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TIIE CHURCII’S MISSION TO THE YOUNG.

The concluding sentence of Old Testament prophecy,—*¢ he shall turn the
heart of the fathers to the children,”—secms latterly to be receiving a new
fulfillment.  After long neglect, resulting apparently from misconception of
the relation which children sustain to the christian church, pareats and reli-
gious teachers are beginning to appreciate more fully the importance of their
conversion to God in early youth. They have not, indeed, been forgotten,
or overlooked, in the past, for no christian parent can be so utterly lost to all
the claims of duty to God and his family, as to be wholly unconcerned for their
moral and spiritual well-being. The mother of Philip Doddridge, teachirg
her little son at her koee, the story of Jesus, from the Duteh tiles that adorned
the chimney-corner,—the only illustrated “ Child’s Primer” of those days,—
was perhaps not an uncommon example, at least amonz the Nonconformists of
the last century. But beyond the parental training thus imparted, and occa-
sional cathechetical instruction by the pastor, both of them ianvaluable in
themselves, there was but little done in the way of providing them with public
means of grace suitable to their tender years and capacities. The Church of
Christ had never apprehended, and indeed does so yet but very imperfectly
the import of our Saviour’s words,—* of such is the kingdom of heaven.”
A genuine religious experience in early childhood was generally regarded as
80 rare a phenomenon as to be almost incredible. And hence the preaching,
though thoroughly evangelical and instructive, was in style and matter as
much beyond the knowledge and ability of children, as it was ill-adapted to
their physical capacities through extreme length. The devotional parts of the
service were probably equally unsuitable. The gathering in of the children
of the ignorant and vicious classes,—the ¢ city Arabs,”” as they have not
inappropriately been named,—was a thing as yet unthought of.

Of late years much of this has been changed. The Sabbath School has been
instituted, and notwithstanding many defects in its organization and working,
has undoubtedly accomplished a very large amount of good.  Christian minis-
ters are learning to regard the emphatic injunction of the Master, to feed the
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“lambs " of his flck, ns certainly no less binding than the one that instructs
thew to feed his * sheep,” and are dving more than ever, probably, by per-
sonu! dealing with the young in. private, and by addresses from the pulpit,
and in the Sabbath School, to fulfill the obligation. Aund lastly, the nuwbers
of Conventions annually held for the furtherance of the Sabbath School
cause, proves, we think, the truth of the proposition with whith we set out.

It may well be questioned, however, whether with all this substantial pro-
gress, we have yet attained to the true conception of our Saviour’s meaning
in the command already referred to. The Good Shepherd would not have
us drive his lambs to a separate fold to be housed and fed; they belong to
his flock, and must be nourished and sheltered among them.  Yet, practically,
this is what is done whenever the Sabbath School, or any other human expe-
dient is relied upon for the bringing up of our children in the fear of God.
We are handing them over to the attentions of a nurse, just when they need
the fostering care and affection of their pavents ; substituting the extraordi-
nary weans of mau’s devising for the ordinary methods appointed and
approved of God. We confess to a liking for that most sigaificant appellation,
« Mother church,” albeit it is Romish. Every christian church sustains a
relationship towards those brought up in it that may properly be expressed
by that endearing title, and surely the first duty of a motber is personally to
attend to the health and training of her children.

A very general desire was manifested at the recent Sabbath School Conven-
tion at St. Catharines to secure a closer bond of connection between the Church
and the Sabbath School, and some very pertinent and well-timed thoughts
were uttered by those who addressed the Convention upon that subject. It
was urged that the School should be regarded, not as an agency in operation
outside the church, buc as an integral part of its work, to be provided for out
of its funds, and managed by its direction. But supposing all this to bave
been sceured, is there nothing more to desire in the way of provision for the
religious training of the young? Is there to be “ neither part nor lot ” for
them in the sauctuary,—no adapting of any portion of its sacred serviees to
their capacities and wants? Granting all that has becn cluimed for the
Sabbath School as ¢ the nursery of the Church,” the nursery is nov the
house, though a most important room init. The house of God is « the church
of the living God, the pillar and ground of the truth.”

Let us never forget, in our zeal for so excellent an institution as the Subbath
School, that the preaching of the Gospelis the divinely chosen instrumentality
for the conyersion of sinners, and that it is always wiser and safer to rely upon
the means God bas commended to us than upon any human expedient. We
retract what we once wrote; the Sabbath School is mot ¢ the childrer’s
church.” To attempt to make it such, or to substitute attendance there for
attendance at public worship, would be a direct violation of the laws of our
pi..tual being. Adults and children are made to dwell fogether, both in
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the church and in the family, that they way act and reiict socially upon cach
other ; and it would perhaps be hard to say which would be the greater suffer-
ers by the attempt to separate them.

Furthermore, the primary aim of the Sabbath School is instruction ; that
of the sanctuary is or ought to be, worship. The two are combined in various
degrees, of course, in both cases. In the school, however, prayer and praise
come in rather as the introductory and coucluding exercises of the hour spent
upon the lesson, which is the main feature of the oceasion. Yet the culture
of the heart of the child is certainly no less important than the storing of his
mind with truth, and that, so far as man is concerned, is the great end of
worship. One of two things, there.ore, requires to be done,—either the
Sabbath School must be made more of a devotional service, suited to the cap-
acities and wants of the young, or such services must be provided for them
in the house of God.

The former of these methods seems practicable only where the whole con-
gregation can be brought into the School, as was suggested at the St. Catha-
rines Convention, the presence and graver demeanour of the pareuts being
absolutely necessary, in our judgmnent, to the maiutenance of proper decorum
during a more protracted devotional service. Such a proposal, however,
appears to us purely chimerical, so far, at least, as the great majority of the
churches are coneerned; and hence we must aim at the more practicable
alternative of providing for the instruction and religious culture of the young,
through means of the public services of the sanctuary.

Two or three suggestions in regard to the method of doing this, offered
chiefly with a view to calling forth the thoughts of others on the subject, must
close this article.

First,—as to securing the attendance of the children. Of course, the best
way of doing this is for parents to take their children with them to public
worship, if possible, every Lord’s day. A habit will thus be formed which
will in the course of a few years, ripen into principle, and in all ordi-
nary cases, effectually secure the object contemplated. When they are old,
they will not depart from it.

Children attending the Sabbath School, but not connected with the congre-
gation, should be specially and frequently invited by their teachers, and by
the Superintendent ; and if they cannot be induced otherwise to go, should
be visited at home, and brought to the house of God. Few persons, whether
parents or children, will long resist a kindly invitation of this nature.

Eoquiry should always be made by the teachers, and especially where
scholars attend a different place of worship, as to the text, and beads of dis-
course, and anything else of interest connected with the morning service,
and a record kept of the result. Iu this way the two-fold object will be gained
of ascertaining the actual attendance of the scholar, and cultivating the habit
of attention while in the house of God.
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In many places in England, the Sabbath School is taken bodily into the
church or chapel, and seated together in the gallery, or other part of the house,
as found wiost convenient. There are some advantages in this plan, but it
strikes us as liable to two very grave objections,—the extreme length of the
services, where one immediately follows the other, and the great difficulty of
preserving order.  Besides, a coustrained attendance, except it be in company
with the pareuts, or under their authority, not unfrequently produces a revul-
sion of feeling aguinst all religious dutics neverafterwards overcome. On the
whole, therefore, we much prefer personal invitation to compulsion in any
degree, as a means of securing their presence in the sanctuary.

Then,—as to the character of the service, several questions arise. Should
the wants of the young people be met by occasional sermous specially addressed
to them, aud a class of religious exercises exclusively adapted to their nature
and capacities?  Or should there be something in every sermon, and some
portion of every service, designed and fitted for their improvement and salva-
tion 7 We strongly incline to the latter method, although we have never yet
seen the theory wrought out into practice. The erection of young people, or
any other portion of a congregation, into @ class by themselves, to be preached
to on stated occasions, seems to us to have a tendency to gencrate a fecling
anything but desirable in hearing the gospel, or likely to conduce to the profit
of the hearer. A self-consciousness is produced that is apt to set an indivi.
dual on his guard against the truth, and frustrate the very purpose for which
the special service is designed.

Qur space,"however, forbids enlargement. The subject is one of very great
importance, and difficulty, and one requiring, as it appears to us, a comparison,
and a very careful and thorough revision of our views with regard to it.
Brethren, what can be done to muke our public worship more of

A MEeANs oF GRACE TO THE CHOILDREN ?

AN EXPLANATION.

Under the caption, ¢ Not quite fair,”” our confrere of the “ Evangeical
Witness,” complains that we have hardly done him justice in our notice of
his article on-the ¢ Penalty for being an Arminian,” inour October number.

** As he has presented our expressions to his readers,” he says, “ they would
suppose that we were among the admirers of Independency per ve and as a whole
which we are not, as our article sufficiently indicated. We do confess to a liking
for some things among our brethren, and for the way in which they do somne
things, but as a whole we do not like Independency. Will our good brother who
edits the Indcpendent so well, give his readers a fair digest of our views on the
case under discussion. If he will, we shall be satisfied to_have them see what
we think of the system ; but we hardly think he has done justice to our views as
he has presented them,”

We certainly did not intend to misrepresent our good brother’s views, and
cannot yet see how any one could take the impression he fears may be formed
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regarding them, from the quotations we made. We are very sorry that he
has not a better opinion of Independency, and hope he may yet learn to like
it “as a whole.” We think he would were he to know it more intimately.
It was, in fuct, the desire to remove prejudices, and overcome his dislike to it,
along with that of others, that we penned the artiele in question,—a thing
we certainly should not have been at the pains of doing, had we thought him
already cnnmoured of the system. However, as our brother seems to wish it,
we publish his disclaimer, and are ready at any time to vouch for the fact that
the orticle, upon which we had occasion to animadvert, was written, not in
the interest of Independency, but against it. Whether the reasoning was
“quite fuir,”’ or cogent, is anather question.

THE CONGREGATIONAL UNTON OF NOVA SCOTIA AND
NEW BRUNSWICK.

‘The annual meeting of the body commenced on the evening of Friday, the
4th September, at Sheffield, N. B.  Rather we should say, that its first, and
because informal not least delightful meeting, was when on board the beauti-
ful steamer « Rothsay,” on the morning of the 4th, at Indian Town, St. John,
the greater number of ministerial hrethren, lay delegates, and lady and
gentlemen visitors, grasped each others hands in friendly recognition.

It our numbers were comparatively few, our fortunes during the past year
had been as varied as those of larger bodies.

With some it had been * toiling much and reaping none.”” Their ex-
pericnee was deseribed by that Scripture, ¢ They go, they go, with tears
bearing the seed basket.” ~ T'o others it had been a time of harvest, a season
of must blessed and successful effort—¢They come, they come with joy,
bearing the sheaves.”

To others it had been in part a seasou of relaxation and travel, and the
recollection of the summer months were sunny memories of visits to loved
friends, and familiar scenes in Old England, and things new and strange
wituessed duriag a continental tour.

It .ome disappuintment was felt that no delegate from: the sister Union
preseuted himself, and that those Leloved brethren, viz, brethren Llliot,
Kean and Barker, could not possibly be with us, yet the day was fine, the
company eminently social, and the sail most delightful. Will our estecmed
brethren pardon us, if in this counection we drop a word in praise of the
St. John river, aud of what they may expect to see when they come as
visitors or delegates to another Union meeting at Sheffield, or Keswick Ridge.

It it cannot boast of the vastness of the St. Lawrence; if its rapids are
not sv famous, its islands less numerous and rugged, it still has a beauty of
its own, of which the New Brunswickers are justly proud.

Though to most of our company the scene was not new, yet was its beauty
incrensingly appreeiated, as the stenmer sped her way at first and for several
miles through a narrow passage, bounded on cither side by precipitous cedar-
crowned rocks ; with here gnd there a lovely little bay or bold promontory ;
then emerging into a lake many miles wide, its banks richly cultivated, and
receiving into its bosom far to the east, the blue waters of the Kennebecusis,
a tributary of the St. Johun.
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Onward we sail, now nearing the shore as the river narrows, and winds
amid banks, the nearer slopes of which, as also the distant perspective, were
aderned by the cottages, gardens and fields of an industrious rutal population.

Again the river widens into lukes made gay with the sails of many a wood
bout spread to the breeze; and beautified by muny an emerald island of in-
exhaustible fertility, the fragrance of whose new mown hay reguled the
senses.

Scarcely had the company risen from an excellent dinner, when the steamer
neared the ancient settlement of Shefficld with the long row of aged willows
and magnificent clws skirting the banks of the river, and partinlly concealing
the pretty cottages, and rich alluvial lands that lay behind. Soon the tower
of the church became visible, and as we neared the wharf we were greeted
by the esteemed Secretary of the Union, and pastot of the Sheflield Chureh,
KRev. R. Wilson.

Here too were the friends, some on foot, snd others with carriages waitirg
to reccive their guests, and only expressing regret that more had not come to
enjoy their hospitality. Then we parted for a few hours to meet at 7 p. m.
in the church edifice to hear the

ANNUAL SERMON.

This was preached by Rev. A. Burpee of Yarmouth, N. 8., from Joha
chap xvii. 21st verse,—¢That they all might be one.” The discourse was
an able one, abounding in felicitous quotations and judicious application of
Scripture; a most just exposure of the erroneous notion prevalent upon the
subject of Christian union, and of the various attempts, so common, to
substitute an enforced uniformity of doctrine, discipline, and ritual, for true
unity of faith and spirit. :

From a stand point most catholic, but not latitudinarian, the unity, for
which Christ prayed, and to which his disciples should seck to attain, was
clearly enunciated, and earnestly enforced. After sermon the Union was
called together, and on motion, Mr. James Woodrow, of St. John, was
appointed Minute Secretary, by whom the roll was called, when the following
winisterial members answered to their names, including one who arrived the
next morning :—Revs. K. K. Black, Milton, N. 8.; A. Burpee, Yarmouth,
N. 8.; I Hastings, St. John, N. B.; R. Wilson, Sheffield, N. B.; J. G.
Baylis, St. John, N.B.; C. Daff, Liverpool, N.S. ; S. Sykes, Pleasant River,
N. 8.; and G. Stirling, Keswick Ridge, N. B.

DELEGATES FROM CHURCHES.

Yarmouth, Captain N. K. Clements; St. John, J. Woodrow, and J. B.
Sulis; Shefhicld, Isnac Burpees and Whitehead Barker; Margaree, Mark
Hart; Keswick Ridge, J. Jack.

A temporary committee having been appointed, the meeting adjourned,
and the friends next met at 9 a. m. Saturday in

PRAYER MEETING.

This was well attended and proved to be a refreshing season.  Here, indced,
and in all the subsequent morning prayer-meetimgs, was truly realized, and
beautifully exemplified in holy song, and loving counsel, and believing and
earnest prayer, that oneness in Christ, which had been enforced in the sermon
of the previous evening,
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Devotions being ended, the Union was called to order to listen to the
RETIRING CHAIRMAN'S ADDRESS.

delivered by the late chairman, Rev. T. Hastings, St. John, and entitled
“Sunny streaks on the horizon of religion.”” As the readers of the Inde-
pendent will have the opportunity of perusing this address, we ave saved the
unceessity of giving even an abstract of the countents, and can only express the
wish that all our readers had participated in the pleasure of listeniug to the
animated and cloquent delivery of a paper so able, philosophic and sprightly.

The Rev. S. Sykes of Pleasant River having been elected chairman of the
Union, and certain routine business having heen transacted, the Secretary,
Rev. R. Wilson, read the

MISSIONARY REPORT.

As the mere facts contained in this Report will be found in the general
Missionary Report already in print, and to which we refer our readers, we
thall ask the attention of our readers to a few extracts from a scarcely less
interesting and kindred document, read ata later stage of the proceedings.

STATISTICAL REPORT.

Number of Churches, 12. Members added during the year: by letter, 7;
by profession, 110—total 117.  Removals during the year: by death, 14 5 by
letter, 12—total 26. Making a net increase to our churches of 91. Infant
Baptisms, 24; Adult Baptisms, 12—total 36.  Money raised : Local purposes,
$38,015; Denominational, §459; Foreign, §380 ; General, $115 ; Iuterest on
Gorham Fund, §468—total §9,037.

As presenting the darker shades of the year's experiences, it may be
remarked that four of our churches report no addition by profession. In
cight there has been no special religious interest. In several, financiad diffi-
cultics, the removal of an increased number of individuals and families from
our congregations, specially to the United States, and the want of ministers
to supply vacant charges.  As set over against these fuacts it may be mentioned,
that in four ot our churches special outpourings of (od’s. Spirit has been
enjoyed, by which the people ot God have been greatly quickened, and many
precious souls converted.

Taking the serious depression of business into account, our churches have
made commendable effort to maintain public ordinances, and the cause of
Christ in general.  They have enjoyed unbroken peace, nor have there been
any removals of ministers by death or otherwise. An effort under the most
favourable auspices is being made to resuscitate the cause in Halifux, and
awong all the brethren the utmost unanimity of fecling and action prevails.

The next subjeet occupying the attention of the Union was the

PASTOR’S RETIRING FUND.

The committee appointed by the Union, at the last meeting, to take the
initiative in raising such a fund, having reported, the subject was discussed
afresh.

Our readers may remember the felt necessity for such a fund arose from
the specialities of what is as yet but a single case—that of our venerable
brother the Rev. George Stirling, of Keswick Ridge. .

That brother is now by his own confession physically unable effectively to
work that important field ; and yet, like many another whose lot it has beea
to spend and be spent in the service, cqually unable to retire and enjoy
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honorable repose from toil. The churches by delegates and the winisterial
brethren, pledged themselves to raise $800 per annum as a retiring allowance
for our esteemed brother.

This sum whe= it should be no longer needed for the purpose, or in event
of mare being r..sed, might be invested, and form the nucleus of a Pastor’s
Retiring Fund, which might prove helpful when our brethren, now nearly alt
in the prime of life, should begin to bend under the weight of years. The
committee having appointed one of their number to confer with the church
at Keswick Ilidge in regnrd to the proposed arrangement, had to report to
the Union that nothing had been done, in consequence of the indisposition
of the church to acquiesce in the scheme.

Happily, however, upon more mutute consideration, the church repented
of its oppusition to a scheme so wise and beneficent, and by the delegate
informed the Union that it would both favour the projeet, and do its part
towards the fund. Thus our prospects are now fair. We are not ignorant
of the fact that a very considerable funded capital will be needed to make such
a fund safe and available for all, and that as the matter assumes shape and
form, grave questions will have to be decided, 2s to when a brother shall be
considered incapacitated, and how many years scrvice in the country shall
cutitle one to the benefits ; but inastnuch as our work is yet but simple, and
our Habilities small, and likely to be so for some time to come, and as we are
not of those who despise the day of small things, trusting in a gracious provi-
dence, and the liberality of our churches, we shall go forward.

Passing by some matters of detail, and of local interest, the next subject
brought before the Union had reference to

EDUCATION.

Congregationalists here, as elsewhere, have ever been opposed to govern-
mental grants to sectarian institutions, and hence our readers will learn with
pleasure that the following resolution was carried unanimously by ihe
Uniou t—

Whereas it is genernlly understood that an improvement will be made in the
educational aystem of New Brunswick, at the first session of the Legislature,
therefore—Resolved, that a petition, signed by the Chairman and Secretary of this
Uniun, be presented to the Legislature, praying that all grants to denominational
schuuls and institutions be abolished.

PUBLIC MEETINGS.

The first of these was held on the evening of Saturday, when a goodly
number assembled in the church edifice to listen to interesting addiesses,
delivered by brethren Duff, Black and Sykes; baving relation particuludy
to the work of grace in the churches at Liverpool, Milton and Pleasant River.

THE SABBATH

Proved to be as was expected, an high day. The morning was a most
lovely one, and at an carly hour numerous carriages from upper and lower
country, and boats from across the river, were seen making for the church,
where Rev. C. Duff preached to a numerous and attentive audience, from
Isaiah 3v. 8-9. In the afterncon a public service was held for the benefit
of the young. While the little children were there in goodly numbers, the
large proportion of the audience were composed of young men and women.
The children were addressed by the Rev. S. Sykes; the unconverted in the
audience by the Rev. Mr. Day (Baptist), who supplied the place of the Rev.
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J. G. Baylis, who was indisposed ; and those who were sceretly on the Lord’s
side, but had not yet professed faith in Christ, by the Rev. R. K. Black. The
last named speaker also made an earuest appeal to Christian young men
present, with a view to turn their attention to the work of the Christian
ministry.

This was folt by all to be o most interesting service. There was the most
devout attention, and apparent good impression ; and the worthy pastor hopes
for good results from it. At the same hour the Rev. A. Burpee preached at
Oak Point, and at G pm., Rev. R, K. Black preached for the Wesleyan con-
gregation, Sheffield.

Confessedly the most solemn and delightful service of the day, to the
interest of which doubtless the previous services contributed, was when in
the evening at half-past seven, the ministers, lay delegates, and visitors to the
Union, and a ldrge number of the members of the Wesleyan church, invited
by brother Black, sat down with the church at Sheffield to observe the Lord’s
Supper.

XE this service no eermon was preached. The pastor presided, supported
on the one hand by the Rev. G. Stirling, and on the other by the Rev. A.
Burpee, the former of whom addressed the communicants, and the latter the
spectators.  Their addresses were most soul-stirring and iwpressive, and
opportunity being given for any present to speak, brother Mark Hart, delegate
from the church at Margaree, rose and in a way which captivated all hearts,
and drew tears to many eyes, related an experience of most thrilling interest,
and wonderfully illustrative both of the gooduess and severity of God.

He was followed by our venerable brother J. B. Sulis, of St. John, who
spoke in a most feeling and appropriate manner. And when at an advanced
hour the meeting closed, it was felt by all that this, though the most informal,
was indeed the sweetest of all the Sabbath exereises, and that He who at
cven tide appeared to the sorrowing and trembling company in the upper
room at Jerusalem, and said unto them * peace be unto you,” had indeed becan
in our midst, and thus again at evening time it had becn light.

MOXNDAY.

The Union met first for prayer, and then for work. After accepting an
invitation from the church in Yarmouth, to meet with them nest year, the
following resolution in respect to

TEMPERANCE
was submitted to the meeting, and carried unanimously :—

Resolved—That this Union reaffirms its yesolution of last yuar on the subject
of temperance, which is as follows :— IWiereas intemperance is an evil of appalling
magnitude, which does not confine its ravages to any class of society ; and, whereas
the experience of the past has fully proved the inadequacy of moderate drinking
to suppress theevil, and deliver its victims; and, whereas all moral questions
require exposition, frequently by word and constantly by deed, to give them
their due influence ; therefore, Jlesolved, that this Union cordially endorses the
principles of Total Abstinence, and earnestly recommends their advocacy in
our pulpits, and their adoption, and suggests the Sabbath imnqedizztel y preceding
the 25th December as a suitable time for a sermon on the subject.

A lively and most friendly discussion on the subject brought out the
following interesting facts :—That in some of our churches all the members
are total abstainers : that many of our ministers bear office in some one of the
various temperance organisations ; and that most have either preached on the
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subject, or have not done so because they have delivered various public
addresses on the subject throughout the year.

Various other matters not necessary to mention occupied the moring
hours. Because of the rain too few of the friends met to hear the

ES3AY ON CHURCH FINANCE.

This was prepared and read at the request of the Union, by the Rev. A.
Burpee.

As this able paper is not to be published in the pages of the Independent,
its author declining to comply with the wishes of the Union in this particular,
chiefly on economical grounds, we may be pardened for glancing at its
contents.

It was, indeed, a most timely treatise on a most practical subject. -

Its bearing upon the prosperity, and even the very existence of our
churches was well dealt with, and the teachings of the Scriptures on the
subject clearly enunciated. The most common methods adopted for the
support of church ordinances, such as pew rents, subscription papers, volun-
tary assessment, and the weekly offering, were all passed in review, with their
various merits and demerits. The essayist expressed his decided preference
for the weekly offering, and while admitting that it might be difficult to
secure its general adoption by all our churches, it was a goal most earnestly
to be aimed at, and involving an educating process most salutary, and leading
to extensive and most blessed results. The reading of the essay gave rise
to free but friendly discussion, which terminated in the adoption of the
subjoined resolution :—

Resolved, that the thanks of the Union be given to the Rev. A. Burpee for his
able essay on Church Finance, and that the ministerial members of the Union
be requested to read it in the hearing of their congregations.

Another vote of thanks as follows, and the afternoon session closed.

Resolved, that the thanks of the Union are due to Rev. F. Iastings, for his
admirable address, and that a copy be requested for publication in the Canadian
Independent.

It had been arranged to hold a public meeting in the evening, but the
night proving to be tempestuous a prayer-meeting was held by the few that
assembled.

TUESDAY.

This, the last day of meeting, was not the least as regards the amount and
importance of the work done.

It commenced by hearing the reports of delegates to corresponding bndies.
The brethren reporting were,—Rev. A. Burpee, delegate to the sister Union
of Ontario and Quebec, and the Rev. T. Hastings, delegate to the Congrega-
tional Union of England and Wales. Both of these brethren had fulfilled
their appointwents and received from their respective bodics kindly assurance
of their syipathy with usin our work. They also gave interesting statements
as to the character of the respective mectings they attended, the questions
engaging the attention of our friends, and the work being done by them.

'he secretary having read the ecredentials of the Rev. Dr. Wilkes as
delegate to the Union from the Upion of Ontario and Quebec, and assigned
reasons for his non-attendance, as also a letter from the Rev. F. H. Marling
of Toronto, expressing his deep regret at not being able to meet with us, the
Union proceeded to discuss the subject of the
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WIDOW'S AND ORPIIAN’S FUND.

A resclution emanating from the Business Committec, and recommending
the fund to the support of the churchés, led to a good many enquiries on the
part of lay delegates and others, in regard to this Society, in relation to which
comparatively little is known in these Provinces. Despite a previous resclu-
tion of the Union, nothing had yet been done for the object, the reason beiug,
as was elicited by the discussion, that the claim of the Society had not been
laid before the churches. Some two or three were beneficiary members of
the Society, and feit a delicacy about pressing the claim; others were not,
and it may be forgot to do so, and still others were members of life insarance
companies; and in some Instances, the premiums oun their policies were paid
by their people.

All recognized the importance of the Society, and the gencrosity of the last
named course, and joined in passing the subjoined resoiution, which it is to
be hoped will not prove a mere cmpty compliment :—

Resolved, that we recommend that a special effort he made in all our churches
to raise contributions to the Widow’s and Orphan’s Fuud Society during the
ensuing year, and that this Union suggests to the churches the propriety of
paying the premiums on the policies of their ministers whenaver ivsured.

THE COLLEGE.

This important institution was made the subject of a most free but amicable
discussion. All admitted that the benefits conferred upon our body by the
College at Montreal were very great indeed.

1t was freely conceded that the present hopeful state of affairs in our
churches in these Provinces was largely due to the labours of brethren who
are azlumui of that institution.

Still, iv was generally asserted that the institution does not quite meet the
exigencies of many of our churches, specially in these maritime Provinces.
All were agreed that the professors were known, tried, and able wmen, and
that the course of instruction was thorough ; but the expediency of combining
in one institution the giving of a practical course of instruction to some whose
previous training had been defective, and whose aim was usefulness within
certain limits, and the giving to others a more thorough and complete training,
was wore than questioned.

That it was desirable all admitted, but that it was practicable was more
than doubted.

It was argued, would wot both classes of students be repelled ? would
not the wore advanced mentally seek for purely first-class institutions? would
not those of inferior culture seck for institutions exclusively intended for
such as themselves?

Brethren declared they had a difficulty in persuading young men of cither
grade to proceed to Montreal.

None professed to be able to solve the difficulty. Yet it was argued by
some amongst us, whose experience and judgment ertitle their opiuion to
respeet,—why should our country churches be left to languish for pulpit
supply, while talent is available in our churches? Why should not some
of our more experienced ministers be induced to undertake the instruction
of young wen, one or more at a time, not to prepare them for college, but by
the use of text books, and systems of theology, and the occasivnal exercise
of their gifts, to fit men for actual fields of usefulness?
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The discussion on the question was termninated by the adoption of the
following resolation :—

Whereas there is a demand in the world and in the church for variety of talent,
and also diversity of culture in the christian ministry, for men of the highest
culture and attainments possible, in Universities and Theological Colleges, and
also for men of much less culture and attainments, who have piety, common
sense, and ability to discharze the duties of the ministry in spheres to which
they are adapted ; and, whereas in England it has been found that to have a higher
and lower course in the same college has proved detrimentasl to the attendance in
each ; therefure, Resolved, that the Union do most earnestly recommend our
churches in these Provinces to support the College at Montreal, as an institution
that should aim at the highest possible resalts in Collegiate and Theological
truining for the ministry of our churches, leaving it for more limited localities to
provide, as the churchesin their wisdom may devise, a mode for imparting a more
limited course of instruction for those who, though desiring to be useful, are not
prepared to take a full collegiate eourse.  And further, Resolved, that the Union
recommend the second Sabbath in October to Le set apart as a day for collections,
preaching, and prayer in behalf of the college, at the same time acknowledging
in the increased number of students attending, answers to the former prayers of
the churches that the Lord of the harvess would send forth labourers into the
harvest.””

Another resolution having reference to a sum charged against the Unton
in the Treasurer’s account, as it appears in the College Report :—

Teesolved, that the Union pay the sum of 832 towards defraying the cost of Dr.
Lillie’s visit to these lower Provinces, and they wish it to be distinctly understood
that this sum is a contribution towards the College Funds, out of which all the
travelling expenses of its agents tv these Provinces are properly paid.”

As this article is already, we fear, too long, we can only afford to give the
substance of other important resolutions passed. These were:—

OUR CONGREGATIONAL PRINCIPLES.

Whereas the principles of church government recognized by the members
and churches of this Union, would, if adopted generally throughout these
provinces, secure a better concentration of Christian effurt and work, and
break down much that mars harmony among Christians holding different
views, therefore

Resolved, that it is the duty of this Union to take some steps to make these
principles better known than they are at the present time.

Lesoleed, thut Mr. Woodrow be requested to write a tract in relation to our
principles, to be read beforn the Uniou next Session.

DOMINION PRECEDENCE.

Llesoleed, that the Unior enters most uncompromisingly its solemn protest
against the invidious distinetions drawn hy the arder of precedence lately issied.
inasmuch as it is opposed to the general spirit of religious equality pervading this
Dominion.

CANADIAN INDEPENDENT.

Lesoleed, That the Union views with pleasure the increasing esteem in which
the Canadian Independent is held by our churches, and recommends to the pastors
and members of o1 churches increased efforts to promote its circulation.

A few more resolutions embracing,—thanks for the gencrous hospitality of
the Shefficld friends,—thanks to Mr. Woodrow for his articles in the ndepen-
drat, illustrative of the early history of our Churches,—and his appointmens
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as Treasurer of the Union,—and the business session closed. to be fullowed
by a public meeting in the evening at which most of the ministerial members
of the Urion made short speeches.

Thus ended a series of wectings most pleasant, profitable and harmonious.

All the members and delegates remained in attendanec to the last, the only
exception being our brother Hastings who left on Saturday to supply his own
pulpit, but returned on the Monday. The travelling expenses of ministers
and delegates were paid in full.

Uuabroken harmony prevailed. In peace we met, in peace and love we
parted. .

To one who was accustomed to the mode of conducting business in our
larger sisier Union of Ontario and Quebec our proceedings 1n some particulars
wot narrated might seem peculiar. It might seem as if we stepped out of our
pathway when we lent moneys, with or without interest, to help build churches,
or projected and paid for the expenses of itinerary tours. But all this is
explained by the fact that our Union isin fact 2 Missionary Society, possess-
ing a little funded capital, and while maintaining in good faith the missionary
co-partnership existing between usand our western brethren, like to do a little
business on their own aceount, and to extend a helping hand, in the way that
is decemed most desirable, to vacant charges, and weak and struggling interests.

“SUNNY STREAKS.”

ADpprESS OF THE RETIRING Charrmayx, e Rev. Freperick ITASTINGS, DELIVERED BEFORE
e CONGREGATIONAL UN10X oF Nova Scoria AN NEW BRUNSWICK, AT SUEFFIELD,
N. B., oN Sartvrpay, SertenMser 5tH, 156S.

BerLoveD CHRISTIAN BRETHREN.— At the Union Meetings held at Milton
you hououred me by calling me to be your Chairman for the year. That
office has not entailed any very heavy duties, and your indefatigable Secretary
relicves one from any business that might be accounted as a burden. He
will give you some of the results of the year’s work, and I am to give you
the woral reflections. This is no easy task, secing that the moral reflections
have to be prefized instead of being affixed. It is my duty however before
saying anything further, to bid you, the ministers, delegates and attendants
welcome. 1 bid you welcome in the name of our common Lord.

VISIT TO ENGLAND.

It has been my good fortune to visit lately my native land. You, kuowing
last year that I proposed going, conferred on me the honour of being your
delegate to the annual meeting of the Congregational Union of England and
Wales. I neced not say how great was the joy of finding my foot once more
pressing the soil, and my eye once more gazing on the scenes familiar in the
old land. I will not speak of the glad meeting with dear friends, but I may
tell of how all other pleasures were enhanced by the fact that I was in time
also to attend the great many meetings of our denomination. Ah! brethren,
you might indeed envy me the great privilege of being present at those meet-
ings. You may read the account of them, and peruse with delight the address
of Dr. Raleigh, but you can only faintly conceive the inspiriting influence
produced by listening breathlessly to its delivery. It was soul stirring to be
I that great assembly, great in numbers and greater still in the intelligence
it represented, joining in the almost tumultuous applause greeting the eloquent
chairman.  Would that you all could have been there! It would have had

2
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upon each the effect T trust it has had upon myself, of infusing a still stronger
determination to labour for the spread of truth, and a deeper devotion to Him
whose love fills so many noble hearts.

I was not unmindful of my duty as your delegate, but when called upon,
expressed to them your good wishes, told them of our work in these provinces,
of the smallness of our number, the distances which separated ug, of our hopes
and our fears, our difficulties and discouragements, and somewhat of our desire
and determination to spend and be spent in the service of the same blessed
master followed by themselves. Their best wishes for your welfare, ~dan
assurance of their continued and confirmed interest in your progress, I bear
back to you.

The question that has been for sometime uppermost in my mind has béen,
as to what would be the most suitable subject on which to address you.
What shall Isay to you who are my seniors, and who are mostly better
acquainted than myself with the requirements of Colonial Congregationalism ?
I would not presume to guide, but I may attempt to stimulate. As yet the
fire and hopefulness of youth stirs me. This will necessarily tinge any views
to which I may give utterance. We wish not to direct attention mecrely to
the state of our denomination in the provinces, but to the general prospects
of religion.  We all have difficulties peculiar, we think, to ourselves. These
sometimes so sadden us that we can scarcely believe there is sunshine clse-
where. The “murmur of our little song” seems to usto be the “ wavethat
circles round the world”> Let us lock away from the furrow ia which we
plod and let us view for a time the broad landscape. Let us ascend from the
mists which gather around us cach in the valley of our daily life, and mount
to the higher regions from whence we may get a brighter as well as a more
extended view. There is, we admit, much still to repent of worldliness in the
church, but we are not sure that things are so much worse "than aforetime.
On the contrary we believe that there is much to cheer and encourage. My
recent visit to the mother country has confirmed this. Nor has a trip, albext
somewhat hurried, through France, Switzerland, and Northern Italy, dore
anything to shake that conviction. Hence it is my intention to speak of the
things that have struck us as cheering. If I might give a heading to my
address I should call it, perkaps poetically

«“SUNNY STREAKS ON THE HORIZON OF RELIGION.”

Glancing back over the history of religion, we find that in each age it has
had a certain character and general outline. Religion, <. ¢., the Christian
religion must ever be the same.  The Bible would have to be altered altogether
if the way of salvation by faith in a crucified Saviour could become unneces
sary. Still this religion has passed through different phases in its develope-
ment. Its aspect in the different ages has been as diversified as the counte-
nances of the human race. What is the expression or aspect of the present?
Is it favourable or not 2 Is there any hopefulness about it 2 This is the
question we have asked ourselves; but how difficult it is to get or give a
right answer. There is so much risk of giving partial views, of overcolouring
or of gloom-shrouding. You will keep this in mwind while listening to the
thoughts that occur to us on the subject.

CHARACTER OF PROFESSORS.

1t must always be a matter of deepest interest to those who are engaged iv
spreading a knowledge of Christ’s truth, to discover what is the effect of thos
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Christian principles on the duily life of our hearers. Now we think there
is reason for hope in this respect.  Men of business certainly do some stranws
things at times, but it is gratifying to kuow that they have to overcome greater
opposition from conscicuce and public opinion than afuretime. They have to
strive to reconcile their actions with a reccived and high standard of morality.
Instances of the breaking of Christian principles come now most speedily to
the surface. The world which is compelled more and more to recognize the
power of Christianity, is also more on the alert to publish with trumpet tongue
auy delinqueney on the part of its adherents, The temptations also leading
men to strive to become hastily rich are greater and more constant in their
preseutation than formerly. Hence the failure of many. But let us not
think that the times are loose on this account. When inclined to do so,
remewber how fearful was the effect on the church of the widespread tempt-
ations to gambling speculation which culminated in the South Sea Bubble.
On the other hand, think of the present vast number of business men, uoble-
bearted and true, men who strive to carry Christian principles into the store
or counting house, street or exchange,—men, who would rather see their names
in the Gazette owing to an honourable failure, than forfeit their characters
and maintain an unsatisfactovy prosperity. Further, it is evident that Society
will not now tolerute such evils as were at one time accounted necessary accom-
plishiments.  Xven the ¢ lower orders”” bave been much elevated. If they
still give way to some debasing practices, they have to carry them on in sceret.
It then becomes a shame even to speak of them.  Society will not allow the
wmention of these things, formerly common topics of conversation. Webelieve
further, that there is greater effort than ever put forth to make the generality
of homes more cheerful and altractive. The softening influences of music,
and of harmless games are introduced more and more into Christian homes.
Lvenings spent there are now more delightful than those spent in wandering
iu the streets, or lounging in public places of amusement.

RELIGION NOT GLOOMY.

This leads us to remark that we consider it a hopeful sizn that men are
making the discovery that thereis less antagonism between religion and human
nature than represented.  Aforetime, mauny Christians have led us by their
actions to suppose that they thought it a sin to be happy. Not content with
the crosses which fell in the course of Providence to their lot, they seemed
to bo always in search of weightier. Many preachers also. have by a one-
sided teaching, led men to suppose that any time given to recreation, was so
much detracted from the rightful service of God. This placed upon their
shoulders an indefinite and sometimes grievous burden : they have feared
they were committing sin when having a hearty laugh, or allowing themselves
to be amused. Where is the need for this? Thesame book that bears on its
pages the injunction to “ watch .ud pray,” also contains the assertion that
there is a time to laugh.” It recognises the fact that Christians would
have their scasons of exuberant joy when it says, ¢ If any is merry let him
sing Psalms.”  Not that he is to use David’s solemn Psalms to express
werriment, but rather as Alford would render it, “ to play on an instrument,”
and thus vocally and instrumentally allow his joy to find vent.

Time was when to have appeared to have heartily enjoyed some burst of
bumour, would have risked a man’s character for piety. Now it is seen that
humour is human, and not on that account sinful. It is seen also that man
things loved by human uvature are not necessarily opposed to God's will.
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Nay, He who cvented man with a nature loving the beautiful, also infused
sotee love of the mirthful.  Any cvil grows out of its undue indulgence.
Helding a proper balanee, the Christian has a right to sometimes throw off
weiphity cares and indulge in lighter moods.  We could even maintain that
he is the only one having an unreserved right thus to be happy. lle feels
that he is resoneiled to his heavenly Father through the saerifice on Calvury,
He asks himself what he has to make him live in dread of One who loves
him, redeemed him, sought him, brought him into fellowship with Himsclf,
promising him evetlasting joy when life’s brief day is over?  As preachers
we pliinly shew that the worldling, the wnrenewed man, has no right to bo
fully happy. How can he, when o loug list of unrepented sins stand uncan-
celled in the Ledger of the Divine?  How dare he, when he knows not the
wonient that may cut the slender thread of life? We ean readily show that
his act is as foolish as that of the captain of a large stemmer earrying huo-
dreds of passengers, who shonld sit carelessly playing cards and drinking
wine, when the ship is approvching some rocky kead-land hidden in fog.
What i she strikes! would not a hundred angry rcbuking countensuces
lash into greater iutensity the stings of an accusing counscieuce. Thus will
wany find it, who by absorption in empty and senseless amusements, allow
life and hope to flit away, leaving them unprepared for ~ dread cternity.
Let them ©seck first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, then all
other things will be added thereunto.”” It will be seen that many things
which would have been havmful and injurious, are now harmless and innocent.
Being pure he will make other things pure. Religion will be found to
be in harmony with his highest nature. ~ Following an enlightened conscience,
he will not frow false conceptions, do violence to his nature, nor from lack of
principle fall into sinful practices.
RELIGIOUS EFFORT.

Notice another sunny strenk. There is greater thoughtfudness for the
untrained than ever before.  We need not speak of the indispensable Sunday
school ageney.  We wonder now how the Christian chureh could exist so
long without it.  No wonder that ite wuscular power became so encrvated,
when it did but little work. At the present time it is in a state of grcat
cfficiency. A higher style of teaching is being given. Auy possible im-
provemcent suggested as to its managemont, is speedily adapted.  Great also
is the attention paid to the subject of sccular education. In America noble
results have been reached. Judging from what we heard and saw in England,
the people will not be satisfied until a great and undenominational system
shall spread from onc end of the Empire to the other.

Think too of the efforts wade to reclaim the children and youth brought
up in poverty, inured to misery, and trained in eritne. It has been acknow-
ledged that society mmust, for its owa aake, do all it can to take carc of the
rising race. It is awakening to the fact, that to save itself from outrage, it
must attend to the duties sinfully neglected by drunken or eriminal parents.
It now secks to train for good citizens, those who would become gross erimi-
pals. Is not this reason for rejoicing ?

PHILANTHROPY.

This leads us to note further how much effort is put forth to alleviate suf-
fering aud check disaster. Can a real case of need now come to light without
findiog help? W think not. 'We believe that there was never more gene-
ral tenderness of heart towards the poor, than at the present time. Men
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rocognize that poverty is not a crime. Tt is seen that an honest poverty is
fir better than a hasty and unserupulous prosperity.  Hence the greater desive
to provide for the indigent and helpless. Henee the number of philanthropic
sogicties aud iustitutions which exist.  Men also have Jearned to set a higher
value on human life.  Every care is taken to preserve it, whether on land or
ser.  Fven when warsare carried on, men do not read so uathivkingly of the
nuwmber of wounded or slin. They feel more the awful natare of war.  JTn-
deed, we helieve that the day is at hand, when it shall no longer be possible
for one man to plunge nations inta grict for his sole gratification. [ wars
have to he fought in the future, they will be for some principle of right. It
is something worthy of note, that engagements are entered tuto by differcnt
nations, mutually to avoid the use of certain instraments and materials known
to be more than usually destructive to life.  Is it not a gaod sign when even
the Autocrat of the Russins yrows eonsiderate about suflering?  How cheering
too is it to contemplate the great cfforts made to win back those who have
been overcome by the vice of intemperance.  Sowme mourn over the so-called
apathy with respeet to the temperance cause, hut we know that now more are
in it, than appear on the list of members.  'I'he present attitude of the pullic
wind, and its general abhovence of immoderation and the trafiic, is great rea-
son for encouragement.

We dare to claim these advanees as having their root in the principle esseu-
tially enunciated by Christianity : ““as ye would that men should do to you,
do ye even so to them.”  The fiuit from such a principle cannot wither, but
must ever prasper.

THE PRESS,

It has ofttimes heen a question raised by debating societics, as to which had
the greatest power, the pulpit or the press. Now without attempting to
decide between their relative claims, we acknowledge the great power of the
press.  Is it not a “suuny streald” to find the spirit of the press on the whole
so religions 2 We do not say that cvery book and paper and periodical aims
to advance religion, but comparatively few are in opposition to it. What
fespectable paper would venture even to sneer at Christianity? It wight at
a perversion of Christianity ; but does not the pulpit the same, when it ex-
poses ofttimes in seathing terms, the hollowness and hypoerisy of wmany
professors?  We have ofttimes, and more so of late, read articles in the
great daily issues of the old country, that might have been uttered with no
impropricty from the sacred desk. Great faith have we in the power of the
human voice, but the ¢ still small voice” of the printed pege, how potent its
efflect! Around all men there clings something of frailty which detracts in
an unpereeived manner from the power of their speech, but nothing like this
detracts from the influence of the Author. He is probably unknown. 1le
speaks as from behind a veil.  Couviction is wrought ouly by the truth itself,
and hencee sinks more permanently into the soul.  Who then can calculate the
amount of good cffected by the magazines and periodicals circulated in our
schools and houses, by tracts, pamphlets and books, by purely conducted
dailies and weeklies 2 The supply is vast. The nuwber of stcam printing
presses, supplying food for the mind in civilised countries, must approximate
somewhat to the number of corn and grist mills preparing food for the body.
Remember too, that the supply not only equals the demand bus fosters it, and
scc in this an increasing reason for hope and rejoicing. Again, some have
known what it was to dread the day set apart for the scrvice of God by reason
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of its dullness, and the dircet worship of God on recount of its tediousness,
We have heard some men speak with horror of the former times when, seated
in order around a room with blinds down-drawn, infinite wysteries were cate-
chetically drilled into their infant minds, aud religion made a thing of gleom

instead of joy. This is seldom the case now.  We think men are getting wiser.
TE SABBATH AND PUBLIC WORSHIP.,

The Sabbath is not now made 30 gricvous to children, nor gluomy to
men.  Pullic wership has been made more attractive.  The spivit of the sgo
has had its efleet on religion.  As there has heen of Iate higher eultivation
of a love for the beautitul, men have felt that if beauty is found suywhere, it
should be in the house of God.  Ifence the improved style of vur sanctunvies.
Henee also, the wstheties of worship has become quite v study.  We icjoice
that it has vesulted in the removal, in part, of certain excresences.  The drawh
ing singing has given placo to that which is wmore in secordanco with the
joyous spirit of Christianity. The oft reiterated lengthy commaonplace prayers,
which were effectual in banishiug all prayerfulness of spirit, have been in preat
weasure abandoned.  Fhe wordy botelies or never-ending sermons, divided and
sub-divided with inuumerable applications aud uses, hiave been succceded by
those of more brevity and beauty, pointedness and pith.  Worship has thus
Leen robbed of some of its false-lights.  So fur this is an advance. Wehave
ouly to watch lest worship should be reduced to being merely considercd as
one of the fine arts, and its cffect on man considered apart from its power
with God, I this should come to pass, its real value would be gone. ¥he
kernel would then have been thrown away, and only the shell retained, the
jewel would have been forgotten in the embeliishment of the casket.  Avoid-
ing this, we have reason to rcjoice, that, sinee the manner of the conduct of
public worship tells on the spread of truth, so much that is painful and offen-
sive has been banished.

There bas been much discussion sbout the style of preaching and the
dofects of the putpit.  We believe that there is more average good preaching
now thau formerly, and where is the minister who does not seize every hing
as to how he can better put the gospel befure his fellow men? A recont
writer in the Pimes speaks of the great failure of the pulpit as “ consisting
in cowardice.” ¢ T should like ” says he ¢ tosec one year’s honest pulpit
campaign against high class vice. I should then be less ashamed of the order
to which I belong, the profession I have now altogether quitted. [ ZVmes
Aug. 11,1868 ]~ There may be something in this compliint, but we do nat
think that ic applies on this side the Atlantio so strongly as the other.  There
is much out-spukenness. This is a reason for cucouragement.

EXCITEMENT.

Speaking of this, we are led to hope that there is less fulse emotionalism
than formerly in spreading religion.  Preachers do not strive to cffect so
muck by excessive excitement as by the more gentle methods. 1f there
is less appeal to the principle of fear, there is more to that of love. It is
seen that to overstretch the cmotional nature renders it less susceptible of
nobler influences, and that men who live only on feeling are least likely
to act from principle. An excited frame of mind becomes their Suviour and
pot Christ. A man onee made the remark “1 like to listen to a preacher
who can make my flesh creep.” 1 knew that the result of such preaching
had in his case produced nuy but the best results.  We belicve however that
there is now less pandering to this eraving for the descriptive-horrible, and
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move preaching of the love of God in Christ to our race. Al the same time
theve s o more wide spread longing for  real revival.  The Church we believe
iy waiting patiently for the Spirit, which like the wind ¢ bloweth as it Jisteth,”
and for that kingdom which * cometh not by observation,”—with flare of
trumpets, waving of banuers and shouts of the multitude.

INDIVIDUAL RESPONSIBILITY. .

Another sunny streak is the fuet that Christian men are more alive to their
individunl responsibildy than ever. They see that each has a work to do, o
vinuyard to plant, & mission to fultill. It s seen that all, whatever their posi-
tion, can bo useful,—that the square stone of a foundation is equal in serviee
to the carved corbel aud sculptured key stone. We say there are signs of
improvewent in this respeet, but I doubt not that some of my brethren are
mourning over certain members whom they have long striven in vain to induet
into some Christian work. Be not discouraged, great will be your joy when
you succeed. On the whole we believe there never was a time when the so-
called lnity were less inclined to he mere lay-figures in religion, They take
a great interest in its affuirs, and 61l out with living form the otherwise apa-
thetic tendency of an exclusive ministry.

Again wo may point to another cheering sign, viz., the cvaungelistic spirit
at present actuating the church.  Kach denomination, from the smallest and
most recently formed to the largest and longest established, scems anxious to
evangelise the world. They act under the conviction that their continued
existence depends on Jheir carrying out the command of Christ, “ Go ye into
all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature.” They are right.
All useless organisations receive such shocks at this day, that unless they
strive to do something to justify their continuance, they will totter to their
destruction.

How much has been accomplished !  Abroad, missionaries have had great
success. ‘There are high hopes with respect to the future, when a larger
number of the natives shall go forth to educate their fellow-countrymen in
the truths of Christianity. At home we can notice the mission cfforts more
easily. To rcach the mass is the great aim. On this continent the effort is
to carry the gospel to those widely scattered. In the face of all the diffi-
cultics arising from the sparscucss of the population, how much has been
done! This New Brunswick, and Nova Scotia, the Canadas and the States
have beea on the whole well worked, Let not the efforts be slackened and
eventually this shall he more a Protestaut continent than in the middle ages
Burope was Catholic.

DESIRE FOR UNION.

It eannot fail to have impressed us all to see how strong & the tendency
towards coiiperation at the present time. Cooperative societies abound,
Companics carry out projeets that could not be performed by individuals.
Is a Great Eastern to be built, or an ocean to be narrowed for the purpose of
communication by a submerged cable, a company must do it. Isa Moung
Ceuis to be climbed-or tunuelled; or a vast continent of prairie aud rocky
ranges to be crossed by a line of rails, a company must do it. Further, if
several companies are working different sections for their own interest, it
ofttimes becomes advisable to form oue large company to buy out the rest.
The smaller companies impede and cripple each other, the expense of workage
is increased, an expense which falls not on themselves alone but on the public.
Union and eentralization are in worldly affaivs found to be bencficial ; why
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not in spiritual ¥ 'The various seations of the Protestant ehureh are nwakon-
ing (o the fact,  They nre beginning to be eshnmed that much of their
ovangelival elfort hng avison muinly from the desive tor the apread of their
seet. Sensible churchmen ave 1o fonger content to take alate nid for sueh o
purpose, heneo the threatened digestablishment of the lvish (harel, the
aholition of ehureh-rates in Vingdand, and the opening wide the doore of' the
seats of learning hitherto exelusivgly resorved for one denomination. 1t
is being felt more and more that for winisters of un evangelieal shureh not
to bo sble to prench for others, or to ask these of another denomination to
preach for then, faa great anomaly. U death-kuell i heing tolled.  Christinn
men will come neaver to eael other. "Mlieve s, doubtless, n strong retting
towards union among different seets. Fven though the linal perfeet union
should he fae distant, ab any vato it is one of the sunniest streaks that there
is an evident diminution of a seetavian spivit, and growing love for wnion,
Hitherto each seet has pursued its way avmed to tho teeth, like a cruising
pivate. Mistaking every sail heaving in sight for an enemy, it has eleared
the deeks for action.  Now they are beginning to hail cach other, and saluto
with booming gun aud dipping flag. - One sueh salute among many thet wo
way mention, were the words of the Bishop of Kentueky, spoken, 1 helievn, at
a preet Presbytevian gathering.  He said, “& am prepaved to go 1o any
lengths for union, provided there be no saerifice of prineiple.”  Aud when wo
wore in England, words wore spoken by men holding the highest positions in
the Ustablishment,—Dean Alford of Canterhury, and Avehdeacon Sandford,—
words such as must theill the soul of every true christian,  They were spoken
at the annual meceting ot a dissenting colleye, o meeting presided ovor by the
fistnamed.  He s:\ixt “moreover, this college represents a very sacred prin-
ciplo—that of hearty mutual vecognition of all ehristian men ay servanty of
one common Lovd,  This truth has been largely forgutten in Ingland,” [and
not there only,] *but it was cspeeially desirable to remember it now ; and
that expression should be given to a spirit of hearty, loving recognition of
one another a8 brothers and equals in God’s work. . . . . . Tor this
reason also, I heartily wish prosperity to this, and to like institutions;
pross)erity——let the word be truly understood—to Dissent itselt.  For this,
gentlemen, your true prosperity is—not to swell vastly in apparent numbers
—not to flourish on the ruing of' other churches—hut to give us the best
example of this goodly purity, this orderly method of the English faith ..

« « that,in the crisis of Kugland’s chureh we muy bless God that we
possess dissenters.”  There's a salutel  But listen again.  Said Archdescon
Sandford on the same oceasion,—“T am suve that thero is an inereasing
number of Luglish churchmen who do appreciate the zealons and God-blessed
labours of our Non-conformist hrethren—the wmen who have kept the light of
evangelical trath alive when the linglish church was in a state of collzpse
and pavalysis,~—men of whom X shall always speak with reverenco, aflection,
and respect.  May God multiply such men throughout the length and breadth
of our Fatherland 1 Theve's a cheer!  Shall we not send back onr cehoing
response,—* may God inerease such a spirit not only throughout the longth
and breadth of the Fatherland, but throughout this great coutinent of North
Aweriea,—yea, throughout the whole world !

Little good would be cffected, however, if there were mevely the interchange
of civilities and grectings, and no union grew out of it. At least, there should
be union for evangelistic effory, even as there are mutual socicties formed
among the owners of ships to provide against loss.  In order to this combina-
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tion thero must be a breaking down of muny wseless partitions, and the setting
up al o platform: brond enough for all of an evangoelionl charaeter to stand
upon. Fghould bo defined enongh to oxelude fandamental ervor. W havo
rome: examples of what ean ho dong in the Trmet Societies, in the Vvangeli-
enl Allinee, mnd in the Bibto Soviotios. 16 enn go further still.  Wo seo tho
ellorts that are heing mude to wnite the Preshyterian seetions. 1t is quito
timo that all division in that eamp censed. In the old country various
amalier hodies of Wesleyana havo nmalnmated, it is timo all in that great
by fused down theiv prejudices and diffovences so as to put an end to
distinetions,  Independents” aud Baptists might surely holl s non-essential,
their distinguishing dogmas, ond find n basis of union in o more spivitual
aned toen liternl interpretation of Seripture, thuy forming oue great Congrega-
tioual body, aned all thexe grent denominations might further unite in forming
one great Ghristinn Catholio chureh, which should not. kick ench others lmul;
cramp efforty, and eripple thought, but which, while striving to excludo
dumdly ervror, would loave seope for the admission of all that is good and true.
At the formation of sueh a ehareh the mighty dend might stir in their tombs,
andd the spivits of tho just ho ready 1o start from thoir thrones of bliss to
join ngnin the chwrch militant.  Yen, sl heaven would he moved from one
end to the other, aad the shouts of the redeensed, hreaking the silence of the
skies, might. flont down to hevald the dawning of a still brighter era of ¢ peaco
on carth and good will toward men.”’

CREEDS.

1t is another of the “sunny strenks” that there is an anxiety for a sure
and broad hasis of bolivf, and this as the resut of @ vast Wyoadening of
thought.  Men are not now content to wenr the tight-fitting theologienl dress
of tha past, but seek loosor, and perhaps more gracetul robes.  Certaiuly they
have shaken out, or brushed away the mustiness and mildew which had
enerusted thereon,  Not more keenly havo the dieta of science been chal-
lenged than have the dogmas of theology. There has hag been more Biblo
searching for the purpose of discovering its real meaning, rather than to
uphold preconceived thomes. The Saviour's sayings, doings, person, and
clnims have been more humanly studied.  Men feel somehow that from Him
must come the angwers to the questions that agitate the mind of the presont
generation,——questiony such g these,—<“Is there a God outside and over
nature and law ¢ 1s it possible for man to know this God? 1fas God come
down to earth in the likeness of man?””  Thesoure the great central questions.
What will bo tho answer?  Will men in their strugales aceept Christ as the
sure and broad basis of belief?  Wo cannot but adwit that certain things
haveat timesstaggered us.  Heavy havo been the blows of Strauss and Renan
resounding on the helmet of Christinnity.  As yet, however, it is not even
dinted, and many havo returned the blows. Rogers has shewn that faith in
{hrist way sufler an cclipso without being oxtinguished. Young has caused
the “Christ of History” to stand out in bold relief. Bushuell has exhibited
the spotlessness of the ¢ charncter of Jesus.”  Pressensé has brushed away
the cobwebs of the critieal sehool.  The authors of those noble books “ Eece
Howmo” and “ XKeco Deus” have combined to point to Him who is the ¢ Lamb
of (fod that taketh away the sin of the world.”” Men are led to see that the
Christ of Calvary is the rcuniting link between the creature and his Creator.
They aro making Him theirono sure basis of belief. Thoy feel that if he
were not from above, they could not rise; that if He were not outside the
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world, it could not bo moved as it is by Him, that if hoe were n man liko
ourselves ho never could bo such an inspiration and life to us.  Amid all the
smoke and dust of theologieal controversy there is a drawing nearver to the
Christof God.  Mis work is fult to bo the solo fonndation of humanity's hopes,
his cross the one sheltering placo for humnnity’s woes, his tomh the burial
place for humanity’s sing. I8 not this good reason for rejeicing ? - What if,
in the broadening process, some things hitherto thought fundamental aud
indispensable should bo given up beenuse found guestivnnble and perhaps
fallacious.  This must bo the ense since Christianity is a progressive system.
We are always in danger of supposing that wo have sounded all the depth of
its weaning. It is being perhaps wore understood than ever, but there iy
still much to exerciso the highest thought of Christian men.  The present iy
a sort of tennsition period in thought.  Like all such periods it is dangerous;
error may casily be reeeived.  On the whole, however, mon are clinging to
the truth, and we need not fear but that the truth will win its way so long ns
Christ is held as the eentre of trath.  We must not be alarmed then at somo
of the forms which Christian thought may take. Thoe whole chur¢h may
change even on doetrines at presont supposed to be woven into the warp aud
woof of religion.  Wo canunot yet seo the end of all the present agitation in
theology, but we have a hope that it will result in the formation of’ a basis of
belief which shall be sure, and at the same time more inclusive of all who
acknowledge the Headship and Divinity of our blessed Master, Christ.

RITUALISM.

Another great strugele is however to be anticipated before that can cowe,
and we thinkg that it is already at issue, viz. the strugglo between ceremoni-
alisn—which means law bondage,—aund spiritualism,—which means gaspel
freedom. Long has the battle been pending. The forces on each side have
been gathered. The weapons have been re-sharpened.  The swords gleam
and glitter in the sunshine. The guns aro levelled.  Many a shot lies scat-
tered on the field. Many a blow has been given and returned. Many an
onslaught has been made, but the decisive battle has yet to be fought. 1t is
not a struggle of Papistical and Puseyitical power on the one haud, aud P'ro-
testanism and Puritanism on the other. In every sect there is more or less of
the taint of ceremonialism, sacramentarianism and priestism. A puritan
person can be invested with sacramentavian sanctity, and many a priestly
heart beats bencath a puritan garb. The trail of the beast is over us all,
and if we have not his mark in our forcheads, we sometimes have it on our
backs. It is found where more is made of forms than of Christ, where
salvation is made a thing of works instead of faith, where men lord it over
God’s heritage, and ignore the equality of all true believers. It is found
where men think of God as confined to sacred places, instead of dwelling in
the human sou), where there is stress laid on the manipulation of symbols
instead of the manifestation of the Spirit, where the intercession of Christ is
supplanted by the intervention of the creature, where the voice of man takes
the place of the word of God. Is there none of this among us? Well
were it if we could answer fully, ¢ There is none.”” In proportion to its
presence 8o i3 our weakness. Our work is to spread spiritual religion. By
this we grow. Thus also are we responding to the cry of the world for the
“true bread of heaven.”” Souls are-hungering, Fed long enough on husks,
they turn faint and weary to seek bread in the Father’s house. Disappointed
in their trust in supposed friends, they haste to find the love which still flows
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from a Father's heart. Sacmmentmianism, whether fuund at the font or
altar of the Romnnist and Puseyite, in the basin or pool, o at the table of
the Protestant, sends the multitudes uneleansed and empty rway, spiritual
religion purifies with the blood, and satisfies with bread broken by Christ
himself, thousands of wretehed souls. Al thanks to Him who blesses thoso
contending for tho trmth ! ANl praise to Him if in the distant horizen wo
disecrn this sunnier streak.  Brethren wo are not prophets of gloom.  Wo
helieve that. the religions world is not. now pervaded with such coldness and
formality as ot one time ; there is more warmth and great intevest in tho
prospects of the Chureh. Men certainly do not shew their attachment to
religion by imprisoning, empaling and injuring those who differ Svom them,
but they shew its power by having more toleranes for divewsity of thought
and methad. 1t there is much indilference, sinful indulgence and question-
nble conduet on the part of sowe, there is also much earetislness as to charac-
ter, mindfulness in morality, and purity of practice on the part of others, I
some wen of scienco have spent their energies in trying to find flaws in the
Bible and defects in Christianity, others with equal intellectual power have
done their best to maintain ite trath.  The opposition religion now receives
is not at any rate so openly bitter as when Owen, Paine, Voluey or Voltaire,
wrote, sueered at, and traduced Christianity.
THE FUTURE.

Brethren, be not ye prophets of gloom, hut preachers of the religion which
is a power heeauso Christ is the centre thereof.  Let us watch even from our
towers to cateh any brighter indication of the coming day of truth, the clearer
shining of Him, the sum of truth. This is our work,  Seo bow the merehant
learns to wateh keenly the market that he may make the best sales or
purchases.  See how the wanufucturer watches the progress of civilisation
that he may find fresh outlets for his products.  See how the editor watches
the wovements of the preseut, that he may keep his constituents posted on
cvery importaut point,  Sce how the statesman studies the spirit of times
that he may legislute arvight.  Alag that any should ever vote so as to obtain
or retain a position on the side that is «in”’ ipstead of for that which wonld
be best for the genera]l good.  And the preacher, must not he wateh, that he
may know how to preach to the age in which he lives, to the souls hy whom
he is surrounded?  Woe to him if he neglects 1o do so, and merely flatters,
amuses, and imitates those who lulled with soft Iullaby the Laodicean Church
to perdition.  1le must watch the times that he may give right views of things,
have perfeet sympathy with those whose welfare he secks, know their dangers,
shares their joys, and speak to them in the language of everyday life.  What-
ever e conecive after paticnt and unprejudiced investigation to be injurious,
let him oppose with all energy.  Whatever is good in the age let him go with,

Mistakes we all have made.  Things that at one time we feared and endured,
we have learned afterwards to approve and support. The rain we onee
thought inevitable if certain opinions spread, never fell.  The things of
which we have been most in dread have sometimes been the very means of
advancing the best interests of religion. Let us watch lest we should in
future give hindrance instead of help.  And when in cur anxiety we peer
through the darkness to catch the form of those higher than we, and ery out
“ Watchman what of the night I’ let us not be discouraged because he tells
that ¢ the morning cometh and also the niyht.” It must alwaysbeso. Krror
will ereep in with truth, Satan will present himself among the sons of God.
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Dark clouds will linger hanging over the mountains until the sun of rightcous-
ness shail break forth and scatter the last remnant of falsity.

Brethren, we believe there is aglorious future for the church. Its mission
is not accomplished yet as some would have us suppose. We have faith in
Christ’s truth,  If it has effected so much in the past, it will do more in the
future. The principles Christ cast upon the surging waters of, this world’s
strifc are found again after many days. Weare finding them in the improved
aspeet of our times and of society, in the happier spirit of christians, in the
care for the untrained, in cfforts to provide for the indigent, alleviate suffering
and check disaster, in the religious tone of the press, in the improved cha-
racter of public worship, in the banishment of false emotionalism, in the evan-
gelistic agencices, in the diminution of denominational spirit, in the tendencies
towards union, in the broadening of thought, and spread of spiritual principles.
We shall find still more glorious results. Christ is in the world siill.  Iig
word and his church cannot die. All power is his. He made that claim and
the ages have verified it. The fature will do the same. Whercefore then
should we hang down our heads? Victory is on our side, ¢ perched on our
banners.”  The result of the battle is not doubtful. ¢ More than conquerors”
we must be at Jast ¢ through hime who hath loved us.””  We will then lift up
our heads, as ministers, as churches, as one part of the glorious army of God’s
cleet.  We will work and fight for Iim who sustains us in the conflict, and
crowns us when we fail.

If only when we return to our different spheres we can aet under this
impulse, our difficulties will scem more easy to overcome, because we shall beset
them without the paralysis despondency. During the time that we remain to
transact the business of the Union, and when we return to our various positions,
may a sense of the living presence of our Saviour be with us.  Brethren, I
thank you for your patient attention, and in closing my address L cannot do
better than use the closing words of a preacher I heard lately at Geneva,
 Brethren, the heart of God pulses with our hearts, and his spirit is with our
spirits, confide then in his love.”

The Home Depaviment,

“TORBID THEM NOT.”

“The Master has come over Jordan,”

Said Hannah, the mother, one day ;
“Ile is healing the people who tarong Ifim,

With a touch of Ilis finger, they say;
And now I shall carry the children,

Little Rachel, and Samuel, and John,
I shall carry the baby Esther,

T'or the Lord to look upon.”

The father looked at her kindly,
But he shook his head and smiled ;

¢ Now, who but a doting mother
Would think of a thing so wild ?

If the children were tortured by demons,
Or dying of fever, twere well ;

Or had they the taint of the leper,
Like many in Israel—"
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* Nay, do nat hinder e, Nathan,
I feel such a burden of care,
If I carry it to the Master
Perhaps I shall leave it there :
If he lay Ilis hands on the children,
My heart wiit be lighter, I know,
Tor a blessing, forever aud ever,
Will follow them as they go.”’

8o over the hills of Judah,—
Along by the vine-rows green,
With Esther asleep on her basum,
And Rachel her brothers between ;
Mong the people who hung on his teaching,
Or waited Ilis touch and His word,—
Througk the row of proud Pharisees Lastening,
She pressed to the feet of her Lord.

“ Now, why should’st thou hinder the Master,”
Said Peter, ““ with children like these ?
See’st not how, from morning till evening,
e teacheth, and healeth disease ? 7
Then Christ said, * Forbid not the children,
Permit them to come unto me!”
And e took in Ilis arms little Esther,
And Rachel He placed on 1lis knee.

And the heavy heart of the mother
Was lifted all earth-care above,

As He Iaid 1is hands on the brothers
And blest them with tenderest love:
As He said of the babes in His bosom,—

« Of such are the kingdom of heaven;”
And strength for all duty and trial
That hour to her spirit was given.

THE LILY OF ST. CPOIX.

In the South of France, buried among the mountains of the Auverane, Jay
little village of St. Croix. It was a beautiful spot, on the north bank of the
fair Garoune, near to its fountain-head ; and the inhabitants were a gentle,
kindiy people, uniting the careless, buoyant glee of the children of the South,
with much of the fortitude and steadfast courage of the sons of the mountains.
In this sceluded hawlet dwelt a carpenter, called Gérard Aurillac.  His wife
bad been lang dead, and he Jived with his only child, and her faithful nurse,
in a little cottage on the outskirts of the village, nearest to the mountains.

Mauy years before our stery opens, a minister of the uguenot faith had
found refuge from persecution among the hospitable inhabitants of St. Croix.
Faithfully and zealously he had preached the doctrines he held, and when
he departed, more than one among those simple people had exchanged the
errors of Rome for the faith of the suffering Huguenots.

Forcwost amony these was Gérard Aurillac and his wife ; and their little
girl received the rite of baptism from the hands of the good minister. At
the time of her mother’s death, little Adele had just completed her fourth
year. An old woman, who bad always lived in her mother’s family, and who,
during her illness, had taken charge of the little househeld, remained with
them, and gave, as far as she was able, a mother’s care to thelittle gixl. But
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it was her father who became her instructor, companion, and nurse.  She was
always at Lis side in the workshop; her meals were taken on his kuee; and
she slept nestled in his bosom.  During his walks she was seldom absent,
clinging to his haud, and when weary, seated on his shoulder, or carried in
his strong arms. I'rom his lips she fearned the simple [Tuguenot hymns,
with their wild sweet tunes, which she carolled forth in her fresh young voice
of exquisite melody. Often her father would join his deep tones to her silvery
notes, and the kindly villagers would say, as they paused to listen, ¢ 1t is
Gérard Aurillac and his little blind girl singing praises to God.”

Yes, little Adele was blind.  Not onee had she seen the blue sky and the
bright stars above her head, or the green grass, sprinkled with many-colored
flowers, beneath her feet.  Her beautiful blue eyes, with their long dark lashes,
had never seen her father’s face, or the tender, wistful, loving smile 1 always
wore for her.  She was very fair, with soft brown curls, and such a gentle
suile, and pure white brow, that she was known throughout the hamlet by
no other name than ¢ Lily of St. Croix.”

After her mother’s death, Gérard had, with much trouble, procured a large
and beautiful dog, which he trained to be his little duughter's constant com-
panion and protector.  She would hold fast to the chain attached to his neck,
and show him some article belonging to her father, when trusty Fidéle would
instantly lead her slowly and gently to him.

When Adele was about cight years of age, the persecution against the
ITuguenots was carried on with redoubled viclence. It soon became known
that the hamlet of St. Croix was devoted to the reformed taith; and that the
good curé having been himsell a Huguenot in seeret, was the reason of its
unusual freedom from persceution.  He was a good but weak old man, who
dared not confess his opinion openly ; and at his death, the people had con-
tinuved to weet for worship, which was conducted by Gérard Aurillac.  This
was soon discovered, and news brought to Gérard that they were secking his
life.

It was on a clear bright morning in June, that a man came up to the car-
penter’s little cottage, saying that a wealthy geutleman, who lived abont five
miles distant, had sent for him to exccute a picece of work, which would nat
take him more than a few hours. The messenger was known to Gérard u<a
workman in the gentleman’s employment, so he at once prepared to accom-
pany him. Telling his litde girl that he would be back before sunset, be
bade her a fund good-bye, and swinging his tools on his shoulders, sct forth
at a rapid pace.

Sunset came and passed, and still Gérard did pot return.  Litile Adcle
looked in vain for his coming, and strained her ecar to catch his well-knowa
fuotsteps ; she was obliged at length to eat her supper and go to bed without
him. It was the first time he had ever been absent at night, and her little
heart felt desolate and lonely.  She would not consent to share old Jacintha's
couch, but crept to her accustomed place, saying, ¢ he will come before
morning, I know he will come before morning.”

It was long cre she slept, and when she awoke the sun was alrendy up.
She rose and called for Jacintha; but the old woman, thinking her sleep too
sound to he speedily broken, had run over to a neighbor’s to inquire if any-
thing had been heard of Gérard ; for she knew he would not voluntarily have
stayed for a night from his child. Tinding terself alone, Adele called her
dog, and filled with anxicty for her father, showed I'idele a coat belonzing to
him, bidding the sagacious animal to seck him. Instantly he set forth, and
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Adele with him.  The fresh, dewy morning, the cool flower-seented zir, and
the songs of the birds, all combined to make the little girl feel relieved of
of halt her fears ; and she ran gaily on, talking to her dumb companion of
her father's delight when he should see them coming to meet him, and then
burst forth into a song of joy, like a bird set free.
ADELE'S HYMN.
¢“In the Lord, I'll place my trust,
Knowing that his power must
Win the victory;

For His arm is strong to save;

e hath trinmphed o'er the grave ;

Death shall no more dominion have:

Christ hath set us fice.
Free! Free! We are for ever free !

Welcome woes for Christ’s dear name:
Welcome ruffering, welcome shanie,
If for Him they come.
Welcome dungecus, dark and drear !
Death itself can bring no fear,
If the risen Christ is near,
And will take us home !
Tome! Ilome! For evermore at home.

T'or some time they procceded along the high road : but at length the dog
tarned off into what Adele could fecl to be a woodland path.  Along this they
Lurried for a considerable distance, when the path began to descend rapidly.
Adcle now recognized it as a small but very deep glen. which, from its extreme
seclusion, was often chosen by the Yuguenots, as the place of their secret
mcetings for worship.  Soon she heard voiees, and in another mowment the
welcome tones of her father reached her ear.  She urced her dog forward,
and bursting through the uaderbrush she cried, ¢ Father! father! T have
found you at Jast.”

« Adele! oh, merciful Father, my child! my child I”” came in tones of
agony from Gérard’s lips; but Adele scarcely heard, for ber trusty cuide hiad
led her close to her father’s side, and her arms were around his neck, her face
hidden on his breast. But it was in no peaceful congregation that Adele had
found her father. He was kneeling, with his arms secured behind bim, at the
foot of a giant tree, and opposite stood a file of soldiers, with their weapons
levelled full upon him. Two priests were the only other persons present.
On the morning before, Gérard had been captured by the soldiers, who were
Iying in wait for him near to the glen. The messenger, being a strict Cath-
olic, had been easily induced by the priests to betray the poor carpenter into
their hands; and his work was done effectually. Gérard was hurried to a
house in the neighbourhood, where, after being esamined by the priest, and
proving firm in bis refusal to give up his faith, he was condemned to be shot
the next day, on the very spot where he had so often led in the worship of
God. His body was to be left where it fell, as a warning to the rest of the
villagers. At the moment that Adele appeared, the poor martyr was making
his last prayer to God for his blind and helpless child, so soon to be an orphan.
“ My darling ! my darling !”” he eried, ¢ my poor helpless little one!” and
his tears and kisses covered her fuir, innocent face.

“Papa, why do you not put your arms around me? Why do you kneel
here so strangely 77 questioned the child, a vague terror stealing over her.
 Are you not praying with the congregation, papa ?
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Before Gérard could auswer, one of the priests approached and tried to
lead her away, saying, harshly, “ Your father is a heretic, girl ; and he has
taught you his wicked belicf, I see. No, this is no congregation, but an
execution. Do you understand, or must I tell you more plainly? Your
father is to be shot, and unless you come away, a bullet will find you too.
Come away, I say.”

But she clung more closely to him, sobbing, “ Are they goidg to kill you,
my papa ? oh, let me dic with you ! Do not leave me; I have no one bus

ou—no one but you.”

¢« My darling! my darling! you have Jesus!” cried the almost distracted
man; ‘“Oh, God, have mercy on my poor, poor child !’

Suddenly, with a quick motion which Gérard saw not, the priest, who had
not yet spoken, gave the signal for which alone the soldiers waited ;- and the
ten carbines were fired simultaneously. With one last ery of « Oh, God!
my child,” Gérard fell on his side, his little daughter still clinging to him.
The soldiers rushed forward, and found them both dead, pierced by the bullets,
some of which had passed through both. Owing to Adcle lying on his hreast,
the wounds in Gérard’s body would not have been fatal, had not one of the
soldiers, more merciful than his fellows, ruised his weapon and seut the auner-
ring bullett through the poor man’s temple, causing a death as instauntancous
as had been that of his child.  And there the villagers found them, even as
they fell; the strong, brave man, and, on his breast, the gentle, helpless child,
no longer blind. With care and skill they carved the simple cross which
marks the spot. Above, a crown, with this inscription around it :

< Here lies Gérard Aurillae, the martyr ; a faithful follower of Jesus Christ,
and a member of the Huguenot church.”

Below, a broken lily, with the additional words:

¢ And his blind daughter, who suffered with him, dying on his breast—
Adele, the gentle Lily of St. Croix.”

HELPING CHILDREN TELL LIES.

There are few children who will not tell lies—the testimony of their parents
to the contrary notwithstanding. But, of two facts I am rcasonably sure.
TFirst, that children’s falsehoods are often as much the parents’ faults as their
own ; and, secondly, children do not lie as much as grown up people do.

Lies are instruments of attack or of defence, and so may be classed as offen-
sive or defensive. Children’s lies are almost always defensive, and fur the
most part are employed in defending themselves against parents, nurses, clder
brothers and sisters, and school-masters, in multitudes of iustances mere
attewpts to hide themselves from sharp censure or sharper whipping.

Take a case from life. Master Harry is sent to mill ome day in winter,
but with striet injunctions not to stop and skate. But the pond was so inviting,
the boys there were so mwerry, they so persuasively coaxed him that it was
not in his social little heart to refuse. Of course he skates longer than ie
intended. On reaching home he is questioned : ¢ Why have you been so
long, Harry 7’

¢ Qh—the grist was not ground, and I had to wait.” ¢Did you go on to
the pond?’ ¢ No sir, I dido’t.’

1lcre is a pretty tauvgle of lies! The old gentleman runs his hand into the
bag and finds the meal stone cold. e rides over to the mill to inquire about
watters, and finds the grist had been ground the day before; he rides hom



HOME DECARTMENT. 193

and ealls up the urchin, who kuew that a @rist now was to be ground that
would be hot enough ! Ilere was disobedience, first then a lie; and next,
upon cross-questioning, a sccond lie, explanatory and defensory of the first.
Of course punishment was carned and deserved  But the hoy did not lie
because he liked to, or beeause he was indifferent to the truth.  lle was sub-
orned by fear. Ile shrank from punishment, ard wied to hide behind a lie.
The refuge proved treacherous as it ought to have done.

But, now, is there no lesson to parents in this thing 7 Shall they hastily
place their chiliren between such unequal motives as conscience und four?
The lower instincts, in children, arve relatively fur stronger than woral centi-
ment.  Conscience is weak and uwpracticed, while fear is powerful, and at
times literally irresistible.

The fear of pain, the fear of shame, the fear of ridicule, drive children into
falschoods. Those who govern them wmight, at least, remember how it wasin
their own cases, and so manage as to help conscienee against fear, rather than
by threats,and sternness make the temptation irresistible.

Children ave very delicate iustruments.  Their minds are undeveloped,
ungoverned, and acutely sensitive.—men play upon them as if they were
tough as drums, and Jike drums, made for beating.  They are to be helped
more than blamed. Oune in sympathy with their little souls will Jend them
along safely amid temptations to falsehood, where a rude and impetuons nature
will plunge them headlong iuto wrong. .

The one element of real manhood above all others istruth. A child should
not be left to learn how to be true, how to resist temptations, how to give
judgment in favor of right and virtue.—1lercis the place where help is needed
—paticnee, sympathy, counsel, encouragement.—171 V. Beecher.

TRUST IN JESUS.

A doctor who was once visiting a Christian patient, had himself been
ansious to feel that he was at peace with God—the spirit of God had con-
vinced him of sin and need, and he longed to possess ¢ that peace which the
world cannot give.””  On this oceasion, addressing himself to the sick one,
he said : [ want you jast to tell me what it is, this believing and getting hap-
piness—faith in Jesus 2nd all that sort of thing that brings peace.” 1lis
patient replied: ¢ Doctor, I have felt that 1 could do nothing, and I have
put wy case in your hand—T am trusting in you. This is exactly what every
puor sinner must do in the Lord Jesus”  T'his reply greatly awakened the
doctor's surprise, and a new light broke in on his soul. *Is that all?” he ex-
cliimed. “simply trusting in the Lord Jesus? 1 see it as I never aid before.
tie has done the work.” ~ Yes, Jesus said on the eross, ¢ It is finished,” and
*whasoever believeth in 1im shail not perish, but have everlasting life " —
From that sick bed the doctor went a happy man—rejoicing that his sins
were washed away in the blood of the Lamb.

TIE TOWN-CLERK OF EPHESUS.

Cotton Mather often used to say there was a gentlemman meutioned in Acts
six, to whom he was indebted for some of the best advice he ever received.
This person was the town-clerk of Xphesus, whose counsel was to DO NOTHING
RASHLY.

So when any matter of consequence came before Mather for decision, he
was accustomed to say, ¢ Let us first consult the town-clerk of Ephesus.
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Iow much trouble and sorrow would be avoided if more people were to
consult this gentleman ; how many more things would be done right the first
time, and not have to be done over azain; how much more of joy, and safety,
and rest, in the assurance that we deliberated well. weighed conscauences,
waited the leadings of the Lord, and followed the apenings of His providence,

The hardest lesson of many a life is that of waiting. 1t is easy enough
hurry when all the world is hurrying, to make quick resolves, and rash
promises ; but to pause while the swift current is sweeping by, to think, and
wait, and pray, and list>n for the low counsel of that guiding Spirit which
whispers to every Christian heart, ¢ ITe that believeth siiall not malke haste’—
is no easy task.

Some people are for ever inclined to run before they are sent.  And if the
Lord left them to themselves, they would soon finish their course in utter
ruin. But in mercy He restrains our ways. He shuts us up, and hedges us
about and entangles our feet till we are compelled to stop, and like prisoncd
birds that flutter and beat against their cage-bars till in weariness they fall
down and submit, we at length learn to be quict, and know moderation, and
be slow in speech, calm in thought, and temperate in action. Iow many
a heart can say with Rosetti :—

«I would have gone, God bade me stay ;
I would have worked, He bade me rest:
He broke my will from day to day;
He read my yearniugs unexpressed
Aud said them nay.’

—The Christian.

Aatevary Hotices.,

WE noticed lately the appearance of a work by the Rev. J. G. Miall; on
¢ Congregattonalism in Yorkshire”” We are glad to see that a companion
volume, on ‘“ Lancashire Nonconformity,” is now announced, written by Dr.
Halley, who has had it long under his hand. Tt will embrace the religious
history of Lancashire before the Reformation ; the establishment of the Pro-
testaut Church in the county; the growth of Puritanism; the temporary
establishment of Presbyterianism ; the comprehension of the Commonwealth
epoch ; the ejection of non-conforming ministers ; the founding of non-con-
forming churches, and their condition in the last century; with the rise of
Methodism and the growth of modern Congregational Churches. A tewptine
bill of fare this; to be served up, too, by an able man. The volume will
have a far more than local interest ; and we in Canada should all the more—
because of our remoteness from ihie times and scenes and effects of the eveuts
narrated—make ourselves acquainted with them.

Lcce Deus is now published with the writer’s name—Rev. Joseph Parker.
D.D., minister of Cavendish (Congregational) Chapel, Manchester. The
work has been ascribed to him for some time. But no new light secms to be
thrown on the authorship of Ecce Zlomo.

To those who can afford to spend two guineas upon such a book, the
Memoirs of Baron Bunsen, prepared by his widow, and lately published by
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Longmans, will afford a rare intellectual feast. Bunsen was a man of truly
German prodigiousness of learning. During his long residence in Kngland as
Prassian ambassador, he came to understand the country more tharoughly
than most of its natives could do. Tle greatly appreciated and admired the
epecial characteristics of Maglish life.” Althongh therc was much of the
rationalistic element in his head, his heart scems to have been filled with a
fervent love to the Saviour.  Altogether, he was a very noble character; and
every one that knew him loved him.  The present memoir is compared to
that of Arnold, by Stanley, and higher praise cannot be given,

Messrs. J. B. Ford & Co., of New York, have just undertaken a work
which it now seems strange that no one else has undertaken before, namely,
the separate publication of the sermons of Rev. Henry Ward Beecher, week
by week, as they are delivered, in the same manuer as those of Mr. Spurgcon
are issued in the Metropulitan Tabernacle Pulpit.  The New York publica-
tion has a corresponding title, the Z7ymouth Pulpit. 1t is much more hand-
somely got up, typographically, than its English prototype; and it is more
expensive—S$2.50 per annum. Fach weekly number contains one sermon,
with the prayer before sermon, and consists of about 15 pp., octavo. It is, of
course, intended that the successive numbers be bound into a volume at the
end of the year. [Iaving said this, have we not said all there is to say, for
who ean describe Beecher's sermons ? as well try to put a sun-set into words.
Thoroughly original and uncouventional are they all; teeming with grand
thoughis, irradiated with beautiful imagery, studded with quaint, familiar
and (not seldom) comical illustrations, outspoken and fearless to the point
sometimes of egotism, in style most masterly and various, and throbbing every-
where with the overflowing fullness of a great heart.  Ah! but you wust
read them to Frcw what they are, and then you must hear them to get all
that is in them. Tor, well says Rev. A. J. Morris, in the English Indepen-
dent, you eannot print a sermon, for you cannot print the preacher, and he is
the areater part of his sermon.

The same publishers will issue the Life of Jesus, the Christ, which Mr.
Beecher is now preparing. It will appear in two styles,—an octavo volume
of 800 pages, with four maps and two engravings; and one in Royal octavo,
with numerous eungravings from original drawings taken in the lloly Land
for the purpose. The price of the work, and the date of publication, are not
yet given.

Wnar poEs “Seran” MEaN ?7—Everybody has asked that question.
The Billiotheca Sacra says :

The translators of the Bible have left the word Selah, which oecurs so often
in the Psalms, as they found it, and of course the English reader often asks
his minister or some learned friend what it means. Awnd the minister
or learned friend has most often been obliged to confess ignorance, be-
cause it is a matter in regard to which the most learned have by no
means been of one mind. The Targums, and most of the Jewish com-
mentators, give to the word the meaning of eternally, forever. Kimehi re-
gards it a sign to elevate the voice. The authors of the Septuagint translation
appear to have regarded it as a musical or rythmical note. Herder regards
itas indieating a change of tone; Matheson as a musical note, equivalent,



106 BRITISH AND FOREIGN RECOID,

perhaps, to the word repeat.  According to Luther and others, it means
sdence!  Gesenius explaing it to mean,  Let the instruments play, and the
singers stop.”  Wocher regards it as equivalent to swrwwm cordu—up my
soul ! Summor, after examining all the seventy-four passages in which the
word oceurs, recognizes in every case “an actual appeal or summons to
Jehovah.”  They are calls for aid and prayers o he heard, expressed cither
with entire divectness, or if not in the imperative = IHear, Jeho eah 17006 Awake,
Jehovah I” and the like, still carnest addresses to God, that He woull remem-
ber and hear, ete.

Teunyson, Longfellow and Robert Browning, are each said to be about to
issue a new poem of considerable length. A new poct has arisen in England,
William Morris, who is a dealer in stained glass, and lives over his'shop, but
has devoted his leisure to verse, which is cowpared with Milton’s.

A singular, but very successful literary enterprise of the day is the re-issue
in England, and the re-publication in Awerier, of the LParockiel and Plain
Sermans preached by Dr. John Henry Newman, while still at Oxford as an
Euglish rector. Ivery one acknowledges the perfection of their style, so
pure and classical, models of English writing, yet—or, aud therefore—so simple
and purc that any one can understaud them. The sermons are, of course,
very “churchly,” but a glowing Christian heart may be felt in them ; and
such a heart, every wide-souled man feels, beais in John Henry Newman's
breast to-dny, Rowmunist pervert though he be.

Wntish and Fovage Beeord.

Britisit Marr1acE Laws—A Royal Commission, recently appointed to
investigate the state of the laws pertaining to the celebration of marriage in
England, Seotland and Treland, to render thew uniform—{or they were widely
different—and to introduce any needful amendments, has receutly made its
report.  The Comuissioners propose to abolish the distinetions heretofore
existing in England between marriages in church and chapel; to discontinne
the publication of baumns; to have a uniform license for all cases; and to
permit every recognized minister, of whatever denomination, to perform and
record marriages. The only particular in which this would differ from the
state of matters here s, that in England the building in which a warriage is
celebrated must be licensed for the purpose, whereas our law takes no account
of the building, but permits the ceremony to take place anywhere. Iifteen
days’ notice is to be required before a license can issue. In Scotland, the
marriages known as “ Scotch marriages,” 7. e., without any religious scrvice,
by mevre consent and eohabitation, they recommend to be made illegal. In
Ireland, “mixed marriages’ between Catholics and Protestants are to he
legalized. Of course all these recommendations need to be cwbodied in a
statute before coming into practical operation.

Dean Alford, in the Contemporary Review, writes on ¢ the Church of the,
Future,” in a strain that has hitherto been very unusual for an Episcopal
clergyman. He contemplates without dismay— with cheerfulness even-—the
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separation of the Church of Tngland from the State, as not endangering its
orthodoxy, setting it free for work, but little affecting its statas, and better
developing its liberality.  He is in the advanee guard, but many will see this
ere twenty years have passed. ’

Avother Revolution in Spain, almost blovdless, and all Kurope quietly
looking on!  Verily, the times have changed. The political issue it is very
hard to foreeast ; but in the meantime the Provisional Junta have done some
good things in the direction of liberty, which, once done, any reactionary sue-
cessors they may have will find it hard to undo. Religions liberty is pro-
claimed ; a Protestant Church is already authorized to be built at Seville;
and the Jesuits are suppressed ! The latter act is a daring one; amply pro-
voked, we doubt not, by those insidious propagators of despotiswe in Church
and State, but ensuring for the new order of things a more envenomed hosti-
lity. We wish the government every suceess in its courageous endeavour to
emancipate the nation from the tyranny of the throne and the altar.  Their
throwing down the gauntlet thus openly may be one of those strokes of genius
whose very audacity sometimes ensures suecess.  But the great ditficulty in
the way of constitutional freedom in every Roman Catholic country is the in-
fluence of the habit of blind submissivn to the Church, in eradicating all
wanly indepeudence from the vational mind and habits.  Qur own Provinee
of Quebee, though nowinally free and sclf-governed, is under priestly rule,
almost s utterly as if that rule was not exercised through the forus of the
British constitution.

Dean Milman is dead ; but will long be remembered for his services as one
of the best English historians of Christianity. Learned, cloquent and can-
did, be cnviched his works with afluent knowledge, and adorned them with
the graces of style. e had, however, we regret to add, 2 vationalistic lean-
ine, which marred his otherwise valuable produetions.  In his Jlistory of the
Jews he explained away as much as possible the wiraculous features of the
Bible varrative. e was recently a subscriber to the Colensy Defence and
Testimonial Fund.

Among the many signs of progress in the rank—so to speaki—of Dissenters
in Bngland, is the recent multiplication of non-conformist grammar schools,
intended to do for their sons what the Grammar Schools do for those of
churehmen, in fitting them for the Universities, and exercising all the influ-
enee upan them of first-class public schools. It is a necessity, we suppose,
that our brethren should establish these separate institutions, inasmuch as
the older endowed schools are monopolized by the State church; but we
deeply lament the neeessity, and hope to sce the day when a system of truly
uational education will prevail for “all ranks and couditions of meun.”

In the autumn of every year, political news being scaree, the English news-
papers fall to dizeussing social topics, and open their columns to correspon-
dents, who rush in by hundreds to air their notions on whatever subject hap-
pens to interest the public. The London Zelograph has lately contained
lenathy communications on the subjeet of Dissenting Ministers’ salaries,
which ardoften so shamefully low. Althengh it bas thereby laid a finger
upon one of the weak and sore spots in the working of our system, let the
light come; s)me good always comes of that.  In England, through the case
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with which little churches can be multiplied, almost at will, there are a host
of Zoars and Bethels and Bethesdas, ministered to by small men at small pay.
Something has been done in grouping these into a species of circuits around
some central or mother church., A Sustentation IFund is proposed, whereby
the strong might help the weak; but we are confident that that would’nt
work. In the Free Church of Scotland it works well ; but the, genesis of that
Church took place under circumstances so peeuliar as to call for aund justify
extraordinary measures. The plan could not be transplanted to Canada.
American Presbyterianistn knows nothing of it. It would require, as a pri-
mary condition of success, a centralization of ecclesiastical authority, in respeet
to the formation and government of the churches, which linglish Indepen-
dents would not brook.

English Wesleyan Methodism is being forced by the progress of events to
define its position more clearly than aforetime in relation to the Fstablish-
ment, on the one hand, and to Dissent on the other. Iitherto it has been
in “ a state of betweenity,” closcly allied with uveither, but having points of
affinity and contact with both. Historically it grew out of, yet aradually
away from, the Church as by law established. It never adopted the Volun.
tary Principle; nor joined in the several politico-ecclesiastical agitations in
which our co-religionists have taken so large a share. Thereby it has missed
some grand opportunities for hastening the establishment of entire religious
equality in the fatherland. The old Mother Church, long so cold and distant
toward this wayward daughter, is beginning to invite her to the parental man-
sion, now that the younger lady has secured a competency by her own un.
aided exertions ; but the latter, baving enjoyed the sweets of liberty and in-
dependence, seems to answer, ¢ Thauk you for all your kind words, though
they come so late; but I think I will live in the house that I have built and
that suits me so well; I will visit you with pleasure; but there are some
goings-on in the old family seat that would make it impossible for me to feel
at home there.”” Yet in the great controversy of the hour—the Irish Church
question—although the Wesleyans in Ireland speak out at least against en-
dowing Popery, the English Conference scems blind, and deaf and dumb.
The inevitable tendeney of the times, however, is forcing the body over to the
nonconformist camp.

The “more Economical Management of Religious Societies” was onc of the
topies recently discussed at the Church Congress in Dublin,—not before it
was time. 'The Religious Tract Society has been overhauled by the Times
on this question, but seems quite able to vindicate itself.

The said Church Congress seems to have been a successful meeting. It
was, as usual, a species of debating club, all sorts of opinions being expressed,
but no action being called for. In this very free utterance, however, there is
great value. Opinions ultimately rule the world; and your ostentationsly
“ practical” man does not know how much he owes to the «“thinkers” and
‘“talkers” he affects to despise.

Poritics.—Mr., Spurgeon recently rebuked certain of his followers who declined
to interfere in politics, on the ground that they  were not of the world.” This,
he argued, was mere metaphor. ‘ You might as well,”” he said, * being sheep
of the Lerd, decline to eat 2 mutton chop, on the plea that it would be cannibalism.’
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Correspondence,

REPLY TO TIIE REVS. T. PULLAR, AND W. II. ALLWORTIL

Dear Brorues,—I should scarcely care to trouble you or your readers with
more of what you have pronounced “altogether distasteful,” were it not that
statements in relation to myself were published in your last issue, which are
calealated to convey false and mischievuus impressions, if allowed by me to go
unexplained.

Mr. Pullar’s long letter *makes answer quite beside the mark.” Scarcely any
of it is relevant to the real questions at issue, which are these two, ““Is a Calvinistic
creed essential to membership in the Congregational Union of Canada?” and
*Is it wise and well to appoint Mr. Pullar to a representatise position ?2”

What Mr. Pullar puts forth as the history of my theological opinisns, is little
better than a tangled web of misrepresentation, and to straighten it thoroughly,
would require as many pages of your space as he has taken, a tax on you and
your readers whick I am quite as reluetant to infliet, as you ean possibly be to
endure. Without, therefore, attemrpting to follow out every erooked statement,
I shall content myself with a gencral reply. Thercis just enough of trath in
Mr. Pullwr’s account of my doctiinal experiences to furnish him a handle, that is
all.  Hlis story is mostly a fiction, but ** founded on fact.” It is highly imperti-
nent in him, to say the least of it, to presunie to correct my autobiography. < Ilad
drifted,” is an utter misrepresentation. Sv also is *“making preparation,” &e.
Such statements no man is qualified to make for another. I am best able to
testify on those points, and 1 will not brook either correction or contradiction
from Mr. Pullar or anyone else. I have no reason to be ashamed of my opinions
if they be fairly stated. I have never stereotyped my doctrinal views and never
intend to. They are always open to reinvestigation, and reconsideration. Some
years since, from causes I need not particularize, I became considerably unsettled
in regard to the doctrine of election, and passed through a trying ordeal of anxious
reading and thinking. Mr. Bullar is pleased to be facetious about an “awful
tempest,” * nearly wrecked, &e. These are his phrases, not mine, aad his style
of using them shows how little he can sympathize with a mental contlict that
issues in adherence to a doctrinal system opposed te his own.  tad Calvinistic
dificulties been the cause of anxiety, he would no doubt have felt differently, and
been ready to denounce the stern old theology which he told us at the Union
meeting had occasioned him so much distress in his earlier years. 'Through
what he is plensed to call derisively “the awful tempest” one anchor held, viz.
the perscreraace of the suints, as he has good reason to know, for in our discussions
he was never able to move it. Mr. Pullar says, “I never knew exactly how he
escaped the breakers, but I rather think bis deliverance was gradual.,” It may
possibly interest him and others to know that I “ escaped” by means of prayer,
rtudy uf the Seriptures, and next to perusal of the Buok of books, that of Prineipal
Cunningham’s masterly essays on Calviaism and Arminianism. When I “landed”
it was, indeed, on * hapoy shores,” not, however of a New-found-land,” but of
“my ain countree,” for I simply veturned to the doctrinal position I had formerly
held. “A Calvinist not more than three year’s old’’ is, therefore, about as
correet in its application to me as most of the other descriptive and historical
portions of Mre. Pullar’s letter.

8o far as this has any relation to the matters in hand, it shows that everybody
is not so sare as Mr. Pullar, that Aemininns have an unquestionable right to
membership in the Congregational Union. Despite Mr. Pullar’s impertinent
correction of my own aceount of myself, I reiterate the declaration, that my
greatest trial during the period that 1 felt myself * drifting”” was the inevitable-
ness of my withdrawal from the Union, unless it made some explicit declaration as
to fellowshipping Arminianism. That I wanted a pretest to withdraw, or desired
to be put into the position “*of a brother compelled to secede ”” is utterly untrue.
Equally so is the statement that I was enraptured at the prospect of Mr. Pullar’s
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preaching an Arminian sermon hefore the Union. On the contrary, I tried to
dissuade him from doing so unwise a thing, telling him, what the event proved,
that it would not bring the question whether Arminians are entitled to a place in
the Union to any issue. I was, indeed, pleased at the idea of this question being
tested. I have long desired this, and expressed my desire publicly, in the nddress
from the chair to which Mr. Allworth niludes, delivered as far back as 1856, In
that connection Mr. Allworth says, that *for some years there, has been an
attempt on the part of some to prove that the Congregational Union of Canada
expected its members to be of a certain type of Calvinists.” If this is meant to
apply to me it is quite incorrect. My position has been and is, that as things
have been and now are, it is tacitly expected in members, not that they be *of a
certain type of Calrinists, but that they be Calvinists of some type. I have been
prepared tor a definite avowal that membership in the Union is free to Evangelical
Arminians, in the belief that whatever may be abstractly the true and best ground,
no other accords with the genius of Congregationalism. But, Messrs. Pullar and
Allworth to the contrary notwithstanding, 1 do not hesitate to affirm, tha: so far
there is nothing in the Constitution, Declaration of Faith, history, or proceeding
of either the British or Canadian Union, to warrant the confident tone now being
assumed as to Cungregationalism having *“no doctrinal character as between
Calvinism and Arminianism.” The thing has never been definitely tested or
settled. And I hold that in view of the traditions, published utterances, and
well known doctrinal history of these bodies, no pronounced Arminian who has
a moderate amount of self-respect can cling to membership, until an *“ act to quiet
titles”” has been passed in his favour. In so saying I utter my hongst conviction,
and my language is not to be construed into the expression of a desire for the
withdrawal or exclusion of Arminian brethren, for as I have stated, I am quite
prepared to have their membership declared legitimate. Buat [ maintain that no
such declaration has ever yet been made, At present, Arminian members are
not even in the position Mr. Pullar so indignantly spurned, viz, that of “ticket
of leave’” men, for no such tickets have ever yet been issued. They ure not even
tolerated, for toleration implies distinct avowal on the one side, and pledged
forbearance on the other, in reference to the diversities of opinion tolerated. It
is perfectly true that “ Calvinism is not the term of communion in any Congrega-
tional church in England.” Noris it in any Presbyterian church in Christendom.
Neither i3 Aminianism a term of communion in any Methodist or Evangelleal
Union Church. Bat this is not what is under discussion. The question is not
that of membership in a Christian church, which, it is acknowledged on all
hands, should be as wide as Christianity itself, but it is that of ministerial
membership in a body not instituted by Christ, but formed by voluntary associa-
tion, and therefore at liberty to make its own terms of membership.

I wish it to be distinctly understood that in characterizing statements of Mr.
Pullar’s as ‘“ misrepresentations,” * fictions,” and  untrue,” I by no means
accuse him of wilful falsification.  Ilis mind is like a class of firearms that are
twisted in the barrel, 8o that whatever goes through them rececives a twist. Mr.
Pallar is not merely an Arminian ; Arorinianism is a monomania with him.
He talks of my ‘riding a hobby,”—why his hobby bas run away with him,
Ilis theological reading is almost exclusively on the five points. At every minis-
terial gathering he discusses his one theme ad nauscam, and is incessantly
carrying on a sapping and mining process in any quarter where there is the
least prospect of success in so doing, It is, therefore, not strange that in regard
to not a few of his statements about me “ the wish is father to the thought.”

Mr. Pullar gives one of his peculiar twists to my remark that my position is
* well defined.” Ordinary readers would have no difficulty in perceiving that I
referred to my position in regard to the membership of Arminians in the Union,
but it did not suit his purpose to understand it in that obvious light.

Perhaps the most irrelevant thing in Mr. Pullar’s letter is the allusion to my
review of the Rev, T. S. Ellerby, and how it serves his purpose in the remotest
way, except as a spleen-valve, it is difficult to see. This is not the place to
discuss that matter ; suffice it to say that there never was a ‘* compelled apology,”
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oran * apology” of any kind ; and that my procedure did not receive ““the con-
demnation of ali honourable men.”

Another word in reference to Mr. Allwortl’s letter. It amazes me that a man
of his intelligence can write of the contraversy between Calvinists and Arminians
ns “ obsolete,” or engaging in it as * acting over again the follics of by-gone
days.”  'The fact is that scarcely a theolugical question can be named which
excites more present interest, stirs more brains, or moves more pens, than this,
and &0 far from the controversies of the past being * follies,” they were the
conscientinu§ toils and conflicts hy which our holy forefathers won for us our
heritage of liberty and trath, There is an unseemly air of contempt and flip-
pancy about some of Mr. Allworth’s remarks.  “ Contracted esuviz of past
ages;” * the mud of past ages;” the ¢ ghost of the Calvinistic conroversy 3
*““men who have slid behind the times ;* &e., are surely very undecoming and
unhappy expressions, to say the least of them. Indeed the entire tone of Mr.
Allworth’s letier pives pretty clear evidence that, as he stated at the Univn, he
doesn’t know which side of the line he is on, and cannot tell where the line is.
I suspect that M., Pullar has laboured with him, uatil he has come into a state
of theological bambnozlement.

In conclusion, I would again disclaim bigotry, narrowness, and unkind
personal feeling, It is not true that I ¢ aspire to he the champion of Calvinistic
orthodoxy,” or desire to have any particular *dictum” of mine oheyed. My
Calvinism is of the most mild and moederate type, but it is decided enough to
hold that the work of grace in the buman soulis of Divine origin and Divine
maintenance, as well as to rgject. if I may coin a word, the manntzhness of the
appusite system.  And Iwould.say to brethren who treat this whole matter
Jjauntily, us if there were very little in it, that it is the ensiest thing imaginable
to run into laxiry and latitadinarianism, and that liberty becomes a mockery and
a snare unless it be defined by limits, and protected hy walls and bulwarks.

I am, dear brother, yours very truly,
Guelph, Oect. 20, 1868. Wau. F. Cragke.

Canada Congregational Missionary Society.—Very soon according to
use and wont the Churches of the Dominion will begin their collectinns for our
Misvionary Society. That they may act intelligently and adjust their contribu-
tions to the actunl necessities of the case; it may be well to state its porition.
The Colonial Missionary Society has granted £500 sterling, upwards of £060 of
which is already expended.  Our appropriations in June were $1200 in excess of
thhse made the previous year. 'The treasury after the July payments, was wholly
exhansted.  If we are to keep faith with those to whom we have promised help,
vur income {rom the Dominion must be 333 per cent. or one third greater than
last year.

The halance of the £300 will not pay the January quarter; heunce it is of
‘mportance that remittances should reach the Treasurer as early in the year as
is practicable, in order that be may promptly repay what he may have to horrow.

The yea’s avcounts ave o be closed not luter than April 150 1869, Will all
concerned kindly take note of this ?

Might not the ocension of the visit of & deputatic n to hold missivnary meetings
be muost usefully applied to alittle kind inguiry and suggestion as to the finances
of the churches? DPerhaps this is done. No authority is implied, but simply =
fraternal interest in the welfare of the Congregations, There is much lost in
many places fur want of system in giving and collecting. May all the missionary
meetings this seasvn be of a high order, and greatly blessed by the Head of the
Chureh !

IHexey WILKES,

Montreal Oct. 9th, 18068. General Secretary-Treasurer.

LA little attention to the dircetions given about the lists of Snbscribers, would greatly lessen Iabour
in preparing for the press.  Let them be written only on une side the sheet, and let no name appear for

a contribution of less than 50 cents, Smaller sums, of cvurse gratefully received, to be.given in one
amount.—1 W.}
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Dear Eprtor.—While we were in Mamilton in June, I took aceasion to distrib-
ute a number of copies of o Prospectus issued by the Rev. d. S. Wardlaw M. A.
regarding the republication, in a'different and much cheaper form, of his father’s
Theologieal Lectures, The views and discussions of the late Dr. Wardlaw on
theological questions must be of permanent interest. Unfortunately I did not
retein a copy, or I might ask you to insert some particulars given in the prospectus,
My purpose in asking the insertion of this note is to say that I shill be happy to
be the medium of communication in respect of any copies wanted, and so will
Mr. B, E. Grafion, Bookseller & Pablisher, Montreal.

Yours truly, Hexry Winkes.

Montreal Oct. 10th 1868.

OPENING OF THE COLLEGE.

My Dzan Sir—According to announcement in your last, the present Session
was opened on the Iith with a public service, at which the Rev. E. Ebbs, of
Ottawa, in answer to the invitation of the Board, kindly delivered the Address to
the stadents. This was listened to with great attention and interest, not only by
those for whom it was especially prepared, but also by & large congregation ; and
so highly did the Board think of it that they have requested it for publieation, in
the hope that it may benefit others also. I have, therefore, to ask you to insert
it in your next number, if you can possibly spare the space.

The rumber of students in attendance is ten.

The Treasurer reports that furids are but slowly.coming in. As heavy drafts
have now to be made every month onr our exchequer, it is important that our
friends ehould do their best to keep it well supplied. The Chureh at Ottawa bas
sent $18.00; a noble beginning under its new pastorate. If all the churches
gave at the same rate we should bave a respectable surplus at the cnd of the
year.

I remain,

Yours, with respeet,

Montreal, Oct. 19th, 1868, Grorce CorNisH.

[The interesting, but somewhat lengthy report of the meeting of the Congre
gational Union of N. 8. and N. B., and the address of its retiring Chairman, have
crowded ont Mr. Ebb’s address, as well as several other communications. We
hope to present it next month.—Ep. C. I}

Offical.

MISSIONARY MEETINGS, ONTARIO WESTERN DISTRICT.

Monday, Dec. 14, 1868. Burford........ ... ]
Tuesday, 15, Scotland ......... { Rev. Messrs. Allworth, Pallar, J.

Wednesday, 16, Kelvin wieeernens Brown, Armour.

Thursday, 17, New Durbaw.....

Monday, Jan. llg, 1869. IS‘tratfor{i ....... wee )

Tuesday, . 19, istowel ... .. ...} Rev. M Smith. McColl. Wood
Wedaesday, 20, Molesworth ...... $ *CV NE38T8. Smith, L0l W 004,
'1_‘hursday,y 21, Howick ceeeennnnae . Spider—at all but Stratford.
Friday, 22, Turnbury ceeeees.

Monday, %g, guel?h crerrernrran 3

Tuesday ) ATATAXR avieenes .
Wednesday, 20, Douglas....eceeese Rcv.ﬁle}s}i?‘;}‘V.F. Clarke, J.Brows,
Thursday, 21, Green Settlement : *

Friday, 22, Eramosa «..oeeee
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Revds. Messrs. Allworth, Dickson,

Wood.

Monday, Feb. 15, 1869, Brantford......... ]
T'uesday, 16, Paris }

Wednesday, 17, London ............ ] Revs. Messrs. Saimon, Allworth,
Thuraday, 18, Southwold ........ Dickson, Waod.

Priday 19, Westmi .

gﬁga}’ . a2 ws;ﬁtg;&nster} Rev. Messrs, Dickson, Salmon.
Tuesday, 23, Warwick .........)

Wednesday, 24, lilympton cesersees | Revds, Messrs. Salmon, Dickson,
Thursday, 25, Farest .ceeereeen | Smith, McColl.

Friday, 26, Sarnia vl )

Sabbath, a3, Sarnia « ..o Rev. J. Salmon, B. AL

Sabbath, 21, Tilbury < o Rev. W, W, Smith.

Monday, 22, Tilbary .......oooeo. Rev. Messrs. Smith, McColl.

W. II. ArvworTn,

Paris, Oct. 15th, 1868. See. Out. W, D,

The Western Association will mtet at Paris, on Tuesday, November
11th, at three o’clock in the afternoon. Ir the evening of the same day the
association sermon will be preached in the Congregational Church. ~ The
brethren will be expected to come with the exercises assigned to them, and
those seeking membership will find an opportunity.

W. 1L Avrvworrn, Sec. pro tem.

detos of the Ehurches.

The St. Franecis Association met at Stanstead Plain, an Tuesday, 20¢th
Sept. 1868, at 4 p. m., Rev. A. J. Parker, of Danville, Moderator. After private
business, adjourned for public service. In the evening Rev. A. Duff, of Sher-
brooke, preached the Association sermon from Psalm xlviii. 2. The Association
met Wednesday. DBesides private business, and arrangements fér Missionary
meetings, Rev. L. P. Adams, of Fitch Bay, read an essay on Pastoral Visitation ;
Rev. J. Rogers, Stanstead South Church, read a plan of a sermon on 2 Cor. viii.
9. Rev. E. J. Sherrill of Eaton, read an essay on the change of the Sabbath
from the 7th day of the week to the first, aud Rev. G Purkis, of Waterville, a
plan of a sermon on Prov. iv. 18.  All these exercises elicited very instructive
criticistn and debate, in reference both to the subjects themselves, and the
manner in which they were handled. Owing to the uufavourable state of the
weather po public meeting was held in the evening, and the Assaciation adjourned
to n.eet in Danville on the 15th Dec. 1863.

E. J. SuerrinL.

Markham an@ Unionville.—The Rev. D. Macallum, formerly of Warwick,
Qut, his reseived and accepted an unanimous call to the pastorate of the above-
named churches, and has already entered upon his labours with envouraging
prospects.  Mis P. O. address is now Uniouville.

Sabbath School Convention at St. Catharine’s—Being unable in con-
sequence of press of matter, togive this month as full an account of this important
and interesting meeting, as we should like to preseni to our readers, we prefer
to reserve it altogether until our next number.

The Wesleyan Methodists of Toronto have recently purchased, at a cost
of $£6,000, the site which has beer heretofore known as McGill Squase, consist-
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ing of three and onefifth acres in the very heart of the ciry, with a view to the
erection of an clegant and representative chureh elifice, together with Mission
Houses and other connexional institutions. The Globe says:-— We understand
that matters have advanced sufficiently in the direction of ereciing the new
Wesleyan Church and Connexional buildings on MeGill Square, to warrant the
committee in shortly offering a premium for plans of the proposel struetnres. 1t
has been determined to use the whole block entirely for church purposes, without,
as first proposed, dividing it into any small lots for residences.  The new charch
will be bailt to accommodate 2,000 persons seated, and is ealeulated to cust
$50,000.”

Gleanings.

Loxc Sermons.—A lawyer who consumes three hours in arguing a question of
law relating to the ownership of a barrel of apples, is indignant at his minister
for exceeding twenty-five minutes in unfolding one of the great principles of
morality, on the observance of which the tolerable existence uf society depends.
The judge who fills two hours with his “opinion ”’ on the right of a counsel to
challenge a witness, grumbles at his minister because he has prolonged the dis-
cussion of fundamental laws of human existence to thirty minutes.  The physi-
cian who takes ten minutes to prepare the medicine for the headach, is enervously
restive if his minister spends twice as many in attempting to relieve a chronic
heartache. The belle who has spent—how long?—in adjusting the hows of
her honnet, is remorseless in her criticism on the minister who does not finish
bis meditations on the character of God in fifteen minutes. The fop who has
combed and perfumed and waxed his beard and moustache for an hour, is morti-
fied past endurance if the poor minister is nos-through his discussion of the
immortal life **inside” of twenty minutes. :

. et

Fauiny Pravers.—IHenry Ward Beecher says that the best time for fimily
prayers is immediately after breakfast and immediately after supper—f¥r then
the children will be most likely to be quict, and to feel that they have somethins
to be thankful for.  No one will be hungry ; no one will be sleepy ; and if ever
the whole attention will be given to devotion it will at those times.

RovNpep Perions.—A clergyman from the country, who, ‘I suppose, had the
presious six munths been preparing a gorgecus sermon for the metropolis, deliv-
ered it at a missionary anniversary in Surrey Chapel (the venerable Rowland
ILil’s) “Oh!” said another clergyman, at the close, to Mr. 1lill, ““was it nota
beautiful sermon ? the periods were so exquisitely rounded !”” ¢ Rounded,” said
Mr. Hill; * Aye, they were roundcl, as round as Satan could wish them. 1w
smoothly they would roll off the sinner’s conscience, leaving ng impression there!”

SweariNG.—A lady riding in a car on the New York Central Railroad was dis-
turbed in her reading by the conversation of two young men occupying the seat
before her.  One of them seemed to be a student of some college on his way home
for a vacation. e used much profane language, greatly to the annoyance of the
lady. She thought she would rebuke him, and begging pardon for interrupting
tuem, asked the young student if he had studied the langnages. * Yes, madam,
I have mastered the languages quite well.””  “ Do you read and speak Hebrew?”
“Quite fluently.” * Will you be so kind as to do me a small favour?” « With
great pleasure. I am at your service.” * Will you be so kind as to do your
swearing in Hebhrew 2



