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Titevary Notices.

SermNeRr's Macazive for May, opens with!
a richly illustrated article entitled *Barbi-
zon und Jean Frauncois Millet.”  Barbizon
possesses an interest more than conunon asg
the home of the celebrated painter whose
name is now so familinr, and whose ‘“Ange-
lus” is so famous, *“Co-operative Home Win-
ning,” some practical results of building and
Loun Associations,--deals with a most im-
portant phase of the luborer’s life, showing'
how even the small wage carner may make
for himself u home. **The Rights of the
Citizens, I1, as a user of the public streets.”
- -“As Haggards of the Rock.™--¢Backlo
Dreams,”—*In the Valley,”Chapters XXINX
-XXXIL - “The Theatres of Jupan,” illus-
trated.---‘Glimpaee of Napoleon in 1804 —
“Penilla” a story of Swede Creek.—Co-
rinne” complete, the contents of an interest-
ing number. Price 25 cents o number. $3.00
a year. Charles Scribner’s Sons.

A Gentleman in Massachusetts when ve-
cently offered by letter a package of infidel
publications, answered as follows :—<If you
have anything better than the ‘sermon on
the Mount,’ the ‘parable of the prodigal son,’
and that of the ‘good Samavitan,” or if you
have uny better code of morals than the ten
commandments, or anything more consoling
and beautiful than the twenty-third psalm,
or, on the whole, anything that will ‘make
this dark world brighter than the Bille,
anything that will throw more light on the
future, and reveal to me a Father more
merciful and kind than the New Test .ment,
please send it along.”—ZEux.

In 1875 the Prince of Wales paid a visit
to Tinnevelly, when the native Christian
Church was reported to him to have 54 cler-
gy, 1,100 congregations, and 10.378 com-
municants. Prince Albert Viector visited
the same region last November, when it was
found that there were 113 native clergy,
1,630 congregations, and 20,024 communi-
cants.

Switzerland has 1,162 Sunday-schools,
with 5,439 teachers and 84,000 scholars.
Sweden has 3,340 Sunday-schools, with 15.-
000 teachers and 220,000 scholars. Australia
has 140 ‘Sunday-schools, with 312 teachers
and 4,519 scholars.

Of the eighth chapter of Romans, Mr.
Moody says : “Thisis the famous chapter
that begins with
ends with ‘no separation.

‘no condemnation’ and

ERT)

BOUGHT WITH HIS BLOOD.

Some Africans are terribly blood-thirsty

and cruel. A chief one day ordered o slave
to be killed for a very small offence. * An
Englishman who overheard the order at once
went to the chiefl and offered him many
costly things if he would spare the poor
man's life. ~ But the chief urned to him and
suid . .
“I don't want ivory, or slaves, or gold;
I can go to yonder tribe and capture vheir
stores and villages. I want no favours from
the white man.” All I want is blood.”

Chen he ordered one of his men to pull
the bowstring snd discharge an arrow at the
heart of the poor slave. 'The Iinglishman
instinctively threw himself in front and held
up his arm, and the next moment the arrow
was quivering in the white man’s flesh. The
black men were astonished. Then, as
the Englishman pulled the arrow from his
arm, he said to the chief :

*‘Here is blood ; I give my blood for this
poor slave, and I claim his life.”

The Chief hai never seen such love before
and he was completely overcome by it. He
gave the slave to the white man, saying »

“Yes, white man, you have bought him
with your bleod, and he shall be yours.™

In a moment the poor slave threw himself
at the feet of his deliverer, and with tears
flowing down his face, exclaimed :

0, white nlan, you have bought me with
your blood ; I will be your slave forever.”

The Englishman could never make him
take his freedom.  \Wherever he went the
rescucd man was beside him, and no drud-
gery was too hard, no task too hopeless for
the grateful slave to do for his deliverer.

If the heart of a poor heathen can thus be
won by the wound on a stranger’s arm, shall
not we, who are “redeemed by the precious
blood of Christ,” give our whole lives also to
His service >—Ckristian Worker.

We are not sure but that the tendencies
of the present day are to a relaxation of will

ower, from various causes. The usec of to-
hbaceo, for instance, where it leaves no im-
press upon the individual, scemsto weaken
the power of resistance in the offxpring. Our
modes of education, if critically examined,
would be found to deal mostly with the in-
tellect and theaffections rather than with the
wili. Loose obiection to authority and con-
stant yielding to undesirable habits on the
part of those with whom we associnte. beget
loose subjection to one’s own self-control. If
there is one thing more than another that
needs to be taught the growing youth it is
mastery of self,and that nos less of his physi-
clal than his moral natwre.—N. Y. Indepen-
dent.
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' The gencrous friend of missions who, some
two years since, gave, out of comparatively
limited means, on: thousand dollars toward
Mr. Aunand’s salary in the New llébrides,
has now given seven hundred and fifty move
for the same purpose. If the giving of the
Church of Christ approached even in a far
off degree this noble standard, soen would
tie Saviour’s command be fulfilled, and the
gospel preached tv every creatare,

Our Theological College at the recont clos
ing, granted its first degree of D. D., and
chose for the honor, Rev. John Morton, of
the Trinidad Mission. Yhether we coasid
er Mr. Mortou’s talents; h:s scholarship’
especially in the Hiodi ; or his long, faithful,
and successful, work in the mission field, the
title is well and worthily bestowed. It is
fitting too that a church which has been for
80 much of its history, a missionary church,
should look to the mission field for the sub
Jject of its first degree. Well worthy a simi-
lar honor, in so far as such things be an hon"
or, is his comrade at arms, the Rev. K. J.
Grant, who has been so snecessful for ascore
of years in the same mission field.

_ The azitation for a revision of the Confes:
sion of Faith, or fora shorter creed in the

Presbyterian Church of Eagland has taken
end by the hearty adoption at the recent
Synod of o comparatively short and simple
statement of Doctrine, embracing the leading
poiuts of the Evangelical faith, The thing
that should keep calm the minds of all who
may fear that revision agitations wlili un-
settle tho foundations of faith, is that the
Bible is far more widely circulated and read
than ever before. And with that, there
is no danger of the great body of Christian
people of any Church deviating far from the
truth of God.

At the closing exercises of the Theological
Hall on April 30th, the following gentlemen
having completed their course of study for
the ministry, received diplomas:—

Daniel McD. Clarke, B.A.. Pictou County:
George M. Johnson, B.A., Stewiacke ; John
A. Matheson, B.A.,Boularderie. C. B.: Chas.
McKay, Scotland ; Ambrase 'W. McLeod,
B. A, P.E. I; Pred W. Murray, New
Brunswick ; F. S. Coftin, B. A., . B. L;

The degree of B.D. was then conferred
upon Rev. Jobn Calder, B. A., and Mr. J.
A. Matheson, B. A., and that of D. I. upon
Rev. John Morton of Trinidad. The St.
David’s prize of $25 for the highest marks at
all the regular class examination was won by
R. A. Falconer, M. A., and the Morrison
prise of $12 for entrance examination in
Hebrew,by J. W. Falconer, M. A. The vala-
dictory was given by Mr. A. W. McLeod,
and addresses by Rev. A. Simpson, Rev. L.
G. Macueill.

Another congregation in the Westorn Sec-
tion of the Church, Central Church, Torontos
has assumed the responsibility of supporting
a missionary to the Foreign Field. They
have named Mr. Normau H, Russell, B. A,
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who has accordingly been appointed to India.
In the development of the missionary spirit
the West scems to be rapidly outstripping
the East, and leading tho way in the work of
evangelizing the world.  The total receipts
for the Foreign Mission Fand in the Weatern
Section of the Church for the pass year were
upwards «f oighty-three thousand doliars,
Rev. J. Wi'kie, who durin, his furlough has
been collecting for a ¢ ilege building at lu-
dore, Central 1ndia, hins sueceeded in vai-ing
over ten thoasind dollaras for that parpose.

The last issue of the Maririme stated
that a severe hurricane had wrought some
damage in the New Hebrides. No partien-
lars have as yet come from our missionaries,
but we clip from the Witness the foilowing
incident of a wreck, viz, “Thatina great
storin on March 4th, the schooner “Kl:a
Mary” was driven on the reefs at Mallicolo
in tho New IHebrides. 1t wasimpossible to
rexanything through the blinding rain till
just before the ship struck.  There were on
board a crew of 18, two passengers, 44re
cruits and 15 returning laborers, making a
total of 79, The first boat which was lower-
ed was manned by four white men and gever-
al of the black crew. The boat was dashed
to pieces while going on shore and the four
white meu were drowned. Those who re-
mained vb board the ship were saved. Sev-
eral of thejrecrnits swamn for the shore and
were drowned or killed after landing.  One
boy bhad to fight his way from the shore to
the mission station, distant ten miles. He,
with twenty of his companions, went with
some patives to a village near the coast.
They were given food, but while eating the
savages set upon them and began tomahawk-
ing the custaways. The boy ran and escap-
ed. Inall, four white men and 47 blacks
were lost,

Many of our readers know the strenuous
offorts thac are made to keep the Chinese out
of the Uaited States and Canada. That
such effort is not wholly unreasonable even
in the eyes of intelligént Chinamen is seen
in the fact that Kee Nee o Chinaman of high
rank in the diplomatic service, speaking in
ono of the American cities recently, said that

¢ He could not conscientiously condemn the
measure, for the reason that ninety per cent
of the emigrants are the worst vagabonds
of the nation, an element of which bis home

Government would gladly be rid.  Did our
1eapected citizens come here, however, he
continued, such a law would not have boen
necessary. ’

If his statement be true there is a vast
deal in it to encourage, for the Chinese will
make their influencs more felt as u nation as
time passes, and the higher the moral tone
of that nation the better for theaworld,

The Western Division of the Toreign Mis-
sion Committeeat its lnst meeting passed the
following resolution :—

“That in view of the great growth of the
Foreign Missions under the care of the West-
ern Divigion of the Committee, and the enor-
mously 1creased correspondence and work
arising thevefrom, the Committee recom-
mends that the General Assembly should
take immediate steps to appoint a convener,
whose whole time and energies shall be given
to this department of the Chureh’s work.”

A bequest of nearly seven thousand dollars
has been for some time lying with the treas-
urer of the Western Scction of the Church,
for the purpose of opening up a mission to
the Jews. Mr. Moctimer Clark, who has
recently returned from a trip to the Holy
Land, has reported the results of inquiries
which he made while there, and the Foreign
Mission Committee, West, has agreed to
take steps for the establishment of such a
mission.

The Western Section of the Foreign Mis-
sion Committee has agreed to authorize Dr
Buchanan, who, with his wife has been at
work at Ujjain, to begin work among tke
Bheels, the Aborigine hill tribes of Central
Indis, of whom there are at least half a mii-
ion, so soon as arraugements.can be made
or the work at Ujjain. Thus the work is
extending in our Central India Mission,
among the myriads who have heretofore
never heard the gospel.

We give in this issue Dr. Cuyler's last
sermon as ‘pastor of [Lufayette Avenue
Church, where for thirty years he has carried
on uo good a work. It is wholesome reading
for ministers and people. We would like to
givein full the account of the grand meeting
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held a few days later,when mauy, both in the
congregation and beyond ity limits, gave
testimany to the grand work He has accom-
plished. Oue part of the evening's entortain.
ment was the presentation to Dr. Cuyler by
the cougregation and friends, of a cheque
for thirly thousund dollars, ovc thousand for
en:h year of his pnitorate.  They were able
to do it, and it was well and nobly done.
He will not be troubled with financial caves
during the evening of his life.  His pastor.
ate has been one of the most successful on
record. Bat it is a matter for thankfulness
that, while few can expect the success, every
Christian may copy the faithfulness; and
while earth’s rewards generally follow sue-
cess, the ““well dones” of Heaven are for tho
““good and faithfal.”

The Preshyterian Church in Ireland has a
very'hopeful mission correspoudingin some
measure to our I'rench Evangelization
Scheme. It is to the Romin Catholics of
Irsland and is called the *Irvish Mission.”
The Missionary Herald, of the Irish Preaby-
terian Church says that the stupidity of Eng-
lish statesmen, which has for so long com-
pelled the people of Ireland to find in their
priesthood the champions of their liberties
has been one of the means of kecping the
mass of the population in blind slavish sub-
migsion to their ecclesiastical authoritiea.
Strange to say the agitation which has been
going on in that unhappy country for some
time is helping the work of the *Irish Mis-
sion. Tne people are awakening more and

- more to thought and inquiry. One book of

which the colporteurs sell large numbers is
the Douay Bible and Testamernt. The Atis-
stonary Herald again says:

“There are only two things which can ar-
rest the development of rationalism such as
we see among the Romanist communities of
the Continent, either an ultramontane re-ac-
cion, or evangelical religion. On the Con-
tinent the development has gone on almost
unchecked, because the people have lost all
faith in their direction. InIreland it is differ-
ent. The people have not go largely lost faith
in their church. The priests have generally
been lenders in the people’s cause, and their
hands have been doubly strengthened by the

fuct that they are subject to Protestant con-
quercrs, So that an Ultramontane re-action
wust at least be taken in‘oascount. Again,
unlike France, Ttaly, and Belgium, Ireland
hastwo relatively strongavangelical chuxches,
the Presbyterian and Episcopal, to lead her
into the way of life. On the mannerin which
these two churchrs use the opportunities
which arise, the religious history of Ireland
will depend.  Probably it will depend more
on us than on the Episcopal Church. We
have never been associnted as it hus been
with political or land oppression. Our testi-
mony to evangelical truth is clearer and more
unhesitating.  Our ecclesinstical system will
probably prove more attractive to wmen
emnncipatiu[I;‘ themselves from hierarchial
thraldom. If we are faithful wo may yet
lead in the regeneration of Ireland.  If we
are unfaithful, I am convinced that in a few
years we shall have to contend either withan
Ultramontane 1e-action which will give us
even fewer openings for mission work than
we now have, or with a scepticism whose
blighting influence will be felt even in our
own borders.

The agents of the *‘Irish Mission” of the
Presbyterian Church in Ireland to the Ro-
man Catholics of that country give in their
reports many encouraging statements.

One says, ““I have about eight years’ ex-
perience during which time I have always,
both in the West and South, found great
access to the hearts and homes ot my Roman
Catholic friends.”,

Another writes, ‘I have been going among
the people in the South for five years, and I
can say most emphatically that in the great
majority of cases the door is opento us. . .
1 have sold the Douay Testament and hun-
dreds of other moral and religious books jto
them.” ’

From another, ‘A Roman Catholic man on
Saturday told me, as we were having a con-
versation about Father——, said he, ‘The
ptiests are losing ground in this country.” I
said, ‘How ? *Why,’ said he, ‘thirty years
ago we thought there were gods who had
come down to live on earth with us ; but we
have found them out to be but men,”

Yetb again, “My experience for eleven
years is that R. Catholice are acceseible to
argument, and when they are approached in
the spirit of love, bigotry disappears.

The following description of the funeral
ceremonies of a chief, in the migsion field of
Old Calabar gives a dark picture of the hor-
rors of heatbenism :— The victims were
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prepared, the grave was dvg very large and
decp  Atono end a crvuin wos formed
where the body was to be placed. This part
was covered with a valuable cloth. Tive of
the youngest wives of the late chief were
brought to the-grave. Their legs and arms
were broken and turned up towards the
body. Oune wife was placed under the chief’s
head, one under each arm, and onc under
cach log. 'Their cries and groans were heart
rending, but even their own parents darved
not interfere.  When the corpse was thus
accommodatsd, six free men were killed and
placed near it. Then fifty slaves were killed
and flung into the bix grave, The hole was
filled up. But tho sacrificing continued for
a whole week. It isamong people of these
habits that the Presbyterian missionaries
fromn Scotland commenced operations. They
have been happily very successful, and have
been inst.umental in a glorious revolutiou.

¢Scotland is full of accomplished men, and
from many a humble home has gone martyr
or missionary. IFrom onc lowly cuttage in
Strathaven, weng the Martin brothers, Wil-
liam, Gavin, and James, two of them to
India, the other 65 Jamaica. Then a son of
James followed, then the surviviog sister,
all five te the foreign field. And when I
gpoke at Kdinburgh to the students on Fri-
day evening, March 14th, two more sons of
those Martin brothers came up to me and
shook my hand and told me they were in
training for the same work. Seven from
one honse-—we might almpst say from one
cradle.  What a land of missionaries woulll
this be if cradles were consecrated ! From
how many other humble homes, whose king-
dom cometh -not  with observation, might
there go forth banas of missionavies to spread
the good tidings.”—Dr. Peawrson writing
JSrom Scotland.

Dr. Pearson, who has been lecturing on
migsions for the past six morths in Britain
to crowded houses, says,

“Itis quite noticeable, first of all that
here as in America, evangelical belief and
evangelistic zeal are insepavably welded.
In proportion to the spread of doubt as to
the realities and verities of the Christian re-
ligion, is the reign of indifference, or at
least of practical apathy as to the missionary
enterprise. A firm (aith in the word of God
and the person of Christ ; clear views of sin
avd salvation, of law and penalty, and of
ai>ning leve and grace, seem 1o be vitally
conn ted with carnestness and enterprise
in - u:li wide evangelism. Nothing has im-
P-¢> mi e more than this, that wherever I

have found any man absorbed and engrossed
in missions, inveriably further acquamntance
has revealed that there was alsn hearty ac-
ceptance, without questions of the grand
truths of christianity ;so that I have come,
aimost uncousciously, to accept intelligent
missionary enthusiasm as a safe guage of
soundness in the faith, Itis to be feared
that the so called “*higher sriticism” is mak-
ing havoc of missions, so far as it prevails,
not only because it insinuvates doubt, if not
mischief, but because it diverts attention
from"whub is practical to what is specula-
tive,

Again Dr. Pearson writea—¢"The farther T
go the more I feel that the great need every-
where is information. The bulk of the peo-
ple do not know the facts about missions, and
if these facts could be widely disseminated
and presented in an attractive manner, no
one can tell the result in quickening and in-
tensifying interest throughont the church.
It is melancholy to see how little even intel-
ligent people know if the real distitution
which exists, the wide arcas get unsupplicd
with missionaries, and the great facts of wis-
sionary history and biography, and, there-
fore, it is that faith in nissions is carly
shaken with some.

In a recent Sabbath School lesson Christ’s
command is “Pray ye therefore the Lord of
the harvest that He would send forth labor-
ers into His harvest”. Dr. Pearson’s words
concerning his mission addresses in Scotland
seem a commentary upon these words. He
says :"—Inall my addresses I have sought to
impress the vital connection of prayer with
missions.  Nothing is more important.
Nothing is so important. The work is es.
sentially Divine in conception and execution-
s This supernatural gospel can accomplish that
supernatural work of couversion only
through o supernatural power, the Holy
Ghost. Prayeris the only hold we.have up-
on the Spirit of God, and therefore pray er is
the single secret of all blessing upon our
work. Prayer means every other form of
blessing. It means plenty of workmen. It
means open doors of access. It brings plenty
of money and means. It brings unction up-
on the workmen. It brings success of the
highest sort on the field. It means large
harvests and frequent harvests. Those who
cinnot go, who have uo child to give and
but little money to give, can prav, and itis
‘noliceable that of all the gifts we can offer,
this of fervent aupplication is most emphasiz-

ed in the New Tesrament.”
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and native food has been abundant., For

et FHrebeides.
LETTER FROM REV. H. A. ROBERT-
SON.

Syoxey, April 16, 1890.
My Dear Mr. Scott :

I have only timefor a very brief note as
the American mail steamer leaves this Port
almost itnmc dintely for San Francisco, via.,
Aucklané and Honolulu.

The best news I have ig that 23 a fanily
wa are well and that we are being blessed in
eur work.  Mrs. Robertson’s health is now
very much better. but she will never be
strong in any climate, but with care we
trust she nay enjoy fair thealth in a mild
climate. A severely cold climate like the
colder parts of Canada I fear she could not
stand, and a moist climate such as the New
Hebrides when fever and ague prevails,
drags all the vigour out of one whose con-
stitution has already heen, much broken by
years of hard work, care and much fever in
that very group of islands. However we
both long to return to our work proper on
Erromanga, and I do hope and trust God has
much work for us there yot—work that will
cheer and encourage the church and oursel-
ves, and be, by God’s blessing, for the cter.
nal good of many of the people o1 that is-
land of undying interest. Ve expect to go
by the steamer on the 21st May or five weeks
from to-day.

Mr. and Mrs, Lauvie go by the steamer.
leaving here on the 23rd instant, they are
looking sb well after their furlough to Scot
Iand, They left their two elder children in
Leith with Mrs. Laurie’s mother that they
might attend school. If any parent should
thiok that it was no trial to leave his child-
ren and go to a heathen land ‘on the opposite
side of the globe, let that parent just try it
for one year. TFour of ours wiil continue
here at school, aod Mabel, now 3% years,
will go back with usto Eriomangn.

T am correcting the proofs of the four gos.
pels and the Acts of Apostles. Our children
are in excellent health and so am L.

The steamer and new mail services arc a
great boon to us all.

With our united kindest regards.

H. A. RoBERTSON,

REPORT FROM REV. J. W. MACKEN"
Z1E.

. Erate, New HEBRIDES.
It is with gratituae to Godjfor His great
goodness to us that I send you my report of
another year’s work. We had no hurricanes,

some months we were in dread of a drought,
and of o failure of the yam crop in conse-
quence.  Such fears, however have been dis:
pelled, and we are now having a rainy seu-
son in carnest.

Our own health has been fairly good, but
thero has been o good deal of sicknoss
amongst our nntives, and several deaths
have occurred.

At one timo we felt somewhat aanxions as
to the result of an attempt on the part o
the settlers, the majority of whom ar
French, to form this sido of our island int
an independent municipality, to be callec
I'rancerille.  So far their independence has
not been acknowledged by eishor Britain or
Trance, but bad it been, there is no telling
what the effect would have been on our
work. But for the present the dark cloud
has been scattered. .

As for several years past a large portion of
my time has been devoted to my training
class. This is a very important departinent
of our work, as thero is now such a demand
for teachers, so many new stations having
been opened up recently, It is quite im.
possible for a missionary to get along with-
out this agency. At present” we have rine
teachers and their wives assisting .in the
work, on irlands to thenorth of us, and there
are applications for many more.

Three of the above were sent out this-year
and two others were settled in a distant part
of our own field,

I wish here to make grateful mention of
the kindness of Mr. Hiugley, of Oxford, who
after supporting a young ritan for three years
and now settled at his own villoge, has un-
dertaken the support of another. I have
also much pleasure in informing you that a
contributioa of a hundied dollars came very
opportunely to hand, just after [ bad admis-
ted several young micn to the clags, but hav-
ing no idea of the source from which their
support was to come.

The most interesting event of the year
was the placing of the New Testament in
Ffatese, in the hands of our people. For the
present the British and Foreign Bible Socie-
ty has borne the expense of printing, but we
Liope to be able to refund the whole amount
in the course of a few years.

A short time ago we sent away by the
Dayspring nearly three thousand pounds of
arrowroot, and 1f we receive anything like &
fair price for it, we should realize about a
hundred pounds (£100) " sterling. Qhis is
much the largest contribution our natives
have ever made in ono year. In addition to
this they sent thirty-four pounds, twelve
shillings and eight pence (£34. 12, 8) to
Mr, Morrison, for the Foreign Mission Iund
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of our church, Considering their number,
our natives have, wo think, done very well
this year.

The various clagses have been kept up re-
gularly, viz., that for the candidates on
Tuesdays aud Wednesdays, and Mra, Mac:
Kenzio's clueses for women on \Wednesdays,
Thursdays, and Friduys, also her school for
tne children of our ncarvest neighbours, as
well as our usual adult and children’s schools.

“Tho work nmongst the remaining heuthen
is much more hopeful than it was when I
sent you wmy last report. We now vigt
Meli regularly, and for some time have not
met with any open opposition.

In the carly part of the year their opposi-
tion was very viplent. One one oceasion as
tho teachers approached their village, »
number of them rushed down to the beach,
armed, and threateved to murder the first
one who should land. Not long after this
one of thechiefs who had never mauvifested
any hostility, came to Fila, when some of the
teachers just referred to, asked him if he
would be willing to receive a present in or-
der that he should allow them to land on his
side of the little island (Mel). \When thosa
hastile, heard that he received the present,
they were very much coraged at him, and
threatened to drive him away. He replied
that he was ready for them whenever they
wished to make the attack. There was
nothing more done, w.awever.

Shortly afterwards one of thosc most op-
posed, ceme to me, complaining that by giv-
ing that man a present, we were making him
a higher chief than the others, T replied that
such was not the case, but that it was mere-
ly to be allowed to land on the island, and
thatif he would he wiliing to receive a small
present we would give him one too. I then
explaioed to him that our object in going to
his village was not to prevent thew from en-
gaging ia their feasting, &e., in which their
hearts are so much ret, but to tell them
God's great love in sending 1lis Son to die
for sinners, and that when they understand
this, they will of their own accord, like the
other villages, give up their old ways. To
this he assented, and since that he has been
much more friendly.

The only other part of our side of the is
land still heathen is Imtang.  You may re
member that when some dozen or moie na-
tives of that district renounced heathenism,
three or four years ago they were obliged, on
account of the opposition of the hewthen, to
move to Brakor. I took two of thesa into
the training c'ass, with & view to sending
them back as teachers, so soon as God_in
His provideuce should open the way. We
visited them from time to time without much
encouragement. Early in the present year

however, we found that a change had comeo
over some of them, and when two of those-
driven away, roturned in the capacity of
teachers, the friendly ones supplied them

with food, and assisted them in  erecting o
house. And one them did more than this,

ho gave o present of pigs to two of the prin-

cipal men of the village, who were still hos-

tile, and who came to the teachers thireaten.

ing to spear them. We have nowa fair pro-

spect of sreingy them all gothered in,

No. of Communicants ................ 158

¢ admilted during year ...... ..o 26
¢ Baptized ... e ... 38
« in candidaves’ class ..... ceeee... 40
¢« in Christian villages, about ..... 500

J. W. MacKEeNZIE.
December, 1889.

LETTER FROM MR. ROBERTSON.

SypNEY, Australia.
To the F. M. Commitlee, Pres Church,
Canada. Eastern Division . —

Dear Brerurey, - I feel Towe an apology
| that for sometime past I have not written as
| fully and frequently sbout eur work as I
i ought to have done.

For the neglect of this clear duty to my
beloved Church in Canada, I am indeed
sotry. Sickness in my fumily and much
bert work alone prevented me writing to
you, and prevented me also from writing to
many S. Schools, W. T. . Societies aud
personal friends that for six years have fully
supported 34 teachers on Brronanga.

1 find now that it is not what we would do
but what is possible, that must be attempred
| in this as in other matters.  \Woik presses
daily upon all missionaries everywhere and
when that is done that cnanotbe left undoue,
both budy and ind are too often incapaci-
ated for any more work or thought. ‘This is
especially true of all who toil in warm moist
climates and among degraded races where
there cannot be, for at least the first number
of years, anything like a true division of
1 labor.
| Before leaving this subject of letter-writ-
" ing, I just wish to ask all who have been, or
i are now supporting my teachers would do me
just the great gindness of writing us a few
lines as they may have time, giving full ad-
dress and that so far as they may he able
they will continue to help us in this great
and good work. Several friends have dis-
continued sending their annual 8§25, and
emall wonaer when I never wrote to thank
them. But, oh, if I could now tell them how
full my very heart has always been, and still
continues to be, of the decpest gratitude to
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them as well a8 to many who still send us
help for my Teacher’s I'und, that would be
to me a great plensure. But I cannat get the
time, and it is bett. r to be frauk at ouce.

However, now that we have a monthly
mail servico I am resolved to attewpt fre-
quent short notes instead of long annual let-
ters and reports,

Mrs. Jiobertson and mysclf, our youngest
child (a little girl of three years) and the nu-
tive nurse expect to get away from Sydney
early in May, if not by the end of April
We will get to Erromanga in 3lay, if we do
not stop at Amcitynm to attend Synod,
which meets at Mr. Laurie’s station (late Dr,
Geddie’s), about the 19th Juue. -

For some time while here T enyaged to
visit congregations and Sunday Schonls in
town and conntry, ana scek to stir them up
in reference to Foreign Mission work gener-
ally, butspecially in relation to the Churches
wotk in the New Hebrides group 6f islande.
I worked for nearly six months for the
Heathen’s Mission Committee and they paid
all my travelling expenses and gave me
something besides.  As I was most kindly
received by ministers and other friends
where ever 1 went there were no hotel
charges to pay.

It would be vanity in me to say I did
much to foster a missionary spirit and active
work and nove liberality during those
months. It would also be vanity to say I
did nothing 1o accomplish such a spirit, such
work and such giving, When I began work
the Committee was £700 sty. in debt. At

their last meeting they had a balance on.

the right side. T'am thankful to know I did

, something to bring about this good result.

I travelled by train, buggy, (as they call a
waggon here) orin the saddle, saw much of
country and enjoyed the society of many
ministers and ministers’ families, and lay-
men, who now are aniong my many mission-
ary and personal friends. 1 travelled as for
as the border of Victoria, and saw its snow-
covered mountains.

Ixeept in the older,—i. e., long settled—
districts the population is, as yet, small‘and
much scattered. The farmers’ houses are,
for the most part miserable and without any
idea of comfort, while as regards such barns
and stables, T never saw one, except on the
estato of some rich squatter, who, perhaps,
owned land by the mile and had thousands
of sheep and hundreds of cattle. I never saw
one wel! ordered, comfortable farm with
good dwelling houses, out-buildings and neat
%&tes and fences, and trig farm-yards and

elds as are so common in England,Scotlaud,
America, or Conada. Good fields I did
g, but no good barng or stables near them.
e backyards and many fields where horges

~

and cattle were grozing I noticed ovsiywhera
almost, were 1eceptacles for old rage, old
shoez, empty tins and broken bottles. What
lamentable want of taste and thrift !  Bub
the peopleare not poor, not a bit of it, many
of them have thousands of pounds in_the
bunk. Ihave never seen in any part of New
South Wales uaythinglike as fine, or as wel-
kept favims as I saw in Ontario, or even in
the Sea Provinces of Canada. But they call
everything furming here,

As regards scenery, no part of New South
Wales can compare with places in Canada.
EvenlittleCape Broton far surpusses this coun-
try in point of ecenery, and you will see bet-
ter scevery in Earltown, or on the Kast Riv-
er of Pictou, than on the Illawahra line, or
Shoalhaven districts. New Zeauland and
Tasmania are remarkable for the grandness
of Mouutain ranges and varied scenery, and
New South Wales in its Sydney Harkour
suprasses, in taat particular, any country I
have ever seen.

All these Australasian Colonies have a
magnificent future before them, however, as
reg rds wealth, and even already they ave
very wealthy, - There is certainly an enor-
mous wealth in these colonies. lu all the
capitals and larger cities in these Australian
and New Zealand colonies, magnificent pub-
lie buildings are now being erected, and even
many of the private houses ave palatial, Six
years ago there was not one fine hotel in all
Syduney, now there are many splendid oncs,
amd others are being built constantly.

There are many godly people in these fair
colonies ; but the great nasses, richand poor,
seem to be living for two objects, and only
two ; namely, riches and pleasure ; not re-
ligion and happiness, which latter is obtain-
able alone by the possession of the former.
Perhaps one-thivd of the people out here ob-
serve the Sabbath, two thirds are practically
heathen—that is civilized pagans. Boat ex-
cursions, pic-nics, parties, driving, visiting,
novel reading, and hotel and small shop busi-
ness are the occupations of every Sunday in
Syduey by the great mass of the people, and
that too by the so-called, educated, respec-
table people. Being a British Celony, law
forbids general business, or Sydney would be
as godless as Paris to-day. Asitis, I don't
think it is any more religious than San Fran-
cisco.

Our three daughters, Chrissie, Nellie, avd
Anuie, are a2t Miss Ellis’ school, aboutthree
miles out of Sydney. Gordon, our son, is8 in
the Cooenvull Academy on the Blue Moun-
tains, and about 100 miles West ofiSydney,
while Mrs. Robertson, our youngest child
(Mabel) and I are boarding in Sydney. We
kept house until about three weeks ago ever
gines we came up to Australia, but on giving
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up Mr. Murray’s house, I wasanxious that
Mrs. Robertson should be free from the care
of a house for a few months before we return
to hard work again, and much constant care
of so many people and schools, as well as our
own house on Iirromanga.

As a family we have been very well, ex-
ceps Mrs, Robertson, who for four months
was seriously ill at Parramatta. Indeed, for
two months I was alarmed about her, for
with the fever she had a most trying cough,
By GGod’s blessing, careful nursing aud medi-
¢al treatment she is now quite better, though
she will never be strong again in a warm
climate. Ienjoy excellent henlth, und as
for our childreu vy ure in perfect health.

I heac vegularly from my Eldersand teach-
ers on Erromaoga  The work is progressing
well ; but alas, the death rate still continues
high. Since I left. many have died, includ-
inw teachers and Nafat the chief of Portna.
'ra?:in. our Kast Station. Natai was the finest
man on East Erromanga since the noble line
of brother Chiefs at Cook’s Bay, the Natais,
Novolons and Lifus’—all gone since our set-
tlement. How we miss them. God seemed
to rnise them up to stand before usin the
first and dark days of suffering and toil,
and this Natai came to the front at their
denth, and has been with us sowing and
reaping. But their work is dove; and of
their happiness now I Lave not the shadow
of a doubt.

Others will doubtless be brought to the
front now to take their places, but those who
were born and who lived for thirty or forty
years in heathenism, scem to make brighter
Christians.  They feit the curse o heathen-
ism and they rejoiced in the freedom from it,
and in the liberty and blessedness of the
Gospel. Those born in Christianity knew
nothing of the wous of heathen darkness and
cruelty, and are not half grateful enough for
their privileges. The workers, however, ave
removed, but the work goes on.

Now that a mail servico has been arranged
to and fromall the islands, you will please
address all letters, magaziues, newspapers
ete., not to the care of Rev. Dr. Steel, or to
the care of any person. but directly to the
missionarv for whom they are intended, via.,
Sydney, New South Wales.

Dr. Steel received a short time since, from
my dear friend, Mr. Hugh Barnett (Mes.srs.
Barnett & Son), of Glasgow, £145 sterling,
proceeds of sale of Erromanga arrow-root!
Thiunk of that !

And nyw with kindest regards,

Ever faithfully, yours,
H. A. ROBERTsON.

Brethren pray for us.

Trinidad.
LETTER FROM REV. K. J. GRANT.
Sax Fervaxpo, Feb. 28, 1890,
The Liditor of the Maritime Preshyterian.

tev. & Dear Sir:—TChrough the cliistian
liberality of J. T. Morton, Es:q., of Leaden-:
hall Street, London, the teacher of onr mis-
sion school, and Babu Lal Behari in this
district are put in possession of a most valu-
able hook by Rev. C. H. Spurgeon, called
tho *‘Interpreter.” M-+, Morton states that
his object in aiding in the circulation of the
book, is tu stitnulate to the regular reading
of a portion of God’s Word daily.

Mr. Spurgeon in his preface says ‘‘Heads
of families often remark to me that they find
a difficulty iu selecting passages from the
Bible for family reading. They desire to
interest the young people, and fiud that they
cannot do so by reading the Bible at random
or even by taking it all'in course. The “In
terpreter” contaias the gist of tho ontire
Bible. It can be read through in one year
when morning and evening worship are
maintained. The portions shouitd be read
conscientiously or much instruction will be
lost. The hope of the writer is that these
selected extracts may lead to the perasal of
the whole sacred volume in an intelligent
manner.” :

I like this book because I find it kelpful
in giving freshness and spirit to family wor-
ship. I think it might be introduced with
profit into families generally. It might bhe
read, say every evesing, and thus the
ground mapp2d out could be gone over m
two years. Some other course might be
adopted for the morning readings.

‘The brief hints given from time to time
are very suggestive, and tne practical les-
sons deduced, often in a very few words,
can’t fail to be profitable. It is eminently
fitted to lead us into a clearer knowledge,and
greater love of the book of God; and it is
when the word of Christ dwells richly in the
individual soul and in the church collectively
that their is vigor, prosperity, and {fruit
bearing.

Yours faithfully,
K. J. GraxT,

A WEEK'S WORK.
BY REV. JOHN MORTON, D, D.

April 6th. -T had as usual three services
and my Bible class. At all three services
there was a good attendance—the church at
Tunapuna being nearly fall at the service
there. At this service eight persons were
baptised into the faith of Christ.
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April 7th.—I took early train to Chga-
uanas, 10 miles. My first duty was to ex-
plore a new settlement on the border of an
extensive Savana which stretches from the
sugar estates of Chaguanas north to the es-
tates on the Caroni, that is, about eight
miles. A ide of two miles throughk cane
tieids brought me to a small village on the
very edwe of this wonderful Savana. The
land is low and flat, but capable of being
Qiained. It has never grown trees, but is
eavered with a crop of tall grass too dense
for man, or hotse, to get through it. Nearly
all the people are Xast Indians, and the
areat number of them have bought the land
upen which they live. Tlhie houses are much
better than those usaally built by- the East
Indians, and there are evident signs of re-
munerative industry. The road is, however,
infamous from tlie nature of the soil, which
is rich aud deep without a pebble. There
are two rum-shops to demoralize the people,
but no school or church. “This ought to be
remedied as soon as circumstances will per-
mit.

One very interesting feature of the placeis
the rice fields. Imagine over one hundred acres
of level land divided into fields of several
acres each by a low bank of earth that can
be made to serve ss a dam to flood the fields
when pecessary. Here magoificent crops of
rice are grown year after year. Only the
top is reaped off as the straw is not needed,
and it is generally kept unthreshed till it is
wanted. The place is said not to be partic-
ularly unhealthy, but the complaints as to
the roads and mosquitoes, at certain seasons
of the year, demanded the utmost resources
of their language.

I returned to breakfast at 11 o’clock. At
noon met Mr. Coffin at the train, and rode
tv Chandernagore, a settlement on the Couva
side of Chaguanas. Here the people were
gathered together in the school for a special
service. At this service 9 persons were bap-
tised by Mr. Coffin—I having preached and
acted us interpreter. This closed the day’s
work. Three times it1ained heavily, but I
was fortunately under shelter, and returned
home dry.

April Sth.—Went to Arima, 8 miles by
railway, and with the contractor Jocated the
new building there. 0One branch of our gov-
ernment railway terminates at Arima.
Around and beyondit lies the Cacao country.
The vote of $400 made by the Woman’s
Foreign Mission Society in September, last,
enables us to occupy this post.

April 9th.—Attended the Government In-
spector in examining Tacarigua, Arouca and
Tunapuna schools for results for the year
ended March 31st. These schools earned re-
spectively §460, 3172 and §205.

April 10th.—Took out the frame of the
Tunapuna school house in Yort of Spain,
and attended a Presbyterial Committee.

April Hth.—Set men to work on new
school-house. Taught my Catechists from
4t0 6.15 p. m. .Prayer mecting from 7 to S,
and taught again till 9 30

April 12th.—Taught my teachers from
7.30 till 11 a. m.

This is an outline of one week’s work with
no attempt as filling in the details. The fol-
lowing weck was quite as busy. 1t is a
specimen of what every of us is called upon
to do if we would fultil our trust. We thank
God for health to work. We need wmuch
grace to do cur work wisely and faithfully.

Jonx dionrox.

Trinidad, April 24, *90.

STATISTICAL REPORT OF TIIE PRES-
BYTERY OF PICTOU FOR THE
YEAR 1889. )

In presentivg their report for 1889, your
committee feel that gratitude is due to the
great HEAD of the Church for the continued
prosperity accorded to the congregations
within our bounds, as indicated by the vari-
ous returns from the sessions. These re-
turns show that there has bLeen growth in
numbers, and, if we are to judge by the lib-
crality of our people during the past year.
(a very important test) there has been growth
in grace also.

Your committee,while expressing satisfac-
tion with the general fulness of the reports,
regret that the incompleteness of some ren-
ders it impossible to make thoroughly accur-
ate and satisfactory comparisons of progress
from year to year. They have in some cases
been compelled to make an estimate them-
selves of some items, from reports of past
years, in order to secure as much accuracy
as possible in the totals.

Begioning with the first item in the re-
ports, we have to record an increase of one
1 the number of our congregations, caused
by the separation of Blue M¢t. and Garden of
Eden from Barney’s River. There are now
20 congregations with the prospect of an-
other being added before the close of the
present year. Three vacancies were filled
during the past year; and there now re-
main three congregations without settled
pastors, or onc less than was reported last

ar.

Besides the regular congregations, there
are at preseat G mission stations,onc of which
is under the charge of an ordained missionary.

The number of churches snd stations sup-
plied during the year was ifty-two, or six
more than the year previous.
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‘The present number of communicin ¢ re-
ported is 5793. The numbec of infants bap-
tized, 339 as against 303 of the previous year,
indicates that the growth within our Chris
tian homes has been advancing and that
pavents have not been neglecting Shcir duty
to present their little ones to the Siviour in
the ordinance of his own apyointment.

Passing on, we notice that the number of
the eldership has also increased during the
years, there being 196 as against 187 of the
previous year.  When we consider the im-
portance of this oftice to the strength and ae-
velopment of our congregations it is gratify-
ing to note that the ma- whoare judged
worthy by our people to fill it with accep-
tance are not becoming fewer. The propor-
tion of clders to congregations in our presby-
tery is very much larger than 1t is in the
whole church. There has also been an in-
crease in the nnmber of other offize-beavers
the total far 1889 being 192, Ord more than
in 1888,

We turn now to colunns of still greater
interest inasmuch as they arve in some degree
an index of the spiritual life of our comur:-
gations, viz., those referring to the prayer-
mecting  and  Sanday  School.  These
ave very justly regirded as important agen.
cies f rmaintainingand promoting the spiit.
ual life of young aud ol i, and statistics with
reference to them must ever be of deep inter-
estto us. The figures given in the co’umn
headed “No. attending weekly prayce-meet-
ing.” are doubtless geacvally a more or less
accurate guess, rather than an estimatz based
upou actual caleulation, hence your comnmi .-
tee feel that the variation in the total of tnis
column from year to year does not imply a
corresponding fluctuation in the interest
manifested in spiritual things by our people
The number reported this year as attending
the weekly prayermeeting is 2350 or a livtle.
over (U0 less than the year previous. On the
other handthe reports indicate an increase in
the attendance at Sisbbath Schos), there be-
ing 3833 in 1889 and 3345 in 18S8.  Fewer
workers in the Sabbath Schoo), however, are
reported.  In 1889 there were 536, while last
year the number had dimisished to 5V7.

According to the reports, congregations
still seem to vegard libraries as an impore-
ant adjunct to Sabbath School work, there
having been nearly 1000 vols. added to these
during the year. The number of bouks ut
preseut in Sabbath Sch-oiaud congregational
libraries is reported as 4950.

There seems to be a certain amount of un-
certainty in the minds of sessious as to what
is implicd by the differcut terms used in the
Assembly’s blanks to desigoate missionary

societics. DMost congregations have 2 or 3
withm theiv bounds. Inali 26 W. F. M.
Societies sre reported and ore missionary
agsocurtion.  There has bern an increase of
two in these societies dwming the past year,
indicating that the intecest in TForeign Mis-
sions among a very imporiant clement in
our congregations i8 not abiting.  Hope-
weil reports a Ladies” Mue Society doing
good waork. .

Tto churches have been built during the
year, and the construction of a third begun.

Turning to the financial part of the re-
ports we find very eancouraging statistics.
The amounts are as a general thing largely
in advance of the previous year.  For con-
gregasional purpuses the totals are as fol-
lowy, stipeud received from all sources $19,-
320, an increase of $2112 over the previous
year ; stipend paid by congregations alene
19051, against $17056 of the previous year :
amount expended on churches and manses
31856 while in 1388 the amount reported in
this coiunmm was $35022 : for other congrega-
tional purposes $5685 or somewhat less than
in 189S, Totil expeaditure for congrega-
tional purposes $38742 or $10093 more than
the year before last.

For the schemes of the church, last year
thera were contributed as foilows 5 Coilege
fund K504 or 827 less than in 1885 ; lHome
Missions 1774 an increaze over the previous
year of §752 ; Augmentation S1184, or $20
more than in 1888 ; PFrench cvangeiization
$1120. an increase of §173 ov the previous
year ; Foreivn Missions $H07, an increase
of 3757 : Aged and Infirm Minister's Fund,
352 or 88 more than in 1885 ; Widows and
Orphan’s Fund (which is not. however, a ve-
gular scheme of the church) 832 against $10
of the previous year: Assembly Expense
IFund 367, an increase of 35 over the year
previons. Total fur the schemes of the
ehuich 58870, as against $7237 contributed
188S.  Is will thus be seen thatin every case
bus one (viz., the cotlege tund) the total con-
tributions to the diflerent schemes of the
church were, last year, in excess of the pre-
vious year, and that in the cise of some of
the senemes the ivcrease in the coatributions
was very marked. This is a state of matters
which calls far sincere gratitude, asit iudi-
cates a genuine interest in the wovk of the
church and the extension of the Redeemer’s
Kingdom. The amount contributed for all
purposes during the year was $47635 as
against 36184 of the year 188S.

The following congregations contributed
to all the schemes of the church, Prince St.,
Pictou ; Jambs church, New Glasgow ; West
River and Green Hill ; United Church, New
Glasgnw;ValeCollieryand Sutherland’s Rives;
Antigonish ; Scotsburn, etc., Kuox Church
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. Pictou ; Union Centre and Lochaber ; Glen-
elg, ete.; Littlo Harbour and Fisher's Grant.
Those contribnting to all the schemes but
oue were, Hopewell, Westville, Stellarton,
and East River. 'To all except two, Sher-
brook, Blue Mountain and Garden of Rden,
and Barney’s River. To all but three Meri-
gomish. Toonly one New St Andrews.
Fourcongregationsfailed to contribute to the
college fund ; one to Home Missions ; one to
French Lvangelization ; one to Foreign Mis-
siong ; seven to Agedund Infinn Mivisters’
Fund ; and five to Assembly Ixpense fund.
All the congregations contributeil to the aug-
mentation fund.

The average countribution per family for
the schemes of the church was z2s follows ;—
United Chureh, 89.37 ; Antigonish, £6.97;
Prince St., $6 4G ; James Chureh, N. G.,
34.61 ; Stellarton 84,61 ; Scotsburn, etc.,
£4.32 : Kaox Chareh, Pictou, $4.10 ; Hope-
well, $3.60 ; Union Centre, S$2.87; West
River & Green Hil), $2.60 ; Bme Mountain
and Garden of Eden, §2.30 : Vale Colliery
and Sutherlznd’s River, 82 06 ; Waestville,
£2.00 ; Bast River, §1.60; Sherbrooke, $1.53;
Little Harbour and Fisher’'s Grant, S1.15:
Barney’s River, $1.00 ; Glenelg, ctc., $1.03;
Merigomish, § .84; New St. Andrews, § .21:

The average contribution per communicant
for the sch:mes of the church was as follows;
United Church, New Glasgow. 84.77 : Prince
St., $2 88 ; Antigonish. 32.74 : Stellarton,
$2.71 ; James Church, N. 5, 38 3 Knox
Church, $2.26: Scotsbhurn,

cte., $1.50;
Hopewell, §! 455 Westville, 31.40 ; West
River, $§1.23 ; Blue Mountaiv and Garden of
Eden, $1.38; Vale Colliery S1.11; Union
Centre and Lochaber, $1.05; East River,
S0 7% : Sherbrooke, $0.71 : Barney’s River,
S0.68 ; Little Harbour and Fisher’s Grant,
£0.65 ; Glenelg, cte., S0.47 1 Merigomish,
$50.40 ; New St. Andrew’s, $0.16. .

The average contribntion per family for al
purposes was :~—~New St. Andrews, $68 39 :
Prince St., $35.15; United Church $28 26 ;
Antigonish, §$22,90 . James Church, N. G.,
'$21.47 ; Knox Church. $20.GS ; Stellartor,
$18.62 ; Hopewell, §17.59 ; Scotsh . cte.,
[14.74 ; West River and Gieen Hill, 811.8S;
Union Centre nud Lachaber. 810 87 ; West.
ville, 810.81 ; Sherbraoke, $10.40 ; Vale Co!-
liery and Sutherland’s River, $9.54; Glenclg
ete., §9 3¢ ; Blue Mountain and Garden of
Eden, 85.66 ; Listle Harbor and Fisher's
Grant, 88.20; Merigomish, $7.S1 ; East
River ; 87.65 ; Barney’s River, $4.55.

The averuge per communicant for all pur-
poses was : New St. Andrew’s £53.06;
Prince St., $15.31 ; United Chureh, N. G.,
S14.59; Koox Church, §811.36; James
Chureh, N. G., §11.31 ; Stellarton, $10,94;

mitted.

Autigonish, §9.02 : Westville, $7.56 ; Hope-
well, 87.12 ; Wese River and Green Hill,
85.62 ; Scotsburn, ete., $3.12 ; Vale Colliery
and Sutherland’s River, 83.11 ; Sherbrooke,
54 83 ; Blue Mountain and Garden of [Xden
54.40 5 ylenelg, ete, §4 27 ; Union Centie
and Lochaber, $3 97 ; Little Harbor nnd
Fisher's Grant, $3.95 ; Merigomish, $3.76 ;
Iast River, 3.4S ; Barney's River, $2.86.

The average over the whole Presbytery
for the schemes of the church was per family
$3.09 ; per communicant $1.59, an increase
over the previous year of £0.42 per family,
and $0.25 per commnnicant.  The average
for all purposes was §16 62 per family, and
%8 22 per communicant—an increase over the
nreceeding year of §3 63 per family, and
$2.12 per communicant,.

These figures indicate a great deal with
regard to the Spiritual life, as well as the
growth and prosperity of var coagregations,
Ve must remember, however, to quote the
words of a recent writer *‘that to have com-
plete statistics of Spiritnal presperity we
mast La -c not only s:atistics of conversion,
but statistics of edification, statisties of love,
gbutistics of humility, statistics of se-
cret praver, statistics of things that the
right hand does, withoat letting the
Ieft hand know ; prophetic statistics—statis-
ties showing the shining sheaves of a bar-
vest a hundred years t come, spripging from
two or three dark seeds that some houored
servant of Christ, whosc life is a poem of re-
g2've and endurance, is now sowing in tears,.”

Your committee in closing their report
would repeat the recommendations submitted
last year.

1. That congregations be urged to pre-
pare as full and accurate reports as possible
and to forward them promptly to the con-
vener of the committee on statistics.

2. Thatin the case of vacant congrega-

" tions and mission stations the moderawors

pro tem. of their sessions take the proper
steps to secure satisfactory statistical re-
turns. All of which is respectfully sub-

Gro. S. Carsox,
Convencer of Committee.

LETTER FROM J. M. BOURGOIN.
Pr.-Aux TreMBLEs, April 30, 1890.

To the Iriends and Supporters of the Pointe-
auz- Trembles Mission Schools :

Asour schools are about to close again for
the summer months we take the liberty of
presenting our numerous friends with a brief
account of the measure of snccess with which
the lord has been pleased to bless the work
at our bands.
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Ounce hundred and forty three pupils com-
ing from tho various parts of the countrv
have this session been in attendance at our
Schools. Ninety-six were boys, and forty-
seven girly, most of them between 15 and 18
years of age. About one-third of them vever
before had the advantage of going to school,
and seventy of them belong to parents who
atill adhere to the errors of the Church of
Rome. In the case of many of them, their
bigotry and prejudices were equal to their
ignorauce.

Souma of them knew nothing about God,
Jesus or the Bible ; and vel gon for them
consisted simply in attending mass, reciting
their beads and going tq confession. For
thesc the form i3 all and the heart or the
mind have nothing to do with religion, the
priest being the only one they counsider re-
sponsible in matters of faith.

They enter in our Schools as in a new
world and when they have passed six months
under the daily training in the Holy Serip-
tures they have generally made such pro-
gress that their friends are surprised and
teel proud at the great change which has
taken place in their children.

The conduct of the pupils has been good
and nothing could surpass their desire to
make pro%ress, many of them complaining
that they had not enough time for studying,
though they rise at half-past five in the
morning and retire only at nine at night.

We would like very much to send to all
the supporters of pupils specimens of their
progress in the form of a letter, but some of
those who did not know their alphabet last
Fall do not feel yet prepared to express their
gratitude to their benetactors in o letter of
their own and they request wme to present
you with the expressiou of their deep thank-
fulness.

Besides the ordinary bransches of study
the pupils bave received every day a Bible
Lesson bearing on the Sacred History, the
life of Jfesus, the Sihorter Catechism in
French, and the main points of controversy
with the Church of Rome. .

Fifteen of ur young men and women, af-
ter a cousistent profession of faith, have re-
cently Leen agmitted into the fellowship of
the Church, so that now there are sixty of
this session’s pupils who are communicauts.

Twelve of our older pupils have asked for
missionary work for the sununer, aud nine
of these are going to be employed as colpur-
tners and teachers. Twelve of our younyg
men are studying with a view to the ninis-
try of the Church. and several young girls
to become missionary teachers.

To all thesc cncouragements the Lord has

just addel another, the good nows that our
Girls' School is going to be enlarged and re-
paired for the coming session. This fills our
hearts with gratitnde towards God and the
generous and indefatigable friends of this
good cause, hough the money raquired for
this is not yet all received we have faith to
believe thas it will all be got before the
work is completed. . .
The pragress of the work, the increasing
interest of the Church and the improvement
in the dispositions of our Roman Catholic
countrymen strengthen our hope that the
light of a glorious day will sson shine upon
this Province and will gladden the heart of
many a servant of the Master.
J. Bouraorx, Principal.

P. 8.—Contributions and scholarships should
be forwarded to
Rev. Dr. Waroey,
108 St. James Street,
Montreal.

THE CHRISTIAN TFAITH.

They tell us there is no more creator, only
cosmicdust. Who made the dust? Thereisonly
protoplasm, indced. Who made protoplasm ?
They tell us of evolution from dust to mon-
key and then to man ; but all the scientists
have never found the missing link, The
simple gospel of the humb'e son of a carpen-
ter, preached Ly twelve fishermen, has sur-
vived the centuries and outlives all other
philosophies of eightcen hundred years. I
am not versed in the tevmiuologv of the
philosophies. I believe them to be oflittle use
to reach the hearts and to iniluence the
actions of simple men.  There is no liberty
in it that lasts, and does not recognize the
Bible.  What is the object of all theology ?
It is to reach the human heart and to coutrol
the actions of men as they are. How many
of us can even understand what the philos-
opher says?

Yon might take the whole Stock Exchange
and read Kant to them, and it would be
utterly incomprehengible to them. Not so
with the teachings of the Golden Rule. . . .
They tell us God must disappear ; that pray-
ing is beggiog : that the Holy Communion is
cannibalism. When did such a religion send
out a missionary ? When you show me a col-
ony of ten thousand people who hive come
to live decently by its teachings, I may be-
lieve it. But I say now that the Christian
faith of my mother is good enough for me.
If we believe this faith swhat harm? If we
disbeleve it, and thereby do wrong, what of
our future >—FProm Orations and After-din-
ner Speeckes of Chauncey M. Depew.
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Hvrtime - Fbles,

Rev. M. G. Heury hasreturned from Har-
bor Grace.

Rev. A. H. Cameron is laboring at Meta-
pedia for a time.

Rev. Ii. McNab has resigned the charge of
Newport congregation.

A Society of Christian Endeavor was
formed in New Annan, April 23rd.

tev. R. Laing has resigned the pastorate
of St. Matthew’s church, Halifax.

The rinancinl report of Syduey Presbytery
shows a marked increase in liberality.

Rev. J. W. McLonnan has been called to
the congregation of West Cornwallis.

Mr. T. S. Coffin, licentiate, goes to Bay
of Islands, Nfid., for the summer.

Sydney Presbytery meets in Falmouth St.
Church, on the third of June at 10 o’clock.

_Halifax Presbytery has now eight vacan-
cies.

Rev. S. Rosborough has tendered his re-
signation of the congregation of Sheet Har-
bor.

The Presbyteriaus of Lower Steswiacke in-
tend erecting o manse during the comiug
summer.

Grove Church, Richmond, calls Rev. J-
. semth, who has for the past year labored
n River Hebert.

Sydney Presbytery approves the remit
that the representation to Assembly be ve.
duced to one-sixth,

The Presbytery of Wallace has made ap-
plication to the Hunter IFund for aid in
bnilding a new church.

Rev. D. McLean has resigned the pastoral
charge of the congregation of Earltown and
W. B. River John,

Rev. J. W, McLellan has been called to
the congregations of Montrose, . E. 1.,
Watervale and Lakeville, N. S.

Mr. Alexander Laird, Student Catechist,
has been appointed to assist Mr. Graham,
the postor of St. Johns, Nfld.

The separation of the congregation of Pug-
wash and Oxford unto two separate pastoral
charges from June 2nd.

Urbania, Hants Co., has a Society of
Christian Endeavour, with ¢twenty active,
and three asgociate mémbers.

Last year its vacancies were all Zlled.

The Tuternational live of steamers running
from Annapolis to Beston has this season
stopped the running of its boats on Sabbath.

Halifax Presbytery, on May lst, licensed
tho following studeuts: Messrs, D. MeD.
Clark, T. S. Coftin, A. W. McLeod, Chas.
McKay, F. W. Murray.

The congregation o Weldford, Now Bruns-
wick, Rev. Wm. McLeod, pastor, has built
o fine new church, which was opened on
Sabbath, May 11, by Rev. N. McKay.

By the will of the late Peter Ross, of Hali-
fax, his widow has the use of this property
during her life and at her (death it goes to
the Presbyterian Theological College.

The executors of the Gregor estate, Cove
Head, P. E. Island, have paid in to the
Agent of the Church $200 for the schemes.
This amount is to be given yearly for ten
years,

The Voice announces that arrangements
have been completed with ex-Governor St.
Jobn, of Kansas, one of the great prohibition
leaders, for forty nights in the Maritime
Provinces,

Rev. Jobn Murray and D. McMillan were
appointed by Sydney Presbytery, a delega-
tion to visit Cape North in May. Mr. Mur-
ray to moderate in 2 call to Rev. E. Me-
Kenzie while there.

Ou the evening of May 4th, Rev. I. H.
Jordan, formerly of St. Andrew’s Church,
Halifax, preached his farewell sermon in
Krskine Churcn, Montreal. He proceeds to
Germuny to persue a special course of study.

The commissioners to Assembly fromn Syd-
ney Prosbytery are Messrs. Forbes, D. Me-
Mzllan, WV, Calder, A. Farquhbarson, wminis.
ters; and D. McLennan, E:q., Alex. Me-
Alzkill, Capt. McKay. and V. Campbell,
elders.

Sheet Harbour congregation, after enjoy-
ing the services of Rev. 8. Rosborough for
nearly six years, isagain to be vacant.” This
congregation is so extensive that a minister
cannot cudura for many years so much physi-
cal toil. Sceps should be taken to effect a
division.

The catechists in the Presbytery of Syd.
ney are appointed for the summer as fol-
lows :—Mr. Malcolm McLeod to North Riv-
er and North Shore , Neil K, McLennan to
South Gut and English Town ; W, W. Rain-
nie to Little Bras d’Qor ; and D, 0. McKay
to Louisburg.

The Presbyterians of Mulgrave, have com-
pleted their pretty church, and it was form-
ally opened for Divine service on Sabbath,
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May 11th, by Rev, J. R. Munro. As the!THE UNANSWERABLE ARGUMENT.

station is yet very weak any aid will be
thankfully received. Communications may
be addvessed to Mr. Thomas McLeod, Muil-
grave.

The Campbell estate, Charlottetown,
through Rev. J. 8. Carruthers, executor,
will pay by Juue 1st, $3,000 for Forveizn
Misstons, ‘U'he sams estate also provides
£U0v to found a bursary available for candi-
dates for the ministry of the Presbyterian
Church.

Bedford Waverly, and Sackville is to he
supplied during the summer by a catechist.
Mr. W, McKenzie, who luboured so sucuess-
fully in Labrador, is now occupying these
gtations. An ordained missionary will be
placed over them next antumn,

‘T'wo congregations in the Mavitime Provin.
ces became self-sustaining last year, namely
Parrsboro, and Luch Lomond. Two uew
ones, however, huve been formmed, Oxford
and Lower Stewiacke, which now receive aid
from the Augmentution Fuud.

The small congregzation of Carleton and
Chebogae, Yarmonth  County, comprises
thirty families. Though weak yet they
are loyal and spirited, and raised last year
$151 for Chnreh Schemes.,  Rev. E. Thorpe
is now to be placed over them as an ordained
missicnary .

Very inferesting and successful evangelis
tic services have been held in Freetown, P
E. I, by Rev. Wm. Tufts, pastor, during
the past winter. About sixty have for the
first time professed their faithin Christ. The
same district has just erected a neat church
the movement beiny largely the cutcome of
3he revival,  Thus they prove their faith by
their works.

Rev. . McDougall has been for eleven
years pastor of the congregatton of West
Bay, C. B., and a few wecks since the man
agers waited upon him, and gave him 3180
fo purchase a suitable carriage. Such a
token of apprecintion after a lengthened pas-
torate, is most encougaging. The new cur-
riagze will mean much, out still more precious
will be the love behind it that prompted it,

As the Scotch Church, Bosten, is Mari-
timne, so far ag the pastor and nearly all the
people ave concerned, we are glad to record
here that at the Communion on April 13th
seveny one united with the church hy pro-
fessiotn, and nine by certificate. On™ a re-

ceived a prize each, for correctly reciting at
ope sitting the *‘Shorter Catechism.” The
congregation raised last year for all purposes
over $9000.

I was told he was a respectable old man,
honest, industrious, God-fearing, and he
worked upon the toads.  Hot or cold, sum-
mer or winter, year in and year out, Thomas
was always to be found thus engaged at his
daily tagk in the neighborhood of my home.

Oue day, when we were out walking, we
stopped to talk to Thowas, and the old man
grew earnest in speaking of his favorite
theme—the love of God. He said that when
he was young he cared not for the concerns
of eternity, and that he becume very differ-
ent afterwards.

“Aye,” he said, as nearly as I can remem-
ber, *‘there was an infidel once as used to
come and argue with me about religion, and
one day I turned to him and said, ‘You knew
n.e as I used to beforc I gave my heart to
God ; now, tell me, was I a better man
then ; nay, was I half as good a man as 1
have been since?”

"I'he sceptic bad not a word to say.

The argument was unanswerable. Ie
huew what a sad, sinful young man the old
rondmaker bad been before he became a new
creature in Christ Jesus, and he could not
deny the change had been abeen a beneficial
one.

Let us see that we show forth by the pow-
«r of a changed life the beauty and desivable-
ness of tiue rebgion.

*Regeneration, the second birth, is an
essential ¢ edition to adoption into the fami-
ly of God. God gives to us the Spirit of
adoption. e fits us for our wondious son-
ship. Then follow these “*benefits.” —assur-
ance of Clod’s love, prace of counscience, joy
in the Holy Ghost, increase of grace, and
perseverance therdin to the end.”

“Living waters,” it hag been said, ‘‘can-
no: be stiyed unless they freeze, and the
pond that has no outlet becomes stagnant.
So the individeal who exists for sclf alone,
dwarfs and paralyzes’ his soul, and the
Church that see-s simply its own upbuild-
ing, dies even white it has a name to live.
‘Not to be ministered unto, but to minister,’
was the precept and example of our blessed
Master.”

“The Belgians are the champinn driukers.
More spirits go down their gullets taan of
any other nationality on earth. Their stom-
achs are their exchequers, into which they
put on an average to every inhabitant two
hundred and forty quarts of beer and thir-
teen quarts of spiriya—new born bah'es in-
clude%. The government is arouses t¢ some

feeble effort to reduce the amount.”
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THE JOYS OF THE CHRISTIAN
MINISTRY.

THE CLOSING DISCOURSE OF THE REV. ‘THEO,
. CUYLER, D, D, IN THE LAFAVEITE
AVENUE CHURCH, BROOKLYN,

APRIL 6, 1890,

“«For what is our hopo or joy or crown of re-
Joluing? .re not even vo mtho presonce of our
Lord Jesus ¢hrist at His coming? lor ye uare
our glory and joy." -1 L hes. 2, 19-20,

These words were written by the most re-
markable man in the annals of the Christian
Church. Great interest is attachod to them
from the fact that they ave purt of the first
inspired espistle that Paul ever wiote. Nay,
more. The letter to the Church of Thessa-
lonica is probably the carliest av to date of
all the beoks of the New Testament. Paul
was then at Corinth, about 52 years old, in
the full vigor of bhis splendid prime. His
spiritual sun Timothy Mings him tidmgs
frem the infant church in Thessalonica that
awukens hia solicitude. He yearns to go and
see them, but he caunot ; so he determines
to write to them, and one day he lays aside
his tent needle, seizes his per, and when that
pen touchus the papyrian sheet the New
Pestument begms.,  The Apestle’s great,
wirm heart kindles and blazes as Le gous on,
and at length bursts out in this impassioned
utterance :  “Ye arc my glory and joy.”

Paul, I thauk thee for a thousand things,
but for nothing do L thank thee more than
for that golden sentence. Iu these thrilling
words, the greatest of Christian pastors, ris-
ing above the poverty, homelessness, and
scorn that surrounded him, reaches forth his
hands and grasps Lis royal diadem, No man
shall rous the aged hero of his ctown. No
chaplet worn by a Ron.an ¢ mqueror in the
hour of his brightest trinmph nivals the cor
onal that paster Paul sce flashing before his
eyes. ltis a crown blazing with stars ;
every star an immortal soul plucked from
the darkness of sin into the light and JiLerty
of a child of God. Poorishe? He igmak-
ing many rich. Despised is he ? He wouldn't
change places with Creser. Homeless is he ?
His citizenship is in heaven. wheve he will
find myviads whom be can meet and say to
them, “Ye, ye are my glory and joy.” Six-
teen centuries after Paul uttered these words,
John Bunyan re-echoed them when he said,
“I have counted as if I had goodly buildings
in the places where my spiritual children
were born. My heart has beey so wrapt up
in this excellent work, that X accounted my-
self more honored of God tuan if He had
made me emperorof all the world, or the
Tord of all the glory of the earth without it.

T

He that converteth a sinner from the error
of his ways, doth save a soul from death ;
and they that be wise shall shine as the
brightness of the firmament.”

Now the great Apostle expressed what
every ambassador of Christ constantly ex-
periences when in tho thick of the Master’s
work. Hisare the joys of acquisition. His
purge may be scant, his teaching may be
humble, the field of his labor may be 8o ob-
gcure that no bulleting of his achievements
are ever proclaimed to an admiring world,
ditliculties may sadden anl discouragement
bring him to his knees, but I tell you that
obscure, toiling man _of God has jeys vouch-
safed to himjthat o Frederick or Marlbor-
ough never knew on the tie!ld of bloody -
umph, or that a Rothschild never dreams of
in his wmansions of splendor, nor an Astor with
his stores of gold.  Every nugget of fresh
truth discovered, makes him happier than
onowho has found golden spoil ; every at-
tentive aunditor is a delight ; every look of
interest on a human countenauce, f{lashes
back to illuminate his own. Above all, when
the tears of penitence course down a cheels,
and o retucning soul is led by him to the
Saviour, there is great joy in heaven over o
repentant wandever ; there is a joy in that
mister's heart too exquisite to utter. Then
he is repaid in full measure, pressed down,
running over fote his bosom. Converted
3ouls ate jewels in tho caskets af faithful
parents, teachers, and pastors. They shall
tlash in the diadem which the righteons
Judge shall give them in that great day. Ab,
it is'when awambassador of Christ sces an
army of young couverts, and listens to the
firet utterances of their new born love, and
when he presides at & communion table
and secs his spiritual offspring gathered
around him, more true joy that faithful pas.
tor feels, than “Casar with a Senate at his
heels.”  Rutherford of Scotland only voiced
the yearnings of every true pastor’s heart,
when he exclaimed, ‘O how rich were T if I
could obtain of my Lord the salvation of you
all.  What a prey had I gotten to have you
all caught in Christ’s net.. My witness is
above, that your heaven would be two
heavens to me, and the ealvation of you all
would be two salvations to me.” °

Yet, wy beloved people, when I recall the
joy of my forty-four years of public ministry,
I often shudder at the fact of how near I
came to losing it. For very many months
my miod was balancing between the pulpit
and the attactions of a_legal “and political
career. A single hour.in a village prayeis
meeting turned tha scale. But perhaps be-
hind it all, a beloved mother’s piayers were
moving the mysterious hand that- touched
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the poised balauce, and made souls out.
weigh silver. and oternity outweigh sime.
Would that L could lift up wy voice this
morning in every academy, college, and uni.
versity on this broad continent. i would say
to cvery gitted Christinn youth, “God and
humanity have necd of you.” He who ro-
deemed you by His precious bleod, has a
sovereign right to the best brains and the
most persuasive tongues and the highest cul-
ture. Why crowd into the already over-
crowded professious ?  The ovly occupation
in America that is not overdone, is the oc.
cupation of serving Jesus Christ and saving
souls, I do not aflirm that a Christian can.
not serve his Master in any other spheré or
calling than the Gospel winistry ; but I do
affirm that the ambition for worldly gain and
worldly honors is sluicing the very heart of
God’s Church, and drawing out to-day much
of the Churcl’s best blood in their greedy
outlets ; and I fearlessly declare that when
the most splendid talent hus reached the
loftiest round on the ladder of promotion,
that round is many rungs lower thun the
pulpit, in which a consecrated tongue pro-
clatins a living Christianity to a dying world.
When Lord Etdon from the bar, what Web-
ster from the Senate chamber, what Sir
Walter Scott from the realms of romance,
what Darwin from the field of science, what
monarch from Wall streot or Lombard street
con carry his gold up to the judgment seu'.
and eay, “These are my joy and crown !”
The laureis and the gold will be dust—ashes.
But if s0 a humble servant of Jesus Christ as
your pastor, cau ever point to the gathered
{lock urrayed in white before the celestinl
throune, then ho may say, ‘‘iVnat is my hope.
or joy, or crown of rejoicing? Are not even
ye in the presence of Christ at His coming ¥”

Good friends, I have told you what aspir-
atious led me to the pulpit as a place in
w ich to servemy Master,and I thank Christ
the Lord for putting me in the ministry. The
forty-four years 1 have speut in that office
have been unspeakahly happy. Many a far
bett er man has not been as bappy, from
cau ses beyoud contral. He may have had
to contend with feeble health, as I never
bave ; or o despondent temperament, as I
never have ; or have struggled to maintain a
large household on a slender purse ; he may
have been placed in a stubborn field, where
the Gospel was shattered to pieces on flinty
hearts. Fromall such trials kind Provi-
dence has delivered your pastor. My min-
istry began in a very small church. For that
1am thankful. Let no young minister envy
a largoe parish at tho outset. The clock that
is not content to strike ‘‘one,” will never
strike “‘twelve.” Iu that little parish at

Burlington, N. J., I had opportunity for the-

two most valuable studics for any minister—
God’s Book, and individual hearts, My next
call was to organize and serve au infant
church in Trenton, N. J., and for that I am
thankful. Laying the foundation cf a new
church affords capital tuition in spiritual ma-
sonry, and the walls of that church have
stood firm and solid for forty years. The
crowning mercy of my Trénton ministry was
this : that one Sunday while I was watering
the flock, a goodlier vision than that of Re-
becca appeared at the well’s mouth, and the
sweet sunshine of that presence has never
departed from the pathway of my life.  To
this hour the prosaic old ecapital of New
Jersey has a halo of poetry floating over it,
sod I never go through it without waving a
benediction from o passing train.

The next stage of mny life’'s work wuas a
reven yeare’ pastorate of the Market-street
Church in the City of New York. 7o those
seven years of hard and happy labor I look
back with joy. The congregation swarmed
with young men, many of whom have risen
to prominence in the commercial and re-
ligious life of the great metropolis. The
name of Market street is graven indelibly on
my heart. I rejoice that the quaint old edi-
fice still stands, and welcomes every Sab-
bath a congregation of landsmen and of sail-
ors. During the year 1858 occurred the
great revival, when a mighty wind from
heaven filled every house where the people
of God were sitting, and the glorious work
of that revival kept many of us busy for six
months night and day.

Early in the year 1860 a signal was made
to me from this side of the East River. It
came from a brave little band then known
as the Park Presbytering Church, who had
never had any instatled pastor.  The signal
at first was unheeded, but a higher than
human hand seemed to be hehind it,and I had
only to obey. That little flock stood like the
man of Macedonia, saying, “Come over and
help us,” and after I had seen the vigion, im-
mediately I decided to come, assuredly con-
cluding that God had called me to preach
the Gospel unto them.  This morning my
memory goes back to that chilly, stormy
April Sunday, when my labors began as your
first pastor. About two hundred and ffty
people, full of grace and grit, gathered on
that Easter morning to see how God could
vollaway stones that for two years had
blocked their path with discouragement.
My first message many of you remember. It
was “I determined not to know anything
amoug you save Jesus Christ and Him cruci-
fied.” Of that little company the large ma-
jority has departed. Many of them thero
are among the white robed that now behold
theirrisen Lord in glory. Of the seventeen
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ohurch officers, elders, deacons, and trustees
then in oftice who greeted me that day, only
four are living, aud of thut number only one,
Mr. Albion P. Higgins, is now a member of
this congregation. I wounder how many
there aro this morning that gathered before
my pulpit on that Iaster Sunday thirty
years ago, As mauny of you as there are
present that were at that sevvice thirty years
ago, will do me a favour if you will rise in
your pews. (Thirteen people here stoad up.)

God bless you! 1i it hadn’t been for you,
this ark would never hayve been built, Ah!
we had happy days in that modest chapel.
The tempest of civil war was raging, with
Lincoln’s steady haod at the helm. We got
our share of the gale, but we set our storm
sails, and every one that could handle ropes
stood at his or her place. Just think of the
contributions that small church made duriug
the first year of my pastorate—$20,000, not
in paper, but in gold! That little band in
that chapel was not only generous in don-
ationg, but valiant in spirit, and it was un-
der the gracious shower of arevival that we
yemoved into this edifice on the 16th of
March, 1862, The subsequent history of
the church was published so fully at the
uotable anniversary five years age, that I
need only repeat the chief hoad-lines in a
very few seutences, In 1863 Mr. William
‘Wickes started a school, which afterwards
grew into the Cumberland-street Church. In
1866 occurred that wonderful work of grace
that resulted in the addition of 320 souls to
our membership, 100 of them heads of famil-
jes. As a thank-offering to God for that rich
blessing, the Memorial Mission School was
established, which was soon organized into
the Memorial Presbyterian Church, now on
Seventh avenue, undet the excellent paistor-
ate of my brother Nelson. During the win-
ter of 1867 a conference of gentlemen was
held in yonder study. which set on foot the
present Classon avenue Church, where my
brother Chamberlain ministers equally satis-
factorily. Olivet mission was organized in
1871. It will always be fragrant with the
memory ot Horace B, Griffin, its first super-
tendent. The Cayler Chapel was opened on
Atlantic avenue in March, 1886, by our
Young Peoples Association, who are main-
taining it most vigorously. The little Cor-
win mission on Myrtle avenue was estab-
lished by a member of the church, to perpetu-
ate his name, and is largely sustained by
members of this church. ’

Of nll the efficient, successful labors of the
Lafayette Avenue Temperance Society, the
Women's Home and Foreign Missivnary So-
ciety, their Benevolent Society, the Cuyler
Mission Baud, the Daughters of the Temple,

and other kindred crganizations, I have no |,

time or place to speak this morning. But I
must repeat now what I have soid in past
years, that the two strong avms of this church
ave its Sunday-scheol and its Young Peoples
Association, Tho former has been well kept
up to the ideal of such an institution. It is
that of a training school of young hesvts for
this lifo and for a life to come. God’s bless-
ing has desconded upon it like the morning
dew. Of the large number of children thas
have been envolled in its classes 730 have
been received into membership with this
church alone, and to the profession of
faith in Christ, to say nothing of those who
have joined elsewhere. 'Warmly do 1 thank,
and heartily do I congratulate our beloved
brother, Daniet W. McWilliams, and his
faithful group of teachers, and the superin-
tendent of the primary department and her
{;roup of agsistants, on the seal which God
108 get upon their lovely work. When they
contemplate the long array of children whom
they have guided toJesus, they too can ex-
claim ¢‘What is our joy or crown of rejoicing?
Are not even ye in the Lord ?” If the Sun-
day-school has rendered good service, 80 has
the well-drilled, well-weaponed Young Peo-
ple’s Association, The fires of devotion have
never gone out on the altar of their Monday
evenicg gatherings. For length of age and
number of membership combined, probably
it surpasses all similar young pecples associ-
ations in our country. About three thouse
and names have been on its membership roll,
and of this number twelve have set their
faces towards the Gospel ministry. 0. what
a source of joy to me that I can leave that as-
sociation in such a_high condition of vigor
and prosperity. No church cau languish, no
church can die while it has plenty of young
blood in its veins.

What has-been the outcome of these thirty
years of happy pastorate? As far as the re-
sults can be tabulated the following is,a brief
summary : During my pastorate here I have
preached about 2750 discourses, have deliv-
ered a very large number of public addresses
in behalf of Sunday-schools, Young Mens
Associations, the temperance reform and
kindred enterprises for advancing human
welfare. I have officiated at 982 marriages.
I have baptized 962 children. The total num-
ber received into membership of this church
during this time has boen 4223. Of this
number 1920 have united by confession of
their faith in Jesus Christ. An army, you
see, an army of nearly two thousand souls,
have enlistedd usder the banner of King
Jesus and taken their sacramentum or vow
of loyalty before this pulpit. What it our
crown of rejoicing? Are not even they in
the presence of Christ at His coming?

Itie due to you that I should comnmend
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your liberality in gifts to God’s treasury.
Duting these thirty years over $G40,000
have been contributed for ecclesiastical aud
henevolent purposes, and about $700,000 for
thé maintenance of the sanctuary. its wor
ship and ite work.  Overa million and a
quarter of dollars has passed through these
chuunels.  The successive bousds of trustees
have maraged our financial affuivs carefuily
and efliciently,  The architectu. ¢ of ths
noble edifice 13 not disfigured by any mort-
gago. Thope it never will be.

I here is one department of ministerial la-
bor that has had a peculiar atiraction to me
and afforded me peenliar joy. Pastora]l work
has always been my passion. 1t has been
my rule to know everybody in this congrega-
t on, if possible, and seldom have 1 aliowed
a day to pass without a visit to some of your
homes. I fauncied that you cared more to
have a warm-hearted pastor thana culd-
blooded preacher, however intellectual.  To
carry out thoroughly a system of personel
oversight, to visit every family, to stand by
the sick and dying beds, to put one’s self m-
to sympathy with aching hearts and bereav-
¢d households, is a process that has swallow-
ed up time, and I te!l yeu it has straived whe
nerves prodigivusly.  Costly as the process
has been it has paid.  If I have given ser.
mang to you, I have got sermons trom you-
The closest tic that binds us together is that
sacred tic that has been wound around the
eribs in your nurseries, the couches in your
sick chambers, the chair at your fireside,
and even the cotlins that have burne away
your precious dead. My fcndest hupe 18
that however much you wmay honor or love
my svceessor in this pulpit, you may ever-
more keepa warm place in the chimney
of your hearts for the man who gave the best
thirty years of lus lifc to your scrvice. Here
let e bespeak for my suucessur the most
kind and reasonabie allowance of pastoral
labors. Do not ¢.pect tov much from him.
Very few nunisters have the peculiar passin
for pastoral service that I have had, and if
Chiist's ambassador, who shall occupy this
pulpit, proclaims faithfully the wiole Gos-
pel of Ged. anl  Dring: a sympathet'e
haart to your house, do wot criticise
him unjustiy  because he may not
attempt to make {wenty-five thousand pas-
toral visits in thirty ycars. IHouse to house
visitation has only been one hemisphere of
the pastoi’s work. I have accordingly en-
deavoured to guavd the door of yonder study
s0 that I might give undivided energy to
preparation for this pulpit. You know, my
d.ar people, how I have preached and what
1 have preached.  In spite, of my interrup-
tions, I have honestly handled each topic as
best I could. The minister that foolishly

~

runs races with himself is doomed to an carly
suicide. Allthat I claim for my sermons is
that they have been true to God’s Book and
the Cross of Jesus Christ, have been simple
enougl: for u child to understand, and have
had sor cach full view of the judgment seat,
1 have aimed to keep this palpit abreast of
all great inoral rcforms and human progress.
and the majestic u avchiogs of the kingdom
of King Jesus.  The prepuation of my ser-
mons Las bean an uospeakable delight. The
mama fell fresh every moming, and it had
to me the sweewsees of argels’ foud.

Ab, there ave many shmp pangs before
me! None will he charper tlan the hour
that Lids farewell te yonder ilessed and te-
loved study. TFer twenty cight ycars it has
Leen my daily home, ene of the dearcst spots
this side of heaven. From its walls have
looked down upon e the inspiring faces of
Chalwers, Chavles Wesley, Spurgeon, Lin-
coln and G ladstone, Adams, Storrs, Guthrie,
Newman Hall, and my bheloved teachers
Charles Hodge and the Alexandersof Prince-
ton. ‘hither your infaut children have been
brought on Sat.bath mornings awaiting their
baptismm,  Thither your older childien have
come by hundreds, to coverse with me about
the welfare of their souls. Thithar have
come all the candidates for admissien to the
fellowship of the church, and have made
there their conf ssion of faith and theiv al-
legiance to Christ. O what blessed inter-
views with inquirers have been held there!
What sweet and happy fellowship with my
successive bands of eclders, some of whom
haye joined the general assembly of the re-
decmed in glory!  That hallowed study
has been to me sometimesa Bochim of tears,
and scinetimes a Hermon, when the vision
was of 1.0 man save Jesus ounly.  And the
work right there has been a wider one for a
far wider multitude than these walls contain
this morning. T have written there nearly
all the hundreds of articles which have gone
out through the religious press, over this
country, over Great Britain, over ISurcpe,
over Australia, Canada, India, and New
Zealand. During my ministry I have pub
lished about 3200 of these articles. Many of
them have been gathered into hooks ; many
of them translated into Swedish, Spanish,
Dutch, and other foreign tongues. They
have made the scratch of a very humble pen
audible to Christendom. The consecrated
pen may be ore powerful than the conse-
crated tongue. Idevoutly thenk God for
having condescended touse my humble pen
to the spread of lis Gospel, and I purpose
with His help to spend much of the brief re-
mainder of my life in preaching His glorious
Gospel through the press.

I am sincerely sorry that the necessities of
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this hour eeem to require 50 personal a dis.
course this morning; bat I must hide be.
hind the exampls of the great Apoistle who
gave me my text.  Because he reviewed his
ministey among his spiritusl children cf
Thessalonica, I'may be allowed to review
my own, Loo, standing here this morning un-
der such peculiar circumstances.  ‘These
thirty years have been to me yc'rs of un-
bounded joy. Sorrows I huve had, when
death paid four visits to iny house ; but tho
sorrow taught sympathy with the grief of
others. Sins I hive committed—too many
of them ; your patient love has never cast o
stone. ‘I'he faults of my ministry have been
my own. The successes of my ministry have
been largely due, under God, to your co op-
cration, and above all, to the amazing grod-
ness of our Heavenly Father. Looking my
long pastorate squarely in the fuce, I think
I cun honestly say thav I have been no man's
man. Ihave never courted the rich, nor
willfully neglected the poor. I have never
blunted the sword of the Spirit, lest it should
cut your consciences, or concealed a truth
that it inight save a soul,

In no large church is there o psrfect com.
munity of tastes as to preaching. I do not
doubt that there are some of you that are
quite ready for the-experiment of & new face
in this pulpit, and perhaps there may be
some who are lusting after the fat quail of
elaborate or philosophic discourse ; for dur-
ing thirty years I have tried to feed you on
nothing but manna. Whatever the ditfer-
enco of taste, you have always stood by me
true as steel.  This has been your spiritnal
home, and you have drunk every Sanday
from your own well, and though the water
of life has not always been passed up to you
in a richly embossed silver cup, it was drawn
up, the undiluted Gospel from the iuspired
fountain head. o hear the truth, heed the
truth, to “‘back” the trutn with prayer and
teil, has been the delight of the stannchest
members of this chureh.

O the children of this church are inexpres-
sibly dear to mo! There are hundreds here
to day that never had any other home, nor
ever knew any other pastor. I think I can
say that ‘‘every baptism has baptised us iuto
closer fellowship, every marriage has married
us into closer union, every funeral that bore
away your beloved dead, only bound us more
strongly to the living.” Iivery invitation
‘rom another chur:h—and I have had some
very attractive ones that I never told you
about—every iovitation from another church
has always been promptly declined, for I
long ago determined never to be pastor of
any other than Lafayette-avenue Church.
What is my joy or crown of rejoicing? Are
nol even ye—ye—in the presence of Christ

at His coming? \Why then sunder a tie that
is bound 1o every fibre of my inmost heart?
I will tell you. [ will answer you frankly.
‘There must be no concenlments or false pre-
toxts botween us. In the fiist place, as I
told you two months ago, I have determined
to make wy thiv ioth anniversary the term-
ival point of my present pastorate. I deter-
wined not to outstay my fuilest capacity for
the enormous work demanded hers.  The
oxtent of that demanded work increases
every twelvemonth.  ‘Phe requirements of
preaching twice every Sunday, to visit the
vast pumber of families directly connected
with this church, attending funeral services,
conforring with committees about Christian
work of various kinds, and numbherless other
duties—all theserequirements are prodigious,
Thus fur, by the divine help, I have earried
that load, = My health to-day is as firm as
usual, and I thank God that forces of heart
and brain as He has given to me, are un-
abated, The chronic catarrh that long ago
muffled my ears to many o strain of sweet
music. has never made me too deaf to hear
the sweet aecents of your love. But I under-
stand my counstitution well envugh, to know
that I could not carry the undivided luad of

this great chureh a ureat while lunger, with.

out the risk of breaking down ; and there
must be no risk run with_yoa or with my-
self. T also desire to assist you in transfer-
ving this magnificent vessel to the next pilot
whom God shall appoint, and I wish to
transfer it while it is well-manned, well-
equipped, and on the clear sen of an unbrok-
en tintncial and spiritual prosperity. N o
man shall ever say that I so far presumed on
the genevous kindness of this dear church, ag
to lger kee uutil I had outlived my use-
fulness. ot

For these reacons I precent to-day my re.
signation of this sacred, precious charge, Tt
is my honest desire and purpose that this
day must terminate my preseut pistorate,
For presenting this resignation I alone am
responsible befare God, before this chzrch
aud before the world.  When vou shall have
accepted my resignation the whole responsi-
bility for the welfare of this beloved church
will rest on your shoulders—nat on mine.
My earnest prayer is that you may soon be
directed to the right man to be your minis.
ter, to one who shall unite all hearts aud all
hands and carry forward the high and holy
mission to which God has called you. He
will find in me not 2 jealous eritic, buta hearty
ally in everything that he may regard for the
welfare of this church. As for myself, I do
not purpose to sit down on the veranda and
watch the sun of life wheel downward in the
West. The labors of the pen and of a minis-

try at large will affard me no lack of em- .
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ployment. The welfare of this church isin-
expressibly dear to me—nothing is dearer this
side of heaven. If, therefore, while this

.flock remains shepherdless, aud in senvch of

my successor, I can be of actual service to
you in supplying at any time this pulpit, or
performing pastoral laher, that service, be-
loved, shall be performed cheerfully.

Tho first thought, the onlv thought with
all of ng, is this church, this chureh ! THIS
cuvrer ! Ieall no man my friend, you
must call no mae your friend that does not
stand by the interests .of Lafayette-avenue
Church. 1t isnow called to meet a great
emergeney,  Nor the first time in twenty-
cight yoears this church is subjected to o se-
vere strain, During all these years you have
had very smooth sailing. You have never
been crippled by debt ; you have never been
distracted with quarrels ; and you have nev-
er been without a pastor in your pulpit or
your home when you needed him.  And I
suppose no church in Brooklyn has ever been
subjected to less strain than this one. Now
you are called upon to face a new condition
of things, perhaps a new danger—certainly
a new duty. The duty overrides the danger
To meet that duty you are strong in num-
bers. There are 2350 names ou your church
register. Of thesc many are young children,
many are non-residents who have never
asked a dismnission to other churches ; buta
great army of church members three Sab.
baths ago rose up hefore tiat sacramental
table. Youare strong in a holy harmony.
Let no man, no woman break the ranks.
You are strong in the proteciion of that
Great Shepherd who never resigng and never
growsold. *‘Lo! Iam with you alwaye.
Lo! Lam with youalways. Lo!Ian with
you always” seems to greét me this morning
from every wall of this sanctuary. I con-
fidently expect to see Lafayette-avenue
Church move steadily ferward with unbrok-
on columin led by the Captain of our salva-
tion. All eyes are upon you. The Eye that
never slutbers or sleeps is watching over
you. If you are all true to conscience, true
to your covenants, true to Christ, the future
of this dear church may be as glorious as its
past. And when another thirty years have
rolled away it may still be a strong tower of
truth on which the smile of God shall be like
the light of the morsing. By as much as
you love me, I entreat you not to sadden my
life or break my heart by ever deserting
these walls, or letting the fire of devotion
burn down on theze sacred altars.

The hands of the clock run to the ¢ lose.
"This is one of the most trying hours of my-
whole life. It is an hour when tears are only
endurable by being rainbawed with the mem
ory of tender mercies and holy joys. When

my fect descend those steps to-day, this will
no longer be nty pulpit. Tsurrender it back,
before God,into your hands. One of iny chief-
est sorrows is that J leave some of my be-
loved hearers out of Christ, O you have
been faithfully warned here, and once woro,
as though God did beseech you by me, I im-
plore you in Christ’s natne to be reconciled
to God. ‘This dear pulpit, whose teachings
are based in the Rock of Ages, will stand
long after thelips that now address you have
turned to dust. It will be visible from the
judgment seat, and its witness wil! be that I
determined to know not anything amoug you
save Jesus Christ, and Himecrucitied. To-day
I write the last page in the record of thirty
bright, happy, heaven-blessed years among
you. What is written is written. I shall
fold up the book and lay it away with all
its many faults, and it will not lose its fra-
grance, while between its leaves are the
pressed flowers of your love. When my
closing eyes shall look on that record for the
last time, X hope to discover there only one
name, the name that is above every name,
the name of Him whose glory crowns this
Easter morn with radiant splendour, the
namo of Jesus Christ, King OF kings, Lord
of lords. Aund the last words I utter in this
sacred spot, are unto Him that loves us and
delivers us from sin with His precious blood
—and unto God be all praise and thanks and
dominion and glory forever and ever. Amen.

At the couclusion of the service the people
thronged about the pulpit, and when Dr.
Cuyler came down the steps, his old vparish-
ioners and friends pressed forward to gras
his hand. The Doctor rcpeatedly de(gare
that he would not say good-bye, as he ex-
pected to be with them for o long time to
come. But for some tims it was impossible
to restrain the feelings of those present.
Many of tlie men gave way more completely
than the women, sobbing and burying their
faces iu their hands. Some of the oldest
veterans, recognized as men of granite, were
among those to give most forcible demon-
stration to their grief. The scene became so
oppressive, that the Doctor. feeling the se-
verity of the strain,bastened from the church
to his study.

‘“ Whosoever would fully and feelingly
voderstand the words of Christ, wmust en-
deavor to conform his life wholly to the life
of Christ.” :

“How much more thou knowest, and how
much the better thou understandest, so
much the more gricvously shalt thou there-
fore be judged, unless thy lite be also more
holy.”
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THE NEW GENESIS.

A SCIENTIFIC MEMO.

The sun had risen high into the heavens
transfiguring a thousand cloudlets into isles
of the blest, and making old Iarth ashamed
of herself for looking so young and gay, in
spite of an age which even the family Bible
had marginally noted as not less than 4004
before the Christian era. All this pomp of
light and all this miracle of time-killing
came and went, yet the whole thing ended
in nothing so far as this important memo. is
concerned, There need not have been any
sunat all, and, if there bad been, he need
not so have displayed himself in the open
theatre of the sky. It was with the coming
of the stars that history began to be made,
for it was on the starry evening of that very
day, when the sun-mocked earth sobered
down from her unbecoming frivolity, that
we assembled as a mixed but united party.
Woe were not infidels, though we were of dif-
ferent ages ; nor were we loose characters.
though one of us, hereafter called by the
name of his favourite, but, as he contended,
unintoxicating wine, was temperately fond
of Maderia bottled in 1840. We were, Isay
variously assorted. Two of us were Fellows
of the Royal Fraternity (respectively known
as the senior and junior scientists), three of
us picked up a genteel but not luxurious liv-
ing by writing science for trans-marine mag-
azines, two were men of property, and two
were genuine men of the world, who openly
admitted that in what they flatulently called
“the rugged programme of life” there ought
to be a place somewhere, if not too near for
unaficeted and undemonstrative piety; in
plainer words, for a piety that knew its own
quiet corner and quietly kept to it.

We met fora purpose. 'We met to dis-
place Moses, or whoever he was, and to
write a new account of creation. Wo et
as men of progress. If we could get the ac-
count of creation right, we could either case
off the heavy end of the Commandments or
leave Geatile morality to fashion and to fire
(I hope I do not illiterate too strongly) its
own ethical canons. I know there should be
another *‘n” in cannon, in order to justify
the use of the term ““fire,” but men who are
interested in cosmogony will never willingly
stoop to the details of orthography. We
wanted to put Moses right. We wauted to
come out in a row of figures that creation it-
self could take some pride in. Not for the
world would we part with the Bible, as in-
fidels would. We simply warted to open it
with a statement worthy of modern research
and calculation. We went round to each
other's houses in order that we might revise

" the Bible under various social conditions,

knowing—as the magazine members of our
company put it—that a good deal depends
upon euvironment and atinosphere,

We fearlessly began with the very first
verse of the Bible, We were gallantly led
:)y the junior scientist, who said, in a high

one :

“‘Gentlemen, we must rise %o the great-
ness,—I will even add, to the sublimity—of
the occasion.”

‘We all cried, ‘“‘Hear, hear,”
it twice.

‘The junior was encouraged. He said that
though he had reckoned upon practical un.
snimity, he mustadinit he ‘had not counted
upon such ebullience of recounstructive feal-
ing.” Some of us did not quite follow his
meaning, so we loudly repeated, ¢‘‘Hear,
hear,” an excellent cry whenever you are in
a situation of unintelligibleness.

“What I propose,” said the junior, *is
that we advaunce not only with boldness, but
with precision. ‘‘Science,” he continued,
“is not content to replace onc generality
with another. We must come to figures.”

“Certainly,” said the men of property.

‘‘Have you any figures to suggest?’ I
inquired

*‘I hope not,” said the junior ; I have no
figures to suggest. I have tigures to an-
nounce and, to insert.”

“Just what we want,” said Madeira. “The
very ticket in fact.”

The junior continued : “Gen, i. 1, should
read thus : Fourteen hundred and eighty-two
billions of ages ago there was a stir——"

“YWhere ?” Madcira suddenly exclaimed.

‘A puzzler,” said I.

The junior was fretted. ¢‘Sir,” said he,
fixing his excited eyes on Madeira,” in great
speculations we must assume something—”

I think not,” wasmy interruptive reply,
‘‘we want to account f8r things, not to as-
sume them. Remembher,” I continued, be-

Madeira said

'ing encouraged by the kindly smile of the

senior scientist, ‘“the people expect us to
give them clear and credible statements.

Maderia supported me. X wish he had
used a more suitable expression, but I am
bound to report him verbatim, I must do
him justice.  “If,” said he, “we assume
anything, why not assume the whole hog "

QOne of the magazine writers echoed
“Hog.”

The junior then said, “if you prefer it we
can dismiss the term ‘stir', and substitute
the word ‘motion’—there was a motion.”
there was a motion.”

What was there to move?’ the senfior
scientist benignly inquired.

‘‘Another puzzler,” said I, and, corrupted
by the maunners of Maderia, added ¢‘and a
choker too.”
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“Gentlemen,” the junior impatiently ex-
claimed, *‘a truce to this folly. I mustat
least assumne what I may call a spectral tuft
of mist.” .

“Where did it come from ?”” we all ex-
claimed.

““How could there be mist without air?”
the men of property inquired.

We all rose unid turned to the window to
see such an array of stars as can be butrarely
seen in our climate. They scemed to focalise
themselves upon our chamber. A million
thick they stoud ou that unmeasured field,
yet thete was no noise of movement, no rus-
tle an of a crowded host. Even Maderia was
quicted by that solemn trangaility. No
manspoke a word, for the vision awed us
into silence, and made us feel that speech
wonld trespess upon a diviner eloyuence.

Ina few moments we settled down, and
in a few moments more I :aid : “*Let us come
to the origin of man.” .

The junior was ready.  *‘On that point,”
said he, *‘I thought ot simply stating that
fifteen hundred Lillions of ages ngo man ap-
peared — -

“Stop,” said I, “‘You are making man
older than the esrth.

“How's that 7’ the junior inquired.

“Why,” smd 1, ‘you said the earth was
only fourteen hundred billions of ages— —"

“Very good, then,” the junior replied as
if the shp werc a mere tufle. *“reduce ac
cordingly say, thirteen huudred Lillions of
ages———-—"'

“You cannot be particular to half an
hour,” said M. dria;

“if you come within o fortnicht it will do
for me ; besides, 1 think you have given man
time enough for vetlection.™

Then,” said the junior, *‘let us say in the
simplest po-sible terms, termis which even
theordinary mind®can at oncs appreciate,
thirteen hundred billions of ages ago the
noble outline of lnuanity was seen emerging
from the outworn skin of an curang-outaug.”

“Oh, hang i8,” said Maderia, allowing
feeling momentarily to prevail over science.
The men of property agree.  The men of
social habit gave the junior to understand,
a3 if resenting some implied personality, that
the lesssaid about ourang-outangs the better
aund a good deal better, too.  The wmagazine
writers thaught, with all due respect, that
the animal had been ncedlessly introduced.

“Come.” said I, “‘at this rate we shall make
no progress. I sroposc that the senior scien-
tist be requested to write out a Genesis that
will express his maturest thoughts, and that
he can recommend as a scientitic substitute
for the Mosaic cosmogony. His researches
will be invaluable to us.”

The junior interruptel me.  Said he, If

not taking too great a liberty, I may own
that I have such a Genesis in my pocket at
this very moment, and if agreeable I can
read it. I did not like to tell you at fist,
and I only tell you now that we may save
some time.”

The senior scientist (quiet and wmadest)
urged the immediate réading of the paper,
and we all joined him in the request.  The
junior scientist was overjoved. Here are two
or three extiac's from the n:w Genesis :

““Iourteen hundred and eighty-two billions
of ages ago there was an infinitesimal and
sub micioscopical deposit of carbon——

Maderia groaned.)
which simple substance commenced a series
of eceentric and immeasurable gyrations, re.
revolving at n pace—technically called a
velocity —which no wmsthematical formulw
can even rudely express-—

(Our social friends groaned.)
when suddenly there struck outa primary
compound, ages afterwards known as quartz.

(“Eh v id Maderia with intetest )
and in the course of mille:niums primavy
compounds fell into secondary compounds,
yielding carbonate of lime, gypsnm and
silicates,

(The magazine writers groaned.)
and then began the mysterious process of
crysta'lizat:on After countless wcons we
come upon the formation of chemical vocks,
ignecus and aqueous as the case may be,
both kinds nhaving coneretionary, nodular,
or spaxry textures.

(I groaned-—sroancd deeply.)

Ages after ages came feldspathic lavas, aug-
ioe lavas,

(Maderia stood bolt upright.  The maga-
zine writers yawned. Lhe men of property
turncd pale.)

The junior scientist added, ¢‘Gentlemen,
in this way you strike a deadiy blow at sup-
erstition, and without using scientific tech-
nicalities in undue measure yon at once
awaken the clergy and place yourselves in
the ve-y van of progrose.”

Afver a mowentary pause I said, “Now let
us look at the Genesis of Moses. Let us have
a taste of theold Pible.  This is how it
reads @ ‘In the beginning God created the
heaveas and the earth.’”

“Never until this moment,” exclaimed the
senior scientist, ‘“did I truly feel the gran-
deur of Moses. It covers everything as to
time. Compared with that duration all your
billions zre but as a drop in the bucket.”

“My old mother’s Bible for me,” said Ma-
deria.

‘“We have not mended it yet.” I said.

Said one of the magazine writers : *I seo
by contrast what I had oot seen before. If
we want to know what the Bibleis wo have
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only to try to replace it. It is like tryirg to
get enough candles together to make up for
the loss of the sun.”

Alnust involuntarily we all went 2 the
window again, and lo ‘ked on the planctary
glory of the night. Certainly the ievelation
was grand. Purity, peace, order, immensity
—the words were all but legible on the un.
folded scroll. 7To my surprise it was the
junior scientist who said, as he reverently
gazed on the ‘scene: *In the beginning,
God created the heaven and earth,”

“I can almost hear the song,” said one of

our number.

‘“‘What song ?” said the junior scientist.

Then 1 was moved to speak, for my spirit
was hot within me. Said I :—

“You, junior, were right when you siid
you must assume something.  The power
which the Bible assumes is God. ‘That Per-
sonality comes into the record as if by right
cternal. Without explanation or apology it
stands at the forefront. But this is not all.
If this were all it would amount to nothing.
The assumption is made postible by the moral
character of the Being whose existence is as-
sumed. From beginning to end the charac-
ter is righteous, merciful, holy. The char-
acter of God is the defence of God. It is not
mere power or mere majesty by which God
is typified ; it is holiness, love, justice.
Human infirmity never dreamed ineffable
holiness. If the holiness had heen measur-
able it might have been one of the-poor mur-
acles of human imagination ; but it is inef.
fable, nuspeakable, infi .ite, and therefore,
bLeyond the reach of limited faculties. On
that character we have a right to found an
arguwent.  Such a character cancot be asso-
ciated with anact of wild and wmisleading
misrepresentation.  God in the Bible is but
the Personality of Truth, Justice. Honoi,

‘Love, Righteousness ; for the 8ible, there-

fore, to open its record witha liec'is a moral
impossibility. Hence we go on saying with
tender reverence and thaukfulness, ‘In the
beginning God created the heavens and the
earth.”

“and the carth,” eaid the senior scientist,
laying sianificant emphasis on the first word.
After a pause he added, “A wonderful com-
bination : there seems to be a great loss of
digmity to the heavens by associating them
with sosmall a speck of matter as the earth,
but in reality there is no such loss : we might
read the verse thus :  ‘In the begmning Ged
created the greit and the small, the majestic
and the insignificant, the grandeur of immen-
sity and the simpler pomp of carth—all of
them atoms in the sight of Him whose vni-
verse is but a diamond on the hand that
made it.”

1

Such a testimony coming from such & man
made it easy for me to say, “‘Let us pray,”
and easy for others reverently to comply.

With science Christianity has no contro-
verey. Iach has a great place, and each
must oceupy it. Our only protest is against
“science falsely so-called,” or secience tres-
passing upon other provinces, or scicnce pro-
fessing to know mare than it can kuow. For
true, large, wise science Christianity has no
feeling but that of sincere and reverent ad-
miration.

We vever know what the Bible is until we
try to amend it. WWhat shall we have in its
stead 2 Who will mind the sayings of Christ ?
Who will gild the gold of the Beatitudes?
What shall we put upin place of the cross?
Broken hearts must look to something. Lives
tempest driven and shatlered must either
discover an altar or invent one : how can
they improve the cross ? Itis not enough to
criticise. Take all the intellectual liberty
you want and show us the outcome of your
inventiveness,—give us a sublimer history of
creation,—give usa nobler descent of man,—
give us a sweeter village than Bethlehem,
give us a holier mound than Calvary. We
await the new revelation, the novel night-
mare, the blasphemous delirium ; but until
we sez it, prove it, and acceptit, we will say
Lord Jesus, Son of the Ive:lasting Father,
slain vet risen again, abide with us, and
make Thysgelf known tous in the breaking
of bread. —Dr. Joseph Pavlerin the British
Weelly.

A THANK OFFERING STORY.

It was ata thank-offering meeting of the
Woman’s Missionary Society of one «of our
city churches. A pile of envelopes lay hefare
the seeretary, the contents of which she read

alond, one by one. They ran something like -

this :

“For recovery from severe illness, £5.°

““For the aranting of the dearest wish of
my heart, $10.”

**Far preservation from harm in the great
railroad aceident when so many were killed
and injured, $10.”

“Tot the conversion of ason, §5.”

“For tr:e dear baby that has come to me,
.

Mrs. Stanton sat listening to the readiog,
and blushed a little *vhen her own envelope
was opencd. and’ the secretary took out §2,
enclosed in a blauk sheet, 2ccompanied by no
waor | or comment.

The truth was, Mrs. Stanton’s life had
been very uneventful last year. 1t had gone
quietly on, with faw up and few downs  She
and her husband and her two children had
been fairly well ; by close economy they had

)




i
!
i
\
i
i

186 ' THE MARITIME

PRESBYTERTAN.

had enough to eatand drink and to dress re-
spectably, though this last bad not been ac-
complished without much thought and care
on her part, and various pinchings kinown
only to herself.

Self deunial had seemed to be the keynote of
her life the past year ; her sky had been rath-
er g-ay than suony ; her aumsphere rather
chiil than warm. Not that she.made any
moan over herself-denials snd deprivations.
It was all done caeerfully, and no une was the
wiger for it but herself. ~ Still,in thinking of
this thank-offering mceting, shehad wondered
justa little for what speeial reas  n she should
bring her small gift. She could bardly help
contrasting her condition now with the lux.
ury by which she bad been surrounded a few
vears ago before hLier husband had lost bis
property inan unfortunate speculation. She
wondered a little Jully if the conditions
would be fulfilled if sheshould bring bher of-
ferinz out of a general fecling of gratitude
that things werg no worse with them than
they were.

Both she and ner husband were systematic
givers out of their penury, as they had cnce
been out of their stundance; so this extra
gift, smallas it was, was at the priceof a
Jarge self-denial. It would represent her
shabby bonnet worn through another winter,
without the refurbishing she had hoped to
giveit, whenit had seemed almost too bad
to last out the previous season. Still she
was warmly interested in mission work. and
gaveit gladly, only wishing that it was more,

The secretary read on, wiile she sat half-
listening, half-thinking. S.cn her attention
was arrcated by the reading of this

“For the many pleasaut little things that
have fallen to iny share this year, 82.”

Qther notes were read; remarks were
made ; the mecting «losed, and Mrs, Stan-
ton went thonghtfu'ly home, the words,
“For the pleasant little thines” ringing in
her cars.  She wondered if she had always
taken note of her own pleasant sma!t things
as they came to her,  She feared not. Look-
ing back in the light of tkis thought she
could recall numberless little acts of kind-
uess from otherz to herseli that had sweet-
ened her life, and for which, theugh she had
been grateful to the givers, she searcely re-
membered to have raiserd her hoave to Heav-
ne ingratitude.  She resolved "5 e on the
look out hereafter.

Even as she meditated the Lell rang, aud
going to the door there stood little Elly
Hale with a bunch of roses in her hand.

“Aunt Elly sent mamma a bhig box of
roses to-day—so many she can't use them
all—and will you pease take these?” said
the little messenger, the child of a wealthy

peighLour and a sister in the Church, and
ove whose thoughtful kindnesses were noth-
ing new in the houschold.

Mrs, Stanton kissed the little maiden, and
sent her home with thanks. Then she buried
her face in the flowers with childish delight.
She loved heautiful things, and often had to
talie herself to task for her vain longings for
them. But now there wasa feeling almost
of awe mingled with her pleasurc as she re-
riembered again the ““little things,” and how
sonn her thonght had heen responded to.
She finished her pneparations for supper with
a light step, pausine often to lock at the
flowers and inhaie their fragrance as she
passed  them. They brought a glow
to her heart whichh was reflected in her tace,
ard which her husband and chiidren caught
as they sat down to supper.

Before she went to bed that night she in-
scribed an envelopo : ““Thank Offering for
Pleasant Little things,” and dropped a nick-
¢l in it for the handful of roses.

The next afternoon as she sat mending
Willie’s jacket, Mrs. Dodd came in with the
ZForum in her hand.

“Here is an article,” she said, “‘that I
thought you might be interested in, so I
brought it over ts read with you.”

The article was rexd and discussed.  Both
women received sone new ideas, some in-
spirations to better living, and parted feeling
heartened and uplifted by the pleasant hour.
That night another nickel bore the first one
company.

“Did you know,” said Mr. Stanton. one
evening, “that Mrs. Floyd slipped on the icy
side-walk this afternoon and broke her
ankle. ¥7

“*No ¢ Is it possible 2

““It isa bad injury,and the doctor says she
will he confined to the house for months.”

““How dreadful ! \What if it had been I?
I was ont this afternoon too, but I did not
slip and break my bones, Ought I not to be
thankful 2”

So thankful thata twenty-five cent piece
in the envelope that pight put the nickels
quite out of countenance.

Chic next day she went down town to get
a much-needed cloak for May. She had
priced cloaks a few daysbefore, and the very
chieapest she could find that wovld be at alt
serviceable was 812, Tt was a large sum to
take from their slender incoms, yet this was
one of the ‘““mnust haves,” or May would be
obliged to leave school.  \When she arrived
atihe stere she found that this particular
line of cleaks had been marked down that,
very morning to $I0, which ske joyfully paid
and that night deposited a coin in the enve-
lope.

A day or two later littiec Elly Hale
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appeared at the door with the message that
her mother was sick, and would Mrs. Stan-
ton please come in and sit with her a little
while,

She went with the little messenger.

“I am sorry to trouble you.” said Mrs.
Hale, “but the nurse 1s away for the day,
the cock isina temper, and I feel one of my
tertible headaches coming vu.  Sometimes
the nurse has been able to ward them off by
rubbing, and, as company is coming to-
morrow, I don’t sce how I can affurd to have
one now. So inmy despair I sent to see if
you can help me.”

Mrs. Stanton could and did. A half-hour’s
gentle mavipulation of the aching head sent
the cufferer into a quiet sleep, from which
she awoke two hours later with the pain
gone, weak, but happy.

“Surely,” mused Mrs. Stanton that even-
ing, I ought to be thaukful for the power to
o a hindness—even & little one—as well as
to receive one,” and she dropped a dime in
the envelope.

“Ts is gebting heavy,” she thought, with a
happy smile. ‘At this rate I shall be bank-
rupt soon.” Yet she did not seemn greatly
alarmed at the prospect.

One afternoan Helen Brown, a member of
her Sabbath-school clase, came in. She seem-
distressed and anxious.  After a little com-
mon-place tali her teacher said:

“What is it, Helen? Does something
trouble you ? Can’t I help you ?”

¢0Oh, AMrs. Stanton, I want to be a Chris-
tian ! I am so unhappy.  Will you tell me
what to do?”

The sacred hour that followed neither of
them will ever forget.  When Helen left it
was with a new light in her eyes, a new love
in her heart, a new purpose in her living.
fier feet wore set in the way of everlasting
ife.

©0Oh,” exclaimed Mrs. Stanton to herself
that night, *‘this is not one of the ‘little
thiugs.” For this great privileze- this great
honour—of leading a soul to Christ, all that
I have in the world would be a small thank-
offering.  \What can I render unto the Lord
for all His goodness to me? A fresh and
whole consecration to His services is the
least I can offer.” .

Rut into the ecnvelope wenvu the largest
contribution jet.

As time went on life had a new sweetness
and 2 new meaning for Mre. Stanton. Her
days scemed to be full of pleasant things;
her heart was attuned to thanksgiving ; and
out: of the abundance of her heart her mouth
spoke. Her envelope grew full almost to
bursting ; and yet there was no lack of
eartnly comforts. She somstimes felt as if

the miraclo of the widow’s ecruse of oil and
measure of meal was repeated in her, for the
wore she put away in the sacred envelope
the more sho had to put theie? and when
the next thank-offering came around, it was
no vain oblation that she carvied to the place
of meeting, but her lit*le gift—small yet in
comparison with some of the others—was
sweetened through and through with grati-
tude and love.—Ilustrated Christian Weckly.

REFUSE TO SHAVE WIDOW’S HEADS.

The agitation among the barbers of Bom-
bay,islikely toresult in theit refusal to shave
widows' Leads.  Of course, those who are
acquainted with native views in India will
recognize that this intimation is not sv comi-
¢ as it sounds, but has a very serious mean-
ing and reflects great credit on the native
barber. Itisa relic of a system of cruel
treatment of native widows that they should
bave their hair shorn off at the mowent of
their afiliction. Native journals have recent-
ly been denouncing the cruel practice in spite
of the opposition of the Brahmins, who have
themsclves threaiened to cut the hair of the
widows if the barbers refuse.  This, how-
cver it is said the Brahmins could not do
without losing caste. The revoltin Bombay
is due to the excessive cruelty practised to-
ward widows there.  Up country, says an
Iudian contemporary, the practice of shav-
ing the widow’s head is not so persistently
cuforced as in Bawbay. The hair is allowed
to grow ugain, and the widow is only ex-
pected to submit to a rencwal of the nmwel-
come operation when she visits a shrine of
special sanctity. In Bombay widows are
shaved regularly. once a week,and this caunses
them deep distress.—Bombuy Letter (o the
London Duily News.

The secret of the genuine higher life is
simply living nigh to God—on the Sabbath
in Ged’s house, and through the week in our
own house and places of business. 1t is
keeping our citizenship in heaven, and our
eyes above the wretched mists that lie near
the ground, and our hearts in close touch
with Christ. They that thus wait on God
out-fly the petty vexations that worry the
werldling, and the grovelling care and lusts
that dragselfish sinners down into the mire.
Living nigh to Him whom their souls love
in this world, they do not spend a thought
abovt dying. Reing always realy to ex-
change their home with (7~>3 which they
found here, for a higher W in heaven,
they have nothing to do taw. io -ater the
door of pearl as soon us it «pv . aanlgoin
to be for ever with ti- L Do Cuyler.

"' —
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THE TRANSFIGURATION.

Not alone on Tabor’s mountain,
Not alone before the three,

Has the Master teen transfigured,

But before ¢’en erring we.

Oft in straits where naught of turning
Could be scen by human eye,

Has the Christ in robes 1 esplendent,
Bid me lift my thoughts on high.

Oft in sorrnw, and in sighing,
When all hope in life was dead,

Has the loving Master shining
Stood by me, and gently said

“Come thou weary, heavy laden,
Come and lean upon My breast ;

Like a shepherd, I will guide thee,
Lead thee into perfect 1¢st.”

And I pray that on the mountain
I may humbly watch and wait,
Till He lead me down, transfigured,

« ‘Through the glittering, golden gate.
Owego. J.T. G.
To be silent, to suffer, to pray, when there

is no room for outward actjon, is an accep-
table offerivg to God. A disapointment, a
contradiction, anivjury received and endured
for God’s suke, is of as much value az a long
prayer ; and time is not Jost which is spent
in the practice of meekness and patience.—
Fenelon.
* «Faithful conscientious work counts in all
life’s relations and in all Ghristian activities.
The Sabbath-school is no exception. We do
not want spasmodic effort, or great enthu-
iasm for a time, or a great display of earn-
estness and zeal in some special directions,
but persistent, steady and uniform energy
and consecration year in and year out. e
who has a worthy aim and keeps working
away at it amidst discouragement as well as
encouragement will accomplish the most in
the long run.  Be earnest, relinble and effec-
tive forces, as teachers and officers.”

To be » Christian is business as well as
preasure ; it is occupation as well as luxury;
it is stout performance as well as holy exer-
cise ; it is belonging to the front rank of so-
cizty, but marching with the rear ravk and
helping to carry the knapsaik of those that
are overtired ; it is being respectable our-
selves and fost >ring respectability among the
disreputable : it is surviving because we are
fit and it is taking those thutare not fit to
survive and making them fit.—C. H. Park-
hurst, D. D,

AND WORK OF CON-
FUCIOUSs.

*Confucious” is a name that is above
every name with the Chinese, though they
have little more than the name. The follow-
ing simiple statement of his life, toachings,
and work as given by Dr. Mutchmore who
recently travelled in China will help our
readers to some kmowlédge of this great
name.

Confucius, whn has had™ such universal
sway, was boru 551 B. C.  From childhood
I e showed that seriousness which is the re-
euls of thoughtfulness.  After the denth of
his mother, when he was twenty-four years
old, he retired to a meditative life. Three
years of this seclusion were devoted to study
in sucient recorded thought ; he became an
enthusiast in this kind of love.  He took up
the study of government or politics, and in
pointing out a course to be pursued, truth.
ful and just,he fortified his position by noble

THE STORY

"l examples, which he vrged vpon the rulers of

his day as models. He became a famous
teacher. Pupils waited on his instruction
from all parts of the empire.  When fifty-
two years old he had the opportunity to -
show that his theories of government could
be made (gmcticn]. He was made A magis-
trate of Chung Tu, which he held for three
yeus, directing its affairs, judicical und ad-
ministrative, with so much ability that his
district became a model for the Empire.

The men of his day did not to any extent
appreciate him, and many asrailed him 1n
his most unselfish endeavours, but this is an
inevitable result to any one thinking a-thous-
snd years beyond his time. His treatises
and rvulings were political, judicial, adminis-
trative, and contained a system of practical
ethies concerning man’s life and its relations,
in time alone. He had no conception of ah-
other life, and gave no clear opinions con-
cerning it.

His golden rule is reciprocity. His philo-
sophv requirses snbordination to superiors,
and kind and upright dealings with men.
He had an ideal which he constantly held up
before his followers, in the form of a princely
scholar, a being pure, unselfish, dignified,
‘just. manly, beneficent, the embodiment of
all virtues. He was not original, ora pro-
jector of aught that was new in ths world,

ut rather a collator of what was already in
the world, which means he secured for them
ereater supremacy over the minds of men.
He approached t+ the conception of whatis
now in all systems regarded.as a fact,to wit,
conzcience. The power of his system in the
world is largely dve to this fact; which is
evidenced in its echoes ever since, in tones
louder or wesker, in the lives ond conduct
of the people.
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His practical ethics are contained in the
five relatjons and five virtues existing be.
tween the prince and the minister, the father
and son, husband and wife, clder and young:
er, brother and friends.  These five virtues
are arranged under the distinetions of human-
ity, righteousncss, propriety, knowledge,
fidelity. Humanity is a fundamental virtue,
This includes the rvelation between man and
man, without which there may be superior
men, hile none can be inferior with it.
Righteousness is putin contrast with selfish-
ness, while virtue is exalted rizhteousness.
Propriety is the mode or modes in which
righteousness becomes practical.  *“The vir-
tues are completed by propriety.” Know-
ledge is alone practical by his definition, is
conlined to men and things, and embraces
three particulars, “knowledge of one's
destiny, of the rules of propricty and elo-
quence of expression ” Here a glint of
moral light shinesacross that which has only
been earthly : “‘mere knowledge is useless,
and perfect knowledge should be followed
by the choice of that which is good.” Faith
is limited to social confidence. The other
books of Confucious are largely eluborations,
and some of them wmerely contain the ccm.
mentaries and opinions of others, which are
in our day of no practical advantage, and
not worth the space they would eccupy.

His system has worn out of every thing
hut one book, and the memories of the
Chinese. It has no practical control in their
lives, and is ouly an ancient ornament in the
Empire, It fetters living thought, and
bandages their minds, as the tyraunical and

_sengeless custom does their woman’s feet. It

has. made all social relations artificial, and
has strangled ‘‘the reciprocity” which its
framer gave as_the golden. His great name
lives, bus his virtues are confined to obliv-
ion. His teachings aré the coverings cast
over hypocrisy, injustice, oppression and
lnst. China has faced ako it since that time,
and row stands with her vack to the great
future. Ancestral worship is now the only
vital conception in hissystem. There ave in
China one thousand, five hurdred and sixty
Confucian temples where his name is wor-
shipped while his teachings are dishonored.
The religious outcome of the system is Athe-
ism, Materialism and Agnosticism. Men
who laugh at idols have yet a conviction that
custom compels them to get on all foursin a
worship which they despise. What is the
value of a reigion that neither inspires nor
braces courage ?

‘When Jesns is present, all is well, and
nothing seems difficult ; but when Jesus is
absent everything is hard.”

THE POWER OF THE JEW IN THE
WORLD.

The Jew is fagt becoming the money- power
of tha world. If he caunot own XPalestine,
his prospects seem flattering of becoming
possessor of earth’s finest and richest pro-
vinces. This ig not the language of exag-
geration, but has in its support some start-
ling and convincing figures. Look at the
vast loans, well secured, which the Roths.
childs have furnished Enropeangovermments
within the past decade : England, $205.000,-
000 ; Austria, $50,000,000 ; Prussia, 3540,
000,000 : France, $130,000,000; Russia,
$30,000,000; Brazi!, $12,000,000: beside
many millions to less important vations. It
is said there is a Jew who gees by the name
of the Russian Railway King, who owns
about one one-fourth of the railway sy:tem
of Russia. Official statistics show that in
the States of Eastérn and Central Eur:pe, a
large portion of theland has passed in the
hands of Jews. On this tide of the Atlan-
tic they arec also rapidly coming to the front
as money forces. They do not take here so
much to real estate, but‘ they arve rapidly
gaining in wealth and influence. The Jew

was born to make himself felt. A wonder. *

ful providence preserves him as a distinct
type of humanity usder all couditions and
in every land. He has alwaysbeen a money
lover and money-getter. This propensity
fiuds expressions wherever his lot is caat.
Some day he will become a trophy of Christ’s
redeeming love, and his vast wealth will be
Inid at Jesus’ feet. He has yet a mighty,
part to play in the world’s redemption.—
Phil. Pres.

HOW TO LIVE LONG.

Dio Lewis says he has studied the record-
ed lives of twu hundred centenarians and
‘has learned :

1. A large majority were remarkable for
table moderation. In no case it is mention-
ed that large eating was the habit.

1. In a great proportion I find total ab-
stinence from intoxicating driuks. or extreme
moderation. . Innocase i8 a free use of
spirita recorded.

1. Ina lirge number it is mentioned that
they retired and rose early. In nocaseisit
saild that late and irréeguiur hours was the
rule.

4, In many cases it is stated that the cen-
tenarian lived much ia the open air.

He attributes premature death to gluttony
in more cases than to dronkeness.

e R e e e —————— e S e e S ——— e A,
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THE BASIEST WAY OF GIVING,

The New York Observer speaks as follows
with regard to raising money for religious
purposes.

As the result of thirty years’ experience in
the matter of giving and raising wmoney for
religious purposes, we conclude that the
anain difficulty in bringing out the resources
of the Christian Church, is at the very point
that would be met by tithing,  ‘Thousands
give almost nothing, not from niggardliuess,
but because their incomes are absorbed in
legitimate expenses.  Even the poorest
would learn lessons that might relieve their
own poverty, by making the tithe a volun.
tary offering. Those beginning to prosper,
would be prevented by tithing from becom-
ing victims of the lust of accumulation. Rich
men by tithing would learn how insigniicant
have been their contributions, and would be
induced by shame to tithe again and again,
until theic gifts were more like those who
gave all except their meve living.

It is said that the rich would take advan-
tage of the tithe tolimit their liberality, Wo
do not believe it But we know thae if we
could develop amoug the vich a conscience
that would not rest with less thaun a teuth of
their incomes devoted to religious uses, the
increase of the resources of the Church would
be at once enormous.  There is scavcely a
church in the land that wenld not have a
suitable support, and something to spare for
others, if all thase who are interested in its
prosperity would devote conscientiously one-
teuth of their yearly recvipts to its treasury.

We do not advacate the Levitical tiche as
binding uunder this dispensation. We do
maintain, however, that its use in the old
dispevsation, and many other associations,
make it an excellent, appropriate, profitable
namber to assist the individual and the
Church in an effort to fulfil an extremely
difficult duty—a duty in which the individu-
al Christian and the Church at large are sad-
ly deficient.  Let every oue who reads this
and objects to the tithe on the ground of its
being too great or too small, test the matter
practically.

THE DYING BOY AND THE LOST

SHEEP.

Many years ago I was engaged in work
for the Lord in u remote district in Ireland,
a wild mountainous region, and was asked
to visit a boy who was dying.

Lutering a little hovel, I aaw him lying on
a heap of straw.

“My poor boy, you ave very ill; I fear
you suffer a great deal.”

He replied with diffienlty : .

“Yes, I have abad cold ; the cough tales
away my breath, and hurts me a groat deal.”

“Have you had this cough long ?” I asked.

“0, yee, a long time ! near a year now.”

“‘And how did you catch it 7"

*‘Ah, be answered ; *‘it was that terrible
night—abcut this time last year—when one
of the sheep went astray ; my fatherggeeps a
few sheep upon the mountain, and that's the
way we live.  When he reckoned them that
night there was one wanting, and he sent me
to look for it.”

“No doubt,” I replied, ‘“you felt the
change from the warmth of the peat fire in
this close but to the cold mountain blast.”

“0. that I did! There was snow upon
the ground, and the wind pierced me
through and through ; but I didn’t mind it
much, I was so anxious to find father’s
sheep.”

“And did you find it ?” I asked, with in-
creasing interest.

“0, yes ; I had a long, weary way to go.
but T never stopped till I found it; and I
just laid i6 on my shoulder and carried i
home that way.”

“And were they not all at home rejoiced
to see you when you returned with the
sheep.” .

“Sure enough and they were ! Father and
mother and the people avound that they
heard of our loss all came in next morniang to
ask us about the sheep ; for your Reverenca
knows that the neighbours in these matters
are mighty kind to each other. Sorry they
were to hear that I was kept out the whole
dark night ; it was morning before I got
home, and the end of it was that 1 caught
the cold.”

Wonderful ! I thought. Here is the whole
gospel history : the sheep is lost ; the father
sends his son to seek for and recover it ; the
goes willingly, suffers all without complain-
ing, and in the end sacrifices his life to find
the sheep.

Reader, you are lost ; but Jesus bhas died
to save the lost. Has the (iood Shepherd
found you? He ¥ seeking you, and if you
seek Him you shall ind Him,

Tenderly the Shepherd o’er the mountains
cold
Goex to b.ing the lost one back to the fold ;
Seckiag to save !
Lest one. ’ is Josus secking to save.
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“FOREWARNED, FOREARMED.”

Theroe is nothing which has such power
over us for evil as an unacknowledged sin;
but let the fault be confessed (if only to cur-
selves), it is already half redressed. When
we foolishly close omr eyes to .an enemy’s
presence, we are likely to be conquered by
him ; but when we understand his strength,
we will arouse oursclves to our hest efforts,
and make a strong fight against him.

Several years since, a phrenologist was
lecturing in o small town, and among others
who came forward to have their heads ex.
amined, was a man of venerable appearance,
who was well and widely known for
tne strict uprightness of his lifa. As the
lecturer reached him, and passed his hands
over his head, a peculiar expression crossed
his face ; once or twice he made careful ex-
amination, and finally said, withsome show
of hesitation,

“This man is a bora thief !

At once several men in the andience wore
on their feet, indignant at this public insult
10 a tried and trusted man ; but he checked
their advance with a gesture,

“Friends,” he said, with a look full of sad-
ness, ‘“‘the lecturer has told the truth, ¥From
my earliest childhood I have had a propen-
sity to steal. My mother, how, ver, was on
the lookout, and when she discovered this,
took the wisest course possible with me. She
told me it had also been her own inclination,
with which she had battled all her life, and
begged me never to yield to it. The memory
of her tears and prayers during that talk has
never left mg_and I resolved, there and
then, God helping me, that'I would never
allow that sin to master me ! It has been
a terrible struggle, which has made me old
hefore my time! Onceonly did 1 yield, and
then I replaced the article { had stolen that
very night, before I could close my eyes in
sleep. I think my consciousness of this be-
setting temptation has made me more carful,
cven in my smallest dealings. I have been
afraid to take least advautage in a bargain,
lest it might be a yielding to my terrible
propensity, aud I can truly say, to-night,
that though ‘a born thief,” I atn still an hon-
est man before my Maker !” and he sat down
amid the wondering and respectful silence of
his andience.—Sel.

A GUIDING VOICE.

A touching story came to us last winter
from Minnesota. A farmer, living on the
edge of ove of the lakes of that State, stasted
to-cross it in a small sail boat one evening
after dark.

The wind changed, and a gust overturn
tho boat when it was in the middle of the
lauke. The surface of the water was covered
with large masses of floating ice. '

The farmer was an expert swimmer, and
struck out boldly toward that part of the
shore where he thought his house stood ; but
he grew confused in the darkness ; and
ice formed rapidly over the whole lake,

He was in a small, quickly-narcowing cir-
cle, in whizh he beat unbout wildly, the chill
of death creeping over his body.  He gave
up at last, and was sinking in the freezing
water, when he heard 2 sound.

It was the voice of his little girl calling
him, “Father! TFather !’

He listened. The sound of her voice would
tell which way home lay. It put fresh life
into kim. He thought : “If she wounld only
call once more! But she will be frightened
at the dark and cold. She will go in and
shut the door—"

But just then came the cry, loud and clear:
“Father 1 .

‘I turned,” said the man afterward, in tell-
ing the story, ‘‘outin the opposite direction.
I had been going away from home. I fought
my way ; the ice broke before me. I reached
the shore at last. Butif my dear little girl
had not persisted in calling me, though hear-
ing no reply, I should have died there under
the ice.” )

The story of a man’s life is like that of a
voyage. He sets oat happy aud eager in
the sunshine, to make a passage to . his
heavenly home, and presenily, in the storms
and chiils of the world, he loses his way and
sinks, He is vicious or a drunkard or mad-
dened by money making ; he has lost the
faith in God, the love for his neighbor, the
hearty fellowship whch other men have;
he has lost the guiding which the conscience
gives ; he i3 sinking down to death in freez-
ing depths.

But there is always one spot warm for him
while he lives ; there is always ome voice
calling to him, which if he will hear and
heed will bring him home. It may be his
child ; with most men it ig the remembrance
of their mother. It may be the love of
musie, or of green, growing things, or a hid-
den reverence for the Jong neglected Bible.
It is often a single noble, fine trait in him-
self which gives the lie to his coarser nature.

But whatever it be, when we see the sign
of it in any man, however crimnal he may
have been, we may know that the ice is not
yet closed over bis soul, that home still waits
tor him vonder, and that God has sent his
messenger to sumvon him to come to it,
Phil. Presbyterian.

!
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THE FAITHFUL HELPER.

“I have read romewhere that in ong of bur
Eoglish prisons there was an undergronnd
cell which was used as a plsce of punish-
ment, Away from the rest of the prison, its
utter loneliness aud the awful darkness of the
pluce mude it greatly dreaded.  Among the
pri-oners there was a man of refinement and
nerveus temperament, much unlike those
about him, to whom the horror of this pen.
alty was a fright that haunted him day and
night. At length there was some alleged of-
fence against the prison disciplive, for which
he was sentenced to four and twenty hours
in this dungeon. IHe was led by the wardeuns
to the pluce ; the door was opened, and he
had to go down the stairs into its depthe.
The duw was shut, The steps of wardens
died in the distance; the outermost door was
heard as its slamming echoed in the hollow
places. Then all was still—a stillness that
oppressed with terror, amid the darkness
that could be felt. Nervousand full of im-
agination, the maun sauk down paralyzed with
fear. Strange and hideous shapes came out
of the gloom and pointed at nim.  His brain
throbbed as with tever, and mocking voices
seemed to come from all sides.  He felt that
bevee ongg the terror must drive him mad.
Then suddenly there came the sound of foot-
steps over-head, and in a quiet tone the
Cliaplain called him by name.  Oh, never
was any music so sweet !

“God bless you,” gasped the poor fellow,
“*Are you there?”

“Yes,” said the chaplain, “and T am not
going to stir from here until you come out.”

“What, sir?” he cried, fearing that he
must have mistaken the words,

‘I «m not going away so long as you are
there,” the chaplain repeated. ‘I heard you

were here, and I knew what agony it would.

be to you, so I came aseoon as I could, and
here I ®n going to stay.”

The poor man could not thank bhim
enough,

*“i3od bless you,” he cried. “Why, I don’t
wind it a bit now,with you there like that.”

The terror was gone. The very darkness
was powerless to hurt while his friend ‘was
s0 near ; unseen, but jnst above.

Every now and then upon the silence came
the cle 1y voice, ‘‘Are you all right?”

“God bless you, sir ; I am all right now;”
replivd the poor fellow, his voice alinost
choked with his gratitude and gladness,

Aud, so beside us ever, He standeth, our
almighty and most loving Lord, our strength
and xojace ! The davkness loses its terror,
the funr is gone, the loneliness of life is over,
for that blessed presence isa spell that de-
stroys the power,of all things to burt us. He

bendeth and whispereth to the heart, «‘Lo I,
am with you alway ! And we, what ¢lse
can we do but look up and cry exultingly.
‘T can do all things through OChrist which
strengtheneth me?’—Mark Guy Pearse.

—_—

A DARK STORY FROM CHINA.

One Ho, a wealthy merchant in that ¢ity,
had two sons, the eldest of whom was a dis
sipated youth, who consorte! with thieves
and gamoblers, and was driven away from
homae after wasting his shnre of the patri-
mony. He was reduced to beggary, and was
in the habit of soliciting alms from his fath-
er’s servants at the back door of his vesi-
dence. The eecond son, however, had an
excellent character. At last the eldest,with
a band of companions, broke into his father’s
house and stole the money chest. A few
weeks later, the son’s participation in the
robbery having been discovered by his fath-
er, the latter sent a trusty servapt to him to
sny that if he would promise to lead a hetter
life in the future he would be forgiven, and
might return home, where after a time he
would be married to a young girl of respec-
table family. The servant saw the young
man, who was again reduced to penury after
spending his share of the robbery, and ad-
vised him that now ornever was the time to
reform and better himself. The son agreed
to the terms, and accompanied the servant
home, where he was received with every ap-
pearance of joy by his parents, and a ban-
quet was prepared to celebrate the reconcili-
ation. Dubthe dish set before him was
poisoned with arsenic, and during the night
he died in great agony. Nothing hase been,
or will be done to call the futher gailty of
the crime to account, as it seems that in
Chinese law the son is regarded as part of
the father, and the latter can do as he likes
with hissons, Had the latter killed his
father, whether by accident or design, he
would be sentenced to the “slow process,” or
slicing to death.

“Truly, at the day of judgment we shall
not be examined as to what we have read,but
what we have done 5 not how well we have
spoken, but how religiously we have lived.”

“Tullow thon me : ‘Tam the Way, the
Truth, and the Life.” Without the Way,
there is no going ; without the Truth, there
is no knuwing : without the Life, there is no
living. I am the Way, whicli thou oughtest
to fotlow ; the Truth, which thou onghtest
to trust ; the Life, which thou oughtest to
hope.” .




