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A HAPPY NEW YEAR. thome? Ponder well that inquiry, for we may

each be nearer our account than we think.
The year which has just closed is red-lettered | Some notable names have passed into the
in the annals of British Congregationalism. It | shadowy lines of the never-to-be-recalled year.
Lias witnessed the Jubilee gathering of the ; Among those memories we may yet linger.
Cngregational Union of England an:d Wales, | Thomas Carlyle has entered the Immensities
which in its enthusiasm and success has wit- | whose mysteries he pondered. Here he could
nessed to the strength of our principles in the : discover no better faith than that he learnt at
oll land. The Jubilee Fund for wiping out his mother's knee. He knows now its pu-
church dobts and inereasing ¢reneral efficiency ' rity and strength.  Lord Beaconstield, too, has
i~ new departure in the right direction, and | gone where “Jingo” policy avails noughi.
the best wish we can utter for our New Year’s: Brilliant and marvellous was his eareer—ftrom
ereeting to our Canadian churches is, “Go thou | being the son of a litterateur to be the leader
anddo likewise.” Inall departments business | and master of Britain’s proud and titled aristo-
seems improving. This is a propitious time for i cracy. Hislifereads like a romance,and his per-
us to hear the inspiriting word, * Tell the i sonal influence seemed marvellous. The grave
children of Israel that they go forward.” Will | is too green yet foran impartial verdict upon
our churches take that as their New Year's| his statesmanship. It may be questioned, how-
wotto, and in the name of the Lord set up ,‘ ever, whether without Disracli’s sharp wit
their banners ? I Baaconsfield had ever been.  Yet we cannot
There may be expected from me, in assum- - forget his chivalrous devotion to his oniy
ing the Editorship of the “ Monthly,” some ex- | wife, and arc constrained to feel that under
planatory words. [ have none to give. The' the impassive exterior often genial fires were
responsibility has slipped upon me unsought, , burning.  Deasi Stanley also has gone during
i shall endeavour to do my duty trusting 1a: the months of the year—a man claimed by
tiod and His truth, remembering the avowed | the entire Christian Church; and yet what
principles of the Congregational Union of ' sectional Church can claim him as the cham-
UCanada, which I'serve, and that no justitication - pion of its creed 7 No n.an has done more by
can be urged for the Lditor of a religious and * purity of life and culture to commend Broad

denominational paper seeking to make promi- ' Churchism to the sympathies of the many.
nent his own personuity rather than Christ Noncouformists mourn the silence of Morley
and His cause. T have really no more to say, Panshon’s cloquence, the loss of the practical
but wish my readers all, aged and vigorous,. common sense and philanthropic impetus of
feeble and sad, young men, ]i]aidcns and ehild-: Sir Charles Recd, and the energy of Edward
ren, a truly happy and God-blessed New Year. | Miall, men that had faithfully served God by
i serving their day and gener.tion ere they fell
o | aslecp.  May some of the rear rank step in to

As these lines fail under the reader’s eye, i the vacant places, and worthily fill them
1851 will be all but, if not entirely, passed . The year has witnessed two notable assassi-
away. Not, however, its history and its re- | nations—the autocrat Czar of all the Russias,
sults.  How, dear reader, does it leave you ? | whose word was law to his millions, and the
Nearer the Father’s house, where many - chief magistrate of the most democratic of na-
mansions be ? or still a prodigal, far from ; tions—the President of the United States: the




one by couspiracy, deep-seated and dark ; the
other by a wild miscreant’s hand.  Earth's
highest honours bring their dangers and their
cares.

Turning to other themes, the Revised New
Testament, which must mark an era in Eng-
lish-speaking communities, has been put forth,
and is silently but ctfectually doing its work.
The unprecedented interest aroused as it was
issued has settled down into a calim acceptance
of it as a valuable contribution to a cerrect
knowledge of the Word of God.  The Jubilee
wathering of the Congregational Union of
England and the Ecumenical Council of
Methodism have brought the ends of the earth
together. and contributed much to that catho-

licity of feeling towards which we trust Chris- ,

tiamty is tending. May the incoming year
reap abundantly resultant blessings !
Meantime we are reminded of some lines of
Bonar :—
‘Tt travels onward, this old world of ours,
Bending beneath the weight of years and hours ;

Mark 1ts grey hairs, and note its faling powers ;
Vigilate !

“Like leaves from some unknown, mysterious tree
Above our reach, its moments si.ently
Are dropping from a far Eternity ;
Vigilate "

THE Free Church of Scotland, through its

“ Commission of Assembly,” has committed
itself to an active agitation for the dissolution
of the present connection between Church and
State in Scotland. The resolution was adopted
by a vote of 125 to 20.

It is a matter of some doubt as to how far
this movement will aid our Norconformist
brethren in England. The Free Church of
Scotland, as a Church, is not opposed to Estab-
lishments, holding still in some vague form
the duty of the civil magistrate to not only
rule in the fear of God, but also to extend the
Gospel message. The agitation, therefore, is
avowedly not against Establishments, but
against the establishment of a Church which
is not the Church of the majority. As the
Scotsman puts it, there does seem fear lest
the Established Chureh should soon be again
that of the inajority, and a desire to anticipate
that consummation, in other words, a race
Letween parties rather than a struggle for
principle.

We can readily understand the principle
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" that Established Churches are wrong, or at
least so highly inexpedient as to be virtually

tunjust, which is the position of our English
brethren, and can cordially sympathise with

- them in fichting for disestablishment on that
line.  We know the blessedness of a Free
Church in a free State ; we confess to a little
haziness in understanding the position of

. Principal Rainey and his friends, who are
struggling  apparently for disestablishment
chiely because theirsis not the established
denomination. However, the Free Chureh is
fully committed to the question,and the im-
portance of that fact is not readily over-
estimated.  The discussion eventually will o

. honour to the principle.

© CowpER sang “God made the country,
'man made the town;” and certainly city
-life, which so many place as the acme of
i their social aim, is not without its serious
i drawbacks when viewed in the light of
i God’s eternity. The Norih British Mail
' had recently a remarkable article, in which it
- is asserted that the attendance at church in
: Glasgow is diminishing, and that betting and
! theatre-going are largely on the increase. 1t
! looks as though we were threatened with a
i new irruption of barbarism from withen. We
"suspect this experience is shared in other

cities, and it becomes the Churches to realize
i that not yet 1s the day passed when men are
i called to suffer for righteousness sake.

Dr. THOMAs, of Chicago, an acknowledged

. Christian minister, has been excluded from

the Methodist pulpit for unsound views., The
case seems to have come to a sudden and
i rather unexpected end. It will be remembered
‘ that his trial for non-Methodist teaching had
‘ passed the carliest two stages, with the result
fof his being convieted by the Rock River
i Conference of unsoundness in regard to the
i doctrines of the atonement and the future
- punishment of those dying impenitent, and
. expelled from the Mcthodist ministry there-
for; and that he had appealed for a revision
rof this judgment to the next higher court,
called the Judicial Conference. That body
“has just met at Terra Haute, and, by the very
i decided vote of fifteen to four, has declined
to entertain his appeal, on the ground that
.Dr. Thomas has been guilty of contempt
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towards the Methodist diseipline by so far;
disregarding his exeision from the ministry
as to continue to preach as it that exelusion
were of no account and that he is not there-
tore entitled to take appeal.  We scareely see
how any ditferent dectsion could have been
reached.  If Dr. Thomas proposes to avail
Iimselt of Methodist privileges, he must be
a Methodist,  But he cannot be a Methadist
white conspicuously trampling upon Method-
s in its supreme funetions.  Albert Barnes
wax wiser in his  vencration.  He never
entered a pulpit while Presbyterian ceusure
rested  upon him.  In connection  with
this ecircumstance, the followines remar!
by Mr. R. W, Dale, of Birmingham, in
the Bratish Quarterly, on doctrinal system.
imposed by subseriptions, may not be out,
of place: “ Theological definitions are the
product of the human intellect exercising its
facuities on the contents of Holy Seripture and
of the spiritual life of the Church.  These defi-
nitions vary from age to age, even when the
truths which they are intended to express re-
wmain the same, and it is impossible to review
the history of Christendon without secing that
in ditferent churches and in different centuries
devout and saintly men have greatly differed
in the measures of their knowledge of the
mind of Christ. Provinces of truth which
were the home of Christian thought in one
century have been deserted in the next.i
Regions almost unknown in one age, except |
to adventurous traveliers, have becn cecupied
and settled by whole communities in another.
There is no reason for us to suppose that we
have completely mastered the whole territory
of divine laws and facts accessible to the
Church through Christ. There is no rea-
son for us to suppose that our defini-
tions of the truth which we have mastered
are so perfeet that they will be tolerable
to Christian men a hundred years hence.
We know Christ; His righteousness, power.'
and love liave been revealed to us, but the -
accuracy of our intellectual account of Him
is not guaranteed by the clearness of our

XS

spiritual vision, and the depth and fullness of -

our spiritual joy. The Church isx not infallible,

but, if loyal to Christ, its knowledge of Him
will become richer and deeper from century ;

to century ; and it is the theory of Congrega-
tionalisin that the Church should be left
absolutely free to listen to Christ’s teaching

- Israclites than the English are,
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and to aceept it.  With fresh disecoveries of
the divine thought, the mere scientitie detini-
tions of truths long known to the Church
may require inoditication.”

Mz, SaMuen MoRLEY has, as many English-
wen have done, visited North America on the
United States side, and virtually given the
impressions formed there as fmpressions ve-
garding America. True,our friends at present in
the United States outnumber us ten to one;
and knowine how to make the most of their
veal greatness and magniticent country, «do
bring a glamour over the eves of our English
brethren; notwithstanding which we do feel
some little cause exists for the feeling that Mr.
Morley might have made some acquaintance
with our means, position and prospects, ere he
returned to the fatherland, and done some
Justice "o the aspiring colony.

BriTisn Nonernformists are making a great
mistake politically in not more fully acquaint-
ing themselves with the position and capacities
of Canada whiist still in loyal union with the
old land ; and religiously they are coming far
short of privilege and responsibility in not
extending a much deeper and intelligent sym-
pathy to their sister and struggling churches
here.  Canada with its north-west is yet

» destined to become a national power, in the

near future, and British Noncouformists may
find themselves engaged already in more fruit-
less missions than spending means and mind
upon the growiag Dominion. Even England
needs some more enlightenment on colonial
matters.

THIs is the way Mr. Spurgeon takes off the
Anglo-Israel theorists :—*“ The Irish are more
They are
from Mesopotamia. Yon have only to read
Meso-pPaT-nia, and yeu have Pat.  Was not
Terah the father of Abraham’ And s not
the Irish ~ong, * The harp that once through
Tara’s hall 7" How are the English proved
" to be identical with the ten tribes’ Why,
by leaving out the I in lsaac you have Saac
—that is, the Saxons ! This is a specimen of
the precious nonsense that is being peddled
about by interpreting pedlars.  Thus have we
;endeavoured to hit tlying folly by showing
. you thue in this way vou may prove any-
~ thing.”



Provressor CHristLIEB, of Bonn, has been
visiting Scotland.  He reeords the gratifving
fact that in Germany, where, a generation ago,

there was a comparatively small pereentace of

evangelieal preachers, about seventy per cent.
of the pastors may now he said to be evangeli-
cal. There were many things in Germany
which earnest men could not but deplore, such
as the sad want of Sabbath observance, and
the lack of anything like general attendance
at public worship in such cities as Berlin.
There is too great a tendeney to see only the
evils that exist, and a want of knowledge and
appreciation of the hopeful indications that
are to be met with, thongh not heard of, at
hotels frequented by travellers, and to be
known only by those who themselves mingle
with the more carnest classes of the peoplo
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recant anyihing. T simply stop denying, and
wait for more licht.”

We would not make too miuch of these ex-
tracts, but they are signiticant of the husk-like
character of \"’ll()\tl(‘hnl when the hunory
soul would hun fill itself therewith. M-
over, the frankness of these utterances is in-
structive.  Here is a man of undoubted
ahility, of broad culture, high position and
attractive eloquence. Yet, after twenty years
of ecarnest and determined labour, we meet

"the frank confession concerning all his teach-

In connection with this may be noted the
case of Rev. O. B. Frothingham, of Jersey :

C'ity, who for many years has been a leader
in the “Free Religious Movement,” even Uni-
tariasism being too narrow for the liberty he
desired.  Mr. Frothingham is a man of un-
blemished reputation and acknowledged at-
tainments. Two years ago he started on a

European tour, and on roturnmrr declined to |
occupy & broad pulpit again, confz ssing mean- -

time he can ascend no othe We quote a few

of his ¢ nfessions to a representative of a:
"tion and value to their citations as evidence

New York paper:—

mental vision in a disquiciing wi
drift of free-thought teaching was unquestlon-
ably towards a dead materialism, which I have

abhorred as deeply as any Ev an(reh(.al clergy- . 0 ;
Y Y gy i psychology and ethies, giving better founda-

man | know.”

“ When [ left New York for Europe, T be-
lieved and said that I might take up my work
as pastor of an independent church when I
got hack.

nut do it.
did. *

* The creeds of to-day do not seem in my
eves to be so wholly groundless as they were
then; and while I believe that the next hun-
dred years will see great changes in them, T
do not think they are destined “to (hsappem‘
To sum up the whole matter, the work which |

I would not be able to teach as I
* * *

“One fact began to loom up bt,fore m) . for the original text.

ing that it “appears to lead to nothing" and
may have been grounded on mistaken pre-
mises !’

TuE following, from the Boston Congrega-
tionalist (with a few verbal alterations), has
some very simple but important and practical
truths, indicating the line upon which the
free churches m'w safely travel :—

No wise man can deny or ignore that there
has been a great driftin “the common theology
of the churches. It could not be otherwise.
Knowledge has advanced, Hebrew and Greek
are better known than three hundred years ago,
more codices have come to light, more ancicnt
versions, while an enlarged acquamtance with
the Greek and Latin tathors adds diserimina-

Besides this, physieal
seience has advanced, so that whatever side-
light shines upon spiritual truth from the
natural world is more clear, exact and apposite
than of old.  Progress has been effeeted in

_tion for the subject as to what man really is

“in his springs of action and sources of respon-

sibility ; and in what sense and to what de-

“gree an infinitely just God must necessarily
1 may as well say now that I could :

estimate him and exact serviee from him. All
these things together combine to put vs in
possession of a truer understanding of the
Divine nature; which nature must ever be
the fundamental fact and starting-point in all
our theclogy, whether looking Godward or
manward.

In the face of these facts, to suppose that all
the minute, exact and speeific theological hy-

I have been doing appears to lead to nothing, | potheses, statements, and proof- texts which

and may have heen grounded upon mistaken
premises ; therdore, it is better to stop.

satisfied  and odlhul our fathers of two or

But | even of onc hundred years avso, may and ought

I do not want to give the impression that I | to as tully satisfy and edify us, is to assume
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that their religions svstem was a speeial re-
velation of God, of which no evidence exists,
which they never claimed ; or to assume that
the nature of true religion is such as to ex-
cpt it from the working of all ordinary laws
governing the growth and development of
mental and moral trath.  Can any valid rea-
son be given why we should eonclude that the
process of growth as applied to religious con-
ceptions, which had been eontinnous up to a
certain point, stopped ¢ Why stop with Jana-
than Edwards the younger, any more than
with Grotius or Ansehm ¢ If Calvin were
right in eriticising the soteriology of Augus-
tine, why may not Dr. Taylor have been right
in_eriticising the soteriology of Calvin ¢
Surely the wise ground for the friends of
Divine truth, even for those who are most at-
tached to what they conceive to be the faith
once delivered to the saints in its original in-
tegrity, is not to deny the possibility of pro-
gress in the interpretation of the ways of God
to man, and to denounce as ** herctics,” and
“unsound,” all who scek a better voice to the
real intent of Scripture by substituting for-
mulie, more orless new, for those which have

been for substance approved among the later ;

generations of orthodox believers; but it is

rather to apply to them and to their work

for the lovers of ancient ways to plead that

Cthere is danger, heeanse there can e found no

i
{
t
'
{

logical stoppiiig-place this side of the grossest
error. Al stands on asliding seale and if the
ancient orthodoxy of the Assembly’s Catechisin
be departed from, and any coneession what-
ever be made to this spirit of theological = im-
provement,” thew contention—at least their
fear—is, that no sufficieut reason can be given
for making a stand again this side of ab.o-
lute, it not unhimited, liecense.  This forgets
two things. It forrets, first, that the Assem-
bly's Catechism, and the system of which it 15
the outgrowth and expression, was itself «
theological novelty a .l “improvement,” and,
as such, was dreaded and deplored by the
ultra-conservatives of the time; and it forgets
that the standard of supreme appeal must
always be the Word of God, illuinmed by His

-spirit, so that nothing can rightly claim our
fealty which its truest interpretation super-

sedes, even though it may have been as life

Jitself to the Church of Christ in its less en-

that inspired test which will at once determine .

its value, and settle whether it be of God, or
whether they speak from themselves. Grant

that there are crrors, and wild and wayward '

teachers. The samne apostle who warned the

people of God that “nany false prophets are

gone out into the world,” and who charged .
them “believe not every spirit,” was carctul .

also to imply the fact that among the many
fu.lse there would be some true, and in this
view to command the saints to “prove the

spirits, whether they are of God.” When, then,
one brother arises on this side, and another .

on that, to offer what he conceives to be an

“Improvement” in theology, the true course :

must be to meet him neither with suspicion
nor inculpation, but to invite all such to mea-

sure themselves by that ancient rule “to the |
law and to the testimony : if they speak not .
according to this word, it is because there ix

no light in them.” They have the right to
speak. Others have equal right to hear and
to judge. And “let all that ye do be done in

love.”
When new views are advanced, it is common

lightened experience.

To make the matter practical, here is ortho-
doxy surrounded on every hand by Unita-
rianism, Universalism and Nothingarianism,
shading off’ into bare rat.onalism and naked
infidelity ; yet all parties claim to be * Evan-
gelical ” (sometimes those which seem the
emptiest souls making the loudest claim).
What can you di to save yourselt if you move
by a hair's breadth from the old mooring
Weanswer: You cantestyourself and test them
by that supreme authority whose judgment is
always final. There is a puint beyond which
liberalism in Christianity cannot go, and claim
its distinetive ground. That point we con-
ceive to lic in the question of guilt and for-
giveness. Is there such a thing as a sin which,
as Paul says, is “exceeding sinful 77 Does it
require forgiveness? Is that forgiveness to

be earned by man, or freely given by God -’

If the latter, is it granted because man asks
it 7 by the stimulus of suffering? the allure-
ment of good example ? or is it the ahsolute
gift of God for Christ's sake? These ques-
tions, honestly answered, scttle the whole
matter. He who holds and teaches that sin
is merely mis-ercation, mis-adjustment, misfer-
une—moral movement misplaced—and who,
in consistence with that view, claims that a
kind-heartced Father never can be «“ hard ™ up-
on his own offspring thus pitiably situated,



has no place in his theology for the incarna-
tion, none for the cross and the great sacri-
fice. Such theology seems to us to have no
place in the New Testament. The Evangeli-
cal doctrine is, that between the death on the
cross and the forgiveness of human sin there
is the relation of cause and effect.
died for our sins according to the Scriptures.”
“ While we were yet sinners, Christ died for

”

us.

There may be—there must be—tolerance of

explanation as to these central and ecrucial
evangelical facts ; but it is of the esscnce of
the Gospel,as Paul understood it, that “th rough
this man is proclaimed unto vou remission of

sins, and by Him every one that believeth is -

Jjustified from all things, from which ye could
not be justiied by the law of Moses;” and
that “ye that once were far off are made
nigh @ the blood of Christ)” who came that
“ Hemight reconcile them both in one hody
unto God throwih the cross, having slain the
enmity theieby ;” so that “‘there is therefore
now no condemnation to them that «wre in
Christ Jesus.”

We are ready to welcome as brothers in one
Evangelical faith all men who hold, and love,

and live by these fundamental truths, so long

as in harmonizing and theorizing about them
they impair not their essential vitality.
cannot fellowship those who disavow orignore
them.

THOMAS CARLYLE.*

The estimate formed of the sage of Chelsca
has not been uniforin; by many he has been
placed in the first rank of intluence and power
amonyg the writers and thinkers of the nine-
teenth century, whilst others believe his liter-
ary pretensions to have been vastly overstated,
and that as a thinker and philosopher he pos-
sessed no such spiritual method as is likely to
make his influence cither precious or perma-
nent. Certain is it, that had his literary ex-
ccutor, Mr. Froude, delayed till now the
“ Reminiscences.” publishers had not reaped
the harvest, nor the publication secured the
readers which followed the carly issue of the
sane.
mains yet to be seen whether Thomas Carlyle

*+ Thoma: Carlyle: The Mao and his Books.” By Wm.
Howie Wylic. Marshall, Japp & Co., London, England.

“Christ |

We -

Most people are soon forgotten ; it re- -
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{ will be ere long virtually forgotten, brack-
teted with Jetfery and his coadjutors of the
. “ Blue and Yellow,” whose fate is to excite
‘attention, wield an influence till the next
‘number is on the table, and then to be bound
i for the library shelf, soon to be crowded into
the dark corner, covered with dust and neg-
' lected.

Be that as it may, “ No. 5 Cheyne Row ”
will for some time be a pilgrim shrine, and
some knowledge of Thomas Carlyle a neces-
- sity to those who would not be ignorant of
the forces and sentiments of the times in
which they live. Forour own part, we view
Thomas Carlyle, not perhaps as a hero among
his own heroes, but as one ot the potent fac-
tors of the century in the regeneration towards
which we believe society is tending—the im-
parter of a strong impulse to the moral activity
of our day. We therefore gladly welcome
such a biography as that of Mr. Wylie, which,
with enthusiam for its hero, never forgets that
candour which is as conscious of blemishes as
it is of worth. It would be difficult to find a
writer more thoroughly in sympsthy with his
subject than Mr. Wylie, and at the same time
so thoroughly true to the other world of life
and feeling. We have Carlyle painted by a
friendly hand; not the creation of the artist’s
sympathies, but Carlyle himself in loving,
sympathetic lines. We have seldom read a
more pleasing and instructive memoir.

The Carlyles are manifestly among the
oldest families of Scotland, and before they
came to Annandale were of one of the most
powerful houses of Cumberland, preserving
their large estates at the time of the Norman
Conquest. By marriage they became allied
to the royal house of Scotland, and were ever
found with the chivalrous defenders of the
king and his crown. Nevertheless, “ greater
than the proudest lord of Torthorwald is he
who sprang from the ranks of the homely
farmers of Hoddam.”

The father was first a stonemason, then a
small farmer, who by frugal industry laid by
a little for a rainy day : the mother had been
a domestic servant, early able toread, and who
in advanced life set to work with praiseworthy
diligence to learn how to write. The old man
was evidently a character. There are premoni-
tions of the son’s hatred of shams in the story,
if true, that when a mason, “he, in order to
evince his contempt for a ‘pup’ who was pass-
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ing, let fall upon him fromn the top of a ladder |

a huge mass of mortar.”” “Sic names he
would gie to things and folks,” said an old
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utter truth in his writings and nothing else,
must be searched for and read in other pages
than ours—in none more vividly than in the

Scotch lady of the old man, indicative of a | biography which has suggested this article.
power the son inherited, and used with telling | There, too, mmay be read how he died, not of
effect. “ He could not tolerate anything ficti- | any orgaunic disease, but because life had gra-
tions in books,” said Thomas, “ and walked as | dually burnt itselt out, and the vital power
a man in the full presence of Heaven, and | had gradually failed. Let us, however, listen
Hel), and the Judgment.” A critic has sug- | to a few closing words :—
gested—specially of the latter two. Carlyle’s! * Three nights ago, stepping out after mid-
mother, though poor, was a lady in spirit and | night and looking up at the stars, which were
bearing, active and careful with Ma~tha, con- clear and numcrous, it struck me with a
templative as Mary. Her gentleness did!strange new kind of feeling: ‘In a little while
much to mellow the sterner features of the | I shall have seen you also for the last time,
husband. The home was Christian after the | God Almighty’s own theatre of Immensity, the
old Scottish type, which, whatever men may | Infinite made palpable and visible to me.
think, has nurtured heroes indeed, and which, ! That also will be closed and flung in my face,
with its seeming harshness, is infinitely prefer- | and I shall never bLehold it any more! The
able to the namby-pamby Nothingism that is ' thought of this eternal deprivation, even of
s0 sadly pervading hearts and homes in this ' this, though this such a nothing in ecomparison,
agnostic day. 'was sad and painful to me’ And then a
Carlyle’s parents were Scottish Noncon- ! second feeling rose in me: ‘ What if Omnipo-
formists, belonging to the Secession Church, j tence, that has developed in me these pieties,
which “had its origin in the attachment of | these reverences and infinite affections, should
the best part of the Scottish nature to two ! actually have said, “ Yes, poor mortals, such of
things, without which a true Church is simply ; you as have gone so far shall be permitted to
impossible—purity of doctrine and life, and ; go further. Hope ; despair not. God’s will—
freedom of administration.” Yet the sage ! God's will, not ours, be done.”””
never professed Christ, as the churches in gen-
cral judge of profession ; perhapsthe churches’
are wrong, and deserve the censure impiied in
some remarks which fell from an Edinburgh ! . - .
Nonconformist pulpit at his death—1It is" Reminded by the little volume whose title

said Carlyle did not attend church or chapel, : is given in the foot-note, e would draw

FRANCES RIDLEY HAVERGAL.*

which, if true, as it is only partially, need not
be marvelled at when it is considered what
both church and chapel have done to drive
such men away from their doors.” It may be
that he belonged to a broader church than our
short-sighted vision in general beholds. Can
we really afford to allow such men to be
esteewned “ without” 2 Of blameless life, gifted
with the rugged spirit of the prophets of old,
claimed as he in fact has been since his death

by the general voice of Christendom, no exist-

iny organized denomination would have ad-
mitted him to its iministry, scarcely to its
membership.

His early struggles with scanty means, his
indomitable Scot~h endurance and pluck, his
marriage with and tender reverence for the
memory of one of Scotland’s characteristic
maidens, his indefatigalle searching after
every reliable hint that would enable him to

. attention to one whose life was a * Ministry
! of Song,” the echvesof which are not soon to die
{ from the Christian ear. Miss Havergal had a
‘double talent—music and song. She conse-
-crated them both to the service of the Saviour
 whom she loved, for whom she toiled, and
: whose face in death she rejoiced in the hope
“of beholding. In her own sweet words the
- prayer of her life is expressed :—
** Take my life and let it be

Counsecrated, Lord, to Thee;

‘Take my moments and my days,

Let them flow in ceaseless praise,
ALy For TreER."

A sympathetic critic has indicated from her
. poems several strongly-marked features of a
. Christian, and therefore of the noblest life,find-
.ing therein the secret of her power and suec-
|

' *«Leaves of Life: Choice Poems by Frances Ridley
Havergsl.” American Sunday Scheol Union.



8

cess.
life of FAITH 1n the true sense—uot of a mere
credo, but of trust, the trustful contidence of |
a child in a loving parent’s care. Of Him -
whom her sou! 1oved she sang—

* I eould not do without Thee;
O, Baviour of the lost!
Whose precious blood redeemed me
At such tremendous coss.

» L] . - . - 3 *

¢ 1 could not do without Thes;

I counld not stand alone ;

I have no strength or goodness,
No wisdom of my own;

But Thou, belavid Saviear,
Art all in all to me ;

And weakness wili be power
If leaming hard on Thee. "

Sympathy, too, was hers,
“The Ministry of Song,” when she sings,

“In God’s great field of labour
All work 1s not the same;
He hatlh a service for each one
Wheo loves His holy name,”

she calls upon those *to whom the secrets of |
all sweet sounds are known” to rx«htly fulfil ;
their “charge, of’ the Ministry of Song.”

«¢Sing to the little children,
And they will listen well ;
Sing grand and holy musie,
For they can jeel its spell !

+¢ Sing at the cottage bed-ide ;

They have no music there ;
And the voice of praise is silent

After the voico of prayer.

« Sing to the tired and anxious ;
It is youra to fling a ray,
Passing 1ndeed, but cheering,
Across the rugged way.

* When you long to bear the Message
Home to some troab'ed breast,
Then sing with loving fervour,
* Coms unto Me and rest.’”

Every line breathes sympathy.
we have italicised manifest how she could truly
enter into others’ wants and feelings; and
thus she sang

Praver, Praise, and EviaNGeLiceian faith
are also strongly marked features of heri
writings:

I lay mv praver befora Thee. and trusting iz Thy Word.

Though all 18 silent in my beart, I know that Thou hast
heard ;

To that Llest city lead me, Lord (siill choosing all my way),

Where faith melts 1uto vision as the starlight into day."

This writer notices that her life was a:

In her poem on !

The lines :
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1
There is pure poetry in the last line—as
ipure as any Tennyson has written. How

. thorourrhly conseerated was the talent to Him

to whomn prayer was made!
. Miss Havergal struck also the juoilant
: chou!

“ 0, full of truth and grace,
Snuile of Jehovah’s face,

O, tendcrest heart of love untold !
Who may Thy praise unfold "

; ‘*Thee, Saviour, L.ord of lords and King of kings,
! Well may adoriug seraphs hymn with veiling wings.”

. Evangelical truth is the scarlet line of every
. poem: she has written.  Would that every life
i could put forth its work with her dedication :
; ~——— “ This be Thine,

Filled only with Thy teachings, only filled
For Thee, aud for the pilgrims to Thy Lome,”

. Her life was according to her songs, which
I in her case were not the outward %emmg of
‘an inward alienship, but the warm outgoings
. from the abundance of the heart. « The
'Icacher had taught her to ‘abide’ in Him, as
. the branch abules in the vine, and thus her
i life blossomed, and she brought forth fruit.”

! FAITH'S ROLL CALL.—I.

I. ABeL.—HEB.

The history of Ahel is very brief ; allusions
fcw They are all contained in the following
. passages: Gen. iv. 2-0, 25 ; Matt. xxiii. 3)

. Luke xi. 51: Heb. xi. 1, Xii, 24; 1 John i,
. 19.

¢ From these notices must be gathered all that
. can be found authentic re«vardm" the character
i whose name stands first in this roll call of
faithful ones. Avoiding all speculation, we
i shall endeavour faithfully to read out from,
"not into, the records, the teachings they con-
tain.

Interest first centres in Abel’s sacrifice. In
what respect did it differ from Cain's 7 You
» will notice that the act called “sacrifice” in
“Heb. is in Gen. iv. 4 called an “offering ;'
by the same term Cain's act of Wor\lnp or
| homawc is designated. There can be no douht
| but that the word minchal is not the word
(zeback) by which propitiatory sacrifice is usu-
ally designated, and is translated sacrifice in
our version only (1. Kings xviii. 20-36; Ezra
ix. 4,3; Psalm exli. 2)

X1 4.
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1 iti 1 i i i ‘e~ ; ¢ ° <« the sinner's sin
There 13 pos tive y no adication in the re Loy ﬂ(lul condemns th sin,
ositivel ! ! ! ! Yes, in condemniung, pardon seals ;

cords that the offerings Cain and Abel brought | That saves from righteous wrath, and yet,
were looked upon as pmpitia.t.ory, as the sa- | In saving, righteousness reveals.”

crifices upon the great day of atonement un-| Omit “fhat of " and read “better than Abel,”
doubtedly were; rather that they were simple ; the meaning scems to be that whilst Abel by
acts of grateful acknowledgment to the All his faith testifies. and thus strengthens, Jesus

Father, whom they acknowledged as the au- : stands our Parc..ce, giving life and power. 1

thor and giver of every good and blessing.

It has frequently been assumed that Abel’s
offering being of blood was in accord with a
divine command, and therefore accepted,
whilst Cain's being in disregard of that re-
quirement was rejected.  Thus a popular
commentary: “This element of blood-shed-
ding was that which Cain’s sacrifice lacked,
and his choice of such a bloodless offer-
ing, against the divine requirement, was
his open profession that blood-shedding
was not requisite, at least for him. He set
up his own plan against God’s, his own reason
against faith, and, of course, he found no room
in his system for the gospel of the Old Testa-
ment” (Jacobusinloc.), allof which is pure as-
sumption, and against the express declaration
of our text, “By fuith Abeloffered unto God
a more excellent sacrifice than Cain, through
which (faith) he had witness Lorne to him
that he was righteous” (Comp, Rom. viii. 16):
“ And through it (that same faith) he being
dead, yet speaketh.” Here plainly the essen-
tial difference between the offerings is de-
clared to be “faith” rather than the matter of
the offering, and by that faith, which “is the
assarance of things hoped for, the proving of
things not seen,” Abel, though dead, from
among the *great cloud of witnesses,” *“yet
speaketh.”

Revelation was manifestly progressive: to
read Leviticus into these earlier records is a
pure anachronisin; nor can Heb. xii. 24 be
read rightly as a parallel to ix. 13, 14.

Of Heb. xii. 24 two interpretations alone
are tenable, according as the italicised words
“that of” are retained or omitted. Retain
them, and the contrast stands between the

| have dwelt somewhat particularly upon the
'interpretation of these few allusions to Abel's

'

"history, that we may be freed from those
“theological conceits which in great measure
t hide the simple lesson to be gathered by a con-
: sideration of him who, though dead, by faith
sstill speaks—a simplicity so simple that our
{ morbid wonder-craving cannot rest therein,
{and yet, by not resting therein, we miss the
| practical power of simple truth. For are not
i great forces also simple 2 In our school days
| we have wearied over some problem, the head
i has ached, the spirit been overtasked—one
1 single word and the problem is solved. We
wondered it did not occur to us at once, it
I'was so simple, and yet that very simplicity
!was its mystery. We sought to fetch from far
' what wasreally at hand. Far-fetched theories
l'are very apt to obscure the plain teaching of
i God’s own word. Read in the light of Heb. xi.
4, we learn from Gen. iv. 2-9, that the bro-
: thers worship the same God, are under the
' same revelation of His power and glory; they
i have, it would secm, the same seasons set
- apart. for worship (for “in process of time”
i or at “the end of days” apparently points toa
i stuted season—perhaps the weekly Sab-
"bath) ; their manner of service, too, was the
i same—each brought of his own an offering
( to the Lord. We, however, soon trace a dit-
' ference : Cain brought of the fruit, Abelthe
. firstlings and the fat thercof. The faithless
- offerer 1s the same in all ages, and Mal. i. 8 is
ranticipated in Gen. iv. 3. It was to Cain a
{ form, to Abel a grand reality, and therein lay
i the whole secret of the rejection of the one,
| the acceptance of the other. Cain’s faith was
: a mere credo, wanting the living power. Abel

believed wnto, on, tn. Cain was a mere titu-

mount that burned with fire and the city of | alist; Abel a believer, and thus found favcur
God’s own home; between the blood that . with God—yea life—trust ¢n Him.

cried for vengeance (Gen. iv. 10, “the voice; Let us learn. then, the one simple lesson.
of thy brother’s blood erieth unto me from the = The spirit in which we perform an act is the
sround "), and the blood which seals the cov- | test in eternity’s light of its acceptance or re-
enant of mercy. Not judgment but deliver- ! jection, and the inward witness to ourselves
ance, not wrath but love, the blood of Jesus ' of God's »pproving “ well done.” Even worship

brings. is an abomnination where faith is not. [sa.i.14.
|
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Unte Abel and his offering God had rc—?
spect. Imagination has been busy with guess-
ing at the mauner in which God showed re- .
speet.  Was it, as in Elijah's case, by fire
frowm heaven ? How beside the wark all such
suppositions are may be seen by noting closely
the records. The respect (Gen. iv. ¢} was not
to the offering erely, but to dbel and his
offering; and the writer of the Episiic to the .
Hebrews expressly states that by that faith.
with which he offered the more excellent sa- |
crifice, he had witness horne to him that he
was righteous. Abel’s sign was the inward
witness of a meck and quiet conscience, the !

that faith which, going out towards God, rests
upon Him and finds continued contidence and
peace therein.

Young wmen, is your life to be a life of fuith
or unbehef ¢ Remember, faith ennobles cvery
work—the sweeping of & warehouse, the seal-
ing of a bargain, the lighting of a candle ina
aarvet, the gas glare of a comfortable par-

Jour. Not where but what you are ; not what

you do, but the spirit in which you du it,
makes earth either heaven or hell—your life
that of righteous Abel or that of vagabond
Cain,

Remember, moreover, there are some con-

possession of which is more than life itself. ' troversies that can only be settled one way—
Cain lived; but a powerful pen has, without ; that is those where truth is only on one side.
doubt, traced that life in tho weird curse it ! Such is the controversy in your life between
puts in Eve’s lips, as, distracted, she views the | faith and unbelief. Life is only by faith in
slain :— Jesus Christ, and you were not created for
death ; therefore we urge, end the controversy
at once; live by faith in the Son of God;
Who shali ablior thee, though thou wert theit sire! ' you may find Him now, and here, if but the
e e | louds of prejudice and mapprehension e
A . oertn @ y A v | driven away. Thus life willin truth be wort
Agravol the ann its lght ! ud hewven ita God ! living, and death be but the entrance to that
“ before the throne,” where in perfect service
} God’s servants shali serve Him, and He that
| sitteth upon the throne shall dwell among
them, and God shall wipe away all tears
from every eye.

s+ Henoe, fratricide! heuceforth that word is Cain,
Through all the myriads of mankind,

And that hell must, sooner or later, reign
in every breast that departeth from the living
God; for though here conscience may and does
slumber, we shall, sooner or later, see things
as they are—the light of the throne reveals
ourselves as well as our surroundings. And
who can endure that revelation ?

A BRIEF RESUME OF THE LIFE OF
JESUS.

I. THE NATION AND THE TIMES.

+¢Oh ! the godless gloom
Of a life without sun, without health, without hope, with-

out any delight;
Can anything upon earth lift? Ah, God that terrible

night.” Rome was mistress of the worid ; Augustus

ruled Rome. Never before or since has the sun

Abel's death was heaven: Cain's faithless ; risen on such an ewpire—shone on such a
life a hell. Faith, after all, is the only assur- | erown. Rome’s rule may not have followed
ance which rests upon a rock. We talk of be- | the course of the sun as we fondly dream the
ing sure of that which we see. Sureof what ? | rule of Britain does, but the then historie
Of fleeting clouds and changing earth; of for- ! world all owned the sway of the crown-
tunes tottering and life that a moment dashes | wreathed Emperor of the seven-hilled city.
into nothingness; of friends that are torn from | Between Britain and her possessions other
our grasp ; of an earth that is shaking to its | lands, tongues, peoples lie—other nations that
centre, and for aught we know liable at any | can and do treat with herasequals. From the
moment to be scattered as meteor dust along | Pillars of Hercules to the Babylonian plains ;
the abysmal path of heaven. Sure of nothing! | from the inhospitable forests of Northern Eu-
unless faith lay hold upon a God unchangeable, ! rope and the Scythian wilds of Asia to the
and a word that comnes from Him; and Abel i Sahara wastes; from the Cassiterides to the
had that faith cven unto death. Ah! the as- | Orient one compact empire prevailed. The
surance that faith brings, “Calm in the midst | Mediterranean was a great inland Roman lake.
of storms.” Stronger than woe or death is | Sweep where they would, the Roman galleys

!

l
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to dictate; Judea thus sutfered many vicissi-
tudes. ’lhe facticn supreme in the East was
destined to fall before the Western conqueror,
Many were the political changes to curry
favour with the rising power. Thus Isracl was
Ire nt and demomlmd Had the Jews been
united, they might have exerted a power-
ful mﬁumu,, the) were themselves  torn
a.sunder by factions, political and religious,
Now however,the handof Augustus remtmmud

could but touch on Roman shores. For a
refugee, the then known world was a Roman
prison. “ Wherever you are, remember you !
are still within the power of your victor,” said |
Cicero toa political exile. Beyond the fron- !
tiers of the empire—the ocean, deserts, barbar-
ous unkncwn tribes, or dependent rulers, |
holding the seeptre at the will of the world’s
master. Cwxsar’s throne, like the exceeding
high mountain, surveyed all the kingdoms of |
the world and the glory of them. Alomr the | | 'all outbursts. Palestine shared the empire's
reat radii of roads centring at the (Joldeu peace, though embers were smouldering, soon
Mile-post in the Roman Forum continually | to burst forth with consuming fire.
surged—to be laid at its feet—— the merchan-, To the patriotic and reverent Jew the land
dise of gold, and silver, and precious stones, } was full of sad memories. Caves reminded of
and of pearls, and fine hnm and purple, and faithful men who there had been constrained
silk, and scarlet, and all thyme wood, and all | to hide, desolate villages told sad tales of the
manner vessels of ivory, and all manner ves- i conqueror’s track. Even the T emple, unexcel-
sels of most precious wood, and of brass, and ! led even by Solomon’s, had not a Roman com-
iron, and marble, and cinnamon, and odours, | mander entered and thus polluted the most

and ointments, and frankincense, and wine,’
and vil, and fine flour, and wheat, and bea.st,s‘
and sheep, and horses, and chariots, and slaves, !
and souls of men.”—Rev. xviil. 12, 13.

The empire was at peace. Seven hundred |

years of consolidation, conquest, power, of ; were a captive province.

civil strife and bitter wars, had left their re-
cord ; for the third time the Temple of Janus
was closed; for two centuries it had stood:
continually open, during which releniess
Rome had spread her conquests and led her
legions to victory. No wonder the world !
sighed for peace—now even the Britons were
at rest. In these halcyen days the angels
sang o'er Bethlehem’s plain the natal song of
the long-expected Prince of Peace.

The Land of Promise was captive. Herod,
an Idumean tyrant, Rome’s nominee, reigned |
on the throne of David and over the destinies
of Israel. Herod had married Mariamne, the '
last of the Maceabean line, whose noble achieve-
ments had endeared them to the entire Jewish !
people; he had also murdered her; and the !
vigour of his reign, the extravagant adorn- i
ment of the Temple under his hands, could |
not remove from the patriotic heart the dis-
gust of seeing a descendant of the hated |

hdomlteq and The outcast Ishmaelites reigning

on Zion's Hill, and patron over Solomon’s
Temple.

For sixty years, through plots and desolat- |
ing wars, the prize won by Augustus had |
been struggled for bty rival genexa]s. In the
provinces, sides were taken as interest seemed

'holy place? And the High Priest—what was
he but the hireling puppet of the hated con-
queror ? Roman encampments, standards,
|cuatom houses were everywhere ; at no time
were the people allowed to forget that they

Bltterl_y gailed the

| Roman yoke.

E Add to this spiritual destitution. The
Pharisees sat in Moses’ seat, walked the
“market-place with mincing step, looked pale
and wan, and hid the Luv of truth under

lmany childish but burdensome precepts. A
ribbon sewed on a garment, thus becomning of
a piece therewith, could be lawtully borne on
the Sabbath day ; but aribbon worn, not thus
| fastened, was a burden therefore a transgres-
; sion, Truthfully has been penned an carnest
enquirer's experience ; it might be taken as
“having possible counterpa.rts now: “ When I
sat in the school with the seribe, and heard

{ his answers, and asked him questions, so long

'l seemed to myself righteous and on the path

of righteousness ; but when I came forth into

i the streets, or back t)ny mother’s house, then

!seemed my rightcousness immediately to have

- vanished away. At such scasons the learning

tof the wise seemed to me not bread, but a

stone.” Therz was then, what has tuo often

- appearedsince,a separation practically allowed

» between religion and morality—outward con-

i formnity to Tite and dogma exalted above

purity of heart and life, so that it was possible

| for the worst men among them to be esteemed

i as the most religious (Ma.tt xxiil. 13). The
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]
Saddu-ees were rationalists in the broadest | Pharisee, and would call forth bitter resent-
acceptation of that term. Rome, too, was | ment from the people, whose one hope might
more than pagan. Inhersenate-house, by the | therel::- be doomed to disappointment And

then Emperor and Pontifex Maximus, it had

been avowed without contradiction that there |
was no immortality for man ; indeed on that

avowal had been based an argument against
capital punishment being meted out to certain
conspirators, as thereby their sufferings were
only momentary, and adequate punishment
would not be endured.

This, then, was the religious state of Pales-
tine—the dominant political power was prac-
tically Atheistic under a pagan pretence.
leading religious school was that of the Phari-
sees, whose very name has become the syno-

The !

5 vet the fullness of the time had come and Mes-

siah’s advent was at hand. At the acme of
Roman triumph and power, in the bitterest
hour of Israel’s captivity, when what of reli-
gious life remained was formalism and bigotry,
- when Messianic hopes were all lowered to the
"expectation of a conqueror who would trail
Rome’s ensigns in the dust, and make Jeru-
salem the centre of a temporal kingdom more
“ destructive than even Rome had been, then—

©in a moment when the world, weary of strife,
| had sheathed the sword of offence and of de-
fence—Christ Jesus came, a root out of a dry

nym of all that is sectarian, proud, formal, ground, despised and rejected, to preach peace

hard and hypoecritical. Wealth and culture was | to those afar off and nigh, and give every-

Saddusaic—that is, coldly sceptical,religiously | where access to God and the Father in Him-

indifferent. Was it to be wondered at that i self.

the Saviour’s compassion (Matt. ix. 36) should f ———— ——— =

go forth to such a people ? | THE LONELY COTTAGE BY THE SEA-SHORE.
The state of the nation at Christ’s advent

has been thus epitomized: “ A nation enslaved ; | Many years ago, in ono of the large islands in the

:ih‘fl up‘per classes (!g\'otmg A t,hemsg.l V.e_s t:O iil- | North, resided a worthy couple, a man and his wife.

shness, court}llt.er.‘fs‘mp fan SceP "’i’sm ’ 1 e ! He had in early life been a sailor, but was then a fish-
!;eachers and chief pro €ss80rs of religion lost , erman, the owner of a boat, a cottage with a small
in mere shows of cerel‘noma,llsr‘n, and l.)oa.stm.g | garden, and a piece of ground in which he grew corn,
themselves the favourites of God, while their ' gat5 and potatoes. He was a good man, honest and
souls were honeycombed with self-deception | true, industrionsand sober. Together he and his w.fe
and vice; the body of .the People misled by I| earned a comfortable living, and were able to lay by
false ideals ; and, seething at the bottom of | year by year u small sum of money which would be
society, o neglected mass of unblushing and ' useful to them when old age and its infirmities might
unrestrained sin.” | prevent their usual employment. She attended to

Yet were they. the children of Abraham, ' .the breeding Qf pou]try,. sale of eggs, knitting of stock-
heirs of the promises of God, upon which they ingsand making of fishing nets, which they bartercd
dwelt with sullen bitterness as the ensigns of | at stated times whea the boats visited the island. The
the Gentile power were ever present to Lheir E cottage was a lonely one by the sea-shore H it was bor-
gaze. Moreover, was not the abomination of ! dered by anarrow strip of green land, gradually rising

desolation in the holy place (Dan. ix.), and j from the sea, which sheltered it from the violence of

BY MRS, ALEXANDER THOMSBON.

must not now Messiah the Prince appear?
The expectation of Messiah was widespread.
Roman writers bear testimony that not only
among the Jews, but throughout the Orient,
the expectation was general that some great
«deliverer was to come. What deliverance could
the Jew hope for now, in his degradation, so
carnestly as deliverance from the hated Ro-
man yoke ’ The presentation of a Messiah
who could simply point to a kingdom set up in
the hearts and manifested by the lives of men
was a revelation which would excite the
scorn of the power-loving and Atheistic Ro-
man, the bitter hostility of the form-loving

‘ the wind and waves in stormy weather. Beyond the
| cottage was a narrow path leading up to a glen of great
| beauty, though dark and sombre when not illumined
;by the sunlight. Sweet flowers bloomed in endless
i variety. There were to be seen the tall and kingly
I foxglove, meadow-sweet, mountain pansies, the lowly
! daisy, the lovely blue bell, wild rosesand honeysuckle
mingling with the various ferns, gorse, and purple
heather, with ¢ love’s own true flower, forget-me-not,”
making a picture which one would ever pause to gaze
upon. Nor was the silver streamm wanting to add its
murmuring music as it left its mountain home and
wandered to the sea.

The lofty hills rose in the back-ground, giving a
solemn sadness to the view, the mountain ash and
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sweet-scented pines grew in rich abundance on the
rugged steep, and as you looked back upon the various
heights, and then upon the jutting headlands and
caught the crimsen glow of the golden sunset, the
heart responded to the beauty of the scene and blessed
Guod for the world which He had made so lovely, and
crowned with His goudness.

In this quiet retired spot lived this worthy couple,
he a man of fifty years, his wife somewhat younger ;
one child had been born to them in their early married
Life, but died ininfancy ; they grieved for the lost little
one, bat never murmured, for it was * the Lord’s
will ;" that sutliced for Archic and Elspeth Cameron.

We will look in upon them as they sat one evening
by the bright peat fire: a small vil lamp lighted up the
room, Elspeth sitting with her knitting, while her
husband was mending a net. It was the end of Octo-
ber, the day had been fine, but its beauty had faded ; a
low, murmuring sound reached them from the scu ;
suddenly a loud clap of thunder shook the cottage,
and down came the rain in torrents, the wind rising as
it were in a moment,

‘* "Twill be a wild nicht, the nicht, Elspeth.”

‘* Aye, aye, wild eneuch the noo ; pray God there
may be no ship near us the nicht.”

Just then a loud rap came to the door, and a friend
of Archie’s, a shepherd, entered.

‘“ What a nicht ; the storm is {earfu’.”

““ Tak’ a seat, my man, ye canna’ win hame the
nicht ; we can gie ye shelter.”

The shepherd took off his plaid and wet clothes, and
changed them for the dry ones Archie gave him.

Elspeth busied herself to prepare the evening meal :

very homely but kindly she louked, neatly dressed in ?

the short gown over a thick woollen petticoat, a coarse
wincey apron, and a clean white mutch with the black

hood shewing her comely face, the simple dress of the
Scottish women worn at that period. The meal was

served and ended, and the two men went out to look
upon the sea, while Elspeth prepared the bed for the
sheplierd. They quickly returned, for they saw that
it was in vain for them to weather the storm.

“1 will stay wi' ye till to-morrow’s morn, and
gladly,” said Jem ; ‘it is a wild nicht for man and
beast.”

‘“ God grart that there may no’ be a ship near in
the storm the nicht,” again said Elspeth.

‘¢ A large one was nigh upon the headland this morn;
she was beating up the channel. Maybe she has got
into shelter by noo,” said Jem.

The Bible was brought out, Archie devoutly read a
portion, the psalm was sung, and earnestly did the
good man commend themselves and all who might be
exposed to the violence of the storm to the care and
protection of their heavenly Father.

The morning rose bright and cloudless ; all appear-

ance of the storm had passed away. The two men
walked down to the shore, launched the boat and went
to examine the fishing nets which were out in the bay.
They had taken the fish, had again baited the lines
and cast them into the sea, and were returning home,
when at a short distance they saw something tloating
upon the water. At one glance they both discovered
what it was and rowed towards it. It was the body of
a fair young girl fustened to a spar, with an infant
folded 1 her arms.  They quickly brought herto the
shore ; the babe was wrapped round with a large
silken scarf, the mother’s arms stil tightly clasped
around it.  To feteh his wife was but the work of a
moment ; they unwrapped the little one ; it opened
its eyes and began to weep bitterly. The mother was
dead. Her golden hair was dank with the sea-foam,
and her sweet blue eyes would never again unclose on
this side the grave.

There was no mark to tell who she was, nor whence
she had come, nor whither she was bound ; upon her
hand was a wedding ring, and another of antique form
with diamonds and opals of priceless value ; the silken
scarf, inwrought with gold, which had bound the mo-
ther and child together ; and round her neck a small
handkerchief with the name of Margaret upon it, was
all there was left to tell to strangers who she was, and
what was her name.

The minister of the parish came to the cottage and
offered all the help he could, but Archie and Elspeth
Cameron determined to keep the babe until it was
claimed by the relatives, should they be found. It
was as a message borne to them from the sea, “¢ Take
! this child and nurse it for Me.”

That it was of gentle birth was evident by ‘he tex-
ture of the clothes upon the yung mother and infant,
i but no other trace was found. A large vessel after-
wards was known to have struck upon the rocks,
foundered, and all were lost. The mother was buried,
a simple headstone placed upon her grave, with—

Alargaret.
LOST AT SEA,
OCTOBER, 17—

The baby throve under the kindly care of Elspeth,
the clothes and rings were carefully preserved, and the
story was soon a thing of the past.

i The child was named Margaret for its dead mother’s
sake. She grew up very lovely and healthy, sweet
and gentle, but bright and joyous as a bird ; the sea
was her delight, and to ramble among the hills
and through the pine woods was her constant joy.
But Archie and Elspeth Cameron never forgot that
she was not “* one of themselves,” and fondly did they
. hope that at some future time she might be restorcd
"'to those from whom, through God’s mysterious provi-
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donce, she had been severed. No coarse garments
were over placed upon her, no menial service was ever
required from her, and whilo allowing her to call them
father and mother, and acting towards her in that on-
dearmmy rolationship, *“ the little lady " scemed to
stand alone. The good mimster superintended her
education, and his kind wife instructed her in many ‘
feminine employments.  Very fair and beautiful, sho !
was gracoful as a fawn, with dark bluo cyes and golden
hair. Thus lived tho little lady at the Lunely Cottage
by the Sea-shore.

Fifteen years had passed away since the little
stranger from the sea had been saved by the kindly
care of Archio and Elspeth Cameron.  The good min-
ister died, and his wife was leaving the island to go
and reside with her friends i Edinburgh. She felt
that it was no longer right that the child should bol
kept in ignorance of the facts connected with her his-
tory, for the time might soon come when she would be }
deprived of her trusted friends, who were no longer |
young, and then she would be left to do battle with the .
world alone  One day they told her the story of the
wreck and her mother’s death and burial ; they gave I
to her the only things that belonged to her. She
gazed upon them in silence ; large unshed tears filled |
her eyes ; she spoke not a word, but went quietly to |
her own room. She came down in the morning in a |
sort of stupor; utter hopelessness and weariness
seemed to have taken hold upon her. She wandered |
down to the shore, and gazed far out upon the sea, :
while a yearning anguish of pain rent her heart. She
felt utterly alone; those dear friends she could no ;
lenger look upon as parents, and a bitter cry escaped ;
her lips, ** My God ! oh, be Thou my Father and my .
Friend ; T will be Thy child. Have pity, have pity
upon me !”  Was it not heard bv the Father of her !
spirit, to whom sucha prayer was never offcred in vain ? .
The Comforter came down and soothed her breaking '
heart.  She returned to her humble home, and though !
a great change had passed upon her, she was soon again
bright and happy.

The winter passed; spring with all its beauty again
gladdened the earth. Margaret had been wandering
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and mountain, and they all returned to a simple repast
prepared by Elspeth.

The young man was an artist ; he was much struck
by the beauty of the girl, and begged Elspeth to allow
him to make a sketch of her, to which she consented.

‘“ What a vision of beauty and grace,” he said, as he
laid the drawing upon tho table on which the hostess
of the little inn was placing their supper. ‘¢ Do you
know the young girl who lives at Archie Cameron’s
Cottage ; is she his daughter ?’

The woman quickly replied that she knew her well,
and then related to them the story of Margaret's life,
and what the worthy couple had done for her.

The following day they left the island to return
home. They may have thought as they passed away
from its lovely scenes, and in the dim distance saw the
roof of the lowly cottage where this yvung girl lived
whose history had just been told to them, and filled
them with so much interest, how glad would they be
if their chuance visit to this secluded spot should one
day lead to the unravelling of this mystery, for they
would carry the story with them to the distant city
where they were going.  Chance visit!  Oh ! unworthy
thought ! There cannot be, there is not, such a thing
as chance in this world of ours, where an overruling
Providence is ever around us, and God's Almighty
power encircling us on every hand. We have but to
¢ wait His time,” to be willing like little children to
be led by our Father's hand, and what is now dark
will be made light, aud in that light we shall rejoice.

Reclining upon a couch in an elegant room in the
city of Edinburgh was a man in the prime of life ;
sickness had wasted his manly form, the hue of health
had long since left his countenance ; the enervating
climate of India, but still more the one great sorrow
of his life, had done its work ; and though surrounded
by wealth and all that could minister to his present
enjoyment, he was there with nothing to cheer, noth-
ing to comfort him. He laid down the book whose
leaves he had been listlessly turning, and with a deep
sigh turned his weary eyes to the portrait of his wife,
whom he had loved so well and so early lost. There
she stood in all her youth and beauty as it were, from

up the glen, and was returning ho.me laden with her | those deep blue eyes looking down in pity upon him ;
favourite flowers, when she observed two strangers, an | her golden hair floating like a veil around her, her
elderly and a young man, coming from the cottage. ' hand resting upon the head of her favourite hound,
They asked for Archie Cameron, as they wished him ' the ring he had given her as a pledge of his affection
to take them out in his boat. She accompanied them ' represented there. ¢ Margaret, Margaret,” broke
to the shore, and it was arranged that Archie should ! from his quivering lips, and a flood of tears burst from
take them in the evening to fish—Margaret to steer,as . his eyes, for much as he deplored her loss, the horror
she was wont to do. They were much pleased with I of her untimely fate had still more told heavily upon
the intelligence of the old man, who freely entered : him. He had returned from India a short time before,
into conversation with them, and with Margaret, who ! and made a home in the city where his widowed sister
told thern where the rare plants and ferns were to be | resided. She was well known as a woman of deep
found ; and upon the following day she and the fisher- | picty and charitable deeds, and now much of her
man accompanied the strangers in & ramble up the glen | brother's wealth was at her disposal. She grieved over
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his saddened lifo, and tried to soothe him by her gentle
counsel, but his heart was crushed by his sorrow ; he
could not believo that it was not in cruelty—not in
wrath " that God had aflicted him. Fver present to
his inward sight was the form of his beloved wife with
her infant folded in her arms as he last saw heron the
deck of the homeward-bound vessel returning to her
native land ; since that all was a blank. Like one of
old he could only eay—*¢ All these things are against
me.”

A stranger was announced, and accompanied by a
lady in deep mourning entered tho library. He saw |
an expression of surprise pass across the face of the !
lady as she withdrew her veil and involuntarily looked
upon the only portrait in the room. The gentlem
soon told his tale, the facts of which were confirmed
by the lady, who was the minister’'s widow, and had
seen both mother and child when they were taken
from tho sea ; the artist’s sketch was produced, which |
bhore a striking likeness to the portrait of her mother ; |
the ring itself was to be a sufficient proof of their |
identity. Communication was made with Archie and
Elspeth Cameron, and the father and his child were
reunited. It was in vain that he offered another home
to the worthy couple ; much as they felt the parting
from the child they had loved and cherished so long,
their simple habits could not be changed, and they
clung with loving fondness to their island home.
They had trained this child for the Lord, and they
knew the Lord was calling her from them to place her

in another home where she would have duties to per-
form far greater than any that could be rendered in ;
their humble sphere.
It was Margaret's last evening in her island home ;
her father allowed her to spend it in the fisherman’s
cottage. She went out alone, visited her muthers
lowly grave, and passed onwards to her favourite walk
along the glun,  She rested herself upon the trunk of
a fallen tree, and looked earnestly upon the scane she !
was so soon to leave, the place which never again could
be her home. It was very dear to her, that lonely |
cottage by the sea ; there she had lived all her young |
life ; there she ha.d been cherished,—oh, with what |
tender care !—by those simple pious fnends who to :
her had been father and mother. She knew that she :
was leaving them to enter upon new scenes far differ- |
ent from those through which her childhood’s daysi
had been passed. How well she remembered the day i
and the hour when she cried to God and asked Him
to be her Father and her Friend, and her young heart
once more looked to Him in lovmg reverence and trust- !
ing faith. *‘1 will be Thy child; ok ! be Thou my
Father.” Solemnly did she devote herself to His
service ; she felt her faith strengthened, and her heart
at peace. She arose ; the sun had gone down behind
the mountsin ; a golden glory was upon both land and

| eye saw, it gave witness”

i him that had none to help him.”

" the dead arms of her mother :

sea, the air was soft and balmy, filled with the odour
of sweet-scented pines ;- she still lingered. All was
siient, even the little birds were still ; in the distance
might at times be heard therise and fall ¢f the tiny
waves, a8 they broke upon the shore ; a gentle breeze
stirred the tops of the trees, and the hum of a tired
wild bee passed by her as it was returning to its home
in the distant wood ; the silver stream sang to hera
parting farewell. The silence was very solemn, as one
by one stole out the stars in the darkening sky. A
sweet feeling of gratitude and thankfulness filled her
young heart as she whispered to herself, *“ The Lord
has been very gracious to me ; my whole life shall be
devoted to His service.”

Many years have passed since that night. Tlere in
all their grandeur atill rise the noble hills that adorn
this island; the deep and sombre glen is there mall
its unaltered beauty; the silver stream is still wander-
ing to the sca, tit emblem of our mortal life ; sweet
flowers are still blooming and shedding their fragrance
around : but the cottage is no longer there, no repre-
sentatives of the worthy fisherman and his wife are
living now. But is all gone ! has all passed away as a
nightly dream { Ah '.no ; good works and noble deeds
never die ! Far away from the island went that lovely
girl to shed her influence in another and far diferen,
home. Wealth was hers, and as years rolled on that
wealth was consecrated to God’s service in feeding the
hungry, clothing the destitute, spreading the truths of
the Gospel, and exemplifying in her life and character
its living power. Of her it might well be said, ¢ When
the ear heard, then it blessed ” her, and ‘“ when the
to her, because ** she
delivered the poor that cried, and the fatherless, and
Such was her life ;
very happy was she in her home ; an honoured wife,
a happy mother. Once only did she revisit that spot,
together with her hushand and children. With tears
of gratitude and joy did she point thein to the place
where she was rescued from the sea, and taken from
and then over again did
" ghe there tell them the simple story of her childhood’s
. years in the ¢ Lonely Cottage by the Sea-shore.”

! CLEMENT OF ALEXANDRI\ AND EPHRAEM
SYRUS A8 HYMNISTS.

BY FREDERICK 8. WILLIAMS.

Alexandria—now little more than a huge hotel and
port on the overland route—once sat proudly by the
| blue Mediterranean sea a quecen among the cities.
The stately buildings told how to Egyptian massiveness
had been added the luxury and chasteness of Grecian
art, while all around these palaces were gardens,
groves, alcoves, flowers, and statues. Foreigners
from every land thronged the streets, and spoke every



16

language of the then known world, from that of the
barbaric Goths from the Black Forest to thai of the
glossy negro slaves who basked in the sun in tho mar-
kot. By day the white quays on the beach, and by
night the blazing flame that gleamed from the Pharos
and tlung its beacon light far across the sea, bade
wolcome the tlests of the world, and the harbour of
Eunostus was crowded with countless masts-—from
that of the gaudily painted barge, to the ships which
were loading their many decks with costly manufac-
tures of linen, paper, and glass, with Oriental mer-
chandise, and with corn from the valley of the Nile
wiach lay beneath that ramnless sky in huge un-
sheltered heaps.

The city of Alexandria was the home not only of
merchants and men of money, but also of those who
ruled m the world of mind-—of historians, geometri-
cians, philosophers, and poets—until her intellectual
iniluence apon the age was almost supreme. And
though the Jew in his own land was not of very
hiterary taste, there were some in Alexandria who
caught the spirit of the city, and the children of
Abraham might be seen busy with the works of Plato
and Aristotle, and discussing subtle Greek theories,
Roman dogmas, and Oriental dreams of ethics and
philosephy.  But before the close of the first century
a mightier power than they had ever known was
working amonyg the people of the city —a power richer
than all their wealth, and wiser than all their wis-
dom—the gospel of Jesus Christ.  The philusophies
of Paganism and the prejudice and obstinacy of
Judaism came into fierce conflict with the new faith;
and persecution assailed the preachers of the Cross.
But within a hundred years from the resurrection of
our Lord, the Christians of Alexandria formed so im-
portant a proportion of the inhabitants, that, it is
said, they ** were as numerous as those who remained
attached to the indigenous superstitions.”

Fowards the close of the second century, and while
Alexandria was a centre of thought and life, the
shyhtest pulsation of which vibrated in a thousand
directions, there might be found in the city one who
seems to have been a merchantman, seeking goodly
pearls, until he found, at length, the pearl of great
price. ‘“He wandered restlessly from school to
school, seeking, it seems, not to become learned, but
to find truth; not content, as an intellectual curiosity-
hunter, to hoard up treasures of information, he
wanted some living truth to live upon.” Clement of
Alexandria was his name. Pantcnus was his teacher
in the truth of Christ, and when the master resigned
his office as head of the catechetical school at Alexan-
dria in order to go as a missionary to India, the pupil
succeeded to his post ; and here, amidst many labours
and trials, and while daily ‘ martyrs were burned,
beheaded, and crucitied before his eyes,” Clement

¢ Himn.”
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taught and wraote. And he was the earliva Christian
hymn-writer whoso name has come down to us.

We know but little of the particulars of the outer
history of Clement, but still he speaks to us by his
writings, and apeaks through us in our Sabbath wor-
ship. Wo seem at a glance to know much of the
heart that could thus utter itself on prayer : ** Prayer,”
he says, ‘“if I may speak so boldly, is intercourse with
God ; even if we do but lisp, cven though we silentiy
address God without opening our lips, yet we cry to
Him in the inmost vecesses of the heart, for God
always listens to the sincere direction of the heart to
He bids the Christian Lusband and wife con-
secrate each day by commencing it with reading the
Scriptures and prayer ; but he adds, “*that the Chris-
tian may pray in every place,” and *‘although he is
ever thinking on God m the little chamber of his
soul, and calling on his Father with silent aspiration,
God is near him, and with him, for he is still speak-
ing to God.”  And is there not a new joy, and some-
thing of protit, too, when in these days we cclebrate
the anniversaries of our Sabbath-schools, and tell how
¢ He shall gather the lambs with his arms,” that wo
are repeating the devout thoughts that filled the heart
of Clement of Alexavdria, seventeen hundred years
ago, a8 we join in the song 1 *—

Shepherd of tender youth,
Gudiog, in love and trath,
Through devious ways;

Christ, our triumph King,
We come Thy name to sing,

Aud lLere our childreo bring,
To shout Thy praise.

But we must now turn to another scene and another
name. The earliest triumphs won by the Christian
Church beyond the boundaries of Palestine, among
those who were ‘‘aliens from the commonweslth of
Israel,” centred around Antioch, the capital of Syria,
where the disciples were ¢ first called Christians.”
The position which that city occupied made it a place
of concourse for all classes and races of people, and it
was accounted, what Constantinople afterwards be-
came, ‘“The Gate of the East.” Here poets spent
their young days ; here generals died ; here emperors
were filled with admiration ; here Oriental supersti-
tion mingled with the vices of heathenism, and all
that was beautiful in art and nature was made the
minister of sin.

Such was the arena on which the gospel of Clirist
fought its first battles, and won its first spiritual vic-
tories among ‘‘strangers.” And from that Syrian
metropolis the work of God spread over the land, and
the saints were multiplied. Tradition assures us that
the Apostle Thomas founded the Christian Church at
Edessa. It is probable that here the Syriac transla-

* Congregationcl Hymn Book, No. 975.
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tion of the New Testament was prepared, and it is
cortaan it was used here lowards the close of the
sccond century—-the period at which Clement was
commencing his pubhic career at Alexandria. In this
region the ecclesiastical Syriac tongue, which is a
peculiar form of the Aramaic dialect, carly prevailed.
It is in this garb that Syriac Church literature ap-
peared, a large part of which, though it seems to be
written as prose, has been found by the learned to be
wetrical in form.

In the structure of the hymuody of the Syrian
Church, two forces came into play to which we have
already adverted. It is evident that, from an early
period, the psalter of the Old Testament was in use,
and it appears that about the middle of the third
century the Bishop of Antioch forbade the use of any
other sacred songs than the Psalms of David. This
prelate was Paul of Samasata, who sympathized with
the lieresy which afterwards took the name of Arius;
and thus, under the pretence of a love of antiquity, he
sought to silence those freer compositions which
dicectly discountenanced his own views.

Gradually, however, the stately hymnology of the
Hebrew Church had to enter into alliance with the
mwre free, varied, and popular rhyths familiar to the
ear of Greek and Latin converts ; and the best appli-
ances of heathen minstrelsy were not only made ser-
vants to the house of the Lurd, but were employed as
powerful engines of controversy for good or for ill.
In Syria, as elsewhere, says Dr. Burgess, Christians
‘“introduced into their practice whatever of national
customs, in relation to music, they found ready to
their hands,”

The first name connected with the metrical litera-
ture of Syria is that of Bardesancs, a Gnostic Chris-
tian, and a native of Edessa. He flovrished in the
second century, and wrote mnearly two hundred
hymns. He seems to have cultivated the art of ac-
commodating his opinions to those that were preva-
lent ; though, as Neander says, ‘‘ he could write from

honest conviction against many of the Gnostic sects |

then spreading in Syria. His own heresies, however,
he circulated far and wide by the use of metrical com-
position, in which he had great skill.” ¢ He thus

concealed,” said Ephracm, one of his successors in |

song, ‘‘ for the simple, the bitter with the sweet. For
the sickly do not prefer food which is wholesome.”

Harmonius, the son of Bardesanes, greatly im- |
proved the metrical compositions of Syria, introduc-
ing into them some of the results of his study of the
language and arts of Greece, and enriching them with !
new Grecian measures and melodies.

But the father of Syriac poetry was Ephraem Syrus,
deacon and monk of Mesopotamia, who flourishe
about the middle of the fourth ceniury. Twelve
thousand songs are said to have come from his pen—

songs in which he turned the weapons of heresy
against itself by fitting the hymns of orthodoxy to the
tunes of Bardesanes and Harmonius. And while the
productions of his predecessors have been nearly all
consigned to oblivion, his own survive, *‘an everlast-
ing monument of fine abilities consecrated to tha
service of God.”" This ¢ champion of Christ,” says an
anonymous Syriac writer, ‘‘the blessed Ephraem,
seeing that all men were led by music, rose up and
opposed the profane games and noisy dances of the
young people, and he stood like a father in the midst
of them, a spiritual harper,” and ‘‘ taught them odes
and scales and responses, and conveyed in the odes
intelligent sentiments, in a sententious form, until
the whole city was gathered to him, and the party of
the adversary was put to shame and defeated.”

Nor is this estimate overdrawn. The matcrials
which this good man wove into song were no mere
creations of the fancy. ‘¢ He knew,” says Dr. Bur-
gess, “‘ of no storehouse of facts and principles but the
Bible, and the very slight addition made to it by eccle-
siastical tradition. His God is the Jehovah of the
Old Testament, revealed in the person of Christ, in
connection with the personal existence of the Holy
Ghost ; his world of invisible and spiritual beings is
peopled with the cherubim and seraphun, the arch-
angels and angels, both bad and good, made known
by the inspired writers; his herves are saints and
martyrs, who triumphed over sin and death through
the indwelling power of the Redeemer.” But while
the fountain of which he ever drank was that of

**Silor’s brook that flowed

Fast by the oracle of God,”
still he chowed everywhere the creative energy of a
master-mind, though the translators have complained
of the exceeding difficulty of conveying the Doric
sonorousness and grace of the Syriac language into
another tongue.

The monastic life of Ephrarm appears to have
choked up no fountain of human kindliness in his
heart. His hymns ‘‘ breathe much of the fragranco
iof a home.” His hymns touch upon many and varied
| Christian themes. One tells of ““the death of a
nPresbyter, and how ‘‘the wings of supplication,
¢ which are swifter than air, and the pinions of angels
¢f whom thou hast been a companion,” should guide
the wanderer along the ‘“‘trodden pathway” to the
| * habitation of the living.” In another, he tenderly
| ! refers to the parting of the body and soul at death,
i and tells how the spirit cares little for aught bes\des
i the dear one from whom it is to be sundered ; and
'then, standing apart, addressed the now tgnantlesa
abode (the original, though not the translation, is
metrical) : —

“ Death bas dismissed me ;

Remain thou here in peace,
For I am going away.”
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Then the body roplics - ! empire, in order to its gradusl hat slower disintogra-
 Dopart thot in peace " tiom hy the separation of ane provineo after another.
O noul, tenderly loved * z In the mesnwhile, the Central Government, hy its

The Lord who hath fostered ns, "opposition to all healthful progress and the best aspira-
He will prooure onr debverance '

From tehonneh ' 5 tioms of the peaple, by the repression of all mdustry,

and an oppressive aystem of taxation that only makes
- the people poorer and move helpleas, 18 justifying its
early doom ns a necessity for the hest interests of
mankind.

Ho moralizes on the death of the heggar and thoe
prince, and tolla how cnch must Lo as lowly as the
other, and bida tho rich not contide in hia riches, for |
his possessions canuot deseend with him it the
grave, nor the comely i hus beauty, for it will fade in -
the tomb. He siugs the song of the morning, wii
how the evening brings relense to the world and its
toils; of the Sabbath as the day on which our Lord
aroso from the sepulchro, “with power and might,
and wuth the strength of a giant,” for which the
* Holy Church adorns herself,” and ho prays in song
for dofen  ugainat Satan.

But his thomes are more varied and more sweet

While these changes are in progress, weakening the
power and breaking down the pride of the adherents
ot Talam, and thus leading them to distrust the worth
of their system of faith, the Christian Church has not
been neglectful of its opportumity.  Vigorous cfforts
have been put forth to reform the decayed and covrupt
aysters of Christian faith, prevalent in the Turkish
cmpire, which have been a reproach to the Chris-
tian name, and have hindered any attempt to reach
than wo have timo to tell. It must content us merely the Mohamumedan p:.»pu!atinn. T'huugh thL'me Oﬂl‘fﬂ,s
to add, in the words of Chrysostom : **St. Ephraem have not succoeded in just the way that was ant.m-
was the wrouser of the slothful, the consoler of the pated, ?*et thuusnmlsuf the {ulhermts of the Armenian,
Nestorian, Greek, and Coptie Churches have been won

aftf’cted, the instructor of the youny, the guide of the . O . e
penitent ; an arrow and javelin against heretics, a ?” lllustm.to & purer fa.lth' in organized commm‘uf\os,
depository of virtues, and a habitation and resting- m cdnc:\'tmnul ontgrp.ns.e ® “f. overy gra de, and an 8
place of the Holy Spirit.” wxdgly cwc.ulutcd Christian literature, including t]}e
Scriptures in the sacred language of the Koran and in
. -”:* T the vernacular languages of the people. Hundreds of
THE P”‘HITI?_"} OF ISLAM. yunng men have been trained, or are now being
Hitherto but little direct Christian effort has been | trareed, in Christian colleges and seminaries, so a3 to
made on bebalf of the followers of Mohammed. The | be veady to preach the Gospel to Mohammedans when
instant and violent apposition awakened, and the cloge | the time comes for daiug so with impunity —and that
conneetion of religion with the state in all Moham- | time may not be far off.

medan countries, have stood in the way of such Of hardly less significance in this regard is the atten-
effort. The methods adupted have sometimes savoured | tion now given to the Koran on the part of scholars,
too much, perhaps, of the old traditional hatred of the | and the acquaintance with it thus secured to the Chris-
Turk, and have failed to recognize any possible com- | tian public. It is enough to mention the valuable
mon ground in the beliefs of Islam and of Christianity. | labours of Sir William Muir, and the translation of the

In the meantime great changes have occurred in the | Koran (Qu'-ran) by E. H. Palmer, in the Series of
relative position of the adherents of the two opposing . ** The Sacred Books of the East,' edited by Max
systems.  The political power of Islam has steadily | Muller. The last work leaves nothing to be desired
dectlined, and cannot much longer be the support of its | to one who would become thoroughly acquainted with
religious system.  The two are alike losing their hold | the Koran, and the circumstances attending its com-
on the popular mind, and such civilization as they have position.  The little volume of Sir William Muir,
hitherto developed and maintained becomes more and ! published by the Suciety for Promoting Christian
more corrupt and worthless, a8 a means of improving Knowledge, Londoen, having for its title ¢* The Coran,
the condition of its devotees. With the exception of | its Composition and Teaching, and the Testimony it
Central Africa, where a spirit of proselytism is still ae- | bears to the Holy Scriptures,” is of special interest at
tive, the political and intellectual forces of the so-called ; this time to thuse who are proposing to labour among
Western or Christian nations are steadily hemming in, ; Mohammedans. ¢ It presents a collection of the
and undermining the power of Islam, Even in China | whole evidence contained in the Koran, and from it
the late formidable Mohammedan rebellion was put . draws the conclusion that the Jewish and Christian
down, and thirty to forty millious of Mcohammedans ' Scriptures, as current in the age of Mahomet, were by
submit to the rule of the followers of Confucius. As | him held to be genuine and of Divine authority.” It
many more in India are subjects of the Christian Queen } is a remarkable fact that Mchanuned thus apeals to
of England, while the jealousy of European powers ! our Scriptures, attests their inspiration, and inculcates
only prevents the immediate dissolution of the Turkish . their observance. Sir William has brought together
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once hundred and thirty-one pasaages, giving the Arabic But this aspect presenta with it the signal of ur-
and the tranalation of the saine, to show the testimeny | gency, that Christian missiona keep pace with the
which the Komn thus offers to the authority of the ' advantages of Christian eivilization and empire. This
Holy Scriptures,  When we add to this testimony, !'heing accomplished, this aspect of Christendom in
scattorad through the Koran. the large number of | relation to other parta of the world, as the expanding
Biblical stories and incidents, and passages quoted ! illuminated dise to the dark and receding one, as that
with littlo change, it is ohvious that thero is thus a | of civilization to harbarism or savageism, as that of a
common ground on which to moet adherents of Islam. | living and progressive society to one dead and stag-
It is much that th~ Koran, dospite all its errors, incul- | nant, or effete and retrograde, augurs for Christianity
cates ¢ tho Divine unity, perfections, and all-pervading | a destinad universal triumph.
providence ; the existence of good angels as well as of Another augury within Christendom itself, the po-
Satan and the fallen angels; the immortality of the | litieal and moral leadership, the nscendency in the
soul; tho vesurrection and retribution of good and evil; | realms of thought and material force, attaching more
the sin of idolatry.” and more to Protestantism as coinpared with Roman-
We cannot but feel that there is a future before the | isw, assures the supremacy of the party of superior
millions that now accept of Islam, and that their wide- | light and liberty and profounder spiritual culture and
spread diffusion ia not without smine sublime purpose | faith, amid the deminrgic factors of the coming age.
in the economy of grace. Shall we not he as generous At the same time. contemporaneous with the aggres-
in denling with them as the founder of their system was | sive ascendency of Christian nations, is presented a
with Christians ! ** And contend not with the people of | progressive decay of faiths and philosophies of the
The Book but in a generous manner, excepting those | Pagan and Moliammedan world ; inasmuch as in many
of them who act wickedly ; and say, ‘ We believe in | portions of it the human mind is exhibited as a shrine
that which hath been revealed to us, and in that which ! forsaken of its deity, and waiting a new Avatar, or the
hath heen revealed to you; and your God and our | advent of a god. ‘To this aspect of the times attach
God is one.’ "—Missionary Herald. signals of intense missionary exigency and urgency,
lest, while we are slow, seven spirits worse than the
first enter into the vacant sanctuary.

THE OUTLOOK OF TIHE TIMES IN REFER- Another most auspicious aspect of the times is the
ENCE TO THE PROGRESS OF appearance, simultaneously with this decay of false
CHRISTIANITY * rehgmns of a sun-burst of missionary spirit and enter-
—- prise among Christian nations, not surpassed since
An aspect in the outlook of the present, of | the age of the apostles ; exploring wild continents,
auspicious as well as profound signiticance, and exhibit- | seeking out lost isles of the ocean, pioneering or fol-
ing a decided trend of the world toward Christian | lowing the track of colonization or commerce, and
civilization if not Christian faith, is the attitude of | kindling new centres radiant of Christian faith and
Christendom as the ascendent historic power compared | civilization through the dark fields of the world.
with Paganism, or Mohammedanism, and as ungues- All these aspects of the times evidently look toward
tionably the dominant factor of the world’s future. The ; some great event in the kingdom »f God, in the not
new forces thrown into the life of the world and so | distant future. For it the whole creation waits. Tt
vastly accelerating its movements are ull the gifts of | is a period of vast preparation and expectancy, like
Christian civilization and the present equipment of | the half-hour’s Apocalyptic pause in heaven on the
Christian nations ; insomuch that such nations seem, ; opening of the seventh seal. Preparation and arrange-
compared with others, a superior race, and are recog- | ment for some continuous, simultaneous impulse
nized and accepted by them as the lords of human ,through the earth seem well-nigh completed. The
affairs. This decided preéminence of Christendom in | lines laid, connections and combinations established,
arts, arms, literature, wealth, and empire, indicates a | the chain work of electric conduction complete in its
trend not only to some new and more rapid movement, } links, there waits only the celestial flash, the fire from
but also one in a given direction, that of Christian ! heaven. Like the city of mechanism, a department in
civilization. It is the sign, put on Christianity, of ‘ the centennial exposition at Philadelphia, silent and
God, before the nations, as the religior of light and | moveless around the grand Corliss engine, also silent
life, and the creator of superior culture and empire ; | and moveless, hand, wheel, and cog, all adjusted,
and assuring to it, if faithful to the demands of the ! waiting a single touch to a single spring or lever to
hour, the dominion of the faith of the world in the ! start the whole to one vast, simultaneous, mighty life ;
coming cycle. ! so pow the world, with its preparation, seems waiting
* An extract from an Address dehvered by Dr Post at the the access of the Spirit’s power prt)mlsed to the prayers
late Annual Mectingof The A.B.C.F. M of the people of God.
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Meantime-—another aspect of the times—hacic is a
tremendous agitation of the world under the impact of
the new and mighty forces thrown into its life, and the
disintegration of old forms, and the aroused, cunscious
antagonism of principles that have been sleeping for
ages, side by side, unconscious of each other.
agitation hastens crystallization. Chaos must soon
come to order.  What stamp and form shall it bear?

The valley of dry bones seen by the Hebrew seer is
before us, bone gathered to its fellow bone, articulated,
organized, clothed with tendon and tissue, waiting
only the breath of Gud to start them to life, an exceed-
ing great army. That breath it is ours to invoke,
night and day. Nor are we without tokens of its pre-
sence. The Spirit of God, if the Church is ready to
receive it, seems ready to inaugurate the especial
spiritual cra prophesied for the Church in the latter
days. Never since the day of Pentecust have there
been more abundant indications of the rcadiness of
the Divine Spirit to clothe the Word with power than
in these times. Signals of urgency to faithrus prayer
and faithful work effectuating it thicken over this
aspect of the hour.

CHANGES WRGUGHT BY THE GOSPEL IN
THE FI1JI ISLANDS.

FROM MIS8 CORDON CUMMING'S ‘' AT HOME IN FUL"

trange indeed 1s the change that has come over
these isles since first Messrs. Cragill and Cross, Wes-

leyan missionaries, landed here in the year 1835, re- |

solved at the hazard of their lives to bring the light
of Christianity to these ferocious cannibals.  Imagine
the faith and courage of the two white men, without
any visible protection, landing in the midst of these

bloodthirsty hordes, whose unknown language they ;
had in the first instance to master, aud day after day |

witnessing such scenes as chill one's blood even to
hear about. Many such have been described to me
by eye-witnesses.

Slow and disheartening was their labour for many
years, yet so well has that little leaven worked that,
with the exception of the Kai Tholos, the wild high-
landers, who still hold out in their mountain fast-
nesses, the eighty inhabited isles have all abjured can-
nibalism and other frightful customs, and have lotued
(i. e. embraced Christianity) in such good earnest as
may well put to shame many more civilized nations.

I often wish that some of the cavillers who are for
ever sneering at Christian missions could see some-
thing of their results in thesc isles. But first they
would have to recall the Fiji of ten years ago, when
every man's hand was against his neighbour, and the
land had no rest from barbarous inter-tribal wars, in
which the foe, without respect of age or sex, were

The |

ll looked upon only in the light of so much beef ; the
prisoners deliberately fattened for the slaughter ; dead
bodies dug up that had been buried ten or twelve
days, and could only be cooked in the form of pud-
dings ; limbs cut off from living men and women, and
cooked and eaten in presence of the victim, who had
l previously been compelled to dig the oven and cut the
tirewood for the purpose ; and this is not only in time
of war, when such atrocity might be deemed less in-
excusable, but in time of peace, to gratify the caprice
of appetite of the moment.

Think of the sick buried alive ; the array of widows
who were deliberately strangled on the death of any
great man ; the hving victims whoe were buried beside
every post of a chief's new house, and must needs
stand clasping it while the earth was gradually heaped
over their devoted heads; or those who were bound
hand and foot, and laid on the ground to act as rollers,
when a chief launched a new canoe, and thus doomed
te a death of excruciating agony ; a time when there
was not the slightest security for life or property, and
no man knew how quickly his own hour of doom
might come ; when whole villages were depopulated
simply to supply their neighbours with fresh meat !

Just think of all this, and of the change that has
! been wrought, and then just imagine white men who
can sneer at missivnary work in the way they do.
Now you may pass from isle to isle, certain every-
where to find the same cordial reception by kindly
men and women. Every village in the cighty in-
i habited isles has built for itself a tidy church, and a
good house for its teacher or native minister, for
- whom the village also provides foud and clothing.
" Can you realize that there are nine hundred Wesleyan
churches in Fiji, at every one of which the frequent
services are crowded by devout congregations; that
the schools are well attended, and that the tirst scund
wiich greets your car at dawn, and the last at night,

i
i
“is that of hymmn-singing and most fervent worship,
| rising from each dwelling at the hour of family prayer ?
i What these people may become after much contact
! with the common run of white men we cannot, of
i course, teil, though we may unhappily guess. At
: present they are a body of simple and devout Chris-
‘ tians, full of deepest reverence for thicir teachers and
" the message they bring, and only anxious to yield all
| obedience.

Of course there are a number of white men here, as
' in other countries, who (themselves not caring one
i straw about any religion) declare that Christianity in
i these isles is merely nominal, adopted as a matter of
| expediency, and that half the people are still heathen
at heart. Even were this true (and all outward signs
i go to disprove it), I wonder what such cavillers expect.
. I wonder if they know by what gradual steps our vwn
. British ancestors yielded to the Light, and for how
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many centuries idolatrous customs contimmued to pre-
vail m our own isles ! Yet here all traces of idolatry
are utterly swept away.—Missionary Herald,

Durnixe the last forty years 120 missionaries have !
f1llen victims to the elimate of the west coast of Africa; |
but the converts to Christianity number over 30,000, |

Tue Fiji islanders, who within half a century were '
The!
population is 120,000, of whom the Governor reports |

:

swages, give £15,000 a year to religious objects.

that 102,000 are regular worshippers in the churches.

Tue increase in the number of native workers i’
connectiont with the nussions of the Londun Mission-
ary Society is given as follows :—Native ordained pas-

tors in 1870, 106 ; in 1880, 371; native preachers in
1870, 1,644 ; in 1880, 4,529

IT is now six years since the Free Church of Scot-

land set about establishing the Livingstonia Mission

Settlement in Eastern Africa, as a memorial of Dr.
Livingtone. A sum of £21,00'5 has been expended,
and not only has the gospel been preached to the

uatives on the shores of Lake Nyassa, but an effectual |

check has been put on the slave trade. Within the

past year, eight new m'ssionaries have joined Bishop

Steers, of Central Africa, including a senior student of
Christ Church and six other graduates of Oxford or
Cambridge.

It is now seventy years since the first Hindoo bap-
tism by Dr. Carey. There are in India, Burmah and
Ceylon 500,000 persons of the native population pro-
fessing themselves Christians. It is reported that
ubout one-fifth of the subjects of the Maharajah of
Travancore, Southern India, are nominal Christians !
belunging to various denominations. In Tinnevilly,
the adjoining district, the forty members of the
Christian Church, one hundred years ago, have in-
creased to 97,603, not including those who have died !
during the century. Mr. Clough, Baptist xmsswnary
at Ongolc, India, reports 2,753 baptized in 1880, in
connection with the Ongole nussion, established in .
1866.

NEWS OF THE CHURCHES.

U~tonviLe, under Bro. Ebbs, is spiritually growing, '

and 847.50 was collected by the hittle church there—an
average of 81.83 per member. Would that every
Church gave such a record !

MisstoNarY MEETINGs. —Unionville, Stouffville and
Manilla were visited by Messrs. Powis, Ebbs and
Kinmouth.  Messrs. Ebbs and Kinmouth exchanged
iulpits on the previous Sabbath, Dec. 4th, with great
aceeptance to the churches.
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SovTH CaLEpoN. —The roads extremely bad and the
might dark and stormy, which gave us a small conzre-
I'gation.

Maxniei 4 still pastorless; grateful that they were
{ remembered by the deputation.  Collection, &3 90.
May an under shepherd soon appear !

|
|
[
|

NewMarker. —The attendance,
»not without encouragement.

though small, was
We are happy to report
Deacon Millard as recovering from a severe tliness,
and the hittle band gathering beart.

GeokceTowN, -—-The evening dark and wet, yet the
_attendance was good and the meeting spirited.  Col-
lections lirge, and given with a good will.  This con-
gregation has suffered much from removals during the
last two years ; yet all tinancial inatters progress in a
manner highly complimentary to the church.

StovrrviLLk had a very stormy night, which com-
| pelled friends away. Under Mr. Kinmouth the cause
is growing, pastor and people united. The missionary
i collection was 817.30, of which $14 was collected in
! the Sunday school. Right. Bro. Kinmouth ; tramn
i and interest the young, and our churches may look
hopefully to the future.

WesTery Toroxto, —The sixth anniversary of this
church was held Nov. 27th by special services morn-
ing and evening, whilst the Sabbath school in the
afternoon shared in the celebration. The young are
! rallying round their pastor, and our brother, Mr. Me-
| Gregor, is receiving many encouraging tokens of
I success, among which we may note a handsome easy
}. chair presented by the youth of the church a3 a mark
| uf regard to their pastor.

Cutrren Hitn.—The attendance at this church was
good. Contributions not all gathered in. The fol-
lawing regarding these last two stations has been
i delayed :—Mr. Alcibiades Kaye (late of Owens College
t and the Lancashire Independent College, Manchester,

England) was ordained at Union Congregational
{Church Caledon, Ont., on the 3lst October, 1881.
: The Rev. F. Wrigley, of Alton, gave the address on

Congregational principles : the Rev. Jus. Griffith, of
{ Hamilton, the charge to the Pastor ; and the Rev.
| Jos. Mosworth, Georgetown, the sermon to the church
and congregation. We have much pleasure in not-
ing this fact and recording our esteem for our brother,
~and in stating that already encouraging tokens of a
successful pastorate are appearing. Our best sympa-
thies and prayers for church and pastor.

{
i
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WixyrpeG. —The people of Winnipey are gond to
their pastors. At the close of a largely attended
prayer meeting of the First Congregational church in
the O Fellows Hall, Dec. 14th, Mr. D. D. Foster, on
behalf ot the Sunday school and Bible class, presented
the paster of the congregation, Rev. J. B. Silcex, with
a coat and mitts of the finest Persian lamb.  Mr. Hc,ct« T
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Mebeant, on behalf of the mewbera of the church and
comgregation, presented the pastar’s wife with an
envelope contammy the handacte aum of §W0. Ta
complete the surprise, a tastofal writing desk, costing
MWh, wan sent hy friends and placedt m the paator'sa
study.  Addresses necompany ing the giftaapoke of the
high eateem in whieh the pastor and hus wife wore held,
and Mr. Rileoxn vesponded, expresamy s gratitude for
this unerpected evidence of theiv regd.

vALL e

I'm ouly an engine driver,
That works on the hoe of twil:
Without ¢'en a mother or mister,
Or wife, my tot to bewail.
It's not very hively to tlunk of,
But 1 have a senutive nund ;
At Jeast, that 1a for a driver,
A thing you may not oft ind.

1t's not very pleaeant to fanay,
iach day you mey diive to death,
And vet that'z the case with us drivers,
Nafe nether in hmb nor breath.
1've had {riends on many an engine,
Who diad 1n red blood on the line;
Crushed like & dog—and 'm thinking,
One day the same end will b wine,

id | ever hiave a fond mother?
Well, stranger, [ ust thwk I had;
But “twas years ago i the far off,
When [ was & roving young iad.
Don't laugh !-—1 loved wmy good mother—
N0, 10, 1t wasn't a tear
1 droppad trom my amoky eyelide!
Do you want to hear me swear?

1 nusad to, and that in earvest,
Rat that's some time age :
I've got 0 be scmewhat religioue,
A respectable driver now.
It's praving, I s'pose: for our parson
Sare that it's right to pray :
There's room for us driversin heaven,
Last night 1 heard him say.

*Taint often I go to chureh,
For us chaps amnt got ne time ;

From moming to nght we're driving,
Along thia old smoky Line.

But 1 went, and felt vary funay,
A dreadful sinuer. I guess,

And Dve prayed that 1 might be religious.
Tho' I waar but a driver's dress.

Well, there, I must turn on steam;
A dnver's no time to love;
The whistle's the word to us chaps,
And ‘tant for curselves to choose.
So pash op, oy hearts—1 love
To hear her shrek 1 her fight;
It's only the signal that stops us,
And pow the signal's ** Al Right.”

—W. Bormets.
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FAITH CURK,

There oceur from time (o tune instances of rowark-
able cuvor i answer to prayer.  They seom like mir-
aclea.  Ferends aro overjoyed.  Beliovers are encour-
agertl. U The e of niracles is roturning.” Scioneo
woaceptical and attnibutes the resalt to ** vitality,” to
Cpatuare,” to some uanknowu caune.

But are there not many ** fuith-curen ' {  Are there
not real anawars to peayer in healings of bady and
soul, for which the Lord gots no eredit !

A young man goos deep mto husiness,

'; Ditlicultion
i aviae, He puts forth all his energies.  Ho carries o
I

; heavy load. He mutfors s terriblo strain. He sees
tumelf on the betnk of atter ingnesl ruin, - Aud at
" the crisim of un fate his health begine to fail — In his
“distress he ealls on the Lord,  Belioving friends alao
- pray for hune Huwatrength iscontinued.  Ho trivimpha
¢ overobstacles. Hofights hia way through. He boyins to
. rise. With prosperity, health returns.  He recovers his
. old buoyancy andvigour. Hemay thinkgratefully *“The
i Lord heard my cry,” or ho may say, < My high hand
Sand not the Lord hath done this.”  Tho world may
fpraise hun.  And the idea that faith had anything to
“dowith the reault may seem to many quite unaciontitic.
Rut there may be hearts near kint that know better.
. There may be those wha had boliness by the blood of
- Josus to anter into the holicat and wrostls for hiw, and

wha obtained the blessing.  They will always believe
" that it was a *‘ faithi-cure.”  Qod be praised that such
" faith-cures are more common than we think.

The light of eternity will show » profound moeaning

in those wards of Jesus, ¢ Every one that asketh re-

" cetveth,” — Charles Beccher.

STRAICHT BY THE CROSS.

A short distance from where the writer lives there
" are the remains of a stone cross, which was set up
. more than five hundred years ago, to keep in wmemory
. & great hattle which was fought on the neighbouring
hulls, and which resulted in a great victory for the
~ English forces. Tt stands by the road-side, near the
parting of two ways ; and besides commemorating the
" victory, it serves the purpose of pointing out the way
to certain places heyoud. It is not uncommon, there-
fore, when people ask the way to these places, to say,
*** You must first get to the cross, and then go straight
ton.

That is just what we have to Jdo spiritually. Itisa
crucitied Redeemer to whom we are to come. Tt isby
a crucitied Redeemer we come to God. We come by
. the new and living way which Christ had consecrated

with His own blood. Christ by His death has opened
the kingdom of God to all believers.

But there isa way we have to tread after we are

, recunaled by Christ's death. 'We have to go straight
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i
on from thoeroan.  We have to trond in Christ's steps.  tinollod by those stupendoun royal towbs, the Pyrm.
He loft. us an example that we should do so.
have to walk even an He walkod.
lowers of Him.
abedioncn

Wao § mids.  Whero else have such proparations heen mada
Wa are 1o bo fol- ¢ for the finnl rost. of the dosd an e thas great campo
The way Ho trod was the way of U sunta of the sneient smpire |

the way of subwinsion ‘l Though rmngled with much that was nave and wn
doing. 1t was the way of dependonee on God and of | torml, how vivid were the conceptions of that ancient
followship with Tlin.  This s the way wo must trend | peopla concerning the future warld ! They heliovid
in all the circumstances m which wo nre placed, i all | this hie hut an epmode i an oternal existonce. Death
the relationsliips and callings in which wo find our- | to thom was *ho ronl hfe, only ovil apinta being spoken

the way of well

selvos.

How would Christ have acted in our placo? How
Ao his procepts require us to act ¥ Wao may sometimes
bo perplexed, for though the precopts are plnin, their
application to particular cases 18 not always sungpla.

Bat if guidance be truly sought, the seckor will hoar

a ‘“voice " behnd him snyimg, “Thia is the way, walk

yemit.”  ““Unto tho upright there armoth light in
darknoss.”

But the way which leadeth unty lifo in a narvow way
—a way of tribulation. It is the way of crucitixion
to the warld.  Christ says that if any man will follow
Him, he must deny hnusolf, nnd tako up his cross daily.
You will find evil remaining in your own hoearts to the
ond, and you will meet in the world with temptations
which will require, if you are to overcome thom,
many & hard strugglo. But you must not faint or
grow weary in tho way. Christ will be with you and
help you. His grace mnkes His yoke, which He sum-
mons you to take upon you, easy, is burden light,
and then the end and reward will be life in tho prosence
of Christ in glory.

Two promises, one spoken by the lips of the Lord
Jesus Christ Himsolf, and the other by His servant
and apostle Paul, assure us of this: ‘‘1f any man
sorve Me, let him follow Me; and where I am, there
shall also My servant be.”  ““God will render to every
man according to his deeds ; to them who by patient
continuation in well-doing seek for glory and honour
and immorality, eternal life.”’— Friendly Greetings.

THE EGYPTIAN IDEA OF IMMORTALITY.

The following curious theory of life after death,
which influenced the ancient Egyptians in the con-
struction of their tombas. is taken from an illustrated
paper on ¢‘ Oriental and Early Greck Sculpture,” by
Mrs. Lucy M. Mitchell, in the January Century :

In Egypt, from the very carliest time, the tomb was
of the greatest significance for sculpture. Of temple
ruins on the Nile, from that hoariest past between the
Firat and Eleventh Dynasties, there is scarcely a trace.
How vivid the witness borne to the sepulchral art on
the plains of Memphis, the capital of oldest Egypt !
Along the margin of the desert stretches the vast Ne-

cropolis, with a hidden population of statues, sen- :

} of as doad.
C
, living.

The coffin wan called the “ chent of the
But to the ancient Egyptian the wnmortal
"part, evon after death, was in gome mysterions way
i dependont for its sontented existonce upon the pre-
sorvation of the baey ; honce the unportance of en-
balining, the care takon to keep the body as hfe-like
as posmble and secure from harm during the long
poriad of the soul's probation. The ' eternal dwell-
ings,” hown in the sulid rock, high ahove the floods,
wore in strong contrast to the abodes of the hving,
built within rench of the swelling Nile, and of which
scarcoly a vestige remainas.

The nassive chamber of this tomb where hes the
mumnmy is pictureless, and its entrance is closed by
solid masonry.  From it a shaft leads up, which was
at many places thirty metres deep, and was hilled with
s denso masa of earth and stone, making more mvio-
late the muminy's rest.  Over the concealed entrance
of this shaft thers rises that other essential part of the
tinnb, the sacred chapel (mastaba), of equally sohd
construction.

In a dark recess (sorddb), aside from this chapel, are
found many statues walled up. These are usually
twenty or more in number, and represent the de-
coased with greut diversity. To what purposes are
they herei Singular beliefs, prevalent among the
Egyptians and read fyoin the hieroglyphice by Maspero,
furnish us the key to this problem.

An immortal second-self, ka, somewhat resembling
the *“ aidolon ” of the Greeks and the shade of the Ro-
mans, was believed to spring into being with every
mortal, grow with his growth, and accompany him
after death. So close was the relationship of this
strange double Aa to man’s proper being, that it was of
the greatest imzortance to provide it with a material
!'and imperishable body which it should occupy after
! death, sharing with the mummy the security of the
| “eternal dwelling.” It was helicved that the shade
| ka could come out of this statue and perambulate
! among men in true ghostly fashion, returning to it at
'will. The stony budy for the dead man’s ka was na-
‘ turally made in his exact likeness, and also bore an
‘iinscription stating his name and qualities. But a
|

single statue might perish, and future happiness be
- thus forfeited. Hence that most unique feature of
. Egyptian statutary, the multiplication of the portraits
of the deceased in his tumb.
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Waternational Hunday Sraool Lessous,

In commeremy the Sunday School Lessons for

word or two of explanation.

allowed by the editor, but that has been excoeded somowhat) has compelled condensation of t

Tur Inperevoeyt, the writer would desire to make s

The ueeessity of ocenpying but a limited spaco (one column for each lesson was

wught to the

utmost.  The sketeh is but a skeleton, and at is for the teacher to clothe it with living flesh. The writer,

from his long practical knowledyo of the work, is sure

a very full lesson. It 18 recomme

through the portion in order ; and that the ** Goneral Lessons,’
If the teacher wishes othor references they can bo found, but experienco t. aches that, as a rule,
It is intended to give the first lesson of the fullowing month in each

up of all.
two or three to a subject are sufficient.

that ench skoteh contains material, if rightly used, for

aded that the * Incidental Lessons™ be introduced in their place, going

* with the scriptural references, be the summing

number, so that overy lesson will be in hand in good time.

Mark i,

Tan. 1,
13,

a5} THE BECINNING OF THE GOSPEL. |

GoLbEN Texr.—* Bashold, I will send My mes-
senger, and he shall prepare the way before |
Me."—Mal. ui. 1. l

Time.—About A.D, 26, reckoning the birth of Christ
as four years before A.D. 1.

Puack. —Wilderaess of Judea, west of the Dead Sea, near
the Jordan. The baptism of Christ hkely took place at
Bethabara, higher up the Jordan.

PARALLEL READINGS—Of John, Matt. iii. 1-12, Luke iii.
5-18. See also John i. 6-35. Temptation of Jesus, Matt.
iv. 1-11.  Luke iv. 1-10.

HINTS 1O TEACHERS.

Central Thought.—* Beginning”: There had been a
beginmg 1n the counsels of God—a beginning in Paradise
when the Gospel was first preached to the sinning pair.
This is the beginaing of the manifestation of God's purpose
and love.

Dangers.—Donot spend much time talking about John's
appearaace, dress, foyd, or how all the people of the land
were ot cou d be baptised by him ; your business is with the
message of [ thn—what he has % say about Christ.

What to Teach.—That this ‘‘beginning of the Gospel"
is the oae all imporrant eveat in the world s history : that
every human bzing to the latest son of Adam has an interest
in it. That it was in the *‘fulness of time,” the tims and
circumstances to which all the prophecies pointed, Christ
came. That John was the promised messenger before the
face of the Saviour, and that his preaching all pointed to
Jesus. That ths temptation of Christ proved His fitness for
the work 3 * He was without sin,” and assures us of his:
sympahy, seeing that He was “*in all points tempted like as
we are.”

You wili find in the lessons for this year frcm Mark, which
are so full, packed with facts, incidents, lessous, etc., that it
is more than ever necessary to do what should always be done |
—have a cleady marked line of teaching and thought.  You |
koow your class, or ought todo, and the mental and spiritual |
food that will suit them. You should best decide what to :
give—do it conscientiously, prayerfuily, and with a sense of |
responsibility. H

How to Teach.—Fill your own mind full of the Old |
Testament promises of a Saviour, then get your class to give |
out such as they can remember, One of our recent lessons—
Balaax—contains a striking prophecy. Then draw from

i
i
|

them briefly the circumstances of the birth and early days of
Jesus, as told 1n Matthew and Luke. To fix [ohn in the

. munds of your scholars read the first lesson of 1881, *‘Zxch-

arias and Elizabeth,” Then pass on to the lessen portion.
You have spoken enough of the messeager—speak of the
message. It was acal/ to preparation for the coming of
Christ ; it was a cal/ to repentance, that sins might be for-
given ; it was a call to Jesus, to the one *‘mightier” than
Joha, He who should baptize ** with the Holy Ghost.” Upon
the baptism of Jesus and the Temptation, subjects each re.
quiriag a lesson apart, you will not bave time to s1y much.
You may shew by a few verses of other Gospels the facts of
each event; get your class to tell you these if possible. If
not too young, get their 1deas as to why Christ was bipuized,
and why He suffered the terrible temptation in the wilderness,
referring them to Matt. ii. 1§; Heb. iii. 17-18 ; iv. 15.

Explanation.—(Ver. 1) * Gospel,” good news, glad
tidings, good-spell, ** Jesus,” Saviour, ** Christ,” anoint.d.
(2) ““In the prophets,” R the prophet Isawh—from two
prophets, Isaiah xl. 3; Mal iii. 1. (3) Prepare,” as in
ancient times, when roads were poor and few, a messenger
went before kings to prepare their way. (4) *‘ The baptism *
—omit the arucle ; ** baptism of repentance ’—a cercmony
professing a change of mind, and & desire to be cleansed
from sin. (5) * All the land "—see Matt. iii. 7. Lukeiii.
7-12—there was an universal expectation of the coming one.
(6) ‘* Camel's hair’—not the skin ; short garment woven
of the coarse hair, would keep out heat, cold and rain ; so
Elijah. (7) * Latchet,” the thong by which the sandal was
fastened to the foot ; so our shoe Zace. Note John’s humility,
it was the work of a slave. (9} ** Nazareth,” his home
until now, not mentioned in Old Testameat, 70 miles north
of Jerusalem. (11)** In whom,” R * in thee.” (12) ** Dri-
veth,” an irresistible impulse, Matt.iv. 1, Lukeiv. 1, each
say “led.” (3) “Satan,” Lit. “the Satan ;" Heb.
adversary ; so devil, Greek, accuser.  * Wiii beasts” were
found there in those days—the temptation of terror.

Running Lessons.—The most glorious * good news ”
ever proclaimed the coming of Jesus.

That great as John was, he was greater in being the
servant of Christ.

That the disciples of Jesus, like their Master, must make
a public profession of their faith.

That God's approval comes to us in the path of duty.

That resisted temptation will be followed by Dblessing
from heaven.

General Lessons.—The Gospel of Jesus is for all, John
iii. 16; xii. 32; Rom. v. 6, 8, 18; Heb. ii. 9.

Tt is the duty of all to pro:laim Jesus, Mark xvi. 15; so
Philip and Audrew, Jobn i. 41, 45 ; so the dispossessed of the
devil, Mark v. 25.
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A change of hfe must follow a change of heart, Luke 1.
74753 Titus i w1125 Collw o, 2.

Like thewr Master, the followers of Jesus must expect -
temptation, James i. 2 t Petect 65 Rom . 3; Heb. xu.
33-39.

Norg -Wh=rever the letter ® occurs in thic type, it refers to the |
Revised New I'estam=nt. i
)

} JESUS IN GALILEE.
GoLneN Texr.—‘“The people that welked io

darkness have seen a great light."—[sa. ix. 2.

TiMe --About a vear! ter than last Izsson, at the end of *
ficst or begianing of se:oad yeao of Chist’s ministey. !

Jan. 8,

Mark i
1882, {

14-48.

PrAcE. —Glilee, by the sea —~Capernaum on the Sabbath.

Pararien —Vso rg-15. Maw. iv. 17, Luke iv. 14-15.
Vs. 16-20.  Matt. iv. 18-22, Lake v. 10-11. Vs 21.27.
Luke iv. 31-37.

HINTS TO TEACHERS.

Daangers. -~ Talking too much about John and the cir- |
cumstances of his impisonment.  About the disaples being
fishermen, how th:y tished, what they caught, style of their
boats, ete.  Any elaborate discussion a, to the real site of*,
Capernaum, '

Central Thought.—Christ's power over men and
spirnts, .

What to Teach —The coming of Jesus was in the ful- |

ness of tune—that to receive Hun there must be repentance |
and faith  The first fruits of Hhis coming is the turning to |
Him of those who are constramn=d by ilis word ; the recog- '
nition of Him and the greeungto Ilis authority by God's :
sputits, with the woader and popularity which his teachings |
and miracle excited. i

How to Teach.—Give the shortest possible reference |
to the imprisonment of John—in the lesson portion it oc- ;
cupies about one-thirticth part of the whole—don't give |
more of your teaching-time to it in proportion. Then dweil :
©on the subject of Chnst’s teaching. The first upon which
he dwells—* the time," **the kingdom,” and the lessons
he founds thereon, “repent,” “'believe.” You will then !
be able to brinyz out very clearly the duty of obedience to
the commands of Christ, even when they involve personal
sacrific-, and a leaviag of friends and kindred, as shewn in .
the actions of the pair of brothers, Andrew and Peter, James
and John. Note that this was not the first time that two of |
the disciples, at least, had met with Jesus (see John 1. 35-42),
and doubiess the others also.  Point to the significance of |
this first recorded muracle of Mark. Between the seed of
the woman and the serpent there can be only enmity (Gen.
iil. 15). It is the triumphant beginning of the conflict that !
is to crush the head of the serpent.  Shew that in his words
are authornity ; he had the right to command ; and power,
he could enforce his authonity.  Place yourseif, and en- '
deavour to place your class in the position of the hearers of !
thess teachings and the beholders of this miracle, and get
from them what would have been their thoughts; you can
then easily pass on to what should be their present thoughts
and feelings towards Hlim whose teachings and miracles
they know so much more fully than did those Galileans.

Notes and Comments.—Ver. 14. Jesus had before
this visited Jerusalem, but his ministry in Gahlee did not
commence till John was in prison.

Ver. 15. ** Tim+-fulflled,” predicted, expected. * King- |
dom of,” Matthew, ‘“heaven,” Mark and Luke, “‘God " .
—same meaning.

Ver. 16. S:a of Galilee, so named from province on west
side; other names, Sea of Tiberias, Lake of Galilee. '

i

:
+ “ Sunon,
“support the fdea that he furnished much of the information.

© ““sensational ;"

- unclean spurit, but his preaching had disturbed it,

13).
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" gontraction of Simeon.  The references to Feter

Ver. 17. Thew worldly occupation would enable them to

" understand aad it them {or their spiritual work.

Ver, 18. The ticst brothers were preparing to cast; these

. had finished their haul and were mendng their nets.

Ver. 20. So then Zebedee was a man of means, and they

* could leave him thus without flicting injury upon him.

True religion does not interfere with duty to parents,

Ver. z1. **Straightway,” so the Master, so the disciples.
Christ was straitened to accomplish His work (Luke xin 50).

Ver. 22. Dufferent preaching to their accustomed ; rather
not what Rabbi this and that aught, but
**with authonty " (Matt. vii. 29).

Ver. 23. Under the influence of Lit. 12 * an unclean
spiat.”  One sin is unclean.

Ver. 24 No word of Christ had heen spoken to the
All that
the devil wants is to be let alone, left in possession.  They
recognized and fclt the power of jesus (Acts xvi. 17§ xix.
“ Holy one,” opposite to me.  Emphasize the con-
cealed designation of the Messiah (John vi. 69.)

Ver. 25. Somewhat like **beast be muzzled.” Christ
had no parley with demuns, His kingdom does not want
their help.

Ver. 25. The demon did its worst (see chap. ix. 26, Luke
ix. 42), but came out, deliverance, hiberty.

Ver. 27. ¢ New doctrine,” *“ authonty.” They thought that
as there was a ne« power there must be a new revelation.

Ver. 28. Through all Galilee and beyond its boundaries.

Incidental Lessons.—That Christ wants active men

i and women ; laziness 1s not the stuff out of which He makes

His workers.

That he who follows Christ loses nothing, though he
forsakes all.

That Christ honoured the Sabbath and public worship.

That we, like the demon, may know Christ as the loly
One, and yet know Him not as our Saviour.

That we, hke the people of Capernaum, may be

i ‘“amazed,” and question concerning Chusi, yet may never

receive Him.

Capernaum, the after home of Jesus, so highly favoured,
did not receive the Gospel, and the ternble prediction (Miatt.
xi. 23-24) has been fultilled to the letter. Let us beware.

General Lessons.—It is our duty to fo'low Christ
aud work for tlim (Maw. x, 37-38; John v. 17, viii. 123
Eph, v. 1).

Chrnist came into the world to destroy the works of the
devil (Luke x. 18 ; Heb. ii. 14; I Johniii. 8).

Deliverance from the power of the evil one is only
through and by Jesus Christ (I{eb. n. 14, 15, 17; 1 Cor.
xv. §7; Rom. viu. 2; Col. i. 12-14).

I Marki

PO4ER TO HEAL. [tk

GOLDEN TEXT.—“I am the Lord that healeth
thee.”—Ex. xv. 26.

TiME.—Vs. 29-38. Immediately aftsr the last lesson
(39-45). covering two months later probably.

Pracie,—Sull Galilee.
PARALLEL.—Vs. 29-34.
38-41; vs. 35-39; Matt. iv.
40-45; Matt. viit. 2 4; Luke

HINTS TO

Janéxs,}

1883,

Matt. viii. 14-17; Luke iv.
23-25; Luke v. 43-44; vs.
v. 12-15.

TEACHERS.
Dangers.--Peter’s wife's mother has before been a

" diversion and a diversion ; don't let it be so to you ; nor yet

spend much time, more than is needed, to bring out the
spiritual thought on leprosy. It is a2 painful subject, but
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we have heard some dwell upon it as though it was enter-
taining.

What to Teach.—The readiness of Christ to heal.
Never did He send away the sick and suffering without a
blessing ; and His cures were all complete at once; no
long, tedious recovery. Multitudes, more than we think,
were no doubt healed. That prayer was a great factor in
the work He did. His zeal for His work, that would not let
Him rest on His popularity, but sent Him forth into other
places to preach. The infinite compassion and condescen-
sion by which He could touch the unclean and heal; and
how the disobeying of His commands by the leper shut
Him out from further work in the city.

How to Teach.—You have two main incidents ; two
miracles; give your principal attention to the facts and
lessons of these, with any moments possible to the inter-
mediate matters. You cannot teach all fully. Shew how
in these, as in other miracles, there is the self-contained
power. He did not heal as His apostles, in another’s name.
It was ““I will.” Shew how these miracles proved not
only His power and goodness, but His divine mission.
Refer to other miracles of a like character. There are some
particulars about the cure of the leper that it will be worth
your while to nete. Ask ycur class, taking the narrative
item by item, what they shewed in the man. *‘Came,”
‘‘ beseeching,” ‘' kneeling,” *‘thou canst.” The answers
to these should help you to shew a sinner's approach to God
through Christ. Picture Christ in the city, surrounded by
crowds banging upon His words, and the same Christ in a
solitary place praying, and shew the connection between the
two. Touch briefly the fact of His wishing to avoid pub-
licity and the reasons He may have had for it, and apply
your teaching.

Notes and Comments.— Ver. 2g. Jesus shunned
notoriety. Peter and Andrew formerly lived in Bethsaida,
now in Capernaum.

Ver. 30. ‘‘Anon,” at once, R *‘straightway.” Paul
refers to Peter’s wife as travelling with hum (1 Cor. ix. §).
‘The neighbourhood was marshy, and fevers common.

Ver. 31. * Came " at once. Note the succession, *‘ came,”
‘“took,” *‘lifted,” *‘left her,” ‘‘ministered.” So she was
not only cured of the disease, but delivered from its weak-
ening results.

Ver. 32. *“ Evening” and *“morning.”
never slacked in his labours.  *‘ Brought ;" to whom better
could they bring? * Even,” the full close of the Sabbatn ;
it would then be cooler, and religious prejudices would not
be shocked. *‘Devils,” demons.

Ver. 33. ““All,” the diseased, their friends and the
lookers-on.

Ver. 34. *‘Many,” need not suppose any were left un-
healed.  *‘Suffered not,” so bad men (chap. xi. 16); then
they wanted to speak. * Knew,”
X, 41.})

Ver. 35. Day and night he watched for our salvation.
““Solitary,” thrice, in quick succession, he is found in soli-
tudes (vs. 12, 35, 45). ‘‘Prayed,” he made the desert a
temple of God.

(Ver. 35), Jesus

Ver. 36. *Simon,” foremost alieady (Luke viii. 45; |

ix. 42).

Ver. 37. *“ Found him,” after considerable search. ‘*All
men,” just why He had gone away ; He did not want popu-
larity—alone.  ** All,” npatural and right. Is your class
seeking Jesus?

Ver. 38. He could not limit His labours to one spot.
Christ goes after the lost.
end, not from the city, that for prayer, but from heaven,
from the Father,

Ver. 40. ** Leper,” the most loathsome of diseases—gos-
‘‘ Beseeching "—Matt. viii. 7 says ** wor-
He believed that Christ was able; that was

pel type of sin.
shipping.”

something, for, so far as we know, He had not yet healed
a leper; but he was not so sure of the willingness. Christ
was willing, is always, but the trouble is, men are not willing
to be healed.

Ver. 41. **Compassion,” how like him (Ileb. xiii. 8).
‘' Touched,” no one else would have dared—he became
unclean. **I wil),” blessed ; “*I wills,” of Christ. What
power and comfort' in iem, Surely none could so speak
but God.

Ver. 42. “ Immediately,” again (as in ver. 35, John v. g).

Ver. 43. *‘ Straitly,” peremptorily.  Strictly he was
still ceremonially unclean—perhaps had come where a leper
had no right to enter.

Ver. 44. Christ would not depreciate the law (see Lev. 14).
““ Say nothing,” this first duty to fulfil God's requirements.

Ver. 4. ** Began to publish ;" just so, very wrong to dis-
obey, yet wa have sympathy with him ; but the result was
bad—Jesus could not preach again in that city.

Incidental Lessons.-~That we should tell Jesus of
our sick ones.

That He can still cool the fevered brow and give back
health and strength.

That Satan and his angels are under the powsr of Christ.

That it was in the wilderness in prayer Christ got strength
for His work.

That none are too vile to come to Jesus.

That Jesus is as ready to save from sin now as then.

That while **it is good to be zealously affected always in
a good thing,” it should be *according to knowledge.”

That Christ is always willing tc save if we are to be
saved.

Main Lesson on the Leper.—Leprosy, the werst
form of disease, the Bible type of sin. (1) Jucurable (2
Kings v. 7; Jer. ii. 22). (2) Hereditary (2 Sam. iii. 29;
Rom. v. 12). (3) Loathsome (Lev xiii.; Isa. lix. 3). (4)
Fatal (2 Kings xv. 5; Jas. i. 15; Rom. vi. 23).

Cure.—(1) Must come to Christ, who is able to save
(Heb. vii, 25). (2) Christ invites (Matt. xi. 28.) Must
come humbly, with faith, as the leper, and szlvation is ours.
* Just as I am, I come, I come.”

POWER TO FORGIVE. |

GoLpeN TeExT.—*‘* I,even I, am He that blotteth
out thy transgressions for mine own sake, and
will not remember thy sins.”—Isa. xliii. 25.

PLACE AND TIME.—Capernaum, immediately after last
lesson.

Jan. 22,}

1882,

Mark ii

1-17.

what they knew (Luke °

** Therefore,” etc., R to this

PARALLEL.—Matt. ix 1.13; Luke v. 18-32.
HINTS TO TEACHERS.

Dangers.—The greatest: trying to teach too much.
Seventeen verses such as these 1t 1s impossible to cover.
Consider what you will teach, and do it thoroughly. Don't

. spend too much time on the construction of Eastern houses;
i a few words will explain, especially if you have a picture.

What and How to Teach.—Mark, in this lesson,
| advances a step in the development of Christ's power: be-
! fore, He could kea/; now He can do more, forgize. Note the
' progression also in the framing of the miracle : in the first,
| He came in contact with the unclean spirit in the syna-
gogue ; in the second, He was f0/d of the sick one; in the
third, the leper came 10 Jesus, and now we have one brought,
| and with strong faith on the part of his friends too. Shew
how the scribes, by their very reasoning, confirmed His
divinity. Point out and apply the truth to your class how
Christ reads the heart. Let one of your scholars describe
the condition of the man. another the character ¢ his friends,
!
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another the opposition of the scribes, a fourth the action of‘
Jesus, and a fifth the effect on the people. Have read by
your scholars the parallel accounts of the call of Matthew
(Levi), see above. Bring out especially the love and conde-
scenston of Christ in eating with publicans and sinners, and
refer in connecticn to Luke xv. and its beautiful parables,
and impress on 21l that Jesus came to heal the sick, to call
the sinners to repentance and receive them to Himself.
Have you—has your class heard the voice, and are they now
** friends of Jesus ?"”

Notes and Comments.—Ver. 1. *‘ Again,’’ the same
as Matt.ix. 1. This took place after the journey to Gadara.
** House,” possibly His own, as he ‘‘dwelt there” (Matt.
iv. 13).

Ver. 2, Not only house, but court filled.
instant in season and out of season.

Ver. 3. *“ Palsy,” likely paralyzed entirely, **Of four,”
so he was a grown-up man, though not old (ver. 5.)

Ver. 4. They could pass on to the roof by the outside
steps ; they would easily break up the roof of lattice-work
and clay, then, Ly the four corners, let down the bed into
the room or cou:t. *‘“Bed,” light mattress, or possibly only
a sheepskin rug, hence v. 11.

Ver. 5. “‘ Their faith,” including the palsied man. They
dor't appear to have said anything yet. “The sins"’—the
Jews thought sickness and death a judgment of God for sin
(Luke xiii. 2, 4.) Still, disease is the result of sin, so first
Christ forgives sin.

Ver. 6. *‘Scribes,” the custodians and interpreters of the
law—legality and tradition their life—right through Christ’s
life His bitter enemies.

Ver. 7. “ This man,” with scorn, such a man. * Blas-
phemies,” irreverent, impious words. “ Who can forgive,”
quite right, an unwilling testimony to Christ. He only who
is sinned against can forgive.

Ver. 8. He knew their very thoughts, He knows ours.
‘¢In His spirit,” His own, which is omniscient. The Holy
Spirit not called Christ’s before the day of Pentecost. Mat-
thew is very graphi~. * Seeing their thoughts.”

Ver. o. None could answer. Here, as often, the cavillers
against Jesus had to keep silence. Note the question is,
**Is it easier to say?"’ i.e., to claim ; not to do either.

Ver. 10. *May know,” here was a thing capable of
proof; on this they could not be deceived, and from this
they might accept the other ; one of the many purposes for
which Christ's miratles were wrought—to confute unbe-
lievers.

Ver, 11. * Bed "—see (on ver. 4) with what conscious
power and authority He speaks.

Ver. 12. No word of doubt now, all silenced.
God "—Luke tells us he first gloriied God.
source of the healing.
may be sure.

Ver. 13. ‘‘Forth,” indicating the position of Capernaum,
connected with the sea by a suburb of fishers’ huts and cus-
tom houses—LZLange.

Ver. 14. Alphaus—distinet from  Alpheus, father of .
James the Less. Matthew's occupation and associates no -
bar to Christ's call 1o him, afterwards named Matthew.
*Sitting,” all trades sit ot their work in the East. *‘Re-
ceipt of custom,” at the custom house. *‘He arose”—no
hesitation. Luke says **left all.” He was a publican, 7.e.,
a tax collector for the Romans, and as such hated by his
countrymen,

Ver. 15, ‘*Sat at meat.” Matthew made him a great
feast, later on likely~ Luke v. 29. *¢ Publicans and sin- |
ners,” bad and disreputable, Christ came into contact with |
them as a friend.

‘ Preached,”

* Glorified
He knew the !
They followed, not the scribes, we

Ver. 16. * When the Scribes,” etc., they did not sit down,
oh,no! R omits * how is it that "—reading ** He eateth ;"
more forcible ; these Pharisees were shocked at Christ.

Ver. 17. **Heard "—overheard or told by his disciples.
*“They that are whole,” lit. “‘strong”—* not the
righteous "—their own idea of thomselves. *‘Sinners,”
their judgment of all others.

Current Lessons.—That we should bring the sick of
body and sick of soul to Jesus.

That faith will surmount all difficulties.

That in Christ is fulfilled Psalm ciii. 3.

That we should glorify God for His mercy to us and others.

That Christ seaicheth the heart and knoweth our
thoughts.

That Christ finds the men He wants where some would
least look for them.

That formal religion is utterly ignorant of the heart of
Christ.

General Lessons.—All men are sinners—soul sick,
Isaiah i. 5-6; Psalm lui. 2-3; Rom. iii. 10-12,

Christ is the friend of such and came to save them, Luke
xiv. g, 10; Rom.v. 8; 1 Tim. i. 15.

All who have felt the power of Chris’s love should strive
to bring cthers within sound ot ti. ‘‘nspel. See Lesson I.
(This truth will bear repeating.)

Jnzok THE PHARISEES ANSWERED, {302 %
GoLDEN TExT.—'‘ Remember the Sabbath day
to keep it holy.”—Ex. xx. 8.

TiME.—Not quite certain—likely two periods are in-
cluded, one shortly after last lesson, the other probably
some months later.

PLAcEs.—Still in Capernaum and its neighbourhood.

PARALLEL.—Vs. 18-22; in Matt. ix. 14-17. Luke v.
33-39. Vs. 23-28; in Matt, xii. 1-9. Luke vi. 1-§; iii.
1-5; in Matt. xii, 10-14. Luke vi. 6-10.

HINTS TO TEACHERS.

Dangers.—Several in this lesson. The temptation to
some to air their knowledge about fasts among the Jews;
aboat customs and ceremonies of Oriental weddings ; even
much talk about the Sabbath as a Divine institution, would
be out of place here; nor yet go into the whole circum-
stances of David's history in connection with taking the
shew-bread : each of these may have—should have—a pass-

, ing notice, but that should not occupy the time of the pith

of the lesson.

What and How te Teach.—By putting the inci-
dents together, you will see that the key thought is the
place and power of religious forms and observances ; and
the teaching is that there is a place for fasting, that there 1s
righteousness in the observance of the Sibbath, but that
these ate secondary to the spirit of Christ’s rehgion. That
His people are not be to burdened with outward forms, but to

. have the liberty of the sons of God. That to attempt to do

otherwise is like putting new wine into old bottles—they
would bu.st.  With reference to the Sabbath, two incidents
in the portion enabled Je:us to place that in its right hght.
The first was the plucking by the disciples of ears of corn
when passing through the cornfield on the Sabbath; in so
doing they had violated the traditions of the Pharisees.
Christ shews that necessity is higher than a form, and
quotes a remarkable instance of its violation in a case of

! necessity—never condemned ; and having defended his dis-
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ciples, he afierwards proceeds in huis own actions 1o teach | miserable, diaholical sort of watching.  * Accuse,” and ~»

the same truthe,
synagogue ; shali be wait until suncet 10 be healed ? Ves
wobld bave said the Pharisses. No, said Chnist~and he
healed the poor sufferer.  Those three incidects-—the dis-

ciples of John coming to Jesus about fasting, the disciples

plucking corn on the Sabbath, and Christ heahing the
withered hand on the Nabbath, with the thought he gives of
his relation to it—will furnish you with ample material fur
an effective lesson on this subject.  Ser that you use st
well.  You will di-tinguish between forms as the outward
expressian of beart feeling, aud forms which ate only <uch—-
have no soul in them. Give sllus'rations of each—going

A man with a withered hand isin the ;

|

to church or school becaus~ it is a delight 10 join in the wor-
ship of God aad study ths word, and doing the sime beciuse

othess do ity or from halut.

Shew frc m these incidents that

the religion of Jesus is a thing of joy anl gladness; that it~
puts no bar on the proper pussuit of earthly things ; that & !

will be in us a well-spying of good to others, and make our
Sabbath days of gelightful service,

Notes and Comments.—Ver. 18. The insmalists
and the ascetics are one in this,  John in pri-on—his disciples
perhaps speaially fastng, ¢ Used t fast,” R ** were fast-
ing "—doisg so then.
iowed Jesus. Probably thisday of Matthew's feast, a tradi-
tionai, not a legal, fast day.

Ver. 19, The Jews, accustomed ta their long plad

bring the condempation af death.

Vers. 3. 4 A wvid picture. the man standing up.
Christ's questions—the silent Pharisees—“ 1o save—ta
kill."  tle wouki <ave the man  they would kil the saver.
“ Held their peace,” as they often did when they could not
answer,

Ver. 5. Griet and anger, for they were hardeming their
hearts.  Christ's work means many things. {See ves<es 3
and 4 )} ** Steetch {orth "—--there in the sight of all the
miracle performed

Incidental Lessons.—That forms and observances
must ever be secondary to the spirit of religioa—bemng bhe
Christ.

That thote who love Christ bave no gladness without
Him and no sadness with Him,

That a censorious spirit, seeking to find fault in athers,

~is utterly apposed to the redigion of Jesus.

That Christ was ofien grieved at the haidness of heart
among his hearers, and once wept because of the sins of the

. Jews and the punishment that would follow.

Several of lahn's disciples bad fol-

wedding ceremonies, would undetstand thw,  John had |
spoken of Christ as the bridegroom, Jorn in. 29
Ver. 26. IMiest intuwation of the Psssicn. *“Inthuse

days,” br. ““in that day " — Zischendorf. Did they recall
this ia that dack day? We have Christ always with us;
why should we fast? He prescribed none, nor did Hi,
disciples.

Vers. 21, 22. Illustrations of the uakitness of burdening
the Gospetwsth thelaw. **Thenew,” etc., R hit. ** the new
piece is rent away [rom the old.” * New"—un-hrunk.
** Buttles,” not glass, as with us, but skias. Someumes
whole shins; after a time they become dry and hanl;
‘“pew,” unfurmented wine put into them would burst
them.

Ver. 23. The action places this incidert in the early sum-
mer. Lange says: *‘This and the healing belong i a
later period, but Mark connects with appropriate facts,
The picture is, Tesus making his way through the growing
corn, pashing it to the right and to the lett, and the di ci-
ples following, rubbing and eating.

Ver. 24. Moses forbade only the sickle, allowed pluck-
ing, Deut. xxin 25.  The Phansees had improved on their
law-giver ¢

Vers. 25,26, See 1 Samuel xxi. 6. It war consecrated
bread for the priests, not for commaon use, and David was
their model of piety.

Ver. 27. Here is the true position.  What the origin and
purpose of the Sabbath ?  Surely for man’s good—his ser-
vant, not his master ; a blesung, not a stern curse.  How
guilty they who would steal God's gl to maa, be they
Puasisees ur Free-thinkers,

Ver. 28. ** Son of man,” founl 37 times in the New Tes-
tament, applied to jesus.
it m its New Testament freedom.
main idea by reading “*so that the Son,” etc, the idea
being, because the Sabbath was made for wman, the man’s
Lord 15 its Lord.

Chap. iii. Ver. 1. Not that Sabbath, the next, so Luke.
“Withered,” dried up; not so born, but from disease or
injury.

Ver. 2. *“ Watched.” Nice use they were making of the
Sabbath and God’s house; just like formalists. ft wais

* Lord, " ruling over and ordering -
The ® gives force to the -

That the mtcacles of Christ were in the sight of lis
enemies, and they could nat deay them.

Main Lesson on the Sabbath.—-{1) 1ie who made
man, made the Sabbath for man, Gen. 1. 26; i1 3.

{2} The Sabbath is 2 buman need, Ex xvi. 23-29 ; Heb.
xiti. 15-19.

{3} Tne best observance of ¢ Sablath is in works «f
Jove ta God and love and mercy to man. (Lessar ponio:
and paralie] pasages.)

{4} Our Sabbath the first day of the week. Christ’s
resurrection and appearing, Mark xvi. 14 ; Luke xxtv. 36 ;
John xx 19-26. Apostles confirmed change, Actls xx. 73
1 Cor. xvi. 2.

{5) The Sabbsth a type and an earnest of eteroal rest,
Heb. iv. 9 It **a Sabbath keeping.”

CHRIST AND HIS DISCIPLES.

Gotben Texr.—'*Ye have not chosen Me, but
1 have chosen you, and ordained you, that ye
should go and bring forth fruit.”"—John xv. 16.

Feb. 5,2
1883. §

Mark it
6-14.

TiMe.—Not long after the earher events of the last
lesson ; towards the ciose of the first half of Christ's
ministry.

PLACE.—Still near the Sea of Galilee, but some miles
south of Capergaum,

PARALLEL.—~With vs, 632, Matt. xi. 14-21, with vs,
1319 Matt. x. 1-15 {much fuller than here}; Luke
vi. 12-17.

INTS TQ TFACHERS.

Dangers —Do not make this a geographical or a bio-
graphical lesson.  You may have—ought to have~a map, to
point out the wide extent ¢f the fame of Christ, but stop
there ; so with the Twelve. You may poriray their char-
actenistics 10 a few words—tne impztuous Peter, the Boa-
nerges brothers, the survivor of whom was to become 1he
apostle of love, and so on, but dun’t trouble yurself or your
class with queries as to the names of their father and grand-
father, where they were born, and s on. You have to tell
of their work—a work which, in some of 1ts aspects, all
may do.
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What and How to Teach. —Cet a clear idea of the
gint of the lesson,  For the practical purposes of your teach-
wg ot 1s pearly all found an verses 13 to 19, Chnst hay
been dving ths work sinele-handed, so to speak ; now e
brmgs in twelve others to whom e gives a commissinn o
pteach His pospel, and, for the purpose of confirmation, He
vives them * power 1o heal sicknesses and to cast vat dewals.”
Call the attention of your class to this fact of Chinist’s sole
work during nearly half of rhs muimstry, that, whie seidom
alane, while for some months He had those with Him, dis.
ciples and followers, who hung on His words, and doubtiess
did Him some kinrd of service, yet they were nut preaching
the guspel.  Now He makes them ca-workers in His mus-
sson. Point out that this had became a necessity, from the
causes stated in vs. 7-10—:he multitude that pressed upon
tHim. such crowds that He had to secure 2 tisherman’s boat
that He might push off froms the land.  Question youc class
as to the mouves of the penple who thronged abous Him.
What for>  Ask why crowds turn out to see any <pecial
person to-day — L.ord Lorne, for instance. Curiosity in
nearly all—so many there—others that they might be healed,
if they could but touch Him; others—not many, we are

afraid—hecause of the gracious words whach fell from Eis |
lips, and sull fewer because they believ.d tha: He was the -

Messiah, the Christ of God.

Ask your class finally what -

they imagine was the effect on this vast waultitide of Cheist's -

teachings and miracles : some o go away and forget, some
to carp and sneer, same to hate and seek to destroy, and
some doubtless to consecrate their lives to Him in loving
gratitude. ‘The application of these thoughts is plain.

Notes and Comments.—Ver. 6. ** Herodians,” sup-
porters of Herod in his desire to get the whole king-
dom, as Herod the Great; a poldical faction that cared
nothing for the Sabbaith; bitterly opposed by Pharisees;
now willing to join in an attempt to destroy Christ {rom
mutual hate—foreshadowing Luke xxut. 12,

Ver. 7. ** Withdrew,” not merely to coast, to sea, from
their plots; His hour was not yet come,

Ver. 8. Meyer says in ver. 7, The greatness of the mass
of people is prominent in this, thewr varied nationality.
Just about now was manifested the desire to make Him
kmg, another veason for withdrawal. *‘Idumea,” Edom,
de-cendants of Esau.  * Tyre,” etc., so north, south, east
and west were represented,

Ver. ¢. One of their fishing-boats ; arelief from the crowd,
and retreat frow foes,

Ver. 0. “ Pressed,” the idea is if rushing upon Him,
would not be demed. **Touch,” the touch of faith.
Many touched Him in hate; they had no blessing.

Vers. 18, 12, ““ Not make Him known,” this was not the
time, and these were not the messengers.

Ver, 13. “A4,” r *“the mountan,” indicating one kunown.
Supposed to be the ¢ Haons of Hattin,” the only prominent
crnence west of Sea of Galilee.
His wishes in some way; hkely sclected these out of the
larger di. cipleship 3 He knew each perfectly.

Vers. 14, 15. “‘ Ordained,” nothing to do with our idea nf
ordination, lit. appomted.  Half had been culled before
they weie to be with Christ, to preach the gospel, to work
miracles.  Here, then, are the wequiremer. s of i messen-
gers to~day @ a2 call from Chust, commanion with Hum,
preaching Him. The gift «f miracles was special and ex-
traonldinary.

Vers. 16-19, The giving of a surname a mark of distine-
tion.  ** Sons of thunder " —a glorious name—the thunder-
belts of the Gospel; fiery, grand, sublime spirits.
»¢Simon," impulsive, ready to draw the sword for Christ one
moment and the next to deny Him,

the tirst disciple at_the sepulchre ; the last to fay down his
work for rest.  **James," the first mariyr of the Twelve.
“Andrew " {see john 5. 40,43}, to his eternal honour.
** Bartholomew,” supoosed to be Nathamel, *“an Israchte
imdeed.”  (See John 1 45 47} Names together there—
*Matthew,” whose call we have been lately studying.
“Thomss,” the doubter and the candid, frank confes-
sor.  ‘*James” the Less, called **Cleopas” {Luke xxiv.
18 Johin ax. 25). “Thaddeus,” supposed 0 be the
“fudas " of Matt, xni. 5§50 “ Simon,” nat a Caraanite, as
we understand, hut in Luke vi. 15, and iiterally ** Zelotes,
a Zealoy, a Jewish extreme sect.  ** Judas,” “which also "
~—the eternally infamous.

Incidental Lessons.—That f Jesus gave temporal
benetits to-day, tte wauld not want followers.

That Jesus is the great Physician, and the healing of the
soul means the resurrection of the body,

‘That when bad men join hands, some good man or cause
is in danger.

That Jesus does not want the aid of evil spitits or men to
proclamm His kingdom.

That wherever the Gospel of Jesus comes, blessings follow.
That there is a right and a wrong way of following Jesus,
Main Lesson.—Work and workers for Christ.

Christ can use men of all temperaments and positions in
life to do His work.

Those who bave listened 1o Christ’'s words and had fel-
lowship with Ilim, are the men and women for His work.

Christ never calls any one to His work without giving

. them power.

Among the Twelve a Judas.  Let us not be surprised or
disheartened if they are found in the Church now.

We are the true ‘‘successors of the Apostles® if we do

+ Christ’s work.

VWho will say, “ Here am 1, send me?"

For these various points, see John xv. 4, §: 2 Tim. iii.
16, 17 Actsix. 36; Titusii. 145 1 Tum. vi. 58 Col.i. 10
Jobhn @il 215 1 Peter i 125 1 Cor. iil. g; xi. 7-12;
2 Cor. vi. b,

BIBLE PRIZE QUESTIONS.

We intend giving monthly a series of Bible Questions, for

" correct rephes to which, during the year, we shall give

THREE PRIZES

;in books of the value respectively of Forw DoLLARs,

““Called,” made known

¢ John,” courageous
and ambitious, the earhiest fullower of Jesus; the only one :
 stand with him in the judgment hall and at the cross; .

Turet Dorrars and Two-DoLrLars,  The rephes are not
to te sent until the close of the year.  With the December
number forms will be sent cout tor the use of any who desire
1o try.

The conditions are that those who cend replies must not
be more than twenty-one years of age, and they must not have
been assisted in the quesuons. The Scripture reference or
references must always be given.

PRIZE QUESTIONS FOR JANUARY.

1. One of the ttungs which Mouses told the children of
Israel was plectifiud an the land of promise, was forbidden
to be used 1n a burnt offering.  Name i,

2. Give a verse speaking «f a great csowd of people
gathered together on a wet day.

3. Luke, in the Acts, mentions two men aof the same
name, one of whom took pa:tin a trizl of the Apostles, and
the other was prominent in a tumult. What was the
name ?



30

THE CANADIAN INDEPENDENT.

LITERARY NOTICES.

Tue CenTURY for this month promises to be fully
up to its own self, which is saying a great deal.
coloured frontispiece portrait of ex-President Thieis
is promised, and an artotype copy of the portrait sent
by Mrs. Gartield of her late husband to Queen Vie-
toria. No literary monthly is more worthy of a place
upon our tables than Tue CENTURY and St. NicHovLas
—of the latter, 8,000 copies are circulating in England
alone.

LitteLl’s LiviNeg AGE continues its weekly visit of

choicest review reading, crenming the standard maga-
zines and reviews. We shall notice in our next issue
some of its articles.

I. K. Funk & Co. have issued ‘“ HugHes' COMMRN-
TARY ON Mark.” It is divided into forty-eight scc-
tions, corresponding with the forty-eight lessons of
the Internatioual Series; each section is carefully
analyzed, words and phrases explained, persons and
places accurately described, errors pointed out, and
rendering of recent revisions indicated. It is em-
phatically a Sunday school commentary—suggestive,
simple, brief, with evident marks of unobtrusive

scholarship, and of full trust in the Scriptures as the

very Word of God. Its *‘ practical lessons " are really
the framework of sermons, and the overtaxed pastor
or earnest layman may find efficient aid therein for
homiletic work. We cordially commend it as filling
a place of its own.

THE December number of the HomiLkric MoNTHLY,
by the same house, fully maintains the character
already earned of affording at a minimum cost reliable
and select homiletic matter of the very best order.

Pernicious literature is vigorously handled, and there !

are many valuable hints to preachers and Bible
students in this number.

PEeakLs FROM THE East, by Dr. R. Newton (Ameri- !
can Sunday School Union), is a very appropriate gift :

book for the young.
ture topics as ‘“ The Prince in Midian,” ** The Unseen
Army,” ““The Transtiguration,” etc., each illustrated.
The tone is simple, scriptural, reverential—a children’s
book that older ones may read with pleasnre, and protit.

THE SPrac Boy, by the same house, is the story of

a little boy who, tenderly reared, had to perform hard !

duty in a coal mine of which his dead father had been
part owner. We are told how the little hero learnt often
by hard experience to conquer self, to be more than a
time server, and to be a teacher of good things. Boys
may learn how to conquer more truly than by blows,
remembering th it a soft answer turneth away wrath ;

A

It is a selection of such Secrip- :

Wipe AwAKE, an Illustrated Monthly Magazine for
Young People. (D. Lothrop & Co., Boston.)—Must
certainly grow in favour with the young if it at all keep
up to its present excellence. ¢ Wee Willie Winkie,”
the little urchin that would not go to sleep, with his
night ramble tbrough the city, followed by all the
children in night-gowns arrayed, in the December
number, is a charming ¢ John Gilpin " ballad, which,
with its five illustrations, keeps the nursery and even-
iny fireside ringing with merry voices till sleep claims
the little ones.

Tue PanNsy and Litree Foiks' Reaber, by the
- satne tirm, are equally good, being more in the paper
form—the former fitted for Sunday schouls, the latter
for a pleasing text book—making rcading even to
- children a pleasure. All are worthy of patronage.

STorIES FOR LANGUAGE LeEssons is another chil-
dren’s book by the same publishing house as ‘‘ Wide
Awake,” in which blanks are left in very simple stories
for the children to fill, an illustrativn being always
there to suggest the needed word. ‘' Oh! mamma,”
said Nellie, ‘I am no more afraid of a bear now than
of my own ,” and a little kitten is sleeping cozily
on a mat. A charming exercise book for youthful
learners how to read. Remembering the good old
times and hard seats of our young days, we almost
envy the easy and pleasant road of learning now.

THe Tewprer BEHIND, from the same house, a
neat volume, contains a thrilling story, not of love
and adventure, but of the struggle with alcohol;
the o'er true tale of wine suppers and happy compan-
ions ; the revel, the riot, and the hell that certainly
follows. The battling of life with death, of conscience
with a will that has been paralyzed, is not more vividly
described than true. Let those who read learn wisdom.

D. Loruropr & Co. are also issuing a series of tales
! for the young, under the title of the ‘* Pansy " Books.
‘“EsTer Remp” is before us. If all in the series
equals this one—and the publications we have above
noticed from this house seem to warrant the expecta-
i tion that they do and will—the name of D. Lothrop &
Co. will become justly a household word, and no
library designed for the young can afford to put aside
their catalogue. The little card Ester Reid found in
the corner of a fashionable store, inviting itself to be
taken from among its companions, i8 worthy of being
" cupied in letters of guld, and children of a larger

- growth will be the better for observing :

I SOLEMNLY AGREE, as God shall help me—

1. To observe regular seasons of secret prayer, at
i least in the morning and evening of each day.

2. To read daily at least a small portion of the Bible.
3. To attend one or more prayer meetings every
i week, if I have strength to get there.

! 4. To stand up for Jesus always and everywhere.

and, as in the Bible history of Josepk, know howa ! 5 g, try and save at least one soul every year.
man may become a nobler man by bearing the yoke i 6. To engage in no amusement where my Saviour
in his youth. ! could not be a guest.
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Ghildren's GXorner.

SIR WILLIAM NAPIER AND LITTLYE JOAN.

Sir William Napier, one bright day,
Was walking down the glen—

A noble English soldier,
And the handsomest of men.

Through fields and fragrant hedge-rows
He slowly wandered down

To quiet Freshford village,
By pleasaut Bradford town.

With look and mien magnificent,
And step 80 grand, moved he,

And from his stately front outshone
Beauty and majesty.

About lus strong, white forehead

The rich locks thronged and curled,
Above the splendour of his eyes,

That might command the world.

A sound of bitter weeping
Came up to his quick ear,

He paused that instant, bending
His kingly head to hear.

Among the grass and daisies
Sat wretched little Joan,

And pear her lay a bowl of delf,
Broken upon a stone.

Her ocheeks ware red with crying,
And her blue eyes dull and dim,
Avd she turned her pretty, woetul face,
All tear-stained up to him.

Scarce six years old, and sobbing
In misery so drear!

““Why, what's the matter, Posy?”
He said,—*Come, tell me, desr.”

«It's Father’s bowl I've broken ;
*Twas for his dinner kept.

I took it safe, but coming back
It fell "—again she wept.

* But you can mend it, can’t you?"
Cried the despairing child

‘With sudden hope, as down on ber,
Like some kind god, he smiled.

“Don't cry, poor little Posy!
1 cannot make 1t whole.
But I ean give you sixpence

To buy another bowl.”

He sought in vain for silver
In purse and pockets, too,
And found but golden guineas.

He pondered what to do.

*This time to-morrow, Posy,"”
He said, ¢* again come here,
And I will bring your sixpence.
I promise! Never fear!"

‘l Away went Joan rejoicing—
i A rescued cluld was she;
And home went good Sir Wilham ;
And to him presently

A footmun brings a letter,
And low before him bends:

< Will not Sir William come and dine
To-morrow with his friends ?”

The lettes read: * And we've secured
The man among all men

You wish to meet. He will be here.
You will not fail us then?”

To-moirow! Could he get to Bath
And dine with dukes and earls,

And back in time? That hour was pledged—
It was the little girl's!

He could not disappoint her,
He must his friends refuse,

8o *‘a previous engagement'’
He pleaded as excuse,

Next day when she, all eager,
Came o'er the fields so fair,

As rure as of the sunrise
That she should find him there.

He met her, and the sixpence
Laid in her little hand.

Her woe was ended, and her heart
The lightest in the land.

How would the stately company,
Who bad so much desired

His presence at their splendid feast,
Have wondered and admired !

As eoldier, scholar, gentleman,
His praires oft are heard,—

'Twas not the least of his great deeds
So to have kept his word !

-—Celia Thaxter, in St. Nicholas for January, 1852.

THE UNHAPPY BOY MADE HAPPY.

“ ] cannot tell how it is, mother, but I have
not spent a happy day.”

And why was it that Charles had not heen
happy? The day had been just such a day as
a boy or girl loves to see. The sun had shone
in the sky; the birds had sung very sweetly;
and the flowers were in full bloom in the gar-
den. Charles was in good health; he had a
! nice home, and kind friends. What then

could make him unhappy ?
“The reason is plain, Charles,” said his
mother. “The fault has been in yourself.
| Yen began the day in a wrong way. Instead of
| rising early, you lay in bed a long time. You
were called two or three times, but you
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thought you would lie a little longer. When it did not seem near so hard as when I lay
at last you got up, you hurried over your and thought about it. I had time to pray,
prayers, and did not with your heart ask iand came into the garden, and had a run
God to bless and keep you. Then when: round all the walks. Tl Virds were sinzing
you came down from your room, break- so very sweetly; I never heard them sing
fast was over, and you had to sit alone.'better; the Howers were very mnice to smell;
This, you know, put you sadly out of humour, | and the air seemed so nice and pleasant.”
and you had no mind to think of the blessings;  “ The boy who lies in bed,” said his mother,
" which should have made you happy and:“is not the boy to tind out these things. Then,
thankful. But what happened next ?” I I think, you had time to look over the school

“ When I was ready to go to school, I could ' lessons of the day.”
not find my °‘History, because Mary had
taken it to look at the pictures.”

“Yes, Charles, and I am sorry to say you
left home in a naughty temper. How did you
get on at school 2"

“ Why, mother, I lost my place at the top
of the class. George Jones spelt a word which
I could not. And you should have seen how
proud he was of it! Then as I was coming
home, my cousin William knocked my hat off.”

‘“ Perhaps he only did it in play. Did he
not pick it up again t”

“Yes, and said that he did not mean any
harm.”

“ Why, then, did you look so cross when
you came home? You know I saw you sit-
ting in the garden with quite a sullen look;

you were pulling some flowers to pieces, and |

treading them under your fect. My dear

Charles, you have let evil passions dwell in
your heart; and if you do so. vou ecannot hope

to be hippy. Does not this -.10w you that
your heart is evil, and that you need the grace
of the Holy Spirit to cleanse and renew it? Do
you not feel that you have sinned, and should
ask God to pardon you, for the sake of Jesus
C rist our Lord ?”

Charles’s mother now kissed him.  As he
lay down that night to rest, he thought he
would try to be on the morrow a better and
happier boy.

The next night, when Charles was in the

| “Oh yes, and I was in good time to have

! my breakfast along with the rest, and my run
| in the garden made me enjoy it too. Then I
| was early at school, with my lessons all ready.
| When we were in class, George Jones was
' very near misspelling a word, but I thought.
{ if he lost his place he would feel as bad as I
- did, and so I waited a moment, and he spelled
| it rightly. In coming home one of the boys
i tried to vex me, but T knew it would be
wrong to be angry, so I took no notice of
{ what he did. When he slipped in running,
' I went to him and helped him to get up.”

I “I was glad, Charles, when you came in and
- found your sister Mary with your library book,
| that you did not rudely snatch it from her, as
" I have sometimes seen you do.”

“ I am sure, - ther, it was kind of my sis-
'ter to give it to me when she saw I wanted
it.”

~ “Now, Charles, it is time for you to go into
" the parlour, for family prayer. I hope that
' God will give you Iis grace. and help you to
i overcome all bad passions. You will not for-
get that if you yield to evil, not fine weather,
, nor the singing of birds, nor kind friends, nor
, Lealth, nor money, nor any other thing can
. make you happy. But if you have peace with
' God, by believing in our Lord Jesus Christ,
- and trusting and loving Him, then yoy will be
i at peace with yourself and with all around
" you. Seek this peace in the first place; pray-

garden looking at the setting sun, his mother ing to God to give you the Holy Spirit for

gentlyjsaid, “1 think my Charles has been | Christ’s sake; and then, though youmay have

more happy to-day than he was yesterday.” | troubles in life, you shall enjoy that happiness
“ Yes, mother,” he said. “ I got up early, and | and comfort which nothing else can give.”



