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NEIWWS OF THE WEEK.

The condition of Count BernstofF, the Ger-
man Ambassador o the Court of St. Jumes,
is unchanged.

It is reported that some of tho Gseat Fowe
ers have intimated to the Spanish Govern-
ment, that they will oppose the formation of
a Federal Republic,

Austria will recognize the Republic of
Sprin, as soon as officially notified of its do-
finite establishment.

Tho estimated expenditures for the army
for the financial year of 1873 and 1874, form
a total of £66,157,000, which 13 a redue
tion of £2,040,500 from those of the current
year.

The explosion in the coal mine at Staffora-
shire, on Tuesdny, caused the death of
twenly miners, not fifty, as was repuited.
Their bodies have been recovered,

A eport has been received here that Cafe,
in Sinzona, situated on the shoro of the
Gulf, having been undermined by the
tides, w1s suddenly swallowed up in the
waves, and that between one and two hun.
dred persons, mostly Greeks, weroe drowned.

His Lordship the Bishop of Clonfert and
Rev. Mr. Quinn have been acquitted of the
charge of using spiritual influenco to intimi.
date voters in tho Galway Parliamentary
clections.

From Pariswe learn that The Extremo
Left of the Assemibly have abandoned the
idea of sending a congratulatory address to
the Republic of Spain,

The Gommittee of Thirty have adopted the
amendments proposed by Dufaure,which pre-
vides that before its disolution, the National
Assembly shall enact laws orgamizing and
direc*ing tho transmission of Legislative ana
Exccutive powers, and creating a Sccond
Chamber. .

The decision was to-day rendered in the
caso of Princo Napoleon against ex-Minister
Lafranc, for tho former's illegal cxpulsion
from France. Tho Court declared its in-
Competency to try the caso and ordered the
plaintiff to pay the costs.

Under the law for the punishment of in-
taxication recently passed by tho Assembly,

122 drunkardszhave been arrcsted n Pans
within tho last 4S houfs,

Spanish intelligence is as follows :

A corporal attached to a regiment sta
lioned in Alcazar del San Jusn, o town in
New Castile, altempted to excile a mutiny
amongst his fellow soldiers in favor of Don
Carlos  The tronps refused to take part in
the movement an1 gave repeated cheers for
the Republic.” The corporal was .~
rested.

A meeting of the leading members of the
conseryative parly washeld today(19).Among
thoso present were Topete, Santa Cruz, Rios
Rosas and Ulloa. The meeting decided not
to oppose the present Government, but to
press for the dissolution of the Assembly,
and the Convocation of a Constitnent
Cortes.

A Carlist bund which occupicd the ferest
of Villa Vellu iu Catalotia Las been defeated
and dispersed.

In the Assembiy to day the Pume Minise
ler made a speech, in the course of which
hedefined the powers of the existing Legs
lature. He reminded members that the
National Assewlly was transitory and not
constituent, and in its decrees and ascts
should strictly observe the Constitution.

General Cordova, Minister of War asked
for supplies for arming the people, all avail-
ablo arms having been distribuled,

The Republican prisoners set freo by the
amuesty arrived at Barcelona tosday from
Port Mahon on o Government vessel The
piers and quays were lined with crowds of
people, who enthusirstically cheerel the
men as they landed.

The Bill for politicl reforms and tho abo-
lition of stavery in Parts Rico §s agidnunder
cousideration in the National Asscmbly. du
amendment was propused providiug that no
indemity shall be awarded for “slaves
brought inlo the isluid sinco tho aboliuon
of the slave {rade.

Sceveral vessels of the Briush squadron in
the Mediterrancan have been ordered to
Lisbon, Portugal has been the most an'
cient ally of England in Europe, aud it is
forred an attempt would be made by ths
Spanish Republicans to crento a revolution
in that Kingdom. Tt hus been alwvays a

favorite theory of Spanish political philo-
sophers that the Iberian Peninsula should
be united under our government. Il was
8o till after the death of Philip II., tetter
known as the hero of the * Armada,”’ & suc-
cessful revolution of the native Portugeso
placed the Duke of Braganzion the throne
which his descendants occupy to the pro:
sent day,

The school of young Spain have also ano-
ther ecrnze, and that is the wresting of
Gibraltar from the hands of Great Britain.

Portugal is to have a corps of observation
on her fortifications.

Among the measures which the Ministy
of Spam will propose will be one for tho
separation of Church and State. It is also
intended to suppress tho Royal Guard, the
Council of State, the Ministrios of Colonies,
Justice and Public Works, and to. do away
with pensions to officials under 60 years of
nge. As regards Cubg, itis intended to wait
the arrival of deputies from that Tsland bes
fore entering upon measures of reforn.

A special to the Landon Telegraplsays the
Uuited States had offored o purchase Cuba
for 125 millions sterling. It is also reported
that the military governor of theisland had
declared his intention to obey whatever gov-
crnment was constituted in Spain.

The Asialic question is still a source of
anxiety and danger. The situation as far
as England and Russia is concerned, is by
1o means satisfactory. Ono of the military
journals says that the air is redolent of the
smell of gunpowder. It is reported that
the forco Lo be employed against Khiva wiil
be about 7,000 men. Germnn influences arg

-at work throughout the wholo transacuion,

and English journals aré not sparingin their
commenls on {ho action of.that power. Al
together, the Whig Radicals have mode a
nice mess of it, as this state of affiirs is tho
sequel of the cowardly stupidity which sur-
réndered tho Treaty of Paris in 1870.

Mr. Wagner, Emigration Ageit for On-
tario, 1n Alsace and Lorraine, has been ai®
rested and sent ot of tho country by the
Prussians.



NEW DRILL AND TACTICS,

(Conlinued from DPuge 74.)

*“ A divisioni-is to have two of its brigades
infront.edch: formed as. above, the third is
to be i reserve, béhiml thecentre, 500 or
600 yards in rear in-line of battalion or half-
battalion double columns. Though the cen-
tre is named as the position for the rear
Lrigade, there is often one flank more liable
to attack than anotlier, and the divisional
commander, free as he now ig, will doubtless
liave his reserve near the flank likely to be
attacked.” .

Our contemporary proceeds : —**A division
formed in an open plain is to haye a battery
of artillery on each flank, with cavalry in
echelon outside them. The rest of the cav-
alry and artillery to be on the flanks of the
reserve brigade, behind the centre. *When
it is possible to bring the reserve artillery
and cavalry into action, they can either come
upon the flank or they can pass straight
through the intervals between the half-bat-
talion columns of the infantry line. While
entirely rejoicing at the real progress in in-
lantry tactics this order makes, we cannot
but feel some astonishment at the 1deas thus
expressed on the place and work to be given
to cavalry and field artillery, and it may
fairly be asked, how did the infantry divi-
sion get 8o comfortably established in its
pluin in order of battle? Did it win a way
for itself under such circumstances that the
cavalry ani artillery are only now becoming
up 1o see whether there is any room for
them in the fight? Grateful as we are for
s great & boon given to the army as this
order is, it is impossible not to say that it
- fails to meet the usual form of modern bat-
tles, which occur by the meeting of two for-
ces, one or both of them being on the march
and having to begin the attack with what.
ever is in front at the time, Then the mo-
dern plan is to push on the artillery unl let
the infantry get into formation under cover
of the guns. Indeed itig difficult to con-
ceive any country in which infantry could
form up so comfortably while o doubt exist-
ed as to the possibility of artillery action. It
is common to talk of the great continental
plains as so different for fighting purposes
from the enclosures of England. But when
we study the wars of modern times, we find
that battles are not fought on such plains as
u rule, but quile the contrary, in hilly dis-
tricts or the enyirons of rich towns, where
the land is cut up by streams ; farms, walls,
orchards, and villas with their exclusive
gardens, The columns have first to march
along the roads. They deploy with a world
of difficulty—often, indeed, cannot deploy
at all, but lay hold with the front of the coi-
umns, trusting to help there or diversions
on the flank. The influence of Aldershot
and the drill field seem to have hindered a
full grasp of these truths, for we find no-
where throughout the whole order directions
as to the march and method of engaging in
battle from the march.It is doutbful whether
any enemy would in these days permit of such
quiet and. orderly arrangements as those
contemplated by the orders, which are ap-
plicable rather to the fashions of the past
than the present. But perhaps we may yet
look for a supplementary order treating that
most important of military operations, the
march and the attack from the march, Are
the batteries to be near the front of the col.
umn as is the practico now on the continent,
or are the infantry to be halted perpetually
while the artillery is sent for? Some decis-
on is wanted on these points before the
next :x1n.euvres, whioh may be in a conntry
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not so open as  Salisbury Plain, The right
idea was seized when the order was writtan,
that artillery which has once found a good
position should be seldom moved, Itmight
have been well to add ‘and when it is moved
the pace should be the quickest possible,’
for every moment the gunsspend inmoving
is lost to their action against the enemy.

‘Certain rules are laid down concerning
changes of front, butas it is frankly stated
afterwards that such changes of front
‘through necessary for purposes of drill,
would rarely be required onservice,” we may
ignore them, and only add that there are
8o many things to be learnt necessary for
war purposes that perhaps for a time the
changes of front necessary fordrill purposes
might Le omitted, or at least passed over
lightly, The bringing a column rapidly into
action from the line of march is one of the
things necessary for war purposes, and we
earnestly hope it may have precedence over
‘changes of front.” A brigade or division
once formed up in the prescribed order will
advance in war we are told, if there is any
chance of a flank attack, keeping a brigade
battalion in echelon on the exposed flank.
In case of attack, such brigade or battalion
will at once face the enemy, throwing out
skirmishers and supportsas if it were alone,
while the reserve will be brought up to ex-
tend and support the threatened flank. We
presume that section seven represented only
a parade movement, because it involves just
such movements as those previously stated
to be unlikely to occurin war, while it adds
artillery and cavalry to the troops changing
oné position and occuping another, clearly
only for drill purposes. As such we can
only say of it that until we have got good
hold of all movements necessary for war, it
might be well to rest content without that
intensity of labour at parade movements
which they receive from persons who consid-
er drill as an end in itself, and not » means
towards efficiency in war.

““The section on ¢ the conduct of the at-
tack of a division in the new formation’ is
incomplete in itself without the last para-
graphin the section on *‘the Cavalry and
Artillery of a Division,” wherein is it laid
down that ‘the advance of infantry should
always be preceded by a concentrated fire of
artillery on the point selected for attack.’
This is quite different from the order that
guns should be so placed as to be ahle from
a distance to bring a concentrated fire on the
point where the attack is being made, The
Prussian order issued in the midst of the
war, after experience gained, was to the
effect that no general was, at his peril, to
make an attack with infantry till it had been
well prepared by artillery. The impossibility
of successful front attack upon an enemy
not yet demoralised hardly seem to have
taken root yet in the minds of English offi-
cers, and it is even proposed {0 march half-
battalions in line over skirmishers who are
checked,and thus gain the enemy’s position.
That the half-battalions will move up in war
we firmly believe, but not that they will at-
tack in unbroken line, as seem to be suppos-
ed. 1t may be taken as established that
lines cannot go where skirmishers cannot,
and that lines pushed closely in must and
will have a tendency to dissolve themselves
in a very good imitation of the skirmishers
they were sent to help. Such is the opinion
of all who have actually been present at
modern battles, and we strongly recommend
those who are still doubtful just to stand for
half a minute under fire of a few breech-
loaders. We can vouch for it they will fi .d
the effect quite as great as they anticipted.

“The aitack is to commenco with a gen-

(Fesrusry 25, 1874

eral advance, preceded of course by artillery
fire. When the skirmishers are checked
they will bo reinforced by the supports; if
the ground allows, the supports may even
five over the heads of the skirmishers, The
effect in real war would be that the enemy,
delighted at having go good a target, would
inevitably fire with guns and small arms at
the supports ; butall that will right itself in
time. If skirmishers and supports cannot
get on, the line jtself is to come into action,
passing over the skirimishers, and to make
a front attack if there appears to be any
chance of success. Otherwise the skirimish-
1ng line will try to hold its own, while some
of the half battalions behind try to gain the
enemy’s flank, a corresponding number of
troops being brought from the reserve to
reinforce the weakened part of the line, It
is supposed that there will usually be a com-
binalion of front and flank attack. Guns
may fire if necessary over the head of the
infantay, and small bodies of cavalry may bLe
used to make rushes upon the enemy’sskir-
mishers, cansing them to run into rallying
squares and form a mark for their opponenis,
Such attacks are not to be followed up, L
ing evidently intended to partake of the
nature of feints.”” Our contemporary justly
observes in conclusion :~¢ This is all, but it
is all important. nce allow freedom of
initiative to officers, requiring them to give
a good account of the trust reposed in them
and there must be a steady progress. Every-
body will read and think and learn as only
those can who read and think, The battles
of late wars and the ideas derived from them
by the actors will be familiar to Englishmen
almost as if they had been present. Their
minds will move in the same direction as
those of the Germans, French, and other
continental nations are moving now, and
the few steps yet untaken will be achieved.
But we urge once more the absolute neces-
sity of small mancuvres throughout the
year, to practice both junior officers and men.
Nothing can be more interesting, or a bet-
ter variation to the monotony of garrison life
Wherever instituted they become popular ;
they teachmore thanany great manmuvres,at
least to those engaged in them, not to Gen-
erals and Staff, They cost nothing, and
aboveall, they give a feeling of modesty
worth acquiring, for it is only by trial that
men find how little they know and how much
there is to learn.”

The proceedings of the Japanese authori-

ties towards the captain of the Peruvian
ship Maria Leiz are likely to lead to serious
differences between the two countries. The
ironclad Independencia to be followed by the
corvetto Union, are ordered to proceed to
the China seas. Signor Carcia goes in the
Indepencia, armed with full powers to do-
mand an explanation.

BREAKFAST.—EPPS’S COCOA.—GRATEFUL AND
CoMFORTING.—The very agreeable character of
this preparation hasrendered it a genoral favor:
te. The Civil Service Gazette remarks:—*The
singular success which Mr Epps attained by
his homoopathic preparationof cocoa has never
been surpassed by any experimentalist. Bya
thorough knowlegdge ofthe natural laws which
govern the operations of digestion and nutrition
and by a careful application of the fine proper-
tiesof wellselected cocon,Mr. Epps has provid-
ed ourbreakfasttableswith a dellcately ravour-
ed beverage which may 8save us many heavy
doctors’ bills.” Madesimply with boiling water
ormlik. Sold by theTradeonly in }lb., 4ib.,and
11b. tln-llned packets, labelled—JAMES kPPs &
Co., Homeeopaihle Chemlsts, London, England.
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ON ‘FIE BESL DETAIL FORMATION FUR
THE NEW INFANTRY TAGFICS,

g

BY 4, 3L AL MACHONALL,

ueen's Lolin'se gy B 1%

Isrigade.
(Continned from Puge 70 )

Lieeile ctat Colvnel

As our system of Infuntry tactics has up to
the present timo boen so extremely mathe
matical in its charactor, and as it is ovident
that we aro on the ove of & tactical revolu,
tion, there is neced to keep in viow two
things ; first, whon a rovolution isimminent
there isno risk of ill considered modes of
carrying out charges that are advisable in
principle being adopted ; and gecond, that
the eftect of a revolution in which such or-
rors oceur is genorally to produce anequally
indiscrect rostoration. I say this, because,
from all one hears and re.ds about ¢ the
Prussian system,” it would sppear as if
many wore falling down and worshipping
the German tactics of 1870°71, with the ex-
catoment and blind zeal of devotoes, instead

of oxamining them dispassionately with a{ d

critical oye, and improving upon them if
pousible.  The success of the Germans does
not prove that their tactics were perfoct in
detail, it only proves that they wero Lased
on good general principles ; and the circum-
stances in which they were developed make
it most unlikely that they were completoly
‘matured and pérfected. For.they wero in-
“troduced aftor the war had begun, when it
"was found that the old mode of fighting
“would not do,and therefore they were adopt-
‘ed i+ the very heat of the struggle, when it
s not ensy.to elaborato a system, and when,
‘if tho system taken up, however crude it
‘might be. was found to serve the purpose at
‘the time, most probably it would be adhered
'to, as it was; for no General who found. bis
'systom doing his work efficiently in actual
‘war would be Itkely to try experimental ope-
‘rations in presence of the enemy. Besides
all tlus, there was no true opportumty of
*testing how tho system would work n detail
-in the event of disaster. It would be much
more easy to accept the new Germn tactics
.wholesule, had we had an opportunity of see-
ang how they worked in the case of an army
jobliged to retire under defeat. lad the
'French been sucoessful in a few important
‘engagements,it would then have been known
‘practicaliy how the Prussian sysiem was
swited to produce an orderly and well exe:
<uted retasat. Lacticsare as much, if not
more necded to provent disaster becoming
destruction; than to make success trium®
phant. Therefore there is need to be cau.
tious how wo adopt entiro, principle and  de-
tail together, a system, the character of
which is 50 nqvel that one hears 1t talked of
as ‘“swarms of skirmishors,” * systematio
disorder.” * organised disorder,” &o.&e. 1t
13 quiterevident, that just in proportion as
the principles of.the new.system. necessitate
disarrangement—i use this expression: ns a
ucre correct one than disorder~—so 18 1t es.
sennal that the greatest cara should be
taken to adjust the taetical component parts
ol an army, 10 urder as much as possible to
prevent disarrangement leading to disordor
in the true scpse. And i order todo this
1L 18 necessary to endeavor to find out; not
80 much whavis tlio best system, looking to
the peculiarities of the country, the nation,
and the army. Nauonal characterstics
must be considered. A system which may
be the best for an army rased by consm'ig-
tion wny not beso suitable for one ruged by

IME VOLUNTEER REVIEW,

voluntary enlistment. A systom adapted to
an army tho regimenis of which aro not
much moved about from place to place,may
bo mdst unsatisfaotory when applied to an
nrmy the regiments of which are constantly
being moved. Any peculiarity in the mode
of oflicering a forco may be an important
cloment in fixing the dotail part of its tio-
tics. And lastly, as the primary duty ofan
army in the defenco of the country to which
it belongs, tho tastical dotail of its system
of manwuvring should bo that best suited
{o tho poouliarities of the country, whether
theso be natural, or tho result of the mode
of Iaying out and foncing adopted by the in’
habitants.

It is most ennestly to o hoped that the
compilers of the next ** Field Exeraiso’” will
not adopt anything from 4he Prussian sys-
tom meroly because that system was in the
main successful, and this for t=v aasons,
Firat, because it is undoubtedly crude, and
not tested in & vory orucial manner, as the
French only fought against it when toa great
oxtent they wero already demoralized ; * and
second, because the dotail part of tactics
ought to yary in accordance with nalional
peculiarities and local spectalities. Tnus
oes not mean -that the details are to be fix
ed on merely because tho most smtable for
the particular country; but it may often
happen that‘there aro two ways in which a
matter of detail may be done, both of winch
would be beld egually good when considered
as to their suitability for general s:rvico,
but of whichono might Le vastly superior
for purposes of national defence, looking to
the peculiarities of a country and its people.
In such & case there could be no question as
to which 1t would be advisable to adopt.
And therefore I say again, it 13 most ear
nestly to be hopad, that while the tactical
principles which have proved themselves
good are followed, all matters of detail
should be separately and carefully. consider-
od, and none should beadopted axceptsuch
as, being suited for niodern warfare gener-
ally, are, at the same time, the best suited
to our special national circumstances.

I shall now state briefly what are the ge-
noral principles, as it humbly appe1rs to me,
upon which our mfantry tacties ought to be
based, in consequence of the altered condi-
tions resulting from the increased precision
and range of fire arms. After the principles
have been laid down, tho mode by which it
is proposed to work them outin dotail will
ba stated. In the first place, [ would guge
gest, as a fundamental principle never to be
departed from, that the company should be
a comaplete skirmishing body in itself—skir-
mishers, support and reseive. (I) Under
the old system, which is to be superseded,
in whioh skirmishing was only preliminary
to battle, and not a substantial part the
battlo itself, thers might be no harm iu scat.
tering a whole company into a long line
which often covered several hundrgd yards
of ground. They were not intended
to stry-out for protracted tighting. But such

* Sluco this was written 1 have seen in Colo-
nelGawler's latost work the tollowing.: =+ The
Warcaught the Germans ta thelr colamus, and

-thoy got somo startling lessonsg. It was too lato
lu practise the liuc, or to got their skirmishers,

hetter 1a hand, so, with admirable guud sense,
thoy adopted tho sftlrmlshom swarm. .
The suceess of the looso -and vory cxtended for-
mnu?ns adopted by theGermans,, . . was
rertalnly owing to the dvmornlization of the
Fretich,and thoe raw lovieswhich had filled ap
tho gaps {n their lli-provided army.

(1) Sincethe nbove wos written § have scon
the same 1dea strongly urged inan article in the
Stundard, which confirms mo in the opinlon, as
tho military articles of that paper aro undonbt.
cdly among the vory best that appear, aod are
evidently the work of a gnod master of the artof

' war.

51
a plan is obviously uasuitable, if the ** swarm
of skirmishers " 13 to be, or evon may be,
tho fighting form of the actual and decisive
engagomont. [t is evident that thero is no
way in whicha company could be arranged
which would more prevent it being under
control of its captain, than Lo spread 1t ail
out into a long thin line, and engage the
wholo of it at once with the enemy.” If he is
raally to be, as ho ought to be, the controll
g spirit of his company when fighting, he
would need most herculean bodily powers
to cnablo him to run about so as to see how
lis long thin line was working, wheuover
thoy left flit aud open ground, that being
the very tlmo whon his control is most need-
ed.(m) Andhowever ective ho mit_;ln. Le,
he could never accomplish the foit of boing
in two places at ono and tho samo time. A
slicht undulation, or a clump of trees, may
shut out half his command from view, amd
while he is looking after his widely scatter-
red brood, the other half may get ‘astray al
togethor. ‘This was often illustrated during
the late Autuma Manwuvres, althoiigh they
were fought in_an exceptionally open coun
try , the long line of onscompsany in skir
mishing order often. got quite out of contiol
ofits captain, 1 consequence of the nataro
of the ground, aod somelimes a great part
of it disappoared altogether from his view
and was lost to him during the rest of the
fight. Andofien, from the same cause, the
line of skirmishers being 8o long, tho cou
nection between supports and large portions
of the skirmishers were totally lost,

——

{m) I bellove that In the Kaflle war, in which
most of tho fighting was in extended ordor, cap-
telns of companles suffored torribly from tha
over exortion ocaused by thelr having to 1ook af-
ter o wholo company extonded, nua often they
could not do it at all,

{Tobe Continued.)
— ,——elp—————

IS ENGLAND “EFFACED"?

Events change so rapidly that deliberato
Jjudgments are reversed by the logic of facte,
and questions fools put-but wise men oin-
not answerare seen to be silly and pueride
in tho light of subsequent disclosures. Ve
are all victimised by opinions and predilec-
tions, and when we are most vigorous in
assertion we are frequently less than gver
in possession of the turth. Take two ex-
amples. Russia has just published somo

‘papers bearing on the secret history of the

Crimean war. They show asingular delusion
as to the enmity of France and the friend

ship of England, What Russia feared mo-t
was not Great Britain, but the S¢cond Em

pire. Princd Mnnschikoff assumed ¢ a cer:
tain identity of views” between Russiv and
Ebgland. He was never more mistaken in
his life, a3 events have proved. Lord Aber:
deon drifted into war, and the English na-
tion was roused in condemnation of hig 1m*
becile administration. It meant to fight and
beat Russia, and it succeeded. The second
oxample is more -modern. ‘Two years ngo
cdriain impudent critics gabbled about* the
offacement of England.” They found be-
lievers, o5 even constructors of mermaids
will, amongst Euglish speuking peoples.
Gormany had crushed France, and wrested

} from ber the two brave nrovinees whaence she

drew her bést soldiers. England stood by,
consenting to tho gpoil,featful of the Teuton.

1droadiog tho Junkers,loving o1y her moriey

bags and ootton bales, Sincethen tho Aig-
bama and. the San Juan awards have goao
against us. Are wo one whit the worse ? Uur
critics are silenced, They .had a gaste of
English feeling whien the indirect clhime
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wero under discussion. They even blamed
the English Premier for his warmth, A lew
also blamed him for concentrating so many
troops at home. Foreign critics havo
echoed their own words. A Gorman semi-
official organ has made light of England's
strenglh and security,  What has been the
auswer? Onoeofscorn and semi-defiance,
uermany is answered that even without al.
lics we can hold our own, and endure a long
and setious war, with every vrospect of suc-
cess, Pulling sentimentalists have evoked
th answer to their own cowardly taunts.
Wo havo been driven o take stock of our
resources, and sve issue from tho process
without weakness and without dismay,

Again Russia has tried toplay upon thenld
string of **identity of views," this timo not
about Turkey, but about Central Asia, She
professes to bo satisfied with her rescarches.
Couat Schouvaloff’ has been purring at evey
court on his way home. But we find no
purring in Russin. When journalists are
forbidden to discuss, there is asually some-
thing unpleasent to reveal. The Count
came undrr colour of negociating a Royal
marringe ; ho retires under cblour of havin
exchanged views respecting the universa
bugtear—the International,” Wo happen to
be better informed than to believe all we
hear from St. Petersburg. Matters bave
very materially changed sinco November,
1870, when Russia withdrew from the Black
Sea Treaty. Wo are by no means effaced.
‘T'he rules that made judgment go against us
at Geneva are now binding upon the United
States. The Aladamas of the Hudson are no
longer feared. ‘The Navy of the Umted
States, as we have disclosed in there col.
umns, isin astate of rotten inefficiency.
Seen afar off, through the intervening hori
zon haze, raised by Mr, Reed, Peler ihe
Gieat looked s monster. 1tis no longer a
terror, either to John Bull couchant or John
Bull rampant. England is in a position to
make her influence felt, Russia tries it on,
and *“identily of views" is not so appsrent,
though again professed. Earl Granville is
s being very unlike Lord Aberdeen, in
whose ‘ moderation and gool sense!
Princ Menschikoff so firmly believed. My,
Gladstone is not a fighting Premier, but he
has shown that he kuows how and when to

ut his foot down,and he daes not rate Eng
and's Empire in India so lightly that he
can allow it tobe imperilled out of * con.
sideration ' for imprisoned Russian traders.

Unless Couut Schouvaloff be the veriest
diplomatic dolt in existence, he must have
felt the pulse of England during his short
stay in this country. It bas been beating
firmly and steadily all the time he was hero,
without intermittence and without cessation.
‘The absense of the * moderation * expected
i3 now lamented by the Official Gazéite of St.
Petersburg, The demon is raised, and can.
not bo so readily laid, even with bell, book,
and candle. Pegce partisaus find it diffjeult
to resist the tide. Arbitrationists would

hardly consent o refer the question of the,

frontier of Afghanistan to any court or arbi-
ter. Fighting for * o sick man ™ and fight~
ing for the secuiity of our Inaian Euwpire,,
are seen to be wholly different things by the
most obtuse and_doltish.  No matter how
we have aguired our Indjan possessions,
they are in our keaping, and we capnot con.
sent to part with them, or to expose them to
the cunning of Russian intriguers.

Few persous are so sanguine as (o believe
in the absolute sincerity of Russia’s iwnten:
tion to stop short of ghie actual conquest . of
Khiva. Itfnot now, at some other time the
proper excuge will bo made, She might
have arrested her course in 1364, when she

had mastered the Kokands, occupying Douli.
otto, ‘l'urkestan, and Chemkend. But in
the following year Tashkend was attacked,
lest it should fall into the hands of Bokaria.
The capturo of Samarcand succeeded,
dinco then Khiva i.self bas Leen thieatened
only to escapo for a time. Russia’s roal in-
tentions get moro apparent. Sho wishes to
make hier frontier conterminous with our
own, for purpvses wo may casily guess,
Heavy embargoes havoalready been laid up.
on our commorco in tho newlv-acquired
rogions. ‘The I{hanates ave practi. lly closed
to us. Shrewd observers have not expect-
ed any thing else. Ier ultesior ¢lject 18 to
wealken our hold upon India, and to play up-
on our weakness 8o as to produco *identity
of views " upon European questions, and
reach Constantinople in the rear, It is of
no use mincing matters. Russia, no doubt,
would liko India well cnough, if she could
get it, and the possibility of getting it does
not seem so diflicult to her as to us.

But wo should relish nothing better than
a dofensive war ageinst Russin. We could
meet her in India perhaps better than we
did in the Crimea. Evonts have changed
somewhat since the Central Asian question
wag last stirred to its depths. Afghanistan
has not been aunexed, as recommended by
tho Russophobists of Calcutta, but the next
best thing has been done, The Ameer has
been made our ally, Lord Lawrence laid
that little matter in proper order before he
lett Indin, nnd Lord Mayo sottled tho bus-
iaess. Lord Northbrook has so far continued
the right policy that he refused to bo drawn
into a premnture entaglement by promising
the requested assistance to the Khan of
Khiva. The native races of India would like
a little fighting. Sikhs leave the Army in
disgust because there is nothing to do. The
Abyssinian campaign has restored-our pres-
tige. Russia has never yet had more than
4000 troops in the field in Central Asia, and
we could place six times that number.on the
Afghan frontier before the Oxushad been
crossed. Mr. Cardwell’s home concentra.
tion would prove useful in a new sense, aud
war would settlo matters, for a few genera.
tions. Russia knows all this very well, and
hence she drawsin like the touched leafof
a senstive plant. Sho has no notion of provok-
ing us in this direct manner, and there is
accordingly all the more need for firmness
and circumspection on our part. We be.
lieve they are both being exercised, and ina
way to bear substantial and permaunent fruit.
Events will speed.! show whether we are
mistaken or not.

Quite independently, however, of any
precise definition of the decision arrived at
—a work of some difliculty al present—it is
noticeable that we have **peiked up”ina
manner most surprising to somesentimenta.
lists. Dr. Arminius Vambéry, who cannot
justly be so gty'ed, rejoices in ourawakening
He is pleased tcbehold the frut of his own
labours. Others might justly be as proud ¢,
thoedefeat of their own vaticinations. ‘The
removal of the American difficulty has real-
1y ¢leaved the political air like a thunder-
storm. Wo see anu breathe more clearly.
The panicof 1870 has passed away, Ger
many may boast, but we do not fear her.
Sheo has yet to square accounts with France
and she is just as much interested in curb
ing Russia as we are; if anything, rather

.more 80, because Russia is a neighbour, and

might become an cunemy, cither by alliance
with France or Austria. In our own way,
wo are proparing for any emergency that
may arrive. Our Army will presently be
more efficient than it has ever beon in the
whole course of oyr Listory — better armed,

botter drilled, better trained. Our Navy,in
spilo of much to complain of, is without a ri.
val, and it grows every year. The spirit of
the poople 13 unbroken by reverses, unin-
flamed Ly successes. Whalaver non inter-
ventionists may say and do,they find it hard
to induce the peoplo to kotow to any foreign
authority. If we succumbed in 1870, it
was because wo had ceased to rely on a
mero paper guarantee. Let Ruseia repoot
the experiments that preceded the Ciimean
War, and she will understand tho meaning
of our non effacement. Our material re-
sources are abundant. What little discon:
tent wo have at home is not national La®
local. The heart is sound. OQur very ro
serye as o first rato Power rendeis us all tho
maore potent when we speak out, aud thero
hag been somo round anl plam speahing
during _the last few wechs, With a good
cause Great Britain would be as sttong and
ag valiant as ever ; and those who imagine
that becauss we do not ask peoplo (o tread
on the tail of our coat we h vo 1 lighting
left in us, commit as great a mistulc as it
they werc to interprot & moral epilepsy t
be moral sirength and five-breathing to Le
fierce genuino valor.— Broal 1iryie

THE BRITISII NAVY.

In the last fifteen years wo find that there
has been spent in erecting what was expeut
ed to he really efficient Navy, the enormous
sum of between £30,000,000 and £,40,001) .
000, and with what result? Simply that we
find ourselves now in almost the sume state
of transition ns vegards the form or con.
struction of thoslip as when in 1851 tle
Warrior, steamed proudly down the
Thames. The increasing power of artillery.
was the primary cause of the revolution n
the construction of warships. For when
Russia, in that terrible and successful attack
on the Turkish fleet at Sinope, proved the
penectrative and destructive cffect of the
then modern artillery the problem was at
once created as to how fara ship could be
constructed capable of resisting not only
the penetrating shot, but also the still mo.e
terrible sholl. And from that day to tlis,
first the stup, then the gun has gained tho
upper band.  In those days the 6S pounder
causad most disastrous results, Now it is
the 35 ton 700 pounder gur. *hat sands its
mighty messenger of destruction, not simply
through the unresisting side of the old-three*
dceker, but penetrating the armour of the
very finest specimens of naval modern archi-
tecture. For instance, the gunsof the De.
vastion, can pierce the sides of the Hercules
at adistance o over 2000 yards.

Weare led to returnagain to this mos. vital
question of our naval supremacy owing to
u very able article having lately appeared
the present number of the Quarterly Review.
And wo conceive, as we peruse the article.in
question, that it is one likely to altract con-
siderable attention, for the simple reason
that it supplies such an array of facts that
carry the greates weight ; and though we
might reasonably wish for mure information
stiil the romarks we refer-to are worthy of
special attention.

The simple < battle of the guns' is not
ono tho article in question wishes particular-
ly to consider. And yet we may be par-
doned the.remark when we assert thut the.
gun, being the very arbuter of war, our Navy
can never be satisfactorily rcconstructed
until its true effect 1s considered. .

Uur naval sapremacy is the groundof
comparison the Quarterly Review takes up,

and in computing foreign navies with our
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own is the ono point it wishes consider.
Tho question should bo, not, *Wihat might
wo do? but, “What nro other nations
doing?" In other words, that which Ruasia
or Prussin oan do, may surely bo equalled,
if not surpassed by tho nation that has been
a8 it were, the vory cradlo of tho modern
tronclad. * Unfortunately, carrying out this
policy of seeing what other nations are doing
we commit ourselvés to tho nlmnct fatnl
polioy of wantof origination. Not that we
wo lack talent in our land, but simply Lhat
wo need {liat discernment to decide inde’
pendently as-to what is brought under our
notice to meot a folt nood, It may bo wo are
led tg feel over complacent by the confident
tones of a well-gatisfied Ministry, and aro
only aroused by-the rude shack " to ourna
uonal pride; on finding we havo been sur.
pnssed-in the race. Panic, haste, and waste
ful expenditure follow, only to give place to
tho old spirit of apathy of the phlegmaltic
Briton. Solong ago ns 1869, tho then Chief
Constraclor of the Navy designed ships to
carry fifteen inches of armour and cighteen
mches on‘wirrets, indeed owtline drawings
were mede, showing the facility with which
even twenty inches of apmourcould be used,
And yet aftér years we-have only succeeded
1n reachingsixteen inches, and wo have tho
supreme satisfaction of findings that on pro-
ducing the Deiastation, her duplicate ap-
pearson the waters of tho Neva, It is bnta
days sinco wo brought before our readers
the design of a ship not carrying twenty
inches, but threo feet of armour, and it is
with much sitisfaotion that the effect has
been to excito the attention of the Admir-
alty tothe plan thep praposed, aad certain
inquiries are in progress. Uul'orlunnlcly,
hitherto the Admiralty's rate of progress as
regards the thickness of armour is one inch
per annum, whicli, unless materially modi.
tied, will serioysly.interfere with the accep-

design that shall involve the

tance of any’
uge of a thrée.feet thickness of armour for
tho ironclad of the fi.ture.

Again, returning to the question of guns,
The Devestation’s guns ave matohed in eali-
bre by those of Deter the Great. We have
reason to be proud of the “Woolwich In
fant;”’ still we should not treal it as it it were
an only child, Alréady we hoar of the 7em¢
raire having guns of 50 lons. And yet we
arg told that-the Superd, Jjust 1aid down, is
lo have nothing heavier than the “Infant,”
tobe supplemented by eight 18 ton guns,
All wo can remarle i, wo sincerely trust thie
nssprtion  will  have & speedy and
Praclical contradiction. The Quarterly
Review to use an old proverb, hits
the righe nail on {he head” when it
blainly gtates that the country is il
Served by our naval admimistratoys,
The naval material is not what it ought to
ba ; 1ts personnel is. dissatisfied and discour
aged.” The high value of ¢ our magnificent
trenclad ships ™ is ad nitted by the writer :
but he neverless complaing that + while our
motto should ever be ** Onwards, " fatal ir-
resolution, feebleness, and waste haye mark:

our course of action Jor the last two
years ;  adding, It is of this we complain,
tigagainst this we protest.” For a3 the
question now stands,
o assert that « ourpresent flect is the fleot
of August, 1870, minvs tho Caplain, ** for in

831808 wo ard scarcely an inch beyond those
of 1566, when 16 inch armour wag proposed.
" Why"-it is asked, * are we to lag hehind
the knowledge we  possess. apd turn
out antiquated ships  very likely to
be obsoleto before” they are com-
Ploted 7 Sinco 1870, » we havo dono no-
thxng that wag not then-known, contemplats

ed, and _[;rovidcd for.””  Whether tho fault|

we are not wrongwhen | j,
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lies in our political administration or not,
may o a question for consideration, but the
wrlter wo nre quoting has no doubt at all on
the subject. Hosays., *Itis wiso to placo
over a purely technical department like the
Navy aerely political head, and to give
him power to interfere with the construction
and ndministration of the fleet # It is wise
to give him a political secretary, and also oc
casionally a junioriord, both of whom know
generally nothing whatever of the matters
they undeituka to administor ? If our Navy
i an instrument of warfare, and not a mero
organisation for the administration of poli-
tieal patronnge, ought we not most ceref, ully
lo clear out from every department of the
Admiralty that political element which is al-
ways ocoupying itsclf with the means of ob-
taining votes from members of the [louse of
Commons, &2 1n fine, “ It is patriotism
or want of patriotism which makes English
citizens elevated to tho rank of legislators
dabble most earnestly and pertinaciously In
those matters of public safety of which they
understand least 2"

‘The anawerto this may leave the construc
tion as much unsettled as before, but it is
still the only and the proper answer. It is
oniy when wo reflect that the organisation
of a service, be that oaganisation perfert or
imperfect, must be wielded for political con-
siderations, that wo recognize the nropriety
of a responsible political head to govern the
affurs of the Navy.,  After all, therefore, the
question of construction must be considered
apart from that of the admiristration, and
nothiiig thai we have said is meant to con
found the distinctness of the two depart-
nients,

SeLLivg A Wivg.—At the Watford petty
sessions, on Dec.3l, a navvy named Ed.
mund Dean, employed on the London and
North Westarn Railway, was brought up in
custody, charged with marteying June Swan,
a young woman of respectable appearance,
while his first wife was alive, When appre
hended the prisoner atfirst denied the charge
but afterwards made n statement admitting
tho former marrage. He hid not live very
comfortable with his first wife, and at Wat-
ford, while sho was at London, he was in-
formed that she was unfaithful. e returne
ed home unexpectediy on one occasion, and
ascertained that this was the case; and he
then sold bhis wife and furniture to the man
whom ho found in the housefor10s. The
prisoner repealed this statement before the
hench, and was committed for trial at the
Herts assizes.

Moxsrer Proszorines.—The first issue of
servico projectiles for tho 35 ton guns is now
being made from the Royal Arsenal, and
tho massive ¢ nical shells, nearly th-eefeot
long, and weighing each about 700 1b., are
conspicuous objects ugon the wharf, where
they are being placed ready for slipment.
Nearly 250 of them have been made for the
Devastation, which has taken ler four
¢ Woolwich Infants'’ on board at Portg-
mouth, and a large numberof them gre in
course of manufacturo.

A Powerrut, Vesser.—The now broadside
armour-plated ship Superd, which has Jjust
ocon commenaed, will be of immense size, -
and will carry armour plates of greater
thickness than any vessel of a similar des.
cription. She 13 1n fact the most powerful
vessel that hLas yet been laid down for the
British navy. The following dimensions of
the vessol will give some iden of her sizp :—
Length botween perpendiculars, 326 feet ;
extremo breadth 62 feet 8 in,; depth in
hold, 18 ft. 72 in, ; burthen {n tans (old mea-

syrement) 6,047 19 05.

.js indefinjtely postpaned,

_REVIEWS.
Tue DBritish Quaiterly Review for Junuary
contuns tho following articles
The Bampton Lectures on Dissent.
Frederick Denison Mauri so.
‘The Ironclad Reconstruction of tho Navy.
The Emperor Alexand.» and the policy of
Russia,
G. IT. Augustus Von Ewald,
A Contribution towards o theory ol
poetry,
Local Taxation.
Contemporary Literature,
The Lreoxarp Soorr Publishing Cump iny,
140, Fulton$Strcet, New Yorik.

——

The3lllustrated Canadian News for 1ath
February contains the following :

IrnusrraTIONS ;

Skating Tournamunt at the,Victoria Rink,
Montreal.

The Marmora Mines,

The Fire at the Quebec Court House.

“II Penseroso."

The Dominion Valentino for 1873,

Fashions for Fobruary.

ORIGISAL ARTIOLES :

Random Thoughts on Social Differences,

St. Valentine's Day.

Ghossips on Popular Scientific Suljects —
No. 111 Meteors and Aerolites.

Oricinat, Poerry :

Tho Faithless Valentine.
My Valentine,
The Order of Reloase.

SeLECTIONS ¢

Bookshelves. (Pall Mall Gazette )
MisceHaneous Itoms.
Homo Items.
EpiroriaLs.
OBITUARY.
Macazing Noriors.
Reviews.
Nortes Axp Queries.
Nozzs axDp CoxuENTS.
CoURRIER DEs Dayss,
News oF ToE Waes.
‘Tue Nuw Macpargy, Chaps, xix., xx. By
Wilkie Collins,
Chress.

The Military Commission of Calais, which
is charged with the artillery’experiments,
has, acoording to the Paris correspondent of
the Times, just made trials with a new gun.
powder, whose explosive forco and initial
velocity are, it is said, of a nature to modif: 'y
existing princples of gunnery. New and
numerous experiments have become neces
sary, and as the presence of M, Thiers could

-anly bo of ‘ude when the commission has

ascottained conclusively what are the effects
of the new explosive, his journey to Calns
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To Counresroxpests.—Letters addressed to
~ cither the Editor or Publisher, as well as
Communications intended for publication,
wust, invariably,be pre paid. Correspon
dents witl also bear in mind that one end
of the envelope should be left open, and
in the corner the words * Printer’s copy
writien, and a twa or five gent stamp (ag-
cording to the weight of the.conimunica-
tion) placad thereon wili"pay the postege
e g

3 0

‘The Accounis for Subseriptions to the
< Yolunteers Review” are mow being
made out, and will bo forwarded by
post tq each) subseriber, and after ale
lowjng a regsonable {imo forsettlement,
if not paid, the paper will Le discone.
tinned and the Acconnts placed inCoppt
far oqllsctian.

Tuere is no country in the world that has
tho samo amount of materiai wealth con.

cenirated within so small a space ns Great
Britain, and nono so thoroughly defenceless

as far as military force 18 concerned—that

forca being tho most costly and loast numeo.

ric.lly eflicient of any other in Europe.
The whole question of armament is sur-

0| rounded with so many anomalics, that out-

siders sland amazed at the prodigality and
folly displayed-on the ono hand, tho parsi
monious meoanness, injustice, and fanatical
stupidity on the other. Hero is a wholo
nalion of shopkecpeers priding themselves
on their keen business, capabilities, whose
gaing aro reckoned by the hundreds of
millions of pounds sterling, deliberately do-
priving themselves of the means of preserv-
ing their wealth from the handsof the spoiler
under the plen of economy; at the same
time, making the skeleton of the military
forco they aro obliged to keep up manpy
times more costly than the huge armies
which their immediate neighbors control,and
which may any day be launched against
them for the purposo of emplying those
money-bags they have been so sedulously
engaged iu filling, to the neglect of other
duties. .

That we have not overdrawn this picture
of the true state of English preparation is
eastly proved. With & population of nearly
thirty millions, a force of 50,000 =ol-
diers is all that would be available in an
emergency, and the whole nominal muster
roll would no} exceed 100,000 men of all
arms ; yet th's forco coets the State
no less than £15,900.000 sterling ane
pually! The Whig-Radicals, .to please
the cory of tho commercial class for
retrenchment and the miob for equality,
reorganized—or the better word would be
altempted to reorganize— the British Army
somme twoyears agoorso,with what effect may
be imagined when it is known that the
autocrat and originator of the whole move
ment ws3 o lawyer, with a clerk from the
civil service as his assistant !

Without referring to the unconstitutional,
unjust, and overbearing manner in which
thodistinguishing principles of the scheme
was forced on the country, it is only neces.
sary to point to recent experience as de-
veloped in the Aututhn Manwuvres to show
that it has culminated in making confusion
worse confounded.But another feature of the
scheme has been to localize the different
battalions of the British Regular Army. The
-fortieth clause of the *Act for Reorganizing
the Army’ has_a provision for placing the
offspring of eoldiers that are not otherwise
-provided for oz a charge on the local rates.
-As a muatter of course,this has raised an out.
ory gmongst the ratepayers, and in com-
ments on one particularly outspoken docu-
ment ip the shapo of a handuill, cslling on
4 Englishmen, fnthers, ratepayers nand
elpotors™ fo agitate for the repeal qf the

Jerticth olanse ovar a woman's signature, Tha

Broad Arrow of 25th January gives the
following account of how tho Rogular Army
is recruited :

‘¢ At present many of tho poorest cluss of
our recruits aro tho sons of parents who
have Leen partly supporled by the parish,
have themselves perhaps been l‘Oi\l‘C({) by tha
parish, most probably have received from
the parish what education thoy have, and
will full back upon the parish when a grate-
ful country—the nation at large,mind-- finds
them worn out in its service. ‘The best
manhood of England amongst the poorer
clnsses i, in fact, reared in the country dis,
tricts and in tho small towns, nurfured and
pducatcd at the cost of tho ratepayers, and
its last days provided for out of the same
funds, while, on the other hand,ning-tenths
of that manhood during its prime is creating
or flefending wealth fur from that littlespot
which reared it, and must Jay it jn its coffin, ,
and all for the benefit of tho great absorbing
centres which produce very little of the raw
material, or of the nation as a{whole, in the
public services of the State. 'L'here is hero
a great wrong and cruel oppression done to
the ratepayers of agricultural districts,
whilst the great mass of theo small towns
throughout the country are literally groon -
ing under the weight of local taxation,”

It would be impossible to compress within
the same space a more graphic illustration
of the social politics of England, and the
fearful bondage in which the commercinl
interests holds the mass of the people, than
the paragraph quoted conveys.  Great
wrong and cruel oppression” to the agricul-
tural class means a state of affairs incom.
prehensible to those political philosophers
who beliove the world was made for shop-
keepers alone,and it furnishes at once a key
to the mystery of the difficulties under
which any administration must labour that
honestly strives to advance the interests of
the country without reference to themonopo:*
ists. Communding a largo amount of money
those people can easily urouse the fanatical
narrow-minded and ignorant, by adopting
some popular cry. As for instance, the last
one was the * Landed Avistocracy of
Great Britain was the cause of all the evils,
social and otherwise, with which society was
affiicted,” and this cry was upbeld by Jony
Brianr, J. 8. Mu.L. and other lights of the
advanced Liberal school as sound political
doctrino ; while Mr. Grapsroxe and his
colleagues are more than suspected of an
intention, if they cn, of sacrificing the.
landed interest. to the convenience of the.
commercial monopolists by a system of
wholesale confiscation.

The Broad Arrow recently complained of
the difficulty of providing recruits for the
-British Army. With the higbly enlivening
prospects offered in the paragraph quoted
and under the economy of the Whig.
Radicals, the only wonder we have is that,
they are able io get amun at all; and-if the
great mass of the lower onders were not kept
at starvation powst by the manufacturing
class, for the purposo of kepping down wages
at Birmingham and Mapghester, not n .tan.
wonld be got ta serve o pauntry that earen
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so little for the most important and useful
class of its population—ils soldiers—as to
allow theni Lo end their days in a workhouse,
when the Stato had received tho benefit of
their labour ab o rale tar below its venl
valuo.

It may very well be asked, what has sole
diers rocruited from tho clugs which now
form tho Regular Army and ofticered by
compelitive examination to fight for, There
can bo no particular sentiment or motive in
swving GoscieN's profits or GrapstoNe's in.
heiitance, nor is it & point of patriotism to
prolect, Buwing’s finuco or Joux Bricur's
acquisitions from tha Prussians. Most assur.
edly, of all existing military forces that of
Uroat Britain has the smallest motivo for
enthusiasm snd loyally ; and the Army
Reorganization Schewe, by abolishing pur-
chase, has severed the List tio which linked
' 1t to the landed interests,

That Great Britain has arrived at that
period of military decadence in her history
which all puiely commercial statesare sure
10 undergo, we aro slow to believe ; but her
- salvation will not bo duo to the trading in
terests of the class which has virtually gov
erned hersinco 1832;but to what is her really
malterial interest—her landed aristocracy, If
the Conse /ative element comprised in her
agricultural intorest does not succeed in
arresting the downward progress of the
mere commerecial spirit and interest, a dozen
yoars will notelapse bofore the wisdom ofthe
Amasyiany Sage will be justified in her case,
*1le that possesses moie iron will own all
this gold.

Thero i3 patriotismi and life in the nation
yet ; but between the shopkeepers and the
workhouse, both stands a fair chance of
being axtinguishedin the interest of greed,
cant, and stupidity!

e ———— e

Ix another column willbe founl un article
from Broad Arrow of 25th January, on the
* British Navy,;” which is terribly suggestive
as fo the oxtent in which its affuirs have
been mismanaged. In fifty years tho enor—
mous sum of between thirty and forty mil-
lion pounds sterling has been squandered
in erude experiments. Cur conlenpurary

. may well ask, and with what resulls ® as the
answer is that the navy is “now in the
same state of transition’’ as in 1861,

Our contemporary ascribes as the primary
cause of failure, want of organisation, or as
the Quarterly Review more clearly points out
want of administrative ability,and the vicious
system of allowing every shop-keeper who
attains a seat in.the House of Commons,and
a portfolio in the administration of the day,
because he is a more violent and unserupu-
louspartizan than bis follows, to pull to Dicces
and roconstruct a purely teolnical depart.
ment, in which neither his previous train.
ing, kuowledge, _ghility or c}*arac'er: wonld
qualify’ him to be g clerk,

§fEngland is to have either An Romy or

navy, the Houso of Commnions must strip |s
itself of the wholo of its usurped power,
and by placing bolh branches of tho t
National Government in the hands of akilled
ofticors, put them beyond thereach of polill*
cal egotists or intriguors.

Thors can bo nothirg to hinder tho Com- [t
manderin-Chief of tho land forces being an
ex officio cabinet minister, ,nor an Admiral
oxercising tho functions of IYirst Lord of the |t

Admirality. Neither tho one nor
tho other need bo political partisws ;
but they should bo held responsiblo for
overything connected with the servives in
their several departments—from the but:
ton on the soldier's coat to tho constructim |}
of the first rate man of war. s

The groat cause of inefliciency in Lotlh
branches of the service was the everlasting
meddling of the mere politicians, and the
splitting up into a lot of independont biag-
ches, for purposes of political pationage,
what ought to constitule a single depart.
ment,

Woe diftfer altogether with Broud Arrow
that the manifest intereats of the whole em-
pire “ must be wiclded for political con.
siderations.” The setvice of the country is
above all such palry isaues as partisanship, |¢
and the sooner that idea is realized in Eng- |t
land the better for itsinterests, Neither is
the prosent stato of disorganization, waste.
ful outlay, and transition, a question of co.
structizn at all : it is in reality a problem in-.
volving what style or class of vessels shall
comprizo the future British floet, and with
what nature of arlillery it may be armed.
That problem will not besolved by members
of Parlinment—disciples of the Manchestor
School—nor such great naval reorganizers
as CoiLpers or GoscaeN. The sooner thesystem
that brought such men to tho surface is
abandonzd the sooner will a solution be ar
rivedat, and the pre-ent gencration may
again soe Britannia rule the waves—not |;
otherwise.

upoervision of a mounted ofticer, in nll-.i_l;

dotails, while, in reality he should only at:

end to its work, and if he necds support,

will hie not find it as difticult to get it from
othorcompanies as the British ofticer would ?
oris it a peculiarity of tho British service

hat the oflicers in reserve arve independent

of any authority ? Tho case made out is not
applicable to any condition of the unew tac:

ics, Our battalion arrangoments avo fur su-

perior to the Prussians ; and as our skir
mishing. nor indeed that of any other army,
will not bo carried out Ly wnidependent
commnnds, wa prefor for all practical pur.
poses our own organisation ; and if lwo com.

mnies are out skirmishiog, two will Lo in
upport, and two in reserve, while a Liout.

‘Colonel and {wo Majors will be responsible
for
Col. Macooxary s formatlon by fours to the
Prussian theory.

the work performed. Wo also prefor

| e a———— ]

We have endeavoured to keop our readers

informed of all improvements in artillery or
projectiles, and especially thoso designed
for our naval armaments, inasmuch as tho
first line of defence of Great Britain mustne-
cessarily be most completo. 'The various ar

icles which have appeared from time to
ime on this subject in the Vorusrssr Re-

view have been characterized by the marked
dissent exhibited to the conclusions arrived
at by the theorists, onl 0 tho system of
manufacturing the monster ordnanca with
which modern mechanical skill geeks to su’).
ject mechanical impossibilities.

It hasulways been averred thatseamen lone

weré the best judges of the weapons with
waich the British navy should bo armed, be-
cause they alono understood the practical
conditions under which such arms could be
used. The soundness of the positions laid
down is receiving confirmation ovory day,

The following from Broad Arrow of Feb.]
s the latest : —
“ Lieut.~Col. Alexander Strange, F. R, S.,

of 240 men.

R A

Our gallant conteaporary G.W.G ,at Vie-
toria, Vancouver Island, sent us an extract
from the Army and Nany Gazelle on * in.
fantry Drill,” for which wo could not -find a
placo when his letter wus published. "We
gladly insert it to-day, as the subjaet is.orme-
of supassing intorest to our readers, and.iit.
is ouly by collating as it were tie ojinions:
of every one capable of.svriting on the suly’
Jject, that atrue idea will ba armved. at.
pspecting the pioper * Taclies” to be.
adopted.

In the caso before us, tho writer is evis
dently an admirer of the Prussian system
of mounted captains, and larga” companies
It we-understand anything of
the matter, this factical ynit is both too
smallas well as too large. Smull; bechise - 108 ©!
2{0men will only put 80 forward as skir.
mishers ; tao large, boatuse it requires the

inspector of scientific instruments to the In.
dian Government, delivered a lecture at the
United Service Institution on Monday even.
ing last, on the expediency of mounting
heavy guns at sea on the principle sbout to
'be adoptedin the counstruction of the Besse
med saloons Captain Goodenough, R. N,
presided. 'The lecturer bogan by showing
how:ths rolling of ships at gea interfered
with tho rapidity of fire and accuracy of aim
in the guns. Our sea cannonade was, in fact
no hetter than & sort of snap shooting, so
much 8o thatin the case of the Monarch it
as calculated that only one in ten of her
shot would hit at a distance of a thousand
yards. This was o state of things to be re.
|medied, and the council had come to the
conclusion thatexperiments sliould be made
with Mr. Bessemer's system of controlled
suspension a8 & remedy. He had already
como to the conclusion that Mr. Bessemer's
principle would secure tho first necessity,
uimely, steadiness of platform. The adop-
tion of the principle would, howaever, neces-
sitate an entire change in the naval gundrill,
Vertical sights would give way to spirit lo-
vela and electricity ; and, Indeed, Mr, Bessq,
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mor hoped to make the gun firo itsell
automatioally the moment it had been pro-
porly pointed at tho objeot, Thoself acting
ignitor was, ho thought, ominently worthy
of o trial, at least for broadsido guns, there
being o doubt as to whethor the oxcessive
effuots of rolling to which bow guns woro ex.
posed would permit of its applioation to

them. The council strongly recommended
experiments to bemado with Mr. Bessemer's
principlo of suspension, which, if successful,
would secure the maximum of fighting powers
in our ironelnd ships. As to the reconstruc-
tion of our Navy, it was of no use crying out
againstit. We shall have another and an.
other, 80 long_as tho restlers brain of men
created new inventiens, for on one point nll
Eunglishmen weroe agreed, namely that their
Navy should bo the most advanced and
strongest in tho world. le Lelieved that
ironclad ships had reached thelr culminating
point, and were doomed rapidly to decline.
‘The artillerists and the trmour platers wero
in constant collision of opinion respecting
their specialities, and le {md come to the
conclusion that n general distrust had risen
up as to tho sufliciency of armour plates tu
resist modern gurs, and.lo secure safety.
Already Sir W, Armstrong and Sir J. Whit
worth engaged to make guns ablo to pierce
24 inches of plating; but Mr. Bessemer pro-
posed a gun which would fire a ballof five
tons at the rato of oneaminute. Besides
this gun tho Woolwich Infant would become
a baby indeed, If that would not be sufli-
cient, ha co d make ono toGire a ball of ten
tons, Mr. Besseter, having been ealled on
by the chairman (Captain Guodenough, R,
), briefly stated that with bis system there
would be no difliculty in securing » perfectly
steady platform for the heaviest guns, and
in addition he could give automatic firing
and absolute certainty of aim. Thero was a
time when gangs of men, wielding 28lb.
hammers, made wrought Eiser; now Nr.
Krapp's hammer of 60 tons did the same
work. In the days of the 20lb. hammera
desoription of Mr. Krupp's GU ton 1nstru-
ment would have been laughed at as much
as bis (Mr, Bessemer's) certain platform and
gun fiving a five ton ball,

In the discussion which followed, the
views of the lecturer met withsevere hand
ling by Commander Dawson, R.N., and Cap-
tain Selwyn, R.N., who pointed cut the in-
creased difliculties of shooting at sea when
the interfering element of a horizontal plat.
form wa: introduced into a rolling ship;
the guns could not be fired from a horizon-
tal platform above deck on the weather side
without shooting into the deck; that from.
such a platform they could not be fired
through ports in the ship's sides without an
mcrease of the vertical opening of the port
which would bo highly objectionable ; and
it was furter pointed out that the horizontal
swinging plaiform did not overcome the
vertical motion of the ship, and that thus,
the levels of guns on the platierms would
be, although parallel, at snch distances
apart in respect to their positions at the rise
and at-the fall, that the tinjectories of the
projeotiles fired would vary to an extent to
cause the shot fired at the mglher level to.go
over the ship and some hundreds of yards
beyond. The chairman, also, in concluding
the meeting,made other practical seaman-
liko comments of a similar-nature.

Ix arecent issue we wained our readers
that the warlike attitude of the Whig Badi*
culy with reapect {o Russia’s proceedings ip

to ns misarablo & backdown, as that which
produced tho Washington Treaty. An ar.
ticlo from Broad Arroto of 1st Fobruary, cn
titled ¢ Is England Effuced,” (which wo ro°
publish in another column for tho tho:
roughly English sentimont it breathes, and
the glowing colors it paints the action of
the Grapstoxs Government in which would
havo boon highly gratifying to us if it did
not look so like the Kaliduscope withils ra:
pidly shifting tints, and about as reliable re*
epecting thi policy of our esteemed contem
poraries’ friends) taken in conuncotion with
o vory clever articlo in the British Quas.
terly Review for January, confiris our ex-
pressed suspicions.

A perusalof Broad Arrow’s article,conveys
tho idea that the Grapstoni and GrexviLLy
of 1870 and 1873 are quito different person*
ages, ‘That tho criminal and eraver sur
render to Russia of tho Treaty of Paris, and
the truckling to our Yankeo necightors,
which cost this country loss of territory,and
sovereign rights of inéilculable value; and
Englishshop-lceepers£3,000000stg.(towhich
they, theYankees hind a> much claim as the
whitechapel pickpocke} to the cly ke fakes,
from the unsuspecting pedestrian, were
acts of consummate stalesmanship; and
that the United Stales (navy, nor Peter the
Great‘ is not a terror to either John Bull
couchant, or John Bull rampant.” That
England is in a position to muke her in-
fluence felt—a faot wo are pleased to learn,
because, if other authorities speale truly, the
objects of our contemporary’s adulation
are,have been,andjntend to be,busily engng:
ed in neutralizing that influsnce, and expos*
ing her naked to her enemies.

The London Globein an exhaustive article
on Naval Administration gives the following
summary of the manner in which the Whig
Radicals have been providing for making
“ England'sinfluenco fell.”

A reduction in the personnel of the
Navy and Marines of 5500 men ; a reduction
in the reserves of 6984. Year Ly year a
failure of some 1800 tons of <hip building ;
a reduction in our total fleet of about 30
ships ; 2nd of our ships in commission, dur
ing the first year's Radical rule, of 41 ; dur-
ing the second, 10 ; during the third, nuo-,
ther 9; 59 that in threo years no fewer than |
60 ships have been put out of commission |
without being replaced, 25 being sctual re- |
ductions in our armantents abroad.” The
concluding worda of our contemporary aie
as follows: “ We cannot doubt that the'
truest economy liesin the Conservative po-
licy of maintaining the highest degree of ef-
ficiency, and in paying tull pay for activo
work rather than half-pay and pensions tu
able-bodied, intelligent, and encrgetic men
for doing nothing.”

A careful perusal of ocur contemporary’s
article will fead to the suspicion that there
are * certainidentity of views ' existing be.
tween the present English Administration,
and the advisers of the Czar; for if we ro
collect aright: Jony Briant's idenlily of vioes
flyring the Crimeayn War, cost bim bis seat

Central Asin, wag the preparatory. floyrish
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for Manchester, and tho antecedents of tho
party are not abovo suspioion.

It would appear that the intorests of Groat
Britain in Central Asia have not been pro.
perly attended to. ‘Tho Manchestor school
of politicians havinga fundamental principle
which is that of all retail denlers ** for ovory
man to mind his own business, o very gcod
maxim if it could only boenforced. Andin
this connection wo may ns well say that as
Prussin bas already fooled Austrin {o her
grievous loss and detriment, our contempo.
rary nced not bo too sanguine that sho will
bo found on the side of England in the ovent
of a Russian War, 1t scems to us her ac.
count will decidedly be to take the part of
that power, with which Great Britain would
have small chance in the event of a defénsive
war, On the whole, the articlo is plucky,
but as Flewellyn  says only ¢ prave
worde

The British Quarlerly Revicw, the great
organ of tho Whig Radicals and English
Non Conformiets, hasan able and well twrit
ten article on the Emperor ALuxavper, and
the Policy of Russia,” which, one would al
most supposo was written by, Friend Joux
Brignr, 1t gives a glowing eccount of the
infancy of the, Czar. IIis bitter bondage
as first aid-de camp to Joun's special friend
—Nicholas. Iis accession and the highly
origioal as well as beneficial manner in which
all the r¢forms in Russia were inaugurated
and wotked out, which reminds one very
strongly of Ciutper's Reform in the Navy,
and CaupwelL's in the Army. But itis with
tho Russian advance in Central Asia that
the article principally deals, and the writer
displays no small amount of strategical
knowledge in political matters, It appears
that it is an absolule necessity of Russia to
seek an ocem frontier, nll her great rivers
runinto the Arctic Sea,or find an exit through
the territories of others, and hence the ne-
cessity of seeking an outlet for the produc
tions of the Lmpire. The argument, by
the way, strongly reminds us of the reasons
our Yankeo neighbors gave for seeking a
share of our Fisheries—because they had
none of their own-—and is strongly
sugueslive of the national benevolenco
of Ungland under the Whig Radical
rule, -

Well this great want must be supplied-
Lussian merchants must have access duly
fieo, or nearly so, for the coarse manufac
tures of the Empire, which would sell
no where else; and the Kkanates, as
those teriitories in Central Asia aro called,
must be coerced into the required moasures.
Declining to be coerced, why they must be
conquered and annexed; and thus by in
evitablo fats, the forlunes of Russia, since
the Whig Radicals bave come inlo power in
Great Britain, have been pushed to the lino
of the Uxus, and advanced moro .noarly to
our frontiers in India in four years than
during any previous forly, And tLe B.itish
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tho situation by tho following extract

THE VOLUNTEER REVIEW

03

 CORRESPONDENCE.

from the lomlon Zimes of November 10, The Iitor does not hold htmself rasponstile for

1872,

“If the Russians huve been obliged to
uso_force, and if tho uso of forco'hns ended
in the neenprtion of more or lcss of tho hos
tile tevritory, this ought not to surpriso
Englishmen, in whoso dezlings with Asiatics,
precisely tho snmo phenorienon has appear-
el We beganwith a furt at Madras, and o
fictory on the Hooglley. Now, wo rulo 200, -
000,000 of human beings, yet thero never
was a time when conquest was made for its
ownsake; thero never was a lime when
India divectors and their servants,when Min-
isters and Parliament did not think wo had
too much. Woconquered in spite of our.
selves ; wo went spell bound to greatness ;
the country fell to us as of necessity. This
is not new, for the Roman Empire was built
up itself in this way. "The Russian Gazetle
alloges that the dominion over the wild ro.
givns of Central Asia is fullingto Russia af-
ter tlns manner without any deliberato seel.
mg on her part. The conclusion of course
18 that a tendency so deep and strong, and
80 indopendent of human will must be full
of benelits for the world!ll  Manifest destiny
appears here,as in tho conflict betyeen tho
Angle Americans and the Mexicans or the
Indians, and it is certainly ns good an
achievement to restoro an old world ag to
conquer a new."

in
ol

tndividual expressions of opinfon {n commung
cationsaddressedlothe VOLUNTERR REYIRW.

EDUCATION IN THE RANKS.

——

To the Editor of the VoLuxTrER Revigw,

DuAr Sin~ Permit a fow light remarks

upon a subject—which Baron Stoffel's critie.
ism—ss givenin the Review—have ovoked,
to find space in tho too abbreviated pages of
your journal.

I shall bave no hesitation in following smit

by imitatiog the Baron in his ingonuons
brusquerie, and at onco Jjoiningissue with him
upon the etiology which imputes Prussinn
success 10 Russian erudition. Butb were
the sof disant intellectuality indisputa.
ble, its stimulating effect upon the morale
of armies, would still remajn o8 ambiguous
as tho elevated standard claimed for it, in
that of Prussin’a. It is said posterity will
marvel at the edueation manin of the
present. In tho mean timeI am perplexed
to know wherein, or what constitutes the
superiority of the educated soldier—as n
mero combatant—over the average common
sense of his comrade? Observe the tio men

action, each probably emulous of the
her, and taking stride for stride,delivering

shot for shot,with equal coolness and dexter.
ty:  In camp the educated man might enjoy
Ceasar’s commentatoiies inthe original, the

So the Russian advances on Indiais to be other, it may be, is content to oheer his

one of those grand achievements of manifest
destiny of which the Whig Radicals are the
apostles and active agents, and the Times,
their great organ;'it is true those oracufar ut.
terances are deprived of whatover little
value they raight have by the fact, that the
Times is itself totally ignorant of the policy
or motves of Russia,ns the British Quarterly
Llctiew points out, but as a representative
Jjournal it is stated to be the means of se.
curing for the ForeignUfhce * some insulting
noles  for stupidities written in Printing
House Square,”

ly

Bivouac with the begrimed fragment of an
old ballad, All this nauseous barping upon
tho assumed acumen indispensable to the
modern soldier, is simply absurd, and from
which the experienced one turns with
contempt.  Surely it needs no cultivated
berception to perceive the fearful impact
of missiles, Nor is it necessary to be perfect.

au fait in Acoustics to hear and heed the

ominous noise with which projectiles ad-
monish their yictims though—like Jack's
stand from under—~generally too late, Stu:
pidity itself must,in the intimidating hustle,

Itis suggestive of the means by which hum, snd whirr of their flight, know that

Eagland acquired India that she should 1ose | thieve dyead messengers of fate are on the
1t by the advance of a power who has made wing.

the augmentation of Territory, a steady po-

Under such conditions Tacticians may feel

licy, nnd is not liable to be turned aside by lissured safety evolutions will become casy
the votes of a lot of peddlers, and the policy of ucquisition to th» most stolid, and that
of backing down concealed under both ar. the very clite of Prussia’s alumni could not
ticles, will hasten that denounement. avoid or Lrave, the inevitable in aolion, with

S—————— more iutelligenco or recollection than conld

e ma—

, . the man of average comp:on senso. Fearin
WE Luve to return our thanks to Lieut, | & g

_Colonel FLercusr, C.M.G,, for the report of
‘the annual meeting of the Frontier Rifle
Associaticn.

OQur correspondent on cavalry equipment,
isinformed that the MilitiaDepariment have

to become discursively obtrusive in my com*
ments and on your space,

I remain, dear sir, yours &e.,

Saparyr,
New Hamburg, 12th Jan,, 1873.

————————s

in store, full outfit in clothing, saddlery and | 7% the Edtlor of the Voruxtaer Review,

arms for cavalry, which can bo had on re

Dear Sir,- Will you kindly inform mo as

uisition through the Brigade Major of Dis- |14 whethen the Government makes the
trict, ’ usual grant to eflicient Volunteer Regimen-

tal Bands as herotoforo ; and if 30, does the
Commanding Oficer of each Buttlion oom-
linuo Lo receive the same ?
Yours Le.,

Isquinen,

The allownuce for Regimental Bands 1
still in existence, but is only paid to efficiont
bands,—~ Ev, Vor. Rev.

Tho Annual Target Practice of tho M rk-
bam Volu: tecr Company, No. 6 12th York
Rangers, camo off at Hoad-quarters on
Saturday, 1st iust., under command of Cupt.
Reesor. Tho day was cold and windy, but
there was exceedingly good shooling. Tho
company turned out well and ovory man
enjoyed himself.— Com.

FRONTIER RIFLE ASSOCLATION.

Tho Eleventh Annual meeting of this
association was held at Franklin Centre,
County of luntingdon, Quebec, on the 11th
February, Thero wasa largo attendance of
members. The 50th and 51st Battalions and
Huntingdon Cavalry wers well roprosented.

Lieut.-Colonel Fletcher, President, in tho
chair, the eflicient Secretary, Licut.-Colonoj
McEachern, was at his post as usual, After
the minutes of last meeting wero read and
approved, the treasurer's report was read
shewing tho receipls for the year weto
$516.94, and disbursements, $434.56 ; leav,
ing nbalance on hamd of $53.38. 'Tho clec.
tion of officers then took place,the following
were elected :

Presipext.—Lieut. Colonel Fletcher, C,
3. G.

Vioe Presioents.—Lieut.-Colonels Rogers
aud Ried ; Majors McNaughton, Lucas, and
Mr, Fee, Dr, Sheriff; Captsins, Breadner
and Johnson, Revd, Wm. Masson.
Seorzrany-TreASURER,—~Licut. Col, Me.
Eachern, C, M, G,

Couxcirn,—The office bearers,and C aptains
of Companies belonging to the Asgociation,

The Firing Raage and Finanoo Committees
were appointed, and aro composed of the
samo members as last yoar,

A discussion took place as to where the
next Annual Matches would be held; fin.
ally Havelock was chosen, The time for the
matches was left to bo decided by the Pre.
sident and Secretary, with the understand-
ing, that the latter part of June would be
preferred, it it dil not interfere with the
Annual Drill,

The continuous success of tho Frontier
Association is gratifying to those frionds and
suppoztors who have so well sustained its
operations since its formation. The Asso-
siation hes entered upon its eleventh year
with brighter prospects than ever, The
next annusl matches bid fair to excoed m
interest and value of prizes, any of the prize
moetings yet held on the Frantier. T'he As-
sociation is affiilated with the Dominion, and
Quebec Provincial Riflo Associations, and
will send some of its crack shots to compaste
at Ottawn for o place on the next 'l‘ea!q fog

Wimbledon,
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With soft slow stop and bated breatls,
A‘lvprouch him laid In state

v 1th head uncovered fand nud se¢
Qf soverelguity,tho fate;

Rehold the e. ding of renowit,

Napoleon dofis to donth hiscrowt

Is this the will nflexible,
Inspired intvondrous wiso
Togaln a throno by grades,and

As highas man canrlsoe
Whese wand might undulate likesea
Themass of subject men? 'Tis he!

1s this the one who deemed hie held
All Europe’s desting,
Lould makeacontinent hisown
By deep diplomacey ?
« Qalferino’s hero” now—nnon, .
The vanquishied Stre 2 This is the vae .

1stand

Ix this the manwho would uprise
A wilderness of swords,
To help the weak agatinst thio siruns,
The Turk 'gatnst Jtusslan hordes®
Tagland'’s tirm altv at Redaun,
10 cause of Right ? Thisis thic man !

1s this the man ambition,hate,
Impelled tofrantic war,

J11s hosts azajust the Prussian host
The gower of both to mar”

Who fought till bload tke rivers ran.

Incauso Of wrong? Tlus s the tnan

15 this the man of mystic traits,
0Of good and eviisway,
Who sonred, and fell, and sz
And sceptro rent away °
WWho left thie drama nt Sedan,
Ex-Emperor? ‘Thls Is the man

w his thrane

1s this the form almost adored
1y France in fortune’s flow ?
3% tisimilie Suiam aten -l RRROTTCT,
By Frauco wlon I,\'ln:f- tow 2
That plunged hér deep inwwreek and stmn,
‘Then lefs thescene T This s the form!

Now softly step away and muse

on glory and renown,
How ““happencth one evont to ail”™

Nor sparcth death tho crown;
AN ..arn, 'tis all worth striving for.
To be in heaven an Emperor!

Ly,
Farsbore,” January 22nd, 1873

s et .

THE BRITISH LINE IN ATTACK, PAST
AND FUTURE.

(Continned from Paye St
Tue Atrack Proren,

Old Mcthod of Carrying « Josilon—
Frederick tho Great used to wishhis troops
to carry positions at the shoulder, but, even
during thedaysof flint locks, fire asserted its
superiority, when properly used, British
troops generally deployedand fired » volley
or two before charging, or the atticks were
covered by skirmishers, who, however, usu
ally retired behind the lino when within
musket-shot of the enemy’s closed bodies,
apparently because-thero being so little dif-
ference between the mngo of their weapons
and charging distance, it was thought well
to Jlear the trontto alow the closed bodies
to sottlo the matter between themy, The
importance of an uniulerrupled advance
was manifest, but even at those short dis-
tances tho want of the protection of fire, just
beforo charging, wasoften felt by tho nesail
anta if the defendets remuined ¢ool, ond the
front ranks therefore, somedumes of their
own accord, majntained an indeépendent fire
during s advance.

Modern Requiremenis. —Now, owing (o the
tho increased fange, the ussailants are vn-
avoidably a longer time undor tive, Loint-
blank range is extended ta 500 yandy, within
that distance, before cliargihg distance is
reached, thereis tinrenow for somo ten or
a dozon voijeys 1o Lo pourdd inic them by
the defenders, who may bo Iying down.
Modemn requirements ara therefore that the

attack proper must bo coverd until the last
moment by skirmishers : and, moro than
ever, that the steady unflinching advance,
which infuses such moral force into the skir

mushers, and which carries in it such power,
moral und physical, shall be retained in es-
sence by thosein support, with such sys-
tematic modifications, however, as .‘\'ill afford
them as much security (short of lying close
or keeping out of the fight) as could bo ab

tained by individual independence in tho
unreliabe swarm.

Proposed Method of Advance.—It i3 neces-
sary to adopt somo method of advancing that
will embrace the various means that have
been pointed ous far neutralizing the advan-
tages of the defence. Therequicements are
that the advance should Le mainta ned,
that the fire of the skimishers shoult bo
continuous ; that it should be delivered
lying down or presenting the smallest pos-
siblemack to the cnemy ; that tho move
ments of all bodies should be made at the
| double, and the smallest postible mark again
{ offered.
| Advancing ma general lne is thercforo
only sustable for shirmshers when they are
recuired to fire very little, or when opposed
to inferior troops. ‘I'o maintain a continuous
fire, as in the attack proper, the advance
across open ground must be by alternative
Lodies.

The advance by alternate files was theore
tically good, but impracticable. It left. the
suldivs fuu seacde 100 thialt about;
cannot tell at a glance what tiles are in error,
and it speedily becomes a general line. Al
ternate sections are better ; but clearly tho
fewer fractions there are the more simple the
movement, though their dimensions must
be limited to.an extent which will enable
men on (e ouler flank to conform readily to
the movement of the directing flank. More
over it is necessary that one body advancing
should bo adequately protected by the fire
of thestationary body. To meet these ro-
quirements—simplicity and_elliciency,—i.c.,
that the fractions should neither be so num-
erous as to be complicated nor of so large
dimensions as to bo inefficient—tho skir-
pirishers covering tho front of a battalion in
Jine, or of any smaller body, should, asa
rule, bedivided into right and left skirmish
ers. Exceptional circumstances might
require furtherdivision, butno circumstance
could require tho salternato advanes of
skirmishers of battalions. i

‘I'o enable the closed boidies to move at e
double, it would only be practicable to cover ;
short distanco at a {ime, and the advance by’
alternate wings of battalions would bio pre -
ferable to a general advance by short dashies;
as by tha latter method there would be
nothing to mark the tinie to ensure that
steady, cven, unchecked progression whicn
is a necessity, whilo by the former he
moment for each wing 1o nise aud duuble
forward is distinctly marked Ly the other
I5ing down, and tho progress is thus as cven
as the action inwalking of placing dewn one
foot to advance tho other.

s
Aatnnen
ciiicors

EsrcutioN oF & SNk ATTuvs

Ivis very desirablo that an attack ahwald
be carricd out, if possible, with one vigor-
ousforward cffurt. Theaszailanteuffers lese,
and the effectis more complete. But this
can generally only bo insured ly going
carcfully and delioerately through all pre
liminaries_; tho reconnaissance, the choice of

oint of attack, the prelininary cannonad
ing, disguising tho real point of attack, the
earrect.ostimatn of adequate supports and a
Teserve. In proportion ac thesematters nro
settled, co will bo the completencss of the

{Fenruary 20, 1673,

plan observed, successnow more than over

depends,  * Ciear plans—no fight should be

begun without a knowledgo of its object . .
. . the fight that fluctuates is tho most
bloody one. ™ (Memoir by Major Tellenbach.
pp. 22 3.) Thes deliberaticn howover, must
not cause hesitation or with shelter trench:
es. &c.

* When obliged to attack an intrenched
enemy it shonld be done instuntly, without
allowing him time to finish his works. What
may bo of advantage to day may not be so
to morrow.” (Frederick the great’s In
structions, p.101.)

The following 18 proposed as a method for
carrying oul a simple attack . —

(Battalions to bo of 10 companies —of, sny
75 R aud F- including two flank companies
composer of men picked for good shooting
and activity. Distance for theso two com
panics not to Le allowed inline, their places
wheu not covering the advance being in rear
of the two vuter companies.)

The brigade or division irtended to mako
the attack is formed in ono lino, out of shot
and if possible out of sight of the cnemy, st
adistance, say, of 2,500 yards from his posi
tion. 1fitcan be formed nearer, so much
the better.

Troops inlen led for the atlack shoukd be
relieved ol all anxiety about their flanks, for
the due prolection of which separaiv ar-
rangements shouid be made by the General
commanding.

1. a. ‘I'hose battalions inlended for Lo
first line to be deployed with intervals
of 12 paces (not allowing for the flanx
companies).

‘Those battalions told off as sccond

line to Lo four deep, with deploying

interval.

b. The line advances s near as it can

with safety to tho position of the ene-

my (which is of course being cacnon-
aded),- say, 1,200 to 1,000 yards—
and lies down.

1. . The battalion of the first line
now cover their front by throwing
forward a lhalf company of each of
their flank companies. Theso nd-
vance, making the best of their way
tonards the enemy’s position.

4. When the skirmishers have ad

vanced 130 paces the remaining two

half  flank companies and the
outer compauies advance in support
in singlo rank.

When, 1f at all, the skirmishers dur-

g tlus phase should bo reinforced

with tho remaming half companies,

must depend on the gudgment of tho
senior oftider of the ‘our companies
now on the move-

Fins preliminary to the attack should
be executed with dash, and if the en
cmy s skirmishers are oat, thero isall
the moro reason to get on rapidly to
short ranges without wasting time.
~. Waen the supports bave advanced
150 pacas, the battalions of the Ist
Iine advance in the foamatisn most
suilable o the ground.

a. Tho skirmiskers having tiken up

« position as nearas possibie o the

enemy, say 330 yards, lic down and

open n well sustained firoagiinst him
reinforced now, if not before, by the
odd half companies

b. Tho supports lie duwn at thar

proper distance, or as near as " yards

if possible,

. ‘Tho battalions lie down

When, by thoe firo of-artillary and of
iho skirmislicrs, the Tnomy's fre e

dordened, and the moment for the

HiL
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attack seoms to have avrived, the im
pelus is thus given fron the rear.
The second line receives (ho order
to ndvance. l
i

~

o

When it comes 1o within 1750 paces
of the battalions of the first  line,
theso ndvanco by alternate wings, '
dashing forward 50 pacés (in tho atti- |
tudo prescribed for skirmishers) and !
lying down.

When the battalions of the first line
arrive within 100 paces of tho support |

(now consisting of two companioes per !

battalion, one on each flank, (these

advance alternately in like manner,
throwing forward a half company each
to reinforcs the skirmishers (not !
simultaneously, but by wings as they
approrch.)

(Tho skirmishers now corsist of three

companies per battalion, and thero

are tivo half companies in support.)

4. Tho moment they are reinforced, and
ag tho right wing of ocach battalion
ltes down, its right skirmishers spring
forward 25 paces, and cover the for
ward rush of the left skirmishers
which is made ax the left wing of the
battalion lies down. ‘I'he movement
is then continued in alternato dashes
of 0 paces, the battalion and its skir-
mishers coinciting a3 nearly as pos
sible.

. When the baltalions of tho second
line reach the position lately occupied
by the first line, their advance is con-
ducted inthe sxame mauner, ie., hy
alernato wings doubling 50 paces and
lying down.

If the enemy remnins firm, lying close and
firing steadi'y, tho skirmishers will probabl! ¥y
flag in about 159 pazes (i.c., 200 yards from
theenemy). They shou!d be at onco rein- |
forced by the Lwo half companies insupport
winch may carry them on another 50 yards.
They will then probably shorten their dashes
allowing tho battalions mther to gain on
then, and they may be urged on another 50
yards, when it would scem that tho enemy
must rise, or at any rate he will probably be
visible. Should he, howover, having gooul
cover, still lie close and maintain his fice, the
skirmishers must be immediately reinforced
witha company trom each flank of the bat
talion, and more ground saved.

Should he riso and firo kneeling or stand
ing from a well ordered line, the battalion
wust close on the skirmishers, open quick |
firo for a short time, still working forward, |
and chargo the moment the enemy’s fire .
slackens.” But the fire of battalions must on |
no account be resorted to unless the cnemy |
is firm and distinet, aad the distance charg. !
ing distance, or almost, ‘

Should the enemy give way, the skirmish |
ers must boat once relived, and he muast |
bo pressed as closelv as possible, and hurried
over any supports ho may have propared in
roar, which will be the best means of disar
ranging them.

Business of the Second Line~When fire
was less powerful it was important, s tho
nssailant’s first lino approached charging
point, that the second line should be closo
at land, either to follow up with its fresh,
uoshaken, muscular forco, the vibration of
the shock of tho front lines, or to sustain
muscalarly tho shock of tlio-counter-attack. "
Thero was s erisis which rapidly présed away.

Now * firo power ™ is so increased that
the employment of it must not bo relin
quisked,and tho charge resorted to,until not
only is thedistancs very practicable, but tho
Tnsmy'a fire very woaak. Thoe samo applics
10 the defenders and the chiances of success

~

s down.

but, witlhi an cnemy-in front, theéy dught npt |
less tolodk behind them Ho discover amid

flankoatchos his
done. Tha “guides’ are o substituto;
will be theerfully obayed-when they fallinta} .
the commaud, Lol in danger tho soldier|.
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of a dircot counter-attack. If they wero to
attempt r charge oven at 100 yards whilo
the cnomy's firo was strong, they would
throw away much of tho advantages of the
defence, and would probably Lo inowed

Thoe second linoe 13 therofore required .~

L. By its moral force to enablo the first
Jine to continue to gain ground.

2. Tobe at hand to take up the fire
(relieving the first line) 1i it should
appear to bo slackening.

Advancing by alternato wings, the second
ling will maintain its distance of 150 yards,
whic the work of tho akirmishers and first
lino is casy ; but the dashes of these will
shorten as the work becomes hotter, and the
sccond line will then gradually gain on them.
This will give ample fime for the* fire fight! |
and it will bo time enoughif the second lino )
is at hand when the first line is withun 50
yards of the position. Vietory cannot in
these days be snatched in 2 moment by a
direet chargo of the defenders. 'The battal- |
ions of the firat line, with their pouches full,
will be able to take good caro of themselves
for somo minutes and the crisis can always
be staved off by holding on the defensive
the gronud that has been won,

The foregoing plan is based upon our own
old and tried principles, with such modifica-
tions as the increased power of fire and tho
recent experience of our neighboursseem to
demand.

L. The skirmishers and supports are
furnished from the battalions in rear
of them, so that they may be rein
forced until the whole of what was
the first line is expended without
mixing corps.

The intensity of fire is maintained
(exclusive of reinforcements) during
the attack, notwithstanding casual-
ities, causing the skirmishers to closo .
in a given direction ; tho battalions
doing the same by the diagonsl march
the extent of front would be main-
tnined by mwoving up troops from
those-supporting the flanks of the at.
tack.

- In the advance to tho attack proper,
not only is tho mark for the cnemy
constantly changing its distance,-but
his aftention is attracted Gif at alh
tight and left by tho alternate ad-
vances. The movements of the Lat-
talion suit this. When tho enemy’s
attention would naturally ‘be- duwen
ma greater degreo towairds the ad-
vanced position and fire on the left .
the right half-battalion makes ijis:
rush to tha front, and when much of,
hisattention sould probably-badivert- ;
cd to the right, the left half-battation -
dashed forward.

12

j3)

P.sitions of the Qfficers.—A eaplain cannat -
yin a scrious affuir, -command his: company 1
{from the position nssigned to hinicin the.

present Drill book. In thesé movements tho
position of officers commanding companies
must bo tho old-one. viz., o the innerflank
of the front rank. TIn nolion men can read.
ily execute simplemovements 1o whith they
hiavo been ‘drilled, and-enly wsnt tho sigasl;

to be required: to-tarn. their-orirs back, atill

tho din iftheir-oapiain wants anything done
From the captain'sold placs they can be
commnnded'wéll. A glance of the eyoto =.
Boiture; and the thingls is
thoy

likes to geo bis captain. Tt may bo said that

the commaunding oflicer 18 in the rear—that
is theory, heis not always there; out if ho
ware, it would Lo an additional rosson why
the captain should not be there also. The
latter can catch the commanding officer's
word or gesture by a half turn, but it wonld
nevor do for allthe men to be turaing to
cntch the word and gesture of their captain.
What there is to be done in rear can be bot-
ter supervised by two subalterns, who have
nothing else to do, than by the captain, who
has the burden of the command besides.

1t may be urged that the foregoingis an
impossible fight. ‘That may bo true, but
most Rritish officers will admit that it an
cnemy could boe found to hold out as the
defenders have been supposed to do, there
would be no dificully n getting British
soldiers to carry out the part that has been
sssigned to the assailants. And, vice versd,
if such assailunts could be found, it would
bo nothing new for British soldiers to stick
stolidly to theic posts. Butit would be
absurd, when striving to_point out the per-
fectiod of duty, to cut short an imiginary
baltle at any point with the remark. “ At
this period the enemy will decamp.’” Napol~
eon }I) mado such a miscaleulation in lus
Iast battle.

CONYVERGING ATTACE,

The converging attacks practised by tho
Prussiens are most deserving of nttention.
The principle is sound ; a superior firo con-
verges from the.arc upon a part of the ene-
my's position which forms the chord. [he
different attacks incline or converge towards
a named one, so that tho greatest number
of men that the space will allor reach the
enemy at the critical moment. Briefly, it
might be arranged thus ;—

1. The whole of tho attack is deployed
on one line forming n batedouble tho
extend of the portion of the cnemy's
position to be attecked. Forconveni
ence' sake say five brigades, which
are told-off alternattely from the right
for firat and second lines,

Il. a. The flank brigades (1 and 5) of the
tirst line advance in the manner pre.
seribed for the simple attacls, their
skirmishers taking up a position as
nearto tho encmy as possible, say
withis 200 yards, strongly reinforced,
and directing thoir fire diagonally in-
-wards:ggainst the enemy,

4. Tho-centro brigade (3) advances at

*-tho-samse timo and in tho same man.
net unlil its skirmishers are about on
3 level ‘with the battalions of the
-outer brigades—i.e. about 500 or 800

. Mards from the enemy.

HE Artilfery cAn bo massed either on the
Place vacated by tho outer brigades,
and = bittery or two, if practicable,
riny bo further in advance, in the in
tervals between tho brigadaes.

1V. Infantry, artillery, and if tho ground

: permit, cavalry aro in echelleon in
roar-6f the outer flanks of the attack,
to suppoitund feed the atlack and
guard against & counterattsck.

V. & Thedswohrigades of the second line
now -advance, aud the same thing
followz as.in tho simplo attack ; the
‘battalions of tho third brigade mov-
ing off when the second lineis within
200 paces from. them.

- b When:tho contre skirmishers spring

i rforeaxd, .the batialiang of the fank

:..btigades (who were ona lavel with

-them) advance; intluding.inwards.

- r.: Thés pporisand ekirmlishers.of tho
outertrigades.follow suit a4 tho pro-

- dermomeat, inclining. inwards.
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£ OrRDER OF FRFDERICK THE ('%m:u.—
N«? g:?tl;new better thanFrederick the Greai
the meaning and value of turning a flank,

and yet he makes distinot mention of what

he calls his *¢ oblique order.”” Mnany of his
readers, includin% perhaps Nspoleon I., have
evidantly Gnderstood his mention of the
oblique order as something distinet. It
.seems not improbable that it may have besn
the parent of the converging attack. There
was, of course, some risk in it, but a great
deal of reality. In former days the over
throw of the assailants would depend on
Actiye measures being faken by the defend-

. er against the'exposed flank. But, first, few

.atniles have &dopted the defensive with the

.7 Dukeof Wellington's quiet determiination

giving the enemy all the labour and risk,
and then knocking him over . the def:ensxve
with foreigners being generally a sign of
diffidence. And second, Frederick rather

1likéd an enemy to come out of his position,

for He was. generally prepared to return the

" chargd vigoroisly and enter with him.

“Phe’'exposed fank was therefore probably

" very well ‘supported.- In these days the fire

- of the assailant would converge from a long

" the: officer how to command,

distance, his expoded flank would be covered
ngainst fire, a direct counter-attack against
him would be questionable, and he must
providé against a flank ‘attack by echellons
in support.and the fire of artillery,

i

INFANTRY DRILL.

g
—

An “ Infantry Officer’” sends us the fol-
Jowing very sensible remarks upon this im-
portant subject :—*The ediumns of the
Times have of late been opened to several
military writers, who advocate various im-
mediate and sweeping changes in our drill ;
more especially has a ¢ Subaltern of the
Guards' endeayoured - to overthrow with

‘lavelled lance tha obstructive windmill of

the I%eld Exercise'Biok. In the present
transition state of our. forces it cannot but
be of benefit that public attention should be
loudly called to this important subject.
Would you then kindly permit an officer of
theLine, through the medium ofa profession-
al paper, to add his ‘mite of observati.ns to
the questions’at issua? The three points
prineipally advocated are —I. An immediate
and radical change in the drill book, to
ndapt our field exercises to the requirements
of modern warfare. 2. An intermediate pre-
sent abolitien byGeneral Order of the Field
Exercise Baok, to prevent wrong principles
being taught. 3. The introduction into our
drill of the Prussian company column, If the
ohject of all drills were simply to lead the
troops in suitable formation against the
enemy, then, indeed, half-a-dozen pages of
a new drill book would be quite sufficient ;
but every practical soldier recognises as a
truth that the greatest difficulty on service
is to keep the men in hand while in action
and under fire-—a difficalty greatly increased
since modern requirements demand a
nmeh more extended and looser formation,
Now the real object of dritls is to teach the
men the habits of discipline, and of prompt
unthinking obedience, and to teach the offi-
cars the habits of command. It takes years

 of daily and ‘unremitting training in the

drill fiéld und barrack room before a sol:
dier 0ah b&brought to such a state of dis-
cipline as, in the flurry agd excitement of
adtion, to hear and at once attend to the or.
ders .of his snpérfors. But  on the other
hand, & lifetime is often insufficient to teach
It is not
enough to give correct orders; the manner
of giving orders, so as to rives and enforce
attention and obedience, is an art in itself.

Some few are born with it, others acquire
it in course of military service, often
unconsciously, while too many ia a lifelime
fail to acquire this all‘important art, and
with it the confidence of their subordinates
on service. Now, strict, accurate, and rigid
drill is the one great means of teaching offi-
cers to command and soldiers to obey. Ifan
officer is deficient in the native art of com-
manding, the word of command becomes as
it were a magic formula the use of which
enforces obedience and conceals from the
men, and perbaps from the officers, the lat.
ter's want of professional aptitude. It is,
therefore, essential that accurate drill move-
ments should be constantly practised in the
Army, in onder that the habits of command-
ing and obeying, acquired by constant prac.
iice, may be preserved in the vital moments
of actian ; and if, on the other hand, our
drill were reduced to half a dozen movements
really required on service, the continned
reiteration of these few on the drill field
would becoma so tedious that attention
would inevitably slacken, and man would be
driven out of the service by ennui. From
this point of view the maintenance of strict
and variéd drill formations would appear
to have important advantages, which should
notbe relinquished without reflection. The
experiment proposed, of abolishing the pre
sent drill before establishing a new one,
would be a fatal playing with edged tools.
Officers lcft to invent their own movements
and words of commaad would often find
themselves fatally hampered for want of the
accustomed formula, and might gravely
compromise themselves by betraying to
their men how inefficiently they were able
to control them without the aid of tradition-
al forms. On the other hand, offiicers and
men strictly and carefully trained and dis-
ciplined according to existing forms, would
very soon at the will of the general adopt
without contusion new forms demande1 the
circumstances. Though unknown to the
drill book of his time, Sir C, Campbell had
uo difficulty at Balaklave in making the
93rd receive Russian cavalry in line. To
charge in extended order, to seek independ-
ent cover by companies or sections, to open
out literally and lie down when under fire
without cover, would be an easy matter for
well-drilled troops, though mot previously
trained to it, and a General Order giving
such directions would be sufficient. to have
these and similar rules carried out on ser-
vice, but let us not for these objects sacri-
fice the means by which we acquire discip-
lie. The cry for the Prussian company
column formation in our Army seems to be
equally unnecessary. The Prussian com-
pany, 240 strongon a war footing, consists
of two divisions three deep, or three divi-
sions two deep (the third rank, picked
marksmen, being in the latter case formed
into a separate division). In company col-
umn these divisions are sometimes in quar-
ter column, sometimes in double column of
subdivisions on the centre. This formation
in itself gives no peculiar manwmuvring fa
cilities. It is quite large enough to be a
very palpable mark for artillery and infan.
try five, as was proved often enough in the
late campaign ; it was-a very awkward for-
mation as n support to skirmishers. and as
such has been abandoned by the Prussians
in their late Autumn Manwmuvres. Those
who wish to introduce this formation in our
Army seem to follow the shadow instead of
the substance—the form instead of the
spirit.  The real Prussian advantage lies not
in the formation of the company column.
but in the constitution of the company., The
Prussian company is officered by five offi-

cers, inclusive of the captain-—the latter is
mounted in the field. In the broken and
detached nature of modern warfare, when o
Prussian company iz in action. one half, or
one divigion at least, is skirmishing, the re-
mainder are in support ; the mounted cap-
tain commands both the skirmishers and the
supports ; they are all his own men. in
whom he is equally interested, and he takes
care that they are supported, sustained re-
lieved or reinforced as may be required. In
fact, in the Prussian mounted captain we
find a link in the chain of the responsibility
of battle, which in our service, isalmosten-
tirely wanting. It was beautiful to observe
how harmoniously supports and skirmishers
worked in Prussian Autumn Mancouvres,
while & deficiency of harmony was very ob-
servable in our own. When an English bat-
talion sends out, for instance, three com-
panies to skirmish, and three to support,
the skirmishers and supports are quite in-
dependent of each other; the supporting
captain will take no orders from the skir:
mishing one. The commanding officer can*
not Icok to everything ; one of his majors
commands the reserve, the other, with no
specially assigned duty, looks probably

after the direction of the skirmish-
ing line, and the three supporting
companies very likely amuse them-

selves by trying 10 preserve their ralative
dressing. Now, if a link be really here want-
ing, as above shown, would it not be better,
instead of adopting a Prussian not very good
formation, to make other modific tions suit—
ed to the genius of our Army ? 1 venture to
suggest the following :—Form every two
companies into tactical and organic unit
under a mounted officer, something like the
sjuadron in the Cavalry; in other words,
appoint five majors to each battalion—one
for the depdt companies, four for the service
companies. Let the major he the command-
er of the two company unit in barracks, on
parade, and in the field. Establish aninter-
mediate link between the captains and com.
manding officer,more real and thorough that
the present nominal and anomalous post of
moajors of wings."—Army and Naxy Gazelte.

A'Narrow Guace.—The novelty of a mins
jature locomotive engine and carriages
running «pon a miniature railway with a
gauge of only 18 inches, and doing good
servece, was witnessed for the first time at
the Royal Arsenal on January 10 by nearly
all the principal officers of the various de-
partments. The rail, which at present ex-
tends only from the West Wharfto the back
of the shell foundry, is composed of iron
plates cast in the royal laboratory, each of
the plates being 6 feet long, and weighing
about 3} ewt. They are laid simply together on
& bed of concrete,keyed together to preserve
their positicn, and the Jine appears firm and
durable without the aid of sleepers or bolts
such as are employed in the construction
of ordinary railways. It was designed and
carried out by Colonel Ceeatehlly, Royal En-
gineers, inspector of works at the arsenal,
who, accompanied by Colonel Milward, Col-
onel Fields and other officers, went on the
trial trip this afternoon, and found it com-
pletely satisfactory. :

The British navy in commission on Janu’
ary 1, comprised 160 steamships and vessels
including yachts, tenders, and gunboats,
mounting 1,283 guns, and manned by 28,
371 officers. men and boys ; and 64 sailing
ships and vessels (including 25 coist guard
tenders), mounting 439 guns, and manned
by 4,697 officers, men and boys; giving 3
grand total 224 ships and vessels, monn!ing
1,722 guns, manned by 34,328 officers, men
and boys.



