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Jillopics of the XX eek.

THE Pope has issued an Encyclical Letter against
iivorce.

SOME of the Congregational churzhes in Massa hu-

setts ace elecung deacenesses.  And why should not

all the churches do this?

s

ern Australia,
churches and 14 ministers in New Zealand. The
total is 170 churches and 156 ministers. This is bet-
ter than Canada can shew.

THF Awerican Missionary Association has puh
lished its thirty-third annual report  One good feature
which it has to mention this time 1s its freedom from
debt.  The total income of the year was §213,431,

churches and 3 ministers ; with 19'

the means for their support, and the churches are said
to be in a very flourishing condition.

Stk GARNET WOLSELEY says: “I am in great
hopes that the settlement effected in Zululand may
upen up that cuuntry to musionary enterprise , and
although 1, fur one, should always be opposed to
forcing upon any nation the Gospel of Chnst, ‘the
Man of Peace,’ no one wouid 1ejuice more than I to

DuRING the last year the Gospel was preached in ne.rly $20,000 more than that of the previous year. | see Christianity making rapd progress beyond the

one hundred towns and citics in China where it had
not been previously heard.

DURING the past year, the American Sunday School
Union established 4oy new Sunday schools in the
North-western department alone.

THE Baptists in the United States have 24,794
churches, 15,401 ministers, and 2,133,044 members.
They gained 30,010 members during the past year.

AMSTERDAM is the scene of a great spintual awak-
ening. We hope it will spread over the kingdom of
Holland, Dutch Protestantism is as dead and useless
a thing as can be found anywhere,

THE American Home Missionary Society received
$23,767 during the month of January. That promises
well for 1880. Fifteen new missionaries were ap-
pointed during the month. Our American brethren
mean to advance.

THE London Missionary Society made an eflort to
secure the Rev. Charles Wilson, of Plymouth, for its
Foreign Secretary. Mr. Wilson, however, declined
the appointment. The post offered Mr. Wilson was
made vacant by the death of Dr. Mullens.

THE Continental Commitiee of the Pan-I'resbyter-
ian Council propose to raise $60,000, 50 as to add $100
to the income of each of the twenty-two pastors of
the Waldensian Church, who now receive $300 a
year. The Scotch have raised $15,000 towards the
amount.

Two Irish Catholic bishops are able, in this season
of poverty and famine which has come upon their
country, to send /850 to the Pope as Peter’s pence.
Could they not have found any ncedier recipients at
home? Maybe Leo willreturn it.  Couldn’t he remit
Peter’s pence for a little while?

IN the Arcot Mission of the Reformed Church the
missionaries extended the hand of welcome last year
to over 5,000 persons who have abandoned the wor-
ship of idols and professed themselves Christians.
On one Sabbath Rev. Jared Scudder baptized 307 and
on the next 227 persons, converted from Hindooism.

THE desirc to learn English is the great motive
which induces Chinamen to attend Sabbath school
and mectings, but, being brought thus under Christian
influences, many are led to Christ. About twelve

The Association labours among the negrues of the

Tugela froatier of Natal. h prugress 1s not. n

Southern States and Afiica, and is controlled by the my opinion, to be secured Ly force, nor by bullying
Congregationalists. The churches under its care are | the Zulus, nor by Government interference, 1t can, |
sixty-seven with a membership of 4,600. Its academies think, be only satisfactonly arnived at by the quier,
and schools are numerous, and they do a good, unassumning, and pauent enterprise of really gudly

thorough work.

THE Reformed Episcopal Church is one of the
youngest of Protestant denominations, and yet it is
beginning to be vexed with ecclesiastical questions,
The important subject now discussed is the extent of
episcopal authority. A party in the Chyrch claims
that it is very great; but another insists that it js'
very limited. Human nature is the same every where,
after all.  And these grave questions of ecclesiastical
order are of great interest to many men, of far more
interest and meai.ing than the requirements of the
divine law, to do justly, and to love mercy, and to
walk humbly with God.

IT is a good sign that pastoral visitation which has
Leen in many places for years one of the “lost arts,”
is giving evidence of new life. It is good for the peo-
ple, and itis of no lessadvantage to the pastor himself,
Rev. W. M. Taylor, )., of the Tabernacle Church
(Congregational), New York, at the close of a day
spent in this way, writes in the “ Christian at Work ?
to his brethren in the ministry :  “ Brethren, preach
the Word with all the earnestness and ability you can
command, but neglect not the work of pastoral visita-
tion, for if you do, vou will be like one who seeks to
row with but a single oar, and will go round and
round in a routine circle instead of making steady
progress.”

A MISSIONARY having lately returned to Berlin
from Asia, reports an interesting discovery which he
and two or three friends and co-labourers made in
Gablee. In the mountains of Galilee, between Acca !
and Nazareth, and north of Shefa-Anner they founda |
village called Bucnah, which is inhabited almost ex- !
clusively by agriculturists, professing Judaism, who
appear to have been there from olden tunes, and have
no tradition of the exiic by Titus. They are distin- |
guished from their brethren in the east and west by
several peculiarities : first, they speak only Hebrew
and Arabic, not being acquainted with the Spanish or
the German languages, as the rest of the Jews are;
and second, that they hmit themselves to agricultural
pursuits without having any comuunication with |
others.

A CONSIDERABLE number of German Lutherans,
some thousands in all, particularly in the province of

men bent on doing good work—by men who are in-
different to personal emoluments and to the predts of
trading operations.”

SPELIAL services on an eatrauvrdinary scale have
been provided for among the Anglican churches of
Brighton, England. The bishop of Chichester issucd
a pastural inviting co-operation in the work of the
mussion, which was designed, he stated, to counteract
the prevalent “frivolity and worldhiness in the upper
classes” and the “gross immorality in the iower
classes ™ of the population of that tuwn. The pas-
tural letter urged that, in view of the sulemnity of the
occaston, convivial meetings should be retrenched or
suspended during the mission, and that employers
should cluse carly each evening, in order that their
assistants might attend the services. No less than
twenty churches, including both Evangelical and Rit-
ualisic parties, .n response, arranged for separate
misswns, calling to thewr aid preachers from various
parts of the Unuited Kingdom.

Tre Edinburgh Free Church Presbytery at its last
meeung sat fur several hours consiaering ihe overture
proposed to be transmitted to the General Assembly
by Dr. Moudy Stuart, desiring the appointment of a
commussion tu nquire into the theological teaching of
the Free Church colleges. Dr. Moody Stuart was
himsclf unable to be present, but in a letter to the
Modec:ator he characterized the inquiry as a matter
of greater moment than any that had ever been before
the Church.  Mr. Edward Thomson, of Free St. Ste-
phens, moved the wransmission of the overture. He
alleged there was a widespread suspicion respecting
professors in all the colleges together, and in re-
plying afterwards, he said that they were not slow to
speak out if heresy was belicved to be in the Estab-
lished or Episcopalian Churches, but when it came to
be in their own they defended the men through thick
and thin. Dr. M'Lauchlan seconded the transmission,
The opposition was led off by Principal Rainy, who
pointed out from the experience they had had with
Professor Smith’s case, what the result would be to
the Church by the appointment of such a commission,
which simply meant the libelling of other professors
already suspected, while the Professor Smith case was

jyet :n abeyance. He defended Dr. Davidson from

the suspwion held regarding his writings in the “ Bnt-

hundred rcliable converts have been made already on | Hanocr, are reported to have left the State Chuich, . 1sh and Forewa Evamychical Review,” and asserted

the Pacific coast, many of whom have proved their
sincerity by undergoing persecution for their faith.
They find it harder to abandon the worship of their
ancestors than that of thcir idols,

THE statistics of Congregationalism in the Austra-
lian colonies are as follows : New South \Wales, 36
churches and 36 ministers ; Victoria, 50 chai.l.es and
45 wminisiers; Sauth Australia, 33 churches and 30
ministers ; Queensland, 15 churches and 14 minis-
ters ; Tasmania, 16 churches and 1.4 ministers; West-

and to have established themselves on an an inde-
pendeat basis.  The reason assigned for the move-

jthat ihe teaching i the colleges was the same as it

had always been, according to his knowledge and ex-

‘ment is that the interference of the State is not con- perience. The Rev. Mr. Thomson, Leith, seconded
fined to eaternal regulations, but is felt, also, in mat- , the refusal to transmat, and after a long discussion, in
ters of doctrine ; and the members, while they respect , which Sir Henry Wellwood Moncreiff, Professor Mc-
the secular author.ty of the Governinent, are uaw.ling y Gegor, Dr. Begy, and others took part, the Presby-
to have pastors imposed upun them with whose theo- iery divided, with the result of refusing to transmit
logical views they are widely at vanarce. The new,the overture by & majonty of 36 tv 26, A motion by
churches are established avowedly or. the American Mr. McEwan, cailag in quesiton tise writings of Dr.
motel. No Seue ad is sought or expected. The D avidson, was held over ull the ordinary meeting of
cungreg wion choose their own pastors, and contribute [ Presby tery.



THE CANADIAN INDEPENDENT.

THE WALDINSES.

Various accounts are given of the origin of the
Waldenses. Even the name is involved in obscurity.
And this is a strong presumptive proof of its great
age as a Church ; reaching back to the dawn of nu.
thentic history., Their own historians claim that
they have existed as a separate people, holding the
trae faith from the earhiest ages of Christianity. Some
date their arigm to Claude, Bishop of Turin, in the
wminth centary, S0 Peyrani told Napoleon at Turin,
in 1803, Some, more awrhitious, claim an engin with
Vigilantius—in the fourth century—while others con-
tend that they received the gospel from Paul himseld.

Wikatever origm is assigned them, as a Churcely, it
is certamn that from the early ages of the Church
there has existed, in the Cottian Alps, a people who
held the doctnines of Christinnity in a purer form
than therr papal and persccuting neighbouts.  These
prople were vanomly known as Waldenses, Vaudais,
Valesy, eic, 2 name given them from the fact
tht they inhabited valleys {as Vallis or Vaux signi-
fies. But more recent, and probably more trust-
wosthy Iustorians, have derrved their name and origin
from Peter Waldo, a reformer of the twellth century,
wha Lived at Lyons, ta southern France.

This man, it seems, was blessed with mose religion
than was tolerated in the Papal Church, which fisst
tried to sitence and afierwards excomnunicated him,
for holitiag and teaching the truths of Chiristianity,as
he found them in his French Testament. Driven
fram Lyous, he retised to the mountains, as a place
of sccurity, giving his name to 2 numerous following,
known as Leonsti, Sabatati, \Waldenses, etc,

Whatever the histaric ongin of this ancient Church,
it is certain it long antedines the Reformatian.  For,
taking the mast tecent date assigned by madern his-
tonians, 1t is now seven hundred years siace Peter
Waldo began his preaching at Lyons—and arganized
the soct that ook his name. But § think it not
doulitful that the \Waldenses of Piedmont had a name
and a place long before Peter Waldo hved.

This ancent Church, from the Leginaing, has occu-
pied thyee small valley s on the southern slopes of the
Cottran Alps, m porthern Raly, attbe very sources of
the River P, among alimost perpetual snows.

This very Jocation has beea one great reason why
they bave so Jong survived the bloody persecutions
they bave suffered.  The fastnesses of the mountains,
with their caves and “ munitions of vocks,” have fur-
nished them sefuge from the fiery hand of priest and
prelate when every other human help failed.  Lving
between France and Ly, they speak the languages
of both countries, and publish their papers in both
French and fahan,

For seven hundred years the history of this Church
has been wrtten tn Gload,  They envinerate not less
than thinty-six persecutians by the civil and ecclesi-
astical authorities of the Church of Rome. Their
poor valleys have hterally fattened on the bload of
manyrs.  Nearly every rock is a monument of some
murdered saint ; every nieadow w itnessed executions,
and cvery village and hamlet has its roll of mastyrs,

From A.D. 1198, when Othe commanded the Bishop
of Turin to “extertmmnate the heretic Vaudois,” down
to the Jast century—a period of nearly seven hundred
years— they have been the victims of the most velent-
iess fary, on account of their yehgion. Paul seems to
have had them in lus eye when he wrote the jast pant
of the eleventh chapter of Hebrews., In ane of these
persecutions—in 1683, when Louis X1V. revoked the
Edict of Nantes—two hoshie arnmes were sent to
externunate them, and three thousand were put w0
death, ten thousand imprisoned, and three thousand
childeea taken away 1o be ransed by Catholics. The
news of thus D'osdy persccuwrion reaused the divilized
woold and many raoens remenstraied with the
papiat posges in sirony setms of disapproval,  Crom-
weil sonl an envoy 1o Prote-t agatust it, and raived a

Fuge e to seheve the sufferings of those who were

not destroved, but whaose homes were burned and
contatey devastated.  J1 was then that Johu Miltan

“Aver 3, O Lord, Thy shoughtercd saints, whose bones 'teries of a trade or profession, and often we know a

Lie scattesed on the Alpinc mounaing cold ;
- L] . [ 4 L4
Their martyred blood and ashes sow
O'er all the Htahian fields where still doth sway
The triple tyrant ; that from these may geow
An hundied-fold, who having learned  Ihy way,
Early may fly the Babylonian woe 1

Since 1826, their condition has been improving,

great deal about them without really knowing them.
A mystery is not known till what it conceals is fully
revealed,

To know the mystery of Cliristianity is not then to
know some abstruse doctrine. It is not to give con-
sent to some incompreliensible propositions resting on
some supposed external authority, It is to kaow and

untit now, by decree of thewr king, they enjoy equal | realize what 1s pliinly tavght in the Gospel, Itisto

nghts and liberties with alt tus Jialian subjects.

Gad has graciously and wondesfully preserved this
“remnant” who never “bowed the knce to Baal,”
until they have seen all temporal power wrested fram
their bitter persecutors, and relgious hiberty pro-
claitned at the very doors of the Vancan, Comiag
forth from their natne valleys, the Vaudois have
spread all over the lialian pluns, establishing churches
and missian statinns in almost cvery part, and are to-
day selling the Bible and preaching the Gospel in the
city of Rome. So has Gad saved this faithful “ lutle
flock ” for se great and blessed a destiny.,

in doctrine, th> Waldeasian Church is thoroughly
Calvinistic, holding the same system of doctrine after-
wards so fully and ably expounded by john Calvin,
and held to.day not only by the Presbyterian Church,
but by a vast majority of all professing Christians.
Among the doctrines which this ancient Church has
always held and defended with its blood and treasure,
we may mention, “God’s sovereign, uncaenditional
election, Justification by faith alone, through the im-
putation of Christ's rightcousness, Sanctification by
special power of the Holy Spirit, and the {inal perse-
verance of the saints.”

They have always rejected the Popish doctrines of
the mass, purgatory, worship of the Virgia Mary, of
saints and tmages, the holy water, vigils, ctc.

Such is a bricf autline of this ancient Church of
God, whose faft history would 611 volumes, It lives
1o-day, the oldest ecvangelical Church of God on earsth,
and richly deserves the honour that mea and God
have put upon it. 1t is the “ burning bush” of the
Church, burning through all the centuries, yet uncon-
swmned. When * darkness covered the land and gross
darkness the people,” the light of its undimmed famp
shone forth amid the universal gloom, beautifully ilus.
trating its own ancient motto, “ fiex ducet in lensdris?

1f martyr spirits receive special honouss in heaven,
as we are led to believe, this Church will have a
$arger propartion of honoured dead in the presence of
God than any other. In its fidelity to the truth, in
its patience ta tridulation, in its fortitude under per-
secution, in s zeal for God's service and its self-
sacrificing spint for the rause of the Gospel, it sets an
Hlustrious example to all Churches of Christendom.
These are the virtues God loves, hoaagurs and rewards.
Would that all of His people were inspisred with the
spirit of this heroic mariyr Church,  Then His king-
dom would scon come and His wilt be done in earth
as 1t s in heaven.—~Christian Observer.

THE MVYSTERY OF THE GOSPEL.

When we speak of anything that we cannot explain
we ¢all it mysterious. Many things tn nature are
mysterious. In a sense the whole world and all con-
siected with it, as life, death, birth, growth ang decay,
however common and familiar they may be, is 2 mys-
tery. There is no subject we can exhaust, no matter
we can fully explaia, cverything has a deyond, It is
allied to samething clse, and 112t to another, branch-
ing out into the infinite.  If i is so in nature, we may
expect the same in the Gospel.  The subject is Ged,
man, and cedemption. Though the Gospel be i revet-
ation, and on one side comprehensible, yet the
meze we study it the deeper we ga, the more we cry
out, “Oh, the depth {*  Everywhere these is a back-
ground of mystery. Infinity meets us on cvery side
Evea time dtself, which secms so detinite, merges intwo
ctecnity.

St Pawt was very 22alous to make known the mys-
tery of the Gospel.  To hunself « had been a revelz-
tioa of Ieht ang bie, and what it kad been to him he
kaet it could be o others.  But to many who have

wraee tht immoutal ode - 2 prayer 1o God—which : heard the Gospel 1t is sult 2 mystery, 3t is one thing

has at Iast baen most appropriatety answered :

J 10 bear,

and another (0 kuaw,  We speak of the mys

feel the truth of what is revealed, to have a sense that
we have come out of darkness imto light, to kaow that
God is a Being of the greatest perfection, that Heas
mamfested in Christ, the perfect man, that we may be
debvered fron all sia and conformed to the divine
image, And the miore earnest we are to learn, the
wmore we shall know, the better we are, and the more
the mystery shall be revealed tous. St Paud, writing
to the Corinthians, says: * We speak of the wisdom
of God in a wystery, even the hidden wisdom which
Ged ordained before this world to aur glory, which
none of the princes of this world kaew, for bad they
known it they would not have crucified the Lord of
glory. But as it is written— eye hath not seen nor ear
heard, neither have entered into the heart of man, the
things God hath prepared for them that love Him.
But Gad hath revealed them unto us by His Spiit,
for the Spirit searcheth all things, even the deep
things of God."—Guod Words,

“THIS SEAT 1S TAKENY>

We tearned to be famifiar with the expression dur-
ing a short trip to the mountains last summer. For
nearly Gifty miles, two ladies succeeded in warding off
travelters who sought the shady side of the car, and
the seat in front of them was the convenient recepta-
cle of their baggage, while their attendant gentleman,
if, indeed, e was not a wnyth, must have had con-
venient accommosations in the smoking car.

Presently, however, an uncouth looking individual,
who had been standing and sdently making observa-
tions, quickly removed the baggage and wrned the
seat. The astamshed ladies paused in their canver-
sation to each other, and raised their hands as if in
remonstrance, but i was too Iate; the thing was
quickly and quictly accomplished, and the two for-
cigners who were scated there seemzd to understang
no words or gestures,  Public opinion, in that car at
teast, sided with them,  “ Pm glad of it,” was the ex-
pression in looks, where no wards were spoken,

Near by was seated another lady, half of whose
seat * was taken” by her own Lundies. She took the
first opportunity 1o invite a passing lady to share it
with her, evidemly feacing that she might be obliged
to endure a jess desiratile companion,

Aryiving at one of the mountain hotels, the only
signal for meals seemed to be the opening of the din-
ing-room door. The reom not being large enough
for all, those who were not on hand were obliged 10
wait. Next day, the new comers were in first ; but as
some of them were abaut to be seated around a table
designed 10 accommodate seven, one youny lady
rushed up, exclaiming : * This sear’s taken, and this,
and this.” She evidently wanted the whole table for
her party, but ane gentleman was not so easily baf-
fled, “1 don’t know who has taken @t,” he quietly
remarked, as he seated himself by his wife’s side,
“the cleck gave it 10 me yesterday, and we sat here
this motning undisturbed.” The young lady was
speechless, but her withering lpoks failed to discon-
cert the geatleman, whose polite attentions to all at
the 1able succeeded at last in deawing even from her
puckered lips a telucsant “ thank you.”

“Cars all ready for Franconia Notch,? shouted the
conductar; and sure enough, they seemed to ba 2l
ready, for as the crowd entered, not a seat was avail-
able. Qne person was guarding four, others one and
twa ; the aisle was uncomfortably crowded, “This
way,” said the rondnctor, “room ta the palace car for
thase who are standing.”  The eagaged seats were at
a discount (plenty of room nowd, bt the eonductor
insisted that they should be retained by their occu-

paats, and all were made comfortable,
“ Do as you would be dane b is as gond a rule
~tien tsavelling as elsewhere.—~Congregalionalist,
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POUELTS FROM THE PULPIT.

Rightly to divide the word of truth is the Christia
minister’s special mussion, It is not my purpose
captiousty to criticise men who sustain the exalted

position of ambassadors of Christ.  And yet, perhaps, !

a fow honest words fiom the pew, in the spint of
kindly syrapathy, may be the means of correctg av
evil which, if persisted in, wust weaken or injure the
work of the pulpit. The people who go ta church do
not care anything about the difficulties that surround
the excyesis of 2Ais or that passage.  Neither do they
care 1o know what the Greek or Hebrew of it may be.
It is undoubtedly necessary that a minister be versed
in these languages, but the pulpit is not the place for
quotations from the onginal,  Thete is a popular ten-
dency to discuss in the pulpit mooted passages and
mooted qurstions that have in themselves no practical
bearing upon the great issues of hfe and death to the
soul, Witlun the last few weeks churchegoers in the
city in which we write have returned from public
preaching perplexed with unnumbered difticultics.

Passages that for a lifetime have been accepted in
the old orthodox fashian are suddenly deprived of alt
their sacredness, questionable hypotheses taking the
place of what was befare an undoubted fact. Modern
Rationalism shews its insidious hand nowhere more
markedly than in the dialectic tendency of our pulpits,
1t is not that popular miscanceptions are corrected,
nor that prevalent errors are expased, but there ate
withal needless expositions of the most recondite and
abstruse questions of theology—questions enshrouded
in a cloud of metaphysical opacity, the discussion of
which produces no benefit to the Church, nur aids in
the conversion of a single soul. 1 wauld nat for a
moment have the minister forsake the didactic char-
acter of his preaching. My only plea is that he rise
above the tnfling inaccuracies of text and transiation,
above the influcnce of critics and exegetes, and pre-
sent to the people life, hfe—eternal lfe.

1t is much to be feared that in our namby-pamby
age, an age of luxuries and elegancies, not only are
we physically deteriorating, but the guabty and style
of our preaching is vastly more accomntodating to the
errors and foibles of modern civilization than the
plain, homely and soul-cutting truths presented by
our forefathess. The minister needs to preach the
truth as one having authonty. He minifies the value
of his high commission by labouring to reconcife the
scientific and textual difficulties suggested by Ration-
alistic sceptics. Church-going people have little
patience with many theological distinctions. They
prefer, as a rule, the plain, unvarnished Gospel, fresh
with the inspiration of Calvary, unalloyed with the
femmas, dilfemimas and trilemmas of theology.

To preach the Gospel unostentatiously, to enunciate
the evangelical truths of our rehgion, 1o give to a
perishing world the bread of hife, is a glory to be cov-
eted. There are not wanting historical examples of
manly herovism among God’s ministers.  Behold
Ehjah, alone against the prophets of Baal; John the
Baptist against Herod ; Pavl before Agrippa; Atha-
nasius condra »undum,; Huss before the Counci;
Luther before Emperor and Diet.  Austere these men
are sometimes called. . Thus uncompromising integ-
rity has ever been designated.  Yet this masculinity
of character is the type of preacher which this age,
with 1ts unparadieled corruptions, especially demands.

Let the hight shine from bistory and coramentary ;
gather the golden kernels from Alford,Ellicon,
Lange, Hengstenberg, and the fathers ; but from the
sacred desk let there be no concessions to science, no
compromising with the refinements of saciety, and
above all, no hesitating interpretations. — Philadelphia
Presbyterian.

HOW TO HEAR.

A great deal is naw srid about how ministers
should preack.  Let us think a little how the people
should kear.  We are required 1o tzke cace not only
what but kew we hear. Some people hear in vain,
They do nat prepare their minds before hand, but go
to the sanctuary as the giddy multitude go to a place
of amusement.  They are entively influenced by curi-

}os‘uy, and running from place to place afler great
o | inCn, exalt the messengers but neglect the message.

Others <o not listen so as to understand and remem
ber, They seem 1o think that simple Aearing will,
hke digestion, arculation, and respiration, do them
good without affenfion. And then these are not a few
who do not hear for thonsches, but for their nogh-
bours, It is their constant cffort to apply any strik-

img remark that is made, to others, not imagining,

hat if not intended for, 1t is a1 least suited to, them-
selves,

One who woold hear profiably, should luy aside
cvery temparal concern. He should teave the business
of the world behd, and go from tus closet to the
touse of Gad alter having prayed for a blessing upon
tumself, his pastor, and tus fetlaw-worshippers,

He should hear withowt grofjudive.  Prejudice, like
the jaundice, diffuses its own colour on every abject
that it survevs, and he who goes ta the church under
its influence, either agaiast the preacher, the people,
or the doctrine, will be sure ta miss a blessing,

He should hear regularly. Every skilful pastor,as
he has some order 1 each discourse, has also some
arrangement of themes which he regards as necessary
to success in his ministrations, He studies “ rightly
to divide the ward of truth.,” Alchough he may be
said to draw the bow at a venture, it is only so, as to
result, not as to design. Unless, therefore, it is not
important (o receive the separate and united influence
of the combined truths and principles of the Word of
God, and to prevent a spiritual impulse of one dis.
course spending itself before it is followed by another,
such a pastor should always be heard where no provi.
dentiat hindrance intervenes.

fle should nlso hear with fuith, It is said of the
Israclites in the wilderness, that “the word preached
did not profit them, not being mixed with faith in
them that heard”  Faith in the precepts will lead to
obedience, faith in the promises will afford encour-
agement, and faith in the threatenings will inspire
with a sacred dread of offending, but where there is
no faith there is no profit—worse still, there is actual
loss, far the soul n such a process toses its suscepti-

bility of impression from divine truth, and becomes
confirmed in unbetief.

GUIDANCL,

BY THR REY. A T, THOMAS, FORMARLY TASTINR OF THRX NORTHRRN
CARLRYEGATIONAL CHLRCH, TORONTO.

{Supgested by the New Year's Casd for 3880, of Shrubland

road Congregational Charch, Rev. T, €. Udall, Pasior.)

“ The Lotd shall guide thee continualty. "~ Isa’ali it g1,

Yes, be my guade, Thou ever gracious Lord,
And may s thought cefestial joy afwd,

‘That God will safely lead me every day,

Till al} eantl's mists and shadows pass away,

As in1he past, guide me with Rndest fove,

For ia the gath hat feads 1o jogs abave,

Thy mercies have been sich, and bonntiful, and free,
Gad’s ways have been with rases strew'd far me.
1 da ot ask that each returning day

Shall shune with sadiance, hke the orhof day §

«* Take wp thy ctoss,” our dear Redeemer said,
We need atike the supshine, and the shade;

And oft it causes us a sweet surprise

Ta find aue trials merctes in Qisguise.

With patience Jead me—while Tlean on Thee,
Hear all my many failings tenderly 5

Siace first my Father’s tove upon me smiled,

§ have been denlt with as Thone own dear chald.
Then gently lead me, Fathee, day by dag,

O be my guide through all wy pilgom way |

In wisdom lead me in Thy Tiath divine,

And let me foc Thy glory brightly shue
Althongh obscure my lot, the taper’s nay

Might hight some poor, lost traveller on his way.
‘The stats that shine tike gems upon night's brow
Speak earestly ** Live, live for Jesus now,

And thas be numbered with the traly wise,
Whose tustre stall outshine the ghstening skies.
O 1 how I thank Thee, God of wondrous fove,
That Thou wilt guide me to 1ay home abave ;
Hail happy home ! iy sweetest thouglts arise,

{ fong 10 be with Chaist in Paradise ;

These 1 shall sing wy Saviue's lofty praise,
And on His fovely face for ever gaze ;

O glactous home ! where alf the good and bless'd
Meet, and shall be {or evermore ag ress.

ENCOURAGE THE CRILDREN.

In reading the life of G:o;ge Combe, the father of
English pbrenology, we were much struck with the

-

following paragraph which occurs i a fragment of
autohiography all too short: “ With a natre higbly
affectionate § never received a caress ; with an andent
desire to be approved of, and 1o be dhistingmshed for
hewny good and clever, | never recened an enconum,
nor Lnew what 11 was to be praised for any action,
exertion or sacnfice, however great ; and humble as
was the figure 1 made at school, { did my best, and
often dragged my weary bones there, when with a
feebler sense of duty | should have gone to bed.” It
is unspeakably sad for a man tocarry about with hin

a biter memory like that of George Combe's, and
though his may be an exceptionally bitter one, many
thousands could speak, if they would, in a smular
strain,  Nay, have we not ourscives the remembrance
of a time when, having striven with all the anght of
our child-nature to overcome a defect or to do some
good deed, we hungered for some word of commenda-
tion and encouragement, but hungered in viun. We
posssbly can even now recal! the pang which almost
rent our hearts asunder when, instead of the glad re-
cognition of our striving, we were rated on the mam-
festation of another and different fault, Let us not,
then, forget that child-nature is the same to day as nt
was “ when we were young.”

That timid, shrinking girl, who almast stacts at the
saund of her own vaice, and seems to become quite
stupefied when you turn your stern eye upon hers, is
perhaps hungering with a nameless hunger for ane
stuite {from your free, or one kindly, patient ward
from your lips. That smile, that kind word, she may
carry into & home where poverty and care and sin
ever braod, and they may be to her as heaven's beni-
son for a whole weary week. Withaut that word or
smile she may creep back to the shadows and beguile
the hours with weeping. Has it not been sa? That
wild, rollicking, mischief-laving, mischief-making boy,
who is the plague of your heart, but who loves you
with a lave purer and stronger passibly than any
other boy in the class, do not judge him too hasshly,
it is more than likely that sometimes when he has
seen the pained took in your face, his heast has
smitten him, and he has madea resolve that when
another Sabbath comes he will shew that he can
master his weakness for the sake of his teacher. His
want of success in his resolve may possibly give him
as much pain that night, when he setires to his bed,
as it did you, for we speak what we do know and have
felt. Give him the credit for good resolve, and you
will ind a way 1o his heart which will never be shut
against you. We take it that a wise teacher will be
like the skilled husbandman, who makes a siudy of
each species of plant in his garden, in order thay,
knowing its nature and characteristics, he shall be
able 1o minister to its healthy development. A uni-
form, unchanging system of (reatment must of neces-
sity prove fatal to many a tender plant.  These may
be common-place truisms, but have we apprecinted
their value in our all-dmporiant work ?—ZLondon 5. S.
Teacher.

PAULS LODGING IN ROME.

it is obviovs that Paul wonld not have been alloned 1o
seek 2 lodging in the Yewisk quarter beyand the Tiber, siace
be would e abliged ta consuit the converience of the suc-
cessions of soldicrs whose duty 1t was o keep puand over
tim. R is indeed possible that he mighe kave been Jocated
near the Excubitorium, but it seems more fikely 1hat the .-
tonans who were settled there were 100 much accupied with
the dutics thrawn on them iy their attendauce at the alace
10 leave them leisure to guasd an Sndefimie number of pn.
soners. We infer, therefore, that Paul's **hired apastaent™
was within close range of the Pravtorian camp.  Among the
prisoners there confined he might have seen the Jewish priests
who had beer sent to Rome by Felix, and who won frotm their
nation_so much appsoval by the abstinence which they en-
dured in the delermination that they would nat be defited by
any foca of uaclean meat. Here, tao, he may have seen Caras
due, the British Prince, whose heyoic resistance and simple
dignity extorted praise even from Roman enermies.  The fact
that he was ot in the crowded city precincts would enable
him a1 less cost to get a better room than the sufhing parrets
whick Juvenal so feclingly desceibes as 2t once ruinously ex-
pensive ang distressingly inconvenient.

TR Rev. My, Cole, of Erzroum, ately visited a village
in Eastern Tutkey, where he found some tez men who had
embraced Christiaaity, end wece waiting for some one (o
come amopg *hem and organise & church,
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England and twenty-seven from America, was formed
to revise the present *authorized version” of the
Holy Scriptures. This commuttee was divided into
two sections, onc taking the Old Testament, the other
the New. These learned divines have laboured
farthfully during these ten years, having devoted
forty days of each year to this important work, They
receive no remuneration for their labours, encept that
their traveling expenses are paid. Those engaged
on the New Testament have finished their work, and
i a few months the University Presses will 1ssue the
Revised New Testament.  The Old Testament is
not expected unnl 1882,

The object is not to give a new version, but rather
to revise the old version, freeing it from all errors of
text and translation, so that with this revised Bible
in his hand, the Enghsh reader may feel confident
that, as nearly as possible, he has in his own lan-.
guage, the word of God as it was oniginally given to
holy men by the Holy Ghost.

There are several consriderations which Jead us con-
fidently to expect that the present revision will be
more correct than any previous one.  The present
committee have far greater facilities for giving a true
rendering of the ongmal than had the forty-seven
divines who were appointed to this work m King

THE REVISED BIGLE.

LN years ago a committee of seventy-nine of the

James’ tine.  These men began their woik 1n 1607
and fimshed in 1611, Since then important and
trustworthy manuscripts have been discovered ard !
great progress has been wade in the study of the
sacred languages. The present committee will take
advantage of all the discoveries made during these
270 years. Erasmus had smteen MSS. extending
back about joo years. We now have 1,600 MSS.,
three of which reach back to the fourth century.
These three, the Alexandnan, Vancan, and Sinane,
are in the keeping of the Protestant, Roman and
Greek Churches respectively. The Aleaandnan MS..
now in the Bruish Museun, was sent as a present in
1628 to Charles 1., by the Patriarch of Canstanunople.
The second 15 1n the Vaucan at Rome. The Smar-
tic MS., found in 18359 by Tischendorf in a convent at
Mount S, is at St. Petersburg.  This 1s the most

“not tatk, but good behaviour, The word ¢ (lamn:\-ll am concerned, it may remain one,” If that is a

ton " 1 Cor. v 29, has troubled many a tender (gh-minded Chrisuan seatun:nt, we fail 1o sce it
soulin conung tothe Lord'stable.  This word was i Agawmat s sud that these meetings are “run™ by two

common use three hundred years ago, meaning to pro-
nounce sentence.  As for example a writer about that
tune says @ " When Judas siw that Jesus was damned
he went out and hanged bFunself”  The word “ap-
pearance " in 1 Thess. iv. 22, m the new translation

will be rendered “foim " and the verse will scad
|

* Abstain from cvery form of evil.” Thase w fasour

jof clerical rule have been fond of quoting Heb. xus.

7 3 hereafter this prop will be taken from under them
and they will read “remember them that are your

best bibheal schelars of the age, fifty-two from | guides, whose fuith follow.”

Now no man of common scnse will argue that it
is well to retain these obscuring and misleading words
and phrases in the New Testament.  The truth s of
more consequence than the word as the hight 1s more
than the lantern.  There will be many nunor altera.
tions, but no new doctrine will be taught, and no old
doctrine laid aside.  As Dr. Schaff says: *The
revision will so nearly resemble the present version
that the mass of readers and hearers will scarcely
percerve the difference, while a careful companson
will shew sl:ght improvements in every chapter and
almost every verse.” The Christan world will
heartily welcome the revised Bible. The learning
and piety of the members of the revision committee
are such that the fullest confidence can be reposed
in the results of their labour.

b e ]

THOSE CHURCH MEETINGS.

HE eyes of not a few need enlightening regarding

the duty of attending the church meeting. Asa
rule, this mmporiant gathering is not attended as it
should be, considering its vital value to the interests
of the church. In fact, many persons could not more
persistently avoid it, if they thought they would catch
the small-pox by going. They have a prejudice
aganst it, which is frequently as baseless as it is un-
wise. Some speak of 1t with scorn. Others treat it
with an indifference which they think is something
sublime. And others drop it out from their list of
church duties, as if 1t had no claim upon their con-
sideration whatever. Hence in some quarters, what
with forgetfulness, inditference, or dishke, the church
mecting fares preity badly. And in consequence,
erther the affaits of the church fall into a dilapidated
condition, or clse the business has to be done by the
few, who have too often to hear unpleasant remarks
made concermng them by the absentees.

In the Congregatioual system the power to transact
the business 15 not resident in a board of vestrymen,
or a board of elders, or a company of stewaids. The
power belongs to the church, that is to the whole cir-
cie of the memberslup.  Each member has the hiberty

complete M5.1n existence and : ontains the whole of { of staung his views, and recording his vote. This

the New Testament. It could not have been written
later than the early part of the fourth century, about
200 years after the death of the Apostle John. In
addition to these we have some 130 folio volumes of
the wntings of the Fathers. These men, who hved
in the second century, were fond of quoting the exact
words of the inspired w iers. {t is an interesting
fact, 2nd one that confirms our faith in the genuine-
ness of the New Testament, that if 1t were wholly
destroyed, it could be renewed, with the exception of
about three verses, from the writings of the Fathers,
These MSS., many of which have been brought to
light since 1611, will be of great assistance to the
present revisers.

Agam, during the 270 years since our present ver-
sion was completed, there have been important
changes made in the Englishlanguage. Many words
then in use have become obsolete, and many others
have entirely changed their meaning.  There are
some 250 words that have undergone that process of
change. For example, the word “prevent” now
means to nder, but at the time of the translation it
meant 10 go before, to get to a place beforehand.
Paul's teaching concerning the resurrecion mm 3
Thes. v. 15,15 obscured by the continued use of this
word therc. The word * conversation " then meant,

{ being one of the leading principles of our form of

Church government, it follows that when a man joins
one of our churches, he is bound in honour to give
some portion of his attention and time to help to the
right conduct of church business. When he has sung
his hymn, lifted his prayer, heard the sermon, and
nartaken of the emblems in the Supper, he has not
done all lis duty. There still remains to him the
duty of bringing his intelligence to bear upon the
business of the circle which he has seen fit to jown.
Until he has hfted this into the number of his duties,
he cannot comp’iment himself upon being in all
things truc to the churcl’s interests, except he has an
casy conscience which can conveniently drop out
any duty he does not fecl inclined to perform, and yet
be satisfied with himself all the same.

Of all the excuses we have ever heard advanced for
non-attendance at the church meeting, and we have
heard several, we never found one that would hold
water. We have heard it said that it was bke a
“Dbear-garden,” and that was cnough to keep pacific
sp.ats away. Is not that a very good reason why
peace-joving men should go, to counteract by their
gentleness the evil effects of theruder minds?  When
a man siays away on any such plea, he virtually says,
“The church mecting is a bear-garden ; and so faras

or three individuals, and there is no chance for any
one clse.  Any Congregational church which allows
two or three persons 1o *“run” everything has simply
uself to blame, In a chuich where every wmember
has the right to think for himself, to speak frecly,and
to vate independently, it is absolutely impossible for
two ot three to * run things,” except the rest agree to
allow them,  And if they are permitted to have their
way without protest, then whit consistency is there in
those who have consented to it objecting afterwards ?
Have they not closed their own mouths against just
criticism? And as it is with these excuses, so is it
with ai! the rest, they are poor defences against the
charge f neglecting duty.

ne of the most contemptible courses any one can
adopt 1s to absent himself from church meeting and
then grumble at what has been done there. It is so
small-minded, so utterly unworthy, that no person
with a fair share of common sense will doit.  Every
man who is a church member should be aware that
private fault-finding does not absolve him from his
responsibility of being there and atterpting to keep
things right. If e was in a Presbyterian or Metho-
dist Church, he would have a sound excuse for growl-
ing at the church session or official board, because he
had no voice in what they were doing. Butin a Con-
gregational church, where his voice may be heard,
and his vote is equal to the vote of any other person,
he has not the faintest shadow of a ground for fault-
finding with what is done. His staying away does
not alter lus responsibility one iota.  He is as much
to blame for what 1s done even though he is away, as
if he had been there and consented to it.  For it was
his duty 1o have been there, and to have attempted to
secure wise action.  [f these things were always kept
wn mind, many of the present objections to church
mecungs would disappear, and these gatherings would
be much more representative and efficient than they
are at present.

REV. 7. 7. BREESE.

T is with extieme reluctance that we return to the
case of the gentleman named above, but justice
alike to him, to ourselves, and to the churches, re-
qurres that he shall not be dropped with his letter of
last week and the few words that we were able to
append before leaving for New York.  First, let
us frankly and freely say that we were misled
with reference to Mr. Breeze's ordination— he zvas or-
daned and s a duly quabified minister, legally and,
humanly speaking, of the Gospel; he is entitled to the
prefix * Reverend,” and to call himself a Congrega-
tonal minister. \When we have said this we have
said all we think that can possibly be said in bis.
favour. In lus letter, Mr. Breese said : “ I will send
you the reccipt in every place where 1 preached or
lectured for the *Waubuno' sufferers, if you guarans.
tee me their publication ; also Mr. Hodgetts' letter
of authority ” None of these were among the docu-
ments shewn to us by Mr. Bieese, although we had
by letter and verbaily, assured- him that they should
be published. Why were not these forthcoming 2 Mr.
Breese knows, and we know—because they do not
exist. In his examination before the magistrate at
Georgetown, Mr. Breese stated that the money col-
lected there had been expended in hiring a hall, and
other things at Hamilton in the attempt to collect
further moneys fo: the same fund.  He, himself, told
us that he was forty dollars out of pocket, over and
above all that he collected. He made two remit.
tances, he states, one to the Mayor of Collingwood,
and one to Mr. Hodgetts. This latter gentleman, in
acknowledging its receipt, referred to a collection
made 1n Georgetown, and advised Mr. Breese, if he
wanted to save his character, toremitit.  This letter,
it was contended by Mr. Breesc’s lawyer, was an
authorization to collect, and was so held by the
magistrate, and Mr. Breese dismissed with a repri-
mand. This may be the true legal aspect of the case—
although 1t appears utterly opposed to all the prin..
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ciples of common sense— but we do not think that a
man can be found to say that of it is so, morality and
tegality in this case go together.  Here s money col-
lected 1n a place for a speaific object ; it1s not handed
over for that purpose; when it ccmes to the know.
ledge of the parties interested, their secretary writes
and asks about 1t, and tlus 1s authonzation to collect
those moneys? The zase lies in a nutshell: Mr.
Breese has collected tn (atleast) five places, we are
inforined, for the “Waubuno ” sufferers, and has re-
mattedithe collections in two only of these places. And
this man is hurt because it was stated that he was
not a minuster of the Gospel of Jesus Christ !

We may further say that we have evidence before
us that the first part of Mr. Breese’s letter of last
week is untrue. He was nof dismissed by the Mii.
waukee Council to anotner pastorate, but after a long,
patient and careful investigation of certain reports
which came to it “ derogatory to the ministerial char-
acter of the Rev. J. T. Breese,” 1t finally decided
* That this Convention permanently withdraw its fel-
lowship from the said Rev. J. T. Breese.” And this 15
what he has the hardihood to call being disnussed to
another pastorate.  This decision of the Council
was come to on the 2oth Dee., 1876, and one of the
documents he presented (No. 2.) was “ Authority 1o
take subscuptions for the ‘Advance, Apnl 12th,
1877.” What pastorate had Mr. Breese in the four
months intervening, and how came it to ternunate
so speedtily?

There are other questions and facts arising out of
Mr. Breese's letter, but we think that the matter has
been pursued far enough to shew how much confi-
dence is to be placed in the statements ol this gentle-
man. If heis wise he will endeavour in some other
sphere to use his talents 1n a different manner, and <o
to live that he will not have occasion to boast as he
did to us that he had again triumphed in being ac.
quitted by the Magistrate! Strange experience for
an ordained minister to make acquaintance with
Magistrates on such charges—the very fact carriesits
own commentary.

Mr. Breese is possessed with the idea, or pretends
to be, that there is a conspiracy against him, that
some of his brethren have determined to malign and
molest him and to destroy the good work that he is
doing. Let us say that one of the things strongly im-
pressed on our minds by this and sinilar cases lately,
is the laxity of ministers in their desire to help their
brethren of “ the cloth ;” their readiness to give let-
ters of introduction and commendation to men of
whom personally they know nothing, and their re-
luctance to let damaging facts be made public. M-
isters jealous! they ought to be, a great deal more
than they are, jealous of their holy profession, guard-
ing with the most scrupulous care agamst the intro.
duction of improper persons into thewr nudst, and
with all charty, yet with all firmness, refusing their
aid and comfort if by any means such are found
amongst them. For ourselves we have no fecling what-
ever against Mr. Brcese. We had not heard of lum
until this “ Waubuno ” matter transpired, and had not
spoken to him until he called upon us last week. We
have simply performed a very unpleasant duty, we
did not seek it, but when it came we did not shirk it,
and notwithstanding the threats of Mr. Breese we
shall, 1f necessity is laid upon us, pursue it further,
otherwise these are last words on a painful subject.

THE WILKES FUBILEE TESTIMONIAL.

—_—

To the Pastors, Deacons, and Mentbers of the Congre-
gational Churches in Canada :

DEAR BRETHREN,—In the autumn of 1878, the
Rev. Dr. Wiltkes completed the filticth year of his
public ministry, and commemorated that event by
preaching a scrmon special to the occasion. At that
time it occurred to some of his friends and former
church members that this was a fitting opportunity
for inaugurating a movement to present hmm with a
testimonial expressive of the esteem and respect with
which he bhas always been regarded by our churches,
and also of the high appreciation in which they hold
dis past services and efforts in their behalf, But,

owing to avariety of causes, amang which the general ary. Although lis suffernings were long and intense yet
connercial depression was not the least, the move  he bore it with patence, knowing that God doeth all
mem was never orgzamized hor was any appeal made things well.  He leaves belund bim a wife and four
to the churches,  Recentiy, however, steps have been hittle culdren who will greatly lament therr loss, but
taken to begin the matter anew, and 1h a more formal atis indeed a great consolation to them that God has
and dcfinite manner. A icsolution has been sub  pronused to be a husband to the widow and a father
mitted to the several Congiegational churches of to the fatherless, and all s promises are yea and
Montreal, asking for their co-operation, and they have amen in Christ Jesus. The deceased was highly
given their approbation to the movement, and have respected and estcemed by all wh knew him and
appointed certun of their members to represent them will be greatly mussed, especially by the church of

in the promotion thereof. A central comnuttee has
been formed for carrying into effect the clyect con-|
templated ; which 1s, to appeal to all our congrega-
tons in Canada, and to others who may be disposed
to render assistance, for contnibutions which shall bci

set apart to form a fund, to be designated * 74ei
Bilkes Jubtlee Testimonral Fund,” and which on us,l

completion shall be presented to Dr. Wilkes for the
sole use and benefit of himself and fanuly, as an ex- |
pression of grateful respect and appreciation on the'
part of our churches and others for his long and un-
wearied services s a mimister of Chnst.
vices are so well known and widely recognized, that it
15 not necessary here to dwell upon them,  And that
they are held in high value by many friends connected
with the Colonial Missionary Society and others in
the mother country, and also by many members of
the various denominations in this country,1s shewn
by the fact that they have expressed their willingness
to join our churches in contributing to this fund.

This statement 1s put forth 1n order to apprise the
churches that the movement has now assumed a
defimte shape, and that it will be vigorously prose-
cuted, and to bespeak their cordial sympathy and co-
operation in the same.

As there are many cogent reasons against unneces-
sary delay, it is proposed to bring the matter to a
conclusion before the autumn sets 1n, and to present
the testimonial to Dr. Witkes on the fifty sccond
anniversary of his public ministry, in October next.

We remain, on bhehalf of the Committee, faithfully
yours,

THOMAS ROBERTSON, Chasrman.
GEORGE HAGUE, Fin, Trcasurer.
GEORGE CORNISH .

G. \\’.( {iEHRS, i } Hon. Sec's.

Montreal, March gth, 188o.

N.B.—1t is requested that all contributions or cor-
respondence connected with the Fund be addressed
to Dr. Beers, Beaver Hall, Terrace, Montreal.

CONGREGAT10NAL COLLEGE OF B.N.A.— The Prin
ctpal begs to remrind all who are thinking of asking
the labour of one of the students during the coming
vacation, that the time for settling the details of ar-
rangements is very near, hence the importance of
prompt and definite application. He would be glad
to hear from them without delay.

Montreal, March sth, 188o.

OBITUARY.

Died on the 18th ult., inthe 76th year of her age, Mrs.
Evans, relict of Richard Lvans, Esq., at her residence n
Watford, Ont.

Mrs. Evans settled, with her husband, in Warwick
township, nearly half a century ago—one of the
first settlers in the township. For nearly thirty-six
years she was a consistent member of the Zion and
Watford churches. She was a Christian whose light
shone 1n her daily hfe. It was always a charactens-
tic of her hfe tc put the best construction upon things
—always presenting the bright ssde.  Her presence
will be missed by all who knew her. The funeral was
conducted by her pastor, assisted by the .inghcan
clergyman, and the Methodist Episcopal minister,
and a large concourse of people attended.

H. J. COLWELL, Paslor,

Waltford, Feb. 25tk 1880.

Many of our rcaders will learn with sorrow of the
death of Mr. Archibald McPhadyen, of Maniila,
The cvent took place on Wednesday, 25th of Febru-

These ser- |

which he was a member.
Manella.

M. A, MACFADYEN.

GHorrespondence.

IO CORRESPONDENTS,
Write as briely as posubde- our space s hmited —on one side of the
paper only.

‘The Editor 1s not responaible for the opnions espressed by corres.
pondents.

' Tothe Editor of the CANADIAN INDFIKSDRAT,

S1R,—As the abrupt termuination of the pastorate of
the Rev. S. P, Barker of the Congregational church
here has been made the subject of a good deal of
comment n the public Press, perhaps you will find
space for the following letter. I may explain that
after Mr. Barker’s resignation had been accepted,
cvidently much to that gentleman’s surprise, he com-
menced services in the city hall, Patmer hall, etc., and
in order to prov« kis antecedents good, he produced
acall ) from the church of which he was formerly
pastor, that at Ionia, Mich. The genwineness of this
document was so seriously doubted that one gentle-
man offercd, through the city Press, to donate $20to
the Widow’s Home f such a “call” could be pro.
duced. In view of the following letter I need hardly
say that the * Home"” 1s not likely to get that $20. 1
may add that I would not trouble you with this matter
only that I decm it necessary as a deterrent to hasty
action on the part of churches in choosing pastors of
whom they know nothing.

The following is the letter alluded to, and by giving
it insertion you will much oblige TruTH.

** To the Editor of the ExiostToR.

*“DEAR Sir,—The assertion of Mr. S, P. Barker that he
had received a call as pastor frum the Fust Congregational
Church, of lonia, Michigan, of which he was former pastor,
to the irreparable injury of the church, isonly a msld exhibi-
tun of sume of lus charactenstic traits.  He has received no
such call, and when he does, you skl receive prompt
notice. A, T, YEoMANS.,

“Llerk of the 1st Congl. Church, lonia, Mickigan.”’

To the Editor of the Caxavias INpEPENDENT,

It mught be a matter of interest to the readers of
the INDEPENDENT, especially those in Montreal, to
hear something concerming the great revival which is

now going on 1n Belleville.  The Rev. E. . Ham.
mond came here in the beginning of February, at the
carnest request of eight of the Evangelical Churches,
These Churches umited under the name of the
“ Revival Union” and as the result of their harmony,
their earnest prayers, their subordination and activity,
a great revival has taken place. The most of the

| churches were closed each Sunday night in favour of

the union services ; the Sunday schools were closed
for two Sundays in order that the children might
assemble in one grand union service. Mr. Hammond
pays special attention to the spinitual interests of the

children. For about two weeks he had a mass meet-
ing of the children every afternoon ; and hundreds of
them were converted (see his excellent publication
on “ The Conversion of Children ). He held inquiry
meetings, for them at the close of each service, where
adult Christians gathered the lambsinto the fold. We
have witnessed many touching scenes at these child-
ren’s meetings, and heard of many touching incidents,
Mr. Hammond has written many books for children
and has been a great blessing to the youth and child-
hood wherever he has conducted revivals, He docs
not aim at reaching the children through the parents,
but he reaches the children directly and the parents
through the children. In all the meetings he insists
on a great deal of singing, and many have attributed
their conversion to the hymns which were sung. Two

choirs are kept, one at each end of the building, who
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relieve cach other  The book dased 15, * Hymns of passioned eloquence. *“ Friend Wetherald” has been

Salvation,” a nwmber of whneh Mr Hammond  bas jled to take charge of this bittde churceh, he beheves, by

composed himself.

‘There are usually three meetings i the Smnit of God,
each day ; one tnh the morniag at ten, another in the “lead to the severance of the tie between hunsclt and

If the steps he has raken shouid

afternoon at four, and one 1n the everang at seven |the Socrety of Friends, amony whom he is Modera-
.

All the churches i the umon are at the service of the | tor, as s probat .c, then God may lead to the further  Mar "-,‘.

Comnuttee. A number of the meetings have been
held in the City Hall. The evening meectings have
all been held in the large Canada Methodist church.
Last Sunday aficrnoon that great building was filled
with women of all ages and stations. It was a strange
sight {the presence of nmunisters was 1equested) many
of the unconverteld were in tears and anxiously seck-
ing forgiveness and peace. In the evening the same
building was crowded with men ; there was not one
woman present. ‘The women met for prayer and
praise in the Methodist Episcopal church, at the
same tune.  The men'’s meeting was most solemn,
and resulted in the conversion of large numbers, The
great success which has anended the meetings has
been due mainly to the spirit of unity and devotion
which has prevaled amongst the mimsters and
Chrisuan peaple. There has also been very much
earnest prayer; the pzople have been brought out
by newspaper reporis, visitors, and hand-bills.  And
the speaker has been so popular and the meetings so
powerful that when people have once come they
could not remain away. The result has been that up
to this time, between six and eight hundred have been
converted ; some of these infidels, drunkards, keepers
of houses of ill-fame, and the worst characters of the
place. There is scarcely a house but rejoices over
the conversion of one or more of the famly, and
every church has been greatly strengthened. Mr.
Hammond's work is genuine; he strives to keep
down sensation. [t is astontshing to us that so many
should be converted where there is so much freedom,
for the meetings are full of humour and pleasantness.
A convert of the mectungs is hikely to stand, for he is
not “born again” annudst excited and extraordinary
circumstances.  Mr. Hammond chiefly presents the
truth by very clear and telling illustrations. He par-
ticularly dwells on the sinful state of man; crucifix-
ion and redeeming love and power of the Lord Jesus
Christ ; he also continually brings to the front ail the
great evangehical doctrines and acknowledges the
Holy Ghost as the source of all the power and suc-
cess. Mr. Hammond is expenenced, judicious, per-
severing, sanguine, skilful i the disposition of his
forces, in the management of his audience, and in the
arrangement and presentation of his subject.  le
has great gifts as an evangelist.
this week for Montreal. Before he came to Belle-
ville he laboured most successfully in St Catharines.
Of course every one has heard of the great revival
there and how the work has gone on since he left ;

|
|

step of lus azcepting ordimation among us, which the
church of St. Catharines desire, being already greatly
blessed under his mimstry.

70 A YOUNG CONVERT.
“As ye have therefore received Christ Jesus the Losd, so
walk ye in Him,"—Cal. i, 6,

tHow blest are thase who in life's early days,

Receive Christ Jesus and shew forth His praice 5

Receive Him in Hhs vatious titles given—

Their Aifzocate, to plead for them in Heaven ; {1 John di.1.]

Their Huriden Bearer, who in one dark day,

Bote, on the cross, their load of guilt away ; [4 Pet.ii. 24.}

Their Connsellor, with wisdom to advise ;  [lsaiah ix. 6}

Thewr strong Deliverer passed mto the skies 3 (¢ Thess. i.10.]

Their bright Lvample, i the Scripture given,

Macking the path that leads fium carth to heaven. {t Peter
. 21-22.

‘Their Freemd, that sticketh closer than a brother; [Prov.
xvitt, 24.}

Their Gurde so true that they will need no other; [John x. 4.}

‘Their Helper, ever near at hand to bless, [Heb. 11 18.)

And aid thesa thro® this world’s wile wilderness; [Heb. wi.

Their Intercessor, whase atoring blood 25,

Pleads—and proclaims the pard’ning love of God; /5]

Their Fudge, at whose tnbunal all must meet, {2 Cor. v. 10.]

But in s nghteousness they stand complete ; [Plil, 1, 9,

Col. 1. 10.]

Their Aing, whose powerful sceptre rules by love ;

‘Their Late-giver, whuse precepts they approve ; [Johaxiv. 21.)

Their great /igh Priest, whose perfect sacritice

Hath opened wide the gates of Paradise ; [Heb. x. 14.])

Therwr guiet, gentle, loving, humble Friend,

Whase spint to the lowltest conld bend ; [Isaiah xlii. 2.3,

Their merciful Kestorer, when they stray, Maut. xi. 29.)

Diverging from the straight and narrow way ; [V's. xxiii. 3]

Their gentle Shepherd wha, with constant care,

{_eads them n pastures ever fiesh and far. {Ps. xxiii. 3}

Their Aock of salety ; their foundation tirm, [Ps. xxxi. 2-3 )

On whom their sou?ﬁ repose, secure from harm; [ Lea, xxxii. 2}

Theic 7wtk immaculate and Zrust divine, [Rev.iii. 7]

In whom the Hay, the 7ruth, and Life combine; [John

Their 7reasury of unmsversal good ; [Col. 1. 3] xiv. 6.]

Learl of great price (how lutle understood); [Matt. xiv. 36.}

Embodied power and wisdom of the Lord; [t Cor.i. 24}

Their ** Ali 292 Al of excellence adored 3 {Gal. i €1 ]

O may you **walk in Hun " while hfe shall iast,

And in His footsteps follow, till (when past

The time of your probation on carth’s sphere)

Your spirit soars above to meet Him there, —~SENEX.

Xyeligious INews,

Tue Church of San Giovanni, in Conca, Milan, dating

He will leave here | back at least to A.ID. 879, has been purchased by the Wald-

enses,

Posare, the Queen of Tahiti and Moorea, died last Sep-
tember, 10 the seventieth year of her age.  When she was
boen missionares had just come to the South Sea Islands,
but nnt a single convert had been won to Chust,  When

we intend carrying it on here after Mr. Hammond | Pomare died she had been many years a faithful Christian,

leaves. The praises of God are on all our lips, *for
He has done great things for us whereof we are

glad.” A. O. CossAr.
Belleville, February 20th.

__:_I;-Se_;s' of the & hurctes.

|

}

more than 300 1slands had become wholly Christianized, and
on neatly all the rest Chrishan workers were making known
the Gospel,

THERF are signs that the childish fiction that the Pope is
but a person m velvet fetters n the Vatican will soon be
dispensed with.  As a fact, Leo X1IL frequently drives 22+
cogmto through the strects of KRome.  On  Christmas
Eve, for cxample, his Holiness accompanied by Cardinals
D1 Pretro and Nina, slowly traversed the Corso, examining

ST. CATHARINES.—The church here w'.ich has for  \he windows set out with toys and presents for children,

some time been very much depressed f.om the loss i with a very natural interest.
Lof the Gesu and prayed a while before he retumned to the

of their minister Rev, Mr. Black, ans other things
which have tended to weaken them, .re now looking
up, and feeling quite encourage.. They have se-
cured the services of ¥ Friend W etherald,” who seems
to be much beloved, and adajted to be useful, and
who feels himsclf led by the Holy Spirit to take bold
of this work. He approves of the Congregational
simple forms and Gospel liberty. He accepted water
baptism last Sabbath evening at the hand of Rev.
W. H. Allworth, of Pans, who baptized three adulis
and admitied seven into fellowship, after which we all
enjoycd the solemn service of the Lord’s supper. It
was a time to be long rememberew by all who joined
in it. The solemn services of the evening were intro.
duced by “ Friend Wetherald,” wko lucidly expounded
the Scriptures, and preached an evangelical discourse
on the compassion of Christ. The sermon was full
of scriptural illustration, and was deliverod with im-

{Ie then went to the Church

silver dungeons at the other side of the bridge of St. An-
gelo.

THE useful work of the societies for the protection of
children from cruel parents and guardians may be gathered
from what 1s reported of the operations of the New York
Society, in the words of Mr. Gerry : *“The child beggars
had disappeared. The miseiable little flower girls, who
used to haunt the theatres for immoral purposes, had disap-
peared. The emsloyment of children i1n juvenile opera
troops—that abomination—had been suppressed. The in-
famous padrone system, by which children of tender years
were bought of thewr parents, and brought in droves to this
countiy to be beaten, starved, abused, and worked well
ngh to death, to suppost their lazy and infamous masters,
had been crushed.  ‘The practice of sending children—
young boys and gitls—to pot-houses after lhiquor for their
lazy svperiors was also bzing put a stop to, and before a
twelve-month roiled around the curse of laby-farming in
New York would be unknown.  What the Society chiefly
wanted now was, snme permanent locality, some building
to which they could send their newly-rescued charges, to be
fed and cared for until the courts disposed of them.”

Ilhe $Sunday SSchool.

INTERNATIONAL LESSONS.

LESSON X1t
REUIEN OF LESSONS. 'i‘,"‘.'-

! GOLDEN Tuxr.—-"Wh;r_efore, by their fruits ye
shall know them.,”. Mait, vi. 20,

HOMR STUDIES.

M. Mattii. 1230 ..., e .Lessons I, 11,

T, Maw iic a7, ..Lesson 111,

Woo Mattiv, 1.11; Lukeiv. 1-13. . Lezson IV,

The Matt. v. 1226, ............... Lessons V,, VI,

F.oo Matov, 23 48...... e Lesson VII.

S, Matt vic 1413, 2443900 ... ... Lessons VIII, 1X,
Sab. Matt vii. 1-29........ vevr...Lessons X, X1,

HELPS TO STUDY.
The subject of the quaster’s lessons is
THE KINGDHOM OF GOD,

Four divisions may be made under thic genetal head :
(£) The Lord ;/ the KNingiom, (2) The Subpects of the King-
dom, (3} The Drinciples of the Kingdom, () The Feunda-
tiones of the Asngdom.,

I. Tue lorv or THE KiNcDOM.—Lessons 1.1V,
These four lessons are occupied with the earthly life of the
Saviour up to the time of His entrance upon His public
minstey.

Lesson /. The Infant Jesus.—Matt, ii. 1-12.  Golden
1| Text, Isaiah ix. 6.
t. Sceking and finding.  (a) The soughtOne.  (8) The

true seekers. (¢} Thewr object.  («f) Their success.

2. Sceking in vain. (a} The false seeker. (£} His pre-
tended ohject. (¢} His teal object.  (#) His failure.

Lesson /1, The Flight into Egypt. — Matt. 1. 13-23.
Golden Text, Matt. b 13,

1. The Fllghl. (a) A drcam. (#) God's care. {¢) *'Go,
and he gocth.”  (d) A prophecy fulfilled.

2. The persecution. {7) Herod's wiath. (8) The ** Mas-
sacre of the Innotents.” (¢} Another prophecy fulfilled.
{d) Rachel's lamentation.

3. The seturn.  (a) The death of Herod., {4) Another
dream. (¢} ** Come, and he cometh.” (d) A third fulfil.
ment of prophecy.

Lesson 171, Jesus baptized by John.—Matt. iii. 1-17.
Golden Text, Matt. iii. 17.

1. The Haptist’s Ministry. (@) The preacher and his
subject. (8) A religious revival. () A generation of vipers
descended from Abraham. (&) The doom of the fruitless
tree.

2. The public appearance and baptism of Jesus. (@) The
announcement. (b} The appearance.  (c) The baptism.
() The Trinity revealed,

Lessom 71, The Temptation of Jesus.—Matt. iv, 1-
1. Golden Text, Heb. i1 18.

1. The temptation to distrust.
dition.
tance.

2. The temptation to presume. (a) A dangerous emin-
erce. (4 A perversion of Scrpture. (¢} The Reply.

3. ‘The temptauon to deny God. {a) A magnificent offer.
(6) The Bible agan. () Victory.

I1. ‘THE SUBJECTS OF THE KINGDOM.~The beatitudes
describe, not many classes, but one class, that 1s those
who behieve 1in Chnst.

Lesson V. True Disciples.—Matt, v. 1-16. Golden
Text, Matt. v, 19,

1. Marhs of true disciples. () Consciously destitute.
(6) Acquainmtance with grief.  {¢) Mild and unassuming.
{d) Anxious to be holy. () Kind. (/) Actuated by un-
sclfish motives. (g) Desirous of peace.  {4) Persecuted and
calumniated.

2. Mission of true disciples.  (a) Vo preserve the world.
(#YVo enlighten the world. (¢} To glonfy God.

1. Tue PriNcirres oF Tue Kincnosm,—Lessons
VI.-VIIL. In these three lessons the moral law and the
sulbstance of Qld Testament teaching ate tak:n in as princi-
ples of the kingdom, and their true spiritual meaning is ex-
pounded.

Lesson VI, The Truly Righteous.—Matt. v. 17-26.
Golden Text, Psalm li. 6.

1. The permanence of the law. 2. The spiritual nature of
the law. 3. The practical nature of the law. 4. The neces-
sity of speedy agreement with the law.

Lesson VI, The Tongue and the Temper.—Matt.
v. 33-48. Golden Vext, Mait. v, 48,

1. Christian simplicity and purity of speech.
tian forbearance, 3. Christian bhenevolence.

Lesson V///, Giving and Praying.—Matt. vi, 1-13,
Golden Text, Matt. vi. 6.

1. The Christian’s motive in giving. (a) How notto give.
(&} How to give.

2. The Chnstian's object in prayer. (a) The hypocrite’s
motive, not his act, condemaecd. (4) Man’s question:
“ What 2" God's additional question ; * Why?” (7 Vain
repetitions.

3. The Pattern prayer. (a) The preface: ** Our Father
which art in heaven.”  {4) First petrtion: ¢ Hallowed be
{ Thy pame.” (¢} Second petition : ** Thy Kingdom come.”
(@) Third pevion : “ Thy will be done on earth as it is in
heaven.” (¢} Fourth petition : ** Give us this day our daily
bread.” (/) Fifth petition : ¢ Fosgive us our debts as we
jfurgive our debtors.” (g) Sixth peution: *“And lead us

m (a) Time, placcand con-
(6) Tempterand temptation. (¢) Successful resis-

2, Chris-
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not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.”™ (4) 'I"hc!
conclusion : ** For Thine ic the kingdom and the power
and the glary, fotever, Amen.” .

IV, Tug Fouxpations or Titd KINGhoM, —Lessons |
1X.-X1.—The underlying principiec of Chnstan cthics 15,
not sell-interest, but sell-abnegation.

lessen /X, Our Father's Care,
Golden Text, 1 Peterv. 7.

1. The Christian's service for God.
A bad master. () A good Master,

2, God's care for the Christian, (@) Well-fed buds.
Welt-dressed flowers.  (¢) To-niortow,

Matt. vi. 24-34.

(2) Two masters. (1)

%)

the kind of masterly combination and apy heatton of these
two Senptute lessons of the day which we should expect
from tm“) apreacher.  And when tmming to the Jewish
Pectionary, aml beanng i mind 1< extremie antiquity, we
tind that these two very lessons are combaned as the Jera.
shah and Ltaphtarak of the came Sabbath, we see an alinast
convincing pront that those wete the two lessons which pad
been read on that Sabbath day i the synagogue of Antee by
mote thar 1800 years ago. Hee agan we tind anrher
minute and most unsuspected trace of the clote faithfviness
of Tuke's nanative, as wadl av an mendental proof that
Paul spoke in Greeks The hater pomt, however, hasdly

lessow X The Saviour's Golden Rule.—Matt. vin. needs proof. Gacek was at that time  the languige
1-14.  Golden Text, Matt, vu, i2 :nf the cmihized wanld to an eatent far greates than
1. Censotionsniess condemned, 2. Disctimination re. brench s the comm-n linguage of the Continent 1t 4
commended. 3. Prayer wwvited. 4. The Golden Rule. quite certamn that ail the Jowe would have understoond st ;
5 ‘The two ways. j i as very doubtinl whether more than a few of them would
Jesson X/, The False and the True.—Matt. vu. | have undanstood the Prsiian dhalect ;at 1< 1o the last degiee
15-29. Golden Text, Jamess, 22, pimprobable that Panl kaew anything of Pisvlio n; and that

)
# A

1. Profession and conduct,  (a) Sheep and aolves.
The tree and the fruit.  {¢) Saying and doing.

2. Foundations of character.  («) A wise builder.
foolish bilder.  (¢) The true Teacher.

o ——— e =

STEPHEN'S SPEECH, |
Although it was delivered before the Sanhedri, therecan

be hittle doubt that it was delivered in Greek, which, in the !
ilingual condition of Palestine—and, indeed, of the civilized :
woild in general— at that time, would be perfeaily undcl-'
stood by the members of the Sanhedrim, and wiich was per- |
haps the only language which Stephen could speak with
fluency.  The quotattons from the Old Testament follow
the Scptuagint, even where it differs ftom the Hebrew, and
the incividuality which characterizes almost every sentence
of the speech forbuds us to look on it as a mere conjectural
parapluase.  Theie is no difficulty in accounting for its pre-
servation.  Apart from the fact that two secretanes were
always presemi at the judicial proceedings of the Sanhednm,
there are words and utterances which, at certain times, are
branded indelibly upon the memory of their hearers 3 and
since we can trace the deep impression made by this speech
on tte mind of St. Paul, we find lutle difficulty in adopting
the conjecture that its preservation is due to him. The
HHagnddth i which it abounds, the vanations from historical
accuracy, the free citation of passages from the Ol Testa.
ment, the roughness of style, above all the concentrated
force which makes 1t leud itself so readily to diffening nter-
pretations, are chatactenstics which leave on our minds no
shadow of doubt that whoever may have been the re-
porter, we have here at least an ontline of Stevhen’s speech.
And this speech marked a crisis i the annals of Chitstian-
ity. It led to consequences that changed the Church from
a Judaic sect at Jerusalem, into the Church of the Gentiles
and of the world. It marks the commencing severance of
twoanstitutions which had not yet discovered that they were
mutually irreconcilable.

THE CONVERSION OF PAUL.

To the eyes of Paul’s companions, God spake by the

e suddenly acquired 1t by the @ift of tongues, «an only e
teganded as an exploded fancy due to an erroncous inter.
pretation,

CNO ONE CAN NHE CERZAIN OF 7HA47"

A few months ago, while traveling i a raidway carnage
i the soutk of Scotland, I began to distnibute some gospel
books amengst my fellow passengers,

A all, stout man, siting oppostte me, while teading the
ane | had gaiven hun, <houted aloud ¢

fCAnd he was quite nght 1

I ashed lum what he meant.  Holding the book i his
hand he rephed :

** The man spoken of hete, when asked if his sine wese
forgiven, replied that no one could be certam of that, and |
behieve he was nght,”

1 remarked that that was only lus vporzon, and he sght be
wrong.

Oh, but,” said he, ** oo man living knows tnat he 1y
saved s and 1 don’t care how gowd he 1s he cannot be certan
of 1t on thisside of the grave,”

** Surely you don't beheve God's Word.”

¢ Oh, yes, I believe every verse of it from Genesis to
Revelation."

Opening my Bible, I read : —*“ These things have T writ-
ten urito you that believe on the name of the S of Gol;
Jhat ye may know that ye Aave cternal fife ™ {1 John v. 13).

**You say, * No one can know,” and Ged ays, ¢ Ye may
knorw,’ whether should 1 behieve you ot Gad

Immediately he burst out, saying, 1 don't care what you
say, we can neve, be certain abuutat il we die; we must
just do what we can, and Aope for the best

* Friend,” I eplied, **1 am sorry that you don’t believe
what God has said.”

*“But T do believe the Bible.”

** Does k-n-o-w read h-o-p-¢ in your version 2"

To this he made no rewark, excepting that no one could
Anorw, and that it was ** great presumption ™ 1 any coe go-
ing the ** length of saying he was saved,”

I replied that of what he said was correct, he would re.

Scriptures :

blinding hght: to their cars by the awful sound ; but to the
soul of s chosen servant He was viable indeed 1n the ex-
cellent glory, and He spoke in the Hebrew tongue ; but
whether the vision and the voice came thiough the dull or-
gans of sense or in presentations ifimtely more intense,
more vivid, more real, more unutterably convincing to the
spurit by which only things spintual are discerned—this isa
question to which those only will attach impotance to wham
the soul is nothing but the material orgamsm—whoknow of
no indubitable channels of intercourse between man and his
Maker save those that come clogged with the imperfections
of mortal sense—and who cannot imagine anything real ex-
cept that which they can grasp with both hands.  One fact
remains upon any hypothesis—-and that s, that the conver-
sion of St. Paul was i1n the lghest sense of the word a mis-
acle, and one of which the spiritual consequences have af-
fected cvery subsequent age of the history of mankind.

LPAVL'S SERMON AT ANTIOC!H.

Usually a Jewish ‘prc:\chcr sat down during the delivery
of his sermon, as is freely done by Roman Catholicsabroad:

I write unto you, httle childien, becanse vour sine ase

apustle John states that the sins of those 1o whom he was
writing were forven.  If the apostle knew this they surely
knew it themselves.

¢ We knme that we have passed from death unto hite*
(I Johnii. 14). John does not say, **1, who have attained
to such holiness, know,” but ** e dnoie ™ 7hev knew at.
They did not Aoge that this great change seenld take place.
They brcre st hud taken place.

** We are a/zvays confizent ™ (2 Cor. v. 6} Paul did not
say, ** It is great presumption 1n any one to be confident;”
nor did hesay, * I, who am so neatly perfect, am contident,”
but, ** We are alivays confident.”’

My friend listened to the Scuptures and mv remarks on
them, but declared that he would sull hold to s opmion
that ** No one could be certain.”

sure of his sins being forgiven while here on carth?  If so,
lay aside your **thoughts” and ‘“opmnions” and beheve
God's Word,

Men say, *“ No one can be certain,”

God's Word says, ** Ye may knoie”

but Paul, instead of going to the pulpit, seems merely to
have risen in his place, and with uplified arm and beckon-
ing finger—in the attitude of one who, however much he
may sometimes have been oppressed by nervous hesitancy,
is proved by the addresses which have been preserved to us,
to have been in moments of emotion and excitement a bold
orator—he spoke to the expectant throng.  The sermon in
most instances, as in the case of our Lord’s address at Naz-
areth, would naturally take the form of a Mifrash on what
the congregation had just heard in one or other of the two
lessars.  Such scems to have been the line taken by St.
Paulin this his first recorded sermon.  The occurrence of |

Men say, ** Itis great presumnption to go that length,”

Gad's Word says, *“These things have 1 written 24az ye
may fnow.,”

Men say, ** Wecan only hope.”

God's Word says, ** We know."”

Men say, * You can never be confident.”

God's Word says, ** We are always confident.”

Reader, whether will you believe God or man? * Tell
me how I can be sure of it,” I hear one ask. You can only
know it through believing what Gaod has sawd in His Word.
You cannot fze/ saved ; you cannot feel your sins forgiven,

quire to get a pair of scissors and cut out the following |

Sorgeven you for His Name's sahe (1 John u. 12). The

Read:r, have your hitherto imagined that no one could hc'

two words in this brig!mldrcss, of which one is a most unusual , but thank God you can &neio at, and &note it mew, as you
form, and the other is cmployed in a most unusual meaming, | read these hines.  You and I descrve to die eternally onac-
and the fact that these two words are found respectively in | count of our sins, but Chust died for us.  The punishiment
the first of Deuteronomy aud the first of Isaiah

sermon turns on the subjuct alluded 1o in the st of thes
chapters, and that the promise of freerenission isditectly sug- y (Acts xun, 39). * He that behev@hb on the Son hath Ger-
gestad by the vther, would make st extremely prolable that lasting life * (Jobnu 30). Don’t wait furany ** evpersence”
thase were the two chaptars which he had just heard read. jor ** feching,” but rest your soul un the bare Waoid of Gud,
His sermon, in fact, or rather the heads of it, which can yand you will know (not ** fech,”) that you are saved and
alone be given in the bnief summary of Luke, is exactly | your sins torgiven.—British Evangelist.

) | combined 1 that we merited He took. ** He was wourded for our trans- |
with the circumstances that the historical part of St. Paul's i gressions, He was brused for o imquitic s, and now Je-
¢ hovah declares, ** By Hun all that bdieze are justined ™

TH! ZEWS OF T UROPE.
The present poution of th- Jewash race 1« altogether
anomalius.  The Jewe are at ance the most national and
the most cosmapohitan 1ue on the casth 3 but they neather
tound a State of thewr own. nor do they beome absorbed 1n
the populviion of the countties they hive i, It seems diffie
calt 1y begeve that tus contradition can be a peamanont
nne  Uhe scanlalous oppresaon under which they long <uf-
fered forced them to be acaste apart, 1t was as futile for
them to hope for a genuine natonal life of then own asat
wasto hope to <hate the nanonal bife of athers. Theie en-
franchinsement puts the alternatine before them by o erther
the une v the vther s and the one ot the wiher they will, 1n
the patural course of thangs, oo, it obyvious that the tace
v state of transtion § and Al hnal or dogmate judg.
ments atout it ate as umcasonable A« they ate mipertinent,
But 1t necds o proophet to see that the sentiment of na.
tonabity which has attained 10 our days a fosce hicherto une
haownan the world must imevitaly y turn the saale one way
or the other. Lither come swlicn smpulse, of wlich at
present thete ate few spns, wibl lead the race toattempt the
task, whether possible or inpossinde, of founding a fewish
State 0 the East, or clse continved interconsse with the
Christian world, the continued shanny of us pubhc lile, and
continued intermarnages betwern the Jews and the Chinte
ans, will gradually lead to the absorption of the people by
the other natons of the carth, No one but themselves wiil
ventute to say whach would be the better alternative 3 Lut
the latter certamly appears the more hkely.  Bat at s probe
abie that they wall lung hover between the two paths, too
full »f tndivaduality to be eadily abismbed, and with too little
poitical coheston for any gicat navonal en‘erprice to be
feasible.  And for countnes ke Germany, where they are
very numerous, ot hke Rowmama, whete they hve among a
wuch less encrgeta people, the results of this dubious pose
Ction will not be without inconvenience, either to themselves
or to those among whom they hve. It 1s idle to complan of
what 1> inevitable, and what s very largely the result of
rChnstuan misdeeds i the past.— Zhe Saturday Review.

GIVING MONEY 170 BEGGARS.

Persons who really know any.hing abont the pons, never
weary of entieating those whuse heants are better than theie
heads, not to give money to street beggars.  They reiterate
the statement that the beggars in the streets are not only
pour, but that they are, as a rule, dissodute, worthless, ut.
terly without maral stamuna, and beyond the power of being
helped so that they may nse to more respectable ways of
Chving. Guod-natured, easy-guing people wall say, *“Oh!

but 1 could nut bear to think but the story mnght be true,
,and that by refusing some pence | anght be allowing a de-
,serving person to starve ¥ The professional begzas knows
;as well as pusuble the thuughts that are pasang through the
nund of the persun who s impuortuned, and who 1s conssder-
.ing whether peace would not be casily purchased at the cost
cof a few pence.  The whine increases, further circum-
"stances of misery are aumetated, the blessings are poured
forth profusely when he donstion 15 1eceived, the unwise
giver goes on his or her way, having grautied the impulse of
"gving, and the beggar generally resorts to the nearest pub-
“hic house, where he may enjoy the results of s successful
. unposition.

}l cannat be too often reitersted that people who give
money to ordinary street beggars are doing barm.  Not only
do they encourage the vicious, but 1 wastung their money
they lessen their own power of doing good.  In the begen-
cauny of this week an old woman was brought up at one of
. the London poitce-courts for ** obtam ng money under false
| pretences.”  Carrying 1n her arms a bundle of rags rolled
iup underacath ber shawl, she asked passers by, ** Won't
you give inc a copper for the sake of dear baby? ' and the
soft-hearted passess by responded by gifts of coppers. A
j policeman, rendered suspicions by expenence, demanded
sight of the **dear baby,” and found out the unposture,
, The lady and gentleman who had just made a donation to
, the old woman must have felt thoroughiy ashamed of their
easy weakness when the policeman called them to turn
jround and see the exposure of the fraud.  Until people re.
, fuse to themselves the luxury of believing in the tales of
{ beggars, or will cease to gratify their own indolence by giv-
ling without inquiry, such impostures will centainly hap-

ren.

,i {uis true that now and then everyone receives a shock by
I heaning that some pooi creature has succunbed to cold and
want of food, but such sufferers are never of the class of the
regular strect beggars, and no money given to the latter can
at all prevent the occurrence of those deaths from starvation
which all lament.  These can only be helped by the se who
wortk in regularly organized fashion. If the money lavished
on street beggars were given to those persons whoin long ex-
! perience has taught the best modes of aiding the poor, much
good may be done.  We cannot all be our own almoners,
.and see personzlly that our money does gnod rather than
harm; but we can all exerase judgment as to the choice of
-the agency through which our alns shall pass,
,worst that we could appomt 1s that which would give money

to the importunities of the professional begpar.—Quecen.

The very

Tt deputies to India from the United Presbyterian
Church, Do Young and Moo MoLaey, aie di cutly pro-
secuting then ngaties at the vanous mit-s.on statious o Raj-
pootana.  They have rocened a most condial welcome, not
Jonly fiom the mssivaaries and English rewdents, Lt from

jmen of the nghest social standing among the natives.
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THE CANADIAN INDEPENDENT.

“Canadian Indcpendent”
BUSINESS DEPARTMENT,

Terme s One copy per year, postage pre.
pard, $1 0 Subscngpteons raoved for pors
tions of a year at yeatly rate,

Remut by Post Office Ouder, bank  deafl,
or regusteted letter.  Money maled in un-
regstered letters will be at the ndk of the
sender,

Subscnbers v Great Brtiin, may et
fifty penny postage stamps a< the subsenp.
tion for one year to this paper,

Orders to discontinue the paper must be
accompamed by the amount due ; subscne
bers are tesponwible unul  full payment -
made.  The Poust Ofhice should Tn given as
well asthe name.

Single copies of the ** Year Book ™
marled, postage free. 1o any addies<in Cane
ada, or the Umted Niates, for 12 cents cach,

Advertisements anseted at the rare of 10
cents a hne each msettion, Liberal veduc-
tions if continned.

Advetticcments, cubscriptions, moneys for
the ** Vear Book," and all letters onthe busi.
ness of the paper to be addressed to I

A, CHRISTEE, BUstNEss MANAGER,
No. 9 Wilton Avenue, Toronto Ont. i

Richard Institute

67 West Bloor St. ( Opposite Qneen's Park ),
TORONTO, ONT.

FRENCH AND ENGLISH BOARDING AND DAY sCHOOL.
FOK VOI'NG LADIRS.

Directed by Ruv Mossiux asp Mav g Ricne
ARD, with l(leas“\hncv' of veven competent seachers
Unusual facilities for the theunical and practical
acquisition of French, whica sv the language of the
School.  Prospectus gives full particulars  Second
Session begins February ast.

HUMPHREY & FALCONER,
UNDERTAKERS!

319 Yonge Street, Toronto.

Orders attended to at any hour, mghtor day., Re
sides on preatises.  Charges moderate,

'J. ODONNELL, L.D.S,,
Hon. L D S., Quebee.

Specialties: Neuralgia of Head and Face, Dental
Surgery ; Chronic Diseases of Teeth and Gums ; Pre-
servation of Natural T'eeth and Intricate Operations
in Dentistry.  Office, 3y Kingg Strect West, Foronto,
Ont. Over Hunter & Co., Photographers.

J. CHARTERS,
GROCER & PROVISION DEALER.

FLLOUR AND FEED, FRUITS AND VEGETA.
BLES always on hand _Impcrter Crosse & Black-
wek's Jams, Jellies, and Potted Meats.

OYSTERS IN SEASON.
267 & 269 Yonge St., Cor.of Wood, Toronts.

MCCAW & LENNOX,
Architects, Building Surveyors, Ete,

dmperial Ruildings, No. 30 Adelaide Stree.
Kast, next Pest Qpfice,
TORONTO, ONTARIO.

W. Fp. McCaw  P.O. Box ¢86.

SMITH & GEMMELL,
ARCHITECTS, ETC,

31 Adelaide Street East, Toronto.

C. PAGE & SONS

STAPLE & FANCY DRY GOODS,

MANLFACTL REKRS OF
Ladies' and Misses’ Underclothing,
BABY LINEN, CUILDREN'S
DRESSES, ETC., £1C.,

in all branches.

En.J, LeNxox.

They were awarded at Toronto Exhitution Dinloma
and <everal Extea Prizes for thaw beautifully
made goods.

194 & 196 Yonge Streel. Toronta.
-37—_:\ \V\-'.l’.K—._ %12 a day at home canly made.
Costly outfit frze. Address T & Co,
Augusta, Main,

catalogue prives.  Catalogues furmished free on ap-

whether for ‘Feachers or Scholars.  Illustrated Peri-
odeeals for Children supplicd in quantities at the
lowest subscesption rates.

predecesswrs—it “full)“ equal to them, and that ss po

Creelman Bros.,, Georgetown, Ont.,

MANUFACTURERS OF THFR

ACTIVE AGLN IS

0o WRit

SELLING 1T

FRANZ &

SRR ol K NRW
RIBBISG MAUHT V)
st petfect vut

MALHINVES WIHItOR
Ml ¢t HishEs s
DIPLONAS,
MEDUALS,

FIRSE PRIZES,
EXIRSN PRIZES,
AT
Leading Fare e, 187y
VAN AL TO NER 1T

Send for Circular.

 THE UPPER CANADA
TRACT SOCIETY

offers for sale at its Depository a large and well as-
sorted stonh of

RELTGIOUS LITERATURE,

uutable for .\limuerh.l. Congregational, and Sunday
hool Libranes  Special discounts given from

phication.
‘The Socicty also supphies alf the best

SUNDAYSCHOOL PERIODICALS,;

Price lists sent {ree
JOHN YOUNG,
Depository 102 Yonge Street.
Taronto, Oct, 187S.

Thl[‘d Serle; n_ow Ptﬁ)-lished.

*Jt s sufficient 1o say of this book that it is hike it<

smallment.’. - S S, Times,
GOSPEL HYMNS
AND
SACRED SONGS.
Canadian Copyright Lifitson,
FIRST SERIES.

Musie and Words, Tiuted Covers 30 Cents.
do dov Boards 35 do
Words only, Tinted Covers s do
fo do Chat . - 7 do

GOSPEL HYMNS, No. 2,

Music snd words, Tinted Covers 30 Cents,
do do Boards .. 35 do
*Vords onty, Tinted Covers s do
do Cloth .. . 7 do

GOSPEL HYMNS, No. 3.

Musicand Words, Tinted Covenn .. 30 Cents.
o do  Roeards .. 33 do
Words only, Tinted Covers s do
do Cloth ., . 7 do

GOSPEL HYMNS, Nos.1 &2in one

Book,

Muasic and Words, Stiff Boands 65 Cents.

\Words Only, Sulr .. . 12§ do

SOSPEL HYMNS, Nos. 1, 2& 3.
COMPIETE IN ONE RKOOK,
Mascand Wordy, Clith . .
Words Oaly, Cloth ..
COPP, CLARK & Co.,
97 Front Street East, Toranto.

ESTABLISHED 1871,

MERCANTILE COLLECTION AGENCY
NO. 3 TORUNTO 3 FREET, Toronto.
RICHARDSON & CO,,
FINANCIAL, REAL ESI‘A'!;R.
Aha\":(l\"KIQI?\G AGENTS

BUCKEYE BELL FOUNDRY

Belts of Puso Coppeer and Tin for Churche,
sehools, Fire Alarms, Farnis, cte. l-'Ul.L?
WARRANTED. Catalosue aent b

L

OPE. KNITTER.

Al Sainples Shown made any Size or Shape.

FTHOUSANDS
N IRR,
VESTED & PROVED

TO RK A

IRANDSUCCESS

L1 HOSIERY MAN.
UFACIURERS
geve it frifreme,

OUR SFAMIESS
HOSIERY

4 NDOW IN UNIVRRSAL
BEMAND,

A Cash Layment,
GUULY ENDOPSED NOTR,
wit .,
PURCHASE ONE
N

\ EASY TERAMS.

ESTABLIS{IED 1842.
Dominion Wedding Cake House,
T. WEBB, Proprictor.

Rectival Highest Awards at Provincial Ex.
hrbition, 1878.

Bride’s Cakesof unequalled qua!i:}' and finish con-
stantly on hand and securely packed and shipped by
Expreas C.OLD, to any Express Offir.e.

Al orders for every uisite for WEDDING
HREAKFASTS carelully fillec under personal super.
susion~city ur country.

Afull cupply of
WEDDINGANDSUPPER PARTY COSAQUES
always kept in stock.

CORRESPONDENCE SOLICITED,

NOTR T ADDRESS,

T. WEBB,
322 & 304 YONGE ST, TORONTO.

For touuuiaals, Address,
CHARLES MAITLAND WINTERCORBYN,

144 King St. West, Toronto.

yMFERRY

USTRATEDYE sy0
3 LL_ 0[5??’5%‘ %ﬁp/zﬁ N

Aok R =
Wils be reatied yaes Lo all spplicants, and o custorens withent
enlering 1L It coctaing four col plates, €0) eagrasinss,
lnut T w, o4 full deseriptiony, pricss and dinvtieas £
ianttng 130X} varleties of Vogetable and Flower Seevds, Ilazte,
€ Jnvalaadbletoall, Send for it

Address,
D. M. FERRY & C0., Detroit, Mich,

L. E RIVARD.

%

| 5644 CRAIG STREET, Mi)NRTEAL,
Publishe s aud hinporter of Fnglish and
Amenican cheap Music.  Orders by mail
prompily fitled.  Catalogues sent free.

$66 a week in vour own town. Tertns and $sout-
Gt free. SHudress H. Havuzrr & Co., Ports

VANDUZEN & TiFT, Cinoinsati, 0

land, Main.

THE ONTARIO

WEDDING CAKE MANUFACTORY

N S T KW s 3
; ¥
4 o v

5
& R NN
CONFECTIONER! | 483 YONGE SY. |
..\;"\7 i '\L;\‘. D OGP ?

First K stra Prises at London,1877,8 Terento, 1878

WEDDING AND CHRISTENING CAKE
ORNAMENTS.

The targest stock in the Dominion of Cosaamues of
all kinde, wcluding French, Englith and Geuman
Costumes, Cracker and Wedding Cotaaques, Maca.
roon and Merrinque Pyramids, Chantilly, and all
hinds of Fancy Spun Sugar Raskets, Qrnamenten
{elliu in all atyles, Creams of all kinds, Charlntte
Russe, Trifles, Salads, Soups, Oyster Patties, lces
Tce Puddings, Frut tces, and all kinds of Cakes an,
Confectionesy  Lunches, Suppers. Fvening Partics,
and Wedding Breakfasts \um»';ed withevery minutise.
Silver and Cutlery for hire.  No charge for Trifle,
Salad or Jelly Dishes when supplied,  Wedding
Cakes of wiperior qualit?' and finish shipped to say
,jart of Canada, and satisflaction guaranteed. Ad{ess

all otders,
HARRY WEBR,
483 Yonge Street (Opp. the Fire Hall) Toronto.

396,432

GENUINE SINGER

SEWRING
MACHINES

SOLD LAST YEAR, ABOUT

300,000

MORE THAN WAS SOLD OF ANY
OTHER MACHINE.

BEWARE OF IMITATION.

See Brass T'radc Mark cn Arm of Machine, and the
Singer Manufacturing Co's. Stamp on top.

Nowne Others are Genuine.

Offices Everywhere.

Toronto Office, 66 King St. West.
R. C. HICKOK, Manager.

$5 10 320 ?u day at home. Samp;s worth $¢
ree.

h Address STinsox &Co., Port.
and, Maioe,



