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God forbid that 1 shonld glory, save in (he Cross of our Lord

Jesus Cn.rist; by \vhomlh;;vorm:s Crfu?itled to ;c, and lo

the world.—8¢, Paul, Gal. vi, 14,
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pECEMDBER 18, 1827,

CALENDAR.

Ducamren 19—Suaday—Fourth of Advent.

20—Manday—S. Laurence Justian B.
from Sih Septr.

2l—"Tvesday—S. Thomas Apast Danh I ¢i.

B. Semnid!

ST. MARY'S CATECHISTICAL SOCIETY.
Pursuant to notice, a Quarterly Meeting of this Society took
place on Sunday evening last, immediately afier Vespers, in
the Vestry of St. Mary's—the Very Rev. T. L. Connolly, VP,
in the Chair, assisted by the Rev. Messrs. Haonsn, and Daly.

22—Wednesday—S. Francis Burgia . Semid 10th: The wreting was a most numerous one, the members, general-
{

Qctober.
. 23—Thursday—8. Hedwidgis Queen W
17th QOctober.
2t-—Inday—Viail [ Nativiry.
25—Saturday—Natisaty  of Qur Lord Jesus Clrist
Doub I el with Qet.
SRR RN TWIALN S L L ITTIL T ST T Ll
RIGIIT REV. DR, WALSIHL,

We find the fullowing cxiracts in reference to his Lurdsiiip;
in a Iate numbher of the Phuladelphia Cathoiic Herald :—

** The Bishop of Habfax, the Rt. Rev. Dr. Walsh, is now
sojourmng in our city, to the great delight of all who have had
the pleasvre of being fmruduced to him."

** OrpiNaTioN.—On Thursday, 11th Noveinber, the Bishap of!
Phiiodelplua conferred ‘Tonsure and Minor Orders, in his do-!
mestic chapel, on Ildisond Q. $. Waldron.

¢ On Sunday, 14th inst.. the Bishep of Halifax, at the re-
quest of the Bishap of Philadelphia, eonferred the stered Order
of Subdeacanship on Edmond Q. 8. Waldren, in the same ¢ha-
pel, and un Sunday last the order a! Deaconship.

¢ CoxrrntatioN.—In Sain. Juhn the Baptisi's Chureh, Ma
nyuek, 112 persous were confirmed on Sunday Jast by the
Right Rev. Dr, Walsh, Bishop of Halifax. The Bishop of]
Philadelphia preached at Mass. The church has been Jately
enlarged to meet the increase of the congregation, wader the
direction of its zealous pastor, Rev. David Mulholland.”

In addition to the =tove, we understand that lelters have
her i roceived stating fhat his Lordship accompanicd by the
Right Rev. Dr. Hughes, the distinguished Bishop of New
York, intended Jeaving Philadelphia in the exly part of this
month for Baltimore and Washington, cn route to St. Joseph’s,

i
idow from,
}
ttan classes in Christian Doctrine be held during the mouth of

iy, eviacing every desire to forward the objects of the Society.
The 1outine business having beew disposed of, a resolution
passed at the Jast quarterly meeting—that an examination of

December, and arrangements to that effect be made ot the next
mnceting—1was taken up for consideration, when the following
arrangements were made - Moved Ly the Rev. Mr. Hanuun,
szcanded by Mr. J. Quinan, ‘Fhat the ecxamination of the class-
¢s at 8t. Mary's take place on Sunday the 26th icst., and at
$t. Patrick’s on Sunday the 2nd. January next--that three
premiums be allowed for each class, and four of a more valua-
ble kind, being one for each of the foor divisions into which the
classes are to be divided, The following Jadies@ad gentlemsen
v.ere appointed committees for making arrangement for the ex+
amination :—For St. Marv’s, malo department, Messrs. J
Quinan, A. Murphy, and P. Walsh; female department, Mrs.
Boyle, Mrs. Walsh, and Miss McSweeny.  For St. Patrick’s,
male depastment, Messrs, D. Creamer, J. Barron, and Alex'r.
McDanaid ; female depariment, Mrs. Creamer, dirs. Lnglish,
and Miss Hiffernan. 1t wes then moved by the Hon. Fdward
Kenny, and seconded by the Rev. Mr. Hannan, "T'hat the sum
of twenty one pounds be appropriated to the purchase of tho
various premiams to be awarded—which, being put from the
chair, was afirmed. .

A proposition was made to the cflect that provision be made
for 2 supply of clothing for the pooter class of children attend-
ing catechism ; but from the lateness of the hour it was dechied
more advisable to call a apécial meeting of the Society assoon
as convenient, for the purpass of considering what awange-
ments can be made. The following gentlemen were appoipted
a committes o assist the officers in the government of the {nale
classesat St Mary'si—Messrs P. Walsh, J. Fiizgerald, A.Mur-
phy,and J. Quinan. ‘The follawing Ladies & .Gentlemen wera
then proposed as members and admitted:—Mrs £. O’'Breu, Nirs
Metsler, Messrs M. Grifin, P. Frahill. W. Mabar, Geg. Ca-
hoon, aud J. Harley. = There being no further business hefare
the Chair the meeting adjouraed

Yammeughurgh—tho Mother House of the Sisters of Clarity.

P. J. COMPTON, Secretary
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General Entelligence. .

UNITED STA'TES.
Ty the Editor of the Freeman's Journal and Catholic Register:
DR. JIUGHES ON KERWAN'S LETTERS.

Dean Stk :—1 see a certain work annoygeed, and much
Janded in several of the newspapers. entitled * Kirwan's Letterd
to Bishop liughes.’ 1 have not read these letters though I
have twice attempted to do so.  Why they were addressed to
me, I caanot comprelend. It s said by some who piobably
know und care aslittle about the matter as I do, that the author
of * Kirwan's Lctters to Bishop Hughes' is acertan Mr Me
Murray, a Presbyterian clerg ywan of El zabethtown, New Jer-
sey. Itis of little consequence whether this be so or not.—
The writer proclaims himself a countryman of mine and from
intrinsic evidence, which a glauce at his letters is suflicient to
to furnish, 1 feas his statement in his behalf is but 00 true.—
He must charge it to a lingering affection for Old Ireland, our
common mother, if I take the hberty of saying-that [ would ra-
ther he had heen anybodyelse's countryman.  But there 1s no
semedy. Ircland happily, has but few such sons as he, and
over what she would regard as their ingratituds there is lefito
her but the melancholy privilege of shedding a muther'a tear
for the waywarduess, in this instance of 3 vemute and erring
child. In the ingenuous suphistry of maternal affection, she
would, a0 doubt, frame excuses for him, in thathe withdrew
“his young limbs from thosc chains that have been rivetted on
hers for centusies—in that ker misfortuncs caused him to be
snatched from her bosom, and consigned toforeign mairans wiho
albeis most charitably disposed towards the boy, loved not his
mother. In the charity of affection she could forgive him all
that miglht be attributable to the mere accidents of his youth,
but lier heart ‘vouldfeel an additional pang 1f she were ta know
that any som of her’s, far beyond the western horizon that
bounds her vision, could be so untrue to her and 1 hinself as
in tho maturity of his years to make a boast of his apustacy and
rejoice in the calamitities of his childhoud.

Ot myself, so far as I have been able to read um, Kirwan
has spoken in terms of personal respect. o professes to re-
goard me as a man of talents, of whom esea Ireland need nut be
ashamed. e has no sympaihy with those men whoa few
years ago, attempted to bear me dawn by the rudeness of their
assault. Ia all this Kirwan does honor 10 lamsell; Fuat when
on the other hand, in order to damuge the Chureh he has fursa-
ken, he imputes to me a want of sincerity in my beliet and pro-
fession of the Cathwlic faith, he does grest injustice to the ge-
nerous instinet of his }rish nature—and betrays ouly the bad ef
fect of his Presbyterian training, The insinuation ie, that being
a man of talents like himself, I must sec the pretended errors of
the Catholic Church, as he does, that I have a public part to
sustain, and that I sustain it ircespective «f the better light
which he supposes [ must have, as a private individual. This
is a very injurions imputation. It destroys in my mind, the
valus of any courtesy which he may have intended to use to-
wards me personally.

I know not by what right Kirwan could have indulged in this
strange speculrtion : but it saggests o me an idea which may
or may not, be ‘ounded. We all know that Atheists, for in-
stance, seem impelled by some paramonnt interior haw of

their being, to speak of religion as if it were no concern of
theits.  Wa know that those who have resour.ecd the Catholic

faith seem governed by thesamo law, in referenca to the comi-
munivn which they have fursaken, and 8 little jnsight of the
human heart, cunfinned by the testimony of persons who have
gone through the melancholy expérience, will sufficiently ac-
count for what would otherwise seem faexplicable.  ‘The Pro-
testant -vho enters the Church, by the increase of his belief,
fitlg up a void in bis heart, and is afterwards more engaged with
the fulness of faith which he has received, than with the vacui-
ty which he loft behind. But when the transition is in the
othor dircction, as in Kirwan's case, the mind becomey engaged
1a the unnatural attempt to expel frons jtself tho sabstance of
faith and to satisfy itscif, instead, with ihe emptiness of nega-
tive belief. Such minds, in spite of their efloris, must live, in
a certain senee, an the old stock of their relizious conviciiony,
even by combatting what they cannat altogether destroy.

Our Protestant friends have rejoiced abundamly in the occa-
sional 41! of some unhappy priest of our communion. ‘These
were genorally unfortusate men before their transitivn, and
after straggling by a process such as we have reierred 1o, for
years, vee find many of them returning again, and with tears
qcknowlcf)’ging that their apostacy was but the act of passion—
that they did vt disbelieve the Churel:, but were angry witk
her—that their writing against her had a dooble object, to gra-
1ifv their resentmen?, end if possible to wear out the coavie.
tions of 1 or teachings, from their trovbled breasts, Whether
Kirwan's case is analogous it is not fur me to say.  But, av ail
evems | protest against his applying to me any unworthy test
with v hich Lis own consciousiess of tatives may, or may hot,
have made him familiar,

The object of Kirwan's Jetters is to show the reasons why he
left the Catholic Charch, and the reasons why he cazunot return,
Certandy he is al hiberly to write on any subject, and give his
raasons, aliiough the public never asked for them, so faras}
know; nor is it to Catholics especially, of the least importance
whether lie retura or not.  He would not have been wmisved,
and even if he had, the Church has been amply compensated,
1o the accession of very unmerous and distizgnished Protestant
clergymen, botlh in Burope and America. For his own sako
alono has the quesiion of lus leaving or returning, any, the
smallest consequence.  Yet his lettors appeay to have attracted
some attention. which s to he asciibed not to any novelty in the
pretended argement, but to a ccriain sprightliness of style in
assailing the dectrines of the Catholie Church, which renders
them a pleacing coutrast to the filthy volumes that have been
written on the same side and on the same subject. It is even
said that the writer has secured for them a portion of public at-
tention by the fact of publishing the name of Bishop Hughes
and concealing the name of the writer. Be all this as it may,
they have attzacted somo notice, and it is not unteasonable tu
suppose that many Protesiants who have 1cad them would be
disposed to hiear what might be said on the other side of the
questior.. Under this view of the case, 1 propuse to publish a
series of letters in your Journal, on the same great topics which
Kirwan has discussed,~and whereas he has pnblished reasons
for having Jcft the Catholic Church, and for refusing to return,
the object of my letters will be to show that no Catholic ought
1o forsake his Church, and that ail Protestants who have a zcal
for their salvation ought 10 enter her communion with as little
delay as possible. ‘This being the object of my letters, it will
be quite .nnn'eces;ary for me to refer to the langusge, or the
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otder and distribution of the cubject av teeated by Kirwan. 1n
fact I will use his letters, not as the cause, but as an vccasion
which I will teke advantage of, for the purpose of giving those
among our Protestant friandr, whn may desite to be informed
ot the subject, an apportunity of making up their minds on the
relative strength of the nrguments for and againat the Catholic
religion.  The widely extended circulation of your paper will
bring what I shall wnts immediately under the eyes of buth
your Catholic and Protestant subseribers in different pants of
the country.  Neiiher is it unscasonable, that such a series of
lette:s should be pablished at 1he present timo ; however much
Tmay regret that the work s uot to be undertaken by somo one
having less occupation, and more capacity 10 do it justice than
myself. The relative posinon of the Catholic and Protestant
Churches, at the prescot time, is one of deep interest to ear-
nest and reflectiog minds among all parties. Since ths event
commnonly called tho Reformalion, here has perhaps been no
period when the Catholic religion was Jeoked upon with an
littlo disfaveur by those unhappily scparated from her comumu-
niun, 73 the preseat.  Much igaorance, and much prejudies, ro
doubt still prevail among them—and i we se2 an uncasiness
of mind—au alinost general condition of uasecutled convictions
in reférence to matters of belief—if we witness a yearuing after
something fiaed and stable in doctrine—a desire fur such a
cuurse ot events as might lead w0 general unity amoong Chris.
tians; every grod man should labour to encourago these dispa-
sitions, and point out the only means by hich the objectaimed
at can ever be attained. Tt is admitied by many of themselves
that Protestautism, whatever it may been as a theory, has not
come up ia praciice to the anticipation of its founders,  In Ger-
many it has al'owed millions to glide through its f:eble res-
traints and pass into Rationahism and Infidelity—and this, too,
aat by opposing it principles but by applying a bolder logic to
their consequences.  In Lagland it has perverted the ancient
vesources of the poor, and peratted ther to sink into a lamen-
table condition of 1gnorance vn the subject of religion, and of
moral depravity.

vome legion, Audit isouly in contemplating these its results,
that many sincere meun desire caraestly that in the providesce
of lhe Almighty, some remedy might be fuund, which would
airest and repaic the present disorder.  IFror all this, it i3 but
reasoitable to suppose that a treatize which sioald set forth ol
most ia any form, the relative grounds of the two sysiems of
religion, without any of the acerbity of mere controversy, would
bo hailed by a lasge portion of the public.  This is what I shal}
aim at accomplishing,

For a week or two 1 shall be 2bsent from the city, and 3s
soon after my return as possible I shall commence, in the form
of laiters, a statement and revicw of what may be deemed most
irmportant og this great question.

JeJoun, Bishop of New-York.

MEETING IN TAVOR OF HIS HIOLINESS POPE PIUS
IX. AND THE ITALIAN PEOPLE AT THE
TABERNACSE.

This was one ofthe most numerous and most respectabl as-
semblages that we have ever witnehsed in New-York, as may
be seea in referenceto another colama.. Muoh credit is due to
the several .committees of:z;rasgément for the foresight and

Working withia uself it has given rise to]
doubts and divisions uot:d the name of its sects hase almost he-!

good taste mamfested tn the order of proceedings, and in the
general details of the meeting. 'I'he Tubernacle, which is so
contrived as to furnish as much standing or sitting rovta s
it is possibic to securo within the same space, was crowded
densely both on the flnor, and in the vanous galleries, and the
good urder and decorum of the vast assewnblage during wne
whole of the proczedings wero worthy of 3ll praise. ‘The meet-
ing was cmphatically American, and yet mingling in that crowd
there were repiresentatives of all the nations of Farope as well
of Southern Ameriea.  There were also 1epres atatives of al-
most cvery ereed and persuasion in this community, and it was
certainly a cheening spectacls to behold all these differences of
creed and country megged into ono foeling of real interes: and
affectionate admiration for the noblo attitude which has been
sssumed and sustained with o much dignity by his preseut Ho-
lineas Pius 1X,

1t wzs not a Jittle remarkable thut the speakers, without =,
single exception, gave esidence of their emancipation from, ot
at Jeast their power of controlling the prejudices of early traia-
ing in reference to the Pope of Roms—and the eathusiasm ma-
nifested owed perhaps as much to those prejudices as to the no-
ble character of our present illusttious Poatiff, It seemed tobe
taeitly assumed that his predecessors with:out exception have
been opponents aot friends of civil liberty, and that he has sud-
denly and unexpectedly gone forth ftom the line of their exam-
ple. Itdid not ocenr perhaps to one of them that most of the
strugyles 1n which the Pupes have beea engaged with temporal
governments have been caused bp their zeal for sacial rights
and for tho protection of the otherwiss defenceless peoplo
aganst the tyranny of their suvereigns. flad 1t not been for
tire Popes, western Europe would at tlus day, in all probability,
be us ignorant ofconstitutivnal freedom as T'arkey or Russia.—
[t was by the carly struggle of the Popes that nations became
imbued with a knowledge of their civil and political rights, and
it was by the sanction and support o.the Church that thoso
rights Lecame reengnised and established. The childhiood of
many of those who attended the meeting of the other night,
must have been frightened by reading in the little story books
how Popes used to make kings and emperors stand hare-headed
in their presence, and held their stirups as they monnted on
horsebacs.  Such scenes as that witnessed last Monday night
may suggest (o them thatit was a great blessing fur the subjects
of Lkings and cmperors, as well asothers, to have had Popes
1o teach empersors, even by such rude lessons, that they could
not trample the rights of justice, and of the people with impu-
nity.

A more extended investigation of the history and circumstan-
ces of the Bishops cf Rowe coming down tu our times, will gg.

tisfy them that the Papes were always friends of Iiberty, except
iin 8o {ar as its euemies the sovereign tyrants of Tucope, Catho-
the: and Protestaut, deprived them of the power of doing what
theyowauld. {3 is not too much to assume that ovne of tho
reasons why in the sinteenth century several of the Princes of
Europe rejected the supremacy of the Holy See, was to enjoy

‘fihe privilege of a more despotic an:d irresponsible sway in their

ownstains, ‘The,Catholic powers on the juther hand not only
took ieaseres to prevent the Popes from meddling with therc
internal civil policy, but t0 some extent tovk the Supreme Pun-
tiff into their special gudrdianship and keepiag, £o that he might
not have puwer even 13-his 0wn'states to grant or execute those
ameliorations wiich world be beneficial to his people, but might
be productive of discontent among their.

'Fhe glory of Pius IX. therefuré is not merely that heisa
frieud of popular liberty, but it is that he has progounced for the
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Tiberty of his awijofce. [
Romo —ths Emancipator of 118 Surereignty, wud oi Poter’s Chair,
e claiins what was denied to his predeceswsors, the persouat
freedoin neceasary to makce his people frce.
at the ineasingubeerved that the Pohe had not a single friend

1le in omphatically the Liberator of

Then follows an account of theiife and death of
Tom Puae, and his fellow blasphemer YWilliam

Oue of the speakers; CTVEr.

1t is remarkable that as an end was put to the life

on uny Catholic throne of Llurope, except it might be the King of many of the members of the diterutsit Infidel so-

of Sardina, and that in this steuggle his best frieuds wers Eug-
land and T'urkey. This is unquestivnably true in the speaker's
senso. But this is the roverse of the fact, in another
ssnse. ‘Thare 18 no being, high or low, who had mure yeasons
to exclaim~—Save me from my friends, than the Popes of modern
time, It has boen she solicitude of fricndship, of a certain hind,
howeeer, which caused forcign troops to rush into the Ruman
States whencver foreign cabinets auspected that hisfluvliness was
t0a weak ¢~ too liberul tq bear up the standsard of Eutopean op-
pression which they wished to maintain, Rs. IX. has wiselylquar-
relled with, and rejected this decestful Tniendship,
10 vindicate the Suvercigniy of Lis oilice in his own States, and
tho world, especially that portion of it which is free, will regard
with impatience, which may rot be passivo, any attempt to re-
gulate the internal policy of his States by the intervention 2
fuseign bayonats, Wlilst we alsu, as Catholips, feel grateful
for the kind intercst which is taken in behalf of Pius 1X. by our
fellow-eitizens of other denominations, no co-operation of ours
shall be waating, and we shall offer up fervent and frequenmt
prayers to the Almighty God for the deliverance and triumph
of eur venerated Holy Father.—Frecman s Journal.

Hrom tho N. Y. Freeman’s Journal.

Tue Fare or Inrinciry, or the dealing of Provi-
dence with modern Infidels, together with an
Apendix containing o brief account of the spe-
ctul judgement of God visited upon the early op-
posers of Christianity. By a Converted Infidel.
New-York: Edward Walker, 114 Fulton street.

This littlo volnme of 140 pages furnishes serious
matter to the consideration of those who oppose the
Religion of Jesus Chirist.  The author does not en-
ter into any lengthered argnment with uubelievers,
but presents to themw a series of brief and weil au-
thenticated facts selected from the melancholy his-
tory of tho practical working of infidelity,especially
in New-World,  Ofmany things which he relates
he was himself an eye-witness. *'I'he aunthor of
the following pages was, for many years a sceptic
in matters of religion—part of the time an Atheist,
and regularly attended the Infidel meetings after
their organization by Benjamin Offin, until the dis-
solaticn of the society knpwun as the ‘moral phi-
favthrophists,® when the teachings of a distinguish-
ed professor of theology entirely changed his o~
pinione.  Mis long and intimate acquaintance with
the Infidel party of this city, made him acquainted
with the facts here recorded, maiy of thens baviug
occurred under his cwn observation.?

In the two first chapters he gives an account of
the proceedings of Blind Palmer, and of the Orange
County Infidct Socioty. Oi this Society thirty-six
were Visjted by awflil and sudden death,—starved
to death, 2; drowned, 7; shot, 8; committed suni-
cide, 5 ; died uponthe gallows, 7 ; frozen to death,
1; killed by gccident, 3. Of this abundant and in-
dnbitable proaf is furnished, ~

1lo wishes|

victies, 50 were the sccicties themselves forced to
idishand by the accurrence of awful and unexplain-
cd mterposition.  Speaking of the failure of the
fricnds of Johm Fellows. the author relates the fol
lowing incident :

¢ The society had been in a flourishing condition
for some time, and its test of merit now cousisted
in transcendent ulasphemy, and he who could ex-
cel in this fearful gualification was entitled to the
presidential chair.  On a certain occasion, one of
their members, a hoary-headed old sinner, had ex-
ceeded thae rest, and was conducted to his dear-earn-
ed scat of distinction : and as his companions in
guilt were on the point of placing on his head the
coronal of impiety, he fell lifeless on the floor !—
I'he society, astonnded at the event, disbanded, aud
the author of this auecdote, himself a1 member and
an eye-witness, renounced infidelity and embraced
Christianity.’-—pp. 89-90.

Then followed an account of Benjamin Offin,
Abuer Kueeland, and of the visit to our city of
Fauny Wright and Robt Owen, aud ef their pro-
ceedings in our own uge and day in Tammany and
Coneert Halls,

An hoary and influential member of this last
cligne camo to his death in the following manuer:
—The old mun was one day travelling in New
Jersey when a violent storm arose ; he sought ro
shelter from its fury, but continued his coursz, con-
tending with the elements for the exercise ot his
powers of locomotion. As the feeble traveller wis
attempting to pass a churek, the angry wind, as 1t
conscrons of the detestation in which the hoary-
headed Infidel held the sacred edifice, tore from it
a fragmentand hurled it against him with sufficient
force to deprive him of life! And thus a bold hlas-
phemer perished —slain as it were at the very foot
of the altar; but the warning was nnheeded by those
who were left.

Among the remdining active mewmbers of the
Concert Hall party, wasa Mr. B 1, remarkable
for his deformity, the muscles of one” of his legs
being contracted. He wasa man of more tha cr-
divary intelligeuce, and frequently participatéd in
the public debates, which were of frequent oceur-
rence at the Hall.  'This man, in one ot his haran-
gues, had the presumption (o nery the Almighty's
power, aud dared him in the most blasphemons
manner to seal his lips! Suddenly, thereafter, he
became confused—his tongue faltered~—his Jan—
guage became incolierent, and his hiearers became
disgusted,manifested their displeasure, and finishing
his addresg with great difficulty, he sat down amid
ashower of hisses, A shorttime subsequent to this
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event, he died u raving maniut! <ud his wife whe
was a talented sceptic, renounced infidely, and
nnited with the Church pp. 109-110.

C. €. Cohen was one of the ablest writers in the
Free Linquirer, published not long ago in this city.
He came to his end under the following circum-
stances :—* In an article which he signod wita his
name, Mr. Coliet made the emphatic remark : ¢ For,
my own part, [ should say, I can attach no meaning
to the word of God, and cannot consequantly be-
lieve in him P

This was printed on  Saturday, Feb. 16, 1834,
and on the very day that such an avowal was made,
under the deliberate sanction of his name, he was
blown to pieces s lus laboratory, while making
fulminating powder. (Iis head, by an understang-
ing among the L'ree Baquiters, was given to the
society for plirenological studies : and his a:m which
was blowa aff, was never found. Thus, his body
hias gone one way, hishead another, and his limb
another—scattersd, we may say, to the winds,—
Now, philusophers may smile, free-thinkers may
rulicule the sdea of divine interposition, or Divine
vengeance—all have a right to make their comn-
ments, butsay what they may, it was a singular co-
meidence of profession aud catasiiophe.’

That the author does not gratuiously assert the
hiellish proceedings of Madame Restell to be one of
the practical results of infidelity in our city, isclear
from the fact of her hiaving been a constant v.siter
of Tammany Hall when the ¢ Moral Physiology’ of
Frances Winight and Robt Dale Owen was the text
bool of the beuighted individuals who gathered
within its walls,

Alas! for the unwary youth of our country, who
are lunnched into a corrupt society without the pres
vious panopoly of a good religions education !—
What arm whll sluzid their innocence against the
maiice of the seducer, and deafen their earsto the
voice of the syren?  Tallk of the force of moral
principles uuasted by the force of true religion, of
the ueeessiiy of not infunging upoun the liberty of
clildeen, Lut of allowing them to judge for them-
seives when they arrive at the age of discretion !—
This litie beok teachies us the practical effects of
sucha systeal.  Let those who make themselves
the by anvocates, of such principles read the fate
of those wha have preceded .theis i the nngodly
task, and trepble (or themselves. - ]

And let all goed Protestants ask themselves ifthe
act of those who. first taught. the believer to throw
oif the yoke of authority and venture upon the
ocean of life in the frail bark of individual opinien
witirout ruddee or compass, are not to blamo. tor
these results legiimately deduced from their broad
and uareatrained premises. The opposers of the
Reformation, in Germany especially, repeatodly pre-
dicted that infidelity must. of. necessity resuls from

Was their predictiou a truc one @ Let History—
the history of our own age and dwelling-plaee sup-
ply the answer, and then lat tho tree be judged by
its [ruits.

SECRECY OF THE CONPESSIONAL.

Ou Thur~lay, the 23d September, the office of
Mr. Hutton, situated in North-street, was robbed of
notes and certificates amouunting to between thirtcen
and fourteen thousand dullars, and thoe house on the
cvening of the saine day was fired. The Sunday
following all the papers that had been taken from
Mr Hutton's desk, were restored to him througt: the
Rev Mr Hickey, asistaut pastor of the Cathedral.
Some days after, the Rev. gentleman was summon-
ed to appear before the grand jury, which at the
close of its inquiries, issued a warraut for the arrest
of Mr Gracey, clerk of Mr. Hutton. These facts,
which we have just stated, having been presented
to the public through a portion of the Baltimore
press in a very bungling manner, were calculated to
produce a very erfoneous impression that Mr Hick-
ey had made some disclosure that led to the arrest
of Mr. Gracey. We deem it properto say, that
such intimation of the press of Baltimore, and the
more positive asservations of the press elsewhere in
relation to the same subjects, were entirely unfoun-
ded in truth. Mr. Hickey was questioned ou the
occasion, in reference to the practice of the Catholic
clergy in the reception of converts, and other mat-
ters connected with the Catholic Church, and on
these points, of a general nature, he could with per-
fect propricty, impart any information that was de-
sired. But he could not, gnd did not, say any thing
that might be a clue to the recovary of the indi-
vidual who committed the robbery. The name of
a John Nepomucen hasrisen to a glorious distine-
tion throughout the Chi..tian world, for his having
suffered death rather than divulge the knowledge
obtained in the tribunal of penance; the calendar
and martyrology of the church exhibit bim as an
object of universal respect and admiration, and as a
model (or the imitation of her clergy in adninister-
ing the sacrament of reconciliation.* But we have
yet to learn the namie of a priest who has ever be-
trayed thio confidence reposed in him as a confessor.
[t is plain, that if this couid in any case be admit~
ted, the criminal would be deterred from secking the
remedy for his spirifual maladies, and thus the *n-
stitution of Jesus Christ for the benefit of sinners
and their reconciliation with God, would be com-
pletely thwarted in fs design and operation.—
Heornce fhé same law that comnandsarecourse to the
sacramant of penance, for meortal sins commiticd af-
tax baptism, requiies the observance of an inviolable
secrecy on the part of the clergyman, and so far
does this lIaw of secrecy exiend, according to an an-

rebelliomagainst the.aughasity of the Chnrch.of God,

. »Svpe hisbiofsphy. in Alban. Butler, May: 16,



cient writer, he tnay cay :—* what 1 know by con-
fession, T know less than what 1 do not know at
all.’

Such is the reasoning that will always govera a
Catholic clergymen in the circumstances alluded to,
let the human law be what it may. No enactments
no prisons, no suffering will compell him todisclose
what Gad, the great Master in heaven, commands
lum to kecp sceret.—Bat so far as the spirit, if not
thu letter, of our legisl«tion in this country bears
upon the question, it must certaiuly disponse a
Catholic clergyman from the obligation of reveal-
ing the secrets of the confessional, by the very fuct
of its disclaimiog all interforence with the free ex-
crcisc of refigion. In this view of the subjeot, when |
the Rev. Anthony Kohlmann was cited before a
court in New-York, in 1812, as a witness of what
ho had learhed in the confessional.  De Wittt Clins
ton, the presiding jundge, very properly decided the
case in favor of the witness.

In the case cecantly tried in Baltimore, the bench
delivered a similar opinion, founded upon the par-
ticular legislation of Maryland. The Rev. M.
Hickey having been called as a witness aud placed
nuder oatl, auswered as tollows :—

‘1 am a priest, belonging to the Catholic chureh,
and a citizen of Maryland. § know nothing of these
papers in any other way than in my capacity as a!
priest; 1 am unwilling to state anything that is!
communicated to me in that capacity. I kuow to-
thing relative ta the matiter as a eitizen.!

Mr Richardson, the attorney general. then stated
that he had nothiang elss to ask him, and as hisjus-
tification for not doing so, referred the court to the
ease of Broad v Pitt, 3d Carrington, and Payune 518,
in which the poiut was decided, and one of the jud-
ges expressed th: opigion of the court by saying. ‘1
for one, will never compell a clergyman lo disclose
communications made by a prisoner, but if he chose
to disclose them, I shall receive them in evidence.’
Mr. Richardson referred further to the decision of
the same point in New-York, under De Wit Clin-
ton,J. O. Hoffman and others. = °

The court thereupon remaaked, that fiirther, un-
der the bill of rights, they could not think of press-
ing an inguiry in such a case. )

The Atty general then stated that the case was
closed on the part of the state.’—U. 8. C. Maga-
zine,

OREGON MISSIONS.
Sr. Louis Uxrversity, Oct. 19, 1349, »
To the Editors of the News Letter.

Dear Sir :—Annexed I sénd you a‘feiv extracts;
from letters lately received from our Misssiony-in
Oregon, which you are at liberty to publish in the
News Letter. . -

{subjects and means.

1st. From Fr. Michael Accolti, Buperior of the
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Misston of Willamette, nréar Oregon City, (trauslated
from the French.

t Your revercnue is sutficiently acquainted with
tho state of our Missions, and with the fraits which
they have alrendy produced. The blessings of
Heaven have rowarded the labors of your children.
Already more than five thousand sheep flave been
added to the fold of Christ.  Many ntore will ba
added to it in a'short time, it the charity and zenl
of our Superiors will supply us with laborers. It
is true that at a distance from us, some persons fond
of criticizing, . wnay supposs that there is some ex-
aggeration in our statements; but I assure your re-
verence, that when seen near and without preju—
dice, the reality far surpasses any account that is
given of thém. Ina single excursion into New
Caledonia, Fr. Nobilli has baptized about 600 In-
dians, built four churches, and planted several cros-
ses.  I'he apotications and earnest petitions of those
poor Indians to obtain priests to reside among them
are calculated to excite the sympathy and the pity
of those ho feel inclined to afford them spiritual
aid, but who are now unable to do so for want of
Their nataral dispositions are
very favorable, and had ws but three zealcus Mis-
sionaries in these northern regions, the knowledge
of the name and religion of Jesus Christ might bo
spread to the frozen borders of Behring’s Straits. 1
shall sy nothing of our more ancient missions,—of
the [lat-heads, the Pointed hearts, the Kalispels,
where we have regular residences and stations | nor
of several otker tribes that arc regularly visited by
our Fathers. Almest all the members of these
tribes have been baptized, and great is the number
of Catechimezs who are now under a course of in-
struction to prepare thewn for the happiness of re-
ceiving baptisimi. Piety would scem to be a natural
endowment of these Indians, but it isreally not So;
for it is the grace of God that haseffected all,—that
chaiued their hearts. Formerly several of these
tribes were plunged into a deep abyss of debauch-
cry and crime. f speak conscientiously, my dear

ather, I exaggerate not. I express the unanimons
opinions of all strangers, even of Protestants, whom
the evidence of facts compels to bear witness to the
truch. O my dear Fatlier, how great is the harvest,
already ripening in the field of Christ in these ex-
tensive regious.-—According to the statements of the
gentlemen of Hudson’s -Bay -Company, there are
nearly 50,000 ‘unconverted Indians botween the
North aud North-west of the Rocky Mountains.—
All those indians long after the arrival of a Priest,
almost as auxiously as the Jews of old longed after
hat of the Messiah.’

2nd. From Fr. Peter De Yon, Superior of the
Mission of the Sacred Heart, among the pointed
hearts in upper Oregon, (formerly Master of No-
vices’at St. Stainislas near Florissant, Mo.)

‘I received your very kind letter of the 6th
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April, 1 Jower Oregon o the last of Augult, to-
gather with the letters your Reverences had the
goadness to write to F'F. Acolti, Nobili, &c., from
the gentleman to wiom yon had entrnsted them,
and whois now at the Falls of he Williamette, alias
Oregon City ; so that we had the pleasure of hear-
ing from your Reverence and our bretheren of Mis-
sourl, ia less than five wonths after tho date of your
favor. Your Roverence wiil observe that your loi-
ter did not find me smong my dear mountan ju-
dians, as youscenied to suppose it would, but in
the heast of an American settlement. And what,
you may ask me, were my occtipations among thuse
good people.  Secarcely any ; theugh 1 think that
if there they had but one zealous Missionary, well
acquainted with the English language, snch as your
Reverence FI. Verhaegen, Elet, Carrell,and  Ae-
len, he would do wonders in this new country.—
Your Reverence kuows that T am a very indifferent
speaker, and yet, they came and listened to me
with the greatest attention, gnd scemed to be piea-
scd with the ill-spoken iustructions which I gave
them. Dy, dear Father, send us two or three good
Missionartes, filled with the spirit of our holy lusti-
tute, well versed in controversy and in tho English
language, and regardless of the difliculties, dangers
and contradictions which now and then they, will
have to encounter—regardless also of fevef and
rheumatism ; aud above all indifferent to sun-shine
or rain—forin Lower Oregon wec may say, that it
rains but once a year,—from the end of Octr. till
the beginning of May.

1 have reason to helieve, Very Revd. and dear
Father, that a brizf sketch of the present state of the
rising Church in Oregon, will prove acceptable to
your Reverence. ‘There are now the following
establishments: .

1. The Cathedral of St. Paul at Wiliamette or
Oregon City.

The Church of St. John the Evangelist in Wil-
liamette.

3. St Fraucis Xavier, at Cowlitz.

4. The Chepel of St James at Fort Vancouver.

5. The Vew Church of the Williamette prairic.

6. The Catholic school or'St Joseph, at Williamn-
ette, (Oregon City.)

7. The Chapet, Convent, and Female Academy
of St Mary's Williamette.

8. The Residence of St Francis Xavier. Wil-
liamette. : :

9. The Residence and church of St Mary’s among
the Flat-heads.

10. The Mission and Church of the sacred-heart
among the Pointed-hearts.

11. The Mission and Church of St Ignatius
among the Kalispels of the Lake. = =< 37
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12. The Station and Chapel among the Chauds-
rés.

13. The Station and Church of St Francis Regis,
amoug tire haff-breeds, becween the Kalispels and
Claudierea,

14, A Chnrch built by the Indiaus at Studart’s
lale, New Culedonia.

15. A Church built Ly them at 'ort Alexaudria,
New Caledonia.’

16. A Church bwilt by them at Appotaka, New
Culedoma,

17. A Church built by then at the Rapids New
Caledunia,

18. The Station of St. Peters, upper lake of the
Columbia.

19. The Station ot St Francis Borgia among the
upper Pends d'oicilles.

20. The Station of the Assumption, among the
Acrs a Plattes.

2} 'T'he Station of the imaculate IJeart of Mary,
among the Kontenais.

22, The Station of St Jeeeph’s, among the Ok-
inghams.

I'his is the result of what Almighty God has al-
teady dJone, (and 15 still doing) in this distant cor-
ner of the world, sinee the year 1838 when the
fisst Missioncries, the present Bishiop and Rev Mr.
De Mus, first 2ovived in Oregon.  Thcere is not the
least doult that if we had a greater number of
Aposiolic laberers, men endowed with humble ard
doeile riuds, with disinterested and prudent zeal,
with souad judgement and robust health, and ex-
emplary piety, incatculable good conld and wonld
be done among the settlers, but more especially
among the native tribes.’, i

DEDICATION OF ST. ALPHONSUS?
. CHURCH. |

On Thursday, Nov. 25th, the Right Rev. Bishop
Hughes dedicated the ne'v church in Thompson
street, whose corner-stone was laid by the Bishop
no longer ago than the festival of the Nalivity of
the Blessed Virginy Septeinher 8Sth. In" this
Chuzrch, however, the speed of its erection is not
its most remarkable feature, The building is 85
feet long by 26 wide, measuting from the top of
the Sanctvary.

At ten o’clock the Bishop, accompanied by the
[t. Rev. Dr. Tyler, Bishop of Providence, reach-
ed Thompson street, and was saluted by the
societies with their musie, and conducted to the
Sacristy by the Rev. Fathers Redemptorists. The
ecremony of the dedication then proceeded, and
before the Mass, the Bishop made a short address
10 the assembly, in which hs alluded to the rapidi-
ty of sheerection of this Church, as a type of ‘the
progress that the Faith was making, and was des—
tined to make in thisland, where it was to be the
basis ef every further advancement of man’s im—
provement and civilization, as it had been in. for-
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mer times the basis of all that be had hitherto at-
tained-

We are informed that on Sunday last abeut six
huudred were present at High Mase, without any
preceptible diminution of numbers in the other
Congregation, a sufficient proof of the need there
has been for this new organisation.—XN. Y. Lree-

mans Journal.

B

GREAT BRITAIN.

NEWCASTLE-UPON-TYNE.

Tir Homg Missiovary Sociery.—\We have
been requested to insert the following letter, as
having been rejected by the journal for whieh it
was twritten. We avail ourselves of the firss fa-
vorable moment to comply with that request :—
To tae Epiror of THe Nxwcastre GuarDiaw,

Sir-—¢In the Editorial remarks of your valyabte
journal of the 18th inst. you complain verv much
of a ‘disgraceful interuption of a religious meeting,’
held in the public Lecturc-room, Nelsen-street.~—
You contend very much, and apparently wish your

readers to believe, that the above meeting was not

public, but a treligious and benevolent meeting.’
I beg leave most respectiully to call your attention
to the placard which aunounced the meeting, and
to the character of the assembly itself. 'The pla-
card expresscd that it was a public meeting, and
not a meeting nf the Home Missionary Society.—
If it were a religious meeting, why not hold it in
some Methodistical Conventicle, and not in a pub-
lic lecture-room ? 1s it a religious meeting where
pretended ministers of the Gouspel, befare a public
audience, commence to detruct their fellow.men ?
If those persons call it a religious meeting, where
the spirit of true piety is absent, and the mere
mask of religion is assumed, Heaven in its mercy
pratect us from such—hyrpocerisy! We find in the
report of the above meeting that Mr Bruce, Mr
Reid, and Mr Wilson were heard without any in-
terruption, as they seem to have had the good
sense not to interfere with taeir neighbours’ reli-
gious opinions; but when Mr Moore was about to
finish his address, saying, ¢ he could not conclude
without noticing the efforts of Popery in that coun-
try. Popery has yet to make its converts in Tahi-
ti,) his remark was received with disapprobation
by some parties present. Mr Moore was applaud-
ed by the Protestants present, and why not Catho-
lics, if any were there, give disapprobation if they-
chose ? If Mr. Moore and-the other epeakers had |
not met with opposition they would undoubtedly
have redoubled their denuneiations against Catho-
lies. Thaere was not the slightest appearance of
religion or sanctity about the meeting ; but if sueh

among Protestaits, the soaucr it is extinguished in
this country the better. When, indeed, ministers
of the Gospel stand up before publie audiences,
and without the leust feceling of love for their fel-
fow-men, abuse, csltiminate, and hold them up to
the ridicule of their hlindfolded heoarets, it must
forcibly ocerr to every mind {mbued with the spi-
rit of the true Gospel that tho=e men have not the
religion which Christ came on carth o establish,
and desired us to practise, when Ke said, ¢ Love
your enemies, do good to them thut hate you,
pray for them who persecute you, and despite-
fully use you,'—Matthew v. 44. How many Pro-
testant meetings pass without some anulhemas
ragaidet the members of the Catholic Church ?—
‘Yet, are they ever allowed an oppcitunity of de-
fending themselves in these meetings?  The eivil
power of the Stale is direatly invoked, with its in-
struments of punishment. The question imwe-
diately asked is, How dare the Papists say anything
to enlightened * Bible-raading Protestanty '—
Chiist says, *4f a poor mar come into your assem-
bly do net put him under your feotstodl, but set
him in a good place, or else you are beeome the
judges of evil thoughls.>— James ii. 4. Protestants,
however, generally act contrary to that precept.—
If a Papist eome into their wmeetings, whether he
be rich or quly a poor working man, if he cannot
listen atte?s‘wely while a crusader of Protestan.
tism caluminates him, they consign him to the mi-
nions of the law, the meek and merveiful protecters
of Protestant ‘piety’. What glorious conserting
instrumenis ! Immaculate advocates ot civil and
religious liberty ! If the parties who disturbed
the speakers were Catholingg they hud a perfect
right to be heard in treir defence, as it was a pub-
lie meeting, and it is only whilst Protestant winis-
ters misrepresent them, and devy the right of ic-
ply, that any disturbances wiil arise. } assure
pou, Sir, thay Catholics Lave no occasion to make
themselves instruments of confusion to their un-
fortunate Protestant brethren. Their own tule
of *private interpretation’ has alieady wade the
temple of Protestantism a Babel of retigions, where
one man’s belief is gnite unintelligzible to his bro-
ther. 1hope, Sit, you witl use the influcnce of
your journal to rastrain the spitit bitterness enter-
tained by these ¢ Reverend gentlemen, and that
remarks, which reflect on the character of so large
a portion of our fellow-townsmen asthe Catholics
bave beeome, will not in future be addressed to
the public without an opportunity being allowed
to those immediately concerned to suubject them to
the test of dispassionatc argument. In that hopel
remain, Sir, yours respectiully, Verax.'— ZTablet.
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