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CANABIAN # INDEPENBENT.

(INEW SERIES.)

TORONTO, MARCH 15, 1886.

! GDITORIAL JOTTINGS.

. WE Fuar, even in unbelieving cireles, of the
‘brotherhood of man. Brotherhood implies a
‘eommon paternity ; in other words there is no
‘brotherhood where there is not a common
fatherhood, hence our elder hrother taught us
‘to pray “Our Father.” Nor to usis there any
~evelation of that fatherhood, save in the only
‘begotten Son who hath declared the same.
Reader, are you an alien in the world, or a
brother beloved through Jesus Christ our
JLord? An heir of God through the beloved,
‘or an outcast from the commonwealth of Is-
’.i’ael. Down on your knees, alone with God.
and answer.

% VE had neglected to notice, until reminded
of the same by our friend Dr. Jackson, the
gesolution of the English Union on the sug-
‘gestion made by our Union at its last meeting
oncerning the practicability of a general
Longregational Council. The suggestion was
favorably reccived, carnestly commented on.
and correspondence resolved upon with repre-
sentatives from all parts of the Congregation-
@l world as to the practicability of the same.
#Dne of the objects mentioned in the constitu-
ion of the English Union is the maintenance
2 of correspondence with the Congregational
ghurches * * * throughout the world.”
§ WE ask attention to a wmissionary pastor’s
Jetter. It has some weighty suggestions. We
thay be comparatively doing fairly well in the
‘sitter of contributions, but we suspect very
few of our members have denied themselves
#ny luxury for the cause of missions, home or
Poreign, or on behalf of our college. We hold
éu‘ principles very cheap, we do,—God make
. feel they are worth more than gold, and that
% us a trust has been committed.

SoME of us never tire of discussing the di-
vine right of New Testanent Congregational-
ism, and yet, with that strange inconsistency
inseparable from on: present imperfect state,
take too frequently the shell, leaving the ker-
nel to be trodden under foot. There can be
little doubt but that in the early churches a
pleurality of elders existed, of teaching clders
too. We sclect one man and expect him to
be pastor, teacher, evangelist, business mana-
ger and gen-ral hack ; the ruling however must
remain with those who have the purse,in ac-
cordance with an old distich of early mem-
ories :—-

** Be it for better, be it for worse,
* Be governed by him who carries the purse.

WE confess to serious doubts as to the jus
divinuin of the form of Congregational Inde-
pendency. At a recent meeting of Congre-
gational ministers in London, Eng., the “one-
man ministry ” was discussed. The system
was denounced as being almost impossible to
the lengthened maintenance of an edifying
ministry. In ten years at most, a man would
have said ali he had to say for the edification
of the same people. Moreover, to deliver only
once a discourse which had cost much thought
and feeling was an extravagant expenditure of
effort, whereas if it were brought torth and re-
delivered some five times, not only would it be
distributed over a wider area but its effective-
ness would increase as it went. A system of
interchange was suggested, even of co-pastor-
etas, by means of which 2 man’s usefulness in
his own special direction might be spread
over a much larger sphere. This subject migh$
profitably employ some of our pens either ia
these columns, or in papers for discussion at
Association meetings.

WE have had in Toronto another of thow
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oo frequeatly recurring contests between capi-
tal and labor, which at¢ bacvming more and
more the perplexity of the patriot and the
anxiety of the christian citizen. The street
car company mke it & condition of employ-

ment thav their men should not belong to any,

labor organizati. The men were evidently
taking steps to render this engagement vain,
and the company res)lved to enforce their rule.
Some th'rty men were “spotted,” and on pro-
ceeding 0-1e morning to the stables, foun  their
names omitted from the chalked up scheduie
for the day; this simply meant discharae.
Seeing the position of things, the remaining
men refused to work, and then Toronto was
left thres days without street car service.
Eventually some arvangement was meude, and
the men returned to work. In the meantime
there had been attempts to run the caryon the
part of the company, and opposition on the
part of the men and their frieads; carbers in
general would always be in the way of arun-
ning car, and unemplyed boys and men ever
ready to unhitch the horses, sending them and
the car back to the stables,

WirnoUT en‘ering into the morits of this par-
ticular case. which combined th characteriy
tics of both the lock-out and the strike; there
are a few general words we 1t utter.  If
gervants arc to be exhorted to something raore
than eye service, masters must give to their
servants that which is just and equal ; all re-
cognizing a ma~ter in heaven. And herein
lies & sad reflection, that the gpirit of agnosti-
eism oltains largely in the counc’ls of organ-
ized labour. Let those who are Christ’s wit-
nesses take note of this faet, and order them-
selves accordingly. The New York JIndepen-
dent suzgests in regard to these conflicts, which
are yearly becoming more serious, and especial-
ly in rerard to sevvices like railroads that af-
fect public interests, the establishment of a
legal system of arbitration which the parties
must accept. In view of the serious disar-
rangement of business caused by strikes, which
as society becomes more asolidasite ismore wile
gpread and universally disastrous,some move in
this direction appears t» ke imperative. Very
much of the general business of the city suf-
fered seriously by the trouble that has ealled
forth these rematks, not only by the sto;-
page of a wonbed system of travel, but by the
general excitement gendered, arnd by the in-

cipient riots which cause uncertainty and fear.
Meanwhile it rests with our pastors and work-
ers to persevere in pressing both upon master
and servant, the mutual responsibilities of
their respective positions.

Our esteemed foreign missionary, Mr. W. T,
Currie, has taken to himself a wife to share
the duties, dangers and pleasures of African
missionary life. The young bride was Miss
Ciara. M. Wilkes, the youngest daughter of
Mr. James Wilkes, of Brantford, and niece of
our venerable father Dr. H. Wilkes. The mar-
riage was cel:brated on Thurslay, March 11,
in the church at Brantford, by our brother,
Mr. Fuller, assisted by Mr. Wm. Hay and Mr.
(5. 8. Pedley. Our benedictions follow our
friends.

THE present systemn of providing our stu-
dents with the necessary funds for making
their way through college has to most of us
very many objections, yet how to mend mat-
ters is a perplexity. Most of our students do
effective work during the summer in our mis-
sion fields, yet at a remuneration which is not
sufficient to sustain them during the winter
months, together with the necessiry books
and c'othing. To go into details. From eighty
to a hundred dollars are spent for boa.d and
lodging. Twenty more isa very limited allow-
ance for books, stationery, ete. One hundred
is about all the mission field supplies nett;
leaving no margin except on the debit
side for personal expenses. On the other
hand, it scems scarcely right that the
regular College fund should be burdened with
the extra expense of kecping the students, who
themselves desire to earn, in a straightforward
manuner, their keep. The establishment of a
system of bursaries wou d duv much to remove
the difficulty, and we press it upon the con-
sideration of our well-to-do friends, of our
churches, Ladies’ Associations or Sunday
schools, the placing annually at the disposal
of the College Board a sum ranging from, say,
twenty-five to fifty dollars, to be competed for
by the students in various ways. We have
three such through the liberality of a single
individual ; we could in view of a prospectibe
inerease in the nwaber of our students dispnse
of same twenty more. In view of increasing
our College efliciency. such a step as this i
becoming an ubso.ute necessity. Who will
respoud ?
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WE have received from a respectea brother,
whose face in the flesh we have mnever scen,
but with whom we have often had sweet con-
verse, some private letters. The substance
thereof we feel to be so suggestive, that we
take the liberty of printing a large part of the
letters, assured that others will enjoy the same
even should they not entirely accept the
utterances:

“I went to Halifax at the end of the year for medi-
cal advice. Thero I heard that the old Congregatinnal
chureh, ““Salem,” in Argyle street, had been lately
sold and was to be turned into shops. Oh ! uther peo-
ple may take these things easily, but they do distress
me. Does humanity love pomp and parade and bustle
and noise ? 90 that anything that is merely pure and
spiritual has no attraction for human uature. At this
moment, the '* Salvation Army ” is working, and with
success, in Halifax,

And the Congregational church has died out there 1

There is organization (and there is mutual forbear-
ance, and there is a sweet fellow-feeling wh ch is even
better than esprit de corps) in the Salvation Army : but
there is (to my mind) a very sensuous shell which cov-
ers the spiritual kernel of the Christisn life and work.
Drums and tambourines, at first sight, seem tu be
rowdy accompaniments ot the gospel, but they do at-
tract attention. Does God sanction them? On the
other hand, how is it that Cougregational principle
does not last 7 Is it a kernel without any shell to pro-
tectit? And doesit lapse into spiritualism ? which
is unsuitable for humanity, and so dues it evanesce ?

My three R's (without invasion of orthography) are
Reason, Revelation and Regeneration. Now revela-
tion is addressed fo reason, and regeneration by the
Holy Ghost comes through ** Revelation.”

“The seed is the Word of God,
The sword of The Spirit is the Word of God.”

Therefore in the spread of the kingdom, reason can-
not be discarded. Our reasvning may be faulty, may
be erruneous, but the national faculty itself is that to
which the utterance of God is addressed. And the
Spirit of God to regenerate is conveved in and through
that revelation, or utterance of His to the rationil
creature. Otherwise, obedience, to such a precept: s
‘‘Render therefore unto Cmsar the things that are
Czaar’s, and unto Gud the things that are God’s,”
would be simply impossible. And God would have
spoken ¢ no purpose. In His very insistance on the
necessity of the new birth of this very ** regeneration,”
our Lord refers to reason when he says : ** That which
i3 born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of
the spirit is spirit.” He refera to a great natural and
spiritual law, that *‘like begets like.” Nothing but
reason can take cognizance of that law. And nothing
but reason can respond to the requirement—*‘ Yea
why even of yoursalves judge ye not what is right 7’

In the little magazine of the 16th Feb., Y have been
much strtick by Mr. Hague's letter, (or paper,) on *‘or-
ganization or non-organization.” It is a two edged
sword. It declares the ucter iusutliciency of Congrega-
tional principles by themselves. But does it not also
show the necessity for orthodox ¢ organization 7”

What is “organization” but praoctical conoord in @

single purposs 2 This ia the very ground on which I
find, when I search my conscience, that 1 am not an
‘“Independont.” The essential ¥REEDOM (Galatiana,
v, 1) of Congregationalism for the sake of holiness, and
in order to holiness in single devotion to Christ, is the
very thing that demands submission to fixed settled
truth.  **No uncertain sound of Biblical dnctrine” can
consist with “orthodoxy” ; no uncertain sound of the
trumpet can awaken dead sovuls ; no uncertain sound
of the bugle can call the soldiers of Christ together te
fight under his banner. *‘I have no greater joy than
to hew that my children are walkig N Trers.”  *‘In-
dependence like Pilate is always asking, ‘What is
truth 2" whereas the Saviour said that He, ** came to
be a witness to the tzuth,” and that ‘‘every one that is
of the truth heareth thy veice.,” It is death to *‘Con-
gregational ” principle 1if it ignores ** anthority.” Oue
lifo requires that we should decline human authority
in order that we should give ourselves up to Divine
au hority. Authoritive Biblical Congregationalism 13
authoritive Biblical Christianity. And of this, in ita
differentia, it is plain from Mr. Hague's letter that the
churches are not always the best judyes.

Do you suppose, if three TRUE ministers of Christ
had listened continuously to the teaching ot the faulty
pasturs, that they, in whom God had ‘‘put the word
of recomciliation” (2 Corinth. v, end of verse 19,)
would not have detected the unsoundness and the
absence of “ grace?” (See Acts xi, 23, and Galstians
il, 9.) It is quite trua that the final acceptance of
pastors ought to rest with the “‘churches of the saints,”
that is with the real behevers in the several congrega-
tious, but then it is equally tiue that qualited and
faithful ministers of Chist, who are given up to the
sewe function, would much sooner detect ** the spirit o
error’ and the departure from ** the narow gate 1n the
trodden way™ thau do the congregations detect it.

Are such men as Mr. Hague alludes to to beallowed
to waste the fluck because independency refuses guid-
ance ab extra? The truth iy, that the time has come
when we must choose between ‘‘Independency” and
holy Congregationalism. ¢ True holiness,” in Ephe-
siaus is * holiness of the truth.”

1f we but lived as we ought to live and as we migh$
live, a puwer would go out fiom us that would nake
every day a lyric sermon that should be seen and felé
by an ever-enlarging audience. -

Mr. Ruskin gives this timely trutk ; ¢‘The true
strength of every human soul is to be depended on as
many nobler as it can discern, and to be depended
upon by as many inferior as it can reach.”

The man who is aver-slow to praige any one will live
a long tim e before his silence in this respect can have
done as much harm as a person who is too lavish and
careless with his culugies may do in a day.

We know well what is implied by a reserve fund of
money or of time over the actual needs of our daily
hife, how it can be applied to 2 hundred objects of com-
fort and pleasure to famulies, or of welfare to the oom-
munity. But ic rarely occurs to us that the same thing
applies in even a more effective and permanent manner
to our vital powers, To have a surplus uf strength ia
at once to have meny opportunities put inte dur handa;
and he, who by a systematic self care, mzintaina-this
surplus is in just that proportion prepared to be help-
ful and valuable to society.
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PREACHING.

“1t was God's gond pleasure,through the fool-
ishness of the preaching, (thing preached) to
save them that believe;” writes Paul to the
Corinthian church (1 Cor. 1, 21,) having already
written vhat “ The world through s wisdom
knew not Go.” Nrite the insertion of 4ts in
the R V,, for many foolish tirades against wis-
dom have been founded on its absence. Never-
theless mere head knowledge, curious arts,
magpnificent architecture, all t%e refinements of

an highly civilized life, wealth, wisdom of

schools,—none of .hese could save; but the

simple sto y of the cross, the apparent folly of

faith in a erucified redeemer—these were the
power of God unto salvation.
1t ¥s needless to explain that by foolishness
Paul does not mean folly, but as in the case of
Agrippa before whom Paul preached of a suf-
fering and risen Christ | what the world deems
foolishness is God’s loving wisdom. “ With
but little persuasion thou wouldst fain male
me a Christian,” Acts xxvi, 28, R.V., exclaimed
half scornfully the proud king to the earnest
prisoner; that is a simple story you are tell-
ing, Paul; with such child’s play you swely
do not expect to make me a Christian! The
reaching of the cross 4s, to them that are
rishing, foolishness: and yet by this foolish-

"ness it is God’s zood pleasurc that they who'

believe are to be saved.

The design of preaching therefore is to pre-
sent salvation to faith. Will the aceredited
preaching of the O. T. and the N. T. afford us
any insight into the purport and nature of
this great Salvation ?

The only O. T. examples to which in the
N. T. the word “preach” is applied ave the
eases of Noah and of Jonah, 2 Pet. ii, 5: Mat
xii, 41. Of the substance of Noah's preaching
we have that simple word “ righteousnéss.”

onak’s was in design the same, for the king
ge.ring of the weird judgment ery: “Yet forty
days and Nineveh shall bejdestroyed,”exhorted:
% Cry mightily ucto God, yea, turn every one
from his evi! ways and from the violence that
¥ in their hands;” and we read ** God saw their
workg, that they turned from their evil way:
and God repented of the evil whigh he said he

ould do unto them; and he did it not.”

Righteousness and judgment were the themes
éf the O. T. preachers thus designated in the
N T Enoch, the tenth from Adam, pro-

phesicd or preached, and in Jude, xiv, 15, we
have hig themes. They ave the same as those
of Noah and Jonah, John—the voice in the
wilderness—came preaching, and his themes
were, “ Repent. The kingdom of heaven is at
hand.” He further pointed to the Lamb of
Uod-—the greater than himself, who taketh
away the sin of the world and baptizes with
the Holy Ghost and with rfre. The first re-
corded preaching of Jesus was (Math. iv, 17))
“ Repent ye, for the kingdom of heaven is at
hand,” and that which is generally called the
sermon on the mount is one continued teaching
of righteousness, so heart searching that all who
have endeavored to take ia its meaning must
have repecated the experience Paul records,
Rom. vij, 9, and asked “ Who ig sufficient for
all these things 2” The Apostles take up the
strain (Aets in, 19-26 ) “in turning every one
of you from your iniquities,” und the great
preacher Paul declares his commission in these
words (Acts xxvi, 18) “To open their-eyes,
that they may turn fromn darkness to light.”
The effect of a great preacher’s work in modern
days has been thus described L:- atrue hearted
poet —

‘“The tlow of emotion deep and strong

Troubled the land as it swept along,

.\nd left a result of holier lives,

Tenderer mothers and worthier wives,

The husband and father whose children fled,

And sad wife wept when his drunken tread

Frightened peace from his roof tree’s shade,

And a rock of otfence his hearthstone mads ;

In a strength that was not his own, began

To rise from the brutes to the plane of man.

Old friends embraced, long held apart

By evil counsel and pride of heart :

And penitence saw through misty tears,

In the bow of hope on its cloud of fears,

The promise of heaven's etornal years—

The peace of God, for the world’s annoy,

Beauty for ashes, and oil of joy.”

What works this mighty change ? The gog-
pel, crangel, the good tidings which angels
sang on Bethlehem's plain and which Paul da-
clared to be “ the power of God unto Salvation
to every one that believeth.” For therein is
revealed a righteousness of God by faith untp
faith,” as it is written: “But the righteous
shall live by faith.” (Rom. i, 17.) ‘

On strictly scriptural grounds we have
reached the conclusion that the end of gospel
preaching is salvation from the carse, of Ain,
both in its condemning and in its corrupting
power, and this by faith, for the word of hese-
ing does not profit, when not united by Taith



THE CANADIAN

INDEPENDENT. 6o

in them that hear. The power of the pulpit
then, from a seriptural point of view, is to bhe
estimated by its power to save men from sin,
its ruinous consequences, and to build up in
holiness, righteousness and peace. The power
of the pulpit therefore is not to be judged of
by its ability fo drow, though that power,
sanctified, is a gift by nomeans to be despised ;
nor by its ability to gather money for the pay-
ing off of debts which should never have been
contracted ; though here again is a talent one
may well desire; but the true gauge of success-
ful preaching is to be found in the turning of
men from darkness unto light, in building up
on “your most holy faith,” in altered lives, in
tears sanctified with joyous submission, in bur-
dens lifted fromm weary hearts, and strength
imparted to those who often are bewildered,
dazed with the worries and the toil of life.

I had thought of enquiring whether the pul-
pit of to-day is equal to the pulpit of genera-
tions gone, but as the question was thought
upon, the feeling grew, that no reliable weans
of answering are at hand; at any rate the
question must first he answered whether thel
Christian world is more righteous to-day than
at former periods in the churel’s history.
Personally 1 believe that the power of Chris-
tianity is steadily advancing, though as the
ocean tide, in waves. The tide does not rise
as water in our reservoir, steadily, almost im
perceptibly, as the engines constantly and
evenly pump, but by waves, which follow
each other dashing cach a little higher than
the former and then rushing back into the
great ocean again. Caught in the back swell
we despondingly cry all is sinking, but faith
beholds righteousness rising “as the waves of
the sea”; (Is. xlviii, 18)) and to this e¢nd the
foolishness of preaching is ever working. “It
were to be wished the flaws were fewer in the
earthen vessel holding treasure,” but in those
earthen vessels the treasure has been placed,
“that the exceeding greatness of the power
may be of God, and not from ourselves.”

One truth of practical importance in the re-
lation of pulpit and pew I woyld here press.
The church of history since the fourth century
has been supported chiefly by the state. Tak-
ing the placein political economy of the old
Pagari faiths, governments were nominally
Christiai and supperted the church. This in
& money point of view gave independence to
the preacher, who did not depens upon . the

whims of the people for his daily bread, how-
ever much he depended upon his political
masters. A sturdy nonconlormist, who has
long advocated disestablishment in England,
but who has resided for some time on this con-
tinent, said to the writer conversing on thig
subject, that he should return with ditferent
feeiings to the old land, on this question; he
had seen so much of the tyranny of the pew
as to lead bim to the conclusion that there
were worse evils than an established church.
The facts which our friend noticed are pain-
fully real; the people pay their money and
claim frem the preacher as from their tailor
the fahsion their fancy dictates. Men prefer
largely to hear their own prejudices echoed,
their fancies pleased, rather than to receivein-
struction, they desire to be at ease in Zion, to be
rested by being amused or put spiritally to sleep.
“Prophesy smoothe things,” but do not touch us,
our pockets, our pleasures or our practices, In
meeting these real difficulties I am not diepos-
ed to advocate “ establishment,” rather the in-
dependence of Paul, willing to suffer the loss
of all things that he might possess the righte-
ousness of Christ ; knowing how to he abased
and how to abound, having the secret both to
be filled and to be hungry,able to do all things
in him that strengtheneth.” Only a christian
people have no right to place that burden upon '
« solitary shoulder, they themselves scaice
aiding with their little finger. It is criminal
cowardiee thus to do.

The interdependence of pulpit and pew is
not to be regretted, rather decpened, only the
pew should learn it has other responsibilities
than fault finding, than a mere attendance and
support ; and the power of the pulpit will be
largely proportioned by the material sympathy
and aid received from the pew. Gentle reader,
how is your part being performed ? Tknow it
is casy to lay down rules, to say what ouglgt
to be, to detect flaws in what is. The sun hag
many spots. What ave we doing to render
the preaching of the cross effective? In ne
country has the pulpit as a whole been more
effective in past days than in Scotland. Words-
worth speaks of “the virtuous hounsehold
though exceeding poor, pure livers, fearing
God: the very children taught stern self re-
spect, & reverence for God's word, and an habi-
tual piety, maintained with strictness scarcely
known on English ground;” and in no coyn-
try has an edugated miiiistry been iusisted op
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with more determination, or a deeper reverence

thereunto joined with a straightiorward free-|.

dom, than in that land of persecution and the
covenant. And if the pulpit isto meintain its
piacc among the spiritual powers of the day,
not only must the hireling be banished from
its desk, the charlatan from its enclosure, but
the conceit of ignoranc must depart from the
house of God, and the pew fulfil its respon-
sibilities,

We do need however, simple straightforward
dealin:s with sin in all its forms, aud a plain

resentation of Jesus as the only hope of the
‘individual soul, and through the individual of
society. All other hopes are vain, any other
means of drawing men worse than wvain, for
alluring by false hopes they land in the outer
-darkness, cry peace, when peace is not.

We do mnot need speculations regarding
heaven, the millenium, the heathen, ete. There
is often profoundest wisdom in saying, I do
not know. There are secret things which be-
long to God, faith willingly leaves them there.
It is unbelief that vainly tiies to jear down
the veil.  During the oft times angry discus-
sions regarding the proper method of defining
the divinity of Christ at the licene council,
Spiridion, a shepherd with one eye and a de-
formeadleg,the results of persecutions, a Cyprian
bishop, wearied with scholastic disputings
abiuptly rose and said : “ Inthe name of Jesus
Christ, hear me philosophers : there is one God,
maker of heaven and earth, and of all things
visible and invisible, who made all things by
the word of his power, and by the holiness of
His Holy Spirit; this word, by which name
we call the Son of God, took compassion on
men, for their wanderings astray, and for their
savage condition, and chose to be born of a
woman, and to converse with men, and to die
for them, and he shall come to judge every one
for the things done in life, These things we
‘believe without curious enquiry—if thou be-
lievest, rise and follow me to the Lord’s house
and receive the sign of this faith.”

This is the simple all embracing gospel. Ex-

unding it the pulpit has gospel power, believ-
ing it brings salvation to heart and house.

Believest thou this ? then salvation is yours:
rejectest thou? then the condemnnation of death
remains upon you.

.. If we could road the secret history of our enemies,
we should find in each man’s life sorrow and suffering
enough to disarm all hostility.

G orrespondence.

Tue Cross CORNERS,
Syiti’s VILLAGE, Feb., 1886.

Mgz, Eptror,—Having heard how as the columns of
your valuable journal is open to the public, I thought
I would send you a few lines.  I'm a plain spoken wo-
man, 1 am, I allers says what I means and meansa what
I says. and 1 want to give you a few thoughts that
have been a kind of floating loose like in my mind
lately with regard to some things I have been noticing
in ** Moderu Christianity *’ as they cail it, and want to
say something in this about giving. I am an old-fash-
ioned woman, I am, and 1 like old fashioned ways,
When I was a girl 1 was taught that to give meant put-
ting one’s hand in one’s pocket and handing out the
cash cheerfully, without expecting anything in return
—but now-a-days it appears to me that people (at least
most of them) thinks when & man comes to usk for
help for the master’s work—well, what am I going to
get in return. Mris, A, comes to Mr. B, and says,
says she, **Mr. B. I'm a collecting for a very deserving
cause—to help a poor church out of debt.” ** Very sor-
ry mum says Mr. B., but times is hard, and family ex-
penses is heavy, and business very bad, and charity
you know begins at heme, and so you must pass me
bv.” But by and by in comes Mra. C. and says, says
she, ¢ Oh, Mr. B.! our church is getting up a little en-
tertainment, nice singing, some pretty young ladies in
tableaux, and Mr. Glibtongue to give sonie comic read-
ings, and lots of ice-cream to cool off with—tickets
only 25¢.—you muat take half-a-dozen, and bring Mrs.
B. and the children—its for a good cause you know.”
My, B., with a smile, puts his hand in his pocket and
pulls out one dollar and Bfty cents. No talk of hard
times and family expenses now, and he puts the
amount down 1n his petty cash to benevolent account,
and thinks he is a giving to the Lord. Now sir, I may
be an cld fool, but I don’t call that giving--no sir, I
don’t. Times was mighty bad last year, they was sir;
I nev - knew wheat so low, and we had hard work to
get - .ong.  Silas (that’s my old maun) was wanting a
new hat and a new suit badly, and he intended going
into the city to buy them ; the time came round for the
mssionary collections, and Silas says, says he, ‘‘ Bet-
sey, I'm afear'd I can’t give nothin this year, and yet
it goes agin the grain not to,” and X seen hhn for a day
or two l-oking very thoughtful like. Well, Kriday
came and he goes off to the city—when he came home
he luoked a kind of relieved, and I heard him a hum-
ming ** From Greenlands Icy Mountains,” as he went
about his work, Sunday, when he went up to drese
for meeting, I expected to see himn come down with his
new suit and hat, but law if ¥ wan't surprised to see
the old things on him. Law, Silas, I says, ain’t you
agoing to git ready ? I'm already says he with a smile,
the old duds has to do another turn. Why, says I,
have you lost any moncey ? No, says he, I've lent s to
the Lord; and then 1 understood it, and I tell you sir,
1 was prouder of my old man in his shabby suit, than
if he had the finest broadcloth on,and 1 guessthe Lord
was proud of him too—T guess that's the kind of giving
He takea stock in. Therc’s o pile of money spent on
dress and finery for thest poor bodies of ours, and in
decorating our houses with all kinds of ‘* brick bats"
1 thinks they calls these .dd things that are always in
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the way and makes ono fecl likea bull in a chinashop,
afraid to stir for fear of breaking something, und in
giving parties where all the people do 18 to gossip and
play cards, or put themselves into a heat hopping about
the room first on one foot and then on the other, the
men pulling the women round after them, and all this
costs heaps of money, and yet people are so poor when
the collection plate comes round. And even our
churches are too fine, aud the money that might aend

the blessed gospel to the poor perishing heathen is put

into bricks and mortar, and stained ylass and soft !

cushions, and beautiful music ; and most churches puts

seems to bo a forewone conclusion. But would not a
re-distribution of the field and a re-adjustment of sta-
tions in some instances givo strength and save money.
Should not the bold policy of abandoning some fields
which have long been helped but give no promise of
success be adopted { Above all does not the present
monetary erisis in our Missionary work appeal urgont-
ly to those generous friends of the cause who devise
liberal things, the benefits of which are to be reaped
when they have passed uway. Waould not a few liberal
donations given in these times of financial straightness
do more good, be more pleasing to God, and bring great-

more than they have into them things till they have ! er blessing to the soul of the benefactors, than the

that ornament they calls a mortygage on top of them—- i
and then they are always in difticulty-—but I must stop

sir, or you will say T am an old bore. You will hear
from me again sir. Next time, perhaps. U shall sy
what 1 thinks about church amusements.
I remain,
v onr humble servant,
Auxt Bersy.

THAT 19 PER CENT.

Mg. Eprror,—Will you allow a howe missionary
who was long a pastor of a self-sustaining church and
who has acted on local, genvral and ~xecutive mission-
ary commniittees, to enter a respectful protest against
the plan now in operation of helping to econumise
misssionary resources by withholding 10 per cent.
from the amount of the grants mado to the missionavies,
We freely acknowledge that the cmergency is yreat,
possibly imperative ; but siv, is it just that the hard
working and comparatively 1ll-paid nussionary should
have to meet so large a proportion of a debt fur the
contracting of which he is persounally in no way re-
sponsible. Suppusing the reduction to vover the whole
of the current missionary year and what dues is amount
to in the aggregate ! Simply that cach pastor is made
to eontribute from £15 up to £40 towards the Misswon-
ary debt, according to the amount of the grant received
and that too over and above his own freewill offering
to the mission fund. Now it is not hard to conedive
what sacrifices this will render ncecssary on the part
of the missionary. In sume cases 1t will require his
allowing his Life Assurance Policy to lapse from inabil-
ity to pay the half-yearly premium. In other cases
he will be compelled to withdraw from the widows and
orphans and pasturs Retirins fund, and in still other
cages the much needed horse will have to be relinyuish-
ed. Should he have to leave his post the likelihood is
that it would only be taken by an infertor man ; should
he remain in his charge he might be compelled to ke

out his livelihood by resorting to very questionable ;

expedients, and thus demonstrate the truth of the
pregnant saying of Dr. Chalmers: “‘A scandaluus sup-
port make a scandalous ministry.” As to the expedi-
ents suggested by our indefatigable Missionary Super-
intendent in his letter in the C. L. of the st of Mareh,
they should all of them be candidly and vpenly discuss-
ed. The shding scale was tried many years ago, but
if we are not mistaken it resulted in no church sliding
into self-support as a noble vessel on the stucks slides
into the ocean when launched, but in several worthy
paatora sliding away inte other countries or into other
denominations. That o new work can be undertaken

.

lar ger bequests which might come into the inissionary
treasury inmore prosperous times,
A Missioxary Pasrok,

1 ews of the GYhurches.

CowWANSVILLE.—A quiet work of grace 13 at present
in progress here. Special services are being conducted
by the pastor. 12 persons were recetved into fellow-
ship on Sunday, 7th inst., and it is expected that others
will soon follow. Mr. Malcoln J. Cameron has been
elected and publicly set apart to fill the vacancy in the
diaconate, cassed by the death of the late Robt. Jubb.

Ecoxowy. -~ This chnureh has been successful in oh-
taining tor pastor Rev. Fred. MacLeod, a graduate of
Bangor Seminary and Middlebury College. He is a
Nova Seotian by birth, the sun of Deacon MacLeod, of
Liverpool church.  Pursuant to letters, a missive sent
to the churches of St. John, Yarmouth and Noel, a
ccuncil was convened in tho church on Wednesday,
the 17th of February, at 2 p.n.  St. John church was
not well represented, the brethven being detained at
home by extra engagements. Rev. William Melntosh,
of Yarmouth, was chosen moderator, and Rev. Jacob
\W. Cux, of Noel, scribe.  After devotivnal exercises,
led by My, 8. (¢, Moore, Mr. McLeud came before the
council and presented his credentials, gave a brief ac-
count of his early religinus experience, call to the min-
istry, and also stated in a lucid manner his doctrinal
and ecclesinstical views. The council expressed 1tself
satistied, and voted to proceed with the ordination and
installatiun in the evening.  Aceordingly a fair audi-
once assembled at 7 p.m.  After singing and prayer,
a brief scripture reading, Mr. McLeod was set apart to
vne work of the ministry by the laying on of hands,
the prayer being offered by Mr. Mclntosh, who also
addressed the people, or rather preached a sermon
from the words, *‘ Fur where two or three are gather-
ed together in my name, there am I in the midst of
them.”—-Mat, 18, 26. The right hand of welcome was
given by Mr. Coux, who also addressed the pastor, bas-
ing his remarks upun the words of Paul : ** Say to Ar-
chippua that thou take heed to the ministry which thou
hast rveceived in the l.ord, that thou fulfil it.”-—Col.
4. 17, Anappropriate solo was sung by one of the
brethren, ** Gathet hem in for there yet is room,”
and the hymn ** Shepherd of  lracl thou dost keep,”

’

, was sung by the choir, joined in heartily by the con-

gregation. The benediction was pronounced by the
pastor,and the congregation dispersed, with high hopos
that the future would bring with it God’s richest blees~
ing upou the unjted labors of pastor and people. On
Thureday evening a very successful sociable was
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held in the basemert of the chut £, folloacd by nooo o Tratning School, of her inability longer to continue in

intercsting lecture !y Mr. Malntosh, upon Oliver
Cromwell. Asa preachcr ana iccturer, brothor Me-

Intosh is winning pelion opinicns in theso Maritime
Provincos, and it is t« i+ eme (stly hoped that his stay
in this region may be . very protyscted one. There
ks room for good men d u lere.

Marrann.--Matlane ourch islooking up, thanks
to the Yarmouth churel,, ~ho have come again to their
rolief, this time sending rive boxes of glass, This
will put lights in all the windows, The outside is ox-

cted to be finished and painted by June. Perhaps
ggforo the saummer is over services will be held in it,

Newzouvnpvuanp i -~ QueeN's Roap Congrogational
church, St. Joun's, held its various annval mevtinga
last month, and the reports from the several societies
show a steady and healthy increase of numbers and
well sustained interest in their seperate departments
of church work. From the Secretary’s report it ap-
peara that eight now members joined the church, the
greater number of whom were from the Biblo classes.
Four left the country, other losses four, leaving our
membership still 128 ; and the total under pastoral
caro i3 abeut 660, including sailors in port. The
Treasurer showed o balance on the right side ; and a
regolution was passed to make up to the pastor the
snm of £25 stg. which tho Colonial M. Soc. had with-
drawn from its zrant for 1885. The Sunday school
showed in a vigorous condition, and its contributions
for missions amounted to the sum of $218.60, with 17
officers and teachers and 150 scholars. During the
{g::}r a sale of ladies’ work, under the auspices of the

ies' Sewing Circle, was held and the sum of 3840
added to'the new organ fund, which now amounts to
$1,086; and which reflects much credit upon the choir
and L. 5. Circle in their persevering offorts to attain
this result during the paat two years, The Secretary
of the pastor's Bible class read an admirable report
shewing an attendance averaging 74, with $10.20 col-
lected for missions. Reports were also read from the
Board of Mar.agement, The Temperance Society, Tho
Ladies” Sewing Circle, The Sunday School, The Mutual
Ympt. Ass’n, and the Savings Bank, and a general
view of the year's work of the whole church thus clear-
1y presented to the people, As pastor I cannot too
warmly record my gratitude to the Great Head of the
charch’ for the co-operation of theso several society
officers. We feel not only that many hands make

't work, but that the mutual help and prosperity of
alt theee afiliated societies ia the only real indication
of tho perminent good work of the church. By means
of theso societies, covering as they do the spiritual aud
intellectual, and missionary and social sspects of life,
the church can more especially interest the young g:g
ple and call'‘torth their energies on ‘behalf of the Re-
deemer’s kingdom, Our annual tea' meeting was held
on $4th Feb,; and & most successful programme of
music, readings, etc., was rendered by the choir ; and
addresses given by ministers of tho sister churches.
Thb first real storm of the present winter opened apon
urtgaﬁl night, but the r&ow v;)eu filled, axid inl::dn
amid the evergreens an ight bunting with which
€ho committee had decorated the roog?g the wrath of
$he stdrm kivg was cntirely forgotten. The only draw-
Biiok 6 our position this year is the intimation of #iss
((!gigd. he zealous prmeipal of the 8t. John's Teucher's

this work. Under the system of Denominational edu-
cation hore, the training schorl under the Misses Good
hus done & work of the first iinportance not only to us
but to education in the colony ; and has besides be-
come & most valuable auxiliary to our Missionary work
in tho outposts. Miss Guoa's decision lays the respon-
sibility of assuming thoe duties of the school upon the
church funds, as Government grants for this purﬁow
are given per capite and our numbers are too small o
secure us a grant for this purpose. A rvesolution of
appreciation of the generous, self-sacrificing character
of the Misses Good's work w.s passed at our meeting,
and we aro now earnastly seeking a way to continue
tho work. If we could get some educated woman,
with the educational and missionary zeaf of our English
sisters, the Misses Good, tu come over and help us, 1t
would be a groat and noble work for tho Master.

[We heartily congratulate our Newfoundland friends
on their most excellent report. They cheer our
hearts.—Ep. ]

Sary1a.—Our Mis:ionary Superintendent has been
supplying this place since New Years, evidently with
great acceptance, ar on his retiring from the tield, an
address was presented to him, expressive of estecin and
appreciation of loving services earnestly rendered.
This church, however, 18 suffering scverely by remov-
als, though with a guod scttlement and mission support
thore is room for growth, and prospect too. BSeven
have been added to the fellowship during our friend's
work here.

QUEBEC ASSOCIATION.

The Quebee Association et in Emmanuel church,
Montreal, on Tuesday, March 2nd, at 2:30, p.m,
Owing to the snow blnckade and other causes, the at-
tendance from the country was not as large as had been
expected.

The members present were Rovs. Drs. Wilkes,
Stevenson and Cornish, Geo Purkis, E. M. Hill, H.
A. Mclntyre, A. F. Rivard, J. (. Sanderson, John
McKillican and Geo. Willett, Mr. Gev. Hague was
present as a delegate from ¥manuel church, and Messrs.
R. McLaughlan and John Ritchie from Calvarychurch.
Rev. James A. Pettce, missionary from Japan, and
the students of the Congregational College were invit-
ed to sit as honorary members. Devotional exercises
were conducted by the moderator, Rev. Geo. Purkis.

Geo. Hague, Esq., introduced the topic—** Qur Col-
lege, its present corndition and needs,” The points
specially emphasised werc its needs, viz.: a resident
profeasor, a larger number of students, and increased
contributions from our churches. !

Rev. Geo. Willett opened a discussion on the rela-
tion of the missionary society to the church at Bellé
Riviere, and its pastor Rev. A. F, Rievard. Aftér"s
lengthy discussion it was decided to refer the question
back to the general missionary committee. Al

Rev. Geo. Willett was appointed’ to ropresent the
waociation on the executive committee, I

In the evening the annual public missionary meet-
g of the Montreal churches were held in Emmanvel
church. The attendance was larger than on formet
occamions, and the musical service rendered by the
choit, undet the direction of Mr. Clarenos Lyman sti#l
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Mr. Bennett was much apprecinted. Rev. Dr. Stoven-
son presided.  Rev., Jumes A, Pettee, deputation from
tho A. B. C. F. M, gave an iuteresting address on
Japan, and oxhibited a number of intcresting curiosi-
ties from that country, and Rev. Geo, Willett spoke
on our home mission work.

The association resumed its scasion o Wednesday
worning.  After the usual devoetional service, Rov.
Dr. Stovensen read a must interesting paper on ** Re-
vivals ; their advantages and dangers,”  Most of the
brethren present tovk part in the discussion that fol-
lowed. As some of the churches in this district are at
present enjoying seasons of spiritual awahening, the
subject was timely and practical, and the views express-
ed by the essayist met with general concurrence.
We hope that this paper will come beforo our churches
Shrough the pages of THE CANADIAN INDEPENDENT.

Rev. E. M. Hill read a criticism on ** current errors
of speech,” which was an able plea for the preservation
of the purity of the English language.  Sunplicity of
speech was advocated, also the avoidance of slang and
the loose utterances of the atreet. Reuaret was express-
od that some of the old expressive religious works,
auch as Piet7, Conversion, Banctitication, and the like,
were falling into disuse in the pulpit. This paper was
discussed at some length, after which Mr. Hill was ap-
pointed critic, to note all errors of speech, which should
form the subject of a paper at our noxt meeting. Asa
result of this ajpointment it is expected chat the mem-
bers of Quebec Association will endeavor to set a watch
upon therr lips, at least when in tho company of our
esteemed brother, the pastor of Calvary church.

The question of univn with the Free wiJl Baptista
:was introduced. The recent steps taken towards such
“union in England and the Unitod States were referred
't0, tho principle meeting with cordial approval.

i Rev. Dr. Stevensun referred to the desirability of a
mutual understanding between the various christian
bodies in their home mission work, so ae to prevent the
multiplicity of churches in small villages and sparsely
settled districts, and the hope was expressed that the
grnposed movement in that direction between the Pres-
yteriar and Methodist churches might become more
goneral, and oxtend to all evangelical churches.

Reports were received on the stato of the work in

the chur...es at Cowansville, Danville, Waterville, and

which were hopeful and encouraging.
Plans of ssrmons on the text. Eph. 3, 19, were vead
d discussed.

It was decided to hold the September meeting either
in Cowansville or Granty, and Rev. Messrs. McIntyre,
derson and Purkis were appointed essayists.

This intereating pession was brought toa close by s
ery epjoyable social meeting, given by Emmanuel
urch to the members of the association and the
ter churches in Montreal. The iecture room, which
baen tastefully decorated with Canadian, British
d Americpn flags. by the young men of the church,
s8 woll filled by 8 o'clock, Geo. Hague, Esq., was
od to the chair, and short addresses were given by
. Mossrs, Sanderson, Stevenson, Purkis, Pettee,
Intyre and Willett. Ice cream and other refresh-
ents provided by the ladies were served, and the reat
f the eyening was pleasantly spent- in aocip(l} %tcr-
ugge. - . W.

Emmanuel, Zion and Calvary churches, Montreal, all of

WESTERN ASSOCIATION,

‘The next meeting of the above association will be
held in the city of Brantford, April Gth and Tth
Meet for organization on Tuesday, Gth, at 3 p..
Divine service inthe evening,  Preacher, H. ). Hant-
er; alternate John Morton. ‘The following are among
thoe papers expected : —**Hhistorical sketch of the Wes-
tern Asssociation,” by the Secretary ; *Experiences of
a Missionary Pastor,” by W, H. A. Claris ; ** Review
of Progressive Orthodoxy,” by John Morton, Church-
vs  please appoint delegates, and send names to Rev.
Gieo, Fuller, Brantford.

C. S. PepLry, Sec'y.

@IMission IYotes,

(it more of the missionary spirit into our churches,
and the tone of piety among their mmembors will great-
ly improve,

A number of young men and ladies conunected with
our churches, are thinking of devoting themselves to
mission work 1n the foreign field.

Mr. Currie has finished his trip amoniaur churches,
He met with a welcome and uniform kindness from
our people.

Missionary boxes ought to be in all our familieas,
They are good educators, and a splendid means of col-
lecting missionary funds.

North Toronto Sunday school has a thriving ¢ F.M.
Band.” There ought to be one in conneetion with
each of our schools ; especially in Toronto.

A class of deaf-mwutes in Toronto, is to contribute
toward the support of our work in Africa.

Bond-st. Sunday school is to previde a mule for use
in our mission field.

Rev. Willet has supplied a large package of seed,
for sowing in our mission garden, in Bailundu.

Mr. B. W. Robortson hassent in fifty dollars, toward
our missionary's outfit.

¢t Mechanic ’ wanted to go as a missionary to Afries,
but could not, He s still interested in the work there,
and in proof sent Mr. Curzie ten dollars, to use for the
work as he thinks best. .

Our Sunday school in 8t. Johns, N.B.. is not large,
but its last quarterly collection for our foreign mission-
ary society amounted to ten dcllars.

A farewell social, under the auspices of the young
people's circle of Zion church, was given to Rev.
W. T. Currie and Mrs. Currie, on the eve of their de-
parture from Toronto.

Our missionaries are to be in Boston by the 16ta of
March, in order to purchase their outfit, and pack
in time to sail for Africa by the close of the month.

One who ought to know, “i. that our g
could not have found a bettee helper, had he search
the whole Dominion. .

The le in Brantiord declare, that Mr. Carriedés.
carrying off the best lady workes in the church.

Over four hundred paid the admission fee to the
miuion;:ry eritertainment held in Brantford, Febiu-
ary 25th. )
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Monthly foreign missionary prayer meetings are to
be started in a number of churches. ULet every church
have one. )

By organized effort, we can do much more for mis-
wions, with less pressure, and greater benefit to our-
selves, ‘

CGHfficial Ya)otices.
SUBSCKIPTIONS TO THE C. C. M. 8.

Fitch Bay $4.05, Ayer's Flat £8.68, Baynton $11.07,
Danville $30.00, Jobn Porteous $40.00, Caledon $12.165,
Listowel $20.00, Waterville $19.26, Melbourne P. Q.
812.00, Wingham $4€.00, Hamilton $145.45, Wiartoy
$11.00, Guelph, aaditional $64.60, Burford $52.00
Genmgetown $17.00, Scotland £28.00, Sheftield N. B.
$21.70, Pine Grove $18.10.

B. W. RoBerrsoxN, Treasurer.

CANADA CONGREGATIONAL FOREIGN MIS-
SIONARY SOCIETY,

* The treasurer acknowledges with thanks the follow-
ing sums : —

Maxville and St. EImo mission bands, $48.53 ; Max-
ville Women’s Missiorary Society, $31.52—8105.
Bowmanville, 818.58. Georgetown, $13.08.  Barrie,
collection, $6.21; T. W._ Gray, $5; Rev. J. 1. Hind-
loy, $1—812.21. Torontn, Western, $6.65; Sunday
gchool, §6—811 66. Hamilton, $§20; Sunday school,
$10—830. Warerville, collection at Bustis, $2.18.
Stratford, $13.52; Sunday school, $1.94—8$15.46.
Bt. Juhn, N.B., $10.00. Cheboyue, N.S.,89. King-
ston, First, $32. Yarmouth, N.S, $40. Belwood
Sunday school, 84. South Caledon, Bible class, $13.
Newmarket, Rev. W. W. Smith's missionary straw-
Berry patch, two years, $12. Alton, $4.07. Listowel,
$3.70. ~ Melbourne, $10.25 ; Ulverton, $3.50—$13.75.
Frome, $6.65. Kingston, Bethel, B. W. Robertson,
to assist 1 missionary's outfit, 850. Liverpool, N.S,,
Young People’s Mission Band, $20. Edgar, collection,
$4 ; Mission Band, $5 : Rugby, 89 ; Dalston, $4.25 -
$22.26. Scotland, W, Forteo, $1; E. ¢. Malcomb,
$1; Rev. W. Hay, $1; Mr. Glennie, 81; Maple
Grove Mission Band, $4 ; small sums, $2—$10. Mar-
tintown, Women's Fureign Missionary Society, $15.
Total received since annual meeting m  June, 1885,
$1366.71.

T. B. Macavray, Treas.
Montreal, March 8th, 1886.

The two principal rules and lessons of life that
George Eliot gave to a young friend were, firat, * Be
aceurate ;” and, second, ‘‘My dear child, the great

::Jeason of life is tolerance.”

Each person is like a musician who has the noies of
an exquisite harmony before him, but it depends upon
his own efforts to give it espression. It is only when
practising tha virtues that we touch the notes of a
never-dying melody, and give nourishment to the
divine seed whioh is planted in every sonl. Its up-
ward growth will overcome the lower nature; and,
finally, when the earthly link is broken, the freed soul
ill stand forth * without spot or wrinkle,” the image
and likeness of its God.

Ahe FFamily &Xircle.
THE PODUNK SOCIETY MEETING.

BY ‘A COUNTRY PARRON.”

The regular society meeting of Podunk church was
called for Monday evening. This was an annual meet-
ing, at which time the business of the church for the
year was transacled. 1t was quite often the case that
the attendance was miserably small; hardly & quorum
present for the administration of the usual business,
Podunk Society, like many others, in ordinary timea
allowed its matters to go on without much interference
But an extraordinary vecasion had arrived and the So-
ciety was well represented. Deacon Joel was there
from the “hill” and Uncle Daniel from the ‘‘street.”
‘The people from the ‘*butternuts” werc all on hand,
led by the Colonel, who kept rubbing his gray head, as
if uneasy. Deacon Noah Higgins must not be forgot-
ten. He was the pillar of the church.  To-night he
appeared to hold a secret, which he reaarded as per
sonal property.

The Rev. John Morehouse was “‘stated supply,”’ an
ecclesiastical position never contemplated by the pol-
ity of any church. Because of the hardnessof people’s
hearts it has been allowed, resulting in brief past rrates
and church quarrels. It has a pleasant suggestion of
the farm, in a rural community, when the word goes
about that ‘‘we have hired our minister again.” The
old fashioned relatior of pastor and people is obliterat-
ed; a feeling of uneasiness possessed both parties.
Parson Morehouse understood all this, but he could
not change it.  QOne or two narrow-mmnded men really
decided the polity of the church, although it belonged
to an order that rejoiced in a republican systems.  Rev,
Mr. Morehouse had ministered av Podunk for ten
years—a leng pastorate in these degenerate days—
years of good, honest, prayerful work; years when
beaten oil had been brought to the sanctuary and offer-
td 28 unto the Lord. This good man had not remsin-
ed a country parson because he was not ip-
tellectually equipped for a larger field, prepared by
grace to minister to many souls. He was an original
preacher in the best scnse. He had a large spiritaal
insight, and every sermon he wrote he tried to do his
best. He belisved that not only are sinners to be in-
vited to Christ, in the work of preaching, but Chris-
tians are to be instructed in divine things. With thest
ideas of his work his study was a place of t0il. Dea-
con Joel said “ministers had an easy time. It was no
work to write a sermon when you ware trained to it.”
Uncle Daniel had sdded, *‘he thought ministers ought
to labor like the Disciples, without a salary. If they
were engaged in spiritocal work they should be apini-
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tooal themselves.” Uncle Daniel alwaya put a quarter
in the contribution box, and prayed “Thy kingdom
eome.” Aunt Betsy, who heard this remark, told Un-
ele Daniel ‘“if the congregation ware more spiritual
their minister would have a pleasanter time.”

Our good brother was trying to educate his children
on a salary of eight hundred a year. He found it call-
od for the grace of contrivance to approach it. To
supplemeut his salary he wrote for the press in his
leisure moments, and his wife had taken two boarders
in the summer months. Tho people of Podunck were
gure their minister was making too much money. He
might reduce his salary a hundred dollars a year very
well. 1t had been talked up about the parish for six
months, Uncle Daniel said ‘‘some action must be
taken at the annual meeting.” 8ome of the sisters
remarked, ‘*1f 8rs. Morchouse had any time she ought
to got up s festival to help raise the salary.”  “‘Yes,”
said Aunt Betsy, with a peculiar gleam in her eye, *'it
is her duty to keep her husband’s h use and beg, too.”

But Monday evening came as all Mondays do. They
had haard a suggestive sermon the day before on the
text, *Ye know not what a day shall bring forth.”
They were going to do their part in 1illustrating the
thought of the sermon. A church society in its eol-
lective capacity is a very uncertain body. It can stul-
tify itself without any effort. Podunck people liked
their minister. They were proud of hisabilities. They
did not desire to be mean. They wished to get the
gospel cheap. They would have been better suited if
they could have had it “‘without money and without
price.” The brethren assembled and those Deacon
Noah Higeing as Moderator. Ho was the most influ-
ential member. Somewhat narrow minded and set in
his way, he was sound at the core and had great weight
among the people. Deacon Joel made quite a lengthy
speech. Times were hard; it was a purty close year;
he didn’t have eight hundred to live on.  Ministers'
folks should be more econowical. With writin’ and
boarders the parson must be laying up money.  Dea-
eon Joel was worth fifty thousand dollars, and not a
chick or child in the world. He paid twenty dollars
towards the salary. Uncle Daniel said if their minis-
ter wished to write for the papers, and his wifo take
boarders, he had no objections, but they ought to be
relieved of paying so large a salary. He proposed it
be reduced one hundred dollavs.  Noone had the cour-
age to propose this befote, but now the bull was taken
by the horns, and the meeting was well under way.
One brother said the minister never visited him; he
wanted & man should stay all day and spend the night.
Another remarked that he saw the minister playing
lawn tennis with some of the young people. He was

.greatly grieved. Sumebody else thought a clergyman

should not wear blue flannel.  Bo tho word wentabout,
The Society mesting is the safety-valve for chronic
croakers and penurinos members. Many would be
ashamed of their remarks if they ever recalled them.
After they had expressed their minds quite freely,
John Hicks got up and spoke as follows: **My friends,
you seem to be quite ready to pirt with our minister.
Indeed, I should advise him to go where he will be
better appreciated. He can commynd a large salary.
He is an unusual preacher. He hag a tamily of chil-
dren to educate. You have not one honvst thing
against him. You wish to drive a sharp bargain and
make a hundred dollars.  Our young people all like
him because he is one with them. "I wonlsr he cn
afford even blue flanuel with your penuarious poliey.
If you reduce the salary you will lose your munister
and deserve to.” John Hicks was a younz man, the
superintendent of the mill. Hs piid seveaty-five dol-
1ars ou the subscription. The clear common sense of
his remarks struck home. The meeting bagin to look
at the other side of the question. Taey had never
sertously thought of losing him.  They thought he
would bear a little more {roin them. They bad tried
him a good deal. They would not see his lika agiin
if b left them. Deacon Higgins had sad nothing
through all thig discussion. That he had kept up a
powerful thinking was evident by the expression on
his homely face. He never talked unless he had soms-
thing to say. ‘‘Brethren,” said the Daacon, **I hold
in my hand the resignation of the R:v. John More-
house. The gossip of the last few months has not
faileld to reach his ears. Heis a sensitive but con-
scientious man. He desires to relieve the church of
the burden of raising eight hunlrel dollars a year. 1If
I had not believed in the good sense of this Society, 1
should have read this resignation at the beginning of
the meetifig.  We have obliged our pasor to steal
evurs from his sleep to earn money t9 support his fam-
ily. His good wife has become & kitchen serrant to
educate her children. This church represents half a
willion dollars.  We oannot afford to be so mean.
Brathren, I move this resignation be not accepced, and
that we raise one thousand dellars for our minister’s
salary, and that he be asked to be regularly installed.”
There was silence fir a moment, silence that could
be felt. Some looked ashamed, a few angry, others
pleased. But taey were taking it in.  Dzacon Noah
Higgins spoke with authority. He wasa force, a godly
man. He had said as he sat down, “‘T wiil double my
subscription, but it way be too late. There was a
cowmmittee to hear him preach last Sabbath, and they
were groatly pleased.” Then the puople took it in: I
is atrange how precious a thing grows if soms oae elge
wants it.  Podaak poople kaew.what théy. bad, goly
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and they knew their duty. The resolution waspassed,
a committee appointed to wait on the minister and the
meeting adjourned.

Podunk church did not roceive its just desserts,
for the parson stayed; but the people had learned 2
needed lesson. When the Society met the next year

they had baraly a quorum, and voted the salary with-
out dissent.—.¥. Y. Observer.

COXNDITIONS OF HEALTH.

Plants and vines growing in a dark cellar will crawl
to the crack or keyhole through which a few strag-
gling rays of light come. Is this not proof that there
18 force in sunhght? o

The man who works at night is simply flying in tho
face of fate. He is shortening his days and injuring
his health, and the most of them know it.

The book-keeper, who pours over his books at
night, after having done a fair day’s work, is inviting
nervous and physical debility and mental weakness.
‘While doing this he is also fitting himself for an at-
tack of typhoid, typhus or brain fever, besides render-
ing himself liable to fatal attack from any epidemic
that may happen along. .

Counting rooms, as a rule are dark, dingy places,
which a direct ray of sunlight can never penetrate.
This is a fatal error. Much of the vital energy con-

sumed by accountants and brain-workers may be re-
placed by vital cnergy shed on the earth by the sun,
and they should be in a position to get as much of
it aspossible. The dyapepsia, crankiness and ill-nature
of those who werk by gaslight both day and night is
mainly due to lack of sunlight. The human body,
like a plant, derives the greater portion of its vitality
from the sun. This is absorbed and gives strength to
the organs employed in restoring the waste tissues of
the pody. )

‘Weakly persons, those in declining health, dyspep-
tics and nervous invalids will find a better tonic m
sunshine and curative power in rest than in any medi-
cal compound ever invented. Sunshine, a generous
beefsteak and game diet and restful -exercise have
cured more cases of consumption than ever did patent
medicines or any other kind, for that matter.

Simply walking or driving eut in the sunshine will
notanswer. The wasto goes on constantly, so must
tho processes of restoration. Not only must they
aqual the destructive processes, but they must exceed
them in activity until the body has regained its wonted
form and weight, the vital organs resumed a healthy
condition and a perfect cqumlibrium has been ‘estab-
lished,

When the system is in good condition it will store
up sufficient vital energy above what is necessary to
maintain proper equilibrium, to meet all reasonable
demands for mental or physical activity. In emergen-
cies the reserve atock, or even a portion of the capital,
may be required, but these must be promptly restored
or the bank will break.

Those who keep their mouths shut when they sleep
fe7er snore.

(Good air and plenty of it is one of the conditions
pecessary to secure refreshing sleep. The ears may

-
get used to the din of hammers, the rumbling of the
cars, the shrieks of steam whist'es or the rasping roar
of escaping steum, bat the system can never be inured
to vitiated air,

Knowledge mast be made vital in the heart before
it can blossom into conduct, and the continual passing
of right feeling into right action alone can form a wor-
thy character.

Devotion is only another way of writing devoted-
ness ; and the best exhibition of devotedness, and
therefore, of devotion, is a devoted life. Can there be
‘*devotion” without devotedness? Oh yes! just as
there can ha ‘“llustracions™ which do not illustrate,
and ‘‘teachers” who do not teach.

The bad men in scciety are always ready for rebellion.
The bad element in politics is always treasonable in its
nature. When treason raises its bloody hand, every
good man and true is in honor bound to enlist for the
war in defence of virtue, integrity and allegiance to-
the best interests of mankind.

Only he who puts on the garment of humility finds
how worthily it clothes his life. Only he who dedi-
cates himself to the spiritutl service of his brethren,
simply because his Master tells him they are worthy
of it, comes to know how rich those natures of his
brethren are, how richly they are worth the total giv-
ing of himself to them.

That man has learned a great lesson who has learned
to accept himself as he is given to himself. We may
build a thousand airy castles as to what we would do if
we had the genius of a Milton or of a Newton ; but
nothing will ever come of such airy castle-building.
The real question that should interest us is, What
work can we best do, without the genius of Milton or
Newton, but with ourselves as we are. *Vhen we an-
swer that question, we stand at the threshold of the
door that leads to the highest success of which we are
&pable.

The truest measure of a man’s real self is the ideal
which that maun has before him, to reach out after and
to strive for. A man is to be estimated by the stand-
ard which he recognizes as really worthy of his aspira-
tions and endeavors. What he would like to be, proves.
in a sense, what at heart he is. To say that a man
does not come up to his ideal, is to say that his ideal 1s
always higher than the plane of his present living ;
but so long as a man has a lofty ideal to look up to, he
has in himself the elements of nobleness which are rep-
resented in that ideal. What a man is striving to be,
is more truly himself than what he seems to be,

Wo know well what is implied by a reserve fund of
money or of time over the actual needs of our daily
life, how it can be applied to a hundred objects of
comfort and pleasure to families, or of welfare to the
community. But it rarely occurs to us that the same
thing applies in even a more cffective and permanent
maunner to our vital powers. To have a surplus of
strength is at once to have many opportunities put
into our hands; and he who, by a systematic self-care,

maintaing this surplus is in just that proportion pre-
ipared t) bs helpful and valuable to society.
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T®oetry.
THE SELFISH OYSTER.

‘There was once a selfish old Oyster,
Who lived like a monk in 2 closter,

Safely housed in his shell,

Like the monk in his cell,
Though the bivalve's apartment was moister.

Anchored tight in the mud of the bay
This lazy old party did stay,

Nor cared he to roam

Very far from his home;
For exertion, he thought, did not pay.

And you will be wondering, I think,
What he did for his victuals and drink.
Well, the Qyster was sly,
And when young crabs came by,
He would catch them as quick as & wink.

Then in him the poor crabs had to stay,
Till in time they had melted away.

So the oyster got fatter,

And the crabs—but no matter—-
For crabs have no souls, peonle say.

““And oho!” said the Oyster, said he.
**What a lucky old party I be!

Like a king in his pride

I wait here, and the tide,
Every day brings my living to me.”

But there came a grim Star-fish, who spied
QOur friend lying flat or his side;

For the greedy old sinner

Had just had his dinner,
And now could not run had he tried.

With a spring *o the oyster he came,
And he threw his five arms round the same.
He shut off his breath,
And he squeezed him to death,
Then he ate him, nor felt any shame.

‘T'he pouint of this story, my dears,

Jast *‘as plain as a pikestaff” appears.
Bat please give attention,
While briefly I mention

The moral again, for your ears.

Don't be greedy and live but to eat,
Caring only for bread and for meat;
Nor selfishly dwell

All alone in your shell,—
Don’t be oysters, in short, 1 repeat.

But you'll find it inuch better for you

To be kind, and unselfish, and true;
Then you'll not lack a friend
Your cause to defend,

When a Star-fish rolls into your view.

—George J. Webster; 8t. Nicholas.

THE LAST DAYS OF AUTUMN.
Now the growing year is over,

And the shepherd's nnkling bhell
Faintly from its winter cover

Rings a low farewel)
Now the birds of autiman shiver,
Where the wither'd beech-leaves quiver.
O’er the dark and lazy 1ivor.

In the rocky dell.

N the mist is ont the mcantains,
Pleddening in the risiug sun;
Now the flowers wround the fountains
Perish one in one:
» Not a ¢pire of grase 15 crowing,
L But leinos that Lue were glowing,
Now it~ l»lif]:h'd dieen ate S('!‘(J“ill;
With s antde dun.
J. G Perededd,

CHILD MINISTRY.

“And a litede Child shall lead them.™
Oh. the sweetness of the word!

In the grandmillennial wlory.,
Ere the coming of onr Lord.

Litte children shall be helpers.
Sharers. tou, in all the joy:

Gracious words their lips shall utter,
Gracious deeds thetr handg employ.

in those latter days of splendor,
As of old in Galilee,

Christ, the lord, will welcome children.
Love’s sweet ministers to he,

Work there is for old disciples,

“Feed my lambs,” Christ says to them:
But the little ones He'll cherish,

Childish Jove He'll ne’er contemn,

Welcome, then, dear little workers,
Bringing Christ your youth’s rich dew.
If, till death, you’re true and faithful,
Crowns unfading wait for you.
—~-Kgeehange.

Tre CANADIAN INDRPENDENT, Rev. J. Burton, B.D., Editor, will be
published (D.V.) on the first and Gfteenth of each wonth, and will bo
sent frec to any part of Conadaor the United Statep for one dollar per
annum. Published solely in the intereset ot tho Congragational
churches of the Dominion. Pastors of"’churches,and tricnds in general,
are carnestly requested to send prompily Jocal jtems of church news, or
communications of general interest. To ensure jnsertion send early,
the news column will be kept open till the tenth and twents-fifth of
each month.

All communications concerning the subject matter of the papeT, Al
books, cte., g7 review, and all cxchanges to be mnt to Ta» Koisox,

ere is nothing makes a man suspect much, more
to know little ; therefore, men should remedy sus-
lon by procuring to know more, and not to keep
ir suspicions in smother.

CARADIAN IXDRPENDERT, Box"2648, Toronto, Ont, e
All eorrespondence regarding subecriptions, advertisements and
general business to be directed to Ma. W, R, Crinrs, Bowmanviile, Ont,
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TOMBSTONES are -
often erected over persons
who woull to-day be alive and
well if they had pat prejudice
and p Tmeas drags a-ide and
aciept Felichone toffur, L N
brenmkingthiom for yearina
That olloriythotw o owell s
to A, arcst Ror aiiing oar Hloes
tric M Lt d Appliancssio o
ticic emc on rdaystiid Iino
curcisaoade v e no dharae
wlbatewor, Jycetihina g
Yeearcdly caring sevore cases
of Ra e t"sm, Dysnepsra Nore
vousaess, D.bifily, Diseasts of
the Liver, >ys and Lurgs,
&oeo Hluaty, hook giving prices
and {:dlparticular~, and blank for
st lrmen’ of €Al st Address

Barrister, Solicitor, Conveyancer, &c., &c.
Orrrce—No. 86 King Sircet East,

TORONTO.
MONEY TO LOAN.

P. LENNOX, DENTIST,
. 151 Yonge St., Toronto,
Ia the only dentist in the city who uses thu new sys-
tem of Futalized Awr for cxtracting testh absolutely
without pain or danger to the patient.

Best Scts of Artificizl Teeth, $8.

Teeth filed in the highest style of the ert and war-
zanted for ten years

Upper Canagf ?ract Soclety,

taving removed to trmporary premises during the
orection of a new 1 uildiny, offers the whale of
itg large and well-agsorted stock of

Religious and Standard Literature

_ 2L Ro1ALL, AY
GREATLY REDUCED PRICES

Sunday Scioul Librariesat Sr eciaily Low
Rates.

JOHN YOUNG.
Upper Canada Tract Soeciety,
48 KinG STREXT WRaT, TORONTO.

RAPID WORK.

“For two years T was troubled with
dyspepsin- could neithe- labor nor find
relief. Less than one Lottle f B. B, B.
relieved me—three bottles cured me.”
Bo says John A. Rappell, of Furmerville
Burdock Blood Bitters cures dyspepsia,
liver and kiduey complaints, and all {m-
purities of the system.

GRATEFUL-COMFORTING.:

EPP'S COCOA'!

{

|

BRIBAKFAST. I

B t

a thorongh hnowledge of the natura luwa which

govern the operations of digestion and nutrition,
und by a caretul application of the fine properties ot [
well select d Cocoa, Mr. Epps has provided our break- |
fast tablo, with o delicately flavored neverage, which .
wmay save us many heavy doctors’ bills, It 13 by the
jurdicicus use of such articles of diet that & constitu-
tion may be gradually built up until strong cnough to
resist every tendency to disease.  Hundreds of subtle
maludies are floating around us, rezdy to attack
wherevir thure is aweak point. We may escape
wany a fatd shaft by Keeping ourselves well fortificd
with pure bluod and a propeily nourished frame.—

Civil Serviee Gazette.

Made siinply with boiling water or wilk.
in half pound tins by Grocers, labulled thus : i
/

JAMES EPPs & Co , Hommpathic Chemists,
London, England.

STONE & SON,
UNJERTAERS AND EMBALMERS.
39 YONGE ST., Oppomte Piddington's Great
Book Emporium. Call by Telophone
day or night.

.

1886.
Harper's Weekly

ILLUSTRATED,

Hurper's Weckly hag siow, for more than twenty
years, maintained its position as thy lewding illustrat-
ed weokly newspaper in America.  With a constant
increase of literary and artistic 1esources, it is able to

offer for the encuing 3 cur attractions unequalled by | an
. ‘u . 0
cd serial stories, one by Mr. Thomas {Lady, amony | M. Craik, Anew cditorinl depertment, d

any previous volume, containing two tapital ittustrat-

the feremost of livine writers of fict on, and the other
by Mr. Walter Besant, one of the most rapidly risine of
English novelists; graphic illustrations of unusual
interest to roaders 11 all sections ot the country § en-
tertaining short storive, mostly illistrated, by the
best writers. and important papurs b Lish authotities
on the chicf topics ot the day,

Every or ¢ who dusires a truste i pontical wuide,
an (ntcrtginngandinstructis e faunly 1+ urnal, entirely
free from abjectionable foatures in eithor letterpress
or ithstiarions shonld ~ubsoribe t Harpo s Weekly.

Earper's Periodicals per Year:
HARPERS WEERLY... ... . . ... ... W

HARVER S MAUGAZINE 4 00
HARPER'S BAZAR. . .. ceeeee.. 400
HARPER'S YOUNG PEOPLE 200
HARPEE'S FRANKUIN SQUAKE LIBRARY,

One Year (o2 dambersr,. . 0 L 16 00

Postase Free 10 ull subsctibers in the Cuited Sates
or Canada,

_The Votumes of the Weekly begin with the first
Numbwr for January of eachyear. When no time is
aertion d, it will he understuod that the subseriber
wisher t9 commence with the number nest after the
reeeipt of order,

Bonund Voluwes of Harper's Weekly, for three vears
back, in neat cloth binding, will be sent by mail, post-
age paid.or by express, free of e\pense (fu-m idud the
frei ht does not exceed one . ciisr per vol'une), for
F7.00 pervolame,

Lluth Cases for each volue, suitatle for binding,
will be sent by mail, postpaid, on receipt of $1.00 cach.,

Rumittances should be made by Post Office Money
Order or Lraft, to asoid chance of loss :

Newepapery ore not to copy this advertisement
without the exprese order of Harper & Brothers.,

Sold only ¢

271th Edition. 108 Pages, e
the business, Symptoms an
edles for all diseasca. Writt
o farmer for farmers. Sl
stamps, or one ct. o yvear fg
experience, A 50 pagelil. Cin
AM.LANG, Cuve Dule

CATARRH 7% T

So ar.at i . orfaith that we can cure + -u, lear sutferer

willios tonnughzoo neowe yon, L REL. S.nitioze

Coreie jen-e &t o BSLAUDERBACH & €Oy, Ne
with small capitil, We have

AGEHT new, no risk, larue prég:‘lts‘ spcci;gq

SAMPLE TREATN

ofiers write at onces  Exupine €0,

0 REMOVE DANDRUY. q
the scalp with Prof. Low's Magic 8
Soup. A deightrol nudicated su(lpfq
todet.

”Z{'\'\'. SPAULDING, L.D.S..
. .

. DENTIST.
Nu. 51 King Street Eost,

T
RESILES: + A0 EVENING Orrieg 43 Lansdq
Aveue, Parkdale.

1886.
Harper’s Magazin|
ILLUSTRATED.

The Deccber Number will begin the
secend Volunee of Harper's Magazine, Miss Wi
novel, ¢ East Angles,” and Mr, Howells” “In
me» " —holding the foremost place in surial
will run through several numbers, and will be
v serial storics from R. D, Blachmore and

topics sugicested by the current litrature of
and Europe, will he contributed b6y W. D.
beginning with the January Number. —Th
literary eventof the year will be the publicati
eeries of papers —taking the shape of a story,
pfeting characterbstic fcatures of American s
seen at our leading pleasure reso™s—w

Charles Dudley Warner, and illustratea 2y C.
hart. The Magazing Will give espevnl atte
American subjerts, treated by the best

wiiters, and illnstiated Ly leading Ametrican

Harper's Periodicals per Y
HARPER'S MAGAZINE...... ...
HARPER'S WEEKLY., .
HARPER'S BAZAR ...
HARPER'S YOUNG PEOPLE
HARPBR'S FRANKLIN SQUARE LIBRARY]

One Year (52 Numbers)... ..o ovienee

Postage Freoto all subseribers in the Uni

or {"anada.

The Voluins of the Magazine begin with o
bers for June and December of cach year.
time is specified, it will be understood that
seriber wishes to begin with the current Nu

Bound Velumes of Harper's Magazine, {
vears ha K, in neat cloth binding, will be sent
postpaid, on receipt of 3 per volume.  Clo!
for bin-ling, 60 cents each—by mail, po- tpaid]

Index to Harper's Magazine, Aljkab t
Istical, and Classified. for Volumes 1t 6,
from June 130, to June 130, onc vol, S
¥1.00. g

Remwittanc s chould I miade by Dost.Offi
Order of Dreft, to avoid charnce of 10es.”

Newspapersarce not to copy this advers
out the express order of Harper & Brothere.

Address HARPER & BROTHERS, Now York.

Adpress HARPER & BROTHERS, N4



