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We aro indebted toour gallant and talent.
e correspondent ¢ G,W.G.” for the follow-
ing alle atticle on tha history of the Cana
dian Army :—

The closo of the year 1871 forms an epoch,
in tho bistory of the Army of Canada, at which
it will not be amiss if we pause for an instant
to contemplato what were iis rudiments pre-
vious to the latter part of 1866; what it has
becomo during the period which has elapsed
since the end ol that somowhat memorable
year; and whatare the reasonable hopes for
its future, deducible from the progress made
luring the interval.

Previous to the month of September, 1866,
less than twenty battalions bore a regimen-
tal organization. Iefora tho end of that
year above thirty more, identified with their
counties, and bearing numbers and bLadges
which we may well hope will become histor-
ical, were ndded to tho list. .

Aithough, therefore, Sir George Cartier's
Militia Act did not come into operation for
twa years afterwards, the year 1566 may be
taken as tho epoch of inaugurtion of the
Nstional Army as it exisis to day, The very
perceptiblo steps which have been made
sizca 1865 towards Loth systeuy and cefficr
eacy have, however, mostly Leen effected in
the Jast three yvears of that porod.

Whatever may be the varicties of individ-
ual opinion as {o tho merits or demerils of
the Aet, or as to tho conduct of the organiz-
stion for which, at all events, it has enough
clasticily to give scope, we cannot but think
that a comparison of tho past with the pro-
sent will tend to mitigate those fears and
forebodings as (o our immediate military
future, which are agiin beginning %0 have
weight with some zoalous officers of the
Force, B

We know that time is necessary to perfect
an elaborate structure, and our experience
of what has already been done leaves us in
n0 doubit as to the certaiuty of future pro-
greas. .

1€ wo compasro the scene of confusion and
dolay which porvaded tho Toronto Drill Shed
when the bost of independent companics
which then formed tho bulk of the Volun-

eor Force, poured in, in Juno 1566, for the

dafence of their country against the Feniuws,
with the orderly assemblage of far lavger
masses in the camps of 1871 —the men proud
of their regiments. their calors, their mottos, |
and their Ludges—pleased to meet their
comrades [rom diztant parts of theiv countics
—knowing, and known Ly, their oflicers—
both men and officers with moro advanced
ideas of disc”pline, and greater knowledgeof
duty—with .aple camp ecquipmenis, and
with Quartermasters up to their work: if we
compare tho thorougimess of tiseir drill
(however ineflicient in amount) now per.
formed in camp, with the desultory and often |
ineflicient inslruction forme:ly given at Com
pany Head-Quarters, we cannot Lut discern
tho substitution of an * Aviny ™" fin v chiang
of isolated Companies.

Within tho period we hitve mentiwuad two
Expeditions hiwve been fitted ont for proba-
ble hostilities in a distant Provinee, and it is
but justice to say that the cznipmrat of both
reflects credit on tho lead (Urirters’ Stofl:
while it is satisfaclory to kuuw thit tiw see-
ond—organized in a weel, cantirely by Cun
adian officers, lias achieved with brilliant
success, a task whichh seocmiz 1o hawe been
attended with hardships_exceo ling thczo of
the first. -

Within the present year tie ssientifiz in-
struction of that important Lraneh of the
service—the artillery, has been provided for
on a salisfactory basig, and we trust to see a
Stafl” College inaugurited Lefosn the year is
out.

That 1inuch has yet to Lo b e - thiit some
fundamental reforms are inperatively de-
mended, is not sought 1o ve denicd; Lut we
will not iere occupy time or spaco by expa-
tiating on them or even indicating them, be-
cause tho lelters of * Centurion® are before
the readers of the VoLustesr Reviswy, and
the talented officer who so signs himself las
accomplished so complete a summary of, and
g0 exhaustive a commeuntaiy upon, the
amendments required, as to render unneces-
sary any other recommendation of them.

But even should reforms and iwmprove-
ments of organizalion not Le accomplished
quite so soon ag we would gladly seo them,
let us romember that many of us have al-
ready, morc thau once since 1866, taken

gloomy views of the prospects of {he Lorce,
and that time has, on each oceasion, proved
our fears to b2 more or less unfoundetl.

Fo. ins'ance, in 1867, ¢ volunteering,” to
1 a citent, but objectionabile term, fell
avsolutely flit.  The Fenian excitement, and
that of th: demonstration of the Thorald
cunp, had pmssed away, and not oaly were
the crokers open-mouthed in pronouncing
the Active Force to be in a state of atropby,
but many who were resolute to remain in it,
anl support it, as long as it would hold to-
gether, began to fear that it was doomed.

In 1563 many Battalions met at their Head
Quarters, and, although, thero was a good
ded of growhng, and it was very generatly
suppased that the coming into operation of
the new Militia Act, would depletethe ranks
of ne uly all the old hands, somehow or other
large nmmbers signed the new muster-rolls,
anrd the establishment of the camp systern
in 1360 seemned, after allowing for all draw-
bachs, toinive fused new life into the Force.

We ave now warded that the complotion
of the lirst trieanial period of service under
the Act will be signal for the retiroment of
the majority of members who lave served
that time, and that, unless the Act isamend
ed the musier of nest year will show a Jam
entable falling oft.

Judging from the past it would seem not
improbable that such expectations might,
ander any circumstances, be falsified, but, in
view of tho unjust pressure of tho present
purely volustary system, it is Lo bo earnest-
Iy boped that tise people of Canada will hiave
plinly sct before them the primaryand in.
perative obligation of mililary serrice.

‘This will be the more necessary from the
probability that tho Jlanitobs fiasco will bo
tho last act of the Fenian folly and wicked-
ness; and, shouid it proveto be so, the rabid
cconomists will be prompt {o urge the ab-
sence of present necessity for expenditure
far milityy purposes. 1n fact wo really owe
adebt of gratitude to our ruffinly friends;
for their playful littlo incursious have done
much Lo disturb the stolid serenily, and seare
the obsiructiveness of the dollar worship
pets. It canscarcely be too often urged that
the nation which, in peace prepares for war,
is precisely tho natiou which is likely to re-
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wain at peace, and it wil require all the
patriotism woe have, to enable ug to liold our
own a fow years hence. But, fuirly consider
ed, the progress of tho last five yearsin the
organization of our National Army is full of
promise for tho future, and wo doubt not
thing the present year will sce such measures
of improvement ns {o satisfy the most exact
ing that as much as possible has been done
within a given time.  Let us hope, and per-
sovere, and let tho officers of the Forco real.
fzo fully that they aro tho officers of an
“Arwy "—not of a Militia and Volunteer
Force, in the usual acceptation of the words.

It may seem a trivial point to urge in this
connection, but va think that more impor-
tance should be attached to the, at least,
yoarly issue of a Canadian * Army List.” A
feeling of brotherly connecction, even where
personally unknown, as well as of pride in
the service to which they belong, is fostered
more than is generally thought, among men
who find their names associated year after
year in such a publicatior, but it should be
differently arranged to those hitherlo pub.
lished, and it would be a discredit to officers
if a proper and reliable List should full to
the ground for want of patronnge at a sufli
cient price.

Cueesepaniyo 8Y Tus GLADsTONE GOvERN-
MeN?.—The following extract from an Eng
lish religious newspaper, the Rock, furnishes
o brilliant examplo of cconomy as under-
stood by the Gladstone Government, the
slaves of the manufacturers, who (not the
aristoeracy) nre the real grinders of the fuces
of the British poor.

The “Royal Military Asylum,’”” Chelsen, is,
asig well known to Londoners, an institu
tion founded by the Duke of York, for the
education of 500 orphans of soldiers. It 1s
admirnbly conducted on military prineiples,
and is the ono thing th:* sheds a lustre on
the memory of tho somes. aat unscrupulous
commander-in-chief. About 50 per cent of
the pupils enter the army on the caxmpletion
of their term of scholarship:—-

“ Wishing to sce the boys at publio wor-
ship, wo went last Sundny to the School
Church—a very plain structure at the North
West corner of the grounds. A stained-
glass window over tho Communion Tuble s
the only particle of ornament it possesses.
‘The north gallery was occupied by the ser-
vants of the asylam, who looked quitesmart
in their scarlet gowns and blue ribLoned
bonrets, and the bright uniforms of the dnil
sergeants and other offlicers were conspicu-
ous in tho midst of the few civiliaus who
were present. At o few munutes before
eleven, the lively strains of the brass band
plsying a march were hieard in the distance,
and presently the little soldiers made their
appearance with the jaunly step imparted
by tho musie marking the progress to their
respective scats, We wera very much sur.
prised to find them dressed in short loose
coals of rough blue material, which detract-
ed very much from their usual picturesquo
appearance. We missed the littlered jack-
ots and thought the children looked more
like little sailors than soldiers. The red
Jackets are now only worn on dine days, the

-

cconomical arrangements of tho Govern.
went not having spared even thoso little
boys,  As some littlo xaving could be effect.
ed, appearances were disregarded.”

THE WOOLWICIH INFANT.

The trials of tho 35-ton gun to detormine
tha size of tho Lore and some other details
having passed tho preliminary stage, the

uestion nroso ns to the most suitablo car-
triago tpon which to mount it for naval pue-
poses, tho gun having bLeen especially de-
signed for tho armament of the new fron-
clads. Arrangements were thiereforo made
fo: the gun to ba fired on Thursday week at
the proof butts adjoining the Royal Arsennl
from n carringo constructed for if. M. 8.

.ship Decastation, armor-plated turret-ship,

and a platform evected for the purpose.
This carringo is massively buill of wrought.
iron plates, having one brackel considerably
longer than the other, as it is designed to
ut two 35-tons into each turret, and the
}ong bracket on one gun carringo will cor
respond {o the same ono on the opposite
side of tho other, so as tosuit the shupo of
the plaform upsn which the guns recoil.
Considerable c}mugcs have been mado in
the * saddla? and other apparatus for of-
fecting tho ‘muzle-.pivoting” arrange
ments. It was essential that tho saddle it
self, upon which the exntire weight of the
gun depends, should be constructed ing tho
strongest possible manner. As, lowever,
it was found impossible to forge so large a
mass in ono picce, the jaws of tlie satidle
and the trunnion blocks have been manu.
factured of cast steel. In the sides of the
brackets, and directly underncath the trun-
nions of the gun, are huge wrought iron
slots for the saddle to rest on. These are
removible at pleasuro after the weight of
the gun has been lifted off them, and
smaller ones can be inserted in their places,
thus lowering the axis of the trunnions,
The saddle itself is raised or lowered by an
hydraulic press immediately beneath its
centre. Another hydraulic press issituated
velow the rear of the brackets, which ele-
vates or depresses them, thus raising or
lowermg tho breech of the gun. Jlence it
will be scen that the axis ot trunnicns and
the breech of tho gun can he elevated or
depressed to any required :m*lg, while the
muzzle of the gun remains inthe same con-
sition. Tiis is tho¥peinciple of
e.pivoting,':gud through its agency
o w0 enablo to dispamee with the necessity
of haviug large port . Connected with
the rear xollers of the curringes are two ec.
centrics and an endless chain, by which the
brackels when clevated in rear are thrown
entirely upon the rollers, enabling the gun
tobe brought forwand after itsrecoil with the
greatest possible ease. Tho slopo of the
platform on board ship will be three dé-
grees. The carnage will be fitted with
Scoit's compressors o both brackels, in
order to check the recoil, which it is antici-
pated. will not exceed six_or eight feet,
This 13 a most cleverly contrived apparatus.
A stout bar of wrought iron in theshape ofa
horseshoe passes through tho base. 6f.1he
bracket and round the plstfoim . alide, -and
by means of a hand wheel and 'screw grips
tightly the compressor plates beneéath the
platform, For Thursday's experiments’tho
carringe was mounted vpon a steeply in-
clined wooden platform with iron * ways ™
Laving a Luffer of wood attached Leneath
which would come in contact with an enor-
mons block of timber connecling tho slides
at the summit of the platform in caso the
gun should attain that positionin its recoil.

staat
£1) m

‘I'his pereattion, however, turncd out to Lo
quito unnccessary, for tho * Infunt ” in its
most violent struggtes did not get more
than 8 ft, up the inclined plane, which was
at an angle of 8 deyrees. A number of por-
sons were assombled to witness tho experi-
ments. Sir David Wood, the Commandant
of the Garrison, and all tho heads of depart-
ment In tho Arsenn), togother with many
othor officers holding various positious,
anxiously watched the progress of affairs.
The result of the firing was most satisluctory,
both as regardéd the behaviour of the gun
ond carriage. ‘The initial velocity of the
projectiles registered during the exnen
ments was exceedingly pgood, With 115,
of pebble powder (Wultham Abbey) 1:84
feet in one second was obtained, whilo with
1201b. of the same material tho Ligh figure
of 1322 was renched, being two feet in ad
vanco of any hitherto registered with this
powder. It has not been decided that the
calibre of the 35-ton gunis not to boincrens-
ed over the 12inches, the result of the seites
of esperiments, which terminated al.ut
threo weeks since, having been so entirely
satisfactory to the committee..—Broad r
rouw.

REPLY TO SIR CHARLES DILKE

The annual soirce of tho members of the
Mechanics’ Institution of Halifax, Englad,
was held on the 4th inst., i their hall which
was densely crowded.  The char was taken
by tha Hon. Robert Lowe, Chancellor of the
Exchequer. After tho reading of the repoit
and the distribution of certiticates to the
successful students, Mr, Towe delivered a
long address on * Primary Education’ em-
bracing referenco to current topics.  Reler-
ring to Sir Charles Dilke’s attack on 10y alty,
he said :

A member of Parliament, of whom 1 have
no desire to speak in terms of displeasure,
has seen fit in the excreise of lus duty 10
call tho attention of a public wneeting 1n the
north of England to the manner in which
the Government has dealt with the Civil
List to the Noyal Household, aud to the
private conduct of the Queen, I do not
deny, and shall not take upon mysell the
duty of censuring that gentlemnan for bring
ing forward such things. Itis a matter m
his own discretion and judgement, but 1t
happens that L am the person upon whom
it devolves to answer for the department
which administers the Civil List, and for my
self 1 shall throw mno obstacle in the way of
& most searching investigation to any mem-
ber of Parliament who may demand it inthe
proper manner, and to any mcmber of
Parliament who niny seem fit to bring it for-
ward in the proper quarter. The membu
Lhave referred to is one of whom I havesome
knowledge. I esteemed Limn as & man of
promising ahilitics and I think it a pity ke
did oot devold those abilities to what |
conceives detfer purpose. I may remarh
that I think his. éonduct deserves very se
verccensure.. Having formed th  opinion
he had—aund no doubt lic has formed them
consicenfiously—it was his Guty to rise the
questiol in a proper place.

. Of course it is easy 10 ceiue before an au-
dienca not versed in {he matters to he
brought before them, and to create cheeix
Ly reading over a list of the quaint oflice s
of the Royul household which lad Leen
handed down from reign to reign for centu
rics past, Itis very casy to mahe suung,
rash, and 1 will suy unfounded statemenns
Lefore an audienco in which no one was juc
pared to dispute the truth of thws stat

ments, or to make any reply. 1 subnut
that when such chargesare to he duliberate
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e made biefore an audience, as ho has ro-
cently, they anght only to o uttered after
dua nolico of the same, so that information
be received from thoe Ministers of tho Crown
on these mallers. Notices of such stite
ments heing about to be mado ought to be
mado inpresenco of thoso whose duty it is to
answer und who nro prepared to agswer
thoso clinrges. My explanation of these
vhirges, I bolieve. will ba most satiafactory
to tho public, aud I will not fill into the
error 1 lwvo censured him for.

the thing moro on this question [ must
mention, and 1 am ashamed to mention it ;
it s thio statement that the Queen hasnever
1id income tax, I say anamalmost asham
ed to tako notico of such an obsecrvation,
unfounded as1t seems to me, that every one
who knows what the Queen is will be able
0 acaquit her with a moment's consideration.
Tho Queen is no stranger in smlvlic—is no
novico in Clovernment. Sho has for four
and-thirty voars reigned over us, and main
tatned dusing that timo a high, honorablo,
and  stainless character. 1 really feel
ashamed to eay what I am going ro say;
thatis that I have every reason to believo
that all the promises mado by the Queen
have been fulfilled. I state to you beiug a
person fromn whom such a statement would
como with proper oflicial authority, that Jler
Majesty has paid income tax. L uot pgo
ing into details, but the sums thus paid by
Uer Majesty since tho year 1812, when the
promises were made were counted in hun-
dreds, and thousaads. (Applause ) Ihave
selected that as a simple instance, and if the
honomble gentleman in question should
Lring it forward in the 1ouso I shall be
wnst happy to give the fullest explanation,
and I have no doudbt tha.country will be sa
tisfied with, as in other things that the
Queen in her oflice hias been highand honor-
able; and that Hér Majesty bas been truo
to herself and the worthy representative of
all English people.

I should think it degrading myself if 1
wero to tako part in any discussion as to
the reapective merits of monarchy or re
publicanism.  Politics aro not speculalive or
motaphysical, but a praclical and indicn-
tivo science.  Tho test of politics is that
has answered or worked well. ‘The English
monarchy, which has exist»d since the time
of William thé Conqueror, has obtained for
tho English people more order connected
with liberty than has been granted or been
the privilege of any other gcople on caith.
(Cheers) Tdo nnt misread the feelings of
my countrymen when I say they will not diz
cussor be disposed to take into cbnsiden.
uon tho property of changing oor constitu-
won under which theyhave derived so awmny
bepefits which Do other ‘counbry in the
world has heen favored with or enjoyed.
(Cheers.) ) o
COLONIAL FORCES IN NEW ZEALAND,

——

Aw interesting report appears ‘in tho
papers received by last mail from New Zao-
land, affording inTormation as to the coadi-
tion of the miiitary forco which has’ been
raised for the defenco of that edlony to take
the placo of Imperial troops recently with-
drawn. A capitation allowanco’ is granted
to all enrolled Volunteers who may qualify
themselves as ** eflicient,” consisling of £3
to cavalry and artillery, and £2 10s. to'glt
dinary riflemen.  ‘The provisionh of this al-
lowaace has had o most eatisfactory “effact,
tor from a statement published by the
Inspector of Militia und Volunteers,” it ap
pears that the proportion of thd * cflicients”
10 ** enrolled  Volanteers, * has incredsed
from fifty-one per cent. in 1E6D to seventy.

. e -'!ﬁ. - ———
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four per cont. in tho present ye =% “The
oncourngomont given to the wholo move
ment by the liberal grant of tho Legislatur
towands tho colonial prize-tiring hias alsocon
tributed to ils success.  * In June, 1870,
tho strength of (he Velunteers in the co
lony was 5§07, of which number 3811 queli
fied themselves for caputation allowanee. On
the 31st of March lagt thera were 65088, o!
whicli number 4850 were effjeent ** Henes
it woulil appear that New Zealand, at leant
possesses i very tolerable armmed foree an 'l
ona which may bo consulered fully puapne
tioucd ta the strength of 1ts @il comnn
nivy 3 for the principal obj-ct in muntwung
such an armed force mnd disciplined haly
is to protect hfe and property from the iu
cursions of the hosule natives, anl when
theso existed in Fir greater ngmbers
at present it was nol deomed necessay te
employ fer their subjug ition so Livge & pro
portion of Imperial tops ns those now
available i New Zealando~ Heoed o w0

THE » SESOSTRIAN SYSTEM © FUR RE.

CRUITING.

Wien Sesostiis, the renowned Egyptian
monarch, w.s preparing for tho invasion of
Syria, he sought to assemblo a mighty host
composcd, according to tho historian Dio-
dorus, of 600,000 foot, :24.000 horso, and 27,.
0U0 chariots.” Dut, no doubt much to the
indignation and surprise of the royal autu.
crat, ho found himself opposed by an unex
pected obstacle, 1lis faithful subjects were
far moro intractable than he had at all anta.
cipatedd, d, iu short, very generally de-
clined to enlist. In this delimma, he bt
upon an expedi nt which may possibly be
worthy of natice, even in the present day.
Ho issucd a guyal groclamation, wherein he
engaged 10 oy the private debts of every
officer aml solidier who would take service
under him  “The vesult of the experimen:
was such 2 1ush to Jrin his standards, that
his fareis were very soon rocruited to the
required extent. Now, as our Radieal Muus
ters have proved themselves incompetent to
keep up the regimental strength of the En-
glish Ay, and hve utterly fmled in their
recinit’. g «fFis, we would respectfully
sugges. 10 them the adoption of the *- e-
sostaian system.” It has the great advan-
tageof n long es iblished * precedent '—
always g0 dem tu the officiul mind. It was
crowned with success, which noplanof their
awn hag ever yet been ; and it would doubt.
less be satisfactory to those who should
volunteer their seivices, Jtis truo the adop.
| 1ion of this system might add a million or so
! to the Army Estimntes, Lut «s nobuly out-
§ <ide the Woar Office hns any idea what they
! may mpount to ot pesent, this tnflng
¢ addition would not excite much attention.
Desides which, in tho present flaurishing!
state of tho revenue, ewelled as iy will also
bo by tho vigorous usa of thusysten of sur-
charges now in operation, wo haidly think
that it would present any scrivus difliculty
even to the economic.l mind of tho preseny
| Chancellor of the Exchirquer. ~Globe.

THE WOOIWICH INFANT. ‘
On Tuesday, whe the st rounds were tot
Lo 'fired from the 43 ton g at tho proof
butts, Royal Arsenal, Woolwich, previous to
its removal to Shocburyness for practice,
against tho targets, a defect was discovered
which will at least retard it progress for
somo time. It is well kunwa thiat the Com-
mittoe gn Explogives has been mnking a
xeries ol experiments with the gun, in order
10 test the pressure exercised on the bore,

and the velacily impirtol to the pmjectile
with various  kinds of powder, anl somn
days sincoa charge of 1200h, was Jired
which registered the cxteondinary pressue
ol sixty-six tons on the square incl, the
averago prossure of thit waight of ondinnuy
gunpowdor heing cnnrcttung hikoe thirty tons
only. nml sesperly cver exceeding furty tons,
As usual (frer havy firing, the gun was on
Tuesday wrning exsmined by taking im
pressions of the bore in gatta porcha, when
itwes fouued that thera wan an Incipient
crack in the steel ludng  extendmg ahont
four inches along one of th rgrooves,  Sove.
eal rattnls have, hnwever, been tited since
the ane which gave such exceptional pres.
suro. st which, no Jdonbt, caused the steel
to give way, hat ao other injury appears to
have vesulted from it; and Colonel Camp.
bell R, A Superintendent of the Royat Gan
Fwetonies at the Royal Arsenal, Woolwich,
was desirous to pracees]  with the finng at
once, as would probably be dono in action,
when there woull bie no time for examina.
tion ; but as tho gun is now mounted on a
valuable naval carriage, it is thought desir.
able to remove it first on to an ordinary
sleigh, from which, as soon as the gun has
been thoroughly inspected, it will Do fired
again. It would ba a simple matler at onco
to repair tho gun, Ly substitutinga new
steol tube, Lut it is cousiderat of even more
importance than the valuo of the gun to
know how fur it may be depended upon
under any circumstance in which it is ikely
to be placed. ‘The officers of the depurt
ment are averse from the use of steel in any
part of these largo guns, owing to its britile

unlities; "but no other material has heen
ound bard enough to endure the friction of
rifled projectiles, and i.s use s a mere lin.
ing nppears, therefore, to bo a necesity, tho
strength lyingin the wrought-iron structure
which surrounds it. ‘The tensible strength
of tempered steel is under filty tous to tho
inch, and no surprise is therefore felt at the
tube giving wny under a pressurs of sixty-
six tons. ‘T'his pressuro is very remarkable,
as the velocity which it gave, 1375 fect per
second, is very little n:ore than has been
attained by other descriptions of powder,
which have indicate:ll only onoe-third of the
pressure. Nevertheless, as guns are liable
to be fired with powder of uncertain quality
it is important te test this, the trial gun,
under even the most disxdvantageous condt-
tions, and future experimonts are looked
forward to with increasingi .terost.— Broad
Arrow.

Ono hundred and twenty million tons of
conl were take out of the British coal ficlds
1ist yenr, representing the exhaustion of a
seany six feet thick, over an area of twenty
thousand nc ¢s. 1tis manifest that at this
mio of consumpinn any coal beds not prac
tiealy linntlc s iu extent must heexhausted
witinu a term of jears not dificult to comy-
pute  Even now thoe principal workings
have been carried so far below the surface
that tho nation has begun to fcar that the
day when its coal mines shall bo cxhausted

, sy not be far distant,

[t is reported that the hiead-dress of the
French army of the future will bo the nel
it, not on the model of the Prussian, but
of a classic Roman shape, the express design
of one of tho most eminent French sculptors
‘fho helm will be made of brass orstee), and
liko the regimental standards, in_Louis
Philippe’s time, will bo surmountest by a
@Gallic oock of the ssme metal, the ornas
ment in the caso of an officer being silver or
gold, aocording to his rank.
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1t curiously happens that just when we
are engaged in discussing the consequence
of the injury to the steel tube of our 35-ton
gun, the particulars reach us o u- far more
serious accident which has befallen a large
Krupp gun in Russia. The Palt Mall Ga-
zeile says :—** To take the Enzlish gun first.
‘I'bis gun has been used for the testing of
various experimental powders, snd for de-
termining how far the service pebble pow-
der is spitable for the very heavy charges
now required. Thatthe power is perfectly
suitable for charges from 15 1b. or 20 1b. up
to 90.1b. or 100 1b. 2. Thatis a. question to-
wards the solution of which the experiments
with the 35 ton gun have been directed. In
the course of those experiments the gun
has fired the following rounds :—With an
11 6 inch bore; 4 rounds with 75 1b,, 2
rounds with 100 1b., 16 rounds with 110 1b,,
6 rounds with 115 Ib.. 6 with 1201b,, and 1
with 130 b, ; total, 35. After enlargement
to a 13inch bore; 6 rounds with 1.00 1b,,
13 rounds with 115 1b., l4 rounds with 120
Ib. ; 33. Making a total of 68 rounds, com-
posed a8 follows—4 rounds 75lb.,. 2 rounds
1051bs,, 22 rounds 110ib., 19 rounds -1151b.,
20 rounds 120lb., I round 1301b. Tle sliot
in each case weighed 700lb. The amount of
powder consumed is thus 76351b., or:about
34tons. The weight of shot fired is 47,
6001b., or over :2ltons. At this point the’
gun was subjected by one round to the ex--
trgardinary internal pressure of 66 tons to-
the squere-inch. What happened ? The
steel tube regitered by 'a small crack: the
fact that is liad been subjected .66 a struin
greater than it could bear 5 but the gan did
not become unserviceable. It may be fired
ngain and again with its injured:steel tube
or the eplit tube ean be replaced with a
sound one, and:the gun will Le: as good as
ever again, It is scarcely possible for a
piece of ordnance td behave better.than this
gun has done, .If you put upon metal of
any deseription & heavier -strain than it s
caloulated :to hear; it must yield. The im--
portant.pointin the case of & gun is thay it
should not yield explosivély-—that it should
give warning and admit of fepair or renewal’
This is what the English gun has done, and
this bebaviour is characteristic. of that Xn-
glish system of:gun-building which Sir Wit-
liam .Armastrong iwas the first to teach wus
howtoapply. .0 .. - - v

“To turn td the Krupp gun. On {hey
29th September 1ast an 11-inch steel Kiupp~
gun exploded 4t Cronstadt at the first round
when firéd with ‘a ghatfe of 90.92°14. En:
glish (4¢'1001b, Rassiidt)) antl « shiot of 496.
54tb. English (or'550tb. Rustian.): The mus.
2l of the gofi burdt into 'severdl picces, the
back pait of thiy gotr Femnining on the car-
riange unipjured,’ ' Now, ‘there are one or two
points' in cannettion with this gun which
are worthy of gpecial’ natice. In' the first
place; it ‘cost ad neayly as possible £8000—
th& oozt of ‘an’ English gun ' of the samé
calibte being abotit £3600. i the second
place, théwe 1 léineﬁ‘Kiatzg' guns arg’ fully
adopted in Russia. In it third place, we |
are dx;i’:elri to one of two c(vnclusior‘)f—beither
that the Krupp guns acpepted. the
Russian.quergrgengk ;ﬁfl mggted' 'Oly)&jthQ_
works without being proved,..or thak proot |
is worthless. as an indicign of the  strength
and gerviceahility, of, the, guns. . And with
regafd 10 higsy conglusinng e, ma 1 DFY.
haps, venlure (0 accept ot one kus. K&t of
th}:_nl\; gpj;.gm:(;; An ncgoydu‘néq‘, with. the
whole aystem under which the Kyupp. guns |
obtained,,:efooting in B?xsw ag,t.b‘lo{g should |

be introduced woproved:  The spatem itself

ed theré ; and it is not surprising to find in-
dividual guns accepted on the same terms.
L And perhaps the Russian artillery officers
"have a suspicion that in the case of a steel
"gun 19 proof is of very much avail. They
‘probably know—though they would per-
haps be indisposed to admit at how great a
cost they have acquired the knowledge—
‘that an essential [eature and radical fault of
steel is in its uncertainty. The whele his-
lory of gunmaking abounds with examples
of this. And therefore it may easily be un
derstood thatio testa gun which may re-
sist one or two rounds triumphantly and ex-
plode at the third, is decmed superflous by
‘those who have hagd experience with wea-
pons of this material. Andin view of this
disnastrous failure of one of the largest and.
most costly of the service Krupp guns—a
gun embodying all the most recent improve
ments of construction, and confidentially
recommended. just as the unhooped Kruepi})
guns, which have rince been abandoned,
were confidently recommended in their day
—in viewol this failure, what becomes of the
theory upon which one of the most eagsr
partisans of the Krupp system (Captain von
Dopplemair) has based his advocacy of those
weapons? *Ex uno disce omnes.! saya
Captain von Dopplemair. * From the trial
of one specimen (of steel guns) & judgment
can he formed as to all guns of this des-
cription. . Is:this'so ? 1{so, the heavy ar
tillery of Russia 'must be in:a thoroughly
unsalisfactory condition. Tbe failure of this
gun has crested the liveliest excitement
among artillerists in Russia ;and the Jowrnal
of St. Petersburg contains an article from the
pen. apparently, of Colonel Kolokolasff, the
superintendent of the Alexanderoffsky Fac-
toty. From .that article we Jearn that the
commitiee.appointed to examine the gun,
attributed the - failure to ‘a defect 1 the
metal near to the mugzle.' If we accept
this conclusion - and there is no reason why
we ghould reject it—we are obliged to fall
back on the question we have asked before,
What is the proof worth to which these guns
are subjected ? or are they subjected to no
proof at all? Are they received om the
Dopplemair theory 7 Is one gun of a batch
proved,.and no more.

‘“ Itis worth while to obaerve thit the
failure in both the guns —English and Rus
sian—has incurred in the steel part. In the
case of the English gun no reproach attaches
- to the steel, which has been subjected to ex-
cessive strains. : Inthe case of the Krupp
gun the steel:seems to. .be open to the re-
proach of having been defective, as the gun
yielded atia strain far below what it should
.be capable of sustaining, This difference is

strong, and’ resisting in one-gun, uiterly
worthless and unsafe in-another. But there
is another point to note. In the English
gun the injury was at ence arrested on re:
aching the wrought-iron coils, in which the

gun having no wrought iron coils;:.the: in-
Jjury was nat- chegked, but proceeded . in-
stantly from the interior to the exterior,
‘Lastly while the English gun gave warning
of its condition, the Krupp gus, gave uone.
There aro no new features in this behaviour
of the two guns. On the contrary, all the
features are old they have been repeated.
over and over agsin, Oaly ws are frequent-
ly been. told such great.things of the steel]
-guns, or to the d}i:fn_agement,of, our own,
thatis worth .while, when an opportunity]
ocopra 10.compare the bebaviour of the twa
in grder that the public may be able to, farm
. ﬁ:o_ir own opinton en the suhject.” — Bvoad
- Arrow. C

w

was practically unproved when it was adopt- |

‘chiaracteristic of stael—thoroughly good and | ing

tons of ron,
Four inches by

Jikely
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TORPEDOES,

One thousand three hundred torpedo
cases, which have been manufactured by
Messrs. Spencelagh and Archer, of Roches
ter, for Her Majesty's Government, have
been delivered into store at the Royal Ar
senal, Woolwich and testified by hydraulic
pressure, for the purpose of ascerlaining
that they are perfectly water tight. They
are simple wrought iron cylindrical boxes,
with rounded ends, one of which contains 4
‘cast iron cap, pierced toreceive the electiic
wires that screws inta the substance of the
torpedoe. The .cases are surrounded by
stout bands, with eyes in-them at intervals,
to be attached. to mooring ropes, Three
sizes have been munufactured, one to con-
tain 5001b. of gun cotton, at a cost of £7 3s;
another (o contain 2301b., at a cost of £5 6.
and a third, to contain 100lb, at a cost of £4
4s, ‘The gun-colton (compressed) to fill
them will cost about £37,500 at the rate of
2s, per Ib. The two larger sizes as are hade
of 3 16thof iron plate, the smaller §, but
the latter have been tinned to prevent oxi-
datiop. Wooden jackets to render these
torpedoes buoyant in water are being manu-
facturéd in the Royal Laboratory Depart-
ment. They will be fired by eleotricity,
either by a direct wire from the ordinary
galvanic battery placed at some convenient
spot in the vicinity, or through the agency
of'a ‘‘circuit-closer,”” which isa small pear-
shaped instrument floating upon the water,
and the slightest percussion upon which,
such as a blow from a passing veasel, closes
the connection belween a wire leading to
the torpeda moored below and another wire
communicating with the battery.” Thou-
sands of these ‘ circuit closers "’ are now in
process of manufactdreat the Royal Labora-
tory. The flime to fire the charge within
the torpedo is created by an * Able’s elec-
tric (uze,”” which is contained withip the
torpedo itself. The India rubher and Gusts
Percha Co:gmy are supplying upwards of
five hund miles of electrict insulated
wire as fast a8 it can be manufactured, which
is coiled within the ample circumference of
one of the dry dooks in Woolwich dockyard.
They have alao ipstructions for the supply
of 1,300 Walker's _Galvanic Batteries. A
large portion of the.wire mooring ropes for
the,above ,tor&edoes has been received, and
the Torpedo Committee, under the direction

-of Colonel Nugent R. E., are providing all

other necegsary small stores, &o,, for the pur-
poseof rendering them completein every res-
.pect, The gun cotton for charging them
was also in conrse of manufacture at Stow-
‘market, previous to the disastreus explosion
‘which ocourred there, an arrrangement hay-
en made for the preparation of about
£30,000 worth of -that_article ; it is antici-
pated. howevor, that means will now be
adopted to procure a supply elsewhere.

: Méncriéﬂ"ii 9-inchi counterweight gun car-
strength -of the gun residea. .The Kruppi

riage is 1o be tested again in England - with
p:v%fsl ‘fgn) of lead mﬁad to the eighteen:
-tons of jron, of which the counter-weight at.
gnsishs ; the platform buing raised
‘blogks. of wrought iron to ac-
commodate the iticreased bulk of metal,
The Scott gun carriage for the Devastation's
35-ton, is still ay the Woolwich butts, being
used, for experiment with different natures
of powder, 'uadergoing a test which is not
to be exceeded on' service. ke
ponderqus weapon is reported to be under
as complete control, and worked by as few
men, as the old § ton gun of smooth-bore
memory, which  not ten years ago, was de-
clared to be tha héaviest gun capable of be:
Ing worked on shipboard. = ~
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A WORD TO GERMANY.

After the profusion of advice offered by
our press to the Frenchnation with regared

the policy which it promises to make its
Own in the new period of peaco, it is but
fair that the German policy should likewise
receive some consideration. In her present
unhappy condition, Frauce, though nolonger
4n active belligerent, was compelled soouer
than her late adversary to apply heiselfto
Internal legislation whiclh to her becamea
qudstion of vital necessity. For termany,
the peaca practicaliy only begins now. after
the return of the bulk of the army. While
half a million soldiers remained on foreign
soil, sustained perforce by Nelnce, while ne
gotiations were stiill ~ pending, undecided
Questions aud irritating conditions, attorded
opportunities for oollision, and while a Ger-
an military governor held supreme sway in
the occupied provinces it could hardly be
called peace. The 16th of Juune und the
festivals following in its trail are practical
ratification of the treaty of the 10th of May.
We are bound to appreciate the promptness
and despatch with which Germany has—
Peace being once concluded—cleared thein-
vaded country of her troops; of the half
miliion men then in France only some hun
dred and twenty thousand remain now. But
we fail to recognize in her other acts the fal-
filment of the assurance and promises given
us during the war. - Germany has been the
first to criticise and condemn the warlike
spirit, the thirst for military greatness, and
—ag it is believed—for revenge, traceable
in the acts and legislation of M. Thiers.
Still that same spirit is visible in every act
of the Government at Berlin, In former
years when our unceasing recommendations
of general disarmament gained us notoriety
in the diplomatic world, Prussia justified her
military preparations by the armaments of
her western nsighbour. That such arma-
ments and the accompanying talk of war
were likely in the end to result in war was
never denied. It was reasvnable to imagine,
therefore, that the collapse of the French
military power would be made the signal
for German disarmament, the more s0 as as-
surances have boen frequent ‘that Germany,
seeking strenglh solely by peaceful and
moral development, was eager to constitute
herself, by her own good example, the future
gusdrdian of uhiversal peacs. The ncts whieh
have foHowed ‘the treaty of - Frahkfort are
not quite in harmony with those professions;
preparations for war and talk of war have.
become the most prominent characteristics
of the country, and both appuarently eman- |
ats from above. - We observe, 100,'that the
liberal press of ‘Germany discerns in all this
the germs of future war and the forfeiture
of those ' gdod-résults the peace has promis-
ed to yield t¢' tHe ¢outitry. - 'We nitist no be
understood to vensure Prince Bismarck's
desiie to * introduce 'uniformity of organiza-
tion'into’'the German army s well as into
obtier Imperial Mstitutions; that 1s a work
necessiry for natioh! unity. But so fur
from making the pesce  signal for disarma-
ment, he seems’rather to have seent in it an
opportunity for increased sri »a_.m‘e_nt_a‘.ﬂ""‘l‘hej:
army, which'in its’state of’ division wali ablé.
10 Uefeat in'a fow months the whole mili:'
tary force of Frande, ocught in its stats of
union to'suffice for'all purposes of defénte,
thé'more so sifjcd‘the frontier has bedolite |
incdiuparably stronger, But we ‘fud’ the
Berlin Government, before a singlesaeasurs
of consequence has been passed to benefil
the civil comunity, impatiéht to asugment |
the military establishment by thé formation
of numerous new regiments as if that were
A malter of urgent national necessity. At

the same time the fortifications of Alsace and
Lorraine are, under Count Moltke's direc-
tions, being sirengthened as if a new war
was expected a twelvemonth hence; the
arsenal of Spandan lis being enlarged, the
navy nugmented, new fortifications on the
north coist and on the banksPof the Elbe
are ordered without delay, and numerous
other measures betoken how largelymilitary
projects preponderate in the thoughts of the
Government. "The proposed canal of Kiel
is recommended on the strength of its stra-
tegetical merits, and plans are before the
War Ministry for tho expansion of the rail-
way system with aregard to strategetical re
quirements in mitation of the French.
fven if these measures were not in them

selves apt to arouse apprehension, the time
is Bo ill-chosen that they seem hardly com-
patable with an ingenious desire for peace.
As the Volks Zeitung justly observes, these
formidiable German armaments, provoke
corresponding armaments not only in
Frauce but by every European Power:
Thus not ouly is Europe to be turned into
an armed camp, and the disquiet and ap-
prehensions of the period preceding the
war are to be maintained, but an immense
amount of money, which ought to enrich
commerce and was never more urgently
needed, is sunk in fortifications and arma-
ments. The doubtful policy of Germany
does not end hers. At the time of the ne-
gotiations Government was anxious to re-
present the terms to the country as dis-
abling France to renew the contest for at
least twenty years. With the return of the
army it changed its tune. General Kirch-
bach was the first to proclaim the probabil.
ity of n fresh war afier possibly only five
years ;. he said this when the eyes. of all
Germany were upon him, and every word
from his mouth was sure to strike with dou-
ble force. Taesaying has been caught up
by Goverument and the semi-official papers,
who speak of a French war now :lmost as
they did from 1866 to I870 ; and a few days
ago we find the Emperer himself at Settin
coutemplating the event of a new war,
though.not in his Iife time. All this may
be, and probably is, intended merely tose..
cure popular support for the proposed mili

tary expenditure: buat it cannot fuil to fill
the public mind, both in Germany and
abroad; with ap|
are Jikely tol i
course appears, moreover, to involve an
unfair protraction of the war, as every
threat, nay, every warlike prophecy, of Ger
many tends to embarrass France, not only
by. justifying ber unfortunate armaments,
buy, by wopairing ber oredit in the gre.t
siruggle for “existence. 1t must prove the
niore injurious to peace, a8 (_ierr_nnny has _of
late betrayed not only an inclination still
more to extend its territory, but has also

assumed a domineering tone towards other .

Powers which it is likely to arouse suspicions

that the ithmense army may after all not be

intended exclusively for tlie preservation of
peace.. The papet already quoted comments
vegts.sharply, but none the less justly on

indulge under the nume.of patriotism in the

veay sentiment which in the French it con-
demned under the name of Chauvinism.
tHis astitude, aud w.rns the nation not to
J4may be gratifying to the sell-love . of:
Germans to find theinselves mised into gach

i enormohs'imxgr;auce, and see, as semi ofti-
 aial’ papers triu int] the Ezgx
‘tical * centre of gravity ' removed

mphantly proclaim’

Paris to Berlin. But it is neither honest to
others nor just to themaelves needlesily to
iu;.iu:;ein this gralificati’n. We accepted
their assurances that they- would employ
‘their yvictory to make peace more secure,

ehensions of danger that |
to that danger itself. The

and we have some right to claim an earnest
of that promised peaceful policy. With its
new power Germany h:s assumed new re
sponsibilities which it ought not to disre
gard. Al any rate, we trust the nation will
not suffer an insatialle militarism to con-
tinue long. Ilow suicidal it is to the coun.
try itself does not require to be shown. If
a proof were required, we could find none
better thin that lately quoted from the
Elberficld Gzetle, viz. the impatience of the
victorious Germans to leave their fatherland
with all its glories for the freer atmosphere
of England, America, nay France itself,
where, besides political and religious liberty,
they find facilities for their energies which
Germany does not offer them. ~ As long as
we can recollect, the Liberal press of Ger-
many has’teemed with appeals to Govern-
ment not (o stop up the chanuels of internal
developraent for the barren growth of mili-
tarism. Ifit was shortsighted to disregard
this popular wish before, it becomes doubly
unwise now. For the nation which has
routed the entire strength of Fraance ina
few months need not against its will submit
lo hateful impositions. We trust that it
exert its power s0 as toavert a calamity
threatening its own country with at'least as
severe consequences as any other, and to
secure for Europe the only good that can be
hoped to spring from the late war, endur-
ing peace. .

The General Staff in Berlin i preparing
an official history of the-campaign of 1870
"71. Colonel Verdy du Vernois, chief of
division in the General 8taff, has been en-
mlséed with the general supervision of the
work.

It was thought (hat the French Govern-
ment had given up the idea of rebuilding
the Fort of Issy, which is commanded by the
heights of Chatillon, eto., but masons are
at work walling up the breach and repairing
the shattered casetnates ;. and it is now said
that the Governntent’ intends laying out a
sum of about $3,500,000 in building a huge
fort simildr to that of Mont Valerien, onthe
heights of Champigny, where the battle of
the 2nd December was fought, in. order to
protect the valley of the Marne.

Itis expécted that the President of the
French Republic will spend ‘s good part of
the vacation in visiting forls and varions
military positions, where engineers are al-

ready at work preparinig new lines of de-
fence. " It is prdﬁa’bg:‘ hl‘!o ‘that he will do

much to re-organias the army on its present
basis in concert with Geueral de Chisey.
There was a great deal. of enguiry made by
the National Assembly into a variety of
military matters, but no laws were voted
beyond vhe eouseription for ‘next yearand
the bundget. Sl T

One hundred rounds per man of blank
ammunition was allowed during the British
autumnal nianoeuvtes. 'To each man were
issued 'five rounds evéry ‘morning, which
supply was replevished, if required; during .
the. day from . the regimental ammunition
¢arte, one of which followed each battalion,
The regimental ammunition carts carried
rather more than twenty-five rounds per -
man for & battalidn of 800 men, and turned
out each day, following in the resr, sud
within such convenient distanoe of their
respective battslions as was condidered he
cessary. Ahy apmunition taken from them
during the day was replenishied in the

evening from the standing depot of . the di-
vision.
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Taexe are certain conditious under which
an armed force constrained to act on the de-
fensive must bo handled in order to enable
it to counterbalanco a disparity in numerjeal
strength or discipline. A good deal depends
of course on the selection of a position eap
able of giving every militery advantage and
opposing every possiblo disndvantage to the
assailant, A defensive position should af
ford tho following conditions:— N «tural ob-
structions; eflective cover fiom the cnemy's
fire and the fullest development of that of
tho defenders ; complete commind over the
atound by which the assalant advances,
command of all the lines of approach; free-
dom of movement for offensive or defensive
operations to the defonders; sccure natural
points of sapport on both flinks andiear,
All requisites for encamping and supplying
un army, line or lines of retreat ample and
secure. Natural positions seldom combine
all theso requisites and bave to be rendered
available by artificial means, lenco the no-
cessity for furtifieations. This may be-de-
fined as the art of 4franging & position in
such'a manncr that an inferior force can re-
sist a superior, and it consists of temporary
or field fortifications constructed for tho ox-

igencies of a campaign or permanent forti-
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cations to cover vulernablo points of gron
motent nnd strategotical value.  Iutrench.
ments or lines are fortilications of consider-
able extent, amd thoe principles which govern
the construction of temporary works apply
also to these of a perm went character, the
only diflerence Leing in the material and
design of the stineture. A Field Work is a
fortifieation of n Yim'ted o atent -nll fortitica.
tions are merely accessory defensive means
—and must consist of 2 covering mado of
ourth, biick, stone, wood, or jvon, suflicient
in height and thickness to sereen the defen.
ders and nteteept the tissills by which it
may Lo assailed

The techuical terms desaribing the parts

of such fortitizations ave as tollows, beginning
from the outw wxls :—The Glaciy is x mound
of carth with a gentlo slope outwards, or the
uatural slopo of u hill, ‘The Ditch is an ex-
cavation furnishing earth for the formation
of tho parapet, it consists of the connlerscarp
nexttho glacis, a bermor small space extend-
ing between the crest or top of the counter-
scarp and inner face of the glacis, the bot.
tom of theditch, The Searp, the beim be-
tween the scarp and parapet, the exterior
slopa of the parapet, the interior slope,
superior stope—a line connecting the ex.
terior anel interior slope—in cito of mus.
ket1y being nlane used merely 2 prolonga-
tion of the slopo of the glicis, the iutetior
slope of the parapet is known as the breast
height ; when artillery is uscd it 15 from
three to four feet abovo the glucis Lut
parallel thereto, amd the interior slope is
known as the Genouidllicre.  ‘The Banguette,
s platlform for musketry to enable the men
to fircover the parapet, and simetimes o
trench or shallow excavation in the rear of
the B juette for troops to stand in.  The
rule to be observed in all cases is that no
space n front or sk of the works is free
fious the lire of the defenders. There are
two ¢1ses which will offer fucilities to theas.
satlant,  ‘The first is when their fire does not
cormmand the approacties; this is ealled a
secllon awithut flie,  The second 18 when
there 13 no natural or artificiad glacisand the
live sweeps aboce the approach ; this is term
ed adedangle. v is very important that
the parts of the guneral plan of foruification
in relation to the josition to be defended
should be so distributed as ta do away with
those defects, and thisis frequontly the most
severe test ol the skill of the rnlitary engt.
neer, beeause in addition to other principles
it is not always possible to bring « front,
flank and cross lire on a column of attack,
and yot that is the problem to be solved for
successful defence.

In order to effect this olject n portion of
tho line of dzfence is thrown forw.ard to com
pel tho attack thereon, aud the problem is
sought to bo solved by making the retired
port perform the duty of flanking tho assail-
ants. The condition indicates that the gen.
eral outlino of the plan should be an angular

system, the sadlient or advranced parte being
towards the onemy and tiie Ye entrants to-
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wards the assailed, This disposition is do-
pominated flnkod, boewso the advanced
parls must bo first assaited and thoy arocov-
ered by tho five of the ro-entrant; tho ad.
vanced parts are oidled faces. Tho Ite en-
trant Flanks— the line connecting the{lunks
is culled the curtving an anglo formed by
two fuces is a salient angle, Ly (wo retived
lines a ro entering angle, and that made by
a face and the opposite flank an anglo of de-
fonce. ‘Tho lino bisecting o sulient nnglo is
donominated the capital; thodistance from
a salient (o its opposite flank is a lino of de
fence,  Whothgr segmental or angular bas-
tions aro used tho nomenelature remains the
gamo and defines the terms used in fortilica-
tion asa science, and for its practical applica.

tion,
swmsinativinkefistanpriett

s Maptey Skanaxsuwe,—So fur as the luss
of ships may Lo taken a8 a criterion, modern
seam ship can be demonstrated by statis.
tics to be superior to that which it has hap-
pily replaced,  During tho twenty-iwo years
of war ending with 1815, our naval unces
tors lost 61 ships of war by foundering, 278
by wreck, and 13 by burniug, besides those
caplured by the enemy, making 352 vessels,
with 14,311 lives, totally lost by accident, or,
as tho 2imes would say of the modern navy,
lack ol seamanship, They did nol in those
days record struut{':ugs attended with trifling
injuries, such as thosg of tho Agiuco: re,
Lord Wwden, taledona, Rocer, &c., but
reasonably eslimating these st five vessels
siranded for ono lost, our inmediite ances-
tors attuined an annual average of 16 accr-
dental total losses and about S0 groundings.
Admitting that during that period they hud
on an averago nearly twice as large a naval
futes as at present, and  halving, therefore,
tho losses, thoro is still a wide margin be-
tween the eight anuual losses of the old of-
ticers und the less than two per year of
modern seamanship. True, their charts
were defective, and Megaras not uncommon,
but the hLarbors and channels are of the
samo dopth and extent for our 6000 ton fri-
gates, which require 28ft. of water to fleat
then, as for their §00-ton frigates, which
wero less then 16(t. deep. Even admitting
many other mitigating considerations favor-
able to ancient seamanship, these must be
weighty indeed to equalize, much more to
reverse, the ratio of eight annual accidental
losses to the modern less than two. Surely,
in the faco of such statistics, tho claim of
old oflicers to superior scamanship must be
based on something else than safe naviga.
tion. Tho modern navy glories in its suc-
cession to o wonderous heritage of renown,
carned by the consummate pluck and the
prodigics of valor performed by preceding
gencrations; bus when old officers enquire,
too unwisely, * What is the causo that the
former days were better than theset” they
provoke tho reminder that naval history re-
cords only their good deeds. ‘I'radition tells
of ships holding aloof in battle—of luck of
soamanslip, in gunvery, in discipline, in the
well ordering of their crews, us well as of
the presence of disordor and of preventible
disease, tho fruit of ungodliness und vico
too shameful to speak of, inefficiency wlucl
compares badly even with the American and
French ships ot those tunes, It is the naval
authorities and officers of the day who ure
responsiblo for each of thoso things and
none of them, except courage and durng,
has thg navy of to dayany good thing tu

learp_ from t}xat. of the past.~-Fiazers Megu-
zing. ¢ :
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‘I'no writer of tho abovo no doubt astecm. |
ed it n very fino comparison of the rolative
abilities of tho scamon of tho presont day
andd thosocld sea kings who, againstall odds, ¢
made Britannia the Queen of tho Occan;
but it does not scem to have occurred to
him to note ono or Lwo essential diflerences, |
tho first being tho fact that the fleet of Great !
Britain is now propolled by stenm—a power
at the command of tho offisers of each yes.
sel—while tho fleot which conquered all the |
other naval powers depended for its motive
puwer on wind-~at no timo at the command '
of the seaman, Thit the fl:ot of the pre-
sent day is minwuvred for practics and pro-
vided with carefully prepared cliarts, not
drivon by necessity to poke their bowsprits *
iuto every shoal on a counst and need never
Lo caught in an ugly galo on a lee shuie.
‘Tho duty of the fleet seventy yeas ago was
to follow tho encmy whevever he might lead
to, beat about lis costs amoangst shoaly,
rocks or mud banks, thuioughly seareh out
each creek for evidence of privateenuy, or
concentralion for oftunsive operation. that
in tho discharge of this duty all vishs hiwl 10
bo run, and it was in its faithful perform ace
that tho groat secret of success lny, hot
tho 500-ton frigates did moro hazardous
dutics in ono year than the present 6000-
tons could effect in seven, and that to any
practical seaman the professional skill dis-
played by theofficers of the smaller craft
was vory far superior indeed to any shown
by tho seameon of the present day, Such
accidentsas occurred to the ginconrt wounld
be scouted by the officers of the old school
as n pieco of lubberly stupidity, as it was in
fuct, and when the officers of the present
dny show the world that they can bring the
British navy through o contest ol twenty-
two years with as little loss tho writer's pro-
position will bo proved. Without in any
way underrating tho valuo of steram poweras
applied to the navy, we say, and do so ad
visedly, that its immediate effect has been
to bamsh seamanship altogether from the
navy, and by that term we understand the
handling of n vessel at sex. What sort of
seamanship lost the Quplain, stranded the
Agincourt, and is accountablo for tho dis
graceful mishaps which have been chron:
icled within a year, and which would be dis-
creditablo to tho skipper and crew of a
‘Thames hoy. The modern navy has suc.
ceeded *“to a wonderous heritage of renown,”
but it was oarned by officers brought up to
understand the smallest dotail of their duty
and especially practical scamanship : nowa
days naval cadets at soventeen might know
how to drive & locomolive on a rsilway, but
to *hand,” **reef,” or ‘stcer,’! aro mys
tories of the most abstruse characler, whilo
the idea of going aloft would Lo regarded
by the modern middy as about as much out
of place as a marine sentry on horseback,
and an operation for which his patent lea,
ther boots and bluecoat hospital toggery are

peculiarly unfitted. Senmen, indeed, it will
iakea couple of gencrations to wmuke any
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npln:onch- to the ;\;ofessioxxul -Rll'owlc(lgo
that has Leen wantonly ceonomised out of
tho British navy.

That thero were many evils attonding the

,sbata of affuirs in tho navy formerly thero

cnn bo no doubt, but the lone of morals
have been considerably improved sinco then.
and many useful inventions made, nulongst
othiers tho application of stoam, which saves
a lnrge amount of brain work and bodily
lubour, converting tho 6000 ton fiigates into
floating batterles, tho crews into stokers and
gunners, and tho officers into artillery com-
mandants—the discovery of the Mauches.
tev School of politicians and its great corol.
lary - the invention of Mr. Childers.

Tk tenderness, to use no havsher plivase,
with winch the ravings of political lunatics
hus Leen treated by the people of Graat
Britain has emboldened the busy plolting
trnitors, whose livelihood is gnined by at.
tepling to upset society, to proceed to
lengths wlich would not bo tolerated in the
United Stateg, and to avow openly their ob-
jects to Ue the overlhrow of the proved
and time howored institutions of tho
Empire. tho confiscation of all its per.
sonal and individual property and the
inauguration of « political, sociul and
moral regime fur worse than that which tho
Model Ropublic has been obliged to forcibly
abolish in Utah, as inadruissable in any civi-
lized state. This stato of things is illustrat.
ed by an article which appears in another
column, being part of a speech delivered by
tho Hon. Robert Lowe, the English Chancel-
lor of the Exchequor at the annual soisce of
the members of the Mechanics Institute, at
Halifnx, England, in reply to thoe falschoo s
with which Sir Chas, Dilke amused his hear-
ers in his Inte republican crusade,  1tis cer-
tainly painful to read serious refutations of
charges so notorionsly false and cqually
painful to find any Englishman listening to
them. Une comfort, however, is to be de
rived from tho fuct that the sociely which
those idiots believo will support them is of
foreign growth with foreign ideas, athestical,
villainous aud secret, with nothing of value
to recommend it, and every one of its senti-
ments and doctrines not onlyalien to the hon
est Englishsentiment but ropugnant toallthe
ideas of that pooplo. It is a trito sayingand
a true one “ that prevention is belter than
cure,” and it is worth while carefully con-
sidering whether the press of Gireat Britain
is not scriously neglecting its daty to socioty
by *‘chronicling tho small beer of the
manifestoes of the International Society
or playing with the question of radical
change as a now scientific discovery whose
laws require investigation. The safoty of tho
state demands that individualsshiould be re-
strained from jeopardising its welfare, and
when people openly plot for the purpose of
destroying it the duty of putting them down
13 plain and clear.  Fosl as Ditko miay be,
he has to deal with blood thirsty knaves who
will use him and then throw him asidv. The
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lust phinso of this is that tho International
has donounced * Citizen Dilko’ bLecause ho
is not radical enough,

Tux: ronowned Genoral Butler, othetwiso
Ben of the Spoons, hias hieen doiug o littlo
sproad cagle business lately, * doown to
Provincetown.” o has beeu haranguivng the
Yankeo poacliors of that district on Lhe
Waushington ‘I'reaty, tho fishory clause of
which has not given the Gincral or his
fricnds suflicient satisfuction, and this is
about the only sontimoent in common bo-
tweon them and the paople of Canada,

Wa would not notice the notorious huue
Lug's oratary if it wore not that ho ussortod
thoright to thoso fisheries was won from
Groat Dritain by the Yaukees by lorce of
artus, and as tho English people aro in a
concilintory mdod it is possible that the
Times might recognizo tho truth of the
claim. The fuct is that astute Yaunkeo Ben
Franklin rogularly coixed a limited right of
fishery out of Oswald, Mr. Fox's negotiatar.
Tho troaty by which tho "Thirteen DBritish
Colonies becamo the United States was dut
ed at Paris on 13th November, 1782; ils
third articlo readsas follows:—¢ Itisagreed
that tho pooplo of tho Uuited States shall
contlinuo to enjoy unmolested tho right to
take fish of overy kind on the Grand Bank
and on all other banks o” Newfoundiand,
also, in the Guif of St Lawrenco and all
other places in thesea where tho inhabitants
of both countries used at any time hereto-
foro to fish, and also that tho inhabitants of
the United States shall have liberty to tako
fish of overy kirnd on such part of the coast
of Nowfoundland as British fishormen shall
use (but not to dry or cure the samo on that
islaud), aud also on tho coasts, bays and
creeks of all other of HisBritannic Majesty's
Dominions in America, and that the Ameri
can fishermen shall have liberty to dry nnd
cure fish in any of the unsettled hays, har
bors and creeks of Nova Scolia, Magdalen
Isiands and Labrador, so long as the swm-
shall remain unseltled, dbut 50 s0on as the
samo or either of them shall bo settied it
shall not be lawf{ul for the said fishermon to
dry or cure fish at such settlement without
a previous agreeraent for that purposo with
the inhabitants, proprictors or possessors of
the ground.” This does not look like a
concession won by force of arms; it was
granted on the representations of Franklin,
tho most unprincipled and crafly man of his
age, and his representations ware fulso from
begiuning to end, but he never stuck st a
lio when it suited his intorests, and hiscoan.
trymen copy his exampla in that particilar.

Theeighth articlo of the same tteaty reads
as follows :—*¢ Tho navigation of the rivor
Mississippi from its sourco to tho ocean shall
forever remain freo and open to the sub
Jjocts of Great Britain and the citizens of the
United States.”” Itis evident the language
of the treaty is that of conferring a favor on
the peoplo of the United States who effect-
ed their separation from Great Britain not
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by thair own hraverv ar p
fraud and teeachory el with tha ail of
foreigners abetted an i oncourage: Ly homo
traitors. ‘The Whig Radisals of England Jdid

other means put togother  Thewaroef 1212
15, in which Butlor's countrymen camo to
ttko Canada and went away without it, ab.
rogated tho treaty 17682, nud gavo this ques
tion nlso n now departure. It closed the
navigation of tho Mississippi to British sub-
jects and it doprived Unitod States citizons
of all right or claim to fish on British coasts.

The Treaty of Ghont in 1815 mockly ac.
quicsced in the docision which tho war estab-
lishod ; that of 1818 definod distinctly that
thioy weronotto Gshwithin three marino miles
of the coast of any British posscssions, and
tho Lito Treaty of Washington leaves the
question of right in the case at the disposal
of tho parties to whom tho fisheries belong
—the represcntatives of the people of Ca
nada in Parlinment assembled.  In spite of
all bluster and rhodomontade, that is oxact-
1y how tha question rests, and the great ma.
jority of the peoplo of the Dominion ave op-
posed to giving the Yankees any nights or
privileges therein for any consideration or
in any case, s0 General Ben may rest casy in
his mind on that subject. 1If it is decided at
the next session to rotain our sole rights in
the fisheries we will send such n force there
as will prevent any more £, A. Hortyn esea-
pades. This couniry has becn abused by
the stupid concessions of English negotia-
tors, and in this vory question of fisheries if
it bhad not fortunately happened that there
was a Canadian statesman on the commission
our rights would bo undoubtedly sacrificed ;
thanks to his exertion their disposal is in our
own hands as set, and we can afford to
jaugh at the vaporings of Beu of the Spoons
and his poachers.

———

Tuw story of the guns has yot to Lo wiitien
is the conclusion at which any ordinary
thinker on the subject of artillery will ar-
rive, and whether as naval artillery, siege or
garrison guns or field artillery, the fact re.
mains the same, that the problem juvolved
in their application as effective warlike ma.
chines, perfect in all their parts, has not
only not been solved, but very far from ap-
proaching anythinglike a solution, Taking
the construction of naval artillery, it is evi-
dent that is very far indeed from perfection.
Monster- guns have been built snd tested
to & considerable oxtent with charges and
projestiles that would make the practical
gunner of twonty years ago stand aghast
with astonishment; but have those guns
Leen tested under any of the conditions of
actual battle? Ilave they been loaded and
fired with the rapidity necessary m action
aud so continuously as to necossitate a with
drawal from action far p time, or havo they
ever thrown the weight of metal « good
naval action would prolably re.der neces.
sary? '

nissance, but by ! On tho 23rd June, 1612,

for, fought tho I’resident, American frigatoof
moro for Yankeo fudependenco than all | 1530 tons, mounting 56 heavy guus, the

,charged from her two stern thasars, (old cast
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tho I}clvidc'r;,- one
lol‘ thoso 915 ton frigates which the writer in
Frazer's Magazine speaks so contemptously

' Beleidere mounting 12 guas, and during two
“hours and  twenty minutes tho latter dis-

iron guns), thrce hndred round shot. 1t
was a running fight, tho distance less than
six hundred yards. lavo any of thoso
monster guns, moved by machinery, been
subjectod to tus tost ? In fact, the experi
mental trials prove nothing; the weapons
aro all very well but their practical appliea.
tion havo yot to ho tested. Bven in the
matter of projectiles very littlo progress of
a satisfactory kind has been made. Tho
trials with tho monster guns of tho Cerberus
at Melbourno has been o farlure, owing, itis}
alleged to tho usclessness of the fuzes om
ployed, and cven the celel ated ** Woolwich
Infant,” tho 35-ton gun, .18 got its steel
tubing fractured. In aclual field practice
the value of the long range of modern field
artillery i3 derided by those who have pruc
tically tested its efficiency, and 1t is openly
stated that its effect at a greater distanco
than séx hundred yards is actunlly worth no
thing, that at this distance tho infantry rifle
isnot unfuirly matched with modera artil-
lery, aund that practically thie old brass mue
sle-loading tweive pounder is moro thana
match for the breech loading riffed gun at
this vange. That the idea of artillery ducls
deciding a contest is all nonsenso and that it
will be decided by that pawty that chargo
most frequently and quickly, and that the
whole lesson of the period tauglit by modern
improyements in weapons ol precision is the
necessity of cover and quick manceuvring.
The admirable lecluro of Lieut..Colonel
Strange evidently points out this fact, and
his hopes to remedy it by more rapid artil
lery manoeuvres seems at best only a par-
tial means to that end, and the multiplicition
of mitrailleuse t~ be in reality the true solu-
tion of the dificulty in this case, while at
sea rapid manipulation and what a seaman
would call handy guns are ils necessary con-
ditions. Siege and garrison guns must un.
doubtedty undergo great modification to fit
them for their proper conditions, and this
brings us to the proposition at the head of
this article.

GesNaN Pintagues iy Frazce.— Herr von
Wickede, the well-known correspondent of
the Cologue Gazelte during the Franco Prue
sian war has recently published s ¢ History
of the War of 1870, one passage in which
will be made use of in the controversy as to
the behaviour of the Geiman troops on
French soil. It must be admitted that the
writer deals with the question in a most im-.
partial spirit. *Towards the close of Sep-
temberl visited,” to quote his own words,
“the district avound Parie. It wag onocon-
tinuous scene of destre ~tion and desoluation.
The bivounc fives were being fed with valu.
able books; our soldiers wero splitting up
with hatchets tho costliest pianos wherewith
to cook their soup; they were reclining, all
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bespatiered with mud, on velvet sofus ; du-
mnsk curtains wero torn {nto strips to servo
e towels. Tor threo days [ withessed no
thing but destruction; pillage, too, was ramn
pant A wholeswarm of ruflians made their
way from Germany into France. ‘They
dubbed themsclves cantiniers, inficmary amd
ambulanco men, contraclors, &c., but they
woro in reality mervo highwaymen. They
woro especially numerous in tho neighbour-
hood of Paris, whoro they robbed, tineved,
and swindled tho French to their heart’s
conlont. ‘Ihey also jucited our soldiers to
pillago, oftering them sonio trifling sum for
tho produce ol their theft. In tho railway
stations and shops theso dopredations were
on an cnormous scale, Tho oulprils wore
nearly all Germans, and they even carried
off what rclief socicties had sont for the
benelit of the soldiers. Qur civil and mili
tary authorittes—spveral persons of high
standing, too—granted, with a readiness
that descrves severe censure, passes to
host of peoplo ns to whose position and cal-
ling they had not the slightest information
and thus vagabonds, swindlers, and othic
scoundrels (gesindel) fouml their wi ine
the Army as newspaper correspoudciils,
merchants, sick nurses, fc. ‘I'hen there oc
cured many cpisodes which in no wiso re
dound to tho good famo of Germany, amd
which have very properly disgusted the
Feench. Tt 1s impossible to reply to them
when they accuse us of brutality and bar
barism. Qur gondarmes attempled to pwt
a stop to theso excesses, and made numer
ous arresis, Fhoso on whom stolen proper
ty was found wero punished, but the major
ty took eare not bie discovered in the act.
Besides, tho police was not in suilicicnt
force, nor was it adroit enough to deal with
such rascals, and, it must be added, they
were much more tFequontly made to pro
ceed agninst the French-than against all
theso German scoundrei. *—gesindel, as
Herr von Wickede & second timo denoust-
nates them.

We copy tho above from the Broud Arrve
and recommend its careful perusal to the
political economists and shirkers of military
duty, =8 it affords a faint idea of what the
extent of loss would be by the military oc
cupation of the country by the best discip-
lined army in the world for a few months,
and is a complete answer to thoso wise men
of Gotham who preach universal peace and
brotherhood. The lesson it teaches to our
military readers is tho necessity for more
complete organization and a close attention
to drill, discipline, rifle practice, and ajl the
exercises which go o mako up tho fiuished
soldier that they may be enabled to ward off
from their country in tho hour of its danger
the fate of being occupied by a foreign -uili-
tary forco.

Tue Longlish War Office is veported to have
entered into arrangements with the Prussian
Ueneral Staft for cffecung a translation-mto
Enghish of tha «fficial history of the late
Franco-Prussian war. It must be a most
valuable addition to wilitary scivnce.

Masor Maosey; half-pay, late Town dla-
Jur of Kingston, Ont.,~has beenn appmnted
Governor of the now Lindsay prison, Lius-
low, Eng.. with a salary of£300 sterling per
annum. '
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" NEWS OF THE WEEK.

The health of Jlis Royal Highness the
Princo of Wales continues to improvo.

‘T'ho ‘l'own Council of Windsor has pre-
ronted an nddress congratul+iing her Ma-
jesly on tho convalesconco of tho Princo of
Wales.

The German residents in London ave sign-
ing a polition to Princo Bismarck urginghim
1o demand of the United States an apology
and indemnity for tho supplies of munitions
of war furnished by itscitizens to the Irench
Govermmont of National Defenco during tho
Iato war. This is decidedly a new reading
of Alabuma olaims and one that will luing a
just retribution to the Yunkeev for their
greed and injustice.

‘Tho republican Minister of the Intetior in
Franco has prohibited thoe ~ile of politieal
carricatures.

Uambetita at Marsaitles hal @eited S0
much confusion that the military had to be
called out to restrain hisadmirer nnd charge

on them dispersing the mob with some '’

injury.

A Committeo of the Assembly ropmited in
favor of a steam ferry between Dover and
Calais.

Victor Emanual has given a public recep-
tion at Romo on the 1st January.

Tho King of Spain, Amadous, his also
hold a brilliant reception at Madvrid.

A new Captain Goenoral will be sent to
Cuba.

A subscription to erect a statue to Gen.
Von Moltke is being taken up at Berlin.

Gonoral Von Roon has resigned his port-
folio ns German Minister of War and Gen-
eral Von Slosch has been appointed thereto,

Qur neighbours of the States have had a
riot at Rochester. A negro, having abused
a child, was arrested; the free and inde-
pendent mob tried tolynch him, wore resist-
ed by the anthorilies and only driven off
after four or five innocent persons wero
kille:l by the fire of tho military.

Brigham Young, Apostle, Prophet anl
Hligh Priest of the Mormons, has been m
rested and is now held a prisoner in bis own
houso, Sslt Lake City, on the charge of mur-
der.

Revolution is the order of the day in
Mexioo.

‘The Pacific and other railways bave Leen
blocked by heavy snow.Storms.

Califoraia has been visitod by 4 hieavy rain
storm.

The eloctions for the new Provinciul Min-
istry in Ontario have terminated in the re
turn of Hon, R. \V. Scolt fur the cityof
Oitawa, without opposition, anl for ti.a va
cated seats of Prescott an 1 Ontario, Messrs.
Hamilton end Monck.

‘The Governor Geucral held a recoption on
the 2nd inst. in the Privy Council Chambers.

The weather during the pist faw weeks
has been unusually mild,

The annual meeting <f the Ottawa Bomd
of rade was held on Thursday, 4th inst,

~
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1. McGillivray, Esy., was cleoted President
and Georgo Hay, L., Vico-President, and
ns Delogates v . ho Dominion Board of Trado
tlon Jus. Skoo &, llun, Maleolm Cameron,
I3 McGillivesy, Lsqg., und G, 1L Perry, Esq.
The latter Boasl will meot in tho Patliment
buiidings un the 17th inst.

REVIEWS.

‘fue Canadian Hlustralel News, for 30th
Decomber is a beautifully got up number,
The ongravings aro I o Grand Duko Alexis
at Victorin Skating .ink ; Loitrait of the
Hon. M. C. Cameron; °‘[ho Manitoba Expe.
dition crossing tho Assinoboine, No.2com.
pany eu route to gartison Pembina; A pago
, vl Vignette's ; Tortrait of the llon. Edward

Blako; Silver Heights the residenco of Lt.
. Governor Archibald ; Chicago in 1830, and a
' Luge Chromo lithograph plate  entitled
\ Kal.antisch, kittene at iome, from o painting
; by Taudwig Kuaus, presented to the subscri-
1 bors.

Stewarl's Quurlerly for October has beoen
received ; it is, as usual, fitled with choice
j articles, A chango of proprictorship has
been effected and in future it will be carried
on by Messrs. Stoclton and Burbidge, Saint
Johm, N.B. It will be known as the New
Brunswick Quarterly. We nish it everysuc
cess and bhope it will mnintain the high
character of its predecessor.

Whitney's Musical Guest for January con-
tnins somo beautiful selections.

The American Agricullurist for Junuary is
replete with usaiul knowledge and the fiuits
of practical experience for our fuming

{friends.
L e
CORRESPONDENCE.

The Editor does not hold himself reaponvibic fu
individual expressions of opinfon tn communi.
cwtions addressed (o the VOLUNTEER REVIEW.]

7' the Editor of the VoLTNTEER REVIEW.

Sir:— Your correspondent * Centurion !’
| was good .enough. amongst other expres.
sions of kindness conveyed in ono of his
valuable letters in a late number of the
Voruxnteer Review, and for which I beg to
tender him my sincere thanks, to express
rogrot that I had not said mere in a few re-
ronrks which § took the liberty of making
on oneof his e«cellent communieations.

Many circumstances have prevented an
, osvlier expression of my sense of Lis cour-
;lesy, butI nyw ask you to permit me to
state that my principal reason for saying
very littlo was that my opinions on the sub
ject on which *¢ Conturion ™ has lately writ
! ten are almost identical wnith his owa, only
that bie has covered more ground, and ad-
vocated far more ably than [ could have
dune, views which are common to us both,
as well as, in my bedief, to most officers of
tho service. .

I sincerely trust such well considered
views may meet with tho attention they

———e - — e
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While reforring to tho lotters of ather cor
respondents you will perhaps also allow me
to rogrot that n paragraph written by mio
some timoagoapponrs'to havo been objoction
nbloe to your gallant correspondent Volun
teor, whoso own contributions show that he
has the good of tho service at heart, and
whoso opinion I therefore respect. T will
only say thero are two sides to every qucs-
tion, and that while I can casily concedo tho
groater part of what voluntecr advances aa
truo of a large portion of tho ofticers of the
rogular army, I am not without amplo
grounds for the view I took.

Yours &o.,

a. W,
e —————

AN ITEM ABOUT CHATHAM SEVENTY
FIVE YEARS AGO.

The following letter, from the manuscript
“ Simcoe papers "’ now in the Parliamentary
Library at Ottawa, will, we aro #ure, boread
with considorable interest by the tesidonts,
old and young.

Dotroit, October 9th 1794,

sie, - You will build, so soon as possiblo,
six boats. agreeable to the plan and dimen-
sion which you have laid bafore mo for the
Boats calculated to carry six pounders.
Theso boats are to bo built at Chatham, on
tho River Thames. You will also orecta
Store House in the form of a Block House
st that place. Lieut. Colonel England secms
to appear that he can occasionally spare you
for these purposes without any detriment to
the Kiog's Sarvices in the Dock Yurd of this
place, Should any unforseon circumstances
alter bis opinion, of course you will obey
such directions as you shall receivo from him,
of which he will be pleased to give me no
tice.—Tho nails and Iron Work necessary in
the progress of this you must purchasoat
this place, payment of which will be duly
authorized, and the Vouchers being trans
mitted to B, B. Tukale, Esq., Navy Hall,
Niagara,
Wm. Baker,
Builder, “
Detroity l

I am, Sir,
Your Obedient,
(Signed) 1. G. Sincot.

TheNapels correspondent of the Prussian
Fxchange Gazelle describes a new diving
machine for laying torpedoes, ete., unler
ships, invented by a Venctian named 'T'os
selli. Itiscalled ¢ talpa marina’ (the sea
mole), is made entively of iron and Lronzs
and is in the shape of a cylinder, four moters
long and about eleven decimetres in iliume-
ter. ‘T'he machine is in four compartments,
one above the other. In the first is com
pressed air for tho use of the diver; in the
sccond the diver himself; in the third, an
apparatus for lowering or raising tho mm-
chine in the water, and in the fourth a quan-
tity of lead to keep the machine in a verti-
cal position. A number of drills and other
tools are aigo fitted ihto the surface of the
machine, to enable the diver to perform
various destructive operations under water.
On the 26th ult., Signor Tosselli descended
in bis machine in the Bay of Naples, in the
presence of the mnaval commandant and
several other high naval officers. ..He sank
{o the bottom of the bay, o depth ofseventy
meters, and remained there an hour, )

A largo suplply of Snider rifles have been
sent out to India from England, but the
long looked for weapons twere accospanied
by the wrong ammunition, and were, of
course, uselees,
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AFTER TILES TAKING OF QUEBEC, 1
NY L. 11 NASI, FPARNBORS, Q.

A straggele wild, the battlo done !

Au onset fieree, i victory won ¢

On Abram's Heighta Quebee Is ours;
Her gates, Kot enstics and her towers?
\mong tho dead, o, well we may
Monrn the young hero of thoe duy,

‘The novle, brave ! yes, Wolfe is'slaln ;
As Vietory sounded o'er the plala,
tils glinzing eyo marked well the rt,
WLt 1fe's last flash, cre it went out.

)

Thls was the news borne o'er the maln,
And Engllsh iearts beat hiih apatn,
ftejotetngs wild ftled alt the land,

«Tho battle's ours,” hand Joined {n hand,
And bontires hugo of fazgots pited,

iazed In the durkness, tlaming wild
‘Throughout her length, und breadtls entire,
Nid Eugland’s sons lght upihat tire,

sSuvo s one spot—a hamlet mean,

Whero nelthiersmoke nor flame werescct

Where al! was gloont amid the Tight
Fhat stiot from each surrounding height,
Where all was silence 'mid the glee
‘Thit fled the land froa: Sea tosen:

1“or thicre a widowed mother'sgricef

[ silent sorrow sought rellef,

‘There Wolfe'slane mother snourned as ot
s «Who mournecth for anonly son,'”

1n wor so deep that none but Ho

Who cvery human gricf can see,

Who every mnortal aang can feel,

The Lord abaye, nlane conld hieal.

—Newe Dnnindon Monthiy.

Major-General James Wolfe was bura at
Westerhiam, Kent, Eaglan 1,in 1327, and tel! mor-
tally wounded at the battle of the MHelghts of
Abraham, September lath, 1930 Foliled $n all his
attack below or In front of the city by the skillof
hiszreatantagonist, the Mamuls de Montealhm,
with the Inspirationt of genfus hie attempted by
carrying hisx forcas above the clty to ahtain a
fooling on the heighisou which the cityof Que-
beestands; his success {s o matter of history.
While dropping down the river he is reported to
hiave repeated Gray's cclebirated elogy, the last
stanzas with peculiar emphasis:—

* The boast of tieraldry the porap of rmvn,

And all that beauty, all that wealth c’er gave,
Awalt alike the inevitable hour,

The paths of glory lead but to the srave.”

Early in the aclion he was struck in the left
wr.st by a muskel ball; wrapplng 2 handker-
chlef around it ho contlnted to discharge hiis
duty. At theadvance he wasagaln hit; he dis-
scmblced hiis pain and still 1od the 23th Reziment.
As the llnes azilo clased “or the flualchargea
hall strack hblin an the breast. he reclad and
would have fallen but was caughit by an oflicer of
the Loulsburg Grenadiers, who, aldcd by a Vol
untecer, carried him to the rear of the redoube.
As hie was borne from the ficld e saill “ the day
is ours—keep IL” Some one proposed *~send for
asuargeon, he sald, **1t is needless—1it 1sanl over
with me.” Whentho final retreat of the eneiny
was anncunced hie sald, ¢ go one of you my lnde
to Coloncl Burop, tell him o mareli Webb's
(the i5th) Regimentdown to the Charles River
o cut off the retreat of the fuzitive - fram the
bridge; bic then turned oo hits side and hig last
words were. ‘“nnw, God be yralsed, 1 dte In
peace,” and thus, tn his thisiy-thinl year, dled
Wolie, victuriouns, 1ils baly was aken t¢ Eag-
land and interred beside his fattier 12 tho Parish
Church of Greenwich, but his faine and thatof
hi< opponent wiil be Indissolubly tuterwoven
with thic history of Canada.—ED. Vor. Riv.

——————— . e .
CAPT. STRANGE OXN PRACTICAL ARTIL
LERY.
(CONTINTED.)

Guns should notbe placed imumndditely
in rear, as again givingadouble target, ex
cept insuch positions as Sadan, where »n
amphithoatre of hills allowed their convery
ing fire to act over ths hieads of the coluinns
and gave increased corlainty 1o the action
of their percussion fuses,

The revers~ of 1 gentle slope not exace 1
ing 42, with guu muzles onlv spoaearing
over thortdyge, 13 generatly faunardble, but
twenly minutes’ work with the eatrencliing
tools on the limber will give excellent gun
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pits, in which tho principal advantago of
tho broechloador guu is apprrent,

When the opposing guus are on higher
ground tho reverse of n slopo i3 somtimes
most disastrous, tha grouwl acting as a na
tural glaeis, coenting with the descending
teajectory of the enomy’s lire, as at Inker-
wan.  An advanco oves tho rilgeis tho
remoly for tlus evil, wineh will at once
mako itsel! felt.

1t is needless to remwk tht duting all
infantry doployments their fice 1s lost, amtl
changes in fro«t should bo coverel by tho
divisional artillery sweeping the fieo of the
| newalignment,

I am of opinion that the Russian anl Aus
“trian unit of cizht guns per battery is bast
{suited for tactics. In pexco it can boredue-

ed to six or four, amdi 13 casily expanded, no
imora oflicers bewyg vequired, the first cap-
't:lin being a major, snd the second captain
taking cha go of a division or half bLatterv
iwhen necessary. A flying column can sel.
‘dom take miore than a battery, and will
want to work with a half baltery on cither
flank. Four guns aro almost as cflective as
six, while three on cach flank Lreak up one
subaltern command, and i€it is required t»
reinforce  flank thera is a difliculty, for it
13 not allowable to leave ane gun on a flank,
or send it away nlone.  Each division of two
guns is complete in stores for repairs, artifi-
cers, &c., and can be detachied onany ser-
vice under its subaltern commander.

Tactical use of Artillecy under the second iiead
—tiz.. Reserces ¢ alu Grand Tucliyr:.”

:The general engagement oncs bezun,
ho who has the address to bring suddenly
and unknown to the enemy an uncxpected
amount of artillery to bear upon the most
importans poiuts 1s sure to carry them.™

‘Ihis was the dictum of Lhe Artillery-Gene-
ral Napoleon the Great.

At the oftquoted battle of Friadland,
- 30 pieces were collected from different di-
visions by Senarmont, who commanded the
French artillery ; this concentration of the
division | artiilery was contrary to the wish-
es of the generals, but was done with Vie-
tor's consent, silenaing the Russian batter-
tes on the right bank, and driving the in-
fantry into the defile before Friedland. The
Lussian cavalry mitempted to clieck the ad-
vauce of the battery, butSenarmont promp:-
ly changed front, and repulsed it with case.
Napoleon himself was astonished a2 the of-
fect produced by this battery acting thus in-
dependently. The defeat of the Russians
was complete, and their loss severe.” The
final coucentration was due to the confined
space, and the short range of smooth bore
guns; 1o copy this action woulld be an error
with rifled artillery.

Taking the artillery from adivision to
(torm o reserve s, however, unadvisable; it
,‘dcstroys the dwvisional tactical umt, and

tends to dispirit any but  the mast sclfre
liant infantry.

The artllery reserve s as essenttal to an
’:xrmy corps as tho cavaley division, and s as
miuch a tactical unit to Lo placed under a
selccled artillery general
! Ttis probable” that the increase of artil-

lery mnge will lead to a diflerent method of
res ree apphcation, viz., concentration of
fire, bat dispersion of baiteries.

Wit 1 smooth bore guus it was nccessary

10 agg'omerato batteries, 50 as to produce
an efiest on an objective point. Tho sanie
result may be produced by concentrating
fire fiom batteries sent to different points
for the purnose, or by directing the cn:cen-
tratitn of the divisional srtillery fio by
army code signals.
I™ Both F.ench anl Prussians find it neces-
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'savy Lo increase the intervals Lolween tho
guus of a bLattery from 20 ta U yard | when
exposed to tho enemy’s shell five, the
bursts of which are found to Lo 50 laterily
destructive. When it is wished to merease
tho artillery power at a certnin poant, a
fresh Lattery is sent up to take part between
tho intervals, and damaged batteries aro re-
Iteved by fresh ones from the reseryo ina
similar manner.

These methods ol out many advanteges
over concentration of guns in an unwicldy
jmass, which cannot well bo foreed into ne
tion without dislocating the line of battle.
Eigluy British guns or thereabouts wera
oneo drawn up in rear of, and it was said in
suppaort of, allies, without firing a shot ; two
batteries only were caployed on the flauks,
'of the general engagement. In tho eveut
tof distster, guns so placed can give no sup-
! ports friend el foo are mingled in a miss,
tagai st which no man coukd fire, unless i
'd(-ud the position wis suflicientiy high, and

the combatants fur entsugh apart, to allow
tof diseriminato art 1l «ry action.  This would
"hardly be the ¢we i retreat; and an un
bwieldly mass of guns and ammunitin o2
cgons drivieg  hielplessly to the reawr would
block up all sauds, amid a storm of anas
them s from friends, 1f not projectiles from
foes.

At Gravelotte, however, cighty four guns,
;wit.h hussar supports, yalloped up a ravine
; which concealed their approack,  The three
 fivst batterirs, under an artillery general, on

deploying, found six mitrailleurs in action:
the whole eighty four guns sere concentrat.
;1 on the nearest mjtrailleur; there remam-
red nothing of it but wreck.  ‘The samo with
i three othiers in succession; the two last did
:not want for this annibilatian, The cighty-
four guas were crowded, to avoid dmning
fire on a field haspital in rear of the in

tended aligninent.  Nevertheless, by con
centration of fire, the French guns, about
equal in number, were silenced in succes-
sion, the difference between French and
1German artillery fire being that the former
ibelieve in * feu @ ¢enfar” When they think
!tho eneomy is in front, they blaze away
quickly. The Prussians generally avoid the
fire-swrept zone; when French men and am

munition s+ cxhaust>d, they attsck. Ex-
cessive deliberation and eareful pointing are
the peculianty of Prussian artillery fire, and
nothwng will induce an oflicer to waste am

munition unless he sees his ohject.

More than ever, artillery action requires an
[artilery head, but no Englishartillery geue-
iral has ever been permitted to command a
' British army, or even a division, in Europe.

It is sad 10 read what a distinguished ve.
teran Leforo referred to wrote, m 1S1S, at
the clese of his campaigns. More than half
a century has passed away, and yet is thero
any improveumtent in the status of the artil-
lory general, whose most important func-
tions on servico will be usurpol by tho
omnivorous Control Department?  Any ser-
; vice, the representative chiefs of which are
systematically overlooked, must deteriorate.

Sir Augustus Fraser says : - Lot us consi-
.dcr what 1s the present situation of the ofli-

cer comnmanding the artillers of any army.
+ He 1s expected to ba responsible for all that
. is understood by tho efliciency of she sArns
| when it joina the army ; it is subdivided and
"placed in various ways under the command
«an i superintendence of the general officers
{ ot the cavalry and infantry 5 so that with the
" exceplion of attending to its wants in'men,
hosses, ordnance, and stores, and of endes
“vouring by correspondenco with the Depart
mentm England to obtain the necessoy
'suppliex, the command.ng oflicer of artillery
may be almost said {o have littlo to do with
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the arm i the fiekl, 1l opinion, we lnve
seeny, i< pot aske las to the selecton of the
arm Jor service, and it i3 clearly never ro

quired for thio distribution of it afterwards,
He can seldom be knows to his commander
but by the wants of tho arm, or by tho sms
of the system. Can it be woudered then
that, rarely comung in contact bul on these
ungracious oceasions, he seldom obtains the
consideration which le does not appear to
deserve? As to signalizing himself by any
application of the arm in the ficld, it 1sout
of the question. e remains an individual
without the power of moving a single gun.”

Iforse Artillery.

Never having had  the honour of serving
in this distinguished brauch, 1 have not
touched upon its special tacties. Vuture
ware will, I believe, give ita wider field of
employment, both as a reserve to striko
oquickly and decisively; and also to givo to
our Uhlans the power of holding what they
touch, n proportion of horse artillery Gai-
hng-guns with cavalry would, 1 believe, bo
a bappy wmartiage of fire and steol in tho
feelers of an armwy. At themost favourble
range against targets, -4 cwt. of mmmunition
from Gatlings produces three times the re-
sult of 12 ewt. from field guus, or nine times

the cffect; but field guns could destroy the

Gatlings at long range.
Siege aud Garvesun Artillery.

Kiege and Garrison Artillery tact:cs it-
clude the attack and defence of fortresses,
as well as the tactical use of the hitter, with
an army acting under their protection, or
pivoling upon them, and runs into strategi-
cal consideration of bases, depots, and lines
of commmunication—too large a subject for
this paper. It will suffice to say that tho
feeblo defence of the mass of French fort
resses is attnbutable to their anaent con-
struclion and armanient; a system of fort
fication 200 years oll, is miscalled modern,
and a mass of houses crowded infon weak
enciente bave crumbled rapidly into ruin
under the concentrated fire of Irussian
guns, defended, as these fortresses appear
to have Leen, by cveryhody but garrison
artiilervinen. ‘The corparatively protract-
od defence of Paris by detached forts ap-
pears to point to the advantages of a salient
system of Moncrieffpits, as also the disad.
- -.fages of cmbrasures actingas shot-fun
nels to an cnemy’s projectiles.

Tho Prussians have largely employed tho
Larbelte system. It would be seen if they
appreached closer for breaching purposes,
whether the French fire would bo suflicient.
Iy nccurate to dismount guns so placed.

Against skilful and unopposed fire, as =t !

Shocburyness, such guns would be pus hors
de combal 1 2 few minntes. Increased range
of modern arlillery givesa wide ficld for
the selection of sites for enfildale batteries.
A considerable distance heyond the salients
of Mont Avron were woxds ; bebind these,
rrussian Latteries were made, and anmed
unseen. The trees in theline of firo were
partially sawn  through, and fell with the
first discharge. leaving unimpeded the path
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locality of which sh:tll bo nameloss, or the
sperimentatist - would certainly have 2
heavy bill of damages id to his chargo;
though the real valuo of tho destroyed Gov-
erament timber was only a few shillings, the
amount demanded wonld doubtless cool his
wmilitary ardour.
lhe resistance of the DParis rovetments

and easemales  remains to be compared to
the system in somo Prussian forts, which
iav 0 no escarps, but slopes of ecarth, and
rely upon flank fireand counterearps against
a coup de mun. ‘The eltect of concussion in
comtinuous fire of very heavy guns in_case
wates, may have the efliect upon artillery
men which a naval oflicer informs me con-
tinnous heavy five has upon Bratish tars, of
all men the least nervous: itis saiid tobsa
shock from which men aud officers suffor
for days. 1t is reported that the crows of
guns in Paris casemates had to bo relieved
frequently and often funted at the gun.

‘I'ie Prussians are getting to feel the dis.
advantage of using only one projectile, com-
mon shell and percussion fuze, firing up
Lill or into soft ground, they fail. They
are istroducing Shrapuel aud = time fuze,
Trusting to one nature of fireappears rather
like a quack doctor who has but one pill for
!all cases. I cannot bLut believe thoy have
copied much that may be scen at Shocbury-
ness, but are still some way behind us in
technical artiliery mattets.  Inartillery tac
tics they are in advance, possibly because
artiilery tactics have never been in the
Liands of artillery oflicers.

As rezuds our ficld and Ganison Artillery
! natéricl, gans, and ammumtion, &, 1 be-

lieveo it bas always been the best in the

world. and as long as England mmntains

Ler mumufacturing supremacy, will, 1 trust,
X remain so, in spite of adverse criticizm from
| home and foreign sources.
i

Terlnteal Artillery Instruclicon-—- £ild, Siege,
and Gurrison.

Improvements in arullery suntériel are
thought by many to be worse than useless,
useless accompanied by a correspondingn-
crease of natelligence and trainmng. 1 be-
lieved 1 tras giving voice to the wishof a
large proportion of my brothicr officers when
[ proposed 2 plan for encouraging this pro-
fessional kuowledge among the sank and
file or applyingit, whereitexists, by selecting
the best-qualified non-commissioned officers
o1 men, for pointing our guns in action,
Qur cxpensive modern projectiles will be
worse than twasteg in war, as they are in
peace, fired away by men who may be short
sighted, unable toadjust a tang at scale or
: incapable ol setting a fuze to a given range.

Sowo years spent in daily instructinn of
the rank and file of the Royal Artillery have
, impreased me very painfully with the vast
,imporiance of this subject, about which i
{ cannot think myselfl mistaken.

{ There is anabsolutenecessity for adopting
. some sysiem of sclection in our artillery,
unless we arc content 1o boe swept from {u.
ture fields of battle with bloodshed and dis-
lwnour, as an imposture, an incumbrance to
a selfreliant Brtlsh infantry, armed with
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ness and confusion, and you would have
still less than the results reported upon by
tho Commmitieo *as so unsatisfuctory, and
tho expenditure of ammunition so much out
of all proportion to the effect produced.”
Tho success of Captain Nolan’s raage-finder
together with a system of picked marksmen
teained to its use, would, I believe, when
combined withh molility given by gun-axle
seals, again restore to field artillery its des-
tructive superiority over the other arms.

‘I'ho I'rench artillery choose tho best shots
with carbines as likely to be the best natu
ral gunners, and a further solection is then
made by the inexpensivo plan of trials, by
pointing guns at objects against time, but
without ammunition, and lastly by actual
firing at a target. Lheso selected men are
termed * pointears.’’ and every gun in
{macc or waris laid by oune of them, there
seing suflicient in each battery to make up
casualties. It will be time enongh toabject
to copy the French field artillery in any-
thing when it can bo proved that they have
failed in everything. When the mists of
passion shall have blown off the late con-
test between France and Prussia it will, [
believe, be found that the Regular French
artillery have not uttesly failed, but loat
heavily in boldly supporling and saving
their infantry. Their freo *zctics (combined
with cerlain defectsin o fériel I shall not
dwell apon here) have used lossin guns
and men. Itis doubl' painful that some
would prefer zetrograr’ ag to a less efficient
weapon, rather than :ducato our gunners
up to our arms of ° .ecision. Because our
national qualities r.ake us good gunners,
our men are phl gmatictoa fault. The
Teuton and Scandinavain blood gives that
precision in action which tho excitable Gaul
has failed to show. Tho French artillery
officer knesv their national defect, and tried
Lo remedy it by selecting gunners as much as
possible from Alsace. Guonnery educaticn is
only possible to us by a system of sclection
snd prizes, not necessary to ths Prussians,
because =l their men aro educated. The
French rank and file are morelike our own
- «mixed and very varied in educatiou.

Restricling the annual practice to a cer-
tain percentago of most iuntelligent and
keen-sighted non commissioned ofticers and
gunners of cach battery, would reduce the
expensc below that of the present wasteful
system.

As regands the garrison brigades, s little
modification in tho amount allowed for an-
nual practics wounld, without extra expense,
meet tho requirements of competition, a
considerable portion of which might bo car-
ried on with the old smooth.bore ammuni
tion, all but obsolele, encumbering as it
does our controllers, with tho charge of
pyramids rivalling that of Cheops. A pre-
liminary instruction and examination by
subaltern officers before sending in the
names of those selected for practico in their
divisions would benefit both officer and man;
refreshing the half-forgotten knowledge of
the former, increasing his interest in his
profession and his men, giving him a mea-
' suro of their intellectual calibre, and enab

of their terriblo projectiles. Thionsille was | terriblo breeciloadors, who wiil only ask us: ling him to recommend for promotion with
reduced in the same manuer; obly one Lat-  to batter bulldings or expect us o liro atl justice and confidence; whilo thers would

tery was in the open, and that a screen Lat

{ nothing smaller than a town. Unpalatable

| boa reaction of kindly feeling and respec*

tery, such as we make at Shocburyness. | as such expressions may be, thereis nothing from the men to their battery ofticers, who
tinly one round cach quatter of an hiour was | gained by dishonestly shirking conclusions! in garrison brigades, as matters now stand,

allowed from any gun. This was to insure
accurate laying, and possibly also for the
fear of damage to breechloading appamtus.
It may be interesting to kuow that this
application of a natural sareen having heen
forseen Lefore the present war by us of the
Ttoyal Artillery, an experiment of thesame
«ort was carsicd out at a sham fight, the

that may be drawn fro:n the results of the
late and present campsigns, and from the
dehiberate trials of the Dartmoor Commiittee.
Their report shows marvellously few bits
wien thic circumstances approached nearest
10 the probabilities of actual war—viz, un-
kuoan range, uneven ground, and rapid
fire; addd to these the clement of nervous.

havo little todo with them except in the
routine of orderly duly. The msjority of
subalterns in ths Royal Arlillery bavo
reached an ago when men in other branches
gonerally command companies, and some-
times regiments. Thoy mightbe entrusted
twith theinstruction and sclestion of their
marksmen.

l
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Gunners’' nature is' only human nature;
the Royal Artillary have norewards for effi-
ciency, while infantry, cavalry, seamen. and
marines, and Volunteer Artillery, receive
extra i)ay or prizes for proficiency with their
special weapon, be it sword, Innce, rifle, car-
biune, or great gun,

Lord Strathpairn, :when Commander-in-
Chief in India, introduced a system of com-
petitive praotice for the artillery, with extra
pay and prize badges, as.for infantry ; it is
very varipusly spoken of by artillery ofhicers.
All are agreed that being carried on entirely
with stooth-bore guns, the resulis were
much medified by chance; the sdmission of
drivers. snd- shoeing smiths (who would
rarely, if ever, havg tolay a gun on service),
&0, inte- competition with gunners and Nos.
! way thought a mistuke : every man {o bis

R ,

Prize pay and a badge of a cross-whips
might be given to a certain pércentage of
the best drivers, whose horses were in good
condition, These officers who adhered to
the spirit.of. Lord Strathnaizn's instructions
allowed no . man to compete unless he un-
derstood the elementary principles of gun-
nery, the gatting of . fuzes, was perfect at
drill; and a first-tlass judge of distance. In
faotg,they; who tried the system fairly speak
in the-highest terms of the spirit of emula-
tion and efliciency it produced,  especially
the preliminary instruction in barrack-rooms
by the subaltern officers. ,

Having been: asked by many of my
brother officers and some myembers of the
committee to draw up for the Institution
papers the outline of a'scheme for competi-
tive praoctice, I ventured to doso with the
hope that general attention would be drawn
to the subject, and errors I have made be
remedied by the suggestions of. any of my
brother officers. ce

. (To be continued.)’

d

.LOWE ON DILEE. .

Our cable telegrams informed us some
days ago that Mr. Lowe, the English Chan-
cellor of the Exchiequer, hadbeen address-
ing & public meeting st Halifgx, in which he
had made some remarks uponthe anti-Mon-
archical speech delivered by Sir Charles
Dilke at New Castle. One of the charges
made against Her Majesty by Sir Charles
was that, although in the receipt of a very
large income, She did not contribute to
the Income Tax fund. This charge has
been shown to be unfounded in a letter, writ-
ten t® the Tvines _bznan officer of Ber Ma-
josty's housebold. . And of. the  chagag Mr.
Lowe is reported by the Manchesier fnar-
dian to havé spoken as follows,;— ..

‘The gentleman has said that, as far as he
ooa;d understand, the Queen, .after having
undertaken, through Sir fobert Peel, to
pay.the tax upon. her income, had not ful-
tiﬂ’ed Jher promise, 1fe was, ns: he said, al-
hamed. to takenoticg of. such obser-
formed an acoussation

)

most as,
vations because t

which, all who knew what the Queen was

wonld be able to acquit her of -without a

moment's: copsideration, ;She has reigned

over us for 34 ysars, and during that time
she had maintained a high and stainlees
character. (Loud . applause, and & _yoice,
*Three cheers for the Queen.” .. Great
cheering, after which a verse of the */Na-
tional Anthem '’ was sung, the entire assem
blage listening and standing.j Mr. Lowe re-
sumed.,—He had been ssying when so kind-
ly interrupted (agplmu laughter) that
for the 34 years during which she had reign-
ed over us, the Queen had maintained a
high and stainless character, which was an

R i

(Loud applause.)

‘was reported, but was for several days kept

THE VOLUNTEER REVIEW.

fJanvary 8, 1872,

ho;;ur to herself and a credit to the nutioui

which had the happiness (o be under her
rule. (Hear, hear.) Those wbo however
remotely, liad been brought into contaot
with the Queen would know that if there|
was any featurein her character more ve-:
markable than another it was her strict ad |
herence to her word under all circumstances
and under all difficulties. It might be traly
said of her—
‘“ Her armour is her honesty,
‘ And simpie truth her only shicid.” ;
No.one had ventured to charge her with;
having stepped one hair's breadth beyond |
the prerogative which was assigned to her
by the Conmstitution. Nobody conld allege
that she ever gave a promise that she did
not fulfil. Nobody could say that anything
had ever dropped either from her lips or
from her pen but what was absolutely true,
without the slighest intention in the world
on her part to deceive or mislead. It was
because he felt and knew this so thoroughly
— and all those who had anything to do with
the affairs of State knew it also-—~that he
really felt slmost ashamed to say what he
was going to say; but with regard to the
statement in reference to the income tax,
he would state, being the person from whom
such statements would come with the pro-
per official authority, that the sum contribut,
ed by Her Majesty to the income tax since
the .year, 1842, when the income tax was
imposed, amounted to hundreds of s thou-
sands of pounds, (Applause). Ifthe hon.
gentleman should bring the subject before
the House of Commons, he (Mr. Lowe) would
be most happy to give the fullest explana-
tion, and he doubted not that the country
would be satisfied in this as in all' other
things relating to her conduct in her high
and honorable office, that Her Majesty had
been true to herself and a worthy represen
tative of the feelings of honesty and of the
true spirit of Englishmen, As for the rest
of the matter, he would certainly not discuss
it. He should think it degrading and in-
sulting to his hearers if he were to allude
for one moment to the discussion as to the
relative merits of Monarchy and Republican-
ism. Politics were not a speculative or me-
taphysical, but a practical and inductive
science. The test of what was politicallv
right what had answered and worked well.
(Applause.) The English Monarchy begin-
ning under William the Conqueror, with the
sterne:t and most cruel tyranny, had in the
course of 800 years endured, till under it we
attained in this happy country more of order
connected with liberty, more of ancient tra
dition connected with the springing power
of boundless improvement, - than had been
granted to any other :people on the earth,
(Applause.) He did not misrepresent the
feelings of his countrymen when he said
they would not be disposed to consider fora
moment-the propriety of changing au insti
tution under which they had derived .50
many great benefits—benefits admitted by
all students of history 10 be such as no other
country in the torld had experienced.

The official report of thelod'of the British
troop ship Megeera, states that'on June 8, on
the passage from the Cape to Sydney, a leak

under by hand-pumps and building. Onor
about the 14th of June the leak became
more serious, and the water gained on the
pumps. Steam was then used, and by the
aid of the main steam pumps the water was
kept in check. It was determined to steer
for:8t. Paul's Island where she arrived Sa-
turday, June 17, A survey was then held,
and a diver sent down to examine the leak,

A hole;was discovered worn through the
centre of a plate, about rwelve feet abaft
the mainmast, and about eizht feet from the
keel port side, besides other serious injuries
in the immedinte viemity of the'leak. It
was considered unsifo 1o lcave the anchor
age.  Provisions and stores were then land-
ed.  June 19, weather Leing very stormy,
and being unable to keep the ship in posi:

* tion, having carried away ana*lost three
. anchors since first anchoring,
i unable to earry on the work

and being
na of landing pro-
visions on account of the stormy weather,
1t,was fdetermined to beuchfthe ship. At
about I r. w., the ship was run full speed on
to the bar, and remained there, Shesoon af-
terward filled up to the main deck aftat high
water, The workjof landing provisions and -
saving cargo was then continued, and a por-

tion of the men and officers landedin charge

of the same. The ship was not entirely

abandoned for about ten or twelve days

after she was beached.nUp to July 15 ahout

eighty tons of cargo for Sydney had been

saved, and divers were still employed re-

covering it, Men and officers were living

under eanvas, and all are well, They had

provisions to last, on half allowance, till the

beginning of November, with exception of
bread, flour, tea, and sugar, of which they

were very short, men being on four ounces .
of bread per day. Water was obtained from

summit of the hill during rainy season, but

could not be depended upon. 1t is consider-

ed impossible to render the ship fit for far-

ther service.

—

The British artillery came in for a shaie
in the general gratulation which the appear-
ance of the troops at Aldershot produced.
Ninety guns, or fifteen batteries, in perfect
order, and only suffering from some excess
of “burnish’’ and deficiencies similarly
slight, paraded to the great ratisfaction of
all England. ¢ Never before,” says Broad
Arrow, * did the British eye behold ninety
guns in battle array on the English isle.”
But, ffevertheless, ninoty] guns are but a
small item in the equipment of a first-class
army, and, accordingly, we find the. Wool-
wich gun factories at work on twenty-seven
batteries, or 162 16.pounder guns. They
are built upon Frazer's system, and supply
the army with a heavier projectile without
Jessening its mobility. The new 16.pounders
really weigh less than the old 9 pounder
bronze gun, which weighs 13" cwt., against
123 cwt. for the former. g When these bat-
teries are completed and horsed, the British
artillery will want but one thing to be o
model institution, and that is to be let alone
by the other branches of the service,

The courts martial being held at Versailles
bring to light, in'a curious manner, the
total absence of anything like command
which reigned in  the halcyon days of the
Commane in Paris,’ Rossel was arrested
for wishing to enforce discipline in his le-
glon, and, while under arrest, was promoted
by War Minister Clurseret whom he siicceed-
ed, when that officer was in his turn arrest-
ed. The other day citizen Pigere, a cabinet
malker who had served on the staff of Gene-
ral Dombrowski, was tried, and attempted
to show that the battalion which he com-
manded before being placed on the staff
bad pever left its cantonments. * My raen,”
said this worthy, “did nothing but eat,
drink; and chase vermin. They were so
badly clothed that I would never hear of
them marching ngainst the enemy., Their
pantaloons were in such an unsérvicable
condition that the shirt passed through,
and most of them had no boots ; I was quite
ashamed of them."”



