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Somo years have now passed since a fow scattered individuals
in the City of Ottawa and its neighbourhood, bzcame aware that
they agreed in dissenting from the views entertained by the mass
of thy commurity in regard to theological matters.  Something
moro than mere agreement in dissent drew theso persons together ;
their desties and aims were in a great measure concordant ; and
naturally they “spa’ic often ono to another,” sometimes enquiring
when the opportunity would arise of enjoying tho benefit of
regulur intercourse. They were sensible of the vast advantages
rsulting from association, and often wished that their number
might somo day Lo such a3 to make it possible for them to hold
regular moctings for purposes of wmutual instruction and edifica-
tion.
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: Sti'l ho cannot thoroughly enjoy his liberty alono ; and when be

sees o hostilo world, hio wants to know and to feel that some ono
stands abreast of him,—that le is not all alone. Cut a man oft’
from all congenial companionship, make no demands upon his
socinl fucultics, and thero is much danger that his moral nature
will either wither or barden, that everything will full away from
him, but tho imponetrable little nucleus of self.  We all nced the
discipline of common work carriod on, not in the spirit of com-
petition, but in tho simple spirit of good-fellowship. This ulone
will place us in right relations with our fellow-men, this alone will
enaMle us to regand the world with all its variad activitiesin a
spirit of broad humanity. Do you say that, in the very act of
asgociating upon special lines, wo form owrselves into a set apart
from tho rest of society 1 I answer, 3cs but by partaking, our-
sclves, of tho benefits of association, we learn to respect more or
less overy institution, every influence, that binds men in the bonds

" of good fellowship, and educates them in the scienco of society.

In addition to thoso to whomn I now moro especially refer,

there were others of similar views, but less favorably situated, as |

boing moro isolated, and scarcely in communication with any one
to whom they counld look for sympathy, or even unreservedly
express their opinions. I nced bawndly say, that therc isno ono
who neods sympathy more than the Freothinker.  Droadly speak-
ing, ho hag tho world against him, he has the whole force of
tradition against him ; ho has against him to somo cxtent his own
organization, moulded as it bas been by the institutions aud creeds
of the past. QOn tho othor hand, of course, ho can take himself
to wit=iess, in the fino language of Matthew Arnold, that o has

e ¢ o Toced nodarkness
Sophisticated no truth,
Nurscd no delusion
Allwwed no {ear.”"

T Empedoclos on Etna."

We shake off our individualism, and lemrn that me.: were made
for one another, and that the highest happiness any man can

" yealise is that which comes from social harmony. To have felt

this even once, is to havobeen a man’in tho highest senso of tho
wond ; to have felt it never is to havo missed the chiof glory of
1ife :uul of humanity.

At longth, to those who were waiting and hoping, an opportunity
such as they desired presented 1t.solf An attempt which was
made to cstablish a Unitatian Society in this citv, brought them
together.  Somn wero at first disposed to assist the Unitarian
schiemo : but aftor a frec interchisngo of views, it beesmo apparent
that a freor aud loss formal organization was what they really
desired. A very informal meeting of half a dozon persons was
held in the street after one of the Unitarian moeetings, and it was
then and there detormined to onganizo a Liberal Society. What
preciso shapo it would take, no ono then knew ; but every member
of that little assembly knew that something was wanted ; and all
scomed to think that they wero agreed as to what that something
was. Well, that was cight months ago, and the result of the
bricf confere~co then held was the erganization of tho Progressive
Socioty.

Thero aro several quostions concerning our organization which
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might be asked by somo who uro present this evoning. ‘The first
would naturally be, What is your bond of union or what beliefs
or disholicfs do yon profess? o this tho answer would be, that
we have, n8 a socicty, no system either of beliefs or disbeliefs, and
thut our enly bon-d of uujon is a promise which we maho to ono
another, that wo shall * pwsue trath in the spivit of chavity.”
Can such a bond  as this keep us together? It has dono so up to
tho present, and has emubled us to considerably incvease our
numbers.  Thero nve no signs as yet of any weakening of our
organization ; ull the sipng indeed point the other way. Those
who attend church—it matters little what church—kuow how
cotnmon it is to hear ministers complaining of the lukewarmnesy
and inhifverence ol their congregatiors ; and not unfrequently tho
congregotions Lhave complainty not very dissumilar to make of their
pastors.  With us, I may say without boasting, the case hns, up
to tho present, been very different.  We are all ministers to ona
another—cach man “ according to his soveral ability ;° and, what-
ever we way lack in wisdom or learning, there is no lack of
carnestness or interest.  We do not delegto {o one man the task
of teaching us, and throw upon his shoulders the wholo responsi-
hility of our spiritunl edneation, sitting mute while, entrenched in
hig creeds, and safo from all contradiction, he feeds us with such
fuod ns he judges convenient for us—and for himself. No, wo
wautually teach and learn.  Ono ministers some original rematks,
another a selected essay, another & piece of puctry, another somo
wusic, another a friendly criticism upon what somo ono else hand
advanced ; and tho complaint is never heard that our meeting« o
dovoid of intevest or unprofituble.  We do not talk for talking's
sake: wo talk for the sake of knowing and with a view to work-
ing. We desire such an increass of our knowledge, and such a
correction of our thoughts, as shall make ug eflicient servants of
tho truth, and of overy good cause which we may have it in our
power to serve.

In regard to onr bond of union, it may be remarked that them
is nothing in it to excludo any sincere secker after truth ; and if
sorne of our orthodox friends, accepting our pledgo, were to scek
to unite themselves with us, they would receive a2 most hearty
weleome. I ean think of friends of mine in the churches at this
moment whom I wounld cavnestly desire to bave in our society,
and who, I feel persuaded, woutd tind a great deal of moral sym-
pathy hero.  They would have to bear with the free expression
of opinions very different trom their ow7n ; but, on the other hand,
they would have cvery opportunity of maintaining their own
opiniong, and why should they not hope to do so with the very
best results?  An earnest believer should ask nothing better than
a fair ficld for advocating that which hie holds to be the truth.

While we havo hero no staudards of Ubelief, no doctrinal tests
whatever, it is true, in point of fact, that as the Society is at
present constituted, its mombers have all seen reason to rejoct the
current forms of religion.  Carlyle has descrilied Socinian preachers
in Now England us quitting their pulpits and saying: ¢ Friends,
this is all gone to coluured cob-web, wo regret to say.” So to
us, things that once scemed very grave realitics have turned
to littlo better than coloured cob-web ; vet is life nono the less resl,
and truth nonc the less sure. Whatever was vwaluablo in our
former beliels we can vetain ; but we retsin it, not upon nuthority,
but from a perception and conviction of its truth. We tiy to
look honestly at every question that claims our attention; we
shirk no issue, bowever momentous.  We want to know the
truth ; and, failing that, tho true stato of our own minds, the
truo order of our thouglits, tho true possibilities of belief for us.
We depart vory far from what somo count saving truth, but wo
retin as tho sheet anchor of our mminds, & settled ¢ mviction that
our bighest duty lies in boing truo to oursilves. We have
determined to mrke, once for all, our peaco with Naturu; and,
from tho widest and most candid study of what is, try to discern
what ought to be. All duties aro founded on relations; the
relations only truly understood, the duties am easily dedueed.
* Thuse who have nover oxercised, or do not caro to exercise thar
minds in tho discovery of truth will naturally have littlo faith in
tho success of the attempt,—as littlo as ho who hid his talenint a

!

napkin had in tho vesults of honest industry, We hold, howover,
thut tho blessing which was pronounced npon thoso who hunger
and thirst aftor vighteousness, might equally have been pronounced
upon thoso who hiungor and thiwst after truth ; thoy shall be filled ,
they may not escupe all error, but thuy shall escapo the pervers on
of mind thut comes of ervor wilfully clung to, of light wilfully
shunned,

But wo shall, perhaps, bo asked : Can any real contontiont of
soul be found apart from some form of what is commonly callel
faitk. To this 1 should bo inclined to answer, No; but thea Ly
fuith, I do not understand assent to a number of more or less
unintelhgiblo doctrines. I would call fuith tho repose of the soul
in certain nscertnined morul troths.  “ What a man sowoth that
shall ho also reap—thero is a tiuth, I should sry, adapted to
sustain any mau who sincerely desives to do his best in tho would.
Such a truth as this does not produce contentmont in the mind of
one who wanta to shirk his duty ; but then, he who wants to
shirk his duty shiould not bo helped to countontment. Nor will it
givo much comfort to that large cluss of persons who want both to
zat their exke und have it; and who valuo ¢ the gospel” chiefly
beeause they think they sce in it a means whereby this paradex
may be realized. Any systom, however, which undertakes or
promises to equalize things for the wise and unwiso, he reckies.
and the careful, tho wasteful and the provident, stunds selfcor.
demned. The true workee trusts gladly to the constancy ot
nature's laws , assure him that ho shall reap us ho sows, that it
shall be measured to him ng ho neasures to others, that the law of
the conservation of energy applics in the moral no less than in the
physical sphere, and he asks no more. o feels that ho has
Nuture— the Power that makes for righteousness "—on his sidw:
and this sutlices to give him all the confidenco and _ranguility of
‘aith.

To conclude thoss remarks, I would just say that our aim tw
night is not to make proselytes, but to enjoy socinl intercourso, and
to become better acquainted with ono another. Wo are glad t.
havo some with us on this occasion, who are not with us onlin-
arily : and if any should desire to know more of our prnciple,
opinions or methods than they can gather thig evening, we cords
ally invito them to our Sunday meetings. Wo do not claim
possess the truth : we huld all our opinions subject to vevision
wo do not regard the leadas of modern thought aa one whit mure
infalhible than tho leaders of anciont thought; we ave simply
making the best of all tho meaus within our power for rationalisung
our minds and Lringing our lives under the govornment of right
principles.  Wo sympathise with all, wheraver thoy may he, whs
havo similar objects at heart ; and wo claim their sympathy.  The
time, we trust, is not far off when community of moral aim will
attruct men moro powerfully than theoretical differences will reped
themn , and, in that day, the Progicssive Society, or romothng
cquivalent to it, will bo tho strougest church in all the land.

Oh ! my Christian brother, why will you not see that human
nature is not dependent upon mere religioas belief for its gowd
ness? Thero are good men in every land, overy nation, wven
town, and every placo. Goodness is our birthright, the natural
inheritanco of every one that lives.  Sect or creed does not create
moruls or virtue.  Tho Atheist lives as great and good a Jifo m
tho Deist or the Pautheist ; aye, and better, too, becauso truth i
a botter stand-point thau crror.  Once teach people how things
can be, and there i3 no nced for a creator nor croation ; and they are
taught in the cverlasting hills and rolling orbs of universal space.
—Mrs. E. D. Slenker.

We care for tho horso bocauso he wils for us without compen
sation ; tho dog, becauso he is fuithful and prc_fcrs ours to his oxn
species 3 the cow, becauso living or dead she is useful to us ; b
tho Humanity embodics all these qualitics, to us, sho is _tlm an
in all, commanding our gratitude, reverence, love, devotion ant
worship.—DPositive Thinker.
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A SYMPOSIUOM.

Sinco our lust issue we hiave received one of the most remark-
ablo and suggestive books of this age of intellectual strife. The
symposium of tho Ancients was a feast of the gods. The modern
saapostum® is a feast of mental food provided by the most
vigorous writers and thinkers of this vestless and inquisitive age.
Every shado of opinion, from Rationalism to Ilumanism, has its
representative in the weighty questions under consideration, vis.:
*Thoe soul and future life,” and “ The influence npon morality of a
decline in religious belief”  Tho method of disenssion is a novel
one: three lawyers, four divines, two scientists, four literary
critics and two politicians, orthodox and heterodox, discuss m
weiting on the method of oral debate.  Froderick Iarrison, (a
disciple of Comte), opens tho first .juestion with two papors,
extending over 46 pages, forwards the manuseript to the second
(R. 1. Hutton, Editor of the Spectator), who comments on the
opinions of Mr. Harrison, and forwards the two manuscripts to
Prof Huxley for his criticism, which method is continued until iy,
reaches tho tenth, when tho ten manuscripts ave returned to M.
Harrisen for a final review Dy this arrangement we obtain the
well digested thoughts and opinions of ten acute thinkers of every
shiade of belief on tho question under consideration.

This deliberate sifting process offers the best nicans of arriving
at certainty, if certainty can Lo obtained ; as passionate declama.
tion, gesture, modulation of voice, and all the tricks of rhetoric
are dispensod with, leaving full play to reason and reflection to
grapplo fairly with fact and argumc;xt..

The voluwmo under notico is a valuablo uddition to any library. 1

* A Modom Symposium, published by Rese-Belfornd Publisling Co.,
Toronto, Prico §1.00, For sale at this office,
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1ts contents gavo a rvapid popularity and wide circulation to the
ety where tho papers fivst appeared.  In book
farm it poseegses three adiitional quadities | it 38 neat and Cwap,
compuet atd ably edited, with a critical and explanatory preface.

The editor of the St. Crote Cewrice, May 9th, after praising
tho bu k, and agsuring his readers that ho had read it with
pleasure and profit in magazine form, aud hoped to read and re-read
it ngain, condemus the editor as partial, and asks for his dismissal,
This o ,-cars to us to be ungrateful, ar few would have discovered
that the cditor had made the acquaintanco of any part of the hook
eccept the prefuce, had he not intormed them of the fact.  With
all his professions of aequamntance with the contents in magazino
form, renowed by a vecent pernsal of the book, ho aeither quotes
ner oven substantially notices any part but the prefuce. 1o
charges the editor with thinking every leading sect of Christianity
{not forgetting to namo ticm) aro fools and lars, and that only he,
and a fow others, have truth and reasun on their side.  After a
careful perusal of the prefiuce wo are of opinion that the charge
i3 not supported by a single fact, nor even by a fair inference. Wo
consider the preface a very valuable addition to the origiual
uatter, as it furnishes information  which the general reader is
not only unac poainted with, but which is essential to his pleasure
and profit.  The lawyer may be acquainted with the legal position
of tho lawyers engaged in the controversy, the cleric with the
divines, others with the scientists, but few will have formed tho
acyunintance of cach and all.  Hence the usefulness of a brief
sketeh of the disputants to rcaders in this country.

As tho limits of our paper will only permit but a very short
notice of the contents of the ftirst subject, we introduco Mr.
Harrison, who opens hy stating the fact that a profound change is
coming over the retigious Lelief of the world, both in the intensity
of religious feeling, and in the cotainty with which religious
convictions are held. This state of things is also ably set forth
by Froude, who says* “that opinious once fixed as a rock aro
now {luid as water” My Havrison deals mercilessly with the
favorite avguments for a conscious personal existenco after death,
and contends very ably and earnestly ““that mansurvives only in tho
activitics of tho 1ace. Ie is willing to retain tho words “seul” aud
“future life” for their associations, provided we mako it clear, that
wo mean by son/ the combined faculties of the lieiug orgamsus,
and by fature life the subjective effect ~f maus objective lifo on
the actual lives of his fellow men*  This, Mr. Huxley shows, is
an argumont against a future life in tho ondinary senso of the
term, the futuro Jife, as advoecated by Mr. Iarrison, is but an
immortality, by depaty.

Tho carnest and cloquent plea of Mr. Harrison for the pos-
thumous activitics and their inflaruce on tho uman race, with
Prof. Hualey’s trenchant attack on the unreality of Fositivist
assumptions which ho maintains mean nothing firm or solid, give
forco to the discussion which dovelopes into an appearance of
bitterness between these two gblest disputants—they seew to have

" had an old score to settle, but this Mr. Harrison disavows,

Mr. Huxley, like oursclves, regrets that he cannot find evidenco
of any thing like certainty for the soul and « future life, and
upbraids My, Havrison Jor # breaking away from beliefs, whother
true or false, which embody great and fruitful conceptions, to fall
back into tho arms of a half breed bLetween scienco and theology,

T, Religion and Seience, Ancient and Modern, Rose-Belford, Toronto:
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cndowed like most half breeds with the faults of both pavents, and
the virtues of neither,” M. Harrison replics at the close, in a
very masterly and and minute manner, mecting cvery point at
issue Letweon himself and his eritics.

Mur. Hutton denies that the (hristian desive for eternal happi-
ness is selfish, defZug sellishness to be “the preference of our
own hiappiness at the expenso of some one else ;" he contends that
our own happiness must oxelude the larger and wider growth to
others to be seltish. “I'hat the orthodox drsive a state of personal
happiness which is intensified by theiv eseaps frowm torment (which
others have to endure), cannot be denied; as to growth thero
i neither growth for the saved nor reformation for the condemned
taught by any orthodox body., Lowd Blachford's metaphysioal
argument on the percipicnt and pereeptible is move confusing than
convincing. It bestows a soul to a butterfly and with-holds it
from a bube. Tho argument is not oven cenvineing to his Lord.
ship, for ho says,  tho natural world supplies nothing which can
bo called evidence of a future lifo,”  Ho believes in God and the
bible, aud balieves in a faturo state, “ becauso he is told.”

One of the sweetest nud smoothest picces of writing in tho
book is the short but masterly essay of Rathbono Greig on
Addison’s great argument for the longings after immortality. e
says, ““ in our irresistiblo longings, misgivings will crop up, the
the fairy fabric will crumblo into dust and leave the spirit no solid
sustainance to rest upon.  We havo aspirations to multiply ; but
who has any Anowledg to enrich our store! Logical reasons to
compel conviction I havo none, I may say 1 share in the anticipa-
tions of believers, but T sharve them us aspirations, sometines
almost appronching to a fuith, but never ablo to settle into the
constancy. of a definite and enduring creed. * * % T cannot
rest in comfort on arguments that to mv spirit have no cogency,
nor ean I pretond to respect or be content with reasons which
carry no penctrating convictions along with them.” 1he whole
paper is logically conclusive against the gloritied immortality of
orthodox future conscious existence.

The second discussion must be jassed over for tho present with
n single vewark which appeals to the experience of all.  Taking
the two extremes of Christianity, Roman Catholicismm and Uni-
tarianism, those least religious, are not the most debased, nor
those most religions examples of moml purity. Jet us not
deccivo ourselvesin this matter.  Not ono of us would be a whit less
upright, truthful or useful by a change in our religious or non-
religions buliefs.

This book as a radical missionary has no equal. It has moro
suggestivo matterin it, on both sides of the subjects treated, than any
book we cancall tomi* d. Thehopes and fears respecting a perpetuity
of sensation are the main stays of religion. Celestial resurrection to
a future personal consciousness beyond this life is but a pleasant
dream, and ag far as we can judge, hag no support from a single
fuct in orgunic nature, nor a sound argument to sustain it.

A modern symposium is of all books best caleulated to make us
question the grounds of our beliefs in ‘the foundation of current
orthodox opinions, It is the best piorcer of Freethought, as it
contains the latest aud best thoughts of the most acute thinkers,
and is an excellent book to start the inquirer on lis search for a
safo and sure foundution for bis convictions.  That which cannots
bo dzfended is doomed—¢¢ that which may be doubted is doubtful”
Here *“ rival opinions meot upon cqual ground, and under honor-
able conditions of warfare,” and the coward only fears the result.
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SPIRITUALISM.

.

In an articlo from our friend, Geo. E. Baxter, which appenrs
in this number, wo are accused of being unfuithful to our Motto,
¢ In whatsoover may bo doubted, fren diversity,” and not being

{ 80 liberal us ho thinks we ought to bo in vegurd to Spirituslism,

What, in his opinion, constitutes liberality 7 Must wo in order
to bo libmal, though Muerialists, endorse Spiritualism? If so,
wo would beo liboral at the cxpenso of honesty. That kind of
liberalism, would, it scems to us, put an eud to «ll diversity.
What we understand by “freo diversity ” is, that all should Le
allowed to hold and to give utterance to their opinions upon all
things not *demonetrated and certain,” without fear of being
burned at the stal.e, ostracised by socicty or injured in their
business therehby ; but that wo shoull combat opinions,
which we think crroncous, and endeavor to prove them so. 1f
Spiritualists will demonstrate the oxistenco of mind apart from
matter, will proove, as they assort, that wo have a dual existence, wo
will romove Spirvitunlism from among * things doubtful,” and place
it with those which are “damoustrated and certain.” 'Cho ovi
denco they offer docs not, by any means, amount to a demonstra-
tion. Thoro aro certain phenomena produced by or through
“mediums.” which wo are told can be explained only by the
s Spwitaal hypothesis.”  Tho most inportant of these phenomena
are said to occur only inthe dark. DMost of them havo been
equalled by the jugglers of England and America, and surpassed
by those of Asin in the light of day. Friend Baxter tells us that
 Spiritualism courts scientific investigation.” No scientist who
had much regard for his reputation, would venturo an o). nion,
as to the causz of the * manifestations” oven after tho closest
investigation which ho would be permitted to make. With two
notable exceptions, thoso of Messrs Wallace and Crooks, no emi.
neat scientist has veatured to account for thoss phenomena, on
tho “Spiritual hypothesis.” Tho scientist is only an authority on
what hie can eatablish, and will only be credited with what can be
verified by others. If o can place Spiritunlism on the same
basis as other adnitted  scientific facts, wo will aceept it, but as it
fulls far short of the required conditions, it is par se doubtful
Prof. Zollner and the prestidigitator Bellachini, who are quot d
in vindication of Slade, ave both careful to leave the matter as to
the cause of the phenomena an open question.  The latter says :
“1 declure morcover, tho published opinions ot laymen as to the
‘how’ of the subject to bo promature, and uccording to my view
and experience, false and one sided.”  Mediums without number
havo been exposed, and yet it is contended that ¢ Spiritualism

. courts scientific investigation ;” that, “ thero are true as well as
+ fraudulent medinms ;" perhaps so, but is it not move reasenable to

—

suppose that the few who have not yet been exposed are only moro

. clever in their trickery, and have so far eseaped detection? We

do not for a moment supposo the masses who Jelicre in Spiritualism
arc dishouest tricksters, but their honest bolief proves nothiug.
‘There nro willions of Christians who are honest, and who tell us
they have experienced religion, and know their religion to bo true.
Will our Spiritunlist fricnds admit such facts in ovidence of the truth
of Christianity? We have read effusions written by persons, said to
be under * Spirit control,” and have found them to bo gencrally a

'ass of incompreliensible and silly jargon, only equalled by such
b man writers as Stephen Poml Androws. Imagino the “spirit”
of Voltaire giving utteranco to childish twaddle, of Newton amus-



ing a ctowd by tying knots in an ondless cord, or the “lotter
part ” of Johu Knox dancing a jite; and ynt such oxhibitions nro
what wo nro invited to wituess and investigate.  We are asked,
“Can you understand and explain the enuge of these phenomena ¢ !
No, we can neither understand or expliin the canse of themw. |
Doeg that prove them to be produced by spirvits? I so, the logic '
usod must be gomething like the following: “All phenowena, the !
cause of which we cannot understand or explain, are produced by }
spitits.  Tho cause of this phenomenn we eannot understand, !
therefore these phenomenn are produced by spivits.” 1t is about |
the same kind of Jogic the Christian theologian «efs upon, .f he {
dues not use, and proves about as wuch in one eose as in the !
other. Wo veadily admit that wmany Spiritualists ave liberal, in |
the senso that they are opposed to orthodox  christiunity, but we |
think the ism is a3 dogmatic as christianity itsvlf. Abuse and ’
misrepresentation ave being constantly heaped upon Profs. Car- |
peater, Tyndall and IMuxlay, beeause they will not endorso it, and '
it will bo found that these who endl themselves Spiritualists, but |
who beliove but a small purtion of what is believed by the masses |
of ity adhorents, are the most hberal among  them—such men as |
W. F. Jamieson, Willinm Emmette Coleman and Wm. Denton. i
|
!
{
.

EDITORIAL NOTES AND NOTICES.

Mr. Phillips Thompaon, (““Jimuel Briggs "), formerly of the °
Toronto Mail, now of tha Boston Zraveler, dolivered an interesting
address in Alhurt Hull. on the evening of the 19th inst., to a large !
audience on “The coming confliet iu America.” He commenced !
by congratnlating tho Toronto Frecthought Association upon the |
progress which they had made since ho left Toronto, aud expressed )
his pleasure at meeting so large an audience under their auspices.
Mr Thowmpson is of the opinion that the Socialistic, or Communistic l
wovement in Ameriea is more widespread, and of gieater impor- |
tance than is generally supposed, and thac unless the wrongs under |
which the poor of the country lubor, are righted. the 1esult will be |
a war more bloody 'wmd diramirous than that for theabolition of
slavery.  The masses, ho s1id, who had congregated in the cities,
avo sufforing and dissatisfied with the oxisting state of things, and
would welcomne any chauge which promised velief.  Many of the
«rievances seb fortn by Socinlists, were, he said, real aud should be
tomoved by legislution.  He read their platform. and sympathised
with wost of its domands.  Herbert Spencer had said that « That
Government was best which governed least,” but he thought there
wore soine exceptions, aud Awerica, uuder present conditions, was
such an exception. lagislation was needed to proteet the poor
aainst the envoachuwants of tho wealthy and powerful, many of -
whow had beeowe rich at the expense of poor tax uvayers. The -
lecturer favored n schiene for taxing all over very moderate in-
comes in proportion as they increased, and, in that way, to 1e-
distribute wealth, by lifting the burdens of taxation from the
shoulders of tho poor.

Mr Thowmpson is well informed upon the subject treated, and wo
do not doubt that the danger ho apprebiends is a roal one, and
shoulid be met by wise legislation. 1t is a question upon which a
wreat many wise and good men differ, but a quostion which in
Amcrica wust be solved in tho near future, Aftor the lecture,
soveral speakers made short addicssos, ainong whom were, Measrs, |
Jury, Hawke, and  Hargrave.

THE FREETHOUGHT JOURNAL. 121

Dr. Asn K. Butta the spirited proprietor and publisher of ¢ The
Evolution,” is using overy effort to mako that able Monthly a sue-
Tho stafl’ of contributors aro not surpassed by any liberal
papor in the United States, in cither quulity of mind, or vor.
sutility of informution. i pages aro dovated to the elovation and
adjustment of many conflicting intorests ; Scionce, Religion, Labor,
Politics, &re., on just and praceful terms. My, Butts affords the
oppurtunity to readers to havo the Lvolution gratis, by sending it
freo to any purchaser of 85,00 worth of Books at publishers price.
He also gives to each subseriber a copy of a good book, published
at 21,50, to boselceted, from more than twenty different books, in-
cluding * The Koran,” complete.

G. W, Cuooke, n Unitavian Minister, has contributed a veory
able serivs of articles on the “ Evolution of Religion.” The very
pith and msrrow of Spencer, Tyler, Fiske, &c. Prof. Groto of
Buffalo, also contributes a sevies of articles, on “ Protestantisw
and Science.” The April issue has Prof. Crotes, third article
iz which he denls with the Old Testrment, where he shows
awong clher things that “ Tho Mosaic Commogony is av variance
with tho ascertained sequence of Evolution, and its trutl: cannot
bo gustained except by a process of veasoning, by w.ich anything
can be made out of anything.” He handles Rev. J. Cook, Dr.
Talva.e jund Dr. Taylor without gloves, but fuirly and masterly.
Mesmis. Edger, Lum &e., &c., are each and all ablo writers. The
whole stafl’ is good, the papor lavge, aud handsomely printed. We
will sond the Freeraoveur JourNan, and Zvolution for one
year, for Two Dollas,

CeNs,

——

The May number, being the first of thesecond volume of tho
Speritual Gffering, is to hand.  In appearanse it is not surpassed
by.any magazine at the eice, in America. Its cor onts are
varied and interesting. Some of the articles, particurlarly one
from tho pen of Prof. Denton, on the “ Hinderances to the spread
of Spiritualism,” beiug very liberal in tone. ¢ Reviow of current
Literature,” by Willimin Emmotto Coloman, adds materially to both
tho iunterest and value of the publication. We will send the
Freeraovcut Joursar, and the Offering, for one year, for Two
Dollars, or the Jovrsar, Offering and Evolution, for one year for
Thyee Dollors.

Britp your new mausion before you take down the old cabin,
—Pasitive Thinker.

HTow can we, when we want to build the now mansion on the
samo ground upon which the old cabin stood 1

Wo hiave recoived Pettongill's Neawspaper Directory, for 1878
published by S. M. Pettengilia Co., 37 Park Row, New York. Tt
is tho most complete thing of its kind wo have ever seou. Thetotal
nunber of papers recorded in it, including those in the Dominion,
is cight thousand six-hundved and fiftcen. Tho work 18 embolished

. with portraits of some of the leading newspaper men of Linerica,

living and dead—the frontespieco being a fine portmit of the
publisher, 3. AL, Pettengill Esq. The work is not only invalua-
ble to nowspaper men, but also to those who wish to advertiso ox-
tensively.  Messrs. S. M. Pettongill & Co,. are widely known, and
thoroughly honorable' and reliable, and can procurc better terms
for ndvertisers, than perhaps any other advertising agency oxtant

B. F. Underwood lectured at Duluth, Minn., May 19, 20, 21,
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St. Charles, Minu.,
Iowa, from May 28th to June 2ud.

Owing to the porsistent cfforts of Mr. Johu Groom, of Meaford,
the Christians of Meaford have consonted to n debate botweon Mr.
Underwood and Mr. Braden, provided the former will allow the
latter to stato tho questions in s own way, and to agreo to all
the conditiens tho latter chouvses to make. We aro in recoipt of a

1

t

printed copy of thuso conditions and questions, and find the former -

one sided, an- the latter stated neither fully cr fairly ; just such
conditions and just such questions, in fuct, as wo would expect to
emeonato from a man liko Braden. Wo have uo donbt he has
u written ossay to fit each question ho proposes for discussion, as
outsido of written essuys we are of the opinion he would be entirely
lost in & dobate with u fry lessable opponent than Mr Underwood.

Mr. Groom informs us that Mr. Braden denied the truth of our .

representation of tho correspondence between us, as published in
last JourNaL. We now stute, that every assertion we made re-
garding such correspondence, was literally true in every particular,
and if ho desives it, we will substantiato our assertions by
Clristian cvidence alone. We are not in the habit of waking
stutements wo are unable to prove, which 3. Braden may find to
his cost. If wo were to state one tenth part of what we know,
and can prove, regarding Mr. Braden, the peoplo of Meaford, Owen
Sound and Toronto, would searcely feel like endorsing him.  ““ The
Report of Committee of Arrangements,” of the Meaford Christians
which contains the questions and conditions, 1 signed by others, but
bears unmistakable signs of Mr. Braden's supervision.

Wo congralulate our young friend G. S. Callleck, whoso letter we
publish in anotber column, upon his election as Asst. Secretury of
the Owen Sound Freothought Association, We received a short
visit from him Inst week, and found him ar intelligent, gentle-
manly, and promising young Freethinker. What is thought of
him in Owen Sound, may be inferred from the fact that when called
upon to give evidence before a court thero recently, the judge, not-
withstanding both Mr. Caldleck and his brother avowed themselvos
Freethinkers, and though objected to by opposing Counsel, adwitted
their evidence, and instructed the jury that the beliefs of the
witnesses should not bo allowad to prejudice their minds against
thom. These acts show two things; that our friends beur
exoellent characters, and that wo have, at least, one sensible judgo
in Canada.

There is one thing which wo will allow Herbert Spencer to rauk
as Unknowable, and that is, why we have not reccived the
DLositive 1 iinker rogularly. If ¢ the gods did it,” we will never
forgive them, as they nearly deprived us of a feast fit for them.
selves, and through selfishness too, as we havs no doubt Bros,
Henderson and Brown would have mailed them cach a copy free,
had their addresses been forwarded. Well, wo have thom at last all
in one bateh, and wo havo devoted the whole morning to reading
them, and must now—we wero going to say, make up for lost
time, but we have been amply repaid—resuine our duties with in-
increased cnergy.  Wo liko the Positive Thinker, and can endorse
almost every word in the numbers we havo read. Ringing, clear,
bright, sparkling, crisp, and botter than all tho reat, trus words.
Woe imagina—perhaps wo are mistakon—that we can detect the

95, 27, au: 1 will lecturo at Nora Springs ' hand, the hoad and tho heart of woman through almost overy

page.  If tho “fittest survive,” tho Positive Thinker will attain u
good old age,

Our friends should call on Mi. Jnmes Leslie, No. 6 Queen St.
Eust, when they aro in want of anything in the Boot and Shoe
lino. They will find him a genial honorable man, and a thovough
Liboral. Mo keeps the best of stock at ressonable prices. Don’t
forget the place : three doors cast of Yonge Street, on the north
sido of Queen St.

Mrs. Sarah B. Chase, oditor of The Physiologist, N. Y., was
arrested recently by the Inquisitor General of America, Anthony
Comstock, upon a most frivolons pretoxt. Next day ho caused the
case to be offensively and untruthfully paraded in the columns of
the Now Yok Tribune. Mirs. Chase replied, denying the truth of
the charges, and pointing out the malicious falschoods of the In-
quisitor. Mrs., Chaso was honorably discharged on the first
beaving. Is there no redress for such outrages? Must tho in-
nocent suffer at the hands of such brutes as Comstock, instigated
by tho hatred and intolerance of the Young Men's Christian As-
sociation? If not, there is something radically wrong in such a
state of things. Law in that case, is but an engino to be used by
the orthodox to suppress freedom of thought, of speech, and of the
pross.

Mr Honderson, of the Positive Thinker, is performing a useful
and permanent work, by instructing a number of young Tudies and
gentlemen in & catechism of Positive Thought. This prosent class
is a Training-closs,—tho learncrs, a8 soon as well grounded in
Positivism, to each form separate classes for thewe.ives, and carry
the good work on. This normal training system is worthy of
imitation by all who wish to diffuse aud perpetuato their opinions.

Tho item following Mr. Coleman’s article on page 130 of this
Issue, should have been credited to the Positive Thinker.

THE MOSAIC COSMOGONY.

BY G. W. GRIFFITHS.

(Continued.)

Let us now revert to our Reviewer, whose well-turned sentences are
at least pleasant to the ear, anu far from being uninstructive.

“Those who were inclined to bo afraid, that the Mosaic Record
would bo discredited, havo long since lnid aside their fears. It has
Veen foung tha., far from being upsct by scientific_enquiry, the Bible
acconnt of the creation .ccords in a vory remarkable manner wmith
modern discoveries ; and long belore Max Muller put the fechng into
words, it was felt that only by treating our own sacred books with
nether more or less mercy than the sacred books of other nations, they
could retain their position and influence.” .

* When onco the plunge was mado, it was soon found, as might Fave
been expectod that the fault was not in tho oraclo, but in tho interpre-
tation ; and 1t 18 very remevkable in how many and unox ected direc-
tions tho testimony of Moscs has been atrengthoned by the cnticism,
not nlways friendly, whick it has recoived.” L

Now this is all very glib, smooth and delightful, but it will not hald
water. It will, I venturo to think, bo presently scen that tho orthodox
are somewhat prematurs m their hasto to dischargn the burden ot ther
fears, and that the degreo in which the Bible account of tl:? croation
accoras with modemn discoveries is not 5o ¢ very remarkable.”

If the orthodox wero capablo of clear and honost introspection, thoy
would distruat the exuberance of their own exultation over the ah%ht
loophole opened by enlargoment of interprotution in the caso of a
single wotss-a narrow basis om which thoy at onco proceed, without
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duo survey, to orect a vory precarious aud topheavy snpomtmctnm

But the godly are thunkful for small mercies! If thoy wera not
judicially stone-blind—if thoy would by any means gather courago to
drop the scales which deaden their montal vision—thoy would soe that
their only hope is in adoptiug, with as little delay as possible, ho
broadest interprotations they can discern, and even that course cannot
prqscr\('f to the Bible thoe superstitious reverence 1t has ntherto
enjoyed.

So blind are such writers as the gentleman with whom we ar dealing,
that he does not, appavently, preceive the forco of hus own aduussions.
Max Muller himself sits in the same durkness.

It is truo that the Bible may gain, by losing its character for plenary
inspiration, tho rational position and influence due to its literary and
historical valug, which are, in somo respects. unique. But tho very act
of treating it with noither more nor less mercy than the sacred bools
of othor nations, destroys its sancity and dcethrones it from its high
estate. Do you believe, gontlomen sacerdotalists, in what you call,
by courtesy, tho aacred books of other nutionsi No! They are not
sacrod to you. On $ho contrary you beliove them to teach the utmost
falschood, fraught, in your opinion, many of you, with danger of eternal
torment.  But you bolieve the Bible to bo the actual word of tho
almighty god you fancy youadore, If this bo go, how dare you profane
it by criticism such ns you apply to the Vodas, tho Tripitaka, the
Talmud, or the Koran, the sancity of all of which, being in your
opinion utterly spurious and mistaken, is to you no sanctity at all1
If the Biblo be divinely mspired ; if, in effect, it be really and traly
sacred, (and you say it ig) it is above criticism, and you ‘*‘sin against
the Holy Ghost " in daring to submit it to the lightest breath of criti-
cism. Thoe * fault was not in tho oracle, but in the interpretation,”
wasit{ Yet has the church with blataut self-complacency, trumgotcd
up, and bragged and canted of this solf-same particular form of ¥‘in-
terpretation ” as the ¢ open Bible™ which was the glory of Protestant
England, rnd the sole and only ¢ vado mecum ™ of righteousness to tho
whole earth. With this ¢ interpretation” fanatical missionaries have
turned the paradis.aic existenco of gentle savages in baliuy isles to
conventional purgztories.  With tlus interprotation in his hand the
ubiguitous priest, who, Professor Clifford justly says, *“ is in all places,
and at all times tho greatest enemy of all mankind,” does his bost to
stawp out truth, light, acience, happiness and virtue, and to cxalt in-
tolerance, bigotry, narrowness, gloom, fear, ¢f envy hatred and malice,”’
not only for this world, but in ascribang them to God. Thank God
the strength of the pricst equale not his truculenco in this our day,
when the true * day spring from on Jugh * visiteth us.

Let us continue to fullow tho Biblical apologist, taking especial note
of the jaunty clerical affectation of candor.

¢ Tho so-called ‘ chronology * was derived from two lists, ono oxtend-
ing from Adam to Noah, the other from Nozh to Abraham. These
lists purport” (mark the want of confidence in the * inspired recowd,”
on a plain matter of fact) ¢‘ to give the direct line of descent from
father to son, and tho age of cach individual member of tho genealogy
at the time when the next in succession was born. As Adam was
supposed (the italics are my own) to have boon created six days after the
commencement of the creation, it was simplo work to add up the sum,
and tix the age of the world. Aslong as tho progress of physical science
showed us neceasity (bear woll in mind I pray you, dear reader, Mr. Lo
Sueur’s remarks)for supposing a lengthened period to havo clapsed be-
woen the creation of the world and that of man, it was taken for
?'mntcd almost without discussion that, when God had created the

Teaveus and the Earth in the beginning, Ho at onco set about the
work of arrauging them for tho use of man; that he distributed this
work over six ordinary days, and, at the closo of the Gth day, introduced
our firet parents on the scene.  Although this reseived chronology has
for ngos rested upon tho supposed authority of the Bible, the sacred text
really says nothug at all upon the subject.”

Docs it not? ~Wo aro indeed sufliciently accustomed to tho dodges
and ovasions of the thcologians as to the cvident meanings of plain
words, but if the *“sacred text  says nothing on this point, then thero
is no fonger any meaning in tho words atall. Will any ano one read
the s0 called Mosaic acoount carefully aud i snestly, and vonturo to
stand up and say that it does not bear tho strongest internal ovidence
of having been written in tho most absolutely literal senso?  Will any
ono underiake to explain away tho rigidity with which cvery day’s
creation is cmphatical?y clamped doiwen 80 to speak, to literalness with
the words * tho ovening and the morning ” wero tho day, oven to the
closo of the sixth? What evening and morning, do the theolugiana
protend to say, marked the closo and the opening of successivo mighty
poriods in the condensation and cooling of tho stupendous
mass from nobulosity to habitabloness! The divines themsolves
ackuowledge that tho whole record was re-writton 1n the eaptivity, and
wonderful, in tho absenco of sciontific appliances such as wo havo at
enmmand, as was tho ancient knowledge of astronomy, it is tho height
of absurdity to supposo that either Moses or the Chaldean sages know
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anything of tho nobular hypothesis. Do tho orthodox imagine that if
that knowledge had been revouled it would have beon clothed in doubt-
ful languago !’ No. The things which tho prophots knew they could
spoak of with that singulnr annd somotines oxtremely unpiensant divect.
neas of terms which chuructorizcd the Jewish apecch, [t was only
dualing with the urksown that they disguized their ignorance aud en-
tranced their fictitious dignity, with mysticism of language.

A very slight acquaintaneo with the peculinritios of Eastern styles
sullices to indicate that the writer was simply bont un producinga plau-
siblo account of the beginning of things, with that singular _ombisa-
tion of terac and lofty cloquence with the plainest matter-of-factuess,
which is counnon alike to the Bible .nd to tho Arabian Nights. It is
almost needless to insist that thero is not a shadow of real evidence
that Mosea wroto thu Book of Genusis, and indeed, that book would
gain nothing in authority if theve were ; while, in view of the abject
acquicscence which oven cultivated men of this scientitic day yield to
sacerdotal fictions, no surprise can be felt that the boldest fublo shonld,
under ecclesiastical anthorty, suffico for a basis of bolief to the facile
credulity of those custer— races whose prime and deezy oven, aro as
little marked as their intancy, by the faculty of analyses; and who, to
tho present day, are as wildly fanciful and superstitious ns in the tines
of Ishmaol and Egau. Tho “ Education of the world,” a0 beautifully
illustr ited by Bishop Temple in the finest of the ¢ Essays and Reviews,”’
has not only left tho oriental untouched, but has even failed as yot
to emancipato the Anglo-Tenton—the highest development of the greut
Aryan family—from ths domination of an ancient myth, which may
havo been in its origin Exi;yptian, Syriau, or Chaldean, but is more pro-
bably to be traced, like the legend of Cain and Abel, to the Hindoo-
Koosh, the cradlo of the Aryan race.

“But,” (coutinues tho Quarterly) ¢ tho' the nssertions which wero
80 long made upon its supposed authority are not really contained in
tho Pentatcuch, it is curious to observe how exactly the words of Moses
{1) appear to fit the most recent discoverios of acience.” The impudenco
of assumption involved in this statement is simply sublime, but it is
precisely this exactitudo of tit which constitutes tho point to the eluci-
dation of which our investigation tends.

* No one has supposed ” (our adaptive friend goes an to say) “tluat
we were intended to learn science from the Bible.” Se we are brought
down to a quibble of thig kind, for in the history, it is nothing more
norless. The priests arc in this day compelled to acknowledge so much,
but their concession comes i1 to lato to ment thanks or approciation.
Let us again remember the words of Le Sueur.  No, we know full well
that science is not to bo learned from the Bible. But tho boldest and
most shameless perverter of truth who ever donned chasuble, cope,
alb, stoly, surplico, bande, or gown, will scarcely daro to atlirm that
theology has not at all times moved {or tried to move) hoaven and
oarth tu make tho Bible override scionce.

Wo all wet” know the story of Galliles ; aud, chafo and fume as it
may, the Catholic Church can nover wipo out its stigma. In every age
the churches have been, as far thoy have dared, or possessed the power,
the relentless foes of science, truth and progress. It has been the
santo thmg from the thine when thoy nearly frustrated the divine
enthusiasm of Columbus, to the present hour, when they still gabble
of the ascent of Elijah, and tho transformation of Lot's wife, and hold
tho numbering of Israol by David to havo been, in some inscrutable
sense, a sin calling for the sacrifice of 70,000 innocent Habrows., The
world is indebted to Professor Clifford for the compreheusive verity
4T sce no reason to impugn the evidenco of tho fact that, at all tiincs,
and in all places, the pricst has cver been tho greatest enemy of all
mankind."” I quote from momory only, but the words are very nearly
exact, and at ’ﬁ events render the sense absolutely.

Evangelical Protostants will tell us thoy thank God they aro no. as
thoso other mon.  Let any man wito marks the signs of the times, and
is capablo of estimating tho forces of human tendencies, consider oven
s0 apparently mild a manifestation of intoleranco as the rabid Pharisa-
ism and crazy sclf-righteourncss of tho tea-totallers, who true to
orthodox instiucts, desire to retrograde three hundred years, to sumptu-
ary laws; and let him ask himself whether the difforence between
Torquemada and the Zealots of tho teapot be ono of kind, or one only

of degree.
( To be continued. )

Mr. W B. Cooko, of tho Rose-Belford Pubhishing Co., celled on
us, wo find him well posted on literary and sciontific matters,
such as ~o expect of ono connected with tho Fortnightly Review.
Wo learn from him that the Canadian Provinces are taking more
intorest in tho world they live in, than formerly. Ho gavous &
number of namos, whom ho thought would appreciate the PosiTive
Tuisker.—Positive Thinker,



CORRESPONDENCE.
Owex Sousp, April 22ud, 1878,
Ta the Editor Frurrsoveny JorrNar :

Duar Si,~—The iucessant hammering which we, the Free
thinkors of this town, have sustained, at the hands of thut chum-

ps a of Christinuity, Prof. (t. Braden, during a period of nearly |

three weeks, in which lo lectured alinost nightly ; has not had
the offect of leading us buck as stray sheep to the paths of Ortho-
doxy ; on the contrury the ineffoctual cfforts which ho made to
dispol the doubts of Seeptics; and refute tho arguments of
Infidels; have if possiblo more thoroughly convinced usof the truth of
thoe position held by Freethinkers. That, together with the cowardly
attempt made by our local Rev. comfortors, to place uw, ns it wero,
outside the pale of society, by their (iv‘famous petition to the
‘Town Council (which you have already noticed in your Jourxav)
hag roused our energy amd indignation, and *few but undis-
mayed ” wo have re-orgunized our assuciation ; vesolved, that the
fust-spreading rovolution in roligious thought shall have tbe
assistence of our combined offurts.

Wo Leld a special mesting on Sunday, 7th inst, at the house of
afriend ; the attendance was good,  Mr. T. W. TIugo, prosident, in
the chair, ‘The necessity for appointing un asst. sceretary arising
from tho long and unavoidabloe absence of our secretary, Mr, W,
5. Cain, was wet by appointing Mr. G. S. Caldleck to that oflice.

Somo unfinished buyiness in reference to platform and by-laws
was aisposed of. A motion to the effect that steps bo taken to
bavo this Association ro-organized as a branch of the ‘Loronto
Frecthought Association, was unanimously adopted. A committee
way appointed to secure & pormanent place of mecting ; other busi-
ness of minor importance was transacted. My, Hugo then fuvored
us with some well selected readings, which were heartily applauded.

1 have no doubt that when we havo a meeting 100m of our own,
our assewnblies will bo regular and well attended, for the cause hns
many sympathizers in the town who have never openly avowed it,
who may be induced to stand by us when our Association is better
orgunized. I cannot close without expressing how glad U was to
seo those heavty congratulations which you have received on the
corse you have taken with regard to * Clerical Scandnl.” 1
believe these congratulutions wara well deserved.  Your action in
that matter is a chatactenistic incident showing the highly moral
nims und objects of your Jornsarn.  With wishing success to our
Asgociation, and all similar ones, wherever they may be, and to
your plucky little Jornxar, I will conclude.

Fraternally yours,
J. S. CaLDLECK,
Asst. Seeretary O.8.F.A.

Evtron JourNAL—
Mearorn, May 11th, 1878,
DEear SIR,—

You will sec by the onclosed sheet that there was a public
meeting in Meaford, last Monduy night. You never witnessed
such wiserable means adopted to stiflo Freothought and debate, as
as was carried on at that meoting by tho clergy, seven in number,
They hiad propared resolutions to potition the Council atot to grant
tho Town Iall for Mr. Underwood to lecture in, nnd anlso to peti-
tion the mayor not to grunt mo the drill shed, {n large building
here), but the town hall and drill shed too, have heen prounsed we,
if needed, so my clerical brethren have beon foiled in effurts to pre-
vent Freothought being advocated in Meaford; «But T think you
never sawsoven Rev. gents taken to task, and bearded to their
teeth, as thoso wore on that oceasion. Had 1 spoken twenty-
five yoars ago to those men as I did on Monday night last, the
audience would have considered thut thoy woukl be doing, buth
God and society, a dutiful act to put mo out of existence, hut in-
stead, thero was applauso all over tho chureh, when I brauded them
with moral cawardico and dishonesty, for taking wagoes for ndvo-
cating a rehgion that they had noither ability nor courago to
dofi il in debato, or even allow another to do so for them. 5 fully
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! robuke from either of tho papers.
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expected the Menford papers would denounce me for gpeaking so
disparngingly of their ministers, but not ono word of
Bradzen came to Meaford on
Friduy, and lectured in the Town Tlall st night.  TTo gave the
ministers a rebulie tor adopting the courss thoy had tuken, us he
said ¢ they might s34 well strive to prevent the sun from tising, as to
provent freedom of thought by sucl means,’ if, ag he said, “vou
intend to put down Freothought, you must do so by foreo of con-
clusivo argument.” 1o spoke very disrespectfully of Mr. Hurgrave,
for the muuner iv which he had treated him in the Jotryay, he
styled it “base and untruthful,” but to-morvow night L shall take
the Jovrrsar to the ITall, nod vequest M. Beaden to vead the
correspondence to the audience, to show them thut ho has not beon
80 unjustly dealy w th as ho imagines, and if ho refuses to voad the
mntter complained ofy T will read it for him, agonly g own words
e given 1 dow't know if we shall avrange for a debate, s
Braden wants to bave tho entire control of points for discussion.

* He dow't seem dinposed to take the negative of the Bible being of

human origin—shall know moro on the matter in a day or two
and will let yon kunow.

Do you intend having Mr. Unlerwood in June, ag ho informs
we, he cun come them, becauso if you do, T shall certuiuly have
him come to Meaford.,  Must conclude with my best wishes {o
my Iufidel friends in Toronto.

Fraternally yours,
Jouyx GRroow.

Tasc Surerion, April 22nd, 1878,
Friesp Hanreurave,--

Having mede a trip to Duluth, the Chicago of the North-West,
(us was to be, but is not), wheve Frestl vught blooms and Bro
Aitchell is working hard to kick the dovil out of the constitution,
while orthodoxy is using its best endeavors to keep the clover
footod gent, thir best friend, in theic midat, T thought perhups
a fow items wight prove intoresting to the renders of the
Frerruoveur Jornsan.,  Although tho gallant steameor “ City of
Own Sound,” lnd about 250 passengers on board, very fow in
cidents worth vecording transpived.  The cver varying and
beavtiful scenery of the Sault Sto Marie, the diflerent mining aud
fishing stations und other ubjects of intavest were passed aud duiy
admired. Dume nature seemed to have been on her best behaviour,
and to have decked horself in her best bib and tucker during the
up trip, and not until we had safely lunded our passongers in
Duluth did she show horself in any of her blustering angry tantrums;
then she let herself out in grand style.  Old Sol. the head of the
family, hid himself under the bed out of sight till tho Dumne's
wrath kad subsided, and promised to bo home early every night
oxcopt lodgo nights. The good lady acted in a very ridiculous
manuer, she roared, howled, throw things around prowmisciously,
wept, thundered, flashed, shricked, and then womanlike, wound up
with a geod ery. Saturdny morning, as if wishing tv make amends,
sho appeared bright, glorious and radiant with smiles, and wag
withal 80 wood humoured, that the aforo-inentioned bead of the
family thought it saf to come forth frem his hiding place and go
a fishing,  The ** Noreaster” wus over,

During the trip, a tali, gaunt, hangry specimen of a newly
fledged Presbyterinn minister, dressed in sable robes, and an im
maculato white tie, seeing mo reading the last issuo of the Fuke
TROUSNT JOURNAL, went _for me, lively at fivst, but cooled duwn
whon by ensy stages 1 got him flonndering avound in the meshes
of Free Will aud Predestination, then, having got the say, I com-
forted Lim with an eahortation on tho soul-inspiving doctrine of
total depravity, introduced him to the Patriarchs and their
familics, thenee to the flood i d creation, ete. At the start he
rode me rough shod, telling me Td Lo dammed if T would not
believo, have faith, and come to Jusus ; but I respectfully declined
his invitation. Io afterwards sent me somo tracts by ono of the
waiters, Mutdid not tryto ropemein to the foldany more-I'mso sorry.
During onr stay in Daluth, 1 dropped in on our friend Mitchell

of the Duduth Tribune, aud fonnd him well, in good spivits, and as
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usual, in good humor, None tho worso for the inexcusuble Ligh-
haaded attempt at “sucred bulldozing,” his subscription lise
lengthoning as the opposition gors on. 1le expeets Mr. Underwood
there sometimo in May, when Mr. U. will doliver u couse of
loctuves, nbout which time you will probably hear of w ¢ great
awnkening.”  Tho Z'ribuneis n aeat, nowsy, * nice wicked” paper,
antd its Jditor a gentleman and u scholar.  Feavless and honest
prineipled, an able critic and one of the most plain spogen of
lites, 1o has dealt Orthodoxy in Duluth somo deadly
blows, and T am glad to ses is backed up by tho Liberal
citizeus of Duluth—=not u fow, The ¢ sucred bulldozing,” reforred
to above, wag o systematic uttempt on the part of two clergymen
and their dupes, toseare Mu. Mitchell out of publishing his ¢i..icsmn
ov their orthordox notions, by signing a vaper pledging themselves
not to subscribo for the *“ 7ihune " until thoso obnoxivus avticles
were dropped, but is did'nt work. My Mitchell bas achieved a
complete victory. I was informed, thut they even petitioned
President Hayes to remove M. Mitchell from the position he
held in the land oftico, Fooled again, and now they hido their
diminished heads in the shame of thenr divty action, while the
“ Pribune,” comes out spicy as usual, and as I said before, with
an increased subscription list.  Verily, to what ignoble means avo
the supporters of veligiun, who must be classed among the in-
cepables, driven t. balster up their creed, 'Tho old spirit of per-
secution scoms to yeb hmger among the orthodox portion of the
citizens of Duluth. The suwme spirit that in the 13th centwry
started the inquisition that kept Europo in # pool of blood for
hundreds of years, thut burned John Huss and Jerome of
Prague ; that impolled Luther in speaking of Popes and Curdinuls
to excluim “Why not wash our hands in their blood ;” John
Knox to clamour for the death of the « Queen, along with tiat of
lier priests;” tho English parlinment to defend persecution as
necessary to advance tho glory of God ; the Scottish parlinment
in sentencing catholics as idokuters, to sny it was & “religinus ob-
ligation to executo them;” Cranmer to condomn six annbaptists
to death’ ** one of whom a woan, was burnt alive ;* John Calvin
toburn Servotus ; “ the Puvitans, to whip the harriless Quakers
from town to town,” &e., &c, “all for his glory,” but enough
of these sickening details ; let us rather Jook forward to the time
when tho peacoful white banner of humanity and reason, shall bo
the unanimous substitute for the bloody red cross of christianity, &
consunmtion devoutly to be wished for, worthy of the encrgies of
every Freethinker in hastening.
Yours truly,
SquiLts.

MYTHOLOGY—SHORT STORIES FOR THE YOUNG.

BY JMRS. ELMINA D. SLENKER.

No, 2—Rhea.

As tha woman i3 said to bo the half of man, and by many is
+ knowledged to bo tho better half, while some even go so far as
to suy sho is tho last, best, and most perfect production of the
creative power, and iz somy day destined to be the supremo head
of all, and to excel in wisdom and goodness hor present “lond
and master” man.  Qur story of Satwin will not he complete
unless wo supplemont it with that of his sister and wife Rhien,
who was worshipped as a Goddess in Crote, and also in many ot’.er
paris of Greece.  Mary, tho holy virgin of Christian mythology,
tho Lotrothed of Joseph, the wifr (or ull that tho name implies),
of tho great Johovah of the universe, is worshipped in all
Christian countries of the eavth. By Catholics she is passionately
adored and euthusiastically idolized.  Prayers are oftered at
her shrine as to that of some great aud powerful Goddess, and she
is said to have accomplished marvolous cures and wonderful
miraclos. Sho is rlso worshipped among the Protestants. Por-
traits of the “Virgin and Cbild” hang overywhere upon the
walls of the houses, and they adorn the pages of our books, mnga-
zines, and even common newspapers ; for was she not the mother

of the son of God? 1Io who Las taken his futher's place in the
heavts and feelings of all the most aflectionato of his creatures?

Just so it was with Ithea,  She was tho wife of the groat futher
of the Gudy, the mother of the son of God, Jupitor, who after-
wards becume God himself, geeater than his {ather, ruler of the
curth and the heavens, und king of all tho Gods.

————** Resistless lord of all !

At wwhose command whole cinpires riso and fall ;

Ho shakes the feeble props of human trust,

And towns and wruties humblo to the dust.”
And is it not mect, then, thue his mother should be wo.shipped
and adoved by uwnciont Mythologists, just tho sumo as modern
mythologists now worship and adore the divine mother of “onr
Lovd and Saviour Jesus Christ” 1

The geutle, holy, loving naturo of Rhen, is shown in her desive
to preserve and save tho life, of one at least, of the littlo children
who wero born unto her. The mother's heart longed with an
intanse, passionnte longing, for the sound of little feet pattering
upon tho floor, for litile clinging hauds holding to her dress, for
tonder, soft and loving kisses from buby mouths, for sweet childish
voices that should eall to her in protty, pleading tones. Nothing
in ull thoe world beside coulld ever supply to her the place of those
¢ nud precious joys which are the groat heir-loom and inherent
birth-right of every mother that over lived,

But Saturn, mizdful enly of his own pride and powar, was such
an unnatural parent as to be eager to devour his own oflfspring as
fast as they cnme into existonco, rather than himself to run the risk
of being some dny deprived of his kir-'em by one of s sons.
Self ! sulf wag all his thought. He cc.  mat bear that his son
shouid succeed, equal and perhaps vival his sire. No throb of
that parental pride which vejoices in self-sncrifice for the suko of
the child of is love, stivred his heart.  But the great soul and
generous spirit of the loving Rhea could not endare to see the
little holpless ionocents murdored and sacrificed, ono by one, to
ministe) to the selfish pride and heartless nnbition of her husband.
The throne might pass to her son, and all worldly honor be his, so
long as it was Fate's decres.  She would welcomo humble
obscurity, nnd abjure all the paraphernalia of Queenly pride and
power, rather than accept them by being accessory to the crime of
murdering her own darling little ones ; o she gavo Suturn the
stone to swallow, and had the little Jupiter taken cure of by
Creten Nywmphs in a cave hidden from his futher’s sight.

Rhea was identitied by the Groeks in Asin Minor with the
Asiatic Goddess known as “tho great Earth-mother,” or the
“ Mother of Gods,” and also bearing other names, such as Cybele,
Adgistis and Dindy-mene, hence her worsbip bocnme of a wild and
enthusiastic character, and various Eastorn 15tes were added to i%
which soon spread through tho whole of Greece, From the
Orginstic natures of theso rites, her worship became closely con-
nected with that of Bacchue. Under the name of Cybele her
worklip was universal in Phrygia, and as Adgistis she was
worshipped with great solemaity at Pessinus, in Galatia, which
town was regarded ns the principal place of her worship.

Under different names we can traco this adoration of Rbea as
fur as the Enphratus, and even Bactriana, She was the Goldess of
the whole Eastern world. ¢ The Romans worshipped Jupiter and
his mother Ops, who was identical with Rhoa; in all European
conntries Rhea was conceived to be accomnpanied by the Curetes,”
—ncient peoplo who settled in Crete, and seemed to have heen
wandering priests and jugglers,  Tho Coryhantes ware euthusiastic
priests of Rhea, who ** with drums, cymbals and horns performed
their Orginstic dances in the forests and on the mountains of
Pluygia. In Rowe the Galli were her priests. The lion was
sacred to her. In works of art she is usually represented as
“ seated on a throne adorned with a mural crown, from which a
veil hangs down at the back. Lions appear crouching at the
right and left of her throne, and sometimes she is seen riding in a
churiot dvawn by four ljous,”  Shall we not judgoe from this that
alie was & groat chawmcter, as fully as worthy of our notico ng her
husband Satwrn?  Woman has too lony been doomed to “blush
unsoen and wasto hot sweetness on tho desert air,” and it is time
she was brought to tho front and occupied her true place us tho
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equal of hier brother man.  While Anthon gives us two and a half
columns of the biography of Sa'urn, ho dovotes burely sixtean
short lines to Rhea, and those only a repotition of the Saturnian
account. Tosay of her that sho was Mrs. Saturn secms to be all
he thought necessary. But this first woman-Goddess, the mother
of Gods innumerable, ns Evo is the reputed mother of earth-Lorn
races innumerable, equally deserves a place in the history of
worthy notables; hence have we devoted this wmuch of the valu-
able space of tho FREETHOUGHT JounNAL to her redemption
from the mists of obscurity.

ENOWLEDGE MISERS.

EpiToR FREETHOUGHT JOURNAL :—

A friend has fuvored me with a glance at your excollent
journal. I am glad to sce that Frecthought is so ably vindicated
in tho city of Toronto, a city that was my residence twenty years
ago, and of wlich I huve pleasant recollections. In tho  Casket
of Gems" of your Februury number, however, I find a “ gem”
which, if it is genuine, scems to me to nced to Le cither nowly
cut or newly sct, lore it is:—*“The more 2 man knows, tho
moro he is velued by others, and the nore competent ho is to pro-
vide for himself and for those dependent upon him.” [According
to iy observation this is not true.] * * * < Qur knowledgo
is our individual property.” [I think this is only partially true.
Have we not receivod nost of it from others, and do we not owe
a large portion of it to the institutions of society, and to mang
other circutostances than our own merit or our own ability 7 The
fact that ““no one can steal it from us, nor can they burn it or
otherwiso destroyat,” does not makeitany the more our individusl
proferty.] “ Lot us then each and all lay up in tho store-house
of our minds, immense hoards of this priceless treasure, so that
we may, in time, becotne fubulously rich"” &c, &e., is the portion
of this “gem " that I most objoct to. IReading it rocalled 40 wy
mind & thought of my own cxpressed in an articlo published in
tho American Socialist, of Avril 4th of this year. Perhaps I may
be excused for quoting the passage in which it occurs :—

+ Alas ! that the lofty mountain-tops of aociety, now, as ever—
with scarce an exception—obscured by tho pursuit of knowlalge
Jor its own sake, (liko the miser’s pursuit of gold), or by the still
less noble motive of ambition for selfish personal distinstion, in
their cfforts to penntrate the mystery of the infinite, and to un-
ravel tho problems of tho past, allow themselves in thoir icy
coldness to Le shut out from sympathy with tacir less lofty
brethren, and never deign to cast 2 glanco av the plaing Lelow
thom, much Icss at tho deep valloys and pits of misery enshroudod
and darkencd by their very shadows "

Hoanling knowledge is worse for mankind than hoarding gold,
becauso tho gold mizer tannot take his wealth to the grave with
him, whercas *he most of tho wealth of the knowledgo wiser
perishos with him.

I havo taken tho liberty of calling attontion to this subjoct
Locaure I think it las bicon rather over-looked, and I want to
know what others think about it.

Bostoy, 2Iass. W. G. L. Sxart.

Theio are two very serious errors 3 Ono that, whatever is old
ix false; the other, that whatever is new, is dangerous.—Positive
Thinker.

For ages, a doadly conflict has been waged betwoen a fow hravo
raen antl womon of thought and gonius on the one side, and the
great ignorant religions maxs on the other.  This is the war
between Scionce and Faith.  Tho few have appoaled to roason, to
Tionor, to law, to frnedom, to tha known, and to happiness here in
thix world. Tho many hzve appmled to prejudicr, to fear, to
miracle, to slavery, to the unknown, and to misery hereafter.
Tho fow
—Ingsr.

JOHN LITTLEJOHN.

John Littlejohn was staunch and strong,
Upright and downright, scorning wrong ;
Ho gave good weight, and paid his way,

o thought for himsolf, and he said his say.
Whenover a rascal atrove to pass,

Instead of silver, money of brass,

He took his hamiaer, and said, with a frown,
4 The coin is spurious, nail it down.”

John Littlejohn was firm and true,

You could not cheat him in ¢ two and two ;"
When foolish arguers, might and main,
Darken'd anu twisted the clear and plain,
Ho saw through the mazes of their specch
The simple truth beyond their reach ;

And crushing their logic, said, with a frown,
¢ Your coin is spurious, nail it down.”

John Littlejohn maintain’d the Right,

Threugh storm and shine in the world's despite ;
When fools or quacks desire his voto,

Dosed him with arguments, learn'd by rote,

Or by coaxing, threats, or promise, tried

To uin his support to the wrongful side,

« Nay, nay,” said John, with an angry frown,

¢ Your cvin is spurions, nail it dowen.”

When told that kings had a rightdivine,

And that the people were herds of swine,
That the rich alone wero fit to rule,

That the poor were unimproved by school,
That ceascless toil was the proper fate

Of al} but tho wealthy and the great,

John siwok his head, and swore, with a frown,
8 The cvin is spurious, naiiit down.”

When told that cvents might justify

A falsc and crooked policy,

That a decent hepe of future good

Might cxcuse departure from rectitude,

That a lie, if white, was x siall offence,

Ta Le forgiven by wen of sense

** Nuy, nay” said John with a sigh and frown,
¢ The coin is spurious, nail it doscr,

When told from the pulpit or the press

That Heaven was a pl;ace of exclumvencss,

That none but thosc could enter there

Who knclt with the ¢ orthodox ™ at prayer,

And held all virtues out of their pale

As idle works of no avail,

John's faco grew dark, as he swore, with afrown,
¢ The coin ix apurioxs, nail itdown.”

\Whenever the world our cyes would blind
With falsc pretences of such a kind,

With humbug, cant, and bigotry,

Or a specious, shaw philesaphy,

With wrong dress'd up in the guise of right,
And darkncss pazsing itself for light,

Let us imitate John, and exclaim, with a frown,
** The coins arc spurions, nail them doxw.”

MELANGE.

v J. T. 1., TORONTI.

Tho Toronto Frecthought Assaciation, Freothought literature,

. and the causo genemlly, reocivod special attention at tho recent

meoting, held in this city, of the Religious Tract and DBook
Socicty. For once the aliegad immorality and insignificance of
Freethinkers wero not paraded to tho gaze of Chriatian virtue,
but the Rev. B. . Dawart admitted that @ Infidclity ™ had a
Jiterature for the wlthy and the edusated, as well axfor the

: massor, Vioe Chancollor Blake paid a fitting tribute to the
vo said, “ Think " Tho many havo sxid, * Beliore ™ !
- admitting thatin ono evening they converted a sunday school

porsuasive oloquonce of tho spoakors in Albert Iall, by not only
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scholar to a belief in “no horeafter,” but that nearly the entiro
audience wero brought to the same opinion. Surely that must
havo been the Pentecost of our cause. The spread of Freethought
opinions was noxt recognized in u résolution moved by the Rev
Joshua Denovan, who startled tho audience by aunouncing thut
“ Infidelity was in a stato of white heat activity,” and that in
Mr, Piddington's large book stors hie learned that thero was no
demand for * Evidences of Christianity ;" but ruther for essays
and reviews in favor of scepticism.  Probably some of my
frionds may imagine that the Chiistian ministry are about to
abandon the rolo of the Ostrich, when pursued Ly hunters, and
to meet Freethinkers faco to faco; but they are mistaken. Tne
“ Ostrich” has only removed its head long enough from the pro-
toction of the sand to givo the mouth's appesl for more * mcuey
clearance of utterance,

CHARITY in its noblor application, appears to form no part of
the Rev. Joshua Denovan's code of virtues, for at tho mecting
above referrod to, aftor citing numerons incidents to prove that
Romanism had u» demoralizing effect upon ite believers, he eapped
the climax by making the bold, unpriucipled assertion that it
reduced Franca to such a degraded position that her men lacked
manliness, and her women lacked virtue. Surely it is time that
national projudices should bo relegated to tho sink of oblivion ;
but there is a strong probability that religious ignormnce and
bigotry, and not national animosity, may bo the source of the
stander. It is but fair that manliness should be defined. If it is
defined in the sonso of bravery, courage and boldness, the wars of
France, and especially the recent beroic defence made by her
Provisional Government, givean ample and full contradiction to the
slander; but is there not a nobler interpretation of manliness ?
Does not truc mai liness find its w-*nspring in humanity ¥ In
“ Views Afoot,” Bayard Tuvlor says that minong *“ tho dwellers on
tho hills of Proveuce, and besido the swift Rhone, wo almost in-
variably found Kind, %onest fearts, and an aspiration for something
better. * *  We found few so hardoned as to be insensible to a
kind look or a friondly word, and nothing mado us forget we were
among strangers as tho wany tokens of sympathy which mot us
whon least looked for.” Surcly this is o proof of bumanity ; and
whero there is humanity chero is found the highest and noblest
typo of manliness. I cannot discover language too forciblo to
express my abhorrenco of the umnanly manner in which the
women of & whole nation aro coolt characterized as wanting the
brightest jowel in woman's crown. Virtuo, in the scoso of
chastity, I, in common with Freothinkers, beleive to be, and to
have boen, in avery country and in every age, among the highest
cvolution of bumanity, and oven awmongst tho lowost buman-
avimal, the common property of woman, and that cases of un-
chastity bear the ssme numerical relation to chustity which cases
of disessc, in o heulthy community, bear to health. If Roman

spoculation and investigation by endeavouring to think in accord
with the teachings of their futliers.  In what theological sominary
is Frecthought taught in that sonse? Thoro is scarcely a
theological seminary in christendow in which studeats aro not
cotopel'ed to subscribo to a confession of faith before they enter.
Where then is tho frevdom of thought? ¥reethinkers are con-
sistent, for without exception they contend thut the education of
children should be purely secular, and thut religion should be for
the a2dult, or the young person of mature faculties, either to receivo
or to reject.

ILLEGITIMAOY.

The copy of petition below, was sent by a friend in Salem. It
was presented to thoe Alussachusetts Legislature in 1876, and
is about to bo presented again this winter:

“To the Senato and Mouse of Representatives : We, the under-
signed members of the community respectfully petition your
honorable bodies to abolish * Illegitimacy ” from our midst, and
thus enable overy woman who stands in the connection or relation-
ship of u wife, in any respect towards any man, to sustain her
position respectably, by acknowledgiug publiclysuch relation, and
recording her name ay # married woman, endowed with all the
rights and privileges pertaaning thereto, so that the law of nature,
which in all cases executes its judgmont towards women, shall
not bo iutercepted in ity judgment towards meu by all legal im-
munity from its results. Every u an knows that no child can be
illegully imposed upon woman. thereby creating ¢ father women ”
and illegitimate children. In this uplifting of ourselves we ask
you to legully sustain us, removing every obstacle, and extending
overy protection.,

Thoe above petition is a just and wholesome demand. A man
who is in the causo of bringing a child into the world withont
making such provision for it and itsmother’scotnfort asis made by the
superior aud many of tho less intelligent animals, sinks below
theso animals in all that should characterizo & man. It s he, snd
not tho child thut is & bustard. We never can have & high social
morality until we protect innocent children. and brand as infamous,
the authors of their generation and abandomment. To force a
child into the world under conditions which subject it to msult,
poverly, and a lifo of socizl inequality with others, is a foul uct of
treason, and is ix many cases, worso than murder.  The victim of
the murderer may bo cut off from life, perhaps of suffering ; but
tho other bas lifo thrust upon it, to be pelted during its continu-
ance by overy mean, narrow, and despotic spirit whom the law
way Lave stamped legal, but on whoso brow every true and pure
heart would write in plain black letters, tho word devil. To Lo
sired by a mean wretch is misfortuno cnough.  Bat for the law to

¢ sulyjoct tho innocent child to a condition less honorable than that

should tho women of tho Sonth of Ircland bave a world wide

repatation for chastity? Why should Protestant Scotland, and
Mothodist Cornwall, present to tho world the largest per centage of
illegitimato bitths! Personally opposed as 1T am tcall forms of
priestly governmont, I prefer to asssil, on purcly intellectual
g?unds, tho church of Rome, mather than by the foul tonguo of
abuso.

Tho same reverond gentlaman, in tho very same sposch, cavilled
in tho usnal manner against Liberal Thinkers ealling thomsolvcs
Frocthinkers; and he mado tho usual claim that Christian min-
isters encouragod freedom of thought. Now, that very assertion
makes it sclf-cvident that he, as a christian ninister, accopis the
application of tho word in & much narrower senso than Freo-
thinkers do. In advoating what is called Frecthought, we
contond that all human beings shouli pursuc knowledge nncon-
fined by tho limits of preconcsived opinions, »nd that overy
eacouragoment should bz given to young persons to think for thom-
wolvos, and to accept traths or principles on account of their
intringic value, rather than to dull the keen edgo of criticism,

- ——— e

held by its father, is & concentration of cruelty. 1 know no wonly

Catholicism bas made the women of France wantons, why then ' by which to express iy abliorrenco of the law and its upholders.

—JLositive Thinker.
We endurso  without veserve the above comments. They aio
all brave true wonds~-£4d. Journal

WHAT SHOULD BE THE BASIS O UNION FOR
LIBERALS ?

By Gro. E. Baxtes.

Tho subject of Union is 2 practical and important one for tho
consideration of Liberals. Liherals aro social beings liko otler
mon and women. \Whon liberals coaso to associato and sympathise
witls thoso who satortain differcat theological opinions fiom them-
selves, it is not because they aro indifferent to tho pleasures and
advantages of sympathy and union; but it is from Ik of
that common purposo and warm sympathics 20 necossary to form
a truo union of beart and purposo. Liborals do not fail to take
interost and join bands with anyone, in the wany common in-
torests of society, that are independent of class and creed. No
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one enn expeet thenn to take an fatevest in furthering the progress of
tho Church that is basad upon traditional theology. Liberals refuse
to be judged by the standards of the church. It would bo unfair
to conclude that they will tuke no interest in the church of
humanity founded on rational principles.  They will manifest un-
bounded zeal and enthugiasim when they huve proper orginazation
and are acted upon by the sympathy of numbers.  If the fow iso-
lated liberals seattered over the world, ave able to stand alono it is
as much as can be expected. It is encouranging to the pioncers in
the liberal ranks, that mtional ideas ave fast spreading over the
country ; and that in every village and bhamlet, advocates of
liberalisin are found in different stages of advancement. It is to
be expected that rational ideas in theology will be unpopular, and
ve opposed Ly ail who are cducated in a truditional fuith.  Wo
must be charitable nnd make ullowances for the prejudices of
early education.  Prejudices are liko old clothes, we cannot very
casify throw them off until they are well worn out, and we have
now suits to put on.

But liberals are a hetrogencous crowd, and at frat sight, it
would it would scem that & union similiar to that of .lie churely,
wag an impossibility. There are many things upon which they
can not be united, and all attempts to recomplish a union or dis.
puted points, will end in failure.  They eannot uunito upon = ereed;
for no two think alike. Thev can not centre on the Lible us a
standard of faith, or rule of action. They sco no virtue in an or.
dained ministry, and ncither sense nor utility in ordinances. Thoy

could not even unite on the affirmation of a God, or tho immor- .

tality of the soul. What then can form their basis of union, so as
to bring united action,when occasion requires? Tho true basis of
union will appear, when the object to be accomplished is under-
stood. The practical of liberalism, is to freo the human mind from
the galling fetters of ignorance and suporstition, aud to build up
true manly aul womanly chaucter; also to ameliorate, and i
pessible, cure many of the ills of society , as drunkenness, poverty
disease, crime, &c., &c. ,

The true basis of union then, must bo freedom, mental freedom,
and a purposo of work. On this broad basis all may unite, aud
will unite. Thero is nothing to Inuder the hiberals of Caunady,
fram aniting on this broad basix. On the purpose o work they may
disvide into smaller sections, regulated Ly loeal prenhanties, Lut
sull the main olject of freadvm and character, wil] form a bond of
union sulliciently stroug to bring us shoulder to shoulder when
VCRASING TeUITeR.

Wherever thete are a dozen hbeials in a city, town or village,
tirey should be united by this one bond of cnjoying wental froedom,
freedom of speech, aud of working together at whatever may secin
to them nest sudviaible,

Tho liberal platform must welcome upon it any ono who has the
couraze aud the ability in o gentlewany manner, to stuato and de-
fend his convictions.  They muy conrt discussion, and at the sawe
tima do things drecently, and in onder.
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Their press can not affurd to be less apprchensivo and libaral |

than theiv platform.  To my mind, the first purpose of work upon
wlich liberals should unite. is the disseminativn of theis views of
life and destiny, and 0 accomplish this, they shonld suppat a
paper. Tho best support & paper can reecive is subscribens, 1
hopo the Jorrvatn will fiud its way into the hands of every liberal
in the Dominion, but it will be somo timne doiug 20, witlout 2
united effort upon the pat of liberals,  To increase the circulation
of the JoURNAl, is oue «f the first things to do. 1 would not like
10 pass 2 hasty judzment, but I have wy doubts that the Joyusar
is not as librral »s it might Ye, but T havea firm belic? that it will
grow liberal as it grows older.

Yous comments on my asticle, in your last issue, questioning
tio right of Spiriturlism to rank as a liberalizing religion, and de
nying that the phenomena it oshibits is scientific, wero searcely
in keeping with tho molto of the paper ** In whatsorver may bo
doubled free diveraity” &, Litualists profess thal their roligion
ix a scientific one.  Prof Buchanan in his anniversary oration,
delivered before the Spiritunlists of Boston, at Paine Hall, March
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3lst, in speaking of the philosoply of theolagy snys, ¢ Science, stax-
oyed and majestic science, the stafl oflicer of Diety, has entered as
one clothed with authority, and spuken with a voice that sounds
far along tho centuries of nll coming time, above the din of mobs,
and armies ; of chanted crceds, and the roar of musketry that en-
forces falsehood upon conquured »ations.  Scienco in its materiul-
istic investigations, has taken cojmzance of the orvigin and move-
ments of worlds without 1egard to tho murvellous exploits of
Joshua, in controlling the sun. Then frum the broad basis of
geologic, and cosmic history, scienco looks up to the spirit realm
and cognizanco of all those questions of ethics, and the future life
and man's relation to the Divins, whick havo heretofore been held
as beyond tho reach of human investigation.” It can do no harw
to remind the readers of the Jotnryav of the fact, that tho phenom.
ena exhibited by Dr. Slado is performed in broad daylight, and
under whatever tests tho investigators may demand, and the
many scientists who have a world wido reputation in scientific
circles, are spiritualists. Certain it is that the philosophy of
spiritualism, requires no creed, no mediator between God and
man, no altar, no priesthood, and must of necessity bo a liberal-
izing religion. It,at the same timne. gives to many of the aspira-
tions of the human heart, the assnrance of positive knowledge and
will liboralize when materialistm will not.  But there is room and
need for all to work. We can wish tiemn a1l God speed.

Cancroy, St. Jony, 1878.

GEMS FROM INGERSOLL.

Whether the bible is truc or false, is of no consequenco in
comparison with the mental freedom of tho race.

Salvation through slavery is worthbless.  Salvation from slavery
i8 incstimable.

As long as a man believes tho bible to be infallible, that book
is his master.  Tho civilization ~f this century is not tho child of
faith, bat of unbelicf—the result of Freethought.

If the acconut given in Genesis is 1eally true, ought wo not
to thank this serpent? He was the first schoohnaster, the first
advocate of learning, tho first enewy of ignorance, the first to
whisper in human cars the sscrod word liberty, tho creator of
ambition, tho author of mudesty, of inquiry, of doubt, of investiga-
tion, of progress and of civilization.

Give mo the storm and tempest of thought and action, rather
than the dead calm of iguoranceand faith ! Banish me frem Eden
if you will , but first let mo eat of .ho tree of kunowladgo !

Beyond nature man cannot go, even in thought, abovo nature
he cannot rise—~below nature ho cannot fell

Beyond the nniverse thero is nothing, and within tho univeiss
the supernatural does not and cannot exist.

If abuses are destroyed, man must destroy them.  If slaves are
freed. wmen wust free than.,  If new truths aro discovered, wan
must discover them. If tho naked are clothed, if the hungary
am fod, i€ justic is done, if hbor is rewandod. if suporstition 1s
driven from tho mind, if the defenocless are protocted, and if the
tight finally trintuphs, all must be the work of man. Tho grand
victorirs of tho future must bo won biy man, and by man alone.

What would we think of a father, who should give a farmn to
his children, and beloro giving them possession siiould plant upon
it thousands of deadly shrubs and vines; shonld stock it with
ferocious beasts and poisonous mpliles: should take pains to put
a fow swanps in tho neighborhood to breed mlaua; should so
arrango matters, that the ground would oceasionally open and
swallow a fow of his darlings, and besides «11 this; should establich
a fow volcanocs in tho immediato vicinity, that might at any
moment overwhelm his culdren with nivers of firel  Suppose
that this father neplectod to tell bis children which of the plants
were deadly , that tho reptiles were poisonous , failed to say any-
thing about the carthquakes, and kept the volcano business & pro-
found sccret, wanld wa pronounce him angel or ficnd?  And yot
this is exactly what the orthodox God hus done.
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THE ANIMAL ANCESTRY OF THE HUMAN PACE,
FROM THE MONER TO MAN.

DY WILLIAM EMMETTE COLEMAN,

(Based upon Hacckel's History of Creation.)

(Condluded. )

IL=VERTEBRATE ANCESTORS OF MAN. (VERTEBRATA.)

NINTH STAGE. ShtLLLEss AN1ALs (Aerania).—The Lancelet, or Am-
phioxus, stands at tho lowest stage of ongamzation of all knewn Verte-
brates.  This exzeedingly interesting ard important animal, which throws
a surprisiug light upon the older routs of aur pedigree, is ovidently the last
ot the Molucans, —the last surviving representative of a Jower class of
Vertebrate animaty, very rich i forms, and very ighly developed during
the Primondial perivd. It stdl hives wadely distributed i dtferent scas ;
for instance, in the Haltic, North Sea, and Medaterranean, where 1t gener-
ally hives buried in the sand on flat shores.  Externally, the lntle
lanceolate ammal (two inches long)is go little like a vertebrate, that its
tirst discoverer regarded 1t as an unperfect naked snal. 1t has no legs,
aud neither head, skull, nor brain.  But stall the Awmpliuoxus anats external
atructure posses-es those mast importaut featurcs wlich distiguish all
\ ertebrate aummals from Invertebrate animals, namely, the sjanal rod and
spanal marrow.  In all \ericbrase animals without exception, Man in
cluded, theso amportant parts of the body, during the embryological
development out of the egg, onginally Legin in the same sunple fonm which
1s retamed throughout lite by the Amphioxus.  Since this httle animal v
ity embiryoual state entirely ageces wath the Ascidiane, and iu its furtler
azvelopment shows itsell to be a true Vertebrate, it forms a dircct traus-
ition from the Vertcbrate to the Invertebmte. Skullless animals of
cimilar structurce—out of which animals with skulls developed at a later
period—lived during the Primondial period, and originated out of the
Himatega of the cigkth stage by the formnation of the body segments, as
also by tho further differcatiation of all organs, especially the more perfect
dzvelopment of the dorsal nerve-narrow and the apinal Tad ying below it
Probably the scparation of the two sexes begau at thns stage, whereas all
the previously mentioned inverlebrate ancestors (except those of the thind
:;dnl fourth, —the first neutral stages) exhibited the comdition of hermaph.

1tes.

THRNTIL Stack : SINGLE.NOSTRULED ANIMALS (Wonorrhing).- -Out of the
skulldcss ancestors of man there arosc in the fimt place ammals with
ssulls, or Craniota, of tho wast imperfeet nature.  The lowest stage of all
stull hvang Cramota i occupicd by the class of round mauthed aniu als, or
Cyclostoma, namely, the l}:;g aml Lampreys. From the internal orgaui-
it of these single-nostnlod annnals, or Monarthina, we can fonn an
approximate idea of the nature of the human ancestors of the tenth stage.
Inthe former, an in the latter, skull and brain must have bcen of the
umlvlat form, and many important organs, as for example, the svimming
Wadder, the sympathetic nerve, the splecis the jaw skeleton, and both
prairs of lega, may probably as yet not existed.  However, the pouch giiis
and the rouad sucking wmouth «of tie present Cyclostama must probably be
reganiod as purely adaplive charactenstics moro 1 antly acquined, winch
drl 1ot cxit mm the cortmspondiug stage of our ancestore  The single-
noatrilod animals ariginated duning the I'amonhial period out of the skull.
less animals by the auterior ciul of the darsal wmarrow developing into the
brain, and the antenor end of the dorsal chiond into the skull

ELsvENTH Stack: Pumvaxat Fisit (S-'ackii). - —Of all known Vertchrate
ammals, the anccstrrs of the Prim.cval Fish alic . ed st reacmlilance to
the still living Sharks.  They originated out of the ringlenostnled
anumala by the division of the mngle nostril into two lateral halves, by the
{-nnation of a sympathctic nervous avatem, a jaw skelcton, = swimming
Walder, and twe pairs of legs (breast fins or fore legs, and ventml fins or
hind lcgs). The internal organization of thix stage probably, upan the
whale, carreapondad to the lowest apecics of Shatks known to us.  They
el as early as the Silurian prerind, as s proved by the fassil remaing of
Nharka feom the Salunan strmta.

Twzirrit Stack . Mon Fisi (Dipaesata).—Qur twelfth ancestral atage
18 formed hy Vertclirates which probably pmssessed a reniiote rescmnblance
Wthe still living Salamander Fish.  Daring the dry scason, in fsmmer,
these strango animals bury themaclves in a nest of Imves in the dry mudg
aml thon breathe air threogh lungs like the Amplibia ; but during the wet
scasan, in winter, they live in rivers and bogs and breathe water throngh
Slls like Fish, In many particulars they resemble Fish more than Am-
Phabia, but in other foatures th.y resemble Amphibia, opecially in the
trnation of their langs, nose, and heatrt.  Owing to the complete blend.
iz of charactoriatics which thes vresent, they Uelang neither 20 the class
of Fish or Amphibia, but are a speaial clars of Verichinata, forming the
transition hetween Fishes and Amphibianx.  They ongpnated ant of the
Fnmareal Fish fprobably at the beginning of the Palxwlithic or Prunary
jxniod) by :ul:];lauon to lifc onlaml, and by the tranaformation of the
wimming Lladder into an arbreatting lang, and of the naml eavity
fahich now openod into the cavity of the month) mnto am]‘wgu. The
v;:icl of tho ancestors of Man which lircathed air through lungs began at
thin ata
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TIRTRETR STAGE : GILLED ARruiMays (Sexodranckia). - Qut of thoee |
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Mud Fish, which are considered the primary forms of all tho lunged
Vertebrata, there developed the class of Atmplubia as the main line of air.
breathers, Here began the five-toed furmation of the toot, which was
thence transmitted to the higher Vertebrata, aud tinally alss to Man. ‘The
gi'ed Amphibia must be looked upon as our most ancient Amphibian
anc tors ; hesides possessing lungs, they retained through life regular gills,
hike the sull hving Proteus and Axolotl. They originated out ot tho
Dipneusta by the transformation of the padidhug tins into five-toed legs,
and also by the more perfect differcutiation of varivus organs, especially of
the vertebral coluinn. They existed about the midile of the Palicolithic,
or Primary period, possibly even before the Coal period; for fossil Amphibia
are fousl 1 coal, The praof that mumlar gilled Amphibiaus wero our
direct ancestors 1s given by the comparative anatomy and ontogeny of
Awphibia and Mawmmals,

Forpteestit Stace -« Taneny  Awrninmass (Swzera).  Our amphibious
ancestors which retaned ther gills through life were replaced at a later
penod by other Amplabia, wiich, by nietamorphosia, lost the gills winch
they had posseased in carly hfe, but retamed the tal; zs i the care of the
ralamanders and newts of the prescnt day. Many of the present.day
S zura still retain the gill-slits, although the gills themaelves have dis-
appeared.  Tritons occasivnally, when forced to remnain in water always,
retain themr gills, and thus rumain at the same stage of develupment as
gilled Amphilians  The fourtcenth stage ongmat-d out of the wiled
Amphibians by accustoming themselves m early hic to breathie thiough
gills, and later in life only through luugs  They pralally oxisted m the
seeonl half of the Prmary, namely, during the Fermsan p riod, but
posmbly even an the Caat penod,

FIrTee~NTn Stace @ Prisevar AMN107s (Protamnia) —In passing from
the Amplibia we encounter three remaing classes of Vertehrata,— o ptiles,
Birds, and Mammals.  Daring the anlayological development of exch of
these latter, a peculiar delicate coventug, the tirst fatal manbrace, or
winnivn, is found around the embrye  We iy therefore comprise the
three most highly developed  ‘wses of Vertebrates under the tetm Awnions
animals, or dwmuiote.  The common primary form of the three higher
Vortehrate classes may, therefore, be appropriately named Protamunion. ‘I'wo
diverging hrauches of the Pratamuin led, respectively, to the Pimary Rep-
tiles, and the Primary Mannoals. From the NLeptiles, at a later peuad,
Birda were evelved., This common auccstar of these three classes, the
Protamnion, ariginated out of tailed ;\mfphihx:\ by the cemplete luss of the
gills, by the fonmation of the amnion, of the cochles, and of the ** rannd
window ™ 1n the organ of hearing, and of the orgausx of tears. It prolably
originated in the bnyginning of the Mesolithic or Secendary period, perhaps
towanls the end of the Primary, in the Perman period.

SINTEENTN STAack : Painany Maswtars (Promammalag). — We now find
ouraclvesmoreat home with ouranrestars Fremn the sixteenth sta, e onward
they all belong to the large and well-knvwn class of Mammala, the con-
fines of whi-h we aurselves have as yet not tmnsgressod.  The common,
long sitice extinet, primnary forms of all Mammalia, named Uremammalia,
were, of all still living aninals, of the class in-st clusely related to the
Beakod aminals, or Qanthastoma, -that ix, the Duck-al), or Ornithuthyne
chus, and the Echidna.  The Promammalia differed from the latter, how-
cver, by the presciice of teeth in their jaws, Tho formation of the beak
in the Beaked Animals «of the present day must be loaked upon asan
adaptive charactenstic which developed at a later perind.  The I'romam-
malia aroec out of the Protamuiz (prolably at the beginuing of tho
Secondary periodd, or in the Tnasy by vanous advances w ther satemal
organization, as alse by the trmusformation of the epdenmal scales into
hairs, and by the formation of a mammacy gland whi-h furnished milk
for the nomrishment of the young encs.

SEVANTRENTH STAGE : Povrenrd ANiNas (Warsyy ialia) —Mamnals aie
divided into turer suliclasees - the Mopotremata, the Marsupahia, and
the Placentalia. Theae three stand insuch a relation to ane anather that
the Mansapialy, both tas regands their anatomy ard tacir ontegeny and
1\\\}'lngcn)*, form the direct truestion from the Monotremata to the

facental aniimala  Consequently, humnan ancestors must algo have exated
among Maraupials  They originated aut of the Monotremata. -whick
“nclude the Unmary Mammalia, or Promamoulia by the division «f the
cloaca 1nto two distinct pastages, by the formation of a nipple on tle
mammary gland, and by the partial supprasion of the clavicdler, The
olleat Marsupials certainly cxistel 23 carly an the Jar pened (porhaja
cven in the Trasy, aml during the Chalk period they jaased through a
scnica of stages prepanng the way for the origin «f the Flacental
Mammals,

Er:RTREESTH STAnk . SEMI-ATRs (I’mdmer). — Naturalists are familar
with a very remarkable small groap of animals, for the mast part extinet,
callesl the Semi-Apes or Lemurx.  There curions animzls aic protably the
httle changed deacendants of the primxval group of Placental Mammalx,
which we hiave to consider as the enmmen primary formm of all the higher
or Deciduate Nammalia.  The lemurs pmlably helong to a different order
from the Apes not merely because they differ fram all Aper much smore
than do the different Aper fram ane another, lat alsn becaose they com-
mse mmt antereating franmtional forma leading to the other anders of

lammals.  This group of Scemi-Apes contains the direet primary forme of
Genwine Apes, and alze of 3an The old prmarny groop of SemiApea
proliably develaped ont of Handed or Ape footad Marsupals, which are
mrprixingly like them in the transformation of their luader {oct inte grazp-
ing hande.” They originated from Marsapials, probably at the beginning of
the Tertiaty period by the formation of a placenta, the loss of the
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warsupiut and the marsupial bones, and by the higher development of the
commisstires of the brain,

NIARTRESTH STAOR ¢ TAILED Aves { Menveerca), —Of the two classes of
Gentting Apes which developed out of the Semi-Apes, it is only the narrow-
nosed, or Catarrhini, which are closely related by blood to Man. Our
oliler ancestors from this group probably resctubled the still Living Nose.
apes aud Holy-apes, which puasess jaws and narcow noses like Man, bat
have a long tail, and their budies densely covered with hair.  The Tailed
Apes with narrow noses originated ont of Scini-Apes by the transformation
of the jaw, and by the claws on their toes becoming changed into uails ;
this prob-.bly took place as early as the older Tertiary period. .

TWENIETIL STAGE : MAN-LIKE Ares { Anthropoides ).—Of allstill living
Apes the large tailleas, narrow-nosed Apes. nawely, the Urang and
(hbbon in Asia, and the Gorilla and Chimpanzee in Africa, are most nearly
akin to Man. It is probable that these Man-like Apes originated durmy
the Mid-tertiary or Miocene period.  ‘They developed ont of tho Tailed
Catarthing of the preceding stage—with which they cssentially agree—by
the loss of the tai, tho partial loss of the hairy covering, and by the
excesaive development of that portion of the bmin just above the facial
partien of theskull.  Let it be distinetly understond, that there do pot
ex:st any dircet human ancestors among tho Anthropoid Apes of the
present day, but they certainly existed amonyg the extmet Haman Apes of
e Miocene period.

TWESTV-FIRST STaGR: APRLIKE MEN (Pithecunthropi) ~The inter.
mediate conuccting stage between the Man-like Apes and the genvine
Men may be found in the speechless Pramseval Men,  These Ape-like Men
very probably cxisted towards the emd of the Tertiary period.  They
originated out of the Mau.like Apes by becoming completely habituated to
an ujnight walk, aud by the corresponding stronger ditferentiation of
hath pairs of legs.  The fore hand of the Anthropoid Apes became the
humai hand; their hinder hand became a foot for walking  Althongh these
Ape-tike Men must, not merely by the externat formation of their badies,
tut alse by their iuternal mental development, have been much more akin
to real Men than the Man-like Apes could have been, yet they did not
possess the real and chicf characteristic of 1an, nawcly, the articulate
human language of wanls, the corresponding develupment of a higher
consciousness, and the formation of ideas. The certain proof that such
Frimreval Men witheut the power of speech must have prececded Men
}oscasing speech, is the result acrived at by an enquiring mind from com-
parative philology {or the * comparativa anatomy ™ of language), and
especially from the history of the developument of Iauguaze in every child
(“glottal ontoge.csis ") as well as in every nation (“glottal phylogencsis™).

AWENTV-SECOND 8TAGE: MEN (Homines).—Genuine Men developed out
of the Ape-like Men of the preceding stage by the gradual development
of the aniinl language of sounds into a connccted or articulate
language of wonds. The development of this function, of course,
went hand in hand with tho development of its organs,—the higher
difficrentiation of the larynx and the bmin. The tmansition from
speechiless Apeike Men to the Genume or Talking Men probably taok
1-\:«: at the beginning of the Quaternary perind,—in the Diluvial perind.
—hut jassibly cven at an earlier date, v thelater Tertiary. A, acoording
to the unanino:s opinion of the most wainent plilolegists, all human
languages are not daived from a common primacval fangrage, we inust
assume a polyphyletic origin of languzge,—or the ununiform, dissimilar
encass of varying langnages in different focaliﬁc.\,—-aml in acsondance with
this = palyphyletic (ur many-tribed) transition from specchless Ape-like
Mea to Genuine Men,

SUMMARY.

Summarizing the ancestral sencs of the human pedigree, we find, that,
of the twenty-2wo links in the chain, cight helong to the invertehrate and
foirteen to the vertebrate kingdum 5 that no truc reptile or binl supervencs
iu the direst line of Man's ancestry ; and that 1o form cxisting upon the
carth to-day van be consideral asc eraetly corresponding to any onc of the

Lwenty-twa direct progenitors of the Humnau Race herein desenibed, Forns .

undoubtedly cxist affinitized with, and in_many respects strongly resem-
Uling, all, or nearly all, of thesc ancestl links, but nonc in preeisc corres-
pondence therewith, By ties _nf blood, mere or less remote, Man is most
smbal‘l_\' counceted with all existing forms and specios of animate life, but in

irect Jine of positive descent with none, the original parcntal organisms
being all extinet.

The Dactrinc of Evolution cxplains the origin of Man, and the cause of
his Listoncal develojunent, in the only natural mauner.  Wexee in his

1 al ascensive devclopment out of the lawer vertebmtes, the greatest
triumpl: of humanity aver the whele of the rest of Nature. Woare preud
of having #o immenscly outstnpped our lower auimal ancestors , aml
derive from it the consoling assurance that. in the future also, mwankind, as
a whale, will {ollow the glorioua carcer of prograsive develupnent, and
attain a still hegher degrec of mental perfection. When viewed in this
Yight, the Theory of Dexcent as applial to man opens up the ast

nonuraging prospects for the future, and frocs us fro u thoese anxious foars
which hiave lcen the scarc cmwr of our oppancnts, :

No doubt can cxist that mankind will be 1 to 3 higher peth of noral
v ricetion by the knowledge of its tmue orifin and its actual pasition in
Natare. The aimple religion of nature, which grows from atrie knowladge
of Her, and of Her inexhaustible stare of revclations, will in future en-
noble and peclect the development of nankind far bevond that degree
which can possibly be attainod under the inflacnce of the multifanious

1cligions of the churches of the varivus nations,~—rcligions restiug on a
blind belief in the vaguo secrets and mythical rovelations of a sacerdotal
caste. Future centuries will celebrate our age, which was acenpivd with
Javing the foundations of the Doctrine of Development, as the new era in
which began a period of human progress, rich in blessings,~—a period wlueh
was charactevized by tho victory of free enquiry over tho despotistu of
authority, and by the powerful ennobling influence of the Puirosorny or
EvoruTios.

Forr Leaveswonrs, Kassas, U, S, A,

Positive Thinker says: * Freethought leads to discovery. Posi-
tive thought is & certaiuty, The former is accompanied by doubt:
but the latter vesults in conviction.”” The latter statement con-
tradicts ti ¢ former. It positivo thought only results in, instead
of being the result of" conviction it must, until such wsult is,
attuined, be accompanicd by doubt, and is but a synonym for
Freethought,  If positive thought expresses anything more than
Freethought it cannot be a condition of thonght which results in
different condition of thought.—E&d. Freethouyht Journal.

The Editor of tho Freethought Journal is right.  Positive
thought does not “iesult in™ hut iy conviction. I'he free-scer
way say @ ¢ T am looking for a star ;" tho positive seer can say:
# T sco u star;” the free-thinker is in search of truth ; the positive
thinker i8 in possession of @ truth upon which be rests assured.
We like the Freethought Journal's comments on Chnistian short-
comings ; our work now is to show that e are capable of rising
to an altitudo in individual and social chawacter not herctofore
attained by Christiun culture and philosophy. It is no doubt
casy to show tho defocts of a systemy that has, in an imperfect
way, done something toward the improvement of the worll.
When science and positive thought has been in possession of the
world for eighteen centurics, wo will then be able to compare the
relative value of both in their influence on character.

Every woman should have some tvado besides the mere art of
keeping house, so that she may not only becomo an indcpendont
individaal, but also bo able to add something to tho world's actual
wealth.  Sho should fill up the odd n.oments, by reading, study-
ing and impr,ving the mind. Make home pleasant tidy and com-
fortable but do not take all of tho valuabie legacy of earthly ex-
istence in doing theso things wlone. Do not be content in merg-
ing your identity in that of husband or children, but of yourself
and by vour own cfforts n: soxgpoby ! Accomplish something
that will count. Be one of the world’s thinkeis and doers.—
Mrs. E. D. Slenker.

Strange ! that no ono has cver been persecuted by the church
for believing God bad, whilo hundrods of millions have Leen
destroyed for thinking him good. Tho orthodox church naver
will forgivo tho Universalist for saying, ¢ God is lovo.” It hins
always been considered as one of the very highest evidences of
truc and undefiled religion to insist that all men, women and

. childrew descrve cternal damnation. It has always been heresy to

say “God will at last savo all."—Tugersoli.

Casu Svnscrirrions received since last number :—J. B. Reel,

. §2.00 for F. Hewett, E. Greaves, and John Mills; G. S. Cald-

leck, 81.00; C. E. Hall, 81.00; Wm. Logic, to R. B. Butland;
8100 5 Jawes Tudhope, $1.00; Thomas Jickling, per James
Tadhope, 109 ; Alfred Roe, for self and G, H. Roe, $2.00; R.
F Riley, §1.00; J. JI. Gouid, §1.00; C. Rice, S§1.0n; F. W,
Ha aer, per J. O Kearns, §1,00; W. A. Glover, 81.00; Chas.
8. Burroughs, £2.00; Ienry Ryder, 50 conts; Robert Green,
21.00; Thrmns Green, for sclf and Benj. Gwven, $2.00; W.
Sutten, $1.00; C. S, R1.00; P. L. Simpson, 50 cents; Henry
Smith, for scf and John L. Thompson, §2,00; S. T. Clements,
$L00; W, Campbell, 22.00; E. R. Davis, £1.00; Dr. 8. L.
Freel, $1.00 5 Dr. K. Payne, §1.00 ; John Browne, £1.00 ; Frank
Sannders, for self and John Allen, $2.00 ; James Gillespie, $1.00;
Win. McKay, $4.00; Wm. Pearson, §1.00; “Jimucl Briggs,”

£ 2.00.
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FREATRQTGET LCTURES POR ML,

8Y B. F. UNDERWOGQD.

POSITIVE AND CONSTRUCTIVE LECTURES.

1. Thoe demands of TLiberalism,

2. Tho positive Side of Freothought.

3. The Genesis and Nature of Religion
considered as an clement of IHumun Nu-
ture.

4. A Ssientific and Philosophical View
of Religions Revivals,

5. The Influcnco of Christianity on
Civilization,

6. The Trinmphs of Liberalism,

7. What Liberalism ofitrs as a Sub-
stitate for the Christian Theology.

8. A True Man Bettor thaie & True
Christian,

9. Juduism amd  Christinnity, Out-
growihs of Pre-Existent Heathenism,

10. Origin and History of the Bible.
(From ono to six lectures.)

11, Buddba and Buddhism,

12. Ancient Egvyt: Her Laws, Mor-
ality, and Religion.

13. Tho Theory of Evolution.

4. Darwinism: Its Principles Stat-
ed and Defended.

15. Nutural Sclection rersus Design
in Nature.

16. ThePhilosophy of Herbert Spencer

17. Modern Scientific Materialism.

18, Instinct and Intuition: organized
experiences of the Race.

19. Woman: Her Past and Present,
Her Rights aml Wrongs.

20, Paine; Thoe Pioneer of Freethought
in Ameriea.

21, The Frencl Revolution : Its Cuuse
and Consequence,

CRITICAL LECTURES,

22, The Fallacies of Rov. Joseph Cook
reganding the Pasonality and Being of
Gl

23. Conk’< Criticism of Scientific Mat-
crinlism Examined.

24. Why I am an Unbeliover.

25 Christinnity and Intelleetual Tro-

2. The Four Gospels Unbistorieal
and Unrelinble.

27. Tie Bvidences for tho Divinity of
the Biblo Examined.

25, Popular Assumptions Regarding
the Biblo and Christianity.

29. Popular Qljections to Infidelity
Answered. .

30, The Crimesand Qiueltics of Catho-
lic and Protestant Christirnity.

31, Bible Prophecies Falsified by the
Fucts of History.

32, Thu P100fs of & Porsonal, Inteili-
gont Deity Examined.

33. The Pros and Conx of 2 Futuro
State.

For terms, &c., address

B. ¥. UNDERWOOD,
Thorndike, Muss.

AT LAST!!

JUNT THE ROOR THER LIBERALY HAVE REXN WANTING,

The Youth's Liberal Guide !

M Prof, Ao M, Rotmisor, A, 3,
(Trandated from the revised German «litfon )

A bouk for the Marat Cutturesnd Uetigious Eulighten.
ment of Youth,
* Fathiers ! Mothera! Letutlise forvup childeen.*

PARE FIRST.—Monatn Ceiavee,
Sectian First. - Marals in Examples.

Cuarrer Frusr. -~ L Duties Towards Oar.
selves. 11, Duties of Bencvoleuce “Lowarnds our
Fellow.Creatures.

Cuarren Seeosn, —I, Private Rights and
Datics. 1l Public Rights and Daties.
Section  Stcond.~Doctrines  of Daties  and

Rights - in Questions aud Answers.

INTRODUCTION . —Cuarren Finsr.

Lthics. (In the Stricter Sevse.) ~Dutics
Towards Oursclves,  (Personal  Duties.)—
Special Duties Towards Ourselves.—Dutics
Towanls Qur Yellow-Creatures, (Duties of

Benevolence, ) Speciad Duties. -

Cnartin Secosn.—Doctrines of Justice (of
Duties of Righte, Resting on Reason and
Nature, I Private Rights aml Duties, 1L
Public Rights and Daties.  (State Rights.)

PART SECOXD.—RELIGIoUs  ESticyTES.
MENT,
Section First.—Outline of the History of the

Principal Religions.

Cuarrer Frust.—The Religions bofore the
Christian Era, and the Islam.

Cuarten  SecoNv.— Christion  Religion,—
1st Period.—(1.1024). From the foundation
of the Christian Rehgion until the time of the
Universal Governnent of the Popes.  Pare
SECoND. —(1024-1300).  3rd. Period.—(1300.
1518} 4th Period. —=1318-1618.) Sl Penad,
—{1615:1789.) Gth Period.-—)1789-1877.)

Seetion  Seoonel. —Biblical  Narratives and
their Critician. Cnarter Pipst—Narm.
tives from the Old Testament.  Cnasrree
Secoxn, — Narratives from the New Testament

Seetion Thivd.—Views of the Universe from
the standpoint of Modern Science.  1u ques.
tions and answers.

Nutrs. —Execllint Contents Talle.

Stich i a tirdef outline of thic mtch neated wark, 1t
s an Sto, and contalnedls jages, Py pograr-hically, it e
very we ) gotten tip, ard ks noatly boand in duih, 3*nice,
sinzle copdes, .60, pamtaze projekl,  wadl furnids it o
1itemal Leagues, Chitdren’s Fratemnitice and other scis
clicnat Uy 1elucsi matee. Scund 67 tennt o clule

Jaberal Tapende ! This Is Just the work yun want for
Four chiliren, Metit 8 dent stamp for (3atoguc of 13on.a,
B e, MM SIS ¢ waLKER,

Tack Bax It, Florence, lowa,

RS

London Abridged Edition

Of this remavkable work, which has
created £0 much excitement in England.

Thie original voluwre was izsued by the
Irigh Church anthorities m Englaud as a
guidance of the clergy in the confessional,
and for its plabacss of languade was
tabooed and (xpurgated.

Sent by wail on weeeipt of 25 cents, or
5 copies for one: dollar.

Freethought Publishing Co.,

BOSTON, MASS.
L. 0. Box 3339,

CASH WITH ALL ORDERS. ’
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MRS, BESANT'S NEW BOOK
‘I'H M

LAW OF POPULATION.

Its consequences and its hearing upon
human conduct and morals,

RPY ANNIEKE BESANT,

A Scientific and Medical Work every way
suprijor to the ¢ Fruits of Philosuphy,” or
any of its kind,  Adapted to the wants of the
married peoar and to the consideration of all
matnge persons.

“TO THE POOR

In great cities anl agricultural distiicts,
dwellers in stitling court or crowded hovel, in
the hope that it may point out a path from
paverty, and make easier the life of Biitish
mothers, to them [ dedicate this essay.’,

Autharized American from the twenty-fifth
thousand, English Edition.

Cloth 75¢. Paper 80c.
ALSO NOW READY

The Fruits of Christianity ............ 10 c.
Construct® » Rationalism .ooovovnani.... de.
On Etern Jorturc....coveviiieennnans 10 c.
SHORTLY TO APPEAR.

The True Baxis of Morality............ 10 c.
The Gospel of Christianity and the Gos-

pel of Freethought cooooviioail,.. 10c.
The Gospel of Athesm......... veveees Se.

On the Keliglous Education of Childnn.. 5 e
Natural Religion vs. Revealed Religion. .10 c.
On the Nature and Existence of God....)5¢.

IUBLISIED BY
ASA K BUTTS,
Ramear, Frestioveur Pontisuise Hovsg,
14 Countiaxp St, NEw Yokk.

May be ordered through this oflice.

THI
Physiologist & Family Physician

t*An excellent sixteen page monthly.  Its
object is certainly a good one, and the entr.s
prise deserses the support of an appreciative
public."—Txurit SksRER,

** A harbinger of health and happincss for
the houschold, an cfiziecnt preachicr of the
righteousness of right living."—Curistiax
CaHanrioN.

**The nccessity for such a publication has
long been apparent to all ikterested in the
wise philanthropy that secks the moral aud
physical wgencration of the race.  The
I'liysiologist nust and will be the prophet
pricst of the future, commissioncd by crcative
mtelligeuce to reveal thase laws swhich are
written in the vital structure of the human
organism.”—=Tuos W. Oreax, Ep. of « Liv.
e lxser”

1 am delighted with thc first nnmber of
the Physiologist. It is all goad, its matter
\-ancd.. sentible, instructive, valuable, just
what is nceded in every family."—Svsax 1.
Wixox.

*¢ It is a boautiful paper, 2 valuable woman's
l]mp_er\—qo clean, 8o purely white, and with a
delieate loveliness apread all overit.  Iam in
Tave with ity and prophcay for it a great name
and & world-wide fame.""—=Mns. E.).SLENKER&.
Subscription price, « - . §1 50 per year,
Singlecopies, - - - < . 13cents,

Address,—

SARA B. CHASE, A.M., W.D.
56 West 23d St., New York.
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ALFRED PIDDINGTON,

Bookseller and Stationer,

Will send by mail, post paid, on receipt of
Cataloguo price, any of the fullowing works ;

Volney's Ruines of Empires......... 21
Strauss’ Tho Old Faith and the New.. 2
Christian Theology and Modern Scep-
ticism, by the Duko of Somerset..
Parker's Discourses on Religion. . ....
Mills’ Three Essays on Religion......
Clodd’s Childhoud of the world......
%  Childhood of Religion ......
Frothingham’s Transcendentalisin in
New England, ............
Frothinghain's The Safest Creed ....
o« The Cradio of Christ..
¢ Child’s Book of Relig’'n
“ eliefs & Onbelievers
and other Discourses
Supernatural Religion. 2 Vols. 8vo .
Matthew Arnold’s Lite:ature & Dogun
“ God and tho Bible....
“* Essays on Criticism. ..
o Essays on Church &
Religion ..........
Amberley’s Analysis Religious Belief
Huxley’s Critiques and Addresscs....
* &7 Anatomy of Vertebrated Ani-
mals....coiiiiiiiiiiians
¥ Man's place in Nature .....
4% QOrigin of Species ........
Haeckel's History of Creation, 2 vols.
. Quatrefage’s Natural History of Man
Mivart's Contemporary Evolution....
Spencer’s (Herbert) Social Statics....
4 Psychology. 2 vols ........
¢« Principles of Biology. 2 vols.
¢ Pirst Principles ..........
¢ The Study of Sociology ....
Draper’s Intellectual Dovelopment of
Europe. 2 vols .....eeeian....
Draper’s Conflict between Religiou &
SCieNEe <iriiirsiiieanianannas
Buckle’s History of Civilization mn
England. 2vols..............
Tyndail's Forms of Water ..........
<4 Heat as a mode of motion..
“ OnSound ..cociiieeiannnn
¢« Michael Faraday ... .
“  Fragments of Science ......
¢« Hours of Exercisc in tho Alps
Darwin’s Naturalists’ Voyage around
. %:i \Yor]tc_ls. cesesesseseanes
gin of Spocies .........
¢« Decentof Man, 2 vols. .....
¢ Inscctivorous Plants ......
**  Cross and sclf Fertilization,
¢ Expressions of the Emotions
in men and animals .. ...
Cazclles’ Evolution—Philosophy ....
Fontaine’s llow tho World was poopled
Smith’s From Dawn to Sunriso......
Undarwood's Heroines of Freethought 1
Savage'’s Religion of Evolution ......
Stcp!n)w’g History of English Thought
= VO tevsvreccescsancceccnness
Renan's Lifcof Jesus o.vovvvnea.n.
Badlaugl{'c; Thoughts about the Devil 1 50
Cobbo's Religious ands of the Ago 0 40

*_3Somo of the above may bohad second-
hand, at reduced prices.
Address ALFRED PIDDINGTON,

248 & 250 Yongo St.,
Torouto,
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RARE CHANCES.

Wo will send the

Freethought Journal,
Spiritual Offering,

The Evolution,

All for one year for tho sum of Three
Dollars in advance. Tho SPIRIUTAL
OFFERING is cdited by Mr.D. M. Foxand
Mrs. Nottio Peaso Fox, and is one of the
hest mngazines published in the United
States. The Evolution is the best Material-
istic journal in the United States, and the
FrerTHovGHT JOURNAL is the only Lib-
eral paper published in the Dominion of
Canada. Has a corps of able contributors,
and is abreast of the times.

Address,
W. J. R. HARGRAVE,

Alhert Hall, No. 191 Yonge Street,

TORONTO.

HE POSITIVE THBINKER—Owned
and published by the New York Lib-

cral Publishing Company, ir Scicnce Hall
Building,No. 141 Eighth street, near Broad-
way, G. L. Henderson and H. B. Brown
cditors, is an eight-page family newspaper,
deovoted to the three groatest human inter-
ests—Truo or Positive Thought, Industry,
Improved and Happy Homes. It will ad-
vocate tho Religion of Humanity, showing
that, though there are many churches and
sccts, there is but One Religion ; that, when
scparated from superstition and based on
tho solid rock of Scicnco—Ilcaving the barren
ficlds of negation, doubt, the unknown and
the unknowable to metaphysicians and theo-
logians—will when properly  presented,
unite mankingd everywhere, furnish instruc-
tion to young and old,mciring tho truth, in
order to do the right——giving instruction
and guidance from the cradle to tho grave.
The - Positive Thinker * is not thoorgan of
any socicty, scct or party. It assumes the
rcsgomibihty of allits uttcrances. It hopes
10 find many readers within as well as out-
side tho churchex. It will do anore to pre-
scut what is true than to ridicule what is
falso ; to affirm rather than deny; build
than destroy ; to replace faith by convict-
jons—and particularly labor to make this
world betler and man happier. Theo first
few numbers will appear monthly, until our
subxeribers learn its value, after which it
will bo issued wockly. Prico per annum
81.50, six months 75 cents : threo months
40 ceuts. To clubs of five §5; to clubs of
ten, and ono to getter-up of club. 310, post-
age free.  Send for anmplo numbers.  Ad-
dross the POSITIVE NKER, Scienco
guli Building, No. 141 Eighth St,, New

or

CALKIN'S -

CHAMPION

NOVELTY WASHER!

Is the most remarkable discovery of the
19th century, whereby every lady can be
her own laundress and find pleasure and
amusement therein. It saves time, labor,
trouble. It washes quickly, cleanly and
easily. Will do a day’s washing in three
hours, and do it well.

{.annot get out of order.

Have one and try it before you buy it.
No charge for trial. Price reduced to
$6.00.

It saves its cost in the wear of clothes
in six months.

STOCKTON, ROSSITER & CO.
122 King Street Weat, Torcnto.

NAAAAAAAAAAAAANANAAL,

Iu stock, or engra\_‘od to ordor,
Notarial Seals, Iodge, Corporation and
Society Seals.

Stoel Stamps

TOR

Wood, Brass, Iron,
Ivory. &C.

Bate Stmps, Buk
Difice aed Y
Stimpt, &

Confcctionery’
h Stamina Rons.

L
ERUN Silver and Drass
Doormplates.

-Bottlers’ Stamps for Capaules and wax—
all kinds.

Shiclds and Banpercts for Liberal ssociAs
tions appropriately grouped.




