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Jitevary Votices.

From tho Freuch
by M. Jules Bounet. "I'ranslated by
'G!:*ncc Patterson.  Tho name of Olympia
Moaorata is one that is well worth being
swevived.  She lived in the sixteenth cen-
‘tury and her story takes us back to the
-¢ime of the -great movements, the Ren-
aissance andthe Reformation, with both
«of which the life of thisyoung woman was
relosely connected.  We have here, therc-
fore, not merely the facts.of the biography

Quymera Monraza,

-of au illustrious woman, ‘but arealso in- |

troduced to o history of intense intorest.
We learn much of thoe story of the Re-
“formation in Italy and the sufferings it

brought to those who espoused its princi--

ples. The personal history of Olympia as
here given shows her suffering much in
ithe cause of Christ but ever loyal and de-
voted, Philadelphia: Presbyterian Board
+of Publication and Sabbath-schonl Work.
d6mo, pp. 28+, Price, 856 conts,—Macgreg-
or & Knight, Halifax,

ScriexER's MacazINE for March opens
with a well illustrated article on the
“*Campaign of Warerloo"—to be continued
dn the next issue, The first paper deals
«wspecially with the battle of Ligny. *“The
Tilectric Motor and its Applications,” is
the title of a_very interesting paper by
Franklin L. Pope, shewing thé many and
varied purposes to which electricity is ap-
plied from the driving of a factory to the
Tunning of a sewing machine. ‘A Shelf
of Old Books,” (Leigh Hunt) will attract

tho lover of literary treasures, while the '
aoncluding instalment of **Mendelssohn’s |

Letters to Moscheles,” illustrated by fac-
:similes of autograph musical scores, &ec.,
~will be of interest to those'who wish to
Iearn more of the great musician’s life and
«<haracter. There are also several stories,
Charles Scribner’s Sons, New York..
Price 25 cts., §3.00 per year.

Hixts To Younag MEx,—From the Par-
able of the Prodigal Son, By the Rev.
~John Leybuin, D. D. Theauthor is well
known asan eloquent preacher. This
book cousists of a course of sermons oun
the parable of the prodigal son addressed
‘to young men. They are full of wise
¢ unsels and suggestions, which the young
amen of these modern days wouid find it
o their prefit to read and deeply ponder,

Philadelphia: Presbyterian Board of pub-

lication and Sabbath-school Work., 16mo,

pp. 183. Price, 60 cents. McGregor &

Knight, Halifax.

MISSIONS DURING THE VICTOR-
IAN ERA.

A writer in The Chronicle of the London
Missionary Society, treating of missions
during the period eovered by the reign of
Queen Victoria, thinks there is good cause
to thank God and take courage.

He says: “The seven Protestant Mis-
sionary Societies of 1800 have becowme
more than 100 in 1887.  The total income
of the seven was less than £50,000; the in-
come of the hundred is £2,220,000. In
18C0 the converts numbered about 50,000;
now they are mearly 3,000,000. A Every
Protestant denomination of the least in-
portance has its foreign missionary society.
*Their sound has gone out ‘unto all the
earth.” If a chart could be so tinted as
to exhibit the relative presence of Chris-
tian teachers throughout heathendom as
recently as 1837 and now, the contrast
would be very great. Instead of missions
beiny a failure, as only the superficial can
calt them, they are aa{ﬂendid succeess; and
it is not the least of the glorious features
of Her Majasty’s reign that during it
Christianity has spread more widely, gain-
ed more trinmphs, and made more solid
advance through heathendom than during
any ’monurch's reign of any age or coun-

try.’

Temple Bar (London) speaking of Lady
Duff Gordon, says: ‘At Keneth they saw
a theological curiosity —a Copt who had

 turned Presbyterian, and persvaded a

hundred otliers to do likewise. He was
sent to the Soudan by the Patriarch, but
brought back. Lady Gordon said ‘He is
a splendid fellow, and I thought I looked
on the face of a Christian martyr—-a curi-
ous sight in the ninteenth century.” -
When he was gone, the Mufti said ‘Aht
we thank them: for though they know not
the truth of Islam,they are good men, snd
wa:k straight, and wonld die for ‘their
religion. Their example is excellent.
Praiss be to God for them?" ”

The darkest hour in the history of any
young man is when he sits down to stedy
how to get mouney without honestly carn-
ing it.

-
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A MONTILY MAGAZINE DEVOTED TO MISSIONS,
er year in parcels of 4

(3
and upwards to one address. 'in"iye cepiey 40 cente,
Subscrigtions at a propnrt.ionuf rate may Legin at
any time but must end with December,
All receipts, after paying expenses, are far Missions,
Paid to date $400,

The @hildren’s Record.

A MONTHLY MISSIONARY MAGAZINE FOR THE

CHILDREN OF THE
Pr:sbyterian Church in Canada.

Price, in advance, 15 cents per year in parcels of b
and upwardy, to one address. Single cupies 30 cents,

Subscriptions at a pro})ortioml rute muy begin at
any time, but must end with December.,

All receipts, after paying exy , ure for Mi
Paid to date, £200.00.

All communications to be addressed to
Rev. E. Scort, New Glasgow, Nova Scotin.

Read the letter from Mrs. Anvand in
this issue. It gives a vory interesting
and graphic description of the place,
people and work, at the new mission
station.

Price, in advauce, 25 cents

There are twq bright pages in the his-
tory of the Presbytery of P. E. lsland
that should not be forgotten. :

The first foreign missionary from our
Church, from any Colonial Church, was
one of its ministers, -Dr. Geddie, though
a native of Pictou, was settled in-P. B..
Island, there he wrought up a missionary
spirit, and travelled the Island organizing-
Societies. . . -

The other page, with which most of our
readers are less familiar is, that not only
was it in a seuse a pioneer Presbytery in
Mission woik, but in Temperauce. In,
1855, thirty-three years ago, the following
resolution which stands to-day on ity
minutes, was moved by Rev. Dr. Keir
and seconded by Rev. Isaac Murray, and
unanimously adopted ;

**That whercas intemperance is a great
evil, which can.never be removed or ef-
fectunlly resisted while the traftic in in-

toxicating drinks is continued, it beings
necessary to remove the cause in order to
remove the effect, therefore resolved that
the members of this Preshytery, as lovers
of their country. and of their race, and as
oftice bearers of the Church, cannot but
feel a lively iutevest in the progress of
temperance refurin, especiaily in recent
legislation in several of the States of the
American Union, entirely prohibiting the-
traflic in intoxicating beverages. And as
stich Jaws in our opinion can interfere with
the rights of no man, since no man cam
have rights incons;stent with the public:
geed, orat’ war with the welfare of the
community; we therefore shall exert om
influence, and do carnestly recommend to
the congregations under our inspection,
and to all-others, to persevere in vigorous
and well directed effurts until a law shalk
bo enacted in this Island prohibiting .
traftic which is a cause of much of the
wretchedness, wisery, pauperism, erime
and ruin to the souls and bodies of merr,
with which this country has been so long
afflicted.” :

The Presbytery Las thus an honorable
record to maintain in two of the grandest
works _that the Christian world is carrying

‘on at thé present day.

The-old men have gone but others have
taken up their work. That aim so far as

' Temperance is concerned, has been vir-
‘Lually attained. They have the Canada

Tenmperance Act and.some of the members.
of Preshytery had-1o small share in bring-
ing it about, May their recoid in future:
days, both in wis:ions and temperance,
grow ever brighter,

_"The result of Prolestant girls attending
convent -schouls is -seen in the following
from a French (Quebec) paper.

L°On Saturday lust av the Ursuline Con-
vent a younz Englishwoman, twenty years
«f age, embraced the Catholic religivm,
+fter] aving abjured Protestantism. The
tesemd ny was me st imposing.
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The Pictou Presbyterial of the Women’s
Foreign Missionary Society held its Annual
Meoting at Stellarton on Thursday, March
922, There were fifty or sixty ladies present.
Encouraging reports were presented of work
done during the yenr. '

The time of the Amual Meeting was
changed to September.  The following are
the officers fur the ensuing yenr:

PrESIpENT —Mrs, Fraser, Scotshurn,

18T, Vice Pris.—Mrs. Goodfellow.

2sn. ‘¢ —Mrs. Cairns,

grn, ¢ ¢ —Mrs. James McKuy.

SECRETARY —Mrs, Mevriman,

TREASURER—Mrs, Munroe,

As8.-SECRETARY~Mrs. John Ferguson,

A public meeting was held at Durham,
Pictou County, on the evening of March 23,
to orgnnize n Society to be called the Tem-
perance Society of the congregation of West

iver and Gireen Hill. ‘I'he object of the
Society is to promote teniperance in the
community, to aid in carrying out existing
aws and to work for Prohibition.

Several things combined to make the occa-
sion one of great interest. The place of
meetiu%' was the old College, one of the
oldest Presbyterian Colleges in the Dominion,
now used as a hall. It was in this commu-
nity that the first temnperance society in the
Province wus organized some sixty yeuars
ago, by Rev. Duncan Ross. It is, so far as
we know, the only congregational temper-
ance society in the Synod, and thus allies
temperance with the Church,

Itisa fitting thing that the place and
congregation that was once a centre of
Presbyterianism in the Maritime Provinces,
and whieh took the lead in temperance
organizations in days gone by, should be the
firgt in organizing with the Church to fur-
ther Prohibition.

The Pastor, Rev, J. F. Forbes, has been
worthily seconded in his efforts in this mat-
ter by a large band of earnest temperance
men and women. The roads were very bad
bug there was a_good attendnnce, snd fifty-
six signed the pledge at the first meeting.

CATECHISTS AND THEIR FIELDS.

The following are the nawmes of our
Catechists for the Summer and the Presby-
terices in which they have been appointed
to labour.

Presbytery of Sydney-~A. K. McLeunan
and F. N. Fraser.

Presbytery of Victoria and Richmond—
John Calder aud James M. McLennan,

Preshytery of Picton—J. A. Matheson,
D. Wright, Wm. McLeud, J. N. Maclean,
A. W. Thompeon, and J. A, McGlachen.

Presbytery of Truro—J. F. Smith, A. W,
Lewis, E. B. Rankin and A. Nicholson.
Presbytery of Halifox-—Lewis Parker.
J. M. Fisher, K. J. Stewart, J. C. Haw-
ilton, Geo. A, Leck,J. W. Crawford and
Geo. B, McLeod. . :
_ DPres. of Lun. & Shelburne~—David Flem-

ing.

gPrcsbytery of Miramichi—A. F. John-
son, A. W, McLeud, BE. J. Rattee, Geo.
Millar, A. S. Thompson, M. J. McLeod
and J. T. Maclean.

Presbytery of St. Joha-—Gavin Hamil-
ton, F. W. Murray, M. G. Allison, W.
Murchie, G. M. Johnson, J, K. Fraser,
.. W, Campbell and F. J. Coffin,

Presbytery of P, E. Island—\W. L. Clay
and M. J. McLeod.

I’:l'{esbytery of Newfoundland—D. McD.
larke. -

Labrador —-W. J. McKenzic,

COMMISSIONERS TG ASSEMBLY.

The following have been appointed by
their respective Preshyteries as Commis-
sioners to the General Assembly which
meets in Bulifax in June. The appuint-
ments for P, E. 1. have not been yet ve-
ceived. )

PRESBYTERY OF ST. JOHN.

Ministers, Elders.

Dr. Macrae Judge Stevens
G. Bruce Dr. Walker
J. Hogg John Willet

g
L. G. McNeill A. 1, Trueman
A. J. Mowatt L. W. Johnson
K. McKay A. W, Coburn
T. T, Fotheringham J. G. Forbes
G. Shore .
PRESBYTERY OF MIRAMTCHI.
W. M. Hamilton  George Huddow
Neil McKay J. R. Nicholson
A. O. Brown James Edgar
J. H. Cameron Peter Hamilton
PRESBYTERY OF WALLACE.
T. Sedgewicke Win. Creighton
H. B. McKay Archibald McKay
R. C. Quinn F. B. Robb
PRESBYTERY OF PICTOU.

E. A. McCurdy Angus Cameron
A. McLean John McPhie
J. H. Turnbull D. McDonald
G. H. Carson D. C. Fraser

PRESBYTERY OF TRURO.

J. H. Chase Mr. Norrie
E. Grant Mr. Bond
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J. Sinclair A. Miller
Wm. T, Bruce, M. D. Hon, S, Creelman,

PRESBYTERY OF HAL'\FAX.
Dr. MaKnight Dr. MoMillan

Dr. Burns Geo, Mitchell
J. MeMillan W. H. Blanchard
J. Henry Wm, Sedggwicke
A, Simpsan Sheriff Archibald
A. B. Dickie Stephen Putnam
Dr. M, Gurdon E. L. Thorne
R. Laing J. K. Munnis

"PRESBYTERY OF LUNENBURG AND SHEL-
BURNE.

H, Crawford Dr. Calder
J. K. McClure Mr. Eisenhaur

PRESBYTERY OF VICTORIA AND RICHMOND,

Kenneth McKenzie D. E. McKay
TRod’k McLeod Nuil Nicholsen

PRESBYTERY OF SYDNEY.

Dr. 1. Murray A. D, M'Gil'v'ry, M D.
D. Drummond D. McLennan
Wm. Grant RAHM'Keen, M. D.

Trinidad.
LETTER FROM REV. K. J. GRANT.

Saxy FErNANpo, Fub. 24, 1888,
Dear Mr. Scott:

The New Year opened and continues
full of promise in mission work, Already
Jorty have been baptized in our district,
of whom twenty-five are adults, Last
Sabbath fourteen were received. Of these
seven, at & remote station, were directly
traceable to school work. There isacarce-
ly a station “without candidates for
baptism, ’

On Sabbeth last I also opened a new
place for instruction and worship, erected
at a cost of about $400. It is in the midst
of a large population, the most of whom
are as sheep without a shepherd. Itison
Bien Venue, one of Sir Charles Tetinants
estates. His attorney, Mr. White, was
present, also Mrs. White and a number of
other friends, besides the Indian people
who packed the house.

‘We put up this house to hasten the in-
gathering of souls to Christ. It may take
us many months to pay for it. 1f any
Christian friend can spare a. donation for
this particular object-it will be thankfully
received. Every
prospect.of the mission. )

Yours faithfully,
K. J, Graxy. |

month improves the |’

On the first of May, one month henco, the
accountsof the Schemes of the Church for
the current ecclesinstical year will close,
Any congregation that has not contributed
to all the Schemes should complete the work
us soon as_possible, and all moneys shiould
be forwarded to Rev. P. M. Morrison with.
out delay.

AMUSEMENTS.

1, As toall worldly amusements, if
you have the least dvubt as to your conduct
—if there is tho least conflict between
inclination and duty, go in prayer to the
Saviour, and ask bimn what you ought to
do, and then act as you believe Le would
approve if he were present with you.

2, If there is the least doubt, is it
not best to err on the safe side, apd rather
keep too far from the world, than to go
too near to it ?

*3. Is it not right for you in this, as
in all things, to take such a course, that
if all were to imitate your example, it
would make the church a holy and spiritual
and useful church, and give you, personal-
ly, the highest and best influence as a
devoted and faithful Christian ¢

GIVING AND RECEIVING.

There is a meanness which will grovel low
in the dust for gain; and there is also a pride
that will not bend gracefully to receive a
favor. There are people who dread to be
under obligation, and caunot rest until they
think they have repaid it. Yet.is it not one
kind of selfishuess that withholds from a
friend the ?lens\u-e of giving? True generos-
ity is broader than'this; it accepts in grati-
tude what is offered in kindness, while it
stands everready to bestow what is possible
upon those who may need it. Itisa great
mistake to think that kindness consists only
in giving. Quite as often and as pleasingly
is it shown by receiving in a glad and grate-
ful manner the kindness offered by others. ~

SETTLING ACCOUNTS.

An infidel was introduced by a gentle-
man to s minister with the remark, *‘He
never attends public worship.”

“Ah,” said the minister *I hope you
are mistaken.”

*‘By nomeans,” said the stranger. *‘1 al-
ways speiid Sunday in settling my ac-
counts,” -

“Then, alas?” was the calm but solemn
reply; ‘‘you will find, sir, that the Day of
J'ud,gment will be spent inthe same man-,
ner!” ) ’
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LABRADOR.
[For the Maritime.

Soveral years ago the Presbyterian
Church of tho Lower Provinces opened up
a mission at Labrador. Rev. E. A, Mec-
Curdy was the first missionary sent to this
destitute ficld. He was afterward fol-
lowed by Rev. D. Suthepland, now of
Gabarus, Cape Breton, and then by Rev.
E. Archibald. Different coves and har-
burs were visited and the seed of Divine
truth was scattered among the inhabitants
dwelling along the rugged coast of this
peninsula. : .

‘Che mission to Labrador, however, was
not earvied on many years. Our united
church has never sent a laborer into the
field. Of Iate the B. A. Tract Society,

“Halifax, has been sending colporteurs to
this destitute region."

The students Missionary Associntion,
Pine Hill, wishing to send an agent to
somo ficld where spiritual destitution pre-
vails, have just selected Labrador. The
work of former days will thus bé revived,
and our students are deserving of all
praise in directing their attention to this
necessitous locality. Last summer Mr.
S. A. Frazer. of Dalhousie College, labored
as a colporteur in Labrador. '

The following extracts from his report
show that much destitution prevails, -

*‘On one small island on the coast where
70 people were living searcely an indivi-
dual could read. Inhota few pluces the
Gospel is heard only ence or twice a year,
and some of the Protestant families were
without a Bible, The great majority of
the people are in destitute circumstances
and rarely have ar opportunity of listen-
ing to the Word of Gud.” o :

**Some of them asked why the jicople
of Nouva Scotia were sending missionaries
to the heathen and leaving the puor
people of Labrador without the Gospel.

This question is now being answered in
a tangibie way. 8200 has been raised to
support a catechist and further contribu.
tions are solicited. The work will be car-
ried on under the direction of our Home
Mission Board.— Com.

The Bishop of Shunghai says “‘that the
difticulty of spreading the guspel in China
consists ‘in complete indiffsrence, and a
feeling that the Chinese pussess and know
‘all that is worth possessing or knowing."’

Hew Nebrides.

EXTRACT OF LETTER FROM MR.
ANNAND. .

There is not much transpirving here of
interest. " Life among savages is rather
more wmonotonous than it is at home. All
is quiet and peaceful around us, Neither
wars not rumors of war disturb our vil-

lage. Our world is very contracted and
narrow. The chief gossip of -the natives

is about pigs, yams, taro, bunanas and
such like things. The hurried season of
yam planting is nuw just over. The night
dancing-and vevelry connected therewith
have clused, uor io bo resumed until the
new yams are dug about Feb., Visiting
and feasting with friends is now the order
of the day.

We are very well pleased with onr new
station. It is the best spot that could have
been selected from which to work South-
ern Santo. We have a good harbor—a
comparatively healthy place—a central
loeality, and we are among the most in-
fluential people on this const. We were
thus guided in haste, for we had no time
to lovk elsewhere to settle in a very de-
sirable region. Othet parts of Santo are,
no doubt, more populous, but they must
have other missionaries. )

Our peiple are on visiting terms with
villages far and near, hence we shall have
opportunities of communicating with more
distant places, * We have now heard of
twelve villages in - which our Tanguan
language is spoken, whereas we could only
hear of eight altogether when we first
settled. My indisposition is hinderiry
our progress in the acquisitivn of the lan-
guage. However, we trust that it may
"ot continue for long.

Our station is' now very comfortable.
All our iiecéssary buildings are completed
and the ground arbund cleared for gaydens
and a park. “‘The Tangoans are more will-
ing to work than any-of the other islaud-
ers hat I have seén. We have to refuse
numbers of applicants every week. Somo-
times & man or two will get to work with-
out asking us or even after being told that
we did not want their sexviees, trusting to
our geod nature for their pay. Weare on
the most friendly terms with them, and
they look upon us now as their special
property. The wonder to them is that

our trade never gives out. They have
been drawing upon it steadily for over
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three months, and o far as they know it
seems inexhaustible. .

It is somewhat early yet for me to give
any account of their system of worship or
heathenism. T prefer waiting until I am
more thoroughly acyuainted with it my-
self. Their condition hereafter is sup-
posed to be in accordance with the num.
ber of pigs they have killed for feasts.
Herc as almost everywhere else among
savages, the mean man, the man who
grudges foud to others, is the most wicked
man. These people have proved them-
selves wonderfully honest toward us; but
that is probably only because we have as
it were heen received into their clam,
hence it would be’ considered bad to steal
from us.

Many peopld at home imagine that these
pagans are & desperate lot to live among.
Not so by any means! When we gain
their confidence and friendship we soon
become quiteat home with them. They
sometimes do dreadful things to one ano-
ther, and especially to their enemies, but
we rarely have any cause to fear them.
So far here we have felt perfectly safe.
Mission work even among these very
‘barbarous trives is not such a terrible
thing as many suppose., It.is, I confess,
a lonely life, a wretched place in which to,
be sick, especially for those who like
sympathy. The fact that friends are
sympathizing with us thousands of miles
away, helps a little but it fails when most
needed. * * ¥ *

I am, yours,
J. ANNAND. °

LETTER FROM MRS. ANNAND.
To the W. F. M. Society, Gays.River:
TANGOA, Santo, Oct. 24, 1887.
My Dear Friends : '

Probably some of you- may like to hear
from us in this far corner .of the earth.
‘We have been settled here three months.
Tangoa is a small islet on the South side
of Santo. It rises some 50 feet above the
sea and is upwards of a mile long and
about a third of a mile wide. Itis dry
and rocky but a beautifpl spot, densé
foliage down to the water’s edge. We
have a good deal of the underbrush cleared
away and just the finer trees left around-
our home. We have about 8 acres of land
which gives us quite a nice little park.
There are twe noble banyan trees, kings

. { further South:

of our forest, ncar the house. We are

about 200 yards from the sea shoro, a

benutiful, sandy beach. Our harbor isa
fine one, with good anchorage, and also u
good watering place for ships as thers is a
river of splendid water entering the har-
bor from the mainland.

The Tangoans are the most important
people on this side of Santo and ave some-
what feared by others. They are said tor
be caunibals but we have: seen nothing of
it yet. Peace reigns on all the South side
of Santo just now. They build large
canoes and go in them on long trading
expeditions. Though they live on this
isle their plantations are chiefly on the
wainland to which they cross every day to
work. They are quite industrious and
have plenty of food for their own use and
also for sale.

Ten villages of our people live on the
wainland, speaking the same- language,
while on this South side of Santo there
are people speaking threec other dinlects,'
all of whom we expect to be under our
care. We hope that by acquiring ono
language to be ‘able to work the whole of

‘the South side of Santo, with the help of

teachers. Then there still remains three
quarters of the island uncared for.

In regard to appearance these people
are rather finé looking. The men are
more decently covered than on some of the’
other heathen islands, but the women, the
less said about their costume the better.
It needs reforming. They do notseem 8o’
averse to wearing our clothes as on some.
of the other heathen islands. Ws have
given out quite & numbher of shirts for
men and boys, also some dresses.

The women-here do the drudgery of the
the work. The men pay more for their -
wives than on some of the other islands
{ They pay from five to
twenty pigs for a girl, the price depending
uponherrank and appearance Polygamy
is practiced. One man has eight wives,
another three, and many of them have
twe. All seem to manage to get one.
They buy them from inland and the neigh-
boring islands.

All about this northern part of the

group the different grades of chicfs are

casily known by thé ‘sceptre which they
carry. The lower order have no carving
on -their stafis, the highest have a good
deal: No one but chiefs are allowed to
use fans. There are.also certain had
words:that if.spoken to.a chief the person:
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would Lo put to death or pay o fine of ten
igs,
: "fl‘huro is some otiquette observed here
among the chiefs, A week or two ago
two chiofs of importance came to see us
and our house, &e. They caume from in-
land villages, and were brought here by
Molinatur, one of our high chicfs nt this
*village, and some of his people. The
Tangoans are quite proud of showing us
and our house to their neighbors, On
leaving the chief ordered one of his elderly
men to precede the inlang chiofs and clear
the way, whilst he followed. Welike the
people.  So far they bave boen vevry
friendly. There avc always some of them
about our premises.

The language. of which we have not got
very much yet, is guite is quite different
to the one we acquired on Aneityum. It
oven differs in construction. We havea
a fine lot of bright boys here and hope to
start a school for them thissummer. The
men and boys often come asking fora
day’s work. We have frequently em-
ployed as many as 30 at one time, as we
do not care to refuse them work when
thoy are anxious for it.

1 must now cluse, asking you tu remem-
ber us in your prayers and wishing you all
every blessing, in which Mr,. Annand
unites. )

[ remain yours truly,

A. M. AXNAND,

MARITIME 1ITEMS.

Rev. J. F. Blair has accepted a call to
Greenfield, N. B.

Rov. W. C. Calder has resigued the
congregation of Woudstock, N. B.

. A wonderful work of grace has been and
is still going on in the Scotsburn congre-
sation.

Mr. Gerrior has resigned the pastoral
charge of Summerside congregation. M.
McMillan is interim Moderator.

The congregation of Houlton, Maine,
which has Intherto been a section of the
congregation of Richmond, N. B., is goiy
to join the Presbytery of Boston.

The gold diggings district at Fifteen
Mile Stream wlhich, owing to its distance
from other settlements and difficulty of
access has had little preaching, is now
being supplied by Mr. John A. McDonald
of Hopewell,

Moy, Vans has been holding union meoet-
ings for the past few wecks in Lunenburg,
with excellent results, He is to labor
next in Shubenacadie congregation,

The Foreign Mission Committee, Enst-
ern Division, wish a missionavy and a lady
teacher fur Couve, Trinidad, and invite
correspondence with & view to obtaining
such, "

There ave six vacant congregations in
the Presbytory of P. E. fsland, viz:i—
West Cape, Richmond Bay West, Sum-
merside, Bedeque, Now Londun North,
Kensington, and Belfast.

The congregation of Georgetown and Mon-
tague, P. E. L, has been divided into two
pastoral charges. Mr. Spencer, hitherto
minister of the whole congregation to be
pastor of Montague.

A mass meeting held in Truro has adopted
and forwarded to Ottaws o strong resolution
on the subject of Sabbath observance, pro-
testing against the desecration of the Sab-
bath by ra lway traffic.

A very hearty, unanimous, and enthusias-
tic call has been presented to Rev. A. Mc-
Lean Sinclair from the congregation of Bel-
fust, P. E. 1. 1t is signed %y 192 communi-
cants and 262 adherents.

The Presbytery of Truro held an interest-
ing conference on Sabbath Schools, on
March 2lst, at Onslow. Addresses were

iven by Rev. Messrs. Chase, Sinclair, anid

abill, and Mr. Creelman.

On the first Sabbath of March thirty-one
persons were added to the membership of
Mahone Bay congregation, on profesgion
of their faith. Special services have lecn
held with very satisfactory results.

The Presbytery of Pictou has appoirted
Mr. A. . Thompson, son of ‘E{ev J.
Thompson of West River, and now study-
ing at Princeton, to supply Little Harbor
and Fisher's Grant for the ensuing sum-
mer.

The Presbytery of Pictou will hold its
next meeting, May 1st, at Westville, and
will hold in conuection with it a public
conference on matters pertaining to the
state of religion and the welfare of the
Church.

We record with deep regret that Rev.
Alexander Cameron has resigned the charge
of the congregation of Portaupique and Rass.
River on account of failing health, Mnr.
Caneron has bLeen fifteen years in his pre-
sent charge.
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The Carriboo section of Knox Church
congregation, Pictou, has asked for the
gervices of a Catechist for the summer
in addition to the regular services. The
matter has been referred back by the
Prosbytery to the whole congregation for
consideration and action.

A correspondent writes from Milford
and Gays River that organs have been
placed in both churches and paid for and
that immediately therenfter a larger col:
lectinn was taken for Foroign Missivms
than ever before at one time, shewing that
the organs did not interfere with contri-
butions for the Schemes of the Church.
A good vxample for all churches not to
indulge in luxuries at the expeuse of the
Lord’s work.

The students of the Missionary Associa-
tion of our Theological College in Halifax,
have raised among chemse?ves $200 to
‘support a catechist, one of their own num-
ber, in Labrador forthe ensuing summer,
They will work under the direction of the
Home Mission Committee. The Catech-
ist will be empowered to relieve bodily
want as he may have means and find need.
Any who wish to help can send it to
James T. Swith, Secretary-Treasurer
Pine Hill College, Halilax.

Sixteen years ago Souris, Grand River,
and Bay Fortune, P. E. Island, were for-
med into & congregation. In March 1873
Rev. J. G. Cameron was settled over
them and still remnains the pastor. When
formed into a congregation $100 was re-
ceived from the Supplmenting Fund.
They are now self sustaining and have
built three new™churches free of debt.
The three sections now number, 121 fawi.
lies. Through our Augmentation Fund this
congregation was nurtured and.now- contri-
butes liberally to the schemes of the
church.—Com.

The Presbytery of Halifax held a visi-
tiiin  of the Windsor congregativm,
March 6th., The congregation has lost
somewhat heavily during the past three
years through death and rewmovals, but has
still about 116 families. This congrega-
tion is one of the cldest in the Church,
It has had in its history its seasons of great
prosperity, and also its reverses, but in all
ity changes it has always had: a goodly
body of {aithful men and women to carry
on the Lord’s work. The Presbytery sug-
gested that the envelope sytsera e adopt-
ed in raising funds for ordinazy revenue,

The congregation of St * Andrew’s
Church, Sydney, C. B., has loft the old
church in which it worshipped so long and
on March 4th removed to its new home
which is just completed. The morning
sorvice, Knglish, was conducted by Dr.
Isaac Murray, the Gaelic immediately
after by Mr. Drummond, the evening by
Mr. John Murray and Mr, Purvis of the
Methodist Church. The new St An-
drews is a fine building. 64x52 fect, besides
vestry, The pews are circular, rising from
the platform towards the door. The cost
was £9,000 and the seating capacity 550,

One would think that the Presbytery
of Montreal and that of Boston are far
enough apart to be free from any linbility
of interfctence with each other’s woik,
but in these days distaice is no barrier,

There was, until recently, but ono
Presbyterian Church in Lowell, Mass.
About a year ago some parties in that
church, dissatistied with matters as they
were, asked the Presbytery of Bostun
under whose care they were, to organize
them into & separate congregation. This
the Presbytery deemed 1t unwise to do,
and tried to restore harmony and peace.

The dissatisfied parties have since ap-
plied to the Presbytery of Montreal whith
has responded to their request, and now
they are organized as a congregation in
connection with the Presbyterian Church
in Canada. »

A formal protest has been forwarded
by the Presbytery of Boston to that of
Montreal. The latter must surely have
some very strong reasons for the step they
have taken for it is rather gn extraordinary
one, and they are wise and good men,

Piesbyteries shou'd be as carsful of each
other’s juisdiction and discipline when
they belong to diflerent churches as they
are hound to Le when they belong to the
same church, - .

The income of the Free Church of Sco’-
land last year for Foreign Missions wis
$486,145—the largest sum ever realized
by the Church for that purpuse. There
are ih the jnission twenty-seven principal
and 160 bfanch stations; forty ordained,

“four medical, twenty-two teachers and

twenty-three fomale missionaries, besides
thirty-one missionaries’ wives; twenty-
four native preachers, 310 native teachers,
eleven European evangelists and artisans,
tb4 navive helpers, 5,206 communicante,
and 16,614 pupils in the achools.
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SCRIPTURAL BENEFICENCE.

The next great revival which the church,
and consequently the world, needs is a re-
vival of scriptural beneficence, Dr. Dor-
chester h s recently shown, by convincing
statistics, that while the gross amount
given by the church is increasing, the pro-
portionate amount is decreasing. The
average sum per member is less than it
was a decade ago, and that tuo in spite
of the rapid growth of wealth. This is
aot abounding in the grace of liberality.

Few secm to have studied the word re-
gardinyg this subject as it has been studied
voncerning other subjects. Every Chris-
tian knows what the Scriptures teach about
prayer. One would soun come to doubt
the reality of his religion should he lose
all interest in prayer. Isthere less reason
for doubt if he is a stranger to the grace
of liberality ?

See, fur instance, what the inspired book
says of covetousness—1 Cor. 6: 10; Eph.
D:5; Col. 3:5; Luke 12: 15; Heb, 13: 5.
ete., ete.  Cuvetousuess is placed along-
side of the worst sins, and specially desig-
nated a3 a sin not “‘once to be named
among you as bacometh saints.” It is
idolatryy and excludes those guiley of it
from heaven.

What is this hsinous sin against which
the word speaks in terms of so emphatic
condemnation ! The Greek word for cov-
ctousness i8 nfivorezia, which means “a
Laving more.” There is, of course, such
a thing as a right and proper having more.
‘Une's property may increase by inheritance
or by business, without his being covetout.
Wealth may be consecrated wealth. Many
rich men in scriptural and in more recent
titnes have been among God'’s saints. It
is when the spirit of having more takes
pussession of the heart that a wan is
guilty of covetousuess. And thisis why
covetousness is idolatry; the heart is set
on “more” rather than on God.

There arve two ways in which covetous.
vess displays itself. The first is in greed
after the possession of mopey; and the
second is in the parsimonious withholding
of it from worthy uses. In either case the
underlying motive is ““having more”—the
Twd of money, **covetuusyess, which i
idolatry.” -~ o+ . .

", The scriptural grouping of, graces is nef
less significunt-than that.of sips,  **There .
fare as ye abound in every.hing, in faith:

and utterancs, and hr wl.Cge, and in .

diligence, and in your love to us, see that
yeabound in thisgrace also.” (2 Cor. 8:7).
Thus as covetousness is classed with the
worst sins, so the generous giving of money
for Christ is classed with the highest graces
—a grace to be *‘abounded in,” and one
“to prove the sincerity of your love.”
And then follows the supreme motive for
the exercisc of Christian liberality : *“fur
ye” know the grace -of our Lord Jesus
Ghrist, that, though he was rich, yet for
your sakes he became poor, that ye through
his puverty wight be rich.”

Look at it from another point of view.
The Christian is ‘*a new creuature in Christ
Jesus.” He is renewed in the whole man
after the image of God. But Gud is the
great giver. He freely gives usall things.
Jesus, though he was rich, became pour
foroursakes. Christianity and parsiuon -
ousness are therefore a contradict en in
terms. From the very nature of the case
a Christiun must be liberal.

A study o] Seripture would cotrect false
notions concerning the ownership of prop-
erty. No man possesses his property m
the scnse of absolute proprietorship. We
do nut even own ourselves, for we are
bouuzht with a .price; how much less the
gouds which we are wont to call ours!
Money is a trust. The houschulderabout
to go into a far country called his servants
and delivered unto them hisgoo’s. They
were to occupy till his coming, and at his
coming to return him his own with mter-
est. %n other worls, we are the Lord's
stewards. “‘Stewardship’ must be written
over all our possessions, be they many or
fow. The principle is as applicable, and
ths danger is as great, to the poor as to
the rich. It was the seriant with the une
talent who proved un.aithful.

But winle all our money should be used
“or the Lord, not all of it is to be given to
distinctively religious work. We must eat
and drink, and be clothed and housed.
Nor dves our heaveniy Father-wish lns
childien te go through life joyless and
comfortless, or with no regard to the
higher and finer instincts of the nature
wich which he has endowed ts. Wehave
known fathers to put their children at
work as soon as they could earn a pittance,

and claim their entire earnings until they- .

were of sge.  God is nct such a Father.
Whatever is needful for their best devlop-

ment and truest culture he dves uot be- -

grudge his children.  But he would have
«8 reeegnize his elaim upon vs; and thus
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he teaches us in his word the duty of sys-
tematic, proportivnate and.worshipful giv-
ing. It isthis priuciple which the Assem-
bly’s Cumuiittee is seeking-to bring, into
general adoption throughout the church,
A mighty blessing waits upon its adoption.
“Bring ye all the tithes into the store-
house, that there may be meat in mine
house, and prove me now herewith, saith
the Lord of hosts, if I will not open you
the windows of heaven, and pour you out
a blessing, that there shall not be room
enough to receive it.”

‘Weclpse ns we began. The revival,
above all else, which the church needs is
a revival of scriptural Leneficence.—The
Church at Home and dbroad,

PAUL'S GREAT SECRET.
BY REV. THEODORE L. CUYLER.

The secret of Samson’s strength was in
his hiir. When his locks were shorn off, he
became like-other men. The Apostle Paul
tells us (according to the accurate render-
ing of the New Revision) I have learned
the secret both to be filled and to be hungry,
both to abound and to be in want; I can
doall things in Him that strengtheneth
me.” The secret of Paul's fortitude and
cheerfulnes and ¢ndurance to the end was
that Jerus lived in the very depth of his
soul. A perennial well was opened in the
Apostle’s soul when ho was converted; the
novelty of the first-experience at Damas-
cus passed away. but the deep, clear, liv-
ing waters never ran _dry. People could
always predict haw Paul would act, be-
cause the principle that ruled him was al-
ways the same. *‘The love of Christ con-
straineth me; I can do all things in Christ
who strengthens.ane,” . _

Too many professed Christians ave the
creatures of circtimstances and conditions,
They go up and down  with the tide; to-
day they are happy, to morrow they are
**in the dumps.” When busincss thrives,
they are great believers in Providence;
when times grow hard, and income falls
off, their faith goes out like a candle under
an air pump. In revival-seasons they can
sing aud pray and exhort glibly; when the
surrounding atmosphere cools down, they
are as cold as ever. The real reasonis
that they live on circumstances, and do
not live on Christ. He is the aame yes-
terday, to-day, and forever.

Paul had learned the secret of persev-

F uceasions.

erance.  All true Christians, whether they
hear the ear-mark of Calvin, or Wesley, or
Luther, sagree in this that a Christian
holds vut for no other reason thun that
Christ holds out in him. Because Jesus
lives, he lives also. You can no more ex-
haust tho graces of & Wesley or a Shaftes-
bury,a Spurgeon or & Moody, than you can

ump the Hudson River dry at West

vint, What a transcendent prayer that
is of Paul for his brethren, ‘‘that ye might
he filled unto all the fuluess of God!”
When we meet with aman or woman who
is equally cheerful in sunshine or in storm,
who is always abounding in the. work of
the Lord, who serves Christ on every day
as well as ¢n Sunday, who cares more to
be right than to be rich, who can “say
grace” over the bitterest cup of trial—
when we meet such people, we know that
down in the secret depths of their souls
is Christ the well-spring. They never
freeze up, and they never dry up. Holi-
ness means health; and one healthy Chris-
tian is worth a car-load of Church-nienibers
whose religion has the symptoms of an in-
termittent fever.

Paul also had learned the rccret of
power. A Cunard steamer with an emp-
ty coal-bunker could not move a rod from
the wharf; if towed out to sea, she would
be the sport of every gale. Fill her fur-
nace with coal, and she is a match for a
hurricane. 1n like manner the source of
power in every effective Christian is Christ
dwelling in him. George Muller’s career
is a mystery to some folk: but to those who
discover the pradigious faith which keeps
him linked tv Churist, there is no mystery
in his success. There i8 immense power
in single-hearted love of Christ, and in the
honest determination to serve Him on all
‘This is u higher gift fora min-
ister than genius or cloguence or erudition,
A man of very moderate talents becomes
a leading man in the Church aud in the
community as soon as Christ gets complete
hold of him, Those four fishermen of
Galilee never would have risen above their
fishing-swacks if **power from on high”
had not entered into them, and made them
teachers of sublime truth to the end of
time. Nay, Paul himself would have rot-
ted into obscurity had not Jesus made
him a giant by His grace. *“Not I, but
Christ that liveth in me,” was the secret of
power. And in our churches we some-
times discover a very plain man who has
attained to a great propelling power, sim=

.
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ply by the momentmn of his godliness,
He follows Jesus 80 steadily and vigorous-
ly that he moves others by :s sheer mo-
mentum. Not a great man, he yet dues
grent things “through Christ who strength-
encth. am.” Here was Paul's secret.
Happy are we if we have found it out.
Happy is that church which has learned
the secret of the Lord; it is with them
that fear Him.

ROME UNDER THE TEMPORAL

SUVEREIGNTY.

Great changes have tuken place in Rome
since fifteen yems ago. It has become n
noble, wealthy and prosperous city. The

~ old squalor has disappeared, magnificent
houses have been huilt in every direction,
and the people have a  contented,
well-to.do apprearance, as if they had
plenty tp live upon.  Very different from
what things were in the days of the old
Pope, sovercignty. The Pope still keeps
to the Vatican very closely, and chooses to

- speak of himself as & prisoner; but his re-
venues have largely increased, and it is evi-
dentthat as a spivitual ruler his power
may become greater than it was when he
was an inditferent Temporal Prince. No-
thing has been done mmnid the great chan-
ges 1 Rome to harm the relics of the old
Roman empire; these have been every-
where carefully preserved. The forum
has been further excavated, and one can
form now a better idea than ever of that
nmighty centre of Rowan lite. A new
temple of Vesta has been discovered and
Inid bare to view. Statues in warble of
the famous vestal virgins—grand looking
women they were—stand around its walls,
and give one an intensely realistic impres-
sion of this ancient tsmple. 1t looks as
if they had come back to visit the scene of
their labors, and to look for their vanish-
ed altars.—The Scuttesh Chureh,

SIX PALL-BEARERS.

Tlenry Mueller, a pions German who
died two hundred years ago, used to say :
—**When 1 lovk upon the youth of our
day 1 see six graive-diggers. The first is
called ‘Drunkcuness.” How many Kkill
themselves by excessive drink{ The
sevd must spoil when there is too much
water. Thercfure, young men, if you
wish to live give up drinking.

**The second i8 called -Lust.” How

mauy have thereby hastened death ! By |

unbridled appetite the body is weakened
and loses its strength. Is it not true that
all that is expused to fire is ulti.ztely
consumed ?

“The third is called ‘Wrath.’ Sirach
says :—‘Jenlousy and anger shorten uie,’
and Paul in the book to the Galatians
places next to each other wrath, strif= and
murder. Wrath brings on strife; strife
is often the cause of murder.:

“The fourth is called ‘Disobedience to
our Parents.” We know what a blessinyg
the Fifth Commandment proclaims. Whe
does not keep it will feel its curse. Dry
wood which cannot bend must break.

“The tifth une is called ‘Bad Company.’ .
How many who thereby have lost lifo and
soul eternally ! Tie a corpse to a living
body, and althcugh the living being can-
not bring the dead body to life, yet the
odor of the decaying corpse will uttuuutely |
kill the living.

“The sixth and last is called ‘Idleness.’
It kills man though he seems alive. Is
an idle man more use than a dead budy ¢
When a tree will not bear any wmwore fruit
it is cut down and thrown in the fire.
Young people who have a dusire to live,
shink of this, and leave these grave.diggers
and.pall-bemers alone."—Szl.

A STRANGE MARRIAGE CERE-
MONY.

How well Thomas Nast aud other have
employed the iruny of pictorial sketches
in driving villany or indecency out of the
laid is weli known, A brief sketchinthc
Church Missionary Intelligencer for Sep-
tember shows that the sune agency was
employed years ago in shaining the British
government and the East. India Company
out of their base patrunage to Indian
idolatry.

Sir Peregrine Maijtland had accepted
from the East India Company the office of
commander-in-chief of the Madras army,
a1d a scal in the council, an office worth
£€59,000 a year, but had done so only on
the condition that he should nut be re-
quired to have an official connection with
the idolatry of the country. He well
kuew how grossly the East India Com-
pany had catered to the heathen ceremo-
nies of Iudia, even making large grants
for their support. .

Only a few days after his arrival in
Mudras he received from, the company’s
cfice in Londun a documecnt. sanctivning

. R
- L}
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the appointment and payment of dancing
girls in a certain Hindu temple. ‘l'o this
he was expected to aftix his signature.
At once he took his stand, resolved to
throw up his lucrative appointment and
return to England if required to put his
hand to any such scheme. ‘T'he matter
was laid before the company, and after
six months a reply was received stating
that the company declined to excuse Sir
Peregrine, aund although comparatively
poor, he sacrificed his $50,000and returned
to England.

But there were two missionaries in
Madras who did not allow the matter to
rest. The annual festival of the goddess
Yayagathal, the protectress of a part of
Madras, was approaching. The anmnnal
ceremony of marrying the East Ind ¢ Com-
pany to the imaye of this guddess was to
be perforined with great pomp. In due
time the goddess was borne around the
“black town,” as it is called, and was then
brought to government headquarters,
where a high ofticial of the Esst India
Company came out, bearing a handsorne
cashmere shawl as a bridal present to the
idw], and an ornament to put around the
bride’s neck. The latter is used in native
mariiages in place of & ring, while ropeat.
ing the words, “With this | thee wed,”
etc. The official presented the shawl and
tied the urnament around the idol's neck,
pronouncing the East India Company and
the idul Yayagathal husband and wife.
The two missionaries were silent but busy.
One wrote a minute description of the
ceremuny, the other with graphic pencil
made a telling eketeh of the nuptial scene.
These were sent™iome.  Bishop Blomfield
carried them to the House of Lords, held
them up to view, aud declared that if the
connection between the East India Com-
pany and the ido! systemn of India was not
ubolished, he would send the letter and
the carioon broadease throughout the land.
‘this wns sufficient. The ubsurdity and
degredation were potent. Pirobabiy a peti-
tion signed by all the missivnaries in
India would scarcely have been so effec-
tive.—Church at Home asd Abroad.

The late Dr. Gutluie, of Edinburgh,
#£aid, **1 have four good rcasons for being
an abetainer. My head is clearer, my
hoalth is b tter, my heart is lighter, and
my puise is heavier.”

READING THE BIBLE.

1n proportion as we cultivate & minute
and loving acquaintance with the Word of
God our taith will be firm, and our reli-
gion will be sound and robust. The bee,
which is gathering strength and sweetness
from the blossom, ueeds no argument to
persuade it that honey is hidden in the
cells of flowers.  And the man who isdaily
gathering comfort and suppurt, saneiitice.-
tion and spiritval vigor from the ;Word,
needs 1o one to convinee him that heaven-
ly wisdom is contained in the Scriptures
of truth; and such a man will not be easily
beguiled ot hisst.adfastuess, whatever de-
cetvers enter into the world.  When ncar
her death, a singularly clear-thinking and
pious student of tune Bible wrote toa
triend the following: “You may remem-
ber my tellirg you that some years ago I
declined greatly, alost entirely (inward-
ly), from the ways of Gud, aud in wmy
breast was an infidel—-a disbeliever in the
truths of the Bible; When the Lowd
brought me out of that dreadful state and
«stablished my faith in his Wad, I deter-
mined to tuke that Werd «lowe for ny
guide, I read nothing else for betwedn
three aud four months, and the Lord hel-
ped me to pray over every word thatl
read. At that time, and fiom that read-
ing, all my religivus opinions were for-
nied, and 1 have not changed one of tham
since.”— James-Hami:t n,

VITAL H. AT INDISPENSABLE.

Stopford Biooke has alrcady begun to
wane, His congregation steadily dimin-
ishes: and this notwithstanding *-heisvu-
questivnably ane of the first preachers of
the day; & superb master of the English
language; & warked individuality 2ud a
sywpathetic style.” The Methodist Lanes
accounts for the change this: *"Ever since
he allowed bimse If tomultilate the liti gy,
and to emasculate the best-hnown bymins
of the chmiches in ;der to shape thom to
the Unitariuniem hc felt it his duty heu-
¢stly to avow, his miniztry Laus bern a
waning cne. Nuiither gemus, eloquance,
nor hunesty could save it It has had no
vital heat mn it.” The same paper adds:
*‘There never was a more stiiking end
painful illust:ation of the futility «f any
goapel ameng men save of Him who was
crucitied. That is the «nly gapel on
which a ministiy cun 1 e Luilt, and ti.e cnly
story .nen never grow tited of Leazing.”—
Phil. L res.

\
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HOME PERSECUTION IN CHINA.
BY THE REV, ¢. F. KUPFER,

The two instances I desire to mention
dore will give the readers a faint iden
-avhat the native Christians have to endure
fin Chiua, and also with what hervism they
aneet these persecutions which ave in-
flicted upon them by their.own people.

About two years ago our native preach-
<r at W chen, one of our inland stations,
BHrought a fine looking lad of about four-
teen years of age, asking admittance into
the Fowler Institute, DBeing fairly well
on in his studies and having the appear-
since of coming from a good family, I re-
<eived him on condition that he would re-
aain seven years in the school. 1 atonce
set him at work studying the Gospels,

which were explained to the students daily
by our native local deacon. .

On the first Sunday in June, 1886,
when I announced that four candidates
For baptism were present and asked them
o come forward, this yonng lad came for-
wvard asking e to baptize him.  Although
the had not been a probationer, yetin con-
sideration of his knowledge of the Scrip-
zures, 1 admitted him to this Holy Sacva-
anent without a moment's special prepara-
zion for ir. .

The following seven ér eight months no
wpossible fault couid be found with him.
He really gave every sign of becoming
2 genuine Christian.  Bnt, Chinése New
Wear came, to which all students will go
diome if they possibly can, and Wang chic
*hag (for this is his name) was no excep-
tion, although his home was eighty miles
distant.

Tustead of returnirg to school in due
ime he tarried several weeks, until 1 had
#o send for him, and finally hud to go to
#iis home to tell his parents that the rules
«f the schools conuld not be violated in
that way. The poor boy finally returned
o schoul all unsettled, unhappy, apparent-
Ry finding no pleasure in taking an active
part in religious exercises or in his daily
-work. In ashort time he deserted. I
-then made no cflort to bring him back,
zhinking he wasa hopeless case, and if
<ever I had made a mistake it was when 1
oaptized him,

But will the reader condemn mo when I
tell him what this boy had to endure for
Jesus whomhe loved! A missionary pass.
«<d through this town a few days age and
found the boy bound with iron fetters.

ORI

His pavents having heard of his being bap-
tized gave him no peace nor rest, but tried
to force him to become a Tavist priest,
spent 40,000 cash teaching him Tavist
Theology. But with whatsuccess? They
drove him mad. -

With his fect in iron fetters he followed
the missionary all through the streets of
the town, hopping on hands and feet. In
his sane moments he told the missionary
that he did love Jesus and did not wish to
become a Tavist priest. When the par-
ents saw this they unly drew the shackles
closer, until all the skin was chafed off his
ankles.

Another cage isa boy about sixteen
years of age, at present in the Institute.
for a long while he resisted the influence
of the Holy Spirit, battling against con-
viction, always contending that worshipp-
ing idols was of as much avail as worship-
ping Jesus, quoting many instances of
effectual prayer to idels. His parents
being staunch heathen this was not to be
wondered at. About two rpemths ago,
when he saw sixteen of his classmates bap-
tized by Bighop Warren, he yielded to his
convictions and decided to be baptized
and become a follower of the Lord Jesus.,
But no sooner had he taken this step than
Satan set to work making his home a place
of terror. His people buing in fair cir-
cuinstances had the advantage over him.

After threats and abuses proved of no
avail they resorted to the old plan of dis-
inheriting their son.  “If you will come
to us and do ancestral worship you shall
have all the clothing you nced, and when
your uncle dies you are to have all of his
property, besides what you will receive
from home; but if you worship that Jesus
you need not come to us for anything.”

The reader will doubtless be glad to
learn that this boy is taking a different
course from the one described above. He
is not allowing himself to be driven mad,
but frankly told his people tokeep their
carthly goods. I will not do ancestral
worship, I have learned to love Jesus and
with Him L have all things.”

The foreigner in China is hated for his
nationality, but he is not persecuted for
his religion. But if he adopts the Chinesc
costume and happens to have a somewhat
‘“celestial” physique he will have the same
scoffs and ridicule te endure a native has.

*‘What, and you also sell the foreign
devils’ buok? And what has induced you
1o become a proselyte to the foreign
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dovils' doctrine? All such questions are ! isfies itself in the non-payment of n debt-

asked when in the interior of this prov-
inece."—Gospel in all Lands.

MARCHING ORDERS.

Read o’er your marching orders,
Scaled with your Leader’s blood;

T earth’s remotest borders
Proclaim the Lamb of God !

Set life and death beforo them,
The Jew, the Greck as well:

There is one Father o'er them,
Who doeth all things well.”

Read o’er your marching orders !
Who knows so well as He
The depth of sin's disorders,
1ts curse and misery ¢
There is but one salvation,
From sin and death and hell;
To every tribe and nation,
Lot the sweet tidings swell !

Read o'er your marching orders,
Stop not to reason why;
“To earth’s remotest borders,
To all that sin and die !”
Waste not in speculation,
The force you need for fight;
To all the great salvation !
Proclaim it with your might,

Swerve not to paths forbidden,
Where'angels have not trod;
Some things God’s love has hidden, - - -
Some things belong to God;
Upon your heights of glory,
Hereafter you may know;
Enough for you, Christ’s story
All round the earth must go.
Enough for you the mission,
The Gospel tale to tell,
Under the great commission
That saves from death and hell;
Read o'er your marching ovders;
His fiag viust be unfurled
In earth’s remotest borders;
Must fleat all round the world !
—J. E. Rankin, D. D.

WHAT SORT?

YWhat sort of morality is that which sat-
isfies & man in the non-payment of & debt
as long as his creditor refruins from “dun-
uing”{

W hat sort of morality is that which sat-

.

because it is a small amount - a trifle?
What sort of morality is that which
calls the attention of the creditor to an
overcharge, but is silent about an under-
charge?
What sort of morality is that whicly

. | agoks ta evade meeting hus creditor lest he

should be more plainly reminded of his
indebtedness?

What scrt of morality is that which sat-
isfies itself in the non-payment of a debt
because the creditor is presumed by the
debtor not to need what the debt culls for?

What sort of morality is that which sat-
isfies itself in the non-payment of a dult
because of a failurein farming, or other
enterprise or undertaking?

What sort of morality is that which gets:
offended when asked to pay a delt which
the debtor promised to pay long vefore
the-time of dunning?

What sort of morality is that which pro-
vides for his owy wife and children by de-
frauding the wife and children of another
man, dwad or alive, to whow he is justly
indebted for things which huve been used
by the debtor's family for their own en-
juyment or protit?

What surt of worality is that whiehiig=
nores moral obligation as to a debk,.andi
pays only when the civil law compels?

What sort of morality is that whiclhe
lightens the ubligation to jay a just delit
in proportion to the length of time sincet,
was contracted? e

In short, what sort of morality. is that-
which disregards the command,. ‘“Thow,
shalt not steal”! Y

The remarkable changes wronght in the
Fiji Islands, once so awfully barbarcus,
have been recently noted.  I'he Wesloyam
Missionary Suciety meets these ideas witle
such facts as these.—Of the 117,743 Fiji-
ans, more than nine-tenths attend churela
with fair regulaiity; the Fiji childius
know far less of cannibalism than the old-
er -missivnaries can tell them; where
fifty years since there was not n single
Christian to-day thereis not asingle avow-
ed heatlien;all the Fiji children are in the
schools; the schools and churches have
wholly displaced the heathen temples.

It is said that chemically prepéived cig-
arette paber is imported into the United
States at the rate of. §1,000 worth a day-



112

THE MARITIME PRESBYTERIAN.

A PEEP INTO THE “CRISIS OF MIS-
SIONS.”

BY MRS, MACDOUGALL IN THE NEW ENGLAND
PRESBYTERIAN.

“I have attempted though very imper-
fectly, to cull a faw thoughts from these
fascinating pages, hoping tha* they ‘nay
tempt you to gather the whole, so by a
thorough reading of tho “Crisis of Mis-
sions,” *he information gained will more
than pay you for the time spent.

In 1793 the first modern foreign mission-
ary, a pious cobbler, William Carey, start-
¢d out from England.  Missionaries were
a novelty in those days, and were terribly
persecuted. Now the Jaw is a kind friend
in protecting them from all injury.

When the ninteenth century Uegan,
one could hardly reach the heathen.
There was the great Wall of China, the
ports of Japan were closed, the English
power iu India was very hostile to mis-
sionary cffort, one coukl not get into Af-
rica, and the islands spread over the ocean
were full of creatures, who were so fero-
cious as to eat theiv fellow-beings. The
Moslems were bigots. The Clristianity
in papal lands was only a name, and the
Bible was not allowed to be circulated.
Women were despised and shut up in har-
ems. Thoso who knew nothing of the
gospel were like wild beasts and demons,
and those who called themselves Chris-
tians, cousidered it a crime against God
to embrace any other belief than their
own and their pride and greatness were
further obstacles of approach. There
were hatred and indifference towards mis-
sionary cffort, owing to the sins and im-
moralities in the church at hume,

TO-DAY,
all these barriers are down.  The word of
God has two hundred and tifty languages
and dialects for its universal diffusion over
the earth. Indin is full of missionary sta-
tions. Turkey has many church spires
pointing to heaven. Syrian men and wo-
men are being educated in Christian
schools, and the Bible has a large circul-
ation throughout the world. Japan is be-
comiug civilized, Africa accessible to tra-
vellers, cannibals are but little known,
and the Papal lands are sending out in-
vitations to Christians to come and work
there.
INDIA

secmed ahmnost imjregnable.  Tnside

were 200,000,000 Brahmins and Mo-
hammedans, who were deadly enemies to
religion, and sociul caste was o great bar-
rier.  To-day, the cducation of women is
progressing rapidly. Brahminism is dy-
ing. Railroads ave breeing up the distine-
tions in social standing. for all classes ride.
together in the ¢cars. The native Chris-
tian population has jucreased twenty fold
in half a century. Now, ta be a Christian
in Iudia is to be 1espected. The graves
of six hundred missionaries in that country
will reap arichlarvest of souls. sSixty
thousand heathen became Chrigtians in
one year. Wonderful changes!

SIAM

has a population of 8,000,000. Thisis a -
very interesting country. The vegetation
is beautiful, and the animal kingdom vari-
ed. All of the snered literature is written
on long strips of palm leaf. The piinei-
pal works comprise 4,000 volumes. Budch-
ism is the peoply’s religi-n ~ One temple
erected to Buddha cost $200,600 Jan 1 con-
tains 900 imagesof the g d, vno of them,
158 feetlong isinlaid with pearl and over-
laid with gold.

There are only twenty seven ‘mission-
aries among the Siamese. The kingis kind
to missivnaries, alto a donor.  The preach-
ing, teaching, pressandmedical mission are
fouragencies to convert Siam to Christ.
When the young king lost his wife he bor-
rowed a Bible from one of the,missionaries,
because there was nothing in Buddhism to
give him any comfort.” Access to the har-
ems  was first made in 1861, when the
thirty wives and royal sisters of the king
were taught.

CBINA'S

population is 500,000,C0Q. Tliese **Orien-
tal Yankees” are industrious, sparing,
polite, ingenious and ¢xsremely proud of
their antiquity.  Almost all of the inven-
tions date back to Chira, and public
honors are based upon skilful brain labor.
China is surrounded by its famous wall,
1.500 miles long, and from f{ifteen to
thirty feet high. It is wide enough for
six horsemen to ride abreast.

The famous treaty of Tientsin in 1858,
gave missions an access to this wonderful
country. Chinamen are gamblers, opium
eaters and drunkards. Women are abased.
In forty of the Chinese towns two-fifths of
all the girl babies were either drowned or
buried alive. The langas.nis very diffi-
cult to learn. :
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In 1875, at Shanghai, Christian litera-
ture was being printed by eight persons
and scattered among the people.”

It was in thy year 1807, through the
laborious efforts of Robert Maorrison, who
translated the New Testament into
Chinese, that Protestant missions began.
He baptized his tirst convert and in sixty-
four years the number had increased more
than twenty-fold. :

Thers is now the China Inland mission,
with & staff of three hundred, which is
founded upon five noble principles, and is
doing a grand wurk. Dr. Williams says
that fifty years more of Christian missions
will evangelize the whole of China.

The **Sunrise Kingdom" —

JAPAN-—

underwent @ series of ups and downs from
1852 to 18563, when Commodore Perry
“:on the Lord's day, with a squairen of
seven ships of war cast anchor in the bay
of Yeddo. Spreading the American flag
over the capstan ‘of his vessel, he laid
thereon an opsa Bible, read the one hun-
dredth psalm, and then. with his Chris-
tian crew, sang from Kethe's version :
‘All people that on earth do dwell,

Sing tv the Lord with cheerful voice;
Him serve with mirth,His praise forth tell,
‘Come ye before Him and rejoice.’

That first Christian psalm that ever
sounded in the bay of Yeddo echoed over
the quiet waters, the signal of a peaeeful
conquest. . Without firing a, gun or shed-
ding a drup of bloud, Japan’s ports were
thrown open to the commerce of the
world and to the evangel of God.”  With-
in thirty-three years 40,000,000 of people
have changed in cverything. There are
now 2,009 newspapers printed in Japau.
Thirteon yeara apo, the first Protestant
church was formed, now there are one
hundred and fifty, and one of the officials
in Japan lately sent $500and a chandelier
as a gift to a mission church ab its tenth
anniversary. ’

Now let us look at the little peninsula
of

KOREA

30 near China and Japan. It's population
is 8,000,600. 1t was the medical mission
that, in 1882, made an entrance for Chris-
tian labor. Dr. Allen’s medical cures
during a revolt so won the love of those
healed, among whom were members of
the royal family, that a hospital was built

very soon after through permission of the
king. » kind friend gave money to pay
for printing. -and the result is 3,000 copics
of Luke and John, and now the Japanese
converts are going as missionaries to con-
vert the Koreans.
In the
OTTOMAN EMIIRE
there is a large variety of races and reli-
gious. Up to 1866 the roligion was Mo-
hamedanism.  Theun, the sultun gave
permssion to all'in his dominions to em-
brace any religion ana premised to bring
about many reformms so ns to protect the
Christians.  Schonls are being established, |
and everything has a bright look in this
vast domain.
AFRICA

has been to us for years an unexplored
country. It wasa wonder that any one
had courage enough to penetiate into its
dark regions; but the brave Livingstone
dared all dangers, opened a path for the
missionary; and after forty attacks of
fever died on his knees in a grass hut in
May 1873. .

* In 1875, a party of Scotch missionaries
left their homes and sailed for Livings-
tonia, where they began to put up build-
ings, make roads, open schools, and teach
the peovple, The influence of Livingstone,
who had left all to follow Christ, was
the means of the conversion of Stauley,
the atheist, who lived with him four

J-honths in Africa.

‘Stanley, in 1877, made the greatest
step in exploving Africa, and the result
was a ship load of missionaries from Eng-
land. TFive gheat lakes are now discover-
ed, and ‘notliing but the outline of the
continent is as it was twenty-five years
aocn,

“In 1884 the Bcrlin Confercnce decided
to do everything it could to preserve, pro-
teet, encourage and educate the African

-natives as also all missionaries, and every
right exercised by them.

Now take & brief glance at papal lands
and the same wonderful changes are seen.
At the Reformation

EUROPE
was controlled by Rome. Now, Protes-
tantism.js steadily gaining in numbers,
wealth, and in intellectual, moral, politi-
cal and spiritual power. There are
twenty-two Protestant churches in Rome
to-day.

ln
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SPAIN

where Christinns were so tortured, now
Bibles cannot be printed fast enough to
supply the wants of the people.  The Me-
Call mission,

IN FRANCE,
is doing wonderful work. Savouarola’s
dying cry was

¢ OH ITALY,
1 warn thee that only Christ can savs
shee ! The time for the Holy Ghost has
not come; but it will i And surely it is
coming. Roman Cutholicism in cluse con-
tact with Protestantism, and distant fromn
Papal countries is being changed by this
‘proximity. .

Crussing the water and coming to Mex-
jco, we find ons-fifth of its inhabitauts
pure Buropeans, one-fifth native, and the
rest mixed., The language .is Spanish.
In 1873, the downfall of Romanism there
began, and the Bible in the bands of one
man ushered in a new civilization aud a
Protestant church,  Protestant ission-
arivs are met by opposition and persecu-
tion, but still the work goes «n.  Mexico
is opening to trade and travel, but there
is great need of Christian laborers in this
near and neglected country.

The conditions of

SOUTH AMERICA

are very similar to those of Mexico, and in
woportic n to the papal cuntrol weshall find
1gnorance, superstition, immorality, fetter-
elintellect, ind distorted conscienco. Mis-
sivnaries 10 South America have been en-
countered by spiritual destitution and an-
tagonism. The priests threaten to excom
municate all who goto a Protestant church,
and often are leaders in the persecution
of Protestants and in the destruction of
property. A higher civilization is, how-
ever. marked, and the people see that
Protestantism is a heip to politicul and nat-
ional progress.
CHILI
ranks first in intelligence and enterprise,
Brazil in size. The mission work in Chili
is yuite marked. There is a seminary at
Santiago to  prepare the natives for the
ministry.
BRAZIL

becamo n free state in 1822, and its em-
peroor, Dom Pedro, isa progressive lord.
\When hoeame to Philadelphia on a visit
a few years azo the Rumish party tried to

f

i hinder missions, but when the Dom re-
tucned, a cabinet was formed in sympathy
with the work and it has gained a new im-
petus.

The Presbyterian church has oighty
missions in the United States of Columbia,.
Chili and Brazil—only one Protestant mis-
sionary to 600,000 soulsin South America.

THE FIJI GROUP

exhibits perhaps the most wonderful
changes, The pen cannobt depict the
changes in fifty years, 200,000 people
were living iis such o way that cannibalism -
was a requiroment of their roligion. When.
a chief built his hut, he surrounded it by-
rows of persuns buried alive. 1f he
launched a canoe, living hodies were the-
rollers on which it was carried to the sea.
Seven years after missions began, there
was not & sin Je heathen on the island.
In 1885, there were 1,200 chapols, 2.350
missionaries and teachers. over 26,000
church members, 4,600 probationers, and
42,000 Sabbath school scholars, The stune
on which the corpses destined for cannibal®
orgies and trailed in blood along the road
were dashed, is now a baptismal fontin
the great Bau church. Inthe Navigators’
Island there, are to-day wuot probably
twenty houses in which you would not find
the Bible, and daily worship, and at Malua.
there is a mission seminary over forty
years old, which is very popular.

Cbarles Darwin, when young, visited
the island of )
. " TERRA DEL FUEGO,

and said the people were worse tham
brutes in many ways. A Scottish captain
went three times to preach to them, but
with his followers died of starvation.
When Lis dead body was found, there was.
vead un the rocks above, these words, *‘my
soul wait thou on the Lord, for mv expee-
tutaon is from Him.” When Me. Darwin
visited the island just before his death,
lhe saw the power of the gospel over tle:
most d. graded. -
On tl.e little island of

MADAGASCAR,

a nati+ e evangelist was placed. He was.
kept two hours waiting on the beach while
the p: sts were callihg down the anger of
the gods upon him. The men, wowen
and children made a virtue of nakedness.
Eight years after, one-third of them were-
members of the chureh, giving $1.60 each.
to supjort the geospel, two-thirds of . the
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. . . |
children weze in Christinn schools, and the

heople all cluthed and in their right wminds.

adngascar ulso stands prominent as a
Christian island after thirty-five years of
labor. Phere is no heathen soul so deeply
sunk that he cunnot becume a new cyea-
ture in Christ Jesus.

GOD KNOWS THE BEST.

If we could push ajar the gates of life, .
And stand within and all God’s work-
ings see,
We could interpret all this doubt
strife, ’
And for each mystery could find a key!

and

But not to-day. Then be content, poor

heart?

God'’s plang like lilies pure and white
. unfold,
We must not tear the closo-shut leaves
apart,

"Time will reveal the calyxes of gold.

And if,] théough patient toil, we reach the
an .
Where tired feet, with sandals loosed,
may rest,’ .
When we shall clearly know and under-
stand, .
14hink that we will say, ¢“God knew the

IR 1)

best'” . .

A CALL FROM JAPAN.

A gentleman -writing from Yokobama,
Japan, to an American paper, says :

The history of modern. missions .has
never before presented the spectacle of a
wighty empire re‘ady -to accept Christian-
ity.  Shintoism 'is dead. Buddhism is
on the rapid decline. Its priests consider
its days numbered. The 700 newspapers
discuss moral and religiou§™ questions.
All the thinking people of the laud openly
say that the Christian religion will be
established in Japan. The call is two-
fold: - .-

1. For teachers, both male and female.
These the Japancse offer to svpport, piny-
ing from $30 to 8150 per month. One
missionary said he could locate twenty;

that he had three applications in one day.
* Whatan opportunity ! Who will come?
" How useful ladies could be in instructing

Japanese women and girls in books, in
faily duties, in morals, in religion. A
man-out of school nours could do much
missionary work. Stemmer rates are now

reduced one-half. - The Committee is will-
ing to Yay travelling expenses, :

2. The call to the Church to send ovut
and support men to preach and women to
teach the Gospel is ipperative at this
crisis. Conterts can be .gathered by the
score and hundreds, and self-supporting
churches established. - Thuese churches
quickly tako up the work of propagation.
How can young'meun from 25 to 36 resist
the calls to this inviting field ¢

THE GREAL MASTER.

“I am my own master ! cried a young
wan proudly, when a friend tried to per-
sunde him from an enterprise which he
had en-haud; “I am my own wmaster ! -

“Did you ever consider what a fespon-
sible pust that is ?” asked his friend,

- “Responsible —is it 7"

A wmaster must lay out the work which
he wants done and see that it is done
right. He should try to secure the best
ends by the best means. He must keep
on the look-out against obstacles and
accidents, and watch that everytling goes
straizht or else he must fail.”

‘“Well,” : :

““To be.master of yourself you have
your conscience to keep clear, your heart
to cultivate, your temper to govern, your
will to direct and your judgimént to in-
struct. You are master over a hard lot,
and if you don’t master them they will
waster you.” . B

*That.is so,"” said the young man.

“Now, I could undertake no such
thing,” said his friend. ‘I should fail,
sure¢ if T did.  Saul wanted to.be his own
master, and failed. Herod did. Judas
No man is fit for it. ‘One is my Master,
even Christ.” I work under his divection,
He is regulur, and where he-is master, all
goes right.”

The Belfast Witness. has an important
article oun the setting up of an altar in St.
Paul’s Cathedral, with statues of the Ma-
donuna and Child, and a striking picture of
the Crucifixion, and all without ore word
of reprobation from Protestant ¥Fnglund.
One of the Roman Catholic organs in Lon-
don has a commendatory article on the
same subject. No wonder that the Pope
is 8o high in his praises of England.
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HOME MISSIONS IN THE UNITED
STATES.
THE GREAT WEST.

We have brought before us frequently
in the work of our own Church, the great
North West, but the ' grent West of the
United Status has also a deep interest for
the Maritime Provinces, as nearly every
congregation has some of its young people
thero. We clip the following from *'The
-Church at Home and Abroad” the organ of
the Presbyterian Church, U. 8. North,
which gives a vivid picture of what has
been done and what there is to do,

The Great West!

WHAT IS 117

The phrase ig in these latter days used
to describe that part of the United States
lying west of the Mississippi river.

HOW .BIG IS 117

The area west of the Mississippi, exclud-
ing Alasks, is two and oue-half times as
large as thut lying east of the river.  The
whole avea of the United States, by the
census of 1880, 18 3,002,990 square miles,
The part west of the great river, taking
in Alaska, is more than 2,700,000 square
miles. In order to make the idca of this
vast expanse mora real aud practical, com-
parisons with other lands or bet'veen state
and state have been often made. We will
uot go into them here; but let the reader
remember that California alone is about as
Jurge as France, that Missouri and Nebras.
Xa are each lmger than New Englaud, and
that Texas would make six or seven New-
Yorks and something like two hundred
Rhode Islands, and then apply these and
other like off-hand gauges to his wap of
our national domain. and he will prol ably
get a new ‘‘realizing sense’ of how great
the *‘great West” is,

HOW 15 IT PEOPLED]

Vastly as foreign and inter-state immi-
gration has poured into this area, the pop
ulation is of course still almost as small re-
latively us the area is large. There are
doubtless twelve' millions of people, or one-
fifth of our whole population, west of the
Misgissippi. Nine and one-half millions
are native born—children of immigrants,
or suns and  daughters of parcnts fiow
New England, from the middle states,
from the central West or the South.  Two
i nd one-half millions are foreign: born.
The Northwest contains. one-half of .our

whole German population. The propor-
tion of Irish is i1ess than in the large citios:
aud the eastern states, On the other
hand, Minnesota alone contains one-fourth,
of all the Swedes and Norwegians in the
land, The French and English, much
fewer in number, are more generally dis-
tributed, except that there is a consider-
able concentration of French in New
Orleans. The surviving remnants of 1n-
dian tribes, numbering lwo or three hun-
dred thousand, are mostly in the. Indian
Territory, with smaller numbers in Ari-
zona, New Mexico, Dakota, Washington,.
Oregon and Alaska. The one hundred
and lifty thousand Mormons are mainly
concentrated in Utah, but have spread in-
to 1daho and Wyoming.

WHAT 15 THE STATE CF'RELIGION?

The members and adherents of ull Chris-
tian denominations number about two aund.
one-half millions, or less than one-fifth
of the whole population. Of these,. sume:
three hundred and sixty thousand are-
members and adherents of our own church.
The nine and one-half millions outside of
church ties, from the ramoteness and in-
suftidiency of the means of grace, are less.
under the pressure and restraint of reli-
gious influences than the godless musses.
1 the older states. Intemperance, famb-
ling, lawlessness and violence are general,
and unchecked. Roughness and reckless.
license largely characterize the modes of.
living. The Sibbath is widely profaned,
often almost wholly disregarded.  Materi-
inlism and infidelity pervade the iasses.
and clog the alvarce of the guspel and the
kingdom.

WHAT LAS THE DRESBYTERIAN CHURCH.
DONE FOR THIS RELIGION?

The Board has 853 missivnaries at wark.
there, mauy of them covering kuge dis-
tricts, and ministering each.to several
churches and cut swtions,  ‘there are be«
sides these a considerable number of self--
supporting churches, most of which were
once under tle Boaid’s cave. There are
also maintained by the Women's Executive
Committee some eighty schuols, with about
two hundred teachers, among the Indians,
Mexicans and Morwmous.  The Bourd ex-
pended in this region last year nearly:
$306.000, «r almost one-half of its whule:
disbursements. The Board’s receipts from.
the sume fivld last year werc over 42,000
—aarked evidence of L.fe and growth and
sucgess, A vast deal of evangelistic work.
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has been earnestly and wisely done,
aud the sacred Jabuur hes been largely
ownod and blessed and crewned with sav-
ing results by the good Spirit of God,

* What should the Presbyterian Church
of the United Status attempt and

AIM AT NOW

and henceforward in pushing onward to a
glorious cousummativn ‘‘the evangeliza-
tion of the great West”? The Genera-
Assembly s call for $:00,000 of income in.
dicates the church’s couviction and desive
that the work shouldibe enlarged at leust
one-fourth by the end of this year. No
one will deny that the needs of the case
demand fully this much enlargement. No
one will deny, further, ‘hat coming years
should witness & steady, and perhaps an
equal, increase of means and labour and
Iubouvers. The Board's income of 8G53,-
000 last year, large as it soundsand secms,
was only 46 cents apiece for our 680,000
communicants. No one will protend for
& moment that this attains or approaches
the proper measure of Presbyterian duty
and abil t for the evangelization of our
country. The standard of Christian giv-
ing must be speedily and largely raised.
The measurerof religious and patriotic
self-deninl must be greatly increased. Al
over the wide expanse of plain and"prairie,
and in the shadows of the Rocky Moun-
taing, and along the interminable line of
the Pacilic cuast. we must have more wis-
siunaries, more teachers, more clhurches,
more schools. It is entirely within our
power to urge this work ouward at a rate
never realized hitherto. l a divine im-
pulse shall prompt us to do this, we may
soon see the wildeMncess 1¢joice and the
desert blossom as the rose.”

POOR SPAIN,

The fullowing extracts show that while
the tide of Christianity and true liberty is
steadily rising there are mn some places
appurent cbhings. :

The London Christian says: *“The hands
of the Jesuits' have been considerably
strengthened by recent events. Prince
Bismarck's policy has 1al an invigorating
effect upon the Papal organizers, and in
Spain especially the screw is being steadily

applied. This leads a Spanish Protestant .

to exclaim, in-a letbor written a few days
ago:

would claim for their biethren in Ruman

Catholic countries the liberty which in
their own they extend to Ruman Catholies!
Instend of this; however, they have aided
Lo incrense the porsecutions and sufferings
of tho poor Spanish Protestants, to whom:
work is denied, and who are driven: out:
of thuir houses,” '

The Central Pres'iyterian on the same.
subject speaks as follows: “Political }a
tronage, whoreby pisstige and power are
being restored to the Pope, is bearing
bitter fruit against Protestantism in Ro-
wan  Catholic couuntries A correspon-
dent, whose lot is cast iu Spain, writes:

The action of Protestaut England  has
caused great surprise and grief amongst
Spanish Protestants, and has naturally
weakened their bands in their protest, by
words and deeds, agninst what they (and
the noble confessors of the sixteenth cen-
tury) consider to be the radical cause of
the degradation and woes of their splendid
counrry.”

ASIA MINOR.

“The famine cloud is not lifting. The
government is acting very strangely, in
many places , doing nothing whatever.
Winter will bring increased suffering, and
the demand for aid will scon be greater
than ever. This faming, moreover, is ex-
tending far to the eastward.  Not less than
10,000 square miles in Koordistun and
Northern Mesopotamia have heen devas-’
tated by lucusts. Thisis now the third
year of the visitation, but this year bcthits.
severity and its extent are g ently increas-
ed. Great numbers of people have left
their homes and are journeying to other
rugions in  tearch of food. ltis feared
that when winter sets in multitudes will
starve. The famnine bas also extended in-
to Dérsia, where uot ouly lncusts, buta
kind of Hessian fly ha, d st oyel the giain
in many sections, and the prices of food
have gone up fearfully.”

JusTIN MARTYR tells us that le was
led from philosophy to rcligion by the
godly lives of the early Clristians. And
when the native 'converts of Madagascar,
on presenting themselves for baptisw,
were asked, *What first led you to think
of becoming Christians? Was it sume
sermon or address, or the reading of God's

go: 4 Word(” the answer usually was, “It was
Would that the Protestant countries |

the changed eonduct of these who Lad Le-
coane Christians.” :
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NOW OR NEVER!
DY REV, THEODORE L. CUYLER.

Last year T was addressing a little com-
pany of young men, of whom balf a dozen
were unconverted. I urged upon thess an
anmedinte acceptance of Jesus Christ,
Mmeofthe group —the son of achurch-élder
- -@ecided] for Christ, and came out openly
gor Him at the approaching communion-
acason. A few days afterwards, by the
] of an elevator in his place of business,
3e was dashed into eternity. 1t was now,
araperer, for him. Upon the pivot ofa
iew moments of prompt decision, would
seemed to have hinged his endless destiny.

Ag it proved, that young man by his
prompb sarrendor tu Christ, was getting
avady to die.  But it is still more impor-
ant to get ready to live, A merchant in
my congregation who had been very god-
Bss, eune into my study one day about
aon, and with much agitation said to me
“The Spirit of God is striving with me,
and I have not gone over to my business
to day; T awm staying home  tu settle the
Business of the salvation of my soul; Thare
sttled ity 1t was *‘now or never” with
Rim, as he regarded it. Formany years
Re served Christ with great enthusingm
aed usefulness, and is now in leaven.

Neanly all the cuses of conversion in the
Xew Pestament, have this same stren-
aouszess and straightforwardness sbout
them. ' There isno trifling, no pottering,
=o hesitation, The fishermen of Gen-
nesaret when called. drop their nets, and
sraightway follow Jesus.  Zaccheus, the
Fthiopian treasurer, the Philippian jailer,
dhe three thousand converts under Peter's
pungent sermon, all experienced asudden
sonvessionn  They went by the word now,
and eagerly embraced their opportunity.
Dukiy miight have been fatal with all of
them.

Just here is the egregions mistake which
tens of thousands are making. ‘Lhey are
»ften almost persuaded to accept Christ;
shey procrpstinate mlly to grow weaker
andd worse; they wait for something that
das not come, aud never will; they fool
with the mowmentos question of their
mlvation, and grieve the Holy Spirit.
Zome time they expect to become Chris-
Aans.  But, my hesitating friend, unless
Fou come up to this peint, “It is now or
never, and I decide now,” you will in ali
probability be lost. Much of your life is
3et at auy rate.  Nor will you save the

rest of ib, unless you prowptly seek Christ,
and seek Him not with half your heart,
but with your whole soul.

"y **seak’ Christ dueshot mean a senrch
after Him, us if He wers difticult to dis-
cover. Religion is not an enigma, or Christ
a distant stranger, Secking really mcans
an honest desire to possess Him. Instead
of going in pursuit of ‘Him, He is at your
heart's door note  waiting for admission.
If you wish Him to enteirand open the
heart to Him, He is yours immediately.
Your sins must go out when He comes in,
The love of sin and the love of Christ can
no more exist together, than midnight
and noon-dey. No one can® “seek” for
you. Do not vely on any such device as
gending a request tv a meeting to be pray-
ed for. You cannot pray by prosy, or
repent by proxy. or believe by proxy.
The *“‘inquiry-meeting” you necd is with
Jesus Christ. Sooner or later, if you are
saved, you must yoursell give yourself to
Jesus; and all the pastors or prayer-meet-
ingsunder heaven cannot save you, until
you ubey your Saviour's voice and surren-
der yourself to Him.

A young friend of mine, and a fellow-
student at Princeten Seminary, told us
that when he was at Colloge he went into
his roum one day and locked the door,
and determined to stay there until he had
found reconciliation with God. 1t was
“now or never” with him. He prayed
for mercy and pardon, and grasped that
promise **Him that cometh to Me I will
in 1o wise cast out.” .The next morning
he felt caln; everything began to look new
to him. Callingon a cullege-tate, he urged
him to repent also and receive Chiist.
Every hour his juy increased and his hope
brightened. He 10se in the college prayer-
meeting, and exhorted his comrades to
give themselves to Jesus. Several of the
students werce converted under his eager,
strenuous, lightning-like appeals. ~ As
soon as he made & clean break with sin

and grasped hold of Christ, the thing
was doune. He hnd begun tolive. Charles

G. Finney's conversion was very similar
to this. That struggle *‘in the wouds”
which he describes in his Autobiography,
ended in 2 full surrender to the Saviour.

Every hour spent without Christisa
lost hout. You risk the loss of the Holy
Spirit's influence. Your prayers never
will save you, as long as you refuse to do
what Christ bids you. Itis a solomn
mockery to ask Him to make you what
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you rofuso to be. Begin at once to obey | Judgment by those from whom we have

Him in the very first thing-that comes to
your hand. Sataw’s tactics with you have
always been successful, rbeeause he kept
you delaying, or cavilling, or postponing,
or muking false promises. Christ has
ouly one condition—aceept ‘Me and be
saved? Christ has only -vne time—it.is
et or never! '

PLAIN TRUTH FOR _'ITHCSE WHO
. NEED JT.

BY REV, THEODORE L. CUYLER.

A loncet is not a very pleasaut instru-
ment, and it inflicts mementary pain; but
it often brings permanent rehef froma
dangerous sore.  We never like to be dis-
turbed. with plain sharp truths; yet they
are indispensable to our salvation, The
Apostle Peter’s first-discourse to the people
of Jerusalem had nuthing sensational ox
dramatic about it. He -set. forth Jesus
Christ with straightforward directness,
preseed His claims on them as both **Christ
and Lord.” and then told them that “*with,
wicked hands theythat crucified and slain
him.” The Holy Spirit sent these, plain.
tratl.s home to them su keenly that they
were pricked in their htarts, -and cried
out *Men and brethren, what shall we

- do??’ Their understandings were enlight-
ened, their conrciences were -awakened,
and they were convicted of their sius.
The sword of the Spirit, when itis not
muffled by any cotton-battings of cem-

promise or ggrlands of rhetoric, will pisree
sinners’ hearts, The very best thing tlat
could have happened to those Jerusalem
sinners was to be convicted of their guilt
before Gud; and it is the greatest possible
favor and mercy to-every impenitent man’
or woman to send the sharp arrowsof
truth into their-consciences. . A brief pain
here may save endless pain hercafter.

Do all we preach as faizhfully as we
ought! If a'physican were- called to our
house, and detected the first symptoms of
a typhoid fevertin-any one--of vur family,
and went away without any hint of warning
or proper perscription, we should say tha

concealed the truth, orhave failed to wain
with loving fidelity.
Perhaps some unconvetted porson may

.piek-yprthis paper, and his eye may vesk

on-this pavagraph. My friend, an honest
word with you. Yourconecience tells yow
that you are a sinner.  If you shoulddeny

-this you would deceive yourself, and make
‘Godrto be a liar,

A lvvk at yourself in
the mirror of His Bovk would reveal the
fatal marks as plainly as any spots whick
a dottor detects on a typhoid patient
Sin means missing the mark; you have
misted the highest aim of life, which is te
serve God, and you will therofore mi:s
heaven. God las marked out a straight
path for you, and you have chosen a ¢rovk-
¢d, path, and at the end of its windings is
perdition.  He has luaded you with wer-
cies; that goudness ought to lead you 'e
repentance. Pethaps you were once dat-
gerously sick, and promised God that it
He would spare your life you would gite
it tu Him and you have bioken that pron-
ise. Under plain faith'ul sermons you
have again and again pr mised your cor-
sciehice that ycu woull live a diffevent
life. Suck facts as these ought to pierce
yeur heart likea kn fe.  The son ot GoR
has so lored yuu as to endure for you tle
agonies of the c1oss, and has been fcr
wany years knucking atthe deor of your
heart, and entreating you to let Bim come
in with countlesy bl¢as'ngs and the joy £
a life everlasting, You have put Hiwm off
withmiserable axcuses, Y havenotine,”
is vne of them. 1t takes no more time te
do right than it does to do wrung- no more
time tu secure heaven than to make suie
of hell. T expect tv repent and be a
Christian before 1 dle.” To tell the Lo
Jesus Christ tLat, is only adding fresh in-
sult to past injuries, He may not te
willing to accept the faz-und o1 a hte de-
voted to greedy self, and He may with-
draw His Spirit from you entirely.
Another excuse is I am as good se
some church-members.”  Very likely; for
not-every church-meniber las beeu truly
converted, and many who have been are

he was worse than a fuol, and might {urn | now wandering from Christ, and need &

out a homicide. Is it nut-a still grave)

crime to conceal from an -dimmontal soul its |

deadly disease, and the iimmediate neces-
sity of calling in..the Divine  Fhysiciant
1t will be a terrible thing for our pastors

reconversion. Their sin is no excuse fur
yours. 1If your noute were protested at the
bank, you would hardly dare to say *“It is

Jjust as gond as Mr. A——"’s, who swindlcd

his creditors, or Mr.B——’s, whoran awayx

_ and Christian parents’ and- Sunday-sche ol  to Canada.” [ admit that there isa shame-
teachic1s to be” conficuted atiike day of f ful amount of sinning committed by

/
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church-members; you will say that they
ought to vepent of it. So they ought,
and so ought you to repent of your sins.
Every day only adds to your guilt. The
Word of God deseribes the punishment of
lost souls asa “Jlame that is never quench-
ed.” 'That is probably a strong figure of
speech to describe the remorse of those
who reject Christ and die impenitent.
Every sin  you commit isa coal of fire
which you are carrying, to add to that ac-
cumulated flame of self-torture. It is sin
that makes hell, and no flame will burn
yonder in the next world which you do
not kindle in this world. And the place
to put out the fire is here, and the time is
now.  Repentance dues not mean tears; it
weans turning from sin to Jesus Christ.
1f you will do this, instead of a scorching
flame of remorse your soul will be warmed
with the blessed purifying flame of love,
and joy in following the Saviour.

Perhaps you may say *I offer no ex-
cuses; 1 need none; I am quite satistied
with my present condition.” Then let me
apply a test, asthe doctor applies his
thormometer to the fever-patient! The
testis: *Thou shalt love the Lord thy
God with all thy heart, and thy neighbour
as thyself.”” Can yon stand that test?
Jesus says ““Deny thyself and follow
Me.” Do you agree to that? Will your
pride and your selfishness and your temper
and your will all subscribe to that! If not,
then you are satisfied to be a breaker of
God’s commandwments, and to be a rejector
of the sinner’s only Saviour!

Now, wy friend, I have tuld you some
plain truths.  If they “‘prick” your heart,
do not try to pull them out; those people
at Jerusalem were wiser than that; they
cried out “What shall we do?’ The an-
swer was, to repent and be baptized into
Carist fur tle rewission of their sins.
They received the advice gladly, and abey-
ed it. It was quick work, asit always
will be when the sinner obeys the Holy
Spitit.  You need just two things ts save
you—repentance and faith. The only

effectual repentance is to abandon your
sins;the only eflfectual faithis to join
your heart to Jesus Christ. Go tohimby
yourself. One honest hour with Jesus is
worth years of sermons and services.  The
true “inquiry-meeting” for you is between
you and your too-long slighted Saviour.
Sin will damn you! Jesus will save jou!

MAKING CHILDREN IDIOTS.

Nurse, to nervous child of five years:
‘“Now, Master Herbert, I'Il tell you just
onestory, and then you must go right to
sleep, or the black man will cateh you.
He's right under your bud; don't you hear
him growl " (She growls terrifically.)
‘“‘Hear that, will you! He's all ready to
eat you up if you stir or speak. Well,
once there was a little boy just about your
age, and his name was Herbert, too; and
one day he was going through the woods
when an awfu), horrid, horrid thing came
out of a cave and caughthim. 1t had eyes
of fire and red-hot claws and teeth six
inches long, and wings of flame. 1t caught
little Herbert up and bit and scratched
one arm off and one eye out, and then it
dragged him into the dark cave and threw
him in among the bears and lions and
tigers and wolves and snakes; and one
dreadful old snake wound itself round and
round hiwm, and broke all 1 isbones. Just,
thinw of it ! Then the other animals fell
on him and tore him to pieces, and then
they ate up his papa and mamma, too.
Now isn't that a nice little story? You
must go right to sleep, for that horrid
thing 1s perched right on the foot of your
bed and if you open your eyes it'll carry
you off. And that bigsnake and all those
other animals ave right in the rovm ready
to pitch on to you if you speak. Now go
right to sleep ke a good child, and to-
wmorrow night I'll tell you another p etty
little story. What are you trambling so
for? And what makes your teeth chatter
so? Hush that ceying or I'll eall for the
bears to come. There ! you'd better cover
up your head. Goud night.”

Reader, is that sort of folly permitted
in your family —-Presbyterian Review.

KNOCKING, KNUCKING.

A young kady in India, on reading San-
key's 19th hymn, “Knocking, knocking,
who is there ¢ said to her mother, “Mu-
ther, there’s something wanting in this
hyam : always knocking, and the door
never opens.”  So she sat downand wrote
the following lines, as a. fitting finish for
it:—

Enter, enter, Heavenly Guest,
Welcome, welcome, to my breast,

I have lung withstood Thy knocking,
For my heart was full of sin:

But Thy lqve has overcome me,—
Blessed Jeaus, oh come in!
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SYSTEMATIC RELIGION.
BY REV. THEODORE L. CUYLER.

The Creator regulates His material uni-
. verse a8 by clock-work., Order is its first
law, “The sun knoweth his going down.”
That eclipse of themoun, the other night,
had been predicted to a second, and evon
the erratic comets come back to us punc-
tually “on time.” God built this world
as a system, and controls it by invarible
laws, The best-built people also o‘Jer
their daily lives by system. That patri-
arch of New England, Dr. Emmons of
Franklin. used to boast that he could get
up at midnight and lay his hands on any
article in his study or any book in his
library; he constructed his system of theol-
ogy in the same orderly fashion. Many
a business-man has been ruined by the
lack of the much derided ‘‘red-tape” in
his counting-reom. : .

Now if merchants serve their customers,
and housekeepers serve their families in a
methodical manner, we ought toserve God
in the same manner, if we expect toattain
healthy piety. Our Christianiy is not
ouly a system of divine truth, but a system
of rules for daily couduct. Drill makes
the good scholar, or the good soldier.
Some may cry out against a methodical
service of Christ, and say *‘I have ho faith
in & machine-piety; I would pray whenI
am in the:mood for it, and give just when
and just as much as I am inclined to give.”
Is that so? Do you expect that your chil-
dren will obey you only when they have a
mind to? Do ywu treat your wives kindly
only when you happen to be in the mood
tor it? Do you never pay vour debts ex-
cept when it suits you? My friend, you
are talking nonsense. There is really no
antagonism between system and spontan-
city in the service of Christ. True love
is always spuntaneous in its actings, and
yeb it alms at “‘patient continuance in well-
deing” Love works by law. The can’er
at the core of too many professed Chris-
tians is that their religion is a spasmodic
spurt, and not & constant outflow, Thein-
termittent zeal thav gushes only during a
revival season, is apt to be as dry as Sum-
mer dust when it is most needed.

One of the first duties of a healthy piety
is regular communion with God.  Suddefl
emergencies demand sudden prayer for di-
vine help; sinking Peter must be quick—
and short too—-or he will go to the hottom.
But habitual religion—the only sort worth

having—prays habitually. Daniel was
one of the best  develcped Christians in
Bible history, and he *‘kneeled upon his
knees three times o day and prayed and
gave thanks before his God.” ~Hehad his
set timesand a set place,and a set posture;
louvk for Daniel, by the clock, atthat win-
dow, and he is there.  We pastors know
just where to find our Daniels and our
Hannahs on prayer-mecting nights. We
are creatures of habit; holiness is the
habit of doing God’s will. Systematic
praying is no more a ‘‘slavery to form”
then three regular meals a day are for our
bodies. To those who candidly say **L do
not always feel like praying when the time
comes,” we should reply, then pray until
youfeel likeit. Few things demand pray-
er more than a prayerless frame of heart.
It isa bad symptom when a child does.
not want to meet his father. Satan isa
cunning scoundrel; and then he whispers
to you about *‘pharisceism’” and‘* machine-
piety,” &c., he only aims to break up your
regular intercourse with God.

Every church must have its set times
for public worship and its prayer meet-
ings, as much as a family for household
worship, or a Christian for his private de-
votions. The pastoris expected to be
there. But the oldigation is not one whit
stronger than that of every member of the
church who can pussibly get to the service.
Many a fall from grace has begun with a
neglect of prayer meeting. That screw
got loose and dropped out; the rest of the
spiritual machinery was disarranged by it,
and soon went to pieces. I have observ-
ed carefully the history of many converts;.
those who serve Christ by clock-work be-
cotne the reliable and useful church-mem-
bers; the unsystematic ones never grone.
“IWhat is the matter with your watch?”
said a godly watch-maker to a young man.
who had drifted. off fromn church-services.
“Tt loses time.” The good man looked'
at hnn significantly, and said “Have nat
you lost time lately¢” To be outof time-
in religious duties really means to be out
of touch with Jesus Christ. If it contin-
ues, it means decay of piety, which may
end /n eternal death.

Syrematic worship and systematie liv-
ing «ill prompt to systematic giving.
Spontaneity and system need not fall out;
each may help tle other. Themostregu-
lar givers are commonly the wmost cheer-
ful givers; and for the very good reason
that they give from principle. The wmost
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~zluable contributers in our chwrches are
aot those who contribute under the spur
of an eloguent appeal for missions or some
ether good object. They kuow before
they come to God's house abont what their
stewardship demands, and they have writ-
ten their checks at  the lirection of con-
science, and not under the impulse of pul-
pit eloquence.

One great secret of the rapid growth of
Wesleyan Methodism was its methodical
sysiem of money-raising. Romanism un-
dentands systematic giving, Ve Presby-
terians are  beginning to find it out. If
we were as systematic in our money-con-
sributions as weare in our theology, we
would not be haunted with the secptres of
Boards cursed with debt, and churches
erushed wita mortgages, and missionaries
living from hand to mouth.  Paul did uor
eome doen one iota when in the next
aeuntence after the sublime doctrine of the
Resurrection, he enjoins the duty of “lay-
ing by in store on the first day of the
weck as (fod has prospered us.” A cua-
zecrated heart means u conscerated purse:
the same pulse should beat m both, and
beat vegularly.  The Lord Jesus will never
gain control of this world until He gets
full control of the purses of His people.

ATTENDING CONVENT SCHOOLS.

The New York ZTrilane gives the fol-
bwing:—*Miss Nesbit, agad sixteen,
Tives several miles out of Columbia, S. C.,
But visited the city daily to take music
lessuns at the convent  Several days ago
she came to the city, saying to her people
that she would spend a few days with rela-
fives there. At the expiration of the time
fuquiry was made for her, but her relatives
Madnot seenher.  Nothing could be learn-
+d regarding her until a conductor report-
¢d that several days before Miss Nesbit,
with a Cutholic priest, had left tnere for
North Carolina. Her parents, who are
Methodists, believe that she has taken the
veil of 2 nun.” '

THE MOHAMMEDANS.

‘The Bible Socic.y's Reporter has the
follewing remarks with rega 'd to the pre-
sent attisude of dohammedan uations to-
waud the Holy Scriptures.

“In general they are more ready to re-
seive it than at any previous time.  The
Tuks atelosing faith in their own religion

more and more. Many are hecoming
infidel; many are. inclined to look to the
Bible. The social and political dificulties
that meet them all have a temdeucy to
weaken their hold of Islunism and render
them more amenalle to influences from
the Bible. That those influences are being
felt is evident in many ways; noticeably
in the iucreasing bitter hostility of the
Fovernment, and its constant effurts to
check and hamper our work.

The Armenians are in not a few cases
learniny tha'. the Bible is by no meaus the
enemy of Armenian nationalism that they
have tuppused, and that a wan can read
the Bible, and even become a Protestant,
and st’)l be none the less an Armenian.

The Bible is getting an increasingly
strong hold upon the Greeks, and not only
inland but along the Black Sea coast,
those who have long seemed the hardest
class to’ reach are accepting the Gospel

il

gladly. .

PROTESTANT MISSIONS IN INDIA.

The progress of the several Protestant
missions in India may thus be ctated : .

In '830 there were 9 societies at work,
and absut 27,000 native Protestants in all
India, ¢vylon and Burmah.

By 1870 there were no less than 35
socicties at work, and in 1871 there were
318,563 converts (including Ceylon, ete.,
as ibove.)

In 1852 there were 459 Protestant mis-
sionaries, and in 1872 there were 606.

Between 1856 and 1878 the converts
made by the Baptist sccieties of England
and America, in India. Ceylon and Bur-
mah, increased from ahout 30,000 to be-
tween 80,000 and 9$0,000. Those of the
Basle mission of Germany multiplied from
1,000 to upward of 6,000; those of the
Wesleyan Methodist missions of England
and America, from 7,500 to 12,000; those
of the American Board, from 3,302 to
about 12,000; those of the Presbyterian
missions, of Scotland, Englang, Ireland
and America, connected with ten societies,
from 821 to 10,000; those of ths wissions
of the London Missicnary Society, from
£0,077 to 48,000, and those of the Church
DMissionary society and the Society for the
propagation of the GGospel, from 61,442 to
upward of 164,000.—Sel.

Ten thousand of the greatest faults of.
our neighbors are of less cunsequence to
us than one of the smallest in ourselves.
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THE MISSIONARY PROTESTANT
CHURCH.

The Missionary Protestant Church, out-
side of Christendom, consists of tho native
converts who have given up their pagan
rites and have embraced Christianity so
far as to enroll themselves as pupils under
its teaching. Theso converts are com-
posed of adherents and communicants.
Thete are about 1,000,000 of communi-
cants and 2,000,000 of adherents. These
3,000,000 ave found in about the follow-
ing propertions in diflerent lands : -

British Asia 800,000
Dutch Asia 200,000
China 100,000
Japan 50,000
Siam 3,000
Turkey 100,000
Persia 10,000
Australia 5,000
New Zealand 35,000
Polynesia 300,000
Micronesia 8,000
Melanesia 16,000
Greenland and Labrador 10,500
Indians in U. S. and Canada 150,000
West Indies 400,000

Mexico, Central and South
America 150,000
Eaypt and North Africa 8.000
West Africa 120,000
South Africa 250,000
East and Central Africa 5,500
Madagascar and other islands 300,000
Total 3,021,000

THE HOPE OF PAGANISM.
BY BISHOP R. S. FOSTER, D. D.

Christianity is confessedly the greatest
power in the world. This is so politically,
-ccommercially, intellectually, and morally.
There are other faiths, as Buddhism, with
a more numerous following, but none with
comparable power. .

The powerful and ruling nations are
<CLristian nations. The aggressive force,
the elements of conquest and moulding
influence—wealth, learning, enterprise,
progress—are all in Christian hands.

It is a significant fact that the political
power of Christendom dominates almost
rntire paganism, whilst one-third of pa-
ganism is under the absolute sway of
Christian rulers.

All the forces of modern thought are
Christian.

The eyes of heathenism are Lurned te
the centres of Christendom.

The heathen world, dissatisfied wish 18
religion and eiv ilization, not less than itk
its puverty and misery, is looking towar&
Churistendom for help.

They are waiting for deliverance with-
out knowing what it is they are waiting
for, :

Heathenism cowers and shiinks away in
conscious  weakness before Christiar
thought and Chuistian institutions.

Christian truth saturates the avaxs-
phere of the globe.

The very essence of Christianity is that
it reconstructs man and makes him a new
creature. It notonly recasts his ideasan¥
practices, it resets his affections and wilL
Itisalife. I.is this fact, more thaw its
external victories, that gives us the confi-
dence that it will pussess and remake the
world..

BETTING.

In his last monthly sermon to yommg
men, Dr. Thain Davidson, of Londkns,
strongly condemned the practice of bes.
ting.  Hesaid: This evil is spreadings ank
it is time to speak out plainly on the sub-
ject. There 1s not a Christian merchang
in London; there is not an astute busines
man, be he a Christian or not, who woeuld
not at once dismiss . from his oftice a clerk
who was addicted to this practice. [ re-
collect reading a speech of the late Mx
Fawcett, the excellent Postimaster-Gems-
ral, in which he stated that nearly all the
young meu in the post ofticc who went
wrong did so througli betting.

Even the Z'imes newspaper, to whuse
columus we would not turn for instrustion
of a religious character, used these wonds
in an article upon the subject: “‘Horse
racing is an amusement to which is direct-
ly traceable more misery, more ruin, e
demoralization, than to any lawful pas-
time.” The late Mr. Greville, says in hie
journal in reference to attendance at the
Epsom races: “This demoralizing dma&-
gery reduces e to the level of all that &
most disreputable and despicable, for mg
thoughts are cternally absoibed by it
Jockeys, .trainers and blacklegs are mp
companions, and I cannot leave it of,
though I am disgusted with the oceupa-
tivn all the time.”—Sel,
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ITEMS FROM ABROAD.

Nincty-eight and one-half per cent. of
the whole population of Fiji attend Wes-
leyan worship.

"Tho Wesleyans have fifty-onc chiapels and
other preaching places in Italy, and eighteen
in Spain and Portugal.

There are in Germany 3,000 Sunday-
scaovls, 30,000 teachers, and 300,000 schol-
ars. Twenty-five yearsago there was not
one.

It is stated that the number of youths (f
noble'rank in Italy studying for the Roman
priesthood, is smaller to-day than ever be-
fore within the memory of man.

India has thirty-six missionary socicties
of all Christian denominations, There
are 791 missionaries and 530 ordained
native ministers. Converts, 449,755. A
¢ain, since 1881, of 133 missionaries and
32,383 native Christians.

The London Missionary Society with
-onlyfthirty English wissionaries at Mada-
vascar, reports the astoni<hing number of
-828 native ordained ministers and 4 395
native preachers with 61,000 church mem-
bers and 230,000 ‘‘adherents.”

There has been a deep religious "awak- |
ening in the mission chuiches at Shang-
kai.  Among recent applications for bap-
tism were a prominent citizen and his son,
whose influcnce on the side of Christian-
ity cannot fail to tell upon the heathen.

There are now 27 vessels engaged in
wiesivnary work in different parts of the
world, under the auspices of 16 sucieties: |
of these missivuary vessels 16 ave running
on the coasts or rivers of Africa, and. six
among theislands of the Pacific.— Calentta
Witness.

It seems but yesterday since it was
thought an anomaly for alady togo to the
mission field except as the wife of a mis-
sionary. Now there are 2,400 of them,
besides? probably an egual number of
married. The results have dispelled fears
and-dissipated doubts.

To-day there are 500,000 native Chris-
tians in India. Yet there was a time
when a discouraged missionary said: *‘If !
T ever see one of these natives converted
to Jesus Christ I shall see something more
nearly approaching).the resurrection of a
‘dead body than anything I have ever

:3¢en,”

The Japaunese Guzefte says: ‘“Wa re-
grot to suy that Buddhism, in our opinion,
cannot long hold its ground, and that
Christiabity must finally prevail through-
out all Japan. Japanese Buddhism and
Western sciences cannot stand together.
They are inconsistent the one with the
other.” *

The Baptist Mission in the Shantung
Province, China, have in the single dis-
triet of Tsing-cheu Fu fifty-five churches,
all being self-supporting, ministered to by
native pastors and teachers, maintaining
themseives entirely, and not drawing any
of their support from the funds of the
funds of the society.

The Presbyterian Church, U. 8., North,
has in Brazil 23 missionaries and 37 native
helpers. Tbere were added to the
Churches last year 226 comwunicauts,
making the total number of communicants
1,895. There are in Sunday-schools 96!
pupils, and in the day-schools 828 pupils.
The churches contributead last year $7,847.

There is a lesson for English Christians .
in the pleasing fact that the native con-
verts in Japan have, during the past year,
coutributed no less an amount than £5,377
to mission work, the average wages of

t many of them not exceeding 10d. perday.

Such generosity is a practical way of
showing what the Lord has done for
them.

The noble missiovaries in Madagascar
are rejoicing over the completion of a
happy quarter century since the vpening
of that island to the gospel. In the last
fourteen years 700 Protestants chapels
have been erected, making the present
number 1,200. There are 80,000 Pro-
testantcommunicants, and all the churches
are self supporting.

Persia A year ago we” were looking
back on what had bheen the most prosper-
ous year of the mission up to that, 329
having been added to the church. The
lettgrs now reaching usawaken the expec-
tation that still greater growth will be
found to have been given during the cur-
rent mission year. The last completed
reports shows 115 schools in Persia. In
Persia 116 Christian schouls? with more
than 2700 scholars.  What a light in that
dark, dark, land! These schools culmin-
ate in the college at Orcomiah. Here are
found 90 students.-—Ceniral Presbyterian.
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The Waldensian Church of Italy has |-

effected a settlement in South America,
where it occupies two parishes or colonies
on the shores of tho LaPlata and Uru-
guay. True to its missionary character,
it is making vigorous efturts to evangelize
the immense population of Italian immi-
grants who, in laurge numbers, an-
nually leave their native country for La
Plata.

The Count de Campello, Canon of St.
Peter’s unt,] 1881, when he withdrew
from the Church of Rome, is actively
engaged in evangelical work in Umbria,
aided by a special Association in Bugland
under the Archbishop of Canterbury.
With three clerical associates and a band
of young men, he works from morning to
vight, holding daily conferences and
preaching twice on Sundays.

The revision of the Malagasy Bible,
which has been in hand, with the excep-
tion of an interval of two years, since 1873,
has just been completed by Mr, Cousins.
At a thanksgiving service in celebration of
the accomplishment of the work, Andrian-
ony, a nhative pastor, said, *‘It is this
Bible that has caused all the progress that
we see, and has rooted up much of the
evil that used to be.”

The movement for Disestublishment in
Wales has secured a noble but unwilling
convert in Lord Aberdare. Itis, he says,
with deep regret that he hashecome convine-
ed that he can no longer support the exis-
tence of the Establishment in Wales. Only
the seuse of what is just and right— of what
is absolutely due to the Welsh people—has
led him t) the cunclusion that complete re-
ligious equality must be conceded to his
fellow countrymen.

Late news from Mid-China shows a re-
markable spiritual reviving. In some
places great numbers are being emanci-
pated from the darkness of heathenism.
Stanley Smith reports 210 baptized at one
time, and as many mcre “inquirers” The
Rev. George Clark tells of preaching to
immense audiences. Sometimes number-
ing us many as 4,000, from the stage of
a theatre. Although the weather wascold
the people came night after night- and lis-
tened intently. Others from various
quarters say ‘‘souls are being saved.” A
few as influential men as the empire has
produced have embraced Christianity, are
ready to do so, or wish to reap the benefit
of its civilizing influences. —Sel, _

It is proven by statistics which Rev. W,
G. Bhik'e, D. D., of Edinbnrgh, has just,
compiled fir the Presbyterian Alliance,
that during the past half century the
uumber of Presbyterian congregations in
Scotland has doubled, and that, whilst in
England and Wales fifty years ago Preshy-
tevianism was ‘‘barely visible,” to-day
there are 300 congregations in England,
and in Wales 500 with nearly half a mil-
lion worshippers.

It sounds a little strange to hear that a
great revival is proceeding in Tokio, Japan.
It is not long since Tokio and the rest of
Japan were thoroughly pagan. Now we
hear of a great Christian revival in that
city, with no fewer than five hundred
conversions in asingle month. The whole
city seewms stirred, and missionaries. na-
tive pastors and theological students are
busy gathering in the harvest. Every-
body is interested -in Christianity, and
nobody speaks agaiust it. 'This is a revo-
lution of itself.— N. Y. Independent.

British India contains not far from one-
seventh of the population of the globe.
Including & number of feudatory States,
its population by the last census—that of
1881— was 256.982,495, of whom ahout
50,000,000 are Mahommedans, 187,000,-
000 Hindus, and 1,862,634 were classed
as Christians. Within the seven years
since this census was taken, the Christian
adherents have increased greatly. The
Island of Ceylon has a population of 2,761,-
395, but the Mission of the Americun
Bourd on the Island is confined to the
northern peninsula of Jaffna, which has
less than 300,000.—Miss. Herald.

A correspondent of the New York Ob-
server sends to that paper the following in-
teresting fact:—‘“The most wonderful in-
stance, perhaps, on record of intellectual,
moral, social and material development
of the Indian is to be found in the Ala-
bama Indians in Texas. A few years ago
they lived from hand to mouth, wandered
about in deer-skins and slept in the path-
less wood. They now have a flourishing
day school nine months in the year, a good
Sabbath-school with a superintendent
from one of their own number; are econ-
omical and frugal, raised one hundred ba-
les of cotton last year, and are surround-
ed by many of the comforts of life.”
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PROGRESS IN INDIA.

The Mission Field, the organ of the So-
ciety for the Propaguntion of the Gospel in
Foreign Parts, opens its March number
with the following hopeful words:  “*No
such large increases of the native ministry
in India has ever before been made at one
time as was made by Bishop Caldwell's
ordination on December the 19th inse.
All hut one of the candidates were or-
dained deacons, and the number of native
clergymen is thus iucreased by fifteen, one
being raised from the diaconate to the
priesthood.  In the Society’s mission in
the diocese of Madras there were already
forty native clergymen, and with those
now ordained shere arve, therefore, over
100 native clergymen in the Socicty wis-
sivns in India and  Ceylon, all of whom
depend in some degree for their support
upon native contributions, while nota few
do so altogether. This is nota small
thing: for though we would wish to sece
the handreds many times wultiplied, yet
we recognizo thas the Church has in many
places passed the eavlier stages of life,
and is taking rout in the Jand and in the
hicarts of the people.  There are proba-
bly over 260 native clergy of the Angli.
«an Church in Indin and Ceylon alto-
gether.”

THE YOUTH OF CRIMINALS.,

Most criminals are young. It is seldom
that a grave cerime, providedit be the fivst,
is committed after the age of 30. A cave-
ful statistician has proved that of the en-
tire male population of England and Wales
the largest proportion of criminals is
found to be between the ages of 20and 25.
Five times as mauy crimes are committed
in the five years between these limits as in
ten years between the ages of 50 and 60.
Dividing the whole population into groups
of thuse from 10 years to 13, from 15 to
£0, from 20 to 25, from 25 to 30, from 30
tu 40, from 40 to 50, and from 50 to 60, it
is found that from the age of 20 tho ten-
dency to crime decreases at each succes-
sive term 33 per cent. in the case of wo-
men, and 23 per cent. in the case of men.
—Thwiny.

AYOID DANGER.

A thoughtful gentleman, once speaking
to an old sutor of ours of an impure poem,
written_by one of England’s geniuses,
said:— “I wounld freely give £300 to-day

if T could erase from my mind the recol-
lection of that poem.” A young gentle-
man was one day riding in a steamer down
one of the world’s broad rivers when he
fell imo conversation with the pilot.
“How long,” he asked, *‘have you been a
pilot on these waters?” The old man re-
plied, *Twenty-fivo years; and I came upr
and down many times before I was sent a
piloet.”  “Then,” the young gentleman
said, “I think you should know every rock
and every sandbank in the river.” The
old man swilled at his friend’s simplicity,
and replied, ¢ O no, 1T dow’t; but L know
where the deep water is, "It is not neces-
essary for young men tohiave intimate and
oxperimental knowledge of overy sand-
bank of moral danger and every rock where
character and hopes nay be shattered; it is
enough to know where the deep waters are,
the waters of puvity, health, and noble-
mindedness and vighteousness, and with
the Pilot of Galilee on board the vessel
will be kept in deep water.

TEMPTED BY DEGREES.

John Newton says Satan seldom comes
to Christians with great temptations, or
with a great temptation, or with a tempta-
tion to commit a great sin. :

You bring a green log and a candle to-
gether, and they are very safe neighbors;
but bring a few shavings and set them
alight, and then bring a fow small sticks
and let them take fire, and the log bein
the midst of them, and you will svon get
ridof your log. And soitis with little
sins. You will be startled with the idea
of committing &8 great sin, and so the
devil brings you a little temptation, and
leaves you to indulge yourself. ‘‘There
is no harm in this,” ‘‘no great peril in
that;” and so by these little chips we are
at first easily lighted up, and at last the
great logis burned. Watch and pray
that ye enter not into temptation.

A man of iron constitution may now
and then be found who can constantly use
intoxicating liquors to excess, and still
live to a great age. But the evil effects
of his indulgence will be felt by his chil-
dren, and still more by his grandchil-
dren, should there be any, in impaired
mental and physical powers, if not in
moral depravity. It is a fearful legacy
to leave to one's posterity.
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RICJES OF.THE GOSPEL.

“When [ go to the house of God I do
mot want amusement. I want the doc-
trine which is according to godliness, I
want to hear of the remedy against the
harrassing of my guilt and the disorders
of my affections. I want to be led from
weariness and disappointment to that
goodness that filleth the hungry soul. I
want to have a light on the mystery of
providence, to be taught how the judg-
anents of the Lofd are right; how I may
pass the time of my sojovrning here in
fear, and close it in peace. Tell me of
‘that Lord.Jesus, ‘who His own self bears
«wur ging in His own body on the tree.’
Tell me of His intercession for the trans-
gressors as their Advocato with the Fa-
ther.” Tell me of His chastenings, their
wecessity, their use. Tell me of His pre-
sence, and sympathy, and love. Tell me
«of the virtues, as growing out of His cross
' and nurtured by His grace. Tell me the
glory reflected on His name by the obedi-
ence of faith. Tell me of vanguished
death, of the purifieu grave, of a blessed
resurrection, of life everlusting, and my
bosom warms. This is Gospel; these are
glad tidings to wme as a sufferer, because
glad to me as a sinner.”—Mason.

INSURED FOREVER.

I was travelling lately with a friend, a
brother in the Lord, from London to the
north of England, and we had taken our
seats and the train was about to start,
when a gentleman got into the carriage.
A friend who agcompanied him, after bid-
ding him farewell, came back and. said,
“By the way, have you got an insurance
ticket?” ¢‘Oh, yes,” said the gentleman.
“Lam insured.” My friend turned to
him, and said very quietly, **Arc you in-
sured forever? The gentleman looked up,
seemingly surprised, and answered (not.at
all understanding what was really meant)..
¢“No, I only insure for a year at a time.”
“But I,” " said my " friend, ‘‘am insured
forever.” 8till misunderstanding, the
gentlewan replied. ““Oh, yes, I know you
can do it by one payment; but it costs a
great deal.” My friend answered, ‘‘Yes,
mine was done by one payment, and cost
2 great deal indeed. It cost me nothing,
but it cost God His Son.”—Sel. .

The greatest of faults, I should sa.y; is
to be conscious of . none,~—Curlyle.

A MOTHER'S CONSECRATION.

A lady contributes to the HWatchmman
and Reflector a signiticant reminiscence of
the late Rev, Dr. Stevens, the veteran
missionary to Burmah:

“During his last visit to this country
we had the honor of a visit from  him at
my mother’s homo in  Auburndale, when
ho gave & most touching account of his
recentretuin for the first time to his
birthplace in Georgia. He had met there
an aged lady, who told him how in his in-
fancy his mother had sent for her pastor,
and, holding theinfant in her arms, re-
quested him to dedicate the child in sol-
emn prayerto tliec work of Foreign Mis-
sionary labor. ‘I now see,’ said he, ‘why
I was drawn so irresistably to the mission-
ary work. 1t was the answer to my
mother’s prayers.’”

The Year Buok of the Roman Catholic
Society far the Propagation of the Faith
gives thoe total income of that Saciety for
1885 as 6,629,259 francs, or only $300,000
or 8400,000 more than the income of the
Church Missionary Society. More than
two-thirds of this sum, or 4,364,076 francs,
is contributed from ¥rance, while North
America is set down for 117,038 francs.
About 5,000,000 francs are speut on hea-
then wissions,, and the rest of the sum
is applied-to counteract the growth of Pro-
testantism. Thus 56,700 francs are spent
in England, 94,000 francs in Switzerland,
96,000 francs in Sweeden, Norway and
Denmark, 194,00% francs in Germany,
and 668,000 francs in America.

A traveller in Japan, writing to one of
the Methodist Journals, says:
the pleasure of wmneeting the veteran mis-

sivnary and translator, Dr. Hepburn, aud

hearing him teach the Bible class at his
Sunday School in the chapel of the Con-
gregational church, . Dr. Hepburn has
been in the missivnary work forty-five
years, twenty of which were spent in In-
dia and twenty-five in Japan. His En-

glish and Japanese Lexicon is the  stand-

«

ard throughout Japan. He expresses thé
conviction that in - fifty years there wilt
not be a Buddhist. ‘or-Shinteo temple in
Japan used as such—an opinion which was
concurred in by a number of the leading
missionaries in Japan whose opinion I
asked.” .

“We had *
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JUSTICE AND MERCY. only one in heaven or in earth who can
comfort and save you.”
Atthevillage of W- — was the home of | The veil dropped from the eyes of the

a man who was honest in his dealings, but
he took no interest in religious  things,
His buginess was absorbing; and as the
day of rest came  ho was  disinelined  for
public service, preferring case and quiet
at home, and rather enjoying than other-
wise his reputation asan unbeliever. In
the midst of external prosperity aud ap-
parent health, a fatal disease suddenly ap-
peareld.  Une of his tirst movements was to
send for the minister, **Now, Mp. I'— -,
if you can help me, I will be glnd, forl
am uncertain as to the future; but 1 don't
want to hear about Jesus Christ,”

The faithful old servant of God quailed
at first, but undertook the service upun
the basis proposed. **Well,” he said, 1
will talk with you to-night upon the great-
nessof God.”  His watehful hearer agreed
tu it, and listened attentively while the
minister spoke of the wonders of ereation,
the beauties of nature, the telescope and
microscope.  The sick man was profound-
ly interested throughout the interview,
and urged the minister to come on the
followinyg evening. As the goud man cn-
tered the chamber on the next evening,
he said, ©I will talk to you to-nightabout
the goudness of God.” His hearer listen
ed attentively, and as the unnumbered
mercies and blessings were made to pass
before him, his mind was moved, and he
exclaimed, **It is all true.” And yet the
name of Christ had not been alluded to.

At the next interview, the minister said.
“We will talk to-night of the justice of
God.” The sick man in his arm-chair
trembled with new and strange ewmotivns
as the awfulness of this attribute of Je-
hovah tovk possession of his mind; and as
the skilful fisher drew the net sighter, his !
conviction of sin had become a power |

|

within him hitherto unknowun. At the
crisis, when the fage of the hearer indi. .
cated the alarm of his soul, as his sins:
stood in awful array before him, the min-
ister arose to take his leave, ¢*You are nut |
going now, Mr, F— -, and leave me in
this distress can't yougive me some com- |
fort?” *“No,” said the minister, kindly, |
*I cannot; you have yourself forbidden
me doing so.”

*What do yuu mean, sir?” said the dis-
tressed man.

“I mean that he whose name you will
not hear, and whose love is so deep, is the

P matter.

blinded man, he listened eagerly to tho
way of salvation through a cruciied Re-
deemer, juyfully accepted the terms of
salvation, and lived for scven months,
testifying continually of God's yreat mercy
in suving vhe chief of sinners.— Phil. Pres.

PRAYING ALOUD.

1t is not difticult. as every godly parent
knows, to tench little children to pray
aloud.  They have no scruples about the
Why should the practice of aundi-
ble prayer be discontinued as they advance
in years? In this respect the converted
heathen put us to shame. They are more
ready to-pray in the presence of others
than many born in Christian  homes, be-
cause they have been taught from the
first hour of theiv conversion the privilege
and duty of offering audible prayer. Is
the spirit of the Lord straitened? Nay;
but we ourselves are straitened by our
langor and sluggishness in the Churistian
life and by our weak fear of men and our
miserable self-consciousness which closes
our lips and hinders the spiritual advance-
ment of ourselves and others. It is not
suflicient to say, Lord teach us how to
pray; but we niust strive to learn the way
and walk gladly and constantly therein, —
Presbyterian Review:.

RELIGIOUS STATISTICS OF

i PRUSSIA.

The religious statistics of Prussia, taken
in December, 1885; have been published.

Accordivg to these the Protestants num-
ber 18,243,687 persons, or 64'42 per cent,
of the total population; the Catholics,
9,621,624, or 33 &7 per cent., of these
1,437 being members uf the Greek Ortho-
dox Church; 83,020, or 03 per cent. be-
longing to other Chr':tisn denominations;
366.543, or 1 30 per cent. Jews; 155 con-
fessing other religions, 3,529 making no
statement of their religious views. Of the
“*other Christians” 4,711 are Brethren,
13,022 belong to. the Apostolic Church,
followers of Edward Irving, 22,728 Bap-
tists, 13,948 Mennonites, 2,321 Metho-
dists, Quakers, vr Presbyterians, 1,372
members of the Established Church of
England, 23.918 called thewmselves Dis-
senters, members of Free Churches, Chris-
tian Catholics, Murmons, ete.




