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JOSEPH ALLEINE.

_ The approaching bi-centennial anniversary of English Nonconformity, is
being heralded by various publications, designed to impart knowledge and
awaken interest in reference to our Puritan forefathers. Iaving beguiled
the tedium of & voynge ncross the Atlantic, with the perusal of one of these—
“Stanford’s Life of Alleine,” we propose while the memory of it is fresh,
and the impressions produced by it vivid, to transfer a little of its inspiration
to the pages of the Canadian Independent.

Many, with ourselves, will remember Joseph Alleine’s name in connexion
with a little book entitled «“ An Alarm to the Unconverted ;* ome of the
most awakening blasts ever blown by a spiritual watchman. Never shall we
forget its loud reverberations through the dreary recesses of a soul unrecon-
ciled to God! Al who share with us such recollections, will be glad to know
scmewhat more of this faithful Boanerges of a bygone day.

The subject of this sketch was born at Devizes, early in the year 1634,
He was the fourth child of Mr. Tobic Alleine, a tradesman “of credit and
renown,” and a staunch Puritan, who did and suffered much for conscience
sake, in times that ¢ tried then's souls.”” Joseph’s boyhood was passed amid
troubled scenes. Civil war prevailed much of the time. Before he was
¢leven years old, his native town underwent two severe sieges. The presence
of danger, and the prevalence of fear respecting ¢ the life that now is,” scem
to have been divinely used as means of awakening religious feeling in wany
minds, that of Joseph Alleine among the rest. ¢ His early setting forth in
the christian race,” is traced by his biographer very much to this. The death
of an elder brother, who was a clergyman, seems also to have contributed to
the same blessed result. Young Joseph became ansious to “succeed his
brother in the work of the ministry.” Parental consent was gladly given,
and in 1649, the Protectorate under Cromwell being established, and peace
festored, Alleine began his curriculum in the then Puritan University of
Oxford. While at College, he was accustomed to ¢ toil terribly.” Tho-
foughly in carnest, and deeply impressed with the value of time, he so worked
that his profiting appeared to all. Flattering offers of preferment were made
him before the completion of his course, but, he had a ¢ passion for szuls,”
and steadily kept the work of the ministry in view. Before leaving college,
he preached much in adjacent villages, and spent a good deal of time in
labouring for the spiritual good of the prisoners in the County Jail. In the
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summer of 1655, we find him settled ns co-pastor with Mr. George Newton,
of the Church of St. Mary Magdalene, in the town of TAUNTON,—a name
redolent of Puritan memories, both in the old world and the new. In Octo-
ber, he was married to ¢ Mistress Theodosia,” daughter of that reverend
man, * Mr. Richard Alleine, kinsmun of Joseph, and Parson of Batcombe.”
She was ¢ a religious woman,” and proved a faithful helper and solace to her
lll.t;sbaud daring his toiisome, self-sacrificing, and in many respects, suffering
ife.

Co-pastorates are not always happy and effective, but this one seems to have
been peculiarly so. No jealousy sprung up between the ministers,—no par-
tizanship amony the people. Alleine addressed himself to his work with
great singleness of purpose, and earnestness of heart. His serwons from the
beginning, breathed the spirit of deep concern for the unconverted, which is
80 conspicuous in the ¢ Alarm.” He did not preach simply for the comfort
of * God’s dear people,” but as his venerable associate tells us, was * infi.
nitely and insatiably greedy of the conversion of souls, wherein he had ne
small success in the time of his ministry ; and to this end, he poured out his
very heart in prayer and in preaching ; he imparted not the gospel only but
his own soul.” He regarded every man as a free and responsible agent, hav-
ing life and death set before him. Though & Calvinist, his views of Divine
sovereiguty in no way obstructed the address of free gospel invitations to all.
On this point, Mr. Stanford remarks, ¢ although even the most rigid follow-
ers of the Genevese reformer preached the ¢ glad tidings’” to the unconverted,
they often did so in strains made so cold and mysterious by subtleties of
qualification, and led the people round to the waters of life through such a
tangled brake of logical refinements, that their invitations seemed hardly to be
given in good faith ; and they sometimes even seemed afraid, lest through
their own mismanagement, some of the wrong persons might get saved after
all.”  Are there not preachers in the present day who may take to themselves
the piquant rebuke of the passage just quoted, and learn much from the es-
ample of Alleine, who, ¢ on the other band, feeling no embarrassment, and no
reserve, and shackled by no theoretic misgivings,—with shouting voice, flash-
ing eye, and a soul on fire with love, proclaimed a completed and gratuitous
salvation to all who were willing to accept it ””” ¢ The Spirit of God gave his
message great effect, and multitudes, through all the days of heaven, will
remember Taunton Magdalene as the place where they first beheld that great
sight—¢ the Lamb of God who taketh away the sins of the world !”

Alleine was very laborious in pastoral visitation, and took great pains in
juvenile catechizing. Not only did he perform this last-mentioned duty from
house to house, but he had a custom with which we do not remember to have
met in the record of any other Puritan pastor’s lubours, that namely of cate-
chizing the young publicly on each Lord's day afternoon, and sometimes jo
the evening also,—taking as the basis of these exercises, the morning sermon,
the assembly’s catechism, and sometimes written questions given out the pre-
vious week. ¢ Some called him a legalist, because, with young and old, high
and low, he was severely practical, both as a preacher of righteousness, and a
fearless reprover of sin.  When any person had been detected or suspected of
promise-breaking, deceitful trading, or of not being diligent in his calling, he
would be sure to hear of it from bis minister whatever the event might be.
« The failings of professors touched him to the very quick, asd brouglt him
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low; drew prayers, tears, and lamentations, both by word and letter from
him.”  Life, he told the people, wus not to be spent in saiutly veverie, and
“ Religion was not a thing that knew only how to kneel, but not to walk or
work.”

Ilis personal habits weve noteworthy.  When in health, ¢ he did constantly
rise at or before four of the clock.” It greatly troubled him if he heard
“craftsmen’ at work before he was at communion with God. I'rom four till
eight he speut in prayer, holy contemplation and singing of psulms. Some-
times he would lay aside the usual round of engagement, and devote 1 whole
day to these exercises of private devotion. He had “a poet’s love of nature,
but only along with a Puritan’s love of the Bible.” Iis character and life
were not only irreproachable but exemplary. e had “an indescribable
gravity and look of command, resulting from a mind ever in awe before God.”
Ile was woudrously generous, giving largely as a constaut habit, and acknow-
ledging cvery special mercy by a ¢ thunk-offering.” His scholastic labours
and attainments were by no means slight. He excelled in ¢ the three Jan-
guages which Christ sanctified at the cross,” and became acquainted with
much of the learning contained in more t! an one living language. He wrote
a voluminous theological work in Latin, attained a considerable skill in anato-
my, and besides the * Alar’ already adverted to, became the author of a
sumber of tracts and treatises on practical and experimental religion.

After the Restoration, a serics of persecutions began to be directed against
the Puritans, notwithstanding the royal pledge that no man should be *dis-
quited or called in question for differences of opinion in matters of religion
which do not disturb the peace of the kingdom.” The clouds grew darker
and thicker, until at length they burst in the passage of the ¢ Act of Uni-
formity.”” Dy this infamous measure, every minister who was not prepared
to ¢“declare openly and publicly his unfeigned assent and cobsent to every
thing contained in the Book of Common Prayer” was deprived of his charge,
and comuanded to preach no more. This Act, ¢ by strange fatality or daring
defiunce,” was to take effect trom the feast of St. Bartholomew, Aug. 24, 1662,
From that day, two thousand of Ingland’s worthiest ministers, tovk their
station in the ranks of Nonconformity. Joseph Alleine was among them. He
loved his work, and was tenderly attached to his Taunton flock. It was
thought by many, even by his own wife, that he would conform, “he often
saying that he would not leave his work for small and dubious matters.” But
those clauses of *“ unfeigued assent 2~.1 consent” were too much for ove in
whose spirit there was no guile. He «/id not believe every thing contained in
the Prayer Bock, and to say that he did, were 70 LiE. This was the alterna-
tive purpusely put before those noble men of whom the profligate Bishop
Sheldon saiu, “ we will make them all naves if they conform.” But they
were men of uncompromising conscientiousness. They could be made mar-
tyrs, but not naves. No doubt some knaves were made by the Act in ques-
tion, when it first came into force, and it may be doubted whether it has cver
tended to the promotion of moral honesty from that day down to our own :
for let it not be forgotten, it is still in force. Some men from education or
otherwise, can give the “ unfeigned assent and consent” with perfect honesty,
but what of such as must sophisticate conscience with far-fetched explana-
tions, and inward reservations. The present position of many in the Kstab-
lishment is most painful to contemplate. What shall be said of the man of
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Evungelical convictions, whom the baptismal service staggers, or of the sar-
pliced sceptics who daclare our Lord’s resurrection a myth?  Acts of Unifor-
mity are not manufacturers of honest censciences.

Loss, want, and peril marked the future history of the men who would not
for the sake of their livings, become linrs and knaves. Glorious confessors of
the sole supremacy of Christ in the realm of conscience ! Their names will
be found at last among those * of whom the world was not worthy.”

For nine months after his ejection, Alleine preached, and prayed, and visi-
ted from house to house, often threatened, but never interrupted. At length
he was scized and imprisoned. His trial was a piece of mockery, and as the
¢ bellwether of a naughtic flock” he was heavily fined and condemned to lie
in jail till the mulet was paid. His heroio reply to the Judge’s sentence
was, ‘l‘ Glory be to God, that hath accounted me worthy to suffer for his
Gospel.”

Though imprisoned and threatened, Alleine was not silenced. Like
Bunyan, he improved his imprisonment by writing. It was his custom to
send his people a letter once a week, which served for a sermon. Besides
this weekly work, he wrote several of his smaller publications while in jail.
He also preached from the iron gratings to such as assembled to hear, and
often had a large audience. His labours among his fellow prisoners were un-
wearied. Thus able not only to suffer for Christ’s sake, but to work amid the
suffering, his prison life was one of contentment and abounding joy. Like
Paul and Silas, he and his companions often prayed and sang praises to God,
and made the jail walls resound with unwonted strains of holy gladuess.

After a twelvemonth’s imprisonment, we find him again at large. Without
delay he is at his Master’s business. Four times did he preach to his old
flock the very first Sunday after his relesse. A month after his liberation,
the Conventicle Act came into force. This prohibited all religious meetings
not allowed by the Liturgy, or practice of the Church of England, and pun-
ished by fine and imprisonment all attendants on such unauthorized assem-
blies. Many of the Taunton flock were fined and imprisoned. Soon afier
this Act came into force, Mr. Alleine fell ill, and for eight mouths was utterly
disabled. When but partially recovered, he re-commeunced preaching, and
ere long was surprised and apprehended in the very nct. He was sentenced
to jail again « for threescore days.” 1In his feeblo state of health, as might
have been expected, confinement in a damp, ill-ventilated prison, produced
the worst results. Soon after his second liberation, he was stricken down
with fever. Paralysis followed. For weeks he could not move a limb or lift
a finger. Convulsions and terrific pains then for months alternated with para-
lysis.  After this he rallied somewhat, but it was only the last bright flicker
of a dying flame. Ile was removed to Bath, to try the virtues of its famous
waters, But he was past recovery and soon sank very low. The convulsions
returned, continuing two days and nights, ¢ not ceasing one hour.””  On his
restoration to consciousness, he had, like John Knox, when on his death-bed,
a terrible conflict with Satan. His religious experience ail through life had
been marvellously unclouded, but at the last, it suffered a brief eclipse.
Through grace however, he was brought off triumphant. * Away thou foul
fiend! Trouble me not! I am none of thine! 1am the Lord’s! Christ
is mine and T am his!” With such expressions s these on his lips, “the
great victorious spirit passed away.” It was the death of a martyr as truly
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gs any that lighted up Smithfield. Onl{ it was inflicted by Protestant hands,
and codured ‘“in fire kindled by legislative enactmeut, the fire of sickuess
and SOTrow, that stung both body and soul—a slow, silent fire that lasted for
cars.
d The memory of such men may well be precious to us. Their names ought
to be as familiar and dear as houschold words to us and our children for ever,
¢ For us they suffered, and for us they died.” Our heritage of civil and reli-
gious liberty is their bequest.  Let us not merely garnish their sepulchres and
build them monuments, but emulate their example, catch their spirit, and
enrry on their work. If we can infuse into this supine, sclfisecking uge, an
clement of boldness und of bravery as to inward convictions,—a truc and
manly conscientiousness,—we shall do something toward proving that we have
not forgotten our spiritual ancestry.
W.F.C.

CONGREGATIONALISM.
ITS PRESENT POSITION—ITS SOURCES OF WEAKNESS AND STRENGTH.

An Address by the Rev. J. IlowsLy, retiring Chuairman of the Congregational Union of
Nova Scotia and New Brunswick, delivered at the Annual Meeting of that
body, heid at Yarmouth, N. S., August 22-5, 1861,

Brrovep Brerurex,—I have thought that no subject could be more important,
or moro suitable for us now to consider, than that of ** Congregationalism or Inde-
pendency—Its present position—Its sources of weakness and strength.”

Before proceeding to notice *its present position,” let us briefly stato what we
mean by ** Congrogationalism.” The term we apply to the polity of the churches
of Chriat, formed, as we conceive, upon the model of the earliest or apostolic
communitics of christians, as recorded in the New Testament Iistory. Those
churches, we submit, were formed of individuals who had, from inward convic-
tion, embraced Christ the Lord as their Saviour—their Supreme Teacher—and
their King, Haviug implicit faith in His vicarious sacrifice; His instructions ;
and the suitability, propriety, and goodness of Ilis laws: acknowledging in
matters of faith, no authority as equal to, much less as superior to, His. Those
who now embrace these principles, unite together in fellowship for mutual en-
couragement and strength ; and that they may enjoy together the privilege of
divine worship ; and attendnnce upon the ordinances of Christ’s appointment.

Again, “ Congregationalism,” in the language of Dr. Vaughan, “regarde every
church as a self-governed body, and a body, accordingly, which should be ver-
vaded by the amount of intellectual and moral culture necessary to that end.”” In
other words, the members of those churches should be known by the possession
of an intelligent piety, by which they can not only * give a reason of the hope
that is in them, with meakness and with fear;” but also the reascns for such
{‘ga;lowship, and for maintaining the laws of Christ as the rule of conduct and of

ife.

A Congregational or Independent church, then, we conceive, is not a body for
making lawa for Christ’s feople. but an executive body for carrying out His laws.
Thegemay declare what they believe those laws may mean or require ; and for
the better carrying of them out, they may agree among themselves to adopt cer-
tain rules, or modes of action ; and in these things only do they, in entering into
such fellowship, yield their individual liberty to the will of a majority of those
with whom they 8o unite.

“The aim of a Congregational church,” (again quoting the language of Dr,
Vaughan,) ** should be, to make all men christians ; and to render all christiang
<ompetent to a wise observance of the duties arieing out of christian fellowship.
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For such a church is not to resemble nn eastern despotism, where everything is
done for the people, and nothing done by them ; but muy e rather compared
to those free stantes in which men were nccounted citizens—in which cuch had
his public duties to perfurm ; and all were made to pass throngh a preparatory
education, that they might know how to discharge them.” * #* * ¢ Thugj
should be in Congregationalism. Leave it in the hands of ignorance and worldli.
ness; and it must be disgraced, corrupted, and destroyed (!!!) Like every system
of the same free and generous complexion, it is equally open {0 use and abuse,
and was evidently meaut for the wise and not for ?he unwise. It has its different
spheres for those who hold offices, and for those who possess greater ability, or
greater weight of characier, vhan their brethren ; but it has no pla.cc for thg ullerly
passive and useless; and none, accordingly, for minds without instruction and
withont virtue.” None, therefore, we remark, should be in our churches, Lut
the apparently holy who desire to Lnow all trath, and to make God’s word the
rule of their fuith and their life.

Our churches, I need not remind you my brethren, acknowledge no exterral
control other than that of Christ himself, as their Great Head. Yet we may sy
as the result of experience, that it is to their mutual advantage, strength, and in-
crease, to meet together in social fellowship, personally or by delegate, at occa-
sional or stated periods, for mutual counsel anJ) encouragement, as we are meeting
on the present occasion. There are, too, periods, when in cases of difficulty they
may meot together in council. The decisions, however, of such council can,
from our constitution, only Le advisory ; yet should the chureh so advised, falling
upon its own independency, neglect to act in a Scriptural manner, according to
the view and advice of the churches represented in such council ; they can, and
in most cases probably would, withdraw their fellowship fruin such a chareh;
and here we may explain that churches refusing to associate themselves wiih
other churches for such fraternal aid, counsel, and fellowship, are called ** Inde-
pendent,” rather than Congregational: but often suffer much, as we can conceive,
fxl')om ?uch isolation ; and help not in promoting the prosperity of other, and sister
churches.

To seme, the principles espoused by our churches for their government, may
appear unattractive and they may think inexpedient; nevertheless there is, we
conceive, such an adaptedness in them to the condition and circumstances of every
people, and of every nation; that from this feature, in conunexion with their
scriptural character, we believe they will ultimately be adopted by all professing
christaing of every land and every tongue; even by those who now oppugs and
traduce them and their advocates.

What then, we ask, secondly, Is the present position of Congregationalism or
Independency ?

In reply we may remark, that compared in the ageregate with all other sections
of the christian church, our churches may be found in the minority, and perhaps
greatly so. In some districts, too, much move so than in others, as is duubtless
the case in these Lower Provinces of Nova Scotia and New Brunswick. But this
is where all who at first embrace great and good principles must expect to be
found. Yet these principles of ours are spreading, and more rapidly, perhays,
than they appear to do. In South Britain, large bodies who once were connected
with the Calvinistic or Wesleyun Methodist Conferences, or with the Episcopal
Church, have become Congregational or Independent. In Scotland, many who
were connected with Presbyterian Churches ave elso Lecome Congregational,
having, like the late Rev. Henry Wight of Edinburgh, whose obituary has so
recently appeared, found the trummels of that system too galling fur clristian
liberty and usefulness. In England and Wales we find, on the authority of the
Congregational Year Book, that the Congregational churches there huve increased
from 2,011 in 1852, to 2,591 in 1860, or upwards of 500 churches in 8 years. In
various vurts of Europe these principles are spreading, especially in Sweeden,
France, and Italy; though, perhaps, not altogeiber after the type of British



CONGREGATIONALISM, 183

Congregntionalism. or that of the United States. Our churches, too, are being
multiplied in many portions of the field of Foreign Missions, and in the British
Colonies apart from the Provinces of British North America.

In the north-castern portion of the United States, they have been quite the
most numerous since the days of the Puritan Fathers, either as Paedo or Anti-
Paedo Baptist Churches ; and are so, we believe, to the present day.

Time and want of access tv documentary evidence, forbid my entering into
more full details on this point. But the returns published by the American Con-
gregational Uniun, show an incrense in the number of churchey reposted during
the pnst 4 years of 419 churches, and 27,840 members, as existing in this North-
ern Continent, or (including the British Provinces) a total of 2,75 ¢ churches, and
260,389 members, in the year 1860. In tho Western States of the Union, Con-
gregationalism is grently on the increase; and as an example I would refer to
the State of Michigan, in which for two years it wns my privilege to labour,
There, some few ycars since, searcely n Congregational church existed; and a
leading minister of the New School Presbyterian Church now living, 1 ed to
tell ministers of our hody looking for fields of labour, *“ that there were no churches
or our order there, but plenty of Presbyterians who would be glad of their ser-
vices ; and as there was no difference in the doctrines professed by the two bedies,
but only in church order and discipline, and that comparatively trifling, they
would find bat little dificulty in their conforming to such order, &c., and perhaps
at length even of giving it a preference.” Thus, many Congregational ministers
commenced and continued their labours there. By some means, however, great
numbers of the churches became Congregational, many cf their members pro-
bably, a8 well as their ministers, having brought their principles from the
East; aund have gone on incrensing, 8o that at the present day their numbers are
almost if not quite equal to the Presbyterian Churches. This, perhaps, is only a
type of the facts in other Western States; a>d may account for the anxiety latel
manifested by the Presbyterian Synods to send out * Missions in adrance of nﬁ
others ;*” aud to employ their own men and means, apart from all aid (if neces-
sary) from the funds of the American Home Missionary Suciety, which, until
very lately, had been a centre of united action for both bodies.

We must, however, now look at the Provinces of British North America vn the
Atlantic side: and here begiuning with the Western Provinces, we find that
within the past 23 years our churches in the Canadas have increased from about
7t0 78 {or 82 according to some returns), and containing 3,376 members. The
Missionary Suciety here, being called upon continually to open new ground, and
as fow if any of the churches are becoming extinct, the number must continue to
incrense.

How is it, however, iu our own Provinces? Iere alas! we cannot report en-
couragingly. In New Brunswick we have not more, perhaps, than six churches,
if indeed 80 many; and in Nova Scotia, we believe, not more than ten; and five
or six of whic* at the present time, we fear, are without pastors. Some of them,
to0, much decayed ; and yet the oldest among them can date back nearly or quite

- 100 years. There is reasun also to believe, that in this Province our churches bave
been much more numerous than they now are, having been swallowad up among

- other denominations. The causes of our present weakened condition are doubt-
less various, and may be referred to under cur next enquiry. While, however,
23 Paedo Baptists onr numbers may be but small, yet our Congregational
principles are recognised and adopted to a great extent by the Anti-Paedo Bap-
ust Churches of these Provinces, and which are very numerous. The Presby-
terian Churches, too, whose views of doctrine, including that of bap.ism, greatly
correspund with our own, are also numerous; and considering that very many of
the inhabitants of the Provinces are either directly the natives of Old Scotia or
their descendauts, we cannot wonder at this fact. Cowvsidering, too, that this
body is conservative of the great and precious truths of the gospel, we cannot but
rejoice in its increase, although it with others :nay have swallowed up some if
not many of our ancient Congregational churches in the Province.
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We pass on, hewever, now to consider our third point, viz., The sources of
wenkness (if such there are) in Congregationalism or Independency. It is some-
times o charge brought against us, that thero is a weakness attached to our prin.
ciples which prevent their permanence and increasa; and there may be cnses or
districts where possibly the charge may secem to be established. From what wo
have advanced concerning these Provinces, it may appear to many that there are
evidences of wenkness here, if they are not to be found elsowhere. Though
doubtless elsewhere there may be similar facts, traceable to like causes.

If, however, there may arvear to be any sources of weakness in Congrega.
tionalism, they are not to be found in the principles themselves. For * our prin.
ciples,” says the Rev. Thomas Binney, ¢ have n history, and one not at all mean
in its character or result. They may be traced, some of them, through various
stages of growth, development, apprehension, utterance, for many generations,
always in spite of the weakness and error of their advocates, doing n work and
leaving a result in the thinkings of the community beyond the sphere within
which they were themselves accepted or professed—(yes) over and above what
they effected there. It might not, perhaps, be owned at the time—it may bLe
denied now; or the accidental evils that always attend the advent and appearance
of ;;rent thoughts in the world, or their perversion or corruption by the half dis.
cip ed or unfaithful ; these things may be remembered, insisted upon as the sule
results ; and stigmatised as the natural products of what was inherently bad in
principle.” *With those who thus speak (he continues), we are not disposed
to argue, nor careful to answer them in this matter.” Yet, while with our much
esteemed and talented brother, we would not argue with those who malign our

rinciples, because they cannot understand them ; as regards ourselves, if there

o ** weaknesses” and “ errors ” manifested by the professed advocates of our
principles, or ¢ uccidental evils” which may and do attend their advent, or per-
versions or corruptions of those principles by the kalf discipled or snfuithful ; it
becomes us to review our position, and look with circumspection to our conduct
for the future.

It may be that each of these, to a greater or less extent, has proved a source of
weakness to us as a body, in these provinces, and all of them may Xossibly be
summed up as a want of that *“ deep and intelligent piety,” referred to in the
former part of this address. Yes! Beloved Brethren, if there has been the man-
ifestation of apparent weakness in the working of our Congregational principles,
here or elsewhere,—this want we conceive will prove to be its true source.

It is possible that we and our predecessors in office as ministers of God’s Truth,
mmay have been too contented with the results of our labours, if we have succeeded
in awakening thought and suitable enquiry about the state of the soul, leading
those who were its subjecta to seek earnestly, diligently, and perseveringly fur
eternal life. This sndeed is the first great matter of our mission, without which
result, all our other efforts were vain and worthless.—But this is not a/l we hare
to accomplish: though this from the history of our once called * New-Light
Churches,” seems to have been for the most part, all that has been attempted by
their leaders—excitement in religious duties and exercises, has been desired and
laboured for, rather than growth in the knowledge of ail Truth, and the consequent
development of its fruit, 1u the life and character, Not that we would in any
way undervalue zeal or earnestness in religion, or any of ite duties; or stifleall
expression of warmth of feeling. Any one who will read the life of the Iate Rev.
Henry Allim, (though a most worthy and useful man,) and review the character
of his labours and his co-associates, tracing the history of our body #s far as prac
ticable since their day to the present time, will be led I think te similar conclu:
cions. The consequence of all this, has been, that a love of religious excitement
has been fostered — with many the conclusion has been arrived at, thst
Religion cannot exist or spread without it. A species of indifferentism as to
correct views of doctrine and church order, has been also encouraged. A want of
deference to the teachings of the inspired volume has been yielde{f to, even going
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so far as to refuse to acknowledge its authority when running contrary to their
preconceived opinions. The peculinr license taken with the word of God, by some
who have been its professed expounders may huave led to much of this—and its
effects are greatly to ho deplored.

Among the consequences of the state of things we have been roferring to may
also be included, n corresponding coldness and deadness as to spiritual things,
when times of excitement have ﬁied away ; and in some crses the conclusion
has been reached, that one branch of the church was as good as another ; or that
perhnplsdwould be the best, where at any given time the most religious enthusiasm

revailed.
¥ These things I hesitate not to say, have proved sources of weakness everywhere
that they have prevailed ; and have done so, I fear, to a lamentable extent in this
Province.

Another source of our weakened condition in these provinces, has been we
think, (110t a8 some of our opponents bave stated, our want of Church Courts,
that could utter an authoritative voice as to doctrine or discipline, but) the absence
in years gone by of the spirit of confederation for mutual counsel, cooperation
ung extension ; as a result many of our churches have long been left without
Pastors, or at best, it may be, but indifferently supplied ; and many not knowing
where to look for aid or counszl bave become increasingly feeble, or have
languished and died out ; —wkile the state of spiritual deadness before referred
to, %us we fear in many cases led tc departure from the spirit of love and unity,
even to discord and deadly animosity.

To all this we regret, and most deerly 8o, to have to add, that the course adopted
in more recent times, (by some whe dcpluring this state of things, came to this
Province protessedly to revive and re-establish these churches ;) does not appenr
to have been the wisest or most judicivus ; and in some cases the end has proved
worse than mere failure. What need then for wisdom and grace, by those who
succeed them ; and to this end, of prayer on their behalf from all the united
churches, and from all those who sympathize with them.

We have cause to rejoice that this Union has beea formed, and likely as we
trust, to prove more efficient from year to year; and doubtless will, if we steadily
keep in view, what we profess to ba cur aim, viz., the Yrosperity and incres se of
the churches, and the glory of God. But some of us feel that our meetings are too
infrequent to prove as efficacious as we need, though at present, it appears to be
imgossible to propose a remedy ; and some of our churches are perhaps too jealous
of our present organization, to enter heartily into any further combination having
these ends ip view. The distance aiso of our churches from ench other and their
scattered condition greatly increases the difficulty.

Our fourth and last point, however, now remains for discussion, and that we must
attempt very briefly, viz., *“ The sources of the strength of Congregationalism.”

Do we not ses what nced there is of a more familiar acquaintance with the
word of God, and its teachings in all matters relating to our polity ; as well as o
more experimental knowledge of its truths, as affecting the life and character, by
members of our churches and congregations ; and especially that their families
may be brought under such influence, %;ere would be o Tower of Strength.

With regard to the former, we need perhaps the opportunity of meeting together
in & more social and familiar manner as churches and congregations, for the more
careful study of the word of God. Is it not to be feared t%nt we, who minister in
boly thiugs, confine ourselves too much to the hortatory and didactic style of
tenching?  The speaker has long thought that if one of our week evenings or Sub-
bath services, could be taken up with a kind of general Bible class exercise, with
our congregations, when freedom of thought ang enquiry could be encouraged, it
might prove of most decided benefit to our churches and ourflocks at large. What
the Bible really teaches on all matters connected with the Kingdom, could then
be brought out in o manner that probably would be far more effective, than our
most laboured pulpit discourses.
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But with regard to the young: Christian Parents having sought to understand
these matters for themselves, should feel themselves bound to instruct their
children in o knowledge thereof. The speaker fecls to this day the value of suci
a course adopted towards himself in the days of his youth, by his Jate dear and
honoured Father, when such works as “ Palmer’s Protestant Dissenter’s Catechism,
and others of a kindred character formed our text books. 1In this matter too, cur
Ministerial and other Dible classes for young people, might become perhaps more
effective than they now are. For as we have attempted to show, *“The want of
an intelligent piety, is the greatest source of our denominational wenkuess,” so
a people thus instructed in our principles from God's word, would prove a svurce
of strength within us, not easily to be daunted, discournged or overcome.

We have before referred to the want of more frequent aggregate meetings of
our churches as a source of weakness, If however this be true, and their more
frequent ocurrence be imprncticnble, could not more sectional or district associa-
tion be attempted in the interim? Last year in making arrangements for meet-
ings in connexion with our Missionary operations, somne of us hoped that we
might have secured something of this kind, so that the churches of differen.
sections of the provinse might meet once a year about half way between the
annval assemblings of this Union. Such meetings would tend to cement as more
closely together, and give us the opportunity of elucidating our principles, and
encouraging and strengthening each other in the service of our Lord.

But lasily—In order to promote our principles, we who are planted as watch-
men in Zion, must have a right understanding and appreciation of them ourselves.
Be not only familiar with them but able to present them attractively and with
authority from God’s word. Yes my Brethren! we need not only to be watch-
men, sounding the trumpet of the Gospel in Zion, but as workmen building up
the church in all things as those who need not be ashamed ; rightly dividing the
word of God: “‘ and as scribes well instructed in all the mysteries of the Kingdom
of Heaven ; or as rulers, ruling and guiding well the church of God.

How much my Brethren depends on us! If in this or any other matter, * T'he
prophets prophecy falsely, and the priests bear rule by their means, and the
people love to have it so, what shall we do in the end thereof:” Jer. v. 51. Thus
it may have been in days gone by, but shall it be so now?

How solemn and important then at this time is our Mission! The prosperily,
stability and cxtension of the church on earth on right principles, as well as it
consequent increase in heaven, depends greatly upon ourselves.—Who then?
Who, we may ask, is sufficient for these things? We have not, like missionaries
in heathen lands, so much now to plant new churches upon the model of the New
Testament ; but have in some measure to undo much that has been done, and to
seek to lay the foundations broader and deeper than befure on scripture truth.
We may find habits of long standing, and great and strong prejudices to contend
with: we shall need much gr: ce and wisdom. But blessed be God, these are
promised without measure. Lt us earnestly seek and we shall find. Never
forgetting, however, that our church polity, valuable and Scriptural as we rightly
deem it to be, is subordinate to the work of saving souls and the glory of God.
But on]{; subordinate to this, and indeed one way of promoting that glury is, by
establishing the principle—that Christ alone is the Ruler and Lawgiver of his
church ; through which we are to scek that IIe may rule the nations, and cause
His truth every where to triumph.

If, then, this may best be promoted by the principles we profess, and which
we conceive shall at length every where prevail; sﬁnll we despise the day of
small things? Or yicld to despondency because of the greatness of the work
befire us? Nay, my hrethren! Let usredouble our energy and pursue the pata
warked-out for us with patience and zeal; and then, in dependence on divine
grace, we as churches shall rejoice with the joy of harvest. For the promise shall
come, though it may seem to tarry longz. Yes! according to the charge to Habak-
kuk, ch. ii,, v. 2-3, which we think, without presumptivn, we may approvriate,
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¢ Let us write the vision, and make it plain upon tables, that he may run that
readeth it. For the vision is yet for an appointed time, and at the end it shall
speak and not lie, because it shall surely come, it will not tarry.”

Finally, my brethren, much as we would commend and enforce our peculiar
principles, and desire to have our congregations to understand and value them ; let
us seek not obtrusively to force them upon the attention of others, but rather to
exhibit their fruits—and side by side with those whom we trust also love Christ,
but who in these things may conscientiously differ from us; let it be our aim
to labour witk them where we may, or alone (without opposing them) where we
cannot—in the great work of the conversion of the world to Christ—to uphold and
increase the purity of the church by a revived and enrnest piety ; which after all
is the great want of this day. ‘The more this is cultivated, the more we shall, in
spito of denominational differences, love all who love our Lord Jesus Christ in
sincerity and truth, and the more strenuously shall we seek for Ilis glory in all
things. That He whose right it is to reign, may take to himself the kingdom,
reigning in every heart, and extending its bounds from shore to shore, and from
the river uato the ends of the earth. Amen! and Amen!

the following addendum to Rev. W. F. Clavke’s account of the Union

Meetiogs in Birwinghaw, arrived too late for our last issue:—
CLOSE OF THE UNION MEETINGS.

P. S.—To ordee to cowplete the account of the doings of de Livmingham
Assewbly, I send this postseript by the Cunard steamer.  On Thursday even-
ing, the Union serwon was preached in Carr’s Lane Chapel, by the Itev. A.
TRaleigh, of Canonbury, Loadon, from the iext, ¢ Behkold ithe man I’ After
glancing at the circumsiances in which this language was used, and adverting
to the character of Dilate as exhibited in connexzion with the trial and con-
demnation of our Lord, the preacher announced the following divisions :
# Behold the mon, whom ihe world desired ; whom the world ciucified ;
whom the woild will ermen.”  Conld anything be iorve happy, eshausiive, and
simple than ihis? It siruck we as the very perfection of arrangement. The
whole discouise was as admirable as the divisions. If any part of it were
uore impressive than anoiher, it wos the description of Christ under the first
head, as the “desive of all wations.” DBut all was forcible, carnest, impres-
sive, and though read ihrougbuut, was life-like and 1cplete with energy.
This was the ovly gaibering of the Union in the chapel so long vendered
attractive by the minisiry of John Angell James.

On ¥videy movning, a publie bireakiast was held in the Music Hall. 'The
coffec and its concomitants being disposed of, the Chairwan, W. Willans,
Esq., introduced ihe business of ihe morning in a brief address, after which
the Rev. Peincipel Unwin of Homerton College, read the Annual Repott of the
Congregaiional Boavd of Kdueaiivn, and made some comments thereon.  After
him, the chief speakers were, Reverends Dr. Vaughan, Paton and Dale,
. Baines, Bsq., M.P., Thowas Barnes, Esq., M.P., and Samuel Morley,
Bsq. 'he chief topics discussed were the question, whether popular educa-
tion eame wiihin the legitimate funciions of zovernment,—the alleged failure
of the government schewe,—the new Educational Minute,—and the pre-
pondeiance of Siate paivcnage and State pay which fell io the Church of
Baglond. Theve is difference of opinion among our British brethren as to
the vishi and duiy of government {o rezulate educational wmatters. Dr.
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Vaughan, who has for years advocated the propriety aud wisdom of a govern-
ment scheme, announced his partial abandonwent of former positions, and
said he had favoured goveroment provision only asa temporary arrangement, to
last until the people were prepared to take things into their own hands. British
mind bad so far advanced, and the government management had proved at
once 80 extravagant as to cost, and so inefficient as to results, that he was pre-
pared now to lend his co-operation to independent and voluntary measures.
This change of position was hailed with rather unseemly exultation by some
of the Anti-State-Educaticn men, but called out from Mr. Dale and others a
very strong avowal of continued adherence to the opposite principle. Brother
Marling and I were anxious to draw their attention to the subject as it looks
from a Canadian standpoint, but time could not be had, and we think of draw-
ing up a joint statement for the Patriol. A strange distinction for a nation ex-
ercising so largely self-government, is drawn between the government and the
people, and the iden seems never to present itself that a people may be self-
educated, even under a State-prescribed and superintended plan. We should
occupy a very anomalous position in Canada, were we joining hands and
making common cause with the Roman Catholies for sectarian education.
Does Norconformity really demand opposition to a State provision for popular
education? Mr. Morley, who is a strong Anti-Government-Education man,
said, in a brief conversation I had with him, that our position in Canada is
wholly inconsistent with our principles, that we are gathering a host of diffi-
culties about us, and when it is too late shall be obliged to come to his ground.
We shall see. But though tkere are difficulties in its practical working, and
our unsectarian government plan requires supplementing by vigorous religious
training in the family, Sunday-school and Church, I confess I am not yet
prepared to abandon a system which has wrought untold good for Canada, and
the chief defect iu which is the provision for separate schools under certain
circumstances. Just as legislation may and ought to be based on divine
truth, and government in the discharge of its funotions recognise and
acknowledge God, so may there not be an undenominational system of educa-
tion which yet is not godless? And may not the State create, foster and
direct such a system, without invading the prerogatives of conscience and the
realm of religious duty and worship? These are questions towards the solu-
tion of which we should be glad to have some aid from our British brethren,
while they may not improperly ask themselves, whether their peculiar relations
to a Church Establishment have not driven many of them into morbid
jealousy and indefensible ultraism on the Education question. Notwithstand-
ing, it cannot be denied that the voluntary efforts so earnestly and liberally
put forth have done and are doing, no little good.

Birmingham, October 12, 1861. , W.T.C

Trans=Atlantic Wetrospect.

The resolution adopted by the Congregational Union of England and Wales,
at its late meeting in Birmingham, concerning the bi-centenary of ¢ Black
Bartholomew,” supported as it was by the noble speech of Dr. Vaughan, has
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attracted considerable attention, and called forth numerous suggestions as to
the wmost appropriate method of comwemoration. The paper which opened
the subject at the meeting was prepared by Joshua Wilson, Esq., and read by
the Rev. R. Ashton, and contained the following recommendations :—

The year 1862 should, in his opinion first of all be celebrated by carrying on
the work of building chapels, gathering congregations, and organising churches
more energetically. A hundred new ones should be built, and the foundation-
stones of as many might be laid on August 24, Secondly, vigorous measures
should be taken for diffusing the knowledge and extending the practical adoption
oftheir principles. This should be done by lectures by the ministers on Puritan-
ism and Nonconformity; by the circulation of cheap and popular tracts; by
exciting & more general and lively interest among the members of our congre-
gations in our historical literature; by the erection of a Cenotaph in Bunhill-
fields ; by the erection of a Congregational Ifull, in London, for the accommoda-
tion of our Denominational Institutions and for the Congregational Library.

The resolution founded upon these recommendations was as follows:—

“ That this assembly, in anticipation of the 24th day of August, 1862, the Bi-
centenary day of the ejectment of two thousand ministers from their homes and
livings a8 ministers of Christ in the Church of England, under the stringent, in-
human, and unjust provisions of the Act of Uniformity, deems it & most suitable
opportunity for commemorating the zeal, self-denial, and consistency of those noble
men, to whom the Nonconfurmity of this, and every subscquent age, is, and will
be indebted, and of magnifying the grace of God in their high and conscientious
attachment to religious truth and freedom; and would earnestly call on all the
pastors and churches of the Congregational Orderin England and Wales, to make
such provision for a due observance of the event as to them may appear desirable,
not doubting that it will be deemed proper that sermons should be preached on
the subje~t in all our places of worship; and recommending that effurts should be
made 1n all the parishes or localities from which ministers were ejected, to
gather up such particulars of their histories as are likely to he instrumental in
reviving the spirit they displayed, and that attempts be made by prompt and
timely measures, to orginate new and additional chapels in the midst of large
populations, to perpetuate the memory of men who, by their sufferings and zeal,
secured to their descendants the liberties we so happily enjoy ; and this assembly
instructs the committee of the Congregational Union, in conjunction with the
committees of the London and English Congregational Chapel-Building Societies,
to convene, at an early day, a conference, with a view to decide on recommenda-
tions to carry this latter object into effect, and to adopt such other measures as
may appear proper for the commemoration of Bartholomew’s-day in the coming
year.

It has been objected that chapel-building, however good in itself, is scarcely
an appropriate way of celebrating so glorious a manifestation of ¢ suffering
for conscience sake;”” at any rate that it should not be confined to that. There
are the masses, whom it is stated, Congregationalism fails to reach; some are
asking that the special feature of the celebration he the inauguration of a
vigorous and earnest effort to get at the working classes, and to free our body
from the reproach of lukewarmness to them. Then it is hoped by Mr. James
that the Colonial Missionary Society will come in for a share of the effort; a
hope to which the Colonies—Canada included,—will no doubt, heartily respond.
Others are urging that the year be marked by a ¢ gigantic effort” for the
removal of Church Rates, and every civil disability which now affects Non-
conformists, that the work so nobly begun by the Confessors of 1662, may be
completed by their descendants in 1862. It is proposed by one member to
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make it @ year of proyer, not simply a week but a year of prayer for the out~
pouring of the Spirit ; while some appear to be desirous in a vague sort of way,
that the occasion should be ¢improved” by the inculeation of the principles
which the Two Thousand held and so nobly illustrated. The whole subject
is at present in a crude state. 'We see nothing to prevent the whole of these
objects being attempted, and if entered upon with hearty vigour, successfully
carried out. What are we to do in Canada? We have the same glorious
heritage as our brethren in England ; the Confessors of 1662 are our spiritual
ancestors. 'We look back upon them with pride and gladness; and though
Canada is not the holy Jand of spivitual independence, yet the dust of thai
land clings to our feet, and every association is sacred to our memory. We,
in our freedom, in our deliverance from a dominaut church, from church-rates,
from tithes, from parish taxes and endowments, are reaping the fruit of the
seed sown in our fatherland two hundred years ago, 2ud we desire equally
with our brethren there, to commemorate that glovious stand for liberty of cou-
science, and that manifestation of the power of conscience. We do not doubt
that it has eogaged the attention of some leading friends here, and that in
due time it will assume shape and consistency ; of one thing we are certain,
that all who prize liberty of conscience, and who are grateful for its supremacy
in our midst, will join in a hearty celebration of DBartholomew’s Day.

b
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MISSIONARY MEETINGS: WESTERN DISTRICT, 1862.

The following are the srrangements for \he Wesie. » Seciion ol this Disiriet,
as approved by the Commwiitee :—

Jan. 6. Bosanquet.........seees )
“ 7. Warwick .
“ 8. Watford ..ccuvvvernnne ¢ Res. Messrs. McGregor, Soider & McCallum.
“ 9, Plympton ...ccceeenns .
¢ 10, Sarnis....ceecsicessse. J
¢ 13. London ......ececoneeee.  Rev. Messvs. Ebbs, Clarke, Baird & Wood.
“ 14, Stratford...cc.ieeceeneee 1
« 15, Listowel cccoevenne 1
¢« 16. Molesworth...... seenees  Rev. Messis. Ebbs, MeGrego -, Buivi & Donant.
% 17. Howick, A.M..........
¢ 17. Turnberry, P.M. ..... ]

“ 14, Southwold...........
“ 15. DBothwell ....... vesrssene
“ 16, Dresden...-...ccceeeesenes
¢« 17. 'hamesville....coeennee

Rev. Messrs. Waisoo, W. F. L;iar*.e, & Wood.

For the Lasiern Seciion, the following programme has been ¢pirovel :—

Feb. 3. Hamilton......cceessse..  Rev. Messrs. Baird, Hay, & Wood.
“ 3. Barton............ vesae “ ¢ Ebhs, Durrunt, McCallum, Snider.
“ 4, 5. Meeting of the Western Associaiion.
«“ - Rev, Messrs. Pullar, Baird, Snider.
“ 6. o ¢ McCallum, Ebbs, Darrant.
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Feb. 7. Burford....c.ceseseensce  Rev. Messra. Pullar, Ebbs, Baird,
“ 7. New Durham.......... o ¢ MeCallum, Durrant, Snider.
“ 10, Brantford.......ccomnnse
“ 1l Paris..ccccsssseeceeeennes ¢ Rev. Messrs. Clotke, Ebbs, McGill, ITay, Wood.
“ 12, Guelphiiiciieeseerennn. .
“ 13. Eramosa .....ccceeeneee.  Rev. Messrs. Clarke, R, Brown, & Wood,
¢ 13. Eden Mills...coeersenes “« “ Hay, McGill, & J. Brown.
“ 14 Garafraxa..eecceeeees o o “  Clarke, McGill,J. & R. Brown,Wood.

The Annual Missionary Sermoas will be preached in each place, where
practicable, on the Sabbath previoas to the missionary meetiog.

Collecting cards have already been sent to the several Pastors, and it is
to be hoped that collectors will be set to work as soon as possible, so * that
there way be wo gatherings when we come.”

Joun Woop,
Secretary, W.D.M.C.

MIDDLE DISTRICT.
Programme of Congregational Missionary Meetings for 1862.

Bowmaaville.......... eseanesene «+ Monday, January 13.1 s
. " priad eputation. — Rev.

%Iamlla Yuesday, « . Messrg. J. Unsworth

rock..... Wednesday, 15. b nd R Hay, and the
Whithy Thursday, 18- | Pastars of the Churches
Base Live...............e ¢ revernnas Friday, & 17. |
Sheridan.....cuuecveccrerrranirencas Monday, “ 0 20.)
‘Trafalgav.......... Tuesday, * 2L

‘Wednesday, * 22,
Churchhill .....ucerevecaeiescereenes. Thuvsday, ¢
OBPringe cecveeivecvsinrececssnsarsanns Friday, “ 24, Deputaiion. — Rev.
Pine Grove and St. Andrews..... Sabbath, “ 26, { Messrs. Allworth and
Alton and South Caledon......... “ “ « [ Byrne, and the Pastors
South Caledon....c. vacerseenas . Monday, ‘¢  27.] of the Churcbes.

. . .. Tuesday, o 28,
‘Weduoesday, “ 29,
Thursday, * 30.
....... cvsreeeeseanss Friday, “ 3L

Markham ....... - Monday, February 3.
Stouffville ceersessennss Tuesday, ¢ 4.
Newmarket... .... . Wednesday, « 5.

.- 6

8

-

Bell Ewart. . Thureday, * Deputation. — Rev.
Oro..... weseeerss Friday, “ 7. | Messrs. H. Denny and
Or0.ccceveicensismrercevennaons teeesenes . Sabbath, “ 9. { R. Hay, and the Pastors
Meaford........ cresscsirasansisasasanns Sabbath, “ 9. | of the Churcbhes.
Williamsville ...ccevervenniseceneens. Monday, « 30,
Menford.......ccerssensecrarssssaranne Toesday, ¢« 1L

Owen SounCaueee.  cevveceneceennns . Wedaesday, “ 12,

As it is desicable to secare sll the funds we can when the Deputations visit the
stations, hrethven ave requested to make prompt arvangements in retation to sub-
scriptions and donations, that everything may be in readiness. Let due notice be
given that we may have a lerge attendance, and a good time spiritually.

Jayes T. ByYese,

Whithy, Qct. 26, 1361. Sec. M. D. M. C.
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THE WIDOWS’ AND ORPHANS’ FUND.
The following collections have thus far been received on behalf of this
Fund. Some others also have been reported, but being as yet incomplete,
are not yet remitted.

Warwick covveeeennenns
Liverpool, N.S..
Markham.....

vee 8520 Listowel....cooveeevissnsiunensn seoe §2 00

Stouffville .eeveeereninnnee
Barton and Glanford .......... 7 00
Newmarket...coeeeeieaeeene veesessen . —
Cobourg...ccceuiiercisronsanes $66 78
Granby v.ceceeenicccraenencaneennens . !

Montreal, Oct, 24, 18G8. P. W. Woob.

CANADA INDIAN MISSIONARY SOCIETY.

The Rev. R. Robinson (late of the French Canadian Missionary Society),
has been appointed ageut to the Canada Indian Missionary Society and is
earnestly commended to the kind sympathy of the christian public in the
prosecution of the duties devolving upon him in that capacity.

JoserH HooOPER, Secretary.

CONGREGATIONAL COLLEGE, B.N. A.
RECEIPTS SINCE OCTOBER 30, 1861.
Per J. F. Marling, Esq.:—Second Church, Toronto

Per Rev, T. Baker :—Church at Newmarket ....ccoeeeeeeees

Per Mr. J. M, Smith :—08Kk1land eeceeveeersreriocerorrneennsiinsannne we 300

Per Mr. McGregor :—Church at Indian Lands .c..covuennnnnanne . 1225

Per Rev. W, H. Allwortk :~Church at Stouffvilleccecrciraceces conees 14 13
“ « Church at Markham ............ vesenese 11 00

Parrick Freevano, Treasurer.

@ovyesponyenuce.

CELEBRATION OF THE 25tm ANNIVERSARY OF DR. WILKES’ PASTORATE
IN MONTREAL.

To the Editor of the Canadian Independent.

S1r,—An expressed desire on the part of friends that a more full report of
the proceedings of the meeting to celebrate the 25th anniversary of Dr.
Wilkes’ pastorate over the Congregational Church in this City, induces me to
send you the following report for publication in your journal.

Yours, H.L.
Mountreal, November, 1361.

A meeting of Zion Church and Congregation was held in this city, on
the 2nd of October, to celebrate the 25th anniversary of the pastorate of the
Rev. Dr. Wilkes.
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"The lecture room of the church was most tastefully decorated for the ocea-
sion in floral designs, evergreen wreaths, fruits and flowers in profusiou, and
in every possible variety of artistic effect.

After tea the congregation assembled in the church, and the chair was
takeu, on request, by one of the deacons.

Appropriate selections of music were very successfully given by friends, who
kindly volunteered their services for the occasion.

The Scriptures were read, and prayer was offered, by the pastor. The
chairman then addressed the meeting briefly upon what he tzrmed THE SIL-
VER WEDDING of the Church; after which he called upon Henry Vennor,
Esq., to present an address to the pastor, of which I subjoin the principal
features in a condensed form.

The Deacous, ou their own behalf, and as representatives of the Church and
Congregation, availed themselves of the 25th anniversary of the preseut pasto-
rate to review the dealings of providence with them as a church, and to give
a public expression of their gratitude to God for His great goodness to pastor
and flock.  On the resignation of the pastorate by the Rev. R. Miles, 25 years
ago, a unanimous call was directed to him (the Rev. Henry Wilkes) then the
pastor of a church in Ediuburgh, Scotland. At the same time friends in
London, who were about to form the Colurial Missionary Society, solicited
his assistance in that enterprise, with the view specially to act as its agent in
this colony.

Providence thus seemed to designate with tolerable distinetness his future
sphere of labor, and which wus doubtless entered upon with a devout spirit,
and animated by a strong desire to promote the spiritual interests of Canada.
At that period the church was small, but united, consisting of but 48 mem-
bers, with a limited congregation, meeting in a small building without
galleries or vestry. Many pecuniary difficulties were encountered, and there
occurred many dark daye; but through the Divine blessing they were suec-
cessfully met and passed, and the present spacious edifice erccted, and now
becoming rapidly filled. The membership had increased from 48 to 319:
the number received by letter and profession of faith during the period under
review was 650. During these years great changes in membership had
occurred ; many sleep in Jesus, and many have removed to distant places,
who nevertheless remember with interest their connection with this Church
of Christ.

However, not only had the pastoral relation remained unbroken, the
church had also enjoyed an unusual degree of harmony; differences of opinion
had existed, and had been frankly expressed, but under his kind, impartial
and wise management, the peace of the brotherhood remained unbroken.
The review of the past quarter century in regard to the spiritual fruits of
the ministry, called likewise for devout gratitude to God, who had followed
His servant’s abundant labours with His rich blessing. A large number of
the present membership could regard the pastor as their spiritual father, One
important feature of this success, and one for which they could not be too
grateful, was its young membership ;—few congregations of the same size
contain so large a proportion of the youth brought to a saving knowledge of
the truth, and trained to activity in Christian effort.  The inculeation of a
missionary sentiment, and the fostering of a spirit of enlarged benevolence,
prompting to evergetic efforts for the diffusion of the Gospel at home and
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abroad, had oceupied & pronineat place. Thus, aud otherwise, his labours
had taken a wider range than the requirements of his own congregation ; for
while these were not neglected, every catholic effort for the spread of the
Gospel had felt the benetit of his sympaihy, prayers and active codperation.

Ia his official position of Agent for the Colonial Missionary Society, ne had
been cnabled to uid efficicutly and strengiben the interests of the denomina-
tion throughout Lhe Proviaces, while his own l-bours bad been correspondingly
increased.

The number of Congregaiional churches esisdng in Canada at the period
of his (Dr. Wilkes') settlewent, in 1836, was ooly nine, and now they
are increased to miore than eighty. They congratulated him upon the fact,
that the latter years of his ministry had been his best years, not only as indi-
cated by an increased atteudance upon the means of gvace, but also by aug-
wented efficiency in every deportment of the church’s work; sad they
aseribed all the glory to God, ibrovgh whose blessing alone any good had
been accomplished.

The chairman next called vyoa Joha Dougall, Esq., to present a Silver
Testimonial to the pastor.

In making the presentstion, Mr. Dougall expressed his pleasuve in being
wade the medium through whom the gift of the Church should be placed in
the hands of the Pastor. He said they had Seripture wartaot for the pro-
ceeding in which they were then engaged. He read in 1 Samuel ix, that
when the asses of Kish were lost, Saul, his son, went to the man of God to
eaquire, and took a quarter of a shekel of sifzer in his haad. Commemora-
tious like the present, he remarked, were like milestones in the progress of
human afflairs, and, properly cousidered, were very interesting aud affecting.
Auniversary seasons were thus fitted to awaken serious reflections ; and one of
the most obvious was the steady advance of time carrying us on with ceaseless
and resistless force. He reminded the pastor that the progress of the Christian
unlike everything beside in this woild, was one which suffered no decadence,
—it was onward and upward—it was as the dawaing light which shineth
brighter and brighter unto the perfect day, and was brightest at its close.
He continued to address the pastor in 2 most happy manaer for some minutes,
and concluded his remarks with the presentation of a Silver Pitcher avd Salver,
upon the former of which the following inscription was engraved :

PBESENTED 70
fevenexp IHHENRY WILKES, M.4., D.D.,

BY M3IMCERS OF ZION CAURCA AND CONGREGATION. MuNTREAL. TO COXMEMORAS 7 HE
20vH ANNIVERSARY OF HIS PASTORA"E, AND TO 1ESTIFY 9BFIR SPPRECIATIOR OP

HIS ABLE AND ZEALOUS LABOURS
FOR THS SPIRITUAL INTERESTS OP LIS CAARCGE.
Moniresl, October 2ad. 186i.

Dr. Wilkes ieplied as follows :

Drethren and Friends—1 heartily thank you for this cordial and loving address
oa the completion of my quarter centary pastorale. 1is tone is one of thankiulness
to God, and'most heartily symputhizing in that tone, lei me vun over ihe points
to which you call attention. The personal is obviously unavoidable, anl will he

excused if we feel the sentiment, ** Not unto me O Lord, not unto me, but i'ato
ihy name be all the glory.”” You naturally allude to the beginning of the now
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completed period. May 1 tell you now hat for sonte yenrs 1 was seceretly dovhiful
whecher 1 had done tight in becoming your pas.ov.” A prophet is not without’
honour save in his own country. Aud though Montreal was not my bireh place,
I bad lived in it six years in youth and young manhood in mercantile cunnec-
tions, From 1822 to 1828 it was wy abode amid {he aetivities of commerce.
Many linew and remembered we in these :elations, and of course associated them
with me, an undoubted disadvantage in te matier of popular impiession and
influence in the Minisiry. Another consideration wus that I might have come
out unfettered as to place of labour. This little church, then less than fuur years
old, bad, in calling me, given me the opiioa of coming myself, or of acling for
them in ihe endeavour to procure a nastor ; and at the time of my arvival there was
o vustly more promising sphere in the West which was vacantand open. Further,
and this was the gravest and most trying pari of the case, it was many years
before the cause in Montreal equalled in strength that which I had Jeft in
Edinburgh, and more sad and startling still was the fact, that no period of my
ministry here had been 8o successful as that three years pastorate in Scotland, in
which I took charge in 1833 of one hundred and forty members, and left in 1836,
no fewer than two huodred snd forty. It is not many years since our number
nere first reachied two hundred and forty.

It may be asked how was the case met 2 My yonnge - tricnds may be insiructed
by the 1eply that nothing was said about the doubi;—that was kept in my own
bosom. It had been foolish and mischievnus tu bave troubled my flock with that
which could do no good, and the tendency of which would have heen to interfere
with s_vmpath{ and cooperation.  Ihe mental process was to fall back on the
measure of light enjoyed when the decision was made, to call to remembrance
motives, and also sincere prayers for guidance. and thea to leave the matier with
the Lord.—All such doubts have long since passed away.

You allude to our pecuniary st:uggles and difficultics. In ihe year 1836, I found
o debt on St. Maurice street Church building of £1100, it had no gnlleries, no
vestry, and half its basement was rented as a storeliouse. There was esceedingly
little wealth in the congregation. My salary was less than the one I had leftin
Edinburgh. We paid off the debt—£800 of it iu one year—erected galleries and
a vestry, being indebted to the courtesy of our friends of the American Presby-
terinn Church for the use of their building for some weeks while this was being
done—Ilaving done this, ultimately the place became too strait for us, and in
1844 we resolved upon the erection of this capacious edifice. After we had
undertaken it and were in the midst of its responsibilities, commercial changes
and disasters of a most crushing nature came upon our community, preventing
some from paying what they had subscribed, driving many from the city, and
effectunlly crippling the energies of all. Thus, in 1846, we opened Zion Church
with & most formidable debt of between four and five thousand pounds; the
interest of which was a most serious item of annual expenditure. At such a
Jjuneture churches have been frequently dispersed by the loss of a pastor because
wnable to support him. The Lord provided in your case. At the time and
for a number of years, other sources of income enabled your pastor to live on
an inadequate salary ; and by the time those sources were dried up, and he was
dependent on his professional income, you were in a condition to sustain him, I
need not remind some of you of the pastor’s six months work in England in the
year 1849 which yielded not far from five thousand dollars towards the liquidation
of ibe debt, and which, hamanly speaking saved our property from the sherii; nox
of the vigzorous, uatiring, and prolonged labours of our ladies in this matter, the
esnlts of which annually greatly relieved nus. Moreover, the Lord has increased
vour number, and greatly augmented your ability, so that now what remaing of
the debt is gliding away, and your financial concerns, though siill iavolvieg efosd

and Liberaliiy, proceed without difficalty or strugale.

You allude to the unbrokenness of the pastoral relation and work, and to reat
harmony potwithstandiog difflerences of opinion. I hope Lhat ¥ am grateful to
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God and also to my parents whose early training was so judicious, for an exceilent
constitution and well nigh unbroken health. T think only two Sabbaths in 25
years have I been prevented hy illness from occupying the pulpit: and one of
these was the day after a dangerous fall from my horse, and the other was the
effect of medicine too largely ndministered the preceding day. Our harmony is
worthy of special note because of our divers nationalities, und hence the diversity
of early associations and habits. Christian love has prevailed, and where this
exists differences of sentiment have real value as a training element. We praise
God for these great blessings.

You allude to spiritual fruit. We are sadly imperfect agents—* earthen
vessels:” so that if there be any spiritual fruit of our labours, it is most manifestly
of the Lord. Yet it would be ungrateful not to mark its bestowment. Itisa
blessed reward ; no other, not even your affection, is to be compared to it. I hope
that the aim of my ministry has been usefulness, not popularity ; and I praise
God that it bas been to some considerable extent attained. Many have been
savingg,' converted ; but lest I should be puffed up thereby, my personal sgency
has seldom very distinctly appeared. The whole institution seems rather to have
been the instrument than any particular sermons of mine. It has been a very
precious and successful part of my work to comfort the weary, the cast down,
and the sorrowful, and to guide the inquiring. There has been edification. And
many have been trained to usefuluess various in degree, but the agzregate of
which is very large. But in all this I have had your hearty cooperation. You
have not fainted, nor have you failed in the day of trial. If I have been honoured
to teach and preach, you have responded robly, and ave ever dving so. This
appears prominently in your missionary spirit and in your liberal giving to the
cause of Christ. This imperfect review would be more imperfect if the youth
were pot mentioned. A considerable number of you whom I baptized in your
infancy have been during the last fow years received into the church, and are
now active in its work.

You allude to the relation of this pastorate with the prosperity of our own
denomination in the land, and also with the furtherance of catholic objects. On
these points I must not dwell. You mention the interesting fact that the latter
{;enlrsh z::r’e been the best. May it continue to be that “at evening time it shall

e light !

At the conclusion of Dr. Wilkes’ address a thanksgiving hymn was sung
by the congregation, and prayer was offered by Rev. Mr. Marsh (Baptist), of
Quebec, and the meeting concluded with the doxology and benediction.

The occasion was one of deep and well-sustained interest throughout, and
will be long remembered by those who were privileged to enjoy it.

H. L.

INTEMPERANCE.
To the Editor of the Canadian Independent.

DEeAR EpiToR.—An official announcement of the action of the Congrega-
tional Union, at its Jate meeting, in reference to the alarming prevalence of
Intemperance, can scarcely be rendered sufficiently emphatic, to arrest due
attention, in the form of an extract from the Minutes. Permit me therefore,
in lieu of such notice, to say & word or two, in reference to this sin of our
times and of our land.

Though other lands may be as chargeable as our own, there exists so for-
midable a foe to Godliness, Social Virtue and Prosperity among us, in the
prevalent use of inforicating beverages, that the Ministers of Religion
and Morality, eannot proclaim the whole conusel of God in its bearing on the
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Canadian people, without very full and frequent testimony agninst this pro-
lific source of evil. It is a sign of progress towards a better state of publie
morals, that the Ministers of the Gospel of all the Mvangelical Denomina-
tions are gradually falling into the ranks of the Zotal Abstinence Reformers.
Many of the Clergymen of the Church of England, and not a few of the most
influential of the Presbyterian, and Wesleyan Methodist Churches, together
with the entire body of Baptist and Congregational Ministers, are now, in
some way identified with this Reform. Many years ago, it was avowed, that
every Minister o) our Denomination, in the Province, was practically a total
abstainer from i toxicating beverages. May this never cease to be one of
our characteristic platforms of hearty agrecment and eovperation. It is one
thing, however, to be sound on this question, and quite another, to be cffec-
tive promoters of the reform. Are we letting this light shine forth from our
pulpits, and in our pastoral and social circles, in all suitable ways? While
the Union would not recommend the institution of the Total Abstinence
Pledge, asa test for admission to christian Communion, it has repeatedly avowed
its deep sense of the importance of a Christian testimony. If there be in
our churches, any members not yet prepared to adopt this our characteristic
principle, let no covenant of peace be made with the social wine cup, nor with
the traffic, for their sakes. Let us press the truth upon their consciences and
hearts, in all suitable ways, until they discover their duty. Let us be patient
towards all men, especially towards those who love the Lord, and His people,
and so far as they understand His will, endeavour to walk with us in all His
ordinances and commandments; but at the same time, be diligent to provoke
one another to zeal and stedfastness in bearing a fuithful testimony against
the dangerous drinking customs of our country.

Let us endeavour as much as possible, to combine with the Church of
Christ, the advantages of separate Temperauce organizations ; maintaining in
our several local churches, a Church testimony. such asall ouradherents must
feel ; particularly directing our influence upon Zeads of fumilies, and upon
the youth of our Sabbath Schools. Let ¢“Bands of Hope’ be organized in
connection with these schools, enlisting the young people; whose zeal, if
rightly developed and directed, will prove a living fountain, most effectively
influencing the adult portion of our several congregations. In my own pas-
toral sphere, this plan works admirably. Between 70 and 80 young people
have signed the Total Abstinence Pledge, und enrolled themselves as members
of the Band ; and at their last mounthly meeting, of their own accord, added
a pledge of nbstinence from the use of Zobacco in every form. Their meet-
ings are well attended ; and brief addresses, recitations, or extracts read by
themselves, occupy most of the hour, sometimes with considerable enthusiasm.
The pastor’s presence, and an occasional word from a teacher, or other visitor,
snppg7 all the motive force, and regulation required. ¢ The Band of Hope
Review” published by 8. W. Partridge, Paternoster Row, London,—a most
attractive Juvenile Temperance paper, adds greatly to the interest of my
young people, in their monthly meetings. Mesers. W. C. Chewett & Co., of
Toronto, supply me.

Besides the efforts made by the pastor and his fellow labourers, in his own
flock, is it not possible in many places, for the Ministers of several denom-
inations to combine in delivering series of monthly Lectures, or holding
public Meetings in advocacy of thisReform? Good as the ¢ Good Templars™
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may be, and eficient as the ¢ Sons” and ¢ Daughiers of Temperance” may
be, there is need of maintainiog the old-fushioned Temperance platform, for
the cobpeation of all Total Alstinence Reformers, in the earnest work of
atousing the sluwbering zeal of some, and enlisting the eucrgies of many
oiheis who have not vet reslized the importance of this movement. Let
there be no jealousy or controversy of parties, and ¢ orders,” who wish, in
common, t siem fhe tide of intemperaunce.  If all cannot pronounce this, and
ibe oiher party shibboleth, all can join in the advocacy of the Apostle’s
waxim—*¢ 1t is good neither to eat flesh, nor to drink wine, nor anything
whereby thy brother siumbleth or is offended, or is made weak.” And
fui.her, o't parties, can, with a great degree of unanimiiy, join togeiher in
such a declaration, as the following, adopted at our laie Union Meeting :—
“That it is, indeed, a brand of disgroce, and subject for shame and sorrow,
that an enlightencd and christian country like ours, should, by law, patronize,
sustein, and protect the traffic, which entails upon its inhabitants miseries
the most appalling, crimes the most fearful, and the ultimate destruction of
the bedies and souls of mankind.”

in conclusion, T would commend to all the Ministers of our Body, not
present at the Kingston meeting, the observance of the resolution unan-
imously adopted by the I’astors present, to preach on this important sulject
on lie YH'RD SABBA™H of DECEMBER. DMay a clear zud earnest note of
warn’ng be sovaded throughout our borders on that day, especially in antici-
prdon of the iaceased teaptations of Christmas and New Year.

Evwanp Ests,
Pa.’s, 320d Nov., 1861. Sae. C. U. of C.

Webicws.

Nictors’ Series oF SraNpArD Divines. Montreal: B. Dawson & Son.

Toronio : W. C. Chewett & o.

It was o happy proposat of Mr. Nichols to issue the works of the glorious
old Puritans, in a style which should render them a desirable addition to any
library, and at a price which should place them within reach of the bulk of
the ministers and students of all Evangelical denominations. Some of the
treatises proposed to be issued, are very scarce, and held at prices which
render them little better than vexatious temptations to those who have not a
little California to lay out in old book stores, (and how many, or few ministers
bave 1) we felt therefore when we received the prospectus that if the publisher
carried out the scheme in the spirit and maununer promised, it would be a great
boon to all who are fond of the writings of men, of whom it is truly said,
that ¢ their fervid devotion, their masterly grasp of the subjects they expound,
their profouad knowledge of human nature, their richness of illustration,
their great learning, and their untiring industry, will ever cause their memo-
ries o be cherished as those of men who were honoured, in the providence of
God, to render a service to the cause of pure and undefiled religion, which
has never been surpassed.” ‘Three volumes of the series have now been
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issued, and they are in every way worthy of the support given to the scheme;
they are carcfully edited, well printed on good paper, and sufficicntly well
bound to be nsed without further espense in that direction. They consist of
the works of Thomas Goodwin (which are to comprise 15 volumes), and contain
his sermons on the first chapter of the Epistle to the Ephesiuns (vol. i.). On
ihe second chapter of the same Episile, (vol. ii.) and « An Exposition of Ye
Book of Revelations, Certain select cases resolved, and the Vanity of thou; uts
discovered,” (vol. iii.) with a general Preface by Dr. Miller, Rector of 3i.
Martin’s, Birmingham, and a Memoir by Dr. Halley, Principal of New Col-
lege. The other three volumes for this yearare to contain the practical works
of Thomas Adaws, and will be accompanied by a Memoir by Mr. Spurgeon.
We heartily recommend this undertaking to our readers. No one can read a
half o dozen pages of either of the volumes already issned, without being
struck by the grasp of thought, the copiousness, and what is better than all]
vhe deep devotion of the writer. Christ Jesus, and bim crucified, was the
theme of the preaching of these men, the cenire around which their thoughts
revolved, this was the secret of their power, aud of the suecess with which
their labours were so blessedly erowoed.

Lire axp Lerrers oF Joun ANcent James. Edited by R. W. Dale, M. A,

New York: . Carter & Bros. Toroato: W. C. Chewett & Co.

1t has always appeared io us ihat oue of ibe most difficali tasks a wiiter
can undertake is the biography of an emineat wan, especially if he were a
preacher of the gospel.  Every admirer views him {row his own stand-point,
and sees not lone the wan but his own ideal oi’ bim, and anything found in a
biography jarring with that ideal, (however incorrect it may be,) is considered
sufficient to lessen the value of the work and te indicate the editor’s unfituess
for his task, Hence it arises {hat the most populrr, the most satisfaciory
biographies ave those of men of whom we knew or keard but litile during
their life-time, of whom we had vno preconceived opinion, and whose me-
moirs are preseated (o us with thai charm of freshness -hich at ounce fixes
attention and disarms criticism. We are noi surprised, theiefore, ihat Mr.
Dale has not succeeded in giving saiisfaction in his capacily as editor of this
book ; Mr. James was known by his preaching or writing to wany thousands,
to a large number of whowm he was as a spiritual father, one whowm they loved
and revered more than any other man ; such, having never perbaps thought
of any flaws in his character, of any litilenesses or weaknesses, are grieved
to find that these did exist in him, that however hououred and useful, he was
hut 2 man, and they are disposed to charge upon his biographer an unfituess
for his duty. While thiaking {hat the editor might have done his wotk some-
what better, especially in a more judicious use of the r-#shiographical por-
tions of the book, we are far from joining in some of the severe criticisms to
which he has been exposed; the work, it is abundanily evident, has beeun a
labour of love, and where he has erred it has arisen from the feelings of reve-
rence with which he remembered his saintly predecessor. Itis of course
impassible to give anything like a sketch of Mr. Jumes as pourtrayed in ibis
volame. We find him not alone the popular preacher and the successful
author, but as the pastor of 2 church consisting of nearly a thousand wem-
bers, and in that great number ¢ of very few of whom he could not give a clear
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account,” every practicable means was used to further this end, fecling as he
did its great importance : it would be well for the churches if all our minis-
ters took pattern by Mr. James in this respect. As a preacher, he did not
think it sufficient to ascend the pulpit on the Sabbath and give to an expect-
ant people the crude results of a few hours’ meditation ; had he done so the
resulte of his ministry would have been sadly different. No, no, ¢ He had
a profound scose of the greatness of the preacher’s vocation—he thought of
it, too, as the highest employment of man’s natural powers, demanding from
all who are called to its responsibilities and glories, the consecration of every
faculty and every noble passion. e permitted no side pursuits ts divert his
strength or abate his enthusiasm. With some preachers, preaching scems a
mere parenthesis in their life, interrupting the pursuits to which they give
wost of their energy and nearly all their heart; Mr. James expended his
utmost resources in making his sermons attractive and powerful,” (p. 606.)

Mr. James, though scarcely a voluminous writer in one sense, yet issued a
goodly number of works from the press; some of these were not of course
permanently interesting, but by some of his writings he will be held in affec-
tionate remembrance for generations to come, and our children’s children will
call him blessed. We need hardly say, that of all his works ¢ The Anxious
Inquirer” is the one that has been most exteunsively read, and has, perhaps,
under Grod done more to awaken and alarm the sinner and direct him to the
Saviour, than any other merely human book. Thousands, with the editor of
this Life, and the writer of these lines, have on their knees and in keen dis-
tress about their personal salvation first read the ¢ Anzious Inquirer.”” Most
numerous as are the recorded instances of its usefulness, who can doubt, that
in the day of the revelation of all things, it will be found how small a portion
of the good it accomplished was ever known on earth. Mr. James says,
“ Had I preserved all the letters I have received both from other countries
and my own, of its usefulness, they would have formed a book. Oune instance
out of many I may here relate. In one of the back settlements of America
where a stated ministry had not yet been fixed, a single copy of the ¢ Anxious
Inquirer’ had found its way. It was lent frein one person to another, and
seven-and-twenty persons were thus hopefully converted to God by the peru-
sal of the solitary copy found ameng them.” (p. 8309.) Other instancts of
the extraordinary usefulness of the book are given, which our space forbids
us extracting.

Mr. James, while blessed with great results to his preaching and writing;
having a happy, prosperous, united church, was not without trials and chasten-
ing from the hand of his Heavenly Father. He was twice married, each time
to an excellent, estimable woman, who was a help-mect for him, and the death
of each of these was a great and severe affliction. The writer was a hearer
at Carr’s Laae Chapel at the time of his second wife’s death, and vividly re-
calls the solemnity of his arief, the tone it gave to his prayers and preaching,
to everything that he did and said. ¢ His grief though profound, was not
violent and uancontrolled. The discipline of the previous six or seven years,
hadgprgpared him to bow, with submission, under the mighty band of God.”

. 826.)

(pThe discipline referred to, was the appearance in 1840 of a disease which
threatened him with protracted physical torture, which he expected would
shorten his life, and which produced two most impressive letters, addressed
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respectively to the Church and Congregation, and to the Deacons of Car’s
Lane Church ; they are inserted at the close of the volume. There was also
the greatly increased sufferings of his daughter, who had been an invalid
almost from childhood, and to whom he was fondly attached. All his trials
were the blessed instruments of his sanctification, and he came forth more
perfectly fitted for his Master’s service. The words of the Rev. J. G. Miall,
at the close of his address at the late meeting of the Congregational Union in
Birmingham, may fitly close this notice.

¢ We bless God that our denomination fostered and revercd him. We bless God that
he revered sud valued it. Ever, we believe, till the last day shall close the history of
time, will inquirers, and converts, and church members, and students, and pastors, and
missionaries, and the whole body of Cbrist, adove the Power which made and sustained
such a servant of God, and admire the grace which was in him. Only one statement
can fully realise our desires respecting his beloved coadjutor, and respecting ench suc-
cessor in the Church to which he belonged—*¢ The spirit of Elijah doth rest on Elisha?’
¢ Ye who caught it as it fell,
Bind that mantle to your breast;
In you may his spirit dwell,
On you way his influence rest.””

Weg Davie; Tre Gorp Tureap; THE Brack Sorp; Kirry's Vicrory;
ParviaMent 1N THE Prav Roosi. New York: R. Carter & Bros.
Toronto: W. C. Chewett & Co.

Children’s books of the right stamp; instructive, amusing, and thoroughly
safe, well suited for Sabbath school Libraries. The first two ave by Norman
Macleod, and are reprinted from ¢ Good Words,” of which he is editor.
“ Wee Davie” is one of the most touching little things we have ever read ;
it will be very pepular. C.

Pews of the €hurches.

COMMEMORATION AT COWANSVILLE, C.E.

On Saturday evening, the 19th October, the members and friends of the Con-
gregational Church, Cowansville, E. T., invited their Pastor, the Rev. A. Daff,
and family, to partake of supper, in the Vestry of the Church, in commemo-
ration of the ﬁftg anniversary of his pastoral charge over that Church and people.
The ladies displayed their usual liberality and taste in furnishing the tables.
After supper the Rev. A. Duff delivered au address, in which, with his happy
and interesting manner, he reviewed the past twenty years of his ministry, three-
fourths of which he had spent in his native land, Scotland. The lucid description
he gave of that country, and the warm hearts left there, found & responsive echo in
the breasts of his hearers, many of whom were born or had dwelt ‘mid the heath-
clad hills and dales of “ auld Scotia.” Some of the lay members then addressed
the friends present ; after which all joined in singing ** The Lord’s my Shepherd,
T’ll not want.” Prayer and the benediction closed one of the most edifying, heart-
stirring social tea parties it was ever the writer’s good forlune to enjoy; and
he but expresses the fervent wish of all then present—that many annual gather-
ings of these people with their present pastor may be beld, sanctioned and blessed
by our Father in heaven.— Communicated.
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CONGRATULATORY SOIREE IN THE CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH, GUELPIH.

A Congratulatory Tea Meeting was held in the School Room of the Congrega-
tional Church, on Wednesday evening, to celebrate the return of the Rev. Wm. F.
Clarke from bis recent visit to the Father Laund.

After the good things of the well furnished Tea-table liad been discussed with
evident relish by the guests, an adjourament to the Chapel took place, when the
Rev. Wm. Clarke of Dresden (father of the pastor), was called to the Chair.

The Chairman introduced the F!eas‘mg ohject of the meetinz in a feeling and
aopropriate address, when the following resolution, moved by S. Hodgskin, Esq,
seconded by Alex. Thompson, Esq., aad supported in an effeciive address by Rev.
R. Robiason, was carried with demoustraticns of pleasure end unanimity.

“ That this Meeting of the congregation aud friends of the Rev. W. F, Clarke,
wost cordially welcome bis return from Englavd, to his family and flock. They
gratefully acknowledge the Divine Hand ia the protection of his person, and in
the results of his visit, especially in the complete vindication of an important
principle nnd the restoration of peace aud confidence amoung brethren.”

The Pastor replied under the influence of strong emotions. Ife referred io the
very gratifying reception be had obtained both in private and in public, not only
from members of his own flock, but from numerous triends belonging to other
congregations., Through God’s good Providence be had not only been permitted
to return in peace and salety, bub the great object of his visit had been fully
realized. 1le returned to the chosen scene of his labours, with a mind relieved
from a weight of care that bad long oppresred him. Peace and coofidence had
been fully aud happily restored between himself and honored brethren in Enzland.
The prineiple for which he had contenied had been fully vindicated, and the rizhts
of humanity aund privileges of christian citizenship accorded to men of every class
and culour in connection with British Missions. Fally restored to his previous
stafus and placed in a high position for vsefulness, he thanked God and took
courage. IHe felt that he could now, with heart and soul, co-operate with his
brethren both fn Canada and Britain, in all their efforts for the glory of Christ
and the salvation of souls. Singing and prayer and the becediction concluded
the meeting.— Guelpk Icrald.

THE AMERICAXN BOARD OF COMMISSIONURS FOR FOREIGN MISIIONS.

The fifiy-first anoual meeting of the American Board of Commissioners for
Foreign Missions commenced its sessions in the First Presbyterian church of
Cleveland, Ohio, on the afterncon of the first of October. Judge Strong, of Penn-
sylvania, presided, in the absence of the President and Vice President. The treas-
urer's report and an abstract of the report of the Prudential Committee were then
read. The receipts for the thirteen months ending August 31, 1861, have been
$341,988, and the expenditures $369,874 leaving a debt of $27,895, much less
shan was anticipated two months ago.

GENERAL VIEW OF THE M1SS10NS.

To IWestern Africa the older brethren, though deeply sensible of the obstacles
that have long stood in their way, still cling to their chosen field and work, The
continuance of the mission is a good deal owing to this fact. Where the Lord is
plensed to give such o spirit to his servants, itis rensonable to believe that he has
a work there for them to do. It may yet appear the duty of the Board to sustain
4 mission ou the West African coast, that shail be composed wholly of colored
persons. lo Soufhern Africa the mission is very differently situated. The climate,
people, government, under the grace of God, give promise of a harvest in proportion
to the degree and <kill of cultivation. The twelve stations are all not very far
from the sea, 6ccupying somewhat more than a hundred miles of the maritime
district. Most of the brethren are able to preach in the native language. The
ten small cherches are gradually gaintog numbers and strength.
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The Missions to Western, Central and Faslern Turkey, may be spoken of as if
they were one mission, T'bere are 23 stations; 80 out-stations; 48 missionaries,
including three unorduined physicians; 56 authorized native preachers, of whom 10
are pastors ; and 139 other native co-laborers in different capacities, as cntechiasts,
teachers and helpers. Of churches there are 42, containing 1,546 members ; of
whom 198 were received the past year. One hundred and fourteen schools for
preparing pastors and helpers, and 30 are in two female boarding-schaols for
educnting wives for the native ministry, Nearly sixteen thousand dellars (two-
thirds furnished by Bible and T'ract Societies,) were expended in pubiications in
the Armenian, Armeno-Turkish, Bulgarian and Modern Greek languages, amount-
ing to about 165,000 copies, and 13,000,000 pages. Dr. Goodnell hes revised his
Avmeno-Turkish version of the Old Testament. Dr. Schaufler has nearly com-
pleted his Arab-Turkish New Testament, for the use of the Moslems, and the govern-
ment, after much hesitation, has consented to its being printed at Constantinople.
Dr. Riggs, besidos preparing and editing Balgarian tracts, has been mainly occo-
%ied with revising the version of the Scriptures in that language. The Armenian

ible, with marginal references, electrotyped and printed in New Yo k by the
American Bible Society, is highly prized; ang that Society is also electrotyping
the New Testament iz a similar form. The American Tract Society at New York
hasalso electrotyped end printed several works for the mission, which are admired
for their beauty. At Marask, in o house of worship erected chiefly by the people,
Dr. Dwight saw forty persons admitted to the chureh at one time, and preached
to a congregation of nearly fifteen hundred people.

The Mission in Syria has not witnessed any new outbreaks of fanaticism, The
terrible distress among the nominal Christians, and the bountiful contributions for
their relief in this country, and still more in England, made it necessary for the
brethren to act as almoners, at differens times, {0 about 75,000 people. T'bhey had
thus such opportunities a8 never before, for a wide publication of the gospel. The
Nestorian mission, with its thirty-one out-stations, nnd forty-one native preachers,
is prepared to throw new and increased responsibilities upon its native force. in
the difficulty of forming a mountuin station, owing to the severity of winter on
the more elevated ridges, and the heat and insalubrity of summer on the lower
western slopes, the mission is considering how it shall ecvangelize the muuntains
by means chiefly of the patvie ministry, sent forth and directed from the plain of
Oroomiah.

The Ahmednuggur district of the Malrata mission has been blessed the past
year with a continuanee of that spiritual prosperity, which it had enjoyed during
the five previous years. One hundred and thirty-one new members have been
added to the eighteen churches in the mission, increasing the whole number to
five hundred aund four; and it is interesting to know that the baptized children of
the church number three hundred and fifty. The native Christians, under the
avspices of the British government, are gradually coming into possession of their
social and civil rights. Good progress is made in training a native migistry.

In the Madras mission Dr. Winslow has dismissed his English and Vernacular
school under the apprehension of pecuniary embarrassments from the civil war,

More than a million of gouls in the Madure district, and vearly the whole terri-
tory, somewhat larger than the State of Massachusetts, is, by general consert, un-
der the exclusive care of the HMadure mission. The 145 «Christiau congregations”
number 7,500 suuls.  Of these 800 are able to read. The 28 churches received
76 new members the past year, and contain 1,109. Six of the churches have
pative pastors. The coutributions of the pative Christians, during the year
amounted to five hundred and thirty-two dollars; besides the Jubilee offering to
the Board, which increased the sum to nine hundred and twenty-twa dollers.
They have o Home Missionary Soviety to aid feeble churches in the support of
their pastors, The schoals contain twelve hundred pupils, one hundred and fifteen
of whom, of both sexes, ace in the higher training schools. The wonderful work
of God, that has been in progress in Zinnerelly, south of the Madura District,
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has extended to the neighboring churches within the bounds of our mission, and
even reached the seminary at Passumalic; and the brethren have great hopes in
respect to all their churches. It is remarkable that the Ceylon mission should
have suffered no more from its necessary, but somewhat sudden, disruption from
the means of gecular advancement for native Christians in 1855. The mission
schools contain fourteen hundred and ten pupils and are all now vernacular, the
native bearing the whole expense of their English schools ; and one of their effects
is to displace the old hereditary village teaghera. The Qodooville Female School
hus forty-seven pupils, and the Theological School at Batticotta has twenty.

The three Ckina missions are all struggling, in their respective fields, to gain
the attention and awaken the interests of that great and singular people. Mr.
Bonney, in company with three English gentlemen, lately travelled from Canton
to Shanghai, by way of the Tong Ting Lake and the great Yangtse River, about
two thousand miles, without any serious obstruction. Mr. Blodget occupies a
station at Tiensin, only seventy-five miles from Pekin, and has visited the Chinese
metropolis. The climate there approximates to that of New England and the
Middle States. The Sandwick Islands bave suffered a great loss in the death of
Dr. Armstrong. But the past year has been one of special revival. The addition
to the churches have been 1,465, raising the whole present number of church
members to 19,767. Add the deceased church members from the beginning, to
the living, and the pumber is 37,454. More than $21,000 were contributed by
the twenty-three churches, during the yeur, for the support and propagation of
the gospel. Ecclesiastical bodies have been furmed on the four larger Islands,
more or less conformed to the Presbyterian or Congregational models. A new
station has been commenced among the Dakotas, under favorable auspices.

The labors of the year have not been in vain among the (jibwas. The past
year has been one of trial for the Seneca mission. The educational interests of the
Senecas are kindly and faitbfully cared for by the State of New York. The
Orphan Asylum is accomplishing much for those who are admitted to its privileges.
In agriculture and domestic comfort, the Cattaraugus Indians are constantly
advancing.

Rills front the Fountaing _o’f rgrael.

BUNYAN’S PILGRIM’S PROGRESS.—No. 8.
THE HILL DIFFICULTY.
By Rxv. Jonx Woooz Brantford, C.W.
IsA. x1. 31~ They that wait upon the Lovd shall renew their strength; they shall mount up with wings as
cagles s they shall run and nit be weary ; and they shall walk and not faint.”

After parting company with Formalist and Hypocrisy, who only derided what
they seemed to think Christian’s groundless fears as to their obtaining admission
at the celestial gate, the Pilgrim went ou his way,  sometimes sighingly, and
sometimes comfortably,” commusing with his own heart, and often reading’ in
the roll he had received from one of the Shining Ones whom he had met at the
cross. Ile had not forgotten the injunction to look on it as he ran; and he now
finds how helpful to him is the good hope it represents, as he pursues the heav-
enly race. The want of this happy assurance of our acceptance with God, makes
the road heavy to mauny, who, with such an assurance, would be singing with
David and Habakkuk,

" 4o makoth my feot like hinds® feot,
And be will make me to walk upon mine high places.’—Hab. iii., 19.
Soon he came to a Hill called Difficulty, right over which the narrow way would
lead him. There were, indeed, two other ways, the one to the left, and the other
to the right of it, by taking either of which the toilsome steep might be avoided.
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But Christian, eautioned against turning aside by Evangelist, and warned of the
danger of so doing, by his own bitter experience, resolved on pursuing the straight
path; and having refreshed himself at the spring at the foot of the hill, began
the ascent, singing,

¢ Better, though diflicult, the right way to go,

Than wrong, though easy, whore the cnd is woe.”

Formalist and Hypocrisy, who followed close behind him, viewed the matter
differently. The hill was too steep and high for them, especially as they saw, on
either side of it, a much easier path, So, taking it for granted that these two
ways would meet again with that up which Christian went, on the other side of
the hill, they resolved to try them; whereupon one of them lost his way ina
great wood, aud the other among dark mountains, upon which he stumbled and
fell, and rose no more.

And so has it happened, times without number, to those who have preferred
the dictates of expediency and worldly wisdum,—or what seemed to be so, for in
reality it is always expedient to do right,—to those of conscience and the Holy
Scriptures. Wisdom’s way is a plain and a pleasant one, but it often has its
difficulties. The Lord has not promised that we shall meet with nothing in it to
try our faith and patience, for * the trial of our faith is much more precious than
of gold that perisheth.” The hills ot Difficulty, and the valleys of lIumiliation,
which lie along the path we travel, are a necessity of our spiritual life; and all
the engineering, and grading, and levelling, which easy-going christians have re-
sorted to in order to avoid them, have made the way nothing the smoother or engier;
for if it be difficult to gain the heavenly city in God’s way, it is surely impossible
for us to reach it in our own. No amount of contrivance, or of special pleading,
will ever make a wrong thing right, or release us from the obligation to stand up
for truth and duty. ‘“We ought to obey God rather than man.” To do so may
cost us the loss of friendships, and worldly influence, and gain,—may provoke
the tongue of slander, or raise the finger of scorn at us for our puritanical strict-
ness ;—but the reproach borne for Christ, and the loss endured from a regard to
his will, will be esteemed at last, * greater riches than the treasures in Egypt.”
The path of duty is always the safest and the easiest, in the long run ; for he that
is always trimming his sails for the latest breath of popularity, or is disposed to
conform to the world as far as his profession of religion will allow him to do it,
will meet with a hundred temptations, where the man of principle, who will climb
the bill of Difficulty, rather than step aside from the way, will meet one. How
often, for example, will a bold avowal of the principle of total abstinence, save a
man from the offer of wine, and the temptaticn to drink, before which so many,
who would rather deny their convictions than seem impolite, have fallen! So
too, will a steady non conformity to the sinful, and questionable pursuits of the
world, save us from even the invitation to join in them, and very often from the
sneer with which refusal to participate in them, from other considerations, would
be met. Let him then, that desires safety, ease, and *‘the honour that cometh
from God only,” copy the example of Christian, and overcome the difficulty, in-
stead of gvoiding it. All by-paths, compromises, and worldly policies, are only
snares of the devil, to ruin the unwary !

Christian, as we have said, began to ascend the hill. For a little while he ran,
but his natural strength soon gave way, and “ he fell from rupning to going, and
from going, to clambering upon his hands and his knees, because of the steep-
ness of the placo.”” In such difficulties * even the youths shall faint and grow
weary, and the young men shall utterly fall”> The strongest and most resolute
are trequently overcome when contending single-handed with temptation. Bug
‘“the Lord giveth power to the faint, and to them that have no might he
increaseth strength.” So about halfway up the hill, when well nigh™ over-
come with the fatigue of the ascent, Christian came uvpon a pleasant arbour,
provided by the Lord of the hill for weary pilgrims, There he sat him down to
rest, and to read in his roll, and cxamine the coat given him as he stood by the
cross.
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It is doubtful whether Bunyan had any particular means of grace in view in
planting this arbour of rest half-way up the hill of Difficulty. e probably
wished his readers to learn that the Lord never calls us to endure trials, without
providing us with a spring of grace, in the strength of which to meet it, nor per-
mits us to become weary, without furnishing us with an arbour in which to refresh
ourselves. * God is faithful, who will not suffer you to be tempted above that ye
are able: but will with the temptation also, make a way to escape, that ye mav
be able to bear it.”” There is a spring at the foot of every hill, if we will but
}ook for it, and an arbour in the steepest part ot it, to which the Lord invites us

or rest.

There is one arbour, however, coutinually within reach of the christian pil-
grim, to which the allegory seems speciully lo apply, viz., the Sablath,—every
week veturning to us with its freight of heavenly influences and emotions,—pearl
of days,—heaven’s autidote to the curse of labour,—memento of the risen Su-
viour, and of the completion of 1lis redeeming work! What a dreary and end-
less round of cvil were life without it! * T'he Sabbath was made for man,”—*a
watd of grace,”’—a refuge from the world,—a breakwater to earthly labours and
cares, saving to them all, * thus far shalt thou come, and no farther I” Theday
of rest is the birth-right of every human being,—aye, and of every animal too,—
and no mau, nor company of men, can righteously require any employée to fore-
go it. Nothing but the sternest necessity, or the purest beneficeuce, can justify
a depariure from the oviginal command,—*in it thou shalt not do any manaer
of work.” But physical rest was only one of the ends contemplated in the insti-
tution of the Sabbath; cultivation of the heart, by communion with God, and
contact with spiritual truths, was another, and certainly not less important one.
But alas! this arbour, so pleasant and refreshing when rightly employed, is often
made use of as was Christian’s arbour, as a place for sleep,—sleep of both body
and spirit,—instead of making it an occasion for spiritual exercises. The Sab-
bath should be the spirit’s working day,—the day upon which it should be most
active, in laying up its stores of food for the week, for

“ A Sabbath well speat,
Brings a week of content,
And strength for the toils of to-morrow.”

All through the week the spirit is corroded with cure, and exhausted with
effort; it has but little time to renew its strength for the conflict with evil. Ifit
maintain its ground against the encroachments of the foe, it is as much as in most
cases, and more than in many cases, it accomplishes. Few of us, probably, are
in as spiritual a state on Saturday night, after a week of worldly engagements,
a8 we were on Monday morning. 7The tide of religious feeling generally clds alt
the week ; but what if the Sabbath have not power enough over us fo trn it!
And how can it, if its precious hours are-wasted in sleep, or sinful indulgence,
or vacancy ? Sabbaths thus spent, will, I fear, become swift witnesses against
many of us in the day of Christ!

Sleeping in this arbour, Christian lost his roll out of his hand: but it was not
until he had reached the top of the hill that he missed it. There he met two men
Timorous and Mistrust, who had seen two lions in the way, and were fleeing
from these,—as Christian afterwards found them to be—imaginary dangers. The
evil report which these men brought him, greatly distressed and perplexed him at
first; but recollecting that the dangers before him, could not be greater than those
from which he bad fled, he resolved on pursuing his way, Bethinking him, how-
ever of his roll, which he now needed to comfort him, he was dismayed at discovering
that he had lost it. His sinful jadulgence had grieved the Holy Spirit of God,
by whom we are sealed unto the day of redemption, and Ile no longer bore
witness to his acceptance with God. "What then was to be done? Many a pro-
fessing christian has said in sach circumstances, let it go !—countent to know that
he once p d it, or thought ke did! But these out-of-date experiences did not
satisfy Christian. He had been charged to keep his roll, and look on it as he ran,
and have it ready to present it at the celestial gate, and be could not rest until
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he found it. And a long and painful search he had for it; and after he had re-
covered it, many sad but vain repentings, and self-accusations, did he suffer on
account of his sin. Sooner on later, indeed, must all such self-indalgence be
similarly atoned for, as far as remorse cna do so. 7The blood of Jesus may
cleaunse the soul from its sins; but the remembrance of them may plant o thorn
in the dying pillow, or weigh the soul down in the waters of the river of death,
as Christinn’s sins did in his case, 80 that its faith shall well nigh fuil. Beware
then, all,—but beware especially you, whose hills of difficulty are so rugged and
toilsome, lest you either turn aside to avoid them, or convert the arbour of rest
into & bed of indolence and ease. The greater your difficuliies the more grace
you may have to meet them; for *they that wait vupon the Lord shall renew
their strength,” and in His strength you ¢ shall mount up with wings as eagles:
shall run and vot be wenry ; und shall walk aud ot faint.”

Poetrp,

SHORTSIGHTEDNESS OF MAN.

4 dJdewdrop fulling on the ocean wave,
Exclaimed in fear—* I perish in this grave ;”
But, io o shell received, that drop of dew

Unto a peari of marvellous beauty grew;

And, Lappy now, the grace did magnify

Which tlirust it forth—ag it had feared—to die;
Until again, ¢ T perish quite,” it said,

Torn by rude Jiver from its ocean bed.

O uobelieving! So it came to gleam,

Chief jewel, in a monarch’s diadem.
Trexcy.

FFamilp Rexding.

PRISONERS OF 110PE.

J—— S—— was convicted of murder, and sentenced to death. The crime had
been deliberately planned, the circumstances were aggravating, and the proof was
clear. The jury returned their verdict unanimously, and the judge in pronoun-
cing sentence warned the prisoner that he had no ground whatever for expecting
mercy. The criminal was then led to a stone cell, and chained to an iron bar in
the floor, there to drag out the numbered days between the sentence and the time
appointed for its execution,

a spite of all that had passed, the infatnated man built himself up in the ex-
pectation of pardon. Sleeping and waking, be continued to occupy his time
dreaming of the pity that his case would move in the hieart of the Queen, and of
the merciful message that she would send to him. From wishing it he slid into
believing it like an article of faith. The truth is he could not endure to think
that be was on the very brink of eternity, and therefore he hoped wildly against
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resson and evidence, that he would escape. When a turnkey brought his food,
he questioned him whether any letter from the government had reached the gov-
ernor of the prison: when a missionary came to tell him of pardon through the
blood of Christ, he interrupted the solemn lessons by requests to send a petition
to the Queen. e became more eager as the time drew near. In the lon

dreary sleepless nights, if the wind rattled on the roof, or a watchman’s footfal

were heard ringing on the stone pavement along the corridor of the prison, he
started with a beating heart—Is this the messenger bringing me a reprieve?
When all was silent again, he listened at the key-hole of the iron door, until his
ear seemed ready to crack with the straining. Oh, it was an eager, deep, long-
sustained listening: but the pardon which the criminal so fondly expected never
came, and the death which he refused to believe in, approached as steadily as the
laws of nature, and overtook him at the appointed hour. If the sovereign does
not grant a pardon, all the listening and expectation and hope of the prisoner
will not bring a pardon.

Reader, in respect of your guilt and God’s judgment-seat, you are not in the
position of the wretched prisoner whom we have described. If you have already
closed with the offer made in the gospel, you have gotten the pardon into your
hand—into your heart. You taste the sweetness of the gift, and rejoice in the
goodness of the Giver. ¢ There is now no condemnation to them that are in Christ
Jesus.” *‘Ile that hath the Son hath life.”” Your sins are blotted out; and
Christ’s righteousness is yours; and you will stand in it accepted in the great
day.

But if you have not closed with the offer made in the gospel—if you have been
living without God and without Christ in the world, still you are not in the con-
dition of the infatuated prisoner who desired and hoped and yet perished. You
are in the same condition as to the sentence passed on you, ard that a sentence
of death eternal; but you are in a different condition in respect that a pardon is
ready, is offered, is pressed upon you. You are in the state of one condemned
already, but to whom a free pardon is offered from the King eternal. The Son
of God has come to your prison with a pardon in Ilis band. e stands ut the
door and knocks: but up to this moment you have permitted Ilim to stand and
knock in vain. IIis tender complaint stands recorded against you—* Ye will not
come to me, that ye might have life.”

Look at the difference between yourselfand that poor prisoner. IIelonged and
listened with his whole soul for a pardon, but no offer of pardon ever reached him :
to you the offer of pardon has come, but you have turned & deaf ear to the mes-
sage, and allowed the divine compassionate Messenger to knock and plead in vain.
Think of this, dear friend, and pray over it before the thought drop from your
mind. Turn aside, and fall upon your knees, and confess your sin to that com-
passionate Saviour, and close with Jim now. He is willing. He will receive
{ou at once and forgive you all, although you have treated him so ill. Speak to

Iim, and pour out your heart to Ilim. Fall into Ilis bosom as the prodigal did,
and Ife will rejoice over you as a lost sheep found. Ile will take you now into
His loving heart, and forever into His happy home.

But, reader, although you are not now like the prisoner of our story, there is
one event in which your case may be fearfully like his, and like it forever: that
is, if you remain careless and Christless till death overtake you, and carry you
away to the judgment-seat in your sins. While you are here, God’s terms are,
“ Seek and you shall find;” but when you have passed into eternity unforgiven,
you will never hear those words again.” Although the lost should listen for mercy
with all the energy of their being, their listening will not Lring mercy when the
day of mercy is gone.

Oh! my brother, you have permitted the din of this world to drown God’s still
small voice in your heart; make silence now for Him. Fear not to listen fully,
for the word is love: it brings o free pardon to you: “ Hear, aud your soul ghall
live.”—British Messenger.



