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fj-;'g WouLp that we had a multitude of friends,
Qéaunch and true as our venerable father, Rev.
 Thomas Baker, of Hamilton, and as humble
“Bkewise. Here is the elosing part of a letter
:Be recently sent to the secretary of our college,
=Dr. Cornish:  “ Pardon me for again troubling
fﬁgou with two post-office orders, which T wish
To be appropriated as follows: Congrega-
“tional Mission, $10; College, $10; College
;Building Fund, $100; in all, $120.” We do
:not know how Dr. Cornish pardons such a
‘fault, we do know how we pray—DBlessings
;“on the venerable man. May others risec and sin
“Jikewise. We join with him in trusting: that
i the set time to favour Zion is come, that the

~the small one a strong nation.

.g
&

4 WE cannot expect any good thing to come
<it0 our correspondent who writes on “ That
#“tModel Council” in this issue, from the Nazareth
i:{of the Council System, and yet if a church or
.fchurches see fit to order themselves thereby,
+31t does seem strange that their right so to do
i-ishould be challenged, and that on New Testa-
-yment ground, seeing the great Apostle, who
| 1“ gave place in the way of subjection, no, not
sdfor an heur,” actually did go up to Jerusalem
.3 with the apostles and elders there, and suf-
..4fered his actions to pass under their review ;

~1and we suspect there is a Christian submit-

7 As to the
saad captandwm sentence, “ Point out the chap-
_:Jter and verse,” ete., we would simply refer to
“fthat which accompanied the letter of our

Afting of ourselves to one another.

#}iriend, the notice of the Speedside church,
.4 which appears in our “News of Churches,”
#iand say, “ Point out the chapter and verse in
““} which He we call Master and Lord has lent

: gf His sanction to a crowded tea-meeting as the

TORONTO, FEBRUARY, 1884.

e
}’;j:little one shall soon become a thousand, and -

[No. 2.

prating about our New Testament polity or
else confess we are keeping up with the
times.” We printed the minutes referred to
by Mr. Clark by request as a guide, not as an
iron rule, and believing that the wan or
church that would command the sympathy
and co-operation of others must do so by
other means than shouting his independence,
believing, too, that he who has nothing to hide
Las no difficulty in coming under the review
of his brethren. We further believe that the
spirit of the Council System (we care little for
form only as it expresses the spirit) is a neces-
sary factor in any success we as a denomina-
tion may desire. There we leave it.

OUR friend Dr. S. N."Jackson has heen, ac-
cording to report, making some strictures upon
the public Press, at which several of our con-
temporaries are correspondingly angry. Ouwr
very friendly Belleville Ontario, to whom
we are indebted for many-kind notiees, and
whose editor we can number among our per-
sonal friends, has, e.g., this among other sen-
tences:

« It might surprise Rev. Dr. Jackson, of Kingston, who-
has attacked the morality of the Press, to know that the

" Rev. Canon Dumounlin, Rector of St. James' Csathedral,

Toronto, expressed the opinion, when with a delegation -
terviewing the License Commissioners. that the influence
for good of the Press was greater than that of the pulpit.”
We have not seen any full account of onr
brother pastor’s utterances. We were present
when Canon Dumonlin espressed the opinion
as to the influence for good of the press. We
happen to form a small part of the Press just
now, and shall, therefore, take the opportunity
of airing ourselves a little on the subject, and
feel satisfied that in doing so our triangle of
friends will suffer no injustice.

That the Press is a power we know, hew

, great none can estimate. The “ Letters of Jun-
‘tus ” aided inthe overthrow of & powerful min-

symanner in which He would have a pastor : istry more than the bayonetsof the French rev-

settled over His church.

Let us cither stopf

olution did inoverthrowing themonarchy. To-
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i
day,no party,religious, political orsocial canlive | law and in moral and social training—such a-
without “ printers’ ink.” Therefore the friends | temperance, honesty, integrity, virtue, rever-
of religious and social integrity are justly lence—may not be required in the public
Jealous lest that infiuence should lean, not to 'schools.” " They state that while a good mora)
virtue’s side, and they correspondingly rejoice | character is required of teachers from whicl
when the Press takes up the side of humanity ; the public infer some moral influence,  fact:
and truth. One great danger of the Press, fully prove that very little teaching on these
as of too many church organizations, is, it|subjects is done in the schools at large.” W
must be made to pay. Money is the sinew of jhave not yet thoroughly divorced religion
war. Hence the catering to a popular taste, from our schools, but there are drifts in that
church lotteries and buftoonery, with sensa-|direction, and we need to be reminded that
tional articles and clap-trap slang which do {religicus freedom for which we justly contend
distigure in many instances the Press, we class | is not to be confounded with freedom from re-
together, as unworthy attempts to draw, irre- |ligion. A partial truth is often the devil’s lie.

spective of the Divine injunction: “ Keep thy- ‘

self pure.”

Our leading dailies are not paragons on
these particulars. The slang of political bar-
rooms finds too readily its way into leaders on
the party questions of the day. On the side
of morality, we feel as a whole our Press is in
the right; but when party interests are in-
volved—well, let us cover our shame. And
money interest ; let us here enter our protest

and an iostruction that has sole regard to the
'intellectual, and the westhetic may be an instrue-
tion to foulest ends. The writer of the article
referred to reminds us of the warning of an
English statesman, that if you educate the in-
tellect of the nation without the conscience,
you prepare accomwplished villians to pick the
locks and break into the treasures of society.
It is a fact that one of the most daring crimi-
nals brought of late before the courts of New

against advertisements appearing as original | York was an accomplished scholar and an
articles, and thus the whole weight of the;adept in science. We are worse than fools if
paper’s influence appearing for a money con-|We do not read in the histories of civilizations

sideration. Some years ago two companies
were rivals. The one secured an “ editorial ”
in one of our then leading Toronto dailies
which contained a statement false and there-
fore unjust to the other. The manager of the
company thus reflected on went to the editor
in chief the day of issue, and requested simply
that the wrong statement be corrected in ac-
cord with fact. This was substantially the

igone by, that mere knowledge and culture di-
ivorced from a living faith is but the begin-
ning of a deep more hideous and vile than any
found among the untutored savages of earth.
Woe be to us if we encourage the tendency to
think more of talent than moral worth, of
sharpness than goodness, and of ready tact
than of faithfulness and truth. We certainly
need an authoritative text-book on morals, and

reply : “ We received $— for the insertion of it has been significantly said that when the
that article ; our columns are open to you ontrustees of Stephen Girard sought to put the
‘'similar conditions.” And thus a wrong was, college in operation which was to teach knowl-
done and perpetuated unless in addition to the | edge and morals apart from the Christian re-

money paid for the wrong-doing, money was
also paid for rectifying the same. They who
justly estimate the influence of the Press in
no unfriendly spirit, deprecate its subservi-
ency to political vulgarity, and the supreme
consideration of the almiglity dollar.

WE learn from an article in the New York
I'ndependent that the members of the school
Yoard in a certain city of New York State,
which, in accord with the spirit of the age,
has thoroughly separated secular from reli-

ligion, that the faculty looked around in vain
for a satistactory treatise on morality apart
from the New Testament. True to our tradi-
tion we are opposed to all “religious tests,”
| ecclesiastically understood, as open sesames to
position in public school or college, but religion
must form a part of all true culture, and no
man can impart continuously a true religious
influence who is in his own soul a stranger
thereto.

O~E of the most effectual way of pleasing

giots instruction, has called upon its constitu-
ency to enquire whether “instruction in civil

and of making one loved, is to be cheerful;
joy softens far more hearts than tears.
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THE TRINITY AND THE IMPERFEC-
TION OF HUMAN INTELLECT.

BY HON. B. MUSGRAVE.

The difficulties which obstruct us when we
attempt to define more clearly the doctrine of
the Trinity, begin with the defects of lan-
guage and with our own blunders in the usc
of words in other languages. Whatever may
be the true doctrine—it has not pleased the

Holy Ghost to employ any Greek noun in the .
plural to denote “ the persons” in the Triune

God.

The fact is most important that the Greek
word “ hypostasis” in Hebrews i. 3, does not
mean “ person ” but means “basis,” or “ found-
ation— " exactly “ that whicl, underlies per-
sonality.”

Now whether we accept the common trans-
lation, or vary it—Christ, as the express im-
age of God’s person, as the impression or pho-
tograph of God’s hypostasis, is not in this

passage represented as a distinet person but-

as the very portrait of the Father's hypos-
tasis.

This same word “ hypostasis " is traunslated
“substance” in Hebrews xi. 1, where faith is
said to be “the substunce of things hoped for,”
i.e., the underlying foundation of things
hoped for.,

And the Greek word for “ person” is cer-
tainly not this word but rather the word “ pro-
sopon ” which is translated “ person” in 2 Cor-
inthians ii. 10—“in the person of Christ.” The
word “ prosopa ” is used in the plural for “ per-
sons” in Jude xvi. (“Respect of persons” is
compounded from the same word “ prosopon.”)
Here then, before we can “recognize three
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would seem too much like a re-edition of the
image of Brahama with its three faces.

Since I wrote my first paper on this subject,
a friend has sent me Joseph Cook’s lecture on
“ Triunity and Tritheism.” I find that Cook
adopts the word “ hypostases ” in the plural.
He says “that three persons never meant
three personalities, for these would be three
gods.”  But then he adds, “ Let us use Arch-
bishop Whately’s word ‘subsistence’ for that
is the equivalent of the carefully chosen,
sharply cut Greek term ¢ hypostasis.””

Unfortunately I cannot find in the Greek
Testament any sanction for pluralizing this
word in relation to God. If it be a “sharply
ccut Greek term ”’ meaning “subsistence”—
“what is to become of our Lord’s statement in
John vi. 57: “ As the living Father hath sent
‘me and I {ive by the Father, so he that eateth

me even he shall live by me ?”

Our Lord, no d: nbt, spoke of Himself as “ the
‘son of man;” but why did He ignore that
separate subsistence of His own, in the God-
"head ?

Besides, where does God say, in Greek, that
he has three ‘hupostaseis.” or, in meaning,
that He has three subsistences?

We cannot be Revelation to each other.
'Nor can even the church be Revelation to us.
 Still 1t°is, remarkable that we cannot obtain
‘either the Greek word, or the thought which

has since been transferred into a Greek term,
‘from either of the two earliest Creeds, the
only Greek Creeds—viz.: the “ Apostle’s”
'Creed and the “ Nicene” Creed. In the latter
!(worded in Greek) Ch-ist is declared to be
““Light of Light” (Light out of Light) “true
God of ” (out of) “true God” * begotten, not
‘made, being of the same essemce with the

persons in the true sense of that term, in the, Father.” But the eaxly church did not pro-
(Godhead, three conscious acting subsistences,” ~mulgate three subsistences as sustaining one

we need a Greek word that shall not convey.
false doctrine. ‘_
. To assume a second hypostasis—to say

nothing of a third—is a manifest error.

We have not the slightest warrant from
Seripture to affirin three hypostasis—three
%a,ses—-three standings-under, to support

eity.

Surely that would be Tritheism—although

the employment of this word “hupostaseis” |

has not been intended to avow, but to avoid,
Tritheism.

On the other hand to declare three prosopa

Godhead. (See Mosheim Century four, chap-
ter five, section nine.)

I find already published in Cook’s lecture
~what I had intended to say of the Latin word
| “ persona "— that it does not, in its most cor-
‘rect sense, mean the English word * person.”
| (See “Cicero’s De Officiis” Book I, chapters
| twenty-eight and thirty.) In the purest Latin
| persona ” means “ character ” represented.
The clause of the “ Athanasian,” a later

Latin, Creed, “ Neque confundentes’ personas,
lneque substantiam separantes "—if it were
| Ciceronian Latin—ought to be trapslated
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“ peither confusing the characters nor divid- | the Father and of the Son and of the Holy - -
ing the essence.” {And if good Latin were to | Ghost "—not into the names.

be rendered into good Greek, the sentence
would stand thus—" oude sugcheontes ta pro-
sopa, oude chorizontes ten Awpnstasin.”  For
Aristotle, a conclusive authority in Greek,

Surely it God required us to keep three
subsistences apart, in our minds, He would
have spoken more clearly. And when heaven
is opened to us in the book of Revelation—

uses hypostasis for ousin. and Hederic’s|God's last word to His church—we hear of
Lexicon gives Zyposiusis for “substantia.”) | God and of the Lamb;” but we hear nothing
God's characters (prosopa) are nevertheless, of three subsistences composing the Godhead.
in relation to ws, true hypostasis, subsistences,; We do see the distinction between Gud and
substruetions, supports—not merely manifes-|the Lamb; and yet the very throne is called
tations, But in relation to Himself—in His |« the throne of God and of the Lamb.” We see
own view of His own essence—"T am that I'no other “ persons ” even when “ the temple of
am” cannot be changed into “We are that we God was opened in heaven” We see one
are.” . .great Personage in the nineteenth chapter:
“For us men and for our salvation”—the ' «and His name is called the Word of God ;”
Yather as God for us (< If God be for us, who!and of Him it is said that “He treadeth the
can be against us 27 Romans viil. 31 and 32) | winepress of the fierceness and wrath of
—the Son as God with us, “ Immanuel "—and ; the Almighty God;” and this same Personage
the Holy Ghost as God in us (“the Holy !islikewise called “ King of Kings and Lord of
Ghost which dwelleth in us” 2. Timothy i Lords” This Personage “clothed with a ves-
14)—are three foundutions of faith, hope,iture dipped in blood” we recognize as our

and love.

(In 1. Corinthians, xiii. 13, “ta tria tauta™)

-~the three are these: in Psatm xi. 3, “ If the
foundations be destroyed, what can the right-
eous do ¢7)

But “the mystery of God” remains a mys-

tery still. And still we must maintain that
“the Father of whom are all thingsgi‘is God
alone”—“the blessed and only Pofentate,”
“ whom no man hath seen or can see.” {Psalm
Ixxxvi, 10, “Thou art God aloiw.”)

1t does seem impossible to be submissive to
Seripture without acknowledging each of
three revealed Potencies, “by himself to be

God and Lord” while we still hold them to be !

inscrutably identical as one Jehovah.

For myself therefore I accept the clause
“non confundentes personas,” of the Athan-
asian Creed, in the Latin: I reject it in the
English. For if i@t were true that we are for-
bidden to confound the persons,” our Lord
Himself was a flagrant hereticin his conver-
sation with Pbilip (John xiv. 3); and the
Holy Ghost, in the written word, has lapsed
into the same negligence of heresy, again and
again.

For, further, we find difficulties, in explica-
tion of this doetrine, that are not merely
verbal.

The supposed proof-text from 1 John v. 7
and 8, is spurious. In Matthew xxviii. 19, we
are rdered to be baptized “into the name of

tImmaruel. But together with Him no other
“pe~ons” are presented.

Revelation xi. 16 and 17 (“We give Thee
rthanks O Lord God Almighty, which art and
wast and art to come”) is a passage alone -
 sufficient to justify us in adhering jealously
ito the first article of the earlicst Creed—"1
‘believe in God the Father Almighty; and in
' Jesus Christ His only Son our Lord, who was
' born by the Holy Ghost of the Virgin Mary "—
‘and any other conflicting view (whether of
. “ subsistences” or of “ persons”) is disecoun-
.tenanced by our Lord’s own message to His
| disciples: “ 1 ascend unto my Fatherand your
Father, and to my God and your God.” In
the face of this message, another clause of the

thanasian Creed is too bold when it asserts
that “inthis Trinity nome is afore or after
other, none is greater or less than another.”
The analogy chosen by God Himself suggests
an opposite idea—suggests the pre-eminence of
“the Father,” and the Saviour said expressly,
“The Father is greater than I ”—in John xiv.
28—after having implied the same thought
in John x. 29.

When Joseph Cook states, of che “ persons”
of the Trinity, that “neither is God without
the others”—he slights inadvertantly ©the
numerous testimonies” (according to Bishop
Pearson, on the Creed) “ of the ancient doctors
of the church who have not stuck to call the
Father the origin, the cause, the author, the
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“root, the fountain, and the head of the S : ‘ the I “ Livht”
the whole Divinity.” The Latin di)stin(:gilsrxx saigslt;’};hulf t ey L‘z‘g}‘m o tha;t sy
between Deus and Deitas, between Glod and the “ora Z}’mtl'm'l‘l; f ot tod y Hght ') then
the Godhead, seems to have oecasioned real actl M 'xcb }9' c% it s partienlarly and ex:
heresy—in that it caused the Virgin Mé.ry to t,l'e}{)e?)‘g}* sz s Potaons o ths o e
be called Theotokos— Mother of God.” cI:arxu&:)‘f)*}?e xgilngchOZ}I bychl? Sevcnf: e
It is plain that “the mother of ‘Lord” Fathe s B e e e O
was the mother of Christ's humanitl;};n&) lx?ot Biihxﬁt!.‘ ' uI:Ll: gh:mc?}, bci.n%hthgn’c{‘hi(v oo
of His Godhead. And yet we cannot be Uni- we ave Ligid o ek ot b o &
tarians ; because we adgre Jesus &S‘OJGﬁOI\Jf{r:}Xl t‘;;l‘;a %?)?ylg‘(;ifit{lU/l’i‘}an%t%}ke }l'(){zfi't? I‘Opét}éwnt
And we guote two winesses on our side, viz i bow + e oty GhSe ks Lokt
_ : , viz.: is the rainbow; and the H thost is Li
Stephen, who in his last moments inv ‘ed rarl AN At
» Wh 5 ;oked radiant, The Father is Light ini ti
“and worshipped the Lord Jesus”; and the s ' o
. ) sus ;8 rce; the Son is Light in its 2
Apostle Thomas, whu without rebuke called s}o'mcve, O e oty o Taeq o
Py T o ™ e allec f,.\l.)o..seq !o}'clixless the Holy Spirit is Light
that we cannot conceive }C}o:l-——as G(odL 'gﬁ‘l;itélré? - 'i%?odljfiUb‘e d am} e s D
fore we cannot define Him. *God is Spirit” The : t;now, P e eh
—John iv. 24 * Now the Lord is t/e ,S{(pirié” Fathertio'ra:xe&’nthiple'r:;dom: 'I;my o e
. —2 Corinthians i 17. Thus Immanuel darting ers ol S
- ns dil 17, § Y e, darting rays of every eclour str i
~“our own God,” is the personality the dis- white licht ] T NG Qut of
played presence, of G()(Il). And \3: 31(.) sg:z gis- ‘(‘)\f}lé?qizé, Bt would ‘betoken the Holy Spids
tinction in the Godhead. 5 Bug the Rainbow bebokens 3
The Father, as the infinite Abstract, the Holy One of izra(;‘lv” :{eboli;g'lls §129 o
Original and All-sustaining Purity, the Word, tions. (¢ J*’—‘hOV?’«h:\T'3“n i %?mous; hhern
as the Infinite General, the Universal and . Lights may I‘esemg};?‘l‘E)l hi v {)?rt‘l‘mm
All-controlling Presence—and the Holy Ghost 'bow in the clond ” repre 2 “?‘13 hovah " e
as the Infinite Particular, the Omnipotent  His personal and e e tniiaten
All-moulding Spirit—are ‘One Livinrlr and i A[d “f el it atf&l‘l.b‘lte&
S mouling o N l_n if we need a distinet illustration of
It is well known that Robert Hall for yaax‘sé'—f\:’ﬁeizx ?::t f;l]vine ) {)&rbt;cu]a_r” et
(I:;)ul}d §0t acknowledg(- the persona}ity of‘the 'radiatioﬁ Of) the dc&}é:i?niﬁ \ggit::n ‘{;'}lv!()e‘v‘»vi:';eg
oly Spirit. Was : i ; which glisten indivi
Ho }II{ 01}; it :;31 7};(; %Zgl;;) ift'a{? nght that,f,ta%s, \s.rhi‘ch glisten_individuaily with all the
vhe Holy Lihost cannol b ated to person- | colours of the Rainbow, and of which “over
app}e’ared e z(L és ez)nosd tiz‘itt very one) who.a thousand distinct sets of tloral or stellar
fire,” eanr(xc;b beo;,éd{alz«zd&;:o glox;erl;og)ag?tuesa?f{ gr%;z})lngs ha?e been ohmervec and gaured
though doubtless in His Ozgnipotencey ’ H\;ialitv }’egf\’é;‘:}gl\]‘?lykcontea;\l tfor “Ithe  a por-
might appear as a personage or as & m riad sonal God in J lovahoTosus, | Bub 1t may be
of persons. And are we more wise in dﬁ;em lgna e T oy e
) > } WIS - that we wrongly shock th dStheisti
ing the Father a “ person,” when we read, of viek T e when ma. aasert the
ng the Father o * peson,” whe read, of  victions of the Jews, when we assert the
. xxifi. 33, “Am I a God Trinity in any sh i
at hand, saith the Lord, and not a God afar " e e i o
and, 1, g r The tritheistic £ las of th i
S pond, saith the Lord, an | afar | ormulas of the Latin church
saith the Lord. Do we ngfnfa?;}lﬁlyez‘:)g;iﬁe;’Icn?StJre?ard thg A bt o
and degrade the conception of “the Father of ! ezée pg:}z: a:géﬁ; ?hpmyh}? ’lv‘iho%z tlﬁat o
spirits” when we call Him “a person” in'm ’ S e e
) § ust be staggered d utterly
any English sense ? We may use the word  (“offended” Ro e e
for want of a better; but surely th e e e
is above His own per’soniﬁcatiog (1 e()i‘?fz}z}ir ' 2? détggxls t(gilfe?;zigle r}r{xy;ter)f—&“tlio }nystgry
ians xv. 27 and 28) as the Hol hing is- ‘spiri ‘our own vics of God
beyond s eparate ing}ividuality(.) yiﬁfztii?%? ; f]%xtxratlrfd:pslzgléaélpl?}iyel;,’ our owm view of Giod
If we consider Cook’s illustrabi of the . “Lord’s o
Rty on of the, How can the * Lord’ 7
iV ¢ <’s i . e “ Lord's prayer” be breathed
ity—we may modify it, and then adopt by us as He intended, if we do not see the

1t eordially. : in the F
y. :Son in the Father, and the Spirit in the Son ?
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(We may well ponder John xii. 44 and 43,
and Revelation iii. 1.)  Would our Lord have
given us such a model for prayer, addressing

only our Father who is in heaven, if two other.

subsistences were to have separate places in
our hearts ?
one address to cach ?

Nothing satisfies me so completely that God
desires us to regard Him as One, as the singu-

lurity of all the addresses and petitions in the:
Read the Ixxxvi Psalm throughout.

Psahns.

How direet the prayer « O Thou wiy God
save Thy servant that trusteth in Thee!”

We have heard of the sweetness of the
swedish “ Thou™; but to know the intense
sweetness of the English « Thou,” one must
know the Psalms, and feel © Thow wilt hear
O Lord my God.” May the Lord the Spirit
hasten the day when there “shall be one Lord
and His Name One.”

THE MINISTRY OF WOMEN.

The question has been asked, “ Have wo-
men a right to the pastoral office 7

In the opinion of the writer neither men
nor women, as such, have any right to the
pastoral, or any other office of the Church of
Christ. But when God calls men and women
into his vineyard and equips them for service,
it is maintained that they ave bound under
divine law, and the answer of a good con-
science to “stir up,” and exercise *the gift”
that is “in them, without conferring with
flesh and blood, or any consensus of churches,
orthodox or otherwise.

That women have received the gift of the
Holy Spirit as evangelists, pastors, and
teachers cannot be well disputed by those
who are acquainted with the age and its in-
strumentalities, and that such gitts are in har-
mony with the divine plan, the history of
Divine worship and government in the Old
Testament appear to prove.

The Holy Spirit has never Leen a respecter
of “ sexes.”

The word pastor occurs but onee in the New
Testament (Eph. iv. 4-11) and is the gift of
a risen Saviour, not of the church. New

Testament offices in their uncorrupted simpli--

city and ccelesiastical offices and officers are
not just identical. If we were indeed willing

to stand by the New Testament we might ex-

pect revolutions even

Should we not have had at least !

THE CANADIAN INDEPENDENT.

'Churches. It may help us to a better under
‘standing of this subject if we briefly notice
some of the women of New Testament times.

Take the Gospel of Luke for instance. His
Gospel may be called the Gospel of woman-
lood. He makes more frequent and fuller
mention of women than any of the other
-evangelists.

Luke was the only author among those who
were called to write the Seriptures, who was
“‘not of Jewish origin, and inasmuch as he was
a physician it is believed he was an educated -
man. He was the fellow-labourer of Paul in
his mission to the hcathen—a fellow-lahourer
greatly heloved and faithful.

His narrative iun the first two chapters must
have been devived from the mother of Jesus,
and has been thought to “show in every line
the pure and tender colouring of a woman’s -
thoughts.”

In writing on the nineteenth verse of the
second chapter, Godet says: *The oftencr
we read this verse the more we feel assured
that Mary was the first and real author of
ithis whole narrative. This fine simple and
private history was composed by her, and pre-
served for a certain (time in an oral form,
until some one committed it to writing, whose
work fell into the hands of Luke, and was re-
produced by him in Greek.”

It is generally conceded that many of the
details given in the second chapter could only
have come from Mary in the first instance. A
writer in the Ezpusifor of last year went so
far as to maintain that the account,“ must
have been actually taken down’from her lips,”
or written by herself. If this be received,
then it follows that a woman writes Scripture,
or utters what stands as Scripture on the very
keystone event of the Christian religion.
Therefore, we derive from a woman,all we
know of the Incarnation. Is it wonderful if,
after reading these chapters, we should ask:
Have women written Seripture, or spoken
Scripture, and may they not expound Serip-
ture—feeding the souls of others as their vwn
have been fed, or, if you will, “feeding the
flock of God,” as “the Huly Ghost huth nuude
thein minister.”

We are indebted to the Gospel of Luke for
'what we know of Anna, the prophetess.

She was evidently rccognized as endowed

in Congregational | with prophetic gifts, and the fact is in itselt
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femarkable, as we know of no man at this
;ime as & prophet in Israel,

» «In times of spiritual degeneracy,” writes
Godet, “ when an official clergy no longer cul-
tivates any thing but the form of religion, its
bpirit retires wimong the obscure members of
‘ i,he religious community, and creates for itself
unofficial organs, often from thelo  est classes,
Simeon and Anna are representatives of this
spontaneous priesthood.”

¢ Anna presents in several respects a contrast

.to Simeon. The latter came into the temple
impelled by the Spirit.  A.cwea lives there,
Simeon has no desire but to die.  Anna seems
to recover the vigour of youth to celebrate
the advent of Messiah.

She lives only for the serviee of God ; to
“the outer world she is dead. Her real life is
_in speaking continually of the Christ.

“The Pharisces expected an
triumph from the Messiah. Sadducees ex-
‘pected nothing. Between them
Haithful who expected the consolation of Isracl,
Jt was these last who were represented by

‘Anna and Simeon ; and it was among these

;that Anna devoted herself to the work of an
“evangelist.
She is by no means the least interesting

‘figure in the New Testament Scriptures. She |

Js mentioned as one well-known in all the
sdetails of her history; the wife of Phanuel

:-§and of the tribe of Asher, one of the tribes'

“jearried into exile by Shalmaneser, seven hun-

{dred and twenty years before.

‘Y The house of God was her home, and the

“service of God the business of her life. Jewish

gwriters were of opinion that she was em-

“ployed in the temple in trimming the lamps

~jand such minor services while she was wait-

~f§ng for Him who is the light of the world.

4 She was a Galilean, and as a patriotic and
Mevout woman must have passed through years
of pain and sorrow for her country. She had
Jived through the long, sad period of war,
-conquest, and oppression which ade such
“havoc of her country.  She must have remem-

-bered the fatal struggle between the Asmon-

.ean brothers, Aristobulus and Hyrcanus,

“.which had brought all the misery of her
“people in its train. She had seen the legions
of Pompey, when, after viewing the sacred

. eity from the ridge of Olivet on the east, they

outward

were the '

Herod was a recollection of her middle life,
rand its dreadful story of war, murder, and
“erime must have sunk into her heart.

Without mentioning here the other women
~of Luke's Gospel, we may turn to the woman
of Samaria mentioned by John.

She was not a prophetess, but shic was a
very successiul preacher.  She reeeived such
a disclosure of the Messiahship of Jesus as
.none other had rceeived.

It was to a woman Christ unveiled his
greatness in the marvellous. 1 that speak
unto thee am He”  And it was a woman who
could belicve that the way-worn, travel-
stained stranger, was indeed the long-expect-
ced Messiah,  He could sce into her soul,
read her whole heart, and understand that she
was worthy of so much honour.. Al real
faith is of the heart; with the heart man be-
lieveth unto righteousness, or, in other words,
religion is an aftection of the soul.

This Samaritan woman has been
formed into a ninister of Jesus Christ,

“She went her way into the eity and saith
to the men, come, see a2 man which told me
rall things that ever I did, is not this the
Christ " Filling this woman’s soul with
light and life was for the Master “ the meat™
which the disciples in their narrow material-
"ism “knew not of.”

i Already her mission has borne fruit,

trans-

The
fields are white unto the harvest. It was
then as it is now, “one soweth and another
.reapeth.”  “I have sent ye to reap that
| whereon ye bestowed no labour, other men
laboured and ye are entered into their
labour.” _

The Lord had sown the good seed in a
woman's heart. She had sown brcadeast the
“wonderful truth she had reccived, and the
fields are white unto harvest. The disciples
““marvelled that Jesus talked with the
“woman;” but the Master was about His
Father’s business. It was His meat to do the
.will of Him that sent Him, and to finish His
work. “Many of the Samaritans of that
city,” we are told, “ believed on Him for the
saying of the woman, which testified, He told
‘me all things that ever I did,”

A veil hangs over the two days our Lord
.remained with them. Was He this woman’s
‘eruest 7 Did she, like another woman, sit at

“swept round the city to encamp on the level His feet learning with wrapt joyfulness from
sground on the western side. The rise of: His lips? What more did He teach them.
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What questions did they ask?  We knowdaughtcr of Boethus, when she visited ha
how much was said at the well in a few min- husband during the term of his sacred dutic
utes; and that many believed in a few hours. had carpets spread from her door to the gate.
And we learn further than many more be- of the temple.  She had paid for her whin
lieved, and that those who believed on the'and had it.  Women may to-day place their
woman’s testimony pas-ed to higher faith, influcnce and their money at the service of
having heard the Master’s word from His the chureh and the churelr’s servants, and be
own blessed lips.  Did this woman'’s ministry glorified for their pains. But let a woman
cease here 2 Was she forbidden to feed the give herself to the serviee of Christ rather
Hock of Giod the Master left behind Him in than to the service of His servants, and she i
Samaria ! What inference would an unpre- likely to be well pelted with “curiosities of
judiced reader draw from this incident in our literature ” of all sorts, and make the discovery
Lord’s life ! ‘that the church has a Mistress Grundy all to

Certainly Christ was not taking the most herself, although courtesy mivht invent
popular course in making use of women, or another name. Next month I mayv have

receiving them as disciples. rsomething to say farther upou this subject.
It was a Rabbinical precept that a man ITA

should not speak in public to hisown wife.” ___ _ __ . __ S -

The Seribes and Pharisees gathered up their — TUE SALVATION ARMY

robes that they might not jeven touch a

woman, and held it a serious crime to look A SERMON,

upon an unveiled woman in public. *“Let the . ) ) — o o
words of the law bLe bLurned,” said Rabbi * Chriet is prociaimed, and therein T rejoice.”—Phil. i. 1s.
: P - . e P )
Eleazer, “ rather than cownitted to a woman, "~ Unless above himself l]]w ean U“'Ltt.hmmflf’mh?“
“He who instructs his daucvhter in the law," . p.vul .a thing is man? an (.»ur CUII(:LI) ton o 1ris-
savs the Talmud, * instructscher in folly.” “tian life must be very puor indeed if we are not at
‘ }\’otwith ‘t,a.ndi’n«f tiw C()I;tclxl t of I'i{s day  least striving to learn beyond vur prejudices, notions,
£ e ? d ﬁ’ Was ace P 1;"(1 il;l I‘ifs “old but self-wrought opin’ us and ways, sheuld a new
n?irb ‘l\o(;:::‘;: ;Ogm’l( VLby a?]oféﬁ?rlll;aml(‘]v of nlilll “light traly dawn,  “Howbeit, what things were gain
5 'y Ju ' ‘ing band o -

. . ¢ i H folded hiol to me these have I counted loss for Christ,” were the
> 3 » ’ 3% i yher . . - .
Istering women, to whom He unfolded higher: words of vne who could cast aside himseif to gain a

truth tfhan the 'la\\’ contamc:d, copdcscendod greater. No more direct testimony did Juhn the Baptist
tu.rece_lvg of their substance for His own and bear tu his own greamess of soul than when, i contem-
His disciples sustenance, and permitted a | plating the paling of his vwn name befcre the greater
woman, out of whom he had cast seven' one of Jesus, he could say, * He must inecrease, but 1
demons, to minister unto Him. I must decrease;  he juyed to hear the bridegroom’svoice,
He had the general consensus of the ortho- ' content his own should now be silenced, seeing it had
dox against Him in His treatiment of women. declared the coming of his Lord. No less a spirit of
It was not for His own age alone but ours: sclf-forgetfulness should satisfy us in our Christian

also He spoke when He said: “How can ye | judgment and work.
believe which 1eceive honour one of another,; No thoughtful earnest Christian can be indifferent
and seek not the honour which cometh fromn ‘ to that religious movement which at our doors glories
God only.” There are still people in the inthe name of the Sa}vation Army. 4 movement
world who are willing to build God Almighty - which, with the Tractarian movement’of i833 onward,
a magniticent chapel, if only the thing could' will claim equal attention f.'rom. the English hxs?o.rmn
be done without giving the devil any offence. . o.f the nineteenth century in his ch:%pber on r?llglous
While Rabbinical law acainst the - sin ofi !1fe. B! (.Io not Emow that any practical Christian can
. o . in this city of Toronto or in any other place where the

, ¥ 3 !

S he infl fw he “be my relation to the movement?” DBy excuse—if
pains to secure the intluence of women, when ‘excuse it may be called—for selecting the subject is

their ll{ﬁuence could be turned to account for' {hat it is a present living issue in some way touching

the selfish and doubtful ends of priests and;

P harlsfzes. ) . i _ Onc or two preliminary teachings—the spirit mani-
Ladies bought the high priesthood for their fested by the text being presupposed, for unless we

husbands for so much money. Martha, tteare prepared to cultivate that spirit we are in nomood
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or. ix : 19-22 presents to view a fact that to gain men
“iinder the varied circumstances in which they are:
placed a wise power of adaptatior is needed. 1t has
been related that a celebrated painter on a high secaf-
‘folding was painting a wall fresco. Thoroughly en--
grossed in his work he arose and stepped backwand to
view the effect of the last touches he had given. He
imd reached all but the outer edge of the scatfolding
Jmmindful of the warning voice of his attendant, who, !
fwith wonderful presence of mind seized the brush and
began to daub the painting ; the painter rushed back
to stay, as he supposed, the maniac hand, and saved .
his life therehy.  The attendant did & wise ching as- |
guredly under the circumstances; a most inexcusable
folly had less than life or limb been at stake. This

g» learn—may prevent mistakes and perplexities. 1

“Andrew and Philip like, to find their fellows.

39

New Connection Methodist Church, began preaching
in the streets and available bwldings in the east of
London, for the avowed purpose of carrying the gospel
message to those who never dreamed chureh or chapel
to be built for them, for in that vreat centre of enter-
prise and culture there are many thousands - as there
are elsewherc--whose whole life is brutally ignorant
and debased. Converts gathered around him, some with
ready wit and tongue, others with tho musical taste
of the streets. These he utilized, organizing them
into bands, training them, and sending them forth,
In

1878 Mr. Booth had under his ¢ ntrol seventy-tive

'stations. It was then that the name “ Salvation Army 7
i

was assumed.  With a taking name, novel methods,
and unquestionable earnestness the movement made
rapid progress until, in December 1882, it numbered

vise discernment of the signs of the times and sur--
«;oundings is & matter of injunction.—Jude 22: 23. [ 420stations and Y80 oflicers holding Letween seven and
= This granted, it is also manifest that no one indi- | eight thousand services in theatres, open air, halls and
vidual can count upon uniting in his single self all the | buildings during the year.  The most abanduned have
fequisites 1o meet every case. Had Paul alone had jJoined the ranks and become enthusiastic workers,
to deal with Mark (Acts xv. 37-38) it is doubtful :pugilists, drunkards, town bullies, roughs of all classes,
whether 2 Tim. iv. 11 had been penned. It needed the , have toall appearances had ““the devil driven out of

entleness of Barnabas tu temper the stern decision of ‘them,” and are found at home, in the workshop, at the
the yreat apostle. Thus we read * He gave,” etc., . barracks, clothed and in their right mind.  Thave seen

?ﬁiph. iv. 11-14, and let no man vainly repine because "myself in Salisbury and Kidderminster men and women
from him has been withheld some of the individual- whose very faces declared the low type of Lumanity to
jties needed in the wide field of guspel work. The one which they belonged, puinted vut by resident friends as
Yalent, equally with the ten, has its use as the Lord's | the very terror of the neighbourhood and dread of the
icnin put out to usury, and he-is a wicked and slothful ) Police, quietly walking in the ranks on Sunday after-

servant who neglects that talent because no more or
*:othc-r has to him been given. There are diversities of
::‘gifts, as there are diversities of administrations. It
follows, therefore, that granted the success of the
"{Army in reaching masses and individuals otherwise
*Jargely untouched at this time by the churches, it is
“great folly to weaken those churches without whose
’fluiet constant influence the evangelical tendencies of
“}he army had not been, because they have proved just
::now unable to cope with every existing form of evil.
It argues, a very limited faith in that organization
“galled the church, which we are accustomed to believe
has a divine appointment as well as a divine mission,
to cast «ll sympathy armywards, as though it were to
“be the panacea for the churches’ unfaithfulness and the
sworld’s pressing need. I have not as yet thus read
$he Scriptures or the signs of the times.
5 Yet some attitude on the part of churches and
‘individuals is, with increasing persistency, being |
J¢alled for ; and all should be ready to give answer to !
Bvery man that asketh you a reason concerning the
zhope that is in him, yet with meekness and fear. To
o this intelligently we need to understand the origin
bf the movement and the principles upon which it
“works, .

In 1865 the Rev. W. Booth, then a minister of the

i

noon, clean, vrderly, singing ‘“ Marching On ™" ot ¢* Sweet
By and By,” and a score or nwre men and women who
had passed the meridian of life, not only without
hope, but without knowledge, yuietly sitting with the
youth in the Bible class of the old meeting house at
Kidderminster, rescued by the army and turning in
thither to learn of Jesus and the better way.

In 1880 the Army was established in the neighbour-
ing Repubiie, lately in our own Province, and with
results equally striking when we consider the confessed
difference both in the number and character of our
population.

Doctrinally Mr., or General, Booth declares his
adhesion to the ‘“three creeds” and the doctrine
generally known as Evangelical.  Special stress how-
ever is laid upon sin as sin, and immnediate freedom
from its guilt as God istrusted. Much stress is alse

!'laid upon entire satisfaction and complete surrender;

and personal testimony of conversion is required be-
fore those present from every convert.

The great difficulty 'in the way of thoroughly accept-
ing the work of the Salvation Army is their method,
which, to say tbe least, isbold.  ** Attract the atten-
tion of the people,” is one of the first demands ; e. g¢.,
in the doctrines and discipline of the Army these
definite instructions are given : ‘¢ Make your bills and
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posters striking in what you say on them, and the
method of the printing, the colour of the paperandink,
the way they are stuck up, given away, and the like.
They can be carried about on an umbrella, on a man's’
hat ; round his person like a church bell, with his head
out of the top, and his feet at the bottom, on a monster
box, pushed by a man, or drawn by a donkey ; or m
ten thousand different f orms. Invent for yourselves.’
We all know what inspiration there is in a brass band
parading the streets, or in the hideous assemblage of
steam whistles occasionally seen with circus proces-
sions screeching out ‘“ Sweet By and By.” Apart from
melody there appears in men an innate love of making,
or hearing made anoise.  This is not confined to the
vulgar crowd, for the ‘“applause” given at mestings
and concerts by those who would shrink like a sensi-
tive plant frem a discord in a harmony, is esteemed
hearty in proportion to its deafening character. Quite
naturally, therefore, such aids would be called in to
attract attention as parades, cheering, drums and
music. We are not surprised to hear therefore from
General Booth himself, that last year he spent more
than £19,000 ($95,000) on musical instruments alone,
or an average of $200 for each corps. This does not
include advertisements, ete. It certainly can not be
claimed that cconumy is a strong point in the Army’s
administration, but under any ciremmstances souls are
not tv be weighed against money.

To these means of attracting attention objections
chiefly are taken, and it has been suggested as an
impossible conception—Paul parading the strects of
Corinth with banners, cymbals, wind instruments and
placards with letters and figures « la opera house. But
then. is not this conception equally impossible.

NEW JERUSALEM CHURCH.

Rev. Rabbi Paul will preach on ‘The Face of
Moses.” The choir under the leadership of Prof.
Splarge will render one of Lucian’s Symphonies.
¢ Cmsar’s Grand March > will be performed while the .
collection is being taken up. Annual tea-meeting and
sale of fancy articles on the Mcnday following in ald of -
the building fund.

The real objection to these methods is, that however:
justifiable they may be in the first instance, (for really ,
etiquette, even ecclesiastical etiquette, must not stard!
in the way of ‘‘rescuing the perishing ") their per-
sistency goes far to destroy that feeling of re\'erence;
which the Creator has made inseparable in our nature ]
from religious growth in the soul. The public parade |
of our religious seutiments, the obliterating of every
line between the purely secular and the sacred, does -
not tend to strengthen that spiritual communion which |
should be the source of all Christian activity. The:
injunctions of Matthew vi. 1-8 are based upon the|
deepest knowledge «¢ human hearts and lives. A
cons*ant living before the public in matters of private
sympathies and devotion, inevitably leads to self glorifi-

.oxygen of the air.
"atmospherc of oxygen, the intenser flame thus gener-
"ated would destroy.

ccation and hypocrisy. Attention arrested by appeal
“made to our baser selves must be fized on a highe
“plane if the soul is torise into the purer air.  Tonic
may be justly used to stimulate an appetite for food
but, unless the food is provided, the patient will starve.
and starve with hunger pangs ; and certainly the hul.
bub and excitement of the Army marchers will ever
' fail to build up in faith the longing eager growin;
soul.
“ And well it is our God should feel
Alone our secret throbbings, so our prayer
May readier spring to heaven, nor spend its zeal
On cloud bern idols of this lower air.

Ishall take another opportunity of speaking scripfa -
ally on other aspects of this movement and the relation
of churches thereto. Meantime:

1. Let our attitude be not antagonistic. The aim
is worthy, the results not a few in the heavenward
direction. The great danger to the churchesisthat they
should lose their heads in the apparent magnitude oi
the Army’s success, and as Israel (Isaiah viii. 6) refuse
the waters of Shiloah that go softly rejoicing in alien
confederacies. The zeal spent by many against and
away from the church whose coidness they deplore.
would fan that church into a living flame. Nevertheless
whether within our enclosure or without, if Christian-
ity is preached we do rejoice and will rejoice.

2. The awakening by the Army vouchsaved calls for
increased watchfulness on the part of the churches
that they maintain the standard of N. T. purity both
in doctrine and manner. I have no hesitation in say-
ing that the extravagances of the Army with no coun-
terhalancing influences, would in a generation make a
wreck of faith. The flame of life is supported by the
Remove the nitrogen and give an

The churches must still ““ build
up” as Jude expresses it (v. 20.): ““Ye beloved,
building up yourselves on your most holy faith.” Tet
that work not be Jightly esteemed. Man has intelli-
gence and capacity for growth ; let not a stunted life be

- encouraged :

3. Catch the ecarnestness evinced, their zeal rebukes

i us even now.—

‘“ Timeis earnest, passmg by
Death is ea.rnest drawing nigh ;
Sinner, wilt thou tnﬁmg bel
Time and death appeal to thee.

Life is carnest, when 'tis o'er
Thou returnest never more.
Soon to meet eternity,

Will thou never serious be ?

God is earnest, keel and pray,
Ere thy season pass away ;

Ere He set His judgment throne ;
Ere the day of grace be done.
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Christ is earnest, bids thee come, I “Come in!” said & cheery voice, and entering, I

Paid thy spirit’s przceless sutn ; . ¢ found myself in one of the prettiest, cosiest rooms Lhad
Wilt thou spurn thy Saviour's love, I ever seen

! . . .
Pleading with thee from above i The most delicate tint of buff was on tho walls, cool
Oh be earnest, do not stay ; ,m'\ttm" covered the floor, muslin curtains, festooned
Thou mayst perish e’en to day ! »\\1th ivy, hung at the windows, and here and there
Rise thou loz}t one, xzise and flee ; i were pictures, brackets, books and flowers, and all the
Lo! thy Saviour waits for thee. 5B l dainty belongings that make a room look so “ homely ”
i {an«l pleasant,

THE STORY OF 4 TICKET AGENT. And, most charming of all, there lay in a.whlte-
"draped cradle a rosy baby, fast asleep, with rings of

- - o 9 ot “golden hair over his white brow, and the great, red
% \Western train’s gone, ma'am,” said Farmer Brown, , ® brow, and the great, ’

oming into the waiting-room «{ :he little depot. . wh et rtt)s.e dtsl)id in his dxm?lc-ad h";nd{ "
. - . . : ver h v 2 tw —
¢ The train I was to take ! " I said, gasping. : er um benti a women ol iwenty-lwo or three

“les ma'am. Too bad, but can't be helped. Har- ® little mite of a woman, with a bright, dark face,
s < ooy . .
a8 will give out sometimes, you know,” sympathiz- |} ; Vividly-coloured, big black eyes, and wondrous dark
n«h “hair wound in heavy braids about her stately head.
“ When is the next Western-bound train due 2" : She rose with a bright smile when I entered.
‘,§ Yot till six o'clock.  You've five hours to wait. l;xct;;s,e me ; but may I trouble you for a glass of
{edreadful tircsome, ma'am.  There's a nice family . ““‘ T ,
hat live in t'other part of the house: s'pose I tote No trouble at all, ma'am. Pray be seated. Ex-

bﬁ in there. I know Alrs. Holly 'l give you a bite to !cusc me ; fmd she.left the roon?.
and she'll be proud to let you rest on her spare Presently'she returned, bearing a salver covered

af,
é Fune woman, Miss Ho]]) is: [ know her. Won't. 'with a snowy-white napkin, and containing a glass of

ok g0 in and see her ma'am 17 rwater, a glass of creamy milk, a saucer of luscious
P \'o I thank you sir. T dare say that I1l be quite straw ben'u,s, and a plate of yellow sponge cake, light

smfortable here.” [ ‘)‘ellow foamn. " . s s

"¢ Wall, jess as you please. But now I must be go-: Pard.(m me,” she szu(‘1, smiling, *if 1 take too
l.g Hopé voull get to your journey’s end safe,  great a liberty; but, you see, Farmer Brown told me

wam. Good-by.” ! i of your being obliged to wait so g, and 1 thought

.&nd Farmer Brown left the room, mounted his wag- | y (':‘: might be hunrrv) - . .
on; and soon disappeared dewn the dusty road. ol W ]1]} ’ ho‘?' very kind you are:” I exclaimed in
I had been visiting a friend who lived in the country . R ‘fq's\?( tsu'rp;‘]]se. Tti I )
atﬁlunent some ﬁve or six miles from the solitary 0 af a tis pleasure to me. If you are hot
' gidding dignified by the name of depot, and when the and dusty, perhtpq you'd like to bathe your face. 1f

" mme came for me to return home, she placed me in ‘?‘9 JluSt ?t.ep md here;” and she led the way m“‘g
: . . N . QW COTYy ~
‘ écare of a neighbouring farmer who was going to a | }:Ztn;}"' hite bedroom, the very heart of cleanliness an
atant village and would pass the station. i - .
P . | Inalittle while I was a different being from the

I)uruw our ride we met with an accident. Part of ; dusty. h 1l who had he hot
. cress, dus ungry r W) the ho
&% harness gave away, and we were detained sucha g > 87y mor 0 had sat in the
Fw aiting-room.

sngth of time that, as the reader knows, I was too late | .
= ’d\s train. * I found Mrs. Holly a perfect little gem of a woman,

&fter farmer Brown left me, I amused myself by . “and, after the manner of our sex, we soon became as
..aﬂmv a newsp. per which some one had left Iying on | . well acquainted as if we had l\no.vn each other for
heraeat years.

F)mshmg this, I studied the design of the wall-, And while 1 lay languidly on her comfortable sofa,
aper, cotnted the panes of glass in thelittle window, . and she seated in her low rocking-chair, stitched away
ndiwondered at the txdmess of the whole apartment. * 8t her baby’s dress, she told me the romance of her
,‘§Countrv depots are generally such vile, dirty life,
laces | Wonder why this is an exception 7" I said~ ‘I havelived in this depot all my days,” she began.
orﬁyself Then a thought struck me. “ Oh, probi-: ‘‘ My father was agent here, and he served the com-
Iy the place is kept cle'm by Mrs. Holly, over whose ! i pany so long and so well that when he died they kind-

es Farmer Brown was so enthusiastic. Wonder | ly allowed me to remain in this place, with the same
t'fns same worthy female would give me a glass of ! wages too. For, you see, I was seventeen, and father
ater 1" and 1 tapped on the door communicating with ; Uhad long before taught me telegraphy and all the other
3w other apartment. work. Abouta year after father’s death I became

K
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acquainted with Jack—Jack Holly—my husband ; 7 train, and I would have indulged in a good cry, 1.«
and Mrs. Holly looked up and smiled. i just then the ‘special’ came pufling up, and the pre:

“ Jack was ons of the best enygineers on the road ;dent of the road came in., He wasa kind old gentl.-;
(and is now, too), and every one considered him an;man whom I had known since I was a wee girl. 'a'.:':s
honest, likely young fellow. He thought the world | ¢ Good-day Miss Nellie. Every thing prosperot. -A-’]
of me, and we became engaged. But you know how I hope. Will you doa favour for me ¥’ bt
girls are.  The weakest of them can make a strongj *¢° Certainly, sir, if T can.’ a‘f}
man tremble.” i« “Well you see, when we were coming down, I ne i

¢ ¢ A weak, white girl held all his heart-stringsin ;a man who owed me some money. Paid me six hu 661
her small, white hand,’ ” I said. "dred dollars, and Idon’t know what to do withit, asw s

“ Yes, and I dare say I often pulled Jack’s heart- are going up in the woods to see about laying out-a:s
strings rather hard ; but he was gentle and kind when ; new road. We shall be gone two days. Don't warglg
I flirted with the country lads, and when I was wild {to take the money with me—will you take charge py
and wayward he didn’t remonsirate. But one day it while I'm gone?’ A

there came along a cily chap, who engaged board for | **If you'll trust ne. ):e?
the summer at a farm house in the neighbourhood. ! ¢<¢Blessmy soul ! yes, of course. Here's the monegy

““This Clarence Devarges as he was called was hand- | Must hurry away. Good morning.’ in
some, well-dresscd, and had that polished, indescrib-1 ¢ * Scarcely had portly Mr. Sayre trotted away, byq
able air that is so fascinating to most silly girls. J ack | fore Mr. Devarges came sauntering in. le
was kind and well-mannered, but he didn't havea| ¢ Gotquite a little sum there, haven't you, Mig#
bit of style about him, and style is what I doted on in | Nellie 2" eying the bills in my hand. o3
those days so I snubbed Jack, and smiled on Mr.; * “Yes, I replied, laughing. ¢ Mr. Sayre has m“sgm(
Devarges when he offered me hisattentions. 1 fiirted -me his banker. Look! Six hundred dollars ! Heesi
most dreadfully with him till even generous Jack was, vich I should feel if it were mine.’ 5 ¢
displeased. © < ¢You deserve *o have much more, and doubtlegs

*One morning, looking somewhat grave and sad, , that pretty face'll win it.’ ‘:gg‘
he came into the ticket-office. The last passenger had | <« Somehow his bold compliment failed to p]easit'](
gone, and the train was moving out. Jack’s train had and so it was with coldness that I said, ‘Take a chay {:

stopved to take on freight. i Mr. Devarges.’ 55
¢ Well, how long is this thing going to last?’ said; **‘No, I thank you, Miss Nellie. Ihave an aggy
Jack. pointment. But will you allow me to call on you il
¢ YWhat thing 2” 1 snapped out. “evening !’ 6
« ¢ Why, this affair with Devarges. I seeitisgoing| * ¢Well, T scarcely think I shall beat home. Y
beyond a mere flirtation.’ know mother and sister Lula are away, and a linb;a‘)
‘¢ Pray what of it ’ ‘while ago I got word from grandma saying that pc(%
¢ ¢QOnly that I do not want my future wife’'s name ; haps I had better come and stay all night with her.’ ‘:54‘

joined with that of a—" Jack paused, then added, « Tt was true that I had received such word f"'i}é'e
earnestly, ‘Well, I warn you against this fellow. | gandma, but I had no thought of accepting it. I h&g
Who knows who he is ?’ . hoped that Jack would come ard make up, and é

¢« Mr. Devarges is a perfect gentleman, and that is, course I didn’t care to have Mr. Devarges all at tﬁ]
more than I can say of some others !’ I said, hotly ;: same time. L=
and then some demon prompted me toadd, ¢ And, Mr.| ‘¢ What will you do with your money, Miss Nell :.';_j

Holly, in regard to your future wife, X believe I do . carelessly inquired Mr. Devarges. ;
not aspire to that honour—and—andhere is your ring.’ | “0,1 shall put it right here in this drawer. Ny
I drew off the little golden band and handed it to him. i one knows about it, and it will be perfecily secure. ™

¢ ¢ Nell, do you mean this? ' inquired Jack, with his: ¢ ¢ Dare say ! Good morning,” and with a counng
white lips. bow my admirer then left. e
“-Yes,Ido. I'm tiredof your carping and criti-* ¢ A1l that day I busied myself at my duties, & _xy
ci8ig. Tl}ls affair may as well be ended now and for- swhen night came I put on the dress that Jack hkb’{;‘{
ever,’ pettishly. best, and very anxiously waited for his coming. L
¢¢So be it, then. Good-by,” said Jack, and with-. ¢ Seven o'cleck ! eight o'clock! the last train he.i¢
out another word left the room. . come and gone, and my duties for the day were "‘.‘Cﬂ

¢To tell the truth, T hadn’t meant half I said, and ‘I put out the light of the ticket office, went into tr
every minute expected that Jack would kiss me and gitting-room, and sat and waited. Ten o'clock! haﬁ‘.}{
we'd make up. Butnow he was gone forever. A mist “past ten ! No usc waiting any longer—he would 1 ¢
came over my eyes as I watched the fast-disappearing . come. {w

v
.
T
N
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1

2 #¢] ghivered witha nameoless dread, and closed the that he had reason to think that a noted gambler and
door. Went to bed and cried myself to slecp. i ““blackleg ” had come upin these parts. He gave
* 14T had slept an hour, perhaps, and then awoke with ' a description, and it suited Devarges perfectly, all ex-
2 ‘sudden start, feeling a great difficulty in breathing. | cepting a moustache you so admired, which was false

‘Alpart of the quilt lay across my mouth, I thought;
Bit, on reaching my hand to remove it, I found it was
a'fhandkerchief saturated with—what ? chlor« form !

¢ A thrill of terror passed over me. Who had
ddne this¢ Was there some on2 in the house !

w41 silently arose, and just then zlmost screamed as
@ sudden sound smote upon my ear.
dlock striking the hour of midnight. Iplaced my
hand upon my heart to soothe its fierce throbs.

& !¢ Stepping along, carefully avoiding all obstacles, 1
ggiached the door, opened it, and advanced into the
';s_igting-room. No one was there ; but some one was
ingthe ticket-ofice, for I saw a light and heard a voice !
‘What did they want? The money !—O, the money
16t in my charge ! Somebody was stealing it, an
‘wfmt should I say to Mr. Sayre? My God! I might
b accused of taking it myself, and thus forfeit honour
##d position !

'éf“ ‘ Rather loge my life !’ I said to myself. ‘I'l1
defend that money until deatk !’ and looked around
$6r some weapon.

"¢ Under the stove was a large iron poker.
it’earefully, I started toward the door.
¥ God aid me !’ I said, with white lips; and then,
Sgening the door of the office, I'stole softlyin. A man

Seizing

ith his back towards me was at the other end of the,
He had forced open the drawer, taken out the

Foom.
fidney, and was looking gloatingly at the crisp green
%iils, when I stole behind him. I had just raised the
pgker to strike him, when he glanced around.

Ti#¢ My God ! it was Clarence Devarges !

s8¢ Hang it | now I suppose Il have to kill this'

‘ig;étty " he seized me by the throat, and, uttering
“faint cry, T sank down.

% r Jack, rushed in.

¥tuggling—then ali was dark.
},:Z{‘ For the first time in my life I fainted away.

# * *

4

e

* *

mj arm about his neck and cried like a weak baby.
-4 ¢ Arn't you hurt, Jack 2’
" ¢¢¢ Not a bit, dearest. Devarges is disabled, though,

with a pistol wound in his leg. ¢ Tisn't very severe, !

bub will prevent his escape.’

a8, Jack, how came you here 1’

¥4 “Why, you see, when we parted this morning, Nell,
Tibhought I'd never see you again ; but to-night, after
€ had come home, I made up my mind to come and
i1 and ““ make up. "’

“ ® ¢T rather thought he was a scamp, because, when
['was in the city yesterday, the chief of police told me

‘

-

It was only the:

Just then Jack, my own:
I heard oaths, blows, fierce

g‘ ¢ When I recovered, Jack’s face was bending over
w8, and Jack’s voice uttering loving words. Iput’

‘and fell off in our scuile.’
v e Well, s T said, T saw Devarges prowling about,
-and I thought I would see what he wasup to. He
"looked in the window at you, and [ heard him mutter,
*The deuce take it ! Sheis at home, afterall! What
the deuce made her say she was going to her grand-
mother's? Now, I suppose I'll have to wait till my
preity bird is asleep.”
. ““¢So he sat down under one tree, and I sat down
under another.  We both saw you open the door and
‘look out. After you had been in bed about an hour,
Devarges forced cpen the sitting-room window and
crawled in. While he was in the office lighting the
"lamp, I also got in at the window and concealed my-
selfin the closet, and—well, you know the rest.’
“ ¢ Jack,” said I tearfully, ¢ 3ou’ll forgive me for be-
ing naughty and wayward, and you'll believe me when
"I say that I have loved you all the time, won'tyou?’
“ Well, ma’am, Jack said he would, and we've been
“happy eversince. And this is my story, ma’am, my
-only romance.
‘“ There, the baby has woke up! See him stretch
;out hisarms ! I do believe he wants to go to you.
Would you like to take him 7 He isn't a bit afraid of
. strangers.”

COME, 0 COME, THOU KING ETERNAL!

1

Come, O come, thou King Eternal,
Over us, and all to reign,

Let the spring with blossvms vernal,
Visit our poor hearts again !

O for love so pure and fervent,
Love reflected from Thy throne,

As to find each happy servant
Living for his Lord alone.

"Tis afar, and yet 'tis present,
"Tis on high, and yet 'tis mine—

Every comfort, sweet and pleasant,
Jesus gives of joy divine.

O, I would these hands could crown Him !
0, I would these eyes could see,

And this voice with raptures own Him,
Source of every bliss to me !

,
i
i

i Yet my Lord comes whispering to me,
 This, and more, shall all be thine !
i Sin, though stronz, shall not undo me,

i Resting on His arm divine.

So I wait a little longer

; For his fellowship above ;

| Yearning with a holy hunger

| For the perfectness of love !

Newmarket. —William Wye Smitk.
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IQQCWS of the G hurches. in the way of getting a minister. They then t -
; fresh courage, appointed a committee to lay plans:
& Eaton.-—We are glad to note that Rev. George i the erection of a house in which to worship G
Skinner has received and accepted a call to the church | ¥rom the commencement their efforts have been yr,
in this place. No more patient earnest worker in a [ pered a})d blefase'd beyond their expectaiions. A v
cause to which he is thorcughly devoted can we num- | neat brick building has been completed and on %,
ber among our friends than Mr. Skinner, and we pray day, December 2nd, was solemnly set apart by
that the Eaton friends may under his pastoral devotion | Rev. T. Hall, fO}‘ the worship of God. There wa
find times of refreshing and much enlargement. ! large and appre.clative congregation: Mr. Hall'st
Epcar.—Tt is now a litile more than a year since the | Vo2 ‘I’sahn xlvi. verse 4, from wh‘xch he preacl} ¢
settlement of the present pastor over the churches of | StFring and suggestive sermon. There was service
Edgar and Rugby. We are grateful to the Giver ofitl;e afternoon and evening of ?he same day, and
all good for the measure of blessing and success grant- i I\.onflay, 3rd Dec., a te:}-nleetlxlg, and. on Tuesc
ed to us during that time. The addition to the mem- 1 evening, the d4th, a social for the children Of,.
bership roll has not been as large as we would wish, : unday  school was Ifeld' , A“, Fhe meetg
yet some encouragement is found in eight uniting with | ~ °*° large and enthusiastic. The building cost a li
the Edgar or Bethesda Church, and ten names received | over $1000 apart from some labour given ‘by .
at Rugby. We have reason for rejoicing in the good : friends. It seats about two hundred people,. is ph
spirit of peace and unity existing among the churches | bui; comfortable, and suitable ff)r the locality, a
and also between pastor and people, and in this con- [1® 1% of debt. The congregations are good. 1
nection especially noteworthy has been the kindly |h*vea Sunday school of about one hundred. T
consideration of the pecple, man:fested in many ways. EPord has been giving us a measure of spiritual bl
For cxample, on the occasion of our annual social i ing. Some fourteen are about to enter church fellu:
meeting at Edgar, Deec. 21st, the pastor was presented ! ship. fI‘here seems to be a prosperous future .for 5
with a beautiful set of robes for his cuiter. Since that - Master’s work here. .A special prayer ~meet1pg *
time the ladies of the congregation have shown their: been startt.zd and the friends are looking for a tine
kindness to the pastor's wifc in a very generous way. , $Feat blessing. J. W,
Such munificence speaks a language of its own, which! FOREST.—Church matters here are progressing i
we will leave to the good sense of our readers tointer- . ourably. This field was without a pastor for abs
pret. During the year that is past we have had much ; two years. Rev. T.hUS- Hall put usin communicat.
to be thankful for in the good health which has pre- ! with the Rev. William H. R. Shannon, late of Pa,
vailed, with two sad exceptions. The loss of old Mrs. | nill, N. Y Mr. Shannon accepted the call and %
Thomas, which was noticed in an eatlier number of ; duly installed on the evening of Tuesday, Oct. 2r
Tue INDEPENDENT, has been much felt in the Edgar ' Rev. H. D. Hunter, W. H. A. Claris, and R. B
Church. Rugby has also lost a much respected mem. ! took part in the exercises. We are making arran;
ber—Mr. George B. Ormsby, who died very suddenly ! ments to get a new church and hope to succeed bef:,
recently—we mourn the loss of these trusted and true : long. Our churches in Warwick (Ebenezer) andi
friends ; but inspired by their geod example we press ! the Lake are doing well. At the Ebenezer appoiy
forward in faith and hope. Since the commencement | ment we have a prosperous Sabbath school, whiehi
of the current year another preaching station has been : doing a good work. The Sabbath school anniversy
opened at a place named Dalstone. What may be the ' took place on the 2nd January, and was a grand s
final result of the movement there, we cannot at pres-; cess. Rev. D. Hay and our pastor deliveredaddres:
ent say, but consider the out-look promising. With |on theoccasion. We are expecting a visit from Y
an enlarged field of labour we go forward with increased ' Hall and intend to give him a warm welcome.
faith and love ; desiring to be stedfast, unmovable, Grrrrn.~The annual meeting of this church
always abounding in the work of the Lord. J.C. W, 1 congregation was held in the basement of the Cong:
First Cruren, Howick.—The old church building “gational church, Jan. 16th, and was very largely :
at this place had long sinte become too small and un- tended. The reports for the year were all of thems
comfortable in which to worship. It was a log build- | encouraging character. The pastor reported thir
ing and was erected some twenty-three years ago, ' nine as being received into church fellowship dury
when the country was in a very rough state, by the the year. The congregations, both morning and eve
early settlers, a number of whom are still with us. The ing, have largely increased. The Sunday school #
friends had got somewhat discouraged, being without never so prosperous. A new library is about to*
a minister and having no ose to take the lead until, procured for it. The Ladies’ Association, T
about twelve months ago, when the Rev. T. Hall paid® Sewing Cirele, and The Young People’s Assoe.
them a visit and gave them a word of encouragement { tion, are all doing excellent work. The treasurer!

e
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thie church, Mr. Grundy, reported a small balance in Rev. Dr. Stevenson, Mr. Rivard related his religious
fiand after meeting all liabilities. At the annualmeet- experience which won the confidence of all.  He gave
{ng it was decided to purchase 2 new organ for the Lis views of truth, and satisfied the council that, hold-
ghurch, to cost about §2,000, towards which a large ing strongly to the great fundamentals, he had no
ﬁpounc has already been subscribed. Altogether the vagaries of belief. A unanimous vote was given to
ohurch never enjoyed so much temporal and spiritual’ proceed with the formal service of ordination. The
p}iospcrity. following was the programme: Hymn (in French).
' KixasTox SECOND CHURCH. —A council consisting of Scripture Reading.—The Moderator. ~ Ordaining
yopresentatives from Kingston First ; Ottawa ; Toronto, Prayer.—Rev. John McKillican. Hymn (in Freneh).
Northern ; Emanuel, Montreal ; Granby ; with Revs. Charge to the candidate—Dr. Stevenson. Hymn
J. G. Sanderson and R. Mackay as corresponding, (in French). Address to the people—Rev. R. Lafleur
members, met with the vepresentatives of Kingston (in French). Right Hand of Fellowship—Rev. Ed-
‘Sgeond Church, December 28th, to advise regarding: ward M. Hill. Doxology. Benediction by Rev. A.
the settlement of Rev. A. L. McFadyen, B.A., who,F~ Rivard. The hymns were read by the Rev. Mr.
“had received and accepted the call to the pastorate of , Cruchet, who is an old school-mate of Mr. Rivard.
_ﬁh’e church. The council organized with Dr. Jackson Mr. Hill was a classmate of Mr. Rivard during his
u'x; the chair, and after conference held, expressed full. theological course in Andover, Mass. The weather
‘eoncurrence and confideuce in the settlement. Inthe forbade the attendance of our venerable father, Dr.
“éifening a large meeting was held in the church when Wilkes. Dr. Stevenson kindly consented to take his
' Mr. McFadyen was duly inducted into the pastorate. place. Mr. Rivard is labouring with the Eglisc Evan-
Dr. Cornish preaching, Rev. John Burton addressing gelique in Belle Rivitre, County of Two Mountains,
$he pastor, and Rev. John Wood the people, on their’ of which field a correspondent writes in this issue.
:'ééspective relations. The Rev. Dr. Jackson presided A church that has sent out several ministers, doctors,
faﬁd gave the right hand of fellowship, and Rev. R. K. lawyers and useful labourers in other walks of life,
'B}ack offered the induction prayer. A few congratu- - merchants and mechanics, has promise of further use-
3&;‘0137 words were feelingly spoken by Rev. T. Hall, fulness and is worthy of support.

‘and the meeting closed with a presentation by the. MoxTrEAL Z1oN.—We see by the public paper that
“young friends of the Bible class of a very pretty dress- Mr. A. J. Bray has severed his pastoral connection
Ang case to the pastor. ; with this church, and bas avowed a broad platform of
“{Krswick RincE, NEW Bruxswick.—On the first | belief, perhaps we ought to say wubelief, for if hislast
‘Sabbath of the new year, Jan. 6th, 1884, four persons “sermon was faithfully reported as’ we saw it, it was
"Were received into the Congregational church, making  Iargely composed of dogmas disbelieved. We cannobt
i;_[?ogether twenty-seven persons who have united with | claim personal acquaintance with Mr. Bray, but we
r1’;}?5 church during the past month, all on profession i trust both he and the church will be the better for the
“of their faith. Of this number eleven were baptized | separation. :

“Wwhen received into the church, all the others having. Pixe Grove.—On New Year's evening a very
bgen baptized ir: infancy. The only means employed | pleasant and successful entertainment was given in
X“ the ordinary means of grace. The presentation | the Congregational church, Pine Grove, for the bene-
From the pulpit of the truths of the Gospel in all their; fit of the Sabbath School. The pastor, W. H. Way,

“hreadth of orthodoxy has been chiefly the means em- ; occupied the chair. Two beautiful New Year’s trees,
‘ployed to bring about this happy work of grace in this * well laden with New Year’s tokens of remembrance
“olurch. The pastor has received no outside assistance. ' and greetings for old and young, in which the wortby

‘0 work is regarded as a signal answer to prayer and pastor was not forgotten, adorned the platform.
faithful endeavour on the part of those who had more . §inging and recitations by the pupils and others, and
vegiirely consecrated themselves to the Lord’s work a speech by Jacob Spence, of Toronto, an old friend
:~§tiring the last few months. We expect the work to, at Pine Grove, with a reading; also readings very
g0 on, and the indications are that many more will be . kindly given by Mr. McNiely, of Woodbridge, added
ihgought into covenant relation with the Lord. May interest and pleasure to the occasion. Prizes in books
‘,"?,Od thus bless all our churches by pouring out of the ' ;o the value of 820 were distributed to the pupils by
5;;301)' Spirit’s influence upon them. " the chairman. The trees were then unladen of their
e  MoNTREAL. —ORDINATION, REV. A. F. RiVARD.— : treasures, after which an address was presented to the
"The ordination service of Mr. A. F. Rivard was ' pastor on behalf of the congregation with a purse con-

‘:»gld,l)cc« 27th, in Pilgrim Church. Several'ministers ; taining $20, to which he made s feeling and suitable

—

[t . . . . ' P -
U3t the city were present at the preliminary meeting, reply. An admission fee of 15 cents was charged to

* ghd the Rev. John Fraser, pastor of the church, was |all not connected with the school, netting about &35

ST, N N : . .
;c%lled to the chair  In answer to questions put by the i which leaves the 8. S. finances in a prosperous con-
|

ot
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dition. The church was well filled on the occasion. CENTRAL ASSOCIATION.
At the conclusion the congregation was dismissed by ;
singing the National Anthem. W. A W ’ The Central Association met in Georgetown, Dec.

SHERBROOKE.—Woe are glad to hear, guing to press, 18th, 1883. There were present Revs. J. Burton‘,
that Rev. Mr. Brainard, from New York State, has® B.D., H. D. Powis, A. F. McGregor, B.A., C. Dufy,
received and accepted & call to this church. Further IM.A., T. Hall, W. W. Smith, Geo. Robertson, B.A.,
particulars we expect to give in our next. I and J. I. Hindley, M. A., and Messrs, Scarr, McDon-

SeeEvsibE—Rev. W. F. Clarke has received and | ald, McArthur, Frank, Barber, and Ruttell.
accepted a unanimous call to the pastorate of the Mr. Burton was elected.chalrman. Mr. Hall intro-
Speedside Congregational Church. A crowded tea- "duced the subject of Missions, which was discussed at
meeting was held on the evening of the 18th ult., at Neagth.
which Revs. D. McGregor, J. H. Black, W. S. Grif-+  Some conversation also took place anent Mr. G.
fin, of Norfolk Street Methodist Church, Guelph, and "'Scarr, who is supplying the pulpit in Scuth Caledon:
Mr. McKay, of the Presbyterian congregation, Era-; Second Session: Rev. A. F. McGregor preachedin
mosa, gave expression to their congratulations and . the evening from 1 Kings i. 7.
good wishes. Upwards of fifty of the Guelph friends: Third Session: Met at nine a.m. An hour was
were present, thus manifesting their interest in the spent in devotional services and hearing news from t.he
re-settlement of their former pastor in their vicinity. *churches, which proved tu be of a very encouraging
The choir of the Guelph Congregational Church sup- character.  Revs. C. Dufi and W. H. Way were re-
plied the music on the occasion. | ceived as members.

Strarrorn.—The Rov. C. E. Gordon Smith, late Ofi Fourth.Session: Mr. puﬂ' int%‘oduced the subjeci
Coventry, England, has received and accepted a unani-- ”‘f “Public Amusements in Relation to the Church.
mous call to the pastorate of the church in this place, 'The Association was ananimous in condem.nmg the
which appears to be in a fair way of again appe:u‘ing,theatlie’ opera, card-playing, {nudem dancing, and
among our working and growing churches.  Mr. Smith | lot%enes. Mr. Bu}-t(fn was noml.nated as the represen-
is already on the field, his formal settlement we lope | tative of the association in relation to the Missionary
to chronicle next month, : Society.

Toroxto.—A union Christmas service was held in} “Moved by Rev. W. W. Smith, seconded by Rev. C.
the Northern Church on Christmas day, when Rev. Dutf, M "1; and l.ms.sed by the 1155‘-’0““10.“ stax?dmg —
H. D. Powis preached a brief and appropriate sermon, | - Lhat this association Ideeply sympathize with Rev.
Rev. A. F. McGregor, B.A., with the pastor of the i John BurFon, .of Toronto, a much-loved brgth.er ar}d
church, conducted the other parts of the service, which | member, in his recent deep and severe afiliction, in
was largely responsive. There was a fair representa- , (1€ death of a dearly-loved and only son ; and‘ dem.res
tion from the churches included in the service. to assure him that in his sorrow, we sorrow with him,

TonoxTo Z10N.—We hope nexc month to chronicle | 74 Pvint him to the mercy feat for consolation and
more in detail the annual reports from this church support., knowing ,t~hm God never grieves wxl‘lmg]y
which has shown its spirit by adding threc hundred | *°F afiticts the children of men’; and that children

doliars to its respected pastor's stipend and has a fair taken from our ar,ms. :mfl homes by. death, are but
exhibit in all branches of its work gathered to the Saviour's arms a little sooner than

T o N T 1 . .. lourselves, and have safely escaped many evils we are
ORONTO .NORTHERN.—The annual reports of this |y combatiing. ¢ The Lord gave, and the Lord hath
church are now to hand from which it would appear

. taken away, bless the name of the Lord.””
that nine members have been added on profession of Mr. Smitl 1 s on “ Work and Workers,”
faith and eleven by letter during the ycar. Harmony | .~ T SIMITh read an essay on - 1 ors and WOrkers,
prevails and a steady growth in “work and faith. The ‘wlnch led to a proﬁt‘rtble discussion. The secretary
. R . e "
Sunday school has reached its largest attendance, num- Open?d .\he SubJQCt’. Thg Salmtlop .Army : T?‘e
bering over three hundred. Its income has been for | 2550C1ation was unanimous in the opinion, that while
g . :
all purposes 8485, of which $£110 are for missionary |
purposes. For denominational purposes the church

the Army was characterized by earnestness, zeal and
has paid C. C. M. 8., 8200 ; College, £100 ; Indian Mis- |

activity in secking the salvation of souls, and in con-
Ademning the habitual use of alcohol and tobacco, its
sion,; §30; Provident Fund, 330 to cach branch ; Foreign,
$§26 ; Labrador, 810 ; Union, 820, and a donation to
the church at Riverside, 350 ; with a balance on hand
of §47. These contributions are raised by monthly
offerings. Improvements have been made in the build-
ing, amounting to nearly $£1,200—all paid, and §:00
added to the pastor’s salary. In all over $6,000 have
been raised during the year.

methods were to be deplored, inasmuch as too much
ignorance, irreverence, selfrighteousness, and some-
thing close akin to profanity, entered into them, and
that it appealed more to the emotions than to the
judgment, and exalted the Army rather than Christ,
besides trusting to moral reformation instead of con-
version. The impression prevailed that it was largely
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subversive of church organization, and utterly ignored
the Christian ministry. The secretary and Mr. Smith ;
were thanked for their papers.

Messrs. Smith, McGregor and Hindley were appointed
to arrange a programme for next meeting, which is to !
take place in Zion Church, Toronto, Aprll 8th, 1884.

Fifth Session: Met at eight p.m. The spe.xkers
were Rev. H. D, Powis, on ¢* The Christian's Happy |
Lot”; Rev. W. W. Smith, *Foreign Missionary !
W uxk” ; Rev. T. Hall, ¢ Congregational Principles.”
The meeting then adjourned. J. I. HiNoLey, Secy.

Our appreciation of the very touching expression by
brethren of sympathy with us in a great surrow we
would here affectionately record. It has been our:
privilege as the valley of shadows cast its gloom over
us to hear the strengthening voice of friends, and to

realize the kinship of Christian hearts, and thus to tind :
that sorrow is not all loss, and that out of our stony !

ways Bethel is raised. ¢‘ The fellowship of kindred '
minds is like to that above.”—Eb.

CONGREGATIONAL MISSIONARY SOCIETY.

The Executive Committee met in Kingston on the’
evening of December 26th, and during
day. One or two items are worthy “of note at this |
stage. Arrangements were made which, if they meet
with an aflirmative response from the brethren invited, :
will put three missionaries in the Manitoba field. Une |
at each of the following places: Pilot Mound,
Portage la Prairie, and Brandon.

Impmtant fields in our more immediate Provinces '
were refused aid, simply because the prospective in-
come of the society does not warrant further promises :
being made. This is a serious matter, churches and ;
pastors will do well to duly consider the same. On: 3
the whole our fields are brightening, oudr worthy
superintendent is full of enthusiaem, but the want of
men and money seriously troubles him. Moreover, !
the habit of putting off collections to the end of the
year gives a sadly depleted treasury ; we want, agent
visiting or not, a steady supply that the work may g0,
on smoothly and constantly.

Jeliterary Y&)otices.

Tue CarisTyas HOLIDAYs—or sometbing worse—
played dire havoc with our printers forms in the Jan-
uary issue, where notices got considerably mixed.

Messrs Foxg & WAGNALLS notices got strangely
-8separated. However, The Homiletic Monthly
which appeared as an addendure to Astrum Alberti,
is too well known to suffer by the evror, and the
February number whose notice we have received, is
<vidently the peer of its predecessors. We havo also
before us from this well-known publishing firm, the

the following ;

closing volumes of the Standard Library for 1883,

Cfmon Farrar's *“ With the Poets,” is a most enjey-
able and judicious selection from our English speaking
puct , and an excellent text-book for the school and
shuome, whilst Jean Grobs' ‘ Life of Zwingli” is a
tnm.ly contribution to the literature of ufomntlou
' Teminiscences. The great Swiss reformer was a New
Year's gift to his parents just four hundred years ago ;
and the volume befure us not only follows its hero
ithrough his varied struggles, but introduces us
“sympathetically to the heroic strugules for God and’
‘hbezty, which have made the name Switzerland a
“watchword wherever tyrants tremble and the oppressed
“toil for truth and freedom. The general agent for the
i Dominion of Canada for Messrs. Funk & Wagnails
| publications is Rev. William Briggs, King Street,
Taoronto.

Lire axp Tives or THE Riént. Hox. Sik Joux A,
 MacpoNarp. By J. E. Collins. (Ruse Publishing Com-
;p'my Toronto. Cloth 8vo., pp. 650.) A calm, and
s therefore true estimate of Sir John and his times can
_scarcely be expected so long as he remains the living
.leader of a political party. To his opponents he is
,clever, and corrupt, a successful trickster; to his
friends a statesman of peerless brilliancy and a friend
i of most engaging presence. Mr. Collins is evidently
| an admirer of Sir John, a biographer must necessarily
i be in sympathy with his subject ; and yet there is an
'honest endeavour to be just; e.g., of the Hon.
- Alex. Mackenzie he writes: ““ We differ from Mr.
i Mackenzie in our view of many public questions, and
,have no admiration for him as a writer; but,
. nevertheless, we dv not hesitate to say, that his in-
I tluence upon the political life of Canada has been
good ; that he was faithfal to his trust, and strove to
:do lus duty.” Indeed, we like the off-hand inde-
‘pcndence of the preface. ¢ We have no apology to
| offer for the book. It must now make its way ;" and
! that frank spirit appears throughout its pages ; when,
'cg , writing of ¢ Thought and Literature,” the
|follo“ ving open avowal appears: ‘A goud book
ought to find a publisher anywhere :—a <rood book
i mll not be published here unless it appcal to some
| section of the community ; which will then buy it,
| whether it be guod or bad. Our own pour effort is a
lcase in point. We have taken the most popular sub-
; ject in Canada, and we appeal to a great public party ;
, 80 that financial success would be assured to the pub-
lishers, though we filled every page with garbage.”
We are bound to say, however, that every page is
filled, not with garbage, but with racy, intelligent
writing, making a volume at the same time entertain-
ing and instructive. The life of Sir John A. Mac-
donald has been contemperary with nearly all that
has given shape to the political relations of Canada ;
the overthrow of the old family compact regime, the

i
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entire separation of the Church from the State, the|in a handy volume which will form an excellent text-
Confederation of the Provinces, the opening up of i book for any class that desires to stud within reason-
the Great North-West, and the undertaking of the able limits that life which so closely fullowed the
Canada Pacific Railway ; on all these movements Sir: divine original. Clear type; clear sentences, simple
John has left his mark either for good or evil, and the | yet vivid description, and above all an evangelical
record?of all these movements is briefly given in this - tone are marks to commend this last addition to the
biography, as also a short history of all the prominent . literature Paul’s life and work have called forth.
actors therein. Lord Elgin's career is justly hunoured, Tur ANDOVER REVIEW.—The first number of this
and thelmad fury of the opposite party strongly con-. proposed monthly visitor is before us. Its avowed
demned ; indeed, there is an inconsistency in the book ! platform is ‘¢ Progressive Orthodoxy,” not controver-
. judged fromparty lines which removes vne from the | gjal hut ¢ positive and constructive.” This last clause
air of the partisan. Though a persistent admirer of thas a true ring.  Its editors with their coadjutors em
Sir John through his course, we scem to detect a | bace the professors of Andover Theological Seminary,
strong radical tendency in the heart of the author, and amon the list of able contributors we notice the
and thus we gladly miss that fulsome adoration of the : pames of Principal Fairburn of Airdale College, Eng-
hero which render biographies so frequently nauseous. | Jang, Principal Stevenson of our Montreal college,
» We'will not call the work impartial, the estimate of ﬁ with Principal Grant of Kingston. An Jynatian
the late Hon. Geo. Brown reminds us of a note of i maxim is taken as defining the ethical and practical
former years, when the policy of the Reform party ! purpose of the Revicw: ** Let us learn to live accord-
was characterized as ™ those of George Brown,” aud ling to Christianity ;—for Christianity dic not believe
that of the Conservative defined as “01)1>9sition to [ into Judaism, but Judaism into Christianity, that
George Brown.” To say that Mr, Brown was oft- ie\'ery tongue which believes might be gathered to-
times swayed by personal considerations is simply to | gether into God.” For ourselves we recognize a prin-
say he was human ; that he had strong prejudices and ciple to be accepted in the saying that a true thing
evinced inconsistencies therein strong asthe prejudices | cannot be new, and if new cannot be true ; we also ac-
is no doubt true, but those who knew him privately | cept as the only tenable Christian position that of the
felt o man behind it all.  We welcome the book, how- | great apostle to the Gentiles * not that I have already
ever, as a worthy addition to the good literature of jobtained, or am already made perfect, but I press
our Carada, doubtful if amid the political alienations .on ;" and that would appear to be the attitude of the
under which we live 2 more impartial utterance can ] Andorer.  Its opening article on the Theological Pur-
be expected upon those questions of whose battles’ puse of the Review by B. C. Smyth is packed with
the dust has not yet scttled or the graves grown | suggestive study and its gathering up of the spirit of
green. We must congratulate the publishers upon ' the past, as av aid in entering into the future, fraught
the very handsome appearance of the volume, and ' with true Catholicity and wisdom. Our one fault, if
irust they will meet with deserved encouragement in' fault it be, with the initial number is that it is too
their endeavour to foster our Canadian literature. ;acodemical. Yet it is not devoid of the popular ele-
THE CrRIsSTIAN MIRROR, of Portland, begins tire New | ment ; eg.; in Dr. Parkhurst’s ¢ Bible Study on the
Year as an eight page weekly (its previous issue was; Unjust Steward ;7 a splendid example of homiletics.
& large four page). We congratulate our friendly con-, Onthe whole this number promises that for liberal, safe,
temporary upon the manifest improvement, and trust ! fearles:, faithiul and scholarly articles on the great
it may long serve the churches of our faith and order. : Christian verities and their collaterals this Review will
Tae Lirs or Pavi. By D. H. Taylor. (Boston : D. !bce; distanced by none. The January number contains
Lothrop & Company ; 367 pp., neatly bound.)—Notwith- * 120 bages, seven leadxp g articles, llJesxdes'n:tes 1n our-
standing the lives of Paul already on the shelves, irent discoveries and literature. Monthly $3 per year.
there is a vacancy for this very compact. simple,! THE American Sunday School Union has added to
comprehensive, picture of the Great Apostle. The !its long list of excellent volumes for youth ¢ A Chris-
standard works of Lewin, and of Conyhbeare and jtian Home,” by Dr. John Hall. The preparation of
Howson, must ever remain ; the erudite and pictur- | the volume is under the provision of the John C.
esque volumes of Canon Farrar, too, have presented ! Green Fund which seeks to provide a Sunday school
in vivid lines the life and work of the second founder ; literature of a high merit. That merit, we need not
of our faith ; Macdufl’s ¢ Footsteps of St. Paul™ has  say, is reached in Dr. Hall's work, which is replete
given us several unexcelled sketches; there still was|with evangelical truth applied in a wise and winning
wanting a brief, popular. connected history, embody-!way to the simple relation arnd duties of home. More
ing without display cr learned foot-notes the results of ‘ practical than profound,,with happy illustrations, this
travel and study, with a loviug revercuce for the man ( book should find its way into every Sunday school
and the faith he taught. This Mr. Ta,lor has given i library.
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Vick's Frorar Gouive for 1884 is to hand full of
useful information for the gardener, being in short
the accumulated experience of a family of florists and
seedsmen extending over many aclive years. Its
coloured plates and illustrativns are of themselves a
floral index as well as a series of excellent pictures,
and their seeds have hitherto been unrivalled for their
reliable and uniform excellence. All who love flowers
should remember James Vick, Rochester, N. Y,

Tue CriTic and Goov LITERATURE, two New York
weeklies, have consolidated under the united name. ;

at the present time, Our mission work here was
passed in review, and a large portion of the time was
given to it. I think I may safely say, that the cen-
tral district is thoroughly waking up to its duty in
relation to all denominational work, and to the inter-
ests of our mission in particular.

From here I went in company with Rev. George
Robertson to

CHURCH HILL,

until recently he supplied this church ; the arrange-
ment gave the utinost satisfaction to the congregation,

The two first numbers of the new departure are before | but the Georgetown friends were not willing to con-
us, and present a good selection of articles, original | tinue, believing thzft the work was too much for their
and selected on varied and useful topics. In the ! pastor. I was rejoxceq to learn that d}u‘ing the year
hurry of business life the Critic and Good Literature | there has bgen a considerable awakening among the
atlords to the busy man the wherewith to keep him- ‘ peopls of this congregation, resulting in the conversion
gelf in tone with the literary spirit of t' » age. It is a'Of a number of souls to Christ, and several additions
weekly eclectic whose name and contents agree. The ' t0 the church. The attendance at the missionary

Good Literature Publishing Company, Astor Place, | meeting was siall, owing it was said, to the almost

New York.
Tuae FEBruary CENTURY is before us as we go to
press. A glance through its pages reveals a treasure

of literature unexcelled by any previous number. The

January number gave interesting extracts from the
lamented Garfield’s journal of his European trip, and
a sketch (illustrated) of General Sherman. The Feb-
ruary number gives a similar sketch of General Sheri-
dan, with varied articles on art, travel, and gencral
literature. It is really difficult to spesk in terms that
do not appear flattering of these monthlies of the
Century Company, the Century and the St. Nicholus.
They are doing much, very much, tu create and main-
tain a high public taste for first-class literature.

&Jorrespondence.

MR. HALL'S LETTER.

For so far the weather has been most unfavourable
for missionary meetings and for my work generally.
I had hoped, and the weather prophets had encouraged
that hope, that after the unusually severe winter of
last year we might have something different this sea-
son. But there is no use grumbling about anything,
and the weather is sufficiently abused by cthers, I will
hope for brighter days to come and make the best of
the present.

After sending you my last letter, I went to George-
town to attend a meeting of the

CENTRAL ASSOCIATION.

Only I expect a full account of that meeting will be
sent you, I would like to write at iength about it. It
was certainly one of the best I have aitended in Can-
ada, the papers read, and the various subjects dis-
cussed were of great importance to us asa denomination

j impassable state of the roads.
Our next place was
CALEDON SOUTH.

i Thie church is distant from Church Hill, eleven miles,
jand has been without a pastor for about two years
They have kept up their Sunday school, and if they
meet with a suitable pastor, I think the congregation
- has not suffered much. They are devoted to their
| principles, und feel their need of a spiritual man as &
pastor. Mr. W, Scarr has been supplying Church
Hill and Caledon for some time past, and appears to
be giving satisfaction to all.

It is said that history repeats itself ; but in my ex-
| perience in these last two churches, and in the next
IT visite-, the weather repeated itself. We had exactly
similar weather when X was there about eleven months
ago. It was with great difficulty we reached the
church through the blinding snow, and cold. There
was a fair attendance under the circumstances and a
good collection. The Rev. George Robertson and Mr.
Scarr took part in the two last meetings, the former
evincing even a more thorough devotion to the great
| missionary cause than on any former occasion when
I have had the pleasure of kis company, or of hearing
him speak on the subject. My joyis without bounds
when I find a young man, like our brother so full of
the missionary spirit. How much good may even cne
such man do ip his lifetime.

I spent the Sunday in

ALTOX AND NORTH ERIN,
preaching twice at the first named and once at the
latter.

The cold was iniense, and the roads so bad that 1
l found it very difficult to make the short journey, five
miles, between the two churches. These churches are
nearly three years without a pastor. They keep up
their Sunday schools, and are hoping that shortly they
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will have a minister settled among them. There is a raised for Home and Foreign missions. The Ladies’
very comfortable church building in North Erin, but ! Missionary Society has been making good progress too,
in Alton their beautiful new church was burned shortly | in fact the missionary spirit of the church is being
after it was opened—and while there was still a debt | thoroughly developed.
upon it. They have a good parsonage, equal almost| In many particulars T observe a great similarity be-
to the debt, and the walls of the burned building can tween the Church in Ottawa and my dear old charge
be rebuilt at moderate cost. Their friends are hope- | in St. John's, Newfoundland. T suppose this accounts
ful that they can go forward with the w 'tk in the : for my love for the former and my desire to be there
spring, if they have a suitable minister, and a little abuut Christinas and New Year’s. I was honoured
help from outside. Iknow of no more promising or ' in being asked to distribute the mission boxes, and I
uecedy migsion. In the mean time service is held in a:am hoping 1 may be present next year when they are
hall, and, notwithstanding the unfavourablo weather, . returned. There is a right ring about church and
we had good congregatioms. T have not enjoyed so i Sunday school in Ottawa.
much of the Spirit of God in preaching for“along time. | I divided the Sunday with Lanark and Middleville,
If the right man is found for *his place, he will have ' preaching in the morning in the former place, and in
fruit, for the fields are white unto harvest. I felt I:the afternoon and evening in Middleville and Hope-
would like to remain here for a few weeks, and con- ! town, good congregations in each. The Middleville
duct evangelistic services, there are quite a number of : friends have been pushing forward surely, if slowly,
interesting young people, who seem to be thirsting for | their church building scheme, and are now in a fair
the gospel. I am most anxious about them, and will : way to succeed. The greater part of the money is
not rest until they are cared for. T hope to visit them ! subscribed, the stone quarried, and the site was part-
again during the season, and spend a few days among ' ly decided upon at the meeting I attended. There is
them. Could not some of the brethren give a week | every prospect of success on this field. The ..odus
to such work as is needed here. ’ | to the west has ceased, and those who remain seem

Next comes the Christmas holidays, and the meet- | determined to give themselves to the work. Our
ing of the Executive in Kingston. I could write a ' brother McColl has been greatly cheered among the
long letter about thes., but [ will not venture. 1 will .’ people of his charge, and is looking forward with
only say that I found my family in good health, and | much hopefulness to the future.
the three or four days at home were very pleasant, | The Ladies’ Missionary Society has rendered valu-
though not by any means idle time. I was able-to|able aid both to the church and the mission during the
bring up some of my correspondence, and then we had | year,
two days close work with LANARK.

THE EXECUTIVE. We had a very successful missionary meeting here.

As you, Mr. Editor, formed one of that meecting, you The Ladies' Missionary Auxiliary has had regular
will likely give some notes, so 1 need not run the risk : meetings, throughout the year, and has done much to

of repetition. ! increase the interest in missions, and help the funds
1 promised in my last, however, to give particulars | of the society. They have a plan of conducting their
if possible, of our action in relation to i meetings both in Middleville and Lanark, which may
AMANITOBA. i be suitable (o other places. It has been very success-

I cannot do so wisely, this time. Three men hzwegf“l' In the carly part of the evening of .r*?nthly
been nominated to so many points there, but pending | mec?tmg, the ladxeg meetand transact the}r'xmsswnary
final arrangements with the brethren, and consultation | Pusiness, about exg!xt o'clock they are joined by the
with their churches, it would not be right to mention gentlemen at a plain teq, after this they have a mis-
names. I think J may safely say, that the action of : Sionary address or papers read on mission w?rlf, con-
the Executive will give full satisfaction to the friends ! ference and prayer together. A small admission fee
of our Manitoba work, and we are sanguine that the ] 15 clmrgefl ora collection is made. They testify tha',t
future success of missions there is sccured if they go. ; the meetings have been pleasant and profitable. This
I spent the last Sunday of the year among the kind - Plen might be tried in other places.
friends in Ottawa. I was in the same place on the! I was snow-hound from Thursday till Saturday in
last Sabbath of 1882. We had, indeed, a good day i Lanark and was obliged to cancel meetings in other
this year also. The growth of the congregation both ‘ places. Being the week of prayer I enjoyed a good
in numbers and in spirituality is very marked. time with brother Day in his nightly meetings. I
The Sunday school held its annual missionary i found him labouring very earnestly for the Lord, though
meeting in the afternoon. Numbers of the children ; Bot in as good health as when T was last there, and
have Liad mission boxes during the year, and by means | secking a revival among his people. He has done
-of these as well as in other ways quite a sum has been 1 Tauch to develop the liberality of his congregation
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towards our society, last year they about doub]cdi
their contributions, and they are likely to be yuite as,
good this year. |
I devoted another Sunday to
BROCKVILLE,
and found the work still progressing favourably. |
Three members had been added to the church, on
profession, on the previous Lord’s day. The Sunday !
school is doing well, and though the day was ve
stormy we had & good coneregation. Brockville must}
be sustained, and as soon as possible a pastorshould be |
settled there. The Visiting Committee has donei
guod work, but they need a pastor to follow up their
efforts.

BELLEVILLE.

I found quite a large attendance at the missionary
meeting here. This was the third annual missionary
service I have attended in this city, and it was cer-
tainly the best. The singing was excellent, collections
more than double that of any previous year, while
they anticipated all appeals, and had made their sub-
scriptions previously, handing all in at the meeting.
The Rev. W. Mitchel, Presbyterian, and Mr. W. Rich-
ardson, took part in the services, and spoke kindly
of the church and of its pastor. Mr. Stacy appears to
working faithfuily, and not without encouragement.
He has had many serious difficulties to contend with
since he came on the field, but he seems to be sur-
mounting them all.

This letter is already too long, but T cannot close
without a reference to the cheering news I have re-

1

ceived from many parts both east and west. Several
of our churches have been and are enjoying times of
refreshing. The spirit of God is being poured out
upon them, and numbers are brought to the Lord
Jesus Christ, and are being added to the clhurches.
An extract from a letter recently received will give
some idea of what is going on in several places : *“ We
are in the midst of yuite a considerable religious in-
terest in this congregation. . . . . I have been hold-
ing special meetings in the church. I have preached

every evening since Mounday, a fortnight ago yesterday,
and am still carrying on the meetings. I have also
preached three times on Sunday. On Sabbath 2nd |
inst. (Communioun), I received eleven new memberS|

51

dering on it. The work is done by the Spirit apply-
ing tu the hearts and consciences the preached word,
and there is a deep under-current of intensity among
old members, new members and others in the congre-
gation.

¢ Among this staid old conservative Congregational
people was not the most promising field for a work of

grace, but blessed be God His Spirit has been sent,
ry and the whole field has been refreshed, and we believe

that the end has not yet come, but that still greater
things are in store for us.”

I find in almost every place I visit, the pastors and
members of our churches are longing and labouring for
similar blessings. They will not labour in vain. This
is the proper work of the church ; and, if it is neglected
by it, God will raise up others to do it, and the luke-
warm professors will He spue out of His mouth. A
Congregational church cannot exist long without re-
vivals of religious or spiritual awakenings, or in other
words multiplied conversions to Christ. Let us every-
where unite in seeking this great blessing. ““If ye
then being evil, know how to give good gifts to your
children, how much more will your Heavenly Father
give the Holy Spirit to them that ask Him.”

The revival of missionary zeal has at all times been
followed by great spiritual blessing in the church, and
genuine revivals of religion have always resulted in
extending missionary work. T. HaLrL.

THAT MODE! COUNCIL.

Mr. Epitor,—In the January CaNapIaN INDE-
PENDENT, there appears an official report of a council
which you are pleased to commend as *“a model or

‘ form by which others may be guided under similar

circumstances.” Permit me to make a few cummments
thereon.

The circular (‘“letter-missive,” I think, is the pro-
per term) announces that ¢‘the church hes extended
a call to Edward M. Hill, of Beloit, Wisconsin, to be
its pastor.” Action having been taken by the church,
where is the need or what can be the object of a coun-
cil, if, as we are often told, its functions are only
advisory ? If advice was wanted, it should have
been sought before it was decided to extend the call.

on profession, and last Sabbath, the 9th inst., T re- But the council was invested with wore than advisory
ceived cleven more, making twenty-une in all received | functions, by the terms of the letter-missive, for it
on profession this month so far, and we expect more | Was asked to “review the action of the church.” If
w follow. The majority of those received are heads | this means anything, it is an ahdication by the church
of families, many of them middle aged. The half of of its own proper functions, and the investiture of the
the number received are men, and the very class|council with them.

whom we supposed the hardeat to reach. But the| A second object of the council is stated to be ‘“to
spirit of God has reached them. The beneficial results | examine the pastor-elect with reference to his fitness
are seen chiefly in the seeming springing up into new-  for the office.” This is very like the conduct of the
ness of spiritual life of the old members of the church. | man who excused himself from the feast on the ground
Everything is quiet, no excitement, or anything bor- | that he had bought five yoke of oxen and must needs
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go and prove them. Surely, the proper time to ex-
amine into a man’s fitness for the pastoral oftice is
before extending a call to him, and then, if at all, the
advice of wise and good men should’be sought.

The same remarks apply to'the third object stated,
viz., *‘to advise the church with reference to his
settlement.”  This had already been resolved upon.

If 1 understand the theory of councils, the mem-:

bers of them are supposed to represent churches, In
the present case, three members represented churches,
and four, a majority, represented themselves. Had
all the parties who were invited attended the couneil,
—fifteen in all—seven would have represented
churches and eight would have represented themselves.
Further, as I understand the matter, the proper way
for churches to be represented is by pastor and dele-
gate. But this model council was wholly a clerical
body.

In view of the actual circumstances of the case,
what was it but to put the cart before the horse for
the council to ‘‘ recommmend” the church to make
choice of Mr. Hill? Since he had been already
chosen and called, the council could commend the
churches action, but not »ecommend it. There is an
air of absurdity about this ex post facto kind of deliv-
erance.

A wit has remarked that the true use of advice is
to make a person more firm in his own way. The
council in question may have had some_utility in this
direction, let us hope it had, otherwise its work was
clearly one of supererogation. If it is to be under-
stood that it had the power to undo what the church
had already done, then it was notan advisory, but an
authoritative council. The fact is, that ihe council sys-
tem, which ‘‘has been so strongly recommended by
the Union,” is not that which we find in actual oper-
ation. The Uniondarenot commit itself to an author-
itative council system. Its voice has been given in
favour of purely advisory councils. Have we ever
had any of this character!
exception and not the rule.

But, after all, the fatal objection to the council sys-
tem is, that we find no trace, of it in the New Testa-
ment. The New Testament is either a sufficient
guide-book for the churches, or itis not. All trueInde-
pendents inaintain that it is, and refuse to be bound
by anything for which there is not either apostolic
precept or example. *‘ We are indebted to the secre-
tary of Calvary Church for this record,” but before it
is exalted into *‘ 2 model or form by which others may
be guided,” we demand the authority of * the man of
Calvary,” whom we call Master and Lord. Point out
the chapter and verse in which he has lent His royal
sanction to this system, and it is enough.

The same number of the CANADIAN INDEPENDENT
which contains the record of this council chronicles

If so, they have been the!
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‘another called, we are told, exclusively ‘“for the pur-
' pose of reviewing the call of said church,” not of ad-
“viging as to the wisdom of extending it. As its out-
‘come, we are told, *‘the council unanimously ordered
i its satisfaction in the call of Mr. Duft to be recorded.”
Suppose it had “ ordered " otherwise, and had record-
red its high and mighty dissatisfaction? As in the
i former case the call had been already given. Had
‘the council power to undo what had been done!
"Either 1t had or it had not. If it had, it was an
! nsurpation ; if it had not, it wasa farce. Let us either
stop calling ours the polity of the New Testament, or
! else adhere faithfully to the Divine Statute-book.

‘ Wa. F. CLARKE.

© Speedside, Jan. 23rd. 1884.

! THE GOSPEL FOR THE FRENCH OF QUEBEC.

'+ Mg. Epiror,—Very few as yet know that a French
istudent, A. F. Rivard, who finished his studiesa year
rand a half ago at Andover, Mass., a fellow student
‘and friend of Rev. Mr. Hill of Calvary Church, Mon-
Itreal, has been working among the French people of
| Belle Rividre, a small place about thirty-five miles
north-west of this city. I have no time just now but
| to say that he went there on the invitation of some
' French Protestants, at the beginning of June last,
' that his small congregation is doing what it can"towards
‘supporting the missionary, but can pay only a small

i portion ¢f his expenses, and that unless sympathizing

! Christian friends come to his help, an important and
rpromising field with prospects of successful work
ramong the Catholics, may be left to sufter. Calvary
; Church has been discussing the matter and is going to
i do what it can to help the work, but it will want more
. than that to carry it on. There are so many things to
! contribute to, that a fresh call for help may not be
 considered judicious, but some may be pleased to know
i of the existence of this undertaking and be willing vo
let the widow’s mite fall into a purse that has been
empty, and lived on expectations for many months,
With your permission, Mr. Editor, I shall give your
readers more particulars before long.
L. G. Rivarp,

564% Craig Street, Montreal, Dec. 20th, 1883.

OBITUARY.

Died at his residence, Danville, Que., Joseph Lord
Goodhue, on the morning of the 6th of December,
1883.

The deceased was born in the township of Chester,
in the Province of Quebec., in the year 1824. Atthat
time the country around was a dense forest ; it was
only four years before that the first tree was felled to
begin the clearing upon which the house of his birth
stood, There was neither school house nor church
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within many miles, nor were there any of those re-:
Jigious or educational privileges which are now en-’
Soyed.

 In his early boyhood he developed a love of study .
that was very romarkable in one so situated. His’
‘thirst for knowledge was 80 intense, that when but.
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ing and helpful words to the troubled ones about him.
He loved little children ; they all knew him to be their
friend. He was interested in his work people; who
were always pleased to seo him come around, and to
hear his peculiarly pleasant greeting. But he has
gone hence, and the church and community mingle

sixteen years of age he left home and walked to . their tears of sincere and heartfelt sorrow over his
"Brownington, Vermont, a distance of over one hundred ' grave. Few churches have been blessed with such a
imiles, to attend school in that place. He had no iman.  He was a source of great strength, and none can
‘money, but he had a stout heart and good physical de- ' DOW fill his placp.

velopment, and was not afraid of hard work. He| Fora shor.t- tune‘ before his death a gloom scemed to
toiled morning and evening for lis board, and pur-. settle over his spirit, and ho appeared to be suffering
chased his-books with money earned at holiday times ' great mental distress. He who was so ready to help
and vacations. By dint of the hardest toil and untir- { others and to carry their burdens, bore his own alone,
ing perseverance he became possessed of an excellent rand buried his troubles, which were to a large extent
education, having a good knowledge of the classics, imaginary, in his own heart.  The mind gave way,
and of English literature. He was endowed by nature and the end was so painful that we pass it over.

with rare natural gifts, and it was easy for him to learn, = e mourn his loss, we mourn that we were not able
and to make good use of what he know. Few men I'to help him in his distress, but it {s all over now, and
could express themselves with such clearness, or briny i we think of him as out of the shadows and beyond the
out in such happy language the various delicate shades | tloud, in the clear light of au eterual day.

of thought which are often felt when they cannot be: = S — e ————
cxpressed. But it was not his intellectual gifts that so : @fﬁmal :EQOIICCS.

endeared him to the communrity in which he lived ; it ;-

was rather his Christ-like character. He becameapro-i CONGREGATIONAL Conikue oF B. N. A, Expowuest
fessed Christian soon after he came to Danville to live, | Fuxp.~I have pleasure in acknowledging the receipt
and when quite a young man. For thirty-five years } of 8160 from G. H. Wilkes, Esy., Brantford, being the
he was a consistent, earnest, active member of the ! balance of his subscription of $200.

Congregational church; and for thirty-three years| Montreal, Jan. 4, 158}, Heswy Wiukss, Tres,
filled the office of deacon with much fidelity, looking
naturally more after the spiritual than the temporal
interests of the chureh, and often preaching the gos-

{
; HAPPINESS,

) N "1 Makeit a rule, and pray to God to help you to keep
pel with much profit and acceptance, at home, and in it, never, if possible, to lie down at night without being
' neighbouring churches and places. In the prayer-| pie to say: “I have made one human being at least
meetgxg he was.specmll.y at home ml.d. geemed to have ja little wiser, or a little better, this day.” You will
peculiar power in drawing out the giits of the people .41 easier than you think, and pleasanter. Easier
in active exercise, and at the same time in making | because if you wish to do God’s work, God will surel):
them feel at home. Rarely was he :o.bsent from the | 513 you work to do ; and pleasanter, because in return
prayer-meeting in the village, and for years he often g . e little trouble it may cost you, or the little chok-
went about two miles to attend a weekly prayer-meet- | ing of foolish, vulgar pride it may cost you, you will
ing held from house to house in the country round ' have a peace of mind,a quiet of temper, a chieerfulness

about. He was also very active in Sabbath school{
work, both in the village and surrounding country. |
In his later years he confined his labours to teaching
an adult class, mainly composed of the fathers and
mothers in the congregation, who sadly mourn the loss
of his wise and rich instructions. Nature had also
endowed him with a full rich vuice for singing, which
was always heard in making melody in the various
meetings of the church. He was for many years leader
of the choir and to the last took a prominent yart
therein.

But above all was he remarked for his abounding
charity. He had a large loving heart ; a sympathetic
naturé that constantly showed itself in deeds of kind-

and hopefulness about yourself and all around you,
such as you never felt before ; and over and above

. that, if you look for a reward in the life to come, recol-

lect this : What we have to hope for in thelife to come
is to enter into the joy of our Lord. And how did He
fulfil that joy, but by humbling himself, and taking the
form of a slave, and coming, not to be ministered to,
but to minister, and to give His whole life, even to the
death upon the crass, a ransom for many. Be sure
that unless you take up His cross you will never share
His crown ; ba sure that unless you follow in His foot-
steps you will never reach the place where He is. If
you wish to enter into the jey of your Lord, be sure
that His way is now, as it was in Judea of old, over
every sinner that repenteth, every mourner that is
comforted, every hungry mouth that is fed, every poor
soul, sick or in prison, who is visited.—Charles

ness to the needy, and in loving visits and sympathiz-

Kingsley.
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¥ nternational J2ressons,

Lgesgox V.
ks | PAUL'S SECOND MISSIONARY 14cs s
188 ) JOURNEY. { it

GoLpeN Text.—* Come over into Macedonia and

help us.'—Acts 16: 4.

Tise. —AD. 5L

Praces.—Antioch in Syria; Lystra in Lycaonia; Troas
in Mysia,

Pavatrier Passace.—Gel 4: 13-15 with 10: 6,

Notes and Comments.—Ver. 33,
bas having returned frowm the conference at Jerusgslem as
narrated in Lesson 1. continue in Antioch, we can't tell
how long. ** Teaching: giving instruetion. building up
those who had received the trath. * Preaching:” proclaim-
ing the Gospel to those who had not received it. ** Many
others: " who, we know not, likely some who afterwards
were active in the Church. as Ignatina and Funodius.

Ver. 836, ¢ Some days after : » still nothing to indicaie
length of time. <‘Paunl said :*" so the second missionary
journey originated with Paul. *“Visit our brethren in
every city—see how they do:” Rev. “Fare:" in faith,

love, and bope. their spirilual growth, characteristic of |

one whose heart was ever full of the care of all the
churches. (2 Cor, 11:28.)

Vers. 37, 38.  Here comes the veginning of a sad ynarrel
between two good men. ‘*Barpabas determined,”” *¢ Paul
thougt not good : " the -ause of their diffcrence was Mark.
He was the nephew of Barnabas, whe was drawn to him ;
Lot Paul had found him to fail once, et Pamphylis. (Ch.
13:13 ) He had an opportunity and Jost it. Aftersvards,

however, he proved himself worthy and Paul received bim ,

back to his {riendship and commended him. {Col. 4: 10.
11; 2 Tim, 4:11.)

YVer. 39. “Coutention so sharp :’
as it would appear, was escited and spoke strongly. Paul
looked at the matter from the side of right ; Barnabss
from that of affection. Perhaps Barpsbas knew Mark
better than Paul did, and was sure that such a failure

)

would not occur sgain, but Paul bad no such assurance.

and did not think 1t right to imperil God’s work for any
man. The impartiality of Scripture is manifest in the re.
iation of the infirmities of two such good men ; and while

we take heart that these were men of like passions ag our-

selves, we should learn to keep guard and bridle our
tongues leet we too suould offend. “ Departed asunder:™
but see how God can overrule evil for goo@ There are
row two bands ; two missiopary journeys are made at the
same time, and two pairs labonr in different places. * Bar.
nabas—Cyprus:” his own country. (Ch. 4:36) We
have no further record of the labours of Barnabas.

Vers. 40, 41. < Chose Silas: " in the place of Barnabas,
and soon after Timothy in the plece of Mark, Silas was

one of the deputation sent from Jerusaiem to Anticeh with

Panl after the conference. He is called a prophet. (Ch. 15
32.) *“Being:" Rev., ‘*Commended:” there was a

special prayer meeting of the Church to ask God's blessing :

on the intended work of these men; the nsarrative would
indicnie that Barnabas with Mark had sniled before this,
¢ Byria— Cilicia:™" trace route on mep. ** Confirming:"
establishing in the faith, perhaps organizing into churches
aud giving directions and cousel for their conduet.

Chap. 16: vers. 1-3. “Derbe—Lystra 1" Sites uncer-
tain, * Timotheus: " opinions are divided as to whether
Lie was 2 native of Derbe or Lysira.
the verse would indicrte the Iaiter.
violence and had been left for dead, but his blood hed
proved & divine seed, and be finds now a number of dis.
ciples, the seal of bis npostleship, and amongst them him

Peul and Barna-

really, bitter. each, .

The construction of ;
Here Paul had suffered ;

whom he delighted in after years to call his * son Timothy.”
14 Certain woman :” Eunice (I T, 1:6); *father—
- Greek ;' no indieation that he was a believer, on the con.
trary, the idea conveyed i, that he was a pagan still.
“ Well reported of by the brethren :” without which he
never could have become the companion of Paul; but he
had gifts and graces as we know. Rend Paul's epistles to
him. ¢ Circumcised him: >’ was pot this inconsistent with
the principles for which Paul had been contending? By
no means, the son of & Jewish mother he wae regarded as
& Jow by the Jews. He was evidently willing to submit to
the rite, and without its performance he could not have
been admitted into Jewish synagogues, or listened to with
respect by them ; in the case of Titus (Gal. 2: 3) the ease
was altogether different, He was a Greek, had not any
- Jewish blood, sngd the Jews souglit to compel him to be cir-
cumeised. There 1t wounld have been a sad compromise,
here it was wise, loving, and Christian.

Vers, 4, 5. “Through the cities,” of Asia Minor, in-
clading Yconium and Antioch in Pizidia. ‘¢ Delivered—de-
crees,’”” of the council at Jerusalem. The words may
mean Jeaving writien copies, which wight easily be done as
the message was brief.  “ Lstablished : »* when the cauze
for dissension was removed came an increase in faith and
in numbers ; blessed when these two go together.

Vers. 6, 7, 8. Inthese verses we have two distinct state-
ments that they were under the guidance of the Spirit ;
in both cases restraining there from their purpose, that,
as wo shall find {urther on, they might be led into new and
wider fields. “ Phrygia:” an undefined space in Central

“Asgia. “Galatin:» here he remained long enough to found
several churches. The slight reference to his work in Gal.
4: 13, 15, leads to the conclusion that he bad aun illness

. there, and that the Galatians were deeply devoted to him,
“receiving him * as an angel of God, even as Christ Jesus.
‘“Mysia: " a province of Asia. * Bithynie:" & province
" distinet from Asia, or, after the admonition of v. §, they
would noi have endeavoured to go there. “Troas:” the
new Troy but of vastly grander importance to Christians
as the place from which the apostle sailed for the con-
quest of Burope to Christ, the place where the Macedonian
cry, ¢ Come over and belp us,”’ was first heard, a ery that
ig coming up from heathen lards to the churches to-day.

Vor. 9. '* A vision—night:’’ not a dream ; this we may
think would be in reply to prayer for direction. * Come
“over into Macedonia :”” so we need not trouble ourselves
with any enquiries as to how the apostle knew that he
was & Macedonian—it was the call of conscious suffering
and wretchedness, the call of those who felt their need of
help in their struggle to light and truth. It was “gs,’
not me, but the masses there, ¢ help us."”

Ver. 10. And they were not disobedient, at onece they
¢ endeavoured to go into Macedonia ; ¥ rather * we,” So
we see here the presence of the narrator with the mission-
ary company. So modestly does luke introduce himself
into the wnarrative. Possibly resident ai Troas ke had
been consulted by Paul as to bis health. - Gathering:®
Rgv. “ Coneluding that the Lord bad cailed us i1 to presch
the Gospel unto them,”

HINTS TO TEACHERS.

Prefatory.—I take it for pranted thet you bave a map
“of this missionary journey, it is to bs found in all
*Tenchers’ Bibles,” and in many without the teacher's mat-
ter—nearly ell the Quarterlies, Teachers and Scholars, con-
tain one, these cost only a few cenis and you cannot ai-
ford to be without one in these lessoms. Meake yourself
femiliar with the route, so that you can speak freely of
the places visited and their relation to Iater work and the
; Seneral spread of the gospel.

{ Topical Analysis.—l; .\ quarrel between apostlcs
1(35-39). {2) The second missionsrs journey of Daul
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440,6:8), (8} The vision, and the call to Macedonia (9,
10).
On the fir s¢ topic little need besaid in additivn to whatis
ju the ' notes ;” we may, however, point out (1) That here
Vs an argunent for the genuineness of the narrative no im-
postor would have related such a quarrel between his two
grestest charncters, but like the bistories of the Bible, right
through we sce real men, with all their greatness and
-dittleness. (2} We may learn that the best men are not
pespect.  These were good men, bound together by no
‘common ties, loving and serving the same Lord, in whose
cause they had been fellow.workers and fellow-sufferers,

¢

-and pow, Just preparing to start on & fresh journey of con-

quest for their Master, infirmity of temper comes in and
go far as they were concerped would hiave hindered their
work., There is only one perfcct model man, the Lord
“Jesus ; let us set Him always before us. (8) Gud can
sproruty evil for goed.  They did not go together, as they
purposed, but they both went, sud 0, by God's grace the
gospel was furtBered, not bindered.
On the serend tepie lot us point out that it was beyun
“eeith prayer ; let this be a model for us in our undertakings ;

“hsppy the workers and hopeful the wark around which
those who are to be engaged in it and those who .ympn--

_thize can gather o ask the Divine aid and blessing ; one
of its first resulls was 10 add (o the number o f workers.
Timothy who wa~ found afterwards to be so prominent and
useful jn the choreh, he, < well reported of,” was ready to
follcw the apostles and beeome a fellow worker, sharing
their labours, their privations, suffexings and triumphs.
The rhurches were establisked, strengthened, built up, and

" huw o-weh they needed the comforting, strengthening help
of apostolic presence we can but feebly understand ; many
of them but lately rescued from Paganism, by which they
were still snrrounded : ohjects of persecution and of suffer-

ing for a faith they as yet but little realized ; this visita-

ticn contirmed and established them, the Jdoubting, the
wavering, the weak in faith, were filled with & firmer re-
solve and went forward with a stronger resoive. So also,
they were rncreased daily, we are told; the gospel as
preached by these men had its Penteeortal power and mul-
titudes were added to the believers. All the results cannot
he told, hardly conceived, the revelations of eternity slone
will make thern krown,

On the fhizd tepic show how the way of Paul had
been hedged in ; forbidden to preach in Asis, suffered not
1 go into Bithynis, they weni along the unly way open to
them unsil they reached the ses cosst, and then comes this
vision appealing for ‘< help.” Bui what help could Ureece
want, refined, polished, intallectual Greece? What could
these four poor missicnaries do for such a country? They
could do just what we can do to-day for heathen countries,
give it the gospel. Impress bere that no amount of world-
iy prosperity or advancement with men or naticns c&n
wake up for the want of the knowledge of Jesns. Without
that, if they would not perish, they must bave belp. Paul
so undvrstood the vision, be felt that it was a call to preach
the gospel, and he went to give the belp nceded. So, to-
day, the heathen cry, ignorani, perhaps, as that of
Macedonia, is going up, * help us,”’ snd the help we can
give is the blesse:l news of salvation ; teach that our high.
est dnty and privilege is thus to help, by our prayers, by
our menns, and by our personal labours,

TRUTHS AND TFACHINGS,

There is missionary work for the best men the church
can give.

Those who turn back once from the work murt not won-
der if they are afterward distrasted.

_Let us not comfort ourselves because our failings are
like those of the apostles, but ses to it that we have their
Iaith and zeal.

"soldiess of Antony sent ly Augustus.

!

The grestest commendation we can have i8 te be well
reported of by Christian brethren.

Timothy, the Scripture-loving Loy, becomes sn able
apostolic helper,

As soon a3 we aro assured of the Divine will let us seek
to obey it.

Man in igr srence and sin cannot help himself.

The ery of humanity is still for the gospel.

Main Lesson.—Missions, the ever-sbiding diny of
thc; church Mark 15: 15; Acts 18:9-11; Rom. 10: 14, 15
Col 1 : 23.

LESSON VI.
Feb. 10,

s>t THE CONVERSION OF LYDIA. {2,

GoLpen Text.—'" Whose heart the Lord opened
that she attended unto tke things which were spcken
of Paul"—Acts 16:14.

Tine— A.D. 52. Direcly following the eveats of last
lesscn ; *probably a year had elapsed since stasting on this
journey.

Prace.—Philippi, in Macedonia.

Notesand Comments.—Verti. *Thetefore:” be.
cause of the vision. *“ Loosing:” Rev. ‘‘setting sail.”
“ Straight course : " they had a favourable wind, by which
they were only two days fium Troas to Neapolis, whereas
five days were taken «u the return voyage from Phiippi.
“ Samothracia,”™ an island eight miles lung, six broad, in
the Egean Sea. *¢ Neapolis: ™ sixty-tive miles further on
the mainland coast, ten miles from Philippi.  They did not
remain ateither of these places going or returning.

Ver. 12, * Philippi: ” a city of Macedoma. * it took
its name from its founder, Philip, the father f Alexarnder :
promipent in secular history as the scene of the great battle
which sealed the fate of the Roman Republic—Biatus and
Cassius being defeated by Augustus and Antony. *‘The
chief civy : 7' rather, the {'st, or as the Rev. hasii, *‘the first
of the dastrict,” for the idea is, not that it was the capital
or prircipal piace ; but, asthe ary had beer from Macedonia,
they bad pushed on not tarrying uatil they reached this, the
first city i Macedonia. ‘A colony : " the Roman colony
was a kind of miniature Rome with all the privileges and
governmental order of the imperial city ; its magistrates bore
the Roman titles. The Romans planied here were the
The events which
befel the apostle at Philippi were direcily connected with
the privileges o! the place and with Paut sown privilegesas a
Roman citizen.

Ver. 13 The company had been in the city certain
days, and now ‘‘on the Sabbath™ they go out to a river
side, the Gangas, i all prebabulity, though some have
wzpposed the Strymon.  ** Prayer wont to be made:” if
Pail locked for 2 sypagogue he did not find one, but he
éid find that a little company, chiefly, if not altogether
women met for prayer, either in a small temporary
building such as were sometimes so used, or simply at a
certain spot by the river, and to these women they spake,
a smzll, unpromising beginping, but frem this mustard
seed grew the precious harvest of a flourishing church.
So did the Master speak to the woman of Samaria.

Ver. 14. We now have the first fruits of the work in
Europe ; not very much, but what a harvest has followed.
“ Lydia: " probably so called from the country from which
she came. Thyatria was a city of Lydia, in Asia Minor. ** A
seller of purple: ¥ purple dyesor cloth, the colour was ok-
tained from z shell fish, the inhabitants of Thyatira inherited
the reputation of the Tyrians for thiscolour, so extravagantly
valued at that time. *‘Worshipped God:” she was a
praselyte. “‘Opened:” the heart has eyes, Epb. 1:18;
ihey are naturaily closed, it is oniy God who can open
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them. **Lord opened:” by llis spirit, made her willing
to hear, and ready to receive,
Paul:” the way of salvation through Jesus.
to have beer a
ing.

It appears

Ver. 15. Baptized:” having received the truth she made

quiet conversation rather than a preach- }movcd as mobs generally are.

a public profession of her faith ; she was pot ashamed of

Jesus. * Household:” we have in this chapter another
wstance of the baptism of a household ; one also in ver.
335 in ch. 10: 2, 4448, and in 1 Cor. 1 : 16, not to press
16: 15 of the same epistle; how any one not wedded to
a theory, and looking at the narrative through the mediuw
of that theory, can argue that there were not children in
any of these families, or that they were not included in
the 1ite, it is impossible to conceive.
who circumcised their infants, and the Gentiles who puri-
fied them by water naturally present them {>r baptism,
surely yes, and have we the shadow of a hiet that they
were forbidden to do so? not one. ‘‘If—faithful—come
into my house:" a modest petition, humble and earnest,
her heart was drawn out towards those who had given
her spiritual things and she would minister to them of her
temporal things: see 2 Kings 4: 8-10. **Constrained: "

_rods,” says Paul.
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form of Judaism. ‘¢ Being Romans: ” another artful appeal

“The things spoken by , to patriotic prejudices.

Ver. 22.  This wassuffizient.  ** The multitude : ' easily
¢ Magistrates : "' to please
the people, so Pilate scourged and delivered Jesus. * Semt
—commanded to beat:” REV. ‘‘with rods.” Romae
scourging was very severe.  * Thrice was 1 beaten with

1 Cor. 11:25. DPerhaps in the tumuk

. Pauland Silas had no opportunity to claim their Romar

Would not the Jews .

would take no refusal, as in Luke 24 : 29, the disciples and -

the Master.

Ver. 16, ““As we wentto piayer:’ not on the same
day, Paul and bis companions spent several Sabbaths in
Philippi. ** Spirit of divioation:” or of Python, the
name of the serpent at Delphi killed by Apollo {so myth-
ology teaches), it afierwards became the name of sooth-
sayers, especially of those who practised ventriloquism. The
people thought that a God dwelt within her. Paul saw
only one possessed by an unclean spirit, a demoniac ; she
was a2 wixture of frrad, clairvoyance, insanity, and devil.
* Gain by Soothsaying -” pretending to foretell, for this
money was paid to her masters. Irceligion encourages such
gain, religion forbids it.

Ver. 17. “‘ Followed—cried : " close and frequently, to
passers by. ‘‘ These men:” etc. Sothe demons recog-
nized and trembled at Jesus.  Matt. § : 29 ; Mark, 3 : 11,
etc. *‘ Way of Salvation : " or of safety, as the pepulace
would understand,

Ver.18. For the honour of the Master it was needful to
stop this. lest it might b2 supposed that Paul had dealings
with this spirit, he was *‘grieved,” not for himself but for
Him whose name he bote. **1n the name= of : " Paul, like
Peter, performed his miracles in the name of Jesus, they
would not be supposed to be working by their own power.
** Come out ofher :”* it was a real deliverance from the evil
ope. We are not told, but probably the deliverance was
completed by the damsels conversion, enteiing into the
liberty of Jesus Chuist.

_Ver. 19 Here the love of gain comes in, not the first
time the earlychurch hadconfronted it. Szech. 5:1-11;
_8 : 18; nor the last, 19:25; 24 : 26. And sivce those days
it has not lost power nor evil irfluence. These * mesters”
were willing that the girl should continue a2 demoniac rather
than that their “ gains” had gone. “ Caught Paul and
Sitas : 7 the leaders, Luke and Timothy bring only subord-
inates appear to have been left unmolested.  ** Market
place : " in Greek cities, the centre of social life, there sat
the magistrates for the transaction of legal business.

Vers, 20, 21, ““‘Jews:” aterm of contempt used to
prejudice uic magistrates and people, the Jews were in ex-
ceeding bad odour just then, they had lately been banished
from Rome by Claudius. “Trouble our city:” this the
ostensible, loss of gain the real, ground of their action.
‘‘ Customs notlawful : ¥ Judaism was permitled, but its
followers, were not allowed to propagate their religion, pa-

'

citizenship.

Vers. 23, 24. “ Many stripes: " thelaw of Moses merai-
fully limited pupishment. The Roman law did not; Paul
said, 1 Thess. 2:2. They were *‘shamefully entreated.’
¢ Piison—charging : ” as it they were dangerous criminals,
““Iaper prison : 7 a dungeon, probably adark cold cell frow
which light and air were excluded. ‘‘ Siocks:" 2 heavy
piece of wood with holes ioto which the feet were put, and
stretched apart from one another. It was thus an iostrument
of tonture.  Christianity has carried its ameliorating in-
fluenc-s ¢ven intoour prison,

HINTS TO TEACHERS,

Prefatory.—Although we have referred in the *‘ notes”
to the baptism of Lydia's household, as bearing on the
question of the baptism of infants, as we could hardly help
doing, it would pot be well to let that subject be discussed
even in a class of scuior scholars.  The doctrine does not
rest upon that or similar passages, and, without disparagiog
this doctrine, the importance of whichis hardly enough
realized we fear to-day, it is yet true that there are other .
thoughts which in this lesson demand the chief attention.

Topical Analysis.— (1) The conversion of Lydia
(vers. 11-13). (2) The possessed damsel (vers. 16 - 18).
(3} The arrest and imprisooment of Paul and Silas (vers.
19 - 24).

The first topic is full of important lessons. ‘We have
the Gospel taught. The apostolic compzny was not above
sitting down with a small band of women and telling them
of Jesus. Theydid not ask :)* Is it for this'we have been led
from fields white to the harvest to speak to a few women?"
but like the Master did the work before them. Learn and

" teach that there is no estimat ng the result to the world, of

winning one soul to Christ.  I'he history of the church is
fuls of such instances; teach your one or two scholars if you
have no more, ieeling that maybe the conversion of thous-
ands may follow your prayerful faithfulness with these.
Don’t omit to point out that the action of these men was,
in another thing—like that of Jesus, wherever they were
they sought out a place of worship on the Sabbath, if there
was no synagoguc they found ¢‘a place where prayer was
won! to be made.”  Yet further we see the gospel receiond.
Show that it was in obeying the commands of God and seek-
ing Him in prayer that Lydia found the blessing. Cor-
pelius prayed and Peter was sent.  Lydia prays and Panl
is led hundreds of miles to open to her the truth, and God
opened her heart to attend, give heed unto the things
spoken: *‘The preparation of the heart—isirom the Lord.”
Prov. 16 - 11.  Then there is 24¢ Goipel manifested. The
new life in Lydia’s heart could not be riddep, it shone forth,
and its Arst manifestation was love to the brethren, she
‘“ constrained " them to enter into her house, ‘““and abide
there,” and this would be followed by other pioofs of the
change in her heart ; we know this, that she was not ashamed
of the aspostles in their bonds, for when they left the prison
it was to her house they went, and it was there they met the
brethren and comforied them,

Oa the second tenic we may teach (1) Thateed spirits are
a reality and so exercise a power over the actiens of men
and women to-day, thongh the mapifestations may differ.

gans were cxpressly forbidden under heavy pepalties to | These who would teach us there is no devii are doing his

vndergo circumcision ; Chustianity was Jooked upon as a , work.

e is wishiul that men should disbelieve his exist-
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‘ance.  (2) That evil spirits Anow Jesus and thz gospel and
ave compelled to confess them. This they did uowillingly
when He was on earth. Matt. 8 : 29, etc. Jesus is the
stionger man armed that overcomes the strong one, even the

devil,

On the 7Aird topic, we see at once that the gospel is:

obp0sed to all wicked ways of gain,  There are men in this
nada of ours, as there were at Philippi in the first century,
who care nothing for. the souls or bodies of their fellow-men

so long as they themselves canget gain; toget money .

isnot wrong, to get it by evil practices is, and no one can
be a true Christian and make money by improper means,
the gospel is a Zransjorming power and purifies whatever it
touches. Further, Christians must cxpect opposition and
persecution from the world.  The power of evil is crippled
by the inflaence of the Gospel pervading worldly laws,
put the spirit remains ready to show itself when opportun-
ity occurs.

* Incidental Truths and Teachings.—The business of
the world should not interfere with the worship of the Sab-
‘Path.

.. Woman has her place asd power in the church.
", If we receive the truth >f Jesus we should be ready public-
ly to confess our faith.
" When the devil wants to make common cause with the
gospel—Beware !

Men seldom give the real 1easons

for their opposition to
sthe gospel. :

-#% Al who will oppose the spirit of the world must expect :

‘opposition and persecution.
7 Main Truthb.—Through evil report and through good
-jeport the go pel spreads and shal’ finally conquer and il
-the whole world.—Psa, 22:27; Psa. 72 : gand on ; Isa,
“2:2; Danl 2:35,44; Mal. 1 : 115 1 Cor. 15: 24, 253
Rev.5:13.

) LESSON VII.

Feb o\ THE GONVERSION OF THE JAILER, {4
3 GoLbeny Text.—** Believe on the Lord Jesus
;Christ and thou shalt be saved, and thy house.”
%—Ch. 16 : 31.
TiMe,—As in last lesson.
PrLAcE.—Vhilippi in Macedonia.
Notes and Comments.—Ver. 25. Weshall now see

-how those Christian missionaries acted under persecution.
- i At midnight :” when they might naturally have been
worn out with the sufferings of the day. *¢ Sang praises: "’
=+REV, ‘*were praying and singing hymns.” What they sang
;" »e do not know, but their store-house of song would give
-them much that was suitable.  Why did th:y sing ? They
- were suffering for Christ and I{e was with them. ¢ The
.- prisoners : ” REV., ‘“‘were listening.” New sounds to
. them even in the day and when at liberty,

Ver.26. These things. (1). ‘A great earthquake.”

iTnis the answer to their prayer and praise. Was it a
_“'miracle ? upquestionably, as we think; it is true that
earthquakes 2re produced by natural causes, but that only
7;proves that God can use his own laws for his special pur-
poses.  {2) ‘*All the doors were opened : ” Not, as we
“;think the result of the fitst miracle, but a second and dis-
- itinct oue; the narrative certainly gives that as the thought
.+0f the narrator. (3} **Bonds—loosed :  not from the
'\‘:aposths ouly bat from all the prisopers. Would they not
«Tecognize this as by the power of the God whose praises they
- * had heard?

Ver.27. ** Keeper of the prison:" generally an old
soldier. The rapid succession of events is well portrayed,
he supposed that all had escaped ; by the Roman law he

%
®

i was liable to the punishment they would have received, so
"he preferred death and would have killed himself.  Self-
| murder was looked upon at that time as rather ncble than
! otherwise.  Brutus and Cassius had committed it near
i Philippi, and to that day they were honoured.

Ver. 28, ¢ Paul cried : "' doubtless perceiving the inten-
“tion of the jailer by the torch he would carry, and uander-
. standing the cause. ‘‘Noharm :” Christianity while re-
vealing the future life has taught men the Vvalue of the
preseat.  ““ All here :  none attempted to escape, re-
. strained surely by a Divine hand, s> the jailer’s reason for

self-murder was removed.

Vers. 29, 30. **Called—light:” Rev. ““lights:” probably
- that lhis assistants might restore order and make sccure the

other prisoners while he brought Paul and Silas forth.
“ Sprang in—t{rembling : ” he felt that there must be some-
' thing supernatural connected with these men. Note the con-
" trast between the Christians and the heathen in this hour of
alarm. ¢ Felldown:” doing homage to the men whom he
felt were the friends of God.  ¢‘ Brought themout : * i, =
the inner prison into which he had thrust them.  ““Sirs:”
respectful addressnow. ‘* What must I do: ” doubtless he
had heardof the declaration of the possessed damsel, and thus
his enquiry; or conscience may have been at work.

Vers. 21, 32.  Whatever his ideas about being ** saved,”
the aposties had but one idea. *‘ Believe:” the blessed
words which have been a light in the darkness to myriads

.since they were first uttered at Philippi. ** And thy
house : V' if they too believe, The jaiier thought only of
himself, they show him that the blessing is for his also, for
all. ¢ They spake: > further explained the way of salvation.
They would instruct him so that there might be an intelli-
gent appreciation of the truths of the gospel.

Vers. 33, 3. We now see the results; the jailer does
two things for the apostles. ** Washed their stripes,” and
‘“‘set meat before them,”’— Chr ysostom says, ‘ He washed
their stripes; was washed from sin. He fed them, and was

- fed :” doubtless they would be covered with blcod from the
“ many stripes.” They would peed food also, as it would

.likely be nearly twenty hours since they had taken any.
Two things are said of himself and all his house. They

" ¢¢ were baptized : ” at once took upon them the profession
of the religion of Jesus, ‘‘and rejoiced, believing in God :
of course they did, whoever yet found the pearl of great
price and sorrowed thereat. We must remember that he
was doing this for these prisoners at the peril of his office, if
not of his life.

Vers. 35, 36. A change had come over the magistrates.
They had acted hastily, and as they now felt, illegally, so
they were acxious to get rid of Pauland Silas. ¢ When it
was day: " the earhiest mom+nt that they could act. * Ser-
jeants: " literary rod-b.arers, {ictors. The Roman constables
Iikley enough the same men who had scourged the apostles.
¢ Let these men go:*’ they would make a virtue of their
fears ; but it wouid be a relief to the jailer both on account
of Paul and Silas and himself. So he went, doubtless with
glad heart to give this word to Paul. “ Goin peace : ” a
loving word of parting ; he would have been glad for them
to remain as his guests. To his mind it was a victory for
them.

Ver. 37. ‘*Paulsaid: " full of courage and love of jus-
tice ; note how terse and vigorous his words.  *‘ Beaten us
openly : " proclaimiog us malefactors, ‘‘uncond:mned,” a
trial before condemnation was the sacred right of the meanest
Roman. ¢ Men that are Romans:’ so REv., Paul was
‘“freeborn.” Ch. 22:2528. Not because he was boin
in Tarsus, which, though a free city did not give the rights -

“of citizenship, but, probzably, some ancestor of his had rend-
“ered special service to the State and was rewarded with
.citizenship. IHow Silas acqaired it we are ignorant. It
. was accounted a great privilege. Ciccro against Verres says,



‘1t is a misdeed to bind‘a Roman citizen, a crime to scourge
him, almost parricide to put him to death,” ** Do they
thrust us out—Jet them come : "' there was no temper here,
but a necessary vindication of them:zelves, and an ercourage-
ment to their converts,

Vers. 38, 39. The magistrates had had but little vegard
for all that was just and humane, but now when they find
themselves guilty of 2 breach of the law and Mable to be
punished “ shey feared,”’y lit. ** were struck wath fear:”
so they had to go to the prison, cfier an apology for their
acts, and to bring the apostles out with honour and they
‘“asked ” them, so REV., fearing likely further disturbance,
that they would leave the city.

Ver. 40, They did this, yet, as became innocent men, in
ro unseemly haste.  They ‘ entered into the house of
Lydia :” where without doubt the brethren had come to-
gether in this crisis, and ** comforted them : 7 for they were
in great sorrow at this treatment of Paul and Silas, or per-
haps as #/ford renders it, *‘exborted them,” that they too
should remain firm if persecution came. Paul and Silas
ouly appear to have left Philippi at this time. Timothy
is not mentioned again until ch 17 : 14, and the nerrator
resumes  the use of the third person for some time
furward. The church at Philippi was most deeply attached
to Pxul and was a great comfort to him in his tdials and
sufferings. Phil. g:1.

HINTS TO TEACHERS,

Prefatory.—Let your teaching lead up to, and centre
upon, the cardinal question of ver. 30, and the answer,
The whole story is so supgestive and graphic that thete
is danger of the teacher being carried away by these
teatures and missiog the greatest lesson.

Topical Analysis.—(1) Songs in the right season
{ver. 25). (2} Divine interposition {(vers. 26-28). (3)
Conviction and conversion {vers. 19-34). {4) Christian
citizens (vers. 35-4¢).

Looking at the jirs/ topic we see at once the sustaining
power of faith in Christ. Here were men who had been cruel-
ly scourged, they had been thrust into the inper prison, the
darkest past of the dungeon, and it might be that on

the morrow their lives would be sacrificed to popular

clamour, yet they could i it all sing hymuns of praise to
God, Why was this? Because, Jike the Jewish youths of
Dan, 3, the Son of God ** was with them, and it was He
who could abundaatly give songs in the night season.”
Show fusther that itis a duty as well as a privilege to
have joy in suffering for Christ.  * Blessed are ye when
men shall—persecate you,” says the Saviour. “ Rejoice
and be exceeding glad,” Matt, 5:11-12, a hard thing, per-
naps, but see how Paul and Silas obeyed.

On the szcond topic we need osly to briefly point out
how God works by various means to bring sinners to
himself, to some comes the still small voice, to others the
earthquake. The two first recorded conversions in Europe
are widely different in their course, yet both led to the
same Saviour.

The 2kird topic touches a subject 50 constantly dwelt
upon ia our religious teaching, ¢4e way of salvation—that
little need be said upon #t. It is Gaf's way; it is the
only way ; it is simple, easy 3 a way for afl. Point out
that thi~ is the only answer that can ever be given to

the question, the only answer that satisfies the deep want ;

of the soul. Press the question op the mermbers of your
class:  *‘ Hast THOU believed on the Son of God.”
Happy alike teacher and scholars if they can say, *‘Lord
I believe,” even if thep have to add with one of old,
“ help thou mine unbelief.”

A word or two will be enough on the fourtk topic, and
that should be to set forth the privileges of the higher
citizenship. This same apostle who could lav so much
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stress on his Romao citizenship, afterwards in writing
the church in this very place, and most likely with ¢
remembrance of this incident in his mind, could say,:
j the highest consideration, *‘ Our citizenship is in heaver
§ Phil. 3:20, REV,, and writing to the Ephesians he cal;
i them *‘fellow citizens with thesaints.” Eph. 3:19. Spu
tof the honours and glory thereof, and get your scholars
!'see that it is somethiog (o be a follower of Jesus and
: partaker of His heavenly kingdom. If you would ke
isay a word or two on earthly citizenzhip, teach that wh
'ever privileges there are involve duties, that we caor
isolate ourselves or be careless of the welfare of our fellos
man without guilt.

Tncidental Truths and Teachings.—To rejoi
i tribulation.

Faith in God lifts the soul above eanhly sufferings.
. God can give light and joy in the darkest and severs
our.

1f called to suffer, remember Jesus.

 God can use many means to bring conviction to th
sinner.

A prison may beccme a house of God and s gate ¢
heaven,

One of the fuirst froits of a change of heart is a desin
to confess Jesus.

Another is the manifestatior of love to Ilis people.

The soul that believes will be filled with rejoicing.

Happy when houstholds ave united in the faith ¢
Jesus.

Main Lesson.—The all important question. Har
s yor asked i1 7—Job g : 23 Psa, 143:20; Luke 3:10; Act
:2:3739:6.
i The answer. Hawe you obeyed it ?—-John 3 :16.36:
EActs5:3x; 31:23; Rom. 6 :23; 10:9; 1johng:g
§ -
| Feb 24,
¢ 1884.

t
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LESSON 8.
Acts 1

} THESSALONIANS ARD BEREANS. } 4,

Goreex TeEXT.—‘*These were more noble than
those in Thessalonica, in that they received the
SA7ord with all readiness of mind, and searched
the Scriptures daily, whetherthose things were
1 80."—Acts 17211,

i TiMe~Following the last lesson.—A,D. 52. .
| PrLACES.—Thessalonica and Berea, both in Macedonia.

Notes and Comments.—Ver. 1. '‘ Awphipolis: " 2
i city on the Strymon, about thirty-three miles from Philippi.
i « Appollonia:” (belonging to Appollo) acity in Macedonia, ,
;thirty miles from Amphipolis, and about 1thirty-six from
! Thessalopica ; this latter an important place, a large com-
imercial city now called Saloniki with a population of
170,000, Being a place of trade it had, as usual, attracted
i the Jews, so we find there ** was a synagogue.”

Vers. 2, 3. Into this synagogue went Paul, as his ¢ man-
ner,” or as REV. *“ custom was ;" he 2lways sought to join in
' worship on the Sabbath, also to offer the Gospel first to the
i Jews ; each was his custom. © Three Sabbath days reasoned
i —opening and alleging,” etc: showing that Jesus of Nazar-
! ath was the Messiah, and that His death and resurraction
was a part of the great plan of God for the salvation of the
world. It would appear that the argument was continuous
and that there was discussion, which was allowed in the syn-
agogue service, See Matt. 12:10; Luke 4:21 ; John 6:50,60;
read in copnection Paul’'s own account of his ‘“entrance” to
the Thessalonians, and the character of his labours amongst
them. (1 Thess. 2.}

Ver. 4. We have now the result of his three Sabbath’s

H

i
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$abours “some " of the Jews believed, and these ‘“consort-
#d3" joined themselves, became Christans as we should say,
a3 openly declared it by alliance with Paul and Sitas ; the
Gueek verb literally means * they became a heritage,”
hence a church is called a ‘“heritage,” 1 Pet.5:3. * De-
vout Greeks: ' proselytes, with these the success was
eni, “a multitude.” The Thessalonian Church was
argely Gentile. ¢ Chief women : " a noble example ; in all
ages women have been more religions than men.

"Ver. 5. Butthe Devil is on hand with his tools, these
ware some unbelicving Jews, who ‘‘moved with envy,”
Riv. “jealousy,” at the rapidly growing influence of the
new faith, gathered the rabble, the scum of the city, men
who in every city, ancient or modern, are ready for a riot ;

{ Ver. 13. See the activity of enmity, the *‘Jews of
Thessalonica ” hearing of the preaching of the Word and its
success at Berea, hasten *‘thither also, ard stirred up the
people,” REV. * stirring up and troubling the multitudes.”
| they could not confute so would sitence by mob violence.

' Ver. 14. So the brethren immediately ** sent away Paul ”
i4to go as it were to the sea,” but the REV. says ‘‘to go as
far as to the sea,” which is probably the correct reading,
especially considering Paul’s after course, being found ut
Athens without any intermediate place being named. Ile
could have gone thither by land but it was 2 much longer
journey than by sea. *‘Silas and Timothy " abode there,
as in verse 16 Paul is waiting for them at Athens.

i
)

HINTS TO TEACHERS.

they *‘assau cd the house of Jason,” with whom Paul and |
Silas were staying, *‘to briog them ont,” to betried before| Prefatory,—The ceatral thought of this lesson in 2
the popular assembly, or, as was more likely, to give them | Bible School should be the action of the Burean Jews in
mob law, violence and death. Jasca has been supposed toj searching the Scriptures, whatever other points are interest.
be identical with Paul’s kinsman : Rom. 16:21, bat 1t is un-  ing and there are several very attractive, let this be prom-

¢artain, the name was not uncommon, and that epistle was
written from Corinth.

! Yers. 6, 7. Paul and Silas had probably been waraed
-that danger was nigh, and so had left the house of Jason:
the mob in their rage and disappointment * dragged Jason
and others ¥ before the politarchs : the use of this term as
different from the preeiors of Philippi, marks the accuracy
of Luke ; the latter was a Roman colony and its magistrates
sesembled those of Rome : the former was a ““free city”
governed by its own rulers, hence the difference. There is
gn arch in the present city (Salonika), supposed to have
“Been standing in the time of Luke, with the names of seven
Falers who- bore this title.  *“Turned the world upside
down :*' true and false, true in the sense as often remarked,
Fhat the world is wrong side up and waots turping ; false in
‘the civil and political sense in which they would have it
understood.  Christianity builds up and consolidates all
that is gocd in the world.  ** Another King : *—s0 the Jews
to Pilate: *“Saying that He Himself is Christ a Kuog,"
Luke 23:1—quite true, but like the former charge not in
‘the sense they intended.

v Vers. 8, 9. “ Trouble the people:” the peaceably dis-
paosed portion of the city, doudtless, as in all such cases,
‘the great majority ; ““and the rulers:’ the charge was a
[grave one, and if any truthin it, and not jadged by them,
- might endanger their relations with Rowme, imperil their
wprivileges. ¢ Taken security of Jason and the rest,” Rev.
“ $other:” Jason and the brethren became surety for Paul
and Silas, probibly that no mere trouble should arise
hrough their preaching. * Let them ge:” 1 this con-
trasting favourably with the magistrates at Philippi.

% Ver, 10. In accordance with their pledge, or still fear.

| inent.
. Topical Analysis,—(1) Toe Gospel in Thessalonica,
i(vs. 1-19).  {2) The Guspel in Berea, {vs. 10-14). Ib the
i first 1opic note the preacking of Pawl. 1t is grand to sce
these men, having just leit Philippi where they had Leen
*‘shamefully entreated” for preaching Christ, beginning
their sojourn and work in Thessalonica with the same theme,
This was Paul’s cusion, and a blessed custom it is, to cany
the news of Christ asd His saivation wherever we go; too
many Christians seem aoxious to leave their religion behind
them when they leave home ; teach from this : a Christian
at home, a Christian everywhere, carry Christ on lip and
life wherever you may go.  Note the mazfer of his preaching,
it is the death and resurrection of Jesus, the two great vital
facts of the Gospel, and the truths to which the Jewish
mind had specially to be brought. A Messiah, exalted,
conquering ; a King, victorious over all their enemies was
the dresm of Judaism, but a humble, suffzring, dying Mes—
siah, it was hard for them to receive; but it was this Jesus
Paul preached, and that he was indeed the Christ, the
anointed of God, the long expected Messiah, Further look
at his anthority, the Scriptmes 3 he would bring forth the
old types and the prophecies and siow how they all poiated
to Jesus, he opened to them the Woid whicl. so long had
been a sealed book. Show the reswits : he won converts,
<thesc were from Jews, Gentiles, proselytes rud heathen,
i tnen and women ; they were numaerous, ‘‘agreat maltitude ;
iiaﬂucntial, *chief women: " wives, likely, of the leading
"men of the city ; united, *“they consorted” with Paul and
1 Silas, they had found a new bond of union, a new centre of
i affection, Him whom these men preached. But there was gp-
1 pusidion as there always will be to the preaching of the Word,
1ts root was envy ; from the very midst of the Jews, from thewr

|

[ Ing lawless danger, the brethren sent away Paul and Silas | synagogues the preachers had drawn some to Jesus ; o they

it

~by night, * Berea :

a city of Macedonia at the foot of | would stop the work if possible ; to effect this there was an

- Mount Bermius, now koown as Kara-Verria, a corruption of | g0i7 ailiance, the mob, the dregs of the city were stirred up

#ts ancient name Pharsea, it is never mentioned by Paul in

.;bis epistles, strangely enough. °** Into the synagogue:”

-to face a new danger.

{ Vers. 11, 12, * These : ” the Jews. © More noble than

“thos in Thessalonica,” “‘noble:” a word of wide mean«]

~=§ng. not here noble by birth, but they were candid, uapre-
,,»'wndiced seekers after truth, ready to receive it. There is no
-oherited nobility like that ; they did twa things: (1) *‘ re-
ecived the word,” did not turn away from it as did the Jews
n many other places; then (2) “searched the Scriptures

i the city was set in ap uproar, the house of Jason attacked
| and he and certaia of the brethren, in the absence of those
t whom they sought, dragged before the rulers, where 7alse-
| hood finishes the work ; treason and sedition were the
charges, So it has ever been, the enemies of religion
iwould prove that its friends are crimioals and to be dealt
, with as such, whereas, all the blessings that have come 10
f men, civil and social, bave come through the revelation of
I God in Christ Jesus.

Og the second topic, we may show that the course of

aily,” to which Paul had appealed ; like the noble men | eventsis very similar in Berea to Thessalonica, only that

' they were, they did not let prejudice blind their eyes : this | here he found those in the synagogue who were disposed 1o
. {Was what Paul desired, he would have them examine their ! receive the truth, to search for it, and not with preyudiced
*"Scriptures, assured that this must lead to their acceptance | minds to reject because it was new to them, differing from

:of Jesus as the Messiah ; and it did, for ‘“ many of them be- | what they had been accustomed to.
7 ilieved,” and not only Jews but honourable women Greeks, |
-.7and of men, as in verse 4. 2

Here were thoughtful
men neither receiving por rejecting without consideration,
men too who went 2o the fountaint of trutkh, the Scriptures,

e

- i,
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I . . .
believing those to be the Word of God they wisely looked : of which they knew nothing. Out:§1de the truo faith all is
there for the test of this pew preaching, and this they did | fear and uncertainty. * Him: Paul centralizes their
daily ; noble men these, and worthy 10 have their names  vague thoughts, therg is but one true God, and that God
embodied in the vocabulary of the Church to all time, as ‘ ‘“declare I unto you. )
the common name of all Scripture lovers and readers; no! Ver, 24, * Ged : " a personal God, the foundation truth of
wonder that with such a company the converts were pumer- ' all religion, opposcd alike to the atheism and the polythe-
ous, so numerous that when Paul was compelled to leave . ism into which his hearers were mainly divided. * Dwelleth
through the opposition of the Jews from Thessalonica, Silas  not . " He is spiritual and filleth all things ; dou'btless here
and Timotivy remained for a season to help to gather in the ' is a remembrance of Stephen’s last address. Chap 7: 48,
abundant harvest. ' Yer, 25, ¢ Neither is worshipped,” REv., * served with

Incidental Truths and Teachings.—If God’s ! men's hands : " service in the gense of giing something
servants go from opposition to opposition and from suffer- | needed, as the heathens bringing food and drink io tha

ing to suffering, they also go from victory to victory.

Jesus, His cross and resurrection Paul’s great theme.

The children of darkaess are afraid of the light.

The sinful peace of the world wants’ disturbing.

Jesus is a King and makes kings of His people, but
spiritual and heavenly.

The Bible and the Bible alone, the religion of thoughtfui
men.

Main Lessons,—Jesus Christ and Him crucified the
great theme of gospel preaching. —Acts 26 : 22-23; 1 Cor.
1:23;2:2; 15:5; Gal. 3:1; 6: 14.

The Scriptures should be searched by all seekers after
truth.—Isa. 8:20; 34:10; John 5:39; 20:31; 1 Cor, 2: 13.

LESSCN IX,
March 2,

R PAUL AT ATHENS,

Goupey Texr.—“In Him we live, and movs,
and have ocur being.”—Acts 17 : 28.

TrMe.—A.D. 52,

Frace.—Athens, the capital of Attics, in Greece, at that
time the cepntre of literature, art and civilization. It was
named after the goddess Minerva, the Athens of the Greeks.
Its population was about 150,000.

Notes and Comments—INTRODUCTION, ~Paul had
been waiting at Athens for his companions, and in his
walks through the city is grieved to see the prevailing
idolatry. He goes, as usual with him, into the synagogue of
the Jews and discusses the gospel with them, among them
were some who were ‘‘devout;” but he does not rest
there he speaks daily in the market place, the centres of
ancient oity gatherings; so much impression does he make
thet the polished philosophers of the Epicureans and Stoics
would hear more of his message, covering their desire with
a contemptuous expression. They would not hesr him,
however, with the ccmmon people, but took him to the
Areopagus, or Mars Hall, an eminence tv the west of the
Acropolis, where the Supren.s Court of Judicature was held

{Ay

altars of their guds, supposing that these were consumel
by them, reversing the truth that we depend vpon Gud
"and recvive everything from His hands. “ Lifo:"” 80 *‘in
Him we live, ” ver. 28, “Breath:” by breaih we have
! our life, 80 ** we move,"” ver. 28, ‘*‘All things:™ s0 *‘ we
“have our being,” ver. 28.

Ver. 26. *“One blood :” the great doctrine of the unity
of the race, they—many of them—believed that man had
sprung from different sources, and so was under the power
of different gods. ** Bounds of tueir habitation:” so,
| Deut. 32: 8, God in bistory, or as REev. '* their appointed
geasong : ” (God in nature ; seed-time and harvest are from
Him.

Ver. 27. This verse strikingly pourtrays the uncertainty
of men seeking God without a revelation. * Feel after:”
the touch, the lowest of the senses here applied to the
Gentile search, so thick was the darkness around them that
they had to grope. Rom. 1:21. ¢ Though He be not far : »
near to us in His presence and relationship; 1gnorance
supposes Him to be far off. Rom. 16:6-8. -

Ver. 28,—*¢ Live—move—have our being : ” s0 ver. 25,
life refers to our animal life, ¢ Move : " rather, have our
| emotions, as love, fear, hate, ete., for the original signifies
that. ¢ Have our being: * the true, essential being, the
intellect and will of man. ‘¢ Your own poets:” Aratus, a
native of Cilicia, some have thought thet he was born in
Tarsus. ‘* His offspring : ” this sentence is the first part of
an hezameter verse from one of his poems, so also Clean-
thus, a Stoic, in his “Hymn to Jupiter”” Note how
Panl, in addressing cultivated heathens, appeals to their
own writers, but when addressing Jews, to the Secrip-
tures.

Veor. 29. A logioal deduction—if we are what we are,
surely He from whom we came cannot be ¢ like gold or
silver or stone, graven by art.” Not only were thaese
statues (by which Paul would be surrounded, and to
which he would likely point) not gods, but they were
not even the resemblance of God, and could not be.

Ver. 30, ‘Ignorance:” confessed by them in the in-
I'ecription. There was a tradition that the Athenians

and where the philogophers and statesmen met for discus- | were a colony of Egyptians, and brought with them the

sion,

Ver. 22. ¢* Paul stood : ” the one messenger of Christ in
the stronghold of human wisdom. **Mars Hill: " so called

' inseription irom Isis and her robe, which was never re-
"moved. Christless times are ignorant times, ‘¢ Winked
|at :"" overlooked. Chap.14:16. “ Now:* this day, this

from the legend of the trial of Mars for the murder of the ' hour, the spell of ignorance is broken, knowledge has
son of Neptune. ‘‘ Yeare too superstitious: ” REv., *“ sore- | come, and with it responsibility. ¢ All men, everywhere: "
what superstitious: " neither rendering gives the exact | Christianity claims universal attention. ‘¢ Now—repent:"
ides, ‘‘ religious' would be better, if it were not that we ‘ the imperative has no future tense, it is Now.

attach a specia¥ idea to that word ; his opening remarks ! Ver, 31. He oloses by bringing in the great subject of
were conculiatory, he wanted to hft them from ignorant t0 | his preaching, Jesus, although he does not mention the
intelligent ideas of worship. name. The argument which the verse division breaks is

Ver. 23, ¢* As I passed by : ” in his solitary walks through
the city. Silas and Timothy had not joined him, nor did
they until he got to Corinth. Chap. 18: 1, 5.
devotions : ” literally, as REv., ¢ objects of worship: " “ to
the” (Rev. ‘‘an)} ‘“unknown God:” that there were
several altars with such an inscription in anciept Athens
is abundantly testified by profane writers. Doubtless they
had their origin in the ignorant fear of offending some god

that men are to repent, because God will, at a set time,
judge the world, that the judgment is to be by one

“Your ' whom He hath choser and set apart for the work ; and

that, ags en assurance and seal of that intention, Hs hath
raised thet man from the dead. Paul has preached re-
pentance, he now preaches faith.

Vers. 82, 33.—Panl's audience was largely composed of
philosopkers of the Epicurean or Stoic schools. To the for-
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mer this life was all, while the latter taught that man would
finally be absorbed in the Divinity, hence ** when they heard
of the resurrection of the dead " some mocked, the Epi-
cnreans, as was to be expected, while others, the Stoies,
gave a polite dismissal in the words * we will hear thee
again of this matter,” but we do not thinklthat they cver
did. It is noticeable that whenever Paul spuke of the res-
urrection he was interrupted and his address remained un-
finished. So he *‘ departed from emong them : ™ the as-
sombly at Mars Hill, this was followed closely by his depar-
ture from the city (chap. 18 : 1.), never, so far as we know,
to return. :

Ver. 34, But there was some fruit, *Clave:" belicved
and followed his teaching. ¢ Dionyeius .” said to have
become bishop of the chiarch at Athens ; he was one of
the judges of the Court of Areopagus. ¢ Damaris:”
nothing further is known of her. ‘¢ And others with them :
thege two are named as being well known, and this little
band became, in due time, a flourishing church.

HINTS TO TEACHERS.

Prefatory.— Athens, with its Acropolis, Areopagus,
philosophies and superstitions, is so pregnant a theme that
the teacher, especially if fond of such studies, may be
tempted to dwell too much on these points.

which should be your principal theme; teach these fully
and clearly, whatever else you leave unsaid.

Topical Analysis.—We have (1) Paal’s gsermon on
Mars Hill (22-31).  (2) The results of the sermon (32-34).

First Topic.-~This has many points in itseli—a few of

the principa! must be noted. We have ke I'olly of Idola-

try. Never was it more strikingly manifested than in thig’
City of Athens ; refined, cultured, philosophical, yet so full :
of idols that, as was said of if, it was ¢“ easier to find a god !

in Athens [than & man,” and beyond all this, an alter or
altars ‘‘to the unkrown God.”

what the philosophy of to-day would leave us in if not lead
us to.
need, must have, a God, 'The deep longing of the human
heart is for a knowledge of the Supreme One, ¢ show us the
Father and it sufficeth us’ has been the cry of the race

from tae first, and what they could not see they imagined, .

and thought that God was like unto images of gold and
silver or stone. Men must have & God. It .ells us: 74
that men need a revelation to Ancw God.
searching find out God?”

an altar to the unkoown. In the sermon we have further :

the declavation ¢ one God, Creator, Preserver, Father, a glori-
ous truth which man alonu could not find out, yet a truth

the children of our Sunday-schools know to-day. We can
scarcely conceive the power of this revelation to willing and
faithful souls, of which there were somse there ; light in the
midst of the deepest, densest darkness ; the filling of the
aching void of sincere and devout hearts. Yet farther, we
find 24e unty of the race set forth, a truth opposed to the

Remember, !
however, that it is Paul’s address and the truths it contains

That is what philosophy |
did for Athens, and if Christianity could be blotted out,

Yet this brings with it two lessons : (a) 74at mest

““Canst thom by .
Asgsuredly not : even these.
philosophers confessed their ignorance when they created ;
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teaching. TFress this truth upon your scholars, it needs to
i be pressed. The power of the true doctrine, as set forth so
fully by the apostlo in 1 Cor. 15, has been largely destroyed
i by the fanciful additions of men, until it is difficult to
| know, sometimes, what is tho teaching of the New Testa-
j ment on this important subject. Keep to the revelation.
Present and urge its truth, and you may find, as Paul did,
that although the many may reject, yet sume will receive
"and believe to the saving of their souls.
On the secona topic, show how the reception of the gos-
. pel message at Athens is a picture of its reception to-day
-in our churches and in our schools, Some are careless,
_just, muck, make light of the message, others postpono its
_congideration ; time envugh yot; ** we will Lhear theo again
of this matter,” or, ** when I have a noure convenient sea-
! son I will call for thee "’ ; but it never comes, and the echo
of the teacher’s voice dies out in the silence of cternal sor-
,row, the messenger departs never to return. But some,
, thark God, hear the truth, become wise unto salvation,
I cleave to God’s people, and, in their time, help to tell the
_glad tidings of salvation to others. Brother teachers, may
you have many such amongst those who listen to this les-

 son from your lips.

INCIDENTAL TRUTHS AND TEACITINGS,

The universal want of mun, an argument for the exict-
:ence of God.
. 1t is possible to be very religious, and yet, through false
views of God ard duty, lead irreligious lives.
! Lven the most polisned ~othenism is ignorance.
How many hearts have this inseription: ‘“To an un-
. known God " ?
;  Christianity alone reveals the cne true God.
Nothing can purify a people but the gospel of Jesus.
,  All men are brethren: let us care for them as such.
God in history as in revelation.
None can suceceed in remaining neutral. .
Even an inspired preacher was not always successful.
. And yet, the failure of to-day may be the success of to-
. morrow—it was so at Athens.
Main Lessons.—God the Creator of all.—Acts 14:
15; Romans 1:;20; Heb. 1: 10-12; 11: 3; Rev. 4: 11;
(14: 7.
Men, the children of God.—Mal, 2: 10; 1 Cor.8: 6;
;Eph. 4:6; Jas. 3: 9.

Jesus Christ, the Judge.—Matt. 25: 31 to end; 2 Cor.
5:10; 2 Thess, 1: 7-10; Jude 14: 15: Rev. 1:7.

‘ PRIZE BIBLE QUESTIONS.

We regret that the Questions have not attracted the in-
terest this year which they did last year,jif we may judge
,from the number of replies received. At the same time
"the answers of those whose efforts are before us show a
. very large amount of Bible search. We were told thet the
.ijuestions wers more difficult than they were last year.
| Perhaps so, but those who have gone into the replies have

pride of these Athenians, who wore golden grasshoppers in , uot found them so difficult, as the answers are nearly as
the.r heir in token of being born of the land itself, the many out of the whole number given as they were last
sacred soil of Attica, and who despised other races as of | year.

inferior origin! No, said Paul, all are one, all created by, Considering the few who have sent in answers, wedo not
and childrenof, a common father—a trath this which even think that we shall continue the Questions, at any ratc for
we to-day fail to realize in its fulmess and power. lt'.lns year. If the editor finds from his correspondence that
Then we have a call to repenitance, because of a coming there is a desire for their rezumption, we have nn Aoubt
day of judgment. Christ hags come into the worl-i.ltl}at he will accede to the request, and convey to us the
Christ is preached. All exouse for ignorance is past, tie, wishes of the young friends, which we shall be happy to
exhortation now is : Repeat, for this same Jesus will come | meet. .

to judge the world. And finally there is the truth of z2¢, The prizes offered were: One of Five .Dollars, one of
resurvection of the dead set forth ; a truth this always op- | Three Dollars, and one of Twe Dollars, all in books,

posed to the earnal mind, cultured or ignorant, and so the| The following are the most succeseful in their replies.
cause of constant mocking and opposition to apostolic | The total numbur of questions givenm was thirty-six, and
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Bid him share the comfort vith you,

the figures after the names denote how wmany were |
As you'd share it with a brother,

answered correctly. We may say that not one of the ques- !
tions has been left unanswered this year by one or another
of the competitors. ;
1. Jane L. Solandt, Inverness, Alegantic, ()., thirty ques- i
tions, under 16 years. Hattio . Clark, Toronto, thirty
questions, under 17 years. The above two being equal, wo ,
propose that each shall receive a prize equal, at least, to
the second prize of Three Dollars.
2. R. S, Ross, Montreal, twenty-nine questions, under’
19 years. '
3. Hattie Eckardt, Cnionville, twenty-eight ,uestions,;* * * e * * * * e *
under 17 years. . Sundays observe: think when the bells do chime
Two of the above four took prizes last year, and they ’Tis Angel's music ; therefors come not late.
have been rewarded for their fresh labours. . (tod then deals blessings ; if a king did so
Homer Eckhardt, of Unionville, who was third on the Who would not haste, nay give to see the show ”
list last year, is fourth this year, having answered twenty- -
three questions—excellent for a youth ueder I5. “When once thy foot enters the church, be bare :
Will the young frivnds whosenames are 1, 2 and 3 write, | God is more there than thou, for thou art there
therefore, saying what book or books theywould prefer. A . Only by His permission. Then bewayo
choice had better be given, in case those first named can- ' And make thyself ali reverence and fear.
not be procured. Address the letter as before, with ** Prize | Kneeling ne'er spoiled s'1x stocking ; quit thy state,
Questions *' in corner, and the books shall be forwarded at All equal are within the church’s gate.

once,

Thus may you recaive forever,
Given with a spirit free,

Sure respect and love and kindness,
Better far than gallantry.

FROM THE «“ CHURCH PORCH.

' Resort to sermons, bve to prayers most ;
: Praying’s the end of preaching. O be drest,
| Stay not for th’ other pin; why, thou has lost

HINTS TC THE GIRLS.

" ' A joy for it worth worlds. Thus hell doth jest
BY MRS, I'. D. GAGE, ! Away thy blessings and extremely flout thes,
TLy clothes } ing fast, but thy soul loose about thee.

Did you never see a Iad,y |
Tn o omamibus or b oo, Lo time of sorvico seal up both thins eges,
As if saying,  Sir, your place.” L v e ey U0 L6 Jefrt, W08 SPRIOS o8
| Tkcy may weep out the stains by them did rise :
,' These doors being shut, all by the ear comes in,
! Who marks at church time others' symmetry
| Makes all their beauty his deformatory.

Did you never see a lady
Walk up to a chureh pew door,
Lace and ribbons all demanding,
[T y ¥ 3 !
Yield your pew,” and nothing mare. | Let vain and busy thoughts have there no part ;
Bring not thy plough, thy plots, thy pleasuree hither.

Did you never see a lassio
Flirt into an old man's chair,
And unheeding age or honour,
Let him stand—no matter where ?

Never see the stage coach emptied—
For some fidget in her pride ;

And the weary men of business,
Tumbled out to ride outside ?

Never go to hear a lecture,
When some fashionable dear
Would come in and make s bustle
When you most desired to hear ;

Routing half the congregation,
And disturbing all the rest,

As if she was all creation,
Being fashionably dressed ?

Now, dear girls, if you're thankless,
So exacting and so free,

Time will come when gents wiil answer,
*“Ma’am, this seat belongs to me.”

Never ask a man abruptly
To resign his chosen place—
If *tis offered, thank him kindly,
With a smile upon your face.

If the way be long and weary,
And lie cannot find another,

Christ purgeu His temple ; so must thou thy heart.
| All worldly thoughts are but thieves met together
i To cozen thee ; look to thine actions well,
| For churches either are our heaven or hell.

l‘ Judge not the preacher, for he is thy judge ;

] If thou mielike him, thou conceivest him not.

1 God calleth preaching folly. Do not grudge

i To pick out treasures from an earthen pot,

i The worst speaks something good, if all want sense,
, God takes a text and preaches patience.

; He that gets patience and the blessing which

: Preachers conclude with hath not lost bis pains.

- He that by being at church escapes the ditch

' Which he might fall in by companions, gains.

i He that loves God’s abode, and to combine

. With saints on earth, shall one day with them ghine.

|
{
{
|

SEVERE shocks of earthquake have been felt in the Island

i of Scilly.

,! the International Peace Society.

! THE use of nursing bottles for childres is strictly pro-

i hibited at the Paris Maternity Hospital.

i THERE were 986 applications for divorces in Chicago

 during 1883, 650 of which were successful.

' AWEALTHY lady in London has caused a sensation by be-

i queathing the sum of $500,000 to Pope Leo XIII.

—Georee HERBERT. (Born 1592, died 1634.)

THE Earl of Shaltsbury has accepted the presidency of



