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Sermser’s Macazise for Decembor oom-

ates the year of thatinteresting periodical,

eparutions are making for continuing, and

possible, increasing the interest during the
oming year,

LEFT UNDOXE.
BY MARGARET E. SANGSTEI.

1t isn’t the thiog you do, dear,
It's the thing you've left undone,
Which gives you a hit of heartache
At tho setting of the sun ;
The tender werd forgotten,
The letter you ¢id not write,
The flower you might have sent, dear,
Are your haunting ghosts to-night.

The stone you might have lifted
Outof a f»mthcr's way,

The bit of heartsome counsel
You were hurried too much to say.

The loving touch of the hand, dear,
The gentle and winsome tone,

That you had no time nor thought for,
With troubles enough for your own.

Tiie little act of kinduess,
So easily ont of mjnd ;

Those chances to bs angels
Whicl'every mortal finds—

They come in night and silence—
Each chill, reproachfuol wraith—

When hope is faint and ﬂaﬁging,
And a blight has dropped on faith.

For life is all too short, dear,
And sorraw isall too great,

To suffer our slow compassion
That tarries until t o late,

Aud it’s not the thing you do, dear,
It’s the thing you leave undone,
Which gives you the bit of heartache

At the sotting of tho sun,

WITHOUT HIM }t:')(p CAN DO XNOTH-

A little boy once said : “How hard it is
to do right ! I've triedand tiied, and there
is 1o use trying any lwuger.”

But one day, after tesding his Bible, he
said: “\Why, I've been trying to change
myself all tho time, aud here I read that
only God can change me. I ‘can no muore
change my heart than a colored man ecan
make himself white. Bow foolish 1 have
been not to ask Him !”

And he was right. Aro you trying to
change your own heart? You can never do
it. It will got worse and worse, until you
ask Jesus to give you a new heart.—Ez,

.| doctrine.

THE PRACTICALNESS OF DOCTRINE.

It is unfortunate that there should boa
growing antipatby agiinst doctrinal preach-
ing. t denutes a certain degrco of ignor.
ance as to the real meaning and natwe of
The fact ir, dectrine, considered
inits gencral nspects, is a very practical
thing. It is quite prabable that muny peo-

ple are prejudiced against doctrine for the

reason that they mistake theory « f doctrine
for doctrine itself. There are muny theories
of doctrine, but they may have no vital and
erssential relation to dectrine itself, and of.
ten they do not have, ‘I'ake the doctrine of
repentance. It ig intenseiy practical. Bug
there are varions thearies of this dootrine,
some of which at least ave not’at all practi-
cal. Thoy are mere unpracticsl theories,
having no value and are misshievous, Then
there 13 the dochiine of vegeneration.  This,
too, is ve'y practical, for it relatrs toa
worlt dove by God, on certzin conditions to
be complied with by the sinner. But thers
are roveral theories about this doctrine
which are impracticable,  Yet tho real and
true doctrine itself is vitally and exceedingly
proctical, with refercnce to a compliance
with its tarms, and especislly with regard to
its issues. The proof of one’s regeneration
isto be found, not ina theoretical profes.
sion of the fact, but in the active doing of
those things thatare in harmony with the
fact that God has changed the heart and
gpiven it o new lifoand pure impulsen, The
doctrine of regeneration is, that God, upon,
condition tbat a person ropents of his sins
and believes on Christ, works a radical and
transforming change in his heart, and that
this is evidenced by bringing forth fruits
which correspond with th2 nature of such a
work and chunge. And so we miuht go on
te enumerate other doctrines of the Bible
and show that there is more or less of prac.
tica'ness in them.  And itis casy to show
algo that all true Christian practice has its

fuundation and roots in some form of Christ.

ian doctrine, andthat it is only asoneis
well indoctrinated that he can te practical
in the right lines and most efficient maunner.
—C. II. Wetherbe,

The congregation of Lunan,in Forfarshire,
had distrersed the minister by the habit of
aleaping in church. One d1y, famic Fraeer,
an idiot, was sitting in the front gallery,
when many were slumboring round him,
“Loak,” smd the ministor, “you sec evan
Jamie Frarer, the idiot, does not fall asleep,
as many of yon arve doing.” Jamie, not lik-
ing to be $hus designated, caolly replied,
*An’ I hadna heen an idiot I would have
been sleeping too.”
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THL END

This numler closes onr cleventh volune,
aud closes, 33 far 08 the present iseuing of it
is concerned, the work of the MawmTine
Pressyrenriay,

The story of its Lirth is as follows :—I
was sitting in my study ouwe night about
eleven yoars ego. Several ol the young peo-
ple had canvassed the congrega ivn for sub-
scribers to the Presbyterian Rerord. Thewr
reports had just been handed in. I was
lovking over them, when the thought camo,
*“The church is very large, the Record is
small, is there any way iu which I can sup-
plementit ? Wonld it Le possible to publish
a small ine, giving wissionary letters
that now never seo thelight, and at the same
time supplying other good reading matter as
it may be able,” The thought soon took
shape in the MAriTINE. Unwoithy in it.
gelf it was kindly received and its welcome
hag pever grown less.

During the eleveu yenrs of its existence it
has scattered abroead nearly 20,000,000 of
pages of reading matter, all of which was,
so0 far a8 was possible, catefully selected,
The seed has been widely eown. What the
harvest w.ll be, nine can know. 1t is not
too much to hope that the scattered pages
way have in game small measure brought
comfort, guidance, stimulus tomany hearts
and lives.

The profits of tho paper wete given to
Missions. The low price aud the limited
circulation made these profits necersarily
very smoll. Five hundred dollars in all
have been sent to the Foreion Mistin Fund,
and when alt accounts are collected there
will be mere furth coming  How much can-
not be defiviiely stated.

In the Provi eucoof God the wiiter has

DcCEMBER mm

Nol2

' been appointed by the tiencral Assembly to
| take charge of The Preshyterian Record, and

the aceeptancs ot the appointment practi-
cally necescitates hus giving up the Mani-
TivE. Whother any other will take it up
and cairy iton, he cavnot tell.  All that re-
mains now to do isto thank the many friends
who have so kindly and in vuried ways aid-
ed in the work. [o four partics are there
due capeuial thanks :

L. To brother ministers for enconrage-
ment and aid.

2. To the agents, who 8o faithfully and
patently, year after year, aided iu its circu-
lation, and witheut whom it could not have
been successful.

3. To the ies, who supplied its
columns with 80 much of interesting reading,
aud at-the same time brought the home
church into cleser touch with the Foreign
Freld.

4. And chiely, for it has never heen
done in these columns before, are thauks due
to my own beloved coogregation, who baro
so patiently with me mn doing this outside
work for the common Master. My conscant
aim and cffort was to allow no work of the

. congregation to go undoune, no interest be-
longing to it to suffer, to give the Maur-
TIME the second place, and to supply the ex-
tra demaud, by harder and ore constaut
work, but it is not always exsy for a congre-
gation to sec that such is the cate, an:l now
that it is over, it is not out of place to thank
them in this way, on wy own behalf and on
behalf of the veaders of the Maririye for
their kindly foibearance to the end.

And now,added to the many “yood byes”
which have come 0 recently in tevering so
many tender ties, turning from loved work

amd funnhiae scenes, to undertake another
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work amid other scenes, comes the task of
saying good bye to the dear old sheet with
which wiiter and readers have for the past
cleven years walked in company.

Thus with nll of us each stage of lifo’s work
comes to an end, Thus that life’s work hast-”
enstu its close. B thon fauithful unto
death and I wall give thee a crown of life.”

To the readers of the Maritime 1 will

not say good bye. 1 hope to mest them
all from month to month through the
columns ot the Record, and v.ill do at!
that | can to make that meeting a pleas=
ing and profitable one to them.

SERMON.

[To the readers of the Manritivg I have
taken the liberty of giving, as a parting
wish for them, the farowell words to my
congregation. —Eb. ]

‘The Gracg of the Lord Jesus Christ. the love
of God, and the communion of the Holy Ghost
be with you all. 2 Cor. xiii: 14

The textis Paul’s parting greeting to the
Corinthians, and what better could he give
them.  So well fitted is it to expressin shorg
compass the deepest, most fervent, longings
of the heliever for his brethren in Christ
that it has come to be wsed as the parting
word, the benediction, the good saying, by
Christiuns in all ages,

There are two things of which I wish
te speak in connection with it :—

I The thought undcrlying the test,

Cuctomn has associated with these words
two ditferent ideas. One is that of authority, |
as if he speaker should say, "I command
upon you this good thmg.” 1 pronounce
nporgou this gond saying. " T'his wutloritative
idoa of blessing we find prevoiling lav ely in
the Old Testament. QOne striking illustra-
tion of it 's the case of Isaae with his two
sous. Jucoh cuwe, feigned himself the hairy
hunter and his father blessed him with the
dew of heaven, and the fatness of the
earth, and the lordship over his breth-
ren.  When ¥san came and the decep
tion was known, the blessing could not
bereversed ¢ have blessed hine ” said the
trembling patriarch, “yea. and® he shall be
blessed ” Aml Eanu eried with an exceading
tousd and bitter cry, and then his father,
though he cannot reverse the former word,
grants himm too a blewsing.  Then in after

years, this Jazob, wiser and better grown,

blessed both the sons of Joseph, he too, as
his father had (done before Kim, ging the
chief blessing to the youngur iustead of the
elder son.

Many other instunces occur in the Old
Testament and there is no doubt that in
New'T'estament times the sume authoritative
idea largely prevailed. and there was pro-
bably something of it in this parting greeting
of Paul to the Corinthians,

Isuppose there is & sense in which Pavl as
an Apostle had a right to pronounce the
words with some measure of anthority. And
those who believe in visible apostolic suc-
cession believe that that right still exiats,
that the clergy, when regularly ordained ae-
cording to their succession, havo aright to
pronounce anthoritatively this henediction.
And evon in the Presbyterian Church in days
not long gone,the same idea in some measure
held swuy, for it was not considered proper
for aman to pronounce the benedi- tien unless
he wag an ordained minister.

The other idea of the text and ‘hat
which I wish to associnte with it to-
night, is that which makes it sim&ﬂy
a parting prayer.  As if the speaker
should say, *J pray, that the love of God,
the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the
communion of the Holy Ghost may be with
Zou.’ No mugic foraw of words that is to

ring blessing no matter who may speak
them. No talisman that veceives ite virtue
from u ehannel constituted by the laying ou
cf the hands of either Prlate or Presbyter,
but a simple parting prayer which I may of-
fer for you and you for me. And though
there may not.attach to it the authority of
command,it has un authority all its own, the
authority of p-cvailing prayer, an authority
based not upon ccclesiastical position but
upon the faith and holiness of him who ut-
ters it. an authority which may be as greas
when coming from the lowliest toiler in the
humblest spﬁere, as from a robed and mit-
red pontiff.

II. What is contained in the text.

1. ‘There is the recogni ion of cach of the
persons of the God head according to his
srhcrc of work in man’s vedem tion. Change
slightly the order of the claw-es and take
first that which refers to the Father.  May
“the love of God” he with you, The love
of Gor is the great first cause in the plan of
salvation. God o loved the world that He
gave His only begorten Son that whosoever
believeth in Him should not perish but have
everlasting life. Take next thas which refers
tothe Seu. May “‘tho grace of the Lord
Jesus Christ” be with you.  Grace or favor
is often spoken of in conneetion with Him.
The Psalmist snys of Him ages before His
coning “Into thy lips is the store of grace
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infused.” And the heloved disciple speaks ,
on this wise of Him, *The Word woes 1
made flesh and dwe't among us and vo be-
held His glory, the glory us of the only he.
gotten of the Father,iull of grace and truth,
And again he tells ns that grace and truth |
cune by Jesus Christ, |

Or dowe I ok at the clause which refers to |
theSpirit. May “t%.. Commasion of the Holy
Ghost” be with you. The spirit is here ve- |
presented a3 s companion to hold fellowship |
with us. ‘That is the Seriptural iden of the |
Holy Spirit’s wotk. He companics with us,
dwells 1 us, guides, helps, comforts, sane- !
tifies, rencws us from duy to day cnabling
us more uwnd more, to dic  unto sin !
und Jive unto hoiiness  Thus does the
Apostle in bis pav ing wish pruy that the
abiding presence of the ttreo persons of the
glorious Trinity,cach aceording to his speciul
sphere of work, muy be with them.

2. Look now more especially at the bless i
ing which is invokal from each of these per
sons of the T'rinity.

“Tho lore of God,” mzy that be ith you.
But is not that love withall at alltmes. Is

favor, with which he regarded them vhen
he said, I pray for them, I proy not for the
wotld but for Jnclu which Thou hast given
mo out of the world™: that grace and fuvor

{ which comes out in those. blessed words of

comfort which He spoke to His disviples—
“Let uot 3 »ut hearts be troubled;” *In my
Tather's house are many mansivus” 5 I go to
prepare & place for you™; T will come agan
and receive you unto myself that where I
am there ye may be also.”

*“The Commumon of the Holy Spirit” may
that be with you. But is not that Spirit
evar preseat ¥ Was not the promive of pro-
phieey “J wal pour out ny Spirit upon all
lexh.”  Trne in o senne He is present with
most men. There may be times when He do-
parts entirelys When :

“Tho Spirit of Grace
Long gric;m‘ l]ll rnml resisted may take his sad

And leay e men indarknessto finish thelr raco

To sink in the gloom of Eternity s night.

But with most men in Gospel lands He is
present, though oft unheeded,

But the idew of theteat is not that of the

He not love, ued is Ho not ever with ns ? Do | Spivit outside. secking an entrance into tho
we not live and move and huve our being in | heart, but of that beart as a tewple of the
Huou? Did not God so love the world that | Holy Ghust. aud that Spicic dwelling there
Re gave His Son ? T'rue, but therc is more | bringing w i.bll ﬂirp all _tl:e guod that e
than that love in thisbenediction,  Thelove j alone can give.  You will need guidance ;
here mentioned is the love which Hebears to | may tlge Holy Spitit bq widisonasa guide,
Hisown ; the love that is sung by tha according to the promise, *‘when the Spitit

Pgalnust, ¢ Like as o futher piticth his
chiildren so the Lord piticth them that fear
Aim™; the love that is spoken in the words
of the Lord hy the prophet.  **As one whom
his mother comforteth so will I¢ mfort you.
As the love of the parent goes with the cluld
in all his wanderings, 15 with him in sickniss
and health, in p osperity and adversity in
sorrow and joy, thinking of him, yearnicg,
over him, caring for him to the utmost of 1ts |
power, never failing, never falter ng, so
may thelove of God, m all its height and
depth and length and breadth, that love
which passeth knowledge, be with you.
"The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, may
thut be with you. DButisnot His grace al
ways with us?  Does not the Apostle say,
“We behe!d Him full of Grace and truth.
‘True, but there were those with whom His
favor did notabide  Hear Him, **Woe unto
yua scribes, and pharis. es, hypocrites. Re
membet the woes against Choruzin and Beth-
sania.” Sce Him looking round about upon
the peopte With anger being being grieved
for the hacduess of their hearts.  Where sin,

of truth is come He will lead you unto all
trath.”  You will need comfort ; may the
Boly Spir t be with you as a Comforter, fur
Christ said “If I grnot away the Comfurter
will not come but if Tdepart Iwill send Him
unto you.” You will need cleansing and
sanctifying : way the Holy Spirit be with
you in all His ¢'cansing, sanetitying power ;
helping yon to vsercume besetting sin, re-
newing you in the whole men after the image
of God and enabling yon more and more to
die unto sin and to live unto holiness.  Such
are some of the blessings which the nbiding
presence of the (lod liead brings to thuse
with whom Hedwells.

Bat, like a shadow dark and dreary,comes
the thought that some warmly attached
friends from whom I part to-night after wll
these years together, are not of those with
whom God & love, and Christ's grace, and
the Spirit's fllowshij, find 2 restiy place.
Some according to theit own testimony have
no part nor lotin this matter, in this pare-
ing prayer.  And why ? Fhey will not re-
ceiveit. God's love pities in vain, Christ's

is His favor vannot daell.  The grace of the , grace wait in vain, the Holy Spirit ealls iu
Lo-d Jesus Christ with you means that favor | vaun.  And do Thear such wnone say, *“‘have
of which wo read,when it is said that having i you then no part-ng pray e for me?” No, Lean
loved His own which were in the world He | find no better than this one and it you will
loved them unto the end ; that grace, that ' not receive.  But Thave one parting prayer,
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not for you, but o you, let me offer it now
for the last time. It is that you would turn
to Goud, that you would yteld to His waiting,
yenrning, love, that yowwould accept of
Chrisv’s” grace, that you wonld surrender
yoavself to the strivings of the Holy Spirit,
and thes this benediction in all its fullness
of blessing will be yowrs,

And vow Imust draw to a close. This
morning  we were “Looking Backward”,
This evening we _turn from the kuown past
to the unknown future,  That past with its
memories of failure and suceuss, of hope and
fear is behind us, and

“We know not what lirs before us
1n the days that are fo coine
Nor into what varied texturo
Our well of lite may run.”

Bu. there are two things that we know.

(1.) That that future must in the mean-
time,so far as our relationship is concerned,
be pursued under somewhat different
circumstances from what it has been in the
past. For thirteen years ns minister and
people we have shared life’s changes to
cether. In some poor measure, the minister
s been able to realize that the joys and sor-
rows of this people were his own, and, on
the other hand he has been made glad by re-
ceiving in so large n measure their confidence
andlove. Tuthe future this must in some
measure be chunged. While I trust that the
ties, heated oftimes in the furnnnce of afilic-
tion and welded by strokes that were hard to
bear, are such as time, vor chance, nov
change, nor even death, can sever ; yet an-
other must fill my place, along separate lines
must our work be wrought, onr trials borne,
and our triumphs won.

(2.) This further we know that if God be
with us,all will ke well.  If the Lord be ow
Shepherd we shall not want.  Me willlead
us through green pastures and by still wat-
ers. Though we pass through the valley of
the shad..w of death, yet will we fear noevil.
Goodness ard mercy shall follow us all the
days of our life and we shall dwell mn the
house of the Lord forever.

In view of these two facts T know nothing
better thut we can wish each other as we
turn from onr united past to face our separate
futures,than to wish that wish, to pray that
prayer, which is expressed in full in the
worids of the text* “The grace of the Lord
Jesus Cheist, the love of God, the comman-
inn of the Hely Ghost be with you; which
is summed up in shorter form in the wish
that issometimes hear.l, “God be with yon';
and which, by long and constant use, has

THE STUDY OF THE BIBLE.

The profit of Billo study depends vory
largely upon the spirit with which we per-
use it. If we indulge the delusinn that we
are.wiser than the Omniscient, and go to the
Bible simply for the purpese of obinining
support for our preconceived opinions, we
shall find that of which we aren pursuit,
and we shall be likely to find nothing more.

If wo shoukl be benetited by our ctudy of
the Holy Scriptures, if we would obtain that
kno“ledfo of the truth through which wo
are made wise untu salvation, we wmust
bring to this exercise a humble and docile
spirit.  Wenust come feeling our need of
the wisdom that is from on high, and we
must come believing that the Bible is the
very word of God.

If we approach tho Bible as critics, as-
suming that it isa compound of truth and
error, and deciding what wo will believe
and what we will reject, we shall derive
from the exercise the benefit that comes of
critical study.  We shall become ore criti-
cai. Wae shall be wiser in onr own estima-
tion, though we shall not become better
judges of the truth. The benefit derived
will be essentially, if not exclusively, intel-
lectual. The intollect may be gquickened as
it would be by the critical study of Plato or
Bacon, but the heart will not be made bet-
ter. We shall not grow in grace nor in the
knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus
Christ. God revea's himeelf in the S:rip-
tures to such ns seek him with a contrite,
believing, and teachable frame of mind.

This revelation is the work of the Holy
Spirit. In the person of the Spirit, God
takes of the things of Chiriat and shows them
to the humble student of His word, ¢ The
secret of the Lord is with them that fear
him ; aud He will show them His covenant.’
If we come to the Bible in the exercive of
filiol fear, desiring to know the truth, and
with a purpese to yield our hearts and lives
to 1lis guidauce, we shall not be lefy to fall
mto serious error.  God will 1evesl to usall
essential trutk, and the truth will m.ke us
free. \We shall obtain favor with the Lord
and rejoice in our experience of His merey.
But if we incline to our 0 va understaadings
we shall_be left to the consequence of our
folly.— Preshyterian.

The =hief end ¢f discipline is high personal
character. Character is triumph os er temp-
tation. 'The surest conservative of character

| is service. -&. D. Hitchcock, D). D.

The great fact is that life 18 a service;

heen worn into a still shortir form in that | the only questivn s, *“Whom will we seeve?

sad, sweet, word, Good-bye.

—Faber,
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o Hrebrides.
LETTER FROM MR, ROBERTSON.

Ernroyasuy, New Hepines,
July 92, 1801,

My Dear Bro. Morrison :--Your kind and
welcome note of May 1st, referring to our
short visit to Sydnoy, to the fact that the
Church has net a scrap of a pen from me for
over a year, and then giving a list of contri-
butors who so generously gave specinl sums
for the work Erromanga, I duly received on
Weduesday worning, July Sth, or exactly
two weeks ago this morning.

Your lotter had, to mne,one great fuult, its
brevity, But at the enme time how often 1
have desired to be able to write short letters.
If I only could,I would then be able to writo
my many friends mare fiequently, but, alas,
I have not the talent to state matters ina
nut shell. I gointo detail far too much,
hence some poor unfortusate friend is. af-
flicted with a lang, clumsy letter and many
other friends don't receive a line from me,

It is said, *‘thata wen is a wise manora
fool at forty.” Wall I am forty, atleast,but
yet in faco of that sweeping saying, I am
going, D, V., to attempt to improvein the
work and duty of letter writing and upon
three points. (1) I am going to ¢ry and write
very briefly, state myself more clearly and
guard against drifting asay from the point.
(2) I will regard it my duty to write those
letters first which are intended for your
Foreign Board representing my beloved and
ever dear Presbyterian Church in Canada,
which I lovely as intensely as I do my own
native land. Measure the strength of my love
for my church then by my love for my own
native land and you will have some idea of
the place my chnrch holds in my hesrt.

Never man loved hisnative land with wnore
consuming or more constant love than I do.
1 .feel sure of this, and yet I have spent, off
and on, more than twenty seven years on
these islands and hence,I have gane as furas I
could po:sibly go frem my native laud, for to
attempt to go any farther from home would
only draw me nearer home by taking me
further around the world towards home. In
brief, to put it as an Americsn friend said to
me when I was about to leave for the New
Hebrides, the second time, in 1871, twenty
years ago, **Well, Mr. Robertson, you are
wowg out there ; Iet me see, whereisit?
‘Bout the tother end ain't it ?” Yes, it is the
tother end to auy inan or woman, who at-
tempts (o settle down todry uphill work
among an igoorant, strange, indolent, come-
day-go-day, siovenly, untidy, unwashed, un-
ambitious, go-as,vou-please, thriftless people,
such as the:e tribes amongst whom we bave

day and night, alinost

lived and toiled,
indeed, it will

alonz,for over nineteen ver -
soon he twenty.cight y s . ce I firat left
home for the South 3¢ Islands.  Doubtless
a8 you would keep and treasure up somc of
Shakespeare’s best attempts, you cherish, as
all lovera of poetry ever must, those memor-
able lines heginning thus :—

“On the sevcnth of November,

The “*Dayspring” set suil

Y¥rom Halifax harbor,

With a wavering gale ™

Here T am contradicting myeclf again; I
said I was going to attemut to write briefly
and keop to the poiat, and instead of that I
am quoting poetry.

But to come back to the p ind auain. (3)
I ehall endcavor, after wrniting letters and
reports to my church, acknowledgements
w.th thanks to al’ who contribute to the on-
carrying of the Mission cause in Erromanga,
to write a brief note to as many of my num-
ernng correspondents, and other friends who
do not write me,as is within lmits of possibil-
ity, in view of my ten thousand duties here
andin so far as health and strength may
permit. All this I am resolved to attempt
if God shall in His love and mercy give me
life, health, strength and will power and ap-
plication for all such work.

When 1 receive a letter, or letters, I feel
anxious to answer immediately and am full
of interest for this pleasant duty, but some
work, connected with the Mission here, at
onco confronts me and must he done, and 80
the much-desired and much nceded duty of
writing my friends is, for the time being,
put off for a more convenient season, which
seldom ever comes, ButI hope my maoy
dear friends in Canada as elsewhere will give
me creqit for candonr if I say that it is not
from any want of desire to write them that
they do not get any letters from me, but
from'the constant press of most important

‘work here doily, that I must not neglect, or

put off, or the cause you sent me to uphold,
and extend, and to build up; and toil, and
think, aod pray for, will certainly suffer.
Aud so long as God blesses us with a measure
of health and strength we feel 1t is our duty
to shepherd and Jead the flock committed to
our care as your representativies under Him,
**Whose we are and Whom we serve.”

This to a large extent is the reason so few
lettera are written by my dear wife or hy
myself. What letter-writing I do, is chiefly
performed when mo-t other folks are slecp-
ing, i. e., between J0 p. m,, and Ga. m. Lam
actually writing this letter between three
and four o'clock in the morning, and I have
been constantly writing since une o'clock this
morning.

Do please send « card cach to the W. F.
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M. Sovictics, Churchee, Sabbath Schools, or
individuals, who contnbated the S285.:34
you have just for warded to Dr, Steel for ¥
romanga und of which you have just written |
me,and thank them all very sincerely for me
and for my dear lock here, for their thought-
ful, timel , gencrons, weleome, and at leart
by me altogether vomedited gire. 1 do most
traly afli i that owing to my vontinnous,
and alwnst wi hout exception, neglect to
write my many genetons friends in Cangala in
order to thunk thew for their mach needed
gifts for the Lo &'s work oun lorowanga,
that I have no right to expet & continnance
ol then help, and yet they have ko - on aid-
ing me years alter year, since our never-to-
be farg ten vidic to Canada in 1882 -85, |

Muny, 'tis 1vae, D nos send mo any help .
now who use & do so auneally, but of those |
eoveral have jained the church above and
many othiers are either not able to contione
thoeir aid or have become disheartened, dis-
appointed, or hirt oxing to iy neglect to
acknowludge thiir gifts, and xmall wonder.

Jruy, 23ed,

I awm anxious to  wiite geveral other
friends lefors the inter island  steamer,
“Croydon”, rcuuns from Ancicyum.  The
“Croy dan” passed Dillon’s Buy, between 10
and 11 o'clock last night goivg south, We
saw her light and made a hontire, buc not be- z
ing bonnd to call gung south unless there
should be something special and the woather
atormg. and the hour late, Captain Munroe
probably wished to pres: on to meet the
mail-boat at Ancityum. By the wav Capt.
Munroe is v native of Georgetown, P. E. I
He left his native village when only seven
years of age, I presume_along with his pa-
rents, went to New York State and has
never been back to his native lund.  He is
married aud has a growu _up family of four
daughters and two #ens. He himseli is about
62 years of age. So far, Captain Munroe is
well liked by the misrionaries avd traders.
He is kind and gentle, big and as strong.

The change from the old slow “Dayspring”
to a live of #plendid fast steamers plying bo-
tween Syduey, Fiji, New Caledonia aud
Aneityum is as gireat us it has been delight-
ful. Fourto tive days between Ancityum
aud Sydney in a first class pavsenger mail
is certainly a contrast to from twelve to
twenty days in a little narrow, uncomfert
able schooner, often *‘cli-se-hauled”, so wmak-
ing things hively and ofien not mere than
three or four passengers, and as theso are
well or sick they are carried ab-ut from day
to day in a zig-z1¢ fashion.

At Aneityum the large steamers are met
by the inter-island steamer which carries
pastengers, mails, supplies, and cargo to
each island in the group in a rapid wmanner
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and ¢ mplotes the vound trip mn about nine-
teen dayr, huving called at every mission
station where there isn Missionary, and at
every trader's station within that time, land-
ing and preking up cargo and wails and is at
cath Tinding srutzon, and danding supplics
sl miai % 4 ewch Massion staton awd tre.
quently landing or prekite wp missionary
il other passengers, asd almost evory tnp
there are on board travellers er tindars from
Austeabn,

And then only conrider the hoon of a
mouthty nuit to and from Sy daey. und the
comfort ol getting  fresh  supplive cach
m nrh mstend of mails and supplies only once
1 six menths a8 wan the case when we were
gerved by the ©Dayspriog ”

Bepecinlly to those of us who have child-
reu at schonl in Auetralin or Scotland is this
wnthly surs mail boyond all money consid-
eratlans,

We'l gang na mair tae yon ship.

\Wha wid na be a Miseionary noo ?

QOF course the “Croydon is small and com-
fortless, but she goes ahead.

The charges hoth for pa-sengers and cargo
are very high. and yet 1 do pot think the
s eam boat Company is mking any profit so
far, but as travelling and commerce increases
the returns must be mnch larger, so that a
1ich company may well be willing to wait
for prospective large gnins, I well remomber
saying at the Furewell meeting in St. Mat.
thew’s, Halifsax, to Messre. Murruy, McKen-
zie and inyself and our wives (I think it was
then) that the Preshyterian Churches in
Canada were g0 divided at that time, I be-
lieved that bofore five years they would be
united into one graud church and that
though the New Helides were so far away
and so little visited by travellers, T hopad to
sece the day when ocean going steamers would
he running be.ween Australin and those
islands, and that pleasure seekers wuuld be
making visits to these islands in those steam-
ers,  Lremember many smiled, but has aot
all come true within the time I dared to
name, and even in & much morve advanced
stave thau § had hopel to see?

But it is now quite late and though I
would like to tatk to you a little longer
much work may be in stere for me to mor-
tow £0 I must get somesleep. “Gool-night.”

Moxbvay, July 27,

T'wclve pages and yet nothing said.  Let
me try my hand at asking questions witich
T know you will answer as far as you can
aud as soon a8 you can. .

Mr. Roberison after asking a question ona
mntterof business goes on to speak of the con-

tract with the Steamship Co. for the service
of tho Mission nand says :—

You know theicfore tha% at least for the
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present no pormanent arrangemens has been | Hebrideana,  The death rate hasall along
to far entered into by the N. H. Missicn, | been very high ; capecially is this true in
and “Dayspring” Bourd, So far we have | that part of the business performed within
limited the contract to one yenr that all| the islands ; not to the same extent in
parties might tost overything ted with | Queenlund t of the power and watch-
the workiug of this new Inter-island steamer l fuluess of those in_authority, and the streng
andhold themeelves fraa to continue or discou- : arm of the law and the power to punish al-
tinue said contract. Wo,i.e ,the'Dayspring” | wavs at hand.  On the other hand within
Board have made arrangements with the 4. | the islan s every scheme and device paraible

U. & N. Ca., for havivg our'work donn by ) is resor.eu toin order to evade the spiric aud
them for 1891 upon the samo terms as 1S90, |

We are, therefore committed to nothing
beyond this year for thio present stlezst, and
stranger events have taken place than that
we should yt carry out the old-new idea of
a ateamer of our own, and the Mission Synod
this year (sce Minute 91) passoed a resolu.
tion cxpressing the opinion that the money
(soms £6000 stg.) collected by Dr. Paton for
a Mission steamer, was not to be usedas a
small steam launch which Rev. \WWin, Hardie,
Con. F. M. Com., Melbourne, promised Rev.
D. Macdonald of Havannah Harbor, Efate,
20:' the unoccupied portions of Malakula and
Santo.

At the same time I personally do not ap-
prove of a steamer of our own, but I con-,
sider best, un arrangement hke our present
one, with a_steamboat company, where we ,
are responsible for nothing heyond the pay-
ment of about £1,300 sterling annually from
all the Churches interestel in this Mesion
through the ‘‘Dayspring™ Board at Syduney |
who mezt regularly and carcfully esamine ¢
each account and consider calmly and cave- 4
fully and with much interest, all our sug-
gzestions, complaints, etec., re said Steamship |
Company, and have actually managed to,
secure several advantages for us and the Mis- |
sion already by representing our plans, com- |
plaints and references to the Company. Mr.
Cosh, the Sec. of the ¢ Dayspring” Board 1s 4
an excellent business gentleman, and never
£ails to have brought before the 1), 8. Board, ,
and the Steamship Co’y and with prompt-.
ness too, all our suggestions and all matters
iu which we think the Company can improve
their service to their own and to our own
advantage. By care regarding expenses we
csn keep within the amount( £1,500 stg)
named :n the contract until our staff is much |
iucreased and extended, and really T cannot
see why we need any more missionaries for
this little group when almost every language
has already bacn mastered by us and grau:-
mars, etc., prepared therein, where the peo- N
ple are dying rapidly and where the infam-

letter of the law and regulations, and added
to thie is the {nct that it is vot families, nor
the old and infirm, who are carried away
from their homes and friends,but the strong,
most clean-skinned, most healthy, robust
young men in the bloom and vigour of man-
hood,in short the very flower of the islands.

Could this infamous tratlic have been not
*‘regulated,” but stopped entirely, yearsago
how different the prospect of our Mission
and commerce,how strong family life,andhow
strong and vigorous the population as the
young men who have been carried away fromn
the whole group by the thousand would have
mostly mareied and would have been blessed
with families to take the place of these whom
death has removed frum amengst these peo-
ple, but, alas, this Queensland Labor traflic
benefiting onl: the planters and a few inter- .
ested parties has forever given, I fear, for-
ever, the death-blow to the last chance for
these poor islanders to even hold their own
ae regards pepulation ; and with the decay
of the race will follow the alienation of the
magyificent rich lands of the race who have
held it as their natural birth-right posses.
sion for ages, and over which they have
wandered at pleasure, gathering the wild
fruits that grew thereon, and in the deep,
rich passes  they have planted
theiv  own much valued  vegetables
and fruite; and over the reef-bound quiet wat-
crs they have quietly andin perfect ease, and
without check ov fear, gracefully, glided by
day and by night in their primitive, but de-
lightfully easy going canocs ; no man mak-
ing them afraid.

Poor people ! their's seems the doom of
all dark races —to the bueh ard back to the
wallagain.  But I have taken much space in
atating that I don’t seec the need for more
European mizsionaries than we now have ex-
cept perhaps one more or so on Santo and
that without extra cost; the Company’s
steamer ought to be able to do our work.

It is now time to put down my pen for I
shall hear the Church bell calling us to the

ous “Queensland Labor Lraflic” falsely so- | (Wed.) weekly prayer-mecting, and I have

called, has already almo't wiped the poor
iglanders out of existene,, Far more than
all other causes put together we do charge
the Qucensland Labor Traffic with having
completely killed out the life of the New

a marriage at the close thercof ; a young
Church member who was servant with us
last year, and often has_been employed by
me. 1 got him from his heathen father years
ago0, and since then he has lived here at Dil-
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lion’s Bay. The young woman isnot u native
of this village, but hus iived here for several
years, and hence is a “City belle”.

They make quite n distinetion between
this village and the less cultured bush-vil-
lages, just ax muuch as town and country at
home. I get no fee tor the marriage, but it
isanother Chiistixuy marriage which strength-
ens our party, and weakens the heathen
party who are, I rejoice to be able to say,
almost reduced to a man without any
followers.

Tuenrspay Morzize, July 30th,

T must now close this long and discon-
nected letter I will now write a short letter
for the Board which may be published, ot
those portions of it which the Board may de-
cide as suitable for publication. I deeply re-

ret to close this letter with 2 report of the
oss of 19 (nineteen) of our men of the
South side of Erromanga, wmany of whom
were the sons of lagh chiefs ; several were
QGhurch mombers in full standimg, and not a
few were candidates for Church member-
ship. With oue cxception they were all
young, strong men, and most willing to as-
sist the elderg, tive teachers, and ourselves
in the blessed work of spreading abroad the
Gospel of Chnst nut only to the rewaining
scattered heathen on their vwn island, but
were under training with a view of going
bye snd bye to assist mssionaries on the
islands 1o which they were appomnted only a
few vears ago, and where as yet, they find
it dilicule to obtain much help. (Thisis al-
ways the case for the first few years with
missivnarics placed amorgst pure heathen.)

Poor fellows ! they fouli-hly started for
Auniva (2 small island lying very low,aud the
nearest i~le where Dr. Paton labored ;) there
is a populaticn of about 150 people, men,
women and children on Aniwa and our Er.
romangaus, even in the days of heathenism,
often visited Aniwa where they had friends
with whem they exchanged island L.roperty,
yams, figs, erc. They left here on' Monday
afterno n, July 20th, or about 17 days ago,
and for a few miles they mnade good pro
gress, but soon they gt into a heavier sea,
and the boat was seen (from the Erromanga
ghore) to be making her way across with con-
siderable difficulty and was “‘close hauled.”

Soon the boat disappearcd {in the distance)
out of sight, and the natives returzed from
their watching to their even’ng big meal, or
supper. About9 p. m. the storm began.
The wind blew with alimott hurricane force,
aod the rain fell in great quantities, and
soon a heavy sea dashed wildly all along the
South and 3. W. Side of thisisland, and it
was with 1auch difficulty that we secured
our large Mission boat here {Dillon’s Bay).

Our Mission boat, “Morning Star”,” was | carly.

the grest joint gift to me of the Presbyterian
Church in Cabada in connection with the
Church of Scotland,  She was built in Syd-.
ney from my own plan, and cost £55 com-

plete. That was iu Jawuary, 1878 ; she
has since cost for repairs £23, for
oars, awnchor, chain, sails, paint, etec.,

about £10, or #ince given up to usin Janu-
ary, 1878, in all £8S, but she has paid that
outlay n advanc:ng the work of this Erro-
manya Miseion teunfold, for the- Missiom work
Idid by theaid of this tine boat wren I
dared not go on foot over land—to at.empt
to do so then would have cost the life ¢f my-
self and all those brave young fellows who
used 1o go with me then with much personal
risk every trip from the rage of the heathen
and the rage of the sea ; often have I slept
in my boat anchored out in some bay and a
watch kept all night. I, myself, taking my
regular turn of two hours at a time. We
dare not sleep on shore. How changed all
thiy now, and to God be all the praise ! Not
only cau we sleep anywhere we please all
over this large island with a coast-line of
over 100 miles, but we are pressed by chiefs
who used to come and sleep in the bush at
tlus very section of Diilon’s Bay, watching
for the oppor anity to burn our houses and
shoot or club us if we should attempt to
escape through the fire.

To prevent fatal results our Christian
young men also bauvded together and kept
watch four hours on and four hours off day
and night for as much as two years at a
tine, (or until certain rage nas over for a
time, and even yet my people won't allow
mo to cross Krromanga alone for fear of
some remaining savige being paid to way lay
me 1 the Lush as I pass on horscback along
the narrow track.)

Oa Sundav last, July 2Gth, or four days
ago,single planks of the whale-boat in which
our poor natives had started to Aniwa, and
two oars lashed to tho main mast, supposed
to bo so lashed to act asa Life buoy to keep
them from sinking, were washed ashore at
different places al.ng the S. E. and South
side or this island, and there scems little
doubt left about the fate of the nineteen
Erromangans who left South River on Mon-
day afternoon, July 20:h, intending to go to
Aniwa, )

Had they started early in the forenoon,
even by then would have arrived at Aniwa
bef.re the storm began, as_Aniwa canuot be
more. than ahout 35 miles from South
Ri" er, the point iv this island from which
the boat took her departure for Aniwa, and
the storm did not eet in until about nine
o'clock that evening. But what is the uso
of atatements liké this ? They did not start
Natives seldom do apy thing quick.
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1¥, or orderly, and are never anaicus, or ina
hurry, and don’t take any precaution against
probable difliculties or dungers whether in
starting on a voyage or journey, and the
sgmne is true i regard to their want of care
about securing their houses, or camps, when
thB llurrlcnue geason iS Colllillg on,

But, alas! we much fear of the nineteen
men who left E-romanga on the fatal 20th
July, 01, for Aniwa, not a man has been
saved. Ali have perished during that aw-
ful storm, which began about 9 p. w., and
continned with constant increasing force uu.
til abut midaight, when it begaun slowly to
moderate. During the storm the rain fell in
great quantitics, and hke burricane rains, 1t
was bitter cold and hard, ~lnost like a hail-
storm at home in early spring-time.

We sent three young men_south as soon
as the sad news was reported here, with a
faiut bope that perhaps our people had not
gone at all, und that the stufl’ picked up
might only be some stuff washed off some
vessel’s deck by a sea before the crew could
get things lashed and sails shortened. but they
returned last evenirg with a list of the
names of the nincteen men who started in
their whalebeat o1 Monday aiternoon, July
20th,and bringing a picce of plank belonging
to their boat which I know well.  All the
@uecnslnd Labor vessel’s boats are puinted
red, 2 most appropriate color for them, 1. €.,
blood color, vur people’s boat was a pure
white.

The inter island steamer is dac here uext
Wednesday, so thae as sheis to land Dr.
Gunn and family on Aniwa ; this trip to
visit the people and dispense the Commun-
ion. We-shall hear fron: Captain Munroe
whether our poor natives reached Aniwa or
if not o1l whether any of them managed to
redch land there.

But alas ! alas ! I fear it i3 hoping against
hope. How could they once the boat was
tarncd and they were tossed nto the raging
sea in all the wild fury of the storm, alnost
like a young hurricase ; how could they suve
themselves ' Ah !'no, it was quite mmpos-
sible, they could not do it, notwithstanding
they were all powerful swimmers. No, it
quite impossible. A hurricane is a hurricaue
and puts out «f the question the very idea
of swimmiog. Mrs. Robertsun aod 1 both
feel keenly our great loss and we feel deeply
for the widows, fathers and mothers, sisters
and brothers of those poor fellows who are
lost. No, not lost, but who have becn io a
moment carried into tho presence of thier
God, and wo believe in‘the caso of.all them
who had'endeavored to receive the Truth in
their simple, child like way that they have
been.recetved into the Kingdom of our Lord,

Who did not break the briised reed nor
qaench the smokmg flax,

Everything conneted  with the whole
island, the people, tho cause, onr letters
from home, the warm and very altee'i mate
reception they gave us on our return in fair
health from Syduey ; our delightful time
with the elders, teachers, ond people during
the week of Commurion ; the new members,
children baptisgd, « large number of Chris-
tian marriages, the gentleness and kind con-
sideratien of our people to uws during the
frrinight that we had several hundred pes-
ﬂle abont us aay and mght ; the marvellons

mdness of onr” Dillon’s’ Bay chief and peo-
ple to the large number of strangers for
whom they bad to provide. I sayin bricf,
that all this, and much more I mght refec
to of a most grarifying nature such as volun-
teers for work of all kinds ; numbers coming
forward to attend our classes, inschoil; a
pressing invitation from the high Chief of
the most extreme East side of Erromanga
that we meet there next year in order to
dispense the Lard’s Supper, something never
heard off from natives hefore, at least I never
heard of such a thing from New Hebrideans
unless seme Eurepean had first hinted the
matter quietly to them and promised that
nothing about a white man suggesting it
would ‘ever be referred to, and such like,
quite cheered us beth and certainly con-
vinced us that viewing it from every stand-
poiut this year, 1S9I, has been by far the
most cncouraging as regards the Lotd’s work
on Erromanga that our teachers and also
Mrs. Robertson and I have ever had.

To add yet another token of pregress and
advancement 1 may meation, that, on Moa-
day after Connnunion that is on the 13th of
July, 1892, a l=rge meeting to discuss the
woeful results to Err of the Q
land Labor Trsffic was held here by all the
leading chiefs of this 1sland and finally they
sent a request to me by my two leading
elders, Yomot and Usua and signed by cach
of themselves that I would please write out
ca-~fully when ever the present press of
work ted with the S t and the
paying of my teachers and our servants
should be over, that I would write out a
petition to thage in authority in Queensland
and which they would all sign, praying
most carnestly for the immediatc and absa-
lute supression of the o called *‘Qaeensland
Labor Traffic” in o fav as their 1stand of Er-
romanga is concerned stating that the traffic
bas almost ruined it, inasmoch as all or
nearly all of the able bodied young men have
becn taken away and only a swmall percentage
bave been restored to their homes and
friends, and not & few of those ina dying
state, that is, in the last stage of consump-
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Yion ! I had just promised to do so and that
{ wovld write a bricf letter to accompany
sheir , tition, explaining cire tances cone
nected with the drawing up aforesaid peti.
tiau, my own cntire ignorance that sucha
thing was talked of L the chiefs, untl the
clders came to inform me, and further that
w my letter T wonld certamly state that
though 1 hud been from the very firat,
friendly with all the {Government Apents,
Captain® and other oflices of those vessels,
I had been most decidedly opposed wa this
Labor Trafli:: root and branch, [ had, I said,
juse made this statemeat, und had taken my
wife fi v a walk when a sumber of chiefs and
young men camnc to say ‘‘goad bye”, and to
pay some thing on account of their new
boat—this very boat which carried away
those 19 men which 1 must fear we shall
never sce any more in this life. We took
the mouvy, invited them to cume agsia and
get » pot of hot rico before they stasted
next morning, said “‘good bye”, aud re.
turned to our cottage, alas, never agiin to
see except one or two of shose fine luokings |
mea.

This sad affair has cast & deep gloom over ‘
ur sich as we seldo..., if ever, have felt on .
Erromanga during neaily twenty years of |
residen-c amongst this people.  Welost our
first-born ; we Dave scen men’s hearts spllr.l
open before our eyes. and we have been
eighty of us, drisen like children beforea
force of several hundreds of savages armed |
with gans, battle axes, clubsand bows, and
arrows, when we s cre onour way w Unepang
district (the very land «f the people to whom
the young men belonged, who, I fear, have
been lost in the stornt of the 20th July) with
two teichers whom we hioped to setile at two
promising distiicts where the hgh chiefs
were anxions to have teachers to instruet
them in the truths of the Bible, but noge of
these sad events cast such a glooin over Mrs,
Robertson and myself ws the loss of those
ninetecn £ne young men of so much influence
and of so much promise in the future in
jc advance of God's own work en
this island. For the other events we could
not at the time sce how they could have
been prevented, but the proceeding to sea in
an open boat in suc s bad weather and after
thoy had been £o strongly opposed by the
best boat men of their district and their high
chiefs too, seems like a deliberate act on the
part of those of the crew who urged the
others who were doubifal and expressed
28 uncertsin and ceven anxious about the
voyage to Aniwa in mid winter when the
wind geperally is very strong, aud nearly
always south, or 8. E. a wind that is dead
from this island, Erromanga.

i it would bea warning o their fellow-

country-men for the future there be some
small comfort, but no, it won't prevent
othérs attempting another such needless voy-
age to Tanna, or Aniwa, not a bit. Nuthing
serves asa warning to a New Hebrideun,
On the conteary they seem some times, 1
tlunk, as if they had made heir minds up to
kill eut the race as guickly as possible in
order the zooner to make 100m for the grasp-
iny white skin to possess their magnificent
rich soil,

Aud really it is coming to that. Where-
ever black races are found they fade aw y
before the fair race, aud if you refer me to
Africa, I reply, “"just wait, we have not yet
seen the end of African history. Let the
white man get in there with his cargo upon
cargo of rum and fire arms, and lis Just
therewith for gain, and with the least pns-
sible expenditure, and we will see the be-
ginninu of the end of that nolle race, or
thosc noble African races.” True, it cannot
be as quickly done as in these swmall isles
where tho peaple ave but few and of no po-
Jitical importance under the sun, bat in time
rum, ete.,, will do its work in Africa unless
meantimne the strong arm of the lav and
healthy, Christian public opinion by God's
Ilessing should step in and save the nuble
mt}i\»c race and the real owners of Alrican
sol.

These poor chic's and f.cople, not even my
teachers of this island, s«w ahead what a
curse the “Labor Traffic” wuuld prove to
Eeromanga. Nothing Isaid on this point
scemed 10 overcome their desire for the im-
medinte small gains in paltry odds and ends
of moveable property that the trafic brought
them ; but now when the horse has been
stoleu they begin to rub their eyes as out of
a sluggish sleep and are looking about m
alarm t» find some ey to shut the dour.

Had they aided me at the outset with such
a strong petition as they sent in last week,
hundreds of their young men who have died
like sheep in a storm on shipboard where
they have been packed like herrings in a
cisk, would now be living ou their own love-
1y and rich island, and in their snug camps
would be many mote hundreds of their
hright little sons and daughters who would
bve and bye take the place of their worthy
Christian pareats in advancing Ecr
in everything that is good znd noble.

But wo won't give up hope yet of saviog
the few, and certainly no two persons ever
had more encouragement thav Mrs. Robert-
son and myself in Mission work, and consid-
eriog what thoy were to us, the awiul state
of this island zocially, spiritually, politically
sud morally, when we landed here, on tho
28th June, 1872, to tako charge, surely wo
should pever coaso to thank God snd take
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courage. From being the most cruel, and
blood thirsty race (said to be) in all the
South Sea islands, and the most degraded,
they have become to be amongst the most
entle, refined, kind-hearted and willin
Christian people to be found anywhere ; acc
most generous to us and to distant churches
since ever they could earn a shilling. They
have paid iarge sums for printing and bind-
ing works of serviptwe and for M fen
houses, churches, and schoo! houses mnatersi,
and for houscr, boats, 1anks, etc., upon their
owa island ; have manned one large Mission
boat without any charge, (except fuod and
certain, small personul lesses sustained by
them) for over nincteen years, have per-
formed much labor in building keeping up
Mission building, school-houszes and making
of roads aud travelling over the island wiath
me to visit hesthen and Christian tribes and
carry medicine and BEuropean food to the
sick and dying, and huve hundreds of times
jutinerated without wme to preach to the
heathen, orspeak, or pray with them as soon
asaltowed, and they have gone with we to
settle out teachers, and visit them again
wheu sick, or to remove the poor widow and
children when death bad taken away the
husband and father, asd in how many other
ways they have aided us in ourdesive to xd-
vance God’s work among their degraded
countrymen. I cannoteven attempt to tell
nor will the Church ever know haif of what
they have done for heradvancement here or
to make our work, humanly speaking,
possible. '

But God-rewards all work done for the ex-
teusion of His Son’s Kingdom, and the good
of His people. He will not forget the work
g0 frecly performéd-by many Erromangaus,
however obscure they may be, and however
humble the’ service rendered. We have
passed long siq‘cé beyond the more stirring
and stimulating geriod-of the Miesion cause
at Erromanga, that is, t)me exciting time
whea the peoplp are chapging sides—are
leaving, in lr.c pumbers, the heathen party
and are joining the army of Christ and when,
in the full flush of enthusiastic zeal aad
warm first-love, oneonly requires to manage
and plan, and lead, and thoy will he found
ready and willing for any amount of mission
work ; and nothing is considered too much,
or difficult, or too d ngerous for them if
thereby they believe they can advance the
Mission cange, put down heathenism, glorify
God and please their misrionary and his
Church.

We bad our fnll share of those years on
thisisland. Ihave seen 200 people atthe
command of Norowo, a powerful old chief
for a Now Hebridian chief, and a fearless,
cruel old warrior, come forward in perfest

quiet and regular order, and lay down at my
feet all the chief’s and ull their own heathen
relics, of whatever kind. and after the Chief
had first dene so himeelf in the presence of
all his own people and before all my party
who accomp-nied me, they declared their de-
termination to give up f wever all hecethenism
and accept the religion of the Bible, That
was a grand sight wasitnot? We see no
sight like that nww simply becanse we have
passed the rapit trausition period and we
have long si ce entered upon the quict, less
showy, but quite as progressive, and perhaps,
more r-liable stage of planting a Church in
this distant and surpas-ingly beautiful
island ; which oh acconnt of the tragic scenes
which witnessed the brave attemp:s made
by those devoted and self-denying men and
women who in the face of opposition of sav
age men who secemed more hike devils than
bhuman beings, attempted to establish and
tot up the Kingdom of Christ—an island
which on account of its usique and tragic
bistory must ever be regarded with undying,
interest by a'l Christians everywhere while
the world lasts.

We saw over 500 people assemble in July,
1852, here, to witness the celebration of the
Lord’s Supper, aud when our little Martyr's
Memorial Church was found too small for
the congregation that moroing, we meton
the green sward ! se by,where the first Er-
romargan Elders were ordcined, and where
200 men and women, all Erromangans, sat
down together in peifect quietness and hap-
})}ncss to show forth the Lord’s death till

€ come.

But the one fact which made that neve
er-to be-forgatten meeting of such intense
in‘erest was that until very shortly bhefore
that grand and solemn sight mauny of the old
meo who sat down that morning to remem-
ber Christ till ke come again, were deadly
encmies, aud when at any time they did
meet it was on the battle field, in contesting
for a blondy crown with battleaxe, club,
spear, or the more refiued <savages’ breech-
loader which differed only inone particular
from the blackman’s club or spear, namely,
that it destroyed more precious lives—de
stroyed God’s image in His people !

At the Communion of July, 1852, two
sons and one nephew «f Kowiowi (the man
who murdered Jobn Williams on the 20th
Nov. 1839) sat together at the Lord’s Sup-
per, and there were some present who bad
been cannibale, and an old man who wit-
nessed the Martyrdom of Williams. He
also was blamed for being one of those chiefs
who resolved that James D. Gordon’s life
must be taken in order toatop the Gospel
spreading.  He also murdered o teacher the
very day James Gordon fell a martyr, avd ho

.
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was party to a plot to drive Mrs. Robertson
apd our mfant cLild with all who dared to
befriend us into the sea at widnight if I
would not promise to give up speaking in
the name of Jesus to the heatlien on Krro-
manga.

Strange request.  Why what were my
marching orders but to speak and teach in
in the nume of Jesus ? Well, with 199 of
his countrymen, inclading our two firsy
elders, our trusry and dear feiends Yomot
and Atnello,this old man, K owiewi-Nasor,sat
down that memorable day in July, 1882, in
sight of the graves of some of the martyrs,to
take the cup of Salvation into his hands,
accustomed only to the club and battle-axe,
spear and bow aud ariows, But no more
devout person sat down at the Lord’s table
that day than this old man, and he con.
tioued faithful, kind and hvmble until his
death which took place in April, 1883.

To cur friendsin the more northern is-
lands we must yicld the more exciting and
eventful work of pressing into the Chiistian
ranks and leaving hcathenism professealy
and of joining the membership of the Church
in large larpge numbers and_rapidly.  Like
Aneityum, Aniwa, Bfate, Nguna and Emei,
Erromanpa hos passed through all that, has
had its day of excitement, and now we are
in,T think, the far more solid and encouray-
ing period or stage, and which must come if
mutters are to advance in their regular and
natural and healthy order, namely, the lay-
ing of a bread, streng. solid and sure found.-
atien upon which to establish another bran-h
of the Church of Christ in these seas, and
then to go forward Dbuilding the edifice
thereon not for the few now gathered into
the membership of the Chureh, not to please
our supporicrs at home by a showy, weak
Church, made up largeiy of weak. sickly
members, ignorautand fuli of the ald leaven,
but strong in point of numbers, but on the
contrary, as I have said to establish a solid
foundation for the future Church which
shall be permanent or all the toil and men
and money for years expended upon it by the
Chur:hes at home have been simply thrown
away. At least such has always been my
view of this imp:rtant matter.

Along with all T have suggested we of
course should aim at making our native
churches, seli-supportiog, but our circum.
stances out here are all peculiar, and all most
unfavorable for makirg the native Church
self-supporting. Ineed oot to you enter into
the many difficulties we aro sure to meet in
attempting anything of the kind ; you know
well what our islanders are, and what they,
are not, nor nover will bo. You know the
islands are smail, the populations small on
all the islands, and that the chiefs have

miserably little influence, especially for good
when they have up heathenism themselves
and joined the Christian partv, and that
while in heathenism they wiclded no moral
influence from their position, or force of
character, but that their pow. r and influence
were almost entirely brute force.

The eommon prople feared the chief be-
cause they conld ovder that some cowardly
fellow shonld murder thein at might when
they were in a deep sleep, and besides the
murderer was some person who they koew
well and seemed quite friendly to them so
that they never kuew whom to depend upon
sad hence suspected cveryone, and were in
cangequence always kept in a stote of fear
and unrest. Sleeping one r ght in one plase
and the next night somewhere clee, aud ris.
ing at the flapping of o bird’s wing.

What o state to live in for a life time !
And how frequently I have seen the men
who were trave'ling with me when this
island was almost entirely heathen, spring
with one bound to their feet at midnight
fiom their sleeping inates at the noise made
by the failing of some dead branch of a tree,
or the cry of sone avild-cat, and grasp their
battle axe, cluk, or gun, ready to defend
themeselves and me.

‘Then there is no such thing as a Govern-
ment in the New lleorides, or no form of
rule of any kind, nvlaws, ne one man so
nuch above his fellow islanders in any way
a< to fit him for the position of King, even
if the people were agrecable to such & thing.

There is no such a thing as compuleory
education., Every child does just as it
pleases and no Chief or parent can compel
s child to go tosthool.  If the child chooses
to go it will go, but if not not it will stay at
home, and if the parent speaks even most
gently to the child ahout not doing what it
was told the child at once leaves its parents
p'ace, and runs off to some uncle or other
relation or friend, who immediately pets it
makes food for it, and probably prowls
about at night with his bow and arrows to
to have a shot at the child’sfather for darine
to speak firmly to his son—for all little boys
are chiefs! With such a state of matters
how is it possible for avy ordivary Mission-
ary to make the native Chureh self-sup-
porting?

But with a strong, righteous governmeat,
compulsory education and commerce, which
would make market for everything a poor
convert had tosell, we could easily make the
Church self-snpporting.

But since we cannot do that we must be
content to do what is possible and a great
deal is postible, to do that I have all along
the attempted my very best. I have kept as
people showing that they ehould not be re-
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ligious paupers and must ot be such in my } is all right, he will never give us a sore
time, that they had abundance of stulf not | heart.”  Ten to one if yuu do you will hear
atilized upon their owndand, and that they | somethingt 1 ext day about him that will al-
must contribute m part co the support of the | most crush yon. <They are Soutk Sea Island
Missien and pay back in time every shilling ! Christiaus,and we ought never toforget that.
the British and Foreign Bible Society bad i But I am sure our Lrromanga Christians
expended for printing and binding books of | are as nice pecple and as interesting now to
Scripture for them, and it is known to the | hve and kibor amang as those of any of the
Church that I have in a cousiderable meas | New Hebrides, ard the Island and our West
ure succecded. Mission Strtion, Dillow’s Bay, are very

Our Err gaus have, [ lev in their y charming so far as beauty goes.
adverse circumstances, done nobly and they ' Kindest regards to all,
must now and hencetorth do more, which | Ever sincerely yours,
will Lless others and benefit themselves by | H. A. Rouenrtsox.
digging up the miscrable selffishness out of P
their natuies.

it must be done and vow is the time. But, ) LETTER FROM MRS. McKENZIE.
dear friend, whut a lester tiiis, full and yet
so cmpty ! I do nat expect you to read it all Eraxor, Efate, July 22, 1891,
at once, it is not worth it, but when youare | 3y Dear Mrs. Rice :—) am as usnal very
weary after a lung busy day in your office { \yciy Lehind with my writing, I can only
and canuot sleep, just take wp this docn-y ot it done by snatching a few minutes now
ment and read & bit of it toput you te sleep. . 1n g again fiom other thiegs. Thisis Wed-
Please do not read it to the Board unless you uesday. We had arvanged to go to Filn,bug
wish to break up the meeting and cause the j ppo 00 2nd wind has pre\'cnteod us, so I am
| trying to get a little writing done.

members to vesign, and m-scall me for
spending valiable tiine writing such a letter. | “ v hadMr. and Mrs. Watt, who were in

PENLANg N nE Fue ! ad Mr. Mrs. , who
But it is s long snce I have written you I{ ¢+3nada 3 short time last winter, with us z
night on their way North. Then we werea

got rumning oun until I seemed unable to
stop. We remember with intense interest | 2000 deal together on onr way to and from,
also during, the meeting of Synod.

all of you dear fricnds in Canada, and with
We had a large meeting of Synod, this

what love and with what intevest we dwell
upon our never-to-be-forgotven visit to Can- year. All the missionaries, their wives and
families, who were then in the group, were

ada in 1883-S4. .
I must now close abruptly. We expect present, except one.
Itis refreshing to meet with kindred

the 5. S. Corydon from the South daily now. |
This steamer arrangement is a great improv- spirits. You at “home canuot understand
this, Wefind it simply delightful, after

ment in the old Dayspring. A monthly
i weeks and months of battling with heathen-

mail, just thiok of it !
What a charming “weather (our winter) we ! jsm to lay all aside for a time and join in
are having, amd how time is flying past.  On [ gweet converse with those svho have a fellow
the 11th of next month I will be twenty ! feeling with us. But would not have it so
years orduined, amt before this reaches you { qlways. As the days are pising by we
1 shall have, it spared, crossed the Ruliean. | feel a longing to take up the work we™ have
But yesterday ivseems I was a woy and now | Jaid down.
Tam heginning to be an old man. “ But L do |~ The only unpleasantness connceted with
not feel old,especially when Iam in the en- { our meeting was the discomfort aboard the
Joyment of good healch. steamer. She has only acemmmodation for o
Notwithstanding the evils done to this { amall number of passangers, but we weve a
island by the infameus Queensland “labor { large compavy. A good many slept on deck,
trafilc” we pever have bud more enccourages ¢ but some who were afraid of the exposure
mentor more comfort in our work than we | on deck slept on the salaon floor. -
had of late in our island, and never have our 1 We are having a number of visitors from
people seemed more willing to assist usin j the Colonies since the steamer begaa to run,
the work ; nor have they ever been more ¢ and some of the missionaries whose children
pleasant and considerate, not an outstanding y are in Australia at school are havisg them
feature of native character in these seas cer- | down for a holiday. The Robertsons had
tainly. ’ theirs down for Christmas holidays, and
But natives are strong contrests to them- | now Mr. and Mrs. McDonald, who have
selves 80 that we are never surprised at any | just returned frum a few month’s furlough,
thing they do, though often deeply grieved | have brought their children all with them.
by their conduct. %’ou cannever place your | Another result of the steam service is a
hand upon & native acd say, ‘“Well this man | number of young and middle aged men
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settling on  the islands. Santo seems to
have the largest shave of them,

We have none of our children with us.
They are all in Australis. We sent our lit-
tle Alice upin December with Dr. and Mrs,
Gunn. A lady said to me, “O Mrs. McKen-

zie how can you part with your last child "’

but you know we are promised grace accord-
in;{ to our needs,

Ve had delightful weather for a few
weeks,but Monday night a chnnge came and
it is now cold and wet. ‘The poor natives
feel there changes very keenly. Owing to
their careless habits they often contract ill-
ness at such times. . . . .

Believe me with much love,
Yours sincerely,
AMANDA MACKENZIE,

Trinidad.
TETTER FROM REV. DR, MORTON.

Trxarryy, Seer, 23, 15891,
For the Mavitime.

Sept. 12th and 13.—I visited Sangre
Airande. This is a place 24 iles inland from
Tunapuna and 32 from Port of Spain. As the
Island 1s here about 40 miles across, it is but
S miles from the Atlantic Occan,  Paul
Bhukhan accompanied me. We travelled s
miles to Arnma by rail and the rest of the
way in a very light uncovered two-wheeler,
+On the first 7 nules we forded five vivers. Up
to that print the road was good and the
scenery interesting.  After that for some
miles the soil is sandy, in places a dead
straght level, remindmg me of the sandy
plains of Aylesford over which I drove twen-
ty-reven years ago.

At Nangre Grande is a Rest-house, in care
of a policeman, and kept up by Governmwent,
There is a fixed scale of charges.  These
rest-houses are a great convenience in places
such axthis.  Leaving our horse, Bhukhan
went furward a mile, and'I rode on another
animal two miles to explore a side valley.
found the <oil rich, and for the most part
beautifully planted with cacao. The people
are chiefly West Indians und scattered on
their holdings.

At 5.30 I returned to Swngre Grande where
Bhukhan had advised the pecple of my com-
ing and got a number together. I opened a
school here three months ago, and the effect
on the adults seems to be good as they lis-
tened with much greater attention than on
mylast vist. At S p. m. I returned to the
rest house ; but Bhukhan. sat up with some
of the people till past midnight and slept at
the teacher’s house.

| In the morning we examined the school at

which tweuty-gix were present, reclassitied
Vit, settled some disputes between husbands
{ and wives, laid down the Christian law
wbout drinking rum and smoking Indian
hemp, and then turned homeward. On the
way we sepurated for two hours work, thus
walking about three miles. The road shows
i the country to disadvantage. 7The lower
; levels and valleys are rich, well watered and
, planted chiefly with cacao «nd coffee. It is
| proposed to carry the Arima rail forward to
the Last coast, to the South, however, of the
carriage way and just touchiog the Southern
edve of the Sangre Grande settlement., 1t
will not be wise to spend much in buildings
till the railway is located or built, as it may
alter the centres of population. I propose to
spend a week in this district next dry season
to acquire a hetter knowledge of the side
roads and settlements. What gives impor-
| tance t0 places bke thi is that the people
1 are settling on Crown lands, that the land is
{ good, that many of the people knew the
wotk of cur Mission, before they left the
| sugar estates to settle heve,and they will ex-
ersa very important jvfluence in the future.

Sabbath, Sept. 16, I spent in Chaguanas.
In the morning I went to Kakandi settle
ment on the margin of the Grande Savaona.
For two iniles the rcad was a wmere track
through tall grass. I had to dismount sev-

era! tunes to get my mule over deep canals
i with enly a log across them. At length I
: came to rice fields all under water, and a
| stream that had carried away the passeuger’s
|log. John Ganssh my Catechist heve for-
" tunately met me. He wears the native
| clothes ar.d no shoes, so with his kapara
tucked up to his thighs he fears neither mud
nor water. He was a soldier in India, is
over six feet high, and fertile in resources,
s0 he carried we over on his back., We met
in a shed thatched with palin leaves and
without walls. Into this shelter seventy-
five persons were packed. To one of the
posts a cock was tied which plumed its
; fenthers close to my feet during the service,

while several dogs lay at their master’s feet.

This was my first meeting in this settlement
i but my Catechist had often been among the
I peaple.  They listened well and asked a

vumber of important questions. No objec-

tion was raised even a prominent Mo-
bammedan remarkiog, “The Commandments
j are good, hut we have brokeu every one of
them, tell us how our sin is to Le taken
away.” This was the vory poivt I was com.
ing to_man's guilt and God’s mercy in

Chirist Jesus. So I preached the Gospel to

them, At theclose I catechised the child-

ren, and thote who in the dry season at-
ltcnded the Charlie Ville school answered
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well, They knew about the Creator,the crea- !

tion, the fall and the Sasiour.
Jony Moxrrox.

REV. JOHN Mc¢NEILLS RETURN.

Our readers will remember that Rev, John
McNeill, of London, met with a sore afilic.
tion not long since. His wife died leaving
several small children. His congregation
gave him a few months leave of absence,
during which he visited Cavada and the
United States.

The British Weekly gives the following
with regard to his firet Sabbath after his re.
turn. Some of his words are very sweet.

“The Rev. John McNeill returned last
weck from his visit to America, and accupi-
ed his pulpit at Regent squave on Sunday
last. Very large congregations filled the
church to overflowing at both diets of wor-
sk1p  Mr. McNeill spoke throughout iu
subdued toncs, and made several references
to thisrecent bertavement. In a beautiful

rayer hefore the sermon he spoke of the
glessed dead—**Their Saviour is their ceme.
tery, how sweet must be their rost.”

After the usual intimations, Mr. McNeill
expressed his grateful thauks to his office-
bearers and congregation for their forbear-
ance in giving him such a long rest, *I
was never 80 long idlein my hie. In ny
new experieuce of trouble I have alse ex-
perienced the preat kindness and sympathy
of this people.”

The text was John xiv. 14, Here the
Son of God is obeying the command *Com-
fort ye, comfort ye My pcopie.” [ never
knew how deep was the comfort of this chap-
ter until T had to bend over a bedful of
motheriess bairns.  The heart of all tiouble
is heart trouble, and the lightening of it is
heart’s euse.

1. The first item of ¢ mfort here iz faith
in God. Ifever I should be used as the
mouthpiece of God to His hist wrical people,
this is the text I should select, “Ye believe
in God, believe also in Me.” Christ has
brought us no new religion, but something
more—a glorious big plus to all God has al-
ready said.

2," “Inmy Father's house are many man.
sions.” When Jesus was doing His best to
comfort, He spoke about heaven. There is
a sense of rootu aud of rest 1 His words.
The American prairies are being peopled
with a nation of different races. \What is
the attraction :  Room and rest. I can per-
sonally testify that there is room.

3. "“I would have told you.” Thisis an
aside with a word of meaning in i1t. What
grotesque questions my children have asked
about the place to which their mother hags

Scotid

.where I'm wanted."

gone ! And we ask, “When we get there
shall we know our frizods, our own selves?”
Jesus anewers, *“Did I ever say you would
not?”

4 “l go to prepare a place for you.”
Jesus never minimised His going, but He
puts it in the sweetest way. He i going
away to do svmething for us, and He'll be
back soon. Just as a mother says, ‘I must
go and see after these things; be good child-
ren, and I’ll be back so-m, and see” what 1'l1
bring you.” Jesnsstill talks of hcavenasa
place.  You are placed here and spaced here,
and He will place and space you there. We
shall be together. You Peter, you Thomas,
though there willmot be a soul of you to
w&]:}; My dying lips—I will veceive you to my
self.

These forty days after the Resurrection
were a weaning time. He would withdraw
the breasts of cunsolation gently. He is in
the next room, and the dvor is open between,
and at first He came back and back to His
children. Don't let us say, “I waut to see
Hisface.” He hasa deal to do in that next
room for us, and we must lic still and be
patient.

THE BOY WHO WAS WAXNTED.

“Well, I've found out ove thing,” said
Jack, as he came to his mother, hor, tired
and dusty.

“What is that ?” sho asked.
many boys in the

-

““That there are a gredt
world.”

“Didw’t you kuow that before ¥

“Partly ; but I didu’c know there were so
many more than are wanted.”

“What makes you think 8o ?',

“Because I've been “round and ’ronnd till
I am worn out, trying to find a place to
work. Wherever I go thereare more boys
than places. Doecsn’c that show that there
are too many boys*”

“Not exactly,” said his mother, with a

smile. It depends entirely on the kind of
boy. A good boy is always wanted somo
where.”

“Well, if I'ma g?od boy, I wish I knew

‘“‘Patience, patience, my boy. In sucha
great world as this is, with s0 many places
50 many buys, it is nu wonder some of them
do not find their places at once. But be
vety sure, dear,™ as she laid a very aress-
ing hand on his arm, “that eve-y boy who
wants a chance to dv fair, honest work will
find it.”

“That's the kind of work I want to do,”
said Jack. ‘I don't want anybody’s money
for nothing. Let me sce— what have I got
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to ofter? All the schooling aud all the wits
T’ve been able to get up in thirtcen years,
gond stout hands, and a civil tongue.”

**And a mind aund heart
ful duty,” suggested his mother.

“I hope su,” said Juek. 1 remember
father used to say; ‘Justas soon a8 you um-
dertake to wotk for any one, you must bear
in mind that you have sold yourself to him |
for the given time. Your time, your
strength, your energy ave his, and your best |
efforts to seck his interest in every way, are |
his due.”

The earvest toue in which tke boy spoke!
seemed to give an assurance that he would |

~at
frin

pay good heed to the words of the fathcr]

whnse counsel conld no more reach him.

For two or three daya longer, Jack had
reason to hald hisopivien that there were
more boys than the world wanted, at the
end of which titre he met a business man,
who, questioning hiw closely, said :

“There vre a great rany applications for
the place, but the greater number of the:
boys come and sty a short time, and then X
leave if they think they can do 2 little het
ter. When a boy gets used to our routes
and customers, we want lum to stay. If H
yea will agree to stay at least three yeers,
e will agree to pay you three dollars a
week as errand boy.” .

«That is just what I wanted to do, sir,” !
said Jack, eagerly. So he was mst:}]led,mld
proud cnough he was at bringing his wages
home every Saturday might, and realizing
that, small as they were. the regular help
was of great value to lus mother. X

It is not: tu be wondered at that the faith-
ful carrying out of lus father’s admonition
afterawhile attracted the attention not only
of his emplayers, but of others with whowm
Tie was brought into contact m the pursuit
of his duties. Ope diy he was asked into
the oflice of Mr. Lang,a gentleman to whom
he frequently cavried parcels of value.

“Have you ever thought of changing your
gituation ¥ asked Mr. Lang.

«No sir.” said Jack.

«Perhaps you could do I)e.tter,’_’ sad the
otlier. “I want a boy who is (!lll(’k and in-
telligent, and who can be rehcd on, and,
rom what I see of you, 1 think you are that
sort of boy. _T want you to drivea delivery
Wagua, and I will pay you five dollars o
werk.]: ened wide.

ack’s eyes O ride. e

Hlt s w%udclgfnlly good pay, sir, for a hoy
like me, I'm sure. But I promised to keep
on with Mr. il for three years, and the
gecond year is only just begun.’

«Well, have you mgned a regular agree-

ment with Mr, Hill?

1y
#No, sir; I told him I would stay.’

“You bave a mother to assist, you told
me. Couldn t you tell Mr. Hill that you
feel obliged to do hetter when you have a

on doing faith- ; chance 7’

1 don’t believe I could,” said Jack, look-
ing with his straight frank guze into tho
gentleman’s face.

“You see, ¢ir, if I broke mwy word with
him I shouldn’t be the kind of boy to be re-

{ lied on that you waunt.”

I guess you are about right,” said Mr.
Lang with a laugh. “Come and eee me

{ when your time is out ; I dare say I shall

want you then.”

Jack went home very much stirred by
what had been said to him,

After all, could it be wrong to go where
he conld do so much better? Was it not
really his duty to obtain it, and to drive a
wagon instead of trudging wearily along the
streets? They had never felt so hot and
dusty as ti.ey did just now, when he might
escape fiom the tiresome routine,  Might,
but how ? By the sacrtice of his pledged
word. By selling his trath and his henor.
8o strongly did the retiection foree itself up-
on him that when he told his mother of the
offer'he had received, he merely added :

“It would be a grand good thing if X could
take it ; wauldn't it mother?”

“Yes, it wonld.”

“Some boys would change without think-
ing of let ing.a promise stand in thetr way.”

*Yes, but that is the kind of boy, who,
sooner or fater, is not wanted. It is because
you are not that sort of a boy, that you
are wauted nosw,”

Jack worked away, doing such good work,
as he becme move amd more acenstomed to
his sitwation, that hie¢ mother sometimes
wondered that Mr. Hill, who seemed always
kindly intercsted in him, never appeared tn
thisk of vaising his pay. This, however,
was not Mr. Hill’s way of doing things, even
though he showed an inereasing disposition
to trust Jack with important business.

So the boy trudged through tue three
years, at the end ot them having been trust-
ed far more than is usually the case with
errand boys. iehad never forgotten the
offer made by Mr. Lang, and oue day, meet-
ing that gentleman on the street, ventured
to remind hum that his present engagement
was nearly ont, adding:

“You epoke to me about driving the wag-
on, sir.”

*Ah, so 1 did, but you are older now and
worth more. Call round and see me.”

One Sasurday evening soon after Jack lin-
pered in Mr. Hill’s oftice after the other er-
rand boys had been paid and gone away.

“My three years are up, to-night, si1,”
he said.
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“Yes, they ave,” suid Mr. Hill, looking at
him as if he had remembered it.

“Will you give me a recommendation to
some one else, 8ir.”

“Well, I will, if you are sure that you
want to Jeave me,”

“T did not know that you wanted me to
stay, but"—he hesitated, and then went on
—*my mother is a widow, and I feel a3
though I ought to do the Lest I can for ber,
and Mr. Lang told me to call on him.”

“H.s Mr. Lang ever made you an offer ¥”

Jack told him what Mr, Lang had said
nearly tivo years ago.

“Why didn’c y. u go then *” said Mr, Hill,

“Becauee I had promised to stay with
yon : but you wouldn’t blame me for trying
to better wyself now?’

“Not a bit of it. Are you tired of rununing
errands?” .

1'd rather ride than walk,” siid Jack,
with a smile. .

I think it were about time you weve do-
ing better than cither. Perhaps you think
you have becn doing this_faithful work for
me through these years, for next to nothing,
but, if so, yoa are mistaken. You have
been doing better work than merely running
crrands. You have been serving an appren-
ticeship to trustand honesty. I kxow you
now to bea straight forward, reliable boy,
and it takes time to learn that. It is your
capital, and you ought to begin to realize on
it. You way talk to Me. Lang if you wish,
but I will give you 8 place in the office with
a salary of six hundrel for the first year,
with the prospect of a raise after that.”

Jack did not g» to see Mr. Lang, but
straight to his mother with a shout and a
bound.

“You're right, your right, mothes ! he
cried. ¢“No more hard work for you moth.
er. I'm wanted, see! Wanted enough
to get good pay, and all the hardest part
over.—Congregationalist

WHAT MANY CHRISTIANS NEED.

By REV. THEODORE L. CUYLER.

The man who is emsty himself cannot fill
others. The professed Christian who can
hardly-stand up on his fect is not likely to
do much effective work in his Master’s vine-
yard. How can the poor brother who is
trying to keep his farthing candle from be-
ing blown out, how can he so ‘‘shine as to
glorify God,” and be an illuminator to guide
other people to the Saviour? Such feeble,
gasping Christians, may count on a church
roll, but they count for very little anywhere
else. There is.but one cure. for this apiritn-
al emptiness. , It is not to at{end more pray-

cr meetings or hear more preaching, for put.
ting sermons into some souls islike pouring
water into a s eve.  What such empty »ouls
need is a fresh inpouring of the Spirit of
Christ, for Jesus tells us that He came not
ouly to give life, but that these who have it
“may have it more abundantly.

(1) Those who really want this more ab-
undant hfe, and seek aright for it, can havo
it ; and one mark will be an increase of faith,
The disciples asked for such an inct. ase and
30 may we. A feeble faith may move a
mole-hill, but it cannot stir & mountain. It
can say “‘perhaps God may hear, or perhaps
I can do some g-0d, or perhaps 1 may get
out of the quagmire of Houblsmul debility.’,
Now faith is just the taking in of Christ in-
to the soul, and the more of Christ the mora
strength. To grapple with *‘stubborn sing,”
to conquer debilitating foubts, to carry a
heavy load, to take hold of “hard cases”
and try to bring them to Christ, to do all
such feats is given to those who are filled
with might in the inner inan,  Luther spent
three hours a day m prayer that he might
have the stamina for his wrestle with the
giant on_ “‘the seven hilis.” Charles (.
Ifinney tells us in his autobiography how he
was once pleading with God to remove the
d.fliculties that obstructed his path, untii he
says that ¢ his flesh trembled on his bones
and he shook from head to foot ” Then
there came a full tide of assurance into his
soul, a “‘great iifting up,” and a swect culin
of entire trust ; from that reom he went
forth into one of the moss powerful revivals
that he ever witnessed, and the whole town
of A——was moved by his preacling. Spar-
geon used to give an account of # blunt and
earnest mimster— somewhat of the sime
fibre as John McNeill—who was sent ntoa
desperately irreligivus region. He calied
togethee the people. and in bis first sermon
hesaid: *Look here, my friends, yon mey
wriggle and twist and set yourselves agaiust
this'Gospel as much as you like, but before
this time twelve-month hundreds of souls
will be converted here. T have asked this
of the Lord, and He has given it to me.’
Spurgeon says that the sturdy faith of this
bold man of prayer received its reward. and
within the year there were several hundreds
of hopeful conversions. The pastor who be-
lievingly asks for a rich harvest this year,
and soaks his Gospel-seed in prayer, will
not come into the Lord’s barns with an emp-
ty wogon. Let the Sundoy-school teachcr
pin this promise into hisor her ¢lass-boak :
"zlﬂ} things are possible to him that believ-
eth.”

(2) With this increase of faith will come
an increasé of spiritual vigor. When X
found that a tree in my yard bore more blos-
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toms than fruit, I had the gardener dig
around it, and put n bushel or two of fertil-
izer to reach its roots, and the next July it
was crimsoned on overy limh with gipe cher-
ries.  Tho more abundunt life in the tree
yiclded the moreabundant fruit. The simple
reason why a Christinn does not yield the
fruits of the Spirizis the lack of inward
vigor. ‘I'he soil of his soul has  Lecome im-
poverished, He needs the tillage of prayer
and honest self exnwmination, the subsoiling
of repentance and & new inpouring of the
Spirie of Christ,  “‘If a manalide in Me, he
shall bring forth much frujt.”

It is the debilitated folks wha cateh all
the fevers that ave going, and a physician
can do little for a patient who has not vital-
ity enough to slough off the disease. An
inumense proportion of all our church-mem-
bers are in the hospitals, or off on furlough,
or too feeble to curey a weapon  Their di-
sease is a Jow ritality , and some are dying
of *“‘heart failure ™ “The only vecovery of all
these pitiable invalids must come from the
tone which Jesns Christ gives when He gives
His gquickening Spivit  There is reully no
guch thing as a gennine revival for a  Chris-
tian or fr a church except by a living again
of Christin their souls, and a }iving again
for Christ in their daily conduct. Listen,
oh, ye invalids and impotent folk and idlers,
to this trnmpet call of the Master, < amn
come that ye might have life, and that ye
wmay have it more abundantly !’

{3) With this increased vigor of heavt-
Iffe will come more grnuine joy. There is
no sunshine for those who will keep their
shutters harred.  Joy is not gained by the
asking for it, but only by the acting for it ;
we have got to walk with Christ if we want
to walk in the sunshine. There is a_miser-
able lot of moping and grumbling and sour-
spirited Christin s who disgrace the name
they bear I one of this sorry regiment
shuuld ask a shrewd man of the world to
embrace Christianity, he might well reply :
“No, I thank you, I have troubles enough
now withoug being troubles’  with such a
peevish and doleful religior as yours seems
to be.” What a letter of recommendation
some Chiristians earry in their cheerful covn-
tepances ! What a brace of joyous prisoners
were those two Apostles who sang their duet
down in Philippis dungeon at midnight
Those early Christisns managed t> draw oil
out of the flintiest rocks, and the blagk waves
of persecution phosphoresced with the spar-
kles of bright joy. They were filled with
Christ, aud so their joy was hbinming over.
‘Now here ore three things which thousands
of those who ¢all themselves Christians nend;
and these three things—more faith, more
vigor, and more joy-<are all within your

reach. Your Lord and Saviour offers to you
them all when He offers to you an_“‘abun.
dant life.”  Are you ready to let Him be-
stowsit in His own way and eon His own
terms? Then it is yours!

THE TRUSTWORTHINESS OF THE
BIBLE.

BY REV. G. B, I[ALLOCK.

“Secarch the Scriptures; thoy testify of
me ; trust the testimony.”  Practically, this
ig what Christ said.  But if the so called
Higher Critics are right, then one thing is
sure, that Christ made a great mistake when
he placed that Bible “‘scarch-warront” and
“trust-woarrant” in the hands of all—even
the simp’e minded folk and just commown
people that most of us are. ‘To be sure, if
it could be truly said, “The Bible is the
Word of30d,” his intended revelation and
wessage to men, it would bo safe enough for
any of us to read it ; but as soon as all that
can be said i5 that the Bible “contains the
Word of God,” we must se¢ that there is
danger.

“Coutains” asserts that part is truly God's
Word ; but that very statement means that
the other partis not. And it is plain that
the very moment it becomes clear that part
is not, 1t also becomes clear that the book is
untrustworthy and unsafe for unlearned and
common folk to handle—at least until we
have had some Highest Critic, some Yope
among crities, or some authoritative commis-

_sion, or committee of critics, to %o through

the hook, draw the line and plainly tell us
just what partsare and what parts are not
from God.

Tor example, supposc yourself the com-
mander of a ship that needed a pilot. A
man ¢ mes and offers his services. Under
great vesponsibility for lives and cargo you
wish to be very careful, and you earnestly
ask, ‘“Are you o first classpilot? Have you
papers to show 2’ Handivg you his papers,
you reed 3 ““This man is a pilot. He knows
the channel nearly all the way. He has nev-
er lost but one schooner and three fishing
smacks !’ You turn to him: ““Why, mou,
you will never do. I wantnot a pi‘ot some-
what trustworthy. I want one, and no oth-
er than one, who cau be absolutely relied
upon to safely guide us every league of the
way, through every curreat, past every reck
and shoal, until weare brought most secure-
ly into the desired haven.” "No one wants a
pilct partly reliable. So no one wants a
Bible partly reliable. Purtly reliable is
simply unreliable. Half truth is error.
Half falsehood is falschood. .

But how can men dave to bring any such.
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charge against God’s Word? Tt is Christ
himsetf who puts the Book into our hands,
saying @ ““Search the Scriptures ;™ and what
they testify, trust.  Is it not time for earn-
est souls to put away all thought of fear in
regard tothe Bible? It has survived nany
previous attempts to set it aside, or to low-
er the measure of its meaning, its authority,
its inspiration, and it will do so again. . Let
no one tremblo for its safety. God will take
care of His own Book. Tustead, we have
every reason for confidence and hope. “The
Word of the Lovd is t1ied.” It has stood,
and will stand, every test, and commend it.
self alike to our heats, and our re.son.
Search it and trast it, fellow Christian.
Make it the man of your counsel and your
guide. You may trust it supremely, entive-
ly, as the one “parchment roll > able to di-
rect you every step of the way from the City
of Destruction up to the shining gutes of the
heavenly home. It is s.fo to live by ; it is
safe to die by. It is reliable. It is well
tested.  You can afford to trustit. It will
not fail you.

“Accept the glid tidings,

The warningsand chidings,

Found in this volume of heaveuly lore ;
With faith that's unfailing,
And love all prevailing,
Trust in its promise oflife evermore.”

JESUS WANTS YOU.

BY REV. THEODORE L. CUYLER.

Are you secking Christ? Then let me
tell you that Jesus is also seeking you ; nay,
He will miss youif you do not give your
heart and your life to Him. As the shep-
herd, in the beautiful pa-able, left the ninety
and nine to hunt after the single straggler,
g0 you must be sure that Jesus wants you
in His fold and wants you in heaven. If
you throw away your chauce of salvation
and die without Him, there will be one more
soulin hell. But if He is left without you,
there will be one soul less to chant His praises
in the heavenly throng ; He will have one
the less present before His Father ‘“‘with
exceeding joy.” Thereis a prodigious en.
couragement in the fact that the Saviour is
80 intent to find you ; and it ought uot to be
loog befare you who are seeking Christ, and
the Christ who is seeking you, come to-
gether.

On your part there must be genuine re-
pentance. The only genuine repentance is
that which cuts up favorite sins by the
roots. As it is not enough to ge% weeds out
of g garden unless you plant the seeds of
Bowers and fraits in their place, s0 the quit-

ting of old sins willavail you little wnless
you begin to do Christ's will, Do not wasto
time in waiting for sume harrowing sorrow,
or distiess, or some thunderclap of oxcite:
ment.  Fears do not save a soul : Felix was
frighteucd, but he did not flee to that Sav-
jour whom Paul preached. I have seen a
drunkard, in s sober mowents, tremble
with anguish, and yet he went straight
back to his bottle. You may have been al-
armed again and again ander a futhful ser-
mon, or when you were thinking about dy-
ing impenitent ; but the fear vamshed like
an ugly dream. Bmnotion does not save.
Faith saves ; and the real essence of faith is
the entire letting go of self and the cleaving
to Jesus only. T'o put self under foot, even
to the abandoning of any self-righteous idea
of saving ourselves by church going, Bible-
reading, praying, orany other good deed, is
essential to a right trust in Jesus Clinat.
You cannot hang your hopes on two hooks
atonre. Nothuigon self ; everything on
Christ, must be our motto,

Imme+diate surrender to Jesus brings im-
mediate salvation. Nearly cvery convers

‘sion recorded in the Bible was z sudden coa-

version, orat any rate it was quick, prompt
work. Asa converted man once said to good
old Doctor Wisner of I:haca: *I found
that accepting Ghrist was ouly a woment's
work assoonas I was in ewnest.” When
you heartily trust Christus an atoning Sav-
iour, and begin to obey Him. He euntrusts
Himself with you. As soon as you give
yourself to Jesus, you will find that Jesus
bas %iven Himself to you, and then there
will be joy on both sides,

That is a fine stroke in the parable of the
Lo-t Sheep which describes the loving and
the long-looking shepherd ; we are told that
*‘shen he findeth the sheep, he layeth it ou
his shoulders .ejoicing.” He 1s glad for the
sake of the rescued sheep, but still more for
his own sake. It was for the joy set before
Him that your Saviour endured the agonies
of Calvary and despised the shame of the
Cross. What a glorious satisfaction there
will be on both sides, when you ns a true
penitent, and Christ as atrue Parduner come
together and enter into partnership for eter-
nuty ! That pirtnership He will not break 3
for whom He loveth, He loves to the .end.
In thatspiritual partnership you will fur-
nisk the mental facultics, and He the grace
to guide them ; you will furnish. the hands
to fight, and He the weapons ; you will carn
money, and He will dircet you how to use
it ; you will sow His seed and bring your
harvests into His granary; you will be
brauch or & twig on the Vine, and the sua-

| taining sap of life will flow into your soal

from the central trunk, And now, my
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friend, if Jetus wants you, and wantd to be.
stow on you the infinite blessing of salva.
tion, and wants to give you the purest of
joysand to raise your hfe to the highest
level, and to put you to the best of uses and
confer on you the infinite honor of an otern-
al partnership, why don’t you let Him have
you?

PHASES OF MISSIONARY LIFE,

A medieal missionary in Cesareea, Turkey,
in appealing for help to build a hospital
whero the sick can be cared for so much het-
ter thau they can in their own houses, gives
in the New York Evangelist the fullowing
interesting incidents of his work :—

“Iwas called to a village an hour’s vide
distant, to sce & man who had accidently
shot himself while hunting. A hole was
blown through his forcarm, shattering bones
and tearing vessels. He was almost dead
from loss of blood. His proper treatment
required him to be scen every day, but thut
was impossible. In this caso, there was a
Protestant brother in the village, who un-
dertook to visit him and carry out direc
tions, und the man eventually recovered.
But such fortunate aid is not always to be
found.

A bhoy with disease of the knee joint, liv-
ing in u closely neighboring village, was un-
der my care, and required both legs put in a
plaster bandage. When I went to see him
a few days after, I found thata native dae-
tor had been there and told him that ihis
means was of no use, and he had be:ter take
it off, which he had done The whole job
was to 1 ¢ done over again.

T was called one dny to the outskirts of
Cesarvea te sce a Turk who had been burat.
He was a laborer in the nitre works carried
on by the Government. He was subject to
epilepsy, amd always took one of his child-
ren with him wherever he went. But this
day, while the child went to bring him_his
dinner, a 3t came on and he fell forward in-
to a nitre pit, burning his face and arm in &
frightful manuer.

Ifound him in a room lower than the
street, lying on a little raised platform of
boards The stone walls had some wet
picces of matting against them, saturated
from the dampness of the walls! The one
tiny window, covered with paper instesd of
glass, had to be taken out in order that I
might see what I was about. His haunds
and arms were smeared with manure as a
remedy for the.burn. In the midst of dress-
ing hig'wounds, I was startled to hear a
donkey bray close by me, and discovered

what I had not scen before, that the same
room was used for their stable also.

Constant vigits and great care could not
eave the mun in the mudst of such civeum-
stances, and he died of lockjaw.

A visit to the mountainous region north
west of us was full of intevesting experien-
ces.  The patient for whom I went was a
well to-do Turk in a willage. I had to am
putate her leg.  She had  every care that
could be provided for her. But on the fol.
lowing duy o poor fellow was brought on a
two wheeled ox ¢ rb over a forest road,
twenty miles, from a necighbering village.
Without money, without food, with no at.
tendance but o little boy, he had to under-
o the same operation, It wag at once or
not at all, with him. " The villagers provid-
ed him a room and gave him some food. He
found a piece of matting to spread on the
carth floor, & mat for a bed, and & quilt to
coverrhim.  Un:ler such conditions the oper-
ntion had to be done, and iv is pleasant to
add, with the best results. -

These are instances of the difileulties of
trenting patients iv their own homes, especi-
«lly when ¥nssin throngh a village on a
journey. In such cases it would always be
better to order the patients to be brought
to our town and find lodgings there. But
the sick in the villages, who c¢an often find
some means of travell’ng even long distan-
ces, through the kindness of fellow villagers,
cannot afford the expense of hiving lodgings
and buying food. A hospital would be
the means of an incalculuble amount of good,
not merely physically, but in the most cffec-
tive manner spiritually. As the Early
Church grew stronger, itexchanged its hum-
ble, straitened meeting places, for noble edis
fices suited to the worship of God, so, we
believs, in time must the missionary medical
work, wherever it is established, exchange
itz unsatisfactory and unfruitful method of
makeshift treatment—that treatment which
is ouly the best thit can be attempted un-
der the most uufavorable conditions—for
methods of treatment that are the best
kaown toscience, combined with the best
opportunities for preaching Christ. The
“Hospital in the House” must grow into the
scientifically and spivitually well-equipped
Christian hospital,

3Vn.mu( S.Doop, M.JD,

Traths we sincerely and heartily believe
govern our whole life. Inwrought and pow-
erful convictions of any kind mould the
character of o man whether for geod or ill.
Consequently, our beliefs are the real factors
in our history. We makea great and grie-

-vous mistake when wa assign thom a seconde

ary place.— ord and Work,
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DOES I'T PAY,

Is honesty the best policy, when to carry
out to the letter the old maxim requires =0
much?

The dull, weary, daily plodding at desk
or countinghouse or furm—a surrender of
body, soul and spirit to the getting of the
bare necessities of life, a tantalizing sight of
others flaring and flaunting in the sunshine
of success, with the knowledge that their
salary’never could support such extraya-
gance ; that there inust be means back of
that to entitle such show—does honesty pay?

Does it pay, when to wear a threadbare
coat means social ostra:ism, when theatre-
going and all expensive indulgence like wine
and cigars must be doue without, if to live
within one’s income be the desired end?
When possessing the power to say No, from
a fear of going into debt, you are voted
mean, does that pay? Does it pay when
the butterflies of fashion pass you by ? When
stylish young men, though they acknowledge
you to be a good fellow, and perhaps secretly
admire your independent spirit, yet laugh
at you, or call you a ‘crank” because you
refuse to join in their ‘‘good times 7

As only fit to be tied to your mother's
‘‘apron strings.” should you object to the
form such “good times” take? At such a
crisis as this, it may be you are compelled
to cry out in anguish of suul “Is honesty
the best policy 2 Does dishonesty pay 2"

To begin your business career by stealing
your employer’s time, using it to promnote
your own interests or enjoyments, and gra-
dually but surely to lose all the conscientious
habits you may once bave heen forming.
Does it pay t» allow your expenditure to ex-
ceed your income ? to try to appear as pros-
perous as your companions, who have more
means ; to talk of luxurvies as if they were
necessities? When yon arrive at this poiut,
stop. You arein danger of getting on the
down grade, Before it be too late look
ahead and ponder what awaits the rogue.
Only a loss of the self-respect he once glorizd
in; a constant fear of impending ruin; a
knowledge that his word has no longer any
weight ; that his friends have begun to turn
toward him the cold shoulder—is that all?
Ah uo ; for all the while remcrse is gnawing
at his heart-strings. All happiness and
freedom have forever flown. Thesun shines
as brightly, the sky is as blue, his child’s
laugh as merry, but not for him. The re-
mainder of his years will be vne long dreary
winter night ; he cannot forget. Memory
ever active points back to the time when he
was a free man, when all thisevil could have
been averted had he considered that ‘‘the
way of transgressors is hard.” Nothing now

for him to look forward to but a prison and a
felon’s grave,

Then honesty does pay, but it has a deep-
er meaning than that usually assigned to it.
It is not enough to vefrain one’s hand from
another man's pocket ; not enough not to
tamper with figures ; not_eunough to regard
all forms of gambling and betting with dis.
approval. 1t is all that and more—it is a
strict adherence to truth and duty, that’s
whnt Lonesty means.

You may never accumulate a fortune, but
if you acquire the art of living within your
means, you can never feel poor, and you
may feel rich, even though your means” be
small, Then at your death ‘you will leave
as the best inheritance to those who come
after you an untarvished name. What can
be better? Then honesty is the best policy?
Yev, even m this life, and ““an honest man’s
the noblest work of (God.”

YOUNG MAN, YOU WILL DO.

A young man wasrecently graduated from
a scientificschosl.  His heme had been re-
ligious one. He wasa member of a Chris-
tian Church, had pious parents, brother and
sisters ; his family was one in Christ. On
graduatiog he determined upon a Western
life among the mines. Full of courage and
hope he started out on his long journey to
scrike out for himself in 2 new woild. The
home prayers followed him. As he went he
fell into company of older men. They liked
bim for his frank manners and his manly in-
dependence. As they journeyed together
they stopped for a Sabbath in a border
town. On the morning of the Sabbath one
of his fellow travellers said to him, “Come,
let us be off for a drive and the sights.”
*“No,” said the young man, *I am going to
keep the Sabbath, and I promised my moth-
er to keep on in that way.” His road ac-
quaintance looked at him for a moment, and
then slapping him on the shoulder, said,
“Right, my boy. Ibeganin that way. I
wisir I had kept on.  Young man, you will
do.  Stick to your bringing up and your
mother’s words and your mother’s words and
you will win.” The boy went to church, all
honor to him in that far away place, and
among such men. His companions had
their drive, but the boy gained their confi-
dence, won their respectby his manly avowal
of goud obligations. Already success is
smiling on that young man. “There is no
lack of places for him.

““There isno way or place where (God
leads but preparation has been made before
our coming.”
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CANNOT TALK FOR GOD, BUT LCAN
SMILE AND BE HAPPY
FOR HIM.

A lady in the United States writes to the
N. Y. Evangelist the following touching
story fraught with rich lessons :—

Four months ago God led me inta a city
hospital, where for ‘four months I lived
among the sick and dying. ‘The charity
warde were nearly always full ; my room
+vas near the woman’s ward. One day an
old lady, seventy years old, was brought in
seated in the invalid’s chair,  She had come
to have her leg amputated. The knee was
completely honcycombed  with  cancer.
Though so full of pain, and unable te walk
or ccarcely move, shesaid : X have never
been able 1o talk cluquently for God, hut I
can smile and be happy for Him,”

The vwo weeks che spent waiting to un-
dergo the overation will never bc?orgﬂttcn
by me. She wasa perpatual sonrce of sun-
ghiue ; her presenca fJumined the ward, 1o
matter how much slecep she lost at night
through suffering, no matter how painful
the dressing of her leg, she kept the bright-
est face, the cheeriest grecting for all
around her. Many times when my heart
was heavy with grief,and my way wasds
I have gone to that dear Chyistian, and tier
smile has lightened wy gloom, and I have
scen God's power to “keep in peace” the
soul *‘abiding in Him.”

The day came for the operation. She
went through the preparation as if she were
getting ready for the pleasantest event of

hev life.  She touk the cther and cCrifted out
into unconsciousness with the faith of a little
cluld.  They hore the cot mto the clinie,
where all the medical students were assem-
bled to watch the physician cut off the leg.
In an hour she was back in the ward. 1sat
by her, and when she regrined conscionsness,
she said with ashen hpe, trying hard to
speak with her o} time brightness: “Iam
in so much pain. { can't smile now, but I
want to keep on being cheerful, for that is
allsl can do fer God.,”  The pain became
greater : zhe said : “*Such terrible, terrible
pain. It would help me to have you sing.
Isang :

$+Sure I must fight if I wenld win.,

Tucrease my courage Loid ;
Tl bear the toil, endure the paju,
Supported by Thy Ward.”

She tried to sing it with me, hut although
her lips moved, only the last word of each
line was audible.

Down into the valley and shadow of death
I saw her go, but never once did I see the
aweetness of her spirit leave her, andito the

-last moment I was. with her, my soul got

great uplift through the gladness that, like
ripple of heavenly joy, kept her true to her
misgion. One of the doctors who knew not
God, said to me: “Don’t you think that old
lady is simple minded ? I don’t belicve if
she had good sense she conld aways be so
happy 77 laoswered: *'She had the wis.
dom that cometh from God. which seems
foolishness to this world, but in whose pos-
session she holds the peace of God that the
world cannot give, neither can it take away.

Perhaps some may think the old lady had
a small inission from God, a little thing to
do, but into my life she has put a memory
which rises up before me when things per-
plex, when the days grow weary and Iam
inclined to let my face wear a clond. If we
cannot talk for God who of us cannot *‘smile
for God 2" —Sil.

NERVES OR SOUL.

Mr. Beecher used to illustrate the noisy
but barron activity of a certain class of pso-
ple by comparing them to bumblebees,
which make a prodigious stir, but lay up no
honey.  There is an immense class of bum-
blebees in this country: people who areal-
ways downg something, and whose life is an
incessant actrvity barren of permauent re-
sults.  This failure to make real achicve-
ment rises from a shallow aund false idea of
life ; the idea thatall of life lies in doing ;
and that avy kina of doing is good. There
is a great deal of doing that is nat ooly not
good. but distinctly bad ; or, at the very
best, sheer waste of time. A very consider-
able amount of what is icgarded by some
people as intellectual aud religious activity
ts pure nervous excitability ; there is neither
intellect nor soul init.  There area great
mavy people who brlong to countlers clubs
of every sort and fashion, for the study of
Br.waing. and Ibsen and art and ethics and
esoleric Buddhism, who put the least possi-
ble amount of hrains into their activity ;
whose activity has, in fact, no intellectua?
quality whatever, but is purely nervous
restlessness.  These people have hecomo
chronically incbriated with doing. "They
must be doing, although that which they do
amounts to nothing.  Repose, neditation,
thought and growth are things which do not
enter into their lives. They are always
ruoning, alwaysout of breath; but they
never reach any definite point, and they
never see anything by the way. They aro
pursued by a demon of restlessness, and con-
demned to wander forever without vepose or
refreshment. It is to be feared that thereis
ggreat deal of so.called religious activity
which is of the same sort. It is1eere nervous
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restl

; the i t activity of people
who have no other tesource ; to whom thor |
ough Bible study, quiet meditation, rerius
thought, strenuous wmoral strugsle, arve as if |
they were not ; pernle who rush about from '
one religious activity to another, from or.
ganization to organization, frem comunttee
to commiittee, from meetng to merting, but
whose spivitual life has as Little vohuose and
force az a movutain brack in August, which
is simply a noisy thread of water through a
course which it tills ouly with sound.  To;
really live, one must pu¢ both th t and
emoticm b-fore acti-m ; toreslly ach any-
thing, action must be the flowering of deep
things in the nature, 1ot a merve putting
forth of the hands for the sake «f oc:npation. |
It is wise for all those who find “themselves |
intensely occupicd to stop and ask themsel-
ves whether their oc-upation i. a matterof |
nerves or a matter of mind and soul.  If it
is a matter of nerves, it indicates physical
disorder, and medical advice ought o be
sought at once.  If it is a matter of mind
and soul, it indicates the highest degree of
healthfulness. —Chridion Union.

BODILY HEALTH AND SPIRIIUAL
FEELINGS,

Spiritual ferlings are more affected by the
physical condition than many persons ap-
prehend. A healthy bedy is a g-eat aid to
clearness of religious vision and enjoyment.
A deranged liver is the enemy of a joyous
and hopeful piety. Dyspepsia has much to
do with Christian despondency. Bidily dis
arrungements interfere with the highest ex-
periences in divine life. It becomes spivitual
guides to take into greaterconsideration this
factor in dealing with soul maladics. A good
tonic will often relicve spiritual.depr. ssion
when other remedies fail. A keen dircerner
of the 1aws pertaining to physical and men-
tal conditionr and relations, can give much
help to troubled minds by dire ting the at.
tention to the former rather than to the Jat-
ter.  This is no especially new alea, but it is
tuo much overlooked in reliious practice.
It is not often that the Romish prie-thood
makes account of i, b 2 Roman Catholic
Archbishop has been surprising the public of
Eugland recently iving it prommence in
his connsela to his flack in a s-ries of letters
pablished in the Adthenrnn. A few extsacts,
a3 indicative of the scope ard spirit of his
aldvice, may be given : - “To onc penitent
atter another he proclaims the neasa. e that
a good life dependa upon a good liver,  For
the ‘evil thonghts’ which harass one of his
correspondents he prescrihes o crarse oV

Vichy and Carlshad asthe principal rewedy.”
As a cure for the jealousy which afllicts an- |
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other he prescribes “‘beef-tea,” remarkin,
that *“all sumilar passionr become intensifie
when the body is weak.” All through his
directions to his different applicants for help
in their various spiri nal diflicnities, he re-

. ¢cognizes how they arc mixed up with the

stute of themr bealth, and secks to remove
them, as far as may be, by putting the hody
into right tone and activity. For instance,
he nrites :—*1 dare not promise you that
rou will be free from temsptation of you keep
very well, but you will experience fewer
temptations, and rusist them more easily.”
To une suffering from spirvitual depression,
he recommends ‘a good walk in the park, or
an expedition on a penny steamer,” adding,
“You will get into a small rage on reading
this, and say itis-of no use to walk in the
park, or sail on the Thamer. Well, get into
a rage, and then cool down, aund try the ex-
peviment.” To one given to eatly norning
meditationa, he states that they *‘are apt to
be tinged with despondency,” and should be
reviced after a suitable dict of coffee and
rol s Of vourc -, tact and judgment, as well
as knowledge o1 person and circumstanco,
are necessary insvlving suul troubles, Lut
shere is no doubt that Protestant ministers
would often be the gainers, us well as those
whow they counsel, il they acted more upon
the hints here given by a Romish prelate,
and if they studied more the intimacy sub-
sisting between the body and the mind, and
how the one sympathizeswith the other. Sel.

" A REMARKABLE MARRIAGE.

A man in Lebanon, Ind., prominent in
busiuess, is warried toa totally blind wo-
man, who was blind when he wmarried her.
ile was younger then by ten years than he is
now, but he was prospeious, ambitions. and

successful. She had' never seen the sun-
light. She was as handsome as Nydia, and

as poor. He warried her, aml they have
lived together in a peace that passes under-
standing ever since. They have two biight
children, healthy and perlect ;2 good home,
thriving businesy, a little fortune they nad
carned themselves, and a public regard that
has no limit. She would give one half of life
juet tosee hier hushand andchildren. 1t would
touch your heart to sce how gentic heis with
her, how tenderly they lead lur bere and
there.  Inthis age, when marringe means
too little, when insutlicient th rught is given
to the anly thing worth thinking of—the
love that levels and exalts - when i hushand
true and a wife content are Irequent excep-
tiong, is it a wonder I bared my head in
that presence? How noblea man e must
be! What loyalty must possess her soul !
No life must hie commonplace with a lave
like that.—Sdl.
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TELL THEM S0.

“I did love Ida, but I didn't fell her so.’
This was the despairing cry of a young hus.
band. Yes, a young husband, who it secmed
from his deep sorrow for past neglect, had
just begun to fee! how precious to him was
his young and lovely wife who had pined day
after day for that manifestation of regard
that she knew was her due, and which she
lavished so richly upon him. Cf a cold, un-
sympathizing nature, he kept his afiection
repressed within his own busom, not per-
haps thinking how cruelly he was treating
her the one to whom lie owed so much, until
God took her and the darling little five year
old daughter she had brought to Him, to
where is all love and ,0y. Thote who wit.
nessed the anguish which shook the stro..g
young man’s frame will vot soon forget the
object lesson fur the dear girls and boys.

““‘Oh,” said & model brother, “the gitls I
love are my sisters.” And how he loved to
show that afiection ina thousand little court.
eous ways. Quick to sce every little need of
a helping hand. Ready to go as an escort,
with a manly proud bearing that seemned to
say “these are my sisters.” Bringing to them
little bon bons, planning walks and outings
for their pleasure, and bringing slips forand
makiog their flowar beds. Oh wz neced not
try to enumerate the ways by which a lovang
heart and a thoughtful head cun give ex-
pression to what they fecl. 1he trouble with
us all in keepii g repressed these Juvely and
loving attributes of the sonl when with those
we truly love.  We never know how foudly
we Jove dear mother until we miss smme day
hor geatle ministrations. Then we cry vut
io bitterness of soul :  “Oh for one more em-
brace ! Oue more kiss from those dzar Jip=:
O ! could she come back to us, what hourly
assurances should she have of our devotion.
Krnown to us shunld she be only as precious
mother.”

And little sisters who nre 5o interested in
your isiends, don’t forget brother in your
every day joysand pleasures. Care for him,
and his happiness and comfort, and don't
forget thac time will come when brother will
leave that protecting roof tree, tn go out up-
on an untried sca (a cold and sellish world),
0 breast the world with many a sinking, de
spairing feeling, and little sympathy fiom
grasping, uugentlestrangers. Let hin know
that in the Komeand hearts he has left his
image has a wost sacred place. Let his
memory of home and friends bhe sweet and
soothing. Do this far vaur vwn comfort, too,
for rest assured you will n.iss those familiar
faatsteps, and your heart will cry out for
their return, whea wvaught shall be heard

but their echo as it vibrates against the wails
of your memory.

The truth is, we cannot too strongly im-
pregnate the atmosphere of home with the
heavenly fragrance of love and aftection, We
know a gentleman whe has often been
heard to say that his home after the labors
of the day **was the ncarest type of heaven
he could faucy.” Let every lutle girl and
boy try and see how they canmultiply these
types of heaven.—&d.

WHAT TO DO IN TROUBLE.

T was walking one day unear the ('rysial
Palace. It was the tirst time I had been out
for weeks, I was fecling depressed and
lonely, having to lJook forward to many
menths of weakness and ill-health, which
meant for me loss of work, and consequently
straitened means, and nesuibly debt.

As I was thus sadly musiog, my attention
was attracted by two flower girls, who were
ecated onastep arranging their baskets. They
were of the ordinary type of London street
chiliren, about fourteen years of age, and I
should have passed without noticing them,
if it had not Leen for the earnest tones in
which they were coaversing. Curiosity led
me to slacken my pace until I passed them.
‘This is what I overheard -

“Don’t you feel 'vrful bad when you have
found outa likely place, and youstand there
the whale day and nolody buys nothing 2"

“Den't 1 jest " returned the other, em-
phatically. :

“Don’t you feel as if yor. could sit dowa
an’ have a good cry 7

“Ay, that I do !"” responded the younger
girl, *‘only I knows it would be no use.”

*What does you do when you feel like
that?” asked the clder, evidently apxious to
discover whether her own expericnces were
shared by other gir]s.

“I does this,” seplied the other girl
promptly—and she folded her hands and
shut her eyers—‘and Isa s, ‘O God ! please
send sancbody quick,” and somcbody always
comes.”

Then, in auswer to the lovk of astonished
incredulity in her compaunion’s face, she
added, nodding her head to give furce to her
words, “I does truly.”

I heard no mrre, for the girls arose, and,
taking their baskets on their arme, passe
out of sight. Asfor me, I went home re-
buked and comforted.— Selectud,

Every day is a little life, and our whole
life is but a day repeated, Those, thure-
fore, that dare lose a_day arc dangerously
prodigal ; those that dare misspend it are
desperate.—Bishop Hall,
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CHAUNCEY M. DEPEW AND THE
CIGAR.’

Mr. Depew, the well known orator and rail
way president, related tho following expert-
ence of his victory over the cigar:

I used to smoke twenty cigars a day, and
continued it until I became worn out.
didn’t kuow what was the matter with me,
and physizians thac I applied to did not
mention tobacco. I used to go tobed at two
o'clock in the morning and wake at five or
slx. I had no appetite, and was a dyspep-
tic.

I was in the halit of smoking at my desk,
and thonght that I derived wmaterial assist-
auce in my word from ii. Afier atimel
found that I couldn’t do any work without
tobacco. I coul” not prepare a bricf argu-
ment without tovacco, but still I was haras-
sed by feelitg that somethmy was amiss,
and the result was not up to the mark.

I also found that I was incapable of doing
apy great amount of work, My pmer of
concentration was greatly weakened, and 1
could not think well without a lighted cigar
in my mouth. Now it is perfectly clear
that without this power of concentration &
vty i3 incapable of doing many things. It
is that which enables him to attend to vari-
ous and multifarious affairs ; to drop one ab-
solutely and take up another and give at full
attention.

One day T bought acigar and was puffing
it with a_ feeling of pleasure whichis ooly
jussivio «. devoted, I sinoked only a few
minutes and then I took it out of my mouth
and losked atit. Isaid toit: **My friend
and bosom campanion, you havealways been
dearer to me tsr than gold. To you Ihave
ever been devoted, yet you are the cause of
all my ills. You have played me false.
The time has come that we smurt part.” I
gazed sad andl longingly at the cigar, then
threw itintothe street. X had been convine.
ed that tobaceo was ruining me.

For threc months thereafter T uuderwent
tha most awfol agony. I never cxpect to
suffer more in this world or the next. I
didn't go to any physiciar, or endeaveur in
any way to palliate my sufferings, Possibiy
a physician might have given somethuig to
soften the tortures  Ncither did I break my
vow. I had made upmy mind that 1inust
farever abandun tobueeo or I woulld be ruin.
ed by it.

At the end of three months my longing
for it abated. I gained twenty.five pcunds
in weight,  1slept well for seven or eight
hours every night. I required that amount
necause of my excessive cerebration.  \When
I don't get it I amn liable to rheumatism or
sciatica.

I have naver smoked from that day to
this ; and while no one knows better than I
the pleasures to be derived from tobacco, I
am still well content to forges thew, knox-
ing their effect.-—Evanyelical Mexsenger,

OUR HOME LIFE.

Look atour hume life. We should not
forget that though they are ours without
price, the good things of our homes have
not been without cost to those to whose love
weoare indebted for them.  Wa have but to
think of the love that shelteved nur infancy
and guided our feet in tender years, and of
the solf-denial and sacrifices, the toils and
watchings, the care and anxiety, the Joss of
rest, the broken nights, the plannimg, the
praying, the wacping, and all.the cus of
love—for love always costs—along the days
of childhood and youth. Then oftimes
much of the good in our homes has come
down from the past, the fruit of the labor
and suffering ¢t aline of aocestors. Thus
every comfort and joy and beauty should
be sacred asa sacrament to us because it has
been gotten for us by hands of love, at cost
of toil and saving and pinchiog economy and
gelf-denial.—J. B Ailler, D. D.

\Vho doubts that Christian character
would be far richer, and church activities
tenfuld more successful, if Christians gener-
ally would put in practice the most familiar
suggestions concerniug the use of the word
of God ¥ Isubmit these :

1. To read the Bible regularly every day.

2. As nearly as postible at a fixed hour.

3. Alone in your rocm.

4. Never when in haste,

5. The morning is the best time ; but 1t
vou have fuuind no other oppurtunity during
the day, take time immediately Dbefore re-
tirement at night.

6. Read in course.

3. Select, in addition, from any part of the
Bible, such as you ially need.

$. From time to time read largely,—sev-
eral chapters, or a whole epistle or other
bouk, ata sitting. In this way give your
Bible a chance to pour into your soul its
great tides of truth.

9. Above all, read devoutly, as for your
soul’s life.  Prayer is the key that unlocks
the Word.—Bishop C. J). Foss.

« Qur doctor would rather ‘pasy’ 2 whis.
key drinker than _a- cigarette smoker,” said
the manager of a big life insurance company,
* hecause he belives that there are more
charces of aman living with hardened liver
than with o softencd brain."—Pkil. Times.
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THYE MOTUER'S HAND.

The following article is translated from
L'Evangeliste appears in the Canade Pres.
hyterian :—

No instrument can, like the hand, give
wood, glass sud other articles their fine and
brilliant polish.  Spectacle plasses, telescope
lenses and piano keys, after having been
polished by special processes, receive from
the hand their iinishing touches. Now the
hand which gives the family its last polish is
the mother’s.  What 1.benr and education
cannot do, thic hand dms with exquisite
grace and astonishing success,

See those children, the cleannessof whose
pretty faces and litile hands is second anly
to that of their clothes; see the kitchen,
those dishes, often of vy humble fare, but
alwaye tastefully made ; see those articles of
furniture, that vessel, very plaw, perhaps,
but how clean they are, how they shine!
And if any one of the family suffer, what can
take the place of the mother's hand! Yes,
thut hand works all these wonders, aud
chapges tho fireside into a real paracise.

The mother’s hand, which cxcelsin a phy
sical point of view, is «till more admirable in
a moral one. It is she who gives the family
ts incomparable charm. It is she who plaits
the bawds which unite these racinbers in an
indissoludble munner, It is she who forms
the heart, the courcience and the character
of the child, but givirg this strength of re
sistance 10 evil which will inerease with age.
An aged lady said :—

“The vlder 1 grow, the more I feel that I
am like my mother ; and m, mother waslike
my grandmothier ; and I see that my daugh-
ters are like me.  Uconclude that a mother’s
hand can guide several generations.”

In a fearful wara soldier who was mortal
ly wounded was taken to o hespital. His
mother came to see hun, and asked the dac-
tor's permi-sion to tuke the vurse’s place be-
side her son.  ‘The doctor gave it, entreating
her not to go to him till night, when the
lamps would e alinost put wut, in order not
to malke herself known, for the least excite-
ment would be faal to him.  Towards md-
night the wounded oneseemed to be in great
sutfering.  His wother passed her hand over
hiz brow. When he felt the touch the
soldier raived hauself up and, in a weak voice
said ;—

A little morc light ! The hand which has
passed over my brew is my mother's! I
want tosce my me ther ©° Aud dvhen he e
braced her he added : “NMather, let tlus hund,
vhich has guided wy fivst steps, which has
opened so oftew to lavish care on me, and
which has led me to Jesus, 1emain on my

brow 1ill my Saviour leads me to the
Father t” '

Mothers to work ! Vour task is a great
and a lovely one.  Let your nimble and bles-
sed hand give your femily its lact polish of
incomparable grace, of perfect order and of
joyful and strong piety.

PHE FAITH CURE.

The Churchman uses very strong language
in speaking of the ¢ fuith cwe.”  Whether
it be as true as it is strong cur readers will
judge according to their own helidds : .

“The sil'iest and sickliest of all the many
fads that ape Che stiavity, and in some in-
dividuals supplant it, is what ix called the
Yaith Cure religion.  In the first place, it is
altogether concerned  with the body. It
teaches that the body and  the lJife of the
body are the chief objects of prayer anl the
chief care of the Sav.our. In our u.peri-
ence of Taith Curists we have found  them
neglectors of public worship, scoruers of the
sa raments, and vegardless of the Christian
ministry.  They believe that Christ came to
cure their vhenmatism or  their jaundice.
That the prayer of an earnest believer., even
though he be a pagan like the Syrophenician,
can-obtain bodily blessings fram Clivist is
undoubted, but God refused to take away
the bodily infirmity of St. Paul, and though
Christ is Saviour f the body, He is chicﬁy
Author of salvation to the soul. Christian-
ity is not meant to he merely an instrument
of medical relief. It is a discipline, a sys-
tem of morals, u scheme of grace through
ordinances ; it seeks the glory of God and
the diffusion of charity and love between
rich and poor. the helpless and  the power-
ful. To look for its efficacy as principally
tending to the care of-men’s wretehed, per-
ishing bodies, is the grossest of delusions,

“JIu seking a sphere of usefuiness, do
not look to. far away. Closer inspection
may discover your field of laber just where
vou are. (God's providence deterumines your
lot, and generally purposes wutk for youin
your imwedate surioundirgs. Itis hard
for the awmbuticus and future scanning to
realizg this. They ants.me «peningina
distant clime, or 1 *“the geod t me coning.”
They are o conceined abuut the ereat des.
tiny swiitmg them, and_so expectant of a
certain a1der of opportunity, that they over-
look the work and p'ace of activity near at
hand.  Tao of-en the ageney for their de.
velopment, and the sea-on fur their bhest ex-
ertions, and the place of their hif> woik are
lost through neglect of their present cuviron-
wents.”—Phil. Pres,

. e ——
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THERE IS NO PAST. {

Tt was a favorite saying with Mother Hen.
sou, ““There is no past.” She was far along
in yeers, with faculties undimmed by age,
except that her eye had just lost somewhat
-of its lustre,

“Grandm*,” said Julia, ‘““what do you
mean by saying so often, ‘T'here is no past !’

Grandira Henson puused a moment, and
then replied: ““‘When I was a little older
than ycu are now I was overturaned in a car-
viage and had wy left arm sprained. In a
few weehs it got well, and for forty-five
years I forgot all about it. Tnen the lame-
ness began to come back again, and when-
cver I take hold of any wei ht in a certain
way, the whole panorama—the day, the
landscape, the caniage, those who were
with me at the time of the acadent, every-
thing counccted with it comes back to me
and is as the present, and I say to myself:
*‘There i3 no past ; it is all present.”

*NDo you see how your little sister Mary
is learning to read? How she is teaching
herself? Your Aunt Carric did just thatl
way. She would take her reader and sit
<own aud read tifl she came to a strangel
word, and then spell it out lond and ask |
what it was. When Mary.does just as my
little Carrie did, thase days all come back
again, and [am in the mudst of my little
children, and I say to myself ; ‘There is no
past ; it is all present.’

“When your father comes home from the
oflice tired avd worn, I sce kis father as he
used to come home to me, and live over
those happy daysand forget for the time
how loug he has been gone from me, The
past seem the present.”

Julia grew more and more thoughtful as
ler grandmother went en, and at last she
said: *‘You've had a great deal of trouble
in your life. grandma ; does that come back

to you also ¥

“Sometimes,” replied Grandma Henson ;¢
“but I see how wuch good 1t has dene me)
to have trouble, and s there 18 no sting m |
the remembraunce of it. 1t hurts me most to
see the conscquences of the sins I have com-
mitted and the mistakes I have wade, but
even those I hope may have some good come
out of them to aie orsomebody clse. I have
wasted many an hourin _vain 1egret over
mistakes and errorsand sin, but I hope He
that has promised *o restore the years that
the caterpillar hath caten forgives and re-
stores. He blots out our trausgressions,and
why should we remember them but only to
forsake them ? Yet their consequences re-
main with us through time and to all eter-
vity. There ie no past in one sense, it is all
present.™

Not long after this talk Mother Henron
passed beyond the bounds of this life. Julia
never forgot this conversation ; aud the en-
quiry kept rising to ber lips as she engaged
m her tasks or was tempted to do something
of the propriety of which she was doubtful:
“Do I wish to remember this when I am
old? Can I carry the consequences of this
act througa all my life and beyoud ¥

CONNIE'S DAY.

A New York wmother whose wealth, posi-
tion and kind heart fill her hfe with social
and charitable occapations, tells how a
chance word opened her mind to the fact of
pressing duties at home.

“Oune day, last March, my little danghter
Constance, who is twelve yearsold, came in
to my room as I was hurricdly dressing to
drive to a director’s meeting of one of the
charities cf which I am interested. It was
just after her birthday, and she had a game,
oue of her presents in her hand.

0. mamma,’ she ciied, fuli of cagerne-s,
‘this is the loveliest gawe ; do try it with
me!”

“Her request, in my haste and absorption,

; seemed trivial to me.

* *Nonsewse, Counnie, you know I canuot,’
I replied ravher sharply; ‘thisis board day at
the hospital, and Iam shockingly late now.”

“f wes standing in front of the wirror,
and saw in the glass how her face fell and
the life died out of 1t at my words.

* ¢[ wish,’ she eaid, wistfully, ‘you would
sometimes have a day with me, mamma.’

““The child's speech went through mne like
koife. Ihad never reccived so stinging a
rebuke. Was it possible that in the pursuit
of other daties I was neglecting the one that
should be chicf 2 My drive to the hospital
that morning was full of serious introspec-
tion.

“Connie has had her day ever since. Sat-
urdays my daughter and T spend together,
and no other engagement can draw e away
that day, for the child looks forward to it all
the rese of the week.”— Youth's Companion.

Trust in Christ brings peace amid out-
ward sorvows and conflicts. When the pilot
cowes on board, the captain does not leave
the bridyge, but stands by the plot’s side.
Hos responsibility is past, but his duties are
uot over. And waen Christ comes into my
heart, my cffort, iy judgement are not un-
necessary, or put on one side. Let Him
take the commaund, and stand beside Him,
and carry out His orders. and you will find
rest to your souls.—J)r. Alexander Me-
Laren
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INDIA.

It is pathetic in these duys of emptied mis-
sionary treasuries to read such a letter as the
following, reccived by Secretary Clavk, of
the American Board, from a missionary in
Bombay : ** I have collected a band of sup-
crior youny seen as wurkers in this fiekd,
How can Isuddenly dismugs them without

great wrong to them ?  Agamn, it Icl seany §

of my schools now 1t wall be at the expense
of prestige, which, at this especial juncture,
will be most unfortunate. Our work here1s
beginiog to bud after there nine yems of
labour. ” The Church has heen orgauzed ;
two admitted from thiz pla-e 10 the Church ;
a Brahman yousg man—a f.amer pupil—
has just come wut fur Christ, and the whole
district is stirred up abeutit. To dimimsh
our work uow is to lose and throw away
what will require years of lnbour, perhaps,
to regain. My helpers here have come to
the rescue of the work very nobly, and have
assumed over 300 raupees ot the reduction, so
that the work here may not suffer. .o
1f the school is cut down, it must be cat
down from the top. 1f itis cut down from
the top it dies. If it die what 1s to become
of all our Christian labour in this community?
If thechildren of Christian parents grow up
ignorme and vot grunded ia Christiwnity
they will be a curse to the community.”
Tne American Board is obliged to retrench
the current year twenty per cent,.—Sel.

GOOD MANNERS AT HOME.

The presence of good manners is nowhere
more needed or more effective than in the
hovs2hold, and perhaps nowhere more rare.
‘Whenever the familiarity exists, there isa
tendency to lrosen the check upon selfi<h
conduct which the presence of strangers n-
voluntarily produces Miny persons who
are kind und <ourteus in company,are rude
and careless with th se whom they love
beet. Emerson siys: *‘Good manners are
made up of petty sacrifices,” and certainly
norhing can more thorouzhly secare the har-
mony aud prace of the family cirele than
the nabit of making sanall sacrifices, one for
aoether.  Children thus learn good manners
in the best and most natural way, aud hab-
its thus acquired will never leave them.
Courtesy and kindness will never lose their
power or their charm, while all spurious
imitations of them are to be despised.—Ex.

If the Christian course had beey micart for
a path of rozee, would the life of the Author
of Christianity have huen a path strewn with
thorns 2—11. Moore.

PRESBYTERIANISM IN THE UNITED
STATES,

Tur Prespyreriay Cuencn (North)

‘30 Synods, 216 Presbyteries, 1,317 can-
didates for the mini-try, 374 hcentiates;
{ 6,223 winisters, 24.475 elders, 7550 deacons;
7,070 churches, $UG,796 communicants, 883,
650 Sabbath schou] mewmbers, During the
y last year there were 274 licensures and 245
I ordinations to the min stry, Niuety minist-
) ers were received from other denominations,
L (s against thirty-two dizuusged to wthers,)
) 208 new churchies wepe organiz J,(axty-seven
{ dissulved;) aud seven vecened fiom ather
Jdenominations (four dismussed, ) 54,650 per-
sons were added to the communion rolls on
examination; 21,376 «iults were baptized
and 26,121 infams, and the meneys raived
were $14,062, 356, '

Tue Prespyreriay Cuvnren (Soath.)

Presbytertes, 371  candidates, 66 li-
centiates, 1,186 mimsters, 2,453 churches,
7,679 Elders, 5 S6S deacons, addition on ex-
amination 11,024, total communicants 174,-
063, S. 8. members 131,391, contributions
$1,817,335.

TiE CUMBERLAND PRESEYTERIAN CHURCH.

15 Synods, 121 Presbyteries, 1,639 min-
isters, 256 candidates, 236 li-entiates, 2,544
churches, 10,529 elders, 3,974 deacons, 17,-
094 additions, 163,472 communicants, 92,-
047 S. S. members, and contributions $705,-
503, :

9

CANDIDATING.

The Rev. D. D, Marsh, in preaching the
semi-centennial sermon of his church in
Unionville, Conn,, had a few words to say
in regard to ‘¢ candidating” which descrve
publicity. He said, after referring to the
close of the former pastorate : ¢ The church
spent abont a year in that old time dissipa-
tion called ‘candidating.’ a time of ecclesios-
tical match-making, full of gentle deceptions
and pleasant vauities ; a time when the con-
greuation uses the glittering eye of. eriticism
aund the itching car of curivaty in place of
the teachab ¢ heart and single minded con-
scienca 1 time when e winister uses the
gasp las a_candlestick of genius, and comes
to time and judgement like an ordinary race-
horse hefare the gmand stand of all the vil-
Ulagers : a time whech is hard on the niinister,
+awd hada on the church aud hatd ou religion,

a tims of ali peiivds in the history of the
; church when the dexil dees amile. ~ This I
| speak, nut by revelation, bus by permission.
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THE RANGE OF THE BIBLL.

Let us look at the vast range of the Bible;
let us realize in the sacred history of the dis-
cipline of the world the largeness of the
mnde of God’s action ; Jet us ponder the
manifestations of His love, of His patience,
of His long sufletir g, sometinies vien startl
ing to our eves ; let us trace, if with achiug
sight, how He makes man niuister to man,
race to race, and generation to gencration ;
let us notice how He accepts, in compas-
sion varieties of servive accorling to the
state and means of those whorender 1t, Low
He turns to a sowmce of blescing what ap
pears to our eyes gimple mizerv and r1uin,
and hope will vise upon us which we often
sorely want ; a hope wlich will n.t cover
with a dull, calourless cloud of iudiffe ence
the religious positions of men, but on the
contrary make us feel, since we have 1eceiv-
ed a priceless heritage, what is perilled in
our energy, what we owe and what we ren-
der to others who are heirs with us of a
common salvation. — Canon Fi'esteott,

** Happiness,” says Dr. James Stalker,
““is a comparatively shallow thing, and is
liable to a th nd idents. But blessed.
ness is a state of deep satitfaction with the
changes aml chances of fortune cannot dis-
turb. The happiness of some people is
rather to he pitied than envied, because
they are made happy by such questionable
things. But blessedness is derived from a
pure as well as an inexheustible source. Yet
thia is not the best result of the blessiug of
God —that those on whom it falls are themn-
selves blessed. It is a far nobler thing
which is premised intie text: T will
make them a blessing’—they shall be the
means of makiog others blessed.”

“May a man plough on Sunday ¥ Thisis
a questien which the civil courts in the State
of Tennesse haverec ntly decided in the neg-
ative. IRecourse was had to the Federal
Court, but it refused to interfere. The de-
cisien was based upon the law sctting aside
onc day in the week as a day of rest, It did
not touch the religious uses of the Sabhath.
It was held that the Sunday law meant for
the protection of earners of wages, and must
be maintaived.

Christ says, *“Wilt thou be made whole 2"
giving me tounderstand that he wust do it:
and therefore I will never attempt to make
myself whole. 1 would do something for
Christ, but I can do nothing for myself, and
he, knowing this, did all fur me.—Rev. 7.
Adams. .

Fher nine children.

WIHAT DRINK DID FOR HIM.

Roys, read this fact and see how whiskey
does its work :

One of the best Greek scholurs in New
Yok isa guaid va the Siath Avenue Eleva-
ted Ruad. ~ Not Joug ago a fonous professor
in one of 0wt leadiug wniversities published
a voluie on wortain features of the ancrent
Grecian dialects, of interest only to schivlars.
The ©'L" guanl referred to above, wrote toa
New Yok ficwspaper, pointing out eeveral
errors made by the professur i his book.
He signed himeelf ¢ Siath Avenue Elevated
Guard, No —." Tar a month, writes the
Pittsburg Despatch’'s New York correspon-
dent, I watchad the Ladges of the guards on
that 1oad as Iimade my daily tups back and
furth. One morning I was rewarded by
finding the learned man I sought, “How
dues 16 bappen,” T asked, showmg him my
card, “that you, a Greek scholar of first
rank, should be doing such work as this?’
He looked 4t me sadly, and his red face
grew more flushed than usual, “I wae the
best Hellenist of my year at Dublin,” he
enid. <My Greck is still what it used to be,
but my carcer has been ruined by whiskey.”

“GRANDMA” MOODY.

Mr. Moody, the celebrated preacher and

revivalist, owes much of his mental outfit to
his mother, Mrs. Betsy Holton Moody.
¢Grandma” Moody.”as she is known to the
students at Northfield, Vt., i3 now eighty-
seven years old, but still preserves much of
the energy that carcied her through great
ditticulties half a century ago. She was
born in Northfield, and on the death of her
husband, Edwin Meody, in 1841, she was
left on a little mortgaged farm to support
With characteri: tic
courage and determination she maintained
the home and kept the little ones together
until the sons in turn could assist her in her
task. Her family and that of her husbuad
came of old Puritan stock, their ancestors
being among the carliest settlers of Massa.
chusette.

A holy life spent in the service of God and
in communion with Him is, witnout doubt,
the most pleasaut and comfortable life that
any man can hee in this world- — Mdanck-
thon.

Some sius are only half repented of. No
restitution is made.  Like an oid stopper in-
side o bottle, they worry by chakiog the
veat and forbidding a flyw of good deeds.—
Lafferty. . .

R L AR Y S
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DANGEROUS PRAYERS.

“T want Yon to spend fifteen minutes
every day praying for Foreign Missions,”
said_the pastor to some young people in his
c0n§vogucion *But beware how you pray,
for I warn you that it is u very costly ox-
p riment.” .

**Costly #” they asked in surprise.

“Ay, costly,” he ecried. "*\When Carey
begau ta pray for the conversion of the
world, it cust him himself, und it ¢nst those
who pruyved with him very mach,  Bramerd
prayed for the dack shinned savages, and,
after two 3 ears of bicssed work, 1t cost him
his life.  Two students in Mo, Muody s sum-
mer schoul bezan to pray the Lord ot the
harvest to send forth more servants into his
hatrvest ,and lo! it is going to cost our
country five thuusaud young men and wo-
men who have, m answer to this prayer,
pledged themsolves tu the work. Besure 1t
is o dangerous thing to, pray in earnest for
this work ; vou will find that Yyou cannot
pray and withhold ycur labor, or pray and

withhold your money ; nay, that your very
life will no longei be your own, when your

prayers begin to be answered.”

THE ELDERSHIP,

Brethren of the eldership, a word with
you  When you entered upon your office
you assumed the following vow . Do you
promise, through grace, to perform all the
ities incumbent on yon with zeal and fidel-
ity, following after righteousness, faith,
chority® Answer, T do.” Brethren, age
you keeping that vow ®  Are you endeasor-
ing to perform all the ditics of your high
office with zeal and fidelity ¢

-posed to go astruy ¥

ings ; for this he thought he was nov fitted:;,"
then, could he be ueeful in visiting from
liouse to houre and cowforting and instruct-
ing the Lord's people ; he thought he could
not do that, **What <ould you do then 2"
he was asked, “‘that would make you an ef-
ficient elder¢* His reply was: *I think
if I were in the Scssion and anything new,

was proposed, I could offer & strong obhjee- =~ |
A B

tion.”

That is precisely wlhat very many elders.

do and about all that thoy do. I once heard
o pustor say . “When I am planning ag-
gressive work for my congregation.qnd try-
ing to lift all the interests of the Church to.
a higher plane, the question on my miud is
not, How mudch will my,.eldsts help me in
this * but, How much difienlty will. I have-
in overcoming their oppacition to ¥t 2 This
is not truc of all our elders. fu theve are
those who arc powers for goud in theit con-
gregations, but it is true f very many.

My“brothcr. now reading this, how is it
with you? If you were tu-dip to-day,wonld

‘the church over which you have been or-

dained an elder be better or worse off than

fitis? “Wonld thers be many families .who
‘would say, ““We all miss him at our fireside,

when sickness snd sotrow come again 2"
Would there be young men who wouﬁl 88y,
I will miss the good man who gave me
counsel and:éncouragement when I'was dis-

Would the prayer-
meeting miss.the voice. of obe who always
led them in plain, earnest prayer for things
they needed in every-day life * Would the
Sabbath school riss'you as one who had led
them as  good under-shepherd inta the fold
of God? Or, would the pastor, in his secret
chamber, draw a long sigh of velief at the

There are some elders who scem to think | thought of one who-had:always.steodsin the

their duty issimply to act as brakeman.

way of his clierished plans beingmow out.of

3

Now, a brakeman is an importaut officer, if | the way? And.would the people, who have
he is careful to draw the brakes only when | it in their heartsito advance-the caunse.of the
the train is starting on o down-grade ; but if ( Master in your congregation, say “Now he
he is so thonghtless as not tu consider w heth- | is gotie, we can go forward.?” Do not.think
er it is up grade or dowu, and persists in Tam draning o fancy-picture ; lam describ-
drawing the hrakes all the time, hic is a very (108 justwhut maay a pastor feels, and what
prorofficer  The train would be better | the working element -ju the church feels
without him, notwithstanding some down , concerning many ¢lders. Do yon want to-
grades for then it would mav:,thuugh it dul , live so that the -.-hu,}-ch, over ‘\\'lnuhyou ha}ve
move sometimes too fast. 'f been solemnly ordained a ruling -elder, will

The-e isa familiar story of an elder who 4 "Etgla.d f*tt hegrt, 'thou{\:h of course f,)u?» do
was ambitipus tw Le put inte the office, and, Dot sy 1, when you die or move anay ?
when nsked concerning his qualifications for ’ . It is timo for the cldership to wake up™ -
it, gave an answer that had the merit of be- i and. realize more the natwwe.of their ovdina-
ing candid; at least, and one that expresses | tion vows. Their office is parallel to that-of
what seems to be the governing principle of | the minister except in teaching, and their
many who hold that :pusition. He was ask- | responsibilities are equal 5 his in the ovve-
ed if ho conld be a leader 1n Sabbath school | sight of the flock of God. The blood of
work : he thought not ; then, if he could | sonls will rest.on.them.if.they are faithful.
take a prominent part i the prayer-meet: | -—United Prestyterian, -
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