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A TREETHINKER'S VIEW OF Th:& BIBLE.

Tho Bibla iz an outgrowth of tho human mind. The Old Tes-
tament is the literacure of 2 people, a remarkable as well as an
ancient people. It appearod during stages of dovelopment
th®ugh which they can nover nass again. It has not only the
marks of tho national chamctenshcs, but the impress ¢ of all tho i in-
fluonces incident to tho changos and vicissitudes which tho
Hebrows exponnncod No modem people, no other ancient peo-
ple could give to the world such a literature. To produce such 2
work as the Old Testament the writers would have.to be Jews,
traosported back thousands of years, with tho experiences, sur-
roundings and circumstances—uever 1o bo mpcntod—by which its
authors, centarics ago, were influcniced to write their thoughts and
imaginings, thoir hopes and fears, their prayers, their carses, their
hymns of victory and their songs of love. The same ir true of
Grock literature. Only a G“eck aud & Groek of tho Homeric
age, could have produced tho Nisd. Thero is no reason’ for in-
ferring the superhoman origin of the Bible because tho combined
wit and wisdom, gonius and léarning of the age could n#t give us
a work: like it.

But it is frequenwr said : Xt is impossiblo to prodace anothor
ook oqual ¢o tho Bible.. Equal in what respect? Surely tho
historical portions of the Biblo aro not oF a high.crdor.  Novwopa
will say chat in style, armngsment or literary oxeellonos-shey - sill
compare With Gibbon, Macaulay, Grote or Prescott, or even with
Herodotus, Thukydides, Zenophon or Tacitns. * ¥ such hwtoryai

that of tho Bible wero written to-dsy it would bo cousidsved bo:
acath criticism.  The sciontific portions of the Bible ave of such a
character that thoy have born & sonrce of much porplexity and
mortification to thes more mtcxhgcnt and t.boug};ttnl bolievers in

the divinity of the Hable. Woe can safely put Lycll or Agsasiz,
Huxloy or Haockel #ainst Mosea as a scientist. The postry of
tl:e Bible is a good deal bettor than its science and history, which
are roally about as bad as thoy can be. Portions of Job, the
Psalms and Isainh espocially are-very fine. Excellent poctry ap-
pears mong comparatively unadvanced, uneulightoned people.
Says Lowes: ¢ Imagination precedes science, pociry precodes
» prose, ornament precedes comfort,” Whils the beauty and sub-
limity of somo of the pootical portions of tho Bible are undeniable,
no literary critic, not under tho influence of theology, will pro-
nounco them beyond the powers of the unassisted human mind.
There is, in my opinion, no poetry in the Bible that equals in ex-
callenco the finest flights of Shakespedre, Goetho or Byron. Tho
logal portions of the Bible are certainly infericr tc many other
.codes. They aro narrow in.conception and -rucl in spirit. Tho
- Targer portion of the laws of Moses consists in commands of child-
ish observaucs thoraughly priestly in character. Surely no sene
man will say the igws of Moses are comjmrable with tho great
legal codes of- England, Germany and France. Indeed, they
ought uot to & spckon of in-the gamo breath. Origen, one of the
carliest Christian advocatés of tho sllegorical intarprotation of.the -
Scriptures, said that “ were.Jtnecassary to attach oarselves to.tho
letter, and to interpret tho'law after the manner of the Jews or
populaoo I should blush to say aloud that it iss God who bas
given us such Jaws. I should find oven more grandewir and resson
in-human codes, such as those of the Athenians, Lacedemonians
and Romani" As wo have becomo cn‘hghtened wo havo dis-
carded laws by which the Jowa wero governtd when Jehovah was

their kg, In thw ago we do -not stong 1o death Rabbath break-

crs orstnbbom children ; wo do not i caso of acciderntal humi-
cide pormit tho noarest mhhro of 'tho slain- to- pursuo the slayer
and ki)l him if bs fail to roach a placo of refage. Husbands do
not now wxite & ““ bl of divorcement,” put it into the hands of tho
" wife and sond ber owt of the house, Soldiors are not haw author
izod ta s0ixo femsls-captives whon they have a ¢ desire unto them”
to humiliate them, dud when they “havo no dolight in them” to
send thom away. Herelics aro still threatenca with bhel), bus no
Tonger-put to death as the law of Moeos ocumanded.

- Some petsons bave ® ,n;\‘wn tbn!: al modorn law js taken from
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tho Biblo, when it is a fuct that as fur back as the twelve tabies
of Pagan Romo wo find principles oloarly stated upon which a
Jargo portion of tho structuro of universal modern law is based,
Instend of tracing modorn law to the Bible, we trace it back to
Roman luw, as codified undor Justinian, and that is traceabloe to
tho Jicemviral codo, four conturies and s half before Christ.
Licky justly says: “Tho Augustan ago of Roman law was
Pagan, not Christian.”

'Tho Biblo has morally great morits and grout defects. Itis
unquestionable that scattered through the book there isa vast
amount of moral wisdom, but while it has no moral principles bo-
yond the powor of tho human mind to discover, and wmeore that
wore not known and taught by tho ancient Pagaus, there is much
in both tho Old and New Testaments plainly in conflict with the
highest ethical teaching of to-day. Portions of the book are
otfensivo to common decency, equal in voluptuousness of thought
and nakedness of exprgssion to Don Juan or La Pucelle.  The old
Jowish rabbi advised their young poople not togread tho Songs of
Solomon until they wero thivty yoars old.

Somo of the proverbs of the Bible are indeod roplete with sim-
plicity and moral beauty, but certainly not superior to an equal
nunber of modern proverbs that could be collected from the lit-
erature of any of the great nations of modern times.

The New Testament, although it contains no atrocities like
those of the Old Testament, is inforior to it in practical sense and
moral wisdom. Many of the New Testarfligt preceptz form no
part of a perfect moral systom. Its moral.teachings are frag-
mentary, incowplete, often acotic and somctimes absurd. « To
oxtract from it,” suys John Stuart Mill, “a body of othical doc-
trines has never been possible without eking it out from the Old
Tustament, that "s from a system elaborate indeed, but in many
respacts barbaron ¢, and intended only for a barbarous people.”

“Tes ideal (that of Christian morality) is negative rather than
positive, innocence rather than noblencss, abstinence from evil
rather than energetic pursuit of yood. * * Tt holds out tho
hopo of hoaven and the threat of hell as the appointed aud appro-
printe motives to a virtuous life; in this falling far belew tho best
of tho ancients, and doing what lies in it to give to human mor
ality an cssentially selfish character by disconnecting oach man’s
focling of duty from the interests of his fellow creature, excent so
far s & self-intercsted inducomont is offered to him for consulting
them. Itis essentially a doctrine of passive obedienco; it ineul-
cates submission to all authorities fonnd established, who indeed
aro not to bo actively oboyed when they command what religion
forbids, b1t whoare not Lo bo resisted, far less rebelled against
for any amount of wrong to ourselves. And while, in morality of
tho best Pagan nations, duty to tho stato holds, even a dispropor-
tionato place, infringing on tho just liborty of the jndividual, in
purcly Christian ethics, that grand department of duty is scarcely
ncticed or acknowledged. It is in the Koran, not in the New |
Testament, that wo rcad the maxim+ * A ruler who appoints any
man to an offico when there is in his dominion another man better
qualifiod for it, sins against God and against the State.'”

“ What little mcognition the ides of obligation to tho public ob-
tains in modern momdlity is derived from Greek and Roman
sources, not trom Christian, as even in the morality of private
lifo whatover exists of magnamimity, high mindednoss, personal |
dignity, cven tho sense of hrwor iy derived from the purely human
not the religgions part of our cducation, and mover could have
grown out of a standard of ethics in which tho only worth pro-
fesscdl_v,? rocognized is that of obedience.” (Mill on Liberty,

94-97.

L It wo) open our oyes,” says Strauss, “and cro honest cnough
to avow what they show us, wo must acknowledge that tho entiro
activity and aspiration of the civilized nations of our time is based
on views of lifo which run directly connter to those eatertained by
Christ.” (The Old F=ith and tho New, p. 86.) i

Althrngh the Now Tostament contains no moral teachings that |
werh not known, ianght and practiced centuries before any por-
iion of tho book was written, and many of ils characteristic doe-
trines wnd precepts aro practically obee{otu, for mome timo yet wo

shall hoar that its moral teachings alono are suflicient to cstablish
1ts suporhuman origin,

The hacknoyed statemont that & work cqual in worth to the
Biblo conld not be produced by the wisdom of man i3 a foolish
statoment by whoover made. Tho Old Testament, as beforo ro-
marked, is the literatnre of u nation. Tho man must be insane,
or at least blinded by bigotry, who doclares that a volume of the
samo sizo and oqual to it in excollonce could not be collected from

modera literature.
. B. ¥ GNDERWOO0D.

Tho following referenco ta the cldest Froethought pepor in the
world is from the apoech of Mr. B. F. Undorwood at tho laying of
tho corner-stono of Paine Hall, Boston :

¢ The old ship InvksT10aTOR has, sinco sho was launched, expori-
onced much rough weathar, and more than once have the waves of
bigetry and hatred threatened to overwhelm and destroy her; but
proudly and defiantly sho has kept on her course, her colors, through
sunshino and storm, streaming from its masthead, with the motto
‘“ Universal Mental Liberty”—prophecy of the future and hope of the
uations—inscribed thereon,”

“ Other barks, With commanders as hopeful, with prospects as fair,
havo been stranded and wreckod or suddenly sunk and never boen
heard of more. Of all tho ships of the Liberal line, built 2 generation
ago, the INvesTiaaTor is the only ono that now rides the sea. The
past few years smoother waters and sunnicr skies have brought out
soveral stately ships, additions to the Liberal line, and as the dangers
disappear and the prospects brighten, handsome crafts from time to
timo push out from shore, some speedidy to disappear, others to ride
tho waves gracefully for many years to come we hopo. It must bo
very pleasant for the officers of this veteran ship, having sailed so
many voyagoes alone, avoided by other crafts as a plague-ship filled
with contagion and death, to have the company now of fine-looking,
friendly barks, sailed by genial, gentlemanly captains and manned by
intelligent and friendly crows.”

Vo, the youngest ship of that line, havo just launched our craft
upon the waves of public opinion and spread its canvas to the
breezo ; and wo salute with a broadside our cldest sister ship, that
still staunch, still seaworthy Boston Investigator.—Ed. Journal. o

s

Mus. Axwie Besast.—1It is ramored that this noted English lec-
turer, who iz nssociated with Mr. Bradlaugh in editing the London
National Reformer, and who was sentenced with him to imprisonment
for selling Dr. Knowlton’s pamphlet, may visit this ~ountry before
long. She would bo very kindly welcomed by Liberals, aud no doubt
listened to with great pleasure, for her superior abilities have placed
her among the first intellectual fomale orators of the time.—Boston
Investigator.

We kopo the above rumor will turn ont to bo a fact, and that
whon that gifted woman dJoes cross the Atlantic she will not for-
get to pay Toronto a visit, whera she would bo received with &
heartiness amnounting to cnthusiasm.—Z&d. Journal

Tho Religio-Philosophical Journal, published at Chicago, and
davoted to tho advocasy of modern Spiritualism, appears to bo as
much interostod in exposiog the franduleat claims and practices
of modiumg, liko Bliss and tho Holmes, as 1n defending tho phil-
osopny of which it is tho reprosentativo for tho West. 1ts conrso
in this respect has made it many friends, not ouly among tho bet-
ter class of Spiritualists, but among thoso who aro not Spiritual-
ists, yet who welcomo tho exposnre of trickery and fraud in what-
over causs thoy are employed.
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TO THE LIBERAL PUBLIC.

Evory sect of Christians, no matter how small and insignificant
they may be, finds it conducivo to their henefit and neccssaty to
their support, aud they do support, one or more newspapers to ad- |
vocate their particular views or intofests. By that means their
viows are disseminatod and they grow in numbers and importance.
Through influences against which Liberals evorywhere haveto con-
tend, wo havo been ignoted by tho entire press of the Dominion,
and tho large, intolligent, and caltivated body of independent think-
crs aro deprived of & mediwm for the intorchange of thought and
tho advocacy of thoir views. This Jourxaw will supply such a
medium  Its tolumns will be open for tho discussion of all ques-
tions relating to philosophy, science, political cconomy, und the-
ology, but party politics will bo rigidly excluded. It will repro-
duco the latest and best thoughts on all sabjects intoresting to
Freethinkers, and will, each weok, devote a portion of its space to
sompo scientific subject, which will be presented in a form as in-
telligible to the ordinary reader asthe more loarned. It will bo

"scon, by referring to our list of editorial contributors, that somo
of tho most gifted men on the continent are intorestod in our sue-
cess, aud will contribute to that cud. Tho aim of its managers
will bo to placo it among the highost and best literary and sci-
cntific journals of the day. Wo send this, our initial number,
broadcast, and wo ask, not only thoss who think with we, but also
those who wish to sco cll sides of ovory question fully and fairly
discussed, to como to our support. Tho boetility of all tho ralig-
ious and most of the socular press wo anticipato, but wo are saro
that, instead of deterring, ‘hat fact will mako our friends only the
more delermined to aid os in our prasent undertaking. Wo-havo i
pfeced our subscription pricaat & low figure, within the roach of !
all, and oxpoect that whon our regular issuo commences, which |

will bo at au carly date, our list of subscribers will at
loast oqual that of most of tho religions nowspapors of tho

Dominion. Wo ask thoso of our friends who wish to promoto
freo discussion to aid us by sending in their subseriptions at once,
and to induce a8 many others as thoy possibly can to imitsto theic
cxamplo. Lot every Ercothinker in tho Domivion of Canada feol
that ho is personally intorested in tho success of the ontergriso.

Wo capecially ask thoso who attendod tho late Froothought
Convention in this city, and those who would bave bnon pregont
with us had circumatances pormitted, to mak> a porsonal canvass
among frionds in thoir soveral localities. Wo have no friondly
clorgy to herald from the pulpit our advent, except it may be with
an anathema, but we arc convinced that we have warmer and
trier frionds than had any religious paper over launched upon the
sea of journalism in Canada.

LABOR AGAINST CAPITAL.

Wo havo just passed through a most exciting and critical period,
and the Jesson of tho hour should be heeded. Wo have seen the
mass in tho wildest riot and the great avenues of traffic closed.
Vo havo secn the wheais of railroad commerco blocked, and the
police and military of the States defied and powerless. It is tho
old story, capital against labor, ionopoiy ageinst the people,
money 3guinst the masses. There is littic excuso for mob law,
and less reason in brute force; and it must be for tho general
good that riot bo suppressed, and every violaior of the law held
strictly accountable.

Tho strikers, under the yoke of hard times and hard task-
masters, played a bold and terrible game, and lost. They have
gnined few advantages and lost mueh. In six months they will
have nothing to show for tho loss of proporty entailed and tho
lives sacrificed. Men who labor, read and think, that you may
bave your facultics under control and in a legal and honorable
way you can forco tho capitalist to give vou your just dues. The
remedy for the wants and distress of the laboring classes lies not
in mchs and riots, but through tho ballot.-box. The two chief
causds of this state of things is the supreme selfishness of tho mil-
road magnates and the ignorance of the people. It is a sod thing
to sco in o flourishing city like Philadelphis, out of 150,000 work-
i1g pooplo 20 per cont. almost paupers, and a further reduction of
wages has been followed by strikes, out of which has grown wide-
spread riots almost amounting to civil war. Tho industrics of tho
Dominion of Canada and the States have been depressed for
years, and we aro mob surc we have yot touched tho bottom.
Monopoly in years past has flched from the peoplo in all parts of

- tho country from ono to threo Jollars on every ton of coal ased.
It has chergod the people exorbitant prices for transportation.
Railroad kings havo piled up uncounted millions in comparatively
fow yoars, and when the crisis camo thoy .ctrenched by taking
fook from tho bread winners while thoy rolled in luxary.

Whilo the capitalist and & great portion of mankind viewing
things through his spectaclos, bemoan tholoss of & fow thousands
in railway proporty destroyed by unreasonable men seeking their
rights in a wrong way, wo will look for a short timo at war’s
waste, which is passed by heedlessly ; great rascals and groat ras-
calitics go unheodod in proportion to their magnitude.  According
to a little tract rocontly published by tho London Peaco Society
the armamonts of Earope i tho presont year aro:
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Army, peaco  Army, war Navy,

footing, footing. tone,

Russia (European). «c.eeee coeen 800,000 1,000,000 80,000
Gormany coovveuienneesanrnoon 800,000 1,400,000 85,000
FEADICO v v omneecnrs o oe narn 750,000 1,30, 000 100,000
Austrite. .. .o.., Cerrennas .+ . ++.400,000 80v,000 53,000
Taly.oennen verereresessss 200,000 450,000 100,000
Groat Britain..... ceererrennane 150,000 400,000 200,000

It will bo soen that the total strength of the regularly trained
soldicts of Euvope auounts to nearly 6,000,000 ; or having re-
gard to the fact that the whole adult population of the nations of
Europe, oxcept Great Britain, is liablo to be called to take arms,
the total military forco may bo cstimated at from six millions to
ton millions. 'Tho lossor number equals tho whole of the adult
and efficiont population of the British Islands. It is hero poinied
out that if only one-half of tho present excessive armies of Kurope
were disbanded at lcast three million men of from 20 to 35 years
would bo restored to productive lebor, and 500,000,000 dollars
of monoy saved from oppressivo taxation. Tho tract befuro us
contains a tablo enumerating the wars between 1853 and 1877

and the loss of life they occasioned. There wero killed in battle '

or &;- 4 of wounds and disease, 750,000 mon in the Crimean war,
45,00 in the Italian war of 1859, 3,000 in the war of Schleswig-
Holstein, 800,000 in the Americen civil war, 45,000 in tho
Prussian war of 1866, 150,000 on tho French sido and 60,000 on
tho Gorman in t.ho Franco-German war of 1870-71, which, with
other and smailer affairs, brings tho total slain to 1,248,000 dur-
ing twenty-five yoars. These wars aro not less costly in monoy
than thoy ere in lives, as the following figures will show : Crimean
war, $1,7€0,000,000 ; Italian war of 1839, $300,000,000; Awmer-
ican civil war, the North, £4,700,000,000; the South, $2,000,-
000,000 ; Schleswig-Holatein war, £33,000,000; Austrian and
Prussian wer, 1866, $330,000,000; Franco-Prussiun war,
£2,500,000,000 ; other wars, cxpeuditures, ete., $200,000,000,
making a total of twelve billion sixty-five million dollas. This
calculation excludes tho allicd expedition against China, the In-
dian mutiny, aud the Abyssinian and Ashantes campaigns.  These
itews may bo included in tha general cxpendituro of Great Brit-
2in upon war, debt, and warlike propacations since 1831, which
amounts to the largo sum of $6,528,163,958. It is estimated that
tho cnormons sum given in tho foreguing table would, if divided,
allow about 210 for every inan, womsn, and child on the habiteble
globe. Jt would mako two reilways round the world, at the rate
of 250,000 & mile. It would provide a frochold farm of 100
acres in this country to each of the 50,000,000 of adult males in
Europe. Let our rulers count tho cost of their disturbances with
thoso of the ruled and noto tho difforonces, and their judgment.
will bo seasoned with merey. * W. B. C.

-

CHRISTIAN ASSUMPTION.

Wo will not, at present, discuss the utility or tho justico of
sumptuary laws generally, but as Liberals we earncstly protest
aguinst tho spirit which tho Christian supporters of the Duukin
act havo shown in their advocacy of that messurc in Toronto and
clsowhere. That same spirit, to gain posscssion of a mythical
tomb, urged millions to moot doath on tho plains of Palesting, tho
samo spirit actuated the Spanish inquisitors in their fiendish work,
Paritan ivloleranco was imbued with it, the churches aro ram-
pant with it to-day. Ministers of various cherches combine, and in
apito of tho opinions of well-known political cconomists and emi-

uent socivlogints, arregantly decide that a cerlain Jaw will benefit

tho poople, will ropross an ovil, and forthwith thoy command thuir
vorvile foiiowers to support it

They arrogato to themsolves all the knowledge, all tho honesty,
all the virtue, all tho gocdness in the community, and effect to
boliovo that only the “rowdy element ” of the people are opposed
to thom. Verily the # Judges in Jsrael ' Co not lack egotisr.

The Rev. Mr. Potts, at one of tho late “ Danhin meetings,”
said: * We aro right, and God is on our sido, thercfora we will
surcly triumph i+ this contest.” ‘I'ho defoat of thet measuro has
put that reverond gentleman into a rathor uncomfortablo porition.
Eithor God was 1ot on their side or the “Spirit of Evil” and the
tavorn-keopers have proved thomselves too strong for God and the
churches. Would it not have beon well for that gentleman to
bavo first demonstrated the e-'stence of such a being as God?
Had he mado tho attempt we would probably lave been spared
tho infliction of such ussumptions, The result of the contest in
Toronto has shown that oven in this stronghold of orthodox super-
stition the influenco of tho churches is perceptibly waning.

Ww. J. R H.

EDITORIAL NOTES.

Want of spaco compels us to hold over for a fulwre mumber
wvoral very oxcellent papers.  One especially good, from the pen
of tho well known thinker and ablo writer, W. B. Cooke, on
“ Heat as a B1ode of Motion,” will appearin our next issue.

Will our friend J. G. W. Martin kindly act as our agent in
nrocuring subscribers for the Jourwat. rotaining usus. comnis-
sion ard remitting us balance? Our frionds will also pleaso nate
that wo will bo cesponsible for money paid Mr Martin on our
account,

Wo beg to call tho attention of our readors to cataloguo of Lib-
cral and Scientific works on our last page. Mr. Piddington is, wo
beliove, the only booksoller in Canada who is prepared to supply
a full assortment of such books, and our fricnds should send their
orders to bim instead of to New York or Boston. Any book pro
curablo in the Unitod States or Great Britoin, which ko may not
have in stock, will be supplied by bim at short notice and it pub-
lishers’ prices.

We roproduco from that carnest and ablo papor, the Boston
Index, of July 12, a translction from Ernost Renan's ¢ Dialogues
ct Fragments Philosophigues,” by J. L. Goddard. Wo beliovo
tho work has nover been translated into English. Anent tho sub-
ject of prayer, wo in Toronto have boen amused by tho result of a
test caso. Not only in most of the chunrches bas prayor boon
offercd for the succoss of tho Dunkin act, but some persons with
apparently moro faith in prayer than in work met cvery day dur-
ing the contest and prayed unveasingly from ton o'clock till five
in the ovening, tho burden of their prayer being: O Lord,
send us & majority.” Not result, 1,116 against the act.

A very largo and successful meeting of Freethinkers was held at
Wolcott Grove, Now York, on tho 17th, 15th, and 19th of lest
month. The mocting was addressed by soveral able gpeakers of
both sexes. Want of spaco provents us giving a longthoned ac-
count of tho menting, but wo tako this occaston to congratulate our
fiicnds actoss tho lake, and heartily welcome tho * Froethinkers'



Associntion of Contral and Wostern Now York” ns a worthy sis.
tor of the Canadian Freethought Association. We will take an
carly opportunity to publish its plutform, which we fully endorse.

“FREL WILL,” AND “ FREE MORAL AGENOY,” NOT TRUE.

BY ALLEN PRINGLE, SELLY, ONT,

It is truo that these doctrines are time-honored, that thoy are
vonorablo with ago. Tor centurics they hinve been elaborated in
hundreds of volumes, and preached from thousands of pulpits, and
thoy aro generally believed to-day. Neither agoe, however, no
goneral acceptation provo their truthfulness.

1t is proposed horo to show that the doctrines of Free Will and
Freo Moral Agency, as defined by theology, aro contrary to!
obvious and well established facts, and in opposition to a tre !
mental philosophy. They are in conflict with the dovelopmonts
of modern scisnce. Xt will first bo necessary to glanco at the two
philosopbies in which these doctrines of Will and Morul Agency
aro involved.

Tho two rival schools of metaphysics, the Intuitional, at whose
head, as an exponent, stands, perhaps, Sir William Hamilton, and
tho Exporimental well represented by Bain and J. 8. Mill, scom
both to give more or less standing to these doctrines, citbor tacitly
or diroctly. Though it is not purposed here to examine the merits
or demerits of suectaphysical systems, it may bo noticed that in the
Intuitional philosophy, as elaborated by Hanilton, the feolings aud
moral facts of bumnn nature are regrrded as innate, and as being
ultimato elements ot tho mind. Deep-seated doctrines or beliefs
aro rogarded ag instinctive, intuitive ¢ruths ; while Mill’s school of
Experience and Association regards thom as being the resnits of
circumstances, and capablo of being originated and doveloped.
Now it will doubtless transpire that there is much truth and not
u littlo error in both these systems. That thore are innato
tendencics, is unfrequently true, but it is equally cartain that there
can bo no innate ideas or doctrines as such, for these aro il
acquired. And, although feelings or propeusities may becomo in
a senso intuitive by being inherited and becoming fixed in the
organization by antecedont exporiences, yet they are not
nocessarily primarily innate, and aro henco without that divine
impress or sanction ascribed to them by the intuitional philosopby
manipulated by acute theologians. On tho other hand there are
certain propensitiss and tendencies which cannot be produced or
originated in the individual by ndy circumstances, though when
having s nascent existenco, they may, by favouring circumstances,
beo dovelopod and strengthened, for it is a patent fact that two per-
sons reared a3 nearly as may be under the same circumstances and
training, will often turn out possessed of widely different capacitics,
dispositions and character.
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According to Hamilton’s philosophy, & doctrino or bolief which
generally obtains—being innate—would have the authority of God
or nature belind it, and henco would be trro and unquestionable.
For example, it wo find o helief in a personal God, or immortality, !
woll grounded in human nature and extensively accepted, wo must |
not question it, as it is forsooth {unafe, and Lenco divinely £tamped. i
On tho contrary, the system of Locke, Ml and others based upon |
oxperience and association, undertakes to account for tho existerco .
of given tendencies. beliefs and feelings in tho human mind, and |
oxp’in their origin, repudiating the notiou of their being essenti- l
ally or primarily innate. But as neither of these systems, fundi- |
mentally considored, warrants tho assumption of a Freo Will or ¢
Froo Moral Agenty in man, as tho theologitns define it, my
Present concern is not with. the relative merits of tho two systews. .
If according to the Intuitions) hypothesis, ideas wercjinnate, then
obviously we would havo no violation or will in the matter of their
existonco or nen-existenco in us, and heaco would not bo respousi-
ble therefor, nor for the incvitable results following from them. |
Likewiso if propensities and tendencics aro absolutely innato and |
constitutional their is, of conrse, neitker violatjon or responsibility

a8 to their oxistenca in ns, or for the consequedf#®s which inovitably |
. Drocoed from them, for, as I shall show furthor W, Will is simply !

Ry
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desire, and is idontical with Mind, and not a seperate entity or
ovon condition. Then, on tho other hand, accoxding to tho
Experimental philosophy, if idcas are not innate, but acquired,
and if givon propensities and tendencies (in embryo it may be)
am evolvod and developed into ruling desives and motives by
surronndings which are no¢ undor our control, then neithor bave
wo ia this case freedum in the matter, nor 1esponsibility for thoir
legitimato consequonces and fruits.

On the subject of the Human Will, thore bas been a vast deal
of both learned and unlearned nonsense written, not only by theo-
logians but by some philosophers as well. The old systoems of
motaphysics aro full of incongruous definitions and vague disserta-
tions on the * Human Understanding and Will” This stricturo
would also seem to include not a fow lato writers ; as illustrations
of this we will glanco at some of the utterances of Schopenhauer
and Dr. Carpentor, on the recondito problem, the Human Will,
In Schopenbauer's great work is a chapter on the “ Preomi- anco
of the Will,” which is filled with opuque vagucness. We are
lucidly told that the Will is melaphysical, the Inteliigenco
is physical; tho Intelligenco is a semblanco, the Will tho
thing i itself, and in a still more metapbysical sense ; Will is the
substance of tho man, Intelligence, the accident; Will is the
matter, Intolligence, the form ; Will is the heat, Intelligence, the
light.” This *“confusion worse confounded,” results from starting
with an erroncous premise, that the Will is sometbing distinct from
tho Mind. Dr. Carpentor starts with the same fulse premises snd
comes to conclusions even more absu.d. Tho Popular Science
Menthly, soms time sizce republished a lecture delivered in Eng-
lund by Dr. Carpeontor, on * Epidemic Delusions,” in which tho
Will is assumed to be something distinct from the Mind and indo-
pendent of it.  Dr. Carpenter compares the Will to the vider,
whilo the Bind is the horse, and the Blind, sometimes, like the
horso, runs away from its rider, the Will. In consequenco of
reasoning from erroncous premises, Dr. C. leaves himself open to
much criticism in this lecture.  Ho speaks of * a solution present
ing itself while cur minds areinactive,” sometimes, when we have
perhaps proviously  put the problem aside in & sort of des mir.”
Now, when we consider that & * solution” is in itself a mental
arlion, tho absurdity of supposing that the solution (act of tho
mind) could take placo while tho mind is “innctive,” becomes
sufliciently apparent. It is assumed that tho solutionis a sort of
entity which gocs into tho mind or brin, while the truth is, it is
simply a process of mind.  Schopanhauer further speaks of tho
virtues and faults of Intelligence, and those of Will, and asse:ts
that bistory and expericnee teach that they are entirely indepen.
dent of cach other.  Now I would respectfuily submit that history
and experience teach eoxactly tho contrary—that instead of being
independent of cach other, they are uttorly dependent and insepa-
rable. The great stumbling-block of all such metaphysicians is
tho assumption already noticed that Will and Mind are distinct
and soparato. But is thore any proof of this? On tho contrary,
all the facts and experionces of human consciousness point {o an
opposito conclusion. What is this thing or condition we call Will,
of which we have beard s0 much, and o< whose manifestations we
are overy day cognizant? It is tho mind itself—the language or
function of the facultics. In its ultimate analysis it 15 simply
desive.  If any faculty of tho mind is constilutionaily strong, tho
desire of that faculty is strong, and such desire constitutes tho
will-power of that faculty. It follows, therefore, that Will is of
different grades and degrees of strength, ns minds differ and tho
facultics of mind differ. It also follows that thers aro as many
kinds of \Vill ané degrees of Will-poxcr as there are mental riacul-
tics and degrocs of faculty. Will is strong or weak as tho mind is
strong or weak, or any particular faculty strong or weak. By
Mind, ig, of course, meant, not simply intellect, but the wholo
mental constitition, including the sentiments and propeasities.
In a given subject the intellect may bo weak and tho passions
strong, in which caso tho intellectual will-power is correspondingly
woak and the animal will-power correspondingly strong. In
observing tho wainsprings of human action, wo sce thic illustrated
and oxemplified every day. Iet us look, for example, at the
miscr—the man whose chicf desivo and delight is tho acqrisition
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und hoarding up of proporty. We do noi sno that his will-powor
in that direction is strongest, $hcugh mind and will may bo corres
poulingly weak in othor respects,  On the cther hand, look at nm
whosu chief desire and deiight consists in doing good to othors—
in oxorcising bonevolenco—and wo find that his atrongest will-
power lios in tho prosecution of that object. ¥la may bo weak and
inofiicient in his faculty of accumulating property, and we, inva-
rinbly, find his will-power in that divection, correspordingly weak.
In tho caso of tho murderor, the thief, or the liburtine, wo find tho
snumo invarinble ficts and correspondences ; nor aro these facts con-

fined to tho human, but aro apparent among the lowor animals as
woll. Take the tiger for instance, and compare its character with
that of thoe rabbit, or tho hawk with that of the dove. Thoe com. )
pamtive anatumist on comparing their brains and skulls, finds tho !
samo differenco in shape, etc., as thy animals oxhibit in their
characters. The hare has little will-power in tho presenco of dan-
gor, excopt tho will to run away, while the tiger has tho strong
desiro and will to grapplo with his antagonist and destroy. The
hog i3 said to be a ““ wilful brute,"——to havo a strong will, such us
it is—and a3 contrary as a black hog,” is a proverbial saying,
algo “ a3 docile asa lumb.” From this it will be scon that much
iutellect is not a necessary concomitant of strong will power.
Mules and jackasses also have the reputativn of possessing a very
respoctablo apportionment of that commodity which wo are
attorapting to discuss and oxplain. Thus we seo that Will exists |
in the lower animals, and in different degrees and manifestations. |
‘Tho same docile sheep, in othor respects so destitute, apparently, I
of Will, in the preservation and defenso of her offspring will slow
most decided will-power. Horo 18, apparently, a contradiction |
but oaly apparently, Why does she? Tho explanation is simple.
The maternal fecling is strong—that portion of the brain being
Jarge—and hence the strong dJesire or will to protect her offspring,
even at the expeznso of her own safoty. Tho timid and shrinking
woman, with pothaps, littlo will-power in other respeets, will,
under cortain civeumstances, manifest extrordinary will-power in
saving her child. Every one has seen instances of this kind.
The explanation is tho same.  All these facts which migbt be mul-
tiplied and amplifisd indefinately, go to show that Will is not «
sprcific and single faculty, seperate from the mind, but is identicai 1
with the mind, and an esseatial pact of the mentel facutties. Thoy |
o to show that will-power nuay bo strong in some respects and !
weak in others, in the same individual, which is inconsistent with !
tho other bypothesis. Tho facts and phenomena of human expori
onco car bo explained satisfactorily on no other basis yet udvancel,
Tho old systems of mental philosophy utterly fail to deal witL |
them. Tho science of Mind brought t« light and taught by Gall, |
Spurzheim, Combo, Mann, Caldwell and others, being tonndud upun
demonstrable organic conditions, is, vrithout doubt, fundimentally
true, (novwithstanding the imperfect condition of its literature, as
yot) and is dosu ~ed to suporcedo all thoold systoms. Itsnomen-
clature is differont, its mcthods aro different, and its conclusions
are widely different. It is now being accepted in its first princi-
ples by many of the foremost thinkers. Its fundimental principles
are, that the brain is the organ of the wind, that the mind consists
of o plurality of faculties, that the different facultios of the raind
are dependent upon difforent portions of the brain tor their mani-
festations, that sizo of-brain, or portions of it, other conditions
being cqual, is tho measuro of tho fundimental power of tho diffor-
ent faculties.

Having thus scon what the Will is, its freedom will be noxt
considered. As already show= the theological assumption of tho |
freedom of the Will, is warranted by acither Kant's system nor
Tocke's—tbe Intuitional nor Experientinl School of Philosophy.
Fuarther still, from lending such warrant or aitl {which will bo
shown 1a tho next article) 18 tho system of Gall and Spurzlieim,
which, however, in somo of its privciples, approximates tho
Exporicntial philosopby, and is to that oxtent included by it

{ To be Continued.)

In oue¢ oyes Lelief has no worth if it bo not gained by tho re-

floction of tho individual.—ZReran.

RENAR ON PEAYER.

TRANSLATED BY J, L. STODDARD, IN BOSTON ‘‘inpex.”

I do not object to prayer as a mystichymn. Every act of admiration,
of joy, and of love ia in this senso a prayer. But sellish prayer, the
prayor by which o finito being scoks to aubstituto his will for that of
tho Infinite Being, this I rojoct, and hold it to bo oven n sort of insult
offered (no doubt innocently) to tho Doity. In primitive ages, when
a horo was dovoured by a cancor, he was bolieved to bo caten by a god.
Fresh meat was thereforo offered to the Doity on the snﬂ) osition that
ho would prefer this to rho flesh of tho suffarer, ey~ would "eave him.
In a somowhat similar way tho unscientific wan belioves that there
arc supernatural beings acting directly in the aflairs of the world,
from whom ho may obtain by moans of supplication an action conform-
ablo to his desires.  But that such supplication has ever been followed
by its desired cffect has nover been proven. Tno Greek philosophers
saw this perfecily. One of $hem, Diagoras of Melos, tc whom aomo
one pointed out the offerings of the sailows in a templo of Noptune,
remarked ;: ““THRY COUST THE 8AVED, BUT NOT THK DROWNED WHo,
NEVERTHELESS, HAD MADE VoWs LIKE THE ormers!” How ndmirably
said ! Yes, in such matters one only takes noto of tho favorable
cases ; the sponge is passed over those which do not accord with thie
illusions which ono wishes to indulge in, This is tho oxplanation of
all mirnclea. A prayer is in reality a request for » miracle, sinco ho
who prays solicita tho Deity to changn for his advantago the courso
which Nature would otherwiso follow.

Tho sick man who prays tu recuver, when, according to the natural
order of things he must die, asks for a miracle. Tho peasants who
make their prcessions  in order to secure rain, ur to cause it to cease,
in reality rc(lucst amiracle. Thoy ask that rain may fall at 8 moment
when naturally it would not fall, an ovent which would require for
its accomplishnont an utter ovolution in the stato of the atmosphere.

{ A copious rain in the month of June depends upon phenomens which

took place in the menth of May amid tho icebergs of the north pole.
Tho Deity must, therefore, have known a month beforohand the
prayer’ which wero to bo addressed to him ; he must have turaed his
attention to the nction of the iceburgs, and ither interfered in their
formotion or provented the ico of tho pole in its southerly advanco
from having its ordinary effccts in the chilling and condensation of
mgors. What is this, if not a miracle?

: ordor that the wide-spread belief in prayer should be well-
founded, it would first bo nccessary to rrove zomo cases whero prayer
has been cflicacious, that is to eay, where prayer hes caused ovents
to follow a diffcrent course frume the une wluch thoy would have
followed without it. Now such & proof has never been givon and
nover will be. People have prayed over sinco the beginning of the
worla ;: but we havo no proof that o prayer or a vow has over been
answered. Nearly threo thousand Carthsginian inscriptions, bearing

} close resemblance to each uther, havo been recently exhumed. On each

ono nf thes. some pious Carthaginian tolls us that Tanith and Baal-

.on have heard his prayer, in proof of winch ho has erected tlus
Fttle votive tablat  Very wall; but Tanith and Baal-Hamumon are
{also gods! No once any longer admits that thoy were ablo to grant
the favor sought.  The three thousand inseriptions of Carthago attest
a mistake. Heaps of votive tablete cannut therefore bo consmdered
as o proof that a prayer has ever been answored. Even though the
mass of a population should beliove that they had cx%eriencod the
cfficacy of prayer, that would provo nothing. Tho Carthaginians
clamed to have experionced tho samo cfficacy, and were deceived,
for their gods, as every ono will now confess, were poworless * * # ¥+

Tho absence of supernatural intorvontion is ssen-in tho cvents of
history. Tho most pious anu Orthodox nauons arc often boaten by
the less pious and less Orthodox, without tho faintest proof that a
superior providenco has favored any other party than tho wmost
corageous and tho strongest. Tho pretended god of armies is always
on the sido of tho nation which has tho best artillery and tho best
geaerals, . <.

Nature shows in her government an absolute indifference to right
orwrong. ‘The sun riscs equally upon the ovil and the geod. Thero
is not then a single fact that leads us to believe that thoro oxiels
outside of humanity fimto boings capablo of acting on our planat.
This docs not mean that no intelligent and active beings oxist outsido
of humanity ; but it docs mean that such beings do not oxtond their
action as far as our planet. .

For, if such a strango action existed, wo should recogmizoit.  Joot us
supposo somo ants cstablished their republic in a vory solitary place,
whero 1nan would only pass two or throe times in & contuary. Let us
furthermore m})posa that thess auts are able to arrive at a knowledgo
of somo of tho laws of Nature, but aro not capzbio of understanding
tho cnormous beifff who, from time + time crushes them. Their
natural philosophy would resemblo ours ; but they would bo obliged
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%o admit that tho Inws underwent ovory forty or fifty years a strango
Rlisturbance ; that thou an unknowon, gigantic being, an intermittent,
‘Anoxplicablo forco, passed by and destroyed overything. If the ants
vero philosophers, they would not at all confound the passage of such
&‘; being with a tempest or n wator-spout, phenomena which are entirely !
#mechanical and with which no personal intention is concerned. Man, .
“xoncoived of niore or less vague‘{, would be for theso ants what the |
“ Deity was for nntiquity,—a boing moro powerful than mankina
. interrupting occasionally the world’s affairs.  Now it has never boen
roven that such a being existed above wan. No phenomenon like
hat which thoants were supposed to havo boheld ever takes placo
Among mankimd.  Volcame cruptions, earthquakes, epidemics,—theso
swere formerly beltaved to be effects of tlns sort, evineing the wrath of |
1God. At present, however no educated person entertainssuch anidea. |
I

;‘?Thcso ovents ave now regarded as perfectly natural.  Among the
. gcauscs of the cruptions of Zorullo and Hecla, no academy of science
awould consent to reckon, a8 having oven tho slightest influence, the
gwgsins of tho Moxicans or Icolanders. There are countries very much

 1ess moral than Ieeland winch are never troubled with earthquakes !

———— -

~ € py wa. N'DONNELL, AUTHOR OF ‘‘ BEXTER UALL," ‘‘ HEATHEN UF T IE
- HEATH,” ETC.
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T F [Extract from an unpublished work.]
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:
ON OOWARDICE. l
|
'
;

;1 Acoward is dofined to be “*a chon who lacks courago to meet dan-
; £ ger” This definition 18 genorally supposed to mean danger mostly of
t i aphysical kind. Tho man who will follow in tho train of a tyrant and 4
122 submit to oppression rather than resist, and who will suffer a wrong )
¥ rathor than risk a struggle for tho right, 18 a coward.
¥ Many now will oven say—no matter from whom the oxhortatn to.
% tho contrary—that ho who will * resist not ovil,” or who being struck |
8 on ono c(llxcck will submussively turn the other to roceive a blow, 1s also
a coward.

2 Inall ages and among all pcople the man with a_craven heart has
A% heen most thoroughly csc%isod, for a gonuine coward ¢an ba moulded
¥ into ono of tho bascst of characters, and ho cau bo used for any pur-
& poso, no matter liow mean or how écgrading. Thero is nothing lower,
3 woro contemptible, or more cowardly than cowardice.
Thero is yet, however, a more despicable kind of cowardice than 4
& that which arises from a dread of physical danger. A man may ho so
W far without fear as to bo rockless of life and limb and yet be without
AR truc bmve?y; he may be a here in one respect and a poltroon in
- 3% another. It is only when ho becomes a moral coward that he sinks
B cvery traco of truo manhood into the polluting slough of mental
 slavery.  Moral cowardice is thereforo the most shameful and most to
be deplored, for its oxample is contamninating and its corrupting in-
& flucnce almost unbuunded. {

- The moral coward is he whe while afraid to uppose false principles
7% or utter his own honest convirtions in favor of what is goos or true,
& Locomes subserviont, for his own elevation or aggrandizement, to pop-
8K ular opinion which he knows to be wrung, and who 1s willing to bow
3 down to illusions and prostrate himself befuro venerable myths even
A% whilo ho sces truth kept shivering in some culd, dark corner.
4% Thousands who should otherwise remain unknown attain the high-
‘3¥ cst positions in socioty by such mean subserviency. Among rulers, |
¥ legislators, teashers, preachers, and editors—especially among the iat-
% tor—cowards of this class can bo found who represent the very mean-
<% cst typo of tho pusillinimous. For porsonal reasons many of them
alg donounco that which they know to bo real, whilo thoy exalt that which
2 thoy beliove to beimaginary, It is trulr pitiable to sce some who
33 should be exponents of truth lagging behind, afraid to tako a single |
* 2 stop in advanco lest thay should come into collision with some popular |
-3 absurdity. What a spoctaclo to sce men who aro evon half ashamed of
‘3B thewr own cowardice trying to assert an assumed indepondence, and |
& innking wild, ostentatious flouriches 1 behalf of mental freedom while
¥ they are chained and fottercd to o dogmatism from which they cannot
% or daro not muovo an inch. It is a humiliating sight to sco intelligent
% mnch in such a position, but the most pitiful atu humiliating of allis |
:¥ to bo obliged to look at a public vriter go into fcigned cestacies over
{ tho silly utierances and pougilo platitudes of somo fecble “successor”
= who can nover get beyond orthodox nonsense, or to witness tho genti- |
, floxions, and prostrations, and adorations of the public press of the
land hefore somo mammoth fraud which audaciously uprearsits brazen
- hoad to assumo pro-ominonce.

__ This in the kind of cowardico or subscrvioncy most to bo doplored.
Froethought must bo circumseribed and now  idoas pronounced ille-
- gitimato, Evory innovation droadod by certain intelloctual pigmics

-
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is arraigned ns being in conflict with past oxperience. No new ven-
tures must bo made boyond curtain old-time boundaries, and all pro-
gress would bo brought almost to an end were it not for the independ-
ent fow —tho really indopendent —who, indifferont to the scorn, the
ridieulo, the reproaches, and tho nusrepresontations which are so lav-
1shly hestowod on them, still refuse to aid in tho dethronement of
truth, or assist in tho apotheosis of crror, or to join in the throng of
its unreasoung, infatuated worshipors,

What cowards chill penury makes of somo! If any plea can ba
offered for those who ahimost hate themselves for thoe sorry part whien
they are obliged to take in giving a sceming assent to falso principles,
or hy yieldiug a seeming belief in old wives fubles, it may bo the plea
of their dire paverty.  Ains that such should exist ! DBut it does oxast,
Are not the poverty stricken to be pon on every side —uten, wumnen,
und children — who have searcely a place to Iay their heads, and are
wfien obliged from day to day to solicit F1 tho hwmblest manner every
mouthful they may get to eat. Who can oxpeet manhvod, or inde-
pendence, or oven honesty from a race of starvelings, the cuntinuation
of whose wrotehed existence may be dependent on the uncertaun char-
ity of thoso who cliim their subinissivn. There may bo, and ought w
bo, pity for a class of persons so situated, many of whom might be
willing to worship Jupi.cr or Juggernaut for a singlo meal. Thero
may oven be a pica offered for their apparent conformity to principles
ot doctrines v...ich they neither care for nor understand, but what
oxct:se can be made for thoso in afiluence, for those boyond the reach
of want, or for tho well-to-do writers, or teachers, or preachers who
will persistently prostitute reasun in dufense of eitor, who refuse to
investigato, and ‘who would, in subisenvivnce to the puwerful or in-
tinential, domincer «ver and even persceuts thoughtful men and wumen
who dare to judge for themselvea

If thero can bo juy amoung angels in heaven, or increased fehety
among *ho guileless on earth, or among the pure in heart anywhere
ciso, it must be when somo sturdy, honest thinker, spurning dictation
and bureting through every barrior, leaves the beaten track of con-
formity and takes up his cross propared to hear himself reproached
and cx{uumiatcd ; and while mocked and despised on every sido to go
on a]ud on and forever on in a sincere and determined search after
truth.

- — :

Axswer THE LitTTie PeorLi.—UChildren ave undoubtedly very
troublesome at times in asking questions, and should without
doubt be taught not to iutorrupt conveisation in company ; but,
this resolution made, we uestion the policy of withholding an
answer at any time from the active mind which must find so many
unexplained daily and hourly myste.ies. They who have cither
learned to solve these mystories, or hive become indifferent as to
an cxplunation, are not apt to look compassionately enough upon
tLis cager restlossness on the part of childron to penetrutn causes
and traco offects. By giving due attention to those * troublesomo
questions,” a child’s truest education may be carried on. Have a
little patience, then, and think how welcomo to you would be a
translator if you were suddenly dropped into some foreign coun-
try where the language was for the most pait unintelligible to
you, and you were bursting with curiosity about every strango
object that met your eye.—Scribner.

IxronrasT DiscovERY.—A most important archelogical dis-
covery is reported to have been mado in the Maremma of Tuscany,
an oxtons've “nast district of Western Italy. Here, on the forest-
covered flanks of Monto Leone, upon the estate of Count Corst
Salviati, aucient walls of massive size have been found and traced
for miles through a part of tho country usually visited only by
sportsmen—a fiact which goes far to account for their oxistenco
baving so lorg remained unkuown. Theso walls have recently
been oxnmined by Mr. Pullan, an Englishman, at the request of
Mr. Charles Heath Wilson, and they think thoy have found hero
tho ruins of a pre-historic city as largo as Romo now is, and which
existed before Romo was oven a collection of huts on Palatine
Hill,
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{Fuom Tho Indox,}
THE OLD GODS.

Znus,

Shrank 1 long since, 0 Jeheveh,
Oh my hill-throno to a shadow ;
Ceased to stmmon into conclave
Gods of ocean, stream, and moadow,
Roigued 1, whilo the nations dreaming
Peopled air with shapes immortal, —
Whem the poets saw in vision,
Thronging oft my cloudy portal.

But ¢'en to the Age of Reason

You your kingdom have extended,-—
I\'anght have gained you ; your deminion

Will at last like mine bo ended,
Storm-clonds on the heights of Sinai

From no more your dread pavili.. ;
Round its barren base no longer

Ruell thelow.browed, awe-struck million,

Where wo dwelt, the mountain other,

With its kecen broath, chills and freczes, —
Zion, Meru, and Olympos

Ian no more colestial broezes,

JEHOVAH.

Fell I, too; T am a shadow,—
Primal msn’s imagination

Shaped me, throned me in tho heaveus,
Deemed the All iny hand’s creation.

Of the Universo tho vision

Un man’s soul at longth is breaking ;
Seorns he now his ancient sky-zods,

At whose bolts he erst was quaking —
Law of duty in his reason,

Not on stony tablets, findeth—
All things into ordered cosmos

Fecls the nawneless might that hindeth

That through boundless space, duration,

Restless, tiroless throbs forever, - -
Thus illumined, men our lieges

Will bo, as they crst were never.
Even novw our airy scept-es,

Bards, so loyal once, ave scoming ;
Myths thoy call us—-men colossal,

‘isions of the young world’s morning,

BRAIIMA.

I, an oceanic essenco,
Formless, bodiless abstraction—
As 2 drear: was ever worshipped,
An abyss of mere inaction.
O’er the golden horn of Meru
Float 1 tranquil, calin as ever,
Mindless, pasionless my votaries
Change from me csunot dissever,

ORMUZD.

1, an optimistic vision,
Am tlis good time always looming,
Wheu the earth, a siuloss gaden,
Shall with amaranths be blooming.

- - - - . - * - »

TANTHREOR

As in julets, bays, tho ocean
Ccasclessly its billows urges,
So through finite spirits rolling
Hecaveand flash my radient surges ;
Like the tranqgnil, cloudless ciher,
Plain and mountain.peak transeendine,
1, tho puro and zoverign reason,
O'er low veils of senseam bending,

Through boundless space, ex anded
In the atom too, I'm dwelling;

Every woment feels me pulsing,
Though through .Tons 1 am swelling,

When, in sense and languor sunken,
Grovel overy race and nation,

Some great soul, idea-drunken
Mako I stem tite dcgmdatiox’l.

Pour 1 through his lips and glauces
Surge-liks, flamo-like lifo remoulding,
Till oternal truth and beauty
Mau’s purged oyesight is bohelding,
God's provincial, clond-compollors,
Primal races, nations swaying !
Other than your protty scoptres
Is the universo obeying 1

—— e
HUMOROUS.

‘What Did the Man Say?

A scono in court with n stupid witness. A man has boen
caught in the act of theft, aud pleaded in oxtenuation that he wag
drunk, .

Court (to tho policoman, who wes witness)—*Whet did the
man say when you arrested him 9"

Witness—*He said he wus drunk.”

Court —“I want his precise words, just as ho uttered thowr;
he didn’t use the pronoun he, did hei Ho didn’t say “ho was
drunk.”

Witnoss—“Oh, yes, he did—ho said ho was drunk; he
acknowledged the corn,”’

Court (getting impationt at the witness’ stupidity)—‘“‘you don't
understand me at all ; T want the words as ho utiqred them ;didn’t
he say.'T was drank?'" )

Witness (deprueatingly)—“Oh, no, your honor. He didn't
say you were drunk; I wouldn’t allow any man to charge that
upon you in my presence.”

Prosccutor—“Pshuw ! you don't compresend at all. His
honor means, did not the prisoner say to you, ‘I was drunk?

‘Witness (reflectively)—“Well, ho might have said you was
drunk, but 1 didn't hear him.” .

Attorney for prisoner—“What the court desives is to bave youn
stato the prisoner's own words, preserving the precise form of
pronoun that ho made use of in roply. Was it first person, I,
second persen, thou, or the third person, he, sho or it? Now,
then, sir (with severity,) upon your ocath, didnt my client say,
‘T was drunk "

Witness (gotting mad)—“No, ko didn’t say you was drunk
cithor, but if he had I reckon ho wouldn't £ lied any. Do vou
g'pose the poor fellow charzed the whole court with being drunk 77

“Does thoso bells sound an alatm of firo?” said a stranger, tho
other Sunday, as the church bells were calling together the
worshippers.  “¥Yes” was the reply, “ but the fire is in the next
world.”

“Tf them is any body under the canister of heaven that I have

in utter excresconce,” says Mrs. Partington, it is tho slanderer,

going » bout lihe a boy constructor, circulating his calomel upon
honest folks.”

—Mr. Darwin is now engaged in the study of tho “Baby” and
hag a profound articloon that subject in the July number of an
English quarterly. Whon Mr. Darwin, in his researches and
investigations, discoversunything that will evolve the colic out of
a four month baby any quicker than a twelve mile promenade
in a fourteen foot room, will ho kindly address this oficot It
docsn't do a bit of good to sing or declaim *“Hootchie, pootchio,
pudden pie,” Mr. Darwin; we've tried that.

— Let o young gentleman and lady try tho following scientific
experimont : A galvanic battery is sot in motion, and while ho
takes ono handle in ono of his kands she takes the other in one of
hers. Then let them softly kiss each otl#r. This is an improv -
ment on the Brooklyn style, and it brings out all the firowo.,

thero are in two moving souts.

*Wo find,” said a coronor’s jury out West, “that Bill Thomp-
son camo to hiz death by holding five aces whon Jake Smith hold
four. And we find that nino aces are too many in a pack.”
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Ho wag from tho country buck of Newburg, and he camo to
town for tho first timo, As he looked ut tho tolegraph wires ho
+ said, “ Why do you make your wire fonces so high?”

i *Ho was kneeling at hor foot and saying: *¢ My precious sweet,
lifis lingers to mo ag & petunin streaked with the glorious goldan
fretting of a soul which knoweth no love so—" ¢ O, Henry I sail

¢ sho, “thet's tho cheego.”

" Rowe Sontinel-—* It way very caveless leaving the partot in thoe
parlor Surday ovening, but she never thought anything about it,
until Morday morning, when ho roused tho whole liouse by making
a smacking noise and crying, ¢ Darling Susie, durling Sueiv.’ Fio

¢ kopt it ap all day, too, and the old folks are much interested in

. the caso.”

A youngster being required to writo a composition upon some
portion of the human body, selected that which unites the head to

* the body : A throat is convenient to bave, especinlly to roosters

: and wministers. The former eats tho corn and crows with it; the

¢ Intter preaches through his'n, and then ties it up. This is protty

© much all I can think about necks.”
Barnum was travelling occe on board of ouo of the river
ateamers, whore they feel you for a moderuto outlay (say soventy -

t five cents a weal) vory sur tucusly, but tho postions supplied are

* usually of microscopic ditnonsions. He called at tea-timo for a
boef-steak.  The negro brought him the usual shrivelled bit

. of broiled flesh, certainly not more than suflicient for two moathfulls,

. Barnum poised the morsel on his fork, scanned it critically, as

. though it wore a sample of steak submitted to his inspection and

+ thon returned it to tho waiter saying “Yos that’s what I mean

bring mo somo of that.” .

———ree,
JOHANN WOLFGANG VO¥ GOETHE.

§
!
[
'E
\
BY DUMDOG.,
Thowas Carlyle, who first taught England to appreciate Goethe,
writing in 1832, says: “ This, tho highest that can bo said of
- written books, is to be said of theso, (Goothe's Werke) there is in
them a new tiiae, tho prophecy and beginning of ¢ now time;
the corner-stone of & now edifivo for munkind is laid thero fiemly
- us on the natural rock ; for extending traces of a ground plan we
can also see, which future centuries muy go on to enlarge, awend
aad work into reality.”
_ Huve theso words to bo taken cum grano or in some other thun
+ their litorul senso®  Wo must romember it is the “ Hero Worship-
- per” who speaks cod it is over the grave of his hero, who had
» just finished his long and wonderfal careor, and the words guoted
« form part of his funeral sermon, so to speak, preached to tho
 English poople by his most ardent disciple through ho columns of
" the New Mounthly Muguzine.

- Broath of a far different temperature wo find ia the words of
_another Scottich Chief, not of the prophetic type—Sir Waltes,
- who having tried his prentice hand in & trsrslation of Gotz Von
- Berlichungen, introduced it to tho English world with the our*if-

teato that its original was tho production of tho elegant author of
ths sorrows of Werther/ TUpou tho wholo we incline to the belief
that Cazlyle is no moan proplot even in his own country, that bo
was on tho right track, and had not lost the throad of his
discourse when he utte~2theso significant words. It is not at all
likely that h~ *d followed his hero through thoso labyrinths of
scier T which he explored with guch profound insight, for as
ry?d:.’: : :'f(_:f bim “ with a eapacity to grasp physicsl principles
wieh ¥4 Gostho did not possess, and which oven total lack
. of ‘v"\«v-'";_ms Dot boon ablo to reduco to atrophy, it is tho world’s

i
\

\

luss that ho in tho vigor of his years did not opon his mind and
sympathies to scionco and mako its conclusiors a portion of s
uressago to mankind,”

Curlyle’s promiso of a new disponsation thoreforo was not
founded upon Gonthe's scienco—and yot strango to say Gootho's
cluim to messiahship is in somo degree confivmed by his science.
If thero is any truth in tho theory of devolopsmont, and no man
of scienco worthy of the name ir these days for a woment doubts
it, thon Gootho is ontitled to rank as the first to grasp that con-
ception which has so recently been expanded and confirmed by
Spencer and Dazwin, and which forms jtho contval ides of that
now timo of Carlyle’s prediction,

Gootho was & pootical not a mathematical scientist, he had no
capacity for tho purely inductive method, hence, in obysics whero
this mothod is indispensible, ho has failed utterly, his Farbenlchrs
in which he endeavours to overtirow Nowton's theory of colors is
a more ignis fatuus. In tho organic sciences, however, ho broughe
to bear a different faculty, and he bad & corscious koowledgo of
its valuo; it was tho method of combination or comparison—tho
poet’s legacy from nature. With this faculty divine he grasped
tho fundamental idea of tho theory of developement. This was
done first in his Metamorphosis of Plantr  lished in 1790,
whero he attompts to show that the infinito v.ricty of forms in
tho vegetable kingdowm has arisen from the developoment and
metamorphosis of a single organ. It is truo ho errsin considering
that organ tho leaf, instead of tho cel, but it must be romembored
ho worked without tho microscope, Applying his method and
faculty to the study of the animal kingdom, he was the first to
show that tho skull in all vertebrate animals is composed of the
same bones as tho vertebrw, ZThis vertebral theory of the shull
was tho greatest advanco in comparative anatomy that had been
mado up to that timo. It was another couvincing proof of the
unity of plan in nuture—an elemental idex of tho modern
nconistic philosophy.

In 1796 Goetho expresses tho bearing of his two great discrv-
cries in tho following words: *This inuch then we have goined,
that wo may assert without hesitation, that all t%e me:o perfect
organic natures such as fishes, amphibious animals. birds, mammals,
and mun ot tho head of the last, wzre all forzued upon one origoal
typc, which only vaties morc or less in parts which aro rone tho
lsss permancent, and still daily chaages and modifics its form by
propagation.”

Elsewhere this other passage occurs: “If we consider plants
and animals in their most imperfect condition, they can scarcely
be distinguished ; but this mucn we ean say, that the creatures
which by dogrees emergo as plants and animals out of a common

i pliase, whero they are barely distingnishable, arrive at perfection

in two opposite directions, so that tho plant in the end reaches jts
highest glory in the tree, whick is immovhlo and stiff, tho animal
in man, who posseases the greatost clasticity and freedom.”

Tho only radical difference botweon this and Darwinism is, that
the Jatter shows Zow the wholo thing is done.

In bis old age, botween 3U and 40 years aftor these great
discoveries, Gootho had not lost his intorest in the naturo philos-
ophy (natur-philosophic.) ‘Tho last labor of his long life, finished
a fow days beforo his dea'h in March, 1832, was to writo an
interesting account of the great disputo which had Intely been
raging in Franco botwoen Cuvier and Geoffray do Saint Hilaire,
tho latior boing tho champion of tho dovelopment theory, the
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former its most decided opponent, and whoso great work, the ‘
Reqnz Aaimal, is to this duy the stronghold of those who cling to
the dualistic coneeption of nature, and the immutability of species.

So much ihen of Gouthe, the scientist, as wo have seen, places
him in oven line with the Darwing a:d Haeckels of tho present
day, and strengthens our footing with thoso on that nsw philo-
sopbical road, which, bo it a valley of Baca, or veritablo kings
bighwsy, is now our only road. .

To be tho author of a new dispensation, however, requires
universality of genius or endowment, and iv way well bo asked, in
what other respects Goothe has a claim to bo regarded as the i
“Redeemer of His time,” to uso another of our old Hero |
Worshipper's types.  What message of salvaticn has this nwun for |
us?  He comes not in sorraw, nor labor, nor tears.  He wears no
mnrtyr's crown, or garments rolled in blood, n+ root out of a dry
ground is he, but a laughterloving Rhinclander, with Hyperion's
cvrls, and -the front of jove himself, the scandal of modern
Young Mea's Christian Associations, sunday school teachers and
strait-laced old wowen of both sexes. To know Goethe we must i
kuow something of his life and times.

The literature of Germany is unique in this respoct, that it was
tho first that had its Lirth in an colightened age. It is a r~mark-
fact that the country to which wo aro indebtad for the art of
printing, the invention of gunpowder, aud the protestant religion,
the country of Capernicas and Kepler, of Luther and Leibinsky,
had to a compsritively reeent period no writer in ber own languago
kuown to the neighboring nations. In thy fabulous past, it is true, |
a national cpoch grew up, the Xiehelungen Lind, which fervent
patriotism has named tho Germau Iliad ; but it did not become
tho bible of tlLe nation, or the fruitful motier of a national
Iiterature like the Ilind. It was not until the new era dawned
upon France that the Germnan mind begen to ferment. Then
commenend & sccond German reformation, protestant as before, ‘
and quite as stirring &s in tho days of brother Martin, bLut the :
Germans had no nead to go so fir as the French, content witk the |
wit of Voltaire, and vagaries of Rosseay, they turned with disgust |
from tho culd and superficial atheism of Holbach. The first fifey |
years of the German rengissancs is eminently characteristic. A |
metaphysical passion aruso stronger thao had ever “wen known in
Europe. System succecded system with the rapidity of fashions |
and drese; tho philveophical publicstinns which flowed from the
press were as numerous as the political tracts of all the Yaris :
Cluks. Chaecs camo again, & weltering wreek of ancient faiths
and instituticns rushing to maddest ruin and ddirum. ’.l'i'zm«sl
aro tho times that make great men, the French required a !
Napoleon, the Germans a Goethe. '

Goctho wasbern on the 2%th of Angust, 1740. His father,Jobann |
Caspar Goethe, was the son of a Frank{ort tailor, tmt had raised |
hims~¥f to the dignity of an Imperial Counseller of his nudve |
city, and in 1748 marriad tho daughter of its chief wrgistrate.

The tather was 3 oo, pedantic man; the mother a simplo-
hearted, finctionats woman, excessively fond of her wonderful |
boy, for “we have been yonng tozether,” as sho was went to say.
* From my father,” bn tells uy, “ I derivo my franie and tho steady |
guidanco of my life, tnd from wy mother, my lappy dispositicn .l
ard leve of storytelling™  His early oducation was wholly
Jdomextic andd acquired in the company of his oaly sister, Comnelia, 1
of wlirn he was passionately fond,

In Lis seventeenth year he was sent Lo the Tnivenity of Lejpsic .

to study law, whore ho remained ndarly threo years, but had fo
give up Lis studies on account of sickness brovght on by dissipa-
tion and mental unrest. Thero is no doubt at all but it wis a
will timo, bis Leipsic career.  His youth, beauty, animal vigor,
and wonderful precosity medo bim the delight of every circle.
Small Lopo lay fur him in law itis to be feared. His illness kept
him at home for two years, during which he tried to be a good
boy, as well as orthodox, being greatly influenced by a certain
Fraulein vou Klettenberg, one of the sect of the pious Moravians,
long afterwards introduced to us as uns belle ame in meister.
His healih fully restored, it was decided he should finish bis cix-
riculum of jurisprudence, but, this time at Strazbourg, whither ho
went, and remained about a year and a balf, ending by taking a
doctor’s legres in law., But the Strasbourg period is ever memo-
rable for the love cposide with Frederica. In his nutobiography,
written in bis old age, he lingers long over this pretty story of his
first real Jove. He was n man thst loved much, not always
wiscly, and never too long, his mind ever on the stretch after cul-
ture sud towards new ideals outgrew his emotions, or transplanted
them to new objects, which for the timo being wero the glorified
creatures of his own imagination, rather thun themselves,

Goctke returned to Frankfort a very young doclor, with little
of tho doctor's gravity about him, still less of his ambition. There
was no strain of tho attorney in his compesition, none of the spe-
cies known to s Las over produced a Gotz Pon Berlichungen
which was the first occupation of our young doctor. Gotz, a kind
of German Robin Hood of the sixteenth century, was made inte-
resting be the mere lawlesoess of his life, at a timo-when to bo
lawless and rude, or anything but huwdrum, was the only repu-
tablo thing to be. It took amazingly. But now occars, doring a
brief sojourn in Wetslar that singular cpisodo in his history, ont
of which grow the most famous of his estly literary productions.
Ho is once more smitten, as to his oo susceptiblo heart by ooe
whe cannot return his love, probably tha only one who did not ;
Charlotte Buff by name. She is the afiianced of bis friend
Hestner, who knows of bis pascion, and, strango to say, remains
fricndly. But what a jcsition ! possiblo only with the Germans,
but with us hardly compreheasible.

This is *shat Hestaer himself says of the aflair, as rocorded by
Lewes: after describing his engugement to Charlotte, ho says,
‘She is not strictly & brilliznt beauty, according to tho common
opiticn—to me she is ono; sho i, notwitbstanding, tho fascinating
maiden «ho might have hosts of admirers, old and young, gravo
and gay, clevar and stapid.  But sho knows how to convines them
quicklr, that thei only safety must bo sought in flight or fricnd-
ship. Onc of thrse, e the most remarkable 1 will mention,
bocauso bo retuing an interest over us. A youth in yoars, bat
knowledgo and in tho developinnt of his mental powers and char
acler, already » men—an extraoninary genios and a man of
character was here—as his parents belcived, for the sake of study-
ing the law, but i fact to track the footsleys of naturo and trath
and to study Homer and Pindar.

Ho bad no need to study for the sake of a maintenanca, Qnito
by chance, afler he bad boen here suwio Gor, ho beegmo aoyusinted
with Loitchen, and saw in her his ideal »a08 of mind
suffered ; thero were many remarkable scenes in which L gpn's
behaviour heightened my regand for ber, and hs also becamo mors
procicns to mo as a friend ; bat I was often inwardly astonishd
that love can make such strange creatures cven of tho stronget
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and otherwise tho most self-restrainod men. I pitied him, and had
many inward struggles, for, on tho ono hand, I thought that I
might not be in a position to mako Lottcheu so bappy as he would
make her, but on the othor hand I could not enduro the thoaght of
losing her. Tho latter feeling conquered, and Yottchen, I have
nover ouce been able to percoive a shadow of the samo conflict.”
Goetho tore himself away and fused his cxperience int the
% Sorrows of young Werther,” a most theatrical performance which
mado a great noise.  Poor Kestner and his Lottchen were ropro-

duced only too faithfully, much to their chagrin, Tho story of |

Werther is still readable and hag a stiange fascination. Reading
between the lines we percieve the history to be that of the writer,
all but the suicide of the poor sentimental hero, an incident bor-
rowed for the occasion.

¢ Infusing itself into tho core and whole spirit of litcrature,’
says Carlyle, “ Werther gave birth to 2 race of sentimentalists
who havo raged and wailed in every part of the world till nature
laid herself to sleep, and it was discovered that lamenting was an
unproductive labor,” and in good time the imaginary sorrows of
Werthar belped to reliovo the author of them from many that wero
really genuine. For mero than a year after the publication of
Werther, Gocthe lived with his parents at Frankfort, delighting
their bearts with tke homago that was now paid him by all tho
famous men of the time.

In 1775 ho was pressad by Karl August, tho young reigming
Duko of Saxe Weimer, to visit his capital, and was finally per-
suaded to accept 2 position in his court. In his twenty-sixth year
he finally settled down at Weimar * where his long vesidence, of
fity-seven years, was to confer on an insignificant Duchy the
immortal renown of a German Athens.”

Hore tben in that littlo city on the banks of the Iim, our hero
is fixed with his Jife work beforo him, a work which is to take in
 All provinces of human thought, fecling and activity, cmbodying
the noblencss of tho past into a new whole; antique nobleness in
in all kinds, yot worn with now clearness, tho spirit of it presorved
and again revealed in shapo when tho former shaps and vesture
had becomo old, and was desd and cast forth.”

(Zo be continued )
PO S—

CASEET OF GEMS.

The timo is como in which it is tho duty cf all qualified persons
to speak their minds about popular belicfs ; they will thus destroy
tho vulgar prejudice that unbelief is connected with bad gualitics
of hoad and heart.—Jolhn Stuart Al

That faith is not the noblest which coables us to believo *be
greatest number of articles on tho least ovidence ; nor is Z.at
doctrine reslly the most productive of bagjiness which encourages
us to cherish tho greatest number of groundless hopes.—ZLealic
Strpien.

Poverty is the grimmeat foc the world holds—a scrpent that
stifles talent ero talent can rise, that blasts genius oro genius can
Lo heand, that sows hot bato by a cold hearth, and that turns the
gerin of good into the giant of ovil.—duion,

The final end of the Stale consiate, not in dominating over men,
rostnaining themn Ly fears, sabjecting them to tho will of cthers;
bat, vn tho contrary, in permitting each ong 1 livo in sl possible
sccurity ; that is to say, in preserving intect tho natural right of
cxch to live withont injury to othirs. ‘Tho stato Laz not for its
end the tranformation of men from reasonahlo beings into animals
or auiomala ; it has for its end, »0 to art that ity citizens should,

in socurity, froely develope both mind and body; above all make
freo uso of their reason. Hence the true end of the State is
liborty.~Spingza.

Many a wan has died unhonored and unsung who left in overy
footprint from childhood to the tomb, a rich and brilllant legacy
to the world ; end no legacy worth commemorating was cver loft
the world which wes not baptized in tho sweat of honest toil.
From montal and physical exertion the earth has been made to
blossom, the sces have boen covered with life, civilization has shot
its sunshine into the gloom of rudeness, and scienco has reined
its softness on the world. On overy field that bears a terapting
barvest on its breast, on every brick in every building that was

! ever reared, on every book of value that was ever written, on every

thought that burns to light the world, in cvery workshcw, and
mine and furnace, and fuctory—wherover labor sweats, aro written
the credentials of nobility.—Anon.

If we admit tho possibility of tho Stato so stifling men’s lib-
orty and laying such a yoke upon thom that they dare not even
whisper without the approbation of the sovereign, never, most
surely, can they bs provented from thlaking as they will. YWhat,
then, must enosue 7 That wen will think one way and act «nother ;
that, consequently, gond faith, a virtuo most necessary to the state,
will bocome corrupted ; that adulation, a detestible thing, and
perfidy will bo held in repute, eutailing tho decadence of all good
and healthy worality.—Spinvza.

‘What can bo moro disastrous to n State than to exile honest
citizens a3 evil doers becauso they do not sbare the opinions of the
crowd and are ignorant of the art of 1 igning.—Jlid.

Lifo is 2 masterpicce of good sense and judgment.—fenan.
Reason before all.—Spinoza.

A man without decision can never bo said to belong to himself,
sinee, if be dared o assert that ho did, the puny foreo of some
cause, about as powerful, yon woald suppose, as a spider, may
make n captive of tho hopeful boaster the very next moment, and
trinmphantly exhibit the futility of the determinations, by which
ke was to bavo proved the independenco of Lis understanding and
his will. Ho belongs to whatever cen seize him, and innnmerable
things do actually verify their claim on him, and arrest him 2s he
tries to go along, as twigs and chips floating near the odge of a
river aro intercepted by every weed and whirled 1t every oddy.
Haring concluded on a desiyzn, ho may pledge himself to accom-
plish it—if tho hundred diversitics of feeling which como withm
the wook will let him,  As his character precludes all foresight of
his conduct, he may sit and wonder what form ana dircctinn his
viows arc destined to take tomorrow, just as & farmer has often to
acknowledgo tho next day’s proceedings are al the disposal of the
winds anéd clouds.—Jifume.

It is soperstiticn that sels op sadnessas good, and all that tends
to joy as evil.—Spincza.

We arc incessently spoken to of repentence, “huaility, desth;
but repeatence is nut a virtae, bat the conseqnenco of ignorance
and weakness ; nor is humility one, Jince it gprings in man from
the idos of his inferiority. Death is tho dauglter of fear ; that
about which a free man thinks isnot death.  Wisdom Jies not in
tho contemplation of death, but of life.—Sinoza.

To condem all mankingd for the sin ¢f Adam and Eve; to Iet
tho innovcent suffer for the guilty ; t5 keep any ono alive in torture
for ever and cver ; those actions aro magnified oopies of what bad
men can do.  No juggling with “divine justios 20d mwercy ™ can
make them anything else.  This must bo said to all kinds and
conditions of mien © that if God Lolds all markind guilty for the
sin of Adum, if he las visital upon the innocent tho puniskment
of tho guilty, if he 15 to terture any singlo soul {or over, then it
it wrong to worship him.—2Pr 1 Clifond in Fortnipltly Reriar,

Whrss weuld Jdeserco well of his fellows in this matler will
guand the parity of lis belief with 3 very fanaticism of jealvus
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care, lest at any time it should rest on an unworthy object, and
catch a stain which can never be wiped away. It is not only “be
leader of men, statesman, philosopher, or poct, that owes this
bounden duty to mankind. Every rustic who doliversin tho
village alehouse Lis slow, infrequont sentences, may help to kill or
keep alivetho fatal superstition which clog his race. Every hard-
‘worked wifo of an artisan may transmit to her children boliefs
which shall knit society together, or rend it in pieces. No sim-
plicity of mind, no obscurity of station can cseape the universal
duty of questioning all that wo believo.— Professor Clifford in the
Contemporary Review.

If a man, holding a belief which he was taught in childhood or
persuaded of afterwards, keeps down and pushes away any doubts
which aviso about. it in his wmind, purposely avoids the readiog of
books and the company of men that call in question or discuss it,
and regards as impious thoso questions which cannot easily be
asked without disturbing it ; tho lifo of that man is one long sin
against mankind.—1¥id.

Xnquiry into the evidence of a dnctrine is not to b made onco
for all, and then taken as finally settled. It is never lawful to
stifle a doubt ; 1or either it can bo honestly answered by racans of
the inquiry already made, or clse it proves that the inquiry was
not complete.

“But,” says one, “T am a busy man; I bave no time for the
long courss of study which would be necessary to make me in any
degree a competent judgo of certain questions, or even able to
understand the natow of the arguments.” Then he shonld have
1o time to believe.—78id,

. Wo may beliove what goes bLevond our experience, only, when
it 1s inferred from that experienco by the assumption that what
we do not know is like what wo know.—J3id.

Wo may believe the statement of another person, when there is
reasonable ground for supposing that ho knows the matter of
which he speaks, and that he is speakine the truth so far as he
knows.—1id.

It is wrong, in all esses, to believo on insufficient evidence ; and
where it is presumption to doubt and to investigate; there, it is
worso than presumption to believe.—Jtid.

A man may be a heretic in the truth ; and if he belicves things
only becauso his pastor says so, or the assembly 80 determine,
withont knowing other rosson, though his beiicfs bo true, yet the
very truth hie holds becomes his heresy. — Miltoa,

Ho who begins by loving Christianity batter than truth will
procead by loving his own sect orchurch better than Christianity,
and &ud in Joving himsclf better than all.—Ccleridge.

Alrs. Stewart, widow of the deceased New York millionaire, is
erecting a cathedral on Long Island as & memorial of her Lusband,
t cost $1,500,000. Tho vostliest things nowadays aro churches
and iron-clade, representing theology and war, tho two grealest
cnemies Lo mankind.

SCIENCE AND THEOLOGY.-

——
-

It is nt strange that the Scientist and the Theolegian arrive at
different conclusicas regarding tho universe. Seienee and Thro-
Irzy stady different oljecte, cmploy different methods, and Lreathe
a different spirit. The object of Scienes is natare, whoeo existenco
is orrfain and whoso operstions can Le seen. Tho oljeet of
Theclogy is a supernatnral Being, who Is invisiblo to the oye,
intangible to tho tonal, inaudinlo to the car, and whoso * ways are
past finding cnt.”  The Sclentist stadics the onler of nature and
the rlstions and deperdenco of her parts.  Tho Theologian
claiming to lack “throngh natare up to natare's God,” talks to us
shont the plany ard parposes of a “ing who created matter and

bestowed upon it the beauty and order that wo behold, Tho
former scarches into luw; the latter dogmatizes about a suporna-
tural law givor. The Sciextist looks apon the laws of naturo as
her modes of action, and regards them as invoilable ; the Theolo-
gian belioves thoy have been, and will bo again, quits likely
suspended by special Jivine intervontion. Tho Scientist is
satisfied with no proof that is not based upon obscrvation and
exparience. The Theologian claims ~ ility to seco by “tho eye of
faith” much that natwo never reveals to the outward senses.
Tho Scientist when Lo has traced force boyond force and law above
law, up the chain of causes until he can proceed no further
appealing to a thousand corroborative analogies, holds that a keen
vision or a wider induction would discloso to him an oxtension of
the realin of natural law and causation. The Theologian, on the
contrary, when the mathematics of humaan intelligeace fuil 4o golve
a preblem or explain a phenomenon of raturo, has recourse to the
word God to represent his igoorance which he porsonifies and
worships, Scienéo teaches us to investigato and then believe or
disbelievo as the ovidence shall warrant; theology demands that
wo believe first, and investigate if at all afterwards, because doubt
is dangerous and disbelief is damnable.

The realin of science is the region of natural law. Tho cmpire
of theology is the region of tho supernatural—a region that is
unknown to science. The enlargementof the former hascorresponded
with man’s progress and enlightenwmext ; tho domain of the latter,
onco almost universal, has for centuries, been growing ¢ small by

degrees and beautifully less”
B F. UNDERWOOD.

It is with a foeiing of both pride and pleasure that wo sclect
the following humourous deseription which the founder and first
actual President of tho Toronto Liboral Association, T. P. Thompson,
(Jimuel Briggs) gives of the part ho played at a Sanday School
Picnic. This poem is reproduced from the Boston Zraveler,
which ablo paper has the exclusive services of our talented and
genial friend.

AT THE SUNDAY SOHOOL PIO-NIO.

A picnic of tho Sunday-school,
Down by tho surgiog sea;

Tbe day was Sne, the weather cool,
Tho youngsters in their glee

Were frolicking with the sands,
As happy as might be.

Tho pastor is a zealous man ;
Ho whispered me “ My friend,
Occasions such as theee, methinks,
Should to instruction tend.
Perbaps you'd make a ghort address,
( ~nducive to that end.”

“Ho holds me with his glittering eye,"
I may not say him nay;

hio bath 8o bland and smooth & voice,
And such persnasive way,

I noeds maust icld mo to the spell,
Though panght bava I to sy.

He summoneth the clildren all
From ocoan and from land,
From filling up cach others bats
With looscly-shifting sand ;
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From garnering their ocean spoil  And so T trust—that is, I hope—-
Upon tho shining strand. I meun to say—as how——
And furthermore the ocean which—
It scemeth like a hideous dream -Tho broad expanse—aud now,
That such a thing can be. I wish to say—I mean to urge—
Now overwhelm o in your depths, I'll pauso if you'll allow.
Oh, hoarsely-sounding sea ! i
Oh, cover me, yo drifting rauds ! # Upon the healthful ccean breezo
But hold—TI'l) turn and fleo ! A sound of mirth was borne;
The laaghter of ferocious gle
Vain thought—the hastening flock cunvergo ‘ And zhouts of e‘:?f},zlr?uz si::om :
And form ﬂ.h°"°“’ squaro, ¢ Oh why has man the will and power
Thoy hem we in on every sids To make his fellows mourn,’”

A Thelpless victim there.
““Qur friend to speak gives kind consent,”

Ob anguish | Oh despair ! Busixess Notice.— Any of our friends who want the newest
and best Washing Machino in the market should call on Messrs.
* Dear children, tis a pleasant duy, Stockton, Ressiter & Co., and buy one of their Calking' Champion
So cheerful to be here; Washers, They are the best yet.
Tho music of yan plashing wave ———m

Delightful to the ear,
Tho vessels on the gurgling brine
Dash on in wild carcer.

Stick 10 It.~Of theacts of cowardice, the meanest is that which
leads one to abandon a good causs because it is weak. and join a bad
cause becauso it is swrong.  The smitten deer is said to beavoided by
the herd ; it is tho instinct of the brutes; but in the higher law which

“Before us in sumblime extent reigns in the breast of mankind and womenkind, you never aaw tho
X miark the occan stretch ; smitten son abandoned by the mother, I have in the groatquestion of
The ocean—which~the ocean—which— tao day—educational and religious—in Scotland aad Ireland, cast my
A pact’s brush miight sketch.” lot with the minority, which in due scason becamo the majority.

When I left my cause, it was because it had waxed strong and did
not nerd my pooraid.  We have to see to it that, in the struggle of
life, we stand by right and not by might, being sure that in the end
the right shall havo the might.——fGalaxy.

The origin of tho namo Alabama is thus stated : During the large

(Tuio pastor snickers in bis slecve,
Oh base, perfldious wretch f)

“ But to resume—upon this day;

o Ono hut;lrod J e.:}ts ago, | rairic fire, the Indians rushed from their homes and songht refuge
ur ancestors—(a deacou’s voico in flight. The flames pursued them; they saw no way of escape. A
Hero whispers mo “go slow ) river intercepted further progross; there was no time for hesitation ;

“Ah—Mary had a little lamb they threw themselvesinto the water and swam to tho opposite shore.
With flecee as white as snow. Sceing they wero safe, they prostrated themselvs on the ground and

cried 5 “ Al-a-bama,” meaning, “here is rest.”  From tho coincidence
arose the name of tho State, and from that the ship, which will live
in History in connection with the “‘Alabama claims.” Singular that
what only implics peaco and rest, should have been the moans of

“Dear children you should nover lot
Your angry passions rise ;

Nor get your clothes all soiled and wet, strife berdering on war.

In making seawoeed pics. s
I wasg an infant onco myself—

Nay, don't express surprise. THE EVOLUTIOR PHILQSOPHY.

““And Joseph in the lion’s den, BY R. B. RUTLANIL

Should an exzmple be, - [From Spencer, Hacckel, Trndall, Haxley, Datwin, Youmans, and others)
That when you go to cireuses,
The arimals to

The popular prevailingiphilasophy of the prosent dayis that of Evolation.
Just as at other poriods at onolime it basboen the Epicurcan, at another

You should not pull the lion’s tail, tho Platonic, the Aristotlean, tho Schalastic, ctc., 30 in our day it is that
But uso bim tenderly. of Evolation.
. TLR has ifonQX' maia component paris 1';-- Tho .\'cbulartgi th]ué:, th?
¢ ¢ scory of Spontancous Generation, Darwinism, an ¢ Evolation o
T\b‘g.ldlo]h‘r o2 ourfa_lhcx:s we Intc!{iygcncc, m boman mind, intellect or sonl as it is com:menly
1 overmore wantain, called.” These four departments havo been advivated by various writers,
And should the afterncon prove wet, some advocating one, somo anocther of these leading demaing aad rejecting
Qgaito likely it will rain : the remainder, some aooept the whole four. I8 is exly these last who are
And catching fish on Sabbath duy, E\iulnﬁox,is? in tho most complete scuse of the word, the o.hers being 30
. - only partislly.
Woald give your parents pain. ;{mf\ng those who teach tho evolution philosephy in its entirely arc the
groat Gorman philosopher, Ermest Haockel, and the great English phileso-
“Tho ocoan in majestic foroe pher, Herbert S&cnccr. We will now state ina fow short, simple wends
In foamy hreakers wlls; tle cotlines of this the pogaular, the prevailing philosophy of the present
The wild cffal fth 'sk day, which cmbraces in one consecutive xystem the wholo of tho knowleige
e Clinigeacs of tho sky which man bag ever acquiral, 80 far as kncwn in the present day, phyaical
hhg'«ld permeate onr souls; and mental, social and ‘monal, reganding the whole nniverso aroond Gs and
Tho eingle voto may win :ho day; witlin us, as it includes man, payaieal aad mental, sou! and bedr.
Ro carly at the polls— On & clear night when wo lift cur gaze to the milky way overhead, wo

arelanking at malter in a nsbolous conditien. Fer althongh some of the
nebuix have been resolved into cluslers of atars, vet oar moat improred

*1 mean bo carly out of bed ; ; atroormical instram-nts, incladiag the xpectroscure, bare prwed and
Thnug with tho morning lark ; dem“omtnt«l the exu‘u 2oave of 3iassca t}f ne nlt‘m mxttckx- : uu.; ia, Toatlr
n child 3 in the most siraple, the moat primitive furm, at joosent known to us
Tho ;%dhx: :;lmftibc\;n ‘: ! Tha nebalar lﬁ'p{-thwl is, xt\.bat g oarth aml all the jlanets of the selar
Th 1‘8 b ¢ cark ; system, including the sun, wers at oae Lime in the conditivn of a netaleas
o cariic., Tiavd entecpriso oud. That gelling attracted closer trTather ay it motated, a ring was

Was Noah in his ark, thrown ¢ frem the onler rim which cvndonsed and locamo a planct,
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which circled around the central sup, a further condensation of which
caused another outer ring to be thrown off, to bo condensed, and becomo
another planet, to circlo round the central sun—the second consequently
having a smaller orhit than the first. This process was repeated untal tho
wholo of the plaucts of tho solar system had been thrown off which now
circlo around our sun. Consequeutly, at ono time the combined matter of
the sun aud planets of the solar system, whon in a neublous state, filled
up tho entire space at present circled around by the outenmost of our
planets iu its orbit,

‘Fhieso orbs keep continually cooling, and as their motion lessens m
velocity thoy will all gradually, one after the other, fall back into the sun
from whence they came. The heat engendered by theso concussions will
aynain resolve the whele of our present solar systein to ats former stato of a
nehulons, ficry cloud, agsin filling up the entire space at present cireled
ar-mud by the catermost of cur planets iu 1ts orbit, agawm to bo condensed
into orhs, and 80 on to all cternity.

The histery of our solar system is tho histnrisof all other systems « suns,
plancts, stars, comets, acrolites, and all the orbs and heavenly bodies what-
socver.  So much for the nebulsr hyp *hesis, propounded by Kaut, mathe-
matically expounded by Laplace, based on positive screuco by Herschel.

Now for Spontancous Genperation.  As the earth gradually cooled down,
Jand and water began to appear, and orgaaic hfe became evalved by tho
spuentansous action of the essential propertics of matter  You have all
a:en the common experiment in phiysics of looscly strewing steel fiings on
a paper, down underneath wlich ix lying a magact. Immediately the
fragments of stecl arrango themselves in geometrical hines.  And another
where an unsbapen mass of 1mnatter, proviously arranged in clumical
praportions, by merely waving a feather over it suddenly assuimes the
most beantiful erystalline forms.  So, as soon as the heated matter of the
carth had cooled cnough to form a medium for the existence of organisms,
and tho hitherto unorganized, but art'amuble. matter (Protoplasm) was
ready to spring into organie Jife, 1t took place by apontancous generation,

Tho inost complicated animnal organism, such as that of man, 15 only a
combination of an infinito number of swgle wdividual cells, all working
together as a co-operative community, to accomplish one definite purpose.

‘The theory of spontancous generation was readered casy of conception
by the existenco of orgauisms so simplo as to consist of only one single cell.
Bt casy conception has been carmed furthier, next door to ocalar demon-
stration, by the discovery of organisms even lower than simple colls.  Tho
Bathybius 18 mercly a lump of mucus, posscssing onzame functions
It has been lately attracing grest attention, especially the Bathylius
Haeckelii, discovered by Profestor Huxley, and named by lum aiter the
great German plilosopher Ernest Haeckel.

The scientitic corps of the Challenger expedition found great numbers of
these lowly specimens of anima} lifo inbaluting the vast depths of the

ocean. 5o much for the ncbular hypothesis aud spiutancous generation.
Now for Darwinism.

Tho investigations of Hualey, Darwin, and others an the barder land of
vege'able and animal life, prove that there is no dividing line, aud av alsa in
the border land of unorgamzed aed organized matter there 1s no dividing
line. It 13 an unbrokea #iccessivn from unshapen nebulous matter th orbs
and worlds, thence from utorgamzod matter to orgaoized vegetable and
animal life. It has been dem >nstrated by a maltitude nf proofs that with
rezand to the infinito varisty of forras of ammal hie, from a sunplo ccll o
man, so called {spocies, of which thers are huadreds mn anc department
atons, that of insects, therv is no such thing as species, there 1s no divad-
ing line, £1cy all shado insensibly the one into the other through the whele

scrics,

Haxckel and other evelatiomists have traced the gradual jrocess of
the devclopment, cvolution of animal life from the lowest form, the
Bathyhios ~which is lower than a cell, that assumed onname hife by
s on’anesus generation-—through all the intermediate hoks up t9 the most
cunpheated.  One form spnnging out of another throughont the entire
pedyaee bylmeaus of vanacon, descont, adaptation, and natural sele~tion,

Injthe same way as the nubolar hypothesis, spantancous generadion, and
Darwinism account in :uunrlo and natural manner for the ongin of the
whole universo around us, celestial and terrestnal, animate and inanimate
So lanuage, religion, the arts and sciences, political awl socal economy,
the soul of maxn, the mind, human intelngence, has heen shawn to have
been a growth, to have been developed, evelved in previeely the same
matner as the carth and other orls, and any inhalutanta, vegetable or
asimal which may cxist tpon them. As representatives of the various
f ams through which the cvolution of ammal hic has taken place may
all be seen in existence at onc time n our owa day, }‘mm the
1athslius, which s only a hittlo lump of fatty matter, poxsesiing organic
fanctions, up through all the infinite vancty of forms and species, to the
most o-mplex—man.  So, what iscalled tho human suul. or mind, or intell-
£-0¢, can alsn be acen in the afferent representatives of the human famity
in tha differeat partsof the vorld at the t day. 1 all thestages of its
development, from that of the Digger Indian, the Earthman, Bushman, and
other tubes of men, scaveely to b classed as superior in intelligenco to the
lawer animaly, up to the cnlightened Europsan or Amenaan. In like
manuer the germ of every hvang member of tho human famaly exhibuts
tr day tho wholo process of evelution of all the intimte vanety of animal
1ife a~ 1t axsumes in suncession the forms of all othar ansmal germs.

Evolutinn supposcs that all theso vast changes most have cocapiod vast,
immeasurabile J;w’d' of time to accomplish 3 and an nolimited amoant «f
tatmeny of the
of time have not boen lacking.
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highest autheraty proves that vast. immoasurablo periods ' human germ assumo in succession the {orms of the germa of

| and fixed by wheritance thmiﬁh

Man has existed upon the earth for hundreds™of thousands of years, but ,
that length of time is only vory short, almost inappreciabls, when com .
pared with thoe geological ago of tho carth’s crust. 1t 18 ouly leas than one
third of ono per vent., or as ouo day when contrasted with the length of
fifty-two weeks, a complete year.

‘The only divine rovc{ation which tho evelation philosophy recognizes as
true, is written every whero in naturo, and to overy one {with heslthy
senses, and & healthy reason, it is given to participsto in tho unerring
:-Iu\'clations of the temple of nature, by his own inquiry, and indepocdent

13covery.

The nglution philesophy is based on positive facts. Nataral selection is
a positive fact. Tho laws of inhcritance and adapeation are universally
ackuowledged physiological facts, the former traccable to propagation, the
latter to the nutrition of organisms. Tho strugglo for cxistence is a
biological fact, which with wmathematical nceessity follows from the .
general disproportion between tho average number of urganio individuals,
and the numnerical excess of thoir germs.  But as adaptation and inheritance,
n tho struggle for life, are in continual interaction, it inevitably follows
that nato sclection, which every where influences, and continually
changes, organic species, must, by making use of diw:;i;enco of character,
produce new species.  Its influence is further especially favored by the
active and passive migration of crganisms which go on everywhere. If
we give these circumstances duo consideration, the continnal and gradual
moxﬁ'ﬁcation or transmutation of organic species will appear as & biological -
process, which must, according to causal law, of necessity, follow from the ;
actual nature of organisms and their mutual co-relations.

The cvolution philosophy tcaches that the whole of the organic world,
through the whole scries of tho vegelable and animal kingdoms, from the
lhichien up to mau, are all composed mainly of one sort of matter ; which,
in all cascs, oven those at the extremity of the scale, aie almost identical
in composition.  Also every living action, from tho vibrations of the cilia
of the foramnifer to tho imagination of Hamlet, or tho composition of the
Messiah, is accompanied by, aud in a sense finds an equivalent cxpression in |
the definite waste or disintegration of material tissue. :

It is no less certain that tho muscles of a horse are strained by a heavy
load, than it is that the bram of Shakespearo underwent molecular agitation,
producing definite chemical results, in the sublime effort of imagination,

Soener or later wo shall arrive at a mechanical expression of conscious-
ness, just as we bave arrived at a mechanical oquivalent of heat. By the
law of correlation of physical forces, any given amoant of force of ono kind
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weight, cte.

The cvolution philosophy traces tho development of all things, the
whole universe, from the primeval state of a nebulous fiery mist, and on
through the wholo variety of forms of matter inapimate and animate,
vepetable and animal, culminating in man. Wa can well imagine thoin. -
bfllecz of a Shakespeare or a Homer as Leing at somo timo latent in a fiery
cloud.

As regands the origin of *he mental iaoltics of animals, and more os- k
pecxallv thar specific expressions, the so-called instincts, wo muat regand |
nstincts as esseatially tho babit. of the soul, aquired by aud transmitted 1!

many generations.  Instinets are there- |
fore like all other habits, which, acconding to the laws of cumulative adap.- ¢
tation and cstablished inheritance, lead to the ongin of new functions, aud *
thus also to new forms of the organs. Here, a8 everywhere, the inter. ©
actirn between function and organ goes hand inband.  Just as the meatal

facultics of man have been acquired by the progressive adaptation of the

brain, and been fixed by continual transmission by inheritance—so the . §
stinets ¢ ammazls, which diffcr from them only in quantity, not in quality, |
have arisen by tho gradual perfecting of their mental organ, thatis they
central nervous system, hy the interactioa of adaptation and snheritance. ;-

Instiucts, as 1s well known, arc inherited, but experiences and’

new adaptations of tho animal mind aro also transmittcd by inhent- |
ance, and the {mining of domeslic animals to different mental activ. it
tiex, which wild animals aro iccapable of accomplishing, rests upon the i}
pesubility of mental adaptation.  We already know of a serics of examples &
in which such adaptations, after they had Leen trapmmitted through a suc- |
cezsion of generations, finally agpeamd as inmte instincis—and yet they 2
have only beeu aoquired from the ancestors of the animals. Inheritance
has here cansed the resolt of trainiog to bocomo instinct. The character '
stic mstiacle of sporting dogs, shf{-hcrd degs, and other demestic am.
mals and the natural instinets of wild animals, which they possess at birth, |
were n the first place acquired hy their ancestors by adaptation.  Thes &
may in this respect be cownpared to man's knowledge. & priori, which, hke i
all other knowledge, was onginally nired by our rcmote ancestors a
posteriuri, by senenous experience. 1t is evident that knowledge, 2 fxe-

terinri, arse only by long endaring, axquired adaptation of the brain cut

1 of ariginally emypirie or expericntal knowledge, a pasteriori. Tho truth of

the ductrine of silation iv proved by the well-known facts of comparatne
anatumy and embryology. - All the i;mc and gencral laws and all the com.
prehensive scrics of phenomena of bislogy can only bo explained and
undcntood by the theory of development, and cxpocally its bielogical
part tho theary of descent  And that withoot it they remain cempletedy o,
mexplicable and incmprebensible.  The internal and cavsal connectien
Letween them all proves the theory of desceut to bo the groatest inductive

law of biclogy. )
The advocates «f the evolation philosaphy natarally ask wh)lv does the *
all other ani- -

mals in successinn frem the Iowest to the highest.  Instead of, as would ¢
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{r naturally bo expeoted, having its own proper, peculiar form, why this

3 apparently nocdless, useless waste of onergy in this strayght down the
3,' ticula: process® Howcamoit about? There is only ons answer, that all
2 tho various forms of anircal life that have ever lived on tho surfaco of tho

carth havo becn evolved aut of preceding orgamisme, by a regular grada-
< tion frow the lowest orgamsem, which ongmated by spontancous genera-
" tion. up to the highest, culminating in man. It is utterly impossible to
givo any other answer or any other theoiy that will account for all the
henomena,  Arrcsted devolopment (rudimentary organs) are proofs posi-
ive of the cvolution theory, the embryo teeth and feet of whales,
embryo fect in scrpents, eyes which do not sco in fish living m rivers
nderground in the dark, the embryo and rudumentsry human tail, paps
in the huwman male, and numerous other instances of arrested dovelopment
 £{rodunentary organs).  All theso arc perfoctly consisten* with aud proofs
f evolution, but which it is impossible to account for in any other way.

In somo cases wo find theso rudimentary organs aro inconvenient, «n
\y others positively dapgerous. Scientific authorities namo many of a similar
“Rcharacter to one in man that is perfectly uscless, while it subjects the
£ posseasor to the needless danger that tho presenco of a substance no bigger
& than a cherry stone would cause instant death.

Y Professor Youmans, cditor of tho Populsr Scienco Monthly, says that

! ¥ tho fundamental doctrine of evolution 1s that the universe and all that

, 3it, nor in anything Jiko that condition.

1t contains did not como into cxistence in the condition that we now know
It iaplies that the heavens as

%_ they appear above, the carth as it exists beneath us, the hosts of living

creatures that occupy it, and humanity as wo now know it aro merely
tho final te1.us in an immense series of changes which have been brought
Jabout in the course of immeasurable time. It affirms vast changes in vast
“periods. That these changes have been according to a method, and that

3 crooked lano aad all round the square way of working. Why this par- |

—— e —— e

» this metkod has been of the anturc of an unfolding.  The essential changes !
"$of evolution have been comprehensively formulated, as from the simplo to

¢the complex, from the Lomogeneous to the heterogencous, from the general

T 3to the special. It i3 a scientific induction, that is, an idea formed after tho
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»
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“~ williovs of years ago, but Las undergone a scries of developing changes, re-

i = st a featurcless globo of fire, then bad its occans and

{ -2 facts are known, and based upon them,

That the solar system was gradually formed in the way the ncbular
lnyémthws umplics, and that its facts can be explined by that hypothesis
and no other, 18 now the general belicf of astronomers. ‘Cousisting of 150
gbodics, rovalving and circnlating, according to ono grand method, it has
ecn pointed out that thero aro no less than 370 facts concerning the dis-
ribution, form and motions of the sun and planets which are the simple
:]mcqucnccs of the nchalar hypothesis, and can be accounted for in'na

ier way.

Geology has given us a vast mass of facts and inductions which cstablish
with ccrtainty one proposition, viz, that cur planet is not what it was

sulting in the present order of things. The law of xpcciagization, the gen.
<ral being before the special, is the law of all development.  The 2g is at
fint a simplo unit, and gradually part after part of tho new structure is
evolved, that which is most fundamental :{)pc;rmg carliest, until the being
is complelo in all its outer and minor detaila.

" Tho principlo iz cxhibited in tho physical history of the globe, which was
dry land, in courso

* of time received monntaing and rivers, and finally al! those diversitics of

o
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X, --bat the groat advancing movement of

.urface which now ‘characterize it. Tha climates began with nniversal

-ropica, culmiuatmi:t lazt in tho diversitics of tho preseat day.

: Womay rematk in passing that the scienco of goology was  thrust back

. gri’loo yeara by tho onslavement of the humaa mind to tho superstition of

‘heology.

. The study of the course of orﬁ:%ic lifo npon the carth shows that it con-
orms {0 tha same great plan. o lifo of the globe a few millions of years
g0 was a very diffierent thing from what it is now Different races of
Ya.gts and animals have appeared and disappeared in - aw succession, and
-ieir remalas aro found entombed in suceessive rock formationa.

The facts are a part of goology, and have boon arrived at by the samo
roccases of observation aad induction that havo revesled the onder and
istery of the stratified systems, The courso of life upon the globe has

-onformed to a method, and that method is universally described asa pro
-r¢ss and A development. 1t shows an advanco from the simple to tho
-omples, from the gencral to the s , from tholower to tho higher. In
a0ort, it is an cvolution in the strictest senso of the word.

There was first a period of no life—the azoic age. Then ap tho
ower forms of life, vegetable and animal.  Then higher and higher kinds

-btil man, the bighest of ali, appeared last. Tho progress cvinces con-
iy, hamony, and gradation. The begioning of an ago has always
-ven 1 tho middle of 8 preceding age, and tho marks of the futurc coming
ut 1o view are prophetic of thatfatnure. Tho age of mammals was fore:

,1dowod by the appearance of mammals long before in the courso of the

vptilian age, and the age of xeptilos was prophosicd in types that lived in

10 carly carboniferous 3, -

. ' The lower forma that perish do not reappear.  No greup or apocies havo

& wVET como dnto cxistenco twice. But cvery species has como into existence

- xincident, both inspaco and time, with a pro-existing closely alliod spocics.

e crganit hfo has boen a divergence,

-0 opening out, or an ovolution, is incontestable, and in admitted by the
igheat biological authoritics. Tt iz proved by the fact that if wo 7o back

« million of yoars or 30 thera is an obrions converging of types, or tho

Jifferent kinds of animals are nearsr together in character, and as wo re-

wedo still farther into tho past the approximation bocomos still closcr.

$ ¥t

- —— . —

|

]
t

i

Tumanity is not now what it was in ages long past. During somo
scores of thousands of ycars of man's presenco upon carth an 1mmevso se-
ries of changes Lave taken place in the history of tho race. Oaly a fow
thousand yoars ago Europe was harbarous, and its inhabitauts warred and
worked with imp?emcuta of stone, socicty was rude, low, homogencous and
undoveloped. Its movement has been a'slow untolding into diversity and
spocialty. Thero has been an increase of human capabilitices, o rise in in-
telligence, an advance of merls, a growing capacity for social co-operation,
a nultiplication of arts and industrics, a  meated powcer over nature, an
cmergence of institutions, in short, evoluuwn of civilization, is 18 a
broad deduction from the facts of history, from tho facts of pre-histeric
archiwology, and it is fast takmg tho place of tho teachings of theology
that the courso of humanity has been a degeneracy, which was firmly be-
lieved until science reversed the method of studying the subject as taught
by the Bible.

Haeckel teaches tho certainty that all natural bodies which are known
to us aro animate, that the distinction wianch has boen made between
anmmato aund inazimate bodics does not exist  When a stone 18 thrown to
the air and falls to the carth, according to defimto laws, or when in a solu-
tion of salt a crystal is formed, tho phenomenais neither more nor lessa
nmechsnical mavifestation of lifo than the growth and flowenng of plants,
than the propagation of animals or the activity of their senses, than tho
perception or tho formation of thought in man.

If the objoctions which ace raised to the general doctrine of evolution
were not theologcal objections their utter childishness would be manifest
oven to the most childlike of behevers.

hlan is essentially a questioning animal concerning all phenomena that
come under lus cxperienze and observation, An answer he must bave. and
a falso ono if a true onc is not at haad. In man’s Erimeval state the only
answer ho gets to all questions 13. God madoit, God did 1t This is tho
Christiaa auswer to this very day. Butashe, “erz positive knowledgo
the results of obscrvation, expencace, aud retle .son, the answer that God
made it, God did it, grows less and less froquent.  He gots truth instead
of mythology.

arwinism marks the hegira of scienco from the idolatries of spevial cre.
ation to the purer faith of evolution. There were lately found in the mud
deposits of one of the Jakes of Gcrm:mx', in the lowest dceposit, forms of
organic lifo of tho simplest kind and of one kind enly. g(::tracing the
strata af the deposit upwand front the bottem toward the top the first sim.
ple form began to differentiato gradually and alowly, and to assame by de-
rees other forms, until at the top thero were a number of what arc called
istinct specics. .

There is evidence which is perfeetly satisfactory to competent judges
that wo have clearly learned tho actual histoneal gmcess by which tho
horse camo into existencs during tho tertiary epoch. The ovidence is
bazod en the apalogy of known developmental facta that a three-toed hip-
parion form which lived in the miocene epoch gavo rise, by the suppression
of the phalanges of tho rudimentary tocs and sme_other slight moditica-
tione, to the apparcutly onc-toed tertiary horse. Tho pedigree of tho o,
the shoep, cte., have been traced 1n the same way,

Comnarative anatemy shows us an uninterruptod succession of all pos-
siblo atages of tranmtion frem the sumplest organ to the most highly per-
fected apparatus, so that we can form a esrcuy correet wdea of the slow and
gradual formation of even such an exceedingly complox organ as the human

cye.

The iike gradual progress which we vbserve in the developmert of tho
organ during the conrso of indivadual development wust have place in the
historical onigin of the organ.

Darwin saysmany persons when contenimlating perfect organs, which ap-
}»:mcntl were purpesely invented and constructed by an ingenious creator

or a definite im se, but which in rexlity have ansen by tho aunless
action of nataral sclection, expericace dufficulticsin arriving at s rational
undcrstanding of them, which are similar to those expeniunced by the ua-
civilized tribes of nature when contemplating the Iatest complicated pro-
ductions of cn .ucering.  Savages who sco a ship of thelino or a lecomo-
tive engino for tho first time look on thoso objects as the production of a
supernatural being, and cannot anderstand how a nuan, an organism like
themselves, could have produced sach an engine.  Even tho unecducated
classes of our own raco cannot comprehend such an intneato a paratus in
its actual workings, nor can they understand its purely mechanical nature.

Tho theory of evolution applics itsclf to the solution of the greatest of
scicntific problers, that of tho creation, the coming into existence of things,
more cspecally the origin of organic forms and of man at their head.

It is here tho right as well as tho duty of free inquiry to fear no human
autherity and baldly raisc the vail from the image of tho creator, uncon-
cerned as to what nateral truth may Lo coucealed beneath,

It was a favorilo aaying of Voltaire: " Lot us suppose for tho sake of
argu-ucnt that there isno Gol. It will stili bo o to invent him,
becauso thero is no other way to account for the phanomena of nature.”
Voltaire would scarcely have said this had he lived in our day, sinco tho
evelution philesophy has shown how and 1z what manner natom possesscs
within herself the promuse and potency of all creatod things and performs
all the operatiors spoatanconsly of Lerself, and altogether without tho
moddling of the Gods.

As contrasted with other systeme, we may well adhero to that purer
ovolation philesophy- —that great conception which had dawned upen tho
patriarchs of philosaphy, which has been embalmed ia the imraortal procm
of I ncretiny, which been submenged but not drownoed in the muddy
waters of Hebrew and Christian mythelegy.
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