 ;
and I now call on you to join with me in hum-
ble prayer to Almighty God, that he may be
pleased so to bless and prosper the Institution
as that it may abundantly fulfil *he benevolent
intention of its Founder, and prove a means of
giving, to successive gencrations of the youth
of this city and ncighborhood, an enlightened
education, conducted under Christian influ-
ences.

After an appropriate prayer and the formal
admission of the students, nineteen in number,
the Reverend Principal thus continued :—

Having thus fardischarged the duty entrusted
to me, I am desirous now to take advantage of

THE PRESBYTERIAN.

this opportunity to state shortly and simply the
views entertained by the gentlemen to whom
the management of the College has been com-
mitted, in respect of its purpose, utility, and
prospects.

And first, ag to the purpose of the Institu-
{ion. That is correculy siated in the Act of
Incorporation to be ¢ the instruction of youth
in the higher branches of learning, especially
such young men as are intended for the minis-
try of the Church of Scotland in Canada.”
The latter clause, ‘especially such young men
as are intended for the ministry of the Church
of Scotland in Canada,” has led some to sup-
pose that Morrin Cullege is to be simply & Pres-
byterian School of Divinity, and that the course
of education which it is contemplated to give
in it, will be regulated exclusively or maiunly
with a view to the professional education of
ministers. This, however, is an entire misap-
prebension; and as it is a misapprehension
which might in various ways pruve injurious
to the Institution—I think it desirable, at the
risk of stating what must be familiar to many,
to enter into somewhat larger explanation on
this point than might otherwise be necessary.
The misapprebensivn arises in some, from mis-
taken views of the proper office of a College or
Cniversity ; and in others, from imperfect infor-
mation as to the course of education preseribed
by the Chuarch of Scotland for those who are
candidates for the ministry.

The only notion which some people have of
a College is, that it is & school for the educa-~
tivn of young men intended for the learned
professions,~and that the object of attending
it is to be prepared for the active, intelli-
gent and successful discharge of the duties of
a Physician, a Lawyer, or a Divine: while
others, altogether excluding professional from
University education, consider it the sole and
proper work of a College, to give that general
cducation which should precede the studies of
any peculiar profession—by which the mind is
trained and disciplined for such studies, or for
a better enjoyment of life, and a nobler dis-
charge of its duties, if circumstances render
such studies unnecessary. The latter view, if
a choice is to be made, undoubtedly the sound-
er and more correct of the two, is that which
is to be found in thz legislation of this Pro-
vince, the only Provincial University being
established, on the principle of excluding from
its course of instruction the pre-emi' :ntly im-
portant sciences of Law, Medicine aud Divinity.
But ncither view need be accepted as just. It
was the original design of Universities, and it
is that, whicl, as far as means and opportuni-
ties admit, the most distinguished Universities
carry out in actual practice, to include in their
teaching all branches of lcarning ; nor can any
University be considered fully equipped ard
provided for the discharge of its high office,
unless it is prepared to give that general and
preparatory education, which is suitable to all,
and that special scientific education which is
required for the exercise of the liberal profes-
sions.

The general education first, however :—that
which trains and disciplines and enlarges the
mind for further and more special study. And
of what, it may be asked, should such gencral

s
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education consist? or rather of what, in well
regulated seminaries of learning does it consist ?
For it nced not, at this time of day, bo consi-
dered a matter of investigation, of what it
should consist. And first, by common consent,
in any general course of academic education,
stands the study of those noble languages, in
which there have come down to us the trea-
sures of Greek and Roman learning; in one of
which has been preserved to us the most per-
fect rovelation of God to man,—a study, recom-
mended by the vuried exercise of intellect which
it requires and involves, by the more perfect
knowledge of our own language, and of kin-
dred languages, 2nd of the principles of gene-
ral grammar, which it communicates, and by
its nocessarily familiarizing the mind with the
facts of ancieni history, with the forms of the
old civilization, and with the thoughts and spe-
culations of the men of finest geniug in ancient
times. Next there is Mathematics,—pure Mathe-
matics, conversant only with the abstract rela-
tions of number and magnitude; and mixed
Mathematics, the application of theknowledge
acquired of these relations, to natural objects:
the one inuring the mind to those strict pro-
cegses of thought, which, however lengtbened
and complex, terminate in conclnsions of abso-
lute certainty; the other, in connection with
the observation of actual facts, and with the
process of induction from the facts so observed,
giving rise to what are called the exact sciences,
Mechanics, Optics, Astronomy and the like, the
application of which to useful arts has so im-
measurably increased the enjoyment of life, and
the dominion of man over the nataral world.
Then there is what is now termed Natural
Science, all those branches of knowledge de-
rived solely from observatior and experiment
—Chemistry, Geology, Mineralogy, and the like,
the theories formed in regard of which are
liable to be daily altered and modified by new
discoveries. Last and greatest of all, for the
proper study of mankind, is man, is the scicnce
of mind,—Psychology, the natural history of
the mind—the science which investigates the
powers, operations and laws of the buman
understanding; Logic, dealing with the laws
and relations of thought; and Moral Philoso-
phy, investigating the ground of moral distinc-
tions, the nature of virtue and the laws of duty.
If in this enumeration I have not mentioned
the study of modern languages, it has not been
from any disposition to disparage the necessity
or the uscfulness of it, but because elementary
instruction in any language, ancient or modern,
is the business of school, rather than of col-
lege education; in which, however, courses of
lectures on modern literature, say of France,
Germany or England, or expositions of any
work of singular genius, requiring elucidation,
such as are said to be given of the Diving Come-
dia of Dante in Italy, might properly and bene-
ficially have a place.

Take the enumeration, however, as I have
given it, and no one can deny the advantages
of a course of education which embraces such
subjects of study. Though not intended to
prepare for any particular line of life, and
though no one subject should be pursued with
that exclusive devotion which is necessary to
the attainment of special eminence, it cannot
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fail to improve and enlarge the minde of those
who go through it, or togive, even in the pecu-
liar studies, and the subsequent exercise of any
of the learned professions, an infinite advan-
tage over those whose course of instruction
has been less extended. Now, such education,
to the extent of the means which it possesses,
to the extent of the means which by public or
private liberality may be putinto the hands of
those who have the management of it, it is the
purpose of Morrin College to give. Nor is
this inconsistent with the especial desire of
the Founder in respect of the education of
young men for the Ministry of the Church of
Scotland in this province. For such course of
education extending in Scotland over four, and
in this Province over threo years, is expressly
required of candidates for the ministry, before
entering on the studies pruper to the clerical
profession : the theory of the Church being,
that before men enter on the study of divinity,
they shonld have received a good literary and
scientific education. Urdoubtedly, should stu-
dents for the ministry of the Church of Scet-
land in this Province, present themselves at
Morrin College,—a doubtful matter in the
meantime, for Queen's College, from its local-
ity, and its older standing is likely to prove to
such both more convenient and more attrac-
tive,~~there will be provision made for their
instruction, according to the views of Christian
truth and ecclesiastical order, which obtain in
the Church of Scotland; but the main object
will and must be to give that general education
which involves no peculiarity of creed or pro-
fession, and which cannot be in any way affected
by the circumstance of & few young men ina
separate apartment receiving the instructions
of a Theological Professor. That, the most
timid in respect of sectarian influence, can
scarcely affect to look upon with apprehension.

In what I bave already said, I have spoken
to the usefulness of such an institution ag that
which we are this evening commencing in hum-
ble circumstances, and on & small scale. But
this is a subject on which much more may prop-
crly be said. There are few in this community
who devote themselves to the service of the
Protestant Church, in any of its branches.
The temporal inducements {o adopt the cleri-
cal profession are not great, and any literary
institution having regard to it only, could not
prove extensively useful. But the numberis
considerable of those who betake themselves
to the other learned professions; and assuredly
nothing would tend more to raise the charac-
ter of these professions, and their standingin
the community, than that those who enter on
them should, before doing so, pass through s
regular course of academical education. To
pass at once from the school to the special
study of a profession, tends to make & mere
lawyer or physician, rather than . generally
abtle and enlightcned man. But why, it may
properly be asked, why should such improve-
ment of the mind,—such exercise, and by ex-
ercise, strengthening of the powers of the un-
derstanding, as ie given and implied in acade-
mical education, be limited to what are called
the learned professions? Are they not equally
desirable for those wbo are engaged in the
honorable pursuits of mercantile life? Is it
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not desirable that such advantages should be |
widely exiended? Should they not as faras |
possible be extended to the humblest, who have |
sense and taste enouagh to desire them, and |
whose time admits of their enjoying them? |
Would not such cducation iend to dignify the |
character of those who obtain it? and would |
not the diffusion of such education, by increas-
ing the number of minds intercsted in the facts
and applications of science, and the observe-
tions on which it 13 founded, tend tothe ad-,
vancement of science, and to the obtaining
nltiwately, a cleazer and deeper insight into
the mysteries both of mind and matter, than |
men have yet been able to reach. 4

A collegiaie course of instruction should be §
considerced as carrying out and perfecting the
classical cducation of the school, much of
which must otherwise be lost. That indeed
many ere disposed to thiok is all lost, because
the knowledge which hed been acquired is so
soon forgotten amidst the active pursuits of
life. A great mistake, however,—for the exer-
cise and training of the intellect, in the ac- §
quisition of such smoont of classical knowledge
as is gained at school is never lost, but the ad-
vantages of it remain throughout all life. Cer-
tainly, however, it would be better that itshould
not be forgot—better that it should be inereas-
¢d, and so extended 23 to give what the school
seldom gives, such command over ancient lan-
guages, as to give command also over the
thoughts of ancient writers—the men who
have furnished to the world the most perfect
models of taste and genius. Such a course of
clucation is morcover especially desirable and
important, at the scason of life, when school
cducation ceases,—the scason when the pas-
sionsare beginning 10 exercise s dangerous in-
fiuence and to claim an unlicensed indulgence.
To have the mizd occupied with intclicctual
pursiits and animated with the honomble am-
bition of attaining intellectaal eminence is
then a vory special aid to the power of moral
and rcligious principle. Nor can any one fail
%0 scc how advantageous would be attendance
on a reguiar course of literary and scientific
study, did it only displace the light, often im-
moral and corropling litereture, which is apt
to form the staple study of our youth, and re-
deem from frivolity aad folly the large por-
tion of Wme which is usualiy spentin idle and
€expensive amusemens.

_Academic cducation, when conducted ina §
Tight spirit, and with a vicw notoaly to the
<ultivation of the intellecy, but to the incal- l
cating and nourishing alse of high and hea |
orzble princples is moreover inlimately con- !
nected with the social and political ®ell-being |
of this voung and rising country. It is mani-
fest that as we are, $0 are we likely to con-
unne, sabject to institutions  essentially
democratc.  The mozarchy which we hold in
Teverence seems disposed mather to relax, than
0 tighten its hold over us, an) the tendensy !
of the timesis ailin the dircctionof popular
Power. Now, under any institations, however
popzlar their natare, it s the ¥epoevar™ who
ust sltimately sule,—tale, i. e, by directing
the impulses, and guiding the opinions of the
mass. Bul the “emeve,” who must ultima-
tedy rule may beof one or another character,

. s e ——
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There are not in this Province even the ele-
ments of a feudal aristocracy, such as exists in
European Kingdoms. But there may be an
aristocracy of mere wealth, or there may be an
aristocracy of inteliect, untrained and un-
enlightened, of narrow views and early acquir-
ed prejudices, which o extensive knowledge
of the history, nor experience of the working of
humean society has tended to dissipate and do
away. Or there may be an aritocracy of in-
tellect, trained in the schools of ancient learn-
ing and of modern sience, butin whose training
little respect has becn paid to the higher ele-
ments of man's natare, and who are in conse-
quence but little restrained by any deep feel-
ing of woral or religious obligation. Isit to
such that the legislation or the goverment of
any company can be safely entrusted? Or
how under & democratic constitution like ours,
is such result to be avoided, except by combi-
ning in the education of the youth, who in dif-
ferent professions and spheres of exertion are
soon to occupy influential positions in the coun-
try, the highest training of the intellect, Wwith
a due vcgard to moral ard religious principle.
It is by such means, wherever found, that right
and true men will be reared, men, who in vir-
tuc of their intellecturl trafniog canrulei. ¢,
geide public opinion with wisdom, and who ia
virtue of their moral training will rule, i. ¢,
guide public opinion, according to principles
of rcason and justice. For such unionp, it is
not necessary that all the teachers in an insti-
tution should belong to one religious body, not
that there should be the direct inculcation of
religious doctrines in literary and scientific
classes. But it is nccessary that the teachers
should sl be Christiau men, whose dJay

example and whose whole tonc of fecling shoulds .

be known and felt, as on the side of religion

* and virtue. There is a charm to ingeauous

youth in associating with men placed over
them, who combine intellectual crncace with
Kindoess and courtesy, which renders the
knowledge or cven the suspicion of septical
principles in 2 tescher dangerous and to be
dreaded. This it will the object of the antho-
rities of Morrin Gollege to avoid. To obtain
Christian and well quslified teachers is all
which the scctarian government of Morrin
College contemplates, and if successfal the
combination will be gained, without injury to
to any, of Ghristian inflacnce and enlightened
cducation.

It is truc such combination may be found
clsewhere, nnd why, it may be said, multiply
Colleges, of which thereare already more than
are well aitended.  The answer is simply this,
that of thise, to whom an scademical educa-
tion would be advaniageous, a large number
have not means or opportunity to attead Col-
leges at & distance, while the University cstab-
lished here, and condacted, I believe, in =
munificeat and libersl spisit, being exclusively
Gatholic, and its instructions given only inthe
French langusge, can never be exteasively
uscfal to the Protestant and Buglish speaking
youth of the city. It is 10 he considered too
that the cstadlishment of a College is advan-
tageous, by adding to the gencral society,
few men of highatiainments, and whose special
husiaess itis, not only to satisfy, but to create

-~
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a taste for intellectual improvement. Qur so-
ciety as at present constituted, requires the liv-
ing voice of an enthusiast in bis special depart-
ment, to charm us into sympathy with his
tastes, and to induce us to follow him in his
pursuit of iatellectual attainments. Ve need
a ministry of science, as of reliigion, to meet
and to raise the taste of the community.

I come last of all to speak of our prospects
—=and this I desire to do with great bumility
and diffidence. They may be considered in a
twofold point of view. There is first the pros-
pect we have of being able to give such a
course of education, as that, of the value of
which we have been speaking. There is, se-
condly, the prospect we have of students to
teke advantage of such a course, when we are
{ully able to give it.

In respect of the first, we shall it is expect-
€d, be able to add to our present staff, before
another session, & professor of Mathematics and
Natural Philosophy—if found necessary a clas-
sical and mathematical tutor to supplement
the labours of the Professors of these branches
—and two lecturers on different branches of
Junspruocqcc ; 2nd should assistance come to
us from private sources, or from such public
grants as are given to similar institutions, our
next aim will be to procure the sorvices of a
Professor of Chemistry and Natural History.
We have been fortunate in obtaining the con-
venient accommodation of this building, and
acknowledge the politeness of its proprictors
disposition 10 anssist us in cvery way in
their power. We have also to scknowledge
with much satisfaction the promptitude with
xvhlch-thc Litrary and Historical Socicty cn-
tered into an arrangement which promises to
be beneficial both to the Society and to the
College, and by which their valuable Library
will be throwa open to Professors and Students
and be placed in the College bailding. 1Itis
ngl_:l. lov, to Stale that by the statute under
which we act, there is authority given to affi-
liate Morrin College, with the University of Mc
Gill College—that overtures for affiliation have
been made 1o us by that body—and that in the
probable event of affiliation, the cducation given
in Morrin Gollege will entitle studenis to
present themselves to that University, as can-
didates for degrecs.

As to our prospect of students, we are not
sanguine. Neither are we disposed o despond.
We have opened with as many could reasonab-
l}:bo 'expected. Qur sccond and third years
will farnish a more scarching test of theamount
of desire there is among us for academic edu-
cation. Any marked sucecess, ia the the large
number of siudeats is not fo be anticipated.
the Lumber of wr population docs not admit
ofit, and the .pericace of all the other Col-
cges in the province shews clearly that any
cxpection of this kind would prove utterly fal-
Iacions. Onc thing is in our faveur, and should
operate powerfally, the peceliar circumstance
©f our young men in business, beiag 1o a great

ient uncmployed in the winter months, in
which the College will be in session. The ad-
vantages which we have to hold ont, are : fisst,
cheapaess,—stcond, accessibility—and thindly,
| convenient season, and convenient hours for
Foung men engaged ia basiness.
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It is impossible not to feel that itis anex-
periment which we are now making —and that
it may not prove successful. The munificent
donation of Dr. Morrin may both fail of its im-
mediate purpose, and of another purpose, which
he often expressed his hope and desire that it
should serve, that of inducing others to follow
his example, and to set apart for public par-
poses, some portion of what like himself, they
had gained by honorable exertion. But it will
not fail, at least of its direct purpose, if pa-
rents, if employers and guardians of youth
would do their part, and recommend those un-
der their influcnce to take advantage of the
benefits which it enables us to offer. Above
all it would not fail, if we could imapress upon
the hearts and mninds of the young, the impor-
tance of the few precious years betiveen boy-
hood and maturer manhood, during which a-
lone, the whole energies of the mind can be gi-
rected to the pursvits of learning and science—
if we could make them feel, how needful it is,
that these be well employed, and that they be
not allowed to pass away uaprofitably, cither
through indolence or the indulgence of 2 taste
for low and trifling pursuits and pleasures. In
them to have their minds cnlarged, and their
taste refined by acquaintance with the bestmo-
dels, and 1o acquire habits of observation and
reflection is for all life to make them nobler and
happier beings. Next to the exisience of right
principles and of good affect.ons, does a love of
knowledge andtaste forintellectual occupations
add to enjoyment, and the dignity of life. Then
they add largely, letit be remembered to 2 mans
powers of uscfulness in the world, and thatis
what all should desire—what all must desire,
who hold in reverence Him, who went abont
continually doing good, and who came not to
be ministered unto, but to minister. Even in
the common occupations of life, more extensivo
knowledge, more refined tastes, and a better
trained and cxercised understanding veadily
make themselves felt—and give influence and
authority to thosc who possess them. And
in the bigher walks of lifc amidst the labours
of those professions, in which learning is not
only graceful, but necessary, eminenl altain-
moant and cminent uscfulness geaerally go to-
gether.  Itweas a favourite saying of Dr. Chal-
ners, that the most learned of the Aposies
was also the most successful.

Nor in urging to intellectual exertion, need
there be left ont of view, the most powerful
motives, which can be brought to bear on tho
natare of man, whether of sacted duty or of
wist expediency.  Rightly to employ the noble
powess, with which our natarc lbas been co-
dowed, 2 both a duty which we owe to the
Giver of them, and a befitting expression of
gratitude for the gift. Andif wercgard man's
lifc here, and in that fatare state, of whichrea-
son gives indication, and religion assurance, £3
one whole, of which deathis only 2 momeatary
interruption, ar 1 does only introduee into 8
chasgeof circumsiances, without affecting aay
essential change, in the moral iasics o7 intel-
lectoal eapacities of the soul—and this is all
in conformity with what we know, and havo
been tacght, then every advance we make in
wisdom or virlue, in intcllectual or moral ex-
cclicace, is a step in advance for cternity,—
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places us forward in that bigh path, in which
from the progressive capacities of our nature,
we may conclude, that we shall beever travel-
ling,~—ever, as we advance, learaing more of
tbp ways, aud the working of God, and render-
ing to his adorable perfections the homage of
a more profound and loving reverence. QOur
earnest hope and desire is that the youth of
this community, may never be found insensible
to the power of such motives and considerations.

For mysell [ wounld only ssy in conclusion
that it is now more than eighteen years since
assisting at the opening of the High School, I
expressed a hope that an academical institu-
tion might eventually be establisbed for the
English in this city. 1 beartily rejoice to see
my expectations vealised in the establish-
ment of Morrin Callege. 1 count it a high
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honour that 1 have been namea by the Founder
10 preside over it, and 1 shald feel it a sacred
duty to bis memory, and to the community to
coutribute to the utmost of my ability, to its
usefulness and success. And though the
flight of time, and the sudden and lamented
departore of one of my co-trustees, under the
deed of Dr. Morrin, not greatly more advanced
in life than wyself, are warning me that the
shades of the evening are closing ronnd, and
that soon the management may fall into other
bands, I yet hope to see~—at all events I trust
others shall see, in the progress and prosperity
of this institution, ampie cause for helieviag,
that the name of Joseph Morrin shall be there-
by perpetuated in this ¢ity, and himself held
}n honourable remembrance, as a public Bene-
actor.

@ smmunications.

.

7o the Editor of the Presbyterian.

Drsn Sir,~One often hears the statement
made by adherents of our Church, “Whatever
cause there was for s Disruption in the Clhurch
at kome there was certainly none for » Distup~
tion in Capada.” [n the meantime we aceept
the latter pert of the statemeat—“there was
certainly no cause for o Discuption in Canads”
—a5 true,—acknowledged as true even by
many Free-churchmen, now looking back to
theevent. Never was there s better illastra-
tion of straining af o gnat than when that min-
ority of our Synod “protested against the Syn-
od’s unfaithfulness to its avowed convictions,
and against continuance of such a connect~
ion with the estadlished Church of Scotland a3
seemed to invoke responsibility for its actions.
Oz such shady grounds—-because the words
*in conncction” seemed to involve responsibility
&c.,~~1hese hot-headed controversialistsrashly
broke up the organisation of the Church and
planged the people into anarchy and bitterness
of spirit. The taterests of true religion were
thus sacrificed to the unsubstantial whims of
inflamed and conceited brains. The writer of
the article “On Church linion in Canads™ in
the Qctober number of the Church of Scotland
H. & P. Miss. Recard “ gives the true canse of
the Disruption here, when ke says, ¥In Canads
the sceession was Brought about by a sudden
torrent of cloguence from parties sent out by
tho Free-chureh® of Scalland.

The conclusion aof the common statement
quoted above we hold, then, to be carrect—no
dreamy notions about ‘‘syrapathy™ and Yres-
poasibility” covld warrant the intreduction of
discord into x thinly scattered =sad already
feeble eaough chureh trying to do whatit could
10 promote the gospel in this colony. RBut the
sdmission which precedes the conclusion,
“whatever cause there may bave been for
disruption at home,"~that iz, possidly there
way bave been eause for it al home, we are by
7o means desposed 1o vield without debating.
We bare heard persons, remarking upon the
course of events since the distuplion, alfer the
dilated reflection that it hias been productive of
the highest good to Scotland, as witness two

A o a

Chuorches now where only was one before. We
do not wish to be guilty of impiety in denying
the very orthodox tenet, * whatever is, ig best
—we admit that the Almighty can bring order
out of confusion snd make the wrath of man to
praise him; bot as He held Judns and Phamoh
responsible, so we think ke will hold those
responsible who who were mainly instrumen~
tal in bringing about the disruption, thatis,
taking for granted in the meantime that it was
an evil. The meremaltiplication of churches
by no means proves that “ pure apd undelited
religion™ has made corresponding progress.
We are strongly disposed to doubt whether
that event has produced such beneficial conse-
quences as some church men concede that it”
has dome. We suspect, op no uncharitable
grounds, but from what we have heard and
seen, that maoy have bad their minds terned
away from the grestbusiness of religion to the
disenssion of externals—and many take such
credit to themselves for having joined the
Free-church, so much—was said by itg leaders
about sacrifice~that they rest apon that agt
rather then upon faith inanother and infinitely
more disinterested sacrifice,

The principles, as they are called, of the
Disruption have been prodigiously over-esti-
mated. The most palpable of these is opposi-
lion 10 patronage. Now we think that patro-
asge as it exists in the Church of Scotland hag
nos found so many defenders as itis entitled to
—=has been (oo veadily throwa 1o the wall even
by Churchmea. Ia order to see the righteons-
ness or reasonablencss of i, its history re-
quires to be entered into—and this in the maia
is a3 follows. Tn the time when it took its
rise, there were but two clzsses in the
community the rich sand the poor —Iand
cd proprictors and small fenanls, without
the wexlthy middic classes whickh exist now,
Anything that was to be done for the conntry
at large or for any patticalar scetion of ity had
to be done by the former or weslthier classes—
and so many of the Churches were boilt and
endowed ont of their privatemeans. The pro-
prictor built churches for the accomodation of
his temanis angd dependants vad prid ministers
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for them. Of course he did not consult them
ag to what kind of a minister be was going to
provide, and in these circumstances they could
notexpect to be consulted, but should have been
95 no doubt they were, exceedingly grateful
accepting the services of tiie man of God pro-
vided for them. The same motive that prompted
iandlords to build churches—namely the good
of the people in their service, resulting indeed
indirectly in their own good—alsoe operated to
cause ihem to pracure the best ministers within
their reach. In ibhis way arose much of the
private patronage and who can say that its
origin was iniquitous? Did it not take its rise
rather in benevolence and sacrifice?  And if
any tenants thought that the maa thus provid-
ed for them by the liberality of their supertor
was ot suitable they bhad an vbvious rewedy :
instead of striving (o take from their Jundlord
the right of choosing & minister, 2 right which
no reasonnble man caun doubt, they were at li-
berty to build a church for themselves if they
were able, and pay = minister too.  But it can-
not be said to have been o grievance to them,
thut be who was entirely responsible for sus~
taining the ordinzaces did not first consult
them. The recipients of gifis are not gencrally
allowed to be the choosers of the gifts.

The like can be said in defence of patronage
over churches built and endowed by the govern-
ment. The goterament founded them out of
public Innds-religious property taken from the
papacy, for the good of the people; and it be-
ing 2 quantity which was thus sssigned, the
recipients had o right to dictate the terms of
the bestowal of that gratuity.

Aad on the whole through the system of pa-
tronage worth and taleat have had 2 just re-
cogaition. Patrons have geaerally consulted
those who Biave had charge of the cducavion of
Foung ministers, or these who have had abun-
dant opportunities of knowing about them; and
so they tbat have approved themsclves pious,
industrious and talented in their preparation
for the Church bave been nominated to vacan-
cies. And it is not otherwise with thosewho de-
sy patromage ; with them as well as with the
c3tablished chorch, seme Profcssor or distin-
guished minister at or near the seatof learning
15 the real patron—is applied 1o recommend a
suitable misister, and then his nominee is in-
vited to prexch to the vacaal coagregatioo.
We say that on the whole talents worth and
learning have received their duee from patvons.
Of course there have bren mistakes, yes many
mistakes, committed by patrons in not present-
ing always the best man to parishes at their
disposal; bat, besides that, every parish could
nat have the best man, fallibility is 8 ¢charac-
terestic of everything human, and the most ra-
bid denouncer of patronage dares not say that
when the people have had their own choice
they have always pitched upon the best man.

If any Free-Churchman says that worth and

talent kave not been fairly dealt with by pat- ©
rons, out of his ewn mouth we will condemn |

him. It is a freguent boast that the ¥ flawmer
of the miristry " went out of the Esiablished
Chareh at the disruption. We bear of the clo-

quence, picty, and power of the Jeadess of that |

great movement. Dut these men of glory and
streagth were palrozized: were clevated o
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places of honour, {rust, and usefulness, by pa-
tronage, else they had not beea in ' to come
out” Svmewhat, at least, of real cxcellence
must have been patronized. 1f this is not suffi-
cient 1o show that resl worth was not kept
down by this system, ask whethier or not, since
worth has had au oppartunity of faicly develop-
ing itself during the last nineteen years, it hag
risen with more gigaatic proportious ; so that
the gencrations which have come under the
new state of things are likely to cast in the
shade thuse who were bred uader the Upas-
tree of patronage. Or, if that doees not satisfy,
compare the young generativn of ministers
teained for jatronage with those trained for
popular electivn, and 1bhen answer which of the
wwo systems works best, that is, sccures the
greatest accomplishments combined with ta-
lenis, piety, and zeal.

Patronage has been condemaed as anti-scrip-
tural ; but those who 1ake this ground against
it will have some difficelly in making good the
charge. There is not within the compass of
the Bible a single direct command or precept
cither condemuiug patronnge or commeunding
popular clectivn. If there is, we would like to
have it pointed ovt. The only two passages
everquoted in the coutroversy, to our know-
ledge at least, are Acts i, 16 1o the cnd, apd
Ac vi, 2,6, the former relaling to the ap-
pointment of 2 successor to Judas, the iatter to
the election of deacous. It is waferred that as
there was popular election in both these cases,
it is the wmode of appointing office-bearers in
the church sanclioned by God, and most for
the interests of religion. Now, there is no pa-
rallel betwixt cither of these cases apd the
chaice of a minister in our times.

As to the former case, it is not at all made
out that Matthias and Darsabas were sclected
by the 120, and not by the 11 Apostles; but
whbether wocy were or not, this whole transac-
tion was exteaordirary. 12 was aa Jpostle that
was here being created, and not a minister;
and as an apostie we do not read of Matthias
being sct apart to the office by tbe Iaying on
of hands. Ifthere was no laying on of hands,
thea 1his transaction was not givea to be
followed by comgregations in the obtaining
of » minister. And then, if the matter of popu-
Iar namipation was inteaded to be for perpetual
examplc and obligation, why not alse the nomi~
nation of fivo candidates, and & determining
by 1ot which God will choose? Indecd this
closing part of the transaction is entirely
agaiast the peinciple of poapular election. The
Discipies conid not take it upon themsclves to
make a final choice, but referred it to God;
apd if those men of God, who may be supposed
to bave been possessed of singular discern-
wment, could not txke it upon themseives o
determine what man bad all the gifts and
graces needfal for the office of an spostie, how
is it that rude congregations set up a claim 10
this infallibie pawer?

As to the latter case, it was Descons, officers
charged with altending to the temporal affsirs

. of the congregation, that were concerned, a0

not Presbytlers or ministers. Even in churches
submitling to patronage, the right is concrded
to the people to elect their deacons, o that the
weil-defined and applicable example of the
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early Christians is herein followed.

Excepting those two cases, then, which wo
have seen will not suffice to prove patronage
anti-scriptural, there is not the shadow of an
example or a precept bearing on the case in
the whole Bible. On the contrary, we read of
Paul’s sending Timothy and other disciples to
certain churches, that they might ordain Pres-
byters and put things in order amongst the
brethren. In these cases Paul was the patron.
And it could not be otherwise in those times,
for those times were not like these times; so
that the mere example of thcse times will not
do now, unless there is some direct teaching
on the subject. Paul knew what the people
peeded better than they did themselves, and so

ent those persons to labour amongst them in
he word and doctrine ~hom ke considered
most fit. There was no more the yielding of
the claim of popular election in those cases,
than there i3 when we send missionaries to In-
dia, or Africa, or China, without considering
the wishes of the people of those benighted
lands. Indeed, if this mode of proceeding were
meant to be that designed for the cburch in
after times, it could not in the days of the
Apostles be exemplified. Tnference or example
will not do then,~we must have & direct pre-
cept if we are to be told that patronage is
anti-scriptural. Indeed this claim of popular
election takes for granted a degree of intelli-
gence and independence which is not to be
found in congregations generally ; for the man
who has most money or most friends is the
man who is the actual patron, even in commu-
nities where the claim is allowed.

Those who claim this right for the congrega-
tion at large on the ground of a natural right,
take safer ground on which to rest it than they
who rest the claim on scriptural prescription;
but when it is shified to this grouud, it is open
to be thoroughly discussed. The question is
really and truly a civil or poiitical one, and
not a scriptural or religious one. The outcry
demanding popular clection became clamorous
in Scotland simultancously with the outery for
the extension of the politicsl franchise, pre-
viously to thc passing of the Reform Bill in
1832. And as the political demand did not
originate with the people, but with restless and
selfish demagogues, who tricd to persuade the
masses that they were oppressed,~who flat-
tered the people into belicving themselves of
great importance, and who then rodeinto .ower
and importance upon the shoulders of the people
that they had thus flattered,~just so this cry for
popular clection in obtaining ministers did not
originate with the people, but with ristless and
ambitious spirits among the ministers them-
selves, who strove to convince the people that
their rights were trampled on, and who thus
became the leaders of a party. We do not say
that sclfishness was at the bottom of all the
agitation: there are some men who are natu-
rally demagogucs.

These ceclesiastical Reformers would go far-
ther than the most madical of tho politicsl re-
formers wished to go. There have been few
amongst the latter class who would desire a
universal political franchiso in Greal Britain,
and vct the ccclesiastical reformess wanted
aniversal sufftage in the clection of ministers.
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The same reasons exist for not allowing even
all the male members in a congregation to
have an‘equal voice in the election of a minis-
ter, that exist for not allowing every man pay-
ing something into the treasury to have & vote
in electing a member of parliament. What we
have observed above is evident from the close
alliance betwixt radicals in the state and
church patronage opposers.

The whole question is really a political one,
so that different persons have different views
upon it, as upon other political subjects; and
therefore it shonld not be admitted as in any
way entering into the substance of religion.
Different views on this subject should be made
matter of forbearance,—shculd not be taken so
seriously to heart as to justify secession,—just
as difference of views on ordinary political
topics i3 not considered sufficient cause for
giving up friendships.

This question of patropage was onc of the
most palpable of the questions involved in the
Disruption controversy, although it was not
nearly so much talked of as a shadowy notion
about the State domineering orver the Church,
This matter we sball dismiss with a few sen-
tences. Christ himeself, and bis apostle Paul,
spoke in terms of the highest respect of civil
goverument, and acted accordingly. They
found a government in existence, certainly not
the best government that could be, and yet
they did not teach the people to despise it, or
to attempt the subverting of it, ut rather to
be subject unto it, “rendering to Cmsar the _
things that were Cwmsar’s,” ‘‘the powers that
be are ordained of God.” This is clear and |
definite, and cennot be explained away. Civil
government in most couatries existed before
ccclesiastical government, and independeptly
of it. And there are more definite instructions »
to men to be obedient to civil rulers than tb -
church rulers, just as the authority of civil
rulers is more clénrly acknowledged and pre-
scribed than that of any ecclesiastical rulers
whatsoever. And this is natural; for whilst all
men are not Christiaus, all men are members
of the civil community, and what pcrtains to
the whole of mnankind is of mrre importance
with both God and man than what pertains to
s part only.

This doctrine will be stigmatised as Erastian,
but, if it is true, hard names will not hart its
upholders. It isdifficult to conceivo how there
can be & perfectly independent *f imperium in
imperio.” One ‘¢ other must be supreme, but
Ch.ast said, © My n’ugdom is notof this world,'”
meaning that it was to be humble, private, un-
showy. Some would invert our Saviour’s state-
mont, ard make him say, ¢ This world is my
kingdom,"—woutd have a present kingdom or
church of outward splezdour and independent
power, to be lot. * aver by man, bowerver, in
the person of one or morc viccgerents. But
this can never be without subverling civil
powers, which Christians are forbidden by
Christ to attempt upon any pretext. The great
function of the Christian Church in its preseat
stage, is not governing, but tesching. True,
the time will come whea this world will indeed
becomo the kingdom of Obrist; but this state
of things will be brought about, not by over-
throwing human governments, or by antagon.
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ism to them, but by transfusing the principles
of the Gospel entirely through the hearts of
all parties in the state—subjects, rulers, and
all executive agencies—the proper relation of
the church to the state-~not to oppose but to
influence towards what is good. However,
this question has not advanced one inch towards
asolution by the disruption, as is shown by the
recent Cardrogs case. All human judgments
are fallible ; and perhaps, considering the con-
stitution of ecclasiastical and civil courts, the
Iatter being brought to & much higher degree
of perfection than the former, more complete
Justice may be looked for from Lords of Session
and Chief Justices, than from & conglomeration
of ministerial brains.

Both these questions having arisen out of the
circumstances of the Christian Church, and
having had an importance assigned them
through the subtlety of human speculstion,
which did pot rightly belong to them, we think
that difference of opinion upon them did not
warrant a disruption. All may grant that re-
volution against constituted authority is allow-
able under certain circumstances-—when that
authority abuses its power, and there isno other
remedy than revolution. Things had not come
to tho pass in the Church of Scotland, which
required so urgent a remedy. Ifanything was
wrong within it, there shouid have been a long
and strenuous effort to correct it, remaining in
it. But the Free Church party in rebelling
because they could not immediately have their
own way in the General Assembly, acted in
violation of onc of their own precious prin-
ciples, namely, that tho majority should rule.
If the church was not fulfilling its mission sa-
tisfactorily, then it was manifestly their duty
to remain in it, and strive to put things as they
ought to be. Itig nothing short of petulance
for a member of & society to withdraw from it
because he cannot got his own way. If the Freo
Church agitators, bad right on their side,
surcly it was only nccessary to declare that
right in the Church courts, in order to get men
to believe it; and if they believed that the
right was on their side, then it was their duty
to continue patiently sctting forth that right,
and they would certsinly, in due time have a
majority. But because they could not get a
majority in the church courts, they chose rather
to withdraw from tho church altogether, inop-
position to the fundamental constitution of tho
church courts, that the minority must sabmit
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to the majority. The Free Church was thus,
in the humble opinion of the writer, founded
upon irrepressible pride, and the subversion of
constitutional principles.

But we are of a different opinion from “A
Layman,” who cites the Cardross case as
arguing against & union. Notwithstanding
that the Free Church has foregone any claim
to Government money, it cannot free itself
from civil supervision and go, itsleaders ought
to be now convinced, that the ground they took
on “ going out” was very doubtful, and there-
fore they will not throw the blame on the
church establisked, for not avcomplishing what
the church free cannot accomplish. If they
were guided by the logic of events, they would
no longer stickle for what they called their
principle, but be prepared 10 coalesce agnin.

In conclusion, what bas all this that has been
said about patronage, and state control to do
with the question of Unien? Much, very much.
On our part it will beget charity, if it has the
effect designed, seeing the questions which se-
parate them from us are of huma- devising re-
sulting from speculations upon interences sup-
posed to be derived from the word of God.
On the part of the other church, as showing
that if there is to be a union betwixt us and
them, it will not be because we have no faith
in our own position and principles. As there
can be no real friendship or love that is not
founded on respect, we would wish the other
partirs, at least to respect us, and koow that
we can give & reason for our peculiar tenets.
If that reason will not satisfy them as to the
correctness of our posilion, it satisfies us, and
they ought to give us credit for integrity, for
actiog upon our convictions. We have been
exhibiting a view of two questions, which bas
been ridiculed and regarded as indefensible,
but we trust that we bave succeeded in show-
ing that it is not after all so ridiculous, and in-
defensible. One thing will be probably evident
to any onc who reads tho foregoing humble re-
marksg, and it i3 this, that it is a pity that sudb-
jects involved in so much obscurity, and about
which so much can be said, on ono side and
the otber, should have been allowed to take
such a deep hold as they bave done on the
minds of men, 2ud burry them into contentions
and schisms.

One letter more, Mr. Editor, and you will
have the last of the discussion by
- TipegBurepos.-

Homan Eafacombs.
No. IX.—Concluded.

——y

ART IN THE CATACOXNBS.

In the Catacombs we may study the
first productions of Christian Art. They
are rude in ex2cution, deficient iu spint,
and strikingly void of invention and ima-
gination ; but, nevertheless, the most ex-
pressive and interesting of all those glorious
conceptions which Christianity has inspired
the genius of man to embody in painting

and sculpture, for they help us to read the
thoughts and conditions of those who exe-
cuted them, even more vividly than later
schools of art assist us in rcalizin% the spi-
rit of the nge which gave them birth and
cherished them. In their roughness we
see another proof of the destitute circum-
stances cf the church, which possessed few
members wealily ~nough to bestow much



356

on the decoration of their tombs, evan if
Christian artists of skill couid then be found
to aceept their bounty ; in their style, both
of execntion and arrangement, we pereeive
the prevalent influence of Roman art, and
therein the influence of the former habits
of the Christian upon his after life; but,
above all, in the subjects chosen, and in the
manner of their treatinent, we have laid
bare the mind of the Roman Christian, the
truths he delighted most to dwell upon,
and the aspect in which he most frequertly
regarded certain facts, and the general tone
and "urn of his thoughts and feelings.
TLe matziials for the study are abundant,
and their bearing many sided. So far as
they elucidate the internal history of the
Christian church, they are most iuteresting
to us, but they are otherwise important as
affording information for the first clapter
of Christian art. Such a history should
trace the relation of Christian to hea-
then art, from which it must have de-
rived its outward form at least. But a
glance will suffice to remark a s'rong siimi-
larity. The general character of their exe-
cution is alike, so much so that the high
antiquity of a great many paintings in the
Catacombs is confilently ascertiined from
their resemblance in style to coeval pro-
ductions of bheathen Rome. Not that they
are cqual in delineation or finish, but sin-
ply executed in accordance with the same
canons of proportion and the same rules of
colouring. The arrangement of the subjects
likewise corresponds minutely. This is de-
pendent on the architectural plan, which
in the Christian and heathen tombs is much
the same.  Modifications were introduced
to fit the sepulchral vaults of the Christian,
for the double purpose of barial and wor-
<hip, to which they were devoted, but in
their principal features they resemble one
another. Both are sometimes square,
sometimes oblong, generally four-sided, but
sometimes six or eight-siled ; the roofs of
both are vaalted, and the walls occupied by
the graves. These are of two classes, either
simple horizontal apertures, only large
enough to admit a budy, such as line the
galleries of the christian cemetery through-
out; or more extensive reperiories called
arcosolin, which were formed by excavating
inthewall asarcophagus,with an arched rvof.
Inthe Christian cemeteries the less preten-
tious graves were clused by thin tablets of ter-
racotta ormarble, attached perpenlicularly
to the opening with moriar or cement; on
the sarcophiagi of the arcisolia was laid )
marble slab, afterwards probably nsed a;
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an altar. That many of the arcosolic are
of later date than the first thres centuries,
and were prepared for the honourable rest-
ing place of ashes which had lung lain in
puace in humbler niches, is highly proba-
ble; for then it had become the habit of
the church to offer up the sacramental ele-
mentsonly over amartyr’srelics, and nume-
rous altars would therefore be set up in the
Catacombs, where there had previously
been only a grave, while many other graves
would be bereft of their contents to sanc-
tify aitars in all parts of the world.

But the many arcosilia of later date are
imitations of the carlicr, which are fac si-
miles of thuse already existing in Roman
tombs. In the celebrated tomb of the
nasons we have a guod example of heathen
hypogea of that period : the arabesque de-
corations of which are in the style of those
in the Catacombs, and its walls are likewise
perforated with arcusolia,vaulted and paint-
ad after the same rale as the Christian. In
their outward form there is little ditference,
in their spirit the Jifference is wide as the
heaven is high above the earth ; for while
the Roman adorned lhis last resting place
from motives of pride and osteutation, the-
Christian decorated the sepulchral cham-
ber, which he had hewn out large and spa
cious for purposes of worship and cate-
chetical instruction, that the impression on
the half-cducated assembly who wet with-
in it might be beightened.

The ecarly convert likewise brought over
with him a love of symbolism. Iu the pa-
gan worship and ritual it occupied a pro-
minent place. Every deity wasknown by
some symbol, almost cvery natural object
had acquired a symbolical significance.
Accustoimed as he would therefore be to
their use and interpretation, he would in-
stinctively transfer their employnent to bis
new religion.  Nor would the attempt be
difficult or unsuccessful, for Chiristian doe-
trine supplies a wide field for their inven
tion and appropriate applications. Em-
Lleins, thercfore, are the most abundant,
as they were probably the earliest, speci-
mens of the Christian art illustrated by the
Catacombs. They were easily executed,
could be painted or scratched anywhere,
ceven on the rudest tablet, and were highly
expressive. But probably of almost as great
an antiquity arc many of the more clabo-
rate subjects which cover the arched roofs
of the chapels and arcosolia. These, how-
ever, are generally only expanded symbols,
their subjects being almost invariably typi-
cal and not imitative. To imitative art
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indeed the primitive Christian would feel a
religious repugnance, lest it should lead him
back int> idolatry. He would shrink from
any attempt at painting a direct represen-
tation of the object of his worship, lest
with his strong sensuous propensities he
should relapse into what with such difficul-
ty he had torn himself free from. While,
therefore employing painting as a vehicle
for the enunciation of his thoughts ard
emotions, and as an instrument of instruc-
tion, he would confine the range of subjects
to such objects and events as bore only an
indirect reference to the facts or doctrines
he intended thcm to illustrate. Hence the
large proportion of subjects from the Old
Testament prophetic of the character and
mission of our Saviour, and hence the se-
lection of such scenes from the New as
represent Christ in a symbolic act, for in-
stance, the multiplication of the loaves and
fishes,— a miracle which is intimately sug-
gestive of the atonement by the death and
crucifixion of Jesus,—of his giving his hody
to be broken and his blood to be shed, by
the exercise of that divine power an.d under
the instigation of that same divine love,
which enabled and impelled him to pro-

duce the sustenance necessary to support’

;]lge fainting bodies of those who flocked to
im.

A free employment of symbols and sym-
bolical paintings would thercfore answer
the several purposes of a powerful mode of
self-utterance, of instruction, and of archi-
tectural decoration, without exposing them
to the danger which might accrue from
paintings of a different class.

Symbolism is, moreover, the allegory of
art, supplying the place of the parable in
writing ; and as the parable is best suited
to the instruction of infancy, symbolical
painting would be most usefully employed
and best appreciated by the church in the
early stages of its growth; for not only
does it forcibly illustrate a truth, but also
tends to expand the compass of Christian
thought by leading the mind onward froma
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tender and loving Saviour appear, than any
delineation uf his character given in more
explicit terms! Or takeagain the frequent-
ly recurring emblem of the duve holding
in its mouth an olive leaf. As it stands
alone at every turn of the Catacombs, it is
a parable declaring the merey of God, re-
calling the event which led to the adoption
of the emblem, and thence carrying the
mind onward to the Christian truths of
which the deluge, the ark, and the dove
were prophecies.

The symbols of the Catacombs may be
divided into two broad classes. There are
those which hieroglyphically denote the
name and occupation of the deceased ; thus
a lion is placed over against the name of a
man called Pontius Leo, and the imple-
ments of the trade of the deccased are
sometimes painted on his tombstone. Onec
interesting group contains the tools of a
wool-carder ; another of a carpenter; and
several have been discovered with the spade,
picks, trowels, &c., of the fossors. Besides
thus indicating his occupation, the tools
themselves were perhaps sometimes buried
or exposed to view vn the grave, as several
curiously curiously shaped instruments have
been turned up, which the superstitiously
disposed have conceived to be implements
of torture, but which bear a strong resem-
Llance to more common-place contrivances.
These symbols, however, are few in num-
ber, compared with those which were in-
tended to convey a religious idea.

A mere list of the most constantly
recurring is all that can be given. It
is. necessarily incomplete, and may in-
clude some which were not introduced till
after ages, and which were therefore added
to those already in the Catacombs by their
restorers in the sixth century; but the
greater number wero the conception of the
primitive church, and their execution on
tne rough marble or terra-cotta slab occu-
pied the skill of the first Christian artists.

The monogram of our Lord’s name ac-
companies many of the epitaphs. It is

central ideato others immediately orremo- | formed of the two initial letters of the
tely connected with it, or contrariwise point- | Greek word for Christ, xpiworos, superincum-
ingioward from a truth distanily related to | benton one anuther, the arms of the x being

the greater whenco it derived its signifi-

sometimes inclined and sometimes not. The

cance. Take, for instance, the allegory of | Greek letters Alpha a and Omega w are
the Good Shepherd, the favourite sabject | often added even to these examples, which
of the artists of the Catacombs. What a | exhibit signs of the highest antiquity, an
host of delightful associations cluster round | argument in favour of the_carly reception

tho person of our Lord under that endear-

of the Apocalypse by the Roman Church.

ing aspect, and how much more attractive | This emblem is found not only upon the

does that illustration, whether expressed in
word or in the language of ari, make the

walls, but upon most of the rings, seals,
aud bronze or terracotta lamps, which
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have been at one time or another exhumed
from the Catacombs,

The cross occurs as being the most sig-
pificant symbol of the central truth of
Christianity, but never the crucifix or any
other emblem or painting indicative of suf-
fering or anguish. The sufferings and
death of our Lord are intimated in the fa-
vourite emblem of the Lamb, but it would
have been tampering with the holiest and
tenderest feelings of the Christian soul to
give their meditations on so awful a sub-
Ject such expression as Christian art de-
!i%hted afterwards in doing. It was only
where the religion of Jesus had ceased to
be the religion of peace and love,—when
sacrifice and not mercy was demanded of
its followers,~when mortification of the
flesh and not humility of spirit wag' re-
garded as a cardinal virtue, that the Chris-
tian came to gloat over the bodily anguish
of his Lord and depict it in the most
appalling colours which an inflamed ima-
gination could devise. Roule Rochette,
a French writer, whose work is interdicted
at Rome, beautifully remarks, “To look
at the Catacombs alone, it might be sup-
posed that persecution had there no vic-
tims, since there is no allnsion made to suf-
fering, Perhaps I may be allowed to add,
that a series of paintings like that of S,
Stefano de Rotundo, filled with all the
scenes of barbarity which the rage of ex-
ecutioners could devise or the constancy
of martyrs support, honours less the faith
which 1inspires such images or which re-
sisted such trials than the paintings of the
Catacombs, generally so pure, so peaceful
in their object and intention, where it
seerus the gospel ought to have met with
no enemies, appearing so gentle, so ready
to forgive.” Lord Lindsay remarks on
the same subject, “The agony, the érown
of thorns, the nails, the spear, seem all to
be forgotten in the falness of joy brought
by the resnrrection. This is the theme—
Christ’s resurrection and that of the church
in his person, on which in their peculiar
language the artists of the Catacombs
seem never weary of expatiating: death
swallowed up in victory and the victor
crowned with the amaranth wreath of im-
mortality, is the vision ever before their
eyes, with a vividness of anticipation which
we, who have been born to this belief, can
but feebly realize?

Most of the ewblems reiterate this glo-
rious hope. The palm branch encircling
the record of the Christian’s death is the
Christian's answer to the inquiry, “Ifa
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man die shall he live again,” and this an-
swer he repeats by many another sign even
enlisting the heathen emblems of the pea-
cock and the Pheniz—the peacock stand-
ing sometimes on a globe, still more em-
phatieally to proclaim the victory over
death and the world.

And while thus declaring his hope of
everlasting life he often expressed his sure
confidence in God at all times and under
all circumstances by the emblem of the
anchor or by a ship riding prosperously
through the waves toward a port some-
times in sight and at others noi; an em-
blem interpreted by most of the early
Christian writers as referring also to the
church at large, which its officers are guid-
ing by the star of Bethlechem amidst the
dangers Which surround it on all sides to
the haven of eternal rest. The same em-
blem is found on a heathen’s tomb at
Pompeii. As used by him it must have
expressed his hesitating trust in an un-
known God, when launching upon the
dark sea of death ; but the Christian alone
could use it whether in life or death in its
full significance. -

Another emblem—the fish—often found
in the Catacombs, is as often referred to in
the literature of that age, where it is ap-
plied to baptism and also to the Eucharist.
Its popularity was secured, when nien de-
lighted in allegorical and cabalistic vaga-
ries, by the Greek word which expresses
it being an acrostic, the letters of which
stand for the initials of the name and titles
of our Savioar, 'Incois xpirrds 8eob Hios Swrhp,
“ Jesus Christ, the Son of God, the Saviour.”
In their explanation of the emblem, the
Fathers run into endless puerilities. Ter-
tuilian applying it to baptism, says: “ We
are little fish born in water and ovly saved
by its agency.” Jerome referring it to
Chnist, says: “ He is the fish in whose
mouth was found the tax or tribute money
to be paid to those who demand it, where-
by alone Peter and all other sioners can be
redeemed.” Augustin, in reference proba-
bly to it and another emblem likewise
found in the Catacombs—a basket of bread
and fish—when speaking of the Eucharist,
calls it the feast “in which the fish is sct
before us, which, drawn forth from the deep,
becomes the food of pious mortals.® These
references prove that when onee au em-
blem was adopted, though at first in illus-
tration of on obvious truth, the utmost in-
genuity was expended in enlarging the
scope of its reference,—=a result beneficial
in some respects, but injurions in others,
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Symbols of the Deity are rare if indeed
any occur among those of the first period.
The kand of the Almighty issuing from a
cloud—the ecarliest emblem of the God the
Father—is seen in two or three instaunces.
‘The dove, emblematic of the Holy Ghost,
represents the third person of the Trinity
in such pictures; but their number is
small in the extreme. Christ, in his hu-
man nature, is often depicted, and most of
the symbols refer metaphorically to hiwm ;
but as God, the Christians of the primitive
Church were content to worship him, te-
verence forbidding any attempt at reduc
ing to visible and tangible form, what the
soul in its most exalted moments cannot
comprehend or fully attain unto.

The following are some other emblems of
amore or less frequent occurrence

The Ox.

The Stag, snggestive of Psalm xlii.

The Horse, very rare,

The Hare, the church persecuted by its
enemies,

The dss, on a glass buttle from the Ca-
tacombs but not found among the frescoes.

The ZLamb, typical of both Christ and
his disciples.

The Gloat, the errant members of the
Church sometimes carried on the should-
ders of the Good Shepherd.

The Cock, emblematic of vigilance.

The Pelican, in reference to Psalm ai, 6.

The Serpent, there as ever before and
stace with rare exceptions emblematic of
Satan.

A leart, fram whick is growing a palm
Granch.

The Palm-tree, the cmblem of constan-
cy. victory, and of 2 good man, Ps. xcii, 12.

The Vine, an emblem of Christ.

The Olive, peace and plenty.

Scales, emblematic of justice.

Arrows, the Word of God (3).

The almnost total absence from the pain-
tings of the nimbus or glorig with which
afterwards the head of Christ as well as of
the saints was invariably encircled is a de-
<cisive proof of their antignity. The symbol
wasderived from heathien Roman arg, having
been first borrowed from the East, and
was not adopfed till some time in the
fourth century by Christian artists. When
it does occur it is in its simplest form—a
plsin ring around the heads of both Christ
and his disciples—and in 2 very fow instan-
<es asimple cruciforms nimbus, distinguish-
ing our Saviour.

The pecularities which strike one most
forcibly iu looking over the paintings are
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the large number of subjects selected from
the Old Testament and their frequent re-
petition ; which is in proportion to those
from the New Testament as ten to one.
May not this be accepted as another proof
of a preponderating Jewish influence in the
carly Roman Church? Their symbolical
and typical character has been already re-
ferred to, as well as their exceution and ge-
neral arrangement, in which more taste is
displayed than their other artistic qualities
betray. A list of someof the most common
is suljoined. Herotofore they haveall at-
tractud too little attention both from the
antiquary who through them might gain
a wmore vivid insight into some points of
the domestic iife of the early Christian
especially their dress and ornaments and
their devotional observances, than from any
other source; and from the investigator
into the history of early Christian art, who
might there discover the earliest examples
of those typical formis which it is his object
to trace throughout all the changes which
art underwent,and who among their trea-
swres would find a mine of most precious
information, enriching him where hitherto
he bhad been poorest. At any rate they
set at resl the question of the rise of
painting in the primitive churth, and
lead to the opinion that it was their too
general employment and growing abuse, by
reason of a departure from the earlier
choice of subjects, that excited theappre-
hension of the Council of Eliberis.

Froy e Oup TesTanexT.

Paradise, a2 mount on which stands a
lamb, from which issue four streams.

Adam aud Eve, on cither side of the
tree of knowledge ; the tree is somstimes
fantastically shaped like a dragon.

Abraham sacrificing Isaac, and Isaac car-
rying the wood for the sacrifice.

Noabh in the Ark; he is generally repre-
sented as a beardless youth.

Moses taking off his shoes, receiving the
law, and striking the rock.

Elijak being taken up to heaven ina
four horsed chariot.

Daniel in the lion's den and the three
children in the furnace.

Jouah in all the incidents of his life.

FroM trE Aprocavraa.

Tobias and the fish.
Susannab and the Elders,
Frox 1iie New TestaMENT.

Christ giving the rolls to the four Evan-
golists.
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Christ, between the Old and New Tes-
tament, symbolically represented by two
baskets ; the first with three, the othar with
four rolls of parchments.

Herod and the Magi.

The Magi offering their gifts ; the num-
ber of the wise men varies,

Christ being baptized in Jordan.—An
important composition of late date over
the baptistry of Saint Pontianus.

Christ and the women of Samaria.

Christ healing the paralytic.

Christ curing the blind man.

Christ raising Lazarus.

Christ multiplying the loaves and fishes.

Christ blessing a child.

Peter sinking in the waves,

The triumpbal entry.

The wise virgins—they carry torches in
accordance with the Roman custom, though
provided with oil vessels in accordance
with the narrative.

The same at the feast,

Christ is most often represented as the
Good Shepherd ; he is gonerally figured as
a beardless youth, dressed in a short tunic
and buskins, a lamb or goat upon his
shoulders, and others around him; some-
timescarrying also astaffand Pandesn pipes.
The subject isin its composition more varied
than any other but still there is a monoto-
nous sameness in its multiplied repetitions.

‘The subject on which the artists of the
Catacombs display most skill—probably be-
cause they had Roman models to work
upon—is that of Orpheus taming the wild
beasts of the forests by the music of his
lyre,—illustrative probab'y of the power of
the gospel, to tame the unruly passions of
the soul by the harmony which it restores
between God and man. These pictures of
Orpbeus and a few others are interesting
as showing what use the early Christinn
made of the mythological fables, with
which he had been familiar from infancy,
and in which he was now enabled to see
a deeper meaning than before, regarding
them as presentiments of that clearer
knowledge with which he was now blessed.

In a few rare instances, however, Pagan
ideas are found commingled with Christ-
ian, to an extent beyond what we might
have expected: Thus in the Catacomb of
St. Pretextst occurs & series of paintings,
spirited and well executed,which would have
beer more appropriate decorations of a
tomb at Cumwx or Pompeii. The back
of the arcosoleum which they cover is oc-
cupied by a scene in which eleven figures
are introduced. It seems to represent the
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initiation of a woman into the Church un-
derthesemblance of herinvitation to a feast.
In it there is no great departure from the
prevalentstyle; but the two paintings on
the vault are unlike anything else in the
Catacombs. In the first the deceased is
being drawn by four fiery steeds, when
stopped by Mercury, carrying his caduceus,
who summons himn to the other world;
where, in the next picture, Jupiter and his
consort are seen passing sentence on the
dead, who are ushered in by the messen-
ger of the infernal regions.

Besides the paintings there have been
found, chiefly in the Catacomb of the Va-
tican, some richly sculptured marble sar-
dophagi; to which however it is admitted
on all sides there cannot be assigned an
earlier datc than the fifth century, as
they betray unequivocal marks of a de-
cadence in style, and as the primitive
Christians were suspicious of sculpture,
owing to its more ultimate association with
heathen rites than painting. They afford,
therefore, material for tracing the different
steps in the degeneracy of art, and are,
moreover curious as illustrating the doctri-
nal changes which kept pace with the de-
cay of taste. One point is very striking,
viz, the conspicuous position which Peter
occupies in them, in coraparison with. what
be did in the earlier paintings. Many other
objects of art of the samne late peried have
been brought to light, including bronze
and terra-cotta lamps, signet rings, and
portions of between three and four hundred
bottles, ornamented with some devices, and
in some instances richly enamelled.

In conclusion, the writer begs to express
his extreme regret for the arrogant tone
in which he gavevent to certain opinionsthat
have not unreasonably occasioned much
dissatisfaction, and while he admits the jus-
tice, in many respects, of all the answers
which appeared in last month’s issue, he
desires to thank the second and third cor-
respondents for the moderation with which
they treated him.

Tronroves Coxvictiox oF Siv.—Iu one of tae
regiments of the American army anIrish Cath-
olic, whose mind has been deeply impressed by
the Spirit of God, came to the chaplain for in-
struction. True to bis religious training, he
began by confessing his sins. Said he: ©I
don't want to tell ye about my sims. I jist
want to say that I'm = mass of sins meself. To
tell you the truth, sir, 'm sin itself, and no-
thing else.” Taught by the Spirit alone, he
was led to use almost the same striking lan-
guage with the Apostle Paul: ¢ It is no more
1, but sin that dwelleth in me. Who shall de-
liver me from the body of this death?



THE PRESBYTFRIAN.

361

@he Chneely of Sreofland.

THE MODERATOR ON INNOVATIONS IN
PUBLIC WORSHIP.

At alate meeting of the Synod of Aberdeen,
the following overture on the above subject
was introduced.

“It is overtured to the Venerable the Gener-
al Assembly, by the Synod of Aberdeen, that,
whereas it is known that individual ministers
of this Church, for some time past, have been
avowedly introducing innovations in public
worship, inconsistent both with the the laws and
ordinary usage of the Church, so as to cause
much uneasiness to many members there-
of, as also to generate dispuies, and cause
schisms, to the evident detriment of the inter-
ests of evangelical religion :  May it therefore
please your Venerable House to take such
steps as may, in your wisdom, seemr most suit-
able for the purpose of remedying this growing
evil, and restoring unity to the Church.”

After a pause,

Dr. Bisset said it would have been very de-
sirable, ifan overture of thiskind was to have
beenbrought forward, that there had been some-
thing like a condescendance upon what the
Rev. Gentleman who introduced it, had al-
luded toas innovations.  Meantime, the over-
ture was something like, to use a Scottish
phrase, a “blind parable.” The Rev. gen-
tleman had said it was well koown that
several innovations had been made but
he had not specified any of them. One
would imagine, from his language that some
terrible enterprise was going on within the
Church. If the Rev. gentleman alluded to
ceririn suggestions thrown out by him (Dr. B.)
in an address which, as Moderator, he had had
the honour to deliver at the close oflast Gene-
ral Assembly, if so, he had only to say that the
multitude of letters which he had received from
clergymen and laymen in all parts of Scotland
was ten to one of what he could bave antici-
pated, all very highly approving of the views
he had indicated in that address. The Rev.
geatleman should have begun by proposing
that the Moderator of the last General Assem~
bly .hould be censured by this Court, of which
he is & member, for his audacity in expressing
these views and opinions. If innovation con-
sisted in thinking it a seemly thing, in singing
the praises of the Lord, when lifting up their
voices to lift up their bodies too—taking away
the semblance of laziness at least in that part
of worship ; if innovation consited in thinking it
more reverend 1o bow or kneel than to stand
during prayer—if these were the innovations
to which the Rev. gentleman alluded in terms
of alarm—for himself, he hoped to live to sce
the day when both these innovations would be
upiversally adopted in the Church. It was
a matter of historical certainty that parts of
our forms were adopted on the principle of de-
viating as far as possible from that corrupt
Church from which our fore-fathers separated,
but when threc centuries bad elapsed since
then surely, it was time for consideration whe-
ther it was of advactage that we should be
bound hand to foot to every iota of the services

as laid down by these worthy men. But the
fact is we are the great innovators now. What
was asked but that they should return to the
better practice of their fathers ?  He had spok-
en to some of his brethren, some time ago, on
the subject of suggesting that the prayers should
be shurtened us to length, and multiplied as to
number ; and while he and many others felt
the want of a liturgical form, that they should
read ome, two, or three of the Penitential
Psalms of David; and he had been told by
clergymen who had adopted this practice bow
delightfulfit had been to themselves, and how ec-
ceptable andedifying to their people. To read
one of the penitential [salms wasreally a prayer
whereas it was the opinion of many of the most
enlightened men that, in ordinary cases they
are, in coming to worship in our Churches, en-
tirely at the discretion of the officiating minis-
ter, and that the words of his mouth were real-
ly away before they had time to realise them,
Now, he said that an innovation of the char-
acter he had described was very greatly to be
desired indeed, and he repeated that he hoped
to sec the day when all prejudiceson that head
should vanish. There was no individual who
would be more loath than bimself to see inno-
vations necedlessly introduced into the Church
of Scotland, but he held that there was no part
of ti.cir worship that was so stereotyped as to
preclude men from thinking and suggesting
what they believed would be an improvement;
and if the mind and feeling of a great majority
of u congregation pointed in the direction which
he had indicated, then he took his stand upon
what was a cardinal point, upon which every
Reformed Church in the world must rest—that
is, the liberty of private judgment. They all
bound{themselves to submit to the doctrine, dis-
cipline, and worship of the Church; tut if the
innovations pointed at were mercely those
to which he now alluded, the mover of
this overture and his supporters might as well
think of putting their shoulders to stop an
earthquake as to prevent those gentlemen, in
different parts of Scotland, who had taken up
| this matter as a matter of conscience and
duty, carrying forward those changes. After
alluding to the greatly increased intercourse
between this country and £ngland, he said he
should r¢joice if the two Churches should re-
cousider some of the non-essential characteris-
tics by which they were now distinguished,
when perhaps prejudices might be rubbed off
which have divided them. After some further
observations on the satisfaction which changes
such as he bad indicated had given in the con-
| gregations of Dr. Lee, and St. Andrews, Edin.
{ burgh, &c., the Rev. Doctor concluded by say-
ing that he thought the overture nnnecessary
and inexpedient. He, therefore moved its re-
jection.
After some further discussion, on the recom-
j meudation of several members of Synod, the
| overture was withdrawn.

Whoever endeavours to do all the good he
can will do much more than he imagines, or
will ever know till the day of judgmeat.
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Belos of the Ehneches.

The Episcopalians in Scotland have ma-
nifested an increased flutter throughout
their little community during the present
month. Qur readers, are aware that the
old Scottish service for the Holy Commu-
nion differs from the form observed in the
English Church, having a decided leaning
to the Romish doctrine of transubstantia-
tion. On this ground, it was offensive to
the members of the Church of England,
settled in Scotland; and for some time
past the two were used according to the
preferences of the congregation, the Scot-
tish form being counsidered of primary au-
thority. In July last an Episcopal Synod
agreed, by a narrow majority, to depose
the Scottish form from its place of honour,
to tolerate it only in those congregations
that had long been accustomed to its use,
and to prohibit its adoption in uny new
congregation that might be formed. This
decision was sent down to the different
dioceses, and is to be finally settled at an
adjourned synod which is soon to meet.
Neither parties are satisfied. The adhe-
rents of the Scottish form writhe under
their defeat, while the supporters of the
English office threaten, unless the Scottish
form is prohibited altogether, to secede
from the communion and form relations
with the Church of England.

The International Exhibition, which has
drawn so many visitors to London during
the present season, has caused also an un-
usual amount of activity among the religious
and benevolent societies. Among others,
the Sunday School Union resolved to take
advantage of the presence of so many friends
of religious education in the metropolis,
and held a Conference of their friends, at
which various questions relating to the
organization and management of Sunday-
schools were discussed. There was but
onc opiniop in the Conference, that the
end of Sunday-school instruction ought to
be religious impression, not secular attain-
ments, and that the teachers should be per-
sonally impressed with the solemnities of
their work. The Conference sat for three
days, and the whole proceedings were of an
interesting character, and evinced great
cordiality and unity of fecling among Sun-
day-school teachers.

According to the new policy of the Im-
perial Government with regard to the Chris-
tian religion in China, no man who becomes
a convert to the doctrines of the Lord of

Heaven is to be molested on that account,
or compelled to contribute to the expenses
of idolatrous processions; but if any diffe-
rence is to be made betwzen the Christian
convert and the old religionist, it is to be
in favour of the former. It is true that
this proclamation is issued directly in favour
of the Roman Catholics; and we have here
an illustration of the pains taken by the
French secular authorities, in all possible
ways, to advance the interests of the eccle-
stastical power; but of course the same
advantages will be given to the Protestants.
British Christians may, therefore, thank-
fully recognise tbe fact that their many
prayers. have been answered, and that a
wide door and effectual is now opened
through the whole extent of the empire of
China. It remains to be seen whether they
will have courage and faith enough to rise
up and possess the land.

We regret to learn the death of the wife
of Dr. Livingston. She left this country
in the middle of last year, and bad onl
joined her husband in Africa about three
months, when she expired, from fever, at
Shupana. She leaves five children—the:
eldest about sixteen, and the youngest from
three to four years of age—who are at pre-
sent in Scotland. Mrs. Livingstone ‘was-
the daughter of that veteran missionary,
the Rev. Robert Moffat. The doctor acute-
ly feels his loss. At the date of the last
advices, Dr. Livingstone was about to pro-
ceed to Mozambique and Johabna. By
the mail which brings this last news, we
have also the painful intelligence cf the
death of one son of the Rev. Robert Moffat,
and the dangerous illness of another. Mr.
Robert Moffat, jun., died suddenly near
Durraman, in Mosilikatse’s country; and
Mr. John Smith Moffat, his brother, has
been compelled, from the cause we have
stated, to leave that country, with his wife.
May the sympathy and prayersof thefriends
of missions follow him in his enforced retire-
ment ! and especially may both be called
forth on behalf of that vencrated and de-
voted servant of Christ, his father, who has
been thus thrice smitten in the persons of
his children.

As shewing the progress ofthe gospel, in
Madagascar, Mr, Ellis from the London mis-
sionary Society, says that for more thana
week, after hisarrival there, his house was
continually thronged with Christians from
difterent points, rejoicing in the promise of
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more missionaries. The chief dissapointinent
which they felt, he says, arises from his
having no coples of the Scriptures, In
some congregationsthere is nota Bible, and
they hear it read only when a minister or
friend comes from the capital. Yet, he
adds, their faith is simple, Scriptural and
with no deviations from the great essential
truths of the gospel, and no visionary erra-
tic opinions. Religion they make an ear-
nest personal concern.

They have rustic temporary churches.
In one congregation he met with anatten-
dance of more than fifteen handred. The
people fill the places of worship on Sunday
soon after daybreak, and crowd them with
successive congregations till five in the
afternoon. No deseription, he says, can
convey any correct idea of the serivusness,
apparent devotion, and deep feeling of
these assemblies.

Mr. Ellis is occasionally sent for by the
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King, and high officers to read in
English. They use the Bible presented to
the King's father by the London Missionary
Society in 1821, before the days of the des-
olating fury of the now dead Queen, his
widow. Conversation follows on what has
been read. He has at his house for in-
struction several sons of the nobles; and
the Sabbath before the writing of his letter
he had held a service, which he hopes to
be permitted to continue, in the royal pre-
sence, at the palace. “I have seen nothing
yet,” he says, “ to diminish the high opin-
ionI have formed of the strength and purity
of the religious feeling among the people.
Yet, he adds, that although the Christians
may be counted by thousands, they are
still the minority. The King has made a
grant of extremely eligible grounds, which
were missionary premises before the perse-
cution, and important arrangements are
now in progress.

Belipions and Beseriphibe,

TIME'S FUNERAL MARCHES.

Addison felt the irrepressible yearnings of
imwmortality, and with prophetic eye looked for-
award to the closing act of Tifne's great drama
-as consummated in the ¢ wreck of matter and
the crash of worlds.’ ¢Passingaway,’is writ-
ten upon the proudest monuments of earth-
born grandeur, and everything points to the
time when Nature shall die, and God and angels
shall come and lay her in the grave.
The whole earth is one vast mausoleum of
buried greatness, and we are daily treading
over the graves of many generations.

The glory and greatness of man, as de-
veloped under the most favourable auspices,
secm to be transitory and evanescent in their
<character ; and in some parts of the earth, the
great lights of civilization, learning and re-
finement are paling their ineffectual fires before
the baleful shadows of ignorance,idolatry, and
superstition. In Asia Minor, the traveller
treads upon a soil rich in historic lore, and the
recollections of a glorious past, while the pre-
sent population is degraded by :gnorance and
slavery. The glory and splendor of twenty
different nations that rose and flourished there
have been extinguished, and the star of their
former greatness has set in the gloom of a
starless night, on which no future morrow shall
ever rise.  The herdsman’s flock and the wild
beasts of the wilderness, now wander over the
tombs of Achilles and Hector ; and the throne
of Mitbridates and the Antiochuses, and the
once splendid paiaces of Priam and Creesus,
are now masses of shapeless ruins, over which
the destroyer Time has driven his ruthless and
desolating ploughshare.

The wealthy werchants and crafty tradesmen
of Smyraa do not now stop to inquire where

Homer was born, and the rich mellow gky of
aucient and once proud Iona noc longer inspires
orators, painters, or poets. or lights the waning
fires of & zealous and devoted patriotism. The
same dark and terrible doom hangs like the
gloomy pall of death over the Lanks of Jordan
and Euphrates. The commonwealth of Israel
is blotted from the map of nations; the golden
Iyres of David aud Isaizh are no longer swept
by living bands; and the voiceless silence of
death reigns supreme, where music once ra-
vished the happy bearts of busy thousands.

The wandering Arab, without a home or a
country, now comes, indifferent and unmoved,
torest the poles of his tent against the ghattered
columns of Palmyra, and make his bed upon
the crumbling fragments of thrones and crowns
—Babylon, the peerless Queen of Empires, bas
not escaped the common fate, and she has also
fallen beneath thc crushing stroke of an inevi-
table destiny; and that proud city, which
swayed the sceptre of supreme power over the
oppressed trites of Asia’s tceming millions, I .8
scarcely left behind it a trace of its former
greatness, or & crumbling pillar to show where
the ramparts of Semiramis once stood.

BEHOLD THE LAMB.

Holy Father, bebold the Soa most holy, who
for me bath suffered so unholy things. Re-
member, most merciful King, who it is that suf-
fers, and graciously remember also for whom
He suffers. Is not this, O my Lord, that inno-
cent One, whom, though a Son, Thou gavest up-
that Thou wightest redeem a servant? Is not
this the Author of Life, who, led as a sheep to
the slaughter, and becoming obedient to Thee,
even to the death, did not fear the most cruel
and violentend? Remember, O Thou ix whose
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purpose lies our whole salvation, that this is
the same whom, though begotten of Thy power,
Thou didst willto become partaker of my weuk-
ness. Truly this is Thy Deity which has as-
sumed my nature; which in the flesh ascended
that shameful gibbet, and suffered the sad pun-
ishment of the cross. Let the cyes of Thy
majesty loo’ once again, O Lord wy God, on
the work of Thine ineffuble love. Look upen
Thy dear Son thus stretched and racked. Be-
held the innocent hands flowing with sacred
blood : zsud by this propitiation forgive the
crimes which my hands hare perpetrated. Con-
sider the bare <lae pierced with the cracl spear,
and renew me by the wasbing of that sacred
stream, which I believe had there its source.

Sce thespotless feet, which dic 15t stand in
the way of sinners, but walked always in Thy
law, now transfixed with horrid rails, and per-
fect my goings in Thy paths, and mercifully
teach me to abhor all unrighteous ways. The
way of unrightcousaess put far from me, and
cause me to choose the way of truth. Ibesecch
Thee, O King of saints, by this Saintof saints,
by this my Redecmer, make me to run in the
way of Thy commandments, that I may be one
with Him in spirit who did not shrink {rom be-
ing clothed in my flesh. Dost not thou regard,
most Holy Father, the most precious head of
Thy beloved Son drooping from His neck re-
laxed indeath ?

The bare breast gleans white, the side shows
Ted with blood, the racked bowels are parched,
languor dims the gracious cyes, the kingly fea-
tures grow palc and wap, the stretched-out
arms stiffen, the marble limbs hang painfully,
a stream of blood stecps the traushixed feet.
Father in glory, behold the Son of Thine sc-
ceptance thus wounded and torn, and gracious-
I¥ remember what my frame is.  View the
punishment of the God-man, and rclieve the
miscry of man created. Sec th~ penalty .. -
flicted on the Redeemer, and forgive the sin
of the tedecemed.  This, is He, U my Lard,
whom Thou bast bruised for the sins of Thy
people through Himself, Thy Beloved, in whom
Thou art wcll plcased. This is that innoceat
Oac in whom there was found no guile, and
who was yet cut off among the transgressors.
—St. Jugustin's Manucl of Derolion.

THE ORANGE TREE.

In the garden of a2 m=n of rank, Gotihold
was shown a young omnge tree bearing fruit,
part of which was nlmast ripe, and part still
small and green.  He was told that in warm
countsics, sach as Spain aad lualy, where it
allains to its {all hcight and perfection, the
omange lree is found, so to speak, continually
sciving man ; inasmuch as ripe and hzlf-ripe
fruit, and cven blossom, may all he scen upon
it at onc and the same time, e thereupon re-
plicd: It would be the same with our cannmon
apple and pear trees,were it not Jfor the sever-
ity of the cold in winter. In spring, when
hey burst the bud, and are gradualiy adornced
by natare with leaves, and flowers, and frait,
you may alrezdy Gnd the leal and fmmit bads
with which ther intend to gain oar love and
sdmiration in the year to come. In harvesy,
toq, when the foliage drops off, these remain as
the bope of the following summer, atd can be
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recognlsed and ‘distingdished by ihe skilful
gardener. From the inanimate creatures let
us learn our duty. Nature continues in in-
cessant action ; and having once received from
her omnipotent Creator the command to min-
ister to man with her fertility, she never
pauses, but works, germinates, and produces
in succession, leaves, flowers, and fruits, tot’.
utmost of her ability. And why shouid uoe
we do the same, sceing that God has not only
made aud planted, but even watered us with
the blood and Spirit of His tear Son, to the
end thnt we may bear fruits of love and gra-
titude both to Him and our ncighbor? There
can be no doubt that in all the plants of right-
cousness which He has planted there is anever
active and prolific power; for, in the remark-
able words ot the Apostle, * As many as are
led by the Spirit of God,they are the sons of
God’ (Rom. viii. 14); and again. ‘The love
of Christ constraineth us’ (2 Car. v. 14).
When they have performed one work of love,
or borne one fruit of rightcousacss to the glory
of God and the service of the brethren, they
are already in spirit bearing fresh blossoms,
and pondering on others. Be it summer or win-
ter, never do you find them withaut good fruit,
or, a. least, never without blussoms, lewves,
and fruit-buds ; by which I mean, holy and sin-
ceredesires and resolutions to advance God's
glory, and be servicezble to mankind. They
are partakers of the divine nature (2 Pet.i. 4.).
and have the spirit ard the mind of Christ
(1 Cor. ii. 16).

Jesus, my Lord, without Thee, we can do
nothing. Abide Thou inmec, and I in Thee
(John xv. 3), and then never sball T want
cither fruitfulnessor fruit.— Gotthold's Emblems.

‘1 THE LORD DO KEEP IT.

In wandering througha country churchayird
the abovoe words mcet my cye. They were in-
scribed on the tombstone of a little infant, just
permitted to glance into oar world, uad then
recalled to bleom for cver in the presence of
God. Christian reader! do no* these words of
precious truth afford great consolation in the
praspect of death which awaitsus?  Soon will
it beours to hear the message, ‘Sct thy house
in ordes, for thon shalt dic.” Our vears ghide
rapidly away, the sands of life will cre long
have run out, and our course on carth shall be
finished. We must dic, and return to theearth
from wheace we were takea.  But donot these
words of our covenani-keeping God shed amay
of light over the gloomy perials of the tomb;
do ther not tell us that the Keeper of lamacl,
who never slumbers, ¢ watches our sleeping
dast, and when the glotions morning of the
resurtection shall dawn, and the archangel's
voice shall awake the dead, cvery partticle of
our dust shall be reunited?  Then shall “ihis
corraptible put on incerruptibility, and this
mottal pat on immortality. .

Tnconverted reader! pause and think! You
fo» must quit this carthly scenc and pass iato
clesnity.  The pleasures of Lhis life, which you
now csteetn so highiy, are but transituty, and
will swifily recede from your grasp, snd a
voice, to which you must give hived, shall pro-
claim, *Thy soul is required of thee ‘How
will it be with thee in the swellings of Jor2aa
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Are you willing to buffet its waves alone, and
1o lie down in the dark grave without the pre-
sence of death’s Conqueror? True, your body
shall rise again ; but if you have no interestin
the blood of Jesus, you will only awake ‘to
shame and everlasting contempt.’ Itisnotyet
too late for you to obtain pardon. Flee at
once to Him who died to zave you, and *rose
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( again for our jostification.’ Then, when earth's
joys are fading .nd death is approaching, you
will be able witk joyful assurance to say, ‘I
know in whom I have believed, and am per-
suaded thatHe is able to keep that which I have
committed to Him against that day.

M. F.

@hilbren's Cormer.

A BIBLE STORY, OLD YET EVER NEW.

“Tell me a Bible story, mamma,” asked
Willie. #Tell about God’s drowning the
world. What for did he?” The people were
so wicked they would not try to please God.

¢ He was Iind.” Oh yes, for e 'et bis warm
sun shfhe on their ficlds, and they bad litile
brooks; and he gave them grapes, and olives,
aud corn, and roscs, and lilacs.

‘t nd did they hare lambs?®  Lambs, and hor-
ses, and cows. God gave them every thing to
be good and usefu’ and heppy with. But for
all that they never thanked God ; they did not
love and mind him. They bebaved naughtily,
and brought up their little boys and girls to be
very naughty too. That gricved God very
mucl, because he loves little children, and he
wants them to love him.

¢ Did not God tell them he should punisk them
if they did s0?” He sent good Noah to tell
them. Noah tried every way to persuade them
1o leave off their evil ways; but they only
laughed and made light of him. Then God
told Noah to baild a great covered boat. He
cut dowa the trees and got out the timber; and

the wicked carpenters, I daresay, belped him

to builgd it.

“ That was good to help Noakh” But as they
bad no Acar? in the work, it did them no good.

Finally the ark was done. It had onc door,
and ore little window at the top. Then God
sent clephants, and lions, and every kind of
crestare, two by two, to Noah's yard, in order
to be put in the ark. And Noah got birds of
a1 sorts, rodbins, doves, sparrows, cagles—and
they flew in at the window.

insects came. There was room for =ll.

Noab putin provender for the cattle, and corn .

and froit for food. God made ali those crea-
tares gentle and peaceadle and willing to go.

I suppose the swicked men said Noak was gomng
10 sc? un o mcnageric” Perhaps so.  Then
Noah and his wife, and his three sons and their
wives, went in, and God shat the door.

Black clouds filled the sky, and the drops
fcil thick and fast. It rained and rained and
mained for forty days and nights, and the rivess
began 1o rise, and the watess filled the roads
and covered the ficlds, and rosc higher and

higher, over the tops of the barns, and the tops |

of the treex, and the tops of the highest hills,

until all the wicked folks were drowned, and |

it was only waler, water everswhere.

# Nook wncs mof afraid”  Because he was safe
in God's hands  God can save people if they
trust him and do as he says.

“ How loay di2 tAcystayinthe a7k Almost
3 ®haleyear  Loag after it had done mainisg,

And =il sorts of
And

Noah wished to know whether the waters were
drying up, so he went in among his birds and
took 2 raven, 1nd let it fly out of the window.
The raven never came back. 1t is a fierce bird,
and perhaps it did not like the ark.

When Noah fouud the :aven did not return,
be went in to his birds ageinp, and picked out o
gentle dove, and sent her forth. The little
dove flew round and round, and not finding a
brand.k to pirch on, or rest for the sole of her
foot, shc thought of ber little perchin the ark,
and fleww tack. Noah heard her peck at the
window, and be took his little bird in.

la seven days he let her fiy outasecond time.
Ob, what didshe find ? Some green trees. Did
she stay and hop on the branches, and dress
bier feathers, and sing in the beautiful snnshine,
and forget all zsbout Noah? That it what &
bird who thought only of herself would do.
But that was no! what this kind little dove did.
1t picked a green sprig to carry back to Noah.
1t knew, I think, how it would please him, and
she flew over the waters as fast as her wings
could carry her. Noah saw her coming. He
saw what she had inher bill. Do you notsnp-
posc they were very glad to sec a green leaf
! agrin ? Yes, indecd.

Noah kept his dove seven days ionger, and
then he 1ct ber go out of the ark with all his
! large family. The ark at length stopped on
| mount Ararat, and God opcacd the door of the
! ark, and told them to come out. Do you not
i think it was a happy day ? How glad the
t the lambs were to frisk in the ficlds again, and
I the cattle to chew a fresh cud, and the lions to
' roar in the forcst, and the fies to buzz in the
air, and the birds to build their nests among
. the leaves.  Theseail in their way praised God.

; And Noah, what did he do? He built analtar
and offered aa offering to God for his goodness
hic and ail his fawily. Obh, it was so good 20
behold the blue skyand besutifel dear carth
agaian.

Ou Should at you think the people would be afraid

. of enother droizning 7  God promised never to

drowa the world again ; bat, lest they should

be afraid, ke pul a mialow in the say to keep
us in muind of his promise. Oh, how beautiful
it is! How bright the colours, red, yellow,
green, biac.
** Reautifal bow, in merer given—
A token of love to earth fromm heaven.”
# Bat won't Ged punish wicked folks now 77

" asked Willie. Yex, for the Bible says, ** God

_is anpry with the wicked every day.” © Thea
where shall ] hide, 3f I do naaghty 7™ asked ihe

‘ litde boy.  “ In the bosom of Jesus Chnst, o
ark of rcfage from the storm,” cied motlker,

. pressiag hes Jitle one to her heart.
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THE LITTLE CROSS-BEARER.

A pirTie girl, with a sweet, thoughtful face
slowly uttered these words. She was sitting
begide her baby-sister, who was playing with
her “ alphabet-blocks” upon the floor, and these
lineshad caught her eye, and evidently brought
something into her mind of which she wished
to speak.

“ Mamma, what is a cross-bearer? While I
was out yesterday with Aunt Jane, we mettwo
ladies, and ihey looked at me very kindly ; but
as they went by I heard one of them say, ¢ Poor
child, she i3 a little cross-bearer! How can I
be & cross bearer?”

If she bad watched her wnother closely she
would have seen the cxpression of pain that
passed over tL-1 mother's face, and the tears
that started tc ber eyes as the question was
asked; but s» only noticed the fond lcok with
which she was always greeted.

“ Do you th ok of anything, little daughter,
that grieves yeu very much, somectimes, and
that you wish, o~ used to wish, you might not
nave to trouble you ?”

Onc thing bad often troubled that young
heart.

* Why yes mamma; a great while ago, when
I wes first buri, and the doctor said I must
always bo lame and use crutches, I felt very
badly; and sometines, when I bave seen the
girls running and playing so merrily on the
green, I have wished I could run and jump too.
Bat I am happy now. 1Ilove to play with sis-
ter, or sit and read and talk with you; itisali
right, you know, for you have said Jesus never
lets his little ones suffer more than is good for
them ; and don’t you think I’'m one of his little
ones, mamma? Pm suro I love him. Butis
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that what they meant? Am I a little cross-
bearer because I am lame and can't walk with-
out help any more?” And the dear child took
up her crutches, and with their aid moved along
close to her mother, and, sittingdown at her
feet, looked up into her face.

The tears crept out of the mother’s eyes now,
for they would not be keptback longer, but
her band was Iaid lovingly on her little crip-
pled daughter’s hend as she answered, “ Yes,
darling; that is what they meant. We all
have some cross to bear. The dear Saviour
selected yours, and if you are bearing it pa-
tiently and cheerfully for his sake he knows it;
and one day he will take it away and give you
a harp and a crown instead.”

Yes, young reader, ¢ we will all have some
cross tobear.” There are trials, great or small,
for everybody, even for such as you. Is any
little sufferer reading these lines? Deag child,
your suffering is your cross. Are you strug-
gling under it—impatient, murmuring, or arc
you a patient little cross-bearer?

Is any child reading this who thinks he or
she cannot help being angry or fretful many
times & day? Your vexations, and all those
things which seem to you good causes for anger
or fretfulness, are your crosses. Would it not
be much better to bear them meckly, since you
can be sure of help to do so if you ask forit?
Ought you not so to bear them? Is not this
one of the ways in which you can show your
love to Christ? And will be, who is the great
Cross-bearer, ever call you home to receive &
crown, if you fret and murmur under cvery
cross he lzys upon you? Ah, what if Jour
cross were as heavy as those which some little
children have to bear.

Sabbatl) Headings.

** Blesaed arethe dead which dio in the Lord from
henceforth.”—REV. xiv. 13

The deadin Christ ave blessed when they dic.
The charter of their happiness is dated at the
moment of departure. In the text it is expressly
said to begin “ from henceforth:” or more
literally * from .vow.”

Blessings manifold arc seattered by o Father's
hand upon the path of a Ghristian through the
present world. The blessoms of hope open
sweetly here ; but the fruit of enjoyment ripens
fully beyond the boundary in a better clime.
¥ Godlinessis profitable untoall things, having
the promise of the lifc that notw is, and also of
that which is fo come™ A Christian would
not exchange lots with the children of this
world, when their cup is at the fullest, cven for
the period of this present life. Rut, nt thehest,
the life of faith on carth is neither pecfect
purity, not perfect peace. Sunshineand shadow
irvegularly aliernate kere :it is not Ul they
reach the prepared mansions of thoe Father's
housc that sin and sorrow wholly cease. *There
shall be no night there ™

To 2 heart that lontkes sin and longs for
holiness, it is a gladsome promise that no defil-
ing thing shall be permitted to enter heaven.

This hope brightens lifc over all its breadth,
and converts even the gloomy grave into a gate
ia the wall between timmeand etermity, through
which the ransomed enter their rest.

Death is not an interTuption of immortal life.
4As tho projectile that begins and for a short
stage prosccutes its movement within the
canpon’s closc dark womb, continues its move-
men3, free in space after it hasleft the cannon’s
lip; so this spirit which God hasbreathad into
man holds on its free ficet way in cternity after
it has been flung forth from tho body on the
utmost verge of time. Immortal life begun can
suffer no cclipse.

A few years ago the © Hungarian,” a mail-
steamer from Liverpool to Portland, wwas lost
near the American coast, with all on board.
Not one escaped to tell the cause of the disas-
ter. Soon afterwards the ship's clock was cast
ashore, with the bands pointing tocleven; and
thus the death of many deaths was precisely
known. The shock, whether by an cxplosion
from within or contact with a rock without—
the shock which threw all the ship's contents
abroad upon the ocean, smade the clock stand
still. The samc blow doublless made many
busy hearts cease suddenly their beating.  Jut
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the immortel spirils, several hundreds in pum-
ber, shot by that impulse into eternity, like
showers of falling stars into a wintry sky, lived
on without interruption in the surrounding in-
finite, The index of this life that throbs within
me, when it i3 gathered on the shore of
eternity in the resurrection day, will not be
found standing where it pointed on the day of
death. “ Let us meke man in our own image,”
said the Father of our spirits in the Council
where humanity was planned. That creature
of God, made last, made best, was wound up
at first to go for ever. The shock that broke
up thesoul’s material encasement did not arrest
the life-movement of the soul.

From henceforth—from the instant of disso-
lotion—the life flows uninterruptedly on, like
ariver when itemerges from beneath an Alpine
glacier ; butitss™sand sorrows cease. Blessed-
ness unmingled, unending then begins. Evil
is left behind at the boundary, and the spirit,
unencumbered, undefiled, thenceforth walks
with God in perfect peace.

The change is very sudden, and very great.
The thought of it may well give us frequent
pause as we glide swiftly along life’s current.
The last honrs of & Christian on this side may
b2 occupied in bearing the pain  discase, in
soothing weeping friends, iu counsslling youn-
ger survivors, or even in finally closing his
secular accounts; from thke midst of these
occupations the life leaps into a region which
knows neither suffering nor sin. While the
pendulum of the clock in the chamber of death

i3 meking one throb to the left, that forgiven

sinner lies suffering ere the peadulum has made
its next throb to the right, that perfected saint
is free.

Yea, auith the Spirit, that they may rest from their la-
?{um; and their worksdo follow them.”"—Rev. Xiv.
Trwo constituent clemeats of the blessedaess
which the sav »d enjoy from the moment of their
departure, arce expressed with remarkeble pre-
cision in the text : ¥ That they may rest from
their 1zbours, and their works do follow them.”
These two reenlts are, in the originsi, more
distinct from cach other, and more sharply
contrasted, thau the reader can discover from
tho English translation. The two things cor-
. rectly indicated by © labours™ and ® works”
are closcly connetted, but scparable in their
pature, and actualiy scparated in fact. Iu all
human cfiort these two things are; in greater
or less measure, combined,—the cxhaustion of
the worker by his exertion, aud the resalting
efficct of his work. On the onc side is thesufi-
ering of tho operater, oa the other the product
of his toil. The textintimates that, in the ex-
pericnce of the saved, the first Will cease at
death, and the sccond will continue after it
The disciples of the Lord, whea they are cailed
from this world, will be wholly cinancipated
from labour ; but they will be permitted stll
to work. The burden of working will be re-
moved; baut the enjoyment of working will
Temain permanenlly.  The servants will be
released from toil ; Fet not condemned to idle-
ness.
Itis a law of the new creativn that all who
hogpe in Christ work for the world. Tomenia
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the body work is burdensome, even the work of
faith and love. As long as the spirit is right,
a Christian will not become wearied of the
work which his Master may appoint; but he
will be wearied in it, more or less, until he
leave this body bebind n the dust.

Two young men were disporting on the ice
of a Scottish lake. One, approaching incau-
tiously & treacherous spot, fell through. His
companion came quickly to the rescue. Him-
831f sometimes in the water and sometimes on
the ice, he many times grasped the drowaing
man, and drew him considerably above the
surface; but each time the weight of the wet
and peralysed body prevailed; each time it
sank again, until at last the worker’s strength
was exhausted, and the victim perished. Had
you been there when for the 1ast time that strong
willing worker drew with all bis might to save
} & sinking brother, and then lay down exhausted,

leaving that brother to sink, you would have
| & workman wearied by his work)] His hands
| were wearied with thegreatness of hisoffert, see
and his heart was weary because the effort had
failed. Such is the work to which Christians
are called in the world, #nd such often, though
not always, are the disappointments which they
meet. At death the weariness of the worker
will wholly cease ; but,—

Theworking will goon without inferruplion.
—Labour refers to the toil andured, work to
the effect actually accomplished. Work, con-
| sidered not s a wearisome burden, but as 8
{ joyful activity, goes over with the cmancipated
| saints, as if Lo keep them company iu thebetter
| land. Such is the precise import of the terms
in the original. As the body is left behind at
the border, while the soul pursues itscourse and
onters the world of spirits alone, so the painful
Iabour with which & Christian’s work is accom-
peniced here is laid aside when he dies, while
glad lightsome activity goes over wi.h him and
abides for ever. Fatigue, like the body that
bears it is left in the grave ; work, like the
spirit, is immortal. Those who dic in the Lord
will, after death,be like the angels in their
freedom from cencumbering corporeal relations;
they will also be like the angels in the painless
unwearying cnergy of their service. # He
maketh his ministers & flame of fire.® * They
shzll mourt up with wings as cagles; they
shall Tun and not be weary; and they shall
walk and not faint.”

Lzssoxs oF War—A fasouritc simatagem
of Satan ia his warfare is to induce us to ap-
prehend danger on the side where it does not
exist, and to cmploy our strength on = mistak-
cn object.  This is the main feature of bis tac-
tics. Scareely have we entered the tworld,
when he raises the cry of battle: want and po-
very are at our door, and must be driven back, nt
whatsoever hazard to the hopes =nd interests of
cternity. Ont neighbours hie represents, are
our rivals of cnemics, envring our prosperity,
and plotting our destruction ; and safety and
honour seem both to summon us to the strife.
Deccived by his treachervus alarms, we take
the ficld in consternation, and xre never per-
mitied to recover from our groundicss fears,
Gl all the real interests of our exislence are
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perhaps lost for ever. For, standing to our
arms against what are but the phantoms of
human ils, we are speiled, without a struggle, of
our confidence in the love the carve, and the
promises of God,—that solid pledge and sub-
stance of all that is valuable and dear to man!

It is directly from him thst every form of
temporal protection and supply is to be sought.
The only serious danger that can approach a
boman being in the present world, is 2 heart
geparated from the Lord, by practical neglect
of this high and unchangeable law. Let it be
our supreme aim in the campaiga of life, to

THE PRESBYTERIAN.

preserve an obedient, heart-felt trust in his
word through Jesus Ohrist, and nothing that
is necessary to buman happiness can be want-
ing to our condition. It is therefore an exam-
ple of the greatest weakness, as well as guilt,
to permit ourselves to be seduced from this ca-
pital position, where all our precious wealth
for soul and body is gathered together, to wage
a long and exhausting war upon the dreary
confines of life, for the possession of things that
cenuot be lost if this be preserved, nor preserv-
ed if this be lost.

Yoy

TO A DAUGHTER.
Thoa art going up life’'s way ;
I am going down:
The cross thou hast not lifted yet;
1 am pear my crowa.

Scarce hast thou tasted earthly joys;
I bave drank, yet thirst:

Nor grief nor sorrow stir thy heart;
Mine is nigh to burst.

Friends are thronging rouad thy path;
Mine mostly are in beaven:

Love yet isin tho bud for thee;
Its fruit to me is given.

There's light and beauty on thy brow;
Mine i3 dall and sear:

Healtk, hope, and courage gird thee now ;
I'm weary, weary here.

Life opens fair and bright to thee,
Like the sunny Spring ;

Heaven seems brighter far to me,
And earth is vanishing.

Soon I shall stand where angels sing,
Glad on yonder shore,

And fold my spirit’s tired wing,
Resting evermore.

There I will wait for thee, my child,
Storing my heart's full love ;

God guard and guide thee safely on,
Joining our lives above.

VALUE OF TIME.

To-morrow, Lord, is thine,
Lodged in thy sovercign hand;

And if its sun arise and shine,
It shines by thy command.

The present moment flies,
And bears our lifc away:

Oh make thy screants truly wise,
That they may live to-day.

Since on this winged Loar
Eternity is hung,

Waken by thine almighty power
The aged and the young.

Quc thiag demands our care;
Oh, be it still pursued!

Lest, slighted once, the season fair
Should never be rencwed,

Let sinners seck His grace
Whose wrath they cannot bear;

FIy 10 the shelter of His cross,
And find salvatior there.

THE HUMAN SOUL.

tWhat is the thing of greatest price
The whole creatioa round,—
That which was lost in paradise,
That which in Christ is found ?

The soul of man—Jehovah's breath,
Which keeps two worlds at strife:
Hell moves beneath to work its death,

Heaven stoops to give it life.

God, to redeem it, did not spare
His well-beloved 5on;

Jesus, to save it, deigned to bear
The sins of all in one.

And js the treasure borne below
In earthly vessels frail?

Oan none its utmost valoe knpw
Till flesh and spirit fail?

Then let us gather round the Cross,
This knowledge 1o obtain,

Not by the soul’s cternal Joss,
But everlasting gain? .

HOW WE LEARN. ~

Great truths are desrly bought. The common
truth
Such as men give and take from day to day,
Comes in the common walk of easy life
Blown by the carcless wind across our wsy.
Boughtin the market at the corrent price,
Bred of the smilejthe jest, perchance the
It tells no tales of daring or of worth, [bowl;
Nor pierces even the surface of a soul.

Great truths are greatly won: nok fornd by
chance,
Nor wafted on the breath of summer-dream;
But grasped in the great struggle of the souli,
Hard buffeting withadverse wind azd stream

Not in the general mart *mid corn and wine;
Not in the merchandise of gold and gems;
Not in the world’s gy hall of midnight mirth,

Not in the blaze of regal diadems.
But in the day of conflict, fear and grief,
When }:hc strong bard of God, put forth in
might
Ploaghs uf» the subsoil of the stagnaat heart,
And brings the imprisoned troth-seed 20 the
light.

Wrang from tho troubled spirit in hard hours
Of weakness; solitude, nerchance of pain,
Trath springs like harvestfrom the well plough-

cd field
Ana the soul feeds it bas not Wwept in vain.




