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EDUCATION.
Jacotot’s System of Universal Instruction.

Ix our number for last November, we hazarded some remarks
on Jacotot’s System of Education ; those remarks—as we then
mentioned—were founded on a very brief and vague exposition of
the subject. Since then, we have attained a better acquaintance
with the sysiem, and coasider it now a duty, as well as a pleasure,
to endeavour to impart our increased light to our readers. | This
is called for, that, those who might have been attracted to the
subject by our former remarks, and who have not an opportunity
of acquiring further information on this topic, may not be altoge-
ther unsatisfied ; also that those who may have been prejudiced
against the system by our loose review, may have a better basis
than that on which to ground their opinion. Without farther in-
tecoduction we proceed to explain briefly the elements of the sys-
tem, its exercises, and its object, as applied to obtain a knowledge
of the English language.

The great fundamentals of the system are, to think, to remem-
ber, to reflect and to compare.  These preliminaries are perhaps
more important, and more new than many will suppoee them at
first sight : for on exar.ination we may find, that too much of the
common method of education, consists in imitating the words and.
acts of a teacher ; the pupil is not always obliged to think, nor
taught to remember and to reflect. We pass overthe application
of the system to reading and writing, our former remarks may
show sufficiently on these points, and pass to what we propose as
the subject of the present enquiry,—How a pupil acquires, accord-

ing to Jacotot's system, a knowledie of his native language ?
VOL. 11,



2. Edycation.

The pupil learns something and refers his future studies to it. By
¢t learn”’ Jacotot means, to fix a matter in the mind in such a man-
ner that it cannot be forgotten. A book of generally acknow-
ledged merit is taken, suppose Johnson’s Rasselas, Goldsmith’s
* Vicar of Wakefield, or any other classical English work, and a cer-
tain number of pages are committed to memory ; fifty or one bun-
dred pages as the printing and size of page may direct.  This set
about resolutely and continued patiently and perseveringly, is
soon accomplished; every pupil according to old systems
learn by rote len times as much; but they lose as fast as
they gain, whereas Jacotot’s 1CO pages are intended to be a
stoek in trade during life.  Sentence by sentence is committed to
memory, commencing with the first word of the book on each
repetition of the task ; the pupil’s perfection in this part is tested
in every couceivable manner; an infinity of questions are to be
asked (o prove that he recollects, and that he understands bis
task. When this part is accomplished, and when the teach-
eris confident that his pupil is thoroughly acquainted with bis han-
dred pages, the remainder of the volume is to be read carefully ;
the pupil relating the substance of each paragraph and chapter ;
and finally of the whole book, giving the narration of facts briefly,
but connectedly and clearly. When this is done, the exercises
may be commenced ; which exercises are for the purpose of bring-
iog the hundred pages into practical use ; and of giving the pupil
a knowledge of his native tongue, by close continued reference to
the excellent portion of it, which he finds embodied by the author
of his medal, and which he Las made his own by indelibly stamp-
ing it on his mind.

First Exercise. 'To Imtrare. In this, the pupil applies the
sentiments, and general phraseology, of a given portion of his
*hodel, to some subject, different from that which is treated of in
his model. For instance, in the first chapter of the Vicar of
Wakefield a description is given of a family, let the pupil be told
to describe some other family, or analagous subject, accord-
ing to the model. He sits down with his first chapter before
him, he reflects on it, examines its construction, and perceives
strongly its most forcible points.  The first paragraph instructs
him to give his opinion of such subjects, as he is about trestiag
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of, generally, and his opinionof it particulacly.  From the second
puragraph heisled (o state the partiality or dislike which he feels
towards the matter uader consideration, and its advantages. The
third paragraph teaches him to conuect other persons oc thiags
with his theme ; the fourth poists out defects or exceplions ; the
fifth directs him to explain its name or title ; the sixth und seventh
lead him to treat of its particular features, uses, and general cha-
racter. la this manaer be imitates the style, the sentiments, and
expressions of his model ; as a paioter imitates the colouring aad
grouping of a certain master, although he is employed on a subject
not altogether similar. By examination of this first exercise we
may see the amount of reflection and judgment which the pupil
has to bring into action : a greater amount perhaps than heis ever
taught (o use by the systems most commouly in use. If habits of
refiection and maturity of judgment are of vast importance to man,
the system which pays most attention to these matters, seems best
adapted for purposes of real utility. Several exercises in imita-
tion are gone through, each verified by reference to model, to
show that true sense and just expressions are used ; no idea nor
any espression being here allowed that cannot be proved by oar

author.

Second Erercise. 'To MARE GENERAL REFLECTIONS 0N PARTI.
cuLar racts. The pupil is directed to the study of a particular
passage in his model.  After reflecting on it, he is asked what he
particularly remarks in it, what general theme it illustrates, what
subject it treats of. Having answered, he is told to describe the
theme in ageneral manner, drawing refleztions of its qualities from
the passage in his model. Thus from the particular facts, in the
second chapter of the Vicar of Wakefield, be may make general
reflections on the character of a Theorist. Recollecting, that,
every assertion or reflection which he makes, he must prove t‘o
be correct by reference to his model ; aad by reference to bis
model only.

Third Ezercise. SyNoNYNMES OF worps. 'This exercise i3 for
the purpose of markiog the shades of resemblance and difference
which exist between words. Choose certain words, and direct
pupil to make synonymes to them.  As, suppose the Teacher to
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gelect these words—torrent, innocent, beautiful, preference, ma-
turity—the pupil might make the following synonymes,—rapid,
harmless, handsome, choice, ripeness : by reference to his model,
and by carefully examining how exch word is used, he will be able
to point out their resemblance and their difference, and cases in
which they may and may not be applied. Thus tnnocent means, to
be without crime, hcrmless means not capable of committing any
evil. Speaking of a person acquitted of something with which he
had been charged, we might say that he was innocent; but it
would not be correct to call him harmless from the fact of his
acquittal. T'his exercise is of much importance and interest, and
is one for which there is much scope in all written and spoken
language.

Fourth Exercise.  yNoNYMES OF EXPAESSION. ‘This teaches
to distinguish between, and to describe different expressions ap-
plied to an object ; to defive the various shades, and justify or
prove all by reference to your model. As, 1 am fond of my child,1
take great pleasure in my child, I delight in my child, 1 doat on
my child,—these are different expressions applied to one object ;
it belongs to this exercise to define, to mark the shades, the com-
parative strength or weakness of each,and to give examples, justi-
fied by facts, from the model.

Iifth Exercise. SyxoNymes OF coMposiTioN. The pupilisdi-
rected to take two speeches, or scenes, from his model ; to com-
pare them, show their resemblanc'é, and reason for it ; and differ-
ence, and reason forit. This is of much importance, and greatly
helps the after discrimination of the student. Al the proofs of
each of his exercises to be drawn from his wodel ; so making good
the original text. ¢ learn a thing and refer all the rest to it.”

Sixth Exercise. SyNoNvMES oF 1pEas. This istae fourth class
of synonymes introduced into our exercise ; the Grst relates to the
resemblance and difference of individual word.; the second to
phrases or expressions conveying different degrees of feeling ; the
third, relates to composition, exhibiting variety of feelings, and
the variety of their expression, on similar subjects : and the pre-
gent exercise, teaches how to make similar various thoughts on a
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single theme. Perhaps it is little more than applying figurative
for simple language—and contrarywisc--simple for figurative.
For instance, the pupil tinds the phrase—** stillkecp a good heart,
and farewell,” he dwells on the thoughts, and makes a synonyme
of ideas by saying, —*¢ retain your integrity, and depart.”  Some
of those exercises may scem wire drawn: we do not profess to be
advocates for M. Jucotot, but merely pretend to explain his sys-
tem ; however, we would veature to say, that the exercise which
leads to an intitnate knowledge of the peculiaritics of language, and
which demands close thought, will certainly leave more good be-
bind than appears probable on a first view. Our first exercise
imitates the phraseology and style of our model, this imitates its
reflections in different words.

Seventh Exercise. TRADUCTION OR ASSIMILATION OF FACTS.
This exercise is to initiate the pupil into the derivation of facts
and sentiments, and into the similarity and copunection which exist
between various subjects. At first sight this exergise may seem
very similar to that of imitation, but alittle examination will show
a decided difference. Imitation, without much stretch of thought,
treats a subject with the arrangement, style and expressions, simi-
lar to those which are applied in our model to anoiber subject.
Assimilation compares two subjects, points out their resemblance,
and shews that many facts and sentiments may be traced to a com-
mon origin. Thus in imitation, writing of a subject, with the first
chap of the Vicar of Wakefieid for a model, we would proceed
as we have before laid down, gathering materials for our view
paragraph by paragraph as we weat along.  But if we were to
assimilate a landscape to the description of the family of Wake-
field, we should observe the mauy points, the rough, the smooth,
the beautiful and the useful, in which both had a common origin
or interest ; we should assimilate a hill to the father, for each was
a protector ; the matron who ministered to the daily wants cf the
family would be assimilated to the flowing siream ; the young irees
which adorn the lawn would be assimilated to the sons, and the
flowers which embellish the bank of the river would be supposed
like the beaatifal daughters mentioned in the chapter. If imitation
in our exercise, be like that ofa painter in colouring and grouping
afler another ; assimilation compares a portrait with a landscape,
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translates a sunbeam by a smile, deep shade by a frown, a mount
by a fine forehead, and so forth.  Assimilation developes the hid-
den fbgurative language, which lies below the suzface of most
subjects, connecting each deligltfully togetber.

Eighth Exercise. Awarysis.  In this exercise a passage is re-
duced to its intrinsic value, or bare intent. The substance is taken,
and the reflections and embellishments are set aside. To analysise
is to define, in opposition to examplification and illustration. Thus
to express by analysis Goldsmith's Vicar of Wakefield, we might

say,—it is the narrative of the reverses of a country clergymnn’s
family.

Ninth Exercise. Deverorine or TRovon?s. This is juet the
reverse of analysis ; one reduces a multitude of deductions to their
root, the other from one thought developes a great variety of
ideas. As our second exercise exhibits general reflections grow-
ing from particular facts, so this shews the numerous particular
reflections which a thought opens itsellinte. In the former case
we would describe a theorist from the marks set on the character
or conduct of one in tha chapter : bot if told to develope the
thought—¢ a theorist is obstinate”—we would reflect on the dif-
ferent parts of our model where such subjects wers treated ; we
would proceed to unroll our proposition, to think of a thecrist, of
a practical man, of what coustitutes a theorist, of obstinacy, sad
of its connection with theorists. In the former case the mere
outer conduct or general character is drawn from ma.y visible
facts, and is applicable to any theorist ; in the latter the thought is
pursued through all its hidden wiodings, snd every deduction
bears particularly on its elucidation. Jn the former case 2 series
of facts give geaeral reflections of a common cheracter—in the
latter, a series of combinations all peculiar to one thought, are
diecovered by unfolding or developiag that thought. We take a
fact from our author, observe what reflections he makes on it,

and proceed from that to develope the fact ; proving all our work
by reference.

Tenth Exercise. 'To FIND SUBJECTS FOR ASSINILATIOR. This
at rst appeared to be out of place, and we supposed there was
little reason, ifany, for placing it after the eighth exercise. On
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consideration we explained it thus: To assimilate is to compare
and show resemblances between facts, but after that exercise, and
exercise nine, which exhibits the connection of thoughts and the
manner of developing them, the harder task of exercise ten may
be approached : 7o find subjects for assimilation, we chooss sen-
teuces or phrases, and derive similitudes from them ; we translate
them into other words and sentiments.  As for ¢ aspiring beggary
is wretchedness itself,” we find the following assimilation ; ** the
soaring moth soon becomes exhausted.”  For David's fight with
Goliath, we find out an assimilation, in the struggle of virtue with
temptations. And in the life of Job, we discover an illustration of
the Willow, which is saved by bending where opposition would be
destruction. By exercise eight, we discover assimilations and
point them out, by the present exercise we create specimens of
assimilation.

Eleventh Exercise. To wrirE ox ANy suBJecT. After the fore-
going exercises are gone through, and frequently repested, and
well understood, a theme may be sug_ ‘ted to the pupil, on which
he is to compose, or write his thoughts.  His exercises have in-
structed him in the proper method of looking at his subject, they
point out a judicious arrangement, and tell him where and how to
find appropriate thoughts ; and he has by intimate acquaintance
with his model and by his varicus studies, a large stock of the
most suitable words with which to express his ideas. In writing
of subjects which require learned or technical terms, the pupil
previous to his obtaining a literary or conventional siyle, may
draw his phraseology from the language of life: he will be sure
to write clearly and well, tho’ not Jearnedly ; he has gained the
better, the most important point, and can advance in minor quali-
fications as his field of opportunity opens.

Twelfth Exercise. IuttaTion oF THOUeHTS. It is difficult to
judge of a new system from its mere rules and brief commentary.
This exercise seems similar to others which have been before
roticed, and it either proves that Jacotot has been engaged at
hair splitting, or that having considered his subject deeply, he has
discovered important shades not very visible except to the eye of
a master. The imitation ofa thought we wouil explain by eaying,
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that. itis the dressing of a thought in various wordz. Thus—
« Blessed 1= the man who sitteth not in the seat of the scornful,”
may be imitated by saying, “a respect for divine things is re-
warded by a blessing.”  Perhaps itis intended to follow eleventh
exercise, us a proof how a composition may be altered while the
thoughts are retained, by differently constructing the sentences,
and altering the expressions while the ideas are imitated. Tt seems
but an exiension of the exercise which relates to synonymes
of ideas.

Thirteenth Exercise.  Weaiting certers.  The pupil is taught
an epistolary style, by directing him to choose two or more per-
zonages from his model,and write,as it were,from oae to the other.
In doing this, he chooses fucts which be wishes to write about ;
thinks clearly of those facts, and uses simple appropriate language,
After the foregoing exercises, and attending to the rules of this, he
will easily obtain, that much desired, and supposed difficult object,
a good style of lefter writing.

Fourtcenth Exercisc. PoRTRAITS oF cniaracTers,  The pupil
now proceeds to composition which demands the employment of
all bis exercises. He prepares to describe a character ; he thinks
of the most remarkable features of the individual’s life, of his ex-
cellencies and defects, and of the varieties and contrasts which
exist in his mind or person. Characters which exist in the model
book may firet be drawn; justify every observation by reference,
and you wiil socon be capable of takiog an original theme and
treating it with propriety.

Fijteenth Exercise. Couparison. TIn this different characters
are compared for the purpose of showing off, or exalting one.

Sizteenth Exercise.  NarraTive. The pupil waw proceeds to
a complete picce of composition. He can relate the entire of his
model book, and is inti -ate with its incidents, style and sentiments.
With hisbook as a guide, e draws a plan of his narrative, and
fills up the outline assisted and directed by hig aumerous exercises.

Seventeenth Exercisc.  VemisicaTioN of crRamvar. This part
of our pupil’s study, which is placed the first in composition by
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the usual systems of education,we see,is here retained for almost
the last place.  Instead of teaching rules and applying fucts to

them, Jacotot directed by natarc, teaches facte first and then ap-
plies the rules to the facts. Taste in literatare formed rules,
but the common systems endeavour to form taste by rules.
The differeace between Jacotot and others in this respect, seems
as palpable as it would be between two teachers of architecture

one of whom would teach his pupil by rote from a treatise on the
subject, while the other would convey him to a temple, explain
its parts, and then verify the treatise from it.  The pupil in the
seventeenth exercise is told, that the grammar will merely give
bim terms adopted to express the relationsof words ; he already
understands those relations, and i@ aware of the full value of
words. Murray’s abridgement is commenced, and the pupii proves
that all which he there finds about letters and syllables is correct,
by reference to his model. - He commences the parts of speech
one by one and from a passage in hiz book selects numerous exam-
ples of each. In this manner he proceeds, refeving, and proving
the grammar through all its parts.

Eighteenth Exercise. To WRITE ON ANY GIVEN SUBJECT IN &
cives Tive.  This we find has been wonderfully exemplified at
the university of Louvain. It is intended as a test and an exhi-
bition of the knowledge of language attained by the pupil in his
exercises.

Nincteenth Erxercise. Exteveorarv compositios. This also
i5 a proof of the mastery over language which our system gives.
From long exercising the mind on composition, teaching it how to
think and to think closely, and to sec and describe clearly, on a
suhject being named the thoughts flow in a proper channel, and
the pupil can extemporize according to the order and arrange-
ment given by the system.

Twentieth Exercise. Act ss1x ace. The pupil is now dirnct-
ed to see the affinity which exists betwecn many subjects and
sciences. He will find that other authors have exactly followed
the art of the author of his model. He will also find that all his
exercises are to be found in his author ; that he at one time ana-

VOL. &L, B
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lyzes, at another developes, that he imitates himself, and assimi-
lates one thought to another. He will find that the essence of all
reading lies in the sixty lines which he learnt as an epitome, and
that the whole English language for all useful purposes, is com-
prised in the work which he has chosen for his model.

This exercise of *“ all is ir all is more a matter for continual
recollection and referencc, han a mere exercise. When the
pupil proceeds to learn other sciences, he will see the affinity
which exists between them and the art of composition ; and how
narrow a division there is between things, which at first sight
seemed infinitely separated. During life he is taught to shun dis-
traction of sentiment, to observe this unity of mental vision-—in
other words to seek « ail in all.”

We have thus recapitulated Jacotot’s exercises, and have en-
deavoured to state how we understand them. The system is ap-
plied to Music, Geography, Foreign Languages and other bran-
chesof learping, but we have purposely limited our remarks in
this paper to the study of the English language. We leave for
another opportunity remarks on the terms ¢ Universal Instruc-
tion,” ¢ Intellectual Emancipation,” on the pupil being taught to
think for himself, and to demonstrate all he advances, and on the
apparent effects of this system in a moral and intellectual point of
view. Inthe mean time, we should feel plcasure in receiving
communications from persons interested on the subject—if they
state objections or make enquiries, we will endeavour to answer
them as well as our slight -acquaintance with the system will ad-
mit ; or if they impart further information, we will feel very
happy in giving publicity toit. The importance of the subject, is
sufficient apology for frequent recurrence to it; few sciences are
less understood, none demand more close persevering aitention.
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VERNAL STANZAS.

Vernal delight and joy, able to drive
All sadness but despair.—MivLTox.

BricaT shone the sun, blue was the day,
The noontide air was very clear;
The higbland mountains round our bay,
And all far things seem’d near ;
I rested on a primrose bank ;
A April softness bathed the breeze
As ’twere new life my spirit drank
From out the budding trees.

The sportive sea-gull voyaged by,
Turning his white sails to the sun ;
The little birds sang merrily
That spring was now begun :
e suow drops all had ta’en fareweli,
But yet some crocus flowers were bright ;
The hyacinth, to nurse its bell,
Draok in the purple light.

Methought to childhood’s bloomy track
Life’s vagrant footsteps were restored ;

And blessings manifold came back,
Long lost, and deep deplored ;

The perish’d and the past arose ;—
I saw the sunny tresses wave,

And heard the silver tongues of those
Cold, cold within the grave !

But yet for them no grief awoke,—
They seem’d a part of nature still:
Emelt the young flowers, gazed from the rock,
And listen'd to the rill : ~
All was 0 silent, »0 serene,
So sweetly calm, so gently gay,
Methought even Death no ill had been,
On that pure vernal day.
Blackwood's Mag.

A TALE FOR THE TIMES.

(From the French.)

A coop peasant was returning to his house one evening, after
having worked all day, about a league from the city. He had
left his house early in the morning, and was very much faligued,
and somewhat dowacast, like the settiog sun. As he was enter-
iog the gate of the city, he met one of his companions, *vho said
to him, ‘* Have you heard the news? our parson is just dead.”
**Oh ! Heavens ! cried the worthy fellow, ¢ what will becone
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of the parich ?*  Wrapped in painful reflection, he continued to
walk towards his abode. ** What will they do?"* said he, ¢ to-
morrow is Sunday—there will he no high mass. What will they
say in the city when they have no high mass ? The young girls
will wish to communicale, the old ones to pray, and my wife
wants to confess—what shall we do ?”

Whilst he was indalging in these reflections, he was met by
another friend. * Ah, Peter,”” said he, ¢ do you know the
news ?’  “ Yes, our parson is dead.”” ¢ Pooli !—it is something
else—the judge is dead, and will be buried to-morrow !” *“ Good
heaven !”’ cried the poor countryman, ‘¢ what will become of the
district? no judge ! we are undone ! I we had a little bit of a
revolution, who would come and harangue us in the market-
place? who will protect us now ? who wiil be our refuge and
our help now the judge is dead ?”?

A few steps onward our worthy friend met a third person whom
be knew. * There is bad news, terrible news stirring !’ said
the new comer. ¢ \What is it? Holy Virgin! what more ter-
rible than the death™ of the judge 7’ ¢ Why the King is dead,
neighbour Peter. It is in the newspaper to-day.” ** Gracious
Providence,” exclaimed Peter, ‘ who will now defend 1he
kingdom 7

The reflections of the honest peasant were full of bitterness
and sorrow, when he <cogitated on the terrible misfortunes which
developed themselves, in so0 short a space as a quarter of an hour,
so that when he entered his cottage, he ceated himself with a
sorrowful air, by the chimney corner, without saying a word (o
his wife, and without lifting his little girl on his knee, as was

His usual custom in the afternoon.”

But his family were all in consternation almost equalling his
own. * Peter, Peter ! said his old mother, in a hollcw tone,
and shaking her head—* what thiok you bas occurred? The
Pope’s dead ; the news is stuck up against the church.” ¢ Pow-
ers above !” cried Peter, * what will become of the world?”
For Peter thought the world was governed by the Pope, and that
the everlasting city was the capital of the earth.

“ The Pope’s gone,” thought he, ¢ the King’s dead—the
judge has gone to the last account, and the parson is buried !
Heaven ! What will to-morrow produce? We shall no longer
labour—no longer sow—no longer reap, and the poor will all
die of famine.”

Poor fellow! he sometimes got hold of a newspaper, and re-
membered often to have seen ‘ The country in mourning.”
This phrase now occurred tc him—he depicted to bimself the
whole of France in black, and sighed deeply.

His pight was almost sleepless; at the first rays of the sun,
however, disturbed at what had happened, and anticipating all
sorts of disasters, <till morc fearful, he went out quietly, and in-



a1 Tule for the Tunes. 15

stead of taking as usual the way to the fiolds he turned towards
the great square.

A spring sun was rising in the horizon, the flowers, covered
with dew, were drying themselves, and raising their heads to the
sun beams ; the birds were singing ; the turf bad resumed its ver-
dure, and seemed renewed by the freshuess of night the sky
was clear ; the river {ull flowing and calm--Peter telt Lis breath
at ease in spite of himselt'; he paused und looked about him.

‘The tradesmen were opening their shops, and sweeping the
fronts of their doors ; ihe mechanics were going to their work
singing in chorus; the market was filliog with cattle, horses
bearing baskets and carts; children, milk women, and soldiers,
walking aboutin all directions,

¢ The deuce ! thought Peter, * shall 1 be the only one unec-
cupied ? If all these people are going to work they know more
of the matter than | do. They have been told, no doubt, as
well as 1 have, that the Pope is dead, yet they work uotwith-
standing, and they appear to do all as usual. ‘The birds sing as
loudly as before, and the children cry as much as ever. .

‘The worthy labourer reflected for some time, and then torn-
ing towards the piece of land he was cultivating, with his head
erect, and his mind assured, he weat to bis plough like a drunk-
ard to his glass—** gee up,” said he, goading his ox, ‘it seems
that ooly the pope, the king, the judge, and the parson are dead.
Al the rest of the world is as well as ever.”

THE BLIND PREACHER.
By William Wirt.

It was of a Sunday as I travelled through Orange, that mine
eyes were caught by a cluster of horses ticd near an old ruined
house in the forest not far from the road side. Having frequently
seen such objects before in travelling through these States, I bad
no difficulty in understanding that it was a place of religious wor-
ship.—Devotion alene should have stopped me to join the duties
of the congregation, but I must confess that curiosity to heag
what a preacher in such a wilderness could say, was not the least
of my motives. On entering I was struck with a preternatoral
appearance. He was a talland spare old man; his head was
covered with a linen cap; his shrivelled hands and his feeble voice
were all shakiog under the influence of the palsy, and in a few
moments | ascertained ke was blind.

The first emotions which touched the breast, were those of
pity and veneration. Butuh ! how soon were all my feelings chang-
ed ! the iips of Plato were never more wortby of a prognostic
swarm of * s than the lips of this holy man ! It was the day
of the auuuuistration of the Sacrament—his subject of course
was the passion of our Saviour. 1had heard the subject handled
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a thousand times. Ihad thoughtit exbausted long ago. Little
did | suppose in the wild woods of America, 1 was to meet a man
whose eloquence would give this topica new and more sublime
pathos than everl had before witnessed.

As he descended from the pulpit to distribute the mystic sym-
bols, there wus a peculiar, a more than buman solemnity in his
air and manner, which made my blood run cold, and my frame
shiver.

He then drew a picture of the suffering of our Saviour,his trial
before Pilate, his ascent up Calvary, his Crucifizion ; and his
death. lknew the whole history; but never until then, had
1 heardthe circumstunces so selected, so arranged, so colored; it
was all new ;and [ seemed to have heard it for the first time in
my lite.  His voice trembled on every syllable ; every heart in
the assembly beat in unison. His peculiar phrase had that force
of description that the original scene appearad to be acting at the
moment beflore our eyes. We saw the faces of the Jews;—the
staring, frightening distortions of malice and rage with a flame of
indignation ; and my bands involuntarily clenched.

But when he came to touch on the patience, the forgiving
meekness of our Saviour ; when he drew to the life his blessed
eyes streaming to heaven, his voice breathing to Geod, a soft and
gentle prayer of pardon for his enemies— * father, forgive them
for thy know not what they do,”—the voice of the preacher had
all along faltered, and grew fainter and fainter, until his utterance
being entirely obstructed by the torce of his feelings, he raised
his handkerchiefto his eyes and burst into a loud and irresistible
flood of grief. 'The whole house responded with the mingled,
groans and sobs, and shrieks of the congregation.

It was a long time before the tumult had subsided, so far as to
permit him to proceed. Indeed judging by the usual standard of
my own weakness, [ began to be very uneasy for the situation of
the preacher, for | could not perceive how he would be able to
let his audience down from the height to which he had wound
them, without impairing the dignity of the subject, or perhaps
shocking them by the abruptness of the fall. But no—the
descent was as beautiful and sublime as the elevation had been
rapid and enthusiastic.

The seotence with which he broke the silence was a quotation
from Rosseau, ¢ Socrates died like a philosopher, but Jesus
Christ like a God !

1 despair of giving you an idea ofthe effect produced by this
short sentence, unless you could perfectly perceive the whole
manner of the man as well as the peculiar crisis of the discourse.
Never before did 1 understand what Demosthenes meant by
laying such stress on delivery. You are to bring before you the
venerated figure of the preacher, his blindness constantly re-
calling to your recollection Homer, Ossian and Milton, and associ-
ating with his performance, the melancholy grandeur of their
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genius ; you are lo imagine that you hear his slow, solemn, and
well accented enunciation, and his voice affecting melody ; you
are to remember the pitch of passion and enthusiasm to which
the congregation were raised; and the few minutes of portentu-
oug, death-like silence which reigned through the house. The
preacher removes the white handkerchiel’ from his fuce, even
yet wet with the recent torrent of tears, and slowly stretching
forth the placid hand which holds it, begins the sentence—
¢‘Socrates died like a philosopher,’—then pausiug,raising his other
hand, pressing them clasved tugether, with warmth and energy
Jifting his sightless balls to heaven, and pouting his whole soul
into his tremulous voice—¢ but Jesus Christ—like a God !’ If
he indeed had been an angel of light the effect could scarcely
have been more divine.

Whatever I had been able to conceive of the “sublimity of
Massillon, or the force of Bourdaloue, had fallen far short of the
power which rushed in a hurricane upon my brain, and the
violence and agony of my feelings which had held my whole
system ia suspense, now sunk back into my heart with a sensati-
oo which I cannot describe;a kind of shuddering delicious horror!
the paroxysm of blending piety and indignation, with which I
had been transported,subsided into deep self abasement,humili-
ty and adoration. 1 had just been lacerated and dissolved by sym-
pathy, for our Saviour as a fellow-creature;— but now with fear
and trembling, 1 adored him as—¢ A God.”

THE CHAMOIS HUNTERS,

BY SWAIM.

AwAx fo the Alps!

For the hunters are there,
To rouse the chamois,

In his rock-vaulted lair;
From valley to mountain,

See ! swiftly they go—
As the ball from the rifle—

The shaft from the bow.

Nor chasms, nor glaciers,
Their firmness dismay ;
Uadaunted they leap,
Like young leopards at play ;
And the dash of the torrent
Sounds welcome and dear,
As the voice of the friend
To the wanderer’s ear.

They reck not the music

- Of hound or of hora—

The neigh of the courser—
The gladness of morn:

The blasts of the tempest
Their dark sinews brace ;

And the wilder the danger,
The sweeter the chace.
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With spirits as strong
As their footsteps are light,
On—~onward they speed,
In the joy of their might :
Till eve gathers round them,
And silent and deep—
The white tnow their pillow—
‘The wild hunters sleep.

——————t e,

THE MIDSHIPMEN'S DOG.

F'ro Fragments of Voyages and Travels, including Anecdotes of a Naval
Life %y Capt. Basil Hall, R. N. F. R. & 3 vols. 12mo. Edinburgh.
Durina the long winters of our slothful discontent at Bermu-

da, caused by the peace of Amiens, the grand resource both of the

idle and the busy, amongst all classes of the Leander’s officers,
was shooting—that never-ending. still-beginuing employ, which

Englishmen carry to the remotest corners of the habitable globe—

popping away in all countries, thinking only of the game, and

often but too reckless of the prejudices or fears of the nalives.

This propensity is indulged even in those uninhabited regions of

the earth which are visited only oace in an age : aud if Captain

Parry had reached the Pole, he would unquestionably have had

a shot at the axis of the earth ! In the mean time, the officers and

the young gentlemen ofthe flag-ship of Bermuda, in the beginning

of 1803, I suppose to keep their hands in for the war which they
saw brewing, and hourly prayed for, were constautly blazing away
amongst the cedar groves and orange plantations of those fairy
islands, which appeared more and more beaatiful after every such
excursion. The midshipmen were generally obliged to content
themselves with knocking down the blue and the red birds with
the ship's pistols, charged with his Majesty’s gunpowder, and, for
want of small shot, with slugs formed by cutting up his Majesty’s
musket-bullets. The officers aimed at higher game, and were, of
course, better provided with guns and ammunition. Several of
these gentlemen had brought from England some fine dogs—high-
bred pointers ; while middies, aleo, not to be outdone, must needs
have a dog of their own : they recked very little of what breed ;
but some sort of animal they said they must have. [ forget how
we procured the strange looking beast whose services we contrived
to engage; but,having once obtained him, we were not slow in giv-
ing him our best affections. It is true, he was as ugly as any thing
could possibly be. His colour was a dirty, reddish yellow; and
while apart of his hair twisted itself up in curls, a part hung
down quite straight, almost to the ground. He was utterly use-
less for all the purposes of veal sport, but quite good enough to
furnish the mids with plen'y of fun whenthey went on shore—in
chasing pigs, barking at old white-headed negresses. and other
amusements suited to the exalted taste and habits of the rising
generation of officers.  People will differ as to the merits of dogs;
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but we had no doubls as to the great superiority of our's over all
the others on board, though the name we gave him certainiy im-
plied no such confidence on our part.  After afull deliberation, it
was decided to call him Shakings. Now, it must be explained
that shakings is the name given to small fragments of rope yarns,
odds and ends of cordage, bits of oakum, old lanyards,—in short,
to any kind of refuse arising out of the wear and tear of the ropes.
This odd name was perhaps bestowed on our beautiful fuvourite
in consequence of his colour not being very dissimilar to that
of well-tarred Russin hemp: while the resemblance was
increased by many a daub of pitch which his rough coat imbibed
from the seams between the planks of the deck. in the hot
weather. If old Shakings was no great beauty, he was at least,
the most companionable of dogs ; and though he dearly loved the
midshipmen, and was dearly beloved by them in return, he had
enough of the animal in bis composition to take a still higher
pleasure in the society of his own kind. So that, when the high-
bred, showy pointers belonging to the officers came on board,
after a shooting excursion, Mr. Shakirgs losi no time in applying
to them for the news. The pointers, who liked this sort of
familiarity very well, gave poor Shakings all sorts of encourage-
ment. Not so their masters;—they could not bear tosee such
an abominable cur as they called our favorite, at once so cursedly
dirty and so ntlerly useless mixing with their sleek and well-kept
animals. At first their dislike was confined to tuch insulting
expressions as these; then it came to an occasional kick,or aknock
on the nose with the but-end of a fowling-piece ; and lastly, to a
sound cut with the hunting-whip.  Shakings, who instinctively
knew his place, took all this, like a sensible fellow, in good part ;
while the mids, when out of hearing of the higher powers uttered
curses both loud and deep against the tyranny and oppression
exercised against an animal which, in their fond fancy, was
declared to be worth all the dogs in the wardroom put together.
They were little prepared, however, for the stroke which soon
fell upon them, perhaps in consequence of these very murmurs.
To their great horror and indignation, one of the lieutenants,
provoked at some liberty which Master Shakings had taken with
his newly-polished boot, called out, one morning—¢ Man the jolly-
boat, and land that infernal, dirty, ugly beast of a dog belonging
to the young gentlemen !"—¢ Where shall I take him to, sic 7
asked the strokesman of the boat. *Oh, any where ; pullto the
nearest part of the shore, and pitch him out an the rocks, He'li,
shift for himself, I have no doubt.” So off went poor dear
Shakings ! If a stranger had come into the midshipmen’s birth at
that moment, he might have thought his Majesty's naval service
was about to be broken up. All allegiance, discipline, or subor-
dination,seemed utterly cancelled by this horrible act. Many were
the execrations hurled upwards at the offending © knobs, who, we
thought, were, combining to make out lives miserable. Some of

voL. II. C
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onr party voted for writing a letter of remounstrance to the adiniral
against this unheard-of outrage ; and one youth swore deeply that
he would leave the service, unless justice were obtained.  Dut as
he had been known to swear the same thing half-a-dozen times
every day since he joined the ship, no great notice was taken of
this pledge. Another declared, upon his word of honour, that such
an act was enough to make a man turn Turk, and fly his country !
At last, by general agreement, it was decided that we should not
do a bit of duty, or even stir from our seuts, till we obtained re-
dress for our grievances. However,while we were in the very act of
vowing mutiny and disobedience, vhe hands were turned up to
* furl sails !’ upon which the whole porty, totally forgetting their
magnanimous resolution, scudded up th~ ‘adders, and jumped into
their stations with more than usual alacrity, wisely thinking, that
the moment for actual revolt had not yet arrived. Abetter scheme
than throwing up the service, or writin;; to the admiral, or turning
Musselmen, was afterwards concocted. The midshipman who
went on shore in the next boat easily got hold of poor Shakings,
who was howling on the steps of \he watering place. In order to
conceal him, he was stuffed, neck and crop, into the captain’s
cloak-bag, brought safely on board, and restored once more to the
bosom of his friends.  In spite of all we could do, however, (0
keep Master Shakings below, he presently found his way to the
quarter-deck, to receive the congratulations of the other dogs.
There he was soon detected by the higher powers and very short-
ly afterwards trundled over the gangway, and again tossed on the
beach. Upon this occasion he was honoured by the presence of
one of his own master’s, a middy, sent upon this express duly,who
was specially desired to land the brute, and not to bring him on
board again.  Of course, this particular youngster did not bring
the dog off ; but, before night, somehow or other, old Shakings
was snoring away in grand chorus with his more fashionable friends
the pointers, and dresming no evil, before the door of the very
officer’s cabin whose beautifully polished boots he had brushed
by so rudely in the morning,—an offence that had led to his ban-
ishment. This second return of our dog was too much. The
whole posse of us were sent for on the quarter-deck, and in very
distinct terms, positively ordered not to bring Shakings on board
again. These injunctions having been given, this wretched vic-
tim, as we termed him, of oppression, was once more ianded
amongst the cedar groves. This time he remained a full week on
shore ; but how or when he found hiz way off again, no one ever
knew—at least no one chose to divulge. Never was there any
thing like the mutual joy felt by Shakings and bis two dozen mas-
ters. He careered about the ship, barked and yelled with delight,
and, in his raptares, actually leaped, with his dirty feet, on the
milk-white duck trowsers of the disgusied officers, who heartily
wished him at the bottom of the anchorage ! Thus the poor beast
unwittingly contributed to accclerate his haplese fate, by this ill-
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timad shew ofconfidence in thuse who were then plotting his ruin.
if he had kept his paws to himself, and staid quietly in the dark
recesses of the cock-pit wings, cable-tiers, and other wild regions,
the secrets of which were known only to the inhabitants of our
sub-marine world, all might have yet been well,  We had a grand
Jjollification on the night of Shakings' restoration ; and his health
was in the very act of being drank, with (liree times three, when
the officer of the watch, hearing an uproar below, the sounds of
which were conveyed distinctly up the windsail, sent down to put
our lights out ; and we were forced to march off, growling, to our
hammocks. Next day, to our surprise and horror, old Shakings
was nol to be seen or heard of.  We searched every where, in-
terrogated the cockswains of all the boats, and cross-questioned
the mariners, who had been sentries during the night on the fore-
castle, gangways, and poop ; butall in vain !—no trace of Shakings
could be found. At length the idea began to gain ground amongst
us, that the poor beast had been put an end to by some diabolical
means : and our ire mounted accordingly.  This suspicion seem-
ed the more natural, as the officers said not a word about the mat-
ter, nor even asked us what we had done with our dog. While
we were in this state of excitement and distraction for our
loss, one of our midshipmen, who had some drollery in his com-
position, gave a new turn to the expressions of our thoughts.
‘This gentleman, who was more than twice as old as most of us,
say about thirty, had won the affections of the whole of our class,
by the gentleness of his manaers, and the generous part he always
took on our side. e bore amongst us the pet name of Daddy ;
and certainly he was like a father to those amengst us who, like
myself, were quite adrift in the ship, without any one to look after
them. He was a man of talents and classical education, but he
had entered the navy far too lite in life ever to take to it cordial-
ly. His habits, indeed, had become so rigid, that they could
never be made to bend to the mortifying kind of discipline which
it appears essential every officer should run through, but which
only the young and light-headed can brook.  Our worthy friend,
accordingly, with all his ability, taste, and acquirements, never
scemed at home on board ship ; and unless a man can reach this
point of liking for the sen, he is better on shore. At all events,
old Daddy cared more about his books than about the blocks, and
delighted much more in giving us assistance in our literary pur-
suits, and trying to teach us to be useful, than in rendering himself
a proficient in those professional mysteries, which he never hoped
to practise in earnest himself. What this very interesting person’s
early history was, we never could find out: nor why he entered
the navy : nor how it came, that a man of his powers and accom-
plishments should have been kept back so long. Indeed, the young-
sters never inquired too closely into these matters, being quite
contented to have the advantage of bis protection against the op-
pression of some of the other oldsters, who occasionally bullied
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them.  Upon all occasions of difliculty, we were in the habit o
clustering round him, to tell our grievances, great and small, witk
the certainty of alwajs finding in him thut great desideratum in
calamity—a patient and friendly listener. 1t will easily be sup.
posed, that our kind Daddy took more than usual interest in this
afluir of Shakings, and thut he was applied (o by us at every stage of
the transaction.  He was sadly perplexed, of course, when the
dog was finally missing ; and for some days he could give us no
comfort, nor suggest any mode of revenge which was not too dan-
gerous for his young fitends to put in prictice. He prudently ob-
served, that as we had no certainty to go upon, it would be foolish
to get ourselves into a serious scrupe for nothing at all. ¢ There
can be no harm, however,’” he continued, in his dry and slightly-
sarcastic way, which all who knew him will recollect as well as
if they saw him now. drawing his hand slowly across his mouth
and chin, * There can be no harm, my boys, in putting the other
dogs in mourning fur their dear departed friend Shakings ; for,
whatever is come to him, he is lost to them as well as to us, and
his memory ought to be duly respected.” This hint was no sooner
given than a cry was raised for crape, and every chest and bag
ransacked, to procure badges of mourning. ‘The pointers were
speetuly rigged up with a large bundle ofacrape, tied in a hand-
some bow, upon the left leg of each, just above the knee. The
joke took immediately. The officers could not help taughing ; for,
though we considered thewn little better thun fiends at that mo-
ment of excitement, they were, in fact, except in this instance,
the best natured and most indulgent men 1 remember to have
sailed with. They, of course, ordered the crape to be instantly
cnt off from the dogs’ legs ; and one of the officers remarked to
us, seriously. that as we had now our piece of fun out, there were
to be no more such tricks.

Off we scampered to consult old Daddy what was to be done
next, as we had been positively ordered not to meddle any more
with the dogs. ‘Put the pigs in mouraing,’ he said. All our crape was
expended by this time; but this want was soen supplied by men
whose trade it is to discover resources in difficulty. Witha
generous devolion to the cause of public spirit, one of these
Juvenile mutineers pulled off his black handkerchief, and tearing
it in pieces, gave a portion to each of the circle, and away we
all started to put into practice this new suggestion of our director-
general of mischief.  The row which ensued in the pig-sty was
prodigious—for in those days, hogs were allowed a place on
board a-mun-of-war,—a custom most wisely abolished of late
years since nothing can be more out of character with any ship
than such nuisances. As these matters of taste and cleanliness
were nothing fo us, we did not intermit our noisy labour till
every one of the grunters had his armlet of such crape as we had
been able to muster.  We then watched our opportunity, and
opened the door so as (o let out the whole herd of swine on the
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main-deck, just at o moment when a group of the oflicers were
standing on the fore part of the quatter deck.  OF course, the
hiberated pigs, delighted with their ticedon, pacsedin review
under the very nose of our supcriors, cach with his mourning
knot displuyed, grunting or squealing aleng, ss ifit was their ex-
press object to attract attention to their domeetic sorrow for the
loss of Shukings. The oflicers were excessively provoked,as they
could not help secing thaut all this was affuiding cotertainment, at
their cxpense, to the whole crew; for, although the men took no
part in this touch of insnbordination, they were ready ecnough, in
those idle times of the weary,weary peace, to cutch ut any species
of distraction or devilry,no matter what,to compensate for the loss
of their wontced occupation of pommelling their enemies. The
matter, therefore, necessarily became rather serious ;and the
whole gang of us being scot for onthe quarter-deck, we were
ranged in a line cach with his toes at the edge of a plank accord-
ing to the orthodox fushion of these gregarious scoldings, techni-
cally called, ¢ toe-the-line matches.” We were then givea to
understand that our proceedings were impertinert, and. after the
arders we had received, high'v offensive. It was with much
difficulty that either party could keep their ccuntenances during
this official lecture, for, while it w.< «oing ra, the sailors were
endeavouring, by the direction of the ofticers, to remove the bits
of silk from the legs of the pigs. If, however, it be diflicult—
as most difficult we found it—to put a hog into mourning, it is a
job ten times more troublesome to take him out again. Such at
least is the fair inference from these two experiments ; the only
one perhaps on record—for it cost halfthe morningto undo
what we had done in less than an hour—to say nothing of the
unceasing and outrageous uproar which took place along the
decks, especially under the guns, and even under the coppers,
forward in the galley, where two or three of the youngest pigs
hal wedged themselves, apparently resolved to dic rather than
submit to the degradation of being deprived oftheir mourning.
All this was very creditable to the memory of poor Shakings ; but,
in the course of the day, the realsecret of this extraordinary diffi-
culty of taking a pig out of mourning was discovered. Two of
the mids were detected in the very fact of tying on a bit of black
bunting to theleg of a sow, from which the seamen declared they
had alceady cut off crape and silk enough to have made her a
complete suit of bluck.  As soon as these fresh offences were
reported, the whole party of us were ordered to the mast-head
as a punishment.  Some were sent to sit on the topmast cross-
trees, some to the top-gallant yard-arms, and one small gentleman
being perched at the jib-boom end, was very properly balanced
_abaft by another little culprit at the extremity of the gaff. In this
predicament we were hung out to dry for six or eight hours, as
old Daddy remarked to us with a grin, when we were called down
as the night fell.
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Our persevering friend, being rather provoked at the punish-
ment ol his young lock, now set to work to discover e real fute
ol Shakings. 1t soon occurred to him, that if the dog had really
been made awuy with, as he shrewdly suspected, the butcher, in
all probabihity, must have had a hand in his murder ; accordingly,
he sent for the man in the eyening, when the following dialogue
took place :—* Well, butcher will you huve a glass of grog to-
night ¢ Thaunk you, sir, thank you.” *i{ere’s your honour’s
health ! said the other, wfter smoothing down his hair, and pulling
an immense quid of tobacco out of his mouth. Old Daddy ob-
served the peculiar relish with which the butcher took his glass ;
and mixing another, a good deal more potent, placed it before the
fellow, and continued the conversation in these words, ¢ 1 tell you
what it is, Mr. Butcher—you are as humane 2 man as any in the
ship, I dare say : but, if required, you knaw well, that you must
do yourduty, whether it is upon sheep or hogs 7’ * Surely, sir.’
¢ Or upon dogs, either 7’ suddenly asked the inquisitor. ¢ 1 don’t
koow about that,’ stummered the butcher, quite taken by sarprise,
and thrown all aback. * Well—well,’ said Daddy, ¢ here’s ano-
ther glass for you—a siiff northwester.  Come ! tell us all about
it now. How did youget rid of the dog—of Shukings, ! mean ?’
* Why sir,’ ¢aid the peaching rogue, ¢ I put him in a bag--a bread
bag, ¢ir.’ ¢ Well!—what then 7’ * I ticd up the mouth and put
him overboard—out of the midship lower deck port sir.” ¢ Yes-—
but he would not sink ?” said Duddy. ¢ Oh,sir,” cried the butcher
now entering fully into the merciless spirit of his trade. ¢ I puta
four-and-twenty-pound shot into the bag ulong with Shakings.’
* Did you 7—Then, Master Butcher, all that 1 can say is, you are
as precious a rascal a3 ever went about unhanged. ‘There—
driok yourgrog, and be off with you !’ Next morning, when the
officers were assembled at breakfast, in the ward-room, the door
ofthe captain of marines’ cabin was suddenly opened, and that
officer, half shaved, and laughing through a collar of soap-suds,
stalked out with a paper in his hand. ¢ Here,” he exclaimed, ¢ is
a copy of verses, which [ found just now in my basin. 1 can’t
tell how they got there, nor what they are about :—but you shall
judze.?  So he read the following stanzas of doggerel : —

VWhen the Northern Confed’racy threatins our shores,
And roused Albion’s lion, reclining to sleep,
Preservation was taken of all the King's stores,
Not so much as a RorE YARN was launched in the deep.

But now it is peace, cther hopes are in view,
Apd all active service as light as a feather,
The storms may be —— and humanity too,
For SmarinGs and sHoT are thrown o’erboard together !

1 need hardly say in what quarter of the ship this biting morsel of
cock-pit satire was concocted, nor indeed who wrote it, for there
was no one but our good Daddy who was equal to such a flight.
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t
About midnight, an urchir—who shall be cimeless—was thrus
ont of one of the after-ports of the lower deck, from whicli he
clambered up to the marine officer’s port, and the sash hoppeniry
to have been lowered down on the gun, the epigram, copied by
another of the youngsters, was pitched into the soldier’s basin.
The wisest thing would have been for the cofiicers to huve saul
nothing about the matter, and ‘et it blow by.  But angry peopic
are seldom judicious—so they made a formal complaint to the
captain, who, to do him justice, was not a little puzzled Low to
settle the affair.  T'he reputed author, however, was called up,
and the captain said to him—¢ Pi sy, sir, are you the writer of
these lines » ¢ I am, sir,’ he replied, after a little coasideration.
¢ Then--all [ can say is,’ remarked the captain, *they are clever
enough, in their way—but take my advice, and write no more
such verses.” So the affuir ended.  The satirist took the cap-
tain’s hint in good part, and confined his pen to topics below the

" surface of the water.

THE RATS AND MICE.
A FABLE OF TIE DAYS OF AING ARTIIUR.
Addressed to his Grace the Duke of Wellington.—-By L. L. Bulwcr.

THERE was a time when Rats and Mice combined
To form one state against the feline kind ;

Tho® few the rats, and many were the mice,

The state was governed by the rats® advice ;
Strong were their teeth, and dangerous their claws,
And most severe upon the cats, their laws.

Well sped our aristocracy of rats,

They laughed at snare, and triumphed o'er the cats ;
They warr'd with glory, and they lived in ease,

And filled the treasury with a world of cheese.

The states—the weasels with admiring gaze

Beheld, and lavished on our state, their praise :

Oft would they cry— ¢ no Commonwealth is great
Where ratsand Freedom govern not the state !

And for the Rats, we must in truth coofess,

That vulgar fame outstripped not their success :
‘I'heir sage controul--their plump conditions speak—
Their sides how covered, and their skins how sleek.
They kaew no toil—the mice their burrows made,
For the rat’s pleasure was the Mousos trade, .
His moral duty was the ch:ese to find,

And the rat spared the littlc wretch—the rind,

But if the mouse shouid chanc., nnbid, to sup—
They called a jury, and they eat hin. up.

So far-—so good—the mice, an humble race,

Worked on, and owned the justice of th e case.
irured to toil they only asked to carn

I'lain food and holes to live in, in return !

By slow degrees, howc’er, and timces of peace,

The rats and mice toe numerously increase.
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The zencral commerce not increasing too,

The mice seemed hungry, and the rats loaked blue v
The mice in turn grew lamentably thinner,

And rals—poor creatures—miss'd their cream at dioner.
Persius hath told us how the dullest brute

Is made by hunger, knowing ani acute.

And a pinched stomach Lest—we must admit—
Gives voice to parrots, aud to lawyers wit.

E‘en thus our mice grew reasaners with their state,
And want of dining brought abeut debate,

¢ We found the cheeses which our rulers carve,

We filled the state with plenty —yet we starve !

Why this ?

¢ Hu<h balbler!” quath an ancient mousr,

¢ The rats are sitting, let us ack the housel?

They reached the scm(e where the rats were met,
To see what cheeses should be soonest eat,

The temnpting piles the: lesser vermin saw,

And their mouths wafcring washed away thair awe.
“ Behold !* they cried, ¢ how fleshicss we have grown.
And be that ch?ese—-th’\t Gloucester checse our own !*
* Baselevellers!® cried arat; * urgrateful ones,
That cheese is cstined for our younger sons.?

* Forgive our prayer ! the mice, appald, rcphed
¢ And grant—that Stilton on the other side.’

¢ Blasyheming reprobates ! that cheese is theirs

Who serve the great rat with their weekly prayers.”
‘The mice were shocked--* that Cheskire, noble rats,’-—
¢ We keep in casc of danger from the cats.’

¢ Enough !* the mice rophed with fainting vaoice ;

* Give what you please, we leave to ycu he choice.?
¢ To us--tisright—-tis wise,’ the ratsreturn ;

* Our love for mice you have not now to learn.

We hare done all we could the times to meet,
Weve taken off the duty upon meat.

We've lowered the price of butter long ago,

And creamis now scarcetaxed at a!l, you know,
‘Three rats too highly paid we did discard

Last week ; we've just reduced the daily guard !

In short, we have done all within the law

To meet your wishes ; Gentlemen withdraw,?

¢ Sir Rats ! replied a mouse, * though this be truc,
Alas! with meat we mice have uou»ht to do.
Or taxed or free, to us a baseless dream

The hope of butter, or the thought of crcam.

As for the rest, you mu*t 1 thmk perccive

You do your Lord-hnps-«not your mice---relieve.?
The rats waxed wonderous wrath at this reply,

Aund some suggested that the mice should dic;

But on one hand, the creatures though o small,
Were strong in numbers, nor would tamely fall.
And ou the other---when in due control,
The plagurs were vastly useful on the whole.

>Twas not the case where force is wiscly shown,

We can't at all times give for bread a stone.

The rats most sagely, thereforc checked their irc,
And answered, * Well ! what is it you desire ?
We've done our best--- nor can contend with Fate.
Aud all this cheese is wanted for the state ;

You would not steal it I"--.¢ Steal it sirs, replied
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The little Hampden on the starving side---

¢ Steal it !—alas ! it is not wk who steal

From the fat larders of the public weal ;

But just to quite convince us nothing there—~

To our distress--the public wants may sparc;
Grant us the right, these stores that we collect—
Nay—not to eat—but, like yourselves—inspect.
Oh ! could we send our delegates, no doubt

Some crumbs of comfort they would ferrct out ;
For rate, | fear how kind soc’er this house,

Take vicws for mice guite different from a mouse !*
On this a RAT in many a war well known,

Bold, wary, sage,and hoary in renown:

More versed indeed, 'twas sometimes said politely,
To beard a cat than carve a Stilton rightly ;
Better in camps than council, but of late

Raised to control, and not defend the state,

With all the patriot sparkling in his eyes,

Starts up and thus indignantly replies :

¢ O idle theorists or rebellious rogues !

Dupes, dreamers, drivellers, dunces, demagogues.
Think you the rats to humbug, and enlist *em
Against the glories of the present system ?

What raised this happy nation to its height ?
What brought such phalanxed heroes to the fight 2
What, when our valour won returning ease,
Heaped all our treasuries with such loads of cheese ?
What made us grow so famous and sofat?

What fired the nations with the name of rat ?
What favoured virtue ? what subjected vice?
What—but our mode of representing mice 2
Never, inall MY studies through the page

Which lights the present by a former age,

Seemed any rats thus lucky in inventing

The noble system of mouse representing.

He ceased, and warming with the glorious theme,
Cooled his gray whisier in a bowl of cream.
Amid the ¢ hears’ of the applauding house,
Replied the weak voice of onr hungry mouse,

¢ Your reasoning may for rats indeed suffice,

Bat, O great sir ! you yuite forget the mice.’

[{n the above satire on English habits,and late’events, the Rats
represent the aristocracy, the Mice the people, and the Cats fo-
reign enemies.}

THE SCHOOLMASTER.
BY J. G. WHITTIFR.

JereMian Pave was a short, round personage, with a quick, I
had almost said a spiteful, little grey eye—a bald head in front,
and a short, stiffcue bebind. He was awonderful man to look
at, and his history was uo less so than his person. At one period of
it he was the village schoolmaster; a rare pedagogue and learned
being—it is said not only familiar with Dilworth’s Spelling-book

vOL. 1. D
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and the Pslater, Lut also with such difficult mathemalical prob-
lems as arc comprehended in the elementary principles of Pike’s
Arithmetic. It mny be readily supposed that such a ripe and
rare scholar would not be suffered to remain long in obscurity.
His talents were not of an order ** to blush unseen,™ and accord-
ingly in his fortieth year, he was honored with the office, and en-
riched with the emoluments appertaining to no less a dignity than
a justice of the peace.

But we are getting ahead of our story, and, with the reader’s
permission, we will go back a few years, and introduce him to the
wife of Master Paul.  She, too, was an uncommon character—a
great,good natured, handsome romp,who used to attend school on
purpose, to use her own phrase, ** to plague Master Jerry.”” And
verily she was a plague! She used to bounce in and out whenever
she pleased—she pinched the boys, inked the faces of the girls,
and finally to such a pitch did her audacity arrive, that she even
presumed to Jay hands on the nicely powdered cue of the dominie
himself'!

Jeremiah was leaning over his desk in a musing attitude, engaged
in a profound mathematical calculation respecting the probable
value of the tenant of his land-lord’s pig-stye, when this outrage
took place. Ile had already placed the cubject in haif a dozen
different attitudes before his mind’s eye, and was just on the
point of committing his lucubrations to the fragment of a slate
upon which his elbow was resting, when a vigorous Jerk at the
hairy appendage of his pericranium started him bolt upright in
aninstant, and drew from him a cry not unlike that of the very
animal which was the subject of his ecientific cogitations.

Jeremiah did not swear—he was an exemplary and church-
going pedagogue—but his countenance actsally blackened with
rage and anguish as he gazed hurriedly and sternfy around him,and
the ill suppressed laughter of his disciples, added nota little to
his chagrin. ¢ Who?—~who?—who?—who?—1 say!”> He could
articulate no more. He was choked with passion.

** That ere great ugly girl there, who pioches me so,” said a
little ragged urchin, with a streaked face.

Jeremiah confronted the fair delinquent; but it was plain from his
mananer, that he had much rather have undertaken the correction
of his whole school beside, wnan that of the incorrigible offender
in quesiion. His interrogating glance was met by alyok in
which it wauld have heen difficult to say whether good nature or
impudence predo ninated.

* Did you m<ddle with my cue 7" said the dominie; but his
voice trembled; his situation was peculiarly awkward.

% ]—J—what do you suppose 1 want with your cue? and a
queer smile played along her pretty mouth—for a pretty one
she bad; and what is more, the dominie himself thought so.

Jeremiah saw that he was about to lose his authority—he hem-
med twice—shook his head at such of the rogues as were laugh-
ing immoderately at their master’s perplexity, and reaching his



The Sckoalmaster. 27

hand to his ferule, said, “ Give me your hand, miss?’ His heart
misgave him as he spoke.

The fuir white hand was instantly proffcred, and as gently too
as that of a modern belle at a cotitlion party. Jeremiah took it
—it was 8 pretty hand, a very pretty hand~—and then her face—
there was something in jls expression which seldom failed to
disarm the pedadogue’s anger. lle looked first at her hand,
then at her face, so expressive of a roguish confidence; and then
at bis ferule—a rude heavy instrument of torture, aliogether un-
fit to hold companionship with the soft fair hand held in durance
before him.

Never, in all the annals of his birchen anthority, had Jeremi-
ah Paul experienced such perplexity.  He lifted his right haad
two or three several times, and as often withdrew it.

“ You will not strike me,’” said the girl.

There was an artless confideace in these words, and the tone in
which they were uttered,that went to the very heart of the peda-
gogue. Like Mark Antony before the beautiful Cleopatra, or the
fierce leader of the Volacii before his own Virginia—the dominie
relented.

«If I pardon you for this offence, will you conduct yourself more
prudently in future?”

¢ | hope I shall,” said the hopeful young lady, and the master
evinced his affectionate solicitude for the welfare of his pupil by
pressing the hand he had imprisoned; and the fair owner express-
ed her gratitude for such condescension by rewurning the pres-
sure.

They were married just six months afterwards.  So much for
fenity in school discipline.

EXHIBITION Of PICTURES.
Dalhousie College--1831.

In commencing our veolume for 1830, we had the pleasure of
noticing a first exhibition of Piclures in Dalhousie College, Halifax:
in this first number of our second volume, we have the additional
satisfaction of recording, and remarking on, asecond exhibition at
the same place. The pleasure we feel arises, not so much from
the excellence of the specimens, and the delight which such sub-
Jects impart to lovers of beauty, as in the beliefthat liberal studies
cannot be adopted and persevered in, without zenerally exalling
the students, and through them, in a certaia degree, the communi-
ty in which they live. T'o become painters requires a perception
and a taste, and a nurtariogof idess, which are all at variance with
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vulgarity of mind oraction : when so muny youth then, in 0 small
a community, have simultaneously courted the lovely art, and have
shown themselves not unsuccessful wooers, may we not hope that
the impulfse will not be lost, that the generation which is about to
il active places insociety will be more refined, in the best sense
of the word, than those who resign their posts to them ; and if so,
will not the good be visible through a thousand ramifications, as
a sfone cast into water occasions a multiplicity of circles, each
wider and less distinct than its forerusner, but all beautiful snd
receiving existence from the central impulse ? T'his Jast exhibition
seems to us eminently creditable to Halifux ; and we very much
doubt whether any third or fourth rate town in the old country
- could preduce so wmany and so good specimens, the produce of the
place of exhibition. We eay third or fourth rate town, because Ha-
lifax in point of population cannot rank higher,if so high ; it has been
fashionable to make light of the society and productions of our own
metropalis, but we imagine that the satirists compare it with stand-
ards which are too exalted. Divide the 1500,000 of London into
pottions of 13,000 each, giving each section a shave of the common
talent, and we should have no fear of pitting the 13000 of Halifax
against any one section, either us respects, spirit, or general abili-
ty ; particularly if the opportunities of each are taken into account.

We proceed to notice the esbibition, briefly ; in doingte we
will pass many worthy of remark, and dwell on those which most
attracted our altention ; we may give our slight meed of praise to
some which were excelled by others, for we intend not to judge by
comparison ; and we may presume to find fault, when perhaps il
41l the circumstances were known, we should encourage and com-
mend. Wemay offend a faw by our strictures, bat such sensitive-
ness neither argues wisdom, nor proper confidence : ifthe remarks
arce just, the amateurs of paiating should benefit by hints coming
from any quarter ; if they are not just, they will notbe like nails
stuck in sure places; they will pot altet the opinion of judges of the
art, and will not {essen the value of the ;mic!ee rewmarkedon : in
any case, whether we presume to censure or praise, whether
our remarks be right or wrong, their inlention is pure, and their
object good.
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“No. 7. Macneapy as MacseTs, seems a paltry composition,
whatever its valuec as a portrait may be.  Recollect the picture
which Shakespeare draws of the tyrant : —Mucbeth driven to des-
peration in the battle, and tempted by the disastrous position of
his affuirs, thinks of fulling on his own sword, but discards the
suggestion, and resolves to deal hisblows the more fiercely on bis
enemies. In this mood he is encouatered by his great antagoaist,
Macduff, and being urged to single combat, or else to yield and
“ be the guze and show o’ the time,” he exclaims in a paroxysm:

Pl not yield,
To kiss the ground before young Malcolm’s feet,
And to be baited with the rabble’s curse.
Tho Birpam wood be come to Dunsinane,
And thou opposed, being of no woman born,
Yet I will try the last: before my body

Ithrow my warlike shield : lay on Macdoff;
And d—4 be bim that first cries, hold, enough.”

How has the painter embodied this fiery conception of the poet ?
why Mr. Macbeth is as tame looking a geotleman as need be ; his
lips are parsed vp like those of an offended coquet, instead of be-
ing apart, and foaming like those of the unfuriated and thundering
hero ; his eyes are raised as if he were going to attack a bird, not
a man ; the stalworth monarch has a bust too diminitive for a well
made spinster ; and to finish the blundering study of a floundering
braia, e has no shield before his warlike body ! and his sword is
sundrawn amid the heat of his last battle !'! Think of the energetic
attitudes and expressions of Kean or Macready, while represent.-
ing the tyrant in his extremity—bis life set upon acast, and he at
once defying natural and sopernatural powers, and flinging his
whole soul into the combat~-think of thie, and then look on No. 7,
and you can easily appreciate the abortion. We gpeak of it as a
puiating from Shakespeare, not as the likeness of a demare, smock-
faced, big-beaded and po-bodied elderly gentleman: it may be
good in its latter capacity ; it is superlatively bad according to its
pretensions.—Janes Foreman, Esq. by Dr. Grigor. (No. 8,) gave
much pleasure, it was universally acknowledged an excellent like-
uness, with perhaps too much of caricature quaintness in its expres-
sion.—Tuey Cascaterres or Trvorr, by Miss M. Merris, (No. 11,)
is a very difficult subject, executed in 1 manner highly creditable
to the pupil.  Thetrees, sheet of water, and ruins, exhibit much
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ncatness and command of pencil, with a very pleasing appropriate
regard to delicate delincation.— A Crucirix, by J. Hankes, (No. 12)
although good in many particulars, conveys no iden of a dead body
being the subject. In foreshortning the thigh, the leg is allowed to
be of full dimensions, which gives a clumsy appearance to the fi-
gure.~VuE pE SkervIN, by Mr. Davis, (No. 16) is a clear clean
characteristic picture of the sea coast.—Forying & Treaty, by
Mr. Davis, (No. 18,) This reminds of the picture from which
it is copied, and which was exhibited last year ; and well as we
can recollect, it is so gnod a copy that the original is scarcely
wanted.—Dzeap Gaug, by Miss Bowman, (24,) exhibits much art
and taste, employed on a bad subject ; one which neither addresses
itself to the fancy or the ruemory; the only excellence of which
it is capable is tame imitation. Dead Game and Fruit pieces,
perhaps, should he painted by those only who can paint nothing
else.—PresipenTs oF Aueries, (No. 26 to 30,) Five ogres called
after republican worthies. They appear like unnatarally large
heads, carved on unnaturally large pumpkins ; things forced in a
hot house, sappy and spongy ! and on which you could make no-
thing but a distorted likeness of the humun face divine.—A Mur-
atro Boy, by Lieut. Davis, (No. 33,) An acknowledged good like-
ness, but why make the back ground, sky and all, mulatto too ?
The spot on Lady Mackbeth’s hand, to her imagination, could
make the green sea one red—so Mungo’s face in Mr. Davis’s eye,
makes the blue heaven one brown.—WinperMERE Lake, by Mrs.
Grigor, (No. 36,) The charming picture of which this is a copy
is well supplied by it ; to those who recollect the exhibition of
Jast year this will be apparent, and sufficient.—CLEARING UP OF
4 SuoweR, (No. 37) lessens the character which the young pain-
ter had acquired by her beautiful pencil-sketches : it shows the
folly, either, of attempting too much, or of exhibiting failures.
Who that recollects the spirited pencillings of animal life by the
same hand, but regrets that she lent her name to the overgrown
mutton which stretches itself on the foreground of 37 ? The land
and sky, as illustrating the title is all a whimsie, but the fair co-
piest, perhaps, is not to blame for this.—Ruassits, (No. 39,) A
copy we imagine from the spirited pencilling 223, and a failure.—
Mooxvient, Mr, Davis, (No. 12,) A design full of poetry, execu-
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ted by a painter : ¢ how solt the moonbeams slecp, on tower, and
sail and sea.”” Ilas not the mass of cloud overhead, too much the
character of the drop curtain of a theatre 2—Tue Arostres, (No.
48 to 59,) The epistles and gospels would read just as weil if the
imagination had not these helps, particularly the unpleasing cari-
cature called St. Peter.—~Cinizescoox, by Mr. T. Akins, (No 63,)
This picture was not well situated for examination. It is no small
addition to its excellencies, and no weuak excuse for its defects, to
say, that it is a study from nature by ayoung pupil. The colour-
ing of the back ground, land, water and sky, is particularly pleas-
ing and chaste ; the foreground is too heavy and monoton-
ous ; of a bad colour and very deficient in animation. A heavy
heap of dirty earth, which rises without reason or use, is
asad introduction to a light and elegant scene beyond : the old
masters knew this, and avoided it ; look on any of their produc-
tions and the fact will appear strongly. Had the rising foreground
been of a betler green, or of a green at all—had it, even with its
present gamboge colour, been enlivened by any thing animate or
inanimate, it might be a bhelp, not a clog, to the very delicately
tinted scene in the distance : as itie, the landscape appears to as
much disadvantage, as a beautiful female should, if she were seen
leaning over a ¢ dry stane dyke,’ instead of a marble balustrade.
While alluding to what we suppose defects, we would mention the
composition of the picture as a whole, its appearance to a quick
glance of the eye, and in this respect, is there not a too formal
and unpleasing division of the canvas, one half being devoted to
the earth, the other to the ¢ky ? The want of balance in the
landscape, introduces stiff unpicturesque corners, formed by the
horizon and the frame ; which seems the reverse of graceful com-
position : in support of this opinion, we would again refer to those
masters, whose productions are acknowledged standard models.
These remarks are bestowed on this painting, not to depreciate
it, or to offend the painter, but because its gencral excellencies
attracted more particular atlention, and being an original study
errors were more easily avoided, or more easily fallen into, ac-
cording to the education of the eye, than in following a copy.
This Painter seems particularly happy in the delicate tinges of his
sky and water and distant land ; there is a charming harmony in
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these paits of his pictures ; he colours generally well, and he
knows how to luy by his pencil when enough is done ; there is
little, if any, appearance of etraining at effect, in his painting : ond
a further and striking proof of bis good taste is, that his own com-
positions exhibit his excellencies, more strongly than his copies
from the works of others.—Tne Crrcirixion; Mr. Davis, (No.65)
An original compasition, on a large scale ; it represents the bill of
Calvary, and the city of Jerusulem, at the time when *¢ there was'
darkness over all the land,” when ‘“the veil of the temple was
rent in twain, and the earth did quake, and the rocks rent.” The
magnitude of this subject will be readily allowed, and will excite
expectations not easily satisficd. Perbaps this composition might
be considered bold and poetic, did not our imaginations of the
scene surpass all attempts at imitation ; did not the cavalier free-
dom with which those most sublime subjects are treated, occasion
offence. On a shelving rock in the foreground, is represented
the group of women who followed the Saviour in his sufferings ;
among them, we know the Virgin Mary is intended, and this mys-
terious personage,who has had the best pencils of earth devoted pa-
tiently to her service, is not at all depicted in No. 65! a few
loose touches give adistant group of women, and the Virgin Mary
i3 one of these ! Jerusalem, also, of which we imagine such glori-
ous things, does not, nor couldit be expected in such a composition,
bear out our anticipations of the city of David : while the matchless
temple of Solomon, appears aslender and confused heap, not far
from Golgotha, and in full view of that accursed hill! And what
is the appearance on Calvary, that most intense part of the scene,
the crucifixion, where a God is raised in torture between heaven
and earth ?—Why from a multitude of coarsly painted and party-
coloured specks, after some examination we discover, that three
wminiature crosses arise! and on one of these we are to suppose
that the Saviour is suspended ! for, the picture is entitled the cru-
cilixion !—Each of those particulars would form a study in itself,
a study which a profound master alone should aitempt ; when
massed together by an amateur, by a pupil, that a partial failure
is the result nced not surely be wondered at. e would also
remark, that the sky seems not in good keeping with the scenc,
the distant clouds are stupidly dense, not exhibiting the fearfully
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animated gloom of the tempest and the earthquake: while the
scud overhead is jogged and torn, hut still #tiff, reminding one
strongly of the tattered sails on the spirs of a wrecked vessel. Nei.
ther is the sun obscured enough to allow the lightning its full effect:
by the bye, if there were darkness overall the land, would the sun
have been so visible? Ifthe sun were as visible as here represented,
could the scene below be so indistinct and gloomny ? to have the
great luminary of day visible amid darkness, may be a new thought,
we question whether a vulgar every day world are prepared for its
reception. A sun much less obscured than it is in a Nova Scotia
fog, clouds of darkest midnight, and a city scene only illuminated
by lightning, is a bold conception ; but we expect that freedom in
painting as well as in politics may sometimes run into licentious-
ness : if the painter of the Crucifixion doubts the wild luxuri-
ance of his genious, we would ask him ¢ what is his Moonlight like,
No. 107?°—A View or Havtrax rrom tE N. E., by Mr. Akins,
(No. 66 ) This pictare has the excellencies and defects of No. 63.
Its defects are chiefly in its foreground, which is too yellow, un-
graceful, and tame. The view is takem from the rear of
the windmill below Dartmouth ; why not choose the mill and its
adjacent cottages, well delineated, as a bold foreground for the
picture ? During the summer months a richer or prettier home
scene need not be sought, and could hardly be found; yet we here
find its richest capabilities, as an adjuuact to the distant view,
completely lost. 'The grace and delicacy of the scenein the dis-
tance, is characteristic of this young gentlemen’s excellent style of
colouring such parts ; a want of finish and harshaess of touch may
be visible in the depicting of Halifax and the Islands, but the
picture, as 63, was removed too far for accurate inspection. The
general taste displayed in the sketches from nature, by this pupil,
induce more lengthy and critical, perhaps hypercritical, remarks
than we would else make. [We would in extenuation of our
probable inaccuracies, mention, that it is from memory alone, now
nearly a month after the exhibition, that this and the following
pictures are noticed. ]

We would glance most favourably, in passing, at No. 67, The
voLr. II. L
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Portratr or o Horse—69, The Sick Cuausrr—179, A Carn,
but when we arrive at 82 we pause. Hgaps or Tne Rovar Fawiny,
{No. 82to 86.) Here are tive sheets of drawing paper spoiled, by
disgusting libels on the personal beauty of the Royal family of
England. That a boy might make such misshapen caricature
copies from good engravings, may be readily imagined ; but why
exhibit the melancholy malformations, and label them with the
most respected names of English modern history ? * The talented
young artist (as his own advertisements have it!) shounld have lait
those hasty exercises of his pencil, one on the other, and then ap-
plied bis scissors most unsparingly right and left te the mass: in
doing so he would have saved if not added to his cutting fame, and
he need not fear in dissecting his heads, that he should mar a line
which belong to the Royal Family, any more than to any five
stupid looking sots which might be chosen from any community
under the crown. No. 89, A PorTrarT, appeared an exceedingly
clever copy of a picture exhibited last year. 91, A FricaTe very
pleasing. 93, Garenwica HospiTaL,a chaste clear, clever painting,
but disappoints as a view of the splendid retreat of the veteran
tars of England. 97, A bad imitation of three prettily dressed wax
dalls, placed in attitudes ; named after three young ladies—why ?
Tae Goipen Ack, Mr. Hankes, (No. 99,) A very anima-
ted picture which pleased much : but how could a naked infant
playing with golden fishes in an arbour, be assimilated to Miranda,
cheering her father with her smiles, when they were abandoped
to a wild sea in a leaky Loat ? To this passage in the « Tempest,”
the lines, appended to the picture in the catalogue, refer. ¢ Oh!
a cherubim thou wert,” &c.—A Lanpscare, by Miss Foreman,
(No. 108.) Singularly good copy of a picture by Titian ; the an~
tique mellow appearance of this fine painting excited much re-
mark.—A Boronomaster’s Wire, by Miss Bowman, (No. 118,)
An excellent copy, in which the spirit of the original is well pre-
served. Evening, by Mr. Akins, (No. 120,) In the catalogue the
following lines are annexed to this painting :--

¢ And on the happy shore a temple still,
Of small and delicate proportion, keeps,
Upon a mild declivity of hill,

In memory of thee ; beneath it sweeps
Thy curreut’s calmness.”
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Painters who embody poetry must be judged in some measure by
the model which they choose. In the above lines we have a picture
by Byron, of the bank of a favorite river, In 120, the temple, of
small and delicate proportions,dwindles into a clumsy portico,which
scarcely gets room to appear at the extremity of a marshy flat ; the
mild declivity of hill may be sought for from half a dozen abrupt
eminences ; and the current which * tells its babbling tales” to
the water lilies, is represented by a lakeish looking piece of dull
water.  There must be a portion of Shakespenr's or Milton’s or
Byron’s spirit, in those who successfully give ' form and pressure”
to their written pictures. Masters in poetry cannot be meode
foils to their copyists, any more than masters in painting ; yet
quotations seem frequently taken merely to heighten the effect of
a picture, and to supply thoughts which the painter felt himself
weak to express with his pencil. In painting from the page or
the canvass of masters, your model must be in some measure re-
peated, renewed, else the spirit of the original will continually
haunt the copy, condemning it by the comparison which is thus in-
duced. Taux Craore, by Mr. Davis, (No. 122,) A finely work-
ed, and well finished copy from Rembrandt; it represents the in-
terior of an ancient Dutch edifice, where two women sit over the
cradle of an infant. A Piuirosoemer 1v mis Stupy, by Mrs. Har-
ris, (No. 127,) would form an excellent and worthy companion to
*s the Cradle,” or to the * Forming a Treaty,” No. 18. A Sza
Piece, by Miss Richardson, (No. 128,) A very characteristic and
neatly touched scene, the water seemed particularly well painted.
Passing by some good originals, in the Small Room, we come to a
picture in water colours—Conway CasTLE, by Lieut. Ford, which
is exceedingly pleasing, chaste and picturesque ; with every de-
sign of the artist fully expressed. Sunser 1x Nova-Scoria, and
the ExcuanTep IsLanp, scem a  couple of fantasies embodied.
The card-rack figures in the latter add Lttle to the painter’s fame.
Ross 1v Monmoutnsnine, by Miss Jeffrey, is a good copy, of a dif-
ficult subject, from a beautiful picture which was exhibited last
year.—A CoTTacE, by the same hand, fully bears out our opinion
of last year respecting a small piclure, by Miss Jefirey. The same
—-orincreased——clearness, neatness, vividness of colour (perhapg
to an estreme) and gracefulness of detail which pleased before,
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are visible in this.  PonTRaits of Docs, by Mr. Davis, s well
painted, but badly grouped, we would advise that the old garment
—which is suspended over one of the dogs, and which at a short
distance seems to unnaturally elongate his figure—should be taken
down speedily as possible.—Several other pictures by pupils de-
mand attention and applause, but we are forced to c.ose our re-
marks, having merely as we stated at first, noticed those which
bappened to attract most, and the peculiarities of wbich were best
stamped on the memory.  Of pictures not by pupils, some por-
traits—excellent likenesses—by Mr. Valentine, are worthy of
most honourable mention.  Perhaps his complexions are too
made. The portraits of Mr. Vest, and Mr. Scott~-which might
be known the length of a street distant—have equally vivid clear
complexions ; Venus, rising from the sea might be content with a
skin similarly transparent.  Perhapsthe fact of having adopted
this standard complexion, has partly occasioned the picture of
Andromecha~—where a departure was necessary—to be so life-
Jessly insipid. A resident artist of Mr. Valentine’s abilities is no
small honour to Halifax ; we believe that many with less talent, as
portrait painters, have arisen to much note, and very profitable
employ in older communities.—~Cows, by Fisher, Mapame De
VaLeNGeRr, Crossing THE Broox, and an Ancer’s Heap, seemed
to us beautiful original specimens of the art.

We congratulate Halifax on the improvement of its taste as
developed by this second exhibition. We would fain hope that the
metropolis and the Province will advance regularly and rapidly,
careful, while the staples of life are pursued, to secure as much of
the rational elegancies and graces of existence as opportunity may
allow. Man wag not intended to be a mere eating, drinking and
sleeping animal ; every proper grasp at intellectual refinement is
becoming his noble grade in creation, and helps to expand and
mature that soul, the education of which,we are told,will advance
during the ages of eternity. How many are insensible to the value
and properties of this mysterious creation in their own breast !
and who live and act, as if tbe mere animal frame were
the alpha and omega of their existence. If we wish that
intelligence and intellectual enjoyment, should keep sordidness
and sensuality in check, we sbould encourage the liberal Arts next
to Morality and Religion.



37

JAMES FENIMORE COOPER.

Asoxc the frequenters of circulating libraries, andiudeed in
literary coteries of all kinds, Mr. Cooper is generally designated
‘ the great American Novelist.”  When the name o) o writer
becomes in this manaer identified with that of his country, he
may feel sufficiently assured of the permanency of his reputation.
He may, with perfect safety, fea.e his fame to take care of
itself.,  His is no fleeting or narrow renown ; it is associated with
his ¢ land’s language.”

We are not hazarding much in saying, that no writer ever pos.
sessed the advantages enjoyed by the author of The Spy, on his
first outset iu literary life.  The very peculiarity of his situation
rendered it next to impossible for him to fuil in charming that
large poction of the English people denominated the nevel-
readers. We were, indeed at that time, as we have contiuved
ever since, a nation of aovel-readers. Scott had set his seal upon
us. The author of ¢ Waverley,”—the great Napolean of
novelists,—had conquered the country, from one end of it to the
other. Nothing, then, could be more fortunate as regards time;
and as to place, what region could be so pregnant with interest,
or what subject so calculated to gratify the cravings of an excited
curiosity as America?—a ccuntry which had bitherto been
considered alike destitute of writers and readers,—whese soil
bad been pronounced, by the learncd in these maftters, o be
essentially unfavourable to the growth of genius,—and in which
one would no more think of looking for the golden graces of
literature, thaa for dancers among the Dutch. ~ Aa Esquimaux
poet, brought over by Captain Parry, could hardly have excited
more wonder than the ** great American Novelist,” when he
made his first appearance in Europe. The world fell into a
fit of admiration at the ficst sign of a genius on the barrea waste
of America, and stared at it, as the bewildered Crusoe did at
Friday’s footmark on the sand.

But in addition to these lesser advantages, the Novelist enjoyed
the grand and al} suflicing one that arises from un enlire originalily
of subject.  The field that lay opea before hinv was not merely
of immeasurable extent, but he had the felicity o having it all to
himself. Like the ancient Mariner,

i He was the first that ever burst

Into that silent sea.”
He suddenly found himself recognised as the Sir Walter of the
New World,—one who was to do for his country what Scott had
done for his; to delieate the character of its people; (o describe
its customs, and celebrate its achievements; to show what art had
already done forit, and how Nature had clothed it with beauty
and sublimity; to paint its scenery; to exult in jts acquirements
and prospects; but above all to assertitsglory and independence.
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tle thus stood, like another Columbus, on the ground he had
tiscovered, and perceived that it was untrodden.  He saw, also,
the fertility of the paths upon which he entered, the inexhaustible
variety of the materials that presented themselves to him upon
every side. Every thing was novel and picturesque. What
other histories enjoyed in antiquity, that of America had in modern
iaterest.  Ifthe register of its triumphs was but or' recent date,
it was prolific in adventure.  Every page of the volame was full
of matter, and all that was required was to select with taste and
discriminaticn.

With the freshness of character which thus appertaioed to his
subject generally, and with powers of mind that would have
given interest to subjects of a far less original description, it was
almost a matter of course that Mr. Cooper should have succeed-
ed ip at once rising into estimation among his own countrymen,
and scarcely more surprising that his first works should have been
received and read in Englaad as the productions of a man of very
remarkable genius.  There are some points of fiction that the
most prejudiced eyes cannot resist, however they may persevere
in keeping themselves closcd to the truth; and though the aristo-
cratic might not relish the scene the better for being laid within
the territory of the United States, or lament with any immoder-
ate degree of emphasis over sorrows that had been suffered on
the other side of 1he Atlantic; yet few found it politic to deny,
what was indeed palpable to all, that Mr. Cooper was gifted
with talents that would contribute to strengthen and extend the
independence of his country; to give it what it required, a literary
independence, and add intellectual freedom to the religious and
political liberty which it enjoyed. Few could command the tide
of sympathy to roll back and retire,cr check the course of emoti-
ons that a delineation of Nature had inspired; and it was therefore
not thought advisable, even among those who looked lamenting-
ly upon the cessation of hostilitiesand the growing good uander-
standing betweea the two countries, 10 extend the ridicule with
which the laws and institutions of America had been frequently
visited to these specimens of her literary advancement, or to
dizpute her claim 10 the possession of Goldsmiths and Fieldings of
her own.

{f some portion of the success of our Trans- Atlautic Novelist
was referable to circumstances, and to the peculiar attractiveness
of his subjects, a still greater portion was attributable to himself,
and to the energy and enthusiasm which he brought to his labours.
No writer of the times has taken a wider range in his view of
human nature, or lonked more deeply into the heart. Few know
better how to seize the strongest point of interest, and no one
can work it out more judiciously. Ifhis plots fail in carrying
you irresistibly along ** on the wings of the wind,” his skill in the
delineation of character is sure to work its charm and fascination
about vou; or, if even that should fail the mere description of
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some unromantic scitlement in the woods, a desert solitude, cr the
hull of a vessel floating.
# Far out amid the melancholy maia ;»

nay,of things less picturesque than these, would preveat you firm
closing the book until you had read to the last line of the last page.
We never met with novels—(and we have readall thut were ever
written since the creation of the world,)—of'a more absorhing
character, or more fatal to the female propensity of skipping the
digressive portions. Every word of Mr. Cooper’s narratives is
effective, or appears so while you read :and yet he does not
scruple to describe an object, in the most elaborate and uncom-
promising terms, three or foar times over in the same work, if it
be necessary that the reader should have an accurate outline of
it before his eyes. There is a profusion, bat no waste of words,
io his style, which is, ¢ without o’erflowing, full.”  Itis clear,
varied, and diatinct. He paints the wild waste, * the sands, and
shores, and desert wildernesses,” the verdureless praitie, anJ the
mighty shadows of the forest, with a power that increases in fer-
vour and swells into enthusiasm when he Jaunches upon the ele-
ment of which he has given such fearfal yet such faithful pictures.
His sea-scencs are unique. He does not give you ¢ a paiated
ship upon a painted ocean.”” All is action, character, and poe-
try. You see, in the images which he conjures up, every acces-
sory of the scene, however insignificant ; you hear, in the terms
in which he describes them, the roaring of the surge, the voices
ofthe seamen, and the flapping of the sails. Amidst such scenes
as these, where
¢ Hismarch is o’cr the moumtain-waves,
1lis horpe iy on the deep,"”

we lose sight of land altogether; and are startled, a few chapters
farther on, at finding ourselves in a wild, barren, wintry region,
the antipode of that we had left.

His characters are of all classes, and if not equally well drawn,
impress us, at the frst glance, with a conviction that they are
drawn by an acute observer of life, and a lover of the kiadlier
sympathies that adorn and ennoble it. There are many touches
in Mr. Cooper’s books that have been put in with a liberal hand,
denoting a warmth and generosity of spirit towards his species, a
desire to eacourage and not to depress human nature, to exhibit
but not to exult in its vices, and toinculcate a better and brighter
philosophy than that which never looks for light out of its own
circle, and keeps its charity perpetually at home. These indi-
cations of good feeling, wherever we meet them, besides making
the portrait more perfect, make us love and rememberit for ever.
His characters, whether modern or old fushioned, savage or
civilized, moving on the quarter-deck or the wilderness, are all
picturesque persons, that have srome mark and fikelihood about
them. There is a mixture of the poetic aod the plausible in
them, that renders it difficuit to determine whether they are to
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Le taken as inventions or realities; or compounds, as most of them:
are, of both.  T'his may be said of them in general, that if they
arc somelimes grotesque when they ought to be graceful, and
extravagant where simplicity was most needed, they are seldom
or never insipid.  They preserve their glow and bloom to the
1ast; and when they seem to be wandering farthest from the point
of Nature, to which we would bind them, come back to us with
one of those touches that ¢ makes the whole world kin,”” and re-
veal to us the truth and beauty which had been previously hidden
by the very cxcess of our sympathy. There is scarcely one cha-
racter of auy rank or importunce that does not present some indi-
cation of this deep knowledge of our nature, in the finest of its
forms ; and there are many, in the range of his productions, that
are conceived in the very spirit of that knowledge. And as it is
difficult to select instances from the cloud of creatures,—compos-
ed alike of the high and the humble, the stern-featured and the
humorous,—that comes floating upon our recollection, we would
instance a whole class, and refer to the refined power and delicacy
which he has displayed in his delineation of the female character.
There is at times (let it be said with reverence) an almost Shakes-
perian subtlety of perception in his female pictures——a majesty,
and vet a gentleness, not unworthy of the highest mind, while con-
templating the holiest objects that Nature has fashioned. They
are not beings of the imugiuation, but children of Nature--not
creatures * playing i’ the plighted clouds,” but scattering light
and comfort upon the earth to the uttermost ends of it, and chow-
ing that there is no situation of life into which beauty and gladness
will not penetrate at last. All Mr. Cooper’s feminine creations
may not have been to Court; but they have not the less lustre
and dignity on that account : por does he agree with Touchstone,
that they will be condemned for the omission. They are en-
veloped in graces that are seldom dreamed of in drawing-rooms.
We could count up a dozen of these spiritualities at least. Cen-
tent Heathcote’s wife—we orget the name—in ¢ The Border-
ers,” though with little outward brilliancy or gaudiness of colour-
ing, is a fine conception, wonderfully wrought out. It brings to
mind--and this is the highest eulogy we can pass upon it—that
« phantom of delight” of Wordsworth—a being that, however
beautiful, is
———— ** Not too good

For human nature’s daily food ;—'
Or to complete the comparison, and to give our meaning its pro-
per music,

‘¢ A perfect woman, nobly planned

To warm, to comfort, and command ;

And yet a spirit still—and bright

With somcthing of an angel light.”

A large proportion of the critics have decided in favourof «“ The

Prairie,” as the finest of all the American novels. It is a poiat
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which we cannotdetermine, for we have many favounics.  Early
associations lead us to estimate - The Spy” very bighly, and -
cline us to cherish the remembrance of Harvey Birch with feelings
as profound as any that have been excited by more recent
adventurers. Washington also is a richly-coloured portrait, touched
with the hand of an enthusiast.  But ** The Prairie” is certainly
in some of its scenes, unsurpassed, in a particular kind of power,
by any thing we ever read whether in prose or poctry.  In point
of character, it ranks with the most striking and original of the
aathor's works ; and contains one or two persons svhose impressions
are so vividly stamped upon the iniagination, that it is difficult te
persuade ourselves that we have not et them under some
extraordinary but forgotten circumstances—that we have not
wandered over that prairie, and communed with the very spirit of
the scene. In ‘¢ The Borderers,” which we have already referred
to— the intcrest is skilfully sustained, though the details are a
little tedions now and then. ¢ The Red Rover® and ¢ The Pilot™
have become, perhaps, still more popular, and are unquestionably
not less peculiar in character, than some of those that we have
named. As occan-tales, they are full of startling effects and
strange surprises ; and they are scarcely less viluable, we think
as pictures of life and manpers.  Long Tom Coffin can hardly be
an invention—a seaman of the mind—an imaginary mariner.
No, he is a thorough-bred seca-king, preferring the other side of
the Atlantic to this, and the oceanto either ; he is the noblest of
nacticals—an American Admiral of low degree. *“ The Water
Witch,”’ which has recently been added to this series, has several
sea-scenes, not inferior to any that preceded them. Itis more
wild and experimental in parts, but itlacks nothing in poiut of
freshness and energy ; and its marvellous incidents find a becom-
ingly picturesque termination, as the Mariner of the India Shawl
bears offthe lady that loved him, and is never heard of afterwards.
From all that we can learn of this gifted Americon, from those
who have had the best and most recent opportunities of personal
observation, we should judge that his general bearing indicates
a man of strong natural powers, great decision of character, and
observant habits—more, perhaps, of thiogs than men. He is
rather above than under the middle height, his figure well and
firmly set, and his niovements rather rapid than graceful.  All
his gestures are those of promptness and energy. Mis high
expansive forehead is a phrenological curiosity; a deep indenture
across its open surface, throws the lower organs of eventuality,
locality, and individuality, into fine effect ; while those immedi-
ately above—comparison causality, and gaiety—ure equally re-
markable.

His manners are a pleasant mixture of the mariner and the gen-
tleman.  The austerity, observable in them at first, wears oft
after a few minutes, and you feel that vou are conversing with a

vor. I, r
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man who has secen and understands the world, and who listens
with clamness,almost with indiIerence, to its good and evil report.
Years have brought to him ¥ the philosophic mind.” He is an
Americen,even in our English sense of the term ; the amor patrie
is in him a passion that never suhsides ; he isdevotedly attached
to his country, o its insthtutions, and as is apparent from his works
to its rugged but magnificent scenery.

The family of Mr. Cooper was originally from Buckinghum in
England settled in America in 1679,and about a century afterwards
became established in the State of New York. He was born at
Burlington,on theDelaware, in1789 and was removed at an early
age to Cocper’s Town—a place, of which he bas given an inter-
esting account in * The Pioneers.” At thirtcen, he was admitted
to Yale College, New Haven, and three yearsafterwards went to
sea—an eveant that gave a character and a colour to his after-
lire, and produced impressions, of which the world has already
reaped the rich result. On his marriage with a daughter of John
Peter De Lancey, of West Chester County, New York, he quitted
the navy, und devoted himself to composition. Mr Cooper’s first
work was published in 1821, and eve-y year since that period has
brought its new novel. He has already printed and become po-
pular in many cities—in London, Paris, Florence, and Dresden.
In 1826, his health having suffercd considerably from a fever that
attacked him two years before, he was induced to visit Europe ;
this has restored Lim, and he now thinks of returning to a home
which his heart bas never abandoned. We had omitted to mention
that Mr. Cooper was appointed, chielly to protect his papers, to
the Consulship at Lyons—a nominal post, which he resigned about
three years ago.

In Pariz, where Mr Cooper at present retides, no man is more
sought after, and few so much respected.  Under the old regime
it might have been diflerent. "T'he whisperings of prejudice,
jealousy, and national dislike that were occasionally audible here
do not reach him there. He appears to be perfectly at his ease—
sensible of the'estimation, but not over-eslimation, in whith he is
held by all sects and parties. Yet he seems to claim little consi-
deration on the score of intellectual greatness; he is evidently
prouder of his birth than of his genius; and looks, speaks, and
walks asif he exulted morc in being recognized as an American
citizen, than as the author of ** The Pilo!2 and the * Pratrie.” —
New Monthly Mucazine.
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FANCY AND FACTS.

Waen we who tow address the reader, belonged to what is
usually termed the rising generation, the rage for sentiment and
the German drama was at 1ts higbest noon of phrenzy; every
eye was dropping ils tear at the tomb of' Werter, and the most
moral and tender bosoms seemed repining at the harsh laws which
forbade the putiog of a poniard to a neighbour’s throat, or even
appropriatiog bis purse alter the most approved manner of Schil-
ler’s bandits. Had intensity of feeling ever indicated duzation of
purpose, the league between the Public aand the then leaders of
its opinions must have been eternal : fortunately, like the friend-
ships of the fair Matilda Potlingen, it proved to be litle more
than a sudden thought which had struck the party most concerued ;
the very children gradually sickened of these absurdities, and
men whose beards bad two yeurs growth in them, bLecame sud-
denly impatient to make a transfer of their affections and ad-
hesions. A glorious band of Englizh poets sprung up, and divid-
ed among them at once the rational admiration and the geauine
enthusiasmy of their countrymen. The spirit of Wordsworth,
strong in gentleness, would alone bave been sufficient to mark a
new era in the classical literature of Europe ; Coleridge, ¢ most
musical, most melaacholy,’ grafted all that was wildly aoble in
the Germau school on the sterling stock of original gepius and
English taste; Southey poured out his rich miod in strains of
solemn and majestic gracefulness ;—-

¢ High in the breathless hall, the Ministrel sate '~

and a pot less daring hand arose to sweep the strings of a still
deeper, though a far narrower, shell. gun succeeded sun, and
year rolled on upon year, and still the public mind was found * im-
prisoned in Elysium.’ But the daintiest cates will at last cloy, and
the mast powerful stimnlants gease to operate ; and those who ob-
served the times shrewdly, became aware that the reign of geni-
ons and imagination had reached its height—and fall. The general
stomach longed for bomelier food. ¢ Let me have Facrs,” said
the Pablic, and facts were furnished forthwith. Did a minister
(Home or Foreign) rise in his place in the House of Commons?
it was with the averages of the last ten years in his bands, and the
inferences to be derived from such valuable data. ¢ The inferences
may be right, or they may be wrong,” said the Pablic; ‘but, at
all events, here are facts.” lastead of the bLrilliant sarcasm, the
classical allusion, ¢the @it, the logic, and the tart reply,’ to which
we had once been accustosfed, the leader of opposition rose, in
his tarn, ﬂ(lb‘ﬂabo $.Hf six hard- working clerks in his pock-
et, and after a little n&y protogue, procecded to submit to the
House his dull, §ut Wecessary, details.  The House laughed, and
the Public saw that arithmetic has its blunders as well as the more
abstruse ond uncertain subjects of epinian ; bnt «titt.-~here were
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facts. ¢ Nay,” sasd o band of cunning adventurers, * if facts be
what you want, we will lead yon a distant dance in search of
them: follow your leaders.’ And the leaders were followed.
Away went the Public to east and to west, und to north and to
south ; to Chili, to Panama, to Potosi ; to the bowels of the carth,
to the depths of the sex, to the confines of the air, and all in search
of fucts. The wilder the scheme, the more implicitly was it em-
braced ; or, if a doubt existed, the cunning projector had but to
utter the magic word,—* the fuct is,’—and all opposition ceased.
At home, or abroad, it was equally the rule ; the man of facts was
every where predominant. Hence, Encyclopmdias sbounded,
Mechanics’ Institutes became rife, Socicties {u. the Diffusion of
Useful Knowledge sprung up in every strees; names that were
never meant fo be seen beyond the parish registers, or as en-
dorsements to a one-po-ind note, thrust themselves upon the pub-
lic eye, and all, of course, were communicators of facts : facts apon
brewing, facts upon baking, facts upon dog-feeding, facts upon the
dry-rot. The Public, spectacle on nose, stood before the mighty
feast,and gradually assumed that air of whimsical perplexity which
belongs to a person who sces an array of meats before him, of
which he feels bound in honour to partake, but who doubts whe-
ther his digestive organs will carry him safely through the opera-
tion.

We, whose office it is, under pretence of leading the public
mind, very often implicitly 1o follow it, must be confessed to
have played our part in this sober drama. Article upon article
has appeared in this Journal, drier, no doubt, to light and incon-
siderate minds, than the remainder biscuit after a seven years'
voyage; but all, we venture to say, rich in information, and
pregnant with facts. ‘The wrinkles of geology and pathology,
and archzology, and other sciences, equally delectable in theis
contents, and equally melliflucus in their nomenclature, have
been ploughed into our pages; and heaven knows how many
poets, and wits, and scholars have been frightened from their
propriety by the stern and rugged features which this once smil-
ing journal has gradually assumed. But this cannot, must not
always last : great as is our love and reverence for the Public,
we cannot copsent to plant hairs of vntimely grey on our head,
in its service——like the little Tiryathian boys, we must have our
occastonal laugh, or fairly break down under those severe duties
which ¢ the march of intellect’ has imposed on all those whe
presume o take a part in the direction of the public mind.—
Quarterly Review. ‘
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MONTHLY REVIEW,

IsTeLLiceNce received by various routes, has been brought
dawn to Loudon dates of Aprd 21, by the arrival of the Lady Ogle
irorn Boston on June I, we give a synopsis of the chief items.—
Excraxp. The Parliament re-assembled oo the 18th, and on the
2ist, the Ministers were left in a minority of 8, ona guestion relu-
tive lo the Rerorx Biet, and on which they had decided to try
their strength. On the morning of the 224 the Ministers waited
on his Majesty, informing him of their inability te carry on the
government without a new Parliament.  Tne Kixe, quickly de-
cided on dissofving the House of Commons, and thus appealing to
the national veice, at a crisis in which the nation is so deeply con-
cerned. His Majesty repaired, with vaprecedented promptitude,
to the House of Lords, and the Commons being summoned, he pro-
rogued the Hause preparatory to a dissolation. In the Sreccn
the King makes the usual acknowledgments on account of supplies
granted, and im reference to the cause of the dissolution, says :

“1 have come to meet you for the purpose of prorogutug the
present Parliament, with a viesw to its immediate dissolution.

“1bave been induced to resort to this measure, for the purpose
of ascertaining the sense of my people, in the way in which it
can be most constitutionally and authentically expressed, on the
expediency of muking such changes in the representation as cir-
cumstances may appear to require, and which shall be founded on
the acknowledged priociples of the Coastitution, and may tend
at once o uphold the just tights and prerogatives of the Crown,
and 1o give security to the liberty of my people.

** In resolving to have recourse to the sense of my people in
the present circumstances of the country, I bave been influenced
only by a paternal anxiety for the conteniment and bappiness of
my subjects—t{o promote which I rely confidently on your con-
tinued and zealous assistance.

¢t My pleasure is, that this Parliament be prorogued to Tuesday,
the 10th day of May.”

The Effects of the dissolution, will be, it is said, a gain to Minis-
ters of 70 votes certainly, and probably of 33more.  The parties
at issue in the general election now pending, are, his Majesty and
the nation, against boroughmeongers. Unfortunately the corrup-
tionists have great power over a large portion of the ‘¢ Nation,”
aad public virtue in our day, is too often weak whea opposed by
seifinterest, still there is no fear whatever of the result :—Previ-
ous to the prorogation of Parliament, £100,000 per annum, with
Marlborough house, were settled on ber Majesty, provided she
survives the King.—Trape. The King of Denmark hag made
-Gluckstadt, at the mouth of the Elbe, a free Port, at which, for-
eign vessels -re exempt from the uswal customs and dues. At
Liverpool from Feb. 25th to March 2 ith inclusive, 795 vessels ar-
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tived 5 bewg an wcresse over same pertod Lust year of G vessels
and 260 tons. By the Liverpool and Manchester Rail-way, a
wholc cargo of cotton fanded at the former place cun be conveyed
to the Litter in 100 minutes—a distance of 32 miles.—In IncLanp,
the most productive agricultural country under the crown, the
greatost distress prevails ; this may be partially accounted for by
considering, that Ireland sends inunense quantities of produce to
England, the mass of the peasantry resting satisfied with the coars-
est snd meanest provisions : in retura for produce sent, England
pays cash, which barely enubles the farmer to pay the excessive
rents and other demands to which bie is subject ; leaving but in a
very few instances, any overplus as profit : it {ollows, that from
any accidental interference with the usual supplies, the peasantry
having ncither provisions nor money, famine must ensue : the evil
seems increased, when it i3 recollected, that absentee landiords
are contiaually draining the country ; so that England first gets the
produce, and then the money by which she paya for it is returned
to herself again.  Outrages are also unfortunately rife in Ireland,
the curses of non-resident non-improviog land lords, middle men,
proctors, and an host of other such locusts, who givg nothing while
they destroy the fat of the land, may be some causes, but still aot
excuses, for the distarbances in certain districts.

Fonrgien.—Poland. On March 31stand April Ist the Poles
gained glotious victories over the Russians, by which the latter
fost 20,000 men and several pieces of cannon. From the st to the
Nth, the Poles have been advancing and are singularly successful ;
the Russians are said to be retreating at all points ; and fresh revo-
lutions are breaking out in their rear. France has peace as regards
foreign powers, but domestic tranquility is unfortunately destroyed
by numerous contending factions.  Attempts in Itary to deliver
the country from degrading bonduge, bave been frustrated by Aus-
trian troops. The Royal Tyrants of Seary and PorTucar con-
tinue their usual course of murderous oppression ; several execu-
tions, for political opinions have occurred ; some powerful re-ac-
tions are hoped for. Bercium seems in a most unsettled state, n
weak government, a turbulent people, and forcign enemies on the
watch to take deadly advantage of her embarrassments, are some
of her plagues.

Souta America.—Colombia is distracted by lostile parties,
Carthegena held by Montilla, is besicged, by his late colleague,
General Luque. lo Bolivia the shore provinces of Buones Ayres,
‘Entre Rois, and Santa Fe, are at war with the provinces of the
interior.

Unitep StaTes. —A breaking up of the American Cabinet took
place on April 11th and the following days ; it occusred from the
manccuvring consequent on Presidential elections. 4 Steam Boat
boiler exploded at Wheeling, Va. by which several were killed,
aad several badly wounled'; more accidents occur in the United
‘Ftaros from steam than i1 all the world heside @ it may be account-
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ed for by the cheap slim showy make-shift style which character-
ises almost all their manufactures. New York legislature, bas abol-
ished imprisonment for debt, and has made a law for the punishment
c{fraudulent debtors : these two should ever go hand in hand. In
the year ending Dec. 31st, the duties at New York Custom House
amounted to 15,012,553 dollars, exceeding the revenue for 1829
nearly 2 millions of dollars.  In the quarter ending April 1,1831,
duties at the port of Bostun were about one million of dollars.

Corontat.—Penriopicar Press.—In Pictou, Nova Scotia, a
new paper, called the Pictou Obscrver, has appeared.  In St. An.
drew’s, New Brunswick, the first numbers of the St. Andrew’s
Courant are issued. 'I'wo papers in Quebec, Nelson’s Gazette
and the Mercury, and one in Montreal, the Gazette, are published
three times aweek. Govervors—The legislutare of P. E. Island
have voted £400 for the purchase of plate, as a mark of respect
to Colenel Ready on his quitting the government : a subscription
is making in New Brunswick, that a similar expression of feeling
may be made to Sir Howard Douglas on his retirement.

Steamers. The Waterloo, from Montreal to Quebec was lost
inthe ice on the St. Lawrence : Passengers, and most of the
cargo saved. The Halifax and Qucbec Steamer, the * Royal
William” was launched at Muns Cove Quebec, on the 27th Apsil.
Her measurement is 1370 tons, she will carry about 500 beside
engines, &c. Length of keel 116 feet, breadth of benm 41 feet,
deck 176 de. depth hold 17 feet 9 inches, cost £16,000. The
“ Lady Aylmer,” St. Nicholas ferry boat, was launched same day.
At Montreal, the * Jobn Bull’’ steamer was launched; length of
deck 180 feet, power of eogines 260 horses. New-Brunswick,
the * John Ward” was lauached, to ply between St. John and
Fredericton, length of deck 120 feet, power of engines 60 horses.
" Teueerance. Quebec, April 16.—4 meeting was held for the
purpose of checking Intemperance, and several resolutions, pre-
paratory to the formation of a Society were agreed to. In Nova-
Scotia, it appears that Temperance Societiesin Westmorland and
Camberland, number between 3 and 400 members ; at Canso on
April 11, a Society had 72 members; at Masquodoboit a first
general meeting of a Temperance Society was held on April 25
under very cheering circumsiances; a Society has been formed
in Bay of lslands, and amother in Sheet Harbour; and in
Halifuz on May 7, a Temperance Society meeting was held, 30
persons subscribed to the rules; a second meeting was held a
few evenings after, when a Society was formed, officers chosen,
and several members added. The Second Halifax Bazaar held
on May 5, produced the respeclable sum of £403 7 9. A Bazaar
held ia Quebec in same month produced 350.

Lecsstature.  U. Canada.—Two bills lately passed by the Im-
perial Parliament, have giveo much pleasure in Canada. Ouge is
that the various duties coactedgin the 1 ith of George the 11, for
the purpose of establishing a fund for the support of the Civil and
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Judical Government of Canvda, and which fund was under the
controul of the Commissioners of the Treasury, shall be placed
nnder the controul of the Legislatures of Upper and Lower Cana-
ida respectively, The other empowers his Majesly to assent
to certain faws and regulations, which are or may be made
by the Canadian Legislatures, respecting the grant, descent,

bargain, sale, &c. of Lands.

‘I'he House of Assembly P. E. Island, was prorogued on the

12th May.

The L. Canada legislature in its fast Session voted

above 172,000 for purposes of education.

Proouce.

Nuva Scolia.—Flour, Pork, Oats and Potatoes, have

appeared in the market, of good qualitics, and in such quantities
as to afford the pleasing hope that the Province may one day, and
that not distant, be able to supply all its own wante.

The Weature, N. §.—Summer opens most favourably, alter-
nate Sun and Rain have produced much vegetable beauty, and
afford excellent promiscs of a luxuriant harvest.

MARRIAGES.
At Halifax—May 3, Mr.
Thomas, to Miss Elizabeth Ann Bell.
7y Mr. John Perverill, to Miss Mar-
%éret Aun Hilshey. 9, Mr. Henry
ise, to Miss Sarah Fletcher. 12,
Mr. Edwin Sterns, to Miss Elizabeth
Welnes., Mr. Ewmanuel Reynolds,
to Miss Charlotte Rebecca Blaie.
Thomas Roach, Exq. to Mis Char-
lotte Wells. 18, Mr. J. B, Wood-
worth, to Mis« Martha Knox. 22,
Mr. Edgar Allan, to Miss Elcanor
S Mulloch, 23, Mr. John E. Wal-
ker,to Mrs. Elizabeth Le Rossiguol.
28, Mr. Richard Power, to Mrs.
Mandesson.
At Rawdon—Mr. Richard Clarke
to Miss Mary Ann Housner.

DEATHS.

At Halifax—April 26, Mr. John
Dady, aged 19. 30, Mr. William
Kiiligrew, aged €1, May 7, Mr.

William §

John Fraser, aged 53. 9, Mr. Mi-
chael Pendergrast, aged 67. 24,
Mr. Ezckicl Shattuck. 30,Mr. Tho-
mas Treacy, aged 24.

May 3, on his passage from Jama?®.
ca, Capt. CharlesCoventree,aged 43.

At Rawdon—May 5, Sarah, wife
of the Rev. G. W. Morris, M. A.
Rector of that parish.

At Newport—DMay 16, Mrs. Sarah
Harvie, aged 21,

At Cumberland-—April 30, Mr.
Rowland Morton.

At Chediac—April 17, Mary Ann
Fenwick, consort of the Rev. Edwin
Arnold, A. M. Rector of Chediac.

At Oopslow-——May 19, William
Catler, Esq. aged 81.

At Antigonish—~May 15, Mr.Chas.
Emery Irish, aged 36. Mr. Thomas
Kavanagh, aged 40.

At Arichat—May 11, Philip F.
§ Calbeck, Faq. aged 47,

At Dalhousie Settlement-—April

522, Mirs. Martha Aully aged 37,

—

i Printcd by J, 8 CUNNABELL, Argyle-street.



Norice.—No. I—The Portfolio—being the first
number of a series of descriptive sketches, of Hali-
fax and its vicinity, will appear next month.
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