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SHOWLERS OF BLESKSING,

(Rev. A, B. Mackay, in Aunwal Reporir, Crevcent Street
Churchd, Afontreal.)

*“When the Lord turned agaln the captivity of Zion,
we were like them that dream.”—Ps. ¢xxvl., 1.

O Brxssei Dream | when joy wpreme
Eathralls each glowlog breast,

When tares are ¢rushed and groans are hushed
In deep and 1leavenly rest.

What laughter rolls thiovgh ransomed souls
Feo bondngl:tntmd again ¢

Each reaper sings, and angel wings
Theob o'cr repentant men.

The tears that flow, ao tale of woe
Tg‘elh w{lg curous 4 el

speak the ] release—
Tge ficedom m skies.

They tell .bhe love of Heaven above

il
rellef, L tle

Foe Chist has enterod Io, ©

His diadess —each tear & gem—
Shines oo His bleeding brow,

And hemt acd will, with eaptute thdll
To do His tidding now.

O Henvealy Dove ! [a endless luve
Dwell witli us while we walt,

With cleansed feet and service sweet,
Qulside the pearly gate.

O Glotlovs King ! salvation belng,
We long Thyzelf o greet,

To cast each crown adonng down
Reneath Thy pierced feet,

- m————

CO-OPERATION IN MISSION WORK.
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‘T great aim of 'the most zealous and self
denying supportcrs of Foreign Missions is to
make those to whom they send the Gospel not
“ Reformed Presbyterians,” or “ Cumperland
Presbyterians,” or * United Presbytenans,” but
Christiata.  ‘This is true even of those who are
most firmly persuaded that the denominations
to which they belong conform, in some patticu-
lary, or in many, most nearly to the New Testa.
ment model, Even they are ready to admit
that converts in India or China, or Japan, are
likely to bé gatheréd, or to gather themselves
Into chutches differing in some respects from
all the existing dsnominations in America and
In Europe. .

If these things are so, why should there not
be conference on this great subject, not only
among those represented in the Presbyterian,
but also among those represented in the Evan-
gelical Alliance? Why, for example, might
thete not be an understandirg arrived at, that,
when the Methodist Church is operating in any
heathen city or district, hitherto unevangelized,
the Presbyterian and Congregational Churches
shoutd direct their missionaries to occupy some
other field of operation? Seo, in like manner,
when the case is reversed. And, in fields in
which missionaries of different churches are’
already working side by side, why should not
converts to the faith of the gospel be left, or
encouraged, to form themselves into church
associations in line, as far as possible, with the
circumstances, habits and modes of thought of
their own countries,

But, say some, this might raise the question,
Why should there not be cooperation also in
Home Mission work? Well, why should not
this question be raised ? If it is raised or if it

| save him, It is a fact that the Son of God died

should present itself is it not worthy of being
answered, or, at any rate of being seriouslyl
consldered? Those who are entrusted with the !
idance of Home Missionary operations in the,
nited States or in Canada, have the question
forced upon them many a time, and in roan
quarters. The guestion may not be formulated;
but it is peremptorily asked by the destitution
of gospel ordinances which, in new states and
terrilories, they see on cvery side.  The settlers
in these regionsshouldbe pravided with the means
of grace, Churches should be built, and pastors
and evangelists should be sent among them. Not
duty only, but the instincts of self-preservation,
call upon us to put-forth the most strenucus
efforts for the evangelization of those within our
own borders  The resources at our disposal for
this work, so urgent and momentous, are inade-
quate. ‘And from want ot co-operation or want
of right understanding, among the various Chris-
tian denominations, thosc limited resources ate
not turned to the best account, The most is
not made of them. In some villages or cities,
with not more than fifteen hundred or two

thousand inhabitants, we see an Episcopal, &
Methodist, a Congregational, a Daptist, and a

Presbytenan church,  In some of the outlying
scitlements there are hundreds of familes that
never hear the gospel preached within many
nules of their homer,  In these villages the
congregatons would, humanly speaking, heat
to niure advantage, and the preachers would
speak with greater power, were two or three of
the churches combined in one. And the
churches thus united instead of continuing to Le
the tecipicnts of aid from mission boards, would
at once.become not only sclf-supporting, but
aid-giviny,

This is a diflicult subject we all know. But
is no dificult subject to be considered? I3 no
problem that does not at once solve itself ever to-
Le studied? ‘Ihe benefits that inight resalt
from vo operation, or cven from muiual undes:
standing as to ficlds to be occupied, are so many

and so great that we should be ready seriously |
to inquire whether or not they arc anainable. |.
‘I'he chief difficulty that would facc us, bclonp,mg !

to the various denominations, would be foun

in the apprehension that co-operation, such as
is hinted at, might tend to the advantage of
some one denomination and to tiie disadvantage
of some other or ~hers.  Is this apprehension
sufficient te keep us from thought and confer.
ence on the su%ject? ‘There 13 now in some
quarters & great religious awakening. ‘[he
spiritual life of many churches is being quick”
ened. Many of Christ’s people are filled with
a joyous surpiise to find that, in being brought

ncarer to Him, they are brought nearer to each{

it

other.  Should not these things lead us, and are
they not intended to lead us, to consider
whether we might not by rising above ove
jeatousies and combining our energies, make & |
more advantageous use of the weans with which’
we arc provided for the evangelization of this
wide-spread continent ? :
But might not co-operation in Foreign Mission
fields, and in Home Misson ficlds jead to unlon-
in the great centres of Christian thought and
action? There would be the—danger shalt we
say? Is that what we should think? Would,
that be something to be deprecated, or somes
thing to be hailed with thankfulness and gm
The similitudes derived from the idea.of,

different denominations being like regiments ‘ofy;
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design of our blessed Loed. But He prays for
his people, “ That they all may be one,"—~not
one in spitit and in faith only, but one in &
visible unity, that all the world maysee, 10 that
unity is to be manifested first in the outposts of
Chnistian effort, and thence to come iato the
centres, 3o let it be. ‘The Lord hasten it in His
time.— The Independent,

A FACT TO DIE ON.

LET me tell you of a visit that 1 madetoa
poor fellow in Chelsea. 1 found him lying in
bed. He said at once he wanted to talk about
religion, that he had torn uir his Bible twent
years before. " Very well,” I said, * let us tal
about something else.  But supposing you were
in prison for a debt of £10,000 and 1 were to
pay that debt for you and send the receipt to you,
would you tear it up and spit in the face of my
messenger?  “‘Ne,” 3aid the man, “1 don’t
suppose 1 should. But I never heard the Gos-
perput in that way before.” ¢ But that is the
truth,” 1 said ; and we had a good talk about
it. 1 called a week later and he asked me to go
over the facts again, which I dtd. My curate
was with him two days afteraards when the un-
fortunate man was seized for death. He raised
himself as by a superhuman effort on his clbows,
and said : * Wife, it 1nakes no matter what a

- O i -, 3 -

man feels; feelings don't save a man. Facts

for me and paid my debt, and 1die on the fact.”
He then fell back and died.—Rer. A, Wed
Peploe. .

E. P. Marvin, in The CAristian Girer, hazan
atticle on ** Counterfeit Giving in Ecclesiastical
Amusements,” in which the following goinu are
amplified and illustrated with telling etfect :

1. These methods of raising money for the
Lord are all contrary to the precepts and exam-
ples of His Word, and therefore they cannot
please Him.

2. These unblest devices ate belittling, con-
temptible, and sometimes positively dishonest.

s These methods abate and corrupt the spirit
of gospel benevolence in the church, and bring
it under bondage to the world. )

4. Many of those practices are evil in their
desecration of our places of worship.

. Amateur dramatics to please the world and
put money in the purse ¢f the church, silence
the tatimony of the pulpit against the stage, and
even promote its interests.

6. These practices turn the church aside from
its legit'mate and heavenly calling, and fritter
away its spirituality, its time and energies.

7.-In fine, thesc methods of ecclesiastical
anusement and money-making blight . the spir-
itual life, ihfluence, activity, and usefulness.of
the chiirch, and promadte aimost every specles of
carnality and worldliness.

L'out he suffered severely from illness, caused, we
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Mission Wurk.

¥ Mx, Dusrus, or Swatow, - Many who met
Mr. Duffas when he passed through Canada a few
:g:u ggo will be interested in the following item

n the Pridyterian Messenger —~ Mr, Duffus

has arrived safely at Swatow, On his oyage

-

'f._lrmot doubt, by work here. We trust the
wracing winter weather will set him up again.
We know how warmly welcomed he would be
;00 his return 1o Swatow, where his solid and
ﬂlorough wotk is well known and most highly
?pprccw'cd."
-1
W ———
A Massionary CotLEg) joN.~-"The Congrega.
onal church at Bowden, near Manchester, de-
nds mainly upon its annual Sunday colleetion
t its contributions to the l.ondon Missionary
lety, In the year 1884 that collection reat-
% 566 6s. 2d  Last year the Rev. A. Mac.
took for his teat on the Sunday morning
Those words : “ To-day we have collecuons for
$he London Missionary Sacicty, and I ask you
Lr £1,000"” and his Givisions were two: (1)
¥hy I ask for this sum, and {(3) why I believe
qu will give it. His faith in his people’s love
.the work, and readincss to respond to his
peal, was more than justified by the results,
1,036 were naised.—U. L. Missionary Record.
‘How much simpler and more senuble a
thod than sending collectors about in all sorts
weather and reads! Rut would it not be
ter still to have a collection, and a wissionary
tmon, say, oncc a quarter or once a month;

g&l’f specific information were given and direct

tkenna

Apeat made, as in this case, would not the con.
tion e likely to be larger, and the interest
.the people, under the more frequent prescn-
on of the truth, be almost certain to be
eper and tmore constant ?
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&Litrey Hawps.—C. O, VanCleve, in the N
\. Presbylerian, wiites cvery week a most fnter-
column of current Mission news. We
het; for, the Jollowing. from .one of . het
--"-.s'-"b!'\-'._‘\"' “1?“; N
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closcd $3.00 as the offering of the Benita girly’
school. And how did those poor little black
gitls get five dollars to send to the Board? By
clearing a road through the bush to be used
when the tide i3 high, to allow people to come
to church Ly the beach. 1t was hard work,
but Benja, one of the elder's wives, went with
the girls and helped them, There were a good
many gitls su she divided the number, half of
them going one day with their cutlasses, and
half the next. Wﬁcn they commenced wotk
Benja said to them, * This is for the Lord; He
will bless us if we ask Him,' 50 they kneeled
down and asked the Lord’s help ; and this they
did day after day. When at last the work was
done they sang a verse of praise, and thanked
the good Father that no child had cut or hurt
Iterself, and that every one had done her work
cheerfully, There was never a  grumble,
although sometimes the sun poured down its
heat, and other times it rained.”

.

A Dzvoizp WorkEr—Mr. Welx r, himself

a devoted misionary in Manchuna, sends the
following account of a native Christian devotion,
which may well put to shame the indifference
and laziness of many professing Christians in
Canada: ** Another friend who rendered most
valuable service during winter was Mr, Chang,
the ballast man, an sccount of whose baptism
appeared in the Rewrd some months ago. He
has little to do during winter when the tiver is
closed, and the time thus at his disposal was
treely and heartily given to Christ. Everydayhe
bore his word of witness in the city chapel, and
in the evening mceting manipulated the magic
lantern.  He took great delight in his work, The
enthusiasm he showed was most gratifying to all
of us At his own cxpense he took a foumey to
Lisoyang before the new year, and lent a helping
h:mdy to Mr, Ross's good and faithful men there.
I had a conversation with him when he returned
from Luo.)mnﬂ, the result of which was that I
was hopeful he might give himsell entirely to
the work of an evangelist. He had relinquished
the ballast business, and was quite ready to
devote himself to the work of preaching the
gos L  He liked that work ; there was nothing
¢ liked better ; * My heart be long very glad,’
he said, but he refused point blank to enter the
stalf of paid evangelists. I shall give his reasons
serbatim as he gave them to me, ‘1. I have
got sufficient money to keep my family in com.
fort if we'are careful. 2. When I go down to
pteach in the native town I sometunes hear such
remarks asthete : ¢ How much does he get from
the foreigner?’ And I'see they listen with
respect when [ tell themthat 1 preach this doc-
trine_ because I belicve it, and the foreigner
dosen’t give me a penny. 3. [ see in my book
that. Paul preached, ‘wotking with his own
hands;* and if the pastor has no, objections, 1
wish to do likewise,  You won't be surprised to
hear, I suppose, that the pastor had no objec.

i ""?:»)‘T" 7

Wuman’s W ork.

THE FIRST BINDOO FEMALE M.D.

(Fhiladedthia Cerrcipondonce N, Y. Obrarver,)

T wave just attencdod a meduting of unusual
|interoet and significance,  Our beaunfu! Acad-
emy of Music was filled, tier upon tier, with an
cxpectant  assembly, galhc:cd to witness the
eattcises of the thiny fourth annual Commenge-
ment of the Woman's Medical Cellege of Penn.
sylvania. ‘Flus is the oldest institution of the
Liad in the world,  Its existence and prosperity
are full of meaning, but what gave a spacial
interest to to-day's procecdings was the fast
thay, 1 the gtadualing class, there was a Hindoo
woman of high caste, Mrs. Anandibai Joshee,
who goe forth, the fint of her sex in India, 2
regutarly diplomatedQoctor of medicine. Her
hushand, late an officiat under the Indian Gov-
ernment, came to this country to wilness her
srzduation.  “There came, also, her friend, the
carned Pundita Ramabia, * a native of the
Madras I'residency, who, ior two years, has
occupied the chalr of Sanskrit in a woman's col-
lege In Cheltenhany, England.

When the audience had filled the house, the
corporators of the College, headed by the Preii-
dent, T". Morris Perot, filed in, and took seats
upon the stage.  With thems came the Pundita
Ramabai, leading the hand her young
daughter, Shewas dressed in a flowmng white
robe, a part of this serving as a hood to cover
her dark hair. Her complexion way light for a
Hundoo, and her face scemed young. ‘The littlle
gitl bad tresses of raven blackness, and the face of
a typical Hindoo. For the moment these two
were the cynosure of all eyes, diverting atlention
from the lady members of the Faculty, who now
came in, led by the Dean, Dr. Rachel L. Bodley.
After these were scated on the broad stage, the
students came in, graduates and undergraduates,
and occupied the seats in (ront of the stage,

The graduating class numbered thistythrec.
The four continents weie represented, Europ
by one from Russia; Asia by two from In
one.of these, the daughter of pn J dnericht Y
.'l.\\’ “".J‘,.s T EY “‘,_". l‘ *z Yo ag J:-s
Whan the young
was loud applauce.
native costume, and seemed little over foug and
a half feet in’ height,

The exercises werc the customary ones on
such occasions.  Rev. Dr. McCook, of the Tab-
ernacle Presbyterian church, whose recent book
on the “Women Friends of Jesus" has been
favorably received, was very fittingly chosen to
make the opening prayer. ‘There is little taste
shown in making comments on public prayers,
but I could not help noticing with satisfaction
that there was not that studied omission of the
name of Christ which often marks the prayens
of somc of our brethren on such occasions.

After the prayer Dean Bodley called the
graduates by name to the platform. ‘They
formed two successive arcs about the President’s
chair, receiving from him legal notification of
their having obtained the degree of M. D. A
diploma was passed from hand to hand, An
intcresting and sensible address was then made
to the gradus‘es. by DProf. Clara Marshall,
M. D., who remindcd them of the dignity of
their calling, and exhorted them to pursue it
with uptinng encrgy and unsullicd punty. After
the distnbution of bouquets and gifts the cxer-
cises were closed with the benediction.

We may well wish God's special favor to rest
upon Dr. Anandibal Joshee, as she goes to canry
the blessings of Christian science to her country-
women in India. Her coming will mak an
epoch in the medical treatment of the millions
of the women of that land. Her sisters wlll not
lose caste by her touch when she ministers to
them. But what' is onc among sc many?
Already the medical women of our American
missions have done something toward allevia:-
ing the miseries that suffering and sickness
entail upon the women of India, but a native
Brahiin doctor, & woman, will be abuut as great
a benefactlon as America could send to the
Hindoo world. The Pundita, as she sat before
the vast audience in the Academy, was the only
3 tor there who could entirely appreciate
the significance of the scene, when her Hindoo
sister came up with her American fellow-students
to receive from this Pennsylvania college her
degree as a Doctor of Medicine.

Joseru H. Dutres.

e
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Tuevy Herr Eact OTHER —A city mission.
ary passing along a street of New York saw two
Spanish children, and”on addressing them in
their own language, they led her to their home.
The mother, thuugh a Roman Catholic, was
quite ready to send the children to Sunday
School, and gave as a reason therefor, that she
has a sister ?n Santander, Spain, who has at.
tended the meetings held In that city by Mr.
and Mrs. Gulick, and this sister has so ardently
commended the work of these missionaries « (
the American Board, that she was glad to entrunt
her children to the ‘care of ‘Protesiante. -flhi.
and Foreig. Missions are mt;glely but insej.:-

tions whatever!”

b~ Y A

ably united.—The Missionary Herald.

Htvd WM” .
She was richly dressed in
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TIIE CHURCH WALKING WITH THE WORLD,

Tur Church and tha \World walled far 3 art,
On the changiog shore of me s

The Wozld was cinging a gildy song,
Anid the Church a hymn subline

“Come, give us your hand," crled the mesry Woild,

# And walk with e this way,”

Bat the good Chureh hid in her snowy hands,
And solemnly anvwered, Na{.

1 wiit ot glve you my hand at al
And I will not walk with y. u

Your way fs tho way to eternal Jeath
Your wonds are all untpoe.™

* Nay, walk vath me Lot a livle gpace.”
Sald the Wostd with a hindhy air,
** Theroad 1 walk i3 2 p eanant goad,
And the sun shines always thero |
Your path is thorny and rouch and rade,
And mine is broad aod plain
My road #s paved with fowers anel dews,
And yours with teats and pafay
The sky above me Is always blue
No wartortoll [ knowy
The sky above {ou fsalways duk;
Your lot is a ot of woe )
My path you see, §3 & Lroad fair one,
And my gate is high and wide
There is toom enough for you and me
To travel it side by nde™

Half shyly the Church approached the World,
And gave bl her hamrof snow g

The ol‘rWo 4 graspad it and walked along,
Saylag in accents low,

** Your dress s too vimple to suit my Laste .

I will ghve you pearlc to wear.

Rich velvers and wilks for your graceful form,
And diamonds to deck your halr.”

‘The Charch looked down at her slaln white robes
And then at the dazzling World,

And Llushed as she saw his hagdsome hp
With a smile contemptuout ¢urled,

' 1 will change my dress for a cotliet one,”

Sald the Charch with 3 smile of grace,

Then her pure white garments drified away,
And the Wotld gave in their place

Beautifu? satins and shining sitks;
And voses and gems and tls:

And ovez het fore* cad her Lright hatr fell
Crieped in a thousind cusls,

“ Your hose {s too plain, ' sald the proud old World,

11 baild you one Like mine s

Carpets of lrussels and curtains of lace,
And (urnfture ever so fine.”

So she built her a costly and beanlful house,
Splendid It was to behold ¢

Her sons and her beautifal daughters dwelt there,
Glesming in purple and otJ:

And fairs and shows ia the halls were held,
And the World and his children Wwere there,

And lavghter and music and feasts were hieard
In the place that was meant for prayer.

She bhad cushioned pews for the rich and great,
To sit n thelr porop and Kide;

While the poor folk clad §n their shabby suits,’
Sat meekly down outside.

’
And some wete d:lnkingf:;ny saloons §
So she quictly wenat her way,
Then the sty Wotld galian\ly sald to her,
“u \’-o?;dcﬂg:lun' n;nn no ',
erely ing in fnnocent sports,”
So she leaned on his roﬂ'ere‘:io arm,
And smiled, and chatted, and gathered flowers,
And wilked slo~g with the World,
While millions snd millices of precious souls
To the hosnble gulf were hurled,

** Yoot preachers,arc all too old and plain,”
the gay World with a sneer,
The f:(iihtm tny children with dreadful Lales,
\‘h { like thew not to hear ;
They Wik of brimstone and Gee and palr,
And the hotrots of endless night
They talk of & place which shouid not be
entwoned to eats polite §
I will send you some of the better stamp,
Brillisot and gay sod fast,
Who will tell them that people may live as they list,
And go to Ifecaven at last.
The Fatber is mercilul, Eren and good,
Tender and true and kizd
Do you thisk he would take one child to Heaven
And leave the rest behind 2”
S0 he filled her house with gay divines,
Gifted and great and learned ;
While the plaun old mea lha:crtmhed the croas
Were out of her palpits turned.

11 You give too mua-h to the poor,” said the World,
** Far more you ought to do ;
1M the poot need shelter and fuod and clothes,
Why need it teotble you?
Go, take your money 3nd bz‘rich sobes
Apd borses aed

L)

And N1 20 Jewels and dalaty food,
Am rnue':nd contliest w&e H

My chiidren dote on all such things,
And If you thelr love would wia,

You must do as they do and walk in the ways
That they are walking in,"

Then the Church held tight the strings of her purse

And gracefully lowered her head
simpered, * I've given too much away,

1\ do, sir, as you have said,”

So the poot wers turoed from ber door in s¢orn
And sbe beasd not the orphan’s cry ;

And ahe drew her beauUful tobes aside,
As the widows went weeping by

And the yoos of the World and the sons of the Church
Walked closely band and heart,

And osly the Mastet who knoweth all
Could tell the two apart.

Then the Church sat down at her easre and naid,

1 am nch and in s increased ;

1 have need of pothiog and navght to do
But to Liugh and dance and feast ;"

Aznd the sly Wotld keard het and laughed in his sletve,
And raock logl{ sald aside,

¢ The Chutch has {allen, the beautital Chuech,
And her shame is her boast aed pride.”

The angel drew near to the mercy-seat,
And whispered In sighs her vame,

And the saints their antbems of eapeure hoshed
And covrred thelr heads with shanie 3

And & volce camae dowa throogh the hush of 1{earen,
Feom Him who sat on the e,

U1 know thy work and how thou bas sald,

1 am rich ; and hast oot known

That thou are naked, poor and bliad,
And wretchéd before my face;

Therefore from my 1 cast thee out,
And blot thy name feom fs place.”

—Selected.

avocations as agricuitarists and traders.

PRESDY IBRIANISM IN MONTREAL, !
ST, QADPRIEL CHURCH.*
RY REY. ROBERT CAMPIRIL.

THUERE is alvine warrant for marklng {mpor.
tant events. Tho children of lsrael were enjoined
1o observe the onflowing of time, and to pause
at tho end of every forty-ninth yoar. A hun.
dred yeata scems a lon? period, and wo call this a
venerable church, but it Is o only celatively, In
the sight of Him whom we revere as the Anclent
of Days, a century s but as a watch In the night
and in what {s called the old world & structure only
a hundied years of ago would have no special
reverence pald [t Yet, from the hunian point of
view, especlally in this western world, a century
counts tor much [t seemu paticularly fitting that
we, who worship in this quaint old church, should
celebrate the occasion, secing that 1t was within
theso walls the l’rcsfaytcrian community first
found an ceclestastical home, and around them
cluster memories of the most stirring events that
have marked the century, so far as Preshyterianism
is ¢oncerned.

The story uf the progress of Presbyterianism
from the 12:h March, 1786, the day on which the
Rev. John Bethune fiest began a cegulse service
according to tho forms and practice of the Church
of Scotland, up to the present time, ls in really
the story of the advancement of Montreal from &
small walled town to the great and berutiful city
which It has becone, gradually spreading over the
whole island, The growth of our cause has ke‘st
pace with the growth of the community, Thix
1 church had a stroug hold of the religious, social
and public hifo of Montreal, atleast ducing tho fiest
Aty years of its exustence.  Its founders and carl
supporters gave it a status of great Influence. X
century a3o, 43 now, the Scotch metchants constl.
tuted a very Important section of the population of
thecity. Theyrankedwith the foremostin entcrpelse
and wealth, They were, indeed, the leaders of
society. Many of them were Highland gentlemen
of high degree, It is not easy to realizolt, but it {s
nevertheless a fact, that some of those who:were
present at the arganization of shat first congrega.
tion, in & room on Notre Dame street, on the 12th
March, 1786, had as youths been actually cugaged
in the fight at Culladen, in 1746 ; and not a few of
them were the children or descendants of those
brave men who stood by the side of Prince Charlle
on that fatal field.

After Canada was acknowledged as a British
possession, the brave soldicrs who had achieved its
conqueet, many of them Hightanders, men of the
Black \Vatch and 78th, a PFrazer regiment, wero
offered a home in it, As many of them as chose to
remain. A large proportion of them elected to stay,
in this country, and had lands assigned to them,
while not a few of the officers became Teaidents in'
Montreal and ook service with the lately organlzed
Norili-\West FurTradiog Company. These were the
men that gathered around Mr. Bethine, who was
# Highlander like themselves, so that the com.
mencement of Presbytetianism in this city is linked
with the romantlc perlod of Scottish history. Many
of them, Indeed, belonged to the Bpiscopal Church;;

' w=that the boys had Leen reading of such lhInr]s in

but that fact did not seem to weigh muc“wlth them
T 2% ,
iy aj-r. PR
] » " r. - w'
‘one of them subscribing to the building ol
chutc?. 1anv:l subsequently becoming prophictors
pews in it.

It is something to be able to say that the hardy,
adventurous Highlanders, who first explored the
far off wilds of the North-\West had an intimate con.
nection with this church, Sir Alexander Mackenzie
the discoverer of the great northern river that bears
his name,sat within these watlaSundayafter Sunday
for many years, The samae is true of Simon Fraser,
whose name {s associated with the famous Praser
River in British Columbia, and of Thompson, who
was the Grst white man to locate upon the Colum-
bia River and the Igut tributary, the Fraser,
which is cailed after him, Here aleo did PFinla
sit, whose name will go down to posterity throug
its assoclaton with that northern stresm in Brithvh
Columbia that flows into the Peace River. Here,
{oo, did the McGillivray find & church homo after
he bad given his' name to the McGillivray River,
and here was it that Cuthbert Geant was baptized,
who afterwards became 80 notoricus by his leadiog
the band of North-West company partizans that
killed Governor Semple, of the Hudson's Bay Comn-
pany's service, at the Red River, the exploit which
occasioned the first expedition of troops from
Canada to the North-West, and aubuquenllr was
followed by the famous trial of the culptits in
Upper Canada, which made a great stic sixiy years

O

Mr. Bethune was himself a man of a chivalroxs
s?iril. and well merited the attachment aad support
of his fellow countrymen. Born in the island of
Skye, in 17st, and educated at King's College
Aberdeen, he emigrated with some of his kindred
to South Carolina, and, being a licentiate of the
Church of Scotland, he obtained the chaplaiacy of
the Royal militla In the Carolinas on the breakip
out of the revolutionary war. ‘The royal cause di
not succeed, however,and with many other loyalists
Mr. Bethune was made a prisoner, and for a time
suffered greathardships. 1n dueseason an exchangd
of captives took place, and on regaining his liberty
he made his way to the steadfast province of Nova
Scotia, and took up bie residence in Halifax. He
did not lonf remain idle there. Ho was Iagd
{nstrumental in organizing tbe ¢ Highland Em
grants,” a corps made up in part of Gacelic-speakin
settlers In Nova Scotla, and of the disband
soldiers of the old 78thand Hontiomer{re;imeml,f
who had settled along the banks of the St Laws
rence, This fine body of men was mustered in
1775 and regimented in 1778 under the number
the 84th or ** Highland Bmlin.nu." Mr, Bethun
wag agpoin!ed chaplain,  As was to be expected,
these Childeen of the Mist gave a good account of
themselves whereveran opglomnhy offered. The
constituted the chiefstrength of the spirited defency
of Qusbec against theattack ofthe Americantroops
under Montzomery, when that gallant general fell
on the 318t December, 1775,  After the indepan
ence ot the United Siates was acknowledged
Qreat Britain in 1783, the ** Highland Emigranta!
were disbanded and returned to their peacefyl

Tuzex be two herbs that grow quickly in our
souls in summer weather—security and prid¢.
Humllity s & strange flower| it grows best in
winter weather, and under stores of affliction.—
Rutherford.
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BDUCATORS IN YICE,

A " HRIEND of the Young " sends these Important
thoughts 10 TAs Unlled Presbylerian

After all that 1s sald about the bad effects of sen-
sstional Hlteraturc upon boys, the press s still
teeming with it.  What we hear of Js very litile, and
whet we seo and azo able to connect with it is stil)
lews, but wo cannot but be persuaded that the
srowlng hife of the day (s Lelng greatly perverted
t wbis lnduence, The stacies, 4o often repeated,
of boys starting off for lives of adventurein the fas
West, are to bo found almost any time [n the news-
papers, and they ail present the dame explanation

the romances, and were fired with a wish to imi-
tate them. Those that wo hear of are usuatly such
as are rescued, and sent back to their parents and
homes. They are, pechaps, wiser for hfe.  But for
every ono thus saved there are many who go on in
thelr reckless courses, and never meet with the
check or restraint that returns them to their natlve
habits,

All such instances shoty, at least, that children
read, and alsa that they sre impressed by what
they read accordln{g to s character, Theso are
things many people do not take Into Account.
Thete ato g fathers still hving whao think that
becaure their boys do not hike the droughty books
on their library shelves—nd that have been thete
for filty years—they are devoid of taste in thst
direction, They look upon them as candidates of
hopeless ignorance, Hul the beys would read f
they had something Interesting 1o sult their taste
and capacity, It is this they shoutd be provided
with. Satan fs always busy and adroit, and acelug

arents do not understand their duy, he recognizes

is opportunity, and puts into the hands of the
youth what, because it s s0 unlike anythmf they
cver had before, they read with avidity, It [sa
wild revel into which animaginative Loy falls wher
he is adnaltted to such enjoyment, His dissipation
is intense in proportion to fis novelty. The stolen
walers, also, ate sweet.  And from homes the most
unlikely for such products the boys are graduated
who become the maddest prodigais. The law o
heteditaty seems Lo be disproven and the old pro-
mise, which says that a child will not depart from
the way In which ho should go if once he is tralacd
up in it, appears to lack fulfument,

Christian familles are often to blame in thie mat.
ter, and they, along with the rest, have to bear part
of the Yonahy. Some of them have very little In
their libraries that the average healthy boy will
care to read. They have gnod books, pc:hqu,
but they are not good for boys. ‘They da for
scholars or persons of experience, or for those
strong-willed bellevers who read what they do not
like out of sense of duty. Dut they present no at-
tractions for the youthful spirit, and are even an
offenicata the taste that craves something so differ-
ent, It ba objected that experience shows this
to be not always true, the repiy need only bo that
we ate not to generalize from special cases and
establish concluslons upon isolated facts. There
is the marvellous youth who reads Owen and Rol-
lin, and the other who, with everthing at hand,
reads nothing nt all. Theére is still & third one,
who reads sa he should, and turns out badly ; and

by who reads as he should not, and is yet

ut, these axceptions all admitted, the
Bhl's like to read; and that they are im.
Mt is good and injured by what is

P does not have far to-go to-find families

where thete {s nothing but & poor kind of news.

paper. 1t le the country one, pechaps, taken for
the sake of its announcements and noticen, or &
patty one, which'js cead for it information in local
politics. Thero are no first-class journaln, nor Are
there books. It is easy to see that If sn lmagina.
tive boy of such a home gets his hands on dehling
and derorming publications—such as will be sent
him if it be known that his home is 30 pagana
1ace—he will be one of the worst of sufferers.  He
s hungry for something, and finds that which [e the
neum?e knows of to what his boy nature tells
him he ought to have, When he begins to show
the frult of his habits, the blame will not be his, but
his father’s, for hs made and kept an ornlni for
the vile story which could easily have been kept
away by eomethiog better.

THE RELIGIQUS PAPER IN THE FAMILY.

For many years the writer has had his attention
directed to the influence which the reading of a
family bas upon its members Ho has been &
schoo! teacher, and after that a pastor in chargeof
differentchurches, Thereare the same general facts
in different congregations. Ignorance and intelll-
genhco are contrasts which appear in pastoralinter-
course, and suggest the different work to be done
in the different families. I have found by lung
experience that the reading families require far
less attention of the pastor than those that don't
read. Thay are far less complainiag and fault-
finding, for the good reason that they have some-
thing to read about and think about and talk about
othet than the village gosnip, ot whether tha min-
Jater visits them lesa than the family over the way.
1 have come to regard the introduction of a
rellflout paper into & family as the best thing I
could do for it, socially and morally as well as
spltitually. And nowhere does a little scattenng
o? good seed show’ such large results as when
some thoughiful member of the church takes the

ains to introduce & good religious paper {nto a
amily that'has not had one betore, e present

" | of a religlous pa‘g‘er for a year Is thebest Christmas

ear’s glft that you can make to a family
that is without lt. The influence of the kind of
reading is soon manifest in the home life by the
increased refinement of old and young. And the
readiog family Is sure to be more interested In the
work of the C{mrch than the non-reading family.
Thete i« o material harder to work upon than an
§gnoraot man, who Is ofien obstinate (or, as he is
sometimes called, “ pig-headed”) in proportion to
his ignorance.

w of two farmers in the country who live
side by slde, whoare equally prospetous in worldly
things, both out of debt and welisto-do In the
world, and both membars of the same church, but
the two men ate of very different value in scciety,
One reads & Sunday sensational newspaper, which
he takes becauss it is cheap, but its influence Isto
turn him away from averything of a religious char-
acter, It Is the dime novel for an older class of
boys. The other farmac haslong had in his famil{
a leading religious newspaper. The value of eac
of theso farmers to the church ls as diverseas their
reading. The sensational Sunday paper is not an
aid to iamlly seligion. There is no family altar in
that house, and-not one of the fmlly—znnnt or
child-—Is in the Sabbath school. Tha other homs
takes (ts character-from its mdinﬁ. The famil
altar |s.never neglecied | the children go wit

thelr fathar and mother Lo tho house of God § they
take thelr places In the Sunday school; and the
l:slor. as ho site at the communiontable, has

fore him the beautiful elght of a whole family
united as membera of the same church,

‘The way these two men support the gospel
shows the same influence, Ono gives three times
a3 much as tho other, and In benevolent contribu.
tions to tho varlous Boards of our Church ten
times as much | Much of this difference is owing
1o the dillerent papers that aro read In thelr
famillles.==A Country Minister in The Lvangelist,

CosT oF A CrAZY QUILT.=A certaln girl has
pleced a *crazy quih' containlng g,000 bits of
ribbon,  [tmust have taken at least three minutes’
sewing to the plece. That would make 27,000 min.
utea—an hour a day for & ?-nr and nearly three
months  In that time this {foatish girl might have
learned a modeen langoage, become an accom-
Eluhed cook and housckeeper, sudied no end of

istory and science, or have done bencvolent and
educational work smong the ignorant and poor
that would have lasted to the cternity, — 4.

L ]
\ NOTRS BY “pPHILO."

PUBLIC BUSINESS.

Tug awarding ta the publisher of tho Presdy-
ferfan of the coutract for the hymn bLooks was
evidently resolved upon by those who could manip.
ulatc matters irrespective of the judgment of the
committee. If It was not, why was it not done
openly and with the consent uf the commut{ee?
Ceriainly the mannez in which {t has been done
leaves the impression that thete was something to
conceal, and therefore that the business was done
with a measure of concealiment, Far better, i
that firm justly claimed the contract because of
the lowness of ite prices, that thisshould have been
ascertained by the committec openly and fairly.
But the first notice the members of the commilitee
receive of so important a matter isthrough & notice
in the Glode newspaper—it being manlifestly
thouglit by one or two members of the commitiee
that what was ratisfactory to them and the pub-
lisher should bo satisfactory to everybody. Itisa
question i the award of the coniract has
been legally ﬁ:vcn. inssmuch as {t has been
glven without the knowledge and consent of the
committee ana whole. The device of adding some
business men to the commiltee was a very weak
one lfthe committee, as it stood, was not compe-
tent, after the experlence it has had, to decide
which of two contracts was the cheaper, then It s
not so intelligent & committee as the Church had
imagined. Itis to be regretted that the course
taken seemed necessary.  Above all things any-
thing ilke favoritism should be avoided in & matter
of this kind. The Church desires that its business
should be transacted in such a manner as to be
quite above buspicion, and when a committee is
sppoiated Lo do a cerlain work, [t is not competent
for individual members of the committee to do that
work and ignore the commitiee altogether.

It in this kind of transaction which brings our
courts and our permanent membera of Assembly,
and other leaders, under very uncomplimentary
ctiticisn. The decision of Imporiant questions s
not left to the Intelligent and disinterested judg-
ment of Lthe Assembly in orcn court,
logical College to ba established, the
icl'! otintm‘l’:l u?erﬂi’t th“AM gIonib.. ”

pal to be appolnt o Assem -
in'(dlo expectation till it Is told .ﬂ'o the pervon-ls
that is to occupy the office. Then no word of . ex-
ception or ob{ectlon is allowed, The Assemblyis
practically told to fo home and collect money to
E:y the new official. Is a college endowment to

sought, the matter is decided on in private; &
Bhuuble motion asking the sanction of the Assem.
Iy is presented. It {s not meant that #t*should
be discussed, The leaders are not accustomed to
be opposed or contradicted. And the next stago
in the businesa {s the visit of some official or agent
1o the congregations of the church to gather up all
the money that can be laid hold of. The pastors
must join in the work or be, regarded with *dia-
favour. And so it Is with every Important matter
in the way of legislation. Now, all these Impor.
tant objects may be properly enough sought by
the Church, But the complaint 1 of the stealthy
and underhand manner in which théy are gone
about, Certainly had the questions referring to
the colleges been left to be discuased by, and voted
upon by the courts of the Church before they were
unl;da‘vcry different results might have been
reache

Before the Augmentation Fund was established
the Church spent some years in discussing in her
courts the best method of securing the object
almed xt, and no doubt this prepared the Church
for the entertaining of the question. And the
Church would hava2 been still better prepared for
it had it been lauached in a manner different
from what It was, had a hasty verdict upon the
qumlon not been snatched from the Assembly,

‘here are some at least in the Church growing
tired of this manner of setiling great questions;
and it is to be hoped that men may yet riso up
among us great enough to know their own
weakness, great enough to be able to stand cor-
rected and 1o think of others as highly as of them.
selves, great enough to put the cause of the Church
at Iarge before their own hobby and their own
opinion. The great remedy for all that we come
plain of is to make Jess of man in the Church and
more of Christ. ‘The scheming of wite and good
men, however piously intended, Is no substitote
for Divine guldance. Our Church's difliculty js
that we are apt to mistake human machinations
and very wise and politic devices for Divine guid.
Ings and ordinances, and 30 we land in places of
darkness and confusion.

Oar Pastors and Blders are neither ungenerous
nor unwise. They are worthy to be irusted with,
and competent to settle all the questioas Qod is
calliog them to settle in the great work that has
been glven them to do. Let then the public busi.
ness of the Church be thrown open ta discussion
in every detall.  Let no would.be leaders be per.
mitted to establish themselves in seats of govern.
ment. Let all the gifis In the Church contribute
to her work and a aplrit of unity and progress and
sympathy will be devaloped that does not exist
oow, This day will come whenthe Eldership both
Eﬁd and unpald will take a greater interest in the

hurch than they do now, when mea will support
measures with eatire {ndependence of judgment
when deference to authority, and pasition, uui
large salaries, and looking to man for promotics,
are set avide and the work pursued ﬂtn A single
eyo to the glory of God. ANl honour to whom
honour is dus. But let the question be intelligently
sattled to whom Is honour dus and what amount

of it, and for what ?
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CHAPTER VII.—=Continuud.

M Ithas been so strange that Hester's intimate
friead should be unknown (o me—you have been
?lndho:', Mrs. Harels, you know,” and Grace
sughed,

Iﬁ!u Denston smiled faintly, and only replied
“Qivo my love to dear Fcster. 1 know she will
bo sorry to have been out when I needed her.’

There wava iecullar suggesion of appropiiation
In the tone In which this was sald, which impresesed
Grace with surprise, and a shadow of annoyance,
and which she felt could not be watranted, She
turned to Phillp Denston, who was standing near,
and sald—

*Will you let me give you some sal-volatile for
use to-night?’ we have some in the house |
know, if you would not mind coming over with
me for it.”

“Thank you,” Denston said. '] will come with
you,»

The two passed out together Into a clear moonlit
night. Denston drew a long breath, and lnoked
up at the sky, whe-e the clouds were acuddu,,
before the wind,

" This is relreshing,” he said,

" Yes, the atmospbere of your room is very op:

recaive,” aaid Grace. ' tnit good for yoursiater?

o you like it? I could scarcely breathe.”

He gave & short faugh,

“Why, your sister enjoys i, | fancy.”

Y Our tastes are not at alt the same,” said Grace,
emphatically,

“You do seem to differ, certainly. "

“ Do you think women all alike, then, that you
seem 20 surpsised 2 asked Grace, mm!ly.

“ Are they not "

Grace had knocked, and sho now heard steps
coming along the passage which were certatnly not
Kitty's; and beln enFaEcd in wondering what
could be the meaning of this, she scarcely at the
time heard Mr. Denston’s dry question, though
alterwards it came back to her recollection.

But In-order to explain the measing of the
sounde which 30 surprised Grace, we must recount
what had happened to Kitty n her absence. For
the firet quarter of an hour all weat well in No. 47,
nor deserted by so many of,its inmates, Kitty
read her book, and thought the time would very
quickly pass until Grace's rotum. She had tried
to thiok of something nice, and rathee paughty, to
do, such an unlnspacied opporiunity :being rare,
but no pleasant mischief had suggested jtes!f;
besldes which anything which involved an excur-
sion into dark and lonely reglons would have been
& doubtful jof. At the end of the second quarter
of an hour Kitty thought she heard a noise, and
she put down ber book to listen. Mr, Waterhouss
was not stizdng; all was silent. Could it be pos-
sible he had gone out without being heard? q?h'c
clock on tho stalrs seemed to be ticking In & quite
extraordinary Jashion ; it had certainly never made
such a notes before, She was ot frightencd, but
;ltl.:: l:o an to feel a8 if sho knew what it would be

o
& hymn tane, but the sound of her own voice was
surprisingly unpleasant, so she stopped. She scon
began to feel obliged to persuade herself that she
was not frightened, and, when that atage was
come, Kitty's nerve was gone. Towards the end
of the third quarter of an hourshe did hear a nolee,
real and not imaginary. Mr. Watethouse had
opened his door, and was comiang down.staice ; he
must be going out. Oh, tereor ! that could not be
allowed 1 Kitty flew to the door. Yes, there he
was, taking his stick from the umbrella stand.

‘0O, please,” she cried, with a little pant,
“ would you mind not golng out? I should be 10
frightened 1" There was & very dim light in the

ssage (for economy’s sake} and, for & momant,
E:lurhouu did not understand the position of

“l

* s that Miss Kate?" he asked, coming forward,
“ What 1s that you say—that you are frightened

He actually took both Kitty's haods in his own,
and drew her into the our,

“Oht what would Grace say to this?* flashed
thmufh Kitty's mind ; but at present sho was
::loig ad to be comforted to think much of retri.

tion.

4 And have they left you all alonein the houss ¥
he continued, locking down at her with kindly
amusement, just Jike the big elder brother that
Kitty bad always looged to have, and for whick
loann she had been 30 often laughed at by her
eider sisters.

“ Grace and I were left at home to keep house,”
shig replied, looking up, blushingly, bat frankly;
* but Ence has been called ocut to see some ove
who is ill, and who lives opposite.”

Hare Waterhouse nodded, as if he understood
all about this some one.

“ Sha will not be long, if you would not miod
stayiog In till she comes. But perhaps you were
‘oi? Iout to do somethingimportant,” Kitly addaed,
tim

¥.

“ Not 1,” sald Waterhouse, with a resswuring | had

amile. “I was only golng to post some lettern”

He put down his bat and stick, which he had
brought in with him, on thetable, and sald—

"‘nd now, Miss Kate, In return for my protec.
tion, how are you ns to entertain me ¥

“Ohl pleass,” sald Kitty, impulsively, “m
name is not Kat y calls me Kate, and
don't like It at all.”

‘Why, what {a it thea ?*

“ Kitty,” sald the little maiden, who had all at
once recovered her sell-consciousness, and spoke
in ashamefaced voice, with downcast e?m.

« May Icall you Kitty ? That'a capital | lam
sure we shall be frlends,” said Watethouse, seat:
ing himaclf before the Gre, and drawing Kiity to a
chalr, with friendly pressure.

Oh ! what would Grace say when she came 1o
kaow that Kitty had given the lodger leave to drop
the formal “ miss,” and call her by her pet house-
hold name? And she had never—no, never }—
meant him to stay down here in the parlour,
Would Qrace And him here ?  All the comfort of
Me. Watethouse's presence fled before this terrible

thought.

““a(on'l you "rlaz to me? asked Waterhouss,
glaacing towards the open plano.

“0 lgdon't play much,” said Ritty, dlushing;
“i!"il Hester who plays so well. Sho t2aches

MI
+ Oh, it is Hester who plays,is it ? That {e the

frightened. ~She humnsgd a tiitle bit-of |

“She s not so clever In that, though she is In
everything else,” seplied Kitty, warming up and
orning het cyes wide, * Graco can do anythlog
sho likes,"

“And what does she like to do?*  \Waterhouse
looked a very Interested listener, andan interested
listener on a favourite topic I {neplzing, .

“Oh, she likes reading Prench and Qerman
when we can get tlio books ¢ that is in the clever
way, you know; Lut she likes cooking, and
that kind of thing, qulte as much, if not more.”

“ Cooking 1’

“ Yes, she does all the cooking neatly.”

“ Doca sho cook my dinners }

1 Oh, I ought not to havo sald that,” sald Kitty,
recollecting herself,

“\Why not * asked \Waterhouse, but he did not
preas his question, seeing Kitty's confusion? 't But
At least you ¢ould siny e & hymn,” ho said *'[
am not a ﬁre.u critic—come ;* and ho rote and
went to the plano. Kilty followed, feeling that
after all there would bo less fear of her commitiing
hezself there than in conversation. So she found
& hymn and began to sing It, and Watethouse
added the bass, and a ver{ mallow pleasant bass it
was, When It was finished he sald, stretching
himself comfortably ia his chalr—

** Now, this Is pleasant ; why, you might bs my
ilitle slster.”

Kitty smiled Shyly, but she was finding it very
pleasant too. Grace said it was not nice lo have
anything to do with men, but Kitty.was beginning
2 disagreo with ber. Everything about Mr,
W 2terhouse was nica—seemed, that Is, so sirong
and easy and kind, with a certain difference from
anything she was accustomed to—a difference
altogether pleasing,  She looked at the muscular
vigorous haod which rested on the piaso-lid

at a different band from Hestor’s long white
one, or Orace's tiny brown smooth one, ~r herown,
which was not very pretty at present ! Thete was
somcething quite fascinating for her in watching it
movements. Dut when would Grace come back?
And at the very moment, as I In answer to the
question, there came a knock at the street door,
which could be no other than Orace's. Kitty's
heart be'zan to flutter wildly.

* Oh | Grace has come back now J'hddn't you
better go up-stairs "' desperation lending her thé
courage to suggest the course. .

But the todger sald, ** No; why should 17" and
f{ave her a surprised glance, which made

itty feel that she had suggested something rather
meap. i
“1'll go to the door,” continued Mr. * Water
house ; aud be strods off before Kitty could regaln
enough presence of mind to stop him, .

When Grace saw who it was that opsned the
doar for her, she exclalmed—

Ok, Mr. Watethouse ! [ am .nrr;.you should
have beea troubled. Where is Kitty

%1 have beso siiting with her; she was a little
timld—=— Hulloa’} Why, s it you?" he cried,
as Grace's companion came forward into the light.
" ou Jivo in this part of the world 27 )

4 | {ive over the way,” said Denstos.

 Capital | you must como and: set me in my
tooms up-staire. Miss Norris, | owe this fellow a
rudge, for 1 kept him waiting four hours for me
the sther evening, and my.coascience - atill shoaris
At the remembiance, Can you come up sl
now, M’r. Denston, or'are you engaged

Denston sxplalned the circumstances §
which he hid left home, but promised to dgegp
some early ovening, and Watethouse went out to
post his letters,

“ That is a good-hearted fellow,” sald Denaton,
in & kind of abrupt confidential burst.

“ Oh, he [s too rid':{." replied Orace, carelesaly,

“ You do not like rich pooslo ™

% | have not had much 10 do with them,” Grace
lnughed. ] don't think I am sorry,”

“That la & strange distaste for a woman.”

“1 don't think you know much about women
Mr. Denston,” Grace replied, In a tone which had
a little rebuff {n it,

Denston had the sal-volatlie now, and la took
his leave with thanks and a bow to Grace which
included Kitty, who bad besa: looking on vecy,
much surprised. Then came Kitty's eaplanation,
which ended piteously.

4 Oh, Grace, ] could not help.{t, couldl? I
could not know be would have come [a here”

“ No, I suppose not, you little waladrofte”

Kitty got no further scolding,but Graceshrugged
her shoulders and muttered, * The thin.edge of
the wedge.”

Rrs

-

CHAPTER X,
A BREACH MEALED.

When Hester came homne and heard of what bad
happened in ber absence, she did not-say vety
much : the fact being that she hardly know whethar
to be glad or sorry, that the long postponed intro-
duction of ber frend to 1he acquaintance. of the
family had taken gllﬁ& It was well that the ?allr
inevitable ordeal had been gone through, but she
shrask painfully from the lively comments hkely to
adorn Grace's tale, and the future referances to be
made by that young mocker, for Hester was not
without unackmwleigtd misgiviog that bey friend
vulnerable points. -But Qiace was unusally
sober about the matter, and told her story in quite
a matter-of-fact way. Possibly, io her heightened
colour and apprehensive ghnce, Hester made evi.
dent her sensitiveness,and Grace never used barbed
arrows. ;

“] am glad you have seen Hester's friend,” sald
Mra, Norris. *¢ 1 think it Is much better for dsto
koyw them.”

41 am sure they are Interestiog pe
Grace, *“ though 1 saw o littls of them, I could be
qQuite sure they ware aot commonplace.”

Y Friends," repeated Hester, with emphasis;
‘*and fAsy / 1 konow very little of Miss Denston's
brother, and have no wish to kaow more.”

“ He bas not the most genial of manners, cer-
tainlz but I liked his attentiveness to his sister
and hls evident ;ivlngvup of bis tastes to Lers.”

. Hester smiled. * You do not seem to haveread
his character very cleverly.”

“ Then, is It weakness that induces him-to sit
without remonstrance in that stifiing atmesphare,
and to atay at homo nursing his sister? Ifso, it ls
rather pitlable.”

Hester paused for a moment before replying, as
if dismissing all argomaents, **1 dislike him" "She
felt areluctance to disclosingher friend's zonfidmce
concerniog her Urother’s conduct and disposition.
Whatever impresalons Grace had formed of Mia
Denston’s character, on being brought 1pto. per«
sanal relations with her, and whether they.con.
firmed or corrected: formar ones, she was quite

1all alster, im't {t?  And does'nt your sister Grace
play I '

silent on the subject.  Hester felt grateful to- her

.| the estrengement,  There is a lutle rift within the

for so much reticence, for it would have been pain.
ful 1o her 10 have Mjss Denston discussed in the
family, and the fecling gave a fresh Impulse to the
better understanding which seemed fnsensibly 1o
have spmng.ug of lato between the two. What
that betier undcrstanding consisted In, and what
had been its origin, it would be hard to say; but
when our hearis of & sudden turp with more lovlnlg
comprehension to those who live at our side, s it

enerally a definito explanation that does the work?
NO more than it is a definlte quarecel which cauvees

lute, and the resalt Is broken muslc, and the rift
comes ono knows not how. And co tos comes the
mending—a glance, a loving touch, or tone, and
wo are at ohe again ; thus sight and Iminaterial
ate the links between splrit and aplrt, and vet
stronger and more enduring than cable.chain when
life’s straln comes to test them. Then why should
we E"{,wi‘h our Jove as some of us Jdo, humour a
slight here, or & jealousy there, until we learn to
doubt whether we love at all 7 Like chaff before
the wind docs all such (imsy substance iy whan
tha storms of life beat downupon us ; then we find
that love is (ounded on & rock, Let us then in falr
wenther take all the swest daily comfort of our
familiar household love, end mar It by na wanton
small mbsgivings. DBut s love we need much tzuat
o7 the love will be a vravering, sclf-lormenting
thing, Hester had livtfe ttust, and Grace had much,
therefora Hlester required many proofs and constant
signs of tho love that Grace was content to know
was there. And the improvement in their selations
ust now was due to the llitle awakening Hester
ad given to Grace's perceptions the day of the
discussion concernlng Mr. Waterhouse.” Grace
bad felt for long that all was not sight with Hester,
but Hester herse!f had taken care that no one
should see Into her heart, But she had allowed
Grace that day a little peep ioto that closely.shut
region, and Grace, though little gueuing all that
lay thercin, sought to atonc and comfort by an
unwontedly caressing manaer.

A day or two after this Suanday evening, she
came upon Hester seated alone in the twilight, her
hands folded before her, and her face tumeﬁ to the
fire, obriously lost in melancholy revetle, Grace
came behind and put her two hands on Hester's
shoulders.

“Here Is Heater, spinning her cobwebs as
usual,” she exclaimed, lightly. Hester imprisoned
the small brown hands, whose touch was as light
and quick as a bird'’s, in her own large and more
repossful oncs.

" And hers 1s Peasblossom, as usual, ¢ccme to
blow them away,” she said, smitiog,

Grace broke away, and came round to Hester’s
slde and seated herself,

“ Before 1 blow them away, let me koow what
they were.”

ester sighed=—'* Only thoughts of nothing in
particular,”

* But you looked melancholy.”

“Did b"

“You arc always melancholy, aren't you,
Hester ?*

> sald {7°
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~ §abbath 8chool Work.
- I;ESSON H-ELPS.
(Selacted from Feleulil.)

SRCOND QUARTFR,

THE WORD MALE FLESH,

Lesson I, April 4th, John 1, 1-18; mem
verses 1-§,

GOLDEN TEXT.—"The Word was 1|
flesh, and dwrelt among us."—~Joha L., 14.

Jonn TuE ArostiE={1) Born at Bethsald
Galllee. (2) His parents were  Zebedee
Salome. (3) He was born probably between
1 and 35, the youngest of tho apostles, (4} }
tives. —1lis mother was probably the sister ol
Virgin Mary (compare Matt. xxvii, ?6. with
%)%y 48) ; hence he was first cousin of Jesus, a1
more distant cousin of Jokn the Bapitst. He
a brother James. (5) He was brought up i¢
father's business of hshing in the sea of Gal
(6) 1t is probable that he never martded. (7)
was & disciple of John, and one of the eatliest
raost intimate disciples of Jesus, (8) John
ably remained in Palestioe tll aficr the destrue
of Jerusalem ; then he went to Ephesus, was
ished to the isle of I'atmos by Nero, returne
Ephesus, A.D. 6.7, and died there about .
9{ agui go 1o %5. (9} Writings.=—The Go
A.D, 80 or Xo bree episties, and 1be boo
Revelation, A.D. yo:¢6,

TiR GosPel OF JONUN.—i. Author—Jchn,
Language—Greek, 3. Date of writing=A.D.
90. 4. Place of wnting—probably Ephesus.
Sources—it was probably the record of his pre
ing about Jesus.
EELys OvER HARD PLACES.~), The Word:
divine Jesus, who became man (v, 11). He
called the J¥erd becavse He reveals to us
thadghts and feelings of God, av our words re
our thoughts. WA God: distinct from God,
get God Himsell, 4. Theliferwasthe light of »
Y Flving spiritual life, He *nables usto seen
tual things. Dcad things cacnot see. Asa i
person, He teaches, He gives us an example,
Darknest: of sin and ignorance. Compre
did nat receive it and thereby become light.
IHis own : especially the Jews, 12, Soms:child
13. Not o' blaod @ not by natural descent. We
not God's children because our parents are.
of thd will of the flesk . not by our natogal w
We cannot make ourselves the children of ¢
Nor by the will of man: nor can others makes
0. 14. Madeflesh : became mao,  Flesk loch
our whole human nature, bodJ' and soul, Gr
God's favour freely given, and henco the bles
and joyous élm of that love, especially spiri
gifts. "18, Gracefor grace: Gracs added to gn
grace the mean of fucther grace ; agrace in us
ruponding:'o each grace in Him. 18. Seew G
His fall beigbtsess, His perfect character
plans. They had seen only hints revealed

Hester's semsitive ear caught a suggestion of :

i : them. /e Aaih deciared Him: Jasus shows
N’f"i:?;g: ‘&:'é::’:o?:r?flo:m.mw " what Qod js, 80 that fow we have ssen more
CWhich is best ?” : Ged., .+ . .. S L N
"" qtlo;wsl:ntbnwo,porhl s 1 donot . S

. . e, W AR
i 2o seic o ] ey P R
s a paos. f Grace n & . 9%
Kged -tone, “there aru few people, ]d’.hogm ry of Chrlst.—Grace and truth.—No »
who have nothingto sadden them ; but real | bath seen God. ‘ '
troubles do not make o€ melancholy; they are too | LxAxN pY HEART Jobn i, 1.4, 3314,
had for that; It is only sentimental troubles coe QUESTIONS.

likea to dwell on. You are often sufleriog from
sehnswchrke(t, Hester, and every one has to dree
that weird when young.” ’

Grace spoke in & tone of quiet conviction, and
Hester, who was given to fesiing that Grace was
very .guaﬁ and that she hersal! was muck beyond
har sister In maturity of experience, found herself
suddanly impressed, without her will, by & sense
that Grace was very far beyond her on the path of
Jife. She had before now experienced this sudden
sansation, which was as if & glittering sutface were
to part and for o moment reveal depths below.
When Hester's"best feelings wers called out she
wae very generous, and thers was something In
Grace's manser which did call forth the best i her,
in spite of what she might have resented in it ae
patronage. Hor criticism was disarmed. She felt,
without reasoniog, that she had been .upjust to
Grace. She Jeaned’'forward and rested her two
arme on Grace's knee, and looked up Into her faca
with & rush of emotion whizh she could neverhave
expressed in worde, Herusually expressionless face
was beautiful, flooded, as it was, by appealing and
remorseful affection, She was, at lasy, turning to
Grace to help her against the very disaffaction
which had been sublly cteeplog over her feelings
towards ber. The two looked at each other for
some ‘moments, Grace's eyss compelled by the
yearning gaze of the other, and though she could
tot understand all there wasip it, she bad not a
tature which could be uprioved by its magnetic
power. Then they kissed each other, and sat
silently for a time. Not a word more was said.
Two minutes had gone by, In which two gicls had
kissed each other. That was all that had passed
in the outward world, but spiritéal expetience does
not teasure {tself by the clock.

Philip Denston kept 1% promise he had made
to.-Waterhouse of coming to ses him. The first
time Waterthouse was qut; the second call was
more succeesful, The clock was siriking cine as
he was shown into the drawing.room Number 47.
He apoisgired for the lateness of the hour. “1
saldom leave wotk biclore eight,” he said.
Waterhouss stared at him. '¢ And what time do
u begin ¥
“ At nine. 1 often box the compass from nine
to nloe.” He sdded, secing considerable surprise
in Waterhouse's face, ** That's pot ia the routine,
of course, It includes extra work—copying.”

“ Copying! Goodness, what drudgery I

(To de continned)

* 1118 HIGK TIME TO AWAKE OUT OF SLERP.”
~—Not loag ago we asked s brother why he did not
take part In the prayer-meetings of our church,
‘To which be replied that he was 10 constiiuted
that he could not do it from sheer nervousnass
We ware surprised at this, as wo knew that he was
aman of aflalrs, and one who had been In the
habit of speaking in public, at Jeast in small politi-
cal i:theﬂagi. No doubt the brother was slocere’
In his statement, bat be did not know that he was
{alling sn Ais slrep ¢ the tirae, Since then he has
arcused out of sleep.und now his volce is steady
and his words are fitly spoken in the assembly of
the saintg. We have no doubt the same would be

INTRODUCTORY.—Give & brief bhistory of
apostle John, What books of the Bible did
weite? Tell what you can about the Gospel
cording to John.

SUBJECT : CUR DIVINE SAVIOUR,

I. WHo Hx Was (vs. 1.3}=—Who was
Word? Why is He so called? What proofs
wu find in thesa varses of the divinity of Chr

hiat eles do you learn about Him? What
vantages to us in haviog a divioce Saviour?
1f jesun Christ made the world, can there be
coflict between true science and the Bible? |
does the fact that He made the world make
study of nature more interesting and more help
11. WHAT Mk DORS FOR MAN (VS. 4 §, T4
What two thinks Christ does for us are mentle
in v. 47 What kind of life is-glven by H
(E b.ﬁ, 1; 1 Jobn v, trez3) What fs meant
light ? 'Where docs the light abine? Whai
meant by darkness ¥ What lisht did Christ bi
tous? For whom {s it meant ¢ Who bore wits
to thia light ?
Are there many things we need to kaow wl
we xould not find out by ourselves? What
somc of them? How has lhr*oi ) been pro
:oibe the ?tlght forevery man? s tk!s a proof1
t is teve

111. Souz ReJRCT HiM (vs. 10, I1)=Wh
meant by the world 7 Undar what cbligation w
they to receive Christ? How did they
Him? Who are meant by * His own”? Ur
what special obligations were they to Him 2 (
., 1-4; Deut. xxxil., 1-161 I3 rejecting Ch
mean as well as wicked ?

1V. WHAT HE DORS FOR THOSE WHO RECKE
Hix (vs, 1218} =What did He do for those 1
received Him? What ars some of the privile
of being children -of God? (Rom. wiit, 14
How cap we” bécome children of God? ‘Nha
meant by “ the Word was made Sesh™? Of w
was He full ? What (s grace? What have
received from Him ? ‘How.docs Jesus reveal {
tous? What reasons do you find in this lesson
loving and trusting Jesus.

PRACTICAL SUGGRSTIONS.

1. God's great love to us in seading a div
Saviour,

11. How great must be tbe evil and  danger
sin to tequite such a Saviour!

111, Since \be same Jesus made the world s
brought the gospel, they nust be in harmooy.
I\I:. Oor four great needs—life, light, gn
truth, R

V. Sin is not only wicked, but mean.

VI. 'The great privileges of the children of C
—they are heirs of His love, His care, Hia char
ter, His bome.

VII. We become His children by faith in Jes
and regeneration by the Spirit of

il

— What do you think would d¢ the resulf l/:v
weder of the CAwrck increased Ait swbscription

true of bundreds of Christiaa men' if they. were
folly awake.— Words and Weapone,' Cr

me
the Missions Scheme by fen' contt 1
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THURSDAY, MARCH 25711, 1886

AN (DMIRABLE PAPER, AND REMARK:
ABLY ClIEAR™

In the dully course of business we teceive from sub-
op Sl Lnx thelr subacriptions many kind words of
ehitoursrement to all of whom w ire necese
_ AR 10 Juakd {udivldual reply. For atl éscsunng:
1o’ worZf we také oocaston 1o state here that we are
deeply graieful. To the press of the country also we are
Indebted fot many kindly notices which are all the more
acceptable to us {n that they are spoatsnecus. The fol-
lowing from the Orillia Packet of the 12th lnst, a news-
pepce whosé commendation we are glad to think we
deserve, we may be purdoned for quoting, expressing
a3 it does, the feellog of the piess of the country towards
us,.and defining exactly ous own posmstion, and juntifying
us in seeking to malntaia ity

* A neat town reader writes 1 * In convenation with s
brother Presbyterian the other day I learned that be did
not (ake 16 any chbursh paper, for the reaton, a3 he sald,
that theyare all too dear.  $2 & year do>s seem high, [
mvat cotfess, when we got large clty weeklica and excel.
fent local papers hike the Facdet for $t3 buot, as 1
explained to nz feiend, there s an admirable Prosby.

A paper pa ls Toconto—the Prrsavrenian
RRVIEW—at the same rate, only $t & year. Now [ whall
take it & favourif you will mention this fact in the Facie,
a8 po doubt many Presbyterian resders of your paper wmll
be Induced thereby to send for specimen copies, and
ultlmately to mbwribe.' We bave moch pleassre in
complying, ‘The Ravizw I3, as our cotrespondent says,
an admirable paper, and remarkably cheaap.  Specimen
copies may be oltsined by sending a post-card to Pars.
SYTERIAN Revizw, Totonto

ANOTHER KIND ACT,

The lollowing Jetter addressed to the Masaper speaks
for ftsell. As a bit of good missionary wotk It Jeserves
special mentlon and frafeation ¢

1133 DozcHestar St., MoXTRERAL,
March 19th, 1886,

Drax Siz, =1 kave moch pleasure fo eocloting five
dollars for gratuitous circalation of the PREASYTRRIAN
Revizw, a3 supgested tn & paragraph of Lhis number.

Yours very sincerely,
« A.B!.,Ma\cnt.

NEW LIGHT ON THE BIBLE.

AST Saturday there was delivered in Univer-
sity College, Toronto, the first of a series
Jeciures that mark an epoch in university
studies, and tink together in & manner that must
be gratilying t2 all interested in the education
of the country the truths of the Christian
seligion as revealed in the Bible, and historic
truth as r¢vealed by science. Dz McCurdy, the
newly appointed Lecturer in Onental Literature,
who las lately delivered, 2t our teadent are
aware, the ' Stone” lectures with pronounced
success at Princeton, has been induced to repeat
in a condensed form the mostimportant facts and
principles enunciated in the lectures.  We had
the pleasure of being present 2t the lecture and
were much impressed by the cwident interest
taken in the subject by the public, as manifested
by a representative and most  appreciative
audience.

The subject of the lecture was the History of
Assyria and Babylonia, with an Introduction on
the Geography and Ethnology of Old Testa-
ment iands. The conde character of the

clude the possilility of our giving anything like
a full analysis ot it. Morcover, cien the fullest
report would be wanting in one essential feaure
of the accasion, unless there could be presented
at the rame time an oulline of the large and

| beautiful historic map specially &rqmcd for the

clucidation of the guographical basls of the facts
atet arguments,  We shall therefore coutent
oursclves with calling attention to one or two

salient points as indicating tho general scope of

Dr. McCurdy's discourse.

Although the lecturer took evident pleasure
In showing how the inscaiptions throw light on
many passages of classical history and mythology,
yet the audience did not fail to understand that
the main value of these monuments consists in
their illustration and confirmalion of Sacred
ITistory and Vrophecy.

Tt was made evident, for example, how many
important chironological data have been afforded
by the cunciform records for- the supplementing
of the confessedly defective traditional chron.
More important still {s the clearing up
of manyobscuriticsand diflicuttics in the Old Tes.
tament history, duc to the fragmentary and purely
theocratic character of Old ‘L'estament lustotical
composition.  For exawple, the biography of
the Father of the Faithlul receives its historica)
back-zround and setting from contemporaty
inscraptions only lately recovered.  “The relations
between Syria and Jsracl m the critical times of
Ahab and Jebu are set tn much fuller and clearer
irght, Ahab belng shown to have been aciually an
ally of Syna against Assyna, and the arrogant
and impetuous Jchu being presented in the
light of a fawning suppliant before the Assyrian
monarch.  The most important epoch in the
pelitical Iustory of Assyiia, namely, the new
policy introduced by Tiglath Pileser 11, in 745
B. C., appears as the great determining factor in
the whole subsequent. history ol Israel and
Judah. The essence of that policy was the
treatment of tributary and subject states; the
system of deporting conqucred rebels to distant
parts of the empire, and colonizing the desolated
provinces with the inhabitants of other subju-
gated dustricts, explaing the fate of Samatia in
nts fall, and even the character of the Samaritats
up to the ttme of Christ. It explaing -also the
checkered history of Judah from the time of
Ahaz to the end of the Babylonian exile, In
connection with the fall of Samaria it may be
observed the inscriptions fully confirm the fair
inference from Biblical statements, that there
was 1o wholesale deportation of the ple of
Israel, and thus give the death-blow to the Anglo-
Israel theory.

The paramount value of the inscriptions for
the elucidation of Prophecy is conspicuously
shown in the fulness with which they treat the
affars of Judah and Jerusalem in the days of
Hezckish, Isalah and Sennacherits 5}
evidential rays of history meet, as i ‘
focus to sct in & vivid ight- the re ’
nachetib, to indicate the supremacy X
and to attest the sacredgess and verity of the
Prophetic Word. The most important pant of
Isaiah’s earlier ?mphcdu cannot, it is perfectly
evident, be at all properly understood without'a
knowledge of the political relations of Assyria,
Babyloniz, Palestine and Egypt, to which the
inscriptions furnish the key, The prophecies of
Ezckiel and Jeremizh with regard to the for-
tunes of Egypt find their only historical confir-
mation in the Babylonian records.  Perhape the
fullest and most surprising of all the new
disclosures of these monumehts is the infor-
mation which they afford respecting the early
history of Cyrus, and especially his conquest of
Babylonia and the capiure of the city of Baby-
L, events which are narrated by Cyrus himself
with circumstantial minuteness. While the old
classical legends with regard to this greatest of
2l the rulers of the East are thus completel
disproved, the revelation which is made regard-
ing his origin, his life-work and his character,
gives the only true explanation of the striking
prophecies of Israel concerning him and of his
divinely-guided and momentous action in restor-
ing the people of God to their own land and the
seat of their ancient worship.  Finally, the. pro-
phecies respecting the fall of Babylon, which
echo on even to the close of the New Tertament
revelation, receive new significance ' from the
picture which the inscriptions present of Baby-
lon in the days of her ﬂor{ and her pride, and
z‘f’ ;he moral causes which led 1o her unexampled

It was announced that the second lecture,
which will be illustrated with the sciopticon, will
be delivered on next Saturday at 3 p. m,, onthe
subject : *The Babylonian Civilization, Litera-
!lt:re and Relciig‘gorﬂi. 'iltlh the B'Nldchal;;:ud:f
illusteatin efly the openin
Gc:mis."g From {rhat the gle:' g’mk ress has
said of this lecture, we should judge that.it pre-
sents to all scholars many features of  special
interest.

: L':‘n-l .

CRUROH UNION.

N view of the recent concerted action at
Otiaxa of Presbyterians and Methodists in
Home Mission wotk, and the statement of what
has bccia) d{){,le rdthrough Presbﬁcri:: :&ro;l in
apan, Dr. Wardrope's paper, reprodu 'rom
]TJ{fln&knrrnf. ot:\e uniornmin forvign mission
work, will be read with much interest. The
stor; of what has been accomplished in Chine
and Japan has naturally raised the question of
union in mission work in the various evangeli
churches of the United Statesand Canada; and
the enquiry naturaily arises, Why should there
be any longer an effort on the part of the Chris-
tian Church at work in the Foreign Mission
field, 1o make those to whom thcz send the Gos-

lecture and the vast array of facts preseated pre-

[:l\'d " Reformed Presbyterians,” or  Cumbet-
Presbyterians,” and not simply, Christians

‘The lack of unity amongst the various organiza.
tlons at worh in the forcign field, and the per-
petuation there of the difierences and rlvalnes
that mark them at homwe, are acknowledged to
be stumbling blocks to the heathen, and the
source of great loss of energy and means (o the
whole Chststian Church,

Eserywhere at home the evils deplored by
nussionanes are scen In an intensitied form,
Every town and hamlct has {is four or five deno-
minatfons, dolng at great eapense, and often
with unscemly sivalues and jealousies, what
could much better it is ofien sald, and perhaps
more frequently feli, be done by ene. s L,
Wardrope's statement, that in places with not
more than filtcen hundred or two thousand in
habitants are to be scen an Lipiscopal, a Mctho-
dist, a Congregational, a Baptist, and a Preshy-
terian church, is cettaivly true of hundreds of
Maces iu Canada, and no doubt 13 «\ually true
of the United States, it is not much wonder
that the profane person and the scoffer should
often have occasion to turp into a taunt the
words, “Sce how these Christians love one
another.”  T'he attitude of the different denomi-
nations towards cach other in the same towa is
oftzn most deplorable, There are envyings, jeal-
ousics, backbitings, detractions, and everything
that tends to destroy the Christian graces It
would often appear as if the natural guides of
the people In religion took measuzes to perpet-
nate these divisions, and thought it their duty
to break down all approaches to comity and
union. lHence the strange spectacle is often
witnessed of the vatious scetions of the Christian
Church becoming more and more widely separ-
ated from one another. It is not much wonder
then, that good mien, without any diminution of
loyalty to their own particular church, should
enquire if there It nol among the various
branches of thé Christian Church some pos-
sible ground of nnion upon ¢ssentials, and that
what has been so successfully accomplished
amongst the scattered branches of the same de-
nomination should not be aimed at amongst the
denominations themselves.  The Jndependent,
in commenting on Dr. Wardiope’s paper, can
see and docs sec bt little difference in the,the
ology of the five or six churches that go to make
up the religious population of one of our towns,
bﬁmadnys there 13 not, it is urged, so' much .en-
quiry into the basis of ‘denominational belicf as
once prevailed. Contraversial works are bLut
teldom read, and take no hold an the minds of
the young From controversy the pendulum
has swung to practical religion, and the influeoce
of the movement is saen everywhere, It is most
significant that many leaders of opinion every-
where are seeking to find- common standing-
round, where but a-few years ago they were

ooking only {of missiles to fling at each other.
3 sWiges pestimients should continue to grow,
Voo R asks, is to hinder two ot three
: W% of . sps -apurches {rom being combined
osndsin‘the Home Missicn fields the
churches thus united, Instead of continuing to
be the recipients of ald from mission bosrds,
from becoming not only sell-supporting but aid-
giving.  Union in the Home Mission field
would, it {s thought, produce union in the For.
cign Minsion field, and these being consum-
mated, the Christian Church would move on,
conquering the whole wo;ﬁ for Christ.

Such Is the picture that rises before the minds
of men who see in this method a plan for the
Acomplishment of the Lord's deugn for His
people, ¥ “That they may all be one.” To the
reatization of this plan there are of course im.
mense practical obstacles, but to hold this before
us as an ideal is certainly desirable, a3 it would
infuse hope and courage into the hearts of those
who yearn and labour for the ultimate union of
all branches of the Church of Christ, We do
not think it st all probable or practicable that a
union of all the desominations will take place in
the Lear future, but we can see no reason for
not hoping that in time-the number of the deno-
minations will be much teduced.

THE LENGTH OF SERMONS.

‘HE Gbé¢ of Saturday bas an sriicle on
' presching which is worthy of attention, It
ventures to assert that there is as much unrest in
the churches as in the world, and that radical
teforms are a3 necessary-in the one sphere as in
the other, but after all only condescends to
meution one great cause of dissatisfaction
among church-goers, namely, the length of the
sermon.  Now, we do not know where the
writer.Of that article worthips, but we are quite
confident he can find no preacher in this city
who presches longer than thinty or forty
minutes } and we know further, that the average
length of sermons in our day, in any of our evan-

elical churches, will scarcely touch the hall
gour. Does it not strike the Glode as a little
peculiar that there should be such a demand for
short sermons among a people who accept with-
out & murmur such intolerably long as
coutinually fill its columns? If audiences can
be found to listen to political harangues for two
ot three hours, it cannot be from any mental
inability that they weary of a half hout's
sermon.

The fact is, the difficulty doee not lic in the
pulpit but in this, that the bulk of the church-
going, people are not really interested 'in the
subjects (ﬂscu wed If men only desired a
literary treat o7 a good moral essay,of course they
would want it short and sweet ; but if they really
desited to become cilizens of Christ’s kingdom,
and truly felt their need of the great salvation,

 woul] not measure the sermon by minutes
but would listen with such eagerness as would
make them utterly oblivious to the flight of time.
Suppose the writer of Saturdsy’s article aitended
<hurch last Sabbath big with the consciousness
of having set forth to the worid the great cause

i
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of unrcst In the churchies, what prospect, we
ventuee to ask, was there of s recelving benefit
from the sermon? Firsl, we fear he would
look at his watch the moment the sezmon began,
fnstead of Jooking [nto his Bible to sce where '
the text was.  ‘Uhen he would find in the min-
ister's style aud #lips of grawmac ond of anguage
the promise of new opportunity of cracking the
cduonal whip over the head of the poor
preacher.  Then he would find himself sweetly
nodding assentein his sleep—~to the carnest
cxhortatlons  which brought the sermon to a
close, and would wake up to look at the watch
again and matk the fact that the saimon had
actually occupied forty minutes, a circumstance
56 shocking as rcally 10 be worthy of the
strongest protest,

Iut, seriously, let us ask the G/Ads s there
any other kind of public speech that is so meas-
ured jn our day asit wishes 1o mcasure sermons?
Are the lawyers himited In advocating their
clicnts' claims, or the poluicians in defending
their principles, 1o a maximum of thirty minutes
on pain of wearying their audiences? s it not
the case that the importance of the suhljcct and
the gravity of the issues at stake settle the minor

uestion of the Iength of time to be occupied ?
Surely the preachier of 1the Gospel has the right
to demand that these same faclors should setile
the question of the length of the sermon.  Dull
sermons, however short, will weary the people.
We have never known of an audience comp'ain-
ing of the length of a scsmon which really inter
ested them I the  Glode wishes 1o help in
settling this question let it grapple with the
uestions wé have imiscd, and ask for remedies
or the carclessness, indifference and pre-occupa-
tion of the scrmon hearers, and then the other
matter will give it hittle trouble.  If cven a Glode
writer were grappling with the great themes dis-
cussed in the pulpit, we question il he could do
justice 1o them in tess than (rom thirty to forty
minutea

Dr Joserent Cook, mn the prelude ¢ Low
Morals in High laces,” in a recent loston
Monday lecture, drew special attention ta the
agency for good in the organization known as
“The \White Cross League.” ‘Fhe founder of
this organization, 33 many of our readers are
doubtless aware, is the Dishop of Durham, who
has been greatly assisted in their establishment
by Ellice f{ophins. Joscphine Butler and other
well known philanthropic ladiee. The object
they have in view may be seen from the pledge.
“I promisé by the help of God: 1. To treat
atl women with respect, and endeavour to pro-
tect them from wrong ané degradation, 2. To
endeavour to put down all indccent - language
and coarse jeats. 3. To maintain the law of
putity as equally binding wpon men and women,

4. To endeavour to spread these principhes
among my companions, and to try help my
younger brothers. 5. To use cvery ble

means to. fulfil the command, ‘Keep thyself
pure.!” There oight to be room for & White
Cross Leaguein every public school and high
schoot in the land.

Tue United Prebylerian Magasine slates
that the withdrawal of the Bible as a reading.
book from the State schools of Vicloria, Aus.
tralia, has come to be regarded as a calamity,
the so-called voluntary system, whereby those
children whose parents approve attend st a
particular hour for Bible reading, being generally
regarded as a failure. There s therefore a
growing movement in favour of an amendmpent
of the la