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Sermon,.

By the Rev. Thomas Duncan, Charlotietown,
P, E. Island, preached at the opening of
the Synod, in St. Matthew's, Halifax, June
28¢th, 1861, Published by request.

“Even as Christ loved the Qhurch and' gave
Himaelf for it, that le might sanctify. and
eleanse it with the washing of watar by the
word; that He might present it to Himself a
glorious Churcl, nothaving sgo: or wrinkle, or
uny such thing.”—Eph. v. 25—27.

Many are the trials and vicissitudes, and
singular, in many respects, the circumstances
through which the Church has had to pass.
Possessing, as it does, a history of events
and changes such as from the ordinary nature
of things, might have been expected, as well
as msny things.of which we could al)ossibly
form no conception until their actual occur-
rence;: yet that same history presents to us.
features. which are of: the very highest im-
portance to us in our sojourn here below.
Even to, the mere student of.ordinary history
it must at all times be interesting:to.be able to
trace the rise and progress, the movements—
sometimes apparently retrogade, and some-
timesprogressive—ofthe Church;the one great
central idea being unswervingly carried out,
hecoming as time passes, more clearly and:
fully. developed, whilst; it may be,.the details.
arealloved a certain scope of'movement and:
of change. Interesting,. especially, 1t must:
be to.be able to trace, in a clear and well au-

henticated history, he records.of the varied:

dealings.ot. God-with man, and at the same

time, to haveplaced side by side with: these, for

purposes of comparison, the return dealings.
Vou. VIL. No. 13.

of man with God.. Interesting, we might
reasonably suppose, and yet strange, exceed-
ingly strange, the tale that is there related.
Surpassing all, conjgcture on the one fiand,
the interest and concern displayed by our
Heavenly Father in the affairs of man; and
still stranger, passing.all belief~-were it not
that it agrees with our ordinary and daily
experience—passing all conception, the ex-.
traordinary manner in which this care and
interest and unbounded benevolence have.
been appreciated and received-by an ungrate-
ful race, ‘Kruly it is.an interesting and. ver
astounding. record—astounding in its recital.
of God's extraordinary mercy and regard for
his creatures, and still more startling in the
singular discoveries it makes.of man's more
than base acknowledgment of his Father’s.
bounty. To one prominent feature of that
record we would look to-day.

Christ loved the Church! Come, then, let
us read that history;. take it up.item alter
item, page after page. If anywhere, we will.
find tge fact there fully illustrated. Why,
then, take that histery. Read it, yes read it
carefully, attentively; take it from the very
fitst instalment of. wman into the honours. and
offices of life, surrounded as he was with
those sweet scenes;. the pleasant gifts, the.
extraordinary. blessings of his first abode.
From: that period, down through all time,
read that mercy displayed at the Fall,—n
mercy not only that s;ared, but that ushered.
in greater blessings even than had ever been
bestowed before: then that guardianship ex-.
hibited: to Abraham and Isaac and Jacob, the:

founders and then.almost the only represcu-



104 THE MONTIHLY RECORD OF TIIE CIIURCH OF SCOTLAXD.

tatives of the exrly Church: that continued | anxieties and cares, those bitter trinls, nat
gunrdianship townrds the descendants of | only from an opposing and hoatile priesthood,
Abraham in their bondage s the deliverance, , hut even frum his friends, from his own fol-

then that series of strange, of unprecedented ' lowers, his disciples, bis relatives themselves!

marvels performed towards them in their '  How long will I bear with you!"” sometimes -
wanderings throughout the wilderness, until  was the bitter, piercing wail that rose to

we rench their settlement in the land of pros ¢ his lips, And, oh! were it possible for

ise, and thelr organization as an independ- | Jesus to suffer the pang of bitter disappoint-

ent and thoroughly equipped kingdom. Here | ment, as, doubtless, in his human nature it

the history widens, if anything, Ilere are! was, with a thousandfold rigor it must have

introduced the repented messnges, the receiv- stung him.  Add the Iabors he enduredt In

ing “line upon line, and precept upon pre- toils and unremitting encurance we look, and

cept;” those frequent and surprising inter-) look in wain, for an equal. No! under every

ferences on their behalt, interferences that
are sometimes open and palpable, sometimes

civcumstance, by day and by night, in good
report and in bad, when oppesition met him

screened from immedinte public gaze, but!in every quarter, and when a favoring breeze

which, whether palpable or concealed, do
most certuinly and on all occasions, show
themselves to be for the people’s highest in-
terest and welfure. ‘Time rolls on, Many
changes oceur, ‘Fhe monarchy becomes rent
and shattered. The religious and moral us-
pect of the country is fearfully degenerated
ulmost everywhere; a strong, an irresistible
movement set in for the woyse. If the down-
ward progress conld be stemmed at all, it
sould only be by seme divine and miraculous
interposition. " No interposition, however,
was given. ‘Things were allowed to take
their course until they clased, for the time,
with the captivity. And now what have we?
What is the speeeh, if any, that this past does
utter, with all its variety of events? We
have seen. it has o variety. Merny on mercy,
gooduess piled on goodness, benevolence on
henevolence, until there seems searcely room
enough, either in camp or nation to receive
them. Side by side,sometimes weread of chas-
tisement—God’s people chastened for their
many sins—a warnhing voice sent forth among
them, and such accents, and furnished with
credentials of such as tartling and telling na-
ture as wouldJead them long toremember and
seriously profit by the lesson. But even the
chastisement! ‘Why, often they were obliged
to say—*“It was good for us that we hac been
affiicted.” Well, read the past. Takeinallats
facts—mereies and chastisements combined.
Read it fairly in all its parts. Carryit downto
the very close of the dispensation, and with its
rovocations ou man's part, and jts unre-
inquishing eare on God’s, What can we say
of it? Almost too bare, lacking much of a
proper enthusiasm, is the langusge of the
text: “Even as Christ loved the Chureh.”
Yes, He was laboring even then thatHemight
present it a glorious Chureh, not having spot
or wrinkle, or any such thing; aye, loved it
with an intensity of .sympathy which it is all
but impossible for us to ealculate or conceive.
Loved the Chureh! Why, then, take that
marvellous sacrifice that Christ has made,
and, with all its attendant eircumstances, ex-
amine narrowly that lowly entrauce into this
world of care and sorrow; that, tor Jesue,
almost humiliuting life! Ah, those constant
self-denyiug labors, those heavy griefs and

bade fair to waft him pleasantly to his mis-
sion’s end,—in every circumstance Jesus
proved fairly and well that it was His meat
and His drink, nay, a consideration preced-
ing even the supply of His ordinary” bodily
wants, that He should accomplish the will of
His Father, Nobly did our Sayionr toil,
Nobly, divinely, e braved every difficulty
and trial; and nobly at last He won. l'oil-
some, and beset with many dangers, was the
path He had }aid out for Himself to tread,
vet despite of every danger He entered upon
it with ease and fortitude, and finished it with
o glorious success. Undaunted by difficulty,
and unawed by scenes of the wildest terror,
Jesus showed how little either frowns or
caresses could move from his purpose the man
whose enterprise was high and whose aims
were pure. Even that bitter death, attended
as it was by that umnjust trial, those impious
railleries and jeers, that scourging and lacer-
ation, and by that desertion of His friends;
all that could add anether pang of shame or
agony to His overwhelming sufferings; yet
Jesus bore them all. IBore them, and
why? What cause of all that suffering?
Because there was none but the inextinguish-
able love of the suffering Redeemer—none,
but thas Christ yearned over his Church with
an intensity of sympathy that nothing could
oppose. Yes, €hirist loved his Church; and
there is one, and the strongest proof of it—
“Jke gave himself for it”> Why, * Scarcely
for o righteous man,”” says God’s own word,
4 will one die; yet peradventure for a good
man some would even dare to- die: but God
commendeth His love towards us, in that,
while we were yet sinners, Christ died for
us.,” Xied for us! Yes; bore all that ve-
proach, that shame, that agony, that bitter
anguish of soul! Why? but that we might
livial s because He eared for us, and loved us
well.

Loved the Church! Look around where we
will, on the life of Christ, and it appears as if
in every depastment this kindness and sym-.
pathy were plain. Louk, among other things,
—and simply by way of a passing illustration,
—at the light which Jesus shed upon the
Church-—the very system of truth He revealed
~~the word, by whose instrumentality, and
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with whose aid, the Spirit’s agency, as with ! feared, with not much better success. }'Iero.
the_washing of water, the Church is to be i as in the other case, nature, God's ordinary
purified and cleansed: one of thie means tow- | dealings with man, man’e instincts, and the
ards the fulfillment of the glorious destiny of ; constitution of his mind, al! were ransacked.

Christ’s beloved people.  Need we point to
the state of the world previous to the entrance
of this light in order to appreciate aright the
boon? Men groping on the most important
points for light auﬁ intelligence, and yet
finding whatP—scarcely a ray of pure and
unalloyed intelligence. And even if, here and
there, there did appenr a few streaks of light,
the harbingers of appronching day, why, theu,
they secmed only to render the darkness and
ohscurity more plain; merely served to show
men the dim uncertainty in which they were,
and in which, unless befriended from without,
they must forever dwell.

Why, even as to man’s eternity—the fu-
ture destiny of that glorious--that immor-
tal spirit entrusted to his charge —- that,
to man, most important of all truths, what
could it say® At best, alas! only some
stray hints, dim and hesitating, and min-
gled sadly with alternating hopes and foars!
But, as for certainty there was, there could
be none. Oh! even at its best, what
a lamentable condition on this momentous
subject! All fluctuating and changeful, t'o-
day a hint in one direction ; and perhaps, to-
morrow counterbalanced or uprooted by some
opposite event. Itis quite true there were
intimations—at Jeast there were figrres and
metaphors bearing on the point. Nature,
with all her changes, and providence even,
with its recurring events, and more especi-
ally man’s own soul, with its instinctive fears
and hopes, its longings and anticinations,
each, doubtless, had its tale to tell. Mach
conveys instruction, and to us, with ouy im-
proved knowledge, good and profitable in-
struction, But in those days, alas! their
highest intimation was only conjecture and
doubt. Nathing more! Yet how differently
stands it no# Plainly, unmistakeably, has
Christ brought life and immortality to light
through the Gospel, rolled away, and for
ever, every doubt, or fear, or surmise on the
subject. ‘There, in that noble system of di-
vine truth, with its delightful simplicity and
its marvellous grandeur, man’s eternity ap-
pears,—not now a questiouable, but for ever
a thoroughly established, a well authenticated
{act. Ave, eternity, with its awful interests,
its untold sorrows on the ane hand, and its
inconceivable blessings on the other! Now
it stands before us as one of the sternest re-
alities that meets us here. No self-flattery
here, Certain we are that there it is, and
that one day we must meet it.

Man’s eternity! And what of his recon-
ciliation to his God—the clearing away of
those abstacles that meet us in our return to
our Father’s love? Often, so we read, bad
man, with the ordinary appliances around
him, set about the investigation of this fact,
as well as of the former; aund, it isto be

I But alas! how dim and obscuve were the

hints. they gave. True, there v-ve intima-
tions of a merciful feeling on the part of
God. FEven with the tokens of a stern jus-
tice there were linked indications of a large,
an extraordinary mercy and compassion.
Lven when the lash was exhibited to the view
of the offender, it seldom, if ever, fell with
that full and unhending severity with which,
in justice, it might have fallen. And, i in
nature and the ways of Providence, so much
could betraced, there was inaddition, that ten-
dency in man’s own nature—and that not a
weak tendency either—to the side of merey;
and then it was asked, May we rot, without

, injustice, reason from mun to God. By the

implantation of these principles in man has
He not, in some measure, told us somewhat
of Himself. Forbearance, and ultimately
forgiveness, on proper conditions, showed
themselves in most instances to be the quali-
ties most approved of by the conscience, and
which were attended with the happiest re-
sults, And the end of this enquiry was the
establishment of the system of sacrifice. But
even this seemed to have no stronger toun-
dation than a high degree of probability.
But now what reason is there for thankful-
ness! All uncertainty is gone, and in the
most unmistakeable manner the truth pre-
sents itself,—I am the way, the trath, and
the life!” Jesus once more the propitiation
for our sins ! the only scrifice that can atone
for iniquity ! and still the Lamb of Gou that
taketh away the sin of the world!

Ard what need to speak of the other truths
contained therein? that clear line of duty
mapped ont for us, those encouragements to
virtue and to piety, those continued waraings
and threatenings.” Why, we Lave only to o~
serve the elevated condition of the world since
thesetruthsobtained a place init, to know what
we owe, and how we should be without them.

Christ Joved the Church! ‘To return. Let
us trace out still further the windings of that
stream at which we have glanced for a little
already. A singular history, in some respects,
it may scem to have. At onc time appearing
as & tiny struggling rill, scarcely able, one
would suppose, to find its way through op-
posing barrers, vet struggling on. A liule
farther on, and it swells.  Its power hnereas-
es, and it widens rapidly, bidding fair to by
of some power and compass. Alas! for a
time, its waters became turbid, and then are
all but iuet to human sight; only, however,
reappear in greater vigor and purity, and
with still fairer promise of completing tho
course so well begun. Checquered has been
the history of the Chureh,—sometimes In
cloud, sowetimes with bright and sunuy skie;
now in luxury and plenty, with a prospering
gale wafting her aloug; and anon with the
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thunder rolling above her, on an angry sea,
and with adverse tides. Soon her strength
and vigor becoming enervated and weak, her
zeal and godlineas declining, almost dying
away, and scarcely struggling on with a re-
laxed energy and'a stained innocence. Yes,
often has the Church been in troubled waters,
and often has she seen exceedingly anxious
times,—troubled sometimes by the fires of
persecution around her; sometimes davk, it
may e, from her own iniquity ; sometimes
the dearest blood of her children shed in her
hehalf; sometimes mourning and sore lamen-
tation that her vineyard is desolate, her
fire all but out. Aye; but mark even then the
attitude of Christ. Never for 8 moment has
he deserted her, In her very darkest seasons,
when storms and persecutions, when hostili-
ty and violence everywhere assailed her, still
ishe found cheering her 'on, succoring her
valient ones, and consoling her mourners,—
the captain of our salvation! He never once
deserted the post of danger, o left the Church
to herselfin'a trying moment, Never, suvely,
did parent tend” with greater solicitude und
conzern the children committed to his charge,
than did our Redeemer with his beloved
flock. Pour through the whole course of that
Church’s history and all its events, whether
in infancy or in manhoad, in strength or
weakness, in persecution or safety, amid good
report or in bad, still Jesus appears, nouvish-
ing and cherishing, standing at all times her
truest friend, her strongest stay at a time of
need. And if it be so in her adversity what
shall we say of her wanderiugs from his
paths?  For, even then, he forsook her not
foreyer. Marvellous forbearance and com-
passion that was ever ready to receive his er-
ring flock to his fold, and enrich them with
new treasures of his grace!

Christ loved the Church! Tnthe past that
divinest sympathy most plainly appears.—
But the evidence, great as it is, is not sum-
med up evenin the past, See that Redeem-
er now, exalted to be a Prince and a Saviour
of men: and even in his exaltation we can
still see his continued care, Lven now, he
only canies on the work he began on earth;
his time spent in guarding and protecting the
interests and welfare of his Church, in bind-
ing up the many bleeding hearts which may
he in her, in consoling her sorrowing ones,
in relieving her distressed. Blessed exalta-
tion! for now “we have an advocate with
the Father, even Christ Jesus, the righteous,”
““seeing be ever liveth to muke intercession
for us.” Now is his guardianship confirmed
and extended, and the Church rejoices in the
favor of an elder Brother, whose love passeth
ail knowledge, and whose watchfulness is in-
cupable of change: That eye ® never slum-
bers, never slgeps.”

In the presens, then, Christ loves his
Church! And how shall we tell of that fu-
ture, cncireled, as it is, with that halo of
blessed hopes and gloripus anticipations—=a
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fature of which it is said that “eye hath not
seen, nor var heard, neither have entered iu-
to the heart of man, the things which God
lath prepaved for them that love him.” Bwt
now we muy rejoice—having the Redeemer’s
promise that he is preparing a place for us,
and that soon he shall come again to take us
to himself, that where he is there we may be
also, and be forever. The exact nature of
that future we kuow not now; but great in-
deed must be the glory which God hus pre-
pured for his people in a better home; war-
vellous indeed the honor when Christ does
resent this flock—a glorious Church, not
aving spot or wrinkle, or any such thing.

Christ loved the Church! Say, then, what
more could our Redeemer do than has been
done? See how he has led that Church on
from the very beginning of its history;
guarded it in sunshine and cheered it in
storm; borne with its shortcomings, granted
it the light of his pure and holy truth ; nay,
spared not himself, but freely gave himself
up a ransom for many. And then is not our
Saviour even now pleading that cause of ours
in Heaven, nourishing and cherishing his
flock, and with the promise that at last he
should come and take that Church home to
himeelf ?

My dear friends : Need we be reminded of
the debt of gratitude we owe? Surely such
unexampled self-sacrifice has power enough
in itselfP to move us, without a word fram
man, Ah! never let it be said that such a
marvellous display of love and mercy has
been given a display—such as not the angeis
of heaven heard of before, and likely never
will again—and yet that our hearts should
remain unmoved, Never may the chaige of
such base ingratitude be laid to us. Nay;
but may this very love of Christ constrain us
to devote ourselves as living sacrifices to
God, for it is our reasonable service—a ser-
vice and duty incumbent on all, In accord-
ance with that duty then letygs at all times
act. By it let every motive be regulated,
and every day be spent. By it should we
engage in the ordinary duties of life, and by
it should our spiritual ardour be rekindled
into a livelier flame,

Press on then, Christian friends. TFight
manfully the good fight of faith. Lay hold
on eternal life, Be strong. Forgetting the
things that are behind, the very acquisitions
you have made, press onward to the mark
for the prize of the high calling of God in
Christ; and although there should be many
difficulties to be met, many enemies to be
fought, many opposing forces to be subdued,
vet with our trust in God and in his might,
et us seek to do valiantly, And with his
promised aid aud energy what need we fear?

Met together, as we are about to be this
day, as a Court of Christ’s Church on earth,
Goubtless this very attention and care of
Chuwist toward his peaple will weigh upon
us, increasing, on the one hand, oyr teele
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ing of respomibﬂity, and on the other cheer
ing us by the promise ot his presence.  Sure-
1y entrusted ns we are with .o vessels of the
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ing the weak till increased prosperity enabled
them to become independent.
There has heen much and just cause of

Tord, with the care and keeping of his flock | complaint of the comparatively little interest

here, we cannot but feel the high and solemn
responsiblities of our calling,—that having
this bread of life to break, it becomes us 1o
use all diligence and caution and eare.  But, | elders was hel

taken by mauy in our Foreign Missions ¢s-
pecially, amd during the sitting of last As-
sembly, o large meeting of ministers and

X to consider ‘the question and

olt, with lis promise—+ L0, I am with you [ if possible stic up afresh spirit. 'The peet-

always, even to the end of the world,”- -may |

we not take cournge 2 With us, not unly in
our private life, to instruet and guard and
cheer, but with us also in our public duties.
Infallibility of guidunce, as a matter of course,
we do not for u moment seek to deduce there-
from. We cannot for a moment entertain
the thought 3 nay, we most emphaticully re-
jeet it as unwarranted, cither by the promise
itself, and still more so by our experience.
Liuble to err we still are, and to learn the
pathvof propricty and prudence by a hard
worn experience.

Ou the other hand, let us put far from us
tie iden that this promised presesce super-
cedes in any way, or to any degree, the forth-
putting of our own exertions. Nay; ke
the Boldier on the battle—let that sume pre-
sence rather stimulate us to greater exer-
tions, to nobler efforts, to the endurance of
greater sacrifices in our Master's ‘cause, if
sacrifice be necessary—-all the mote ¢atnest
to da his will and further his cause, by the
good things he has offered. Come, then,
with much responsibility we have also much
pncouragement. And with the legitimate
use of offered meaus and constant prayer for
the Master's guidance, let us go forward to
the work befure us, assured that in this, as
in all else, his promise will stand good, “I
will never leave, nor forsake you,”

And that e may guide and conduct us
safely through life, granting us an interest in
that love wherewith he olesses his Church ;
and at last that he may receive us into his
Futher's house nbove, as part of that Church
ransomed by his blood, und prepared for the
cnjoyment of these future blessings, mav
ke in his infinite goodness grant. Aud to his
most hioly name we ascribe all praise, world
without end! Amen.

0

FROM A SCOICH CORRESPONDENT.

The moventent in the Nova Scatia Church
to render itself self-supporting, is the token
of the growth of a right spirit, and must
have a very heneficial effect on the minds of
muny who have hitherto lovked coldly on
the Colonial Scheme, Instead of the Com-
mittee’s funds being given to those who are
more unwilling than unable te pay for ordin-
ances, they have been distributed amongst
those who greatly required help, and instead
of merely fostering a spirit of dependence,
they have merely been the means of sustain-

ing was addressed by several of the mast
eminent men in the Church, and it is to be
hoped, that it (that meeting) will not be
without its effect, and that the many minis-
ters, chiefly young wen, who were preseut,
will carry with them to their vatious pacishes,
a resojution to awaken tew congregrtions to
a sense of their short-comings in these ves-
pects,

‘The Church of Scotland, nevertheless has
never given more signs of life and usefui-
ness.  Lvery one knows the amount of talent
amongst her clergy, and there is no place
where one has this more impressed on him
than by listening to n debate in the Assembly,
where such men as Dr. Lee, Dr. Tulloch, Dr,
Pirie, Principnl Barclay, Dr. Meleod and
Cook, cnter the lists together. I venture to
say that in no Church will you find greater
power and variety of talent than in the
Church of Scotland of the present day. And
apart from those whose peculiar sphere iy
debate, there nre others, who in the pulpit,
and the feld of every day ministerial duty,
will bear comparison with the most eminent
and uscful of any Church and any day. As
long as the Church can point to such men as
Dr. Caird, Dr. McLeod of Glasgow, Mr.
Stewart of Edinburgh, and several others,
she need never be ashamed of her puipit.

And amongst her laity there ave the tokens
of life which are very satisfactory indeed, and
give us much confidence in Jooking forward.
Qur dissenting brethren are accustomed to
think and speak of themselves as the only
working and giving Churches, and to repre-
sent ux of the Auld Kivk as ecclesiastical
drones, and in proof they point to the givings
of their laity, as contrasted with the mem-
bers of the Establishment, whereas the truth
is, that the chief difference consis's in this I
believe, that the one is more diligent than the
other in publishing the details of their doing
and giving. 1 should like to see the Church
collecting statistics of what is being done in
our parishes, for Iam convinced the resuit
would be, to silence those who are in the
habit of trumpetting their alms-givings be-
fore the world, and contrasting them with
the doings f the Church of Scotland ; here
1 notice that in the Presbytery of Paisley this
has heen done, and although it is by no
means a large or a wealthy Presbytery, the
result has shown that a sum of from L6000
to £7000 has been eollected for religious aud
charitabie purposes within the bounds during
the past vear. I have no doubt, like returns
could bLe shown by many other districts.



198 THE MONTHLY RECORD

‘“he Church is growing in the favor of the
people, and steadily incrensing in members,
and if only her leaders would endeavor to
combine a true literature and a true conser-
vatism in matters of chureh governmment, she
would soon become in a wider sense than
ever the church of the people.

‘The question of Patronuge remains vexed
and vgxing, and patrons, clergy and people
ure alike anxious to find some way out of the
difficulties that seem rather to be increasing
than otherwise under the working of the ex-
isting law. ‘There was no alternative but to
put in the three presentees in the Dunblane,
Scoonie and Tyree cases, if the Assembly
were really 1o administer the law -« but I be-,
lieve, from all that [ can learn, that notwith-
standing the character and ability of the pre- |
sentees, the issues are likely to prove most
dizastrous to the Chuarch in at least two of
these cases.  Once thut peopls have taken
an active part in a prolonged opposition to
any man, whether the objections avase from
causeless prejedice or not, you cannet won-
dor that they should feel a'decided aversion
to receiving him warmly as their minister,
For the suke of Larmony in the Church it is
tu ve hoped that & satisfactory settlement of
the quettion way not be far distant. And I
have goud reason for saying that were this
etumbling block taken away, there would be a
vast number return, who, because of this one
thing, felt themselves conscientiously called
upoun to separate from her communion.

‘The Lord Advocate’s School Bill is exciting
eome considerable attention just now. I
need not eunter on the merits of it, as you
may already be acquainted with them. It is
intended as a settiement, by a kind of com-
promise, of a long disputed question, “The
tendeney of it is chiefly to raise the status of
the school-master, giving him a higher salary
and a retiring allowance, and to liberalise the
schaal, by allowing others besides members
of the Cliurch of Scotland to he eligible as
teachers.  There are points in it that do not
meet with the approval of different_parties,
hut the country in general is, I believe, satis-
jied to receive it as a very reasonable com-
promise. ‘The Church party are, many of
them strong against it, as an * unhallowed”
encroachment on the rights of the Church.
(Pity such a word was allowed to stand in
the motion that went trom the Commission of
Assembly 10 Parliament.) And the dissent-
ers, many of them, are as decided against it {
beeause it anly gives them part of what they
Lave been for years asking—an ignoring of
the position and rights of the Chureh of Scot-
Jand. It is expected that, with a few amend.
ments, it will pags this session.

But 7 am afraid you must have almost con-
cluded by this time against reading any fur-
ther, so I promise nat to say much more in
the meantime. ‘There is just one other mat-
ter that occurs to me, and that is the ques-
tion of union among the leading Presbyte-
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rian bodies. In the Colonies the tendeney, I
see, i8 to sink denominational differences, and
to become a United Church, as has been ac-
complished in the case of the Australian
Churches. I do think that when men have
gone go far fram the scene of their original
differences, and when practically the working
of these various churches is very much the
sume, that such union is most desirable, and
only zeal {or a party supplanting zeal for
Christ can stand in tfle way of the accom.
plishment. You can easily sce how hero
there should be greater difficulties in the way,
and it comes to be a question, how far it is
desirable to have a form of unity, covering
the most inconsistent elements, as would cer-
tuinly be the ease, or whether it be not better
to have chmrehes cultivating a unity of spirit,
uud each working in its own sphere and in
its own way. So far as my experience goes,

; and it is confined chiefly 10 the West of Scot~

land, there is a growing feeling for this cy-
sential unity, and winisters of different de-
nominations now associate privately and pro-
fessionally in a way whicl, not many years
ago, would have heen reckoned inconsistent
with their distinctive principles, That there
are many who are so exclusive still is quito
true, but the feeling of the great body of the
people, and the more liberal and intelligett
of the clergy, is towards brotherhoed.

As a specimen of what is deing, I observe
that, a few Sabbaths ago, Dr. Caird, of Glas.
gow, officiuted at the opening of a United
Presbyterian Church, in Helensburgh. In
Glasgow there is the most thorough harmony
between the clergymen of the various church-
es, (I should except the Free Churchmen,
who stand aloof from all contact with even
the leprous garments of the Church of Scot-
land); but hetween the United Presbyteriana
and Established Churchmen there is the
greatest good will and frequent interchango
of professional civilities, In the neighboring
town of Paisely, which used to-be rather no-
tovious for its bitter animosities alike in civil
and sacred matters, there is the most exem-
plary harmony. Indeed, I am quite convine.
ed Jmt the clergy are more to blame by far
than the luity, for disunion where it exists, for
invariably when ministers exchange pulpits
there is a general impression of satisfaction
by the people, I trust that the bigotry that
has marred our Preshyterianism is fast goiug;
and especially should ¥ feel sorry to think
that sectarian animosities should continue
amongst those who in the Colonies ought sure-
Iy to stand by oue another, hecause of whut
they have in common rather than oppose each
other, because of their minor points of dif-
ference.

That we may all see eve to eye, all go
hand in hand, all work harmoniously as la-
borers in the same vineyard, servants of tho
same Lord, members of the one true Church
of Christ, must be the earnest prayer of every
one who loves more to seo the spread of
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il i istinctive opin. | And downwards falling frout the bow that binds
saving (ruthi than of his own distinctive opin- | downwards falling

jons, who would rather know of the eatablish- o et which k that fand
ing of the Kingdom of the Saviour than the! Issug‘;}-g:’:‘xg:& light which keeps ti d
temporary prosperity of liis sect. A Shesaw and entering into restat lnst knew love's
full swectness, .
Where all life’s broken harmonies were bound in

Ilcaven’s completeness, .
Halifax, August 12th, 1861, M. K.

0.

0

For the “Record.”
FLIZABETH BARRETT BROWNING.

“And friends, dear friends, when it chall be
That this low breath is gone from me,
And round my bier ye come to weep,
1.ct one most loving of you all,
Say, * Not a tear must o’er her fall,

SEXMON BY THE REV, DR. MATHIESON 01
MONTREAL,

i 'The Discourse now before us, was preached
Tl aivath hia beloved sloope ™ ‘(u the city of Quebec on the ozcasion of the
e giveth s beloved »50p, meeting of the Synod of owr Church in Cana-

%oem, entitled ** The Slecp.” | 8 ¥nod clh in L
drom her o Pocm. entitled *The Sleep.™ g, gy possesses an interest and importance
Solong beside the altar-stone, toiling with strange | of a special character, for a three-fold reas~n,
endeavor, s .+ —the cireumstances under which it was deli-
‘To pierce the mystery, ut last within the veil | vered, the ]msilion and character of its ane

forever; .
No longer in the outer oreh the poet's heart is |

praying, . X
Nolonger chides the yearning soul the Master's |

long delaying. :

No louger down the aisles of thought Ler foot-
step treads uncertain, .

Between her and tae glory now droops no divid-
ing curtain; .

‘The soul which earth could never soil has donned
its robes of whiteness, .

‘I'nc earnest eyes long heavenward raised now sce |
the King in brightsi os4, !

Not with a womaa's trembling touch her hand !
essayed the lyro,

‘Those wondrous hurmouies were learned through
baptism of fire ;

So full x&nd exquisite the struin, so lofty, yet so
tender,

Love, huraan hearted and sublime, became life’s
sole defender,

Her path was always skyward bound, amid the
sun.capped mountains,

Where flowers of radient beauty grew, fresh by
Faith's silver fountains ;

While dreams of “assionate delight on wings of
promise bore her,

Up to the great eternal land, the goal that lay
before her. \

Outstretching tothe cherubim where God is man-
ifested, X
Her louging soul went up from earth until its

pinions rested,
In very weariness of strength the awful mystery

under,

From out whose veiled depths she heard the echo
of its wonder.

And from her lofty stand, like some apocalyptic
angel,

In words of fire she sangto earththepoet’seweel
evangel ; :

All hnman, all immortal things, like Jacob’s lad
der given,

Whereby her feet in search of truth might climb
from earth to heaven.

Until, as mounting step by step, the charmed
volce grew stronger,

‘I'he harpers in her Father's land could vear de-
lay uo longer;

But opened wide the peatly gales that she, their
sister spirit.

Who long had owned a kindred harp might kin-
dred vrwn inherit, .

thor, and the subject and object of the ad-
ress. We shall confine what remarks we
have to make afmost entirely to the latter.
Let us premise, however, in a very few words,
that the Rev. Dr. Matheson as Moderator of
the Synod during the past year, had peculiar
and delicate duties to perform, in which the
interests and honor of the Church were very
ncarly concerned, and with what ability, au-
authority, and dignity he performed them is
known o all.  Within, there were questions
of the greatest moment, agitating the Church, |
more especially with regard to Union with

" other Preshyterian bodies, as well as inciden-

tal and outward circumstances of no mean
importance, which could not be foreseen and
depeuded ultogether upon the judgement,
firmness, and experience of one 1an, as tie
Church’s Representative, With wkat tact,
dignity and success he performed the latter
delicate and trying duty is kunown to every
one, angd has placed the Charch of Scotland
in Canada, and all over America, under &
lasting debt of gratitude to him. But there
was a far higher and more important duty ce-
maining, and that duty has been performed
in this Synod Sermon in a manner which
ought to gladden the heart, convince the un-
derstanding, and touch the teelings of every
true member of the Church of Scotland, and
indeed of every Christian and enlightened
man.

During the last year or two the subject of
Union has been a very prominent one among
the churches, and its merits had begun to e
canvassed somewhat actively within the Sy-
nod of the Church of Scotland in Canada.
To this great and important subject does thia
distinguished father of the Chuxch address
himself, in the discourse now un’ ¢ review.
He grasps it with a strength and earnestness,
and vet with a tenderness and liberality,
which show how well he understands and
how deeply he feels the matter under consid-
eration. ‘There is no shadow of uncertainty
in his deliverance. Every reason and opin-
ion are clear, succinet and definite. Meis too
much in earnest for a shade of ambiguity to
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cloud his meaning, Tle speaks to his breth-
ren as a man fully and deeply lm&)ressed with
the magnitude of his sub{ect, and he speaks
consequently with a weight and an authority

THE CHURCH OF SCOTLAND

eve, all are ‘of one heart and of one soul,’
all are devoted to the same thing. We should
therefore shun everything hike division in the
church as a very great sin. We should avoid

which mere liwerary qualifications would | even the appearance of this evil, as repug-

searcely command. ‘The consistent and lofty |
principle, the strong patriotism, the pure and |
fervid eloquence of the man, and the divine,
shine in every sentence. ‘The style of the
discourse is animated and impressive, the

reasoning, cogent and persuasive, and the ‘
position taken, firm and unswerving, Yet
there is none of the narrowness of the mere
sectary—or the blind zeal of the bigot. Every
view enuncizted is broad, liberal, and full of |
charity. ‘The most ardent Unionist, if he is
a Christian man, cannot vise from a perusal s
of this sermon without u genuine love and
respeet for its author. But as our space is
limited and we wish to allow our readers to
Judge of the ments of the discourse by a few
short extracts, we will let the Dr. speak for
himself, In the introduction, he briefly des-
cribes the character of the Apostles Peter
and 1'aul, aud exhibits the influence of that
character upon the primitive Church. e
deduces certain lessons from the conduet of
the Apostles—and making their principles
his text, applies them with great power and
fervor to the subject in hand. His leading
¢ sject is 10 show that they Aever allowed prin-
ciple to yield to expediency. What is right,
is right under every possible circumstance
and condition. 'We cannot barter or compro-
mise the truth—or win one part of it by sac-
rificing another. To trim or compromise is
no portion of Christian ethics, and but a poor
foundation on which to found a united Church.
I'he preacher well says,

¢ The Utopinn Reformer, forgetful that the
only union which the word of God sanctions,
and declares fitted for the condition of the
church on earth, is a union that is entirely
spiritual—not political and external—is the
fusion into fellowship of faith and love, by
by the Spirit of God, of all human hearts,
the whole Christian community * being of
one heart and of one sovul,"~in his heart-
hatred of sects and schisms, and with an
exuberance of liberality, that would compro-
mise truth, and sacrifice every conscientious
conviction at the shrine of & wide catholicity,
would agglutinate the incoherent particles of
religious opinion,—would attempt, but at-
f2mpt in vain, to fuse into one homogeneous
mass, the repellant, elements of earth and
heaven.”

This is a great truth weli expressed, and in
a subsequent passage he explains some what
fully what Union is—a thing spiritual, not
political and external.

«Union is a blessed thing, and the great
object and aim of the Christian Churek is to
bring all ¢to the unity of the faith, and the
knowledge of the Son of God;’ and unity is

the distinguishing quality of the glorified
church in heaven. There they all sce eye to

nant to the distinguishing qualities. of the
heavenly worshippers. But perfect unitv of
sentiment and action, is not to be expected in
the chureb in the present imperfect state of
bumanity. The diversity of mental endew-
ments, and of intellectual vigor and perspi-
cacity, that exists in the human family ; the
varied influences of cducation, of national
habits, and of early associations, render it
impossible to find any two men, who, in the
exercise of free inquiry, hold precisely the
same views of the same subject. Dut this
permitted evil may,in the providence of God,
lend 1o the most desivable vesults.”

We wish we ¢auld make room for the au-
thor’s description of the evils which dissen-
sion and sectarian jealousy have brought upon
the Christian Chureh, but we must forbear,
in order to make room for the following fine
apostrophe which every lover of our vener-
able Zion will read with warmly responsive
feelings. Inthe following passage there is
someﬁxing better than mere eloguence, let
our readers peruse it till they hmvegot it by
heart. .

< YWhat, then!—to put out of view this
unseemly spectacle, and to give length and
verge enough for the manifestation of the
;Birit of universal catholicity, would we aink

distinction of parties P—would we break
up the present frame-work of the visible
church, and remove these partition-walls by
which it is now divided, as things of indiffer~
ence, and injurious to the free play of our
Christian sympathies >—~Would we sacrifice,
at the shrine of expediency, our honest pre-
dilections for our own modes of discipline,
and forms of worship, that all sects and par-
ties may be amalgamated into one commu-
nity—being called by one name—observing
the same forms and religious rites,—alas?
that we cannot say, in the present condition
of human nature, “all being of one heart
and of one soul.—Would we surrender, for
the sake of external unity, our conscientious
preference for the church of our Fathers, and
forgettul of her past history—forgetful of
what Scotland, of what the world, owes to
her, as the noblest champion ot civil and re-
ligious liberty,—forgetful of her heing the
most honored instrument in the hands of her
Divine Master, for the successful accomplish-
ment of his work—forgetful of the mauy be-
nefits we have individually received from her
hand, and ungrateful for her fostering care
and kindness in our infantile weakness ; and
unthankful for her Christian counsels, now,
that we are yising into manhood ; are we to
repudiate her? Are we to deny all connec-
tion with her, and yet continue (o batten on
her bounty ? Are we to rencunce every pe-
culiarity in her principles and conatitution cu
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which others may differ from ns, and which j and liberty abroad over the worll —f .\ light
we as her ministers, after careful examination, | shining in a dark place.” The God who hain

have come to o deliberate conviction of their
scriptural ovigin, and solemniy sworn to
maintain them—are we, in a word, to sacrifice
truth, disregard conscience, cast honor and
integrity to the winds, so that we may come
into visible unity with those wto have ¢fled
from her as a pollution,’ aud deemed herso
corrupt, us to warrant them to seek her utter
overthrow ?

*The Church of Seotland ! "tis an evil time
JMethinks, when thatlong hullowed wune inspires
Not veneration ! Charch! by which our sires
Stood like the mountuins of their native ¢lime
Unmoved. screne, and, if austere. sublime,
Amidst the raging tempest,—forked fires,

And crashing thunderbolte,—in flaming pyres,
Illumed the dark, and left their bones as lime
Yo fertilize her vineyard. Chureh of God!

God be thy guardisn us in days of old,

‘When from the terrors of the tyraut’s rod,

And Egypt’s horrors, tkrough the pathless wilds,
e led his people to the balmy buwers

Of lofty Lebunton, and Zivn's holy towers.’

And are we to blot from our memory these
boly associations, and forego these conscien.
tivus predilections, merely to achieve an amal-
gamation of all sects and pariies, without
possessing the elements of true scriptural
unity? Ave we to take to our Yosom, as
friends and brothers, with the love of com-
placency, those who have cruelly mocked and
derided us? ‘Yhe instineuve feelings of our
nature rccoil from the thought of it—and X
know of no divine precept that commands
me to receive them, otherwise than with the
leve of Christian kindness, ‘not vendering
railing for railing,’ but receiving their croel
mockings with forgiveness; and when they
return to a better spirit, aiding their enlight-
ened efforts to extend the kingdom of Christ
with earnest prayers and personal influence,

We have no sympathy with that excess of
liberality, so lauded in these days, which
would embrace as friends and brothers, men
of all clagses and distinctions, let their prin-
ciples and opinions be what they may.  We
do not_approve of that laxity of sentiment
which leads some men to symbolize with all
sects and parties, and dignify their morbid
indiffe: *nce to their ewn avowed principles,
with tue name of Christian catholicity.”

In a subsequent portion of the discourse he
impiresses the great truth that the will of
God is the foundation of all true religion, and
he points out the only way ix which the gde-
vout Christian can find out what that will is
~—the cultivation of a spirit of prayer which
begets a hope and contrite confidence that
tothing can shake. He points out the great
{iabilty we are under of mistaking mere inggi

JSerence for a Catholic spirit, anf then speak-
ing of the Church finely says:

* A Church nourished by the prayers, and
the deep scriptural vesearchies of many a God-
fearing man—a Church, blessed of heaven,
as aninstrument for spreading Christian light

blessed her, will continue to biess her still
< A man's foes,’ said our blessed Lord, * shait
be those of his household.” Tl astray by
fals¢ theories of eccclesinstical governmens,
and puffed up by their own vain coneeits,
some wha have been nursed in her bosom
would tamper with her constitutional princi-
ples, and try so to modify them as to adapt
them to the muhifarious and, ever-changing
sentiments of the public mind, anq, faliny
of success, they svoukl turn and rend her.
The apparent weakness, ocensioned by sueh
schisus, is her strength. ¢ God is in the midst
of her, she shall not he moved.”?

Fhe final appeal made by this venerable
and venerated futher of the Churca to his
brethren must, we shouid think, have bheen
listened to with emotion.

“Tet not the Church of your Fathers,
which, as a4 lamyp suspended in the deep vaulis
of heaven, has shed the light of the glorious
gospel on the kingdoms whence you have
come, ever cease to inspire veneralion, or
fail to attract the heavts, or charm by her
apostolic zeal and the scriptural purity and
simplicity of her worship, the minds of her
children amidst the forests of Canada. TLet
not her glory fade from your remembrance as
a lovely but vain dream. A blessing, which
of all earthly blessings we may truly appre-
ciate as the richest and the best that God has
bestowed on us, let us transmit as unimpair-.
ed to our children, sv that, in the same Tem-
ple where our Fathers appeared as the sons
of God to receive lus biessing, our children
and our children’s ehildren may also appear,
to receive the ¢ blessing God commands, even
life for evermove.”

* Long he our Fathers’ temple ours;
Wa to the haud by which it falls;

A. thousand spirits watch its towers,
A cloud of angels guards its walls.

Ia conclusion, we beg to” thank the accom-
plished auchor for this timely contribution ta
our religious literature. We trast it will
have an extensive civeulation throughout the
length and breadth af our Church, Itis a
fervid and stirring plea in behalf of the dis-
tinctive character of our Church, and we be-
lieve will not be put forth in vais. o usits
perusal hus heen peculiarly refreshing, as iu-
culcating with a force and feeling of which
we are incapable, the very principles which,
on the subject of Union, we have for the
last twklvemoanths heea cugaged in advoeating,
teebly it may be, but with all earnestuess, in
the pages of the Xecard. The name of Dr.
Matiieson is a tawer of strength, and we
would recommend everv reader of the Record,
who loves the Ghurch of his fathers to make
himself master of a copy of this excelient dis~
course,
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REPORT OF 'THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY'S COLONIAL COMMITIEE.
Numf. ~ l Presbytery. Station, :xl‘lgcwi(l::::g'\g
T - s, L. s
Rev. John Hay, :Guclph, C. W, Mount Forest, ?0
# T, Nicol, . London, C. W, London, 150 0
« P.'Thomson, Guelph, C. W, . 150 0
% J. Patterson, Montreal, C. ., Hemmingford, 60
“ G. W. Stewart, Hulifax, N. S, La0 o
« John Martin, i Do. 100 ¢,
« Dr. MGilliveay, IPicton, N. S., 60..
« J. Sinclair, . Do, 150. @
« 1. L. M'Lardy, 'St., Joln,N. B,, . 150 o
¢ John Ross, i Do. St. Andrews, 75
“  Peter Keay, Do. Nashwaak, 25
s J. Mackie, ! Do. Moncton, 150.
« W, Murray, Mivamichi,N.DB. Dathousie, 50
A, J. Milne, ) Kingston, Jamaica, 50
« J. Black, Montreal, C. K., Point St. Charles, 150 ¢
“ 13, Mecrae, iHalifax, N. 8., Newioundland, 50
“« MW, Livingston, Hamileon,C. W, Simeoe, 25
« Geo. M. Grant, ‘Pictou, N. 8., 150 ¢
s Joha Cameron, Do, 150 ¢
< W, M Millan, Do. 150 ¢!
“  Simon M’Gregor, Do, 150 0
“ 'Thos. Talloch, Do. Pugwash, 30
Paisely, Canada West, 30 6
St. Johus, P. E. Island, 50 O
St. James, f.ondon, C. W, 100 0
Barney's River, Pictou, 72 10
St. Johns, Newfoundland, 25 0

r—':-—-Aﬂ-'—-\
- Total, £2,552 10

«In the hope that the prefixed Synopticall
and Comparative View of the appuintments
aud grants for the year now expired may fa-
cilitate the Assembly’s access to the main
facts of their ordinary procedure, the Com-
mittee veature to resirict themselves, in the
body of their report, to such explanatory and
other statements as, though deserving and
aven requiving uotice, could not be arranged
in a tabular form.

“ British North America has long been,
and still continues to he, by far the most ex-
tensive sphere of the Committee’s operations;
and there, Queen’s College is on many ac-
counts entitled to be regarded as the most
prominent object of interest.  Strictly at-
tached by charter to the Church of Scotland,
aud presided over by a distinguished minis-
ter from home,—whose zeal and ability asa
theological teacher have already justified the
choice of the (rustees, and more than Juifilled
the high expectations of his friends,~—this in-
stitution is, in these respects, emiunently
adapted for the training of Colonial aspir-
ants to the pastoral office in connection with
our Nationa] Establishment.  Situated, more-
over, on the line of the Gland Trunk Rail-
way, which beyond all question will not only
soen throw off numerous ramifications to-
wards its eastern terminus on the Atlantic,
but also penetrating the Rocky Mountains

extend itsell to the Pacific, Queen’s College
is about to become almost as accessible for
Presbyterian siudents from the Lower Pro-
vinces on the one side, and from British
Columbia on the other, as within living
menory Aberdeen was for Caithness, or
Glasgow for Galloway.

“‘T'hat for any territory of such area, popu-
lation, and material prosperity as British
North America, the possession of a Native
Clergy becomes a momentous desideratum, is
too plainly obvious to require either argu-
ment or illustration. The Colonial relation
to the mother country in the actual case may
mdeed imply the disturbing operation of spe-
cial feelings on this question, but cannot af-
fect the principle by which it must be deter-
mined. We perhaps cannot help wishing
that our affiliated ministers and church judi-
catories should continue to be thoroughly im-
bued with the spirit of an affectionate and
confiding loyalty towards the parent church,
such ascould hardly be expected to prevail
without at least a Scoteh education ; aud,
therefore, our ideal might postulate for Britiah
North America a Native Clergy trained in
one of our Universities at home. But all
such preposessions must accommodate them-
selves to the practicable, and even to the ex-
pedient. The Committee have lately, no
doubt, had the gratification of giving appoirt.
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tnents as Msssionaries to fout young minis- )
ters who hod come from Nova Scotia to pro-
secute their professional studies at Glasgow ;
and they have reason to believe that there
may still be in this country, from the Lower
Provinces, one or more students on a similar
errand. But, making every fair allowance
for the strong home-attachment which con-
tinues to linger among the Colonists even to
the thfrd and fourth generations, still the state
of Queen’s College, and the greatly increas-
ed means of communication on their own
Continent, compel us to anticipate that King-
ston will, year by vear, become a centre of
more powerful attraction to the youth of the
region who devote themselves to the ministry
in connection with our Church. The Com-
mittee therefore think that the great Presby-
zerian Seminary of Canada, especially while
under such presidency as the present, is en-
titled to the continued tntmunge and sup-
port of our National Establishment; and they
have accordingly granted, without scruple,
the usual contribution to the salary of the
Principal.

«'I'he Report by the Trustees on the state
of the College for the past year, has been
lately received, and iis conteuts will be as
welcome here as they were gratifying to those
who sent them.

#1. In Canada the Committee’s operations
have been almost exclusively of a routine
character, and may therefore be fully ascer-
tained from the T'able hereto prefixed. The
grantsin aid of the stipend, which are there
noted, were all conceded to applications at-
tested by the Presbyteries within which tne
nssisted eongregations are situated; and the
contributions to the building of churches
have been maue on the usual conditions—
that they should cancel the debt on the pro-
perty, and that the said property should le
secured for the use only of congregations in
connexion with our Church.

“The Rev. Messrs. Nichol and Hay, for-
merly missionaries, have become ministers of
fixed charges ; the former at London, in the.

Iatter 3t Mount Forest, in the Preshytery of
Guelph, C, W., where they had respectively
been labouring before. So far, this result of
their zeal and success will relieve the funds
of the Committee. The congregation at Lou-
don had already made great efforts to provide
for the experse of erecting a suitable place
of worship ; it was, besides, confidently ex-
pected to become at once sell-supporting;
and hence the Committee were desirous to
contribute as much as they could towards the
liquidation of the debg against the building-
fund. At Mount Forest, the members of the
Chureh, gathered from a wiidly scattered agri-
cultural population, are much less able to
maintain a settled mnistry ; the Committee,
therefore, deeming the case tobe aneminent=
ly desepving one, granted for one year, a li-

beral supplement to Mr, Hay's stipend. Bus
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this congregation also is expected to hecome
at nodistant date, completing self-sustaining.

“2, As regards New Drunswick, the sup-
plementary grants and other contributions,
noted in the Synoptical Table, were made on
the same principles with those which have
been explained in reference to Canada,

“'The Rev. Charles Ogg was; in the course
of the year, sent out by the Committee to the
charge of Chatham in the Presbytery of Mi-
ramichi ; where he wasinducted, with a hear-
ty welcome from the congregation, on the
14th of February last. In nutumn, a preach-.
er was appointed to the Church at New Rich-
mond, within the bounds of the same Pres-

¢ bytery; but, at his own instauce, his destina-

tion was subsequently changed to British.
Guiana. The Committee, regretting that the
charge has continued so iong unsupplied, are
now doing their utmost to provide it witha
suitable minister.

“3. Nova Scotia has, for the vear, heen
the most extensive field of the Committee’s
operations in British North America. Be-
sides contributing as liberally us the means.
at their disposal permitted, to the building-
fund of the Church at Barney’s River in the:
Presbytery of Pictou, and continuing grants
to the Superintendent of Missions at Halifax,.
and to the ministers at Maclennan’s Moun-
tain and Pugwash, they have had the satis-
fuction of sending out as missionaries, with
salaries guaranteed for one year, four youny
ministers, all natives of the Province, who
had completed their course of study at Glas-
gow. ‘The whole of them distinguished, aud
one of them pre-eminently so, during their
college career—three of them, moreover, uc-
quainted with the Gaelic language—\lessrs.
Grant, McMillan, McGregor, aud Cameron,
may be confidently relied on as likely, under
the Divine blessing, to sustain with equal
zeal and ability the vital cause of true reli-
gion, no less than the ckaracter of the Church,
among out Scotch, and especially our High-
land emigrants,

“From Prince Edward’s Island, in the
same Synod, the Rev. Mr. Lochhead and the
Rev. Mr. Maclaren have returned to this
country on the expiration of their respective
terms of missionary service. It is hoped
that the blanks thus created may be, in part
at least, supplied from Nova Scotia; aud the
Camm wiil be ready, 20 fur as they can,
to lend their agsistance in that behalf.

The Annual Report of the venerable Su-
perintendent of Missiogs in this Synod, which
the Committee at usual print at length, will
be perused with interest.*

“The above is the Repoxt in full so fur as
British North America is concerned,  If our
space had permitied, we would willingly bave
Laid before our readers the other poruons of
this \utereating and important document ; we
must e satisfied with giving a briel abstract.
In British Guiana, two ministers hate been
deposed, und the Church placed in every ress
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peet upon & more shtisfactory footing. Three
munisters have lately heen xent out to this
important field. ‘I'he Report of the Commis-
sioners, sent out by the General Assembly,
which appeared in a former number of the
Record, will have a most salutary effect both
ut Home and in the Colony, and it may be
rensonably expected that a country, possess-
ing a healthy climate, for the Buropean con-
stitution; if the laws of health aré attended
1o, with an ample provision for the clergy-
man, and a vast field of mviting lbor, will
henceforth command readily the services of
voung men of talent and character, British
Guiana is ahout four times the size of Nova
Scotin, Chinese Coolies arg largely employ-
¢d in field labor, and their religious wants
have hitherto we Lelieve been much neglect-
ed. Here surelyis a_fleld which would well
repay the earnest cultivator.

In Jamaica, we have two ministers and se-
veral preaching stations. There is at present
a cantest going on for possession of a church
ut Falmouth, in Montego Bay. 'Yhe church
was buiit by and for the behoof of, adherents
of the Church of Scotland. As it remained
empty-for some time, the United Presbyferians
assumed possession of the unoccupied huild-
ing. ‘The rightful owners have since demand-
ed it for their own use, but the intruders
persist in. keeping it on the ground that the
deed eonveving it to the Church.of Scotland
wantedy the Corparation  Seal. On the
strength.of- this. wretched quibble, these peo-
ple scek. to retain a property to.which in
common justice or honesty they have not the
shadow of-a right,

A very, considerable spuce is devoted to
the Churcii.in Australia, to which we have
formerly referred.

In New.Zealand we have as yet only one
minister, whose salary has hitherto been par-
tially supplemented from home, but will
cease with the preseut year. ) .

In Ceylon we have now two ministers, with
important and flourishing charges, and there
is every prospect of a third -being speedily
added to this portion of our Lord’s vineyard.,

In Grenada and Muuritius.there are two
ministers in connection witn the Church of
Scotland, while in St. Vincent, the Bermudas
and the Cape of Good qupe. there are
churches belonging to us which, being left
unoccupied for scate tinyg, in consedfjence of
the inability of the Church at Home to sup-
ply them with winisters, have been taken
possession of by .other bodies, who now re-
fuse to give them up, , ‘Fhe Committee, while
expressing a strongopinion upon the char-
acter of such conduet, while not seeing its
way for any immedinte steps in either of the
three cases, will take-advantage of any op-
portunity for restoring these properties to
their righttul owners. One would Imagine
that in guch case there could not be reom for
two opinions; but in the different Colonies
Churches, and especinily Disseating Church-
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*ex, are so mixed up witn local politics, that
, the verdict of a jury is as often determined
“hy fecling as hy evidence or law. . In the
Presbytery of Malifax we have allowed wt
« least three churches to slip out of our hands
"m the very same manner.

., Buenos Agres, though not a British Colo-
.y, has two ministers and two fine congre-
s gutions in connection with the Church of
i Scotland,

+ Tt would thus appear that,.during the last
vear, the Colonidd Committes has supported, .
. either altogether or partially, 39 ministers or
- missionaries, in the various Colonies, at an
expense of £2,376. Tor outfits and passage
: money they have paid about £800. In the
1 form of grants for educational purposes they
have given upwards of £400. ‘They have ex-
peunded about £700 in ‘a special mission to
' Guiana, making, with other incidental ex-
| penses, a total of £4,540. We are informed
that the total income for the past year was
£3,348, so that that there is an apparent de-
ficieney, or inroad upon the Reserve Fund,
to the extent £1,300. This is.a rather dis-
couraging state of matters, but we rejoice
that a strenuous effort is about to be wade
at home to bring up the collections to the re-
quirements of the scheme; and we have li1-
tle doubt that in the various Colonies a cor-
responding effort will be made to lighten as.
much as possible the drain upon the finances
of the Committee.  The kindness of the
Church to her colanial children and brethren
has been bevond .ail praise, .and merits, and
we are sure receives.at their. hand the
deepest gratitude.  ‘The most aceeptable
return we can offer is strenuously to en-
deavor to do for ourselves” what she has
hitherto been doing-for us, so that her efforts
may be extended to- other and.more necessi-
tous fields. . ‘This feeling we are glad to findi
is vapidly growing in all. the Colonies, aud
especially in Nova Scotin.. For example—
from the Synoptical ‘Table at the beginning of
the Committee’s Report, it would .appear that
their engagements in regard- to the Province
for the present year amount to £1,140 ster-
ling, though of course the whole of this will
not be required. From present prospects dur-
ing next year, should the number of stations
not be inereased, the sum required will not
probably exceed L£200 or £250. Indeed, at
this moment, considerably more than the
balf of the £1.140 has been assumed by .the
people, which we consider an omen of much
future good.

Perhaps it may interest onr readers should

1 we note the respective amounts received by
| the separate colonies from the Home Church
last year. ‘Fhey are as follows:

-~ - - - £1437 0 sterling..
612 0.

Canada,
Nova Scotia,

Wew Branswiek, - - 307 0
New Zealand, « - - - 83 0
Guiauna and Wes: Indies, 33 O«
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Outfits and passage Manies.
To Canada, - - - - £389 0

o Xova Scotia, - - -198.0
New Brunswick, - - - 54 0
Other places, « - - -180 0

Total, £481 0 sterling.

Grants to Churches,

Canatlla, - - - +« - £150 0
Novh Scotia, + - « -147 0
Janaica, - - - - - - 30 O

Total, « - « « « £327 0

‘Plie liberal grant of £350 is continued to
Queen’s College. In connection with thisa
paragraph occurs in the Report of consider~
able importance to the Synods of Nova Sco-
tia and New Brunswick.

 Already, for n considerable period, we
have coutributed, first £30, latterly £50,a
vear towards the education of native minis-
ters at Queen’s College, Canada ; and if the
policy of that course be as sound as it is un-
challeriged, it inight be difficult to tell why
similar advantages should not be conferred
on students who come from the Colouies to
prosecute -their studies at our own Universi-
ties,, The Committee, however, will cheer-
fully accept any instructions on the,subject
which the General Assembly may be pleased
to give; and they wish it to be understood
that the suggestion of a separative bursary-
‘fund for students from the Colonies indicates
u predilection merely, rather than a settled
or mature opinion.”

This is the very idea which we are endea-
voring to work out for ourselves under the
name of the Young Mens’ Scheme, and while
we cannot but feel the deepest obligation for
the wise consideraiion of the Parent Church,
we trust we shall be suctessful in working it
out without aid from abroad. .,

‘T'he Appendix to the Report embraces the
Annual Report of the Rev. Mr. Martin,
which at first we intended to notice in a sepa-
rate article, but as nearly ail the information
it contains has been substantially in posses-
sion of our readers, it requires no lengthened
comment at our hands. It is a .succinct and
interesting document, setting forth in a vivid
and hopetul spirit the changes and operations
of our Churcﬂ during the past year. The
{ollowing is the opinion enunciated by the
venerable Superintendent of Missions with
regard to the question of Union, so much
discussed now-g-days:

“The longer I reranin in this country, and
the more I reflect upon the subject, I become
the more and more convinced of the necessi-
1y of our brethren adhering closely and af-
{ectionately to each other, and maintaining
inalienably their connexion with the parent
Church, This I conceive to be the great bul-
wark of our strength, harmony, and prosper-
ity in the Colony. This conviction has been

,
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detpened and strengthened hy the pezee,
friendly understanding, and great success
which characterize the proceedings of the
Church of England and the Mvthodists i,
this province, who stfll maintain'a close anl
inseparable connexien with their parent
Churches in Britain g and it is neither wealk-
ened nor impaired by the events which have
recently taken place in Nova Seotia in the
union of the Free Church and the Presbyte-
rian Church of Nova Scotia into one Synod,
under the designation of the ‘Preehyterian
Church of the Lower Provinces of British:
North Americy,’ an event which has rvendercd
the united Synod the strongest Presbyterian
body, if not the strongest ecclesiastical body
in the Lower Colonies.”

B . e e

YCPULAR ERRORS.

My present quarrel is not with errors on
the subject of clergymen and matters congre-
gational ; but with the errors of the ministers.
themselves. Not that I have exhausted the
fos:er species 3 I can think 1jpst now of holf
& dozon others of the same class that “would
be none the worse of a little hanging,” ‘There
is the vulgar notion that ministers generally
marry for money, which is simply false; and
there ix the equaliy wide spread beliof that
ministers’ sons commonly turn out reprobates,
which _statistics in the United States have
provedto be exactly the reverse of true, and
the absurdity of which can be seen by a.glance
at the list of “the Sons’ of the Clergr So-
ciety” in Scotland ; and there is the ludicrous
idea that ministers have fine easy times of it,
little or nothing to do.and well paid for that
same,~—~wherens the fact is that they. are the
hardest worked and the most miserably paid
of all professional men, insomuch that they
are not seldom characterised by seedy. coats
and “shocking bad hats,” and such like
pleasing signs of humility. Butif Lgo on
talking of these and.other such popular-errors,
vou will accuse me of gaining a hearing on
false pretences, as.at the beginning word was
passed that I was heading in. an opposite di-
rection, so that I had better make sail accord-
ingly. But remember, that while congrega-
tions are pretty much the same all the country
over and describable therefore in the lump,
mizisters are individuaiities, some of them
angular, others round (the round men get.on
the bes in the world), some. of: them obtuse
{I use"the word in a. mathematical sense),
others acute, and therefore cannot be all pack-
ed in the same box.. Each, asserts his sepa-
rate existence ; what is true of one is not
true of another,and yet there are general
marks by which laege classes can be distin-
guished.

(1) Many clergymen whose churches are
filled (?) with drowsy listeners greatly despise
what they call “popular preaching.” Such
men as Guthrie,"McLeod, Spurgeon, Beecher,
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they consider to be much overrated, while
other men who shall be nameless are as much
underrated by an undiscerning publie.  How
often T have henvd the sermons and speeches
of Guthrie and Spurgeon especially—charac-
iscd as *literary lemonade,” or even * rant”
and * trash;” as being ¢ frothy,” and * shal-
low,” with ¢ nothing in them” but #clap-
teap,” and indebted for their success to an
* irreverent” manner and’* theatrical” gesti-
culations. Thefr model sermon is one that
is not only orthodox in matter, but so ortho-
dox in style aiso, that 1t will set all the young
minds of the congregation fast asleep. Of
course irreverenceis to be avoided, but wemust
uot sacrifice all to dignitys perhaps it is not so
bad to excite a smile as 1t is to provoke &
siumher. Of course we do not wish the pul-
pit to degenerate into the galvanic battery of
the ranter; but if to be theatrical means to
appear greatly in earnest, we would willingly
apceps the thing though called by a bad name.
Iach eye has & peculiar dress both for the
ideas and for the men that live in it and it
is just as absurd to talk or write in the style
of our great-giandfathers, as it would be to
cut our garments after the fashion of their
day. ‘This as to manner and composition s
and as to the subjects that sermons treatiof,
if the truth have taken a deep hold of his
mind, be will assuredly not keep it in the
clouds but will apply it to the vices, the griev-
ances, aud the follies of the day and place in
which he lives. It is this applicability of
Christian truth to the ever-shifting forms of
crror and wickedness that constitutes its ever-
living force. 'Thus the Fathers fought in their
sermons against the very heresies of abomina-
tions of their time, and this was at once their
offence and their power. Thus the Reformers
denounced Yhe evils which they saw in Church
und State in the language of their every-day
life, And sermons would be as interesting
now as then if all ministers were as honest
andl fearless and uncompromising in attacking
tie sins of the present, as in again slaymg
the slain of the past generation. Yet let it
never be forgotten that the best sermon is
that which is most full of Christ.

(2.) It is an error not so widesspread now
as in former times let us hope, that when
the minister preached and taught sound doc-
trine, his work was done. Far fromit; he
must be & living exemplar of it ¢ known and
vead of all men.” It is apoor thing to sitin
Moses’ seat, if there is no resemblgpce in
your life and conversation to the gre®t law-
giver, Ttis indifferent praise to say of a
man “legit wt Clericus” (he preaches like a
clergyman) unless vou can add * credit e
vizit ut Christianus” (his\ds the life and faith
of a Christian); for as Flavel pithily puts it,
* if our tongues only be sanctified, our whole
man must be damned.” A minister need not
preach hospitality and generosity, if his own
door is always shut, or if he is hard and nig-
gardly in driving a bargain or in recompens-
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ing a service ; he cannot expect his people to
contribute liberally to any scheme if he him-
self pyts anly a copper in the plate; it will
be impossible for him to enlarge upon the
text ¥ owe no tman anything,” if he is in
debt,~—though Ly the way, in debt he must
be, if his people do not pay his stipends re-
gularly and fully.  “ 1o not as 1 do, but do
as I say,” is & motto that ministers and teach-
ers and pavents may put in their pockets ; for
the sheep will always most easily understand
not the language but the footsteps of the
shepherd. Life {= broader and more easily
discernible than doctrine. Let the minister
love Christ as well as preach Christ, and he
will find in his dealings with his gongrega.
tions that a good life is more selfediffusive
than is good ,reaching. ¢ By their fruits ye
shall know them.”

(3). Some ministers aeem to think that
whenever they visit a family, aii work should
be laid aside, while for a stated time they
pour forth to the assembled household agiven
quantity of doctrine. It isunt wzll to be
always so ministerially starched. Do not
always lose the man in the minister, for one
mai' get so much attached to stilts that he
will forget how to use his legs. If your peo-
ple ave at work in the fields, go to them there;
surely the objects around will suggest a word
in senson as they often did to the Great Teach-
er. 'Thereare other and morepowerful modes
of teaching than by drill catechiem; that is,
if your abject be—not to get so much work
done, as to do reul work however little the
show may be. A man-milliner is helpless ex-
cept when surrounded by all the parapherna-
lia of his profession’; a4 man can do a good
stroke in and by means of any circumstances.

But we dare not speak more on the peculi-
Wies of the sacred profession, Already we
may have been transfixed with a shot of “fools
rush in where angels fear to tread.”” Had
not our courage fuiled we might yet—delicate-
1y as is our wont—have alluded to other er-
rors now and then not on the high road.
Among these, are praying so fong in eburch
that it becomes a weariness to the flesh to
stand (prayers are not measurable.nor mea-
sured by the yard) ; praying so long and so
oud at sick beds that the suffering one’s most
earnest prayer i§ that you would have dbne;
examining the sick so categorically that you
resemble a drill-sergeant putting a rough raw
recruit through his fatings at paradé, instead
of a loving medicinar lovingly administering
balms always making your ministerial visita-
tion with an clder, whereas there are many
hearts that refuse to open in the presence of
mare than one, even when hoth are sympa-
thizing and trustworthy; and so on, and so on.
But, friend, the most popular error of all, is
the error of supposing that yourself as =
fault-finder wust necessarily be free from
those same faults.
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ALK At THE SYNOD,

Perhaps it is irreverent to allude to any of
the deliberations of the venerable Synod as
+ talk ;" but then we do not think for a mo-
ment of characterizing them by such a word.
Qur saim i3 rather to indicate that undercur-
rent of thought and feeling which one wio
listens to the discussions or who mingles with
the membars can cateh, but which can never
he stereotyped In the minutes nor felt outside
of the hody within which it cireulates. A
wise man will form an opinion of the mind
of the court not so much from the formal de-
liverances which it gravely gives forth, as
from the tones of the speakers, the manner
in which particular sentiments are caught up
and re.echoed, the off-hand remarks made by
members to those sitting near them, and in
fact all that by-play which goes on curing
the regular discussion of a subject. - Leta
stranger enter on the second day cf the Sy.
nod’s sitting, for example, and after remain.
ing two or three hours what impressions will
ke carry away of the talk about Union with
the United Fresbyterian Church of the Lower
Provinces, supposing that he goes away with-
out hearing the conclusion to which the Court
comes on the subject? We chink that his
opinion will be very different from that enter-
tained by those amiable persons who are
redicting a general union as. the probable
New Year’s-day gift of 1866. Not because
he heard any member taking up an egotisti-
cal High Church position ; but because of
the general dissatisfaction expressed with the
whole conduct of the United body as far as it
related to the Kirk. The broad Dissenting
type of the whole body, its hostility to our
Mother Church, the assimilatior of its cou-
gregational action to that of a congeries of
political societies, the general tone of its
organs, its offensive and wanton aggressive-
ness, the impudent and grotesque slanders of
all that and of al! whom we venerate not only
circulated privately, but to the world by pub-
lie lgeechea and letters, these and other tok-
ens betokening a similar spint had evidently
deeply galled every mémber of Synod. And
it was noticed' thut while many ministers of
the other body had come out to Nova Scotia
for the express purpose of dividing Preshy-
terianism, our’s on the contrary had come
ardently longing for a union, which now they
saw o hopes of realizing on ascount of the
intolerant spirit munifested towards them. It
would scarcely be the opinion of an *able
editor” that our minisiers were now eager for
union had he heard all this “talk.” He
would have learned that they preferred the
spirit to the form, sincerity to pretence, »ud
deeds to words. He would have heard ‘that
our ministers thought it somewhat inconsis.
tent for a Church 10 be oftering Union, while
it was not agreed on the point of whether we
were or were not a faithful Church of Christ,
It seemed as if it were bent on securing to
itself the advantages and gaining the credit

207

both of peace and of war; its representatives
in one place turning the laugh against the
fossilized incapables who would desire to root
Scottish dissension in Nova Szqtia_soil, and
in another place notallowing our ministers, to
enter their pulpits, or refusing to admit a
member of our church to their communion
table, or openly defaming our ministers and
church. All these things it was declared
must he changed before the subject of union
could again be broached. The speaking on
the subject was excellent. Mr. Herdman
spoke with much warmth and point ; and the
remorks of the Honble. Mr. Holmes had a
sincerity and moral eatnestness that told with
great effect ; but the membera present scem-
od to praise Mr. Sinclair's speech most for pre-~
cision offlanguage, and lucidity and breadth
of thought, It is a great pity that there was
no reporter present on this occasion, and in-
deed on all the days during which the Synod
continued ijts sittings. Qur church is not
blessed as the otner religious bodies in the
Province are—with a weekly newspaper to
give its proceedings in full and to advocate
its interests.  Qur only organ is the Record,
and the best minutes in the world give but a
very bald and meagre account of what is
done at the meeting of Synod. Let us hope
that a remedy may be sccured for this next
vear by the appointment of some one to
draw up a fuller report of what is said upon
special subjects than that contained in the
minutes, Imight however refer 1o the “walk”
in and around the venerable court on other
matters, ‘Lhus, for example, it was amusing
to hear that this year as formerly, the Island
Preshytery had exeited attention for some
irregularity of proeceading and one or two
other vagaries, ‘Then as to the cireulation of
the Record, while some congregations, such
as New Clasgow and St. John’s, were doing
excellently, others were much blamed for
oulpable indifference on the subject. In Hali-
fax Presbytery especially, the smallness of
the numbeor takicn, cx2itad much astonishment.
No Records taken in ‘Truro, none in Musquo-
dohoit, none in Mr. Martin’s statiaus around
Halifax ! a state of matters surely that indi.
cates little zeal in those quarters.  And as ta.
Pictou Presbytery, it was notictd as rather
singular that only £2 10s. had been calleeted
within its bounds last year for the Synod
Fund, though members of the Presbyters
had claims against the Fund of ten times the
amoun.

o

A PEET” AT RUSSIA AND THE SHORES OF
THE BALTIC.

T confess to the disappointment which {
have always experienced when comparing
any plice [ have ever vixited, with thie best,
descriptions of it which I had previously
vead. The pictures drawn by the wrizess, or
perhaps these as mistepresented by the mind
of the reader, have never akunce adjusteds
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themselves to the actual reality. A revolu-
tion is necessary, in order to txchange the
oll image of the faney for the new onc of
the eye. Mountains, lakes, and rivers, re-
quire a new srrangement—yet the Cescrip-
tions may have been admirable, and, when
rend on the epot, have probably assisted in
bointing out beautics-and features of the
lmulscapc which otherwise might have escaped
our notice. With this experience I wili not
attempt to deseribe in _detail, but only very
generally, what I'saw in St. Petersburg and
Moscow'; and, as I intimated in my last
chapter, shall attempt to inform nfy readers,
who care to kuow it, of the general impres-
sion only which the general view of both
made upon me.

At the beginning of the Iast century, the
site on which the capital is now built, was a
dreary morass, shaded by the primitive forest
and, like a huge black sponge, was charged
with moisture from absorbing, since creation,
the waters of the Neva that flawed throy;rh
it, and overit as they pleased. The Czar
Peter, a giant man, with a_giant's will, boots
and walking stick, and with a genius which
hordered on insanity, determined, as all the
world knows, that here should be built the
capital of his impire. And so after having
learned shipbuilding, and other useful handi-
crafts, while he lived in that small wooden
houge in Holland—swhich I have visited with
ail tourists to that wet, flat land of ditches,
canals, and windmills—the said Reter byilt a
similar shut among the marshes of “ the Is-
Jands” of the Neva, and began.to drive piles,
build quays, and aceumulate stones, to rear
new Amsterdani. :

Peter determined to have ships, to beat
the Swedes, and thus gain the command of
the Northern Sea, and open a grand gate to
his future empire—how.much greater since
his day!- and also to have always opena
back-door to Furope. He began by ordering
every strange ship to bring thirty paving
stones as a part of her cargo,.and every hoat
ten, and every land carriage three, and the
stones accumulated, and the city was built,
All his plans suceeeded. \Whep he beat
Charles XII at Pultowa in 1709, he exclaim-
ed thot * the foundations of St. Petersburgh
at length stood firm.” He fought many ene-
mices, but the Neva was his greatest, and may
yet prove ane of tite most invincible if pro-
voked by any opposition of the Balde,
Twenty five feet of rise, such as has ogeurred
wiil probably decide the battle against the
capital of the Czars. But for more thana
century and a half Peter’s plans have beat
the Neva's stream. Upwards of 600 streets
veticulate the surface of the morass, 12,000
public and private canveyanees drive over it, |
11,000 shops and stalls adorn it, and half a°
million of people live upon it. But alus!,
the morass has so far its triumphs ! If » pit
is dug inany part of the town, tUyze feet!

Lof the Islande.
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tom. 'This probably affects the health of tha
population, as the deaths every vear exceed
the births by 8000,

Knowing the admiration which most tra-
vellers have expressed for St. Petersburgh, I
um almost afraid to acknowledge my great
disappointment with it.  Itby no means came
up to what I expected from the description J
had read, or the *illustrations™ I had seen of
it.  The finest view I think, is from the cen-
tre of the Admirality, in that grand open
space where 100,000dmen may be maneuvred.
In frout of the.Nevekoi Prospect, one of the
widest streets in Jiurope, and siretching in a
suraight line for three miles. To the left is
the nable Alexander column, flanked on ane
side by the Winger and Hermitage Palaces,
and on the other by the handsome quadrans
of public oflices, opening by a large arch into
strects beyond, having on its summit a car of
victory. The extreme right of the view, and
of the place, is bounded by the buildings of
the Holy Synods, end the farthest angle filled
up by St. Isanc’s Cathedral.  ‘The open space
on.the opnosite side to St. Isaac’s, and next
the Neva, ‘s marked by the statye of the Czar
Peter; while beyond the broad, noble river
itself appear the long buildings on the quays
‘There is no doubt a vast-
ness in the scale of this Place d’Armes, which
is imposing. There are, moreover, details in
this great whole which atand minute examina-
tion. 8t. Jsaac’s Church--whish by the way.
cost gbout, as some say, £16,000,000!—is a
stately and selid building without, but too
bizarre within, and too over-loaded with gild-
ings, and too flash with colour, to produce
the solemn effects of York or Westminster
a8 a place of worship, It is, however, admir-
ably adapted for those speptacles in which
the Greek Church delights, The Hermitage
Palaco, with its noble staircase, and magnifi-
cent collection of paintings, is worthy in
every vespect of a great capitpl ; nor is there
any morolith in Europe to be compared with
the Ajexander Column, the shatt alone heing
eighty feet of unbroken polished granite,
But in spite of all this, and much more which
might be said in favor of other views, and of
particular objects, "the general impression
which the whole made on me irresistibly was*
that of a rapidly got up city, witk a singul-
arly waste and unfinished look about it, bar-
barje vastness and oriental display, without
real, endurable, unmistakeable grandeur. The
{;Iatfurm or base-line is ugly from’ which the
wuildings spring, being a desert of uneven
stanes, full ot mud or dust-holes, open water-
ways, and undalations, excruciating to the
miserable travellers in a drosky, This sadiy
mars the general sspeet, The vast majorjty
of the palaces are mere brick and stucco, with
a very deeayed, shabby look about them,
wile the immense .space seems to dwarf
every huilding into pyltry dimensions, and
themselves to appear empty of people, wha

deep, the water oozes from its sides aud hot- . are byt dots on thejr aores of surfage,  The
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Nevakoi Prospect has nothing very striking
in it, except its hreadth and length. 'The
shop-windows are small, owiug, I presume, to
the necessities of winter; the show of goods
commonplaces the pavement is wretched and
uncomfortable, made up of roun, flinty atones,
or blocks of wooden pavement; the equip-
agew are mean ; the passengers, ot the whole,
poor-looking; while every street scems to
end at Jast in wretched houses, dreary spaces,
with horses, carts, and all sorts of rubbishy
and, finally, to be lost in *““nowhere,” unloss |
in the primeval forest or morass.

‘The very unintelligible mystery of the Rus.
sian signs, which seem made yp of all our
old letters having hecome deranged, some
turning back to back, and others standing on
their heags, dimiuishes from the interest by
defiying information, and is hardly made up
by the panoramic views of the contents of
the shop, painted for the sake of the great
majority of its customers who cannot read.
Whio, for example, in examining the name on
a statue, and seeing Cybopob inscribed upon
it, would detect in these symbols the nume of
the old General * Suwarrow?” ‘Then there
ig the absence of all historic interest. No
doubt, to the native of Russia, many *vitch.
es,” and * ditches,’ and “offs,” arve full of

atriotic remembrances. But most travellers,
ike myself, have never heard of these names,
or the deeds which have matie them illustri-
ous, performed teyond the Caucasus, The
Czars are, in fact, the nation to a stranger.
One knows and hears only of them,—the
great, the mad, the bad, the murdered, from
Peter down to our late enemy Nicholas, who
combined not a few of these characteristics.
The associations which chiefly fill the mind
are connected with immense armies, distant
conquests, Cossacks, the knout, serfs, politi-
cal criminals, Siberis, with a Czar over all,
and a background of bribery, and-of political
and moral corruption, which darkens the-
whole Russian sky.

'The finest sights in St. Petersburgh are
the great bazaars and the islands. The for-
mer are thoroughly Russian and otiental, and
there is no stroll so interesting as through
these interminable narrow arcades, perfectly
sheltered from the rain, and admitting as
much daylight from above as is desirable,
with the open warehouses, containing every
article bought and sold over a counter in
Russia, and swarming with the most motley
asgemblage of buyers and sellers to be any-
where seent. - In the great eity bazaars alone
(or Gostinoi Dvor), there are 2000 shops, fin-
ing I know not how mauy lanes with plank-
flours crossing each other at right angles.

The drive through the islands was to me
neculiarly interesting from its endless extent,
the presence of uncultivated, untouched na-
ture, with her Neva streams and quiet Baltic
inlets, and prirreval trecs, and peasant-houses,
as rude as if in a distant forest ; while every-
where are as umexpectedly met with, the
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country seats and beautiful cottages of weal-
thy citizens, and here and there cafes and
theatres, and scenes of guy amusement, as
false and gaudy as in the Champ-Elysces.
On the whole, wild nature has the best of it.

But perhaps the finest feature of St. Peters-
burgh is the noble Neva! 'The hotels are
filthy, the police villaing, the droskies tor-
tnves, the polaces shants, the natives agly ;
but the Neva seems to vedeem all! Tt flaws
on, deep, puve, rapid, proud, and majestic ;
whether oue gazes on its waters flowing be-
neathe sun-set, erosses them in the light and
puinted ferry boats, quatfs them, or hathes in
them, they are in no case disappaintea,

But why should we express our astonish-
ment that” this great capital should in any
respeet disappoint us? The wonder rather
is that such a city has risen in such a coun-
try in so short a time.  0Old General Wilson
todd me that he had, when a child, been spo-
ken to by « Catherine the Great,” shom he
distinetly remembered, and she was martied
to Peter the third, the grandson of Peter the
i, who foonded St Petersburgh— Guod
Words.

0

The following short article has been se-
lected from the papers of the late Rev. Johu
Livingston, a native of Pictou, settled for o
brief space over a congregation in Canada.
His short life was one of great pronvise, but
was cut short at the very threshold of his
usefulness,

ON THE CALL TO THE NINISTRY,

The ministry may be defined as implying
all that is generally comprehended in the
term, # care of souls,” whether that care be
exerted through pastoral visits or public
preaching, .

The importauce of this office it is impassi.
ble to overestimate, ‘The value of a single
soul i3 beyond all caleulation, much more is
the value of a multitude of souls, ‘That fi
and competent persons, then, shoukd fill this
office, will be at once admitted by ali.  But
what constitutes this fitness? We answer—
‘There can he no fitness, properly speaking,
without & cal)l to the ministry. There are
two kinds of calls, viz,, the internal aud ex-
tornal; and the one legitimaute call may he
considered as made up of both. We shal
first briefly consider the internal calll We
generally find that persons excel in that pro-
fession for which they have a nawral tasie.
‘The pisinter who has no taste for colors can
never excel in his profession ; neither can the
person in whose ears the sweetest music
sounds but as discord, and creates no sym-
pathizing emotion for harmony in his soul,
be even an ordinary musician. Henee we
thus find that a certain aptitude or aste is
always necessary to success and ce ebrity in
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t
every ordinary profession we follow. Now *or the internal call is not compie&h Fdith
the same holds true in regard to the profes itself does not necessarily include desire ; for
~ion of the ministry; yet we must be careful if it did, all believers would choose the min-
10 distinguish here between that natural taste ' istry. Of course faith, in proportion to its
which is feit for an ordinary profession, and ' strength n differont individnals, is always
that which constitutes the internal call for blended with a proportionate desire to live as
the profession of the ministry. The taste far a< they can, to the glory of God. but not
which an individual possesses for painting, : always to cheose the ministry for promoting
music, ard all such arts, is a natural taste, i this end; for the sincere believer can glorify
and generally shows itself in his early hoy- i God and exert an influence for good in what-
hood, and acquires additional strength and tever lot'his life may be cast. ‘The reason
wrominence during all the advancing stages i that not more from ameng believers follow
of his life; but the taste for the ministry of i the ministry is probably from a consciousness
the gospel is of an entirely different nature. { of their physical nr mental unfitness for such
{t is not natural, for in many individuals it !an important calling, Although faith is an
has vt been felt till they have reached full { inlet of spiritnal light into the soul, it does
manhaod. Neither is it & purely intellectual | not necessarily’ give additional strength to

taste which only sympathizes with the beau-
tiful, the harmonious, and the graud in na-
ture ; for were it so, the ministry would pre-
sent but little inducement on this score. A
1aste for the winistry, then, or that which
«nters as a chief element in what we term the
“niernal call, is a spivitual desire; and this
deswre is not merely a passive feeling, hut is
constantly alive, and yearus for the glory of
‘God, and the salvation of immortal souls.
ft must in some degree correspond with that
of the Apostle, wken he says: “My little
«<hildren, of whom I travail again in birth,
till Chriat be found in you.”

In order zhat the internal call be a full,
Tedi, .and not-a-doubtful one, there must be
«a full conformity in the soul to the object of
1he ministry; and this conformity embraces
three principal elements, viz., faith, desire,
and fear. Iirat therc must be faith, With.
out this vital element of religion, it is diffi-
cult to conceive how any wan can have the
jeast desire.for this holy vocation. ‘The min.
ister must believe the message which he de-
livers to others, or he cannot make it a mat.
ter «f self-appropriation, and thus all his
rermons, however lively and rhetorical they
may for a while appesr under tie wmask of
1.atural eloquence, or the impulse of youthful
L-uoyancy, will soon wane away into dry, dull,
nd uninteresting declamations.  Without
fuith in the divine message, there cannot be
s 1y tue elequence displayed in public preach-
itg.  Earnestness s an essential element in
loguence; but without faith, there cannot
%e real carnestpess. In all the most cele-
brated orators of ancient and modern times
earnestness was the most prominent charac-
teristic,  emosthenes, when thundering
forth his matchless eloquence in behalf of the
Bibery of Greece, was in right earnest,
Licero, when pleading for the safety of Rome,
and uttering his eloquent speech sgainst Ca-
galine, was in earnest; and so the minister
of the pospel, before he can be an effeetive
and eleguent pleader of his Master’s cause,
must be in earnest.

But along with faith, which we see is es-
sential to earnestness, there must also be an
actual desire for the ministerial profession,

the mental faculties. Taith works efficaci-
ously on tize heart angd affeetions, but it does
not give a new mental power, nor, as we ob-
served, will it invizorate those which are
naturadly weak. When a mau becomes. a
Christian he undoubtedly undergoes a mighty
chauge, for all his misplaced affections are
put right and made-to tlow forth in a proper
chanuel; but in every other ruspect, he is
the same as he was before. All his natural

eculiarities remain with him still; so that
in regard to any physical or mental qualifica-
tions he may require for the efficient discharge
of the duties of the ministry, faith, of itself,
does not supply them. But the Christian is
always an humble man, and takes a calm,
common-sense view of things; and hence it
is, that when he sees himself laboring under
any natural deficiency that would incapacitate
him from discharging effectively the work of
the ministry, he modestly declines to aspire
after such a high and responsible office, and
contents himself by glorifying God and bene-
fitting his fellow creatures in an humbler
sphere,  This, no doubt, accounts for the
comparatively small number of true believers
who study for the ministry.

But in regard to the desire for the clerical
profession, 1t i« necessary even for the sincere
Chwistian to examine and snalyze it well, and
see what ave the real component elements, so
1o speak, that enter into it. It would seem,
indeed, at first «ight that a true Christian in
aspiring o such a high calling, could have
but vne element in his desire after it, nameiy,
a desire for extending God’s cause and sav-
ing qmmortal seals; yet it must be admitted
that with few, if indeed with any, is this fully
and absolutely the case. None need hope,
however much they may desire it, to attain
to abselute perfection in this fife. Much of
imperfection mingles even with our best ser-
wices; and our thoughts and desires often
fow forth with more or less impurity.

Now a taste, or desire for the ministry,
even in the very best inclined, we must ad-
mit, contains more or less of other foreign
ingredients than the main one,—the glory of
God. It may be tinged with a love for po.
pularity, or even with some faint desire for
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worldly afluence. This should not be, but
in the present imperfect world, it often is so.
Does the desire for the ministry when thus
alloyed with other adverse desives, appear
genuine and sufficient? Circumstances are
to be considered before the question can be
answered. Ve have observed the impossi-
bility of attaining to perfection in this life;
so we cannot expect that the desire for the
ministry, however important such a desire
may be, can be perfectly pure. The only
way, then, of ascertaining its legitimacy, is
to analyse carefully its consistency. Foreign
and other ingredients in it fhust, for the most
part, be admitted, because they cannot be
excluded, but they must never preponderate,
Love for God’s cause must be the chief, pre-
dominating desire; and if it is so, the inter-
nal call is valid, notwithstanding ull the im-
perfections that.may cling to it.

Fear is a third element that enters into the
internal eall. However apparently strong
one’s faith is, and however intense his desire
.for the ministry may be, if he has no doubt-
ings or fear upon entering this sacred pro-
feasion, he has great reason to be apprehen-
sive that his faith is a sham, and that his
desire is not the regenerative cifect of the
Holy Spirit upon bhis sou), but a feeling
prompted by worldly motives. ‘This fear,
then, is a test, in some weasure, by which
one can determine whether his views to fol-
low the ministry gre sound or not; and hence
i:s nature ought to be well understood. It
is not that heartless, slavish fear which one
ordinarily feels when apprehensive of ap-
gmaching danger; it is rather a pleasing,

oly fear, the product of a high moral sense
in the soul. It is a fear to offend God in any
way, and a feeling of incapacity to agdvance
efficiently His cause. Paul had tits fear
when he exclaimed: “Who is sufficient for
these things?” When it is combined with a
holy zeal to advance the Redeemer’s king-
dom, it constitutes that “joy with trembling,”
which the Psalmist speaks of; hence it must
he experienced, in a greater or less degree,
by every one who intends following the min-
istry, before he can nave reason to toye that
he has a legitimate call toit, |

But let us now speak briefly on the exter-
nal call. ‘This includes physical and intellec-
tual aptitudes for the work, and an authori-
tative formal call to it from some ecclesiastical
body. Iirst, physical aptitudes. These are
the voice and bodily robustness, A good,
strong, and musical voice is peculiarly neces-
sary to effective preaching; whereas when it
is naturally weak and defective, so as to be
incapable of conveying audibly the words of
Divine truth to a whole congregation, one
should not undertake the work of the minis-
try, however strong might be his desire for
it. Agaiy, health, and a certain amount of
bodily robustness are indispensable. The
person who would faithfully and efiiciently
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quires, it i3 well known, a considerable shar~
of bodily cnergy: if he is destitute of this, i
is évident that for the time, he has no physi.
eal external call, .

Lastly, the external call to the ministry
supposes no small share of intellectual apti-
tudes. It is quite a mistake to suppose, a<
some persons seem to do, that a small sharc
of intellect is sufficient for discharging all the
duties that devolve upon the minister. ‘The
preacher, in order to be edifying and instruc-
tive to his people, must ever be able “to bring
out of his treasury things new and old.” I
must have a retentive memory, a fertil
imagination, and a strong reasoning faculty
When he bas all these qualifications in fa.
proportion, he has in part, an external eall «
the ministry ; but although he may have bot::
physical and intellectual fitness for the wors
these of themselves are little, if the veal 1.«
ternal desire is wanting., A locomotive may
have in it the most approved machinery, anc
its wheels may equal in strength those of i
Car of Juggerraut, yet what end does all this
external fitnessserve as long as itstands with-
out any steam to set its machinery in motion®
So the student must possess a strong and
sincere zeal for the work, or all his qualitica-
tions, both bodily and mental, will avail hun
litle : they will never furnish him with a lepi-
timate eall to the ministry.

" Jourx LIvINGsTON.

SOME OF THE CAUSES OF FAILURE IN Mis-
SIONARY ENTERPRISE.
[Extracts from a Spcech by the Rev. Normin
- Macleod.]

Is there anything in your present missior.-
ary staff ur in your management that ought
to shake the confidence of the Church?® I
know several of our missionaries in India
most intimately ; and I say here that T do net
know in the whole course of my acquainiance
any more thoroughly God-fearing devoted
men than these missionaries are. Weil, themn,
we send out our men in this way; but not
semding out ‘others to assist and to carry on
the work, the nmission—either from our un-
belief or sheer indifference, from our having
no faith, or not caring a farthing about it—
is broien up, and one mission is broken up
after another; so that in some few years,
perhaps, some sleepy man will begin to open
his cyes, and ask, * Have you no Indian
mission?” and then he will add, “Ah! I was
always suspicious about these Indian mis-
sions.” I ask, then, with such men lahoring
for us, can you account for the indifference of
thousands on the ground that they cannot
have confidence in our mission? What is it
that we do want? It is not men, for we have
got tnem; and from all we have learned—
Lior we have not minutely inquired, seeing
we have no means to send them—we think

«ischarge all the duties of the ministry, re-

them wortny of being sent. We used to he
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apxious ahout the men; now we have the
prospect of having abundance, All that we
want now is the money that will enable y3 to
send out these men. Would you not think it
an easy matter to get that? It is a diffieuit
thing one would think to get the men, for &
holy missionury is a grand product, the result
of years of prayer and curnest education;
but this vile money, why should these be any
difficulty in getting that? Permit me to
sugeest where the difficulty lies. “Thereis a
little verse in Paul's epistle to the Corinthi-
ans that throws light on it—** Having hope,
when your faith is increased, that we shall
be enlarged by you according to our rule
abundantly, to preach the gospel in the re-
gions beyond you.” When vour faith is in-
creased, there lics the difficulry, The diffi-
culty lay, then, in the Church at Coxinth,
just as it now lies in the Church here. ‘'The
difficulty lies not in Bombay, Caleutta, or
Scalkote; the difficulty lies in our own
hearts : and, ¢}l our faith is increased, there
is no hope fo. ~ur missions. We mnst have
a deeper and more soul-possessing faith that,
whatever may be right, this is right, that as
individuals and as a Church, we should go
forth to convert the heathen. Another thing
we need is, that ministers snould have more
faith in our people. We must have this
conviction in us all, that the giving of this
material thing money is as much a part of
the will of Christ—is as much a part of re-
ligion as taking the communion and saying
our prayers. Christ has so willed it that you
eannot accomplish the end without it, He
has connected these two things together, and
we dare not say it should be otherwise. The
thing is not done without regular organiza-
tion and earnest work, Looking at one of
our collecting books last year I find that out
of 433 subscribers nine gaye less than 6d.,
and the highest was a subscriber at 1ls,,
there being other two at 10s. It is not by
large sums thatthe object is obtained, but
by making every communicant feel that he is
a member of a missionary society, and that
it is his privilege to be vermitted to aid in
this work. I siucerely hope that, by the help
of God, we shall be delivered out of our
present position; it cannot last long without
our going down—that is my solid conviction,

JUSEESHIRF, Wt

CHURCII AT HOME.

MONUMENT IN MEMORY OF THE LATE
Priverpar MACFARLAN.—A monument has
just been erected in the Necyopolis, a little to
the south of John XKnox’s monument, to the
memory of the late Rev. Principal Macfurlan.
It hos been erected by public subscription,
and is a very elegant structure in the old
Scottish style. The design js richly ornate,
but chaste and effective, and the monument
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ing position, and the bold yet graceful out-,
lines of its parts. It is composed of a beau-
tiful white freestone of a very fine quality,
which renders the edifice still more attractive.
It height from the surface of the pround to
top is 49 feet; und the base is eleven feet
square. It was designed by J. A, Bell, Exq,,
R.S.A., architect, Edinburgh, brother of Mr.
Sheriff Bell tg our city, and the workman-
ship was ex€euted by Mr. James Shanks,
sculptor, Glasgow, who has performed his
part with uncommon merit. A bronze me-
dalion portrait of the Principa), in bas-relief,
designed and exceuted by Wm, Brodie, Esq.,
R. 8. A., Edinburgh, will be placed on the
front of the pedestal, and beneath will be the
following inseription in beonze letters,—* In
Memory of the Very Rev, Duncan Macfarlan,
D.D., born 1771, died 185%, succeeded his
Father as Minister of Drymen, in 1792 ; he-
came Principal of Glas*ow College in 1823,
and became Minister of 8t. Muugo, the oris
ginal parish of Glasgow, 1824, Erected
1861.” ‘I'he following inscription is cut in

the stone on the east side :—* Principal Mac-

farlan, as a minister of the Gospel, was faith-
ful and diligent, as a member of the Church
of Scotland, his knowledge of its constitution
and history, his zeal for its stability and ex-
tension, and his sound judgment and sagaci~
ous counsel in circumstances of difficulty, ob-
tained for him the confidence and respect of
his brethren, and the singular honor of hav-
ing, twice filled the cheir of the General As-
sombl‘{. In the University he strenuously
upheld its privileges, and judiciously watched
over its interests. He enjoyed the friendship
of his colleaiues and the respect of the stu.
dents. In the management of the public in-
stitutions of the city, his great aagacity and
good sense, joined to an extensive experience
and a singular aptitude for business,made his
services valuable, while his firm adherence to
principle, and his dignified yet courteous de-
meanor, secured for him the esteem of all who
had interconrse with him. Toerect this memo-
rial of his honored and useful lite all classes
of the community cordially contributed.”

DEATH OF THE REV. ALEX. MACNAUGH-
TON, MiunoaviE~—It is with feelings of
sincere regret that we have to record the de-
mise on ‘Yuesday, of the venerable pastor of
the United Presbyterian Church—Rev. Alex.
Macnaughton—in the 75th year of his age,
and the 53rd of his ministry. His health,
not robust for some years past, had been di-
clining rapidly of late, and having reached
the goodly age of more than three score
years and ten, he quietly passed away, full of
years and of honors.

CLERICAL ArroINTMENT. — The Revd,
George Sturrock, missionary, North Parish,
Aberdeen, who is a native of the parish of
Kikdcen, Forfarshire, has been unanimously
appofnted minister of the Established Churcll,

presents a fine appearance from its command- | Corsock, Dumfriesshire.
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THE CHURCH IN NOVA SCO11d.
Brrrast, 21st August, 1861.

Not having carefully examined the min.
utes of our Synod in the last number of the
Record, T did not know that the collection
for the Foreign Mission Scheme was ap-
pointed for the 1st Sabbath of Qctaher, and

was also ignorant of the fact that I was
myself appointed to advoeate that scheme.
1 was, however, m:ade acquainted with these
two facta by a note which [ had tq-day from
the Synod Clerk. T admit that I should have
perused the minutes more carefully, but as it
was judged right that I should receive official
notice, I regret very much that that notice
was deferred until too late, #5s I fear, to be of
any service.

If I am not altogether mistaken regarding
the. action of the Synod in reference to the
Foreign Mission Scheme, this appaintment,
for the 1st Sabbath of October, which issued
from the last Sederunt, was entively uncalled
for. After the overture anent that scheme
was discussed in the Court and approved of,
the next question, of course, that presented
itself, was, what steps should be taken to as-
certain whether, in quy present circumstances,
we were able to carpy into effest what we
thus agreed to recognize as our views of du-
ty. Before we could ascertain this, it was
evident the matter myst be submitted to the
consideration of our people. While we all
agreed in this, there was some difference of
opinion g to the mgnner in which it could
best be done. Some considered it desirgble to
appoint one or two of the brethren ta go the
round of the whole Church and hold meetings
in the varjous localitjes. ‘Che result, however,
of our deliberations on this point, was that
a_committee was appointed, consisting of
Aessrs, Scott, Mackay, Sinclair, Macgregor,
and myself. We understood we were -thus
appointed, in the first place, to ascertain, by
dealing with the peaple, whether such a
scheme is practicable, and then if so, to take
such measures as might appear to us best, to
mature the mattet before the next meeting
of Synod, and be prepared, if possible, to in-
timate to the Churcl that a missionary could
be secured, and also qur opinion as to what
part of the foreign field our efforts should be
directed. I think we had every regson to
conelude, when we received this hoporable
appoi'.tmeot from our Synod, that we should
be permitted to do the work assigned us, in
our own way. Had we received any parti-
eylar directions as ta the way in wgich we
oyght to appeal to the different congregations,
we should feel it oyr duty to carry aut these
directions; but our appointment was simply
to do our work, and be responsible for it. We
were a[;)pointed ““to act in the Foreign Mis-
sion Scheme.” ‘This wording s certainly very
undefined and vague, but I did not ohject to it
in the Synod, as I knew it was well under-
stood what we were required to do, though

not definitely expressed in the minutes.
Having understood the nature of our ap-
pointment in this way, I was very painfully
surprised, when in the note from the Clerk,
I found that the Synod, at its last Sederunt,
considercd it & duty to issue an injunction
which virtually supersedes thas appointment,
anud renders it a mere form. It scems now that
the whole duty of the committee, so far at least
ay ascertaining the means at our command is
concerned, consists in making, through their
Convener, an appeal to the people to show
their Christian liberality, in the collections of
a certain Sabbach. If this is the nature of
the effort contemplated, I cannot sec that
there was any necessity for a committed at
all. I will not take upan me to decide whe-
ther the brethren wha composed that Sede.
runt allowed their zeal in behalf of this
scheme to carry them somewhat put of their
way, when itled them to return to a matter
that had been fully discugsed and agreed an,-
and finally secttied, when she Conrt was in full
attendance, but this I must say, that their ac-
tionhad & tend.ncymost injurious to the pras.
pects of our success. Weall kuow sufliciently
well what must he the result of handing ever
any schems to the tender mercies of a general
collection. It may he a very decent mode of
burial, and that is about the best that can be
said of jt. Our own experience as & Churgh
Court, would, I think, force us to this con-
viction. What has been the result, in all ouy

“schemes, attempted to be supported by com-

mon collections?  Will not that result com-
pel uy to acknowledge that to leave any
scheme in the hands of a mere appointment
to collect for it, is in effeot to lay it on the
shelf.  What has been the result in the case
of our Synod, aur Indian, our Jewish, and
our Widows’ and Orphans’ Schemes, LThese
are all very important, and one or two of them
are highly fitted to secure the genepal sympa-
thy, and realize good suppart, But they were
left to ordinary collections, A day was ap-

ointed, and some member of Synod was en-
Joined to advocate their respective claims.
The result is well known. Some of these
have actually died out, and the rest are allin
the last stago of a rapid decline, There is
one scheme in which we have prospered,
viz.—the Young Men’s Scheme—and why?
Just because we felt that something more
than ap appointment to make collections was
required. We put ourselves to a little
tronble; we had meetings with our people;
we sglicited subscrjptions, and well and
nobly did their liheyality reward the labor
we hestowed. Let any one look at the ac-
counts given in the last Record of the meet-
ings held in some of aur congregations, and
contrast the amount secured with the collec-
tions tg which we are gccystomed, cven the
best of them, and he cannot fail to see what
measyres should be adapted when desirous
to succeed in any important scheme, We

‘have naw agreed that it isour duty as a
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Vhurch to consider the condition of our pers
shitg brethren, and do what we can to save
same of them. The matter Las been too
ong and sinfully neglected.  The enterprise
4 a glarious one, but there are difficultics in
e way that will require our united and ut-
mast efforts to remove. No xcheme of so
“mportant u nature has ever been under our
cousideration.  We are told that twenty mil-
.oms of our own brethren and sisters, twenly
mudions of immortal souls, are vearly geing
<own to the eternal world from the dark
piaces of the earth, where the name of Jesus
was never vet heard. 'We hear the sad wail
i these dying millions, as each, in his weak
md helpless agony, is crying for relief to his
wdol of wood or stone. In this scheme we
resolve, and we call ou all our people to re-
solve with us, no longer to stand by, as mere
=pectators, but to hasten to these miserable
twellings on the mission of kindress and
1ove. Such is the unspeakable importance
of sur proposed enterpns . 1g it not worthy
that we sheuld sumrmon 1o its aid all the re-
sources within our reach? Shall we grudge
it the means employed, and found so suc-
cessful in the Young Men’s Scheme? Arve
we to praciaim to the world our indifference,
and our want of religion, of which an essen-
tial purt ever was, aud ever will be, the earn<
25t desire to suve every perishing soul, hy
sow eententing ourselves with a few spesches
ahout the importance of this scheme, that re-
duired very little self-denial to make, and
then, throwing it aside, with two or three
other old schemes, to shave with them a por-
tion of that seanty support that bavely keeps
them in being. If so, we cannot plead ig-
narance as to the result that must follow.
But there is another view of this injunction
srhich makes it appear 1o me very strange.
" 2 ¢
The Synod, at its last Sederunt, appointed
the collection for the Foreign Mission to be
made on a certain Sabbath, Now, I do not
know how the Synod came to make the dis-
covery that we really bad such a scheme. I
kuow this much myself, that we resolved to
make the attempt to form and establish a
scheme of that kind, and that was just the
s:hject for which the committee was appoint-
ed.  We could nat determine whether it was
possible to establish the scheme until such
astep was taken to oscertain.  The minutes
say: “The Synod resolve to take measures
for ascertaining whether or not it is possi-
ble for this Church to engage in missionary
enterprise to the extent, &ec* That is
just e length to which the Synod pro-
ceeded in the matter, and certainly therc is
nothing in that to warrant us to say that we
have a Foreign Mission Scheme. We have,,
ws yet nothing of the kind. "We are only
:alking about it. How then are ministers to
ask their people to coutribute, on the Ist
Sabbath ¢f October, for an object which re-
aily doen not exist. This feature in the ap-
pointment has sometking like an absurd lock
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about ity but I would not care so much for
that, were it not that T know the effect it will
have on the collections. Can our people be
expected to contribute liberally in support of
an uncertain ohject, that is still in the future.
‘The Synod is itself still uncertain whether this
scheme shiall or shall not be established. We
are not yet arrived at that stage that we are
prepared to ask our people their collections,
for collections wean that whatever support
is giver, that support reveals itself in money
then and there paid down. ‘This is evidently
not the way to ascestain what the people may
be disposed to contribute for the support of
tie scheme, while that scheme is yet only
talked of. It istime enough to ask for the
money when we know to & certainty that we
shall require it. Now, we cannot be certain
of this uniil we have dealt with all our con-
gregations. But while we cannat, as yet, ask
for money we may ask for subseriptions from
our people. We ¢an lay the claims of the
scheme oefore them, and invite all who are
desirous to come forward and say, by their
subseriptions, what support they are able to
give,~—telling them at the same time, that if
we fail in establishing the scheme, their sub-
scriptions will not be called for.

The subscriptions will enable us cleatly
enough to judge whether or not we are war-
ranted in assuming the responsibility of tak-
ing measures to secure a missionary. At pre-,
sent we require only an honest and liberal,
pledge from our people, that they are of one
mind with us in the mattez, and will sustain.
us in this good work. When the scheme is.
established it will likely be necessary, besides.
the subscriptions, to have stated collections,,
and I have no fear whatever but these
collections wilk be liberal. All we wish our
people to do just now, is to foliow our own
example.  Mipisters subseribed, and thus
pledgéd their support: but they did not
deem it necessary to pay, at the time, the
amount subscribed. e know the amount,
and we depend on its appearance when re-
quired. While we willingly subscribed, I
rather think gone of us would be willing to
pay down the amount until we knew what
wus to be done with it. It is.enough, if our

eople do the same: butif we ave to carry
into effect the injunction of the Sederuat re-
fexred to, we must ask our people to do what
we ourselves did not, and what I, at least,
would not do. ¥ will not call in question the
motives for issuing this appointment; but as.
Y dearly prize this scheme, I do regret that
our arrangement was meddled with, If we
accept this appointment as that on which this.
scheme must rest, then as well drop it at
once. And while the appointment is insuffi-
cient itself, it tends to confound and injure
the arrangement by, which we. hoped to suc-
ceed. These heing my views.of the action of
the few but respected brethren, in this mat~
ter, I feel it 2 bardship to b2 enjoined to ad~
vesate the measure.,
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All that I can in these circumstances do, is
to press on the attention of my brethren, the
duty of bringing the claims of this blessed
Scheme before their people on the first Sab-
bath of October, and sooner than that if pos-
sible, that thus they may help the Committee
appointed by the Synod. I cannot advocate
the idea of asking our people for contribu-
tions in money, on that day. The Synod did
not intend this-we did not do it ourselves-we,
the ministers, only subscribed. It is prema-
ture, and the result to the scheme would be
injurious. I would also take this opportunity
of urging on my brethren who are on the
Commnittee, to lose no time in stirring them-
stlves to finish the work entrusted to them.
If they do this, and I hope they will do their
dest, we may be able before the first of Octo-
ver to report that the necessary means are
pledged. I brought the matter before my
own congregation some time ago, and obtain-
ed in good subscriptions, an amount as large
as I thought would be required. 1 could
have easily obtained at least double the
amount, but I did not wish to take subscrip-
tions but from those in easy circumstances,
who would be able conveniently to continue
paying the amount subscribed. . I told them
if we succeeded in establishing the scheme,
they would all, old and young, have an oppor-
tunity of contributing in the yearly coi-
fections. This scheme is of a character that no
arguments are required to ergage our people
hieart and_ hand in its support. They have
been longing forit. I have scen the tears
flow at the mention of this undertaking. The
man whose heart does not cordially respond
to the claims of this call, on his Chrstian li-
berality, knows the religion of Church only
by name. I believe the zeal and willingness
of our people will exceed our expectations.
As a Church, we have now set our hand to
the work, and we dare not draw back. Let
us then rouse ourselves to meet this great
work, and the obstacles that are in the way,
will quickly disappear. He, who calls for
our cfforts will render them successful. I
trust that every member gof Synod, whether
or not heapproved of the“movement at first,
will now give it his best aid, and thus help
the Committee quickly to finish their work.
Our people will not be behind. They require
vuly to he led—and fearful is the doom, which
we, the ministers, will secure to ourselves if
we deny our congregations the opportunity
they long for of aiding in the heavenly work,
which is intended to save the perishing and to
return laden with blessings to_every family,
whose hands are employed in helping it for-
ward. All other Churches and Christian
Communities are engaged in ths work, and
the blessing of God is accompanying their
labors. Shall we any longer lag bekind, aud
see our brethren advance from one victory to
another, without a wish to share in their la-
bors of love, and their certain and glorious
triumphs.  God forbid. AL Macrias.
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MEETPING OF PRESBYTERY OF HALIFAX.

Havnirax, Nova Scotia, ?
August 1st, 1861, §

The Presbytery of Halifux, in connection
with the Church of Scotland. met this day in
St. Matthew’s Church according to appoint-
ment and was constituted with prayer by the
Moderator.

‘There were present Rev, Messrs., Scott,
Martin, Boyd and Jardine. Ministers. Mz,
Wm. Hay as represent dive elder from St
Andrew’s and Mr. A, K. Doull, from St. Mat-
thew’s Church.

‘The minutes of the previous meeting were
read and sustained. Mr. Martin reported
that he had supplied the various mission sta-
tions under his care regularly with divine ser-
vice during the last three months, and that
he had not prepared a list of those who in-
tended to become communicants at Sackville
and Lawrencetown, and was instructed to do
his utmost to furnish the'same in writing to
the next meeting.

Mr. Stewart reported that he had imple-
mented the injunctions of Preshyterv—uas
re-appointed to preach in Truro and Musquo-
doboit as formerly, and authorised to dispense
the sacrament of the Lord’s Supper in the lat-
ter place on the fourth Sabhath of September.

Mcr. Stewart reported the various subscrip-
tions, &c., he had received during the last
three months.  Mr. Martin was not prepar-
ed to report, but was instructed to furnish an
account of the same to the next meeting.

‘T'he next meeting of Presbytery was ap-
pointed to be held here on the first Thursday
of November, aitd the meeing was closed
with prayer. THoMAs JARDINE,

Lresbylery Cleak.

0

REVIEW QF THE PAST MONTI.

‘The Cardross Case has advanced another
stage. After a very full hearing before the.
judges of the Inner House, the interlocutur of
Lord Jerviswood has been unanimously affiem-
ed. Some strange facts came out in the course
of the pleading—the leading Cuunsel for the
Free Church having fraukly stated that if ten
names were diawn from the ballot-box and
these should be declared by the Assembiy no
longer ministers of the body—or if that
Court should think fit to depuse u minister
for being the most gifted and eluquent in
their councction, there .could be no redress.
Surely no popish tyranny could be much
worse than this. The case will doubtless be
carried to the House of Lords, and the news-
papers inform us that Sir Hugh Cairns, the
distinguished Irish barrister has already been
retained by the Free Church,

The new Scottish  Parochial School Bill,
with some unimportant modifications, is like-
Iy to pass through the Upper louse. By
tiis bill, the parisn schools will be open to
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teachers belonging to any Christian sect, their
control being thus virtually . femoved from
the Church and handed over tosecular boards.
The cmoluments of teachers are also to be
largely increased.  There is a proviso in the
hill that every teacher on his election is to
come under a bord to do or say nothing
against the Established Church, or the Con-
fession of Faith, but ds has been well remark-
ed, he is not therefore obliged to say any
thing in favor of either, and that should a
teacher refuse to teach the leading doctrines
of Christianity in his sthool, ke could not be
removed, provided he said nothing against
them. There are, however, many excellent
features in the bill, and it is a pity that the
Church did not move sooner and more active-
Iy to get the objectionable clauses renmioved.
Ye fear it is now too late.

Glasgow Cathedral has received other three
presentation windows executed in the highest
style of art. We may explain that these
windows contain designs i‘lustrming some
scriptural subject—painted by the most dis-
tinguished artists, und that the cost of a sin-
itle window ranges from £700 to £1500: The
finest specimens have hitherto been executed
at Munich, though it is said that the Messrs,
Ballantyne of Scotland almost coutest the
palm with the foreigner for skill and beauty
of design as well as perfection of manufac-
ture of the material. .

‘The celebrated Dundee Stipend éase, after
a dreary and most expensive litigation, has
at length been partially settled by the House
of Lords, in a manner not very satisfactory
to cither party. The Fresbytery of Dundee
cleimed certain properties in the town of Dun-
dee, of very considerable value, as by law set
apart for the maintenance of the established
clergy of that place. “Fhie authoritles ques-
tioned the right, and it has now been decided
that a certain portion does and another does
not belong to the Church, leaving however,
an opening for fresh litigation. 1t will per-
haps be better for both parties to accept the
verdict as a kind of compromise, more espe.
cially as we believe it leaves enough to give
the ministers of Dundee a fair remuncration,

We ovserve that a paragraph has been
woing the round of the papersto the effect
that the dowager duchess of Suthierland had
hecome a -convert to the Roman Catholie
faith. The report, we are glad to find has
been formally contradisted %y a member of
her grace’s family.

We observe that an attempt has heen made
o assassinate the King of Prussia, The
«mly motive alleged by the wouldsbe assassin,
was that the king though an upright aud ex-
cellent man was not equal to his great posi-
tion, His Majesty had a narrow escape, the
ball having grazed his neck.

Preparations for the Exhibition of 1562
are gofug on with great spirit in Great Bri-
tain, Strenuous efforts are being made by
some: of our leading wmen in this Prevince to
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have Nova Scotin worthily represented, hut
in the country generally, the effort has not as
yet been setonded with much enthusiasm. It
is not yet too late, and we trust that every
section will see it to be both its interest and
duty to have their native county well repre-
sented ut this great contest of the arts of
peace of all nations; .

Instead of going as usal to Scotland, the

Queen has this year akranged to visit Ireland,

to the great joy of all her subjects in the
Creen Ise. T'he most enthusiastic prepara-
tions are being made for the reception of their
beloved Sovereign. .

A trial trip has taken place of one of the
great iron clad frigates—the DBlack Prince;
and her speed, 14 knots an hour, bas satisfied
the most sanguine. Her hull is covered with
iron plates 44 inches thick, and she measures
altogether 6000 tons,

‘The census in Scotland discloses some un<
exjected facts, among others a decrease in
the population in not fewer than 12 out. of
the 83 counties. These counties are chiefly
but not altogether Highland counties. ‘The
decrease in Argyle is nine per cent.

Loid John Russell, after a public life of
47 years has heen elevated to the peerage.

The figet of war ships in our waters is now
very formidable, numbering altogether not
fewer than 39 vessels, most of them of the
the largest dimensions, aud possessing the
most recent and therefore the most terrible
means of destruction. The Diadem, suppos-
ed to he the finest, the largest, the most pow-
erful and the fleetest frigate ever built, arriv-
ed the other day in the harbor of Hglifax,
It is evident that England is fully prepared
to look after British iuterests in American
waters.

Another battle has been fought in the Unit-.
ed Biates, resulting in the defeat of the Fe-
deralists, and the loss of their commander-
and most of their artillery, at a place called.
Spiingfleld in Missouri. The President has.
called for 400,000 men and £100,000,000 of"
money. An incomg tax has been initiated;,
heavy duties impdBed, and a national debt
inaugirated. The Confederate armies in the
meantitne are said to be preparing to act on
the offensive aud attack \E ington, but the
truth 1s; nothing is known of. the plans or in-
tentions of the South, who have hitierto been
remarkably successful in keeping their own
counsel,
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