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QUENCH NOT THE HOLY SPIRIT!
BY REV. JOHN PHILIP, M. A,

¢ A man can receive nothing except it
Lo given him from above,” whence * com-
eth duwn every good and every perfect
gift.” And no gift ought to be more prized
then the gracious impulses of God's bllessod
Spirit. :

Although they may come in the form
only of n feeble, fluttering, unsyllabled
desire; or a feeling of unrest and dissatis-
fuction with all earthly things; or of an
inward sighing, longing, groping after
something higher and better, perhaps some
undefinable good; nevertheless, let these
be welcomed e¢ven more than angels’ visits,
and entertained and held fast, and you
cannot tell to what blessed, everlasting
issues they may lend. Even a single live
coal, though burning feeble and low, if
fanned and fed, may kindle into a bright
and vehement flame. And 80 a single
spark of spiritual desire, jealously watched
and gently handled, way, as by a process
of evolution, soon flame upin rapt and
forvent prayer, and burst into a beautiful
life, and become a burning and shining
light. Tt may even grow into a great sun,
and shine as the stars for ever and ever.

But extinguish that spark, quench that
live coal, stifle convictivn and strangle de-
sirs—and your light msay go out in dark-
ness, and your soul be chilled down to
zeoro, and held firm and fast in the grip of
s%)irituul and eternal death. If one were
alone in some dense forest, or lonely islo,
and had but a single match left, how ner-
vous he would be in striking it, lest it
should go out!—and if it were lit, how
careful to shield it from any rude blast or
even breath of wind!—and how anxious to
foment the flickering flame with some dry
Jeaves or withered grass that would catch
and spread, and preserve the living fire!
Thus watchful ought every vne to be over
the first beginning of grace, the strivings
of God’s goud Spirit, the stirrings of holy
desire; because if these are allowed to die
out, or be rudely quenched, you canunot
tell when, if ever, they will be rekindled
again.

Not usually in the wind, or the earth-
quake, or the fire, but in the still small
voice, does the Spirit make his presence
known and felt. When the prodigal was
i the far country, a feeling of want,
weariness, and unrest, and a flashing
memory of the plenty and peace of theold

home he had left, formed, so to speak, the
pivot, the turning point, of his future his-
tory. And had he callously or coolly given
these vhoughts the go-by, he might have
lived and died a poor besotted swine-herd,
and never have soen his father's face, nor
felt the fond clasp, the warm embrace, of
his fatherly arms, nor the sweet, soft,
tear-bedewed kiss of his free, forgiving,
and overflowing love., .

Thus it is the wisdom and interest of all
to strike in at th: first and fitting oppor-
tunity, the very wnick of time, and nut
be disobedient to the heavenly voice:
* To-day, if ye will hear his voice, harden
not your hearts.” ** Behold, now is the
accepted time; behold, now is the day of
salvation.” :

‘“Look at.yon struggling barque bat-
tling with the angry billows, How can it
live in such a sea?  Already it is in the
midst of the breakers, and drifting towards
the rocks. Suddenly it strikes, and all on
buard seem destined to perish, Not a
moment is to be lost. A signal of distress
is hoisted from the quivering topwmast,
where it wildly flaps and flutters in’the
furious gale. The faithful coast-guards
sight the fatal vessel and the well-known
signal. Promptly all hands are summoned
to the rescue. The lifeboat is launched,
and gallantly pulled through the crested
billows by swalwart arms; or the life-saving
apparatus is suddenly called into requisi-
tion, and ere long the swift-flaming,arrowy
rocket has shot the friendly rope across
the sinking vessel.

But the poor bewildered mariners have
failed to grasp it! Yet anothor chance
will be given them, and still another.
Then, if they miss their last chance, what
hope remains, what fate, but only a watery
grave!

¢ Reached, but not saved! There is more
to do,
A trumpet voice is heard;
And over the rage and over the roar
Of billowy thunders on the shore
Rings out the guiding word:
¢ There is one chance, and only one;
All can be saved, but how ?——
The rope hold fast, but quit the mast,
At the trumpet signal—now!”

No true man can live a half-life wvhen
he has genuinely learned that it is only a
half-life. The other half, the higher half,
must haunt him.—Phillips Brooks.
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The Philadelphia Presbyterian talks thus
vigorously regarding debt «n the schemes
or work of the church:— ‘¢ There is no fact
of common sense more apparent, than that
it is casier to get one hundred dollars for
something to be done, than to howl and
weep and utter dark sayings about the
calamities to come on the Church if certain
debts, contracted, without business cau-
tion, are not paid. The Lord loves cheor-
ful givers, but how can they be chee ™ '
in giving to pay the debts resulting f1. a
a policy against their best convictions.
Heresy is not much worse on the average
to a church than debt. Whatever in this
world is necessary to be done for Christ
can be paid for, he has the wealth, and all
that is needed is for his servants to find iv,
and it will not cost as much labor and ex-
pense to get it before as afterwards.

The Free Church of Scotland established
a year or two since, a mission at Tiberias,
on the Sea of Galilee, Now they are ap-
pointing another, Mr. Wm. Ewing, who
goes outnext autumn to join Dr. Tarrance.
Thus the gospel is carried back to these
shores that so often echoed to the truth as
it foll from the lips of Jesus,

PUNCTUALITY IN ATTENDANCE
AT CHURCH.
[For the Maritime Presbyterian.

In not o few of our congregations there
is great want of punctuality on the part vf -
some in their attendance at God’s house.
Such persons seem to overlaok the fact
that harm is wrought by their want of
punctuality. Those who have assembled
and are sitting in their pews are disturbed,
and the preacher is also & good deal har-
assed by those who comein late. Dr,
Talmage in a sermon preached on the 3rd
April gives as one of the elements of a live
church, punctuality of attendance. His
remarks are sv pungent and appropriate to
some of our congregations that we think
they should have a place in the columns
of the MARITIME PRESBYTERIAN, )

If the service begins at half-past ten
o'clock in the smorning, the regular con-
gregation of a live church will not come at
a quarter to eleven. If the service is to
begin at half-past seven in the evening the
regular congregation of a live church will
not come at & quarter to eight. In some
churches I have noticed some people are
always tardy. There are sume people who
are always late. They were born too late
and the probability is they will die too
late. The rustling of dresses up the aisle
and the slamming of doors and the treading
of heavy feet is poor inspiration for a
minister. It requires great abstraction in
a pastor's mind to proceed with the pre-
liminary exercises of the church when one-
half of the audience seated are looking
around to see the other half come in.
Such a difference of attendance upon the
house of God may be a difference of time-
pieces, but the live church of which I am
speaking ought to go by railroad time and
that is pretty well understood in all our
communities. There is one hymn that
ought to be sung in many Christian fami-
lies on Sabbath morning:

¢t Barly my God without delay
I haste to seek thy face.”
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DRINK PRODUCTIVE OF GREAT
FUN.

What fun they must have had near
Vienna, Austria, thie week. Members of
the Royal family under the influence of
strong drink eet a funeral procession,
stop it, take the corpse out of the coffin,
lay it in the road and then leup their
horses over it—the nows of this delightful
sport coming to us by ocoan telogm]ph.

At the same timo this week (third in
Aypril), in Chicago, a company of men sent

oy to got them a pail of beer, and after
?xe brought it they drank it, seut him for
more, put in it a decoction of tobacco-
juice and then compel the boy to drink it,
and he falling asleep under its influence,
the men frighten him awake with such
horrible sounds and demonstratious that
tho boy loses his reason, and the doctors
say he will never regain it.

So you see that on both sides the At-
Iantic strong drink is productive of great
fun, Surelysuch an exhilarating beverage
ought to have espocial privilege and espe-
cial defence. Other articles of food and
drink must nct be sold on Sunday, but al-
coholism ought to have free course on all
the days of the week, for a liquid inspira-
tion that will help the Royal family to
stop & funeral procession of common peo-
ple, and on horseback leap a corpse, or
pat a boy sound as’eap and then scare him
into an insane asylum for life, ought to be
the pet of all legislators and politicians.

O blessed rum-jug, how can men so
rughly de’ame thee, thou inspirer of
Royal families and of the common people.
What a blessing hast thou been in all the
‘ages.  What would the world have been
without thea! To whom but th e can be
ascribed the architectural triuraphsseen in
prisons and asylums! But for thee the
eluquence of criminal courts would never
have been kindled. What profitless office
t .at of Coroner if thou hadst not helped
the engineer run the train off the track,or
taken the steamer on the rocks atinid-
night. What dull things the elections if
thou hadst not presided at the caucus and
counted tho votes to please thys:lIf after
the returns came ir.

Down with the Prohibitionists. No
merey for the Temperance fanatics. Give
us rum in all shepes.  Long live the demi-
john and decanter. Three cheers for de-
liinm  tremens!—From Dr. Talmage’s
Friday Night Talk.

BISHOP TAYLOR'S OPERATIONS.

Bishop Taylor, who has already begun
two chains of misgions across Africa, hopes
to start two more during the present year,
He enters into a unique agreement with
chiof and people, by which on his part, he
engages to svlect and import good preach-
ers and teachers from America, to pay
their passages to their destination am;) to
puy for tools and machinery required
founding an industrial school. But, as-
sumiug that the people are not beg%ars,
he exacts from the chief and people these
conditions. 1. To procure a good tract of
about one thousand acres of land for a
school farm. 2. To clear and plant a few
acres of said farm immediately, to provide
early subsistence for the school workers.
3. To build houses for the residence of
the preachers and tenchers of the institu-
tion. 4. To build a good house or shed
for the school, and for *‘God palaver.”
6. To do all these things for the benefit
of the great chief and his people, without
any pay from me. 6. To pay a small feo
for the tuition of day scholars. 7. That
boys and girls coming for a full course be
allowed to remain in school at least five
years, and that all the boys and girls who
cheerfully do the work assigned them shall
be fed from the products of the school-
farm and their own industry, and pay no
money for their tuition.

DO NOT LOAF.

Charles Dickens says that ¢ the first ex-
ternal revelation of the dry-rot in men is
a tendency to lurk and lounge; to be at
street-corners without intelligible reason.”
If this be so0, 2 govd many young fellows
inall of our tuwns and cities show the first
symptoms. They had better get rid of
them by not lounging where there is noth-
ing for them to do. The worst of it is
that the dry-rot is often a step in the road
to wet-rot, for the usual lounging-place is
at the corner where liquor is sold, and
nothing is easier than to drop in at the
‘*saloon” or the ‘grucery” fora drink.
Do not loaf.

The English Presbyterian Mission in
China, which has now been at work forty
years, has two Preshyteries formed of na-
tive pastors and olders, and a third is
about to be formed in Formosa. There
are 5,000 adult communicants,
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THE RELATION OF THE SABBATH
SCHOOL TO THE CHURCH
AND TO THE FAMILY.

A Paper read by D. McDonald, Esq.,
Picton, at the ** Conference on Sabbath
Schools of the Presbytery of Pictow,”
held at New Glasgow, May 3rd, 1887.

I.—THE RELATION TO THE CHURCH.

** Children born within the pale of the
visible church and- dedicated to the Lord
in baptiswm are under the inspection and
government of the church.,” Such is sub-
stantially the claim of all denominations
—a claim which few, if any, will dispute.
The Sabbath.school is the chief agency
used at the present time in the public ve-
ligious instruction of children, and conse-
quently is under the government of the
church, and specially of the session, as
the court controlling the affairs of the con-
gregation, and thus nearest to the Sabbath-
school. To argue otherwise is to say that
the church has no control of the religious
instruction of its own members, The
Session, in the very nature of the case,
must be responsible for this important
branch of Christian work. And on the
fulness with which this principle is recog-
nized and carried out will largely depend
the permanent success of any church.
Roman Catholics understand this thor-
oughly. “Give us the education of the
children,” say they in effect, *‘ and we care
little who teaches the adults.” Pharaoh
seems to have understood it too. *“Go
now ye that are men, and serve the Lord.”
Ex, 10: 11,

Are we not justified in going evena
step farther and saying that the Sabbath-
school is in reality a part of the church, or
cather the church itself operating in a par-
ticular direction? Such is the theory; let
us glance briefly at the practice.

1.—The Session. ’

. There are two ways in which Sessions
may control Sabbath-school work. (1.)
Directly, by appointing the superinten-
«dent and teachers, and arranging the sub-
jects to be studied, ete. (2.) Indirectly,
by taking part individually,,as officersand
teachers. The latter, we think, is much
to be preferred. If members of Session
hold aloof from actual Sabbath-school
work, their claim of authority over the
:school might be to some extent resented.
But if they are an integral part of the
school, their influence is exerted and ad-
vice given without any danger of exciting

a feeling of opposition. It appears advis-
able that Sessions as such should at least
sanction the selection of Superintendent
made by the teachers; and that they
should exert a direct or indirect influence
with regard to the subjects taught. Among
other things should they not see to it that
the Shorter Catechism is not neglected ?
Do we believe in Presbyterianism 7 Do we
believe that its ductrinesare in accordance
‘with Seripture? We do! Well, let us
act up to our belief. Let us teach our
children, and our children's children, if
you will, that admirable compendium of
our doctrines which the little ones persist
in calling *‘the Question Book.” Esprit
de corps, tempered by the Golden Rule, is
necessary to the oxistence of any church.
A sorry British soldier would he be, who
would as willingly fight under the banner
of Russia or China, as under the glorious
old flag, ¢ which for a thousand years”—
no, I wont finish the trite quotation, or I
might hear the tinkle of a chestnut bell.

Scotchmen’s virtues and successes have
been attributed to many causes: to their
canniness, their carefulness of the bawbees
or even their oatmeal diet. Is not the
real cause their thorough drill in the Bible
and the Catechism? But some one says
that we should not trammel young minds
with formula or creed. Let them drink
at the fountain of truth itself, the Bible,
and thence evolve their own creed. Keep
them clear of sectarianism and bigotry.
Well, my friend, call this old-fashioned
-doetrine of ours by any pretty name you
please. But be assured of this; that any
poisor: of the kind you mention, which is
imbibed in learning the Shorter Catechism
will find a more than sufficient antidote in
the superficiality and gush and rant, su
prevalent at the present day. Verily we
need to hold on to something solid; to

"| cling to the old standards, or we are in

danger of drifting, drifting—I wont say
whither.

Should mnot Sessions too encourage
collections in Sabbath-schools for mission-
ary purposes ? Pictou Presbytery stands
pretty well compared with others, giving
abont 2bcts, per scholar. But some
schoole contribute nothing. Itis certainly
important that children should be early
trained to give to the Lord’s cause.
*“Train up a child in the way he should
go" (giving is one of the best ways of gou-
ing) ‘‘and when he is old he will not de-
part from it.”
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The part taken individually by members
of Session in Sabbath-school work greatly
varics in our congregations, In most,
perhaps all cnsos, pastors give as much at-
tention to the subject as time and oppor-
tunities permit.  This is ag it sh(ml& bo.
Failure to do so must result in serious loss
to the congregation. Iven occasional
vigits of pastors have a vory beneficial
effect upon teachers and scholurs, Whether
clergymen should take such part in the
work of superintending or teaching as to
necessitato their constant attendance, is &
question which we would not venture to
answer,  Cirenmstances differ so, that
cich particular case may require to be de-
cided on its own merits, He cuan at loast
consulg with and advise superintendent,
teachers, parents and children. It is
plainly the duty of every pastor to take
an active interest in the conducting of the
Sabbath-school in some way—that way to
be decided by circumstances. ¢ Feed my
Iamnbs” is as binding as ¢‘ Feed my sheep.”

2.—The higher Church Courts.

These all exercise supervision over Sab-
hath-schools. They all have their com-
mittees which present anmuual reports on
the subject. A wmass of information,
largely statistical, ascends from the Session
through the Presbytery and the Synod,
up to the General Assembly, boing boiled
down at ench successive stage of its ascent.
But does it tind its way back to the real
workers, the teachers? The reports that
are published are placed in the hands of
the members of the several courts and, in
the case of the General Assembly, in the
hands of elders, who are but a small min-
ority of teachers. The Presbytery's re-
purt is not printed, and is heard only by
those who are present when it is read.

In fact the system, in its practical re-
sults on Sabbath-schools themselves, re-
minds one of a grain elevator. On one
side the buckets go up full; on the other
they come down empty. It is true that
synopsis of some o these reports are
published in the Reorb and MariTive
PrespyTERIAN; but it is to be doubted
whether in this curtailed condition they
have much practical effect.  What is the
remedy? Let these reports, so far aspos-
sible, be placed in the bands of all teach-
ers. Let the teachoers meet to discuss
them and see how they bear upon their
own particular school; what defects aro
pointed out which apply to themselves;
what suggestions can be adopted, ete. We

would respectfully suggest {uo, that pas-
tors might appropriately rofer to these re-
ports inn the pulpit, perhaps preaching a
sermon on Sabbath-school work, or in such
way as they may deem best. It would be
bettor to do this in c¢hurch, as the infor-
mation would thus bo more widely dif-
fusad, and at the same ‘time the lesson
taught, that the whole congregation has
an interest in the Subbath-schovl—a les-
son very much needed in some places.

" It lies with the Presbytery, as the court
next above the Session, Lo sec that schools
do not remain isnlated, but are ** helpers
of eachotherin f.ithand good works; " to
arrango for conventions or conferences, so
as to secure the powerful stimulus arising
frowm intercourse, co-operation, comparing
notes as to best methods, ete.  Has Pictou
Presbytery hitherto been rcmiss in this
particular 7 1f so, this conference gives
promise, we trust, of better things. Even
if this first attempt should not prove as
successful as we hoped, let us not be dis-
couraged. Perhaps it is too wmuch to ex-
pect persons to come from a distance toan
evening meeting at this season of the year.
It might perhaps be better to divide the
Presbytery into-sections comprising-threo
or four schools, and hold meetingsin each.
‘¢ Having put our hand to the plough let
us not look back.” Experience with pray-
erful, earnest effort, will win success.

II.—THE RELATION OF THE SABBATH-
SCHOOL 10 THE FAMILY.

““ What is the Sabbath-school?” is the
first question to bo here decided. 1t is
often called ‘¢ the nursery of the church.”
Is that a full and correct definition? We
enphatically say xo. It should comprise
the whole congregation, old and young,
either as teachers or scholars. ‘

Most persons believe that the Sabbath-
school originated with Robert Raikesin
1780. He certainly instituted the first
Sabbatk-school of a certain kind. - He
gathered in ignorant and destitute chil-
dren and taught them; often clothing and
feeding them. All honor to him! But the
Sabbath-schoul, as properly understood,
existed long before his day. God said
regarding Abraham (Gen. 18: 19):—*1
kuow him, that he will eommand his chil-
dren and his household after him, and
they shall keep the way of the Lord.” In
those days the family was the church and

was a school of religion. Tnder tho
Mosaic economy we read the command

.
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(Deut. 31: 12):—** Gather the people to-
gether, men and womer. and children, and
thy stranger that is within thy gates, that
they may hear and that they may learn
and fear the Lord your God.”  Again in
Josh, 8: 35, we learn that ** there wasnot
a word of all that Moses ¢ mmanded which
Joshua read not before all the congrega-
tion of Israel with the women and the
little ones and the stranger.” In like
manner acted Jogsinh and Neheminh, 2
Chron. 34: 30; N¢h. 8: 2. Coming down
to New Testament days, Christ not only
preached, but more frequently fanght the
people, by question and answer. His dis-
ciples constituted a school. We might
inquire here parenthetically whether Dr.
McKay’s grand success in ‘¢ beautiful
Formosa” is not largely the result of fol-
lowing Christ's example in this respect.
Our Saviour commissioned his apostles to
teach as well as to preath, and they taught
both old and younge This was, no doubt,
done on other days as well as on the Sab-
Imth, and the assemblies of people thus
taught were not called Sabbath-schuols;
but the object and the work were the
same, and we should follow examples so
worthy of imitation. .

The Sabbath.school then is, or should
be, just the church studying and teaching
the Bible. If this truth had its due in-
fluence, many of our present difficulties
and discouragements would vanish There
is time to refer to only one of these,-per-
haps the most serious of all. The univer-
sal cowplaint is that our young people,
especially the boys,*slip away from the
Sabbath-school as they grow up. Asa
rule they do so, because they think it is
intended fur children only. 1f the whole
congregation attended, our young wmen
would no longer think it bencath their
dignity to exhibit their budding manhodd
and incipient mustaches in the Sabbath-
school roem any more than in church.
These false ideas of what the Sabbath-
school is, prevail to a large extent among
pastors, clders, teachers, purents and chil-
dren; and all must learn to view the sub-
jectin its true light, if any decided im-
provement in practice is to take place.
But we have here to deal particularly with
the family. May wisdom be granted to
parents and the older children to do their
duty in this matter.

Too many parents think that the con-
nection between the family and the Sab-
bath-school is very loose: a rope of sand.

1 dare say, the younger children are gen-
erally helped at home to prepare theirles-
sons; often because the little dears insist
upon it and will not be pat off.  As chil-
dren grow oldoer, parents too often know
little or nothing about their progress in
divine truth.  The mother sees that they
are properly dressed ere they leave home,
but alas, how seldom is the Biblo lesson
read and talked about! Yet ¢ the body is
moro than raiment,” and the soul is more
than the body. Parents would be very
indignant if charged with bringing up
their children in untidiness and squalor.
But they often seemn to care less about
moral and spiritual unsightliness and pov-
orty. For however faithful and efticient
teachers may be, the principal part of re-
ligious instruction must be given by par-
onts. What can be expected from one
hour’s teaching per week, if nothing is
done at home during the remaining 167
hours! There is truth in the old adage:
““ One ounce of mother is worth a pound
of clergy,” to which some one has added,
* Yes, and a ton of Sabbath-school teach-
ers.” ln justice, however, it should be
said that mothersare generally more faith-
ful in these matters than fathers. How
many men, like ** the first man Adam,”
have been glad to excuse themselves by
caating respongibility as well as blame on
‘‘the wenian thou gavest me!” ~Let
fathers remember that God looked to
Abraham, not to Sarah, for the proper
upbringing of the family.

We hape the happy time is near when
pavents will say ** come” instead of ¢ go,”
but meznwhile taking matters as we tind
them, we would recommend a plan which
experience has proved to be a good one.
That is, to read the Dible lesson for the
day atfamily worship on Sabbath morning,
and have a family talk over it, encouraging
the children to ask questions. Thisany
parent ought, to be able to do. When a
child goes to day-school and gets to study-
ing mathematics, classics and the many
o.ogies, he soon gets beyund the average
parent.  But it is not so in Bible study.
‘The parent who attends the church ser-
vices and reads his Bible, if only at family
worship, should always keep ahead of his
children in his knowledge of Scripture
truth. Secular lore is not rcquired for
this. The Bible lessons are usually short;
giving ample time for conversation about
them. Soae may say toc short for family
worship; but a fuw verses, with a familr
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talk about them, will often do far more
good than the stereotyped method of rend-
ing a whole chapter however long, which
some would think it sacrilege not to follow
most strictly. During the week too it is
well, especially if the lessons are in the
Old Testament, to keep up the connection
by reading at famnily worship the interven-
ing portions bstween the lessons. Let
}mrents try this plan and they will svon
earn how interesting and profitable it is
to all, particularly to the children. What
interests the parent, interests the child,
¢“No,” yousay. All right; carry your
memory back to the last election and see,
Take an_illustration. On or about the
22nd of February last, during family wor-
ship in a certain household, a chapter
about Abraham was being read, when a
little four-year-old interrupted by asking,
*“ Was Abraham a Tory?"”

If the views we have been advocating
were carried out, children would not have
to be so often forced to go to Sabbath-
school.

Many other points remain to be dis-
cussed but our allotted time is more than

up.

We would conclude by reminding par-
ents that the command, ‘‘Train up a
child,” ete., is given to them, not to the
teacher. They cannot delegate their re-
sponsibility or duty to another. May
every parent realize this so fully and act
up to it so faithfully, that he or she may
at last be able to present their loved ounes
to the Father of all, saying, ‘‘Behold, I,
and the children thou hast given me.”

[The writer acknowledges his indebted-
ness for valuable hints, to Dr. Worden's
Tract, ‘‘The Sabbath-school aud the
Church Session,” published by the Pres-
byterian Board of Publication; to be had
of McGregor & Knight, Halifax. ]

SAVED AT A MOTHER'S GRAVE.
BY THE REV. W. FRITH, KENSINGTON.

One cold, dark, wintry day, in the year
1874, the mortal remains of a departed
mother were carried to the grave, One
sad solitary son followed the bier, the only
son of a widowed mother.

She had often prayed and cried to the
Lord for her poor, wayward boy, but she
had never seen her prayers answered.
Year after year, till he had reached a full-
grown manhood, had this dear mother
cried to her God; still no answer came,

At last the hour of her departure came;
still her prayers were unanswered; there
he stood by her dying bed, sad, but sullen
and thoughtful, watching the last moments
of a beloved mother, and catching, if pos-
aible, * a mother's last words,” The part-
ing moment came, and she whispered, ina
low, feeble voice, ‘‘Look to Jesus, and
meet me in glory.” She closed her eyes,
her pulse ceased, and she spoke no more,

But it was enough. The words went to
the heart as well as the memory of her
son; and when the coffin was being low-
ered into the grave, John, who had so
long resisted o mother's cries and tears,
now yielded his heart to.the power of the
Saviour's love, and heard that voice again,
echoing, as it were, from his mother’s
grave, ‘‘John, look to Jesus, and meet
me in glory.”

Thus did God answer a mother's prayer
at the eleventh hour. Praised be God!

Are you, dear .reager, an unsaved son
or daughter of a pious and praying mother?
Have you, too, resisted the Spirit of grace,
% Sa?viour's luving call through her tender
ips

pResist no longer. Consider your ways,
and be wise unto salvation. The Holy
Spirit saith, * To-pay, if ye will hear His
voice, harden not your heart.” To-morrow
may be too late. Life is uncertain in its
duration. Eternity is sure. .

None but Jesus can save you, *‘He is
able also to save them to the uttermost
that come unto God by Him.” Oh! be-
lieve and live.

THE CUP OF SORROW,

On classic cups and vases we may have
sometimes seen devices carved by.the
cunning hand of the sculptor. So around
the cup of trial which God commends to
the lips of suffering Christians are wreathed
many comforting assurances. Here isone
of them: *‘* All things work together for
good to them that love God.” Here is
another like it: **As thy days, so shall
thy strength be.” Afflicted friend, turn
thy cup of sorrow around, and thou wilt
see engraved upon it those precious words:
‘¢ As one whom his mother comforteth, so
will T comfort you.” Tuin it again and
read, “My grace is sufficient for thee.”
They are invisible to selfishness and blind
unbelief. And God sometimes washes the
eyes of His children with tears in order
that they may read aright His command-
ments,—TIllus. Chris. Weekly.



THE MARITIME PRESBYTERIAN,

201

AMER?

. I can not say,
Bencath the pressure of life's cares to-day,
I joy in these;
But I can say
That I had ratner walk this rugged way,
1f Him it please.

v

I can not feel

Thatallis wellwhendark'ning cloudsconceal
'The shining sun;
But then I know

God lives and loves; and say, since it so,
Thy will be done,

T can not speak .

- Inhappy tones; the tear-drops on my cheek
Show | am sad;
But I can speak

Of grace to suffer with submission meek,
Until made glad.

I do not see
Why God should ¢'en permit some things
to be,
When ho is love;
. But I can see,
Though often dimly, through the mystery,
His hand above.

I do not know

Wherce falls the seed thatlhave tried tosow
With greatest care;
But 1 shall know

The meaning of each waiting hour helow
Sometime, somewhere!

I do not look

Upon the present, nor in nature's book,
To read my fate;
But I do lovk

For promised blessings in God's Holy Book;
And 1 can wait.

I may not try
To keep the hot tears back—but hush that
sigh,
¢ 1t might have been,” *
And try to still
Each rising murmur, and to God’s sweet
will
Respond ¢ Amen!”
—F. G. Browning.
The true Christian is like the sun which
pursues his noiseless track and everywhere
leaves.the effect of his beams in a blessing
upon the world around him.— Luther.

BEGIN AT ONCE.

Begin at uace to do whatever your
Master commands. Begin to practice re-
ligion. A child would never learn to walk
by a hundred talks about the law of grav-
itation; it must use its vwn feet, even at
the risk of many a tumble. Wait not for
more feeling, or more pungent convictions,
or for anything that you read of in other
people's experiences. These are all snares
and hindrances, if they keep you from
doing at once the very first act that will
please Christ. Have you never opened
your lips to an unconverted friend, either
to avow your own feeling or tv do that
friend some good? Then try it; you will
strengthen yourself, and ma{ bring an un-
expected blessing to him or her. Inshort,
you must begin to obey a new Master; to
serve a new Saviour; to strike out a new
line of living, and rely on God’s almighty
help to doit. When you give yourself to
Christ in this whole-hearted and practical
fashion, he will give you a thousand-fold
richer gift in return.  Yes, he will give
you hiwself! When you possess Christ
you have everything.—Dr. T. L. Cuyler.

HOME FIRST.

Let home stand first before all other
things! - No matter how high your amhi-
tion gnuy transcend its duties, no matter
how far your talents or your influence may

.| reach beyond its door, build upa true

home before every thing else! Be not its
slave; be its master! Let it not be cnough
that it is swept and garnished, that its sil-
ver is brilliant, that 1ts food is delicious,
but feed the love in it, feed the truth in
it, feed thought and aspiration, feed all
charity and gentleness in it.  Then from
s walls shail come forth the true woman
and tue true man, who shall together rule
and bless the land. Isthisan overwrought
picture? We think not. Wha. konor can
be greater than to found such a home,

1 what dignity higher than tc ieign its un-

disputed, honored mistress? What is the
ability to speak from a public platform to
large, intelligent audiences, or the wisdom
that may command a seat’ on the judge’s
bench, compared to that which can insure
and so preside over u true home that hus-
band and children may ‘¢ rise and call her
blessed ¥’ To be the guiding star, the
ruling spirit, in such a position, is higher
honor than to rule an empire.—Sel.
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THE'NEW HEBRIDES.
ANEITYUM.

Though this isiand is no longer ours, but
given over to the care of the Free Church
Missionary, Mr. Lawrie, the interest that
‘has s0 long centred in that name has not
yet died out, and the following statement
from its missionary as given in the Free
Chuwrele Monthly, will be welcome:

“The gencral mission work on this
island still continues to be encouraging;
all our oxdinary meetings are being kept
up with regularity, and the Sabbatlr fore-
noon services atall the stationsare usually
well attended.  Our vight a. m. Sabbath
wmorning schools for boys and givls are kept
up at seven different stations on the island.
This is an institution of only three years'
standing.  Previous to that we had Sab-
bath afternoon Bible classes at all the vil-
lages for old and young; but there was no
Sabbath gathering specially for the young
—the lambs of the flock.

“Qur Sabbath worning schools owe
their origin to a little Leith girl of four
years who sent some handkerchiefs and
pretty cards ‘for my best Sabbath-scholars.’

¢ On questioning myself I found that 1
had week-day scholars, but of really Sab-
bath scholars I had none. At the very
next meeting of our session, I tried to en-
list the sympathies of the elders, got my
Dbest deacon to act as monitor, and esfub-
lished the Sabbath school at Aname.

** Now we have a similar gathering at
Abeleanhat, Umej, Aunumej, Inyathpoig,
Uca, Itau. Parental authority is very
Jax among these natives. This may be
owing to the ease with which any boy may
o' tun all that is necessary to sustain a
native’s life—namely, roots, fruits, water,
and fish,  IF offended at home, a boy will
remaove to the next village without hesita-
t'on, where he may live for months until
the canse of his displeasure has died out
We feel anxious to influence the young as
much as we can, lest the coming genera-
tion relapse into former heathen habits.
It is a fact that witcheraft and sorcery are
still practised on this island by a limited
few.

**We have often wished and prayed
for ¢showers’ of blessing to fall upon this
people. Two evenings ago I was sitting
woundering why even the ¢ droppings’ were
so few and far between. We heard a
scratching noise at the window. We lifted
the blind, but saw nothing, it being very

dark. A few minufts wore there came a
tap-tap at the study door. 1t was 9-30
p- m., andraining hard. I was astonished,
and could not think who it could be at that
hour, when most of the matives had re-
tired to rest. I opened the door, and
found it to be an intelligent native with g
Bible under his arm, who ‘tould not retire
to rest nntil he got a portion of Scripture
explained. He expressed himself anxious,
and wished to seek refuge from the wrath
to come. I sat with him until 11 p. m,,
and tried to point this Nicodemus to
Jesus, the seeking sinner’s Saviour. In
prayer this man compared himself to the
hundredth sheep which was lost, but now
rejoiced in having been found by Jesus
himself.

** Such cases as the above whet our ap-
petite for more real spiritual fruit of our
lIabors; but in this we are reminded that
¢ this wind bloweth where it listeth, and
thou hearest the sound thereof, but canst
not tell whence it cometh, and whither it
goeth; so is cvery one that is born of the
Spirit.” So in all mission work we must
learn to Jabor and to wait. :

** Four cases came recently before our
session, of church members having fallen
into the sin of intemperance. Many of
the inland “kava’' planters persist in keep-
ing up the practice, as they say it isan
article of barter with the shore people for
cloth and tobacco. The chiefs, however,
made a raid lately upon the districts
where the kava plant grows, and over a
hundred plants we-2 rooted up, a portion
of which, along with a wooden kava basin,
was brought and burned in the presence
of the missivnary.

¢ During the months of September and
QOctober I made a pavochial visitation of
all the districts on both sides of the
island. This helps to keep alive the in-
terest of these people most distant from
the mission station.

*“The difficult yaths fo some of the
places prevent frequent visitation; as, for
instance, I had. to go six miles by boat,
then cross tive ridges, up hill and down
dale, before I reached the most distant
village on the Anelcauhat side. Mrs.
Geddie is the only white lady who has ever
accomplished that part of the journey,
and she was carried by natives most of the
way on a sedan chair,

““Dr. and Mrs. Gunn and family spent
two months on this island as a change and
rest from their work among the Futunese.
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While here he treated a number of cases
medically, for which he earhed the grati-
tude of the people.

“We returned this week from a visit to
the Aname side, and during the next two
months we intend to remain at Anelcauvhat
for the benefit of the day-school there.”

DOES YOUR CHILD KNOW IT?
BY REV. H. H. HAWES, D. b,

You are o member of the church. You
attend the services of the sanctuary. You
sit at the communion table. You have
the precious hope that Jesus is your Sa-
viour. But, after all, does your child
know that you are & Christian? ‘¢ Why,
what a question,” you say. ‘‘Of course
he knows it.” Yet, perhaps he does not.
Sometimes people “ take things for grant-
ed,” when they should not do so. You
know you area Christian. The church
knows your profession, Your community
knows it. But, now, what reason have
you for supposing your child knows it.
You answer, ‘‘ He vught to know it; for I
have been a Christian all his life, and was,
before he was born.” Very true. But
what: evidence have you ever given your
child of all thist You take him to church;
and so do many unbelievers take their
children. You send him to Sunday-school;
and so do mmany unbelievers send their
children. Now, what more have youdone?

_ Is there a ** family altar” in your house ?
Has your child ever heard a word of prayer
from you? Have you ever tried to tell
him about Jesus Christ—lead him to
Christ? Very often some parent will say,
““ The hardest thing I ever tried is to talk
to my childien about religion.” What a
sad confession! Why, that ought to be the
easiest thing in this world for you to do!
Why isit hard? You vuzht to have laid
your hand upon that child’s heart, for
Christ, as soon as it was born! Then you
should have kept fast hold of that heart,
all the time, from that hour! Did you do
it? No! Well, there is the trouble. You
waited until the child grew *‘ vld enough”
to be a Christian.  And Quring that time
the devil and every sin influence were at
work on your child. They sought his
heart at the moment of his birth—and you
let them haveit! Ten,twelve, fifteen years
passed before you awoke to the fact that
your child had a toul to be saved or lust,
and that you had done nothing to save it.
Your time for getting hold of your child,

for Christ, wasgone. No wonder you find
it hard, now ‘‘to talk to your children
about religion.” Your child ought never
to have known when you began to tell him
of Christ. He ought never to know any-
thing more natural, more ‘‘a matter of
course,” than to have you doit. Think
how you have treated this little une,whom
God sent you to keep and train for Him,
then ask yourself: ‘“Does my child know
I ama Christian?” It may be he has-
heard of some such thing, has some dim,
confused idea about it; but, does he know
it, because of the way you have treated
him? The saddest, most unnatural sight.
in this world, is an ungodly parent teach-
ing his child, by his own unbelieving life,.
how to go to hell! Yet, how about the-
believer who never tried tosave hischild !
You have tried, to the extent of sending:’
him to Sunday-school. Yes. But, soyou
allowed the church, or scme one else re-
lieve you of the work God expected you
to do for your child. Who teaches your
child there ? Do you know 7 No matter
sbout the teacher’s name. Who, as to

iety and fituess, teaches your child?

ew parents ever think of looking into
that question. Well, so matters go nuw-
a-days. And, perhaps, you will be con-
tent to take the consequences when you
and your children stand before the judg-
ment seat of Christ! Perhaps, you will
then say, with perfect self-approval,
“Lord, I did what I could. I let some
one else assume the respunsibility of my
child’s soul.” - But, perhaps, you will not!
Now is the time to see to it.

We go from place ta place, here to-day
and there to-morrow, but each day one
day’s march nearer home, our Father’s
house, where the weary ate at regt. Pil-
grims now, as all our tathers wore, there
our pilgrimage is ended, and the heavenly
country is the golden city of our God.
There is something inexpressibly comfort-
ing in these wourds, **They shall go no
more out.” ‘“For ever with the Lovd.”
That is the Eternal City. He that dwells
in it shall never say, *‘Iamsick.” No
change of scene or air or food to recruit a
wasted frame! Life, health, immoital
youth shall cicwn the days of him who is
a Christian ci**zen in that celestial clime.

About 25,000 clerks and other employ-
ees in Chicago are obliged to work on
Sunday.
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Sudia.

Last month the Reports of the Mission-
aries in Central India were given. In the
present issue will be found the Reports of
lady teachers, giving as they do a fuller
insight into the working of our mission
thore.—Ep.

REPORT OF MISS RODGER.

This girls' school has been carried on
throughout the year without any more
than the ordivary interruptions. The
girls studying English number about
twenty and they have made sutisfactory
progress in reading, writing, arithmetic,
weozraphy and seripture histury. Asthey
translate the Enghish into Urdu they have
a much better knowledge of the subject
than if they simply learned the lesson,
They have gone through addition and
subtraction and are now in multiplication
in arithmetic and have used copy buoks
for wr.bing.  In geography they have been
taught carefully the map of India wish its
political divisions and physical features ;
also the maps of Europe and Asiaalthough
not quite so thoroughly, along with tne
general geography of the globe.  As there
are constant changes going on in school
and some of the girls have nut been in
attendance for any length of time the
progress is much greater than might be
supposed. They lave gone over Barth's
Scripture History of the Old Testament
up to the period of the ent-ance of the

Israclites into Palestine. They know also.

the chicef ovents in the life of Christ. The
Hindu gidls are taught separately and take
the Geography and Serij-ture lesson toge-
ther. Although there s a Jarger number
of this class, yet they do not attend so

sgularly and do noe make as rapid pro-
gress. Three of tne English speaking
girls have left as a mew school has been
opened by a Roman Catholic teacher in
the camp. and the parents of these chil-
dren are Roman Catholies.  Two Native
Cristian givls belonging to the Church of
Yugland have attended school for the last
five months. The elder is now-studying
more speeially arithmetie, algebra, Euchd
and geography and will take English
history as svon as arrangewents can be
made for that subject. The younger is
not so far advanced, but they have both
been carefully taught and are improving
rapidly. The clder takes Marathi also as

a second language, she wishes to be able
to pass the middle school examination.

1 regret to say that throughout the year:
as much attention has not been given to-
Zenana work as usual. This is not be-
cause the women are not as anxious to be:
visited and hear the Word read, but for
want of sufficient time dnd proper help.
A young girl in the city, who has been a
widow fur several years, has been studying
English for some time past and would soon
get a fair knowledge of the language as
she learns quickly, i only time could be-
given to instruct her. She cannot come
out and must be taught in her own home.

This is not the only instance that could
be given of women willing to be taught in
their homes, if there-were any one to give
them regular instruction.

REPORT OF MISS ROSS.

I wish I had the good news to tell, that
one at least had given her heart to the
Saviour, but I know of no such oneamong
those whom I have been visiting during
the past year although I have seen faces
brighten on hearing of God's love and
care.

1n August I opened a new school in the
Sarafa (money lenders’ street.) While
endeavors were being put forth to get o
house, many were the disparaging state-
ments made against female education.
Une man said that it would not do to edu-
cate the women as they would become as,
sharp as they were and would not do what
the men told them. 1 expressed my ap-
preciation of the system and spoke of
how well it succeeded in my country, but
they did not louk convinced. However,
through the kindness of Mr. Wilkie, a
building was secured and the school
opened, at least, it was ready for the
prospective pupils. But during the first
three days no little maiden appeared.
On the fourth one little girl came, and for
three days had.no companion.  Her father
had sent her. He told me that he would
do su and he kept his word. In the first
month only ten presented themselves. On
September 8th, fourteen were present.
‘The parents were very suspicious. On one
occasion news came to me that I was put-
ting bracelets on the girls and drowning
them ina pond. Some afirmed that 1
would carry them off. I also heard
that I was going to give them something
to drink that would break their caste.
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Still, from time to time peopls came
in to see what we were doing. I have
often been amused at persens coming in
apparently in great haste, and asking if I
would not teach certain girls; but although
1 always said 1 would, in many cases they
never appeared. Another would enter,
look about him, and say: 1 see none of
my caste here, until I do I cannotsend my
daughter. Each caste seemed to greatly
fear remarks of censure from its members.
The numbers continued to increase.
Now there are eighty-one names on the
roll, but the daily attendance only ranges
from twenty-five to thirty-four. At times
they go out so often to dine with their
caste people that the attendance of the
majority is very irregular, but they cannct
be induced to give up the practice at once.
When 1 first brought desks, one little
girl thoughe that they were to be used as
seats and that the seats were for footstools
and acted accordingly. 1t was rather
laughable -to see her perched up on her
high seat. The dolls’whick the ladies so
kindly sent out have been a source of
great interest and attraction. It was sur-
prising to see how closely they inspected
them. Since the dolls have been given
the attendance has increased, and the hope
is that it will go «n_improving. At first
none would buy their books, but lately
over a dozen have paid for theirs, the
Christian Vernacular Series is used. The
house I have now is very much better than
the former one, the landlord has had a
wall taken down and one room enlarged
which is a great convenience.

Through the pupils admission is gained
to the homes. [ have received invitutions
which I have not yet responded to, 1 have
not got a Bible Woman and so alone 1
cannot overtake all the visiting. 1 go to
twenty houses and six Mohullas. Miss
McKenzie, a young woman who lives in
Indore, assists me at school, hut as yet
does not do any visiting. The little mai-
dens here have not been accustomed to
school. so that one person cannot satisfac
torily teach as many as can be taught ina
school at home. A number of the moth-
ers do say that they get their requests
granted by going to the temples and doing
poojah; othersconfess that it is quite use-
less, but assert that they cannot give it up
and stand alone among so many. With
God all things are possible when His grace
enters their hearts they will be enabled to
walk in His ways. 4 few daysago when

a woman was expressing her belief ina
very common faying ‘‘your religion is
gaod for you, our religion is good for us,”
and speaking of Low their bouks instruct-
ed them to love God and be kind to their
fellow-men was shown that we could not
separate ourselves, that Jesus Christ was
the only true Saviour, that white people
too before they knew God worshipped
idols, and that those of them who did not
believe on Him would nct be saved, she
appeared to think that what I suid was
more likely to be true. The superstition
of ages has u great and strong influence
over the minds of the people.

A number of widows hava asked me to
teach them to read, twn were the wives of
goldsmiths, their homes are very close. 1
asked one to come into the other house so
that I could give them their lesson together
and thus save time, she replied that she
could not go out of the house she was in
until her husband hed been dead twelve
months. Rangie, of whom Ispoke in my
Jast report, is very severely treated since
her mairiagg. Her mother-in-law does
not allow her to attend schoul as she pro-
mised, nor does she even permit her to
come to see her maother. Her friends ex-
pressed their regret to me that they did
not put her into the. Boarding School in-
stead of having her married. There is

‘very great need of & building for that pur-

pose.. .

REPORT OF MISS MINNIE STOCK-
BRIDGE.

Nothing worthy of special notice teok
plaoe from the tune of iy last report un-
port until April when my new school was
opened by the Rev. Mr. Builder, assicted
by the Kev. Mr. Murray. Among those
present to witness the opening ceremonies
were Major Gene:zal Gillespie and Culonel
Gibbs. Both seemed pleased with the
building for although” only temporary it is
large and airy. We have been able toput
it up and furnish it for less than 400
rupees, the whole of which has been raised
in India through the liberulity of friends.

The attendance during the year has not
been so high as we haa anticipated, but
1 has been more regular than last year.
\We cannot expect large numbers as the
village is small. However, our average
has been twenty girls and twelve boys,
which is encouraging.

Several girls who attended last year
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have loft us having been married and
taken to the homes of their mothers-in-
law. We have been permitted to visit
some of them and by doing so have been
onabled to keep them interested in the
things learned in the school. Religious
exercises are conducted daily without any
objection being made.

QOur Subbath School in conuection with
the day school is well attended.  We have
had an average of thirty during the year,
and have been able to distribute through
this channel many tracts and other religi-
ous literature. The first four months of
the year we held a bi-monthly meeting
for women of the village and were much
encoutaged to see the interest shown in
the large number who attended. Seeing
that this was a success my sister ‘and I
thought it Dbetter to amalgamate our
women's meetings and instead of having
one ouce & fortnight, we hold it weckly
and have been very much encouraged to
go on as the average attendance has been
thirty-five,

I still continue to dispense simple
medicines. My father kindly gave me
40 rupees to start with and the Mission
has been good enough to replenish my
stock. 1 find that being able to give a
little medicine enables me to get access
into hio.nes I should not otherwise have
the privilege of entering, and so hope to
continue this part of my work.

We feel the want of good \experienced
Bible women very much. Had we one or
two we should be able to open meetings
and scatte:s the truth in all the villages
avound. I have becn able to visit four
villages occasionally, but time and strength
will not permit me to do more, although
other invitations are very pressing.

Our visit to Dhar with Mr. and Mbs.
Builder was very enjoyable. We feel
much encouraged by the interest the wo-
men of thatand other placesin the district
took in our visiting them, and we ave look-
ing forward with pleasure to another visit
next cold season.

The dark cloud which has hung over the
women of India for so many years seems
breaking, to let in the light of education
aund the glrious Gospel of Jesus Christ.

I have again to thank the Missionary
Society of Woodstock School, Landour,
India, for sending through Mus. Scott, the
lady-Principad, their second donation of
24 rupees. The children of my school
here also contributed 4 rupees.

REPORT OF MISS A. STOCKBRIDGE,
MHOW.

The year 1886 has been in some respects.
a successful one. The Buzaar school under
my care has 91 names on the roll, viz.:
Parsces, 8; Mohammedang, 6, and Hin.
doos, 77. The average attendance during
the year was G4, Separate from the
schooi, [ had & class of 6 young women
whose ages vary from 18 to 26. Tbe Par-
sees pay a fee, the remainder attend free,
with the exception of a monthly fee of 3
pies for the work class, which is difficult.
to obtain regularly, as the children often
spend it as soon as it is given to them by
their parents, When the school broke up-
for the Christmas vacation, we had an
entertainment for the children, at which
several influential people were present,
among whom were Majur General Gilles-
pie, Rev. M. B. Mills, Col. Gibbs, Capt.
Smordon, Xhan Bahadoor Bgzonjee Sor-
abjee, Kazi Mahomed- Akram, Mr. Dad-
abhoy, and Mr. Couverjee Cowasjee. All
listened very attentively to the little ones
as they came forward to read or recite,
after which General Gillespie presented
the prizes, making an encouraging remark
to the children as they came tu receive
that which was in store for them. I have
three helpers in the schonl, Lakshmibai,
Ramkorbai, and Jennibai, from whom I
receive must assistance. Lakshmibai was
very sick for some time, but is better now
and able to take her old place in class.

. I have, in addjtion to my school work,
been enabled to visit thirty homes pretty
regularly, at each of these homes we sing,
read, and somelimes pray. It is astonish-
ing to see the eagerness with which the
woten listen to us. Onc woman desived
to learn to read and write, so Lakshmibai
visits her daily. In our Zenana visiting
we often take fancy work so that while one
reads, the other does her best to teach the
woman to work. We have not yet seen
any divect fruit of our labor, but slowly
prejudices and antipathies are breaking
up, and we are looking to our Heavenly
Futher for strength to enable us to go for-
ward in the great work He has given us
here. .

Last month we accompanied Mr. and
Mrs. Builder to the districts, and during
the three weeks we were there we had
many opportunities of speaking and work-
ing for Christ. One day we went into the
back streets of the city of Dhar. Alter
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being invited to sit down in the verandah
of a house, we sang « hymu, and as many
as 160 persons soon gathéred to listen.
My sister explained the hymns and then
talked to them of the love of Jesus. We
were surprised to see them listening with-
out murmuring, particnlarly as it was in a
Native State.  We accompanied Mr.
Builder out nearly every day, sometimes
driving 10 to 20 miles, to different vil-
Iages. Once while in the village of Turla
we visived the Thakur's wife, she received
us pleasantly, and was glad to hear us
sing.  While at Dhar we had the privilege
of being present at the Maharaja’s Durbar,
held in honor of the Jubilee of Queen
Victoria, when His Highness the Mahara-
jah asked Mr. Builder to pray to God for
the Queen and the Vieeroy. . He did so in
the presence of all the chiefs and nobles,
cte., lifting up his heart to God that He,
for Christ's sake, might richly bless
the Queen, Viceroy, the Maharajah, and
his State. May this incidert be of happy
omen for our work. Surely from it, we
may take courage and lock for greater
things in the future.

“IF I JOIN THE CHURCH, MAY I
DANCE?” .

“I T join the church, have you any
objection to my dancing ¢”

Such was the question of Mary W-——
addressed to her pastor as he was speaking
to her about her making a public profes-
sion of religion. She was about eighteen
Yyears of age, of high social standing, in-
telligent, cultivated, thoroughly a lady i
feeling and mamner, and surrounded by
all thav makes'life attractive and pleasant,

Having been hopefully converted, after
much thought and prayer she had decided
to unite with the church of which Mr.
A was the pastor. But before so do-
ing, she asked him, in the conversation
alluded-to, “If 1 join thé church, Mr.
A——, have you any objection to my
dancing? 1am very fond of it, and feel
very unwilling to give it up. ~What do
you think of it7” [

“I will answer your question by an-
other,” said her pastor. **Suppose there
was a large and fashionable party, or a
public ball in town, and you were invited
toit. And suppose you had accepted the
invitation, and that going at rather a late

hour as you entered the room you found
all engaged in the dance, and that yousaw
me, your pastor, taking part in it, and
leading it, what would you think 7 ”

A louk of surprise, almost of astonish-
ment, passed over her face, as she fraikly
said, *‘1 should think it very strange, and
greavly inconsistent.”

“Well,” replied Mr. A——, ‘*if danc-
ing is right and a good thing why should
not I enjoy it as well as you? Andif in
its_influence and tendencies it is wroug
and evil, why should you engagoe n it or
wish it more than J? A minister is but
a good man trying to do good to men,
And there are not two standaerds, one for
him and another for the member of his
church; not two rules of Christian living,
one for you and another for him. If heis
to be spiritual, and set a holy example,
and to come out from the world and bes
separate, and shun worldly amusements,
why are not you? And if such amuse-
ments are right and proper for youas a
follower of the Saviour, why are they not
for him? And why should you or any
member of the church wish to be or to do
what you would not like to see him be or
do¢”

She thought a moment sgriously, and
then said, “ 1t is plain to me now. I will
never dance again.”  A4ud sle never did.

Uniting ‘with the church by a public
confession of her faith in Christ, she lived,
and after some years died, an exemplary,
faithful, spiritual Christian, a help to her
pastor in every good word and work, and
a bright example to all who knew her.

With this brief narrative in view, three
thoughts a ¢ suggested for serious and
prayerful consideration: .

1. As to all worldly amusements, if you
have the least doubt as to your ¢ mduct—-
if there is the least conflict between incli-
nation aud duty, go in prayer to the
Saviour, and ask Him what you ought to
do, and then act as you believe He would
apj rove if He were present with you.

2. If there is the least doubt, is it not
best to err on the safe side, and rather
keep too far from the world, than to go
too near to it ?

3. Is it not right for you in this, as in
all things, to take such a course, that if
all were to imitate your example, it would
make the church a holy and spiritual and
useful church, and give you, personally,
the highest and best influence asa devoted
and faithful Christian.—Ex.
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HE HXEARS.

¢“Of all that I brought with me from
the home of my childhood into the world,"”
said a leading business man in the West,
“thé most valuable possession was the
habit of kneeling to ask God's blessing
night and morning, Often it was a mere
mechanical form; at times when I was in
desperate straits, my prayer was a single
inarticalate groun for help. But it kept
alive in me the idea that there was a
power stronger than 1, than money, or
busi,l’wss, or lfe itself, That idea saved
me.

An Af.jcan explorer, one of the first to
venture into tha Dark Cuntinent, wrote,
“In all the dangers through which I
passed in the long fever, and even in the
criminal excesses to which [, a young man
and far from home, was a half-consenting
witness. one thread kept me fro. sinking
and utter ruin. It was the knowledge
that on the other side of the globe anold,
grey-haired woman was praying for me.
No man can go utterly to destruction as
long as his mother keeps une hand on him
and the other on God.”

1t is stated that John Wesley was first
brought to the consideration of religious
{ruth by th: prayer of a poor servant for
him, If this be tcue, that prayer was the
lever which lifted not only one man's soul,
bLat ultimately the whole Christian Church
into life and astivity.

In ons of our sea-bonrd cities is an im-
‘mruse building which is lightet by elec-
tricity. At the touch of a knob in a
closet, the countless lamps and huge chan-
d :liers flash intu radiance, and all the vast
atlience halls glw with light. A sick
£'iill, 1l e drughter of the janitor, usually
P ess s the knob with her little ingar,and
as madz happy by kilowing that she has
gwven light to thousands of people. The
poor woman in her closet, the invalid on
his bed of pan, praying for God’s blessing
on othe ¢, put their hands in faith on that
power that coatrols the world. They do
mt see the result; they may even die
without knowing the light that they may
have caused to shine in dark places; but
they have the sure promise that the Infi-
nite wisdom and pity heeds their suin-
nons, and does not turn awvay from their
pleadings,— Youth’s Camvanion.

_ The Protestant baptisms throughout
Japan average at t' e present time about
one hundred aud twenty ‘each weelk.

LIVING CLOSE TO GOD.

The Rev. T. L. Cuyler, in the New York
Evangelist, says:—‘ If you ask what we
gain by living close to God, I would an-
swer that we gain fresh supslies of
strength. The strangth of yesterday will
not suffice for to-day, any more than yes-
terday’s food will sustain me, if I neglect-
ed to eat wmy breakfast this morning.
God weans that we shall be kept in con-
stant dependence, therefore he metes out
‘strength equal to the day.’ The manna
must fall fresh every morning. Lord,
give us day by day our daily bread. No
Christain can live on an ¢ld experience or
an old promise made to God in years gone
by, or un the Divine help that was fur-
nished to him in & passed emergency. A
new conflict requires a new and immediate
interposition of the Divine aid. The
Christians of Laodicea may once have been
healthy and happy; tte, ceased to live
near to God, and he ‘spewed-them out of
his mouth.’

¢ Security deperds upon living close to
Jesus, The sold.er who keeps the ranks’
on the march, anl behinld the ramparts
during the a.sau't, is commonly safe; the
stragzlers ave apt to be pickel up by the
enomy. To thisla‘ter class in our churches
b_long the cas:alties and the disgraceful
de.ertions which 80 often shack and shame
us.  Among this class of backsliders are
the réady victims of the Tempter—the -
men who betray pecuniary frusts, and the
weak-kneed time-servers who succumb in
times o¢ hard pressure, and those desert-
ers who slip away from Ged’s worship
through broken Sabbaths, and all the vo-
taries of self-indulgencs who are mostly
fouud in the haunts of * Vanity Fair.’
D.ift ny away from God, they fall into the
hands of the Adversary. Nced a Chris-
tiaa ever slip or stumble? Need he.ever
walk in the dark, or lose the roll of his
assurance? No; uot if he lives cluse to
Christ, so close that the Shepherd’s eye
is ever on him, and the light of Christ's
countenance illunines his path, and the
Almighty arm is ever within  reach,
Brothergif you or T ever lose Christ, it is

‘not _because he has driven us away, or

hidden himscif *rom us; it is because we
have-been drawn away from him.”

The streams of religion run either deep
or shallow, according as the banks of the
Sabbath are kept up or neglected.

L4
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TAKE THE CHILDREN TO CHURCH

Considerable discussion has been aroused
at different times as to the propriety of
forcing children to attend divine service
.on the Sabbath. In this connection it has
been frequently urged that to oblige a
-child to go tv church against its will might
result unfavorably as to its church-going
‘habits in maturer years. Instances are
rapeatedly cited where men have declared
that they used to promise themselves,
when thus obliged to go up to the house
of God, that should they ever live to be
their own masters they would avenge
themselves of the distastful obligation by
remaining away for ever after. And un-
doubtedly in some cases the unfilial pro-
nise has been fulfilled. :

But in an excellent sermon to which it
was recently our privilege to listen, the
pastor argued with convincing plainness
that just the same view should be taken in
this case as would be if a child rebelled

against attending school during the week. .

What parent sufficiently cognizant of the
“importance of education would allow &
<hild to remain away from school day after
day simply because it did not want to go?
And then, what mere child is capable of
Jjudgiag of its present or future needs in
any respect ? 1t is nothing short of injus-
tice, not tv say cruelty, to allow a little
untaught child to decide for itself what
course it shall pursue in any matter of
vital impoftance. But the trouble is, far
too many parents fail to recognize the
habit of church-going as being one of vital
importance. As regards the school on
week days, a child begins its attendance
at a certain age, then cont'nu st goas a
mattor of course. Except for goud and
sufficient reason, it is expected and re-
guired that the pupil be in his place each
ay.

We remember vividly the response
which a sudden declaration met when one
day, away back in youthful years, we an-
nounced our decis’on not to attend church
that morning,
father lovked up in quick surprise and
asked: *‘ What! a~a you feeling sick to-
day?” “No, sir.” ‘“Hasn't God spared
your life through t1e week just passed?”
*“Yes, sir.” ** Yoa've been fed and cared
for through the week, haven't you?”
“ Yes, sir.” **Than, my child, what good
reason have you fo: staying away from the
house of God to-day 7" -

‘The kindly but shrewd

The question was unanswerable, We
went to the house of God that day, and
ever since the years agone when those
wise, judicious queries were set against a
foolish determination to act falsely to the
most faithful training and example, there
has never been a willingness on our part
to remain away from the service of God's
house on the Sabbath except for what
seemed good and suflicient reason. Treat
it as a matter of course that children will
regard the Sabbath; and how else can they
regard it properly except by engaging ‘ur
at least a little while in tlis worship of the
sanctuary ¢ Parents can do no more than
to insist upon respect to their wishes while
children are still under their control, and
then leave results to God. But the force
of early habits is something remarkable.
Suppose with growing manhood there
comes & restless desire to break away from
the restraint and requirement of earlier
years! Leave the children to God; if you
have been faithful, he will surely be, and
in ‘‘shewing wmercy unto thousands of
them who love him and keep ‘his com-
mandments,” he will not forget to guard
the children of his children who have re-
membered the Sabbath-day to keep it
holy. Ten to one thuse who have asserted
their independence for a while by neglect-
ing the duties of the Sabbath will drift
back into the safe old habits of ¢hildhod
again.—Free Charch Muonthly. .

KIND WORDS.

What silence we keep, yeur after yeer,

With those whoare most near to us and dear!

We live beside each other day by day,

And speak of myriad things, but seldom say

Ihe full, sweet word that lies just in our
reach '

Beneath the commonpluce of common speech.

Tlien out of sight and aut of rench they go—
These olose, familiarfiiends who loved usso;
And sitting in the shadow they have left,
Alone with loneliness, and sore bereft,
We think with vain regret of some kit word
That once ,we might huve said, anl they
have heard.
. —8el,

" The Common Council of the city of
Hamburg has declined to present to the
Roiman Catholic order of ‘ Gray Nuns”
the.gift of & plot of land. for an hospital.
The refusal is grounded upon the charge
that the.huspital would become the centre

"of proselyting influence, - h
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WAIT TILL YOU WANT IT.

*“T'm gore troubled.” said Mrs. Nelson
to her kind neighbox Mrs. Garston, *‘I'm
sore troubled. I'm afraid that all thoso
lung years that I've been thinking myself
a Christian, I've only been deceiving my-
gelf and others, and that T don’t really
belong to the Loxd at all.”

s And why so 7" asked Mrs. Garston,
who had no doubt in her mind on the sub-
ject; but who was too wise a woman to
answer a matter before she heard it.

“Well, I'll tell you,” said Mrs. Nelson;
“one of the children got a Book of
Martyrs as a prize at school; and I've been
reading it, and how they all bore death so
bravely for the sake of Him who had died
for them, and had washed away all their
sins in his precious blood. Such horrible
tortures, tov, as some of them went thro’
—it wade my very heart sick to read of
them; and I feel that if it was to come to
me, I should never have courage to bear
it; and oh, to think of denying my blessed
Lord! 1 don’t think I can belong to him
at all, or I shouldn’t be so afraid of dying
a martyr’s death.”

“But are you likely to die a martyr's
death (”

¢ 1'm sure I don't know; one never can
tell what may happen,  But, besides, 1
of*en shrink from the thought of death of
any kind, for fear that when it comes to
the time, 1 shall not have strength to cling
fast to Jesus.”

¢ But you are not dying now, are you?”

Ohno! Thank God, I'm strong and
well. and able to do all 1 have got to do.”

“Phen if you're not dying, what do you
want with dymg strength ¢

Mrs. Nelson did, not -seem quite to
wnderstand her friend; so Mrs. Garston
went on.

¢ What I mean is this, God’s promise is,
* As thy days, so shall thy strength be.’
This means, that whatever strength we
need to fit us for the day’s work, or the
day’s duties, or the,day’s trials, when the
day comes God will give it us. The
strength will always match our need of it,
when the day comes, but not before. God
is giving you strength for active life now;
strength to mind your husband, and chil-
dren and house, and to do your day's work,

day by day. You always find him true to_

his promise, don't you?”
* I do indeed; but if I should get suc-
denly ill, and were dying?”

¢ Then you may hope that God would
send you strength for it, just as he sends
you strength for life and health now.”

‘¢ Even if I had to die a martyr's death?”
said the poor woman doubtfully,

* Why not? If you are the Lord’s own
blood-bought child, you have a xight to
claim his promise, + Wait till you want
dying strength, and then dying strength
will be given you. He never cngages to
give us a store in hand of anythingof this
kind; at least, I donot think that he does;
but: his promises ave like a cheque on the
bank. For instance, this is the promise,
*My God shall supply all your need ac-
cording to his riches in glory by Christ
Jesus.”  Whatever our need way be,
whether it’s for soul ox body, for life or
death, whether it's for food, or clothes, or
patience; no matter, God has plenty of it
laid up in ¢his riches in glory;’ andif,
in humble, believing prayer, we remind
him of that promise, we have no business
to doubt his giving us what we need, and
as much as we need, when we need it
Shouldn’t you think it very strange of
your children if they wouldn't believe
that you would give them their dinner to-
morrow, unless you let them have it to-day
to keep? Wouldn't you tell them that,
day by day, you always had their dinner
ready for them; and that, when to-morrow
comes, to-morrow’s dinner will come too,
And, so with God, there is nothing we can
ever 1eally need, either for soul or body,
that he has not got, and that he will not
willingly give us when the time comes;
and, till then, it is in better keeping than
our own, It isanold trick of Satan’s, and
a cunning one too, to trouble God's people
by first leading them to think over-dread-
ful trials that have happened to other
people; and them, because they feelas
you do about dying, tempting them to féar
chat they haven't strength to go through
them, and so causing them to doubt if
they can belong tothe Lord. I had a
loving lessun about-that myself, long ago,
which I've never forgot.”

*Then may be you'll tell it to me; Tdo
want to trust the Lord for all that may
befall me.”

‘It was many years ago,” said Mrs.
Garston, “ that I first began to know the
Lord a3 my own Saviour; and I was so
happy then that my heart seemed to be
singing all the day long. But, one night,
the thought came to me, * Your religion is
all very well row you are strong and well;
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: \
but how will it be when you come to die?” ! other or suffering, let us simply say, * Get

1 remember still the cold feeling that crept
over me, and the kind of horror with
which I thought of death. I didn't know
what to do; butat last I told a friend who
had often helped md before. He said it
was & temptation of Satan’s, and added
what I said to you, ¢ Wait till you're dy-
ing, and then dying strength will be given
you. God’s promise is, *As thy days, so
shall thy strength be.’ :

¢ Not long afterwards, I gotill with sore
throat, and one night it became suddenly
much worse. I was alone, and too ill to
get up and call any one; I could hardly
breathe; a heavy stupor was coming over
me; 1 believed that 1 was dying, and that
if I fell asleep I should never wuke again.”

“ And were you not dreadfully fright-
ened ¢ :

*¢ No, not a bit, for my God was true to
his promise. I needed dying strength, so
dying strength was given to me. Ihadn’t
a fear, nora doubt, nor an.anxious thought;
it didn't even seem lonely to be dying
there by myself, for Jesus was so near,
that I wanted no one else.”

¢* But you recovered ?”

“Yes, when I was almost gone, the
absecess in my throat broke, and I got re-
lief; and when the doctor came in the
morning, all danger was over. Butl can-
not tell you how often I have thanked
God for my having passed through that
night; the thought of how graciously he
helped the then, has so often encouraged
me to trust him for the future,
‘think of troubles and trials which may lie
before me, and which I feel I have not
strength to bear, 1 just say to myself,
* Wait till you wantit; as thy days, so
shall thy strength be.’”

¢“ But if a trouble should come sudden-
ly—all in a ~10oment ?”

‘*Then why sheuld not strength come
suddenly too* Nothing can take God by
surprise, and his store-house is never
empty, It is not by looking at our own
hearts, or by watching our own feelings,
that we get faith and strength and coor-
age; but by looking to the Lord and his
promises. If only we trusted him asa
little child trusts his mother, how much
more peaceful and happy we should be;
for surely if he takes thought for us, that
ought to satisfy us, and to drive anxious
cares away. And when Satan tempts us
to perplex ourselves as to whether we
could endure a martyr’s death, or any

1

When I,

thee bohind me, Satan; it is written, As
thy days, so shall thy strength be."”—
Tract.

BISHOP TAYLOR’S STEAMER.

The African Times gives the following
account of this noew steamer:—* The
Bishop William Taylor’s Missionary So-
ciety of New York has contiacted with
Mxr. Richard Swmith, ship-builder, Preston
& Lytham, for a specially ciustructed
light-draught steamer to navigate the in-
land rivors and lakes in Central Africa,
which .will enable them to visit, by water,
their missionary stations lying far apart.
The length of the steamor is ninety feet,
beam sixteen feet, depth five feet; it is
built entirely of steel and galvanized
throughout, and a great speed will be at-
tained. Accommodation is provided for,
on deck, in two saloons sixteen feet long
and eight feet broad each. The hold is
arranged for carrying cargo. She is fitied:
up with the electric light, one arc lamp
for the mast-head and ten incandescent
lamps for the saloons, There iz to be
fitted up on deck a steam saw for cutting
up the fire-wood gathered from the.forests
along their journey for fuel. The boat is
to be built in pieces and pacled in parcels
not exceeding 66 lbs, cach, shipped Ly
steamer from Liverpool to the Cpugo,
there discharge into barges and taken a.
distance of eighty miles up the river, then

-carried on the heads of natives some 230 °

miles up to Stanley.Pool. The total
weight to be carried in this manner is.
sixty-five tons, Ou arriving at Stanley
Puol the but is to be fitted together by
competent men, under whose direction the-
conveyance of the boat is entrusted, and.
when all is cowpleted, this boat, with all
the appliances of modein steamships, and
with the -electric light illumining the
shores, will be able to navigate sowe:
5,000, miles of the interior of Africa on
rivers and lakes. This is the first steamer-
of its size sent out.”

The cost price of liguor manufactured
in the country each year is cstimated at
£300,00,000. 1t sells at retail for §700,-
000,000. This is an enovrmous profit,both
for the manufacturers and the retailers;.
and great waste for some other classes,—
Philadelphia Pres. :



212

THE MARITIME PRESBYTERIAN.

ASSEMBLY NOTES.
THE LONG JOURNEY.

It was o long, long ride, of more than
tico thorsand two hundred miles, that car-
ried the members of the General Assembly
fr. m the Maritime Provinces to Winnipeg.
Far as it was they were then only half
way across our church, for there they met
delegates from British Columbin, who had
come well nigh two thousand miles from
an opposite direction. Whatever may be
thought of the purity of our church or the
strength of her stakes there can le no
(question as to the length of her cords.

WINNIPEG HOSPITALITY.

Great as was the distance travelled by
most of the members, all of them must
have felt that the heartiness of their re-
coption and the kindness of the treatment
received from the good people of Winni-
peg was well worth even alonger journey.
It is no disparagement to other places
where Assemblies have met, to say, that
never was a Genoral Assembly of the
Presbyterian Church, received with such
boundless, one might almost say, exces-
sive, hospitality, as was the one that met
recently in the praivie city of the far
West, Itseemed asif the difterent classes,
ages, denominations, and sexes, in every
capacity, public and private, tried to out-
vie the other, in loading with their boun-
ties the members of the General Assembly.
Most delightful are the memories that
have beon carried to every quarter of the
Dominion of the mecting of the General
Assembly of 1887 in Winnepeg.

THE WORK OF THE ASSEMBLY.

The sittings of the Assembly were con-

tinued for more thana week, closing at
noon on Friday, June 17th. The morning
and afternoon sessions were devoted more
cspecially to business, while the evening
meetings were of a more popular charac-
ter. 1 have spoken of the boundless hos-
pitality of the people of Winnipeg. Equal-
ly marked was their interest in the work
of the Assembly and their attendance at
the evening meetings. The spirit and
tone that characterized all the proceedings
was most excellent.  As was said by the
moderator in closing: *‘she wheels moved
without {riction, and it seemed as though
¢ the spirit was in the wheels.””

OPENING OF ASSEMBLY.
The Assembly was opened on the even-

ing of Thursday, June 9th, by a sermon
on Zephaniah 3: 16, *“In that day it shall
be said to Jorusalem, fear thou wot, and
to Zion, let not thy hands be slack,” from
Rev. J. K. Smith, D.D., the retiring
moderator. The discourse was an eamest
presentation of some of the reasons why
Christians and the Church of God should
not fear nor be slack in the great work
before them. After roll call, Dr. Burns
of Halifax, was unanimously chosen mod-
erator, and addressed the cowrt on the
progress of the past and good prospects
tor the future.

FRIDAY, JUNE 101H.

The forenoon sederant was occupied in
devotional exercises and in the arrange-
ment of the order of business for the en-
suing sessions,

Inthe afternoon there were two sub-
jects bofore the house. The first was a
communication from the Provincial Synod
of the Church of England regarding union
between the diffirent evangelical bodies.
This was very heartily received, and a
committeo was appointed to confer with
any similar cominittees which may be ap-
puinted by other branches of the Church
of Christin Canada. Whatever the futwre
may bring forth in the way of vutward
union in the church, there can be no
deubt that she is making progress in keep-
ing ‘“the unity of the Spirit in the bond
of peace.” .

The Report of the Hymnal Committee
was'the second subject of this afternoon.
There was a lively discussion —the con-
servative psalurists and the supposed more
progressive hymnmists of all shades of
op-nion earnest]y supporting each his fav-
orite view with regard to the best way to-
improve the service of praise.  During the-
year there have been sold about 20,000
copies each of the ‘Church Hymnal and
the S. S. Hymnal. The present: contract
runs for five years, so that there will not
likely be any change during that time,
but the committee are seeking from year
to year to perfect such arrangements as.
will enable them to give the best edition
|-ossible at that time.

FRENCH EVANGELIZATION

was the subject for this evening. The
Report was presented by Principal Me-
Vicar, Thoe work is carried on chiefly n
three ways, by colportage, mission schools,
and preaching.  Bighteen colporteurs
were employed the past year. ’J:;he total
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distribution was 3,355 copies of Scriptures,
26,000 French tracts and pamphlets.
There are 29 schools with 34 teachers and
905 pupils, being double the number of
four years ago, and an incrcase of four
schools and 101 pupils during the past
year. 200 of the pupils are the children
of Roman Catholic parents, while most of
the remainder are the children of Protes-
tant converts. The schools are doing a
valuable work, quiet, it may be, but sure.
They are giving to the country a clasy of
educated men and women who, in many
cases, become in their turn teachers and
missionaries to their people. At vne
schuol, Point au Trembles, 8 pupils pro-
fessed their faith in Christ during the last
term, of whom 12 were Roman Catholics
when they entered.  Father Chiniquy ad-
dressed the Assembly with all his old-time
earnestness and fire, although he carries
the burden of eight and seventy yecars.

SATURDAY, JUNE 11TH.

The forenvon was devoted to receiving
and considering the reports of the different
Colleges, at Halifax, Quebec, Montreal,
Kingston, Toronto, and Manitoka. The
progress has been good in all these insti-
tutions..

VISIT TO KILDONAN.,

Kildonan, five or six miles down the
Red River from Winnipeg, was the foun-
tain head of civilization and Christianity
in the North West. Here settled the first
company of Scotchmen brought to this
country by Lord Selkirk, and well they
held fast to the church of their forefatlers.
For forty years there was no Presbyterian
minister with them, and yet they would
not fall in with the church of England
which had supplied them with service.
At length their hearts wete made glad by
the arrival of Mr. Black, the pioneer imis-
sionary tu the No,tlr West, who came to
Kildonan in 1851, In a steamer kindly
provided, the Assembly, with a numbey
of the good people of Winnipeg, had a
pleasant run down the Red River on Sat-
urday afternoon. First, there was a
memorial service held in the.church, which
was deeply touching and interesting.
Afterwards all were treated to a bountiful
luncheon in a beautiful grove on the
binks of the river just Lelow the town,
and returned to Winnipeg in the evening
to a conversazione in Manitoba College,
where, again with lavish kindness thei
way was strewn. .

SABBATH
was an interesting, instructive, and pro-
fitable duy. The pulpits of the evangeli-
cal churches in the city and neighborhood..
were supplied by members of Asseinbly.
Mr. P. McLeod of Torento, preached in
Knox Church, by appointment of Assemb-
ly, in the mornmg, and Mr, Mowatt of
Fredericton, iun the evening, Mr, John
Stewart of Glasgow, Scotland, Free Churchs
delegate to our General Assembly, preach-
od in St. Andrew’s Church in the morning,.
and Principal McViear in the evening.
MONDAY, JUNE 131H.

The report on the Minister’s, Widow's,.
and Orphan’s Fund, Eastern Section, was
presented by Mr. T. Secdgewicke. Tho
receipts during the past year were §4,-
880.¢5. Ixpenditure $3,422.03. The
Capital Fund now amounts to about $70, -
000. The present list of annuitants is 19,

The report of the W, &O. Fund in con-
nectien with the Church of Scotland, was-
submitted, and was in a most satisfactory
condition.

The W. & O. Fund, Western Section,
shewed receipts for the year, $29,850.51.
Balance on hand §4,668.86. The Capital
Fund amounts to $112,695.96.

The Report of the Aged and Infirm
Minister’s Fund, Eastern, shewed the
¥und in gouod condition, the receipts fir
the yenr exceeding the expenditure. The
Capital Fund is about $27,000. There
were ten annuitants receiving aid from the
Fund during the year.

Dr. Middiéi.ass submitted the Report
of the A. & I. Fund for the Western
Section. There are 50 annuitants on the
Fund. The veceipts for the year were
slightly in cxcess of the expenditure.

The next mecting of Assembly was ap-
pointed to Le held in Halifax on tho
secend Wednesday of June, 1888.

Rev. R. K. Warden presented the Re-
port of the Committee on the Record.
Lhe circulaticn is alout 37,0€0. The
Committee had agreed to appropriate
$1,000, the protits of the Record since
1880. to the Aged and Infirm Minister’s
Fuund. .

The subject for this evening was the
report of the Home Mission Committee.
Rev. P. M. Morrison presented the re-
puort for the Eastein Section. During the
past year there have been in the employ
of the Committee about a dozen ministers, .

(Continaed en page £16.)
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SABBATH-KEEPING IN BURMAH,

The churches on the foreign mission
fields often seem to have a clearer idea of
the teachings of the Scriptures than the
churches at home. It has been remarked
that many of the members in the churches
in the United States could not gain ad-
mission to the Karen Baptist churches in
Burniah, Certainly the incident which
follows could not have occurred in any
town in Awmerica and in very fow in Eug-
land. A traveller iy Burmmah writes;—

“In a few stations near Prome, the
people were almost all Baptists, and such
good ones that they will on no account
work on the Sabbath., Only a short time
ago, his brother aud the superintendent of
the telegraph department were travelling,
and they came to one of these Christian
villages. It was Sunday, and they wanted
much to cross the river, and go on tosome
other place. They asked the boatman to
taks them over; but not one would con-
sent te do so, all saying they ceuld not
work on the Sabbath. Seeing that it was
of no use asking for a boat, they request-
ed that an elephant or a cart should: be
given them. The men, however, were
not to be moved; said no,.their beasts also
must have rest on the Sabbath. The two
travellers consequently had to stay where
they were till the next day. I hope they
learned a lesson from that, and told the
adventure to all they afterwards wmet.
What an example these Burmnans are to
European Christians! "—Iil. Miss. News.

SEVERITY OF LOVE,

The Christian Advocate being asked
¢ What shall be done with an intelligent,
generous man vho says he wishes to be a
Christian and furnishes the fruits of con-
version, but yet occasionally gots drunk
and disgraces himself and the church,”
thus replies:

* He should be sympathized with ina
manly but not in a maudlin way; made to
fecl the sin of his course, and not to re-
gard himself as mercly unfortunate. If
he repents of his sin, let him humble him-
selt befure the church, and if a cousider-
able interval of time elapse before another
outlreak, let him be Lorne with; but if
he will not hunible himself, and these oc-
cuarrences become frequent, he must be
eschewed from the church, *‘No drunk-
ard shall inherit the kingdom of God,”

A man who gets drunk once is not neces-
sarily & drunkard; he is a sinner, and has.
sinned and needs to repent. Butif he is.
in the habit of getting drunk, he isa
drunkard, und unfit to belong to the
Church on earth, because guilty of a crims
that will exclude hini from the kingdom
of grace and glory. Many of thess men
are coddled, and the first instance of a
man inclinea to drink who has been saved
by beiug coddled, has yet to cowne to our
knowledge. If you cannot awake man-
hood, you cannot save him, Teach a man
inclined to drink that he is weak and can’t
help it, and he will never reform. If he
has the germs of Christianity in him,
teach him that he is guilty, and that God’s
grace can save him;, and nothing else can,
and he will secure enough to save him. A
man of this sort in a church of which we
know, had gone on-getting drunk four or
five times & year, then crying about it
afterward, and everybody sywpathizing
with him and putting him forward in the
meetings just as if he had not doneit,
until a certain pastor came who put him
under discipline for that. He was greatly
astonished, and when forbidden to come
to the holy communion in the public con-
gregation, was greatly grieved. But being
treated with firmness, mingled with kind-
ness, he made a thorough reformation,
thanked his pastor, and said that if he had
not been indulged.he would have reformed
years before, and his whole life would have
been different.”

A farmer, whose cribs were full of corn,
was accustomed to pray that the wants of
the needy might be supplied. But, when
any one in needy circumstances asked for
a little of his corn, he said he had none to
spare. One day, after hearing his father
pray for the poor and needy, his little son
said to him, ¢ Father, I wish I had your
corn.” **Why, my son, what would you
do with it ?” asked the father. The child
replied, ‘I would answer your prayers.””

Dr. Croshy, in a high license meeting,
asked:—** If a tiger were luose in the
streets of New York, would it not be bet-
ter to try tu confine him to certain streets,
rather than leave him to roamall over the
city?” From the gallery camea response.
“ Shoot the tiger.” The gallery had the
best of that, and the illustration is a good
vne in favor of prehibition.
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DON'T MEDDLE WITH GOD'S
PLANS.

Many men wreck their lives by deter-
minedly carrying out their own plans
without reference to the plans of God. In
an army overy pat, every brigade and
regiment must wait the commander's
orders.  If any battalion moves indepen-
dently, though ever so hervically, it not
only confuses the whole plan of Lattie,
but brings disaster to itself, as well, in the
end.  Su each individual must always wait
_ for God’s command to move. Keep your

eye on the pillar of cloud and fire that
.leads. Rest when the pillar rests; move

when it moves, Never lag behind, but
be sure you never run ahead. You can
make the clock strike before the hour by
Pputting your own hands to it, but it will
strike wrong.  You can hurry the unfold-
ing of God’s providence, but you will only
mar the divine plan unless you wait for
him.

You can tear the rose-bud open hefore
the time when it would natually open,
but you destroy the beauty of the rose.
Fo we spoil many a gift or blessing which
‘God is preparing for us by our own eager
haste. He would weave all our lives into
patters of loveliness. He has a perfect
plan for each. 1t is ouly when we refuse
to work according to his plan that we mai
the web. Stop meddling with the threads
of your life as they come from the Lord’s
hands. Every time you interfere you
make a flaw. Keep your hands off and
let God weave as he pleases. Do you
think you know better than he does what.
your life ought to be ?

THE LONGEST LIFE SHORT.

Says Dr. Taylor in ** Joseph as Prime
Minister:—¢* Young man, do not leave it
to a future day, but d> it now. Man of
middle-age, you have a vivid sense of the
rapidity with which your years have gone,
but they will go just as rapidly in the
future as in the past. Man of old age,
you have to make haste--you have no
timne to lose.

** The ancient law said concerning the
sale of an estate, ‘according to the num-
ber of the years thou shalt diminish the
price;’ the nearerthey were to the Jubilee
year-the cheaper they were to sell thei
land. So the nearer you come to the end
of your days, you ought to hold earthly

things more loosely and prizo heavenly
things move highly, When your business
day is drawing to a close, you hasten to
conclude your work,despatching sometimes
in an hour more than in all the day that
went bofore.

““When Napoleon went on the field of
Marengo it was late in the afternoon, and
he saw that the battle was really lost, but
looking at the Western sun ho snid: “There,
is just time to vecovor the day!’ and giv-
ing out his orders with rapid and charac-
teristic energy, he turned defeat into vie-
tory.  So, although your sun is near to
setting, there is time to reccver the day.
Avail yourself of the eventide, lest your
life end in eternal failure.”—3Sel.

DAILY DIRECTORY.

The following * Directory,” taken from
the wanuscript of Gen, Sir Wm. Waller,
so distinguished in the days of Cromwell,
is well worth preservation, He writes:~-

Every day is a little life, in the account
whereof we may reckon ~ur birth fromthe
womb of the morning, our growing-time
from thence till poon, when we are as the
sun in his strength, after which, like a

. shadow that declineth, we hasten to the

evening of our day, till at last we close
our eyes in sleep, the image of death; and

our whole life is but this tale of a day told’

over and over aguin,

I should therefore so spend every day
as if it were all the life I had to live; and
in pursuance of tlfis end, and of the vow
1 have made to walk with God in a closer
communion than I have formerly done, 1

| would endeavor by His grace to observe

in the course of my remaining space, or

rather inch, of life thiy daily directory:—

To awake with God as ealy as I can,
and consecrate the first-fruits of my
thoughts unto Him by prayer and medita-
tion and by renewed acts of faith and re-
pentance, that so God may ever awake for
me and make the habitation of my right-
eousness prosperous. To this end I would
make it my care to lie down the night be-
fore in tha peace of God, who hath pro-
mised that His conimandment shall keep
me when I sleep, and talk with me when
[ awake; otherwise it may be justly feared
that the corruptions that bid me last good
night will be ready to give me first good
morning.
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( Continned from page 216.)
supplying in turn the vacancies in the
Synod; thirteen ordained missionaries,
supplying groups of mission stations, and
thirty-five student catechists during the
summer months in other parts of the
Home Mission Field. The receipts for
the year were $5,689.76. Expenditure,
$5,288.84. Next year $1500 more will be
required.

Mr. Edwin Smith submitted the Report
on Augmentation, Eastern Sectivn. Out
of 178 congregations in the Maritime
Synod, 132 paid in full the amount asked
of them; 33 paid partially, and only 13,
of which 7 were vacant charges, failed to
contribute.  The whole recipts were
$88,566; the expenditure about $8,000.

Rev. Dr. Cochrane submitted the Re-
port on Home Missions and Augmentaticn
in the Westorn Section.  The receipts for
the year were $76,000; the expenditure,
$33,000, shewing the great work done,
especially in the vast North West.

After the reception of the reports the
Assembly was addressed by Rev. John
Stowart, delegate from the Free Church
of Scotlané. .

TUESDAY, JUNE 14TH,
was occupied chiefly with devising the
best ways and ineans for carrying on work
in Manitoba and the North West Teri-
tories, and the appuintinent of standing
committees on the different schemes of
the church for the coming year.

Tuesday evening was devoted to the
Report on Foreign Missions. Addresses
were given by three wissionaries who
were present who labor among the Indians
in the North West, viz.: Revs. James
Fleck, Jolm McKay, and Hugh McKa;.
In the veins of the twe former runs an
cqual admixture of Scoieh and Indian
Llood. The evening was a thoroughly
enjoyalle and interesting one. Of the
substance of the Report we shall have
more to say hereafter.

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 15TH.

The forenoon session was chiefly occu-
pied in the appointment of the standing
committees on the different schemes of the
church, and in the afternoon one impor-
tant item of business was the consideration
and adoption of rules and regulations for
the management of the Aged Minister's
Fund, East and West.

Considerable time was also given to the
question of reduced representation ir the

Assembly, as also to the question of a
certain course of studies .for intending
medical missionaries.

THURSDAY, JUNE 16TH.

The returns of Presbyteries to the re-
wit of last Assembly regarding marriage
with a deceased wife’s sister, aunt or niece,
was taken up, and the Asscmbly, after
full discussion, resolved, that in the mean-
time discipline be not exercised for such
marriage, and that the proposal to strike
out from the confession the clause forbid-
ding it, be sent down to Presbyteries in
terms of the barrier act.

Some time was occupied in considering
the report of the committee on the recep-
tion of ministers from othier churches as
also that on the retirement of Aged
Ministers.

Not the least interesting and important
of the subjects before Assembly was the
““State of Religion,” Temperance, and
Sabbath-schools; all of which were spuken
to earnestly and well, and to the subject
matter and facts of which we hope to 1e-
turn from time to time more fully. A
number of otheritems of lesser importance
were disposed of, and the Assembly ad-
journed at noon on Friday, strengthened
and encouraged to go fornard to the work

" of another year.

A PURE HEART MAKES PURE
SPEECH.

The true way to make pure and whole-
some our own share in the ceascless tide «f
words whick is forever flowing around us is
io strive to make pure and wholesome the
heart within, ** Keep thy heart,” says the
wise man, ‘‘keep thy heart wich all dili-
sence, for out of it are the issues of life.”

f once our hearts have heen trained to care
very deeply for what is best and purest in
.ife. for wiuat is heantiful and true in thonght,
our heartiest mirth, cur freest jest, or hasty
worgs, will not be thuse of men and women
who are indiffereyt, who care nothing for
noble living, nothing for a Christian life,
nothing for a Chrirtian spirit.

There are three things which the true
Christian desires with respect to sin:—
justification, that it may not condemn;
sanctification, that it may not reign; and
gloritication, that it may not be.—ecil.

I have seen many dying beds, but never
have | seen one which seemed to me tobe
a proper place in which to make prepara-
tivn for eternity.— Albert Barnes.
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THE SANDWICH ISLANDS.

Statistics of Christian work accomplished
in the Sandwich Islands have been here-
tofore given in various places, but the fol-
lowing facts brought together by Rev.Mr.
Forbes, Secretary of the Hawaiian Evan-
gelical Association, will be of interest:
The first Hawaiian pastor was ordained in
1849. Since that time ninety-five Hawa-
itans have been ordained, of whom thirty-
eight are at present pastors in the home
fleld, and nine are in foreign service, mak-
ing forty-seven native Hawaiians who are
now either pastors or missionaries in ac-
tive service. Since 1852, when the first
Hawalians went to Micronesia in company
with Messrs. Snow, Gulick, and Sturges,
not less than seventy-five Sandwich Is-
landers have gone as Foreign Missionaries,
thirty-nine of them males, and thirty-six
females. The total sum contributed at
the Island for Foreign Missions has been
$170,149.44. Of this amount $133,015.86
was contributed by native Hawaiian
churches, the remainder by foreign
churches and individuals at the islands.
The contributions of the Hawaiian church-
es for all purposes from the beginning, so
far as can be ascertained, amount to $818,-
270.35. This record should awaken our
gratitude and stimulate our faith,—Mis-
sionary Herald.

Christianity is not dogmatic, but histor- -
ical; not speculation, but action; not
command and condemnation, but.ipvita-
tion and promise; not qrganization ‘but
spiritual life. The word Christianity is
not in the Bible; but Christ, the Redeem-
er is on every page of the New Testamerit,
and his reign is the theme of the whole’
Bible.—S. Harris.

If sorrow could-ever enter heaven, if a
sigh could be heard there, or if a tear
could roll down the cheek of a saint in
light, it would be for lost opportunities,
for time spent in neglect of God and duty,
which might have been spent for the di-
vine glory.—Payson.

Zeal without knowledge is like haste to
a man who is walking in the dark.—Joha
Newton.

The more we see the word of Christ
fulfilled, the more confirmed we should be
in the truth of it.

CHARLES LAMB ON TEMPERANCE

The waters have gone over me; but out
of its black depths, could I be heard, I
would call out to all those who have set a
fuot in the perilous flood. Could the
youth to whom the flavor of the first wine
is delicious as the opening scenes of life,
or the entering upon some newly-discov-
ered paradise, look intd my desolution,and
be made to understand what a dreary thing
it is when he shall feel himself going dow
a precipice with open eyes and a passive
will; to see his. destruction and have no
power to stop it, and yet feel it all the way
emanating from himself; to feel that all
the virtue has left him, and yet not be
able to forget the time when it was other-
wise; to hear about the piteous spectacle
of his own ruin; could he see my fevered
eyes, feverish with last night's drinking,
and feverish-looking for to-night's repeti-
tion of the folly; could he but feel the
body of the death out of which I ery hourly
to be delivered—it were enough to make
him dash the sparkling beverage to the
earth in all the pride of its mantling temp-
tation.

WHAT IS INSIDE ?

Men talk what is in them. If their
minds are full of business and politics,
their words will show it; if they are oe-
cupied with froth and vanity, with fashion
and folly, the words they say will give
evidence of it. A man cannot shake off
himself; and his words contain the very
essential elements of his existence. The
man who has nothing to say for the Lord,
knows little about the Lord. **Out of

{the abundance of the heart the mouth
‘speaketh.”

He who would speak for God
must be filled with divine thoughts. “Let -
the word of Christ dwell in you richly
with all wisdom.” That Word shall make
you wise unto salvation through faith, and
from its fullness you shall pour forth
blessing to others, as you proclaim the
wonderful works of God.

Dr. Northup, a Probibitionist, wwas
wmurdered at Haverhill, Scioto county,
Ohio, last week, by a family of rumsellers.
He was deliberately slain for his efforts
against the saloons.

No'cloud can overshadow the Christian
but his faith will see a rainbow on it.—
Bp. Hopkins.
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HINDRANCES TO EVANGILISTIC |

LABOR IN NORTH CHINA.
BY REV. HUNTER CORBEIT, D. D.

Ancestral worship, bondige to one an-
other’s opinions, and other hindrances,
meet us daly. Cheistianity developes in-
dependencze of thought and action, which
are not found among the heathen. Every
one fears the vile and Dbitter language of
his neighbor.  Whoever embraces Chris-
tianity cannot es2apd censure an 1 reproach
frum the heathen, whose to.agues are pois
onous wrrows. But the chief hindrances
to vur work in the homes of the poor in
the North, and, to & large extent, all over
China, are the poverty of the people and
the degradation of the women. In China
millions toil incessantly to earn a scanty
livelihood. Many waste their time in
idleness or dissipation. A few are pos-
sessed of “wealth, but they are so full of
pride and selffimportance that they treat
with minzgled feelings of contempt and
indifference every effort to preach to them
‘“repentuice towards God, and faith to-
wards our Lord Jesus Christ,”

Everywhere are met miserable opium-
smokers, bearing on their saddened and
emaciated countenances marks of a linger-
ing but certain death. The families of
such are impoverished and neglected.

China has vast natural resources, but
the intense conservatism and superstition
of men in power is such that rich mines
are practically undeveloped, and manufac-
turing interests, for the most part, ne-
glected. One result is that China’s vast
population cannot be supported in comfort,

Industry is so cramped that millions who

are anxivus and able to work cannot se:
. cure remunerative employment. The
crushing poverty that abounds cannot be
fully understood by those who have never
lived among the people. In some parts of
China stronz men work the entire year for
wages varying from one to five pounds.
Carpenters, weavers, and other craftsmen
are considered fortunate if they can clear
twelve shillings per month. It is not sur-

large families once living in cowfort are
reduced to penury.

. In the North, especially when winter
approaches, great numbers fluck to the
cities, hoping to find some means of ward-
ing off starvation. ‘Daily, wretched-look-
ing, raggel men, women, and children, in.
i great numbers, may be seen shivering with
cold, hastening from place to place; beg-
ging for food and picking up emders-and
scraps of whatever can be burned or eaten.
It is painful Lo see the withering skeleton
of an infant, on the arms-of a hungry and
almost naked mother, crying for food. At
night, hundreds of these poor people, suf-
fering the pangs of hunger and cold, hav-
ing no homes, crowd into little huts or
sheds, or under the arches of the city wall,.
and sleep with no covering but a little
straw or scawced, which they may have
been able to gather. In early morning,
from these dens of filthand darkness these
people issue forth to find, if pussible, some
means of prolonging a life of hunger, cold,
and often of vice. Language utterly fails
to express the abject poverty of thousaunds
and tens of thousands. It seems almost
incredille how beings bearing the image
of God can become so wretched. There
are no poor laws, no poor tax, no work-
houses, no asylums, no hospitals, and no
provision for feeble old age or helpless in-
fancy. The blind of both sexes grope
their way aleng the streets begging frem
door to door.  Those who have, daily give
sumething to the repeated cries of dis-
tress; blt” what is this among so many!
There is no systematic effort to alleviate
suffering, to raise the fallen, toreclaim the
vicious, to heal the sick and clothe the
naked. No voluntary agents devote them-
selves to supplying the wants of others.
The life-long and daily burden of vast.
numbers is, ** What shzll we eal ¢ or what
shall we drink ? or wherewithal shall we
be clothed ¢ When such are expected to
seek first the kagdom of God and His
righteousness, the guestion is constantly
i asked, How is it possible for people, who.
are compelled to work every day or

prising that men utterly unable to secure | starve, to keep the Sabbath ?

the simplest necessities of life for them-
sclves and families lose heart, and over-
come by mental distress, are not unfre-
quently driven to sell their children, or
evea take their own lives, Owing to re-

Another great hindrance to the spread
of the Gespel is the degradation and ig-
: norance of the female sex Women are
. regarded practically as property of the

] .
“men. A man may sell lis wife and

bellions, frequent famines, and other daughter, and the law fails to protect
causes, multitudes have lost all the land them. Polygamy islawful, and of common.
and property which they inherited, and occurrence among the official and wealthy-



THE MARITIME PRESBYTERIAN,~

219 -

«lasses. Jealousy, misery, contention,and
often suicide, follow in its train. Under
such circumstances, the blessings of a
Christian home, where woman is loved
and honored, cannot exist. The fact is
not concealed from the little girl that she
brought no joy to the home. She is con-
stantly made to feel that her lot is one of
servitude.

In China the suffering of women is in-
tensified by the inhuman and alniost uni-
versal custom of foot-binding. The suf-
fering this imposes to a large .extent
crushes out the natural joyfulness of
childhood and youth. It begets the spirit
of fretfulness. It is the fruitful source of
disease which torments through all subse-
quent life. It often leads to the cun-
firmed habit of giving way to violent pas-
sicn, which affects both mind and body.
Sickness and often death are by the people
attributed to excessive anger. The idea
of female education is foreign to the
thoughts of the people. It is difficult for
persous living in England or America to
understand the intense ignorance of those
kept their whole life in the seclusion of a
Chinesec home. Women are found who
have never been out of the gates of their
native city, and probably will not be until
they are carried to their graves.

Ignorance and superstition are closely
allied, and powerfully and reciprocallyact
upon each other. Faith in witches, for-
tune-tellers, Y dreams, fear of evil spirits,
and the ghosts of the dead, fill the mind
with forebodings, and influence the
thoughts and actions of every class,

Idolatrous ceremonies are blended with
‘the actions of every-day life. The wretch-
.edness and spiritual destitution of China’s
vast throng is beyond the powes of words.

The suitableness and power of the Gos-
pel to fallen men there has been verified
in the case of thousands, who are now re-
Jjoicing in all the freedom of the sons and
daughters of God. More than twenty
years ago a man living in the north of
:China heard the Gospel for the first time,
He had been an epium-smoker for twenty-
five years, had squandered his property,
and a speedy death, without a ray of hope,
seemed inevitable. He knew his danger,
but felt powerless. When he heard how
-our Saviour when on earth healed the
ssick, cast out devils, cleansed the lepers,
and raised the dead, hope kindled in his
heart. He resolved to trust in Jesus.
He prayed day and night, as he expressed

it. His prayers were answered. He
never used opium again. He became an
humble and consistent Christian, and for
many years has been a valued helper in
preaching the Gospel to others. When
this man’s sad and cheerless wife saw the
power of the Gospel in the salvation of
her husband, she began to study-and to
pray, and found the Saviour precious to
her soul also. For years she has been a
sunny Christian, and as a Bible-woman
has brought joy and help to other hearts,
—Illus. Miss, News.

THE INFLUENCE OF A NURSE,

The home into which the late Lord
Shaftesbury was born was such as to dis-
courage the growth of true piety. His
father was an able man, and of keenseunse,.
but engrossed in public life; his mother,
daughter of the fourth Duke of Marlbor-
ough, was a fascinating woman, and at-
tached, after a certain manner, to her
children, but teo much occupied with
fashion and pleasure to be very mindful of
their religious training. Occasionally his
father asked him a question from the
Catechism, but for the rest he was left to
grew up in the cold, formal religion of the
time.

But there was in the bousehold a simple-
hearted, loving Christian woman named
Maria Millis, who had been maid to young
Ashley’s mother when at Blenheim.  She
loved this gentle, serious little boy, and
was wont to take him on her knee, and
tell bim stories from the Seriptures.
Throughout his life, it seems to us, can be
traced Lhe effects of these teachings,which,
growing with his growth and strengthen-
ing with his strenath, ripened into a firm
and intelligent but childlike faith. She
taught him the first prayer he ever ut-
tered, and which, even in old age, he found
himself frequently repeating. He pro-
mised Mr. Hodder, before his fatal illness,
to put this prayer into writing, but he was
never able to fulfil this promise.

Lord Lawrence says:—*‘ Christianity,
wherever it has gone, and nowhere more
so than in India, has promoted the dig-
nity of woman, the sanctity of marriage,
and the brotherhood of man. Where it
has not actually converted, it has checked
and controlled; where it has not renewed,
it has refined; and where it has not_sanc:
tified, it has softened and subdued.” .
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THE BIBLE IN THE CLOSET.

We are continually reminded of the neces-
sity of secret prayer. We are taught that
we should bot}\ begin and end euch busy dey
at the Master's feet. We hear many homilies
on the duty of taking everything to God in
prayer. This is all very well. Not a word
too much can be said on the importance of
prayer. We camnot live spiritual lives at
a1l unless we draw the inspiration down from
heaven. Inour lives in this world of evil
and struggle we are like divers working on
Jbourd of u sunken ship beneath the waves of
the sea ; we can maintain our life and con-
tinue our work only by keeping unbroken
.communication with heaven and breathing
heaven's atmosphere, ‘¢ Prayer is the Chris-
tian’s vital breath.” Our souls will die un-
less we pray.

But it is & mistake to suppose that prayer
alone is sufficient to nourish our spiritual
life. Really it is only half of the communion
with God through which we get the refresh-
ing our soulsneed. A heathen convert said :
—*“When Ipray I talk to God; when I
read my Bible GGod talks to me.” Now it is
just as needful to have God talk to us as it
‘is for us to talk to him. Yet we are not
urged half so frequently or half so eurnestly
to read our Bibles, as part of our daily
spiritual feeding, as we are to pray. There
are muny people who rarely ever carry the
Bible with them into their closet. They
-drop on their knees a few moments in the
morning and implore God’s blessing on them
for the day, and then they are up and away,
carrying no word of God in their heart as
they eater the day’s strifes and toils. Really
they have had only half a meal, and are not
prcpm‘cd as they might have been for duty.
They should also have caten some of the
words of God, and then they would have
been truly invigorated and made strong for
their day’s pilgrimage.

In all ordinary cases God gives spiritual
help through his Word. He does not now
talk to men as he talked to Moses on the
mount ; if we would hear what he has to say
to us we must open his Word and read its
})nges for ourselves with listening ear. And

1e really has something to say tous every
time we enter our closet. Perhaps the day
is dark before us and we are going out not
kuowing which way to turn. We cry for
light. What lamp will God put into our
hands unless it be a precept or a promise?
‘Wae shall not carry any light with us out of
our closet if we pray only and do not open
our Bible. The psalmist did not say,
¢ Prayer is & lamp unto my feet and a light
unto m{ path.” Only God’s word can be

L

such a lamp and light.
Or we may be in sorrow, and in our quest.

for comfort we turn away from mocking
human voices and empty earthly comforts
to the closet of prayer. We ask God to
comfort us. Now it is very sweet sometimes
when the sorrow is bitter and the darkness
intense just to lay our heads down upon our
Master’s bosom and say nothing at all, not
even to pray. There is comfort in simply
resting within the everlasting arms. DBut if
we would get real, positive comfort from
God it must come to us from his Word. To
leave the Bible closed while we cry to heaven
for comforting is really to shut our ears to
the angel of consolation when he comes thut
we have asked God to send to us.

In all phases of experience the same is
true. Prayer alone does not fit us for living
sweetly and victoriously. We need the
words of God, tliat we may use them as we
have need. Wa have an illustistion of this
in our Lord's own experience. ~When he
was tempted of the devil he answered every
assault of the adversary with a word of
Scripture. He did not rely on prayer alone.
but in each case drew out an arrow from his
well-filled quiver, and shot it at the enemy.
It will be noticed, too, that he did not take
out his Bible then and there on the field and
look up a text to suit his need; but that he
was so familiar with the words of his Father
that he had but to recall from memory the
particular one he required that moment.
‘This shows us that our Lord had been in the
habit of ueing his Bible in his closet all his
early years. In thesudden temptationsthat
come to each of us every day we need the
same equipment. We need to carry always
a quiver full of arrows from which we may
draw at an instant’s notice. If our closet
devotion consists of prayer only we shall find
ourselves defenceless many a time in the
place of danger. ’

There is another phase of Christian life in
which the same necessity is apparent. A
great artist, when asked how he could paint
such marvellous pictures, replied: *Idream
dreanrs and I see visions, and then I paint
my dreams and my visions.” In our seasons
of retirement with Christ we should catch
glimpses of heavenly beauty which we may
then work outin act and character as we
live among our fellows; we should dream
dreams and see visions in the closet which
we may paint on the canvas of actual life,
that others may behold them. It is only in
the words of GGod that we can see these
visions of heavenly beauty. These words
show us God’s thoughts and God’s, will,
God’s Avishes for us, what he wants us to do
and to be; what he himself is like; what we
are to bein the life that is complete and
full. We need then to look at these divine
words in our silent times, to ponder them
till they open and disclose the fragment of
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“beauty that is in them, and then we can
«come out and liman the beauty in our own
life. God showed Moses on the mount the
patternsof the sacred things he was to make
after he came down. If we study the Scrip-
tures when alone with God in the l\oFy
mount, God will show us in them the pat.
terns of character and disposition and duty
which he wants us to work out for his glory
in our daily common life. The Bible shows
us what we ought to be and to do; prayer
brings. down grace and-strength to enable us
to he obedicnt to these heavenly visions.
So we need always to take the Bible with
. us into the closet. Prayer alone is but half
. true soul-feeding.—Sel.

UNANSWERED PRAYER.

There was an unanswered prayer in our
Lord’s life. In Gethsemane He made the
most earnest supplication that wus ever
‘voiced on this earth, yet the cup was not
taken away as He pleaded that it might be,
But was that prayer ununswered? As we
‘watch the holy Suppliant, and listen to His
ibroken pleadings, we find on each return to
His place of prayer more of submission and
-acquiescence.  Lown into the deep shadows
came an angel to strengthen Him, and when
the Christ came the last time from His sup-

lication, the struggle was over. The prayer

1ad died away into the silence of complete
resignation and trust. There were no mnore
<cryings and tears. Peace was in His heart,
and its radiance shone in His face. He was
ready now to take and drink the cup His
Father had given Him. He went withou
-one tremor nore to endure the cross. Was
sthere no answer to His prayer? Was not the
:strength to meet the awful hour a far better
-answer than the removal of the cup would
.have been ? .

We have another unanswered prayer in
one of St. Paul's experiences. Though he
prayed earnestly and importunately for-its
removal, the *‘thorn” was not taken away.
But, again, was there not an answer far bet-
ter even than he sought? Instead of direct
answer there was this: ‘““My grace is sutfi-
cient for thee.” ¢ Not the removal of the
thorn, but gra:e enough to endure it, and
ithen get a blessing from it. If you are
«corrying a heavy cross, and cry to God to
lift it away, and God says, *No, my child;
you need this cross to save your soul,” and
if He then adds to your strength so that the
weight no longer crushes you, but really be-
«comes like a bird’s wing to you—is your
‘prayer not answered ? Is not grace to carry
ithe burden o far better answer than the tak-
uné away of the burden would have heen ?

v we see that no true prayers are really
unsuswered, God has many kinds of ble.s-

‘ings in His treasury, and he reserves the

right to choosé just in what form He will
give us what we cry to Him for. Muny of
our prayers for earthly tl)in%s He will an-
swer with heavenly things, but surely the
heavenly are better than the earthly.—Rev.
J. R. Miller, D.D.

Tee DI1rFERENCE between the methods
of prosecuting missions at the beginning
of the modern movement and at the pre-
sent time is seen in the list of persons who
set sail from England in the “Duff” in
1796 to carry the Gospel to the South Sen
Islands. According to Rev, Mr, Macfar-
lane, of New Guinea, this missionary
company was constituted as follows: Five
carpenters, two shoemakers, one shop-
kecper, ono tin worker, one surgeon, one
brazier, one cooper, one butcher, one
cotton maunufacturer, one weaver, one
hatter, two bricklayers, one linen-draper,
one cabinet-maker, and with them all only
four ordained missionaries. It seems that
the “Duff” was ordered to put in at
Janeiro to get four pipes of the best wine
for the use of the wissionaries, to be paid
for by a draft upon the treasurer of the
Suciety. The present generation will read
with astonishment of this provision of
wine, and their amazement will indicate
the progress there has been within one
hundred years in the temperance senti-
ment in all parts of the globe. And there
has been progress too in the discovery of
methods for prosecuting missions. In
these modern days, after the experience
of fourscore years, mo missionary society
thinks it necessary to secure the civilizi-
tion of the heathen prior to attempting
their conversion. The way for the preach-
er need not be opened by the artisan.
The Gospel is to be presented tirst. The
best way to civilize men has been found to
be to Christianize themn. — Faithful Witness

In yielding to one temptation, the way
is opened for so many. Nothing will serve
us day by day but a humble trust in Him
who is able to keep us from falling, and
earnest striving to watch as well as pray.
—Short Arrows.

‘What Dr. Arnold said about the class of
young men who professed their sentimen-
tal adiniration of virtue, applies as well to
older persuns: ‘Commend me to those
who not only love God, but who also hate
the .devil.,”
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GOVERNING A BOY.

Get hold of the boy's heart. Yonder
Jocomotive with the thundering train
comes like a whirlwind down the track,
.and a regiment of armed men might seek
to arrest it in vain. It would crush them
and plunge unheeding on. But therve is
a little lever in its mechanism that’at the
pressure of a‘man's hand, will slacken its
speed, and in a moment or two bringit
panting and still, like a whipped spaniel,
at your feet, By the same little lever the
vast steamship is guided hither and yon
on the sea in spite of adverse winds or
current.

That sensitive and soft spot by which a
boy’s life is controlled is his heart. With
your grasp gentle and firm on the helm,
you can pilot him whither you will. Nover
doubt that he has a heart. Bad and wil-
ful boys very often have the tenderest
hearts hidden away somewhere beneath
incrustations of sin, or behind barricades
of pride. Aund it is your business to get
at that heart, keep hold of it by sympathy,
confiding in him, manifestly working only
for his good, by little indirect kindnesses
to his mother or sister, or evew pet dug.
See him at his home, or invite him into
yours. Provide him scwe little pleasure,
set him to do some little services of trust
for you; love him; love him practically.
Any way, rule him through his heart.

. HELPS TO PATIENCE.

A woman whose life had been long and
chequered with many reverses, said lately:
¢ Nothing has given me more courage to
face every day’s duties and troubles, than
a few words spoken to me whenI was a
child by my old father, He was the vil-
Inge doctor. I came into his office where
he was compounding medicine one day,
looking cross and ready to cry.” -

*“\What is the matter, Mary? "

“I'm tired. I've been making beds
and washing dishes all day, and every day,
and what good does it do? To-morrow
the beds will be to make and the dishes to
wash over again.”

“Look, my child ™ he said; ‘“do you
see these little things, of no value in
themselves; but in one I put a deally
poison, in another a sweet perfume, in a
third a healing medicine. Nobody cares
for the vials; it is that which they carry
that kills or cures.  Your daily work, tho

dishes washed or the floor swept are home-
iy things, and count for nothing in them-
selves; but it is the anger or the sweeb
patience or zeal or high thoughts that you
put into them that shall last. These make
your life.”

No strain is harder upon the young than
to he forced to do work which they feel is
beneath their faculties, yet no discipline
is more helpful. ¢ The wise builder,”
says Bolton, ‘‘watches not the bricks
which his journeyman lays but the man-
ner in which he lays them.”

The man who is half-hearted and Jagging
as a private soldier, will be half-hearted
and lagging as a commander. Even in
this world, he who uses his talents rightly
as a servant, is often given the control of-
many cities. *‘They also serve,” -said
John Milton, ** who only stand and wait.”

We should remember, above all, that
the greatest of all men spent thirty years
of His earthly life waiting the appointed
time to fulfil His mission, — Youth’s Com-
panion.

A GOOD EXPERIENCE.

God knows me better than I know my-
self. He knows my gifts and my powers,
my failings and my weaknesses; what I
can do, and cannot do. So I desire to be
led; to follow him, and I am quite sure
that he will thus enable me to do a great
deal more in ways which seem to me al-
most a waste in life, in advancing his
cause, than I could in any other way. I
am sure of that. “Intellectually, I am
weak; in scholarship, wothing; in a thou-
sand things, a baby. He knows this, and
s0 he has led me and greatly blessed e,
who am nobody, to be of some use to my
Church and fellow-men. How kind, how
good, how compassionate art thou, O God!
O my Father, keep me humble! Help me
to have respect toward my fellow-men, to
recognize these several gifts as from thee.
Deliver me from the diabolical sins of
malice, envy, or jealousy, and give me
hearty joy m my brother’s good, in his
work, in his gifts and talents, and may I
be truly glad in his superiority to myself,
if God be glorified. Root out weak van-
ity, all devilish pride, all that is abhorrent
to the mind of Christ. God, hear my
prayer. Grant me the wondrous joy of
hugl}lity, which is seeing thee as all inall,
—Sel.
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BE CAREFUL WHAT YOU SAY.

In speaking of a person’s faults,
Pray, don’t forget your own;

Remember those in houses glass,
Should never throw a stone.

If we have nothing else to do,
But talk of those who sin,

"Tis better we commence at home,
And from that point begin,

We have no right to judge a man, .
Until he's fairly tried;

Should we not like his company,
We know the world is wide.

Some may have faults—and who has not ?
The old as well as young;

We may, perhaps, for aught we know,.
Have fitty to their one.’

T’l tell you of a better plan
And find it works full we‘l;

To try my own defects to cure,
Ere I of others tell;:

And though I sometimes hope to be
No worse than some’I know,

My own short comings bid me let
The faults of others go.

Then let us all, when we commence
To slander friend or foe,
Think of the harm one word may do,
To those we little know;
Remember curses sometimes, like
Our chickens *¢ roost at home; ”
Don’t speak of others’ faults until
We have none-of our own.
~—Christian Observer.

CHOOSE GOOD FRIENDS.

Few things have a more far-reaching
influence on life then the companions and
friends of one's early days. There should
always be the most careful judging of
character before one is admitted into the
. inmer circle of friendship. Cowper's words

may seem to set too high a standard when
he writes: :

¢] would not enter on my list of friends,

Though graced with manners and fine
sense, .

(Yet wanting sensibility), the man !

Who needlessly sets foot upon a worm.” |

But little things are tell-tales of character,
and heartlessness shown even to a worm
tells of heartlessness which may crop out
some time when a worm is not the object.

There is one test in all friendships which
it seoms safe to apply in every case.
Never choose for your friends those who
mock at sacred things. Yo will not want
such near you in the hour of sorrow, or
when jou have to stand in the great mys-
teries of life, or when you are shut upin
a sick room, or when you lie on your bed,
of death. You will not want a jestex ora
scoffer at your side in such hours, jbut
rather those who are grave and thoughtful..
with reverent faith and humble trust in
God. Choose for your friends in youth
and all along your life those whom you
will want about you in life’s great hours
of trial and as you are about to pass into
eternity.

THE CHARACTER OF THE BIBLE.

‘“ There is in Holy Scriptures such ac-
cess to the weak and feeble, comfort to
the sorrowful, strong meat for men, milk
for babies; such elevation and grandeur
of mind, advancing the humanity of men
to the height of bliss; ina word, itis what

-manna was to the Israelites—food deli-

cious and accommodated to every man’s
taste. Itisa deep well for depth, celes-
tial for height. As it speaks of God,
nothing is 8o sublime-—as of men, nothing
so humble; it is a bridle to restrain, a spur
to incite, a sword to penetrate, salt to sea-
son, a lantern to our feet, and a light to
our path. Critique and grammar have
too often prejudiced the meaning of the
true-and genuine text. Men dare not
cavil at the laws and ordinances of princes,
if they are so clear as to be understood,
whilst the laws of God are a thousand
times more perspicuous. And, were it
otherwise, men could not be religious till
they understood the learned tongues.
But since God has called all men to the
knowledge of the truth, and, therefore,

‘not many wise, not many learned, but m-

dustriously humble, as well as the extra-
ordinarily knowing.""—John Evelyn.

TreE MorNiNG Hour.—Set the mom-
ing watch with care if you would be snfe
through the day; begin well if you would
end well. Take care that the helm of the
day is put right; look well to the point
you ‘want to sail to, then, whether you
make much progress or little, it will be so
far in the right direction. The norning
hour is the index of the day.—Spurgeon.
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PICKING FLAWS.

Svme vne has quaintly remarked that
it does not require mu:h religion to find
fault ; persons have been knuwn to do it
successfully without any religion. In
lookiug over a ruined temple it is easy to
seo broken columns, prostrate walls, and
defaced sculptures, Lut it is not so easy to
trace the beauty of the original plan, and
to recognize the primitive symmetry of
the defaced and disordered ruin. 1t is
very easy to find fault with men, for men
are very faulty ; but it is8 not so easy for
some people to see the excellencies of
character which those same men wmay
pussess. David's sin has been for ages
the theme of scoffers and mockers, who
have apparently failed to see anything of
his penitence, nobility, heroism, generosity
and devotion. It is well to be able to see
defects, especially in virselves, but it is
well also to be able to discern excellencies,
even though they be in our enemies.

One way in which an idea may be formed
of the work of the General Assembly is to
remember that it has to do with the over-
sight of the work of our Church in five
Synods, or forty-one Presbyteries, or
near twelve hundred congregations, or
more than eight hundred pastoral charges.
It has the work of six colleges to review
and plan for. It has all the schemes of
the church to arrange for during the com-
ing year. It has in short all the work of
the church inall its departments to pass
in review, to look into the working of the
past, and improve it for the future, thus
to make the work of every year a stepping
stone to something higher and better in
the year that is to come.

What might be called the last meeting
of the General Assembly took placein
Victoria, British Columbia, on the evening
of the 24th of June. About eighty mem-
bers of Assembly cmbraced the kind offer
of the C. P. R. to give reduced rates to
Vancouver, They reached Victoria on
the 23rd. A public meeting was held on
the evening of the 24th, at whick addres-
ses were given by different delegates,
quite a number of whom were present.
Thus closing up, 0 far as meetings are
concerned, the intcresting seriss begun in
Winuipeg on the Yth of June.

Daily rememberance of God is the source
of daily obedience to God.—J. Masor.

IS THE MATTER SETTLED?

¢¢ Ts the matter settled between you and
God ?1 asked solemuly of one whose de-
clining health wained us to oxpect ler
early removal from this world.

+< 0 yes, siv!” was her calm reply.

¢ How did you get it settled

e ,'l‘he Lord Jesus Christ settled it for
me.’ '

**And when did he do it for you?’ T
asked.

*¢ When he died on the cross for my
sins.”

‘“How long is it since you knew this
blessed and consoling fact #’

The answer was readily given. *“ About
twelve months ago.”

Anxious, however, to ascertain the
grounds of this confidence, I asked, ¢ How
did you know that the work which Christ
accomplished wn the cross for sinners wes
done for you ¢

She at once replied, ‘T read in the
Bible, and believed what I read.”

And now dear reader, have you read in
tlie Bible, and believed what you have
rend? It is written ‘*Christ Jesus came
into the world to save sinners.” Does
this bring comfort to your soul ; Do you
believe this faithful saying ?

A well-founded faith is better than an:
ill-founded joy. A heart broken with the
penitence of the fifty-first Psalm, is better
than superficial hallelujahs on the lips.
1t is better to have the feet shod with the
preparation of the Gospel, and to walk
through the valley of the shadow of death,
than to be self-deceived with artificial
wings that seemn to carry one trinmphantly
over it. A sense of sin coupled with
trust in Christ, is the only safe way of
life, out of life, into life.

An enlightened conscience is the true
vicar of Golin the soul: a prophet in its
information; a monarch in its peremptori-
ness; and a priest in its blessings or an-
athemas, according as we obey or disobey
it.—J. Newman. i

We must always speak of the things of
God reverently and seriously, and as be-
comes the oracles of God.

The integrity of the upright shall guide
them ; but the perverseness of transgres-
sors shall destroy them.

G. W. Chisholm, Book and Job Printer New Glusjow.



