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BY B F. UNDERWOQOD.

Morality depends not upon any system of faith ; it requires no
dmiraculous evidence ; it is independent of theological dogma ; no
upernatural influence can heighten its beauty ; no eccclesiastical
ginflucnco can strengthen its obligations ; it is confined to no one
ountry, litnited to no ono age, restricted to no one form of faith,
he exclusive possession of no one class, s, order, netion or race
of men ; it requires no written decalogue, needs no singlo individ-
al authority ; theology cannot add to it, neither can it take from
t. Xt hus its indestructible basis in the nature of man as a frel-
ng, thinking, acting being, and in socioty as an aggregation of
ach beings, with tho manifold relations and the acknowledged
¥ights and duties that spring therefron.
Empires rise and porish, religions grow and decay, spocial
orms of civilization appesr and give way to otber types; but, as
nid all the mutations of huwman oxistence, tho nature of man
mains essontially tho same, and as through all these changes the
ial condition everlastingly persists, morality can nover bo with-
pat » foundation as broad and deop and enduring as humanity
self. It changes not, but, as Cicero seys, it is “the samo at
ome and at Athens to day and to-morrow ; alone ctornal and in-
_ riable, it binds all nations and all times.”  Its highest standard
. -isthe cnlightened reason of man. Tho bettor man understands
Ais nature, and tho more he i5 capahln, by reason of intelligonce
wilind culture, of comprehending the object of society and his rela-
gons thercto, the bolter undenstanding ho will have of the prin-
gples of morality.

TORONTO, NOVEMBER 20tn, 1877.

No. 3.

Theologians could have no idek of moral qunalitics unless they
had discovered them in humanity. Thej nre observed in man,
and as in him they are admired in contrast to opposite qualities,
they are ascribed to God ; and these theologians having invested
God with human qualities and denied to wnan what they have
borrowed from him with which to invest God before they could
form uny conception of him as a mcral being, most ungratefully,
as well as inconsistently, declare there can be ro morality inde-
pendently of their theological system snd book revelation. Cf
coursoe it is nothing to ignore the fact that, before either tho one
or the other appeared. society oxisted and nations flonrished es-
sontially the samo as thoy do to-day.

One would suppose, from the claims which are frequently made,
that there was no morality befire tho Christian era; that men
weore entirely wanting in knowledgo of what is right and in the
disposition: to do it ; in short, that all men were thieves, robbers
snd murderers before thuy heard of Jesus Christ !

The morality of the advanced nations to day is commenly called
Christian morlity ; but only with the same disregard of truth
which is implied in denying the existence of virtue and goodness
before Christ and outside of Christendom. Z2Ae morality of this
age dots not owe its cxistence lo any seligion, to any book, to any
historic character, however much or littlo any ono of these bas in-
fluencod mankind. Our present conception of morality has grown

: through many centuries of human experience, and exiats now only

because, by muny wmistakes and much sufiering, man bhas learned
its adaptedness to his wants. It is the result of the combined in.
fluence of our natural chamctor and education. To aseribe it to
tho dominant religion wero as absurd as to astribate the enlight-
cnment of tho ancient Greeke to their mythology, or the enlight-
enment of tho Ssracens of Spain in the ninth and tenth conturies,
when dackness eaveloped Christian Europe, to Mohsmmedanism.

Tho fact is, with the advancement of the human mind, with
discoverics in scienco and progress in morality, believers in alf
systewms of religion modify their viows 30 as to adjust thom to the
now o~Jer of things, slways claiming, in andient and in modern
times, in Egypt, India, Greece, Rowe, Turkoey, England, A erics,
that they find suthority for the now ideas or reforms (after thoy
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hecomo established) in their sacred books or religinus systems,
Soon thoy claim theso religions are entitled to oxclusive credit of
having produced tle beneficont changes which they have been
parverless to provent. Thus, while the Bible teaches the sebor-
dination of womau ip plain and unequivoesl language, sanctions
and autborizes human slavery, and consigns to unresisting sub-
mission to their condition the subjects of oppressive governments,
to-day the orthodox belicvers deny the plain signification of the
Biblo on theso points, and claim that it has been effectivo in the
destruction of all kinds of political und svcinl bondage ; this, too,
inspite of tho fact that its most zealous advacates, within the
memory of wen who are yet young, were quoting it texts to show
tho wickedness of the reforms which they now have the hardihood
to claim as the outgrowth of that book ! ‘Thoso portions of a re-
ligious system or book révelation which are shown to be false, or
which come to be repudiated hy the enlightened moral sense of
tho ago, are absolutely ignored, or twisted out of their obvious
and natural meaning. By koeping in the background the teach-
ings of tho Bible which have been outgrown, by giving prominence
{0 the precepts of morality which are attached to all systems of
religion, by stamping them all as Christian, although they were
known and practiced beforo Cbristianity was uver beard of, theo-
logiana impress the masses with the conviction that the Bible and
tho Christian religion are the foundation of all virtue, and the only
hopo of the world. It then presents the theological dogmas—
which bave nothing whatever in common with morality, which,
indeed, havo been the faith, tho sincere, unquestioning faith of
multitudes of the most cruel and vicious men of all ages since they
have been taught, and demand theiracceptance from purely moral
considerations

Making all allowance for the fact that {ransitional periods, such
as tho present, are always cbamcterized by grave inconzistencies
which imply no dishonesty, it is difficult to believe that in these
common representations regarding Christianity and morality there
is not a good dea! of disingenuonsness and selfish disregard of tho
rights of thoso who will not sustain the theologians in the religions
doctrines they advocate, and the advocacy of which with them is a
business, a profession by which they sustain themselves and bave
consideration among men.

The following, from the pen of ourold friend Phillips Thopmson
(* Jimuel Briggs,”) appeared in the Boston Traveller :—

Epitor ofF THE TrAVELLER~-The Rev. Joseph Cook, in the
preinde to his lecture of last Monday, exulted over the sale of the
Paino Memorial Hall by the mortagee, in consequence of the ac-
cumulation of demands which the receipts were insufficient to sat-
isfy. This is fair enough from the Orthodox stand-peint, and I
supposo the Infidel sentiment of the cornmunity would regard the
salo of o church under similar circumstances with feelings not
unmixed with complacency. But there is one which will strike
the impartial obeorver as hardly in accordanco with good taste,
and certeinly in striking contrast with the spirit of carly Chris-
tianity—the referenco to the comparatlvo poverty of Infidelsin a
sneating fashion, as though it wero a disgrace to them! Infidels
are poor as s rule—and their Infidelity is largely the cause of it—
becanso even in this age of free opinion, the expression of Infidel
sontiments in many places means social and busincss ostracism,
and closces tho door at once w many avenues of wealth. That it
does so is a guarantee of the conscientiousness of men who aro
willing to mako thesacrifice, and it ill becomes ono who makes
such high sounding professions of sincerity and earnest conviction
to sneer at thoso whose acoeptanco of the unpopular side proves
their honesty of purpose. There was another utterance which
camo with & very i1l graco from a member of a class who ars by
law the favored pensioners on tho carnings of their fellow citizens.
When AMr. Cook ridicules the ides of the infidels of Boston being
unable to keep Paine Hell, ho should romember that among the
itcus of constant expense, us quoted by himself, is §1,000 for
taxcs, By an unjust legal discrimination the churches aro exempt
from taxation. A yearly tax of $1,000 would bankrupt half the
churches in Massachusetts, as Mr. Cook vory well knows, When
tho parsons and the churckes havo tho common honesty to pay for

tho priviloges they enjoy at the hands of the State and municipal
governments, it will bo time for thom to ridicule tho failure of
Infidels to support their organizations. Mr. Cook frequently dis-
avows the titlo of “ Rev,” Ho probably is not so cager to decline
the exomption privileges attaching to the ministerial status. Did
ho pay taxes while in pastoral charge at Lynn? aud does he pay
them now on tho recoipts frem bis loctureship? With regard to
his slandor on the dead I say nothing. 'When ho has the courago
to venture out of his “ coward’s castle " in Tremont Temple and
meet in faiv dobate Ingorsoll, Underwood, or somo othor Infidel
chumpion, his robnsh of the lies s thousand times refuted may be
worth somo consideration. But ho dare not do it for the life of him.

Bosroy, Nov. 8, 1877, P T

OANADIAN PREETHOUGHT CONVENTION.

A mnss Convention of the Freothinkora of Canada will be held in
Albert Hall, on Tuesday and Wednesday, Jan, 22nd and 23rd, 1878,
when it is hoped a very large number of the Freethinkers of Canada
will be present for the following rvasons :—

1st, Honest Freethinkers are now dcbarred from secking their
just rights in any Canadian Court of Law, or from any place of honor
or omolument requiring the taking of the Christian oath, whilst the
dishonest hypocrite by taking the oath prescribed by law may cheat
or despoil the Freethinker, whoso very honesty has been a bar to
success.

2nd. The immonse amount of Church property exempt from taxa-
tion in Canada, and consequently receiving to that extent aid and
support from tho State, makes it incumbent upan Freethinkers to take
measures for the cntire separation of Church and State. At present
thia is only co in theory, for the simple fact that m*"‘ions of dollars of
extra taxation are paid by the peoplo that s .id be paid by the
Church, conclusively shows that nractically thero is now in Canada the
closest union between Church and State.

Srd. Tho exclusion from our public schools of every shado of
Theology that tho children of all may receive the best pratical and
secular education, without the introduction of tho Bible or other
sectarian books. In o community of imixed religious heliefs every
good citizen should bestir himself to obtain this end.

4th. For the more thorough organization of the Freethought ele.
ment of Canada, whereby the Frecthinkers 6f the Dominion mcy
become united and known to cach other. TheFreethinkers of Canada
are sufficiently numerous to make their wishes respected in the coun-
cils of tho country, and thercfore tho fault is theirs if they do not
procure the remedies for their legel, secial and other disabilities their
position, numbers and influential character at once demands. In
union there is strength,

In making tho abovo call for tho sccond convention of the Free-
thinkers of Canada, tho officers of tho Canadian Frecthought Socicty
are not unmindful f the fact of the thoroughly independent character
of Frecthinkers generally. Unlike tho members of religious bodies
they do not give play to the mere emotional part of their humanity,
and consequently thero is always absent from their proceed ng every
clement of blind enthusiasm. But in asking for thorough union of
Frecthought its promoters are only asking for the propagation and
continuance of that which has only just sprang into life from the
smouldering ashes of former persccutions. Let tho Frecthinkers of
tae Dominion testify by their next convention that Frecthought in
Canada is a living cntity, worthy of tho respect of its numerous
enemics, and prepaced to claim for over tho csteem and gratitudo of
its many friends.

J. Ick Evaxs, Pres. C. F. S,
W. J. R. Haroravg, Cor. Scc.

Wo may search in vain the Roman history beforo Constantino
ora singlo lino ngaiust froedom of thought, and tho Tmperial
Goveenment furnishes no instanco of a prosecution for entertaining
an sbstract doctrino.—Nleaan.
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TORONTO, NOVEMBER 20tu, 1877.

Wo direct the attention of our readers to the announcement in

" this issuo of a muss convention of Freothinkers to be held in this

' city January 22 and 23, 1878. Some very important business
, will bo brought beforo the Coavention for consideration, and we
" hope our friends will attend in large numbers One of the most
important questions the Convention will be called upon o decide,

is whether the Jourvan shall be continued as a weokly or a
monthly, and to devise means to put it upon a permanent basis.
*-, Religious weekly papers, with less than half tho number of our
"1 adherents, receivo a gencrous support. The weakest scct on the
» continent would consider it a disgraco to allow one of their papers
», to go down for want of support, aud we trust the Freothinkers of
:| tho Dominion will not bo less enthusiastic in the cause of truth
" than tho religious public are in the causo of error. ANl who

; aro in sympathy with us aro cordially invited to be present.
{

Wo sincerely rogrot to inform our readers that our earnest, hon-
est, and aged friend, D. M. Bennott, of tho Truth Seeler, Now
Tork, has been arrested for the crime (3) of blasphon:y. It scems
_; that anothor Christian crusade against the Infidel is about to be

" inaugurated. AMr. Bennett is unablo to mect the expenso of &
protracted and costly trial, and calls on his friends to help him in
his honr of need, and assures them that the monoy will be returned
to them in case it is not absolutely required to meet tho cust of tho
"1 trial or to make up tho amount of a fine that way be imposed.

. Mr. Bennott will bo as good as his word, and our Canadian Free-

* thinkers showd do all they ave able to do, and at once. Wo do
" Dot koow who may bo struck down next. Address D. M. Ben-
,nott, Truth Seeker, Now York, or Cooko & Hargrave, this

office. All amounts ontrusted to us will bo duly forwarded and

acknowledgod in both Zruth Secker and JOURNAL.

U ORI
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: Tho Liberil Congress hold at Rochester, N. Y., October 26, 27
3 aud.ss, at which wo wero present, was, so far a3 concerned the
) business on hand, an ontiro success. Tho President, Mr. Francis

E
1Y
B

E. Abbott, in his opening addvess said the United States Govern-
ment had neglected threo most important duties; first, total sop-
aration of chnrch and state, secondly, national prucection for
national citizens ; and thirdly, univorsal education. Resolutions
based on these three propositions were passed unanimously and
with onthusinsm. The eleventh resolution adopts o platform for
the Presidential campaign of 1880, aud is as follows:

Resorvep, That, postponing to future conventions tho addition of
such planks on other iasues as futuce ovents may render necessary or
oxpedient, the Nutional Liberal League now adopts, as its political
platform for tho presidential campaign of 1880, these throe great
national principles *f overshadowing importanco :—

“(1.) Total soparation of Church and State, to be guaranteed by
amendment of the Cnited States Constitution ; including the equitablo
taxation of Church property, secularization of the public schools,
abrogation of Sabbatarian laws, abolition of chaplmincies, prohibition
of public appropriations for religious purposes, and all other measures
necessary to the samo general end.

(2.) National protection for national citizens, in their equal civil,
political, and religious rights: to be guaranteed by amendment of the
United States Constitution, and afforded through tho Unmited States
courts,

4(3.) Universal education tho basis of universal suffrage in thissecu-
lar republic: to be guarantced by amendment of the United States
Constitution, requiring every State to maintain s thoroughly secu-
larized public-school system, and to permiv no child withm 1ts limits
to grow up without a good elementary education.” :

Wa fully concur with the Convention that the objects set forth
iu the resolution are worthy of our best efforts to obtain (and they
are ag applicable to the Dowinion 23 to the United States), and
though we have no opinion to offer as to tho expediency of form-
ing a separgte political party in the United States, we think the
Freethinkers of Canada can attain their obiects sooner by remain-
iog and using their influenco within the parties now in existence
than by forming a new one. Although the delegates were, almost
without exception, in accord regurding the business programme,
they were far from being 50 on other questions.  Judging from the
applause their speakers received, tho Acleguwes and audience were
largely composed ot Spiritnalists. There was a noticeablo absence
of some of tho nost prominent Freethinkers, Colonel Ingersoll, B,
F. Underwood, Homco Seaver, Theron C. Leland, and Josiah
Mendum. D. M. Bennott was presont, but did not occupy tho
platform, though it was announced several times during the Con-
ventior that ho would do so. There was no lack of speakers, how-
over. Among those who spoke from the platform wero the Presi-
dent, Mr. Abbott, Dr. T. L. Brown, H. L. Green, Judge Mc-
Cormnck, Professor Toohey, Hon. Elizur Wright, Elder Evans,
Mrs. Watson, Professor A. L. Rawson, and Mrs. Clara Neyman.
Judge McCormack said ho was proud to be a Spiritualist, and
agserted that ¢ death was but a circumstance in life.” It appears
to us that Spiritualists are as dogmatic on the platform as any
theologian could possibly be in the pulpit.

After tho singing of a rather doleful hymn by tho sudience,
Afrs. C. L. Watson, who cluimed to be undor tho influence of &
spirit, delivered a two hours sermon, prefacing it by a prayer to
tho * Spirit of Truth." Hon. Elizur Wright read & paper on
“ ropublican taxation,” which was excellent and was well received.
Elder F. W, Evans preachad from Rovolations, chap. xiii., first
and cleventh verses. Prof. Rawson gave bis autobiography,
¢hich was very amusing. J.Ick Evans expressod aympathy
with the objects of the Convention. Pr. Brewn and H. L. Green
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both addressed tho Convontion ably and earnestly. The last
gpeaker was Mrs. Clara Noymun, of tho Society of Humanity,
Now York. Thozo in chiurge of the programme cortainly followed
tho oxample of Christ at tho Marriage Feast by resorving the best
to tho last. Mrs. Noyman, though a orman, spoaks English flu-
ently, and her appearance, addvess, and purity of Janguage are
rarely oxcolled. Wo aro informed that she intends ontering the
lecture fiel' s a Freathought spesker, and we predict that she
will net lack profitablo engagements.  She has but to be heard to
bo approciated. We wonld give our readers an abatract of Lex
paper but prefer to publish it in full in our next issue. Altogether
wo cawo away from Rochester pleased with our visit.

Wo cannot agreo with our friend Mr. Evans when he says—as
he docs in his article on superstition and cupidity—** that the world
should feol grateful that scientists and philosophers can pursue
their studics of naturo without fear of priestly fanaticism or mob
ignorance,” and again when he says that ¢ thinking men and
women can now safely pursus their study of the natural lawsof
tho univorge with no heavier penalty than vhe withdrawal of favors
by the fanatic.” Should we feel grateful that Mrs. Annie
Besant and Charles Bradlaugh are now under scntence in Eng-

land for studying the laws of pro-creation and endeavoring to im- ;

part knowledge on that subject to the world3 Should wo feel grate.
ful that tho stripes on the back of that ** honeat man and good phy-
sician,” L. J. Russoll, of Bell County, Texas, were iuflicted by a
Christian mob? Should we feol gratoful that D. M. Bennett, of
New York, is under indictment for blusphemy through & minion
of the Young Men's Christian Association, Anthony Comstock 1
We confess wo are unable toseo anything to be gratefal for
unless it bo that Christians can now onlv legally fine and imprison
for what they onco could and did punish with death; but what
Christians could formerly do by law they now do, as in the case of
Dr. Russel, without law, but nevertheless with iwpunity. Until
every law which forbids mon to think and speak freely upon all
scientific and religious subjects is swept from our stututes, the

freedom of which Englishmen and Americans are so wont to boast,
18 as mythical as aro the stories of the Jews,

B. F. Underwood, Esq., who ig 20 well and favorably known by
Canadians, will be in attendence at the Convention to bo held in
Albers Hall, Toronto, January 22 and 23, 1878, and will lecture
on tho evenings of above dutes, and on the ovening of the Sunday
provious. After the Convention he will be open to engagements
in any part of Canada, and we hope our friends will avail them-
selves of the opportunity to securo his sorvices. Communications
may be addressed to him at this office in our care.

We aro pleased to be able to announce to our readers that two
well known writers and thinkers—XMra. Elmina D. Slonker of
Virginia, and William Emmetto Coleman of Fort Leavenworth,
Kansas—have conscated to becomo contributors to this JourNaL.

Wo have a goodly number of communications which wo aro.
compeolled to hold over for a future nnmber.

B. F. Underwood lecturés &3 Novada, Ohio, November 26, 27,
and 28. And at Rivertos, I1., December 1st and 2nd,

SUPERSTITION AND OUPIDITY.

—

Superstition is an ignovant dread of somo unscen influence
which tukes form in the mind of man in accordance with the edu-
cation, or want of edueation, by which his infancy has beon sur
rounded. In tho absence of a true knowledge of natural forces,
man's renson i8 obliterated in a belief in ghosts, hobgollins,
faizies and other supornataral excreseences that frighten his unbal-
anced mind. Theso mako him the victim of increasing apprehen-
sion of tho visit in his earthly affairs of soino spirit of good or
demon of ovil, but chiofly the lutter. He strives to cajole the ono
by adulation, whilst by torm or fuith he hopes to cheat tho other.
Cupidity is also a leading principlo in primitive man, and is
always wedded to the most unserupulous in civilized nature; and
this fuculty making an early discovery of tho superstitions sus-
coptibility of buman ignorance made it the stepping stone to
priestly power and personal aggrandisment. Not only cana princo
comwnnder lead an army of ignorant funatics against the hves of
nations, but the priestly fow cun alway, command the raspect of
tho funatical many mercly by the enchaatment surrounding a reli.
gious mysticism. But & fow years since, the superstitious dread
of a greased cartridge in India enabled tho princes and priesthood
of Delhi to sacrifico thousands of lives in the abortive attemapt to
recapturo thew lost power in the superstitious East, and millions
of lives havo been sacrificed upon the sama altar of blind supersti-
tion, led by insinuating cupidity. Perhaps in tho East we have
the purest fanaticism in the world, but whorever we look, whether
into ancient or modere: history, the same aspect meets our viow.
Christian slaugbtered Saracen, receiving in turn the contempt with
which the Moslem always looks upon the huted Giour, and
amongst Christians themselves they nnt only extracted the teeth
of their clder brother the Jew, but they made endless raids upon
each other, just us tho pricsthood of each contending scet chose
to * ot slip tho dogs of war.” But a short distanco in tho vista of
tie in the past, brings vs to tho days of th. burning of witches,
hanging of heretics, wheo', rack, and thumbscrew. Even in the
present day how often we meet that seif-complaisant but ignorant
fauatic, who belioves he has (what ho vulgarly calls) got religion ;
wurk tho silent contempt with which ho views his more ntelligent
neighbour, whoso enlightened enguity bus emancipated him from
tho withering thraldom of ignorant fanaticism. Tho tecling of the
fanatic always is, that he is the recipient of special favours of the
Holy Ghost, or that the God that, if anything, must bo to the
commonest understanding Omuipotent, Omuiscient and all per-
vading in mercy and justice has filled him with a heavenly essence
not obtained by his fellow man. How littlo the world dreams of
the vast debt of gratitude it owes to tho leaders of Freethought
and full enquiry in all ages; to tho host of martyrs to philo-
sophical reasoning, and scientific research, thut have given thmf
great lives, not for money, but for pure love of tho race. Should
the world not feol grateful that tho present ago is so truitful of
gcientific and philosophic minds, and that Darwin, Tyndall,
Huxley, Spencer, Mill and others, could pursue their studies of na-
turo without fear of priestly fanaticism or mop ignorance. Think-
ing men and women can now safely pursua their study of the
natural luws of tho universe with no heavier penalty than the
withdrawal of favours by the funatic, whoss deluded mind should
only excite thoir pity, whuso insane claim to the receipt of a
ghostly gift should bestir the better informed to increased efforts
to instruct tho bigoted and to unburden tho fanatical.

J. ICK EVANS.

Men say their pinnacles point to heaven. Why, go does every
troo that buds, and overy bird that rises as it sings. Men say
their aisles aro good for worship. Why, so in overy mountain
glen and rough sea-shore. But this they have of distinct and in-
disputablo glory,—that their mighty walls were nover raised, and
nover shall be, but by men who love and aid each other in #heir
weakn s, —Huskith
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THE ANTAGONISM OF UHRISTIANITY TO0 SOIENCE.

BY WILLIAM EMMETTE COLEMAN,

Chrristianity hos been the deadly opponent of scienco in every
ago, and is now tho groat organized superstition of tho ninotecnth
century. Every advance in scientific induction or .philoeophtc
doduction mado since the inauguration of the ¢ Christiun Dispen-
sation,” has boon won only in the tecth of Christianity, and
despite its persistent opposition and protest.

Jesus and the Apostles wero totally defcient in the realms of
science and philosophy ; in which, however, the Jews never at-
tained any proficiency till aftor their dispersion among tho varicus
peoples of the earth, they being sadly bohind all othor nations of
antiquity in that respect. The Bible has scarcely a scientific fuct

“in it, save those patent to the most ordinary observer, the people

producing it haviog dovoted to theology those powers of mind,
which, if exercised in tho direction of acientific research and inven-
tion, would have redounded far more to their benefit, usefulness,
and crodit in the scale of nations. So far as we can gathor, Jesus
and tho Twelve had no concoption of the beauties of scientiflc
truth, the tendency of thoir wholo teachings being of such a nature
as to disconrago everything like industry or rescarch, physical or
mental. Paul warned his converts against philosophy, and the

. entire early Christian Church steadfastly set its face agrinst all

knowledge excopt that contained in the Scriptures or held by tho
Chuistian faith.

The Church neglected all learning savo ecclestastical, jgnored all
scienco, destroyed all books and manuscripts of which it could
possess itself except those pertaining to Christianity and its
legends ; the study of classical literature, with its wealth of his-
toric, philosophic, and pootic treasure, being either expressly for-
bidden or tacitly buried out of sight. The remnant of the famed
Alexandiian Library not destroyed during tho siege of Julius
Ciesar, was burned in A.D. 390, by erder of Thoeophilus, Christian
Patrinrch of Alexandria; while during tho Middle Ages book-
burning was a favorite Christian amvsemeut. The mounks defaced

- tho old manuscripts to copy on them the psalms of s broviary or
. the prayers of a missal. The conquering barbarisns wero taught

< that to destroy works of art and literature was a Christian virtue.
As lato as the sixteenth century twelve thousaud copies of the
Talmud wero cast into thé firo at Cremona; and Popo Gregory

- VIL ordered that the library of tho Palestine Apollo (a treasury
%f literaturo formed by successive emperors) should be given to tho

ames.

From the time of the establishment of Christianity in the Roman
-Empire till the revival of learning by the Mohasmmedan Moors in
‘the tenth century, intellectual darkness reigoned suprome over all
iClristendom.  Councils forbade the reading of secular books; the
.phbysical scionces were unqualifiedly condemaed, their cultivation
. being deerned incompatiblo with the performaace of religious duties;
;the Qreok schools of medicine were closed ; and it was rurely that &
.layman could be found able to sign his name, while even among
‘the pricsts but fow wore capablo of addressing & common letter of

salutation to onc another.

i It is to theirraption of the Sarucens in Spain, and to thoir con-
tact with Christendom by this m.ans and through tho Crusades,
that wo owo the revival of letters, learning, literature, in Christian
‘Europo, Tho various branches of science and philosophy were
‘assidunusly cultivated by these “Infidel dogs;” schools, Jibraries,
‘colleges, waro cstablished by them in every important town ; and
Latin, Grock, and Pérsian literature was sought after and trans-
-lated into Arahic. The Royal Court itself was largely composed
of teachers, translators, commentators, and philosophers. Astron-
omy, Physics, Modicine, Chemistry, Mathomatics, and Archi-
tecture wero sodulously advanced, and many new discoveries and
Imprevements mado therein, of which wo of the present century
now reap tho benefit.

JAll through the Dark Ages of Europe, when Christisnity ruled

_ with absolato sway over all the land, as it nover reigned beforo
~ and nover will again, the Church-oxerted all its power to kesp tho

world in blinding darkness, waged relontless war on knowledge,
set & premium upon igneranco and its attondant vices. This ap-
palling nescienco the Suracens, by the magnificenco of thewr scion-
tific and educational acquirements, aided by a fow restless, en-
quiring minds of the Christian warld, succeeded in disjelling at
length’, giving an iwpetus to the acqusition of knowledge and
the diffusion of education that has, from thay time to this, swelled
on in n rosistless tide, rising higher and igher with each suc-
cesgsive wavo.

It is o significant tact, that the Dark Ages,—in which the whole
of Europo was wrapped in bratish ignorauce, enveloped in inte)-
lectual and moral gloom the most profound, with barely hore and
thero aray of light piercing the midnight blnckness,—was syn-
chronous with the complete domination of the Clnistisn Church
over all clusses,—from king to peasant, from emporor to sorf, all,
all, acknowledged and bowud beforo the awful majesty of the
Church, which dethironed monarchs, uprosted dynasties, and ruled
with an iron haud in every department of life. In the lowly cot-
tuge hut or in tho stately palace court, in the cloistor's sacred
haunt, or in the baron’s feudnl hall, with vassal and knight, ro-
tainer and noble, in all, through all, over all, the Chwich held
sovereign dominion paramount,—was all in all.

Despite tho advanco in civilization, Christianity hus been ever
trae o its primal instinct,—the suppression of knowledgo; and
every new discovery in science, evory innovaticn upon established
forms of thought, has been stubbornly resisted from age to age.
Roger Bacon was imprisoned ten years for his scientific investiga-
tions ; tho writings of Copornicus, the father of modern Astronomy,
were condemned and ho excommunicated, even Martin Luther
calling him an ‘“old fool ;” Galileo was forced to renonnce his
sdientific theories, and was dogged by the fumiliars of the infa-
mous Inquisition till his death. Geology was ridiculed ana de
nounced, and its promulgators opposed at every step; and tho
great leaders in scientific thought at the present day, Darwin,
Huxley, Tyndall, Spencer, and others, the muster minds of the
age, are villificd, misrepresented, and antagonized so fur as the
Church (now comparadvely fottered, fortunate' ) dares to go.
“The real injury,” says B. F. Underwood, * done to the race by
the Christian superstition in opposing tho study of science, keop-
ing back ics discoveries and invontions, and proventing the dif-
fusion of its influenco among tho peopl, can never bo estimated.”
Let us be (hankful that we live in un age of skepticism, criticism,
doubt, investigation, rationalism, freethought, intellectnal and
moral advancement, philosophic analysis, and scientific progress !

Fort LeavExworTtH, Kansas, U. S. A.

CASKET OF GEMS.

What a satisfuction it must Lo to know that thero is not the
least necessity for any ono to bo a Christian! our welfarr in this
life, or in the noxt, does not in the slightest degree depend upon it.
You can be a Philosopher, as Humboldt was, and bo no Christian,
as be wus nono; you can be a poet, with Shelley; 2 philrnthrop-
ist, with Heary C. Wright, who had long cast off the Christian
namo and tho Christian pretencs; you can be s good father or
mother, < good citizan, & lover of man, and a doer of right, a prac-
ticor of ton perancoand every virtue, and yet be no Christian. And
a man may boa thief, drunkard, murderer, adulterer, hyprerite,
and brute, and yet bo a Christian in the only senso in which any
man ¢an bo a Christinn.—Wm. Denton.

Facts aro all I ask for, and facts I mean to bave, oven if in ob-
taining tham, every loved and cherished theory T over held is torn
up and rooted out. Onco I believed in fairies, and longed for tho
purse of Fortunatus, and the wishig cap that obtained for its
wearsr whatsoover he desiretdd. Qnco T belinved Santa Claus a
voritable being who came down sooty chimneys and filled the
stockings of children with toys and goodics. OncoT belioved ina
God who heard and answered prayer, and watchied over ug with
parental solicitude. Ol ! how 8weot and pleasant it was to thiul
ono oyo nover slepf, one arm was always ready to savo; but-when
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these chimoras wera proved to be but fictions of the imagination,
and not veal facts and identities, I was compelled to abjure them
hecause I valued ¢ruth and reality more than all olse.—Elmina L°
Slerker,

Feoling, as I do, daily comfort in the knowledgo of some things
which I should once bave shrunk from supposing, it would be
weak—as foolish as cowardly—ever again to shrink from know-
ing anything that is truc, or to have any prefovonces whatuver
among unuscertained matters of speculution or fact.—JHarriet
Liartineau.

The great world is full of happiness. It pervades all animal
and inscct life, and culminates in the human race, to its fullest
porfection. True happiness is a gradual development, and wo
theretoro find, that it wo live good and virtuous lives, we grow
happier and happier each coming year. The enjoymont of the
child is near akin to that of tho dog or the horse, becauso it is an
unrealized happiness, depending upon physical, rather than intel-
lectnal sensativns.  Witl added yeais we accumulate knowledge,
and laarn to appreciate the higher, the more elevating, and more
refining sources of happiness, and are continually building up,
upon the sweet precious memories of the past, so that by the time
old age is reached, we shall have acquired such a wonderful storo
of treasured blissful experiences, that by simply glancing back
over them they will thrill us with the most exquisite eujoymomt.
—&lming D. Slenker.

For Scicnoes, the volume of inspiration is the book of Nature.
Confronting all, it needs no socicties for its dissomination, Infi-
nite in extent, etornal in duration, human ambition and buman
fanaticism havo never boen able to tamper with it. On the ecarth
it is illustrated by all that is magmficent and beautiful, on the
heavens its letters ave suns and worlds.—Draper.

Cultivate in thy heart a love for, and an appreciation of the
beautiful. To bo always delving and digging to obtain the moro
means of snbsistance, or oven to pile up wealth, is degrading and
dotasing humanity almost to the level of tho brute creation.
We must fill up the odd moments with some ennobl*ng, rofining, or
purifying employment. Pootry, music, art, literaturo, floriculture
or anything wsthetic--anything that will waken in the mind
lovely enchanting or beautiful pictures. Eesch one who adwmires
and adds to the amount of beauty already in the world, benefits
not only himself, but all others with whom ho comes in conlact,
by litting them up 1nto a higher and nobler plano of existance.—
Elmina D. Slenker.

To reject consecrated opinions needs a consecrated mind. Theo
moving impulse to such rejection is faith ; faith in reasen, faith in
the mind’s ability to obtain truth.—O0. B. Frothingham.

The wiso teachers of to-day are generous, tolevant, charitablo
and forgiving. Thoy seok not to force their ideas upon others,
but . "k each one to read, poader, search and exarcine for himself,
and accept only that which will bear tho test of the severest
scientific scruting  They say, go as fur as pessible in search of
bottom facts, but do net then stop and bar up the way to further
progress for thyself and othors by saying thou has reached a God,
a great First Cause, but rather pause, confess .hy ignorance, and
then wait for develcpments and rvovelations of the future, leaving
the unknown for debatable ground.—ifrs. E. D Slenker.

FRIENDLY OPINIONS.

Friesp Eorror,—I have received No. 2 of FREETHoUGHT JOURNAL
and am really very much pleased witl its contents.  Thero is 8o much
solidity about it. The wniters of the various articies scem to feol as
if they =were standing upon solid grennd and rNow whereof they

ock. Underwood in the opening article well sustains his
Zﬁa.mctcr as a closo reasoner and deep thinker. Ho is mild,
courtecous and gentlemanly, and gives oxcellent substitutes for
the belief and practices of theology.  “ Encmirs of Society,”
by Hargrave, is tino and will be read more than onco by all who
sppreciate good, substantial arguments. It covers a great deal of
ground an% covers it WELL too, Tho paragraph on prayer is a
telling blow to the poor priest-ridden dupes, who imagine any effort of

living boings can change or alter aven ona of the great irrevocable fiats
of nature, a singlo effect that is the foredoomed result of a previous
train of eauses as old ¢3 oternity. How grand 18 tho tribute to T'yndall
and the other great scientists of tho age, who have given the causo of
fact and truth so much superiority over that of myihs and fables,
cither by silontly ignoring tho wholo system of Christian mythology, or

iving it a sharp, significant rap over tho head, as was done by Tyndall
i his *“ Germ Theory " and tho proposition of his prayer guage, and
in the radical u’terances of his Bolfast Addvess. Tl closing sentence
of Hargrave, that ‘* future ages will look back upon dezd Christianity
as the most seltish systom of rc'igion that ever oxisted,” upsets all
previous claims whiclk 1t has put forth as being ‘he test, noblest
und most self-sacrificing aystem of relizion the world has ever known
or caN k¥ «w; juet as emphatically «, doos D, M. Bennett's ¢ hour
with the Devil” place that much abused personage in the front ranks
of tho world’s benefactors, instead of leaving him longer to ocenpy the
position of scape-goat for all the accumulated sinsand errors and crimes
which the whole world of humanity has over been guilty of.

Mr. William Sissun's account of the Wolcott meoting proves by ats
short, terso, tolling sentence that he ts well calculated to writo substan-
tial itoms in a plain, practicul, common-sense manner. R. B. Butland
desorves the thanks of all readers for his condensed collection of the
very valuable and well choson ideas and sontiments he has culled for
us from so many sources of the philosophy of Horbert Spencer. Towus
Liberals who live, as it were out of the world, and ?ar from book
stores and librarics, and are too poor to buy such books, these extracts
aro really invalnable,

11 lovers of Goetho wiil read with pleasuro Dumdog's article on that
great thinker, author and poot. Al‘en Pringle conclusively proves
that free will is ontirely a misnomer and a myth, and that we always
act from the strongest mnotive at tho time of action, and conzequently
have no will to do otherwise. His closing illustration fully proves
this to tho satisfaction o any rcasonadlo being who has not been
blinded by superstition and dogma. He also, 1 his obituary notice of
S. R Vilson, furnishes one more lick in the chain of evidence, by
showing how calmly and philosophically the Infidel of to-day closes 'us
eyes in his long last sleep ; that all the horrors told of the death beds
of Paine, Voltaire, and other noted Infidels of the past are base Chris-
tian slanders and fabrications. The ghort items are all very readable,
and noticea of tho press courtecous and complimentary. So on the
whole, though working against the current of public opinion, it is evi-
dent that the Jourxay, is making good headway, and 15 destined to be
a power in the land.

Very raspectfully,
ELMINA D. SLENKER,
Snywrille, Pulaski Co., Va.

The Christian Sabbath, Nov. 11th, 1877,

To T Epmor.—DEAR Sir,—It is very pleasant to note the steady
dovelopment of Liberal ideas in Canada, manifest in tho formation o1
new societies, in the deliveranco and success of Freethought lectures,
and last, but not least, in tho cntrance of Freethought into public life
via your JoUn¥ar, tho most prominent featurs of the genoral advance.

T hopo s great deal for our paper; there is o great deal tor it to do.
Among Liberals such 2 channcl of communication was most desirable
for mutual encouragement and support. But most of all is needed a
sheet that we can put into the hands of our Christian friends with the
assurance that while our own imperfectly understood opinions wall
therein bo clearly set forth, their conscientious scruples will bo treated
with as much respect as is possiblo to use in the battle for the ultimate
triumph of the truth. Perhaps tho sucvess of the enth;)riso will
depend on tho observanco of tho last mentioned condition. We believe
that in the Libural ranks of to-day are to bo found in a high degree of
dovelopment the noblest attributes of humanity. I do want to have
tho FreETmovout JourNAL generally read, and to sco theso attributes
shining forth in this country, and through its columns, winning success
and popularity for it by forces which lend grace and charm to argu-
ment.

Pray excuse this free oxpression of my thoughts and belicve mo

Yours very truly,

Hon, P. Q. F. HARMER, Jux.

Porr Horr, Oct. 31st, 1877.

Ebitor JouR¥AL,~] wish to express tho pleasure and gratification
your sccond number of the FrRrReTHovanT JoURNAL afforded me.
‘¢ Enemics of Socinty ” is just splendid ; I am hnppil{ disappointed in
tho writer's ability ; I nover road a better article, and I have to con
gratulate him on hissuccess. I am pleased to sco 30 many favorable
commonts; nothing more, howovor, than it doserves. Arxlicles by

v
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Undorwood, Butland, Dumdog and Pringle will bear the closeat
scrutiny. Fraternally yours, ]
WAL SISSON.

CONSTRUOTIVE FREEYHOUGHT.

BY ALLEN PRINGLE.

The Canadian Montily for Qctober, in discussing tho question
¢ s the world getting botter or worse,” in tho * Round the Table”
department, has the following :—

“‘Tho Christian theory of the universo and of mun’s destinies is
being move feebly presented from year to year; thut is to say,
more and moro adultorated in order to diminisa the appear.nce of
conflict with ‘modern thought,” But the result of this is to rob it
in a large measure of its divective virtue, for men will not be con-
trolled by any doctrine that cotaes to them with an uncertain
sound. On the other hand * modern thoaght 18 slow to furnish a
synthesis of its own. It Lus an admirable power of tearing down ;
its guerilla soldiery make havoe of old 1deas here and thore and
everywhere ; but as yet it has hardly begun the work of ronstruc-
tion Conseguently society is left to drift about with but little
clear moral guidance, and with a comparatively feoble sense of
woral responsibility. It is much to be desived that ¢ modern
thought ' may get through the critical and dispersive stage as
quickly as possible, and begin to furnish us with the affirmntions,
the binding truths that woe so much need. If once more we could
have a common basis of belief and education, the progress
society would make in organization and goneral well-being weuld

" be, T fully believe, something of which at present we can have very

little idea.  Certainly nothing can Lo less favore’ le to socul ad-
vancement than such a conflict between superstition and scepti-
cism a8 constitutes the moust salient feature of the civilization of
to-day.”

This is very liberal and trne, Lut it seems to me the writer
rather under-estitnatea the extent of the formative or constructive
process which is now going on in * modern thought.’ The icono-
clastic stage may bosaid to be about pastin the theological depart-
ment. True, the world is perhaps not yst fully cognizant of the
tact, but it is nevertheless true that the “ destructive criticism ” is
And tho grand scientific
synthesis and utiliturian philosophy arising in the place of super-
stition may also be said to boe already before us, so mpidly is it
accumulating and taking possessior of the highest thought and
Tho * affirmations ” have been made, and
the binding truths are Lefore ws. The universo is the all in
all. Man is a portion of the universe, a8 “in matter wo
see the promise and potency of all forms and qualities of

life.” Man, to bo good and to be happy, must get himself in

right relations with that oxistenco of which he is a mede. Tho
Jiat has gone forth that whatover 18 for our best good and for the
best good of our fellows is right and moral, whether sanctioned by
its
own rewanrd and vico its own punishment, independently of arbi-
trary rowards and punishments in an ascumed future.  Man must

. do right simply because it ¢ right and for his highest good, and

not from the ignoble motive fear of hell. Philosophically, thesa

- generalizations cover the whole ground, and ethieally include the

whole duties and functions of man. The details are being worked
out and ars already given to the world.

True it is, howover, that some great minds (James Fitzjames
Stephen for examplo) are sorely perploxed, halting and hesitating.
A great difliculty looms up beforo them. Thoy seo cloarly enough

-the ““kavoc” tho «“destructive criticism” has made on every hand,

and the tottering condition of ' old systoms, but they are evi-
dently afraid of tho consequences of un entire demolition. They
still cling to the theological assumption that belief in a God and a
future of rewards and punishments is essential ¢o the preservation
and maintenance of mornlity and the social bond. All the other
dogmas of superstition thoy havo given up as gone. but theso they
-would frin retain, though at the same timo ucknowledging that
there is no positive ovidence of the existence of the one or the

truth of the other. Thoy seem to lose sight of the facy that these
beliefs have signally failed in tho pust to hold men to the vight,
and that the thousands to-dny without such belief are as exempinvy
in evory way or moro o than those holding it. And, though tho
advent of tho now order were accompanied by a ¢emporary loosen-
ing of the woral and socinl bonds, it would be only temporary.
IFor this result has attended almost all great changes and reforms
in the world, whether such changes were essentinlly good or bad,
and honco the temporary loosening of moral restrai.ts which may
atternd tho induction of *modern thought' is, judging from the
leasons of history, what may be expected, but will be no evidence
of the ultimate inutility or unsoundness of tho reform. But, no
matter what tho results to society—temporary or permanent—
may be, if these loag-cherished Leliefs ate not true, or do not rest
upon any good evidence, .hoy will and must sooner or later disap-
pear from the mind of man. Tho * basis” the world must look to
for its future “ well-being” is fuct, knowledgy, cowence in its most
comprohensivo sense.  The natural and tangible must take the
place of the supernatural and intangible. W can readily under-
stand hov. univorsal education will accomplish vastly more for
nun than all the theologies and creeds have over done. We do
not mean education in the conventional sense. but education which
will enable us to placo ourselves in harmonious relations with
external nature, with the universe. This of courso involves a
knowledge of ourselves mentally and physically. and a knowledge
of our environment—of all the conditiongs which affect us and
with which we aro in contact. This is really the bighest educa-
tion, ard this is what will ultimately prove the salvation of the
race  With this knowledge Luman beings will adjust themselves
to their environment. They will have health by understanding
and observing the conditions upon which it depends.

The old proverb, mens sano in corpore sano, (a sound mind in a
sound body), will then be the rule instead of the exception as
now. They will not then take into the system what inflames the
blood and excites the passions. Buch of the crime in the world
results from depravia physiological conditions, instead of the
“total depravity ” of the mind as the religionist claims. Science
has established that tho brain is the instrument of the mind, and
that the reaction and sympathy between miud and organization
are 80 closo that the condition of the one is dependent upon the
health and normal condition of the other. If a man’s blood is
inflam. ), and brain goaded by liquor and tebacco, and 2 hundred
other unphysiological practices contrary to nature, no belief in
creeds and confessions, God or immortality, wiil avail to save him
from crime. On the othar hand the rightly educated inaividual,
who adjusts himself or herself to nature, keeps his blood pure by
correct habits of life, and his mind free and healthy by observing
tho conditions on which mental und moral health depends, will
not be vicious in habit or immoral in conduct, though he bave no
belief in creed or dogma, in God or future rewards and punish-
ments.  With such education buman pro-creation and propagation
will bo guided by enlightened reason and knowledge, instead of as
now by ignoranco and passion, and no more children will be
brought into the world thun parents can properly feed, clotho and
educate. The consequence will be that the child will be born
with good tendencies and normal instinets, instead of as now wi.h
depraved propensities and vitiated appotites. All tho poverty,
misery, squalor, degradation and crime which now resalt from
ignorunce will then disappear as the causes disappear. Liko pro-
duces liko, and if tho parental and other conditions are favorable
—normal—it is according to the invariable mode of nature that
the child will bo favorably organized. Such a child, reared
physically, mentally and morally as the parents will then Znow
Aow to rear it, will inovitably grow up a healthy, useful and moral
member of the community, independent and without the aid or
restraints of creeds. Such, in tho naturo of things, cannot
become vicious and immoral in action,

Doces theology, belief, creed, or confession impart such knowledge
to tho world? No! And they have shown themselves to be
uttorly impotent in the absence of such knowledze to restrain vico
and crimo and olevate man, Let us then substitute scienco for
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theology, knowledgo for faith, self-reliance and work for unavail-
ing prayer, universitics of learning for churches of show and
forms, and the raco will improve, yea must improve, Religion
bas had its chance und what fms it done fur the world? (Of
courso I mean dogmatic religion, not the moml precepts which it
bas appropriated, and which r-e the common property of mankind,
and which ave essentinlly © part of no religion.) It may huve
done somo little good but vastly more havm. It has caused
bhuman blood to flow in torrents—more than nll other causes
combined,

Sweeping as this charge is, it iz fully supported by histovy.
Religion hus kept the mind of man in boundagoe and fear. Wo
can now do without it. Let us study the useful and natural
instead of the visionary and supernatural. Lot us huve monility
in the place of creads, charity in the place of sectarinnism. In the
placo of the Thirty-nine Articles and the Weatirinstor Confession
let us have Curpenter’s Physic’ ;y and Twll's Hygiene. For
“election ” and * predestination” give us equality and fraternity.
In a word, let us oxchango the fictions and myths of the super
natural for the great tyuths and realities of the natural, by which
we are surrounded and which concern us moat.

Seusy, November, 1877.

MARK TWAIN'S LATEST.

Hew an Irreverant 0Jd Salt Interpreted the Story of Elijah and
the Prophete of Baal.

One trip the Captain had a clergyman on buvard, but did oot
kuow lie was u clergyman, sinco the passenger list did not betray
the fuct. He took a great liking to the Rev. Mi. Peters, and
tallzed with him a good deal; told Inm yarns, gave him tooth-
some scraps of personal history, and wove a glittering streak of
profaunity through his gavrulous fubric that was vefreshing to a
spirit weary of the dull neutralities of undecorated speech. One
day the Captain said, *Peters, do you ever read the Bible”

¢ Well—yes."”

T judgo it aint often, by tho way you say it. Now, you
tackle it in dead earnest once, and you'll find it'l. pay. Don't you
get discouraged, but hang right on. First, yon won't understand
it; but by and by'thing« will begin to clear up, and then you
wounldu't lay it down to eat.”

¢ Yes, I huve bad heard that said."

¢ And it's so, tco. There ain't a book that begins withit. It
lays over 'em all, Peters. There's some pretty tough things in it
—there ain't any getting around that—but you atick to them and
think them out, and when once you get at the inside everything's
plain as day.”

“ The miracles, too, Captain "

“ Yeg, gir! the mirucles too. Every onoof them. Now, there's
that business with the prophets of Baal; like enough that
stumped you{”

# Well, I don known but—"

“ Qwn up now ; it stumped you. Woll, I don't wonder. You
Ledn't any experience in raveling such things out, and naturally
it was to mauny for yon. Would you like to havs me explain that
thing to you and show you how to got at the meat of these
macters

“ Indeed T would, Captain, if you dor’t mind.

Then the Captain proceeded as follows: “I'!l do it with
pleasure.  First, you see, ¥ read and read, and thought and
thought, till T got to understand what sort of peoplo they wero in
the old Bible times, and then after that it was all clear and easy.
Now this was tho way I put it up concerning Isaac and the
prophets of Baal. There was some mighty sharp men among the
public characters of that old ancient day and Isnac was one of
thom. Isaac had his failings, plenty of them, too; it ain't for me
to apologise for Isasc ; he played it on the prophets of Baal, and
like onough ho was justifinble cunsidering the ocds against him.
No, all I gay is, "twan’t any mivacle, and that I'll show you so'st
you can seo it yourself.

“Woell, timos had been gotting rougher and roughor for pro-
phets—that is, prophets of Isanc's denomination. Thero was four
hundred and fifty prophets of Baal in the ccmmunity, and only
ono Presbyterian—that is, if Isauc was a Presbyterinu, which 1
reckon ho was, but don't say. Naturally the prophots of Bunl
took all tho trade.  Isauc was pietty low spirited, I reckor, but he
wasa good deal of & man,and no doubt ho went prophesying around,
letting ou to be doing u land oftice businvss, but 'twan't any uso ;
he conldn't run any opposition to smount to auything. By and
by things got desporate with him ; he sets hiz head to work and
thinks it all out, and then what does ho do? Why, he hegins to
thraw out hinig that the other parties are this and that and
t'other—nothing very definite, may bo, but just kind of under-
mining their reputations in a quict way. This wmade talk, of
cowmse, aud finully got to tho King. The King asked Israc what
he meaunt by his talk.  Says Isaac, *Oh, nothing particular ; only,
can thoy pray firo down from heaven on an altar? 1t ain’t much,
way be, your Majesty, only, can thoy do it? That's the idea.’
So the King was u good deal disturbed and he wont to tho
prophets of Bual, und tbuy said, pretty airy, that if ho had an
altar ready thoy were ready, and they intimated ho'd better get
insured, too.

 So noxt morning all the childven of Israbl and their parents
and tho other peoplo gathered themselves together. Well, here
was the great crowd of the prophets of Baal packed together on
one side, and Isnac walking up ard down all alone on the other,
putting up his joh. When time was called, Isanc lot on to be
comfortablo and judifferent : told the other team to take tho first
inning. So they weut at it, the whole four hundred and fifty,
praying around the altar, very Lopeful, and doing their level best.
‘They prayed an bour—two hours—three hours,—and soon, plumb
till noon. It wasn'tany uso; they hadn’t took a trick. Of course
they felt kind of ashamed before all those people, and well they
wight. Now, what would a magnanimous man do? Keep still,
wouldn’t he? Of courgse. What did Isaac do? He agravated tho
prophets of Baal every way he could think of. Say's he, ‘You
don't speak up loud enough, your god’s asleep like enough, or
may bo he's taking a walk, ycu want to huller, you knov, or
words to that effect ; I don't recollect tho exact language. Mdiad,
I don't apologize for Isanc; he had his fauits.

¢ Well, the prophsts of Basl prayed along the best they know
how all tho afternoon, and neser raised a spark. At last, about
sundown, they were all tuckered out, and they owned up and
quit.

¢ What does Isaac do now? Ho steps up and rays to some
friends of lLis there, ¢ Pour four barrels of water on the aliar|’
Everybody was astonished ; hut the other side had prayed atit
dry, vou know, and got whitewhashed. They poured it on. Says
he, ¢ heave on four more barrels ¥ Then he says, ¢ Heave on four
more.! Twelve barrels, you see, altogether. The water run all
over the altar and all down the sides, and filled up a tronch around
it that would hold a couple of hogsheads—* measures,’ it says—7J
recion it means about a hogshead, Some of the people were going
to put on their things and go, for they allowed ho was crazy.
They didn't know Isasc. Jsaac kaelt down aund begun to pray;
ke strung along and strung along about the heathen in distant
lande, and about the sister churches, and about the state and
country ot large, and about those that’s in authority in the
government, and the usual programm~, you know till everybody
had got tired and goume to thinking about s .ething else, and
then, all of a sudden, when nobody was noticing, ho outs with a
match and rakes it on the under side of his log, and puff ! up the
whole thing blazes, like a houso afiro! Twelve barrels of water?t
Potroloum, sir, patroleum 1 that's what it was "

« Petroleum, Captain§”

Yes, sir; the country was tull of it. Isanc knew all about
that. You read tho Bible. Don't you worry about the tough
places. They ain't tough whoa you como to think them ount and
throw light on them. There ain't o thing in the Biblo but what is
true ; All yon want is to go preyerfully to work and cipher out
how't was done.”—Atantic for November,
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DELUSIONS.

BY W. W'DONNELL.

Evory man deals with some delusion ag if it weie a reulity.
Tho most clear-sighted who has all confidence in his own nnaided
vision may, nevertholess, have sonso mist bofore his eyes which he
cannot oee, and ho may have walked along all his life time in a
shadow withont evor once suspocling that it was not the cleavest
sunshine. The isthmus whioch fancifully connects the material
world with some vast cloud-continent beyond is a mirage noar
‘which so many fondly linger, as if looking midway from the seon
to the unseen, or wavoring indoubt as to the proper choire between
that whioh is real and that which is imaginary.

Dolusions affect families, cominuaities, and nations, as well as
individuals, Weo have families full of silly pretension as to their
lineage, which boast of their * blue blood ” derived perhaps solely
from somo progenitor who was a successful Lnavo, and then,
“overlooking their ignoble origin, toolishly fancy thomselves superior
to thoeo around them. We have communities—especially the
religios ones—which claim authority to dictate to all others,
exhibiting contempt or even hatred for those who dare to differ
from them ; and imagining that some ecclesiastical structure whick
they may have raised, is founded on & rocky truth, while in
reality it is bu. ~ glittoring vanity clevatad upon & mcantain of
orror. And thore w0 nations which vaunt of their liberty, their
wealth, their power and their civilization, while they mey have
partial laws, despotic rulers, unjust distinctions and nrivileges, and
a large ignorant paupor population ; and while professing to up-
bold freedom and bumarity, may connive at oppression, and
ba barbarous in resentment.

Men in fact can bo seen in every direction dallying with delu-
sions and following shadows. Theve are none so positive as those
who are half right, and, wich this possession, it is almost
impossible to convince them that they are wholly wrong.
Upon half-righteousncss has beris established wholesale iniguity ;
and, as the fanatical are but midway bstween virtue and vics, the
world has had to suffer bitterly from the wild excesses of zealots,

No delusions impose on mankind to such an extent as those

~«which arise from extraordinary religious forvor; and wholo

communities may be thoreby affected. The Jesuits, perhaps above
all others, offer an example of what uncontrolled enthusiasm can

. lead te, for in satisfying their religicus yearning they suppress

almost every human impulse, and, are felly of the belief, that in
order w0 do their duty and fulfil certain extraordinary vows, thay
must subdue natural uffections, they must cheerfully take up the
cross laid before them, leave paents, brothren, and friends, with
tho groatest indifference, and, withent the slightest murmur, go to
the remutest part of the earth as teachers or missionaries. No
other society, secular or religious, demands such prompt obedisnce
and hes such mute submission. No dread of personal suffzzing
must alaim them, and no thought of self must ever interfere to
prevent a ready compliance with the demands of a superior. And

_ yet, though feared -and distrusted by Oatholic and Protestant alike,

these men persis in their teaching, and continue on their way
under the impression that they are in the path of divine duiy and

: ‘n_pholders.of the most cacred trutk ; and while nations, communi-
~“tie, and _individuals reproach them for being wily and deceitfvl,
“aud despise them, a3 well as the Dominicans, for bsing tho Thugs

and Fakirs of Christianity, onward ill they go in their appointed
way, like a moral pestilence from land to land, never suspecting
that thoy are deluded, or that they are or have been in any
rospect the missionaries ot ovil,

_ 'Tho nama of Jesuit, like that of Jow, is by many accounted as a
Zorm of roproach. The Jows have been despised for their alleged
groad, the Jesuita have been denounced for their plotting propen-
sities and decoit ; thoir history being one of the most remarkable
Paradoxe{ connected with true ethical science or moral philosophy.
To do evil that good may come seems to have besn one of theif
most established roaxims, and, unless the revelations mndoe even By
Cathalics concorning them are not the veriest fabrications, this
maxim must bs the koy to most of the perfidious avtions of this
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colobrated socioty ; and tho paradox is further illustrated by the
union of great learning, great superstition, and great despotism in
the same treacherous and intolerart body.

Among the prominont acousations urought agairst the Josuita
thoy ave chargod with the most profound duplicity, it hag boea
mado clear that whilo professing one code thoy have practisad
another; and it is alloged that, in addition to thoir public and
avowed objects and constitutions, thero oxists for the guidance of
tueir hidden nctions, and for the private direction of the tiuraughly
initiated, a secret codo entitled, ** Monita Secreta,” and the notorioty
thoy have gained for designing and intermeddling in religious
and social, 1s well a8 in political matters, bas drawn upon them the
suspicion and frequently the antipathy of differsnt governwents.
Paschal, a distinguished Catholic writer, exposed and ridiculed
their dangerous casuistry and disregard of principle in his Provin-
cial letters, the Jansenists a Catholic society were their bitter
opponents, and Catholic as well as Protestant nations have beon
obliged to suppress and often to expel 1, religicus body of raen
whose great learning and abilitics were to oiten used to incito dis-
content and rebellion against the very rulers that had offered them
shelter and protection ; more than once the outciy agaiusi them
becaws very great, so strong in 1873 that even Pope Clomsnt
XIV. hed o suppress the society in Rome, in the Papal States,
and “in all the States of Christendom,” In many countries they
subsequently managed to get re-established, and in wany they still
hold ¢-.d their position ; out subjected, as they deservedly have
been, to expulsion—what they claim tc have boen persecation—
and more cautious as they may no s time be, their aims are
still the tame, and unless carefuliy wa._hed they would deth.one
Liberty and make maukind tho veriest slaves of a corrupt and
intolerant systom.

Those who love freedom of opinion and who detest religious
despotism in every form mustever be an the alert, for if thore are
Protestant as well as Catholic popes, thero aro aleo Rrotestant
priests who, to a certain extent, are as designing and as dangerous
against freethought and free speech &8 those who claim to bo the
genuine successors of Ignatius Loyola.—(From an unpublished
work.)

TWO PREACHEKRS.

BY MR3. BARA A. UNDERWOQOD.

Two preachers touched my soul one night ;
Both woke within me earnest thought ;
One charmed my Fancy's airy fight,

One bitter anguish wroug.at.

The first, 'neath frescoed, frotted roof,
With flowors making sweet the air,
On oruate dais stood aloof,

And uttered praiseful prayer.

Ho thanked his God, in mankind's name,

For light, for life, for home, and friends,

For all that through our sensuous frame
A thrill of gladness sends.

Anad then ho snoke, in choicest phrase,
Of fruitful curth and glorious heaven,
Of lovo that guardeth all our ways,

Of pardon freely given.

And, listeaing in a cushioned pow,

Wrapped in a dreamnful, dazy mist

-Of music, lights, aud warmth, X graw
A suddon optimist.

Wealth, beauty, graco, and culture rare,

Proud faces fashioned fair by fate

Filled up the pows—no hint was thero
Of misery, want, or hate.

Tho world was fair—and God did reign.—
So ra~ my musings g]zad axfld awoot,
As at the orgui's grand rofrain

Wo au:gzg into tHo street,
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Into tho street ! "Twas here I found

The preacher who spoke words «f woo ;

Tho sta=s shone fierce above—around
All u ‘ngs wero drapad in snow.

And bitter was tho north wind's rage,

Yet thin-clad forms went hurrying on,—

Forms bent with toil, discase, and age,
From whom all joy seemed gone.

Aud baby-voices begged for bread,
And voices rude made night more drear,
1ith oaths enforcing words of dread ¢

I wondered—was God nearl

And niaddened men went recling by

To homes where wives, with inward moan,

Hushed childhood’s quick, impatient ery
And hunger's fretful tone.

And by the strect-lamp’s flickering glare
T glimpses caught of faces bold,—
Girl-faces, whoso defiant stare

Their dismal story told.

From sights #nd sounds liko theso—not croeds—
Did this strange preacher preach to me,
His sermen was on human needs ;

His name—Humanity !

And this tho moral that he drew ;
That man for man in Cr 8CNS0
Become—what Heaven fails to do—

A loving Providence.
—DBoston Index.
“FREE WILL " AND “¥FREE MORAL AGENCY.”
(Continued. )

BY ALLEN PRINGLE.

-

Tho will is cither caused or uncaused. 1f uncaused it is the
result of chance, the reign of law is deficient and cguse and effoct
not universal. If caused it is governed by inflexille law, and
henco is not free.  (Wo Lelieve tho term * law of natura” to bo o
misnomer, Lut use it in a popular scnse. We do not think
#laws” were ever impressed upon matter. By law of nature we
mean naturc’s method of operating.  When wo observe uniformity
in tho processes of nature, and that liko causes, other conditions
being tho same, always produco like effects, wo say laws of nature,
but it is simply uniformity of sequence, 2nd this is inseparablo
from and a necessary concomitant of matier) Sinco then all tho
phononiena and processes of naturo uave their adequate causes,
tho human will can bo no exeeption, but comes under tho univer-
sal onder; and hence is in all cases the necessary result of the
existing conditions. Thought, fecling, emotion, will, are all tho
result of tho molecular wotion of tho bmin. This wotion iy in-
volantary—beyond our control.  Wo can nover predicate tho next
idea from the present one.  Wo cannot tell what the next thought
to ariso in our minds will be. Wo cannot determine tho mext
feeling or motive. Thero may be, it is truc, 2 concatination of
idrss. Wo may have what wo call consecative thought, coherent
idoas, which wo may deem tho resnlt of a concentration of the
mind by tho action of the will, but the connected thought is as
neorssary & result of the existing conditions as the disconnected
tought is a nceessary Tesult of other and different conditions.
Tn responso to impressions from our eavirenment—tho externsl
worid—the brain acls, xnd consciousness is the result. We can-
not toll wokiy malecular metion of the brain results in thought.
We annot tell Zow it is equivalent to consciousness; wo simply
know the fact. )

variable, so that given the state of the brain, the corresponding
thought or feeling might Ve inferred.” Will it be said we volun.
tarily produce the molecular condition, and benco uitimately con

trol or produce tho resulting thought or motive? This would be a
very far-fotched conclusion. We voluntarily take food, it is true,
into the stomach, which is assimilated and nourishes the brain,
thus indirectly contributing to its action; but why do we take
the food 9 Simply in obedience to an alimentive desiro which is
as natural as nature herself. We do not create the alimentive-
ness. It is born with us. Tho infant will essay to gratify it
beforo the seuses aro all fairly awakened to the oxternal world.
Tho action of tbo brain is therefore outside the control of the
will, being more wechanical or automatic in character than con-
sciously directed. Descartes says: I have clear evidence that
the nervous system acts mechanically without the intervention of
consciousness, and without the intervention of the will ; it may be
in opposition to it.” In an address delivered before the British
Association at Belfast in 1874 Professor Huxloy says: * When
we talk of tho lower animals being provided with instinct and not
with reason what we really mesn is that, although they are sensi-
tive, and although they are conscious, yot they do act mechan-
ically, and that their different states of consciousness, their sensa-
tions, their thoughts (if they huve them), their volitions (if they
bave them), are the products and consequences of the mechanical
arrangements. I must confess that this popular view is to my
mind tho only ono which can be scientifically adopted. * * *
Undoubtedly I do hold that the view X have taken of the relations
between the phkysical and mental facultics of brutes =pplies in its
fullness and entircty to man.” -

The automatie action of the bruin was not only strongly held by
Descartes, but is today by the best tuinkers and most eminent
biologists Professor Huxley, citing Descartes on this point
approvingly,says : * But Descartes noticed not only that under cer
tain conditions animpulse mado by the sensory organ may givoe rise
to a sensation, but that under certain other conditions it may give
riso to motion, and that this motion may bo effected witbout sen-
sation, aud not only without volition but even contrary toit.” In
tho yresence of theso great biological facts what becomes of the
hypothesis of the theologian that man's will is *freo” when.it is
thus scientifically established that overy thought. cmotion, iw-
pulso or will which wo experience is inexorably caused and has its
origin ir tho molocalar motion of the brain, and when such motion
is aufum.alic ratber than volitional. Each individual has a certam
organization and environment, and it is in accordange with these
that bo thioks, focls and acts, and that ho smust think, feel and
act.

As an illustration ot tho spontancity of mental impulses which
control our acts let us supposo = caso:  Suppose you are very fond
of a bit of good venison, and in your market round you bappen to
cspy & choico piece apparently. Immediately you desiro 2o gobat
Throogh tho sensa of sight an impression is made upen the braw
pro-lucing molocular motion, and hence the desire.  You approach
<uo stall to buy. You ask tho price, and all is satisfactory. But
just as you are about to accomplish your desiro to get it, in close
oontact your sonso of smell instantly informas you thet tho mest
which looked so choico to tho oyo at a distanco is tainted—ad-
vanced in decomposition. Your strong desive of & moment befora
to poseess and cat it is at onco changed into stropg aversion. Your
senso of smell has suddenlv galvanized your brain into anothe
and different motion of molecules, and now you do not want it at
all—repugnance has takon tho place of desire. No thinking i
son not wedded to preconceived opinions can fail to see tho i
cvitablo logic of this simple fact and its corrclative implications.
Who will contend that thero is really any freedom of will in this
casc, i. o, in tho motives or impulscs experionced VTt is admitid
that tho mero act of going to buy the venison and tho act of going

Profes»r Tyndall ;ays . T bandly imagine that any profound | away withont buying were free, but that is not tho question.  The

thinker who has eflecind upon tho sulject exists who would net

admit tho extremo prebability of the hypothesis that for overy |

fat of vnscinosnesy, whether in the domain of sense, of theaght,
or of emntion, & certain lefinite molaalar eondition is sat up in
tho Lrain , that this relation of physics to conscicusness is in-

question i, wero the motives which produced thoacts free? Had
yon control over them?  Did you originats of your own free. wil

| first the impulse to possess the venison and then the disinclinatio

1o tako it? No ono will venture toafficm here.  Tho impulses
7080 instinclinely and you obeyed them mecwssarily. When 5o
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first saw tho venison the molecular motion of your brawn created
the desiro to possess, and over this subjective process you had ne
control, nor volition in its prodaction. It was as nccessary a
reult of tho conditions a8 that two and two make four. The
samo applies with equal force to tho aversion which succeeded the
desire.  You had no control overit. Your sonse of smell acting
instinctively produced the impression on your brain.

This action of your brain was not the result of your behest or
will. It was mechanical. It immediately gave riso to the feeling
of aversion, and what did you do or could you do in the case but
obey tho impulse? This is true of the wholo of the activities of
the five senses covering tho whole ground of sensation and percep-
tion. Equally does it hold in the province of reason and refloction.
Wo must accopt the strongest evidenco of our sonses, and the
strongest intellectual evidence of our minds. For instance, if I
am asked the color of a piece of paper which appears to mo white
I answer white, and no argument, persuasion or coercion will
avail to change my mind until the object shall appear to me to be
somo other color. "When, in somo cases, the reason corrects false
appearances to tho senses, the true conclusion arrived at is as
nscessarily accepted as the false appearance was in the absenco of
tho ovidenco to tho contrary. Wo beliove, for example, trom
appearances through the senses, that the sun moves round tho
carth until wo become convinced by abstract thouyht that such is
rot tho case. There is no frecdom of will in cither state.  In the
first wo involuntarily accept appearances through tho senses, and
in tho sccond wo us involuntarily reject tho appearances as false
through tho lLigher faculties of reason. There aro many adult
persons in civilized Jife who do not yet believe that it is the earth
2nd not tho sun that moves Why? Becauso they have only
accepted such ovidenco as has been presented, or such as their

. minds are capablo of receivine. Thoy heliove what appears to
their senses to be true, not being ablo intellectually to grasp the
methematical demonstration of its falsity. Bailey says:—
4 Every proposition presented to thke mind, the terms of which
t&m I:mdcrstood, necessarily occasions cither belief, disbelief or

oubt.”

Necessarily occasions, remember, independently of our will, If
it bo tho latter, viz, doubt which is occasioned, furtbcr reflection
‘aud light may resull in certainty. And the ultimate conclusion,
whatever it may bo, is as necessarily occasioned us the preceding
doubt was. If I placo my hand upon ice I get tho impression of
cold. Let tho* free-will” advocato do tho samv, and then tryby tho

* exerciso of his “{ree will,” to persuado himself that the iceis not
cold. Ho will doubtless oxclaim that this test is as absurd as it
isunfair! 1t is neither, for this reason :—1If he is * freo” to
change his intelloctual convictions by the cxercise of his will ho
«can likewise chauge his physical improssions by tho aid of his
will. Ho claims that ho is freo to believe or disbelieve a given
“proposition or doctrino when presented to Eis mind.  Norw, if ho

.can by the exerciso of his * freo will ” Lelieve what appears to bis

reason as untrue, bo can also, by the exerciso of his * free will,”
disbelievo tho physical impression of cold when ho places his
hand upon the ice. Tho one would be no more nor less absund

" than tho other.
(7o be continued. )
SeLnr, November, 1977,
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NOTES AND EXTRACTS.

RY B. F. UNDERWOOD,

The morality of thy New Testawent, it is often daimed, is evi-
denco of its superhuman origin.  But it has been shown time and
again that overy moral sentiment in that book was taught ages
before it was wntten, in Egspt, in India, in Greoco and Reme.
Tho golden rule, tho forgicencss of cnemies, the brothechood of
oun, tho fatherhood of God, sclf-examinaticn, renundiation, were
all old doctrines and teachings when Jesus lived. Ho nover taught
c¢no new doctrins o procept, and tho clergy ought to know it and
Bavo tho candor to admit it. Jesus probably nover msde any
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claim to originality in the moral procepts ho taught. But from
the pulpit statements one would supposc that men naver knew
what the forgiveness of enemies, doing good for evil, and examin-
ing their dispositions and motives meant until Jesus opened bis
mouth.

Much bas been said and written about the prophecies of tho
Bible. The Freethinker has a right to demand ovidence that any
Bible prophecy appealed to in proof of inspiration was uttered or
recorded beforo the event predicted occurred ; that the evont was
beyond the power of man to foroseo; thut the prophecy bas not
been changed to correspond with tho eveut ; that the account of
the ovent has not been modified to conform to the prophecy ; that
tho prophecy is in clear, unambiguous language, and does not admit
of application to different ovents. .Are there any such prophecies
in the Bible?

The following passage is from Buckle's ** History of Civilization
in England:” ¢ Yetit is esident that until doubt began, progress
was impossible. For, as we have clearly scen, the advance of
civilization solely depended on thuo acquisitions mado by the
human intellect, and un the extent to which thoso acquisitions are
diffusedd. But men who are perfectly satisfied with their own
kuowledge will never attempt to increase it. Men who are per-
fectly convinced of the accuracy of their opiznons will never take
the pains of examining the basis on which *hey are built. They
look always with wonder, nd often with horrer, on views con-
trary to those which they inuerited from their fathers; und while
they are in this state of mind it is impossiblo that they should
receive any new truth which interfores with their foregone con-
clusions. On this account it is, that although the acquisition of
fresh knowledge is tho necessary precursor of every step in social
progress, such acquisition must itself be preceded by a love of in-
quiry, and therefore by a spirit of doubt; becauso without doubt
there wiil be no inquiry, and without inquiry there will bo no
. knowledge. For knowledge is not an inert and passive principle
which comes to us whether we will or no; but it must be sought
beforo it can be won ; it 13 tho product of gicat labor, and there-
foro of great sacrifice. And it is absurd to suppose that men will
incur the labor and mako tho sacrifice for subjects respecting
which they aro already perfectly content. They who do not feel
tho darkness will never look for tho light. If on any point we
havo attained to certninty wo make no further inquiry on that
point, because inquiry would bo useless or perhaps dangerous.
Tho donbt must interveno before the investigation can begin.
Here, then, wo have the act of doubting as tho originator, or, at
all ovents, tho necossary antecedent of all progress. Here wo
have that skepticism, the vers namo of which is an abemination
to tho ignorant, becauso it disturbs their lazy and complacent
minds, becauso it troubles their cherished superstitions, becauso it
imposes on them the fatigue of inquiry, and becauso it rouses even
sluggish understanding to ask if things arc as they ars commonly
supposed, and if all is roally true which they from their childhood
bavo been taught to beliove ”

Mrs. Elizabeth Denton, wifo of the well-known Spiritualist,
Wm. Deaton, says.—*To wy apprehension Spiritualism and
Cbristianity rest on tho samo basis) viz,, an unproven assumption.
* * + Batthe hypothesis of a continued, conscious, individ-
nalized spirit existenco, independent of the material form, I re-
grnd not only as unproven but as unprovable by any method of
which wo aroat present cogvizant. * * Nor can I sec that
wo arc wfo in declaring these phenomena (suchas may be gennine)
duo to any forco outsido of oursclves, until wo can citker traco
them to the souree from whenco they cmanate, or truthiully assert
| that wo ha'o at last compassed all tho jessibifities of the human
| individual, and know that they are duo to nono of these.” Sho
} adds that ** thero must bo men and women with war. hearts and
| carnest, honest purposes who will fearlessly look this question in
I the face, and dare to know tho truth, theugh it cost them many a
fendly cherished hope "—T%e Lecdution.

Tho following, from Smollett, gives somo idea of the intem-
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porance and wretchedness that were prevalent in England about
1735 «~—*“ The populace of Lordon were sunk into the most brutal
degeneracy by drinking to excess the pernicioun spirit called gin,
which was sold so cheap that the lowest class of the people could
afford to indulge thewselves in one continued state of intoxication,
to the destruction of all morals and order. Such a shameful
degres of profligacy pravailed that the retailers of this poisonous
compound set up painted boards in public, inviting people to be
drunk for the small expense of one penny; assuring them that
they might be dead drunk for two-pence, and lhave straw for
nothing. They accordingly provided cellars and places strewed
with straw, to which thoy conveyed those wretches who wore
overwhelmed with intoxication. In these dismal caverns they
Iay until they recovered some uso of their faculties, and then they
had recourse to tho same mischievous potion; thus consuming
their health and ruining their families, in hideous recoptacles of
vice, resounding with riot and execration.”

The following paragraph, referring to medieval homsage to
women, i3 from a contribution to Harper's Magazine by James
Parton :—* The ill-opinion entertained of women by men during
those ages of darkness and superstition found oxpression in laws
as well as in literature. The age of chivalry ! Investigators who
have studied that vaunted period in tho court records and law-
books tell us that respect for women is a thirg of which those
records show no trace. In the age of chivalry the widow and
fatherless were regarded by lords, knights, and “parsons™ as
legitimate objects of plunder , and woo to the widow who prose-
cuted tho murderers of her husband o: the ravagers of her estato !
Tho homage which the law paid to women consisted in bnrning
tkem alive for offences which brought upon men the painless
death of hanging We moderns read with puzzled increduhty
such a story as that of Godiva, doubtful if so vast an outrago
could have over been committed in a community not entirely
savage. Let the rcader immerse himself for only a fow months in
the material of which tho bistory of the Middlo Ages must be
composed, if it shall ever be truly written, and the talo of Godiva
will seem credible ard natural. Sho was her lord's chattel ; and
probably cho peoplo of her day who heard the story commended
him for lightening tho burdens of Coventry on such casy terms,
and saw no great bardship in tho task assigned to her.  Pooplo
read with surprise of Thomas Jefferson’s antipathy to the poems
and novels of Sir Walter Scott. Heo objected to themn becauso
they gave a view of the past ages utterly at varance with the
truth as revealod in the authentic records, which he bkad studied
from his youth up.”

Hero is an extract af a lctter from a friend who went to the
Black Hills: * Had you been with mo you could Lave learned
how to get rich whero there is no money—nich 1 expericnco and
washed gravel.  You might bavo added to your stock of informa-
tion thet which at some future time would bo of inestimable value.
You might havo added to your geographical loro by becoming prac-
tically acquainted with a great country that no geographer who
has any regard for bis reputation will hercatter darv placo upon
hig atlss, Yeu might bave realized—what you and I havoalways
reganied a8 ficticn—the truth of Milton's description of tho
‘httlo unpleasuntness’ that onco occured between Satan snd
Michacl wherein they harled mountans at cach other, &c.  Some
of thuso black sombre hills dropped iato Dacotah and God didn't
deom them of sufticient valuo to bave them replaced. Deadwood,
that gorgoous metropolis of tho hills, with its broad streets (abomt
10 fect wide) paved with gold, yon would readily havo recognized
2y being tho veritable New Jerusalem spoken of hy “old unclo St.
John " the Rovelator, whom we always belioved & crazy, old coot.
Yon wotld have cnoonntered a stylo of high-toned living in the
hills, tho luxuriant exbuberance of which weuld bave startied you.
The daily dict~—ambre iz and nectar—of the Olympian dictics was
wero hask compareu with the precious freight usually conveyed
through the alimer- .ty canal of the average Rlack Hills' boarder.
That classic Greei . dish wentione? on often by Homer in his
Odrssey, is tho chicf tablo ataplo of the hills; and its conaumess
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aro not all Greeks oithor. Ithink the dish is called ‘sow-belly.’
The hygonic qualities of the country ar of a superior order, con-
sisting chiefly of wholesomeo gulch water filtered through admirably
arranged carcasses, forty-rod whiskoy, cyprian loveliness, diarrhogg
and pistol practice.”

COMTE'" POSITIVE PHILOSOPEY.
) A Digest.

BY R. B. BUTLAND.

From Comte,John Siuart Mill, H. G. Lowes, Harrict Martincan, M. Cazelles,
Speooer, and others,

By discarding from his philusophy every pro-judgment that is not
scientific ; by banishing across the frontiers the probloms of substancoe and
cause which humnan intelligence is incapablo of solving ; by %asing on ¢x-
perience the whale doctrine of the general scicaco which unites tho special
sciences, and, aboveall, by co-ordinating poaitive knowledge according to a
law of cvolution into a senocs, the gass whereof are_skilfully covered by
hypotheses that reason may accept, and that reason does not contradict ;
by all these features, and by the last cspecially, Spencer presents to us one
of the most completo types of the philosophical apirit of the nincteenth
century.

To :{:thors who maintain this class of doctnnes, or at lesst such of them
as are considerod fundamental, it has been the custom for some years past
to givo tho namo of positivists, and they havo been regarded as tho disci-
ples of Augusta Comta,

The public, from the midat of which this J)on erful mind bad gzthered
with difficalty a small carclo of followers, had allowed him to hive, thuk
and die, without giving to his work the attcntion 1t deserved, and without
tf:hcrishing toward him personally any feclings but those of utter indif.

crence.

A fow yvears after Comte’s death the opinion kept gainiug ground in the
scioptific and philosophical world that Comto's Positive Philosopby would
catirely supersedo and replace Uhnstianity and the old beliefs of mankand.

Afterward, azd without very close consideration, Comto received credit
for tho grand mwovement of contemporancous thought which he did not
create, and which appearcd to pursuc another route than that ho would
hi co wished it to foﬁow.

This term ** positivista ” 13 ad.irable, it appiics well to that general
group of thinkers, savanws, and even mero amateurs, who baso their general
ideas on the positivo scicnces as a whole, and regard as wnsoluble the
problems that the pomtive scieaces can do nothing to explawm.

Still 1t cannot be sud that these savants and thinkers belong to Comte’s
achool. A school supposcs a master who has foundod it, and disciples
whuse chief care is to Teprodu se faithfully the master's ideas of processes,
allowing themselves more or loss liberty in details,

Hero wo bave certamly beld lines, fundamental doctrines, but points of
divergence canuot be called details.  Besides, the grand lines en which
thero is agrooment were traced ont slready beforo Comte.

If, then, it was well to give tho name of pusttivists to all those who
adopt thosc cssentisl principles, it was wrong to connoct them with Comte,
a8 if they were his disciple: \nd he was their master. A confusion wonld
ariso from such thoughticssness that would mistepresent their respective
attitudes.

In =pito of tho resemblances, and analogics and agroement on cascatial
points between toe ideas of Comto and the wntings of divers contemporary
authorities who adhere to Spencer’s synthetic, experzmental, cvolution
philosophy, there exists 2 prefound disagreement on peints that aro cspect-
dlﬁcbmwﬁﬁc of the philosophy of Comto.

cnoe the protesta that have ap {rym all quariers, cspeaully from
John Stuart Mill, who writes with 2 Food nature, growing out of an
acceptance of many of Comto's views, from Herbert Spencer, whose im-
)luticnco is minglei with a prefound rospect for the illusticus thinker Lo
differs from , and from Huxley, whoss assaults go to tke extant of .
jectice.

What Comte meditated was a systamatic clasufication of cur knowladge,
that might serve in the interpretation of clastes of phezomena that have
not been atudied in a scientific manaer; a Infty idea worthy of all praise.

Cemto revived the conception of Bacon {30 astonishing at an epoch
when kanwledge was so 1ittle advanced), it contemplated nothing less than
an onzanization of the sciences in a vast &ystem, in which soaal saeace
should appear as a branch of the treo of nature.

In the place of a vagae, indefimite conceptson Corzte has given a defimik,
carefully atadied conoeption of thewerld. ¢ has displayed 2 reach, a
fertility aud an criginality of mind truly greas, as wall 38a rare power of
geueralization.

Comte's Positive Thilosephy was an immcnse progress; it marks an
cpoch ia the evolution of human intelligence. .

They who rejoct Comte’s pecwliar doctrings, and adbere to positivism as
it was belerg Comte, o33 1a oommon With kim ofsniens that the oot
has hequeathed to the preacnt ; bot this adbhcaion sheald net be reckonel
in faver of the Qoctrines permliar to Comie Snch is the pomtion !
Spencer, and of the main body of the aciontitic philosepheraef to-day

Comto himacli always txxsit. that tha positive mothod in philosen) 5 bad
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been developing for ages, and was an inberitanco comon t0. all men of
science.

The principles that compose this common heritage are the relativity of
all knowledge, and its corollary, tho principlo that forbids ~ecourze to mo-
taphysical entities for the cxplanation of phenomena, and finally the fixed-
ness of the laws of nature.

One of the fundamental principles of Comte's system is that the develop-
ment of philosophy, like the dovelopment of arganic lifo, has been through
the alow additions of thousands upon thousands of yoars, for humanityis a
growth, as our glotw s . .

Also that to obtain better ompirics! laws we must not rest satisfied with
noting the progressive changes which manifest themselves in the separate
clemeats of society, and in which notking is indicated but the relation of
fragments of the cffect to errresponding ents of the cause.

1t is aocessary to combine the statical view of social phenoriens with
tho dynamical ; comsidering not only the progressive changes of the differ-
ent clements, bat the contemporanoous conditiou of each, and thus obtain
empirically tbo law of correspondenco, not only between the simultancous
statos, but between the simultancous changea of those clements. .

This law of correspondence it is, which after being duly verified, will
becomo the real scientific derivative 1aw of the development of humamty
and haman afiars.

John Stuart Mill says : In tho difficolt process of observation and com-
parison, which 1s herg required, it would ovidently bo a very t assist-
ance if it shonld bappen to bo tho fact that some one clement 1n the com-
plex existence of social manis pre-eminent over all others as tko prune
agent of the socal movemnent ; for we could then take the pro of that
one clement as the central chain to each successive link, to which the cor-
responding links of all the other progressions being appended, the sue-
cossion of the facts wonld by this alono bo preseuted in a kind of spon-
tancous order, far more pearly approaching to the resl oruerof thar
filiataon than could be obtawmed by any other mercly empirical process.

Now the evidence of history and the evidence of human nature comnbino
by a most striking instance of consilience to show that there really inone
sucial clement which is thas predominant and almost paramount among tho
agents of the social progression.

This is the state of the speculative beliefs which by any means men bave
amvggd at concerning themselves and the weorld by which they are sur-
rounded.

1% would be a great error, and ono very little likely to bo committed, to
assert that speculation, intellectual activity, the pursuit of trath, is smong
tho more powerful propensitics of hamaa nature, or fills a large placon

_ the lives of any, save decidedly exceptional individuals,

But notwithstanding the relative weakness of this principle among other
sociologeal agents, its influence is the main determuing canso of the
sucial progress, all the other dispositions of our nature which contnbuto to
that progress being dependent upon it for the means of accomplishing theaww
share of tho wora.

. Thus, {0 take the most obvious case first, the impelling force to most of
the improvements cffected in tho arts of life is the desite of inereased
Bi ) comfort, but as we can only act upon external objects 1n propor-
tion to our knowledgo of them, the stawe of knowledgo at any timeas the
impassible limit of the industrial improvements po:aib§o at vhat tume. And
iho ,;mcdze. of 1ndustry must follow and depend on the progress of

KnOW

The samo thing may be shown to be the truth, although it is avd quite
sa obvious, of the progress of the fine arts,

Farthier, as the strongest propensitics of human nature (being the parely

! sclfiah ones, and thoso of a sympathetic chasacter which partake most of

_ tho nature of selfishness), cvidently tend in themsclves to disamite maa-

{ kind, not to umte them, to makeo the  rivals, net confederates ; semal

" existence1s only possille by a disciplining of these more powerful propen-

! sitie, which consists in subordinating therm to a common system of

: ojunwons,

i The degroe of subondination is the measure of tho completeness of socaal

{ anion, and the nature of tho crmmon cpinions determines its kind.

¢ Datin onder th.t mankind should confuwm tleir aclions to any set of

i Fuaone, those opinians mast exist, must bo delieved by them.

' And thus the state of the apeculativo faculties, the character of tho

! proponations asscated 20 by the intelloct cssentially determines the moral

{and political atate of tho community, as we have alrcady scen thatat

) dctermunes the phyaseal.

,  Theso conclusioas dodaced frem the 1aws of human nature are 1 eatiro

i arevnlanco with tho general facta of hist~ry.

| Every considerablo chango historically known o us in tho cenditwon of

: any portion of mmankind bas been procoded by a chanpge of preportional

s extent in the extent of wair knowlodge, orin their provalent belics.

i Axsbetween any given state of ryeculation and the cerrelative state of
everything elsc, 1t was \lmost always the formes which first showed itseli,
though tho cfects, no doubs, reacted potoatly upen the cauac.

Erery consideralic adrance in matenal citilization bas boen proceded by
an adrance in knowledge, angd whea any groat sncial change has como to

_a great change an the opinioas xnd mu{n of thinking of wotioty had taken

{ place shertly heforo.

i Polythsen, Judzinm, Chrstianity, Prelostanting, the aegative philoso-

| phy of modern Eurcpe and its positive scicnoe, ¢ach of theso has beena
prumary azeat in gsosiely what it was at cach succossive penind,

6whilo ocitty was but sexadanly instramental io makieg thems oachof

§
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them (so far as causcs can bo nssigued for its existenco) boing mainly an
cmanation, not from the political state of the penod, but from the state of
belief and thought during some timo previous,

Tho weakness of tho speculative propensity has not thercforo provented
the progress of speculation fromn governing that of socioty at large.

It has only, and too often, provented Frogms altogether wkhere the in-
tollectual progression has cemo to an carly stand for want of sufficiently
favorablo circumstances.

Prom this accumulated ovidence wo are justified in concluding that tho
order of human progression in all respects will be a corollary deducible
from the order of progressica in tiro intellectual conrvictions of mankind,
that is from tho law of the succcssive trousformations of roligion and
science.

COMTE'S LAW OF THE THREER STAGES OF THOUGHTY.

Comte's central and governing doctrine is that the whole buman race,
like the individual man, nccessanly passes throogh three intellectual
stages.

The variations of hunan opinion, says Cumte, have never been purcly
arbitrary, they obey a law that causes overy theorctical conception to pass
through three successivo atages.

1. THB THEOLOGICAL STAGE.

The first by 2 pure mental fiction gives to the ahsolute caassof cvents
concrete forms, a supernatural origin is sought for all phenomena, t'as s
the theological stago.

& THE METAPHYSICAL STACE.

The second gives to tho same absolute cause an abstract and purely ideal
fonmn ; the sensuously supernatural 18 set amde as incredible, avd an effort
13 made to demonsirate tho existence of abstract forces or entities, sup-
posed toinhero in vanous substances, and capablo of engendering phenom-
cpa. This is tho m~taphysical atage.

o. THE POSITIVE OR REAL STAGE.

Finally, tho third abandons the scarmh after tho *‘origin and destiny of
the universe,™ ** the knowledge of the uterior causes of plenocincna” and
dovotes itself mercly to discovery of thar **cffectivolaws,” that is to say
their relations of succession and similitude.

In tho pesitive or real stage of human intelligence (or soul) the mind
affi=ms tho futility of theological and metaphysical inquiries, abandons all
vain acarch after the causcs and essences of things.

Restricts itself to the obscreation and clasuilication of phenomona and to
tho discovery of tho invariable relations of succession and similitade which
things Lear to cach other ; 1o a word, to the discovery of phenomena. This
is the postive or real stage.

1 Tho first or thoological atage has gono on from concentration to. con-
centration, aud has reached tho lughest perfection it is susoeptiblo of,
when it has spbstituted the provideatial action of 2 zinglo God for the
varied play of the numerous 1adependent tiods that had been imagined in
prinitive imes. L.

Tho theological, which is the ongunal apontancous form of thought, re.

s tne facts of the uuiverso as governed not by 1variable Jaws of se-
quence, but by single and direet volitions of gods, real or imaginasy, pos-
sessod of life, intelligenco and individaality.

In the infantilc stato of reason and expenenco indindaal objects wero
looked upen as animated.

Tho next merges this multitude of divimties 1n a2 single Gad, who made
the wholc universo in the beqinming, and guides and carries on its phen-
omena by his continzed action, or, as othera think, only medifies them frem
time to timo by apecial interfercnces.

2. Tho scoond or metaphysical ataze, which closely follows tho first, sub-
stitutiog for a God a creation of Reason, pursucs in its tarn the same path
towards unity, and arrives at perfection when all tho unities are combaned
in ono unity, regardad as the only source of ail phenomena.

Tho next step is the conception of invisible beings, cach of whom super-
intends and governs an catire class of objects or eveats,

Tho mode of theught which Comte terms tho mctaphysical soconnts for
pheaoniena by ascritang them not 2o volttians, ¢ither sublunary or celestial,
but to realized abstractions.

In this stageit is no longer & God that causes and dirocts cach of the
various agencics of pature, 12 is a2 pawer, or a force, oF an occult quality,
oonsid as rcal existences ipherent in but dustinet from tho concreto
bodies in which ey reside; and which they in & manner animate.

Instead of Drrads presiding over trocs, producing and regalating their
phicnomena, every plant or animal has now a vegetative scul.

At 2 lator period the vegetative soul has become a plastic force, and still
later a vital principle.

Objocts new dn all they do breanse it is their exsence 20 do ae, or by
roason of an inherent virtve.

Thenomiona are acvoanted for hy st tendoncics and propenntics of
tho abaira~*iem vature, which, though regardad as impersonal, 38 figured
as acling on & %vs of motives, and in & manner moro or le3a analagous to
that-of conscions beings.

Aristotle afirms a tendency of nature toward the beat, which helps
him to a theory of many natural phenemena,

The rise of waler in a pump is attribated to nature’s horper of a vacaom.

Tho £all «f hsavy bodics and the ascent of flamo and ameke are costroed
as attemptia of to ot toits nataral plaoe,
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Many im{ortant consequences are deduced from the doctrine that nature
has no breaks.

In medicino the curativo force of naturo furnishes tho explanation of the
recuperative processes which wodern physiologists refer each to its own
particular agencies and Jaws.

3. The third stage, tho positive or real, in which the mind confines its
search to the markaof relations, traces facts to more geueral facts, whereaf
they aro but particular cases, these to others woro general still, so that
its perfection towards which it tends incessantly (although quite probably
it will nover reach it) would consist in tho power to represent the different
obsorvablo phenomena as particular cases under » singlo general fact, like
that of gravitation for example.

The positive or rcal explanation of facts has eubstituted itsclf step by
step for the theological and metaplysical as the progress of inquiry brought
to light an increasing number of the invanable laws of phenomena.

Comte was the first who cver attempted the completo systematization
of the positivo or real mode of thought, and the scicutific exteusion of it to
all objects cf humau knowledgo, aud in doing this he has displayed & quan.
tity and quality of meutal power, and achieved an amount of success which
is simply marvellous.

The generalization which belongs to Comte, and 1a which he has not
been at all anticspated, is that every distinct class of humau conceptions
passes necessarily through all these stages, beginmng wath the theological,
and proceedang through the mctaphysical to the pontavo or real.

The metaphysical being a mere state of transition, but an mdispensable
one, from the theological mode of tbouf,ht to the posits ve or real.

Which is destined finally to prevail, by the universal recognition that all
phenomena without exception are governed by invariable laws, with which
no volitions cither natural or supernatural interfere.

When men believe that if you wish for soumething on secing a picbald
horse the wish will be rt:xlizcxi 3+ when they belicve that if thirteen people
sit down together to dinner ono will die beforo the year is out ; when they
believe that if any one be bitten by a dog he will suffer hydrophobia
should the dog be afterward attacked by that discase ; when they believe
that a peculiar conjuncticn of the stars will rule their destinies ; in all
these and similar instances peoples minds aro in the theological stage ; they
conceive nature as indefinitely variable.

Riatory is crowded with cxamples of this conception. In pootry, in
literature, in daily life we constantly find traces of this primitive spontan-
cous mode of conceiving of thin

To teke an illustration, in the camp of Agamemnon an epidemic breaks
out, the men die by scores ; but as the dreadful arrows of death are invism-
ble, » ternfied army attributes tho pestilence to,the anger of offended
i\opol}'o. who avenges an insult to bis priest by this * clanging of the silver

Ww.

This cxplanation, 80 absurd in our age, was acceptable to the facile
aocquicscence of that epoch, and expatory peace offerings were made to tho
offendcd deity 1n a case where modera science wath its samitary commission
would have seen bad drainage or smperfect ventilation,

Bat to prove that the theolagsical stage is not thoroughly and universally
passed, we need only refer to the monstrous illustrations of our own daye,
when learned men, the teachers of our own peaple, gravely attributed the
cholera to God's anger at England’s endowment of the Maynooth Roman
Catholic College. .

Thero was a church in Sienpa which had «ften been injared by lightning.
A conductor was sct upin defiance of the ** rehious world,” wherein 1t
was regarded as the *‘heretical stake.”™ A storm arose, the lightaing
atruck the tower, crowds flocked o scc if the church twas spared, and 1o
the very spiders webs uponit were anbroken.

Here we see science correctiug tho mischicvous prejudices of theology

The same tendency t0 look Leyund the fact for an explanation of the
fact, tu imagine an agency superadded to the phenomena is visiblein the
metaphysical period.

Tke notion of invariableness is admitted, and to explain it some
‘“cntity " or **principle” 1 imagined,

Thus Kepler irmagined that the regulanty of planctery mavements was
owing to the plancts being endowed with mind: capable of making obser-
vations ca tho sun’s apparent diameter, 1n erder to vegulato thar motions
80 as to describe arcas proportioned to ther times.

When men put up prayers for rain in fine weather they are auting upen
the theological conception that thege phenomena are not the resultant of
invaniablo laws, bat of some variable will.

The clergyman refusing to pray for rain ** while the wind is in this quar
ter” nzively rebuuces the imprepnety of the request.

In the tinal and positive stage men accept nature as she presents herself,
withnut sccking beyond the facts for fantastical entitics.

1t was formezly believed that hasilisks existed an cellars which had been
lengclaged ; they wero invisible, Lat thar lock killed whoever it fell
upon.

Since it has beone mnro generally known that fermentatian is produced
by noxiocus air whose weight causes it to accamulata in low places, wo
recognize the destruetive agent and drive it away by mcans of fresh air.

There you have an example of the two conceptions, metaphysical and
pasitive ; the anc serking its explznatiens inan uoknown entity, basilisk ;
the rther in knnwn laws of natare’s processes,

History 2hows us the fra.‘iual diaprmen of soperstitions and fantastie
creoeds before the light of certainty which smenco carnes everywhere.

In the positive atago the invariallencss of phenomena urder mmilar con
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laws which rogulato phienomena it is idlo to endeavor to penctrate. |

So complcwf;nro men in the theological and motaphysical stages with
respuct to the scienca of socioty, that iguoring all laws and conditions of
growth and devclopment, thoy almost universally beliove in tho absurd
notion of a political chango being wrought by au alteration in the govern-
ment or by the adoption of somo schemo or constitution.

For example, they believe that all that is necessary to mako socioty ro-
publican 18 to adopt republican forms, not secing that when theso forms of
government are givea to a nation instead of growing out of the national
tendencies and ideas, they are mercly new names given to old realities.

‘Lhe bolief is a remuant of tho old theological mechanical conceptions
which aupposo man to bo vxternal o the social organism nstead of being
an integral portion of it. .

Wo must replace this mochanical by a dynamicsl conception, and
understand that the social orgavisw has its laws of growth and devclop-
ment like the human organism.

COMTE'S CLASSIPICATION OF THE SCIENCES.

Oune of Comte’s conceptions is that of the unity of all human krowledgo.
He viewed tho whole of tho sciences, physical and social, as branches of
one saience, to bo wvestigated en one and the samo method,

To say that the sciences arc one and that tho mncthod should be one may
scem at first sight more like a truism than a dscovery.

But on inguiry it will bo found that before Comte, although a general
idea of the conuoction of the physical sciences was prevalent, yot to judge
from Mrs. Somerville’s work, or Sir John Herschell's duscourse, it was
neither very preaise nor very profound. . .

No onc had thought of a social science issuing from the physical s~iences
and investigated on the samo method. .

In fact, to talk of moral questions being reduced to a positive science
will even now by many be reganrded as absurd,

Men use tho phrases **social science,” *¢ ethical science,” cte., but they
never mean thereby that ethics forms one branch of the great tree, rising
higaer than the plysical sciences, but rising from the same root.

Un the contrary, they interpret ethical Iﬁ:cn.. sizas vy metaphysical or
theological methods, and behieve history to be under the governaunce not of
laws, but of caprice. . )

Although to some persous it may not at first sight bo obvious how a
mere classification of the sciences can be not merely a help to their study,
but in itsclf an irportant part of a body of dvctrine; 1t 13 a fact never-
theless, and the classification of the sciences forms & very important part
of Comto’s positive philosophy.

Comto classifics tho sciences caunmencing with tho study of the simplest
and most general phenomena, aud proceeding successively to tho most com-
plex and most particular.

Thus arranging the zciences according to their dependance on cach other.

Comto powts out that all the scicnces have been cvolving, developing,
lcading cach out of another irus. the most geveral to the most particular,
froin the most simplo to the nost complex. )

Eegioning with the most genera! and the most simple scienco of all,
:Lstgolnomy, and onding with the mos. particular and most complex of all,
sociology.

A tﬁ root, the base of the series, we ind mathematics, not 30 much as
a science 2» a methad of thought for all the other sciences.

e find naturally growing out of astronomy and leading into chemistry
the saenco of physics, it being mere complex than astronomy and more
simple than chemistry. .

Crowing out of chemistry, and leading into psycholegy, is the scicnce of
biclegy ; more complax than chemistry, and more simple than psychulogy.

Growing cut of psychology is sociclegy, the most particular and most
complex of all the scicaces. .

Comte’s later writings seem to indicate that had his life been prolonged
ii:l_vonld havo cnlarged this encycloprdic serics by adding morals and

1gion.

ng}owing out of sociolegy and leading into rebigmon is the acience of
morals, more complex than sociolegy and more simple than religion, which
13 the most complex of all the scicnces. i

Comte's classification of the sacnces is as follows :—1, mathematics ;
2, astronomy ; 3, physics; 4, chemistry ; &, biology ; 6, sociology ; 7,
peychology ; wo may add §, monls; 9, religion. ..

Each category depends on that which goes before it, and in its tam
scrves as an introduction to that which comes after.

1t is a sale in which cach category of facts represeated by the corres-
ponding laws systematised in $he abatract scicnces, is more generatand mere
simply than that which immediately follows. i

This order of decreasing geacrality correlative with an increasing com.
plexity constitates the uzity of philosephic doctnne, and gives to Comte’s
classitication of the scicnces a homogeneity such as no other attempt has
ever presente .

Parallels to Comte’s threo stages of the cvelution of human intelligence
are tho socizl state rassing from the military o the industrisl by anwter
mediate reigan of thoe legists.

Moralicy : =], Egnonal; 2 domeatic; 3, socigl.

The organs in Embryelogy :—1, primitive 5 2, provisienal ; 3, permanent.

Theology :—1, fetichism ; 2, pelytheism ; 3, menothesm.

The ancaal state :—I, hunters ; 2, pastoral; 3, azniculturadists.

The working of Comto’s law of the threo stages of theught or intelligence
is cloarly soen in tho progrossive manner in which tho human mind has re-

ditions 18 reevgnized as the sam total of human 1avestigations ; beyond the | ganded electrical phenomera.
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When tho furious storm rageth through the firmanent, when tho heavens
are dark with tempests, when thunder rolls and lightnings fly, tho soul of
man 1 bis pnmitive state, his theologieal framo of mind, s filled with
awe.

To bis trembling exclamation, What is that? ho rsets for answer The
thunder is the voico of God ! Jehovah, Jove, or Lord !

He holds tho lightnings in the hollow of His hand! They are theo
thunderbolts of His wrath ! His terrible vengeanco! Who may abide tho
day of Hia comiag ! .

‘This is Comte’s theological stage. »

By and by, after man begins to acquiro positive or real knowledge of the
Phenomena of naturo by means of observation, oxpericnce and reflection,

iis first step out of the theolagical slovah of despond is to consider it the
essence of things which acts in this mauner. .

\When a storm is raging he conceives that the spirt of nature is abroad
and permeates tho warring clements.

This is Comte's metaphysical stage. . .

Eventually along comes Franklin with his kit and compels the lightniag
to come down from the clouds to his fect to obey tho behests of science.

This is tho positive or real stago of Comte’s positivo philosophy

It is evident that tho positive philosophy is a preliminary phase of
thought leading to the popular prevailing evolution philosopby of the
present day, tho ultimate re«ults of which Haecke: summarises,

It clearly follows from tho multitude of testimonies that establish the
truth of tho ovolution philosophy that the mental differences between the
lowest men and highest animals are less than those between the lowest and
highest men. . . . . .

And if together with this we tako iuto consideration tho fact that in
every singlo human child meutal ifo develops slowly, gradually, step by
step from the lowest cundition of animal unconsciousness,

Need we still feel offended when told that the mind of tho whole human
race has in like manner gono through a process of slow, gradual and his.
torical development.

Can we find §t degrading to the human soul that by a long and sjow process of
differentintion and pcrtecxing. it has very gradually developed out of the soul ot
vertchrate animals.

‘This objection which is at present raiscd by many sgainst the evolution
pbﬂosothsls quite incomprchensible,  Our ancestors may bo a great honor to
us, but it is much better If wo are an honor t0 them,

Tho cvolution philosophy ox?uxms the origin of man and the coursc of bis
historical development in tho only natural manner.

Waosce in his gradually ascencive development out of tho lower vertebrata,
the 511-,:1@! trium?h of humauity over tho wholo of tho rest of nature.

Wo are proud of having so fmmensely outstripped our animal ancestors, and
derive from it tho consoling assuranco that {n future also, mankind as a wholo
will fojlow tho glorious carcer of n ve development, and attain a still

ghor degreo of mental rcrfocdon.

Vhen viewed in this light, tho theory of deszent, as applicd to man, opens up
the most cnwouraging prospects for tho future, and frees us from aﬂ thoso
anxious fears which have been tho scarcciows of our opponcnts. 1t is tho truc
ﬁnp{l. the glad tidings to man of deliverance from the degrading superstitions of

cology.

\chc{u!. cyven now, foreaco with certainty that the completo victory of the evo-
Jutjon philosophy will bear immensly rich fruits; fruits which have no cqual in
the wholc history of the civilization of mankind.

The first and o8t completo vesult, tho entire reform of blology, will neces.
sarily be followed by o still inoso important and fruitful reform of anthropology-

From this new theory of man, theee will be developed a new philazophy, not
liko most of the nh;isyslems of metaphysical speculation hithertoprevalent, but
one founded upon the solid und of comparativa zoologs. A beginning of this
Las alre: 45 been made by tho great philosoplier Herbert $pencer.

Just as the perfecting of tho cvelution philosox;hy first opensuplous a true
understanding of the real universo: soits application to practical human lifo
must ofen UN 8 nete tawards maral perfection,

By fts aid we shall at 1ast hegin to-mise ourselves out of the state of gocial

m, in which, notwitustanding the tuch vaunted civilization of our
century, wo aro still plunged.

Comparnd with our woudrous progress in phivalcal science and its practical
applications, our saystemn ogéo\'cmmc of administcring justice, of national
m;lbc:lk?ﬂ';‘ and our wholc gocial! and mral organization remains in o statc of

"This social and moral bardbarism wo sball never overvomo b‘)‘ tho artificial and
perverse tradning, the onesided and defoctive teaching. the inner untruth, and
the external tnsel of our present state of civilization,

It is ahove all thi necmarﬁ 1o mako a complcte and hnneet return o0
nature and to natural fonx. This return, however, will only bocomo possible
when mansecs and understands his true place in nature.

He will then no longer constder himself an exception to natural laws, but
begin to sock for what islawful in his own aclions and thoughts, and endea-
vour 20 lead a life according $0 natural laws.

He will como to arrango hislife with his fellow croatutes, that is the tamils
and the state, not according 2o tho laws of distant cceaturica. but acconding to
the rational principles deduced from kmwled?c of nature.

Politics, mo and tho principles of Justice which are still drawn from all
pousible smmurces, will have 10 bo framed in accordance with natural laws ouly-

An cxistenco worlhy of man., which has been talkod of for thousands o
T o hitheet Panction of the humea mind is perfect knowl !

0 highost function of the human min cctknow {ally dovelo
coasclousncss, and tho moral acuivity arising from it odie, tally developed
1Xnow thyeelf, was the cf the phl]oaox':}tcu of antiquity 10 their {cllownien
e e T the 2 o the Sasiaion phloeoh 1 to ool
now s the of thio evolution osephy, not m 8
vidoal, hut to all mxn&:!cn?u ! » PAF, ot mezely to theln

And whilst increarad knowlodge of a¢lf becomes in the case of every indl-
vidoal man astrong force ur-iniz to an increased altention to conduct,

Mankind ax a whols wm%c od 10 & higher path of moral jerfcclion by the
knowleIgo of {is truc origin, and its actual position in nature,

Theaimplo religion of nature which grotws fram a true knowledgo of herand
of her inscrutable s1oro of tovclations will in futune c~noble and perfect the de~
velhpment of aankind far beyond it degree which can pessibly e attalned
:zg%x;‘ :h:c {?gggcc of‘lho mnmf‘:u;lo{xs bx:izllg}i(;ns ‘;\r the churchea of the various

eling on Y 1 BT Y
ks i;gl:uon: °’t‘“°“‘ﬁ ?‘:“ f%‘:" . o 3 x; ¢ vaguo s and mribical
ature centurios wWill celebiate ous . Which was occupled with iaying tho
foandations cf the cvolution Philosophy. a3 the now et in Which bagan & priod

of human developmont, rich in bleselngs; a period which was choracterized by
the victory of freo enquiry over the despotism of authority, and by the powerful
cnnoblinginfluenco of tho ovolution philosophy.

This articlo is published in pampblet form, prico 15¢, or £10 per 100, Also
uuiform in stylo anrxll price, *° Tho l-:v&uuon Philosopby.” and the * The Philoes.
ophy of Herbert Spencer.”

0:.NIONS OF THE PRESS.

Tue FREETHOUGHT JOURNAL—From the comments of some of
our contemporaries on the receipt of the first number of 7%e Free-
thought Journal published by Messrs. Cooko and Hargrave, Munag-
ing Editors, Toronto, wo were inclined to consider the articles it
contained unfit for the perusal of moral boings. We bave the
issue of 13th Qct. before us, and while we tell our readers frankly
that the writers for this Journal, openly profess thoy are infidels
of the Tom Puaine stamp, and hold the author of The dge of Reason
as their standard bearer, we must admit thas tho Editorial and con
tributed articles are written by men of learning and scientific re-
search. Wao quite agree with the Journal in the soveranco of
Church and State, and the non-enforcement of religious viewsupon
any class of the community, but we by no means desire our readers
to consider our views in accordance with the articles of fuith of the
« Freethickers.” * *—News, L'Original,

FreernoveHT - -The Jer=nal, conducted by the Freethinkers of
‘Toronto, shows evidenteo  ulo management and editorial wniting.
Wa endorse but a small moicty of the ideas advanced in our con-
temporary, but we can, as liberals ia more than politics, appreciated
some of the arguments advanced by thoso who are prominently
indentificd with the publication. It is well printed and edited. —
Kingston British Wikg.

Tue FREETHOUGHT JOURNAL is the title of a new weekly which
has been lately started in Toronto, and of which the first two
numbers havo reached us.  Its typographical appearance is haund-
some, and 1ts ed-torial management is marked by good taste and
judgment. Its motto is, “ In things demonstrated and certain,
unity , in whatsoever may be doubted, free diversity ; in all thugs
charity.” Its tone is marked by candor and moderation, and nust
commend itself totho common sense of all.  Pubdlished by Cooke
& Hargrave, Torouto, at $2 per year.—Jroguvis Times.

THE TWO APPRENTICES.

Two boys were apprentices in a carpenter shop. One determ-
ined to make himsclf a thorough carpenter; the other « didn'c
care.”  One read and studied, and got books that would help him
to understand ths principles of his tind(.  Ho spent his evenings
at bowe reading.  The other liked fun best.  He often went with
other boys to nave a ¢ good game.”  * Come,” ho often said to bis
shopmate, “ leave your old books,; come with*as. What's the
uso of all this reading?

« If I waste tilese golden moments,” answered the boy, ** I shall
loso what I shall nover make up.”

While the boys wero still apprenticts, an offer of $2,000 ap-
peared in the nowspapers for the best plan for o State House, to bo
built in vno of the Eastern States. The studious boysaw the
advortisement, and determined to try for it.  After acareful study
ho drew out his plaus, and sent them to the committee. Wo
suppose he did not reaily expect to gain the prize; but still he
thought “ thevo is nothing like trying.”

In about a week after a gentleman arrived at the carpenter's
shop, and enquired if an architect by the name of Washington
Wilberfores lived there.

« No,” said the carpeater; “no architect, but I'vo got an
apprentice by that name.”

Tho young man was summoned and informed that his plan had
been accepted, and that the two thousand dollars wero his, Tho
gentleman then said the boy must put up the building ; and his
emplayer was so proud of his succes that ho willingly gave him
his timo and let him go.

The studivug young carpenter became one of the first architects
in tho country He made a fortunc, and stands high in the
cstimation of evervbody ; while his fellow prentico can hardly
carn food for himself and family by bis daily labor.
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CALKLIN'S

CHAMPION
NOVELTY WASHER!

Is the most remarkable discovery of the

“19th century, wher.by every lady can be
her own laundress and find pleasure and
amusement there'n. It saves time, labor,
trouble. It washes quickly, Jdeanly and
easily. Will do 4 day's washing in three
hours, and do it well.

Cannot get out of order.

Have one and try it before you buy it.
No charge for trial, and the price is only
$7.50.

It saves its cost in the wear of clothes
in six months.

STOCKTON, ROSSITER & CO.
102 King Strect West, Toronto.

'
CASCADDING |
252 TORONTO)

WRAYRYS

Tu atock, or engraved o order,

Notarial Seals, Lodge, Corporation and
Soclety Seals.

Steel Stamps

FOR

Wood, Bmas, Iron,
Ivory. Xc.

Date Stemps, Bazk,
0ffice 03 Hand
Stamps, &e

Confectioners’
Stamps
And Rolls,

Silver and Brass
e A . Doorplaten
Bottlers' Stamps for Capsules and wax—

all kinds.
Shiclds and Baunncrets for Liberal Associa.
tinns painted with names and appropriately

grouped.

ANY BOOK

Published in Great Britain or tho United
States, can be procmed

FREE OF POSTAGE,

By remitiing publishor’s prico to

ALFRED PIDDINGTON

248 £ 250 Yongo St., Toronto.

Do not scud your money out of the
country when you can procure the same

books here at as low prices.
Address,—

ALFRED PIDDINGTON,
2485 and 250 Yonge Streoet,
T'oronto.

R. B. BUTLAND,

37 Hing St. West, Toronto,

YWholosalo and retail dealer in

SHEET MUSIC,

Musical [nstruments !

ETC., ETC.
Theatrical Costumes for Sale or Hire.

NOTE THE ADDRESS,

R. B. BUTLAND,

37 King Streot West, Toronto.

When ordering or buying, mention
whero you saw this advertisement.

ALFRED PIDDINGTON,

Bookseller and Stationer,

Will send by mail, post paid,Aon receipt of
Oatalogue price, any of the following works ;

.

Volney's Ruines of Empires. ....... 3100

Strauss’ The Old Faith and the New.. 200

Clristian Theology and Modern Scep-
ticism, by the Duke of Somerset.. 0 76

Parker’s Discourses on Religion...... 200
Mills’ Three Essays on Religion...... 200
Clodd’s Childhood of the world...... 076
¢ Childhood of Religiorn ...... 225

Frothingham’s Transcendentalism in .
New Epgland, .......... 250

Frothingham’s The Safest Creod .... 150
« The Cradlo of Christ.. 175
5 Child’s Book of Relig'n 1 0
« Beliefs & Unbeliovers
and other Discourses 1 00
Supernatural Religion. 2 Vols. 8vo .. 8
Matthew Arnold's Laterature & Dogma 1
o God and the Bible.... 1
« Eassays on Criticism... 1
« Essars on Church &
Religion ..........
Amberley’s Analysis Religious Beliof
Huxley’s Critiques and Addresses....
¢ Anatomy of Vertebrated Ani-
BT T L T
¢ Ban's place in Nature .....
¢« Origin of Species ........
Haeckel’s History of Creation, 2 vols.
Quatrefago’s Natural History of Ban
Mivart’s Contemporary Evolution....
Spencer's (Herbert) Social Statics. ..
t¢  Pgychology. 2 vols ........
¢ Prinaiples of Biology. 2 vols.
¢ Tirst Principles ..........
¢ The Study of Sociology ....
Draper’s Intellectnal Development of
Europe. 2 vols ciocavecinannn..
Draper’a Conflict between Religion &
SCICNCE teveenrienasensanranss
Buckle's Historr of Civilization in
England. 2vols.. ... ..., veee
Tyndall’s Forms of Water ..........
¢ Heat as a mode of motion..
“ OnSound ...oocvevninans,
¢ Michael Faraday «cvve.n...
¢ Fragments of Sciencs ......
¢ Hours of Excrcisc in tuo Alps
Darwin’s Naturalists’ Voyage ~round
the World .....ceeenneen..
¢« Origin of Spocies .........
¢ Decontof Man. 2vola......
¢ Insectivorous Plants ......
**  Cross and sclf Fertilization,
¢ Expzessions of tho Emotions
in men and animals ......
Cazelles’ Evolution—Philosophy ...
Fontaine’s How tho World was peopled
Smith’s From Dawn to Sunriss......
Underwood’s Heroines of Freethought
Savage’s Religion of Evolution ...... pA
Stephen's History of English Thought
L -
Renan's Lifoof Jesus ..ocoeeee.....
Bmdlau%;; Thoughits about tho Dovil 1 50
Cobbe's Religious Demands of tho Age 040

*.¥Somo of tho above may bohad sccond-
hand, ot rueduoed prices.

Address ALFRED PIDDINGTOGN,
248 & 250 Yongo St.,
Toronto.
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