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PREFACE TO VOLUME ZXXIIL

“ One more year’s work for Jesus,—
One less of earth for me.”

Very short it seems in reviewing it, every month appearing to be briefer
than its predecessor ; but thus do we travel on, with continually accelerating

speed, towards the end of our journey.

Very pleasant it has been in this way to talk to our friends all over the
Dominion every month ; for, although many of them are unknown to us in
person, we feel assured that of the homes to which the CANADIAN INDE-

PENDENT goes we may truly say—

¢ There our best friends, our kindred dwell,
And God our Saviour reigns.”

The volume herewith sent forth will be found, we trust, of at least average
interest. We have done our best to make it interesting, and have been
cheered by many kindly expressions of approval. The “News of the
Churches ” is unusually full, and encouraging. It might have been fuller
and richer still if more pens had written for it. But we hope for more help
another year. Such as it is, God bless it and make it useful !

X J. W,

Toroxro, May 29, 1876.
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THE RETIRING CHATRMAN’S ADDRESS.

Dear Faraers AND BRETHREN.—In the kindly providence of God we are again
permitted to meet as a ¢ Union” for conference and fellowship. We assemble
ag free men, knowing no master but Christ, nor laws but such as He has given.
Our ministry and residence is not determined by the action of this assembly. We
are not come to give an account of our stewardship to one another, to be censured
or approved according to some arbitrary humar standard. We are bound to
accept its decisions, only so far as eur judgments and consciences may approve.
We seek, so far as the moral influence of a distinet expression of our opinions has
weight, to quicken and direct one another, and the churches, in righteousness and
truth, and give forth as Christian men our opinion on all the vital questions of the
day, touching the civil, educational and veligious liberty of our fellow-men.

Our gatherings are generally charactevized by independent, manly utterances,
brotheﬁy affection and Christian fellowship. May this meeting in an especial de-
gree be a season of refreshing from the presence of the Lord. Our joy, peace,
Light and strength depend upon our nearness to God. Humen judgments will
differ ; but Christian hearts can beat in perfect accord, by a strong pulsation from
the living heart of Jesus, running through the members.

The year which has just closed hag been

ONE OF SPECIAL GRACE.

God in His sovereign mercy has caused the Spirit’'s mighty power to go forthin
the fatherland like a flood ; thousands and tens of thousands have been brought,
through faith iz Jesus, into a new life. Fof a time, the blessing seemed to be with-
held from this land ; but at length, the tidal wave of mercy came with its over-
flowing power, and many churches have experienced great spiritual quickening,
and to them many have been added of the saved. Many of our brethren have
been gladdened, who for years have toiled in discouragement and sadness, because
the blessing tarried, but more so because there were those who felt doubtful of
the" wisdom of their continuance in such apparently barren fields: while others
have pronounced their work, if not a failure, (in commercial phrase), a poor in-
vestment—the returns, according to their idea, not being equal to the invest-
ment—as if the results of the faithful ministry of the Word could, or even
ought to be judged by what is seen.

We cannot deny, however, that our progress may, to these brethren and others,
}Eavelapgeared comparatively slow, during the past 40 years of our existence in
ti.c land.

But is the judgment pronounced strictly correct? We think not. Allowing
ourselves to be judged by a comparison with other religious bodies, in the char-




2 THE RETIRING CHAIRMAN’'S ADDRESS.

acter of the work done, with the means at our command, and the circumstances
in which the work was accomplished, the result of any such comparison we need
not fear,

OUR RESOURCES AND OUR SUCCESSES.

Qur Mission stations, in their weakest condition, niever received State support, |
either directly or indirectly, under any name or covert whatever. The money
used by us has been the free will offering of the people, the outflow of their
faith and love ; while others have received from the State treasury thousands
and tens of thousands of dollars to assist them in laying the foundation of their
denominational existence, and erecting thereon their ecclesiastical superstructure.
Such helps, in the time of their weakness, gave them a hold upon society that no
puredvoluntaries, entering the field at a later date, could hope for years to com-
mand.
© We have never, as a denomination, resorted to questionable ways to raise
money, not holding ¢ that the end justified the means,” but have asked Christian
brethren for the Lord’s portion, that we might do service for Him, and of those,
also, who had respect for Christianity, and generally they have responded to our
request cheerfully.

From some denominations wa have not received any help. They had no kindly
feeling for us, Oursuccess was not desired bythem. Our teachings and principies
were felt to be a standing rebuke to their absolutizin and exclusiveness. By
others we were considered as few in number and weak in infiuence, and so, uct-
ing upon one of the principles which govern human life according to which the
strong help the strong while the weak are left to perish, we were so left by them.
But possessing great tenacity of life and much inherent vitality, we have struggled
for existence amid great difficulties and trials, until we have succeeded in com-
manding both influence and respect among these very despisers.

OUR CRITICS.

If the brethren among us, who are so severe in their criticisms upon our past
progress, were only acquainted with the inner history and heart sorrows of many
of our churches, in their struggles for existence and usefulness, their complainis
and severity would give place to commendation and love. They would find in
them many who love the Gospel and their free church life, with an intensity and
devotion, that no temptation presented could overcome, or discouragement
induce them to forsake., These blessings, which they and their fathers obtuined
at a great price, they could not lightly throw away.

The emigration of our people from the fatherland has been very limited indeed ;
not more than five per cent. of the whole; while some other bodies, have been in-
creased by the thousand, year by year. Sometimes, a wholesale kind of settlement
has been made in our new districts by persons of the same nationality and faith ;
thereby giving existence, at once, to a church and congregation, without much out-
side effort or expense being required.

Many who were professed Congregationalists, befgre they came here, have turned
away from us, tolarger and wealthier bodies ; while others, in consideration of our
stations and churches being, in some distric%s, so widely separated, after waiting
for years, in the hope that they would be able te enjoy the means of grace, accord-
ing to their own convictions, have been compelled at length, in the interests of
their growing families, to unite with other Christian bodies. Thus have we lost
not only the parents but a multitude of their descendants, in this favoured land of
ours, in a few years.

The stronger denominations, having had more men and money at their command,
have literally covered the land, both in the newer and older districts; thereby
affording a home at once to their members and to others who may desire to wor-
ship with them, Emigration therefore, whether to city, town, or bush life is to
them direct gain ; while removal from one place to another does not separate the

———



THE RETIRING CHAIRMAN’S ADDRESS. 3

members from their denominational home, but is often the means of making them
acentre of influence and usefulness to the church.

An intelligent agent of the U. C. Bible Society, a minister of another body,
once said to me, ¢ Methodism has one great advantage over Congregational-
ism in Canada— removal to them is not a loss, but simply a change of residence,
as they are everywhere ; while with you it is, to my knowledge, often direct loss,
because of your churches being so widely separated.” I remember a few years ago,
that, from one of our village churches, which was not numerically strong, eighteen
members, with their families, in one year removed to different parts of the Domi-
nion. One of them only settled in a locality where there was a Congregational
church, or any probability of there being one for years to come. Removal was
both weakening to that little church, and a numerical and moral loss to the
church of our faith. This, brethren, is one of the depleting processes constantly
going on, over which we have no immediate control, and which the larger bodies
feel not.” We ought certainly to feel humble before God, that more has not been
done ; but at the same time, looking at our progress from all these stand-points,
and comparing it with the success attained by others, we have great cause to
give thanks to God that He has enabled us to do so much to spread a healthy and
vigorous Christianity in our land.

HOW TO BECOME AN INCREASING SPIRITUAL FORCE.,

For some years past the questions have come up in some form or other before
this Union and our Missionary Society, viz: How can we become an increasing
spiritual force in the spread of a pure Gospel, and the dissemination and establish-
ment of a Scriptural Christianity in our land ? How can we best aid in giving
character to the religious thought and life of the day, and in the multiplication of
churches, nearest to the New Testament form? The answer which has most
generally been given, directly or implied, has had especial reference to the mental
equipment of our ministry—to the need of a scholarly, thoroughly trained body of
men, who will stand in the foremost rank of the religious teachers of the day. The
prominence which has been given to this opinion has made an impression upon the
churches, that the remedy for all out weakness and past slowness, is to secure a
truly learned ministry.

Is this, brethren, the power alone, which will make Congregationalism in this
land a great spiritual, progressive force? We think not. No intelligent observer
can for a moment question the necessity and desirability of our having a ministry
who are really ¢ masters in Israel,” to guide the human mind in this age, into
the full truth of Ged.

None feel its need more than those brethren who have occupied a pastorate for
a number of years, among the changing phases of religious thought and life, and
an arrogant, subtle skepticism. Yet a ministry, however able, is not itselt
sufficient for the rapid spread of even Congregational Christianity. For,
both scholars and theologians have often failed, in building up churches, when
church life and spiritual power have been low. Ministers do not always give
character to the churches, and raise them up to a noble and earnest religious life
It sometimes happens, as the prophet Hosea says : ‘¢ Like people like priest.”
The circle of their religious life does give character to them. Many an educated,
talented young man has been gradually ruined in becoming the pastor of a
fashionable, unspiritual congregau.on, which cared more for eloquence and enter-
tainment than a full gospel. Their golden chains and fastidious worldly tastes
have drawn him away from the simplicity and spirituality of his great work, and
with their icy touch have chilled the earnest love and fervour of his soul.

In a pastorate of a few years’ duration, the church impresses more or less its like-
ness upon the pastor for good or evil, The atmosphere in which he lives, and the
daily intercourse he holds with the people, must have a moulding influence, both
upon his mind and-heart.

Believing, therefore, as we do, that upon the character of the churches depend
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the spread of pure Christianity, as much as upon the character of the ministry,
we shall devote a few remarks to considering : * What should be the character
of our churches to be an increasing power in our land 7”

A CONVERTED MEMBERSHIP.

1. They should have a membership composed only of saved persons.

This is the essential, central quality of Congregational churches. Their sound !
orthodoxy and visible existence are dependent upon it. Organizations which are
both systematized by man in doctrine and discipline, even to the minutest detail
of teaching and operation, can continue and make progress, both in wealth and !
numbers, after spiritual life has departed and God has written upon their fore- |
head ¢ Tchabod.” Not so with any of our churches. Let them admit unspiritual '
persons into their fellowship, either through ignorance or otherwise, and before |
long the church so erring becomes conscious of a disturbing element within it.
There is felt in the membership a want of unity and true sympathy. A lack of
confidence and a feeling of jealousy spring up in their midst, and if not cor- {
rected by the Spirit of God, vontention, pride, worldliness and heresy ultimately
gain the ascendency therein. Then, according to a law found in nature, when !
Iife is gone, the body once lovely and good not only becomes corrupted, but like
the churches of Asia cesses to have & name and a place among the faithful and
true witnesses upon the earth.

There are churches which have received and retained unsaved persons in their
fellowship, whom God has taken, because of the devout few that have cried unto !
him daily, through seasons of affliction and division, until, having purged them |
as with fire, they have been brought back to their first love, and returned to their |
spiritual membership, \

The tendency, we fear, in this day, is to open the church door more widely than
the Master has done, With many it is no longer a narrow entrance but a broad
and easy passage from world society to church fellowship. Numerical weakness
is often the occasion of temptation to receive doubtful ones; it being hoped, that |
through church association and good influences, they will become Christians. '
Such a procedure, however plausible to the natural man, bas no warrant in the !
Word of God. The Saviour has most emphatically said *‘ Except 2 man be born !
again he cannot see the kingdom of God.” If unborn then, they are unfit to be !
in association with a living membership. There is a phase ur modern charity |
which hopeth all things, but too often lacks both discrimination and sound judg- '
ment, and therefore, in its sympathy and tenderness, is ready to embrace and bring !
within the fold all persons who have a desire to flee from the wrath to come, with-
out requiring any further evidence of their having the new life in them.

Christian fellowship, we hold, demands, as far as human testimony and judg-
ment can go ‘hat they who are in the visible church should be in Christ, saved
saints,

The nearer our churches come to this standard in the character of their mem-
bership, and the more faithfully they uphold it in the spirit and according to the
teachings of their Lord, the more permanent and real will be their progress
and the greater will be their influence for good in the world. It is not numbers
or wealth that act as the great attracting transforming spiritual force with the
thinking and observing portion of society, persons who look beyond the mere
tinsel and surface of things, who ask for principle, character and works as proofs
of our being born of God. Abstract questions of theology and elaborately writ-
ten essays on the five points have no charms for them. They may even
hold up to ridicule a pharisaical, corrupt Christianity, but a pure Christian life
they do respect. The divinity of it both expresses, convinces and influences them.
A true life is one of the most effectual checks to the increasing tide of skepticism
that is overflowing the land.

Let the churches see to the purity of their communion and they cannot fail to
make progress both in numbers and power.
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THE STUDY OF THE WORD.

2. Our churches shoul® have a membership that diligently read and study the
Word of God.

The Bible we hold to be the only infallible authority among men. Its teach-
ings we accept as divine, and bow to their authority. Popes, councils, synods,
conferences, assemblies or unions, with whatever royal or ecclesiastical authority
they may clothe their utterances, have weight with us only as they speak accord-
ing to the law and the testimony.

We hold that this authority enters into all the essentials, not only of church lifein
its every department and operation, but into our social, civil, business and spirit-
ual relations. It is che light and authority of our being. Upon the intelligent
acceptance of ts teachings and a cheerful vbedience to its commands does our
spiritual grov-th, peace, manhood and usefulness largely depend. No strong
character can Ye built up for Christ without an intimate acquaintance wiuh it.

In doctrine vvhat presumption and conceit some have manifested through & one-
sided study of it. Many others have been distressed with doubts, even to sc-
riously questioning their hope in Christ ; which doubtsa better acquaintance with
the Word would have scattered, even as the advance of light drives back the
cloude of night, and gives a new aspect to everything around. ¢ The entrance
of Thy Word,” says the Psalmist, ¢ giveth light.” .

Among church members we are often compelled to witness a very imperfect
development of Christian character. Constitutional tendencies, social status, ac-
quired habits and tastes before conversion, with educational peculiarities, are
pleaded as an excuse for their lacking uniform growth. But is not the mis-
sion of the Holy Ghost, to renew, educate and transform our whole spiritualnature,
that we may grow up to the full stature of men in Christ ? ¢ Grace reigning in
righteousness in us to eternal life,” “ The old man with his deeds crucified.” Most
certainly it is. )

The instrument used by the Spirit in securing this glorious transformation and
development, is the written Word.

To enjoy this perfect salvation, the Word must dwell in us richly. Itshould be
the Alpha and Omega of our study. It is only by coming into its full light, that
we can know ourselves, understand our duties, and learn the sufficiency and
adaptation of the Gospel, for every experience and condition of life, to secure an
harmonious and perfect development of Christian character.

Congregational churches especially need this knowledge. They have nothing to
present to outsiders to win them to fellowship, but the excellence and beauty
that a free intelligent spiritual life and worship can give. Other churches can
influence and bring within their folds by the parade of their numerical strength,
their ceremonial and ritualistic observances, and showy forms of wership, Others,
again, can do this by their arrogant and assumed superiority in social status,
and their ecclesiastical pretensions of pre-eminence.

OUR SAFEGUARD AGAINST ERROR.

But further, grievous error is often committed, and injury done, both tc indi-
vidual members and to the whole church, through lack of a better acquaintance
with the laws of Christ’s house ; while contentions and divisions, which have
wounded the Saviour, might have been avoided by the study of His Word.

‘We hold no person is worthy of the name of a member in a Congregational
church, not to say of being an officer therein, who is not a diligent student of the
Bible. Their very position and responsibilities as such demand it. However
ignorant they may have been of the Word when they entered fellowship, they are
not justified in remaining so. Their new relation not only imposes new duties,
but requires new qualifications, as well as ordains new uses of their powers.

Our church members should not only be able to give a reason for the hope that
is in them, but a scriptural authority why they follow such & church life in
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preference to any other. Conviction and principle should underlie all church fel-
lowship, and not mere accident or convenience.

We would not, by these remarks, desire to convey the idea that our church-
members are not as well informed in the doctrines and discipline of their spiritual
homes as members of other communions are in theirs; but we do say that many
of our people are very deficient in that knowledge of Bible truth which would be
a light ever pointing out God’s way to them in the dark and difficult problems of
daily life, at which many now grievously stumble.

This ignorance is manifest, not only in the neglect of their religious and church
life, but in their indifference to the salvation of their fellow men, and the spread
of those distinctive principles they profess to hold.

To be an increasing spiritual power in the future, churches must give more at-
tention to the study of the Bible in the closet, the family, and the sanctuary. It
must be the book of their lives, that with the aid of the results of modern re-
search and enlightened criticism, they may truly be as a house built upon a rock,
not to be shaken with any wind of doctrine and sleight of men, whether the blast
comes from a Tyndal, a Darwin, or a Spencer.

3. They should be

A LOVING BROTHERHOOD.

They are members one of another, in Christ, true believers, belonging to
that family of whom the Apostle Paul, in Eph. iii, 14th, 15th verses writes: “I
bow my knees unto the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, of whom the whole
family in heaven and earth is named.”

However widely they may differ in modes of church life, and be separated as
to ecclesiastical relation, there is only one body of the faithful. In proportion as
saimts rise to the higher plane of enlightenment and spiritual life, will these exter-
nals and non-cssentials cease to be a hindrance to their walking together in love
as children of the same Father.

We think, however, there is a more limited circle of brethren that God has not
only allowed, but instituted, to meet the social and spiritual wants of His people,
in order that He may develop the highest type of true manhood, and promote
their usefulness in society, viz., the brotherhood of the local church. This church
relation is one of the closest and most sacred upon earth. Each member, by
natural fitness and religious attainments, has his distinctive place and work in
the body—£our, while there is organic unity, there is also individual responsibility.
The eye cannot do the work of the hand, nor the hand the work of the foot. The
eficiency and progress of the whole depends upon the harmonious and united co-
operation of every member. Sluggish and diseased members hindex the action and
disturb the peace of the rest. Look, for instance, at a church where the pastor
and a few members are the only active persons in it, and what a feeble, disjoint-
ed, stunted appearance everything presents. There is no growth. On the cther
hand, you sce a church where all are at work from the member with one talent to
the member with ten, and you see beauty, vigour and joy characterising their life
and operations. This intimate relation requires the constant exercise of Christian
affection with an intensity and purity that will give joy in one another as holy
brethren, loving «ne anotler even as Christ loved them ; and if need be, will-
ing to lay down their lives for the brethren. Love should be the element in
which they should live towards one another—the bond that cements their fellow-
ship. It should grow with their years both in strength and purity. No body cf
persons should be dearer to them upon earth, and none for whom they should care
more. There are some who teach that our arms should be thrown around all
believers with the same strength of embrace as their own denominational breth-
ren. Such a doctrine, we consider, is opposed to the development of intense
affection, steadfastness to principle and prolonged, united, earnest efforts for good.
We find many of these comprehensive persons can talk largely but act narrowly
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when anything crosses their particular notions, and demands of them the exercise
of Christian charity and forbearance. )

We doubt not that there are some churches too much wrapt up in their own reli-
gious life circle, and need very much an enlargement of their ideas, and of their
charity. But, I do not think, as a rule, the charge can be fastened upon our
churches. It is in the other direction they generally err. In their catholicity of
feeling they will often assist other churches more liberally than their own, make
sacrifices for them, and obliterate almost every appearance of distinctive life, and
that, often to their own disadvantage and loss. )

Brethren, the millenium has not arrived. Even regenerated human nature,
with fow exceptions, is not prepared for this universal brotherhood. The know-
ledge that must underlie this comprehensive fellowship is not sufficently possessed
by the churches for them to walk in if.

While, therefore, we would not have our church members to love other Chris-
tians less, they need to have their affections intensified towards one another.
They may be few in number and sometimes by others despised ; the more need
they have of coming closer together that they may stand in solid phalanx against
all proselytizers and foes.

This warm affection many of our church members lack. There have been
churches (and we fear they have not all been converted from the error of their
way) where you might have been numbered among them as saints for months,
and yet with a few exceptions have never received a warm greeting or a friendly
recognition. This lack of brotherly love has been their weakness and their loss.

Many good people have thought that our great and glorious principles in them-
selves were sufficient to secure our success and bind persons to our fellowship.
A few have been so won, and areright true men ; but the many ave drawn by kindly
attention and Christian affection more than by what is merely distinctive in doc-
trine or polity. Let the brethren, therefore, love one another with a pure heart
fervently, that unitedly they may go forth to conquest.

LOYALTY TO CONVICTION.

4. But further they should be loyal to the truth, as it is in Jesus.

The Apostolicinjunction to Timothy was : ¢ Hold fast the form of sound words
which thou hast heard of me, in faith and love, which is in Christ Jesus,”—2 Tim.
1. 13. ““For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine ; but
after their own lusts shall they heap to themselves teachers, having itching ears ;
anad they shall turn away their ears from the truth.”—(iv. 3).

To unspiritual persons there are temptations in our churches, with the liberty they
enjoy, to use their freedom, to propagate error in doctrine and duty. Wehave no
power that can arrest and punish beyond that of sister churches ceasing to have
fellowship with them. The truth must be maintained among themselves by their
own diligent watchfulness. The members should never forget that the Revelation
of God committed to them, is like its anthor, immutable and perfect—a sure word
of prophecy. Therefore, as they understand that Word with the aid of sound learn-
ing, patient investigation and faithful exposition, by the teaching of the Holy
Ghost, they should not only believe, but defend the truth as servants of God,
aga}i:xst every form of error,whether it springs up among themselves, or comes from
without.

We live in aday when our churches are reguired to gird up the loins of their
mind, both for defence and aggression. On the one hand we have skepticism in its
subtilest forms with a most fascinating demeanour, bearing on its face,—** Free
thought, no God, the future unknown.” Teachings so presented, are especially
dangerous to the active, but immature minds of young men, whose natures rebel
against any doctrine or restraint which comes between them and their ideal of irue
freedom. Hence, what a cutting loose from old truths there has been of late years,
men rejecting them as unscientific, unphilosophical and irrational, opposed to all
true principles of development and progress.
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On the other hand there is a growing disposition to make light of the idea of doc-
trinal teaching and beliefs in any way endangering a man’s salvation, or affecting the
tone of his religious life. If, say its advocates, ‘¢ the character is good and just,
benevolence being the prominent feature thereof, the belief is of no account,
whether the individual be an Arian or Socinian, a materialist or a spiritualist, or
any other ist, except an open atheist.

In this mental and spiritual warfare, the churches, need to hold with a firmer
grip those vital truths taught by their brethren in the faith, who now sleep in
Jesus. They should not suffer a sentimental catholicity, nor an audacious dog-
matism, nor skeptical sneers, to move them one iota from the truth.

At the same time, they should not allow any phase of doctrine, however sacred
it has been held in the past, and defended by men of strong mipds, great learning
and holy character, to be retained in their faith, after it has been proved unten-
able, by a sounder criticism than was enjoyed in the past. Their motto should
ever be, truth before great names, or denominational existence—for truth will live
and come to the front, whether we are willing to allow it or not, leaving its
rejecters, in the darkness of the past.

We hold, that in the maintenance of the truth lies the strength and prosperity
of our churches.

The gold and silver and precious stones, with the wood, hay and stubble, may
for a time hold together ; but was it not the doctrine of Balaam and the Nicolait-
aines which hastened the ruin of the Church at Pergamos? Is not church history
full of the sad results produced by false doctrine being accepted by the churches ?
Instances in modern times are within easy reference, but we forbear to name them.
To enjoy true progress and be an increasing spiritual force in the land, the churches
must be loyal to the truth, that they may stand immovable, even to the end. But
further, and finally,

5. The Churches should be aggressive.

THEIR NORMAL CONDITION IS GROWTH.

To decrease or remain stationaryis a sure evidence of a diseased state. Vigor-
ous life must spread.

The constitution and government of our churches eminently fit them for in-
crease. The law of Christ’s house is *“‘ Love one another, even as I have loved
you.” Towardsthose without, the command is, *‘ Go ye out into all the world and
preach the Gospel to every creature.” And not until they have fulfilled the
Divine commission, must they cease to be an aggressive force.

What a great duty, then, lies before the churches. Leaving out of consideration
the hundreds of millions of unsaved persons in other lands, which must not be for-
gotten, there are in our midst multitudes needing a pure and full gospel, free from
the rubbish of human invention, that Christ may stand forth in all His glory and
power, as their perfect Saviour.

I 4 tl‘ow{'?ards the fulfilment of this duty, what, :y brethren, are our churches
oing

In the past, we answer much, and they are still labouring with diligence and
l success. But we must confess, they are not doing what they might. There is a
reserve of power which has not been brought out and utilized in the manner, and
to the extent it might have been, in spreading the gospel. For example: The
employment of devout and intelligent lay-preachers in mission work. There is
much power of this kind lying waste in our churches. We have men of education
who find no difficulty in speaking with ability in municipal councils, at temperance
and political gatherings ; brethren who can write essays and lectures for Young
Men’s Christian Association meetings, and Mechanics’ Institutes and Literary
Societies ; who grow eloquent in the discussion of any general or social question
of the day, and who spare neither their time, money nor energy in the fulfilment
of any such work given them. We feel sure great good might be done if such
brethren were stirred up and filled with the spirit of a Moody or a Sankey, or a

—
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Varley, and go forth on the Sabbath in a quiet way, as evangelists or lay preachers
in our cities, towns, villages or rural districts ; opening up new fields of labour
undar the supervision of the churches of which they are members, or of our dis-
trict committees, until such stations should need or be able to support settled
pastors in their midst.

LAY EVANGELISM.

This plan, we admit, has its difficulties, and it would take time to systematize
and work it usefully ; but it is unquestionably one of the best ways to be aggres-
sive, where funds are low and ministers few. The question has often been asked :
How is it that some other sections of the Christian Church have spread so rapidly
in this land in former years? We answer, in addition to the reasons already as-
signed, they have made a wise use of this kind of talent. Their system of
itinerancy would not have accomplished g0 much as it has done without this help.
Weak it often was, but it was systematically used as a necessity of the time ; and
now, as a great net work, these denominations are spread over the land, with a
rising ministry of both culture and power. To this plan the objection has been
made, ““Our people would not accept the services of lay brethren.” Allow me to
ask : Have they ever refused them ? The great mass of the people, where these
brethren would be useful, care little for the reading of learned essays, or the dis-
cussion of nice points of theology. They want the gospel as they can understand
it ; the bread from heaven, given as they can take it, for their nourishment.
Recent revival movements, both in Great Britain and in Canada, are very sugges-
tive. Let us not shut our eyes to the facts before us, but profit by them. Others
have objected because the abler lay brethren would not engage in this work. We
do not think all the blame should be laid upon the churches, nor these brethren,
for indifference or even opposition in this work, Has there not been a strong
feeling against the employraent of such talent amongst the ministerial brethren,
lest there might rise upin our midst an order of preachers, untrained, that might,
with our free, independent church life, bring discredit upon our name and ulti-
mate injury to the breluren and churches? We have no such fear, but believe
that some of the evils that now exist would be remedied thereby.

This plan of aggression, while useful, would be also economic. Missions could
| be opened and for a time sustained by a small outlay, where, according to the

present plan, they would cost hundreds of dollars. Did not Varley and Moody
! and others so begin their work ? Not by building upon cther men’s foundations
| or in any way interfering with the regular work of the ministry. Let their his-
' tory declare it.

Not, my brethren, until the churches awake to understand their obligations and
arise and do their duty, will Congregationalism spread as it might and ought in
our land.

We are entering upon a future that may to us be very successful. God is
opening up our way and bidding us go forward. Never were our prospects brighter
and more inspiring than now. Together let ministers and churches go forth with
renewed and entire consecration of themselves and their all to God, and the future
will be more fruitful than the past.

The seedtime which has often been spent in weeping will give place to the joy
of harvest, and in due time the Master will say to the reaper and sower: ¢ Well
done, good and faithful servants, enter ye into the joy of our Lord.”

i

We purpose next month giving Dr. Wilkes’ very interesting paper on doing all
things ‘‘ decently and in ovder,” and also the Rev. Mr. Fenwick’s equally interest-
ing one on ‘* Special Services for the Revival of God’s Work.”—{Ep. C. I.}
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THE CONGREGATIONAL UNION.

The twenty-second annual sessions of this body have just been held in the Con-
gregational Chureh, Hamilton, and commenced with an evening service, on
Wednesday, the 9th of June, at which,after devotional exercises, led by the Rev.
C. P. Watson, of Cowansville, Quebec, the retiring chairman, the Rev. Jos.
Unsworth, of Georgetown, Ont., delivered the customary address, which of late
years, has taken the place of a sermon. The subject chosen by the Chairman on
this occasion was :—

HOW TO MAKE OUR CHURCHES AN INCREASING POWER IN THE LAND.

The points specially insisted on were, 1. That they must have amembership of
saved persons : 2. They must diligently read and study the Word of God 5 3.
They must be a loving brotherhood : 4. They must be loyal to the truth as it is in
Jesus ; And 5. They must be aggressive. The thanks of the Union were tendered
to Mr. Unsworth for his instructive and excellent address, which it was hoped
might find a place in the Independent.

After the delivery of the address, the Rev. D. Macallum was chosen Minute
Secretary, and Mr. Hugh Pedley, '\ssistant. The Secretary of the Union then
called the roll, when the following ministers and delegates answered to their
names, or subsequently reported themselves :—

MINISTERIAL MEMBERS PRESENT.

The Revs. T. Baker, E. Barker,J. Brown, R. Brown, C. Chapman, M. A., W. H.
Claris, W. Clarke, Prof. Cornish, LL.D., B. W. Day, H. Denny, J. A. R. Dickson,
K. M. Fenwick, M. S. Gray, B. Hay, W. Hay, J. I Hindley, M.A., J. Howell, S.
N. Jackson, M.D., D. Macallum,W. Manches, F. H.Marling, A. MeGill, M.A., D,
MeGregor, J. McKillican, W. M. Peacock, G. Purkis, T. M. Reikie, R. Robinson,
J. Salmon, B.A., J. G. Sanderson, W. W. Smith, J. Unsworth, C. P. Watson, H.
Wilkes, DD., LL.D., and J. Wood,—35.

THE CHURCHES REPRESENT ©

were :—Alton, W. McClellan ; Brantford, James .vilkes; Cobourg, C. Lawes,
Douglas, Robert Bichan, Robert Blythe ; Embro, Francis Howes ; Fergus, Joseph
Stephens, Jas. Gerolama ; Torest, J.F. Malcolm; Giarafraxa, 1st A, Gerrie; George-
town, Jos. Barber ; Guelph, J ohn Crowe, James Goldie ; Hamilton, W. Edgar, A.
Alexander ; Howick, John C. Wright ; Indian Lands, P. A. McDougall ; Kings-
ton, R. McKay, George S. Fenwick ; Listowel, George S. Climie ; London, G.
James ; Manilla, A. McGregor ; Markham, H. R. Wales ; Martintown, D. R.
McCallum ; Melbourne, J. C. McIntosh ; Montreal, Zion Church, Thos. Robert-
son, S. J. Lyman ; Montreal, Eastern Church, L. B. Rivard; Oro, 1st, Robert
Slesser, Robert Milbee; Pine Grove, Thos. Hutchinson ; Rugby, Stephe

Gardiner ; Sarnia, Ed. J. Brown ; Southw~ld, Hugh Pedley ; Stouffville, John
Manly ; Toronto, Zion Church, George Pim, W. C. Ashdown ; Bond 8t., James
Fraser, H. E. Caston ; Northern Church, G. Hague ; Turnberry, D. Gemmill ;
Lankleek Hill, J. B. Silcox ; Warwick, Thos. R.Lawes ; Vespra, J. McGowan.—

There were also present, as
VISITORS,

the Revs. W. H. Allworth, J. Allworth, B.A., W. H. Heu de Bourck, E. C. W.
McColl, M.A., R. W. Wallace, M.A,, J. F. Stevenson, LL.B., E. Ireland, J.
Griffith,B.A.. E. D. Silcox, G. Rawson, E. Rose, R. Bulman, and S. King,and
the Revs. A. McGregor, of Yarmouth, N.S., and W. Williams, of Sheffield,
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N.B., (the former of whom came to represent the Congregational Union of those
Provinces,} all of whom were invited to sit as Honorary Members; together with the
Students of the Congregational College and Messrs. H. G. Grist, R. Wickett,
T. Collar, G. Allchin, John Fraser, D. Finlayson, A. McKillop, R. Robertson,
W. D. Xirby, and A, Thomson.

The usual
STANDING COMMUITTEES

were then struck, and the Union adjourned till 9 A.M. on Thursday. The follow-
ing comprise the lists :—

Busmvess Commirree—Rev. F. H. Marling, convener ; Revs. E. Barker, Wm.
Hay, B. W. Day, Messrs. H. E. Caston, H. R. Wales, and W. Edgar.

Memsersure Commurres—Rev. T. M. Reikie, convener; Revs. R. Robinson,
d. A. R. Dickson ; Messrs. W. C. Ashdown, and G. S. Climie.

Nomiwarroy Conmirres—Rev. H. Sanders, convener ; Revs. 8. N. Jackson,
Dr. Cornish, R. Brown ; Messrs. G. Hague, A. Alexander, and James Goldie.

Finance Comnirree—Mr. Thos. Robertson, convener ; Messrs. J oseph Barber,
H. B, Caston and D. R. Macallum.

On Thursday morning, after the usual hour of prayer and couference, which
has this year been a meeting of unusual interest, the Rev. Charles Chapman, of
Zion Church, Montreal, was unamimously chosen Chairman for the ensuing year,
and on being conducted to the chair, briefly thanked the Union for the honour
conferred on him.

Then followed the Report of the Committee of the Union, in which grateful re-
ference was made to the year of grace we had enjoyed, in the wide spread revival
of the Lord’s work among us, especially at Manilla, Warwick, Oro, and elsewhere,
and a suitable tribute of affection was paid to several brethren who have been
called away during the year—the late Revs. J. T. Byrne, of Whitby : Neil Me-
Kinnon, of Kincardine ; and George Robertson, Esq., of Kingston.

Dr. Wilkes then read, a very able and interesting paper, by previous appoint-
ment of the Union, on doing all things

‘“ DRCENTLY AND IN ORDER”

in God’s House. This paper, we hope shortly to give in full, and must, therefore,
content ourselves at present with simply indicating some of the points discussed
in it, as given in the daily papers.

Meditative contemplation of God is as truly worship as directed adoration.
But the announcement of the Gospel in song, however useful in its place, is not
worship.  As regards tune, he would recommend the chants, especially some of
the'older ones,asthe TeDeum Laudamus. In prayer, he strongly urged thanksgiving,
““Theologieal” prayers are not decent and in order. We do not pray to teach God,
but to ask of Him and to praise Him. We should rather try to improve our ex-
tempore prayers than to adopt liturgical prayer. Proper responses from the people
were quite in place. It would be better if all notices were posted up on the door
instead of being read from the pulpit. Collections should be 2 part of the worship,
but before rather than after the sermon. The worship after the sermon should be
very brief, and not such as to injure the effect of the instruction. Punctuality of
attendance is necessary. Scripture reading from the pulpit should be consecutive.
Don’t hurry from the church after the benediction, any more than from the pre-
sence of earthly royalty. .

This very spirited and earnest paper was received with hearty applause, and the
subject was afterwards discussed freely. Prof. Cornish objected to all organ
voluntaries before and after service. Mr. Fraser suggested that the offerings
should be placed reverenily on the table, and not carelessly under it. Rev. H.
Sanders advocated 2 uniform order of public worship in our churches. Revs.
Alex. McGregor, C. P. Watson, R. Robinson, and T. M. Reikie also took part in
the aiscussion.
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At half-past twelve the Union adjourned to lunch, which had been prepared by
the ladies in the Lecture-room, where a sumptuous repast was enjoyed. The
afternoon and evening were devoted to the affairs of the Canada Congregational
and Indian Missionary Societies, and Friday morning in like manner was given
up to the meeting of the subscribers to the Congregational College of B. N. A., of
each of whose proceedings we present a sketch elsewhere.

On Friday afternoon, a paper was read by the Rev. John Wood, on

* HOW BEST TO PROMOTE DENOMINATIONAL EFFICIENCY.”

Mr. Wood deprecated the tendency of the present day, to run into broad-church-
ism, and indifference as to fundamental principles and doctrines, and contended
that to secure greater denominational efliciency, our churches need : 1. A better
acquaintance with their own principles; 2. A bolder enunciation of them from
the pulpit, and the press; 3. A more liberal and aggressive missionary policy ;
and 4. More hopefulness in our work.

The thanks of the Union were given to the writer for this paper, the sentiments
of which were received with evident marks of approval by the audience ; but as it
will shortly be published, we must content ourselves with the bare outline of the
views enunciated as above given.

The reading of the paper was followed by a free conference, on

‘ OUR DENOMINATIONAL POSITION AND PROSPECTS,”

which, by suggestion of the Business Committee, was transferred from a later stage
in the programme to this afternoon.

Mr. Robertson, of Port Robinson, referred to the wants of the district of country
in which he resided, and to the good opening there offered to cur missionaries.

Mzr. Robertson, of Montreal, agreed with the essayist, that we did not suffici-
ently teach our principles. These only had to be known in order to be loved.

Mr. 8. Jones Lyman thoaght it necessary to inculcate these principles in our
families, and to teach them as the Jews were commanded to teach their children.

Rev. W. H. Allworth said, the essay had the right ring in it. Congregational-
ism is not sectarian, and on this account we love it. .

Rev. 8. N. Jackson thought we should have a tract written on our principles, to
scatter abroad.

Rev. R. W. Wallace said a large proportion of the Congregationalists, who came
to us from England, came without letters, and consequently they easily drift into
other churches, and so are lost to us.

Rev. J. A. R. Dickson thought our denominational action had been hindered
by doctrinal debates, and cherished the hope that these were now at an end.

Dr. Wilkes was anxious that the new converts should be looked after. There
was a feeling that all that was necessary was to get them into the church; but this
is a mistake, they are to be watched and cared for.

Rev. A. McGregor felt that these free discussions would do much good.” The
best proof of the excellence of Congregationalism was to be found in our practical
exemplification of our principles. He had been in the habit of giving lectures on
this subject to his own people, and such a course, he thought, would give stability
to our church members.

Rev. J. F. Stevenson thought it would be an excellent plan to write a small
manual of the subject. He cherished a great love for our principles, because he
believed them to be scriptural and unsectarian. Not only do we need to teach, our
own people, but also to teach other denominations in regard to what we hold.

o Mr. Robert McKay said, that through all our principles we should ever hold up
hrist.

This matter was, on motion, referred to the Business Committee.

The following gentlemen were requested to prepare papers for our next annual
meeting:—
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1. Terms of admission to Baptism and the Lord’s Supper, by the Rev. K. M.
Fenwick.
2. Methods of Ordination and Installation, by Rev. Wm. H. Allworth.
3. Fellowship of our Churches, by Rev. G. Purkis.
4. Systematic Contribution for Benevolent Objects, by Rev. S. N. Jackson,
D

'The meeting then adjourned ta give place to the meeting of the Provident Fund
Society.

As half-past six the members of the Union were entertained by the Hamilton
Church at & soirée in the school-room, followed by a meeting for public addresses
-in the church. The house was filled to its utmost capacity. The pastor gccupied
the chair, and the Rev. Robert Bulman offered prayer. The chairman took this,
his first opportunity, of welcoming the Union to Hamilton, in a happy address.
He referred to the improvements in the church, consisting of a school-room at the
back of the church, an excellent organ, the lining and cushioning of the pews, and
the furnishing of the new vestry, costing altogether nearly $7,000.

Rev. J. Wood first read some extracts from a letter addressed to the Union by
our foreign missionary in Syria, the Rev. C, H. Brooks. He asked for our remem-
brance of himself and wife in prayer, sent their fraternal greetings, and described
at considerable length the character of his work.

Rev. J. F. Stevenson, LL.D., referred to the pleasure he had in being in
Canada, and in attending this meeting of the Union. He had obsorved with much
satisfaction the love and harmony that had prevailed during the meetings ; healso
admired their courage. Though in a measure overshadowed here by other de-
nominations, it was no disadvantage sometimes to be in the shade, especially in
hot weather. Our Body also had struggled in the old country. In England the
Congregationalists werefirm inadherence to cherished principles. They were a
quiet people, but if you infringed ypon their rights they were ready to fight.
Many questions agitated the minds of English people. They had to fight for re-
ligious liberty. Congregationalists were determined to maintain their position,
He was pleased to see the spirit of hopefulness among us in this land, and looked
forward to greater blessings. :

Rev. J. G. Sanderson, of Ottawa, next addressed the meeting. He was pleased
to visit this city. [t was the nicest place in Canada, perhaps, except Ottawa.
The kindness of the people was very marked. He much admired the church in
which they were met. He thought that too much was sometimes expended upon
church edifices, We are not to look to church-building to draw a congregation,
but to the cross of Christ. He had very often spoken in small houses in the
woods, and enjoyed preaching there even more than in finer buildings.

The choir then sang that beautiful hymn ¢¢ Jesus of Nazareth passeth by.”

Rev. W. H. Allworth, of Paris, could not but not.ce the changes that had taken
place in the Congregational Church in Hamilton. He mentioned the close rela-
tionship which had sprung up between himself and its late pastor, but he still
lives in the church triumphant in Heaven. He wished the church here every suc-
cess under its new pastor.

Rev. H. Sanders said he hoped when the Union met in Hamilton again the
Congregationalists would be twice as numerous as at present.

A solo was then sung by Miss Edgar, ‘“ Abide with me.” After which, the

Rev. W, W. Smith, of Pine Grove, gave some account of his work among the
Indians last autumn, He very much enjoyed preaching to them the Gospel of
Christ. He found them very ignorant, but willing to hear the Gospel. There
were some pleasing cases of conversion amongst them. The poiné of Mr. Smith’s
address was that he wanted $27 to pay off a debt of that amount on the organ of
the liftle Indian Church at ¥rench Bay. The amount was very speedily raised
for them.

Dr. Wilkes gave a short account of the Labrador mission. It was a very desti-
tute place and much needed the Gospel. A missionary was sent. The people were
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very anxious to hear the truth, asit is in Jesus. The ladies of Zion Church, Mon-
treal, had undertaken the work, and desired the help of the churches. God
has greatly blessed the mission, and we must not let it go down. He urged
increased contributions to the funds of the Society.

Rev. H. Sanders then expressed the thanks of this church and congregation to
those friends of other denominations in this city who had so hospitably received
many of the ministers and delegates of our Union. .

After the singing of a hymn the meeting was brought to a close by the Rev. F.
H. Marling pronouncing the benediction.

ON SATURDAY MORNING,

after the usual hour of pruyer and conference, and a short session of the College
corporation, the Rev. W. Manchee, of Guelph, read a paper, prepared at the re-
quest of the Union, on
‘¢ AMUSEMENTS.”

The writer took the ground that innocent amusements and recreation were not
only allowable, but necessary at times, but that, as many of those commonly in-
dulged in are very questionable in their character, Christian people should be very
careful about engaging in them. He felt himself able to speak on it, as he had
partaken of almost every form of pleasure that the world offers. This fact gave
him great sorrow, and he would not recommend any minister to go to such places
in order that he might speak experimentally. Rather let him keep clear of all
such amusements as were of doubtful character. Both minister and people were
to ‘““abstain from all appeararce of evil.” He found the law governing us
in this matter in the good old Book, ¢‘whatsoever ye do in word or deed, do allin
the name of the Lord Jesus.” We have in God’s word a guide to teach us how
we should walk whenever anything of a questionable character suggests itself to us,
Let us ever ask ourselves, Will this please Christ ? If not, let us abstain from it
for Hissake. After specifying some of the amusements of the day, such as the
theatre and the dance, he declared them to be inconsistent with the profession
of faith in Christ.

A warm discussion followed. Rev. Mr Williams thought this was a very im-
portant matter. He said the evils of theatrical performances had come under his
notice, and he had referred to it from the pulpit. In all our amusements we
should seek to feel the presence of Almighty God. If we can’t do that-we shouldn’t
engage in them. .

Rev. Mr. Allworth thought the brother had touched the subject too lightly.
He had made no distinction between recreation and amusement. Amusement was
good enough for children, but the idea of grown-up people wanting to be amused
was simply absurd. (Laughter.) He strongly condemned theatrical entertaiments,
as well as playing cards for fun. Some people are strongly averse to playing bil-
liards, but keep a bagatelle table in the house, saying it is very innocent. The
children learn to use the cue very well, and finally, in going out into the world
like to show their cleverness on the billiard table and are lost. (Applause.) Itis
the same with domestic driniing. Some people deprecate drinking at the tavern,
but keep liquor in their family. This muay be all very well, but it is like
rearing up a young lion or bear in the house. It may be a very nice little cub at
the start, but it grows like everything else, and becomes uglier as it grows, until
it turns everybody out of the house, and goes forth into the world seeking whom
it may devour.

Mr. George Pim, of Toronto, asked the opinion of the Union on the singing of
sacred oratorios. He said he belonged to the Philharmonic Society of Toronto,
and he would like to have the opinon of the brethren present upon this point.

This guestion received no direct answer, but Rev. Mr. Wood said that we have
one very safe rule to go by. Let those who patronize the dance or theatre ask
themselves, * Will my minister ve there ?” ¢ Would it be right for him to be
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there 1” If the answer is no, they should refuse to go, as they should not be seen
where they would not expect their minister to go. There is only one law for
ministers and people in the Bible, and what is wrong for one cannot be right for
the other.

The Rev. Mr. StevensoN said that a Christian who toves music would be rested
and refreshed by listening to a good oratorio. Hesaid hebelieved there was more
devout feeling in these public singers than we gave them credit for. He said he
would always go and hear the ‘ Messiah” whenever hecould, and would never
be ashamed of standing on his feet every time he heard the Hallelujah Chorus.
Mr. ALLwORTH had spoken in strong terms of the beginning of things. Now the
beginning of things i¢ in every thing if you like. It wasnot fair to speak of the
beginning of things; he should have pointed out where we were to stop. The
beginning of ritualism was in kneeling down to pray, and the most horrible fatal-
ism may have its beginning in cur Calvinism. He said that if the Union endea-
voured to put down allkinds of amusements, it would surely lose the batt! s, as the
Quakers lost the battle against music. It was imposeible to keep down human
nature, and the love of healthy amusement which God has given us,

The time allotted to this subject having expired, the debate here closed, and Dr.
WiLEES, the President of the French Canadian Missionary Society, spoke at some
length on its work and claims. He said that the Society was one in which almost
all the Protestant churches took an active part.

THE FRENCH CANADIAN MISSIONARY SOCIETY

was formed for the purpose of converting the French Roman Catholics to the faith
of Christ. The Congregationalists and the Presbyterians were the most active
in its support. The Society was thirty-six years old, and had done 2 great deal of
good. Subsequently, M. Rivard, Editor of L’ 4urore,—*‘ The Morning Light,”—
the only French Evangelical paper in the Dominion, addressed the Union on the
claims of his countrymen, and in a paper of great interest, gave an account of the
organization of the

FRENCH CONGREGATIONAL MISSIONARY SOCIETY,

which has just commenced operations, with three missionaries in its employ, and
claiming the sympathy and support of our denomination. The names of its three
missionaries, are Messieurs A. Solandt, of Inverness ; J. Vessot, of Joliette ; and
J. Matthieu, of Grenville, The following resolution was passed in regard to the
matter :—

“That the Union has heard with much interest the stalement now made by Mr.
Rivard, and in view of the great importance of the questions there submitted, re-
fer the whole subject to the Quebec District Missionary Committee for thorough
enquiry, and report at our next annual meeting ; and assures our brother of the
deep sympathy of this body with the French Canadian Protestants, and of our
conviction that Congregational—that is, Scriptural—principles of Church govern-
ment are of equal value to his race as to our own.”

The Business Commiitee then reported, recommending : 1. That a committee
be appointed to prepare and publish a brief manual or catechism setting forth the
doctrinal and ecclesiastical views of the Congregational churches, for the use of
the members of the churches, and of inquiring strangers. The committee to con-
sist of the following : Rev. Dr. Wilkes, Convener ; K. M. Fenwick, J. A. R.
Dickson, H. Sanders, and W. W. Smith.

2. That the minutes of this meeting, with statistics, be published, under the
care of the Chairman, Secretary, and Minute Secretary, in the Year Book ; the com-
mittee endeavoring to reduce the cost of such publication.

3. That the thanks of the Union be presented to the various Railway and
Steamboat companies that have issued tickets at reduced fares to those attending
the mesting.
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4. That the members of the Union return their hearty thanks {o the pastor
and friends connected with the Hamilton Congregational church, and those of
other denominations, for the bountifui hospitality received during the present
meeting, and pray that grace, mercy and peace may be multiplied unto them.

5. That the Union has heard with much gratification of the measure of suc-
cess which has followed the endeavour to raise the capital deemed necessary for
the safe inaugurating of the Pastors’ Retiring Fund, and would earnestly com-
mend this important object to the prompt and liberal support of the churches,
hoping that this recommendation will be more generally observed than have been
some such resolutions in former years. :

THE AFTERNOON

was devoted to recreation, and—for such as were not absolutely ‘‘fagged out”
—committee work. In the eveming the Alumni of the Congregational College
of B. N, A. assembled by invitation of Mr. and Mrs. Edgar, at their hospitable
home, to hold their annual meeting. A very delightful evening was spent. The
rest of the members of the Union, and their wives, were similarly entertained at
Mr. A, Thomson’s. The pubiic services on

THE LORD’S DAY

began with a prayer-meseting in the new Lecture-room of the Church, conducted
by Mr. Edgar, in which a number of the ministers and delegates took part.

At 11 o’clock, the Rev. Robert Hay, of Forest, preached the Union sermon,
founding his remarks on the parables contained in the 15th chapter of the Gospel
of €i. Luke. The preacher showed how God claimed property in man, but that
that property might be lost. There was also a possibility of its recovery. The
sermon was an able exposition of thetruth contained in the chapter. The Rev. E.
D. Silcox, of Edgar, conducted the Jevotional services. At 3 o’clock, the Sun-
day-school met in the church. After singing, and prayer by the Rev. H. Sanders,
the Rev. John McKillican addressed the children on ‘‘having their own way,”
founded on the International lesson of the day.

The Rev. W. H. A. Claris, of Sarnia, followed in a very happy address on “ The
Right Way,” which was Jesus Christ. They were to begin life in the right way,
not to wait until they got old. It would be much easier for them to enter it at
once, than to goon until old, and then have to retrace their steps.

The Rev. John Wood then spoke to the school from the words, ‘¢ Blessed Jesus,
Thou has bought us, Thine we are.” He told a very interesting story of a slave
girl who was put up to be sold. A kind-hearted man bought her and gave her her
liberty, after which she wished to follow him everywhere. So Christ has bought
us, not with silver or gold, but with His own precious blood, and those who be-
lieve in Him will wish to follow Him wherever He leads.

The evening sermon was preached by Rev. J. F. Stevenson, LL.B,of Montreal,
and was founded on the words, ‘‘And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw
all men unto me.” The sermon was a very able one, and was listened to by a large
congregation, the house being filled to its utmost capacity.

At the close of this service, the ordinance of the Lord’s Supper was celebrated,
the Union sitting down with the Church. Nearly all the other city pulpits were
occupied by ministers of the Union. ¢‘That Sabbath day was a high day.”

MONDAY MORNING.

The prayer-meeting was conducted by the Rev. J. Salmon, of Embro. Routine
business occupied the early portion -of the morning ; after which the Statistical
Secretary, the Rev. W, W. Smith, submitted his report and Narrative of Religion
for the past year, from which we learn that there have been added to the churches
during the year, on profession, 531 ; by letter, 134 ; total, 665, against 441 last
year. Removals, 302. The Sabbath Schools were reported as in a favourable
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condition : $65,202 were raised for local expenses, an increase of $10,000 on last
year ; 898,048 for all purposes, showing an increase of $25,000 on past year.
There had been a number of ministerial changes, but the prospects of the churches
were cheering.  This report ended with December 3lst, 1874, since which time
there had been a large increase in the membership of many of them, the result of
graciousrevivals, The entire report was very satisfactory, as showing the progress
of our denomination.

Rev. K. M. Fenwick urged upon the Churches the necessity of sending in cor-
rect reporls of their work, and moved the adoption of the report. Which, being
seconded by Rev. Rosr. BROWN, was carried unanimously.

Mr. Fanwick also moved that our Statistical reports cover, next year, from
January, 1875, to May, 1876. The motion was seconded by Rev. W. W, Smirs,
and supported by several brethren. ) )

Rev. E. Barrer moved in amendment, that the Financial report correspond
with the Financial year of the Churches, but other matters be reported to May
8th. This was finally agreed to. ,

The Canadian Independent Publishing Company then reported, through their
Editor, Mr. Wood, the position and prospects of the Magazine and the Year Book.
The circulation of the former was steadily increasing, but it was even yet soarcely
self-supporting. An effort had been made to secure a general canvass on its be-
half,but so far had failed. Several brethren had been named, however, as likely
to assist in this matter, and it was hoped that the circulation would be much in-
creased during the coming year. The Proprietors having availed themselves of
the new postal arrangements it would, in future, be sent free of postage, which it
was hoped would still further add to its list of subscribers. The Rev. W. F.
Clarke, had tendered his resignation of membership in the Proprietary, and the
Rev. J. A. R. Dickson had been elected to fill the vacancy.

The Year Book had been unavoidably delayed last year, but the next volume
would be issued in good season. The same number of copies would be sent to for-
mer snbscribers, as in 1874, unless otherwise ordered. On recommendation of the
Business Committee the following resolution in regard to the Canadian Inde-
pendent was unanimously adopted :— -

“That this Union, in the strong conviction that a denominational periodical is a
necessary of life to the Congregational churches of Canada, and recognising the
good service which has been rendered during the past one-and-twenty years of
the Canadian Independent, heartily renews its commendation of that Magazine to
the active support of the churches, and would especially urge pastors and office-
bearers to see to it that it may be introduced, so far as in them lies, into every
household throughout the body.”

The Business Committee also recommended, in accordance with the plan an-
nounced in 1874, that at the annual public meeting of the Union on Monday
evening, next year’s addresses be delivered by brethren appointed at this meeting
who shall act in concert as to the subjects they deal with, it being understood that
exposition of Congregational principles, and the discussion of great public ques-
tions connected therewith, are to be the prominent themes to be introduced. Revs.
H. D. Powis, H. Sanders, and J. A, R. Dickson, are to be the speakers at the
annual public meeting of 1876.

A lettergwas read from Mr. Adam Gordon, M.P.P., in regard to the observance
of the Sabbath throughout Canada, and referred to the Business Committee.

After the reading and adoption of theé Treasurer’s report the neeting was
closed by prayer. '

In the afternoon, Dr. Richardson, of Toronto read a very able and valu-
able paper on :
“ SCIENCE FALSELY SO CALLED.”

in which he reviewed the theories of Darwin, Huxley, Herbert Spencer, and
others, and showed conclusively that instead of being scientific they were wholly
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speculative, and unsupported by evidence of any kind. The argument was pro-
bably in some points of it rather out of the reach of some of the less scientific of
the Doctor’s audience, but his main positions were made perfectly clear, and the
learned lecturer was thanked for his paper, and requested to publish it. .

This was followed by a valuable and suggestive, paper by Rev K. M. Fenwick,
on .

(¢ §PECIAL EFFORTS TO EXTEND THE KINGDOM OF CHRIST ”

in which the writer emphasized the importance of continuity of effurt ; the employ-
ment of evangelists of known aptitudeandability,and doctrinal svundness;thorough
Biblical teaching of cardinal truth ; and earnest and expectant prayer. Zion must |
travail if she would bring forth children. We should rise to the true altitude, and
work, not for sect, but for Christ. The paper will be published, as requested by
the Union.

THE ANNUAL PUBLIC MEETING OF THE UNION

was held in the evening. Alavrge and most intelligent audience assembled. The
chair was filled by the Rev. C. Crarman, M. A., who in his opening address, said
that Congregationalists in Canada felt it their mission to bring men to Christ
and develope a healthy, strong manhood.

Rev J. F.SteEVENSoN, LL.B., spoke on

*‘ THE RELATION OF THE CHURCH TO MODERN SKEPTICAL THOUGHT.”

Skeptical thought tinges all classes of Society. In what spirit and temper of
niind are we to regard this fact? He was not one of the alarmists, and believes
the old Gospel will never be supplanted. We should assume an attitude of gentle-
| ness towards sciencoand skepticism. Tt isour policy to speak gently. Harsh words
| will not win men tothe meek and lowly Founder of Christianity. There are many

honest doubters. Let us kindly lead them to clearer light. Our Master would
deal so with them. Wae should meet scientists with candour. Leave to the sci-
¢ntific man his own sphere, and admit his discoveries with frankness, and don’t
try to dodge scientific facts. God has the whole truth. Our faith in Christ is
not based on any particular interpretation of the first chapter of Genesis. We can
wait for more light. We should asusme an attitude of courage. Christianity has
been tested, and can stand the crucial test of science. The glorious old Gospel
will live when its vpponents with their theories have gone down to the grave. God
has more light to give us. Let us be patient. Skepticism is in iis fourth and
{ last quarter ; the sunrise is not far off. The last deliverance of the biological

school is that our thoughts and purposes have no influence on our actions. Our

enemies are writing books, and will write themselves out. Mr. Stevenson con-
| cluded « very eloquent and thoughtful address, by wise words {o ministers, urging
| them to preach little or nothing about skepticism, to hit straight and hard when

they have occasion to touch on the subject, to be careful to preach positive truth,

and to cultivate a high spiritual tone as the best safe-guard against infidelity.
Rev. F. H. Marrine followed, on

‘¢ SPIRITUAL POWER.”
Hereferred to the pleasant meetings of the Union, and attributed the good feel-
| ing very much to the hospitable reception of the delegates by the members of
this and the other churches, but more to the fact that the past had been a year
| of unusual spiritual life. Spiritual power comes from God and it has powe» with
God. The conditions are, first, a sense of weakness. We must have no confi-
i dence in ourselves. But we must have faith in God. One of the greatest
' hindrances to spiritual poweris an inconsistent life. The worst skepticism is that
which is produced by exhibitions of meanness, dishonesty, etc., in professing
Christians. There is need also of love. And these must be the capacity to wait
; and suffer. A man must be able to stand at his post and wait a long time, and
bear a great deal before results come. This is not only of ministers, but of every
one who names the nime of the Lord Jesus.
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Mr. GeoraeE Hagur delivered an address on the
‘‘ REFLEX SPIRITUAL INFLUENCE OF FOREIGN MISSIONS.”

He could speak with more freedom on the reflex influence of some other*things,
such as the management of financial matters. Congregationalists had missions in
Japan, China, Burmah, India, Armenia, Persia, Madagascar, South Africa, and the
South Sea Islands. After speaking of the work they were doing in these fields, Mr.
Hague showed hew these Foreign Missions were drawing Christians out from the
narrow feeling that they were, and always were destined to be ‘& little flook.”
They were also tending to lead Christians to a tloser fellowship with the
Saviour. He urged churches to keep up a missionary spirit by holding stated
meetings for prayer on behalf of missions, and by liberality in their support, not
forgetting the Indian Missior: near home. )

The meeting was closed with the Doxology and the Benediction.

TUESDAY MORNING.

After the usual devotional service, conducted on this, the last morning of the
meetings, by the Chairman of the Union, the membership Committee presented
their final report, which on motion was adopted.  On their recommendation there
have been received during the sessions of the Union the Revs. W. H. Allworth,
Paris ; J.F. Stevenson, LL.B., Montreal ; E.D. Silcox, Oro ; E. Rose, Listowel ;
and the churches at Elora, Howick (fizst), Watford, Vespra, and North Erin, The
application of the Rev R.W. Wallace, of London, was received, and laid over
until next year, in consequence of his having failed to meet the committee. They
further recommended that, in consequence of the death of Revs. J. T. Bryne
and N. McKinnon, their names be removed frem the roll, and that this Union
tender its sympathy to the families of the departed ; also that a letter of dismis-
sion be granted to Rev. James Shipperly and Rev. A, Wickson, LL.D., and that
the resignation of Rev. W. F. Clarke be accepted.

On mdtion of the Business Committee, the thanks of the Union were pre-
sented to Revs. Dr. Wilkes, W. Manchee, J. Woodand K. M. Fenwick, for their
valuable papers read at this meetifig, with the expression of their judgment that
they should be published. They further moved, and it was resolved:—That the
Chairman and Secretary be authorised on behalf of the Union to sign a petition
to the Parliament of Canada in favour of the abolition of Sabbath labour on the
Government works, and memorials to the several companies to the same effect.

That this Union renews its expression of hearty sympathy with che efforts of
the friends of Total Abstinence, to suppress the t.:mendous evils of intemper-
ance by moral and legal means .

After a vote of thanks had been tendered to the Chairman, the meeting of the
Congregational Union for 1875, closed with!prayer, by the Rev. Mr. Dickson, and
iléf'z?;)enediction by the Chairman. The Union will meet in Montreal, June 7th

The English I dependent brings us very voluminous and interesting reports of
the meetings of the English Congregational Union, and the great religious
anniversaries. We are obliged, however, to pass them all by unnoticed, as
well as all the meetings of Canadian Synods and Conferepces, for want of
space. Any report of them such as we could give, would next month be out of
date, so soon does ‘‘news” grow old in this age of newspaper enterprise ; but
we hope to recall in our next number, some of the items of more general in-
terest and importance. .
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THE PULSE OF THE UNION.

The very full reports which we publish
of the proceedings of the Congregational
Union, and kindred Societies, in this
number, leave room for very little of
editorial remark. They speak for them-
selves. But no remort can convey to
one who was not present, the impression
of the meetings on those who partici-
pated in them. To hear and to see, is
very different from merely reading about
them, The aroma of brotherly unily,
and devout and loving fellowship which
¢filled the house,” can never be com-
mitted to type, or sent through Her
Majesty’s Mails. But the testimony of
all the brethren concurs in marking our
late gathering as one of the most interest-
ing, hopeful, and spiritually refreshing
meetings the Union has ever held. Many
an anxious burdened spirit felt, like
the disciples in the mount with Jesus,
““Lord, it is good for us to be here!”
and has gone down again, we doubt not,
to his field of labourin the plain below,
more hearty, more humble, more trust-
ful, for having met the brethren in
Hamilton,

The devotional hour with which every
day began, and which, we think, was
more generally observed than ever we
remember before, may be taken as the

index of the whole. If the prayer
meeting be, as has been said, the
thermometer of the Church, we have
reason to be thankful for so much of the
warmth of spiritual life among the
representatives of our denomination.
It has been painfully evident, on some
former occasions, how slight an excuse
was sufficient to lead brethren to neglect
the morning meéeting, or to come strag-
gling in when it was nearly over. But
this time, as a general rule, all were
there, and were always there. There
were some, of course, who were unable
to come, on account of distance from
the church, or engagement in committee
work. That, however, was as far as
possible, avoided by all the committees,
and more heartiness and devoutness we

Jzeen. Let us hope it may
be the earcest of a year of prayer. We
have laboured too much, and prayed too
little, that is relatively wehave trusted
too much to the arm of flesh and too
little to the power of God. Let us make
the mistake no longer.

One most delightful feaiure of the
morning service this year, was the
testimony that was borne by so many of
those present to the fuithfulness of God
to his covenant iu regard to the children
of believers. We know the Lord hears
prayer, but none the less quickening and
refreshing is it to learn from others of
His faithfulness. And at every meeting
several pastérs and delegates Tose to tell

have rar-? -
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us what He had done for them and their
families. Two pastors had had the joy of
seeing three of their children brought to
Christ during the year ; several had had
two brought in ; one—a deacon—rejoiced
in believing that all his family were now
the Lord’s, and in seeing two of them
already received into the Church. Num-
bers of others related a similar experience
in regard to one or more of their family.
So that, spontaneously the servic., be-
came, on more than ome occasion, a
thanksgiving rather than a prayer
meeting, in view of-the blessings be-
stowed.

The accounts, teo, of the revivals
which so many of the churches have
experienced during the year, added
intensity to this feeling. Much had
already been communicated through
this Magazine of the work of God in
several of the more-largely favoured
fields, but a quiet work of grace had
been going on in many other localities
of which we had heard nothing. Almost
every brother had some good news to
tell. One had received forty members
on profession of their faith, and had
been selfish enough to keep it all tfo

himself ! Others had been equally silent’

and inconsiderate while rejoicing over
the conversion of six, and ten, and
twelve ; forgetting apparently, that
dividing one’s joy increases rather than
diminishes it, and that this *‘joy of
harvest ” often operates as a powerful
stimulus to the discouraged or wearied
labourer.

And why shouldn’t we tell of such
things ? May we praise Him for His
providence, and must we be silent about
His grace ? Was it vain-gloriousin Luke
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to write to the ‘‘most excellent The-
ophilus ” about the * three thousand,”
and ¢ five thousand,” once added to
the saved in Jerusalem ! Why then -
should it be so in us when we record
His wonders of grace and mercy now ?

These are the items that most cheer
and gladden the hearts of God’s people.
It is, in our judgment, a positive wrong
to suppress them. We want no over-
wrought accounts, but we do earnestly
hope our brethren will keep us, and the
churches, well informed in regard to all
such good news in future.

THE CANADIAN INDEPENDENT.

It is satisfactory to be able to report,
as was done at the Union meeting, that
the circulation of the Independent is
“ steadily increasing,” even if that in-
crease is but slow. It must be borne in
mind, however, that the cost of the
Magazine to the publishers, consequent
on the recent change in its editorial
management has also been largely aug-
mented. Previous to that change it was
very difficult to ‘‘ make both ends
meet,”’ and it is doubtful, indeed, if it
was ever actually done. On more than
one occasion have the proprietors had to
subsidize it by handsome subscriptions
out of their own pockets. That, how-
ever, is a process of which people soon
tire, even when as rich as Congrega-
tional ministers generally are supposed
to be.

The only other way, then, to mainéain
it—¥or to let it die, just when it has at-
tained its majority, and is acknowledged
by all to be a necessity, is not to be
thought of —is to increase its subscription
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list. Every one’says it can be, and ought
to be, doubled, but no one, so far, has put
us in the way of doing it. Premiums
have been tried and have failed. Club
rates for churches have accomplished
nothing. The appeal for lists of names
of parties to whom the Magazine might
be sent on approval, has met with scarcely
any response. What shall we try next?
Well—

1. We will send it hereafter free of
postage. Those ‘‘six cents,” and es-
pecially those ‘‘twelve cents,” which
it has cost to send it to single sub-
scribers, have always been a trouble.
A subseriber, in remitting recently, said,
# 1 should have paid my subscription
twelve months since but for the incon-
venience of sending the odd cents.” Many
thought more of the postage than of the
dollar for the Magazine itself. It had to
be prepaid, and as it amounted to not far
from $100 a year in the aggregate, the
proprietors could not afford to forego it,
and so it was charged to the subscribers.
The reduction of the rates, however,
has led them to resolve on sending the
Independent free of postage in future.
We hope that this may add to our list.

2. We are trying {o secure canvassers
for each of the districts into which our
wissionary work is divided. We have
partially succeeded, but we need more.
“ Whom shall we send, and who will go
for us?” Not for love only, but for
money also; for we know from exper-
ience that love will pay neither hotel
bills nor railway fares. We shall be glad,
therefore, to communicate with any who
can assist us in this way. At the same
time we must rely, toa large extent, up-
on individus! and local effort in the fur-
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theranc of this object. Let mno one
wait for the canvasser to come, since
many places must go unvisited.

3. We wantawider advertising patron-
age. The Independent circulates through
8, large number of Post Offices, and busi-
ness men can help us while helping them-
selves, by sending us suitable advertise-
ments for the Magazine, which we will
insert at reasonable rates. Try our
pages awhile. It will pay.

4. Subscribers in arrears can help us
by paying up, and as an atonement for
the past, we invite them to pey in ad-
vance for a volume or two. The Maga-
zine—any magazine—is always more in-
teresting when it is paid for.

We trust that all our friends will ex-
ert themselves in this matter, which con-
cerns the whole denomination. Remem-
ber—this number begins a new volume,
and

NOW I8 THE TIME TO SUBSCRIBE !
We will send a free copy for three new
names, with the money enclosed. Let us
hear at once.

Tae Yesr Booxg for 1875-6. Sub-
scribers for the Year Book of 18745 will
please to bear in mind that the same
number of copies will be sent to them
this y2ar as last, unless otherwise
ordercd. If any change in the number
or address is desired, they will much
oblige by notifying us as early as pos-
sible.

From the very full reports of the dif-
ferent Pregbyterian Synods which have
appeared in the daily papers, most of
our readers know that the quadrangular
marriage so long talked of has been con-
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summated ; so that now the Presby-
terian Churches of the whole Dominion
form one ecclesiastical body. Thenum-
ber of Presbyterians under the jurisdic-
tion of the General Assembly of the
United Church is over 500,000, including
nearly 100,000 communicants, more than
600 ministers, and about 1,000 congre-
gations, having six colleges, and being
divided into 46 presbyteries. By the
census of 1871, the new Church will be
considerably the largest Protestant body
in Canada, numbering 623,006 adhe-
rents, to 494,000 Episcopalians and
410,000 Methodists recently united.

We can hardly say that we look for
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all the advsntages that our Presbyte-
rian friends seem to expect from the
union just accomplished, especially
in a spiritual point of view. Our foar
is that the tendency of it will not be to-
wards greater purity of communioa, and
more vigorous religious life, but the re-
verse, While, therefore, we can hardly
‘¢ congratulate ”” them on the occasion,
as many are doing, and as even the Me-
tropolitan, and the Anglican Synod of
Quebec have done, we wish them, as
heartily as any can do, * God speed”
in all thatis for the good of the Churches
and the glory of Christ !

Betos of the Chuches.

Canapa CONGREGATIONAL MISSIOR-
ArY Socigry.—The Annual meeting of
our Home Missionary Society was held,
according to announcement, in the Ham-
ilton Congregational Church, on Thurs-
day afternoon, Junelbth, at 2 30 o’clock.
James Wilkes, Esq., of Brantford, was
called to the chair, and Rev. R. Robin-
son acted as Minute Secretary. After
prayer by Rev. J. A. R. Dickson, the
Secretary-Treasurer, Rev. Dr. Wilkes
read the thirty-ninth annual report,
which had a very hopeful {one through-
out. The policy of aggressior. entered on
at the last meeting, and the appointment
of Rev. J. Wood, as Home Secretary
and General Agent, had quite fulfilled
expectations. The funds contributed by
our own churches had increased about
one-fifth, amounting this-year to nearly
$6,000.

The Colonial Missionary Society had
diminished its usual grant, but this de-
ficiency had been more than met by the
Churches in Canada, and not only are

many of them receiving a less annual
grant from the Society, but some of
them have become self-sustaining.

Rev. John Wood also presented a re-
port of his work during the year. He
had supplied at Alton frequentily, and
succeeded in obtaining a pastor for them,
and they were now about to build both
a church and a parsonage. He had also
agsisted in re-arranging the field around
Fergus, and Douglas had become asso-
ciated with Garafraxa First as one pas-
torate. Galt and St. Catharines had
also been attended to through most of
the yesr. New churches had been es-
tablished at St. Catharines, Elora and
Wiarton. Mr. Wood had likewise as-
sisted in special servicesat Manilla, Waz-
wick, Pinegrove, Oro and other places.
He had held conferences also with a
number of churches asking for counsel.
He had travelled over 7,000 miles during
the nine months since he began his work,
which had called him away from home
about four solid months, besides attend-
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ing to the editing of the Canadian Inde-
pendent, and the correspondence of the
Missionary Society.

The combined Reports were heartily
adopted.

The following gentlemen were then
appointed as the General Committee for
thenextyear:—Revs.W.H. Allworth, W.
Manchee, Jos. Unsworth, F. H. Marling,
8. N. Jackson, M.D., J. A. R. Dickson,
K. M. Fenwick, J. G. Sanderson, C.
Chapman, M.A., J. F. Stevenson,LL.B.,
C. P. Watson,W. Williams, A.McGregor,
with Messrs. A. Alexander, W. Edgar,
James Fraser, G. 8. Fenwick, R. Mac-
kay, D. Robertson, and 8. J. Lyman ;
Rev. H. Wilkes, D.D., Secretary-Trea-
surer ; Rev. John Wood, Home Secre-
tary.

A conference then followed on our
general Missionary policy, during which
Rev. J. Howell and Mr. Robertson ad-
vocated earnestly the cause of the weak
churches in the Province of Quebec.
Rev. W, H. Allworth urged the liberal
support of causes already established,
especially in towns, until these could
assist others. Rev. W. Hay thought it
would be unwise to adopt any policy
for towns as against rural districts, or
the reverse. Rev. R. W. Wallace spoke
of St. Thomas, and the importance of
-establishing an interest there whose in-
fluence would radiate outward.

It was moved by Rev. J. Salmon,
seconded by Rev. J. Unsworth: That
the Society recommend the General
Committee to increase the Home Secre-
tary’s salary next year $200. The mat-
ter was referred to the General Com-
mittee,on whose recommendation thead-
dition proposed was subsequently made.

It was also moved by Mr. Robertson,
of Montreal, seconded by Mr. Edgar, of
Hamilton:

That this meeting, impressed with
the importance of employing lay agency
in the preaching of the Gospel in suit-
able spheres, instruct the Committee to
procure returns from such churches as
they think proper, to the follbwing
effect, viz.: Are there localities in your
neighbourhood where lay evangelistic
agency could be employed? Arxe there
any brethren among you who could en-
gage in such work, if so, give names?
Also, issue addresses to the churches
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commending the subject to their prayer-
ful consideration.

After considerable discussion, it was
resolved to refer the matter to the Gene-
ral Committee, to report thereon at an
adjourned session. )

The meeting then adjourned to the
call of the General Secretary.

The usual Missionary meeting was
held in the evening, Mr. Robertson, of
Montreal, in the chair. The meeting
was opened with devotional exercises.

The Rev. Dr. Wilkes gave a brief
synopsis of the Annual Report.

Rev. Robert Hay, of Forest, gave
some account of his field of labour,which
is a very extended one. It has been a
year of prosperity. A most gracious re-
vival has resulted in the conversion of
upwards of one hundred souls.

Rev. H. J. Colwell said he felt him-
self at home among the people. In
March he came to Canada from the
Ur.ted States, and thought it would be
a long time before he left it again. His
present field of labour is Alton, North
Erin, and Orangeville. Although he
had been there but a short time, he had
reason to believe that much good had
been done ; the temperance movement
had made great progress. Some had
reformed who formerly were deunkards.

Rev. John Brown, of Lanark, was the
next speaker. He could not, like some
of the brethren, speak of revival work
in his field. He had laboured nearly
four years there, and had seen but little
fruit of his labours. His people were
mostly hard-working men, much engaged
in the lumbering business, a7:d were away
from hrome a good part of thetime. In-
temperance had done great evil among
them, but he hoped to bring about re-
form in this regard.

After the singing of another hymn,

Rev. A. McGregor, of Yarmouth,
Nova Scotia, said, when Columbus dis-
covered America he planted the banner
of the Cross; so we are to plant the
banxer everywhere throughout our land.
We are to go iu and possess the land in
the Lower Provinces. Our Churches
were making progress. Some of them,
however, were left vacant, and from the
fields came the Macedonian cry, ‘“Come
over and help us”” The times are
changed now to what they were four
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years ago ; there was a time when a
minister who prayed for the Governor-
General was grieved to find that one of
his congregation had taken his hat and
walked out, but all political animosity
is passed.

Mr. Robert McKay, Evangelist, was
the next speaker. He referred to the
great work that had been done in the
Old Country and in this land ; every-
where God had been manifesting his
power. What are we to do to carry on
God’s work? We must impress every
Christian that there is work to do for
Jesus,

Rev. William Manchee, of Guelph,
said he thought we not only should feel
thankful for what God has done for us,
but feel greatly stimulated byit. We
are called upon to arise and work.

The collection for the Society was then
taken, the doxology was sung, and bene-
diction pronounced by Rev. Dr. Wilkes.

The adjourned meeting of the Society
was held on Monday, at which resolu-
tions were adopted recommending the
employment of lay-evangelists, ‘‘ under
the direction of the churches to which
the preachers belong, and, where need-
ful in connection with the district com-
mittees ;” and specially commending
ihe labours of Mr. R. Mackay in this
direction. '

It was also resolved to accept the sug-
gestion of the officers of the Colonial
Missionary Society to add one-fifth of
the amount raised by the churches in
this country, as their annual grant.

The Home Secretary and the District
Secretaries of Ontario were authorized to
apply to Parliament for an Act empower-
ing them to sell disused church property
belonging to the denomination, and ap-
ply the proceeds in accordance with the
provisions of the latest edition of the
blank Trust Deed.

The District Committees were ap-
pointed, the Secretaries of them respect-
ively being—Rev. W. H. Allworth, of
the Ontario Western District ; Rev. J.
Unsworth, Ontario Middle ; G. S. Fen-
wick, Ontario Eastern ; C. R. Black and
Rev. A. Duff, Quebec District ; and Rev.
R. K. Black, Nova Scotia and New
Brunswick District.

The minutes of the session were read
and confirmed, and the Society ad-
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journed (after singing the Doxology, and
prayer by the Rev. A. R. Dickson) fo
meet in Montreal, in June, 18%6.

ConcrEGATIONAL CorirgE or B.N.A.
—The Annual meeting of the Corpora-
tion (consigting of all subscribers to the
funds) of the Congregational College of
British North America, was held on Fri-
day morning June 11th, in the Hamil-
ton Congregational Church, James Fra-
ser, Esq., of Toronto,inthe chair, and the
Rev.J. Allworth, B.A., acting as Minute
Secretary. The Rev. Joseph Unsworth
led in prayer.

The Secretary, the Rev. Prof. Cornish,
LL.D., read the annual report. There
were twelve students attending the Col-
lege. The health of the students had
been good. Four new candidates had
been admitted. Applications had been
received from several others.

Lectures on science and theology had
been given by Rev. Charles Chapman,
M.A., by Rev. K. M. Fenwick on His-
torical Theology : and by Dr. Cornish?
on Greek exegesis, in addition t¢ the
regular lectures by Principal Wilkes.
Elocution had not been over-looked ; an
efficient teacher from Boston, had been
secured. The examinations had been
passed creditably. Mogt of the students
had been supplying various pulpits oc-
casionally during the session. Revds. J.
F. Stevenson, LL.B., and F. H. Mar-
ling had assisted in the examinations.

Besides the two regular profes-
sors and the two regular lecturgrs, the
Board recommended an increase of
the staff.

The Treasurer’s report was also read.
The funds of the college are in a healthy
state. Dr. Cornish urged on the chureh-
es the necessity of manifesting their
interest in the School of the Prophets by
gending in their annual subscriptions.
prowntly and regularly.

The two reports were, on motion
adopted, and the following were ap-
pointed a8 the Board of Directors for the
ensuing year :—Chairman Rev. Charles
Chapman, M.A. ; Treasurer Mr. R. C.
Jamieson ; Rev. George Cornish, LL.
D., Directors Revs. Henry Wilkes, D.
D, LL.D., K. M. Fenwick, A. Duff, R. K.
Black, F. H. Marling, J. F. Stevensun,
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LL.B. ; Messrs. C. Alexander, H. Ly-
man, James Baylis, W. R. Ross, Thomas
Robertson, L. E. Rivard, H. Vennor, C.
R. Black,Theo. Lyman, J.C. Barton, Jas.
Woodrow, W. P. Carter, Hon. Judge San-
born, and J. 8. McLachlan ; and Messrs,
J. B. Learmont and Robert Mills, audi-
tors.

It was then moved by Rev. A. Mc-
Gregor, seconded by Rev. John Wood,
and Resolved, That this meeting tender
its best thanks to the Rev. Principal
Wilkes for the valuable services ren-
dered by him to the College in col-
lecting during his visit to the mother
country, the sum of $2,359 20 in aid of
the endowment fund, and it begs to as-
sure the donors of the same of its grate-
ful appreciation of their timely liber-
ality ; and further it adopts as its own,
the resolution of thanks, and of sympa-
thy sent by the Board to the widow of
the Jate Mr. George Robertson, of King-
ston, and earnestly prays that all com-
fort and consolation may be vouschafed
to her in her bereavement and sorrow.

It was further moved by the Rev. F.
H. Marling, seconded by Rev. John
Brown, and Resolved : Thas this corpora-
tion, deeply convinced of the importance
of completing, in so far as the state of
the funds will admit, the course of study
in the department of theology, appoints
the following gentlemen a select commit-
tee of the Corporation, to consider the
matter of augmenting permanently the
staff of professors in theology, and with
instructions to report thereupon to this
present meeting :—The members of the
Board of directors now present, the
Revs. W, H. Allworth, J. G. Sanderson,
J. Wood, H.Sanders, A. McGregor, T,
M. Reikie, S. N. Jackson, W. Manchee,
E. Barker ; Messrs. J. Fraser, W. C.
Ashdown, H. . Caston, G. S. Fenwick,
James Wilkes, Wm. Edgar and George
Hague ; Rev. F. H. Marling, convener.

The meeting then adjourned to the call
of the chairman.

The Corporation re-assembled at Mr.
Fraser’s call, on Saturday morning, at
11 o’clock, when the special committee
above-named reported, and on their re-
commendation, adopted the following
resolutions :—

Moved by the Rev. F. H. Marling,
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seconded by the Rev. Prof. Cornish,
LL.D., and Resolved :—

1. That the corporation, deeply im-
pressed with the importance of securing
such additional skilled assistance in the
department of Biblical literature, und in
clagsic tutorial service, as it has good
reason to believe could be rendered by
Mr. Archibald Duff, Jr., M. A., author-
izes and requests the Board to invite
him to give such instruction during the
coming session, appropriating for that
purpose the sum of $1,000.

2. And further, that the Board be
authorized, if needful, to apply the in-
terest of the Endowment fund now ac-
cruingtowards the payment of the salary
of the Professor of Theolugy. This wag
moved by Rev. F. H. Marling, seconded
Dr. Cornish, and supported by Rev.
Charles Chapman, M.A.) and Rev. J. F.
Stevenson, LL.D., and others.

The minutes were then read and con-
firmed, and the College Corporation ad-
journed to meet in Montreal in 1876.

C. C. Inp1AN MISSIONARY SOCIETY.—
The annual meeting of this Society was
held on Thursday, June 10th, on the
adjournment of the Home Missionary
Society, Rev. F. H. Marling, President,
in the chair, and the Rev. R. W, Wal-
lace acting as Minute Secretary.

Rev. W. W. Smith, Secretary, read
the annual report. It was stated that
the former Superintendent of the Mis-
sion, Rev. R. Robinson, had been com-
pelled to resign on account of ill health.
In January last, Mr. John Lister was
engaged to fill the vacancy, and he had
now entered on his work with the deter-
mination, by God’s help, to master the
Ojibway language, so as to be able to
dispense with the services of an inter-
preter. Interesting details from the
journal of Miss Baylis were presented
One pagan chief had declined a mission-
ary because the great spirit would know
too well the sins of his heart. The clothes
sent for the children had been very ser-
viceable.

Mr. James Fraser, Treasurer, also pre-
sented his report. The receipts for the
year had been $2,015 33, and there was
now a sum in hand of $283 32.

The officers appointed for the year




were : President, Rev. F. H, Marling ;
Vice-Presidents, Revs. W. Clarke, C.
Chapman, M.A., J. A, R. Dickson,
Megsrs, George Hague and James
Fraser ; Secretary, Rev. W. W. Smith ;
Treasurer, J. C. Copp ; Directors, Revs.
R. Robinson, Jos. Unsworth, H. San-
ders, B, W. Day, and John Wood ;
Messrs. D. Higgins, J. Wickson, E. A.
Childs, George Chapman, E. J. Joselin,
J. D. Nagmith, and C. Page; Auditors,
J. McDunnough and W. Freeland.

An appeal on behalf of the native pas-
tor of the Church at French Bay, for a
debt of $27 on the organ used by that
Church, resulted in a voluntary offering
on the spot of alarge portion of it, which
was fully made up before the meeting
closed.

The mission and its missionaries were
specially commended to God in prayer,
by the Rev. R. Robinson, the former
superintendent.

—a—

THE CONGREGATIONAL PROVIDENT
Founp Socierv.—This Society held its
annual meeting, in connection with the
sessions of the Congregational Union, on
Friday afternoon, June 11th, at 2.30
o’clock. William Edgar, Esq., of Hamil-
ton, was called to the Chair, and Mr. S.
J. Lyman, of Monireal, acted as Secre-
tary.

The 18th Annual Report of the Board
of Directors, which was read by Mr.
Thomas Robertson, of Montreal, showed
that only about a dozen churches had
contributed to the fund during the year,
viz.—Guelph, Lanark, Lanark Village,
Sherbrooke, Lennoxville, Cold Springs,
Bond Street, Toronto, Hamilton, War-
wick and Forest, and Burford and Scot-
land.

The Board had secured the services of
the Rev. William Clarke as agent for the
Pastors’ Retiring Fund Branch, and he
had collected in cash $1,139.49, and had
received promises to the amount of over
83,000 towards the $5,000 which he pro-
posed to raise. $440 had been paid to
bepeficiaries during the year, and $1563
to the Revs. W, ¥. Clarke and J. M.
Smith, who had ceased to be connected
with the fund. The total capital is now
$14,820 ; increase during the year, $768.
On motion, the report was adopted.
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The Revs. J. F. Stevenson, LL.B., |
E. C. W. McColl, B.A., and R. Hay
were duly admitted beneficiary mem-
bers. The Secretary of the Board was
instructed to send notices to members
of amounts of subscriptions as they fall
due. The Society then adjourned, to
meet in Montreal in 1876. !

LoxpoN.—The corner-stone of the
new Congregational Church was laid on
the 14th with imposing ceremonies, in
the presence of a large number of spec-
tators. The ceremony was performed by |
Mayor Cronyn, of this city, assisted by !
Rev. R. W. Wallace, pastor of the
Church ; Rev. J. A. R. Dickson, of To-
ronto ; Rev. Mr. Williams, President of
the Wesleyan London Conference ; Rev.
Dr. Eddy, of Detroit; and several
clergymen of this city. In the casket
placed under the stone were placed the
daily city papers, together with the
names of the officers of the Church, and
other documents. A large and enthu-
siastic meeting of the congregation was
held in the Church in the evening, when
addresses were delivered by the above-
named clergrmen and others, and con-
gratulations, &e., indulged in. The
Church, when finished, will be an orna-
ment to the city, and one of which the
city may well feel proud, and in which,
no doubt, members of the congregation
will take a special pride.—.ddvertiser.

PaRis.—LAYING oF CORNER STONE.—
The corner stone of the New Congrega-
tional Church in this town was laid on
Tuesday, June 1st. The day was pleas-
ant. The Union Jack floated loyally
over the grounds. Seats were provided
for the ladies under the beautiful maple
shade, and a stand for the ministers on
the foundation of the tower. The fol-
lowing ministers were present :—Revds.
Thos. Henderson, Baptist, and John
Anderson, Presbyterian, of this town ;
Henry Wilkes, M.A., D.D., LL.D., of
Montreal ; E. C.W.McColl B.A., Brant-
ford ; J. Salmon, B. A., of Embro; W.
Hay,of Scotland ; W. Manchee,of Guelph;
and W. H. Heu de Bourck, of Stratford.
A hymn was sung, after which Rev. E.
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McColl read some suitable passages of
scripture. Dedicatory prayer wasoffered
by Rev. W, H. Heu de Bourck, when a
copy of documents to be placed in the
stone for future generations to read, was
read by Rev. W. H. Allworth, Pastor of
the Church. The documents comprised
the early history of this local church, its
first formation, and names of its mem-
bers at tha* v'me. A confession of faith
on which t ., united, broad and liberal
enough to take in the Evangelical Al-
liance. The paper contained also the
names of the church officers, Deacons,
Committee, Trustees, and Building Com-
mittee, Corporrtion of the Town of Paris,
and School Board. After reading the
document, the pastor proceeded to give
a brief history of the circumstances that
led to the building of this house for the
worship of God, with expressions of con-
fidence towards God, and charity towards
all other Christians who hold the head,
Christ Jesus, observing that ©“ While we
discourage’ denominational rivairy, we
are not opposed to a healthy emulation
and the stimulus which it brings,” &c.,
A beautitul silver trowel with engraved
ingcription was then presented in the
nome of the Trustees, by Silas W. Cooke,
M.D,, to Mrs. C. Whitlaw, wife of our
respected townsman, C. Whitlaw, Xsq.
The lady then proceeded to gracefully
perform her part of the work, spreading
the mortar upon which the stone was
laid. The level was applied. The lady
tapped it and pronounced it ¢ Well and
truly laid.” Speeches followed from Dr.
\Vilkes, who spoke of the denominational
ancestry of the body, &ec. Revds. W.
Hay and Salmon gave appropriate and
congratulatory speeches, after which an
opportunity was afforded of placing a
free will offering on the stone, which was
cordially responded to by the enthusi-
astic spectators. Old and young, ladies
and gentlemen, freely made their offer-
ings, amounting to $414 88, in gold, sil-
ver, bills, &c. Another hymn and the
benediction closed this service. The
national anthem was sung as a finale by
the loyal assembly, and all went pleased
away. In the evening Dr. Wilkes lec-
tured at the Congregational Church on
the introduction of Christianity into Bu-
rope, and a stirring address followed
from Rev. Mr. Manchee.—Transcript.
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BranTFORD —The installation of the
Rev. E. C. W. McColi as pastor of the
Congregational Church took place on the
16th, in presence of aconsiderable gather-
ing of those connected with the church
and of members of other churches of the
town. The Rev. Messrs. Langford, Kee-
fer, Porter, Cutter, and Chesnut testified
their fraternal sympathy by their pre-
sence. After opening devotional exer-
cises, Rev. Dr. Wilkes, Principal of the
Congregational College, Montreal, deliv-
ered a discourse from 1 Thess. ii, 14,
* For ye, brethren, became followers of
the churches of God which in Judea are
in Christ Jesus.” He gave o statement
of the distinctive principles of Congre-
gationalism ; but while forcibly setting
forth the value of the principles for which
the churches of this order were witnesses,
he cordially recognized the value and
work of the other denominations.

The pastor elect then replied to ques-
tions addressed to him relative to his re-
ligious experiences and beliefs, and the
aim and spirit in which he designed to
discharge the duties of the position to
which he had been called. Rev. Dr.
Wilkes then offered prayer, being joined
in the imposition of hands by Rev. K. M.
Fenwick, of Kingston.

An exceedingly solemn and faithfnl
charge was then addressed to the pastor
by Rev. Mr. Fenwick from 1T Tim, iv,
2: ‘“ Preach the word.”

The charge to the people was then de-
livered by Dr. Wilkes, in course of which
he alluded to the fact that some of the
members had not seen their way to con-
currence in the choice which had been
made, and counselled consideration and
love on the part of a large majority ; and
on the part of the minority such an ac-
quiescence in the action taken as would
comport with the prineciple of all Congre-
gational Churches, that the voice of the
majority rules, without thereby sacrific-
ing their honest convictions and self-re-
spect. He urged prayerful and hearty
co-operation on the part of the people
with the pastor asthe indispensible cor-
dition of success. The services through-
out were of a very interesting and im-
pressive character, and we wish the church
and its new pastor God-speed.—Exposi-
tor.
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St.  CATHARINES.—ORDINATION OF
Rev. Mr. Brack,—Last evening (June
16th) the new building, lately erected
on Church, near Geneva Street, by the
Congregationalists, was well filled, the
occasion being the ordination of the
Rev, Mr. Black, the pastor elect. The
service was opened with singing, prayer
and reading, conducted by the Rev. Mr.
Wood, after which Rev. K, M. Fenwick
addressed the audience on the constitu-
tion of the primitive churches, from 1
Thess. ii. 14: ¢ Forye, brethren, became
followers of the churches of God which
in Judesa are in Christ.” The Rev. Mr.
Wood said, in putting the usual ques-
tions to the candidate, that the Rev.
Mr. Black had satisfied the college au-
thorities, and other brethren asto his
call to the sacred office ; but for the sat-
isfaction of the congregation the ques-
tions which had been already put to him
would be repeated in order that the con-
gregation might kunow something of his
religious experience, and his call to the
ministry and pastorate of the church.
Rev. Mr. Black, in reply, said it was his
blessed lot to have afather who made the
salvation of his soul one of the great ob-
jects of his life. His father had prayed
for him, and at sn early age had in
structed him in scriptural things. At
six years of age death removed his
mother. This fact, together with the
instruction of his father, led him to the
feet of his Saviour when about ten years
of age. Subsequently he strayed from
the path of peace, but, at the expiration
of seven years, he was brought to reflect
npon his life. He felt most anxious re-
specting his soul’s welfare. He sought
the Bible, and in-his search for consola-
tion he metabrother who directed hisat-
tention to these blessed truths: “The
blood of Jesus Christ, His Son, clean-
seth us from all sin ;” ‘“ He Himself
bore our sins on the tree;” ¢ We are
justified by faith.” At midnight, on
one occasion, he rose and was enabled
to take hold of the Savicur. An inex-
pressible joy came into his soul. Asg a
result, to-night, he knew that he loved
God,-and his fellow-Christians, and he
took delight in G- d’s service. As to the
ministry, he believed he was called by
God to enterit. Hehad been recommmend-
ed, and was desirous of doing so, and
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souls had been saved through his instru-
mentality He also gave a wriiten state-
ment of his doctrinal views, Mr. Wood
then asked if the church still desired his
sottlement among them, when three gen-
tlemen, representing the congregation,
arose and replied in the aflirmative.
The several clergymen on the platform
then advanced, and ordained Mr. Black
by the laying on of hands, Dr. Wilkes
offering an appropriate and impressive
prayer. Mr. Wood also gave him the
right hand of fellowship in the name of
the churches and the ministers of the
denomination. Dr. Wilkes, of Mon-
treal, with whom Mr. Black studied the-
ology, then addressed the young pastor
upon the important work which was be-
fore him, from the words of Paul to
Timothy—¢Take heed unto thyself,
and to the doctrine,” &ec.—(1 Tim. iv.
16) ; and the Rev. Mr. Chapman ad-
dressed the congregation on their duties,
from 1 Thess, v. 13, 14: ‘“ And we be-
seech you, brethrén, to know them
which labour among you, and are over
you in the Lord, and admonish you;and
to esteem them very highly in love for
their work’s sake.” After which the ser-
vice closed with a few words from the
Rev. Mr. Wood, and the benediction
from the Rev. Mr. Black, —4bridged
Jrom Daily News.

The new church in which the above
services washeld, was opened June 6th,
and is a neat and commodious temporary
frame structure, built in what is known
as “ Railway style ;7 in size sixty-four
by forty feet, and is lined with paper
made for such purposes—instead of be-
ing plastered—paper being, it is said,
both cheaper and warmer. It is seated
with three hundred chairs, and cost al-
together only about $700. When it
shall be no longer wanted, it can.be
sold for nearly all it cost. What con-
gregation then, mneed go without a
church, with this example before them ?
To us it is the solution of a great diffi-
culty in the way of new enterprises such
as that at St. Catharines.—[Ep. C, L]
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Fereus,—Brother Barker writes us:—
The Fergus Church has been consider-
ably quickened. Seven new members
received &t the last communion, and
more are expected next month.

Howick (1st) hes been very much
blessed. Such an awakening was never
before experienced in theneighbourhood.
The pastor, Mr. Wickett, has been help-
ed in special services by Mr. Rogerson,
of Walkerton, and Rev. E. Barker. The
work is still progressing ; and the other
Howick church (on the 9th Line)is being
drawn into sympathy, and has also had
special services which have been largely
attended.

TurNBURY has also enjoyed a consi-
derable moving in connection with the
labours of Mr. George Hindley (student
at Oberlin), and Mr. Allchin, Evangelist.
Fourteen new.members wore received to
fellowship on Sabbath, 23rd May, by
Rev. E. Rose, of Listowel, who writes,
““There being no settled minister at
Turnbury since the departure of the
Rev. S. Snider, two young brethren
Mr. George Hindley and Mr. George
Allchin, have been labouring here
under the Master’s blessing with marked
success.

¢¢ These brethren and the church have
invited me over to administer the Lord’s
Supper twice, and last Saturday and
Sunday, I had the pleasure of seeing
gome of the fruit of their labours.

T arrived at Turnbury on Saturday
evening, in time for an evening service,
and eighty persons were assembled in
church for prayer. At the close seven
came forward for Christian baptism, all
being adults. A deep solemnity charac-
terized the whole service, and afterwards
1 conversed with many an anxious one,
young and old.

“On Sunday morning I visited the Sab-
bath School in order to address the chil-
dren, seventy-five were present, and an
encouraging staff of active teachers.
The scholars are rejoicing over a new
library. The condition of the school
seems to be very happy and healthy.

«“At eleven o’clock the church was full
for public service, after which the Lord’s
Supper was administered and fourteen,
on profession of faith, werereceived into
church fellowship, and from appearances,
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thesc seemed to be only the rain drops
before the copious shower.

“In the evening there was a full attend-
ance at Curry’s School House. The people
were very anxious for the services there
to be continued. )

¢ The whole field seems to be bright
with new spiritual life, and the church’s
earnesi prayer is that the Father may
soon send them a man after his own
heart to gather in the abundant fruit of
present promise. Even on Monday morn-
ing, when leaving, a young woman told
me she had decided for Christ, and was
only waiting for another companion or
two that they might join the church
with her.” 4

ListowrL.—The cause hereduring the
past month has lost three by death, one
from the church, two from the congre-
gation, ail of whom we feel are saved.
One of the latter in her illness expressed
a wish, if she recovered, to unite herself
with us in church-fellowship. There was
no doubt about her Christianity, and
when she died she was calmly resting
upon her Saviour. Thus much beloved
she passed from us.—

As fades a summer cloud away
As sinks the gale when storms are o'er §
As gently shuts the eye of day;
As gies a wave along the shore.

At our church meeting last evening
four new members joined, who we
trust will prove active workers for their
Saviour. Before the meeting I called
upon two young persons, not long maor.
ried, who till the past week ox twowerc
living without God in their ho..c, Both
gave me their decision for Christ, and in
a fow weeks I trust they will be also
united with us.

Thus seeing the hand of the Lord
blessing our work, we desire more earn-
estly than ever, for the Master’s honour
and glory and the salvation of souls.

Pive GrovE.—Rev. W. Millard gave
a very interesting lecture on the Taber-
nacle, to the Pine Grove Sabbath School,
on Sabbath afternoon, 20th June. The
condition was that a collection should be
taken up for the Ontario 8. S. Mission-
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ary Union ; which with a small sum
voted from the 8. S. funds, amounted to
nine dollars.

SreepsiDE.—The Rev. R. K. Black,
writes us, June 22nd, that the Rev. C.
Duff, M.A., of Brooklyn, N.S., pastor
elect of the church in Speedside, Era-
mosa, leaves, with his family, for his
new sphere of labour ‘¢this week,” so
that before this reaches our readers Mr.
Duff will have commenced his work
there. Mr., Joseph Barker, a Bangor
student, and brother of the Rev. E.
Barker, of Fergus, supplies Brooklyn for
the present.

Cosoura.—The Rev. Joseph Griffith
has resigned his charge of the church in
Cobourg, to take effect at the end of
June. He carries with him the best
wishes of the people for his future wel-
fare and usefulness, and vacates the
pulpit only because he thinks a change
will be mutually advantageous.

BroCRVILLE.—We much regret to
learn that, owing to discouragement,
largely in consequence of removals from
the town, the Rev. Mr. Ireland is about
to close his labours in this place. The
following, from one of the local papers,
will show the esteem in which our bro-
ther has been held :—‘ Many of our
readers will regret to learn that the Rev.
Mr. Ireland, who, for the past two years
has filled the position of pastor of the
Congregational Church, has resigned his
charge, and is about leaving town. Dur-
ing his stay in Brockville Mr. Ireland
has made many warm friends who will
regret his departure.  Mr, Ireland will
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preach his farewell sermon on Sunday
night.” (June 27th).

Mivrton, N.S.—At a meeting of the
Congregational Church, Milton, held on
the evoning of the 24th of May, the Rev.
R. K. Black resigned his charge of the
church at Milton, to take effect on the
st of August. The church by a unani-
mous vote,asked Mr. Black to withdraw
his resignation, bnt seeing no good rea-
son to alter his pupose, at asubsequent
mesting of the church the resignation
was accepted.

PreasaNt River, N.S.—The Pastor
writes us :—Our church is growing, both
in grace and numbers. At our last
communion we admitted nine members
at the principal station. Thirty-eight
were present and partook of the Lord’s
Supper. Six were also admitted at an-
other of our stations—Ohio, Others
have made application for fellowship,
and await the next meeting of the
church. Thus we are encouraged. May
the Lord continue to bless His word and
work in this corner of the mission field,
and to Him alone be the praise.

Very sincerely, yours in Christ,
JAMES SHIPPERLEY.

SuErFFIeLD, N. B.—The Rev. William
Williams is contemplating retirement
from the pastorate of this church ; which
office he has held during four years.
After hearing the pastor’s statement of
his reasoms, the church convened in
special meeting and passed resolutions of
affection and confidence ; closing with a
unanimous desire that he might be led to
reconsider the idea of severing his con-
nection with the church.

@ Hreral,

——v———

) Pasrors’ ReTinixg Fuxp.—Received
since last announcement.

Orp Church, by Rev. E. D.

Sileox..s $13 00
Indian Lands, by Rev. D,
Macallum ............... 5 50

8. Jones Lyman, Hsq........... $4 00
For Widows’ and Orphans’
Fund : — Cold Springs
Church....cocccviiiinnnninnn, 2 00

Mrs. McGregor, Beneficiary, do-

nation 81 00

.................................
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1 would beg to call the attention of
beneficiares to the fact that the half-
yearly premiums are due 1st July, and
should be paid without dslay.

Several beneficiaries are in arrears ;
and by sec. 6, of By-law, 12, all sub-
scriptions not paid within 3 months,
are subject to a fine of $1.00, which the
Trustees have determined, shall be en-
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forced, hnd of which all parties interest-

ed will please take notice.
J. C. BarToON,
Treasurer.

Inp1aN M1ssion.—Rev. W. W, Smith
begs to acknowledge with thanks, twen-
ty-seven dollars from members and
friends of the Congregational Union, to
extinguish a debt of the Indian Congre-
gational Church at Saugeen on their
organ.

@brivaxy.

MRS. M. J. NIGHSWANDER.

Early in the morning of May 24th, at
Granby, Quebec, [Mrs. M. J. Nighs-
waunder, beloved wife of Rev. D. D.
Nighswander, was called home to be
with Jesus. She was the only child of
Mr. and Mrs. J. Stock, of Stouffville, On-
tario, and in connection with the Con-
gregational Church of that place, was
first brought to a.saving knowledge of
the truth as it is in Jesus.

In April, 1867, in company with other
young friends, she made profession of
faith in the Lord Jesus, and was received

into the fellowship of the Church. From

that time onwards her labours in the
cause of Christ were earnest and per-
severing. Her voice was often heard
leading the service of song in the Lord’s
House, both at the Sabbath and week
day services ; while the pastor always
found her to be one of those who could
be depended upon for constant, faithful
attendance at the Sunday School and
weekly prayer meetings, from which she
was very rarely absent, and where her
labours were not in vain in the Lord.
In September, 1873, she was united
in marriage toRev. D. D. Nighswander,
of Granby, also a former member of the
Stouffville Church, and almost imme-
diately transferred her membership to the
Granby Church. There in the midst of
a very loving people, quietly and unob-

trusively she filled the position of pas-
tor’s wife, gathering round her many
warm friends, and working for Christ as
opportunity and health would permit.
Not long, however, was her stay in this
sphere ; soon the Lord transplanted her
to the heavenly paradise above.

About three weeks before her death,
she became the joyful mother of a dear
little son, towards whom her heart went
out in all the fulness of maternal love.
When it became evident that life was
drawing to a close, she expressed a long-
ing desire to be spared to take care of
the baby ; but could say : Not my will
but Thine be done. At her own request
many passages of Scripture were repeat-
ed over and over again by her husband,
amongst which were the following :—
¢ Come unto me all ye that labour and
are heavy laden, and I will give you
rest. ‘“ Him that cometh unto Me [will
in no wise cast out. In my Father’s
house are many mansions.” As these
precious words sounded in her ears re-,
peatedly did she ask : ¢ Does Jesus say
that ; if He says it, He will do it ; ¥ and
with her last thoughts centered on the
Saviour as expressed in the closing
words which fell from her lips, ‘“ Jesus,
Jesus,” she quietly passed away to
dwell forever in the presence of the
Lord.

On Wednesday, May 26th, her mortal
remains were brought to Stouffville, and
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just near the time of sunset, in the pre-
sence of a large concourse of sorrowing
friends, were laid in the tomb, in sure
and certain hope of a glorious resurrec-
tion.

On the following Lord’s day, the fune-
ral sermon was preached by her former
Pastor, Rev. B. W. Day, from Rev. xi,
13. “ Blessed are the dead which die in
the Lord,” &c.

Very sore are the wounds thus made
in the hearts of her husband, parents,
and friends ; still they are comforted in
the thought, that for her ‘‘ to die is
gain.”

MRS. SARAH KRIBS.

Died at Stouflville, Ontario, May 24th,
Mrs. Sarah Kribs aged 71, sister of the
Rev. L. Kribs, first pastor of the Stouft-
ville Church.

After having been for many years a
member of the American Presbyterian
Church, Barton, Ontario, in the year
1848, during the pastorate of her bro-
ther, she was received into the fellow-
ship of the Stouffville Congregational
Church.

There she was ever found fruitful in
good works, and ready to labour for
Christ, both in the church and amongst
her neighbours and friends, Hers was
a really happy Christian life, so far as
known to the writer, while others can
testify to the unselfishness of her cha-
racter, and her marked interest in all
that concerned the prosperity of the
Church and the salvation of souls.

For some time before her death,
pressed down with many infirmities of
the body, there was the longing desire
to depart and be with Christ. Her
thoughts often reverted to the loved
ones of her own family who had gone
before, whom she desired to join in the
Paradise above. When at last death
come, he found her fully prepared. Her
end was peace. She frequently testified

 to her Pastor and others the precious-
i ness of the Saviour’s love.
- ever intervened to hide His face, but at

No cloud

eventide it was light and joy in the Lord.
She leaves behind a large circle of rela-

* tives and friends, who know that while
. absent from the body, she is yet present
, with the Lord.
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MR. J. B. SULIS.

Died at St. John, N. B., on the 16th
of May, Mr. John B. Sulis. Mr. S, was a
native of Digby County, in Nova Scotia,
and was born on the 12th of August,
1794. He served an apprenticeship to
the trade of carpenter, and was married
to Alicia Spurr, in the year 1818. He
was an attendant upon the worship of the
Church of England, until the year 1824,
when he became a member of the Wes-
leyan Methodist body. In 1833, he
moved to St. John, and he and Mrs.
Sulis, united with the Germain Street
Wesleyan Church. In 1843, after the
organization of the Union Street Congre-
gational Church, by the Rev. J. C. Gal-
laway, Mr. and Mrs. Sulis, transfered
their membership thereto, their names
being the 29th and 30th on the roll.
Mr. and Mrs. Sulis engaged heartily in
the work of the Church, and in 1847,
Mr. S., was elected deacon, and con-
tinued to hold the office for several years.
Mr. 8., was a quiet man, and not at all
demonstrative ; but .ntil old age and
illness came upon him, he continued an
active and earnest worker. During dark
days of the church he adhered to it
faithfully and with persistence. With
him the church to which he belonged was
dear to his heart, and he gave attention
to its welfare and interest rather than to
the work of outside crganizations. His
occupation in St. Joha, was that of
master builder ; and he bore in the city
a reputation for integrity.

During his illness which was of several
years duration, he manifested a true
Christian spirit. His thoughts centred
upon things which were spiritual, de-
veloping in dreams (or as he believed at
his advanced age, in beautiful visions),
of a heavenly character. The last time
the writer talked with him, he repeated
some of the lines of a favourite hymn,
¢ On Jordan’s stormy banks I stand.”
Mus. Sulis, the partner of his life for 57
years survives, also waiting in hope the
time of the Master. Mr. and Mrs. Sulis
had six children, all of whom became
professors of religion, one of them Mrs,
Black, wife of the Rev. R. K. Black, of
Milton, Nova Scotia. The name of Mr.
Sulis, previous to his death, was the first
on the roll of members of the Union
Street Congregational Church.
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TRIFLES.

Why do we speak of a ‘¢ little thing,”
And of “ trifles light as air 2

Can aught be a trifle which helps to bring
A moment’s grief or care?

A little seed in the fertile ground
Is the seed of anoble tree :

A little touch on a festering wound,
Is it not agony ?

What is a trifle 2--a thoughtless word
Forgotten as soon as said ?

Perchance its echo may yet be heard
When the speaker is with the dead.
‘That thoughtless word is a random dart,

Tt strikes we know not where :
It way rankle long in some tender heart
Is it a trifle there ?

Is it a trifle, the first false step
On the dizzy verge of sin?

T'is treacherous ground —one little slip
May plunge us headlong in-—

One little temptation, and we may wear
Death’s galling chains for aye:

One little moment of heartfelt prayer
May rend those chains away.

Drops of water are little things,
But they form the boundless sea ;

"Pis ir little notes that the wild bird sings,
But his song is me'oady ;

Little voices, 1 ere scarcely heard
In heaven shall bear their part :

And a little grave in the green churchyard
Holds many a parent’s heart.

This world is little, if rightly weighed.
And trifiing its joy and care.

But not while we linger under its shade,
There are then no trifies here.

A little burden may weigh like lead
On the faint and weary soul

In the upward path it perforce must tread
Before it attain the goal.

Cease then to talk of a little thing
Which may give thy brother pain;
Shun little stns, lest they haply bring
The greater in their tiain.
Seize each ocecasion. however small,
Of good which may be given:
So, when thou hearest thy Master’s call,
Thou shalt be great in heaven.— Exchange.

IMMEDIATELY.

This Greek word is found in the New
Testanient only eighty times, and of these
within the compass of this short Gospel
(St. Mark) no less than forty times. So
that it may be taken as noting the nature
of the action of Christ and those with
whom he mingles. It shows that His
action is instant ; born out of the cir-
cumstances, done at once, suffering no
delay. The passing moment bears with
it its duty done. The hours are honoured
with their work accomplished. The days
each chronicle their long lists of cures
effected and their multitudes of mercies
bestowed upon the miserable and the
wretched. This Gospel, therefore, is a
a large comment on that utterance of
our Saviour, ¢ I must work the work of
Him that sent me, while it isday ; the
night cometh, when no man can work. ”
In it we see him busy, busy, very busy,
serving God and saving men. A sight
very beautiful and very attractive to
poor, needy sinners. A sight that charms
them into a childlke faith in Him as a
suitable Saviour for them. Take an in-
stance or two : ‘¢ A leper came to Him,
beseeching Him, and kueeling down to
Him, and sayving unto Him, If thow wlt,
thow canst make me clean. And Jesus,
moved with compassion, put forth His
hand, and touched him, and saith anto
him, I will ; be thou clean. And assoon
as He had spoken, IMMED1:vELY the
leprosy departed from him, and he was
cleaned.” Jesus saves imimediately !
Again ; he enters into the house of Si-
mon and Andrew, ¢ But Simon’s wife’s
mother lay sick of a fever ; and anon
(immediately) they tell Him of her.
And he came and took her by the hand,
and lifted her up ; and (MMEDIATELY the
fever left her, and she ministered unto
them.” An immediate application to
Jesus receives an immediate answer !
Again, ‘“ A certain woman, which had
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an issue of blood twelve years, and had
suffered many .things of many physi-
cians, and had spent all that she had,
and was nothing bettered, but rather
grew worse, when she had heard of Jesus,
came in the press behind, and touched
His garmens : for she said, If T may but
touch His clothes, I shall be whole.
And sTRaTGHTWAY (immediately) the
fountain of her blood was dried wup ;:
and she felt in her body that she was
healed of that plague.” There is an
immediate consciousness of blessing when
we come to Christ believingly. Again,
when He entered into the house of the
ruler of the Synagogue and found that
his daughter was dead, He took her by
the hand, and said unto her ¢ Talitha
cumi ; which is being interpreted, Dam-
sel, T say unto thee, arise. And
STRAIGHTWAY (immediately) the damsel
arose and walked ; for she was of the
age of twelve years.” The teaching of
these facts is very clear and very blessed.
They all assure us that Jesus saves in-
stantly those who come unto him. He
gives immediate life and strength and
joy. What alesson is this tolearn! To
act upon it when it is learned is to put
an end to all sorrow and sadness and
misery of life ; it is to find in Christ
Jesus SALVATION. A present and perfect
salvation. Dear reader has this been
your,.experience ? or are you unsaved
to-day ? If so, think of these works of
Christ Jesusas typical of what He will
do for you. But, perhaps, you say,
“these were done eighteen hundred
years ago.” Yes, and they have been
teaching and blessing men all that time,
and bringing them to Jesus, for He is
the same yesterday, to-day and for ever.
He thanges not. He is the everlasting
God. His heart towards sinners on earth
is the same to-day as it was eighteen
centuries ago. He longed to save them
then, and he longs to save them now.
When they turn away from His offered
mercy and grace His plaint is *“ Ye will
not come to me that ye might have life.”
O believe it, Jesus saves now, “immedi-
ately,”” every soul that cometh to Him
for rest from the burden of sin, for peace
from the terrors of an awakened con-
science, for life from the death of ini-
quity and unrighteousness. This is glad
tidings, indeed, to the weary, the woeful,
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the lost. Instant salvation on coming to
Jesus !

But do you ask, how can this be ? We
answer, 1. Jesus has atoned for sin. He
has borne its penalty. He died, the just
for the unjust, that He might bring us to
God. Oncein the end of the world hath
he appeared to put away sin by the
seerifice of Himself. He hath redeem-
ed us from the curse of the law, being
made a curse for us. He has done it !
He has done it! Done it once for all!
Hehas made atonement forsin. A per-
fect and perpetual atonement for sin.

2. God has accepted this atonement on
our behalf. His testimony to this fact
we have in the resurrection of Chr
from the dead. He was declared to ve
the Son of God with power (and there-
fore a perfect and satisfactory propitia-
tion for sin) according to the 'spirit of
holiness, by the resurrection from the
dead. He was delivered for our offences,
and was raised again for our justification.
Him hath God exalted with His right
hand to be a Prince and a Saviour, for to
give repentance to Israel and forgiveness
of sins. When He had by Himself
purged our sins, He sat down on the
right hand of the Majesty on high, in
Divine acceptance as the Redeemer of
men, as the Saviour of sinners. And,
therefore,

3. We are wrged to trust in Christ as
our accepted Sacrifice. He is our sin-
bearer. He is our substitute. Nothmg
now remains to be done in order to the
removal of sin  The expiation of Jesus
has effected all that God demands on
that score. With Christ’s work God is
well pleased —satisfied. So that Christ
Jesus has by Hisredemptive work opened
up the way of eternal life to all who be-
lieve. And now this is the testimony of
God, that He hath given fo us eternal

life, and this life is in His Son. He that |

hath the Son, hath life; he that hath
not the Son of God, hath not life.
While we were yet sinners Christ died
for us. He was wounded for our trans-
gressions, He was bruised for our iniqui-
ties ; and now, the appropriation of
Christ as our atoning sacrifice must be
made. Now, He must be accepted as
our sin-bearer, if we would be deliveved
from the condemmation and power of
sén. and live unto God. Hence the
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command. Believe on the Lord Jesus
Christ and thou shalt be saved. Believe
and live ! Yes, live immediately. O
think, dear reader, there is nothing be-
tween your svul and salvation save un-
belief ! That, and that alone, keeps you
away from Jesus and all His unsearch-
able riches. Come to Jesus now ; at
this very instant ; just as you are a sin-
ner ; and cast yourself upun Him. He
alone can save you. Come, and you
shall know that an immediate acceptance
of Christ secures an immediate salva-
tion. CUME IMMEDIATELY AND BE SAV-
ED IMMEDIATELY.—Lee. J. 1. K. Dickson.

WAITING FUR GOD.

While yellow fever was raging in New
Orleans one summer, a little boy was seen
one morning, lying on the grass in one
of the streets. A kind-hearted gentle-
man noticed him, in passing, and asked
him what he was doing there. ‘¢ Wait-
ing for God to come to him,” said the
boy. The gentleman was touched by the
sorrowful tunes of the child. He saw,
too, that the fever was upon him.
“ What do you mean, my child?” he
asked. ‘‘ God sent for mother and father,
and little brother,” said he, ‘‘and took
them away to His hame in the sky; and
mother told me before she went, that
God would take care of me. I have no
home, and no one to give me anything ;
so I came out here, and have been look-
ing so long up in the sky for God to come
and take care of me, as mother said he
would. He will come, wont He, sir?
Mother never told me a lie.”

““Yes, my child,” said the gentleman,
hardly able to speak, for his feelings,
¢ God has sent me to take care of you.”
A beautiful smile lighted up the child’s
face as he said, ¢ I knew that God would
send for me !”

)

A sceptic once asked the late Dr. Net-
tleton, *“ How came I by my wicked
heart ?° ‘¢ That,” he replied, “is aques-
tion which does not concern you so much
as another, namely how shall you getrid
of it. You have a wicked heart, which
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renders you entively unfit for the king-
dom of God ; and you must have a new
heart, or you cannot be saved ; and the
question which now most deeply concerns
you is, how you shall obtain it.” ¢¢ But,”
said the man, * I wish you to tell me
how I came by my wicked heart.” “1
shall not, ” replied Dr. N., ¢ do that at
present, for if I could do it to your en-
tire satisfaction it would not in the least
help you towards a new heart. The
great thing for which I am solicitous is,
that you should become a new creature,
and be prepared for heaven. As the
man manifested no wish to hear anything
on that subject, but still pressed the
question how he came by his wicked
heart, Dr. N. told him that his condition
resembled that of a man who is drown
ing, while his friends are attempting to
save his life. As he rises to the surface |
of the water, he exclaims, ¢ How came |
I here ! ” ¢ That question, ”says one of i
his friends, ‘¢ does not cuncern you now.
Take hold of this rope.” * But how
came [ here ?’ he asks again. *‘ I shall
not stop to answer that question now,”
replies his friend. Then I'll drown,”
says the infatuated man ; and, spurning
all proffered aid, sinks to the bottom.—
T'he Student’s Handbook to Scripture Doc-
trine.

INTERNATIONAL LESSON SCHEME.
THIRD QUARTER.

4—TheWordMade Flesh—John i.1-14.

11— Following the Lamb—John i.35-46.

18- Jesus at the Marriage. —John ii.
1-14.

¢ 25—7The New Birth—John iii. 747.
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1—The Water of Life—John iv. 5-15.
8—Jesus at Bethesda—Juhn v. 5-15.
15 - The Bread of Life—John vi. 47-55.
22—Jesus the Christ—John vii. 40-46.
29—Freedom by the Truth—John viii.
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5—1‘lielliaight of the World—John ix.

12—The Good Shepherd—Jcan x. 1-11.

19—The Resmirection and the Life—
John xi. 34-44.

“ 26—Review (suggested)— Christ Rejected

John xi. 47-53.




