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‘“ And as he reasoned of rightecousness, fem-,
perance, and judgement to come, Felix trembled,
and answered, Go thy way for this time. when I
have a convenient season, I will send for thee.” '~
AcTs xx1v. 23,

‘THE Jews at Thessalonica spoke with much
ore truth than they were aware of, when, in
" diseribing the first introduction of Christianity
into Furope, they exclaimed. “ These that
have turred the wald upside down have
come hither also.”  Christianity did turn the
world upside down ; and that not before it
needed turning. Lverywhere around were
seen the tokens of spiritnal disorder: men
were judged of by telse standards, actions
were weighed in deceitful balances, laws were
framed on erroneous nrincinles, and every
thing denoted that the moral world had flown
from off s centre, or, under the action of
some strange disturbances, had travelled far
out of its appoiuted orbit. The time was
some; therefore, when it was needful that a
chage should pass over the spirits of men;
that thete should be, not a revolution of
thought alone, but a recasting of language.
Moral gualities were losing all their distinct-
ness, by being called out of their proper
names s eieh delighted “ to call evil good, and
to call good evil 5 to put darkness for light,
and light for darkness$ to put bitter for
sweet, and to put sweet for bitter.”

But Christianity gave mankind a new voc-
abulary, taught tem the right use of lan-
guage, and mwade words to become (what
‘they could scarcely hate said to have been
before) the true representatives of thoughts
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and things. No purpose, efther in polities
or morals, secms to be answered by such con-
ventions, as that a great general should or-
dinarily mean a great curse; that the most
terrific scourge which can afflict hum:mixyy
should e discribed as the glory of a nation's
arms ¢ that we should call a man high spirited,.
when we mean to say he is resentful  or pro-
claim him destitute of spirit, because he aims
to recemble the meek and lowly Jesus. De-
lusions tike these, however, never want either
for advoentes among tenchers, or partisans
among the taught. In every age there aro
to be found those who would ** say to the
seers, see not, and to the prophets, prophesy
not unto us right things; speak unto ns
smooth things, prophesy deceits;” and, on
the other hand, there have rarely been want-
ing prophets, who, in compliance wit! such
infatuated request, have been willing to pro-
phesy their people into smooth destraction,
and have been careful only that they should
die an easy death,

Not 80, however, the great apostie of the
Gentiles; he would be a prophet in chains.
and, before those *in high places,” was bold
to denounce ¢ epiritual wickedness.” He
would neither prophesy deceits to obtain his
own deliverance, nor smooth things to con-
ciliate his judge. e was one of those who
was to “ tam the world upside down,” and,
therefore, was only pursuing his vocation
when he turned a judgment-halt into a sano-
tuary, and made a pulpit of the prisoner’s bar;
shewing how the accused might arraign bis
judge, and the judge be made %o to tremble
on his own tribunal, that he was glad to wave
the man of chains away saying, * Go thy way



s THE MONTNLY RECPRD OF
for this time ; when T have o tonvenient sea-
son I will send for thee.”

T'he text presents to us two points for con-
sideration : first, the topics of discourse selec-
ted by the apostle ; and, then. the PRACTICAL
EFFECT of the discourse on the mind of his
principal hearer.

I In considering the ToOPICS OF DISCOURSE
selected by the apostle, you will bear in mind
the peculiar circumstances of his two princis
pal hearers, Felix and Drusilla. 'The former
as you remember, was originally a slave of
the Bmperor Nero 5 but, being raised to the
dignity of procurator of Judwes, he exercised !
the imperial functions with such a mercenary
soul, and by such apen unfaivness disgraced
his judical administration, that he compelied
the Jews at last to petition for his removal,
‘The other principal heaver, Drusilla, was the
wife of an insignificant heathen king, who was
then living, and who, after the most painful
racrifices to obtain her hand, found himself
hasely supplanted by his more powerful neigh-
bot, the procurator of Judica ®*  Such were
the apostle’s audsiors: a ruler hated for his
injustice, a woman enthroned in unblushing
ain ; and yet buth evineing a strange and cu-
rious anxiety to hear this - ambassador in
bonds” discourse  concerning the faith in
Christ,”

And now observe with what holy skill this
“workman that nesded not to be ashamed”)
proceeded to ** divide u.- word of truth.”
"The first thing that cannot fail to bebserved !

. is, that he does not direct his reproofs against
what he knew to be the vices of his noble
heavers, but that he is wholly taken up in ex-
patiating on the blessedness of the contrary
virtues. 1t was from no want of faithfulness
1o the terms of his high commission, ¢ boldly
to rebuke vice,” that the apostle did not
urcuse the moral indignation of the assembled
courtiers, by one of thuse graphic delineations
of character which sometimes gave to his pic-
tures the attributes and vividuess of things of
Jife. ZEasily could his vust mental resources
have evoked a spectre of tyranny, of which
the living counterpart sat before him,—of an
oppressor, seated on a purchased throne, ru-
Hing with a rod of iron, and pampering his
mean soul, from day to day with the wages
of unrighteousness.” We should then have
seen the pale wrath gathering on the mon-
ster’s brow. and revenge choking all his pow-
ers of utterance, as he sunk under the with-
ering details of the hireling crying out for his

_defrauded wages, arnd the widow suing
for her alieniated portion, and the orphan,
with no advocate but his miseries, and no
weapon but bis tears, pouring forth his disre-
garded suit to a Father that dwelt in heaven.
But this holy preacher acted upon the spirit
of his Master, and therefore resolved o prove
that, though he hated the sin muck, yet he
loved the sinner more; that if, he kindled

I

* Josephus, 1ib. xx. ¢. 1.
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coals of fire, it waa*not to consume, hut to
melt, to soften, to fuse into a mould of peni-
tential humbleness the iron soul of the trans-
gressor ; and, for this end, he knew how worse
than useless would be any irritating exhibi-
tions of those judicial frands, the ery of which
tud g0 Jong and so loudly entered into the
ears of the Lord of Subboath. He adopted,
therefore, the wiser, and, as the event proved,
the more effectual course of reasoning on to-
pics, which, while they disarmed his hearers
of all hostility ugninst himself, would yet
pierce, even to the dividing asunder of soul
and spirit, the guilty pair before whom he had
been desired to preach.

Accordingly he opened his discourse by rea-
soning in favor of righteousness ; taking that
term first, perhaps, in its most comprehensive
meaning, as denoting moral rectitude, or
whatsoever is due either to God or man. Al
iirreligion is essentially unjust, as withholding
from God his rightlul due in the affections of
our hearts, and in the obedience of our lives,
It involves. also a want of rectitude to our
te'lowmen, in the violation of the claims of
justice and benevolence. But, more particu-
larly, and puintedly, he would reason of right-
eousness in & public magistrate; of the bene-
fits to a nation, of the acceplableness to God,
of the calm satisfaction to a judge’s own mind
when, unawed by thieats, and inaccessible -to
a bribe, he weighed all causes in an even bal.
ance, and ruled his people in the fear of God :
and thus he would show this imperial favorite
how he might have that which would be far
more ornameatal than his purple, and raise
him much higher than his throne; that the
noblest kingdom was the empire over the
hearts of his subjects, and a people’s love the
brightest jewel in his crown!

By the same spirit was the apostle influen-
ced in the selection of his second topic of dis~
course., He reasoned of lemperance ; of the
Labit of seli-control, of the blessedness of
keeping all our appetites under a holy and
self-denying restraiat, and of the moral bene-
fits to a nation, when those who sat in high
places threw a fresh lustre over their dignities
by their unblemished purity of ifg. The oe-
casion had not been unfit for the preacher 10
have discoursed of the griefs of an injured
husband, basely supplanted in his affections,
his house left unto him desolate, and his wife
polluting God’s holy altar, that she might
bind round her dishonored brow the diadem
of borrowed loyalty. But the apostle knew,
that, though this might be the best way to
arouse the passions, it was the worst way to
win the heart. He chose, therefore, to en-
large on that wise and beautiful subordina-
tion of the natural affections, described in
Seripture as temperance, which makes up-the
spiritual harmony of the soul, which is the es-
sence of all gospel liberty, which lays the
foundation for a holy life, and thus educates
the soul for a future companionship with God.
“ Lord, who is he that shall ascend unto thy
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holy hill? even he that hath clean hands and
a pure heart, and that hath not lift up his
eyes untv vanity, ror sworp to deceive his
neighbor.”  Without holiness, therefore, no
wan, either here or hereafter, shall see the
Tord. Not here; for it is not more true that
God is of too pure eyes to Jook upen iniquity
thau that iniquity is of too weak eyes to Jook
upon God. *I heard thy voice in the gar-
den,” said Adam, “and I hid myself for T was
wfraid +” the wicked cannot hide their sins
amidst the trees of the garden, but they will|
try to hide themselves.  Not hereafter; for,
to be able to see Ged, to pierce through the |
dim opaque of nature and of sense, to pene- |
trate, with eagle vision, the regions of life un-
approachable, is a privilege whieh Goud hath
veserved exclusively for those who are * wash-
ed from their filthiness.” ¢ Blessed are the
pure in heart, for they shall see God.”

But the apostle proceeds 1o a third topic,
the consideration of the time when our shser-
vance or neglect of these duties of righteous-
ness and temperance should be brought un-
der the immediate cognizance of lieaven;
when Felix shall be as Paul, and the judge
shall stand by bis prisoner, and both ‘must
put in their pleas in answer to what the God
of heaven shall luy to their ¢harge. He rea-
soned of * judgment o come.” 1lere was a
new theme 1o Felix : of some judgments he
knew enough, and of the practice of some
Jadges too; how bribes might buy them, and
artifice deceive them, and a cunning rhetoric
blind them, and the fear of man turn them
aside.  But this was a judgment where each
man would be his own accuser ; where advo-
cater would be placed on their own trial;
where all hribes will have been left on this
side of the grave, and where all subterfuges
will be unmasked before the full light of hea-
ven,

In sume respects, this would be a now
theme to Drusilla also: she was a Jewess, and
was curious (o hear what the apostle would
say about Christ; and, in substance, the
apostle’s answer to her would be, ¢ He whom
vour nation have taken, and by wicked hands
have crucifiec and slain, is now exalted at the
vight hand of power, wielding over the spirits
of men the sceptre of universal empire, put-
ting forth the energios of his deity to save |
contrite and believing souls, but whetting
his two-edged sword for the destruction of the
impenitent and the sinner. Judge not by
what vour eyves have seen or your ears have
head; he who departed in weakness shall
1eturn in power; he who died in dishonor
shall appear in glory; he who was kd as a
lamb to the slaughter shall return like a Jion
Jor the slaughter. He came the first time tc
seek and to save; he will come the second
time to find and to destroy. Once, it was
enough that he should he seen by the travel-
ler who rested at the un, or by tle wise men
who came from far with gifis; but then he
shall Le scen by ‘every eye, by men from
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their emptied graves, and by angels from
their forsaken threnes. ‘Then shudl all kin-
dreds wail, ns they witness the commencing
pomp of judgment; as the trunp’s shnll
blast announces the sealed up book of time;
as, above the world's ashes. there rises a
great white throne, and as before it are arrny-
ed, in ranks small and great, the throngs of
congregated dead. And then the angels,
those ministers that do the judge's pleasure
shall bring forth the books of heaven. First,
they snall unolasp the volume of the Book of
Life, unloose all its seven seals, and read out
aloud the names of the redeemed of God.
And then another book shall be opened ; the
Baok of the Disine Remembrance, the diary
of conscience while it was allowed to speak,
hut kept up by angels when its sacred tongue
could speak uo wmore, Strange, passing
strange, will be the soul's meeting with its
old assooiates ; sing, of which there may re-
main no niore trace within us than of a foot-
print washed by the returning tide, will rise
up before us in overwhelming and terrific ag-
gregate: our own tongue must confess them,
our own hands must subscribe the registry ;
thus setting the seal to the unerring faithful-
ness of those things which were written intho
books."”

Bretliren, how liule do we realise this
thought of the future judgment as perpetua-
ting, in all their breath and vividness, the
cuaracters of once-committed sin. Offences
which we write on sand are transeribed by
angels on 1o a table of everlasting marble ;
tirants may write in faint characters their
wmotning wrongs, and leave them to be wash-
ed away by the dark tide of their evening
wuilt; but theredars no such obliterating tides
in heaven; all that we think, say, intend, ov
do, is there ¢ graven with an jrou pen, and
with lead in the roek forevor.” In God's
hook not only are “all our members written,”
but the sins of those members too : the eye
in its wantouness, the tongue in its deceit, the
hand wi.h its briles, the heart with its im~
pure and unholy thoughts, the ear turning
daaf to the poor mau’s call, and the feet in
their swiftness to shed innocent blood.  Yeau,
euen the blank leaves in this book shall con-
tribute to our everlasting undoing : duties not
dane, warnings not regarded, opportunities
not cultivated, and holy convictions not frl-
lowed up, and improved, and deepened, wi'l
appear as withesses against us, amd supply
lashes for that final scourge wnich shal) drive
the impenitent soul from the everlasting pre<
sence of God.

11. But we must proeeed to the vther divi-
sion of our suhjeet, The PRACTICAL xPrecr
of the discourse on the mind of ils principul
hearer ; and the imporiant lessons to be ga-~
thered from the conduct and lunguage of Fe-~
lLiz. At the end of the discourse, Felix trem-
bled, and answered, ¢ Go thy way for this
time ; when I have a convenient sezson, I
will call for thee.,” Felix trembled! What
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a striking testimony have wehere to the pow-
er of conscience; to the yet undethroned au-
thority of heaven's viceroy in the human soul ;|
to the difficulty of effacing the characters of
that inward decalogue, in whose broken ta- |
bies nature still reads her law, and the hea- |

THE MONTHLY RECORD OF THE CIIURCII O SCOTIAND

come subject from our thoughts. “ The most
obvious of the powers which the mind pos-
sesses over the train of its thougats,” says an
eminent authority, “is its power of singling
out any one of them at pleasure; of detaining
it; of making it a particular object of atten-

then finds himself “ without excuse:” and, | tion;” * and, for the cailing into exercise of
until it is searcd over by the hot iron of har. | this power, there is no readier or more effec-
dening and unrepented sin, or until its fine | tive way than that vesorted to by the guilty
edge is blunted by a course of oft-resisted | Felix: namely, by the forced dismissal of
and despised comvictivng, will cunsciense con- | every external assnciation, by which the suc-
tinue to prosper in that whereunto God hath | cession of disagreeahle thoughts dould be kept
sent jt.  In the soul's deep s olitude it will j up; or by surrounding ourselves with other
hiold its court : itself the giver of the law ; it- | outward objects, which should divert these

self the witness to its trausgression ; itself the
judge to sentence ; itself the executioner to
avenge; all as if in mute rehearsal of that
deeper tragedy, where, on the high platform
of heaven’s judicature, both quick and dead )
must stand,

Thus was it in the busom of Felix. "Tor-
pid and tance-like had Heaven’s messenger
Yeen lying in the lap of sin; but, at the
sound of Paal’s vuice, she proved she was not
dead, but sleeping ;" orftelling him, in her stif- |
led utierances, to hear the anticipative ver- |
dict of & julgment vet to come 5 and, instants |
Iv the governor forgot his dignity as much as
the prisoner forgot his chains.  The two par-
tice appeared. for the mument, to have chang-
ed places 3 ennscience having made a coward
of the judge, and truth having invested ihe
captive witn more majesty than the purple.
And why, we may ask, did not the genuine
conversien of the governor eusue upon this ?
'The reasoning of the apostle had convinced
his understanding, and had both awakened
and alarmed bis conscieuce ; wherefore did it
not penetrate further, into,the inuer chamber
of the heart ?  Without controversy, this is
the natural tendency of deep spiritual convie-
tions 3 Jeft to jtsolf, truth would as assuredly
issue in the dividing asunder of soul and spi-
rit, as water, unobstructed, woald run down
the mountain’s side, But we may oppose a
foree to this spiritual gravitatioa ; the Spirit
of Gad will work powerfully 1eith us, but it
will not always work irresistibly against us ;
und, therefore, if, after a wman has had the
eves of his understanding opened, and the
powers of his moral sense awakened, he
should still resolve, like Felix, to say to every
message addressed to his soul, * Go thy way
fur this time,” with sorrowful steps and slow
will the insulted Spirit retire from his heart,
Teaving ennscience 1o return to its stupor, and
the understanding to close §ts eves again, |

Aud, here, let us not lose ourselves in any |

metaphysical subtleties, as 1o where the con-

thoughts inte u different chanvel.  The con.
duct of Felix, therefore, is intelligible enough
with the sermon in his ears, and with the
preacher hefore his eyes, and having seated
at his side the shameless partner of his erimes,

| he could thiuk of nothing but * righteousness,

temperance, and judgment to come.” Con-
science seemed to owe all its power to the
presenge of e anastle ; and, so long as Paul
was allowed to Jach him with * whips,” would
conscience have the power to scourge his soul
with seorpions.”” +  T'o hreak the chain, there-
fore, 1o stop the succession of painfnl thoughts,
he resolves on an immediate dismissal of the
preacher, saying, * Go thy way for this time ;
when I have a convenient season, 1 will call
tor thee.”

But the most important of the practical les-
sons to be gathered from this history remaius
to be considered : namely, the strange infatu-
ation of unconverted men, jn supposing that,
though they trifle with conviction for the pre-
sen, a time will yet come, when they shall be
better prepared o yield to them, “ When 1
have a convenient season, I will call for thee,’
The great fullacy of life seems 1o be a persua-
sion, that, having for a given part of our days
run in the way of the ungadly, we shall after-
wards be able to retrace our steps, and, with
the speed of thought, find ourselves in the
ways of Gad.  All consicerations of time, ha-
bit, diminished strength, and coutracted in-
sensibility to religious impressious, are over-
looked ; whilst the soul yields itself 10 the
fascinations of delay, pledges the future u
noble and high resolves, and sees facilities for
duty in some distant morrow, which it thinks
are wholly wanting while it is called to-day.”
In vain does reason urge, that, if we find it
hard to put out the first spark of sin, we shall
find it harder still to extinguish the raging
flame ; that, if we cannot pluck up sin when
itis a green twig, it will be in vain to ury
when custom has given it the strength of a
sturdy tree : spell-bound and reason-proof, we

suraining energy of the Spirit terminates, and | resolve that it is better to * contend with

the permitted exercise of the human will be-
gins.  Philosophy cannot tell us any thing
nore than cur consciousness ; and, if 1t could
tell us any thing contrary to it, we shoun)d
puuse before we received it: and this con-
sciousness tells us, that we have it in our pow-

#r ajmost at any time to dismiss an unwel- |

horses,” than let * the footmen” weary us;
and that, though, at this time, we faiut in the

& Stewart’s Philososhy of the Mind, p. 298,
+ My conscience hath a thousand several
tongues,
And every tongue brings in a several tale.”
SHAKSPRARE-



land of peace, yet, only give us a convenient
season, and we will breast even * the swell-
ings of Jordan,”

In our remaining remaiks, therefore, we
would be considered as endeavoring to prove
the utter improbability, both from the consti-
tution of the human mind, and from the les-
sons of human expeticence, that to any peirson
postponing the work of repentance to a more
eonvenient seison, such season should ever
eome. We are not about to dig for such an
une an early & ave, nor to introduce the con-
tingoney, that, suddenly and unlooked for,
may the lust foeman come.  But, on the con-
trary, even supposing him to have a speeial
indemnity aguiust both these evils: that in
his right hand, were a charter, securing to him
length of days, and, in his left, a promise that
he should die s gradually aud as slowly as
the sun when sinking into his *¢ golden rest;”
we still affirm that there is the highest human
probability that he never will repent, if he
systematically despise warnings and convie-
tions now. We all know that there are cer-
tain things which are inseparable from a siate
of reconciliation and acceptance with the Al-
mighty God; that there are tiuths to be
learned, enmities to be rooted up, habits to
be formed, dispositions to be cherished, and
that, till all this be done, we can neither die
happily, nor rise unhlameably.

Not, however, to amplify too largely on the
parts of the saintly life, let us confine our rea-
sonings to two obvious requisites : the ILLU-
MINATION of the mind, and the SaNCTIFICA-
TION of the heart; the way of holiness under-
stood, and the habit of holiness formed ; the
light which shows heaven o us, and the grace
which prepares us for heaven. Now, first,
what is the hope, that in old age, (the conve-
nient season for all procrastinators,) onr pow-
er of apprehending spiritual trath will be as
keen and vigorous as we should find it now ¥
‘That we do not select old age as the time for
learning the rudiments of a language. rLor
employ its impaired faculiies in acquiring new
principles of science, arises from the consci-
ousness that our powers of intriligence become
weakened as the frame with which it is uniwed
hecomes enfeebled or decayed.  We have rea-
son to helieve that the brain is the material
medium through which the mind acts: that
is, that certain altcred states of the material

substance are connected with certain altered l

states of the sentient n.ind ; and this appears
to be an ultimate fact of our nature, which,
from the waut of homogeneousness 1 the sub-
stances affected, we consider to be incapaile
of further analysis. Unexplained itself, how-
ever, this mystery may, perhaps, explain other
mysteries; it may explain wherefore aged
persons have such difficulty in receiving new
impressions, especially when, in order to
their reception, they ‘must displace others,
which they had admitted and cherished long
before: for it is at least possible, that the
substance, with which the thinking mind s
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united, oheving the law of uther substances in
the human system, may acquire, by long
wrowth ftnd use, a settled habit or form, which
the impaired cuergy of old age renders it not
easy ta disturh,  Hencee, perhaps, in part, that
practical difficulty which mimisters ot the goa-
pel so constantly meet with, when called to
converse with an aged man, for the fivst time,
on the things which belong unto his peace.
They find that opimons, which have heen tha
growtn, perhaps, of an ordinary life, have en-
tirely puossessed themselves of his mind ; alikse
indisposing him either fur nalearning what is
false, or for acquiring a knowledge of that
which is true: so that, in however many
lights they may place the gospel-way of s1i-
vation, his mind does not readhily embrace ir,
hecause alrendy pre-engaged with some other
way. ‘The doctrine of u siuner’s aceeprance
threugh fuith in the blood of Cheist, is like a
new lunguage to hin; his understanding ap-
preciates not the necessity of such a doctrine ;
and, when taken in connection with that
changed state of his moral aftections required
by the gospel, his heart is unwitling to sub-
mit to it: so that, at every pause in our ex-
hertatiun 10 him to stay his soul on the Sa-
vior's righteousness, some expression falls
from his lips evincing a continued dependence
on his own,

But, brethren, if it be a hard thing merely
to instruct the hoary head in the way of
righteousness  if every year of Jelaved con-
version lessens our capucity even to compre-
hend God's method of pardoniag ard restor-
ing sinners 3 how immeasurably more difficubt
shall we find it to fulfil that other require-
ment of heaven, the saNcriricarioy of the
heart ! to plant, in this overrun and howling
waste, the seeds of that holiness, without
which no man shall see the Lord ! For in
order to this, we have not oniv 1o expel the
love of the world, to break the associated
chain of past enjuyments, to undo aii, as all
had never heen s but we have to form w new
habit in the soul, to make evervthing vield to
the pouner of a vew affection, and to bind
every disubedient and tiaitorous thonght in
sweet captivity to the will of God. But
would either reason or experience teach us
that this can be an ensy tash 2 Do we not
all know the moral force of habit? that mys-
terious suggestive faculty, whereby our ac-
tions, whether good or evil, reproduce and
perpetuate thewselves ; till, at lust, they be-
come as integral portions of our moral being,
and lord it over our souls with the tyranny of
a second nature. Indeed, to estimate, in
some degree, the difficulty of effecting areve-
lution such as that supposed by gospel-sanc-
tification, it is only needful to single out any
one from the prevalent habits and disposi-
tions of life, and 1o count the time and cost
of changing it for another, which should bu
opposite. Let the clenched hand of parsi-
mony learn to practise a liberal and enlarged
munificence; let the boaster of high degree
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tirn & contemptuous eye on all the relien of ; the in-rushing current of worldly thouphta,
snceatral pride; and we may then imagine ! and giving n tacit promise to our consciences
haw hard it is for thote habit-dyed Ethiopi-|to call for those holy convictions at sems
aas to change their skins, or these sin-marked ! more canvenient season, But, how know we
deapards to efface their spots! i that these consictions will come when e
‘The srobabili'y, therefere, that & postponed ! call them ? - Wnere is our warrant for suppos-
repentance will ‘ever he an effectual or sin- | ing that the Holy Spirit witl bide our time ;
core repentance, may be sut to an easy test. ! will tarry our eonvenience ; will wait the day
I, in o dying hour; if. in the day of the | when we, having nothing else to vceupy us,
sind’s feehleness, and decay, and waste; if, | will permit him to rekindle his quenched
ta a brief remnam, cat off from a life of i flame, and to repeat the warnings which we
worliliness, or sleep, or sin, the soul can i neglected  or despised before?  Surely, all
cevoke into existence a new order ot affec- ' experience would look the other way; would
tions, and, in the twinkling of an eve, put on | tench, that convictions lose their power when:
its dress for heaven; we need movalise no | they ose their freshness. Felix, we are told,
fongar on the perils of spiritual delay ; we ! heard Panl preach many times afterwards ;
may let conscience sleep on in the lap of the * but we do not find that he ever TRENBLED af-
wreat thief of time, saving, for this time, let | ter the first.
us * eat and drink,” and heveafter we can re- 1 Tastly, how great is the affront to Gad, of
pent aud die.  Dut if, nn the contrary, world- ¢ this intention to yield to religious convietions
Iy habits sirike root Jdownwards, the more | heveafter!  To delav our preparation for
they bear fruit apwards; if sauctification de- | heaven is not a foolish thing only, not a dan-
mands that every aucient idol fall und be | gerons thing anly ; it is & profane, a wicked,
crashed before the ark f God 5 and if time, if * 4« God-dishonoring thing.  We cannot pur-
lahor, i€ haly and persevering eflort, be need- 1 pose 1o amend our lives to-morrow without
vd 10 educate immortal spirits for the skies; | also purposing to insult God to-day. ‘T'o tell
then, wae ever folly like nis folly, who, with ! God that we mean to repent next year, is to
a cousiction tnat his soul is at this mement ! tell him that we do not mean to repent be-

Iving under the wrath of God, would say to !
the messenger of heaven, whoever he may be,
“Go thy way for this time; when I have a
eonvenient season, I will eall for thee ®”

Neither are the results of experience, as eol-
iected from those who are in the habit of at- 1
tending the closing scenes of life, at all oppo- !
sed to the conclusion of antecedent reasou- |
ing. Physicians coueur with Divines in at-!
testing, that men, for the most part, die as:
they live, and that the exhaustion of nature's
strength alone frequently incapacitates them
for any essentizl change iu the state and af-
fections of the mind. “[hus, those who live|
the life of the unrigeteous, die the death of!
the unrighteous ulso; the power of unbel’ef
is as victorious in the dying hour, as in the
hours of health; sin, the world, and the de-
vilghall their victims in strong  delusion 1o
the last ; and that Savieur, who, through life,
had heen regarded as “a root out of a dry!
ground,” appears, eveu in death, to be desii-
tute of all * foim and comeliness.”

Tet us conclude with one ur two practical !
reflactions :—First, how great is the danger !
of resisting religious convictions ! of wrning
u deaf ear to language, which, by irs effects
on our minds, ia discerned to be the voice of
God! Itis not needful that we should have
a Faul preaching before us, or a Drusilla
«eated heside us, 10 order that words uttered
in the sanctuary should eppear to have been
a0 expressly written for us, to have come
home to our consciences with se much of
closeness and of power, that, alteough we
<ould not send the preacher away. we were but
100 willing to be sent uway by the prencher;
hailing with gladness the breaking up of the
solemn assembly, weicoming with vagerness
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fore. We may keep our resolution, or we
may not keep it but the mere forming of it
implies that, until the time specified mirives,
we iutend to go on sinning still, to make more
work for his pardoning merey in the interim ;
cutting out, as it were, & apace from the term
of our moral probation, and bargaining with
high heaven for an indulgence for prospec-
tive sin.

Hear we, then, the conclusion of the whole
matter, which we fairly sum up, in a single
sentence, thus: that REPENTANCE DELAYED
1S MERCY TRIFLED WITH. and A HOLY LIPW
INTENDED ONLY, IS LIFE ETERNAL Lost.  To
say 1o any reiigious conviction, * Go thy way
for this time,” is to degrade reason, to injure
the soul. 1o disparage t eaven,to dishonor God.
1t is as if we designed to give God the worst
of our days, and speed on selt and sin the
best; to reserve a lamb of the first year for
the world, and to bring to the Lord only the
maimed and the biind : it is ta offer at the

tshrine of the evil one onur manhood, our vi-

gor, our freshness, our strength; and to lay
on the altar of the God of heaven an offering
of disease, decay, old age, and mental feeble-
uess.  God grant that we may bring no more
of the vain oblations ; but now, in the accept-
ed time, now, in our convenient season, may
“offer an offering in righteousness, and call
upon the name of the Lord I Amen.

0~

The Worse the Better,
THis s 2 imrndox, the universal truth of
which I would, of course, by no means ven-
ture to affirm ; but I think that, within rather
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wide limits, it will be found correct.
we contemplate either the ills which we are
compelled individually to endure, or those
hy which society at large is affiicted, we feel
taat we need all the encouragement and con-
solation that can be derived from any and
from every source . and [ think that the max-
im, “ the worse the hetter,” is capable of af-
fording us some relief under a variety of an-
noying, troublesome aud painful ciccumstan.
cex

Few of us, I suppose, are very partial to a
severe winter. Such & season is, to multi-

tudes, & source of great distiess; thousands
| year before the fire the Plague destroyed

of working men are thrown out of employ-
ment ; the price of conlx 1ises; ponr people
are half-starved ; the number of applicants for
parochial relief ie augmented; old persons
are cut off ; weakly and consumptive persons
cannot stand before the cold 5 sheep are buri-
ed in the snow ; the tires of raitway carriage-
wheels snap ; aud not a few bones are hroken
by falls upon the icy streets. It would be
very casy to show that a good many evils at-
tend a severe winter. But, on the other
hand, an old proverb reminds us that <a
green Yule makes a fat kirk-yard.” ‘This may
not he quite correct; possibly a severe win-
ter is more fatal than 2 mild cne; still many
of us do feel invigoratod by a sharp, cold
season; where there really is robust health,
such a winter geems ta be of great savvice,
And, whatever be the effects of a severe win-
ter upon tile human constitution, it is gene-
sally believed that, unless it be very severe
indeed, it has a good effect upon the land—

“Xf the grass grows in Janivecr,
It grows the worse for’t all the year."”

1f, however, the physician can prove that a se-
vere winter is detrimental to the public health,
and the agriculturalist can show that it is ir.
jurious to his operations, 1 will nevertheless
«draw this consolation from such a season, viz.,
that it makes the spring ali the more wel-
come. It strikes me that the inhabitauts of
tropical countries have not much in their cli-
mate whereof to glory over us, Ifthey know
nothing of the severity of the winter, it isim-
possible for them te experience the exquisite
enjoyment which thrills our hearts when we
can say—* Lo, the winter is past; the
flowers #%pear on the earth, and the time of
the siug.ag of birdsis come.” Aund so our
paradox, ¢ the worse the better,” may help to
cheer us in the cold wintry weather.
Sometimes this paradox is ¢{rue of great
public calamities. The fire of London, in the
year 1666, burned down five-sixths of the city,
covered with ruing a space more than a mile
long and half 2 mile broad, and destroyed
property worth from ten to twelve millions
sterling. To many individuals. that catastro-
phe was commereiat destruction ; but it is
now tolerably clear thut no piece of good-for-
tune tnat ever gladdened the hearts of the ci-
tizeny was of so great 21d valuable service as

When | that furious fire,

l
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The city was soon rebuilt,
not exactly in the best style possible, bus in »
style that.was a great improventent upon the
previous state of things; the streets were not
made wide enough, but they were made wider
than they had been hefore ; and instead of the
mean and wretched hovels of lath-and-plas.
ter, which nad been such ready fuel for the
flames, substantial houses of brick were erect-
ed, which rendered the oceurrence of anything
like 8o great a calumity all but impossible,
But this was not the only advantage; the ci-
ty, as reconstructed, was much more healthy
than it had ever been before. In the very

uearly one-third of the inhabitants ; from that
time until the present day .the Ylague has
been all but unknown in London. Had no
such conflagration oceurred, it is difficult 1o
imagine how a grea: and thorough improve-
ment of the metropolis would ever have been
effected ; and had the fire been confined to
a small area no large im provement could have
resulted. The fact is, that the great fire of
1666, was just exactly what London wanted
to save it from hecoming the most inconve-
nient and most pestilental city in Ruvope, if
not in the world.

And what the great fire did for London,
cholera has done for many other towns. This
frightful malady has been a very useful teach-
er. In many of the places that were almost
decimated by it we have learned to adapt sa-
nitary measures, and so have considerably
raised the value of life, and prolonged its ave-
rage duration, If the cholera had not been
severe, and the deaths from it frightfully sud-.
den, as well as very numerous, we should have
gone on temporizing and dawdling, thinking
about expenses, and no great reform would
ever have heen attempted ; the streets would
have remained imperfectly sewered, or not
sewered at all ; houses would still have been
crowded with people from the cellar to the
garret.  Happily the cholera struck hard, and
struck people of every elass, and thus thor-
oughly frightened us, and compelled us to
make our towns more cleanly. ‘The work is
not effectually done yet, and therefore it will-
not be a matter gready to be deplored if cho-
lera, or some ather pestilence, should aguin
give us the admonitition that we need, and
teach us once nmore that ¢ cleanliness is next
to godliness.” .

I'do nct know but that even to & railway
accident we might apply this paradox, and-
say, “ the worse it is the better.,” On the
thousands of miles of railway in Great Bri-
tain, a fatal accident is unhappily a very com-
mon occurrence ; and accidents on agsmall
scale: though in the agg.egate, fatal to lorge
numbers, do not attract much attention. But
if 2 severe collision or break-down teok place
involving the deahs of two or three hundred
persons, then the public feeling would be so
mightily aroused that inquiries would be sti
malated to the mos. 2xtraordinery exertions
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to make railway travelling as sale as it is ex-
peditious.  The wmore severely the necessity
for increased security is felt, the move likely
are those inventions which will produce it to
#e forthcoming.

Of many a political izjustice and abuse, we
may say, “the worse the better,” Things
must, generally, become very bad indeed be-
fore anything is likely’ to be done to core
them. It was the Old Sarums that stirred
us up to Reform ; and it is, to a great extent,
the fact that there are no Old Sarums now,
that renders it impossible, at all evems difti-
cult, to get up a Reform agitation at the pre-
sent time.  Small grievances people will en-
dure, without much impatience, from one gen-
eration to another; hut get a grievance that
is a grievance indeed, and then see how things
will go! Had the Stuaris been a little more
moderate than they were, they might have re-
tained the throne, and prolonged, for some
time at least, much of their despotic power.
Happily they bad not goad sense enough to
temper their administration with mildness ;
happily James 11. was a thorough-going ty-
rant, and to that prince’s bud qualities, as
much perhaps as to the virtues of the Prince
of Orange, we owe the Revolution of 1688,
Indeed, as coufirmatory of the paradox which
1 am engeavorfug to illustrate, history reveals
cases of which it must be said—'** the bettar
the worse.” ¢ Evil for evil,” saya John Stu-
art Mill, in his Considerations on Represen-
tative Government,—* a good despotism in
a country at all advanced in awvilisation is
more noxious than a bad one; for it is far
more relaxing and enervating to the thoughts
feelings, and energies of the people. T'he
despotism of Augustus prepared the Romuns
for the despotism of Tiberius. If the whole
tone of their character had not been prostra-
ted by nearly two generations of that mild
slavery, they would probably have had spirit
enough left to rzbel against the mere odious
aue.”

Our paradox is illustrated by the Protes-
tan Reformation. It seems far from impro-
bable that if the Church of Rome had mani-
fested common prudence, if it had checked
the multiplication of superstitious rites, if it
had not been quite so barefaced in the sale of
Indulgences, if its priests and monks had, as
arule, led chaste and sober lives, and if it
had deait mildly and reasonably with heretics,
it might have retained its authosity and in-
Hluence longer than it did. Not for a small
mwatter would whole nations have left its com-
wmunion ; not under a light and easy voke
would they have proved restive and unman-
ageublgy But the Papacy was infatuated ; it
scouted the idea of moderation it set at defi-
anee common sense by its superstitions, com-
man decency by its licentiousness, common
humanity by cruelties; and so the Reformers
found a sympathizing audience, and the Re-
formation was achieved. Sometimes the last
feather breaks the camel’s back; but some-
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times it causes the top-heavy load to tumble
over, and so the camel is relieved.

I think that our motte is also upplicable to
infidelity. If wo are wo have infidelity at all,
I give my vote for a tbrough-gning, out-nnd-
out infidel ty, that halts aet in its march un-
til it reaches absolute scepticism; untal i
doubts evervihing, denies everything, and
can gono further.  As lang as infidelity pars
a dubions respect to Seripture, expresses i
adwiration of the character of Christ, exhorta
men to follow Lis example, argues for the im.
mortality of the soul, and maintaius a theistio
belief, so long it is a rather formidable foe to
vital Christinnity.  appily, however, it ean-
not, with any show of consistency, act in this
moderate manner. ‘The Scriptures demand
that they be received as the Word of Gud, or
repudiated as the fabricution of wilful impos-
tors ; the character of Christ can be respected
only as long as he is rerognised as the Son of
God and the Savicur of men; his death can-
not be resolved into & mere martyrdom, nor
)nis life into a mere example; he is what he

professes himself to be,—a Divite Redeemer
of men. or he is a person convicted of digho-
nesty and most shameinl untratnfulness, In-
fidelity, if true to itself, must give up evers
great principle of religion; it must ?ead us
down from one depth of darkness to another,
untd it leaves us nothing tv believe in.
“ The worse the better;” for from such a state
of dark, cold, absolule negation, the human
soul instinctively recoils with horror.  There-
fore, it seems to me that in whu. is called
Secularism there is not much that should give
uneasiness to the friends of Chiistian truth.
Tts hold avowal that we know nothing, and
can know nothing, and need to kuow nothing
of a future state, is very startling ; but by alt
means let it make this avowal; let it tell men
that death is the fiual extinetion of conscious
heing, that there is nothing to fear, nothing
to hope, that there is no God, ne heaven, no
hell ; let the avowal be made—**the worse
the better.”  Give this system rope enough,
and it will hang itself ; let no man stay it, let
no man seek 1o moderate its tone; let it go
on, denying every priuciple that we hold dear,
denouncing every character that we adwmir,
blaspheming every name that we cousider sa-
cred ; be it so; so much the worse for itself,
so much the better for us. The hest, the
most encouraging fact about Scepticism is this
—that its logical terminus is Atheisin,

Many persons will find, on reflection, that
this paiadox has baen verified m thelt own
experience. For example, it some one has
unjustly assailed vour character, and siander.
ed you very shamefully, then * the worse the
better.” If, while you and your friends know
that you ave au upright, sober, generous man,
vour detractor has spaken of you as a rogue,
a drunkard, or u miser, you need not be in
the least annoyed. Had your enemy been
muderate, had he censured you mildly, then
you might find it necessary to adopt active

xl
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mensures of self-defence; Lut ns the case
stands, you are saved the trouble of making
any reply or taking any notice. 'The more
unjustly you have been treated, the stronger
}s the reaction in your favor. Indeed, I
think that if a cunning fellow wished to rise
to popularity, Lis best plan would be to hire,
not some flatterer who should try to write him
up, but some detractor, who should do his

best to write him down. Or he might de
the thing himself; he might wiite severe,
cutting, unfair criticiems upon his own ser-
mons, speechey, and books; he might anony-
mouely hold himself up to scorn and contempt;
all the world would then feel interested to
know something about him, and finding him
undeserving of such teatment, they would
deeply sympathize with him. But to .speak
seriously ; in the great struggle of life our
paradox is often exemplified. It is not al-
ways an advantage to begin the world with
money in one’s pocket, and fiiends at one's
back, and a business ready-made at one's
hand. Favourable as such circumstances may
appear, and favorable as they prove to some,
they have been the ruin of theusands, Where-
as, on the other hand, many men have lived
to rejoice in the fact, to thank Divine Provi-
dence for the fact, that they commenced theiv
life-battle penniless and friendless.  Forwhen
a young man is so circumstanced, if e has
any pluck in him, the difficulties of his posi-
tion will prove an mvaluable stimulus, will
call into exercisr all his powers. Don’t pity
him; down to a very low degree in the scale
of what are called advantages, we may safely
say, for many men, % the worse the better.”
And so, my indulgent readers, unless T am
very much deceived, there is, for many of us,
some consolation under the troubles of life,
in this paradosical expression. ‘There are
limits beyond which it is not true, and there
are cases, f a moral character, in which it is
not true at all.  Far beit from me to lend
the shadow of an encouragement to the utter-
ly vicious muaxim—* Let us continue in sin
that grace may abound,” which is a perverted
application of * the worse the better.,” No!
let us have noné of this vile doctrine. I
epeak not of evils which we bring upon our-
selves, but of those which are inflicted upon
us, and which aie not under our control.  Of
these, at least of mcst of them, I am auda-
cious enough to say, “‘the worse the better.”
I have often found the paradox true. I have
often been greatly helped through difficulties
by the paradoy, and I believe that you, my
readers, may also fiud in “the worse the
hetter,” a motto whicl will enable you to set
gsome evils at defiance, and to endure in a
patient and a hopeful spirit.  Paul says some-
thing very like ¢ the worse the better,” when
he says, “ We glory in tribulations also;”
uud when ke makes this assertion, * When
T am weuk, then am I strong,”  Depend upon

100

it. that great man had Jearnad to say, in hi«
owr way, concerning many things, * Tnx
WORSE FIE BETTER !”
i STOWELL BROWNX.
) (ood Words.

[RENEY, T——
For the 3Monthly Record,
The Wreaths on the Coflin,

The minute guns are silent,
flushed their long echving roll;
‘I'he muflled. mourning wailing
Of the belle has ceas»d to toll;
And St. George's stately chapel,
Where the banners tremble still,
Within death’s awful shadow,
Lies desolate and chill,

Above—the silent choir,
All swathed in midnight gloom,
Around—the veiled escutchecns,
Below the quiet towb;
Where the purple of the palace
Is dim with cintrchyard mould,
Where the crowned brow is pallid,
Aund the sceptered hand is cold.

Down to that vaulted chamber,
Beneath the mufiled floor,

Where death keeps wateh and warden,
For England evenmore.

To+duy, where kings and kindred
Slecp on in stony rest.

Victoria’s noble hushband
1s borne a silent guest

For him the organ's anthem,
In bitter wail is heard,
For him the isles axe mourning,
As by a tempest stirred.
A star swept from the heaven,
A chant stilled by a sigh,
In manhood’s stateliest glory,
So did Prince Albert die.
L e
So long the nation’s safeguard,
So long our monareh’s rest
Of royal race the noblest,
Of princely line the best.
That hour was one «f anguish,
‘The seal of England’s woe,
When they lowered the crimson cofin
Down to the vault below.

As its light flashed on the darkness, -
So desolate and dim,

Tears, such as fall for peasants,
Foll hitterly for him. ‘

Thus kingly state and honor
Pade at the Giver s will,

But Love, on earth the glorified,
Remains immortal still.

So when the rites were over,
And all was still beneath,

Life’s sorrow with t& .iving,
The dead alone with death.

Down to that lonely charnel,
Love’s tenderness was borne,

In the dear old German symbols,
Of the resurrection morn.

In the distant Fatherland, .
Where he passed his boyhood’s hours,

All through the pleasant cisurchyards
‘They hang the graves with flowers,
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Aung faithful to this memory,

So beautiful and blest,
Victorie and her chitdren .

reathed blossoms for his rest.

IWood nmoss and scented violets,
Simple and pure as he,

Whose life kad been so stainless,
Amid earth’s pagenntry.

While a quecnly white Camellin,
Widowed and lene like her,

Whose staff of }ifé is breken,
Drooped on his sehulchre.

Things of the dust that perish,
Whose seed shall bloom again,
Th se are our types and symbols,
Nor is their teaching vain—
Even in that silent chamber,
‘Their presence spoke to death,
O: woman’s {ving sorrow,
And wonan’s living fith!

Oh, Love ! the cxowned »and mighty,
Regal where’er thou ars,
Up from this kumun sostow,
Alelt into God’s ows heart.
Bring them the double blessing,
Who now upon Him lean,
In succor to the fatherless,
{n comfort to our Queen.

BALIFAX, 1862, N. LS.
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Missionary Qualifications.

TvERY one even moderately acquainted
with modern Enghsh Jiterature will 1ecoltect
the poet Cowper’s description of = good
preacher. Ile says speaking of such a one:

+ I would express him simple, grave, sincere,

In doctrine iucorrupt, in Janguage phin,

And plain in manner, decent, aolemn. chaste

And natural in gesture. Much impressed

himself N

As conscious of his awful charge; and anxi-

ous mainly

‘That the flock be feeds may feel it too,

Affectioniate in look and tender in address,

As well becomes the messenger of grace

‘To guilty man.”

As it would thus seem that learning and
even piety are not the whole sum of the
qualifications which a true minister of Christ

a 3 -
ought 1o possess, we think, we may say with
¢qual truth, that the qualificationa of a sue-
cossful missionary are even higher aud more
various. Piety and enthusiasm may de
much, but the history of missions very cer-
tainly inform us that they are far from doing
all. o draw the portrait of a true mission-
ary might perhaps be more ‘difficult than at
first glance might be imagined, and as after
all, it would probably be put down as a mere
ideal picture, we are not sure that the at-
tempt would serve any ivery important or
useful purpose.  We have read with interest
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and instruction the accounts of the labors-of
devoted and distingaished missionaries in
many parts of the world, and we think we
have observed as a general role, that while
faith warmed by a haly fervor was of course
the mainin gredicnt, that bumility, patience.
hopefulness and natural simpiicity of charac-
ter went far—very far to contribute to suc-
cess in the missionary cause.  To confess the
truth we have not read any thing any whare,
which gives at once a more cheerful picture
or conveys to a greater extent the feeling of
model missionary labor, than the letters and
journals of the Rev. Mr. Geddie of the Island
of Aniteum. ‘Fhis successful missionary and
very, excellent man i3, as is generally known
(a native of the County of Pictou in Nova
[ Scotia, though we never saw him and do not
therefore write under the influence of any
thing like private friendship. In reading the
letters of Mr. Geddie, we are conscious at
once, not only of earnestness in the work, but
earnesiness tempered by great tact and con-
; summate judgement. We do not believe
{ that Mr Geddie could do a foolish or extra-~
, vagant thing wers he to try to do so. His
{ patience iv as great as his industry, and both
| eve unconquerable, while he walks amidst kis
| work surrounded by an unfailing atmosphere
j of cheerfulness and hope. In the darkest
{ hour his spirits are almost as buoyant as in
the brightest ; and while eanfessing to diffi-
culties and even to dangers he does not dwell
upon them, but getiing away from so unplea-
sant a subject as speedily as he can, he con-
trives 1o draw n ray of light and hope out of
Cimmerian darkness. Such a spirit is an in~
dicatior at once of the highest courage and
loftiest principle and eznnot in the end miss
its reward. And how thoroughly wise apd
{ practical are ail his scliemes. His is no
| mere abstract teaching—but the training end
discipline fitted to raise gradually the poor
savage to the enjoyment and understanding
both of the arts of civilized life and the plain
yet sublime truths of our holy religion. He
clothes the naked barbarian and imparts o
{ him first some ideas of virtue and decency.
{ He shows him how 0 build houses and makes
him acquainted with some of the simple im<
plements of industry. e studies his lan~
guage and reduces it to a written form, con-
structs an alphabet and introduces the mys-
teries of rending and writing. He huilds
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schools, he builds churches. His whole life
is one of solid and systematic progress—of
work done at the right time and in the right
way. Many o maa with far greater intellec-
tual attainments and a far more impetuous
enthusiasm would in his case have failed long
ago and given un in despair. -
_ In our opinion, then, few things are more
important, or more likely to he conducive to
missionary success, than for the intending
missionary to devote his reading largely and
thoughtfully to the accounts of missionary
life and labor in all paris of the world and
under all possible circumstances. He will
here find not only food for reflection, but if
he read aright a mine of experience and
knowledge placed at his disposal from which
he may derive incalculable advantage—at
once warning him against many pitfalis, and
pointing the surest and safest way to success
in his glorious undertaking. The earth is
otill full of dark places and is dotted over
very thickly with the abodes of horrid cruel-
ty. To enumerate a tithe of them would far
exzeed the space at our disposal, but who can
think without a feeling of horror of such
places as the kingdom of Dahomey in Africa,
whose benighted ruler considers it his duty
periodically to sacrifice thousands of his fel-
low-creatures in cold blcod, upon the altars
of o cruel idslatry. When we think how
large 2 portion of this beautiful world is in
this sad condition, and how great, at the same
time are the resources and the opportunities
of those upon whom the dawn of Gospel light
has arisen, we have much to humble us.
After 1862 years, Christianity is still ina
small minority among the population of the
world. Yet it virtually rules the world. All
thatis noble and exalted in intellect belongs
toit. It wields power, it absorbs all know-
ledge. The wealth of the East and of the
West liesat itsfeet. It has gathered in much,
but alas! it has left out a large portion of
the most important of all. It kas subdued
nations—but left the nations in all the blind-
ed darkness of heathenism. The work of
the missionary is like gathering a pebble here
and there upon a shore whose extent is all
but boundless. But this ought not to dis-
courage, but to animate us. We trust that
the hour is drawing nigh when this fittle cor-
ner of the Christian vineyard will send forth
% missionary—wise and zealous—the van-
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guard of more. The heart of our Church is
set upon this duty, and she is anxious to be-
gin what has been too long delayed. Oh
that this beginning may he a successful one—
that being entered upon from the highest
, motives it may be blessed to us and a bless-
;ing to others—winning many souls out of
 the kingdom of darkuess, and giving the best
" of ail knowledge to some distant and dark.
i corner of the earth.

‘Where shall it be? says one. Who shall
it be? says another. We cannot tell—God
in his grac’eus Frovidence will unfold these
things in his own time and way. But whe-
ther it he to the heart of Africa or the Is-
lands of the sea, to the mighty empire of
China or the far distant Japan—to India or
Ceylon—wherever it may be, we trust that
being entered on, it will be sustained by the
i generous offerings and the faithful prayers
iof a people who have themsclves been high-
Iy favored. Let us therefore pray emnestly
that some one may be directed towards us
armed with the panoply of fuith, full of zeal,
patient and humble as was his divine Master,
earnest in his work, hopeful of the future,
steadfast in principle, gentle in mind and
heart, wise in counsel and upright in soul.
These are indeed great qualifications—but
they are qualifications worn by some of the
meekest and least assuming of God’s chosen
ones. May such 2 one be given unto us, and
may we cherish his mission as a high and
gracious privilege bestowed upon us.

Since writing the preceding article, we
have received the folfowing excellent letter
from ¢ Donaid,” together with the enclosure
of £ for the Foreign Mission. We have
paid over the money to the Treasurer and
we publish the Jewter with no ordinary feek-
ings of pleasure. .

We behieve with the writer that there are
not 2 f-w Donalds in our Church, but we
feel assured also that there are nota few
who in the hour of need wiil like himself be
found true to so glorinus and good a came
as that of gatheriag into the fold of Christ
those in the dark places of the earth who
have never been privileged to hear his name.
We beg to thank our friend Donald for his
commnnicaiion ; we are convinced that so
good an esample wiil not be without fruit.
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For the Monthly Record. .
THE RESPONSE OF DONALD TO THE EL-
DER'S APPEAL IN THE “ RECORD”
FOR APRIL.

MR. Eprror :—I must confess that the re-
port of Dialogue between * Duncan, Donald,
and the Elder in the Record for April is true
to the letter. 1left the Elder’s house full of
prejudice against him for plainness of speech.
¥ attributed all his zeal in the cause of mis-
sions to his office as an Elder rather than kit
{)iely as a Christian. 1 considered him in

eague with onr minisfer to extort money

from poor, hard-working men, merely to gra-
tify their own pride and vauity, and on my
way home I expressed my opinion to my
neighbour Duncan, on that subject, quite un-

“reservedly : Duncan allowed me to exhaust
my rancor without interruption. Then, in
his own peculiarly calm manner he reviewed
the whole of my argument, and piece by
piece scattered it to the winds. He appeal-
ed, first of all to the claim that God had ona
certain portion of my vearly income proving
that in every age of the church, this claim
was duly acknowledged and cheerfully ren-
dercd by all good men, from Abraham down-
ards.

Next, he reminded me that hie and I com-

- menced our career in life together, and pre-

.cisely in the same ewrcumstances, and then
appenied to his success in his worldly engage-
ments for the last few years. 1 did not fail
to notice that worldly matters prospered with
him much better than with myself, and could
not account for the cause, e frankly told
me that while he withheld the tithe properly
due 1o the claims of religion his worldly cir-
cumstances continued in a languid state 3 but
ever since he was, by Grace, convinced of the
sinfulness of penuriousness in contributing to-
wards the support of religious institutions, he

, xes({wnded to the call as God prospered him,
and ever since temporal matters flourished
with him.

-, Until then I never uuderstood the force and
application of the Apostolic declaration. ** But
godliness is profitable unto all things having
promise of the life which now is, and that
which is to come.” Nor did 1 ever see it bet-
ter illustrated than in the case of my good
neighbour Duncan. I was aware that he was
most liberal in his contributions to all the
Schemes of the Church, and at the same
time more successful in secular affairs than
uny of his neighbours.

I felt the nower of his illustrations and
calm reusoning, and parted from him in si-
ence. ,

" During the whole of that night, sleep for-
sook me, and in the mornmng I resolved
.in humble dependence upon Divine aid, that
. would be more liberal in my support of re-
Tigious iustitmions and would ever acknow-
ledge the paramount claim of the Church du-
riug the remaicder of my life, and in testi-
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mony of my aincerity I enclose 20s in aid of
the Foreign Mission of our Church which you
will no doubt hand over to the Treasurer for
that purpose. ' ’

Tam sorry thatIam not the only Donald
claiming connection with our Chareh, and I
shall ever regret how long I cherished a chur-
lish disposition in reference to the Schemes
of the Church.

1 rejoice, now that our Synod is about to
engage in an enterprise, peculiarly the duty
of the Christian Church is responding to the
call;  What shall we do for our sister in the
day when she shall be spoken for."—Song of
Solomon, 8th chapter, 8th verse. 1 am now
thoroughly convinced that instead of the
Foreign Mission being an intolerable burden
to our *poor congregations” as I once
thought they shall be a blessing.

Doxarp.:

O

The Gold that Perisheth,

WHAT can have become of all the gold that
has been dug out of the bowels of the earth,
is a question that is often asked by the curi-
bus. It is a valuable commodity, and very
little of it is likely to be absolutely lost or
thrown away. Within the last dozen years
Australia has yielded probably a hund:ed mil-
Yions of pounds sterling. California at least
as much, and all the other parts of the globe,
together perhaps as much more,£300,000,0600
in twelve years, and yet the world at latge is
not sensibly very much richer, nor the preci-
ous metal cheaper or more abundant. And
yet this is a very great sum indeed. 1t ia
twenty times as much as is ever kept in the
Bank of England at any one time, and would
be a sufficient load for six or seven thousand
horses, or as much as 60,000 strong men
could carry on theirbacks. All this has been
dug trith amazing labor and industry out of
the bowels of the carth, and sent broadeast
into tho world. Whereisit? Itisastrange
problem. Riches it is said take to them-
selves wings ang flee away. The gold per-
isheth. It isnot wealth; at hest itis but the
representative of wealth, It cannot multiply
itself like flocks and herds, or yield corn like
the brown earth. Itis not a reality, but ra-
ther the image of the real, which we are so
apt to fall down and worship. It is some-
thing which must necessarily be for ever out-
side of us—never & part of us, of us, like
virtue, religion or philosophy. It is the gau-
dy dress we are covetous to wear, but must
lay oft for the last time some day or other,
like an idle toy that has absorbed the best
hours of our life, and given us nothing.
What is a crown of gold to a crown of right-
eousness ! Yet the foolish gape after the one
and turn away coldly from the other. Vet
the first is immortal and indestructible, we
carry it to heaven with us and wear it for all



1IN NOVA SCOTIA AND THE ADJOINING PROVINCES.

wternity. The latter is the possession of a|
day—we pass away and it is forever forgotten. |
What if all the gold that ever was dug out of
the earth were gathered into one heap and
placed at our exclusive disposal.  What could |
we do with ft? Tt could not give us long,
life nor health. nor happiness, nor true great-
ness. It could not even give us food, unless
romehody would choose to exchange it for a |
part of the glittering heap. Unless it were !
40, we would be poorer than the pauper in!
the poor house.  Each additional ton of gold
would in such a case add nothing to our com-
fort or our wealth. So is it we suspect with
the world at lwge. Gold is not wealth, |
though so many are ready to give up the !
reality for the shadow, How absurd it seems
Yo give away a bag of fine wheat for a little
bit of yellow metal, which can neither feed
nor clothe us of itself, and which we could |
turn to no manner of use ourselves. Con- |
asideved philosephicaily, it is a strange folly. |
If we were in a desert, who would give a bag !
of dates for a bag of rovereigns; but in a |
crowded city where is the madman who would |
part with a bag of sovereigns for a lag of !
dntes, however fresh and fuicy ?  Money in-
deed is something like some of the forms of
fashionabte religion. It clothes with a fair |
and beautiful outside—it 1 all-glorious with-
out; it has all the surroundings of worldly
heauty and svlendor and perishability. It
forms no part of the inward man ; it cannot
reach the soul. It drops off at the gate of
the churchyard,and is vicked up by some eager
auceessor, to be parted with in turn.  And
thus it performs its paor rounds, ever increas-
ing, and ever being run after by increasing
vrowds of worshippers. while the treasure
which endureth forever is never thought of.
How is this—we give sixpence to the church,
xnd £6 for a dress, or £20 for a fashionable
party.  We worship in God’s house two hours
nweek, and in the temple of Mammon ten
hours a day, and call ourselves Christians,
How we can have the face to do so or think
0 i8 passing strange. Itis a chaos of con-
tradiction, 2 soul destroying delusion. Oh
for one breath of the pure air of Heaven,
apart from all the impurities of this earth,
then should we see and feel aright, and act
like consistent and rational creatures. What
hecomes of gold? It goes we know not whi-
ther, but enjoys no rest.  The whole world is
In pursuit of it—often catching but always
losing it again, to be again run after by a
fresh crowd of pursuers. It is a melancholy
business, ard its folly too is generally acknow-
ledged Lut only when we have been thorough-
ly disatled and unfitted for this strange work.
No rauk or profession is free from it. We
have seen mimsters running after it from par-
ish to parish, trying to counceal themselves in
a cloak of zeal for religion. We have seen
age creeping after it on crutches and break-
img down at the very portals of the grave.

. private  morals.

It is the madness of maunkind, for which there

109

is but one cure—a change of heart, and 2n
humble and sincere conviction that there is a

od in Heaven who 13 wise and just, and an
eternity of happiness which mere gold ecan

never purchase.

o]

Progress of Protestantism in France.

It has often been said that France is the
least intolerant and the most enlightened of
Catholic countries.  We wish we could say it
is the most religions. But the truth is, it is

" more infidel than Christian, and there is per-

haps no Ch:ist'an nation in Christendom in
which Christianity exercises so modified an
influence. It is used somelimes as a stale
gewgaw—aften as a political cloak, but alas
scldom to teach the ways of truth and holi-
ness.  The great mass of the* people have
thrown aside the superstitious ceremonies of
the Romish Church, but we fear they have
not put on a better garment. ‘Fo be reli-
gious, is to be entirely out of the fashion,
and that is what few Frenchmen or Frenchs
women wish to be. On Sabbath the chureh
is deserted for the theatre and the ruce
course, and religion has long ceased to ex-
ercise much influence either upon public or
Pleasure is the goddess
most generally worskipped in the gay capi-
tal of France. This is a state of things
bowever which cannot last. ‘The rebound
must take place :ooner or later. Nay, it
would already seem to ne quietly working its
way in a better direction. France has pro-
duced not a few carnest Protestants, and their
number 18 assuredly increasing. “They would
seem to constituie nearly-tire anly earnest and
religious portion of the empire, and they are
indeed very earnest.

Fwenty-one new Protestant churches added
in a year is an cncouraging facr, and a har-
binger of stili better things to come. The
subjoined extract taken from the News of the
Clhatrches requires no comment:—

Twenty-one Protestant places of worship
were opened in France during 1861, which is
an increase of exght onthe two previous vears,
during each of which the number had been
thirteen respectively. 'rhis year the town of
Clermont hrs opened its newly-buiit chapel in
the midst of an evangclized Romish popula-
tion. In April next, Paris will (D. V) see
the inaugur-tion of the beautiful new chapel
of the Reformed Evangel.cal Church, in the
Rue des Petits Hotels. It will seat 700. Tw
stone Bible over the entrance-arch, with the
words, “Jesus Christ is the way, the truth,
and tae life,” is already doing its work of
evangelizalion, attracting the passer-by, and
eliciting questions.

Last month the vigorously growing church
of Fontainbleau witnessed the consecration of
its first pastor, Racine Braud, a native of the
town, and c'dest son of the energetic Jayman,
founder of the church, and editor of the Feho-
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of the French branch of the Evangelical Alli-
ance.
sides theseven pastors of the Reformed Church,
legally appointed, joined in this interesting
ordination. It was at Fontainebleau that the
revocation of the Edict of Nantes was signed.
Previous to that fatal event, a Reformed
Church existed on the outskirts of the furest
at Bois-le-Roi.

In the Rationalist camp, some are courage-
ously speaking clearly, as they think. Would
that all were so bold! At Cette, the junior
pastor took the opportunity given him by
Christmas-day to state distinetly that, in lis
opinion, the Lord Jesus is not God. The
majority of the hearers immediately left the
sacred edifice. The Presbyterial Council de-

sired him to resign, which he did, but after- .

wards withdrew his resignation, and ascended
the pulpit one Sunday in the stead of the
elder pastor, wha, for the sake of peace, al-
lowed it. Spontaneously, the whole congre-
gation rose, and left the youug man in the
empty church,

The same party are trying to get the Ra-

tipnalist Genevan edition (1835) of the Bisle .
into the I’rofestont Bible Society of Paris; but |

this change is forbidder by the rules of the

Society, which only admit versions in common
use in the Church, and give no power of trans-

Jation or revision to its members.

‘I'he Church Missionary Society had an in-:

teresting meeting last monti: at Bordeaux; the
Rev. K. Forbes, from Paris, Rev. Hare and
Pastor 1. Frossard, Professor La Harpe, Ge-
neral Lawrence, and others, spoke. The
amount subscribed was above 1900 francs.

0

Russia,

THE CHURCHES IN PETERSBURG.

A sketch of the ecclesiastical life here may
best be commenced with a reference to the
diversity of the forms of religious worship
which subsist side by side in the city. To get
alively conception of these, it is only necessary
to take astroll through the principal street in
St. Petersburg on a Sunday afternoon. It will
perhaps interest you toshare aspectacle of this
kind with me. Nearest us lies the Armenian
Church, which is hospitably furnished in the
interior.  You will there find about fifty per-
sons assembled, chiefly men, the swarthy sens
of the Caucasus, with expressive countenances,
dressed partly in the national costume, and
partly in the Russian imperial uniform. They
are listening devoutly to the precentor and a
few priests, whose accents are repulsive to our
ear. In general their liturgy-appears to differ
little from thatof the orthodox Greek Church
—a fact which we may readily ascertain by
going a few yards further along the street to
ihe Xazan Church. At the door we encoun-
ter o muititude of mendicant monks aund wo-
men, who continue, even in the courts, to in-

Pastors of various denominationsy, be- |
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; commode us with their solicitations on-behalf
of some church that is to be built in the in-
terior of the country, Within the church we
hear imposing chants ; and the bishop, with
his streaming hair and his long venerable
beard, is there performing the sacred rites of
-woiship. However, it is almost impossible

to enter such a church without remembering
" the words of our Lord according to Matt. xxi,

12; for here, too, we find a buying and sell-

ing in the chureh (that is, of wax-tapers for
, the images of saints that are upon the walls),
and a chinking of coins upon *he takles that
stand a* the eutrance is heard throughout the
service. Yet I must not fail to observe, that
all countenances in the great assemblage are
tinged with a devotion, concerning which we
are strongly prompted to inquire, whether it
is evohed by the dazzlirg sensuous pomp of
the ceremonial, or whether there are souls
even here which, across all these disguises,
can see a passage open to the grace of God.
, But let us Jeave this house of God, and cross
" over the street to enter the Roman Catholic
Chureh, a few steps farther on. Here, too,
people are mnch annoyed by beggars. Num-
bers of Poles, in soiled and tattered clothes,
are pressing towards the church, where a ser-
mon wiil be preached in their language. Add
to'all this, that the Lutheran Church of St.
Peter, and the Dutch Reformed Church, are
situated in the same street.

As to the Protestants, they are here divid-
ed into fifteen societies. whose names perhaps
will not appear uninteresting to you. These
are—

'

Communi-
cants, 1860.

1. The congregation of St. Michael 1., . 213

2. o St. Peter, . 5658
'3 “ St. Catherine, . 3582
| 4 i St. Anne, . 5018
| b . St. Michael 11., . 318
' 6. o St. George, . 138

7. v St. Catherine (Swedish)
| 2807

8. « St.Mary (Finnish) 6056
[ 9. The English Cangregation,” . . 1130
! 10. The Dutch Congregation, R

. 9%
11, e German Reformed Congregation, 1014
' 2. The French Reformed Congregation, 211
i 13. The Esthonian and Germzn Congreg:
{ tion of St.John, . . . . 3742
, 14. The Lettish Society of Jesus, . . 3517
. 13. The Society of St. Mary in the Hospital, 167 ,
, —News of the Churches.

O

The Jewish Mission.

It will be seen from the subjoined extrict
i from the Canada Presbylerian, that Dr. Ep-
stein is about to resign his situation as Jewish
Missionary at Monastir. This we deeply
regtet, nor are we very clearly informed why
; the field has been thus so suddenly abandon-
ied. The mission itself was entered upon
with considerable zeal by the Church in Cana-
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‘da, assisted largely for the first year r two
by that of Nova Sectia and New Brunswick
as well as by the parent Church. ILatterly
the contributions from the Synod of Nova
Scotia dwindled away, from what cause we
ure not aware, but we suspect it was partly
owing at least to the fact that with the excep-
tion of acknowledging receipt of our remit-
tances, our connection with the scheme was
quite ignored. It was alnays spoken and
written of as the Canada Mission.
not appear to have fallen through, however,
from want of funds, or lack of willingness on
the part of our Canadian brethren to support
it, but rather from want of heart on the part
of the Missionary, arising from family affiic-
tion, and that want of success which has been
the fate of so many missionaries to this self.
blinded people. Indeed this is a field which
upon the whole has been hitherto but little
distinguished by success, though this of itself
should not damp our courage or weaken our
perseverance; for Gou, no doubt, in his own
good time, will turn the hearts even of the
Jews und lead them out of darkness into
light:—

In our last we gave a brief statement of
the unforeseen trials and difficulties encoun-
tered by the Committce to whom this most
important scheme of the Church 1s entrusted,
believing that the account would stimulate
and not disconrage future exertions.  In May
next itis understood that the Monastir Mis-
sion to the Jews will be discontinued, and the
Rev. Dr. Epstein be authorized to seek out
for himself a more promising station, in which
lie may labor for the spiritual welfare of bis
brethren after the flesh, and at the same time
support himself and his family by the practice
of his medical profession. If our first mis-
sionary has not succeeded as he himself anti.
cipated, it must be remembered that he set
out for his distaut field with sanguine hopes
of early success, and that unaided he had to
face oppositions and difficulties which would
have sorely tried the faith of veterans in the
contest. It is possible that his ardent tem-
perament was botter fitted to follow up suc-
cess than patiently 1o labor for years without
upparent impression produced on the mass of
ignorart superstition and engrossing worldli-
ness around ham, and that the persevering
endurance of the Anglo-Saxon might have
been less  ily discouraged by an unpromis-
ing commencement.  Amidthe Christian pri-
vileges of our highly favered Canadien home
we can little realize the depressing influences
by which our missionary has been surrounded,
without a single fellow-laborer to share the
heat and burden of the day or to join in sweet

It does)

11

counsel and commurjon. In many Eastern
stations is this Jast great want supplied, and
at the same time ample opportunity afforded
of preaching Christ in a known language to
thousands of the Hebrew nation. While our
Mission is thus spared the expense of main-
taining one of its labovers, Di. Epstein’s
| name may retain a place on our records, and
Ihis work continue 10 iuterest our Canadian
Church.

India has now strong claims on British
Christians.  Not far froa 200,000,000 of our
fellow-sulijects there own allegiance to our be-
loved Queen, by far the greater number of
them plunged in idolatry of the most debas-
ing hind. "Great Britain claims a high place
among the Cluistian nations of the Earth,
jbut it must be remembered that the great
rmajority of thase wlo mie dependent upon
her are heathen Mahommedans, and that
therefore her energies are urgently ecalled
forth to Christianize the millions within her
own territories,  For years the East India
Company ruled these vust masses for the sole
purpose of gain or power, and the Govern-
ment at lHome gave no encouragement 1o
missionary effort in that Jand. The Indian
mutiny was the means vnder Previdence of
effecting a change, and now the British rale
throughout India affords protection and en-
couragement to the extension of Christianity.
! Schools for seenlar learning have been estab-
lished in great numbers, and the. effect of
these is 1o sap the foundations of Brabminical
superstition.  ‘The merest elementary instrue-
tion in natnral science shows the falsehonad
and absurdity of the Ilindoo's religion, and
the immediate effecct of simple mstyuction at
a Govermaent school is 10 Jeave the learner
without a religion at i, his own having been
utterly demolished. It must be remembered
that the Government teacher dues not use the
Bibie, and gives no lessons on its truths.  1f
therefore the secular instruction is not follow-
ed up by the missionary, the poor Hindoo in
left a prey to atheism, and perbaps as far
from the Church of God as he was amid his
idolatrous superstition.  This is indeed 2
solemn thought, and one which should stir
us up to greater frithfulness towards our ln-
dian fellow-subjeets. ‘The uumber of mis-
sionaries in Hindostan is Jamentably inede-
quate. It is but a short time siree our “Ju-
venile Presbrterian” gave a proof of this in
a letter from the Rev. Robert Patterson, off
Sealkote,in which hundreds of villages around
him are spaken of as destitute ultogether of
Christian teaching,

0

The Fronch Canadians.

Our readers are in general well acquainted
with the character aud condition of this Jarge
and imporiant section of our fellow-colonisie
in this portion af the Rritish empire, Re-




112 THE MONTIILY RFECORD OF THE CHURCH Of SCOTLAND
taining to a great extent, along with their | which the missionaries of that Society have
language and religion, the habits and cus- ' encountered their labors have been efficient.
toms which their ancestors, more thait two, By their means many families have left the
hundred years ago, brought with them from l teachings of men to follow the Word of God,
France, they have, upon the whole, been a | and the Gospel continues to be jpreached in
simple minded, honest and non-progressive , many places. They have 2 flourishing educa-
people.  Of course, the great body of them : cational institutions at Pointe-aux-Trembles,
are Roman Catholics and for a very long time from which place pupils are already seattered
will probably remain so. Yet openings have | throughout the country, and a church has
not been wanting—and have been eagerly; been built at Belle Riviere.
embraced, to effect au entrance for plain gos-;  In 1840 or 1841 the Presbyterian Church
pel truth among them.  Our own church in  of Canada began also 10 evangelize their fel-
Canada has done and is doing something in* low-subjects of French origin. By the exer-
that direction—other bodies also are not] tions of one of their missionaries, the Rev.
mere spectators. ‘I'he remarkable influence'Ti. Lapelletrie, a French Presbyterian congre-
of Father Chiniqui in biinging over a whole | gation was organized in Montreal, and money
district to the Protestant faith is well known, to build a church was collected. Buat, Mr.
though there seems to be something connect- | Lapelletrie’s health obliging him: to return to
ed with the history of that event not altoge- | France, where he died, his work was contin-
ther satisfactory. ; ued by the French Canadian Alissionary So-
For the following sketch of the state of ; ciety.
Missions among the Freach Canadians we are | Some years after the Episcopal Church put
indebted to the Canadian Presbylerian :— also a hand to that work of love, and they too
* About 30 years ago the Rev. K. Olivier, | had success. ‘They have built a church and
his lady and two young ministers were sent!an educational institution at Sabrevois, and
from Lausanne in Switzerland as missionaries | have now 4 young men studying for the min-
to the North American Indians. They came | istry.
to Lower Canada in order to obtain some in-|  Later the Wesleyan Church entered this
formation respeeting their future field ot labor. , important field and have been blessed ir it.
Here they found plunged in the superstitions | They occupy 5 missionary stations, preach
of popery a numerous population speaking | salvation by Christ in various places and have
theiv language, who had almost as much need  built a church at Roxton Falls. One of their
of the Gospel as the heathen to whom they ! evangelists, who is preparing for the minis-
were going. Mr. and Mrs. Olivier believed | try,is a former pupil of Pointe-aux-Trembles,

it to be their duty to remain with the French
Canadians, while Messvs. Gavin and Dentan
went to labor among the Sioux Indians.

During Mr. and Mrs. Olivier’s sojourn in
Montreal, two of their Christian friends, the
Rev. L. Roussy and Mrs. Feller, came to join
them, when a few persons left the Romish
Church to embrace the Gospel. But Mr. Qli-
vier, not being able to endure the severity of
the Canadian climate, was obliged to return
to Europe with hislady. Mr. and Mrs. Feller
remained in Canada and finally settled at
Grande Ligne. Their labors were blessed by
their Heavenly Master, so that at the present
time the Baptist Society of Grande Ligne
preach the Word of salvation thoughout many
parishes. There are 6 ministers and several
other laborers, they possess 2 educational in-
stitutions, and 3 churches have been erected

. through their iustrumentality,

At the sight of the success of the efforts
made by Mr. & Mrs, Olivier and the mission-
avies of Grande Ligne the charity of several
of the English-speaking Christlans was excited
to a godly jealonsy, and though the evangeli-
zation of the French Canadian lomarists was
still considered by many persons as utopian,
they had faith, love and zeal ‘enough to estab-
lish in 1836 the French Canadian Missionary

* Society, whose committee is composed of mem-
bers of the different evangelieal churches of
Muntreal.

Notwithstanding the numerous obstacles

and another was formerly a French Canadian
priest.

‘The effect of these various efforts is now be-
coming apparent. ‘There are a good number
of families in Tower and Upper Canada who
have left the fables of Rome to follow the
truth as it is in Jesus, while many have gone
to the United States to avoid persecution. 6
French Canadian ministers of the Gospel are
preaching 1t to their countrymen in the Lower
Province. Of others who have the same ob-
ject in view, 4 are pursuing their studies in
Geneva (Switzerland), 4 at Lennoxville Col-
lege, 2 in Toronto, 2 in Alleghany College, 1
in Quebec, 1 in New England ; and there may
be others of whom Ido not know, besides
those who are under the direction of the Rev.
Mr. Chiniqui in Hlinais.

20 vears ago missionaries wera looked upon
as emissaries of the bad spirit, whom people
would have joyfully destroved, had they not
feared the Courts of Justice, Now ounly a
small proportion of them are siill afraid to
speak with us and those who apprave of per-
secution have considerably diminished.
| ISven the priests have been somewhat in-

fluenced. IFormerly their great doctrine was,
“ Qut of the Roman Catholic Church there is
no salvation ;” they burned Bibles and gloried
in the deed. Now very few of them would
dare be openly guilty of such an outrage, and
there are some wno tell the pecple that the
Bible is the word of God, and that persons
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wno were born and are dying in the Protes-
tant faith are saved if they were sincere in
their belief,

Cousidering these visible results and the
effect which the great number of copies of the
Sacred Writings alrendy distributed through
the country must produce. a great change may
be expected among the Reman Catholies of
Canada, provided their Christinn countrymen
be faithful towards them. We now see the
premises, but the harvest wiil come in due
time : for t*e word of the Lord will not re-
turn unto Iim void. The svangelization of
the French Canadians was not undertaken in
vain; God in his mercy has alveady blessed
the work of faith and the labor of love of
His children. 'I'o Him be the glory for ever.

0

Examination of Students.

Frox the following remarks of the Rev,
Dr. Craik in the Presbytery of Glasgow, it
will be seen that the examination of students
studying for tie ministry is in future to le
muck more strict than formerly.

Dr. Craix having given notice of his in-
tention of bringing before th2 Preshytery the
subject of conducting the examinations of
students, inttoduced the subject by referring
to the question, how far the method of exam-
ination in general pursued at present was cal-
culated ta test the real acquivements of those
who were candidates for admission to divini-
tv classes from year to vear, during the course
of their attendance previous to license. The
proposal frequently made, and yet always
abandoned, had heen that there ought to he
an Examining Board appointed by a General
Assembly, and that, whatever may he done
by the Preshytery, no student should be per-
mitted to enter the divinity classes until he
had heen subjected to an examination by this
hoard, and acquitted himself to the satisfuc-
tion of its members. He did not think such
a Board ought to be numerous, and perhaps
six or eight members of the General Assem-
bly might be sufficient. But not less essen-
tial than the creation of a Board, would be
the appointment of at least two paid exami-
nators, To fill this office, no inconsiderable
talents and attainments would be needed.
The duties of these gentlemen would be very
important: on them would devolve the la-
hour of preparing examination papers to he
approved of by the Board, and to be employ-
e¢ in conducting, at least, the examination to
which students would be subjected who were
entering the two divinity classes for the first
yeer. He would propese that these exami-
nators—acting in some measure according ta,
the method pursued by the Government in-
spectors when examining for certificates the
students at training colleges—should convene
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I'the candidates for admission to the divinity
i classes, that uncer their direct inspection the
i examination papers might be executed. The
“greater duty of these examinators would
i be to read and carefully examine such papers
i —to mark in a manner that could be easily
i detected the errors and deficiencies, of eacn,
‘noting fully the nature of those ervors and
i deficiencies, and to place the papers thus care-
t fully examined and marked before the Board,
- that a decision might be pronounced respect-
i ing the scholarship of every student applying
| for the privilege of commencing his profes-

stonal studies, with a view to obt:-ining‘icense
as a probationer, e then suggested that,
failing other wethods, the expenses of such a
scheme could be met by annual collection from
the congregations, and concluded by moving
the appointment of a committee to  draw up
an overture to the next meeting of the Gen-
eral Assembly on this subject, and that the’
overture be laid on the table at next meeting
of Presbytery.

0

Ik CHURCH 1IN NOV.A SCOTIA.

St. JaMes's Cuvren (CHurcH oF Scot-
LAND.)—"The Aunval General Meetine of the
Congregation worshipping in St James’s
Chureh, was held in terms of the Act of Incor-
poration) on Monday last, tha 14th instant.
James Purdy, Esq., was called to the chair,
and after prayer by the pastor, (Rev. ‘I Dun-
can,) the Trustees’ Report for the past year
was read, and the Treasmer’s Account sub-
mitted. The affairs of the congregation, as
seen by the report,are in an exceedingly
healthy conaition ; receipts for the vear beinir
nc less a sum. from all sources, than upwards
of £460, After the usual routine husiness,
the following gentlemen were duly elected by
ballot as trustees for the ensuing vear, viz :—
Messrs. J. D. Mason, J. W. Morrison. James
Anderson, James Watts, W, R. Watson,
Archd. Xennedy, and William Sinclair, At
a meeting of Trustees immediately after, the
following were chosen office-bearers: J. W,
Morrison, Esq., Chairman; Jas. Anderson,
Esq., Treasurer; Mr, A. Kennedy, Secretarys
Mr. ). Robertson, Collector of Pew Rent
and Church Janitor.

By order of Trustees,
Anrci. KENNEDY, Sec'y.
—dlonitor.

Prosbytery of Prince Edward Island.
At 2 pro re nata meeting of the Preshytery of
Prince Edward Isiand held in Charlotte-
town, 24th March, 1862, the following .
minute was recorded :—

¢ The attentinn of the members was called:
by the Moderator to the loss sustained by the
Chuich in the death of the Rev. Dr. McGilis
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vray, and it was unanimously agreed to re-
enrd in the minutes their sense of the great
aervices rendered by the deccased to the
Church of Scotland in the Lower Provinces,
apd their symuathy with his bereaved wife
and family.  The labors of Dr. McGilivray
were not confined to Nova Scotia, but ex-
tended to various parts of Prince Edward Is-
Jand, wheve, and cspecially at sacramental
=easans, his presence was always hailed with
dedight, At a time when the harvest was
even more plenteous, and the laborers fewer
than now, e appeared annually to our pzople
on this Island, to break the bread of life ta
them. ‘The Presbytery mourns the loss of a
father in Usruel, of one not more distinguish-

e for zeal oa behalf of our venerable and be- |
inved Zion, than for catholicity of Spirit, and | ed this year for the Foreign Mission the very

sincere Jove to all who ave brethrer, in Christ.
A workman that needed ot to e ashamed.
tull of ho .ars, well-heloved, the Master hasx
called to the rest that remaiueta for the peo-
ple of God.

Individudly, we would be stirred up to
greater diligeuce in the work of the Lord, by
eonsidering his example of unwearied labor
and resolete sclf-sacrifice, ‘I'hose whom he
tas left behind, we commend to the Shepherd
of the flock, praying that He would teaderly
upbind their wounds, and fulfil in .heir cases
His gracious promise to be *“ the hushand of
the widow and the father of the fatherless.”

The Presbytery furthermore instruct their
clerk to transmit an extract of this minute to
Afrs. McGiliveay”

Extracted from the minutes of Presbhytery
by

GEeo. M. Gra¥r,
Pres, Clerk.

News of the Churches.

The heading of this article is an inviting
and extensive one, but we use it now in a re-
stricted sense, ‘ News from our congrega-
tions’ woubl perhaps be a more appropriate
phrase.  And vet we have but scant news
oven of this kind, for the ministers and man-
agers of our churehes do not seem anxious to
announce their doings, and goings, and in-
tendings wiiit loud trampeting in the press.
1 suppose thatitiz net generally known thai in
the early part of July there are to he bazaars
held in Caarlottetown, New Glasgow, and
‘Truro for ecelesiastical purposes. The Char-
jottetown oune, in particular, is intended to
he one on a great seale. As their two last
hazsars realized hetween them about £300.
aur readers may have some idea of the energy
of the {adies of Si. James’ Churcih, and of
toeir importance in matters of finances. On
this aecasinn, they intend to arvange if possi-
ble a steamhoat excursion from Pietou, tnat
thetr friends on the mainland may have a
fuvorable apportunity of visiting the Island

and its eapital.

THE OHURCH OF BCOTLAND

on the Teland. Our people on Brackley
Point Road, incited by what has been done
on the St. Peter’s road, have commenced to
build a church, for which £200 have already
been atbscribed. In Picton, it is usual to
pay the cost of a country church by selling the
pews. In Prince Idward Island, the better
plan is adopted of building the church from
the free-will offering of the peaple, and then
the pews are rented to pay the minister’s sti-
pend.  ‘This system has more than one ad-
vantage to recommend it. Still the census
rgveals that we have not worked either sys-
tem vigorously enough, for we are behind
every other denomination in the proportion
of our churches to our population.

The Charlottetown congregations haverais-

handsome sum of £37, island currency. If
we engage in active operations, webelieve that
this amount will be collected every year.
We would recommend every congregation to
pay in this year whatever it has subscribed
toward the proposed scheme, as nothing will
better convince the Synod that the people
are in earnest on the matter. Itis a noble
work, and with God's blessing we will take
cur part in it, although our sadly diminished
numbers will render it mere difficult than we
had janticipated. Our friends on the Island
are also prosecuting vigorously the Young
Men's Scheme, Loth in raising money and in
preparing suitable students. Should God
continue to smile on this scheme, we may
soon expect a steady supply of well-equipped
lahorers for our wide field. .

We eee from Mr. Martin’s report that
there is work being done in the Halitax Pres-,
bytery. As to getting more missionaries in
that direction, however, it is the humble
opinior: of your correspon-ent, Mr. Editor.
that they shoald themselves first pay for
those that they have. We would hail thear-
rival of new missionaries with as much joy as
Mr. Martin, but notif they are to be paid
with ¢ foreign monev.” In the Island they
are asking for ad:itional missionaries, but
they first rendered themselves self-supporting.
It there is gold around Lawrencetown and
Lake ‘Thomas, some of it might be appropria-
ted to pay for missionary services, instead of
hegging the required sum from the accumu-
lated peunce of Scottish herdsmen and crafts-
men, laborers and lairds,

. The Pictou Preshytery is now almost self-,
supporting,

The Lay Association has now a definite
work and a well-constituted board of man-
agement, aad will, in 2 very short time, re-
lieve the Colonial Committee of every burden
within the bounds of its operations. .

As to the New Brunswick Churches, wein .
Nova Scotia and Prince Edward Island do
not know as much about them as we would .
wish. Could not some ready writer in our
sister church in that provinee give us a sketch

Matters ssem to be progressing favorably . vfour various congregations there ? It would
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interest us much to hear somewhat of their [of a moment’s attention. Anl it ssems that
history, present position, and prospects. the gaod people of Roger’s Hill in return for

As to the spiritual life in our church, while ! all this, weve expected to disnrrange all theie
we da not despond, yet we feel that with usit | plans, inconvenience two neighbeuring con-
is but “ the day of small things.” God grant | gregations, to have the pleasure of bejng.
us a great outpouring of the Spirit! We  abused in their awn Church, or perhaps as in
mourn *“ tne faithless coldness of the times.” | the case of Eavltown, we believe, to find onn
We look around and mourning ask “ Can | Sabbath morning when assembled for wor-
these dry bones live ?”  Yes, oh life-giver if | ship, the door and windows, and even the
thou wilt, *Lord, wilt thou uot revive us| pulpit barricaded. We wish to live at peacy

again #” 1 with all men, to extend the rizht hand of fel
- lowship and amity to every christian seet aud
people. Aoove all things it behoves us to
cultivate a spirit of brotherly love towards
those who in doctrince and discipline are so
slightly separated from oursehves.  And this
is the fealing of the whole Church. ‘There
is not we are convinced a minister or office
bearer ir: our Church who would not consider
it a chuistian privilege rather than a duty to
render a service to a cungregation of the sis-
ter Church whenever they had the nower.
But it ~annot performimposibilities nor change
human nature. We may forgive and pray
for those who malign us, but we cannot res-
pect them. We t-ust that even yet a better
spirit will come over our Free Church breth-
ren at Roger's Hill, that they will consult
their own comfort as well as ours in cultiva-
ting o feeling of christiun love, and leaen to
extend respect and confidence where they aro
deserved. By following their present course
they are bringing a reproach upon themselves,
and our common Christianity,

The Roger's Hill Church.

Wg observed in the last number of the

“ Record of the P, C. of the Lower Frovinces,”
a guast Appeal signed by certain elders of the
¥ree Cburch in that place in behalf of a
Church they intend building there. Under
ordinary circumstances we should not have
considered ourselves at all justified in allud-
ing to the matter, beyond wishing them every
success. But as in this pretended Appeal
certain allegations are made, and uncalled for
and unfounded insinuations conveved, we feel
bound very briefly to correct the ungenerous
*and invidious statements to which these gen-
tlemen bhave autached their names. They
complainthat theyhave beentreated uncourte-
ously and refused the use of the Church on the
only oceastons on which they coulduseit. Noth-
ing, in spirit, and indeed in fact, could be
farther from the truth than this rash state-
ment. In the first place, it must be kept in
miad that the Chureh in guestion, is the en-
tire and inalienable property of the Church
of Scotland; but notwithstanding this, had
any thing: like christian charity or even the
Jaws of common decevey been observed by
the Free Church Session or at least a portion
of that session there never wonld have been
any difficulty. The people of Roger’s Hill
under such circumstances would have gone
out of their way to oblige their Free Church
brethren,  The whole Church knows well the
abounding labours of the Minister of the es-
tablished Chureh of Rogers Iill, his great
success, the devoted afivetion felt for him by
his extensive charge without any exception, of
his Christian courtesy and henevolent char-
acter. Fuor the sake of the Colonial Churel
he resigned a parish church at Home. He
came to Roger’s Hill a stranger and it might
have been expected, that if ever courtesy ar
attention was intended to be shewn by the
Free Church, then was the time to shew it.
The very reverse was the case. Rvery thing
that impotent and vindictive malice could de-
vise was set-in motion to annoy and injure a
wan, who was a perfect stranger, who was a
minister of the Gospel and in every seuse
a workman needing not to be ashamed. . Vile
insinuations were sent abroad, and even a
communication published in a newspaper sur-
charged with unchristinn maulice, over a sig-
nature which uobody belonging to any body
of christians, even his own, considers worthy

Basgaars.

Wg are going to have it seems not fewer
than three Bazaars in connection with our
Church during the present summer, aund all
too during the month of Jaly, which is pers
haps rather unfortunate.  We trust however
that each of them will be vigorously patron-
ised and that mouey and material wiil come
in to them from every quarter of the Synod,
the gentlemen supplying the one and the fair
fingers of the ladies theother.  These Bazaars
we may state ave to be got up in order to as-
sist our Chuiches in Trure, New Glasgow,
Charlottetowa, and Geargetown ; and all have
strong and peauliar claims, Qur filends in
Trave, few but enthusiastir, have built an ex-
cellent new Church and vequire a little aid to
wipe off some outstanding debt.  Who would
nat lend a hand to so good a cause!

The caugregation of New Glasgow, wish to
have a furnace to warm their Church, ‘Lhey
have very strong claims on their friends, a3
they have on every occasion been most active.
aund generous in aiding their neighbours un-
der similar circumstances. « Oue good turn
deserves another.” .

‘The Bazaar in Charlottetown has a double
object, viz: to ruise means to improve the
Chureh in that city, and to assist in buildins
a Manse at Georgetown. We trust our Is.
land and Nova Scotia friends too will be up
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and doing in support of these most laudable
objects. The Rev. Mr. Grant has placed the
Church under a deep debt of gratitude, by his
untiring energy and great success in building
up our ruined walls in various parts of the
Island, more especially at Georgetown, St.
Peters, and Brackley Point Roads.

‘We are sure we need not uree zeal'and ef-
fort in bekalf of all these noble ohjects, for
we are confident that they have the best wish-
es of the whole Church. If we might venture
to recommend any particular course, we would
say to each who is disposed to contribute,
avoid anything like favouritism or partiality,
but rather let cach try to dv a little for all, so
that the circle of mutual friendship may be
extended, and each may be able to say we
have been indebted to the kindess of all our
congregations. Each congregation has ap-
pointed a committee to receive contributions.
We have not room for all their names, but if
any party is at aloss to whom to send any
article let them just address it to the care of
the respective ministers, and it will be sure
to reach its destination.

We wish abundant success to all.

PROM THE COLONIAL STANDARD.
Presentation.

Th- congregation of St. Paul’s Church
Epgt River, have recently presented their
Pastor, the Rev. 8. McGregor, M. A. with
2 very valuable Sleigh, accompanied with aun
address.

The young men of St. Columha’s Church,
West Branch, at the same time presented him
with a large and beautiful Buffalo Robe.

A few weeks ago the young Ladies of
Last Branch Congregation presented the
same gentleman with a very elegant Tea-ser-
vice.

The following is the Address referred to ;—

ADDRESS.

To the Rev. S. McGregor, M. A.

Rev. and Dear Sir.—1In behalf of the con-
gregation of St. Paul’s Chureh, we desire to
present you with a tangible expression of our
respect for you as our minister, our apprecia-
tion of your efficient public services as a
preacher of the Gospel, as well as of your
private zeal in labouring to impart to us in
our families a knowledge of the truth of Sal-
vation,

‘We wish to express our sense of your re-
gard for our individual interests without the
slightest respect of persons, and to assure
vou that such conduct can scarcely fail of en-
dearing a minister in the eyes of his congre-
gation,

Prompted by these sentiments, we procured
this Sleigh, which we now beg to present to
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In behalf of the congregation,
SinoN THOMPSON,
Jonx TFonrprs,
Duxcay McDoxavrp,
JanES CUMMING,

. JaMES CAMPBELL,

Fast River, April 10, 1862,

REPLY.
My Dear FRIENDS,

Let me very cordially thank you, and
through you the congregation you represent,
for your kind address, as well as for your
very valuable and handsome sleigh; arnd per-
mit me to assure you that both are highly
prized, and that they shall always hold «
place in my recollection side by side with the
many other tokens of good \vili which T have
from time to time received from my Congre-
gation since I became your Minister.

I assure you it was with no ordinary anxi-
ety I at first came among you. I considered
the great extent and importance of the charge
to which I was invited. I called to mind the
distingushed abilities and great experien e of
your first talented ministry—the zeal and en-
ergy of his no less talented son and succes- -
sor,y J felt the sudden transition from the
life and duties of the student to those of the
minister, and could wish the charge less
important and the field of labor more eircum-
scribed. But twelve months have now pass-
ed since I have accepted your invitation—
tweive months, as might have been expeet-
ed in so large a congregation, of considerable
labor, but by no means of labor unattended
by pleasure. In both branches of the con-
gregation tavel found much encouragement
in the sympathy and general kindness of the
whole congregation.  Witheut that sympathy,
the labours would have been much greater,
and the burdento be borne far heavier than it
has really been.

In conclusion, let me ask a continued inter-
est in your prayers—praying that the Great
Head of the Church will enable us to devise
and execute for His own glory.

S. McGreaor,

Mingster of the Church of Scutland,

East aud, West Branch, Eust River.

0

SELECTIONS.

.

Old Families.

THERE ate few things pertsinining to the
flesh of which men in this count'y are more
proud than that of heing members of ¢ an old
family.” Many a worthy tradesman who has
passed with great credit through all the stages
of message-boy, shop-boy, salesman, traveller,

you, trusting that you will be pleased to ac- | partner, fortunate speculator, until, realizing

cept of it as a token of our good will towards
you.

a fortune, he at last hecomes a laird or
“ country gentleman,” with a large mansion-
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house, park, porter’s lodge, livery servants, | the iRomI:’mbmich ; but .tli‘e J 0\‘(} possibly fgrm-
and, in purple and fine linen, faves sumptu- | ed that Babylonian trick, and imprinted on
ously every day ; who, nevertheless, feels these 1 it those arrow-headed characters. ~The pyra-
things avail him nothing so long as there site I'mids of‘hgypt take your imagination still far-
at his gu‘te :I’I,e hu;nl)lmg .\Ior({ccm ;Jf l)euﬁ ) "-)he;'dbt?’c: éll‘hc;.l ct)vl ]uenr; 11\11;;1:»[)’.::113\'::?11‘)2% et:
*an upstart,” and not a member ol an old  but uest ol the royai tombs s
family.” He desires, therefore, above all ! and mark the national physiognomiés painted
things, to be connected, even by an almost ; on the walts, you recoguise that of the Jew,
invisible thread, with some such authentic unaltered to the present day. ‘Time was
piece of antiquity. I{e would willingly give oung when the Lord saill to :'\ln'ulmm, ‘1
a large sum for a drop of ancient biood, and  will muke of thee a great nation ' .
bitterly ferls that money cannot purchase it, | A strong faith has never ceased to exist
‘I'he “real old family,” again, is proud of  amung the great rabbis uf'v.hc Jews, and in
its heraldry. It boasts of its long ancestry. | the coming of a day when tie one2 noble, b}-‘l
“ Owr family came over with William the | now fallen race, shall nave their own again,
Conqueror I is generally the boast, and ex- | and he no longer despised and trodden down
treme limit, of their alleged origin ; and even | by Gentile upstarts.  \What an undying hope
that is very mythical, albeit the ¢ family pic- - inn the restoration of a kingdom 1 Israel, is
tures” of l.:xrgg. stupid-looking gentlemen with | expressed—what indomitable pride and am-
wigs ; ladies iv :‘;liﬁ ])x:oc;l(]e‘; or oue or two | b}tml). which the sorrows of eighteen centu-
daubs representing knights in armounr, which | ries have not crushed, is confussed—in the

are exhibited in the hall or dining-room. For,

asold Sir Thomas Browne says, * Grave-

stones tell truth scarce forty vears; genera-

tions pass while some trees swand; and old
o Tamilies last not three oaks!

The Jews are an exception! Moses, the
old clothesman, has an ancestry which puts
the purest and most ancient stock of the
Jfouse of Peers to shame. Where was “ the
blood of all the Howards,” or of the Planta-
genets, when the ancestors of “old Clo’” were
defying Pharaoh or combating Sennacherib ?

I was forcibly reminded of this on one oc-
casion when standing beside a learned Jew
in the Royal Museum in Berlin, and looking
at the fine antique statue of Julius Coesar at
the end of the room. I happened to remark
to my friend, * Is it not strange to look at
the intellectual features of that ‘ hooked-nos-
ed fellow of Rome,’ as Falstaft calls him,
and to think of his triumphant march north-
ward, and his conquest of Britain, when our
ancestors were roving barbarians, painting
themselves with ochre, and exhibiting all the
brutality and coarseness of New Zealand
savages?” ¢ Qur ancestors!” exclaimed my
Jewish friend, looking at e with disdain.
% Pray speak of your own, who, I have no
doubt, were sufficiently savage, But as for
mine, they were singing the psalms of David,
and worshipping God as members of his true
Church on earth, genturies before Julius
Ceesar was born ™ T bowed my head, and
felt that both I and the antique statue were
of yesterday, when compared to the old blood
which flowed in the veins, and flushed in the
face, of my eloquent friend !

Beaatifully has Dr. Harris said of the
Jews: ¢ As the modern traveller surveys the
remains of the arch of Titus at Rome, he feels
bewildered in endeavouring to realize the dis-
tant date of its erection ; and vet it comme-
morates only the last of a long series of Jew-
ish dispersions. You read of the fragments

,of antiquity dug up from the ruins of Babylon,
‘and your mind is carried still farther back by

, commentary of an old Jew, up. . the promise
. made by God to Avrabam : « I will make thy

seed as the dust of the earth!” ¢ Yes,” he
. Stys, *as the dust of the emth, which Jor @
time all men tread under foot ; but whick, ne-
veriheless, in the end, covers ull men over-
head!”— Good Words.

Of Past Sufferings. :

BY ARCHBISHOP WHATEL¥.

It seems a2 first sight very obvious, that to
grieve for past suffering (so far as past), is to
torment one’s-self most absurdly.  And, in-
deed,.I don’t think men are very apt to do so
in respect of their own; but itis very often
done in the case of the sufferings of one’s
friends. DPast evils, indzed, do very often af-
ford a reasonable ground of affliction; but
then it is from their liability to recur, or to
lead to some other evil. A past fit of the
gout may be regarded as a present evil, since
it indicates & gouty constitution. But it is
remarkatle that there are no past evils what-
ever that people are so ant to grieve about as
those which are the most utterly past, viz.,
the sufferings of the deceused. Oneof the most
anxious inquiries respecting a departed friend
is. % whether he died easily;” nothing is so
consolatory to the survivors as to learn that
he suffered little; and if e died in great ago-
ny, it excites their sympathy more than the
case of ono who is living in agony. And yet
all this is pure imagination, and all our afflic-
tion in such a case is the result of confusion
of thought. To be sure I wish to die easily,
because I wish to live easily, of which that is
a part; but if there be auy amount of suffer-
ing from disease reserved for me, I care not
whether it takes place in the disease of which
I die, or in any other. Of the two, indeed,
perhaps the former would be rather prefer-
able ; because in the other case, I might be
annoyed by the memory of that particulgr
sufferiug whose recurrence I might fear. And
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I fecl just the same towards my friends as
towards myself; I wish them an easy life, and
of course an casy death, as a part of it; but
itis idle to grievein their case or my own,
for any past snfiering, which cannot recur, or
have left any ill effects hehind it ; and of this
number must he the sufferings of such of
Ahem as are dead. It is a folly to shiver for
last year's snow,

But when we reflect on the exeruciating
tortures of a dying man which we have wit-
nessed or heard of, our symyathy is excited
by the aperation of conception (for itis econ-
ceplion, not perception, that we have of any-
thing not in actual present existence), and
aur recollection of the distinction of past,
present, aud future, beecomes confused ; so
that we thus feel real pain for an unreal suf-
fering ; just as we sometimes do on reading
ar seeing a tragedy.  But then people reply,
O, the sufferings detailed in a tragedy ave
fictitious, but these are real.” No, they are
aot ; they were real (and so, verhaps, if you
came to that, were Lear's; for the tale may
be a true one), bot they are nut; that which
is past has existed, but does not now exist 5 in
the present time, it is as_unreal us a pure fic-
tion. There is a great difference, indeed, be-
tween the two cases ; one really s, the oth-
er néver was: but they are so fur alike, that
neither of them s, If my house were burnt,
down, iswould be true indetd that there was
a house there, but I ean no more live in it}
than in Aladdin’s palace, which never was.!
The baead whicn T ate a venr ago, and the |
ambrosia of Homer’s gods, are both cqually |
non-existent at this moment; I may: make |
¢ither of them an object of thought; and I!
may think, very truly, that the oue did exist, |
und the other not; aund that other bread is
prepared for me to-day, and ambrosia never
did exist ; but still I could not subsist on the
hread which was consumed a year ago, any
more than on ambrosia.  Why then shoulid ¥
grieve now at anything which as now no ex-
istence? There was good reason for my
grieving at my friend’s sufferings, at the time ;
hecause they were, not past. but actually ex-
isting ; but that is no reason why I should
grieve now, * Present” and “past” makes
all the difference. And this I think most
people perceive ciearly eneugh in their own
cases. A man who has had aleg cut off does
not, I think, in general grieve over the pain
of the operation, unless he has any suspicion
that he may again suffer amputation; and
even in that case it is the thought of the fu-
ture, of which the past presents so lively a
picture, that gives him the pain.

But in the case of others there are two'
cguses that make the difterence :—1st, In our ;
owh case we have a very distinet view of the'
difference between the past and the present
because we have a perception of the latter,:
and only a conception of the former; whereas |
in the case of auother’s sufferings we have;
wonly « conception of each; go that we do not !

!
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so readily draw the line. Tt may bo said, that.
of the futuve also we have only a conception 3
and in truth it often happens that the un-
thinking are occupied almost exclusively with
the present ; but those who use their wader-
standing are tanght by that that their coneep-
tions of jhe future, if correct, will be succeed-
ed by perceptions ; that though the things
which are to befull them are not real novw,
they will be so, and therefore are just objects
of pursuit or avoidance : while the same un-
derstanding teachs, that past evils, so far as
they have Jeft no resulis, are, to us, the same
as if they had never heen; except, indeed,
that many even derive plasure from thinking
of them in contrast with present ease. 2d,
Though rsasoh would teach us the same in
respect of the past sufferings of a friend, we
are less apt to listen to the lesson, from our
auachinu a kind of merit 10 tender-hearted-
ness towards a feiend, while it is regarded as
no merit, but rather a reproach, to feel very
keenly forourselves. Al whieh® very right;
only it should not hlind us to ti-> real state
of the case, and lead us to sympathize with
these who ave, at the very moment we aré
arieving for them, perfectly tree from the af-
tlietion,

To all this T have been answered, “ O, you
are fur altering the nature of man ; nothing
can be more natural than this kind of sym-~
pathy ; and you might as well pretend that
one ought not to feel pain.”  Certainly the
weakness of our nature are a part of our na-
ture ; rad imagination is a part of the human
mind as well as reason; but if every thing
that is natural is to be vindicated on that
ground, what folly may not? To go on fur-
ther, it is undeniably natural to feel real and
acute pain at a tragedy or monvaful tale ; but
1 do not adinire the wisdom of him who gives
way to this, and does not, when the pain pre-
dominates, recall his feelings and rouse him-
self by the recolicction that it iz all unreal
As for the latter part of the objection, it is
quite possibie ; for to pretend that puin is no
evil is not to follow the dictates of the under-
standing, which does unot at all teach us 1o
deny that we feel: but in the present ccse,
the understanding dors teach us that what we
grieve for has uo reul existence, at the present
moment. Peason does not teach usthat a
man who was burnt alive SUFFERED no pain ;
but it does tell us that he suffers nonn now 5
and that if we grieve for him, it is throvgh a
confused conception, which gives no distinet
view of the past and the present,

1 believe the reason why the sufferings of
the death-bed affect people so much more
than any other, is because in_any other case
there is at least a hope of =2 kind of compen-
sation resulting from the enjoyment of sub-
sequent health and comfort in this life;
which in a man’s last illness, of course, can-
not be. Thisis a fanciful ground of afflic-
tion, however, even in a heathen; and it ig
utteriy unchristian. On the whole, I think
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-we have enough real pains and troubles in
this life, without tormenting ourselves with
imaginary ones.—~Good Words.

Soriptural Proverbs Compared with
Others.

Surely in vain the netis spread in the
sight of any bivd ; Prov. i. 17.
. ‘T'o fright a bird is not the way to catch
her.

The hand of the diligent maketh rich ; Prov
x4
Diligence is the mather of good luck.

1 said of langhter, It is mad ; Becl. ii. 2.

Laughter is the hiccup of a fool.

T'wo are better than one; Iecel. iv. 9.

Union is strength.

One sinner destroyeth much good ; Eeccl.
ix. 18.

One fool makes many.
_ Tor three things the earth is disquieted, . .
or & servant when he reigneth; Prov. xxx.
21, 22.

Set a beggar on horseback, and he will ride
to the devil.
‘The way of transgressors is hard; Prov.

The liber-

xiii. 1.
The devil’s meal is all bran.
The devil

tine’s life is not a life of liberty.
drives his pig to o bad market.

A fool uttereth all his mind ; Prov. xxix.

1.

A fuool’s bolt is soon shot. )

‘There is a friend that sticketh closer than'!
a brother ; Prov. xviii. 25.

Friends are the nearest relations.

Review of the Past Month,

If we look abroad upon the world we can-
not avoid coming to the conclusion that dur-
ing no previous portion of its history was
the progress and life of Christianity in a
mere healthy state. The unchristian bitter-
ness which was wont too largely to distin-
guish Christian denominations is softening,
while the zeal and vigor with which gospel
truth is being pushed to the remotest corners
of the earth are greater than they ever were.

There is a union of spirit and purpose among
the great bodies of Christians, which is rapid--
1y becoming a weapon too powerful for even'!
spiritual darkness to contend against. There !
are now more than a thousand Protestant:
ministers in France. In ltaly the popery of
the Pope is propped by French bayonets and :
maintains a precarious existence even thus.
“Paleration has become a lawin Austria. The
sovereign of Prussia is one of the Bible’s!
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most earnest friends. The persecution which
disgraced Sweden has been put out of coun-
tenance by public opinion. The Word of
God is about to become the common property
of the vast Russian empire. Evangelization
is meeting rationalism on its own ground in
Germany and Switzerland and more than
holding its own. ILvery Protestant church
in Christendom is becoming more and more
missionary in its spirit and aims. The Church
of England once so dear, is now nobly work-
ing in the van, planting the gospel standard
in the most distant and barbarous lands. ‘The
Methodists are sending out missionaries by
the hundred, and the other denominational
brethren are not far behind them. Indeed
all are awakening to the sense of a great res-
ponsibility, and the latter half of the nine-
teenth century will witness we doubt not, the
strongholds of Satan shaken to their centre.

Perhaps at no previous time was the Church
of Scotland in so vigorous a state at home
asshe now is. New churchesare being plant-
ed and endowed in every part of the country.
Her clergy are faithful, earnest and able, and
she is every day becoming in the best sense
of the term, in a greater and greater degree
the Church of the people. We trust that
nothing will happen to mar this rapidly in-
creasing affection. She is now pursuing the
quiet and even tenor of her way. with little
to disturb her onward course. There are
two cases, however, which at the present mo-
ment are producing eome feeling in the Church,
that of Mr. Gebbie, a minister who appears
to have been carried away literally into mad-
ness by what is called revivalism, and to
have given utterance to extravagances and
blasphemies beyond belief. His case has
been before the Preshytery of Irvine for a
considerable time, and the evidence has
brought to light facts of a strange and almost’
incredible nature. Mr. Gebbie’s case will go
to the Assembly, and the only possible issue:
we should think, must be his deposition.

The other case is the settlement of South
Leith, said to be the richest living in Scot-
land. The Government have presented Mr.
Phin, an able aud clear-headed, but rathey
pugnacious man. Only 64 signed his cull,
while more than 1100 objected to him. The:
matter is now in the hands of the Church
Courts, and it may be some time before it is.
decided Popular election no doubt has its
diffienlties and drawhacks as our dissenting
brethren well know, but it is a privilege which
Preshyterians have always most tenaciously
asserted, and we believe that the end will be
that it will, ere a great wany years, be an ac>
complished fact in the Church of Scotland.
Mr, Phin may be an excellent, as he certainly
is a talented man, and it is very likely that
the people, if left to themselves, will choose;
some one his inferior intellectually, still we:
thivk it would be 2 pity and a crime 19
thrust an unacceptable man—even a good
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man, upon an unwilling congregation, and
thus run the visk of scattering 1t altagether.

In our own little corner of the vineyard,
we were congiatulating ourselves some time
ago on a substantial addition to oar strength.
Alas! how short-sighted is man! Four mis-
sionaties came to us, and in a vear four have
departed. The venerzble Dr. McGilivray has
gone to the better country.  Mr. Jardine has
1eturned to Scotland, and also Mr. Talluch,
Mr. Cameron has accepted a presentation in
Canada to the astonishment and regret of
all his friends bere.  Why under the peculiar
circumstances of his case he has turned his
back on his native Province in her need we
do not know. Perhaps he has a reason; it
ought to be a sirong one.

Turning our attention to matters of a secu-
Jar nature, we find the gold prospecting in
Nova Scotia more promising than ever.
Great ¢ antities of the recious metal are
undoubtedly being found, and there is every
appearance of the approaching summer heing
& busy and successful one in that direction.

In England, the most ahsorbing topic of
the day, 1s the Great Exhibition, which was
to be opened on the first of the present
month. ‘There is every probability that its
suceess will not be inferior to that of its pre-
decessor in 1851, while it will be on a vastly
greater seale. Tt would appear to be a sub-
ject of universal regret that neither the Queen
nor the Prince of Wales will be present at its
opening, the latter in aceordance with a plan
Iaid down by his late lamented father having
set out on a tour to the East.

Thesubscriptions for a monument in honor
of Prince Albert, have now reached upwards
of £40,000. Several of the great cities in-
tend having monuments of their own., Her
Majesty has decided that the national one
shall be a monolith or obelisk, consisting of
a single stone of as great height as can be
procured, with designs by the most eminent
artists.

The destruction of the American fiigates
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positions after much hard fighting, has falleny
nto their hands,

The last battle fought at Pittsburgh land-

ing on the Tennessee was the most blondy and

fiercely cantended that ever took placeon this
; continent, It seems to have Dbeen some-
| thing like a drawn battle. ‘The South leaving
( the field in order on the src nd day, but tar-
| rying with them many guns and thonsands of
{ prisoners. The Northcoufesses to aloss of 5000
j killed and wounded. ‘The South as yet has
jnot given any official account of the amount
jof theirloss. It is reaily fearful to contem-
| plate the present position of this ouce great
commonweaith. Yet dark as seems the fu-
ture, the issue cannot be doubtful. ‘The
Nortl, we are convinced, though it may gain
many victories, by the ail of overwhelming
numbers, never can permanently bring back
or conquer the South. It isa bootless war
so far as that is concerned, and franght with
future ruin to the financial credit of the North.
Slavery will no doubt receive a blow, perbaps
a death blow. Already it has been abolished
n the District of Columbia, and a treaty l)a*
| been mada with Britain giving, it Is saic, the
| right of mutual search, in order to put down
| the slave trade. This is a great and glorious
concession, and must lead tv most important
results.

|
|
t

The gold discoveries in New Zealand have
been very valuable, 25,000 nurces having been
exported within six mouhs after the first dis.
covery. ‘The gold fields of Columbia are re-
presented as richer still, and it is said the pre-
cious metal has aiso been found in the Pres-
idency of Bombay.

We observe from the newspapers that &
great portion of the town of Kingston, Jamai-
ca has been destroyed by fire, and that also
thousands of families have ueen ruined by ter-
rible inundations in the valley of the Sacra-
mento,

In Canada and some parts of the States,
particularly Connecticut, the ravages of floods
have been most destructive. In our own

by the tron clad Merrimac in Southern waters, | province, the amount of snow upon the ground
has been a subject of exciting debate in . during the last two months has been greater
Great Britain, and it is pretty genesally con- | than e¢ver kncwn before, and a sudden thaw
ceded that the present navy must be replaced, | would Lave brought unexampled destruction.

at any cost, and as speedly as possible by
iton ships of the Warrior class. The great
question is whether artillery may not be dis-
covered powerful enough to destroy even
them.

The people of England have shown prince-
lv generostiy in aiding the poor people made
widows and orphans by the terrible accident
at the Hartley toal pits, the sum of £70,000
having been subscribed for that parpose.

‘The unnatural war in the States of Ameri-
e/ continues on ever increasing pronortions.
TFor some time victory has derlased in favor
of the North, and a2 number of important

By the Llessing of a kind Providence they have
escaped so great a calamity.
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