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“Ir I Porant THES, O JERUAALEM ] HRT MY RIGITF HAXD PAROET HER CUNKEIRG.'—DPs, 137, v, 5.

Sermon, -
By Rev. John Iiogan, M R. S.

O death, where is thy ating? O grave, where.

{s thy victory? “I'hanks be to Gol, who giveth
Ats the victory through our Lord Jeslis Christ.”’—
1 Cor. xv. 83, 57

The Messlulr Is foretold in antient prophes
ty. as a magnificent Conqueror, His victo-
ries were celebrated, and Ifls triumphs were
aung, long before the time of His uppearante
to Israel. * Who is this,” saith the propliet
Isaiah, pointing Hiut out to the Old Testa-
ient Church, * Who s this that cometh from
Edom; with dyed garments from Bozran?
‘This that is glotlous in His apparel, travel-
ling in the grentriess of Mis strength?” «]
have set my King upon the holy hill of Zion.
I shall give Him the heathen for an inheri-
tance, and the uttermost parts of the earth
for iiis possession.” Asa Congueror, lie had
to destroy the works of the great enemy of
mankind y and to overcome death, the king
of terrors.

The method of accomplishing tkis victory
*is us surprising as the love which gave it
birth, ¢ Forasmuch as the children are par-
tgkers of fleshh and blood, He also Himself
likewise took part of:thu same, that through
His own deutK He thight destroy Him that
had the power of death, that is the devil, and
deliver them, who, through fear of death,
were all their lifetime subject to bonduge.”

Accordingly, 1lis passion on the cross,
which vou have this day commemorated, was
the very victory which He obtained. The

Vor. VIL" No. 10,

Your in which e suffered, was also the hout
in waich 1fe overcame. Then Ie bruiscd
the head of the old serpent, who had seduced
our first parents to rebel against their Maker;
then He disarmed the ldng of terrars, who
lad dominion over tie nations; then tris
umphing over the legions of hell, and the
powers of darkness, @ niade a show of thent
openly. Not fo Himself, but for us did He
conquer, ‘The Captain of our salvation
fought, -that we might overcome. lle ob:
tained the vietory, that we may join in the
triumplial song, as we now dp, wlien we re-
peat tie words of tlte Apostie: “Q death,
where is thy sting? O grave, where is thy
vietory P ’ .

It is the glory of the Christian religion,
that it abounds “with consolations under all
the evils of life; nor is its benign influ-.
ence conflned to the tourse of life; bhut even
exténds to death itself. Tt delivers us from
the dgony of the last hour; sets us free from
the fears which then perplex the timid 3 from
the horrors which hatmt the offender, though
setiltent nnd froin all the datkness which
}nr’ol\‘es our mortal state. Ho compiete 'is
tiie victory we obtain, that Jesus Christ is
safd in Scripture to have abolished death.

The evils in death from which Jesus Christ
sets us free, are the following:—in the Firs!
piace, the doubts and fears that are apt to
perplex the mind, from the uncertainty in
which a future state is involved. Secondly.
"The apprehensious of wrath and forebodings
of punishments, proceeding from the conscis
;)insness of sin, T'hirdly. 'The fears that avise
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{n thie Biind upon the awlul transition from
this world to the next,

In the firgt place, Jesus Christ gives us
victory over death by delivering us from the
doubts and fears which avose in the minds of
those who knew not the Gospel, from the tn-
certainty in which g future stute was involved,

Without Divine rev-httiony men wandered
in the dark with respect to an after life.  Un.
nssisted reason could give but imperfect in-
formation on this inportant article,  Conjece
tures, in place of discoveries, presumptions,
in place of demonstrations, were all thac it
could affer to the enquiring wind,  The uns
enlightened eye conld not clearly pierce the
cloud which veiled futurity from mortal view.
‘I'he light of nature reached little further than
the limits of this globe, and shed buv a feeble
vay upon the region beyond tha grave.

THE MoNtILY RECORD OF THE CHURCH OF SCUTLAND

thonght. Is the light which shone brighter
sthan all the stars of heaven set in durkness,
to rise no more?  Ave all the hopes of mun
come to this, to be taken into the councils of
the Almighty, to be permitted to behold part
of that plun of Providence which governs the
world, and when his eves are just opened to
[ read the boaok, to he shut forever ? It such
were to be our state, we would be of all creas
! tures the most miserable. The world appenrs
o chaos without form, and void of order.
From the throne of nuturey; God departs, and
there appears a cruel and eapricious being,
who delights in death, and mukes sport of
» human misery,

From this state of doubts and fears we are
delivered by the Gospel of Jesus, 'The mes.
-sage which he brought, was life and immors
taditys From the Star of Jucoby light shone

1lence, thase heathen natlons, of whom the . even upon the shades of deathy  As a proof
Apostle speaks, are described as sorrowingy i of immortality, He called back the depurted
wnd kaving no hope. And whence could ¢ spirit from the world unknownj as un earns
reason derive complese information that there , est of a future life, He Himself arose from the
was a state of immortality beyond the grave? . deads  When we comtemplate the tomb of
Consult with appearances in nature, and you | nature, we are apt to ery out, “/Can these dry
find but few iutimations of a future fife.!bones live?” When "we contemplute the
Destruction seems to be one of the great luws | tomb of Jesus, we siy, * Yes, they can live!”
i the system.  ‘The various forms of life are , As He arose, we shull in like manner arise.

indeed preserved; but while the species re-
tans, the individual perishes. Tiverything
passes away. A great and mighty river, for
ages and centuries, has been rolling on, and

! the tomb of nature you see man return to
lthe dust from whence he was taken; in the
tomb of Jesus you see man restored to life
again, In the tomb of uature you see the

sweeping away all that ever lived, to the vast, shades of death full on the weary traveller,
ubyss of eternity.  On that darkness, light, and the darkness of the long hight close over
does not vise, From that unknown country | his head; in the tomb of Jesus you see light
none return.  Qu that devouring deep, which | arise upon the shades of death, and the morn-
swallows up everything, no vestige appears | ing dawn upon the long night of the grave,

of the things that were,

‘I'here "are particular appearances which
might na'.ural‘y excite an ularm for the fu-
ture, ‘The human machine 1s so constituted,
that soul and body seen: to decay together,
‘Lo the eye of seuse, as the beast dies, so dies
the man. Death seems to close the scene,
and the grave to put a finnl period to the
prospects of man.” The words of Job beau-
tifully express the auxiety of the mind on the
subject. “If a man die, shall he live again?
‘There is hope of a tree if it be cut down, that
it will sprout again, and :hat the tender
branch thereof will not ccase.  Though the
root thereof wax old in the earth, and the
stock thereof die in the grounds vet, through
the scent of water it will bud, and bring forth
boughs like a plant: but man dieth, acd is
cut off; man giveth up the ghost, and where
ts he? As the waters fail from the sea; as
the flood decayeth.and drieth up; so man
lieth down, and riseth not; till the heavens
he no more, they shall not awake, nor be
vaised out of their sleepy”  But what a dread-
tul prospect does annihilation present to the
mind! To be an outeast from existence: to
be blotted out from the book of life; to min-
gle with the dust, and be scattered over the
carth, as if the breath of life had not oni-
mated our frame! Man cannot support he

} Ou the tomb of nature it is written, * Behold
thy end, O man! Dast thou art, and into
dust thou shalt returns Thou who now callest
thyself the son of heaven, shall become one of
the clods of the valley;” on the tomb of
Christ is written, *‘I'nou diest, O man, but to
live again. When dust returds to dust, the
spirit shall return to God who gave it. Iam
the resurrection and “ue life; he that believ-
eth in Me, though he were dead, yet shall he
itve.” From the tomb of nature you hear a
voice, “ Forever silent is the land of forget-
fulness! From the slumbers of the grave
shall we awnke no more! Like the flowers
of the field, shall we be as though we had
never been!” from the tomb of Jesus you
hear, ¢ Blessed are the dead that die in the
Lord, vea saith the Spirit, for they rest from
their labors, and pass into glory. In my Fa.
ther’s house, there are many mansjons ; if it
were not so, I would have told you. I go to
prepare a place for you, aud if I go away, I
will come again, and taks you unto Myself,
that where I am, there ye tay be also.”

Will not this assurance of » happy immor+
i tality and a blesséd resurrection, in a great
measure remove the terror and the sting of
death? May we not walk without dismay
through the dark valley, when we are con-
| ducted by a beam from heaven? May we
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not endure the tossings of one stormy night,
when it _carries us to the shore that we long
for? What cause have we to dread the mes-
senger who brings us to our Father's honso?
Should not our fears about futurity abate,
when we hear God addressing us with respect
to death, as He did the patriarch of old, upon
going to Egypt, “Iear not to go down ta the
srave; I will go down with thee, and will
ring thee up again #”

Secondly, Qur victory over death consists
in our being delivered from the apprehen-
sions of wrath and the forebodings of pun-
ishment, which arise in the mind frony the
consciqusness of sin,

"T'hat there is a God who governs the world,
the patron of righteousness and the avenger
sin, Is so manifest from the light of natwre,
that the belief of it has obtained among all
nations, That it shall be well with the right-

cous, and ill with the wicked; that Gad will .

reward those who diligently seek Iim, and
punish those whe trangress His laws, is the

wall

Principle upon which all religion is founded.

Jut whether mercy be an attribute in the,

Divine nature to such an extent that God
may be rendered prapitious to those who re-
bel against His aythrity and disobey is
commandments, is an enquiry to whiech no
satisfuctory answer can be made, Many of
the Divine attributes are conspicuons {rom
the works of creation; the
dom, and the goodness of

life wide over the system of things, and pro-
viding the means of happiness to all 1fis
creatures, But from na appearances in na-
ture does it clearly follow, that the exercise

of mercy to offenders is part of the plan by
which the universe is governed, From any-

thing that we know from the light of nature,
repentance alone may not be sufficient to pro.

cure the remission of sins; the tears of can-

trition may be unavailable to wash away the
sius of a guilty life, and the Divine favor may
be implored in vain by those wha have he-
come obnoxious to the Divine displeasure.
If in the calm and serene hour of inquiry,
man could find no counsolation {n such
thoughis, how would he be overwhelmed
with horror, when his mind was disordered
with a sense of guilt? When remembrance
brought his former life to view, when reflec-
tion pierced him to the heart, darkness would
spread itself over his mind, Deity would ap-
pear an object of terror, and the spirit,
wounded by remorse, would discern nothing
but an offended Judge, armed with thunders
to punish the gwity. Ifin the duy of health
and  prosperity, these reflections wére so
powoerfui to imbitter life, they would le a
source of agony and despair when the last

houy approached.  When life flows according |

o aur wishes, we may endeavor to conceal
our sins, and shut our ears ears against the
vojgo of conscience, But thuso artifices will

ower, tho wis- .
od, appear in.
creating the world; in superintending that
that world which he has made; in diffusing .

23

1
* avail little at the hour of death. ‘T'hon things
appear in their true colors, Then conseience
tells the truth, and the mask is taken off
from the wan, when our sina at that moment
pass before ys in review, Guilty and polluted
as we are, covered with confusion, how shall
we appear at the judgment.seat of God, and
answer at the har of eternal justice? Mow
shall dust and sshes stand in the presence of
" that uncreated glory, before which principal-
ities haw down, tremble, and adore? Iow
shall guilty and self-condemned creatures ap-
pear before 1fim, in whose sight the heavens
are not _clean, and who ohargeth the angels
with folly? This is the sting of death. It
is guilt that sharpens the spear of the king ot
torrors.  But even in this way we have vie-
tory over death, through Jesus Christ our
Lord, By Ilis death upon the cross, an
atonement was made for the sins of men.
T'he wrath of God was averted from the
world, A great plan of reconciliation is now
unfolded in the Gospel. Under the banner
of the oross, pardan is proclaimed to return-
ing penitents. 'They who accept the offers af
meroy, and who fly for refuge to the hope set
Lefore them, are taken into favor; their sins
ave fargiven, and their names are written in
the hook of lifs, Qver them death has no
wower, The king of terrors is tranformed
, into an angel of peace, to waft them to their
native country, where they long to le,

‘This, O Christian! the death of thy Re.
decmer, is thy strong consolation ; thy effec-
tual remedy against the fear of death.  What
evil can come nigh to him for whom Jesus
died® Yloes tho law which thou hast broken
" denounce vengeance against thee? Behold
that law fulfilled in the meritorious life of thy
Redeemer.  1oes the sentenco of wrath
wronaunced against the posterity of Adam
sound in thine ears? Behold that sentence

blotted out, that Aandwritiug, as the Apostle
"calls it, cancelled, nailed to thy Saviour's
"eross, und loft there as a trophy of His vie-
tory, Art thou afraid that the ery of thy of-
 fonces hath may rise to heaven, and reach
the ears of justice? 'There is no place for it
, there; in room of it nseends the voice ol thei
. blaod which speaketh hetter things than the
blood of Abel. 1oes the enemy of mankind
accuse thee at the judgment seat? e ix
yut ta silence by thy Advocate and Interoessor
at the right hand of thy Father. Does death
appear to thee in a form of terror, and hold
out his sting to alarm thy mind? Iis terror
is romoved, and his stinz was pulled aut by
that hand, which, on Mount Culvary, wax
fixed to the aceursed tree. Art thou afraild
that the arrows of Divine wrath which smito
the guilty, are aimed at thy head? Belore
they ocan touch thee, they must piorce thar
{ body, which, in the symbols of Ikvine ins iy
tution, was this day held forth erucified
among You, and which at the right hand of
the Majesty in the heavens, is torever pro.
sentod in bohalf of the vedeemed, Well then
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may we join fn the triumphant song of the of our departurs is at hand; when this ani.
Apostle, “O death, where is thy sting? O mal frame shall be dissolved, and the myteri-
grave, where is thy victory ¥ ous bond between soul and body shall be
In the fhird place, Jesus gives us victory  broken. Even the visible effects of mortality
over death, by vielding us consolation and _are not without terror! to have no more than
relief under the fears that arise in the-mind , a nume among the livipg; to pass into the
upon the awful transmission from this world dominions of the dead ; to have the worm for
to the next. a companion and a sister, are events at which
Who ever left the precincts of martality nature shudders and starts back. Iut more
without casting a wishful look on what he awful still is the invisilile scene when the
left behind, and a trembling eye on the scene  curtain between both worlds shall be drawn
that is before him? DBeing formed by our: back, and the soul, naked and disembadied,
Creator for enjoyment even in this life, we appear in the presence of its Creator, Lven
are endowed with a sensibility to the objects under these thoughte, the comforts of Churis-
around us, We have affectjons, and we de- ! tjanity may delight thy soul. Jesus, thy Sa-
jight to indulge them; we have hearts, and ! viour, has the keys of death; the abodes of
we want to hestow them. Bad as the warld the dead are His kingdam. e lay in the
is, we find in it objects of affection and at- grave, and hallowed it for the repose of the
tachment. Tiven in this waste and howling !just. Before our Lord aseended’up on high,
wilderness, there are spots of verdure and of 1fe snid to His disciples, “I go to My Father
beauty, of power to charm the mind and jand your Father, to My God and your God ;*
make us cry out, %Jt is good for usto Leiand when the time of your deparmrc is at
here.” Vhen, after the observation and ex- . hand, you go to your Futher and His Father,
perience of years, we have found out the ob- ! to your God and His God. .
Jjeets of the soul, and met with minds conge-  Fulightened by these discoveries, trusting
nial to our own, what pangs must it give to : to the werits of his Redeemer, and animated
the heart to think of purting forever? We by the hope whigh is set before him, the
even contract an attachment to inanimate ob- , Christian will depart with tranguility and joy,
jeets, The tree, under whose shadow we J'o him the hed of death will not be a scere
have sat ; the fiells, where we have frequently ! of terror, nor the Jast hour an hour of despair.
sirayed ; the hill, the scene of contemplation ; Fhere is n majesty in the death of the Chris-
or the haunt of friendship, begome oh’iects of i tian.  He partakes of the spirit of that world
pussion to the mind, and upop our leaving | to which he is udvancing, and he meets his
them, excite a temporary sorrow and regret,  latter end with a face that Jooks to the hea.
If these things pun affect us with uneasjness, = vens,
how great must be the affliction, when '
stretched on'that bed from whieh we shall |
sise no more, and looking about for the last PAST AND PRESENT—A REVKRIE.
time on the sad circle of our weeping friends !, . ) i
How great must be the affliction, to dissolve, Old world memories are always dear; the
at once all‘tlle attachments of life; to bid an ; recollections of chillhood are recollections
;;;(:f‘él!ll(lnt:(llleumtf)“t)lle f{lgnds \e\gwlplh“;ﬁl 13::]% which we love fo treasure up, and think and
J ved, a hart for ever wi e Yo 3 "
is dear below the] sun! But Jet not the tell of. “Time ma).la,\ its heavy hand upon
Christinn be disconsolate. He parts with | us, and plant a wrinkle here and a grey hair
the objects o1 his affection, to meet them | there. It may stiffen oyy joints and sadden
ﬂ;;m"; to meet them in (:11 better \]\'orldi ;yhfi_re "'our spirits, but. while it leaves ys memory
change never euters, ¢ ; rhose bligs s v
man scx!on:xe‘xs‘:)‘ui;:;utfi'e;un»\i:;.m :‘“’(ﬁ; )r‘eﬁx;n:‘ unimpaired, :.s places at our msg:qsu!:.z store
rection of the just; in the great assembly of | of pleasures in old remembrances which we
the sons of Gud, when all the fymily of liea. | would not part with for all the treasures of
ven are gatherad together, not one person !the world, Qur boyish amusements, our ear~
shall be missing shat was worthy of thy affee- [0 companions, oup young aspirations, our
tion or esteem. And if 2moyg imperfect |, s o, 1
creatures, and in a troubled world, the kind, ' JO¥s. our hopes and disappointments are all
the tender, and the generous affections haye ! fresh and pleasant, all playing round the
such pow.er to eharm lll.e heart,' that even the f heart, as pure and bqo.\‘;m[, as if ],hey had
tears which they ocecasion delight us, what heen things of yesterday. With what fonda

Joy unspeakabls and glorious will they pro., - do we cherish ain inci le 1 stil

duce:, when they exist in parfect minds, and | ness do we cherish eertain inci lents, and stil}
are improved by the purity of the heavens, | mentadly see or hear the merry eyes or the
| Chl‘lam}l}lt)' also gives us consolation in " merrier laughter of Lrothers or sisters, fur,
the transition from this world 10 the nest.§ g wav—or it may be long ago in the spirit
Fivery change in life awakens anxioty ; what- | land .Wl bidine i 1 for wood
ever js unknown, is the object of fear; no N4 hat an abiding Infjuence lor gond
wonder then that it is awiul and alyrming to : or evil have these early assgeiations upen the
nature, to think of that time when the hour | fyture man of woman! The love of a mo»

{| —
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ther, deep, aud pervading above all other
love~the gentle look, the fond endenrment,
the untiring and earnest care, the affectionate
or soothing word, or the almost tearful re-
proach, how muny ! how very many hus the
memory of such a friend saved from the pit
of perdition? and the fancied remonstances
of lips long sealed in death have arvested
many a thoughtless youth in his downward
Jath,

Ttis indeed diffieult to he wicked with
such a mentor speaking, and speaking with
such a voice, and such hallowed influences,
even to a seared conscience.  The recollec-
tion of a true mother i® one intertwined so
firmly and abidingly avound our heart-strings
that it perishes only when the last stage ap-
proaches, and memory and reason begin to
swing from their moorings,

Next comes the school with its  thoueand

axsociations of good and evil, of joy and sor-

row, of boyish adventure and young ambi-
tion, of hair-hreadth eseapes, of sayings and

125

Iy exerted an immense fluence in its day
and generation,  Sometimes it happened that
a love of learning was mixed with a love for
the bottle, and Virgil and Horac2 were wor-
shipped in setret at the shrive of Bacchus,
Or it may be, there was some  extraordinary
oddity of dress or appearange, or of mind or
habits,  How seldom was it that the sillage
schoolmaster condescended to rsemble mere
ordinary every day mortals!  Yet notwithe
standing he was generally o man of worth
and deep rveligous  feeling, of substantial
knowledge, to get which he had dug long
and deeply aud at last incorporated it iuto
his living self.  How different—how very
different, from the empty jays. the paper
rothings, the brainless, poéintless puppets
manufactured to order nowadays in Normad
Schools, and let loose on a comnuni y 10
convey the accupulation of thice months
cramming of Leterogencous portions of high
sounditg olegice. There are no schoohiae-
, ters nowndays—worth remembering, Oune
of the finest points of youthful memmy 10

doings of the boy mau, of stalen enjoyments

and moving accidents, of tricks innumerable, ! the rising generation must for the ~future he
of tasks hateful and pleasant, of Bob and | a painful blunk. Greek and Latin are at a
Harry, and Joe and Geordie,all characters ‘ discount ; plain reading, writing ard eypher-
unparalleled in their way, whom we now see ! ing are seldom mentioned,—they are too
hefore our mind’s eye in all the glory of boy- | common. The venerable dominie who has
hood, on the topmost branch of some tall} grown white in the servige, and has come in
tree, or bringing up a penny from some un-; and out of the same school house for half a
known depth in the river, or thrashing some : century—flogged and taught the fathers and
rural giant who had the audacity to go to! grandfuthers of the rura} district—the phenc-
another school, but who for long and weary ' menon is now almost extinet, indeed has
vears have been grey haired men.  Who can . never tuken root in this western land. But
or would wish to part with these memories. instend of the mun with strong lines of char.
Oh! in those days time passed slowly anda ' acter, who knows Virgil and Horace by heart,
veur lasted u long time, and made many an © who can caleulate a Junar or make a sun dial,
abiding impression.  And then the school- | and has at his finger ends every verse in the
master! Who does not recollect every cran- . Holy Book, we have a set of wandering
ny of his character, his fuibles, his weak and | weaklings, who have been forced like mush-
s{rong points, his wondrous knowledge, his rooms, who teach phytology, or ontology,
awful frown, and his queer stories, 1ow he . or graphiolagy, or hydrology and such amuz-
was tormerted, or loved, or idolised, accord- | ing things ux our simple minded forbewms
ing to his peculior idiosyncrasy. We have ! never heard of—all learned in six months at
forgotten much, perhaps most, of what that , that wondetful fountam of knowledge—the
areat man taught or endeavored 2 teach us i i Normal School.  ‘Fhe modern schoolmusyc v
but one thing weare sure never to forget, :nd ; is nobody—nothing—a floating waif, u hu-
that is, the very points of the man himself.  man weed, changing its locality every few
In those days, to be sure, the dominie was | months v so, never taking root in any soil,
generally a man of character, intellecmally,’fed for a little upon meagre fure, and sent
made up of strength and "weakness, often ; away with more meagre pay,on the wide
addly and sometimes comically eombined. ‘ bleak world, to seek with lack Justre eye ami
Yet that character had its value, and certain-  heavy heart, for another poor resting place
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for a ittle apace. 'Who would he a echoal-”
master of the modern type? Not the sturdy
hind or the sturdier lumberer, not the truck-
man driving his jaded beast, but eating roast
beef und eggs and pudding every day, not
the shoemaker’s apprentice, or the incipient
tailor.  Who then? We can scarcely tell,
'Fhey turn up somehow, palefaced, feeble and
feckless, doing what they can to live—nnd
wandering over the face of the earth, literary
pariahis sans literature,  Oh for o return of
the pood old times. when the country domi-
nie was a man of xoul and intellectual metal,
who could ook the highest in the face with o
fecling of independence, and grasp the hand
with o sociai heavtiness which kuew 1 cither
fear nor consciotis degradution,

But we are getting on somewhat slowly
with our subject, we have sketehed the school-
master—now for the minister,

We fear that the minister of to-day moves
not with the awful dignity of sixty yeiirs ago.
Yourg people nowadays speak and think of
liim a8 & mere every day mortal—as a mere
incidentat piece of the machinery of modern
civilization,—aa one who has appointed duties
to perform and & certain puy for performing '
them,  He has got to preach and pray and -
vinit at so much per annum—and though the '
contract may be broken en the ane side, it !
must never ou any account be violated on!
the other.  But still this is only a gathering |
—though unfortunately a fust gathering evil '
—incident, we suppose to the enlightened :
times, and the superior knowledge of the -
present generation,  There ix still, however,
something of the old leaven to be found.
We still aceasionally meet the man of primi-
tive piety, of deep learning and simple man-
ners;—of fervent zeal in the cause of his.
Master—loving ull things with a pure. and
heavenly love—old men and maidens and
little chidren—the shepherd’s dog—the pet
Iamb of the light and joy of some humble
household ; nay the hedge rows, and green
fields, and all creativn have his love, and all
lave him in retun. Lvery eve in every
houschold brightens as his gentle and benig-
nant form crosses its threshold. The chil-
dren cluster round lim, rejoicing in the com-
placent dignity of his smile. e has an ear
for ull and a loving word for all—and see

with what skill he draws these young hearts |
wwards himself, and with what inviting ac-i
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certs he allures them into the paths of piety
~leading them with the voice of lovetinto
the garden where grows the tree of life—
strewing their tiny path with flowers—telling
them many a sweet und plessunt story—with
one great moral, the love and fear of God
and his holy Word., No stern or awful man
is he, who comes into o house to ask hard
questions and to frown if they are not an.
swered,  He begins not with asking the ter-
rified livtle one to telt him what is ¢ sffectunl
Calling,” or to repeat to him the 47th para-
phease.  No, he leads the tender mind like
little lamb, geatly, very geutly, till he sees
that it feels confidenge in its strength, and is
proud that it ean walk so well with so joving
a guide, Upward by easy stages he leads it,
quictly, unconsciously to itself, till it has
reached the confines of its power, and ‘with
words of endenring praise he sends it to its
pluy, and snys that he will come again, and
chat, and smile, and tell of pleasant things,
aud hear from it too, something, which he
wouid love to hear gathered from the best of

" hooks, How proud and happy is the child,

how pure and single its love—a love " gained
without effort, and a landmark in its life.
The good mun’s fuce is welcome every
where, his voice is the key-note of heppiness
wherever it is heard—in the pulpit or on the
street, or by the bed-side, or the cheerfu] par-
lour, or in the field of lahos- -everywhere it
is the voice of a friend, wise, gentle and sin-
cere. Where is sucha man not Leloved ?
What heart of human mould cun refuse af-
fection so offered.  Fhere may be some hearts,
they mast be few, and cold and hurd cs the
nether mill stone.  What are the finest ser-
mons ever preached to such heart and soul
tesching and elevating us this?  And yet
such a man will never preach slovenly sey-
mons—he eannot serve his Maker with
nought. Not seldom he will wear the long
night into the morning, in self-communion,
and careful preparation for his sacred work,
drawing truth ever fresh and never failing
from the great source of truth. His heart is
in his work—he feels that he is God’s messen-
ger to his beloved tlock whom le loves as his
own children, and among whom he goes in
and out continually, At stated times indeed,
he visits the household, with more than usual

solemuity, and as he enters says * peace be
to this house ”  And its respected head has
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put aside his spade or plough and put on his
Sabbath coat, and the house-wife her Sab-
bath gown, and the best room looks its best
and cleanest, and the children for that day
are kept from school, and with carefuily
combed hair and sober look and anxious hap-
piness, wait the coming of the minister. The
family hible ¢ the hook” lies on the table in
the eentre of the room, and the shorter cate-
chism is placed modestly by its side. All is
quiet and decorous as a Sabbath morning—

their best friend is coming on a solemn er-|
"The sagacious collie at the door feels .

rand.
that something unusual i» going on, and puts
himself on his best behavior. Oh thrice hap-
py household! Oh favored servant of the
Most High! Surely such a scene as this
must be pleasing to the Author of all good,

and profitable to the souls and bodies of his
He opens the sacred page, |
they sing the holy hymn, he sends up the fer- !

dying creatures.

vent prayer, he speaks words of solemn warn-
ing, of tenderest love, of earnest advice, he
presses the hand of each. and praying for a
blessing on this house ; he leaves it with the
same quiet solemnity with which ite entered,

We said that such custums and such cler-
gymen were still to be found—would that
they were to be found in every hamlet in our
pleasant land, then would we have fewer
sects and greater piety and more happiness.
But somehow we fear, this kind of thing is
growing old-fashioned and out of date. We
have to be sure, the annual visitation, but we
find too often, that no preparation is made
for it, The father cannot afford to lose half
a day’s work—even the children sometimes
cannot he kept from school, lest something
be lost for which money is to be paid, or it
may be, a hurried visit is paid at night that
the hours of labor may not be interfered
with. Oh! cold and hollow mockery ; fet it
alone, and anger not God by such an ofter-
ing. Give not a make-believe heart to God
and your real heart to the world. He cannot
be deceived.

——)

A DREAM FOR SLEEPING SOULS.

One night I dreamt, and in my dream I

«tood on the bank of a broad river, Aund as
I stood three men ran swiftly down from the
hill behind towards the water. ‘They seemed
in great anxiety, for they were followed by a
fearful enemy whom I cou'd not see, he being
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still on the other side of the hill; but they
teared he would speedily overtake and kill
them. When they came to the water they
looked about in great perplexity, for they
sought to-cross hastily over; but ther¢' was
neither bridge nor ferry. Now there were
some fishermen standing close by, whom the
three flying ones entreated to help them.
They pointed to a small, narrow raft that was
fastened to the shore by a rope, and said:
“ This little boat may carry you over; but it
is a perilous venture, for the boat is certain
te upset if you make ever so slight a blunder
in paddling it.”

While the three men looked at the raft, and
doubted much it they would risicit, I saw a
strong man approaching, with a royal crown
on his head and of a noble countenance. And
when he drew near I saw that he was moved
with much compassion for these people ; and
he said, I will take you across if you will
trust vourselves to me. Ciimb upon my
back, clasp your arms round my neck, and I
will swim you over one at a time.”

“ Are you so strong a swimmer that you
can do that?” « Oh!” cried the fishermen
with one voice, “ he is the strong hero of
this country ; he has carried over many a one
before you, and none was ever lost ; you may
be thankful that he offers to help vou, and
had better take him at his word.” ¢ No,
no !” said one, I have no courage for that,
I will try the raft.”

So, without more ado, e unfastened the
moorings and set off. Ile floated away
smoothly enoug’s, and it seemed that he might
make the voyage safe ; but it was not a mo-
ment till, by a wrong stroke the raft upset,
and he sank to the bottom, never to rise.

When the second saw the evil fate of his
companion, he said, “ I am a good swimmer
and the water is smooth,—[ am sure I can
swim across,”

So he jumped into the water, and swam off
some yards, Lut then the waves rose upon
him and after many struggles he too sank,
never to rise.

"Then the third cried to the royal prince,
“ Iave- pity npon me, and take me over; I

! will do whatever you tell me.”

“ With all my heart,” said this kingly man;
% hut remember that when you are on my
back you must not try to swim yourself. All
you have to do is to keep tight hold, and not
to let me go.” * Of course,” replied the
other; “I cannot swim a stroke. I shall not
let you go, you may depend upon it.”

“Then the royal swimmer took him upon
his back, and plunged into the rifer.

*'The first hundred yards, where the water
was smooth, all went on fairly. I wondered
at the incredible swifiness with which the
strong man cleft the current. I heard the
poor fugitive sing a joyful song. But as
they approached the middle of the river,
where the waves ran high, I saw that ths
water came up to his lips, and sometime:
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over his head, so that he was frightened
and began to cry aloud. Then the swim-
mer who noticed his anxiety, cheered him
up and said : “Be not ufraid! I shall not
let you go; only hold by me! -

But it appeared that™ these kind words

had no effect, for I saw the puor man strik- |

ing out his arms in spasmodic efforts to
keep himself above the water. At the same
moment he sank out of my sight, and I
began weeping, for I thought that he was
lost like his two fellows. But the swimmer

dived down, and caught hold of him and hav-

ing brought him up, replaced him in his for-
mer position,
“ Why did you not heed what I said #”
uoth he, in a tone of ¢ entle rebuke. *“Now,
30 not let me go again.”

And I saw that the rescued man was very :
happy, and clasped his arms very tightly '

THE CHHURCH OF SCOTLAND.

1 strife is the care not to fall back sgain
i from salvation into danger. But this strife
¢is not hopeless, for your Saviour does not
i allow you to sink to the bottom, like the man
“that fell fiom the raft. You are greatly mis-
+ taken if you think that henceforth all will go
| smoothly. But you are not less mistaken if
you believe that you shall perish when such
a Saviour is near. 'The great secret of sal-
vation through faith in an” almighty Saviour,
is to learn to be still, and to let Him work.
But this is a hard lesson for such a proud,
self-willed, and self-righteous nature as man’s,
Very much experience, often bitter and pain-
“ful, is required to teach him that lesson well.
' But however often and deep you fall, if you

continue with that Saviowr, vou will learn
. that lesson better and truer, and you will find
that after all He brings you safe to shore.—
Guod TWords.

round the swimmer’s neck. And I heard him

sing a song as he did at the first.
few minutes he uttered a shriek and sank for
the second time.
ever, did not forsake him, but brought him
up again. And this happencd many times
successively, and I heard the man alternate-
ly sing and cry. But at leéngth I saw that he
grew less frightened, although the waves
rose and were very vehement. It seemed
that he became familiar with the vicissitudes
of his strange voyage, and I saw him cling-
ing firmly to his deliverer though his head
was often buried in foum. So they went on
with great speed, and at length 1 heard him
utter a loud hallelujah ; and when I looked
closely I saw him standing on the oppo-
site bank, and the royal swin:mer stood be-
side him. Then the fishermen loudly prais-
cd the swimmer, and tears of joy camne into
my eyes.

Now, while I wondered what the meanitig
of all this might be, a man in shining gar-
ments stood by my side, and he said: “ Son
of man, here is the interpretation of what
you have seen. First, observe that a man
cannot possibly be saved by the lawy for
the law is a good and perfect vessel, but man
is a bad sailor. Again, observe that & sinner
cannot save himself by his own virtue, for
he canndt withstand the force of this world.
You have seen too that as long as man

does not despair of helping himself, he is |

unwilling to trust to a Saviour, though re-
commended with one voice by credible wit-
nesses. Furth®rmore you have seen that if
amanis to be saved he needs a Saviour,
and one who is mighty to save as he is wil
ling. ~'Then you have seen that it belongs to
the Saviour, not to man, to do what is re-
qwired for salvation, and that it is man’s
business only to cling to Him with heurt and
soul. Observe also, that the moment a man
gives himself up to the Saviour is the close
of an old and the beginning of a new strife.
The old strife was the hopeless struggle to
get out of danger into salvation; the new

But ina:

Iis faithful friend, how- |

0

RECIPROCAL DUTIES OF MINISTERS AND
PEOPLE.

“The clergy are the hardest worked, and
poorest paid of all the professions. "They are
as much at every body’s mercy and whim as
editors, They are required to maintain an ap-
pearance and style of living like their parisg-
1oners, and they are subject to incessant criti-
cism and nspection. Thev are to conduct
innumerable meetings of all kinds during the
week, by day and night; they are to go will-
ingly to the afflicted, the destitute, the suffer-
ing; to mnrr{) the living, to baptise the new-
born, and to bury the dead. They are to have
a general knowledge of current affuirs, of liter-
ature, and art, and science. Their ear is a
general confessional, their hand an ever active
engine, their heart a perennial fountain of
sympathy, and their tongue a harp set to the
music of consolation,

“ But hesides all this, which is a social view
of the clergyman’s duties, he is also ty the
understanding to prepare certainly two dis-
courses every week to be preached on the
Sabbath. . Now to a discourse there are two
parties—the speaker and the hearers. 1If a
congregation, under our system, engage a
man to be their preacher, they virtually con-
trac® to be ministered unto.” 'The same un-
derstanding which binds him upon his part
| to speak, binds them upon theirs to hear.
. Or is this an unfair statement, and is the
| case really one in which he is to speak twice
i or thrice every Sabbath, anyhow, they are to
! listen if they choose?

«Well, take that view, and we shall coms
to the point.  When a congregation has dis-
covered by the uniform experience of vears,
| that they do not want to hear the clergyman
in the afternoon, t-ut had rather stay home
and do something else, why compel n man
who is overworked already, to do useless
work P What, fer instance, will a theughtful
child suppose, if he sees that every body goes
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pnly in the morning®  Evidently he will sup-
pose that what is said in ghe afternoon is not
of equal importance. In other words, if you
tell him that people ought to go to chureh on
Sabbath, hie will retort that, if that be so,
they ought to go twice a day, if service is tq
be heid twice a day,and you will find it a lit-
tle difficult to put him down.

“The great church which ITuttended on the
afternogn in questiop, was dotted with a few
stragglers, and an earnest thoughtful sey:
mon preached. It may have touched some
heart, and done great good. That is not the
question. Here is a man who, like other
speakers, cannot help being quickened or
saddened by his audience. ])o yeu serious-
ly think a human being can address himself
to pews stuffed with red cushions, and an
occasional human being somewhere amon
them half asleep, and not suffer in his mimf
and heart and soul ? If he be by some en-
chantment, a machine wound up to grind
out two sermons a week, he may do it. But
a living man, with a palpitating heart and
longing soul, cannot do it. He must be
gradually disappointed, hardened, ossified.
The light in him will fade for want of pure
air, it wil flicker, and if it gogs out, wlose
fault is it? Why don’t clergymen tlibm-
selves stand up against this imposition ? They
are sometimes ready to complain of the Ly-
ceum Lecture system as carrying qway the
aucience, and disinclining people for Sabbath
sermons. But if the Lyceum should gubject
the speakers to the same djscipline which the
clergyman is so unfairly wmade to endure, the
clergy would soan see the benches of the
Jecture room ag deserted as the pews on
Sabbeth afternogn. It is not true ss 3 ge-
neral rule that pur clergymen suffer them-
relves to be ¢ put down’ bf the congregation ?
T'he fundamental condition of the relation is,
of course, that they shall like each other.
But wher that is fully acknowledged, then
there are duties upon botl sides.

“The Kasy Chair was wonderfully rpfresh-
ed by hearing a bishop say to an immense
congregation, ‘ There will be a collection in
this church next Sabbatl) morning, for the
benefit of the Home Missions, Thepe is
complaint upon the paypt of some byethren,

that gpllections are vepy frequent in this!
church. They are so; and they are sa be- |

cause the contributions are so small. We
are pledged to a certgin sum for this pur-
puse, and I ehall be gorely ashamed if we
l‘aﬂ to fulfil our promise. therefore hope
that all who are in the habit of absenting
themselves when collections are taken up
will come next Sabbath morning, prepared
to give liben_llly; and that those who have
hitherto contribyted will cheerfully give more.
Let us sing the two hundredth hymn.’
“There is a clergyman who understands
the reciprocal obligations of the relfion.
And what comes of it? Just this: that a
anguishing society is now the most flourish-

H

120

' ing in the place, that ojd debts are pnid off,

"new buildings erected, universal interest

t aroused, and everybody feels more pleasantly
‘ toward his neighbor and toward himself. Da
| vou suppose if he hall been content to have
| people stay at home in the afternoon, and

leave him to preach to red cashions, that alj
I this ceuld have been done? Not at all. He
- has no intention of wasting himselt upon
| cushiong ; his business as a Christian clergy-
man, is to influence men; and he does 1,
Posthumus—he does it.

s Just as I am ending my talk, I find cleri-
cal authority for what I say. At the recent
meeting of the Congregational Union at
Aberdeen, DIr. Alexander, of Edinburgh, said;
¢ I am ready, without any beating about the
bush. to say that we are all underpaid for
what we do, I was talking lately with a Lou.
don business man—a suceessful merchant,
It was about the time hishops were g@ting
made, and we were talking about their ins
comes. He said to me, * And if it is a fair
question, what do you get?” Itold Him,
« Well,¥ he answered, “is thatall vou get?”
% Yes, and compared with what many of my
brethren get, it -is/pretty fair.,” ¢ And what
do you do for that ?” 1 said I would enligh-
ten him ypon this: “Inthe first place, I com-

ose and write what would be fully two vret-
ty thick octava volumes ; about as muck as
any literary man bending over his pen thinks
of doing, and more than some do in a year,
In the next place, 1 have to do as much speak-
ing every week as a lawyer at the bar in good
practice, Then, in the third plage, to do as
much visiting as a surgeon in average prac-
tice would da, Anud in the pext place, I think
I write as many letters as many of your great,
merchants do.” ¢ Well,” he said, * is vburs
an extraordinary case?” I said, * Not at
all; 2 man's duties correspond with his
sphere ; but many of my brethren do as much.
some of them, perhaps, a little more.” “Well,”
he said, ¢they may say as much as they
please about ministerg getting toa much for
their work, but nane of us would do half
vour work for four times your pay.””—Fkz,
Paper.
L4

e (eemmre——

RTATE QF RELIGION IN SWEDEN,

Anq intelligent Christian peasant in the cen-
tral district of Sweden says, that *“the increas,
ing spiritual earnestness which prevails at
present among the comman people there, is
such as to strike even ogeasional visitors. In
some J)laces, the awakening has been so wide-
spread, that opposi:ion has, far a time, almost
wholly disappeared. In one village, all the
inhabitants without a single exeeption, ap-
pear to be seeking after salvation, In this
district, the number of spiri;unlly-minded
clergymen, especially among the yvounger
ones, is greater than elsewhere; and even
those who da wot appear to have experienced
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any spiritual change, are ]n‘c.{ching different- | and a quarter distant, the sanclity of the
Iy, and more biblically than before. It is: Sabbath was so far respeeted in the arrange-
marked that where there is a spiritnally ; ments that the Sunduy traius ran at such
minded tinister, the awakening is usually of hours as to allow both passengers and ser-
a more steady and healthful character; and | vants to attend public worship, Against th:s
that just in proportion tu the godliness and {an outery was raised in the newspapers,
consisteney of his life, the dwakening is of a : which unblushingly complained that pleasuro
more satisfving Lind. The keenest opposi- y scekers were thus provented from enjoying
tion to a living Cluistianity does not come ,

from the poorest or the most sunken among

the common peaple, but from those imme. .
diately above them, the middle class and the .

yich peasants.  ‘The comnion poeople usually
manifest a certain willingness to listen-to the

wuth, especially in private. Teachers of pa- .

¥ish schools who have imbibed infidel views,

have a mosy baleful influence, and, in the .

very schools, often teach the children more
evil than good.  Infidel or Rationalist books
are often cirenlated by them. But, onthe
contrary, where rich peasauts, farm stewards,
clerks, and mechanics, have begun to Jove
Christ and bis word, asis the case in some
places, the godly feel the support powerful.
And the fmportancs of a Christianominded

teacher is cusily ~cen. Undler such an one the

«ducation is something entirely new. When

the people have heen awakened to gerious .

thought, they generally contrive 10 get for
schoolmasters men who have themselves
learned to know the worth of the soul, and
when such men are not found in the parish
schools, they try to institute private schools,

“The compluint is loud against drunken-
ness and licentivusness, as prevailing especi-
ally in the ucighborhood of towns and of
large properties, where the dissolute popula-
tion continually increase, and the family tie
is loosed. RBut, on the comrary, wherever a
living Christianity flourishes, there vice specd.
ily disappears, and, in families, o new {mpe,
and morality, and joy are difiused 3 vea, when
God’s Word has entered, the very temporal
condition is surs to be improved.

*In some of the poorest and most misera-
bie places, the people, in their temporal pov-
erity, have got Chirist astheir riches; and
there prevails in them a singular joyfulness,
or regular hunger and thirst after the Divine
Word, Qur informer says that, in his child-
hiood and youth, he had bee: very poor; that
there were months together during which
there was no bread in she house, but only
dried pease; and he had the opportunity of
experiencing how men live not by bread aione.
When there was nothing to give the children,
they did not ery, but were wonderfully quiet
and contented; and he himself enjoyed at
the same time, such abundant consolation,
tirough Divine grace, that now in circum-
stances of ontw:mg\ cuompetency, but of inward
heaviness, he looks back to the period as to
a paradise.” : )

A severe struggle is evidently hefore the
fricuds of the Sabbath in Sweden. \When

themselves in tne ns and taverns of the
country towns. Accordingly, the trains have
since been altered to suit those gentlemen;
so that, to the unconcealed joy and triumph
of the worldly press, the people will be more
powerfully drawn away from public worship !
But what need to wonder at this in a country
where the standard of veligious teaching s
sosJow that it is not uncommon to see bishops
of the Jutheran Chureh playing cards on
Sabbath-afterncon '—News of the Chwrches,

() ey

THE IRRELIGION OF LARGE CITIES.

We have sometimes thought that could.the
accumulated vice and wretchedness, the dis«
case and poverty, the whale aggregate of hu- -
man suffering, existing in sueh a city as Lon.
don or New York be brought under view at
onee, we would shrink back with horror, and

" that the hardest lLeart that ever beat would
. be appalled at the sight, If on ihe other

hand we could see at one view the large store

: of Cliyistian philanthropy, of individual cfforts
- of unselfish sacrifice, of unwearied® toil, foy

the rehef of suffering, we would feel asif o
mountain had been lified from our breast,
while a glow of pride and satisfaction would
mantle our {ace, in the consciousness of the
abounding virtue which s ever seeking and

always finding objecis 1o rescue fram the jaws
of ruin.  But should we see both extremes,
it by no means follows that we have seen ali
or nearly all.  'We might ses viee or villany
and their multidinous and nameless broad,
seething, fermenting and suffering in their
noxious atmosphere, and a heroio band of
devoted men and women laboring with iead
and heart aud hands and substance to clear
away some of the vileness and alleviate a
portion of the woe. We would see that the
task is too great for them, so great as to be
well nigh hopeless.  1f we were.to turn our
eyes in another direction, however, we might
see an immense crowd, so immense as to bo
almost buyggd numbering, who are either in-
different speetators or who pass on yegardless
of human suffering. Tu one place we might
see averice with greedy eves counmting lts
guins and eagerly hoarding them up, utterly
refusing ta lend a finger to lighten the ter-
rible load which \veig%s down and _disgraces

the railway was opencd between Stockholm | humanity.  Fashion rides pastin gilded char.
and Sodortelje, a small town about an hour | jot, inviting the eyes of others, but refusing



IN NOVA SCOTIA AND THE ADJSOINING PROVINCES. 131

to use its own. Vanity and folly and pride ; have a spirvitual overseer, whose support
mss by on the other side, while hypocerisy in | should be provided out of the funds ot the.
sober garb keeps its cyes steadily on the ! State. e never contemplated that the num-
rround.  Selfishness and unconcern, blind and . ber should he stationurs, but that jt should
deaf, pour ulong the main road, turning not ! increase with the popu]:uiou of the country.,
1o the right or the left, but straight on injlac it done so, Scotland would now have
quest of self or pelf. {3000 parish ministers instead of a little over
We are told that there are probably a mil- ’ a third of that number. Itis true that @
lion of people in London living in deus, ar' cumulo the number of ministers is scarcely
wnements which scarcely deserve u better | if at all, below the required limit,, But they
name. ‘Thata vast proportion of this im- i are badly distributed. The stardy Reformer
mense mass of humanity live no one knows, does not apnear to have contemplated that
lLiow, in the midst of squalor, filth and wretch- ; his children would quarrel amongs themselves,
edness, and that thousands of tradesmen and , and split off’ into rival and hostile sects, ofien
artizans who edrn respectable wages are . jealous of and sometimes sudly abusing each
scarcely superior to them in point of comiort, | other. It certainly never entered into the
and on a level with them in point of religious | good man'’s caleulations that in a parish of
training or religious knowledge. The same’ 800 or 900 souls there would be the time-ho-
melancholy truth holds good with regard to | nored parish Church, and as near it as pos-
other large cities. Inoll'or almost all there | sible the aggressive Free Kirk—doing all in
is but a small percentage of habitual church-|its power to thin its pews, and again within
goers, many who very seldom eater any place | easy hailing distance the douce U. 1. scram-
of religious worship, and very many who have { bling to make up a flock, and it may be two
never entered a church or lieard.the voice of | or three smaller sects, all watchful and jeal-
a minister in their lives. Receut statistics ‘. ous of each other with but little in common,
tell us that this melancholy group is rapidly | but that of regarding the Parish Church,as
facressing, especially in our manufacturing j common enemy and common prey. Now how
cities. low are these practical heathens in ! mych beiter would it have lLeen, could the
the ™ very heart of a Christian land to be re- : division have heen continued on geographical
cluimed, or is it possible to reclaim them? | prineiples, to every pastor his given thousand
‘The problem is dark and difficult, and hangs | to feed and nourish with the bread of life?
over;Great Britain, at once a reproach and | Then such a city as Glasgow would have had
menace to that great Christian land. Time . 400 clergymen instend of about 150, and
was, in‘free and merry lingland, when it was | there would have been at least o chance of
considered not only a disgrace but a crimé to | preventing the wholesale heathenism into
be absent from the parish church, wien the ! which many thousands in every large city
idler or recusant was first rebuked, and if} has fallen. It is needless however to lament
tiat was ineffectual, then fined or putin the | over the past, the duty of the Ciristian
stocks, or sent to prison and fed en hread | church, by what ever name it may be culled
and water. Good old Queen Bess carried | is very evident. ‘They must try and agree to
out-this plan with tolerable firmness and sue- ; work together in endeavoring to make some
cess—and her successors tried to cantinue it, | imypression upon the sea of vice und ignor-
but it was a sad and deserved failure. Char- 'ance which runs riot in every considerable
les went the length of cutting off ears and | town in the empive—or it cannat fail in tie
slitting noses,-and ended by losing his crown | end to cat into our greatness and cffect our
and head. Every body is now satisfied that | moral overthrow. First of all the State is
people cannot be mude religious or church- | able to educate and ought to edusatg every
goers by act of parliament, and yet. we can-! child bern upon its soil. It can direct that
uot believe it altogether hopeless to, baryg | eduzation so that the rising generation way
the Gospel within reach of the pusi ana!be trained to habits of thrift and cleauliness,
needy, or to induce them to listen to it when |and learn.the great principles of morality,
itis brought. Then how may it be done? {and the sublime truths of re&igiuu taught and
Iiere tha.whole difficulty lies, and it would be | acknowledged by all hrauches of the Chris-

much easier to show and prove aow it cannoz.itian Church. In spite of everything there
i

be done than how it can. Individual and ! would he & vast outl¥ing wilderness of viee,
systematic philanthropy has done and is doing . not to e wholly of even -partially reclaimed,
much—but ean never cope with the giant evil. | but habits of industry, of cleanliness, a know-
The Voluutary system cannot do 1it, or it ledge of something bevond the four walls of
would have done so long ago. Ought the i their humble -cottage would be a good pre-
State then to step in and_ try what it can do. | paration for the veception of 1eligious truth
At the very thought a hundred rival sects Hny many & poor weary soul. We have not
rise up bristling with indignation snd thun- ! space to pursue the subject, but it is full of
der.—No. Aud yet, such was undoubtedly | interest and we will probably retwn to .
the great idea of John Kuox at the period of |

the Reformation, for the godly upbringing of i —_—

the people of Scotland. 1is plan was that*

every 1000 people or 209 families should ;



132

AUSTRALLY.

Rcligious Statistics aof South Australia.
‘I'he following statistics of the “ Religions
of, the people of South Australia” have been
published in the Government Gazefte :—
adults. children,
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) lish 275, American, 19=x994; Methodist
i churches—inglish Wesleyan, 107, American,
' North,* 32 South, 20==189 3 Moravian Mis:
ixiollal’iep, 158; the verious Presbyteriun
i churches, over 400. Ty

i 1o the missionaries, as stated ubove, must
: be added the assistants and native-helpers,

Church of England 93,295 20,292 ! whom he will not now enumerate, hut " will
Noman Crtholics 9,606 5,088 | p.roceed to point vut the mission-fields, and
Weslevan Methodists 7,629 6.692 { give the statistics of ench as nearly as we
German Lutherans 6,230 5,000  can.  The following are the principaly places
Indegendents or Congre- . where missions have been establishments :—
gationulists 3,339 2,829 ' American Indians, Miss. and Assistants 384
Church of Scotland 2,766 2,055 1 “ ¢ Communicants 9,868
Free Church of Scotland 2,222 1,915 i “" «  Scholars in schools’ 2,4%7
Bible Christians 2,135 2,081 | Africa, Missionaries and Assistunts 435
Baptists 1,859 11,5651 ¢ Native Helpers 116
Primitive Methodists 1,841 1,834! ¢ Communicants 24,389
Christians 886 7721« Scholars . 24,618
United Presbyterians 875 697 | Asia-—India, China, &¢., Miss, and Asts, 911
Unitarians 304 189| ¢ Native Helpers 1,875
Iebrews (Jews) 210 139¢ “ Communicants 27,203
AMoravians 132 85{ *“ Scholars * 84;137
New Church (Swedenborg Islands of the Pacific Ocean and China .
Society of Friends 84 40 Sen, Miss. and Assist 20%
Othet Denominations 339 234| “ ¢ Native Helpers 531
Mohammedan and Pagan, 94 18! ¢ « Communicants 42,518
Religions not specified 668+ T22| ¢ ¢ Scholars - =O3446
~———m———— | West Indies and Guiatia, Miss. and As-
Combined Total 117,967 sist [ I3
Omissions and T'ravellers 1,033 ¢« Native Helpers . W6
, e « o Comnfunicants 78,072
Tot<i Population 119,000 » ¢ Scholars 18,868

MISSIONARY STATISTICS.

‘The Presbyterian Ilerald thus sums up the
extent of the work and the number of labor-
;;r.;s : employed in the Foreign Missionary

eld.

If we come to figures, we will find compat-
ing the population of the Globe at 1,000,000,-
000, that of this number Paganism has 000~
000 000; Mohamedism, 120,000.000 ; Juda-
ism, 5,000,0003 Chiistianity 275,000,000,
But, upon looking more narrowly, we find
that of the nominal Citristiaus only 85,000,000
are Protestants, while the Komanists are 135,
000,000 ; Armenians, Nestorians, &c. 5,000,
000; Greek Church, 50,000,000, o

If we proceed nest to inquire what the 85,-
000,000 of Protestants are doing for the con
version of the rest of the World, the answers
will be as follow :—

‘I'otal number of Nrdaiged missionaries 1,400
“" -

Assistamt - ¢ 1,000
«“ Native Helpers 2,800
“ Lommunicants in Mis
“ stonary churches  18%,000

24

Schiolars in Miesionary
schools

If, in the next place, we inquire in what
proportion this work has heen performed by
1he several Protestant Churches, we will find
that the various Congregationalbodies in this
country and Europe have sent out—Mission-
aries 368 ; the Epissonicasd churches—Eng-

o

Tu eoncluding this exhibit, it may interest
ouy readers to know that of the whole num-
ber of Protestant missionaries in the World
those sent out by the Enghsh.speaking coun-
tries are 1,006 Germman, 321; French, 155
and that of the English-speaking missionaries
the United States send out 400.

I e

JEWISH MISSION,
MoxNasTIR, Feb. 19th, 1861.

To the Jews Committee of the Synod of
the Presbyterfan Church of Canada in con-
nection with the Church of Scotland.

DeAR BrETHREN,~Another quarter has
come fo am end, and still I am umable to re-
port any visthle progress in the work you
have eommitted to my feeble hands. Few
and far Letween are the opportunities whicle
offer themselves to preach thie clear and plain
Gospel of €hrist and 3Hm crucifled for the
sins of man, .$till in seme instances it has
heewr done, and left to God to dispose of it
according to His sovereign pleasure. In the
medienl Nne Lcontivue as } did hiterto. A
few nems, not of my doings, but of my as-
certaining, X wish o tay here before you.

A faw weeks ago I became acquainted with
an *ducated Bulgardn young man, whom I
have engaged as my teacher in the languages
of the country. Me received his education
-in Russiv, and speake that language fluently,
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tyrannize over them. The’ consequence of
this is, a3 the Bujgarian language and nation-
seems to love his people and language ar~’nlily can not by any nieans be crushed, that
i«ently. Ie Is thoroughly anti-Russian in'an inveterate hatred has been engendered,
his political creed, regarding Russia's inten- , and by 'persistence in that really impolitic:
tion of swallowing his nation, if it could, as  eonduct, it is fostered between Bulgarian and
indisputable. It is frora him chiefly that I’ Greek. The Greek ecclesiastical party are
have ascertained the following notices with . termed “ Farariots” from the district called
reference to the present state of the Bulga- | “Fanay” in Constantinople, where the Greeks .
viaus. i have their ecclesiastical establishments. ‘The
Bulgarie proper at present is situated soutlt | name of “Fanariot,” m a Bulgarian’s mouth,
of Waluchia, having the Danube river as |is synonymous with oppression, -treachery,
boundary between them. ‘The south boun-!eraft, and o sanctimonious appearance over a
dary of Bulgaria is Rumelia. On the east it { hidden licentious life. By degrees, and in
dns the Black Sea, and on the west Servin. ['spite of all obstacles, the Bulgarian natiom
I omit smaller projecting boundaries. Its | has risen in wealth and influence. Perhaps
popuiation is about 5,000,000, But Bulga-  they owe this in great or small measure to
vions are found all over Buropean 'lurkey, { Russia. De it as it may, they are now. taking
in some cases forming part of other commu- | courage, and are now demanding a restora-
afties, in others forming whole villages of | tiont of their ancient Slavonic liturgy and a
pure Bulgarians, 'There is something inter- | hierarchy of their own ; nay more, a separate
esting and promising in this race of men, | nationality under the Sultan’s government,
Above all noticeable id.their tndustry, espe- 1 'they wish their destiny and lot to be sepa-
dally as agriculturalists, for which they have  rated from the bated’ Greek * Fanariots.”
an historic name since we know of them in the « ‘They are trying every means to.obtain that
annals of history. Also as artisans they may t ewd. One party of Roman Catholies was
be found all over Buropean Turkey. Second- ! lately formed in Constantinople under the
'y, noticeable is their tenacity to their own | influence and patronage of the French Lazar-
langunge. Huudreds of years of ‘Lurkish;ists. Lately a deputation of 300- Bulgarians,
and Greek ecclesiastical oppression, and that | headed by an Archbishop named Aoxenty,
of the latter especially directed against their | and Bishop Iilarian and an editor of n Bulga-
language by burning large and valuable ki- j rian paper, all in Constantinople, hreseiited a
braries of Bulgarian printed books and manu- | petition to the Evangelical Adliance; or some
scripts, and by excluding the Bulgarian lan- | other Christian body, begging their interven-
guage from the Liturgy and from the few  tion with the Porte to help them:to.attain to
schools, all these availed nothing against the | their desired nim of establishing a hierarchy
rough Bulgarian tenacity to his own lan-’'of their own. Some see in this act a favora-
guage, so-that though he knows the Turkish ) ble inclination to Protestantism. Encourag-
'in order to communicate with his political , ing certainly it is, and calls for redoubled
oppressors, and the Greek to communicate | efforts among them. If in a short time Pro-
with his ecclesiastical, and really more intol- | testant missionaries have succeeded in show-
erable oppressor, still he never forgets his | ing Bulgarians that Protestants.are Christian
native tongue, and in his now circumscribed | brothers, perhaps they may also in time be
native land he is establishing native schools | led to see and:love a pure- Biblical faith. In
at his own expense and in opposition to his my own experience with. Bulgarians, what I
own hierarchy. “Thirdly, noticeable is the aaid is fully confirmed. It is possible to do.
present’ religious position of the Bulgarians. ' considerable, by God’s aid, and through edu-
{x shows itself in a political direction, as is cational means. A Bulgarian press, ever so
always the case with religious movements in small, would be a mighty instrument for
Burope. For generations past, and since the ! good in this place, as a centre of Bulgarian
Turks obtaired dominion over the Bulgari- | influence. It would pay its way partly in the
‘aus, has the Greek hierarchy domineered|very beginning, and perhaps wholly at no
{with an iron rod over the Bulgarian peopley ! great distance of time. T'his is the opinion

o that we have a perfect medium of commu-
nication. He is enthusiastically national, and

and this by the aid of the Turkish govern-|of my teacher too. In fact this would be a
ment, who find in that hierarchy a ready sl | schiool for the adult instead of for the young.
valuable servant of oppression. The Bishop | One could say maclrin its favor, if it could
is the acknowledged head, religious and civil, | be known that such a thir » would be enter-
of his bishopric. The Turkish government | tained by those who. have the means for it.
leaves it to him to judge and decide cases.of | As vet I hawe received nothing from you in
litigation between Christian and Christian, t shape of opinion in reference to my former
and gives its sanction to his acts. This the | reports. I therefore wait for your remarks.
hierarchy kunows well to use; and pay tothe! In the political worid, according to rumor,.
government with their service as tax gather~i there is a storm brewing, There is said to
ers, and political enemies to their own peo-; be a large Russian force on the Prath, and
ple, instead of protecting them against injus-! the Turks.arm themselves accordmgly, La-
tice, The Greek hierarchy permits only very ! rope is in- o ferment, and no one knows where
few Bulgariaus-into their-ranks, the better 10| or in how many places the eruption will take-
* Yor. VII. No.10. 12 .
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blace.  We are apparently on the eve of,
great events.  The spring is advancing ra-
pidly, and hastens catastrophes, Our trust |
must oo lively in Christ, for the end may!
overtake us with but short notice. i
Of ‘our health 1 can say, thank God, the!
best. My mily is well. May God con-!
tinue Iis favoer towards us.
Awaiting your remarks and notice,
I remain, Dear Brethren, l
Your fetlow-laborer in Christ,
Eren, M. Lpststs,

s amsms ()

IXFANT BAPTISM IN THE GREEK Clll}llCiI or |
BITOLIA AND ANCIENT MACEDONIA.

All the services as wel' as well as other
weligious performances take place at an early
hour in the morning, vz, 2 o’clock Turkish,
avhich is about 7 a la Franka. This morn-
dng at that time 1 had the pleasure or rather
ahe misfortune of witnessing the baptism of
four little children of three days old, of
avhich one of them is the grandchild of our
Jandlady whose house we are now occupy-
ing. So at 7 o'clock this morning I was
already on my way to the church for the first

ime. The street as well as courtyard of the
xhurch was crowded with people because the
wervice of the day was just over, I entered
tdie church, which was as cold as an ice-house,
and took seat near the door, in order not to
attract any attention, and as the service was
just finished, and muw: - of the peoplé' were
vet heiping themselves to the communion,
which was in great heaps prepared for them.
Every one of them before and after partaking
of it made the sign of the cross, and before
leaving the church kissed the crucifix,” holy
Mary, and other saints, and went their way.

Shortly after the church was nearly empty of !
people, excepting of a few who remained to !

witness the baptism. For about a half hour
there was a perfect chaos, and I thought my-
self n the midst of a market-place, for per-
sons were going and coming in all directions,
and were talking and laughing as loud as
they pleased. Anl several of the “papas”
Yassed by them as indifferently as could be.

became a little impatient, and asked when
the baptism would take place, for it was an
hour behind the time n‘ready. I was in-
formed that the friends wers there already,
and were only waiting for the “ napa” (min-
ister in the Greek language). immediately
ane of them appeared, arraved for the occa-
sion, and with a book in his hands. At that
wmoment I removed, myself to the centre of
the church in order that I might see all and
lose nothing. From there I saw all the wo-
men standing with the babies in their arms
in the outer porch of the church, where it
was freezing cold, but fortunately the little
ones were well weapt-up. There stood also

the “papa,” where he read out of the Gospels
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to them for about half an hour. Nuring that
time great preparations were made for the
baptism. A very old man, called also papa,
appeared, who looked as if he could neither
see nor hear, performed the greatest part ot
the ceremony.  ‘The preparations were these:
A littie stand was brought in, upon which a
tut with cold water was paaced. Near.by
that stand was another one with a great many
little wax candles which stuck to it, and
which were lit on the occasiun. And by that
stand there was atfached a little tin dish to
it, with a cover that had many holes in it,
and which was filled with incense. It was
also lit as soon as the time for baptism ap-
proached. At that hour the chaplin got
through with his reading, and the godmoth-
ers with their little charges walked into the
church, and placed themselves where the in-
cense was burning. ‘The old man presided,
and at a sign from him the four little infants
were placed on the floor, which was of mar-
ble, and were immedfately uncovered, net-
withstanding their being entirely naked.
But soon the old papa appeared with a small
dishin his hands whieh contained holy water,
and with which he sanctified the littfe crea-
tures previous to the baptism by making the
cross apon them. As soon as this was over,
some hot water was brought and put into the
tub of coid, and then the old Pope took up
one child after another and bathed them in
the tub asif they really, needed it. Nota
word or remark was said while the immersion
was going on, and yet there was no appear-
ance of solemnity whatever., After having
washed them thoroughly well, he gave them
back to their respective godmothers, who re-
ceived them in parts of the clothes in which
they were brought; and, after having al-
lowed a little time for drying, he came with
a small can of oil, and anointed them with
it, both bovs and girls. After this he
fetched an old pair of scissors, which looked
very much like old snuffers. and with it cut
the hair of eachinfant. What he did with
the hair, I cannot tell, but as soon as he got
through with all this, an old woman appeared
with soap and water, and waited upon the
holy man in pouring the water over his hands.
The Laptism was now closing, and the chap-
Jain took up the book and read out of it
without any air of solemnity whatever, for he
knows that the people do not understand it,
and, while he was reading, talking and laugh-
ing were going on from all sides. After the
reading both.the cld and young papas begau
to sing a psalm, and while they sang, the
godmothers with their little charges were
obliged to go round the circle where all the
ceremonies were performed, and every time
they came in at the front of the crucifix they
bowed. This they repeated three times, and
when there was no more to do, the old man
said something to the women and disappear-
ed. 'The women soon advanced to the altar,
where I followed them, and where I saw what
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| 1 could not and what I would not believe be-
fore,

" ''here the women with the children in their
arms remained standing in a most solemn
manner, and were waiting as if for the most
important part of all. Accordingly a door
was opened as by magie, and the old priest
appeared covered with as many crosses and
crucifixes as he could bear, and in addition to
the things also a cup and tea-spoon in his

L3

136

© %I am hound to hold an impartial balance
‘ Letween the varlaus professions, but vet L
cannot but express my regret that so few,
comparatively, of the youth of Canada should
devote themselves to the service of the
Church, While such numbers flock to oup
. Medical schools, how comparatively fow are
found in our Divinity halls, While the aven-
ues to the Medical and Legal prof.ssions are.
crowded, few seck employment as clergymen

hand. ‘There he performed his holy vocation | in the bodies with which they are connéeted.
in administering to these infants of three 1 cannat but think that many who have natu-
days old the holy sacraiment, May the Lord | ral gifts of the right kind have shunned the

soon have mercy upon this people, upon
Furks and Christians, that they may soon
behold the truth as it is in Jesus, and ma;
they see that all their works are as flithy rags,
and that there is no safety except in the blood
of Christ aur only and true Saviour,

. BEucexta BesTris,

0

QUEEN'S COLLEGE, CANADA,

It affords us no ordinary pleasure to ob-
serve that this excellent nursery of our Church
in the sister colony is making great and ra-
pid strides both upwards and onwards, so
that it would be diflicult to say whether it is

making greater progress in efficieney or in

numbers. ‘The one result is the natural con-
comitant and complement of the other. In

point of efficiency, in internal discipline, in the .

esprits du corps of its members, in the num-

ber, enthusiasm, and attainments of the pro-’

fessorial staff it is equal to most, and superior
to many of «the American Colleges. It has
10w, in addition to a school of Arts and The-
ology, a Faculty of Law and a ¥uculty of
Medicine, both pros%)erous in the highest de-
gree, the latter numbering not fewer than 97
students, A Botanical Society has also been
instituted, which promises important results;
a gvmnasium ha§ been apened, besides other
additions and improvements of a satisfactory

Clerical profession from the mistaken notion
“that_they escape responsibility by adopting
.the Legal or Medical profession. But it Is

folly to think that you can in any profession

escape Christian responsibility. Society needs

‘the progress of Christianity, needs Christian
'doctors and Christian lawyers, just as much

as Christian ministers, and a man can deny
yhis 1livine Master as well in one profession
tasin the other. Be assured, that Christian

“responsibility will haunt you in whatever
. profession you take refuge, and you do not
escape an accusing conscience by fleeing from
the profession of the ministry. ¥ allude to this
merely that you may not be seduced intoa
wrong path in life by dangerous misconcep-
tions. Consider well the gifts God hath giv-
.en you, and choose that profession in which
you best can serve God and your fellow-men,
and do not be influenced by the futal mistake
tiat in any one profession you can escape re~
sponsibility, '
¢ Our frequent appeals to the future great-
.ness of this country sometimes provoke a
_smile on the part of our friends across the
; Atlantie; but I beliove these appeals show
| something more than a weakness on our part;
, & people must have faith in their country’s
. future gréatness, and these frequent appeals
. would not be made unless taey struck a chord
. of sincere conviction deep in the Canadian,
,heart. But let me remind you that this

nature. The whole number of students in ; greatness is not some blind destiny, a great~
attendance during the last term was 172, be- | ness to be thrust upon you against your will.
ing, we understand, larger than any previous | It is for you the future Physicians, Clergy-
session. We are much pleased to observe  men, Lawyers, Judges and Statesmen of
that three students from the County of Pic-, Canada, to ‘achieve that greatuess, and let me
tou have this term distinguished themselves yemind you that, thou%h the Physician be
ina very creditable manmner. They are all | gkilful, the Clergyman eloquent, the Lawyer
from Scoteh Hill, viz: clever, and the lxlig::eflt positions i? t{le land
3 . 4.1, | filled by accomplished men, yet, if there i3

A ggi:grsﬁigrg(l,:t’hgg%\{‘ie:s?f B. A, with rone element wanting, we shall fail of true

y | greatness. Yt is righteousness that exalteth

Mr. John ) illan, 2 i i o . . .
Mr. John Macmillun, 2ud prize Se"mr’-ananou. It is the integrity and honor of

Latin :
" Macmills S . ! Kngland, nat so much her genius and tuleut,
Mr. ({‘:]el:l\ Macmillan, 1st prize Seniar | that have raised her to the first place among

{ nations, and if we are to seek a similar posi-
i tit(‘m, \\ﬁe aru] to ;l;)aiuiit ;mtlby r.negelclev%rlness
Mr. ‘rie. Or <, ' of intellect but by the high principles of hon-
Mr. }}llifoa".{l'ff .?Incqnmrw, Order of Merit or, The youth {rained °up in our Universi-
e ties are naturally those wham we may expect

The Address of the Very Rev, Principal | to occupy the most prominent positions in
T.eitch is an able and valuuble paper. We ! this country, and hence it is necessary thats
have room only fur the tollewing extract:  jsuch institutions should be not mefo ssminas

Mr, John Macmillan, 1st prize Senior Ma-
thematics and Natural Philosoply,
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ries of learning ut nurseries of moral great- _theright track, butall that makes no difference.
nuss, and no mora greatness can be cherished « And when the congregation consists of ‘men
except in the atmosﬂyhere of Cluistian_infiu- ! of both politieal parties, then the rule seems
suces. It has heen the aim of this Institution | to be that the minister should not vote at
to supply these elements, and we labor in the @ all that he may offend neithor.  What ridicu-
hope that your future carcer will proclaim | lous nonsense! s must become a nonen<
that our labors are not in vain.” ! tity lest the exercise of his simplest citizen
{ right should be construed by some childish
heaver into a cause of offence, It is strange.
{ that this contemptible tyravny which would
. POPBLATL ERRORS, degrade ministers into being slaves of political
We have spoken of congregatjonal delu- ! feeling should be the fruit of that dissent and
sions on the subject of © giving.* But con- 1 voluntaryism which would separate the Chuvehy
nected with every portion of ministerial work | and the national interests as naturally inde-
there are popular fallacies. Peaple accept; pendent. But so it is; for whilein the na-
and act upon them without thinking. 1o, tional churches in Britain there are members
not get angry, beloved brother reader, at 2/ and ministers of all shades of poiitics, and a
statement of some of these. If they fit you { man would no more ask ¢ whom does my
very closely—even to the pinching “point— - minister vote for® than he would ask *who
why then drop them. If you are * not guil- is his hatter " Among the sects on the eon-
ty,”" do not aceuse the writer of having had { trary theré is almost always one stamp of
vou in his eye when he was writing, ~ This! politics, and with that theiv ministers are ex-
Jittle article Is saying * thou art the man”ipected to be duly signed and sealed. One
only to the resily guilty, And it aims not at i sort of Popery would make the people vote
a cloud of words but at plainness of ‘speech. ' gs the priests dictate ; anather sort of Popery
Listen then. would muke the ministers vote or refrain

(1) Many members of the congregition ! from voting as the people dictate.

expect that their minister should marry to! (3.) Many membhers of the congregation
please them, Agreed then: but let it bethink that the great end of their wminister’s
understood also that they are always to marry | preaching should be to please them. Paul
to please him. But it would be impertinent i had o different idea of the office, the duty,
for him to meddle with any of lis people in: and the judge of a true minister. Ile isa
these affajrs of the heart, you say. Well,!steward of the mysteries of God ; his duty

0

give him the benefit of the same code. Leave
to him some little corner of a private life.
Whether his wife be taken from his own con-
gregation or not; whether she belong to his
own denomination or not; whether she be a
native of the same country or not; is simply
none of your business, Was that not a fair
answer that the minister made to a deputa-
tion of his congregation who waited upon
him to ask if the lady of hjs choice was a
saint—* I cannot be sure, hut at any rate
she is a pretty liule sinuer, and I love her #”

And again, to hear the ty}k of many, one
would think that the congregation paid the
minister’s wife as well as the minister. “Why
is she not more fine in her way?” why does
she not giyve more attention to the Sabbath

School?” why is she so extravagant »” “so
mean 2 §e,, &e.~all no moye vour business, °

my buckbiting friends, thap such matters in
your houses are your minister's business.
And do you not know that any man worthy
of the nume woulu far rather that you found
fault with him than with hjs wife.

2.) Many members of the congregation
expect thuy their ministey should vote to
please them, 1leis to haye nothing to do
with polities on penalty of being branded as
& political back, but he will be allowed to
vote—on one condition ; angd that is, that he
aote according to his own onscience, Qh
no, that is not it, but according to the gon-
stience of the party, The pur.y may in his
apinion 5o wrong, and the opposition be on

I thersfore is to be faithful to Mim who called
| him ta the stewardship ; and He who judgeth
t him is the Lord, * Let men not forget that
i the ward to the speaker ¢ take hieed how you
speak,” and to the hearers ¢ take heed how
ve hoar,” ave from the same authority. The
speaker is before God; so is the hearer,
Both have their parts to fulfil. Is it the
part of the hearer to come as a critic, trying
every word by his own standard? Let him
! come because he hungers and, thirsts to hear
j God's word, and he will not so often have to
complain of a Dryasdust pulpit.

Are there no “populor errors” among the
ministry ?  Yes, not a few ; but it is not of
such that we are now speaking. Perhaps we
are nat vet done with the ¢ popular errexs”
of the gongregation.

0

SCRIPTURE SKETCHES.~TPHE PRODIGAL
IN WANT.

He would not be a son; now he is a slave,
He would not live as an heir; now, all the
" horizon is dark-—the present not his—the fu-
. ture snatched from him. e would not be
. in his father's house ; now he must serve in
i the fields. ‘The abundance of home, the ui)-

per seat at table, he despised ; now he would,
{ fain fill his belly with husks., The old friends,
ithe family circle, the mystic iufluences of
" hearthistone and altar, he had eut himself
j away fram; now he has for saciety the gross
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hinds and the grosser swine, "Then, every
want was anticipated, every necessity minis-
tered unto ; now, no man will give unto him.
~n0 pity for him. Then, his work was light,
his employment honorable ; now—oh shame!!
he is a swineherd. Oh tervible retribution!
Selfishly he would find his life ; and he has
lost it. Ife would concentrate happiness
upon himself; but it has altogether eluded
Ins grasp. Those eyes now joyiess—once
flashed back a sunny laughter, an answer o
a mother’s smile. That form——prematurely
old—enfeebled by viee, was once a worthy
temple of a God-gifted human soal. 'Lhe
face now seamed with lines that passion has
burned deeply into it once calmly mirrored
the trust and peace and joy of a loved son,
Thus have the world, the flesh, and the
devil treated him.  Fair promises they made
him at first.  Bat, drink, and be merry; the
cup is full and it is thy own.  Withhold not
thyself from aught that thy soul lusts after,

Be a God unto thyself ; make ail things, all E

duties full down and worship thee. Lvery
man for himself, ‘Thus spoke the world.
Ang for a time the temptress seemed to be
as good as her word. She made him drunk
with her enchantments. Let no man affect
to despise the pieasures of the world. They

have a reality that makes them ring fora
time like the genuine metal, Lven the deli- *

rium of ¢ riotous living” is a joy, wild and
insane though it be. Over the mad Mael-
strom though there be no serene heavenly
Jondstars, yet meteors flash and blaze, and
the soul for a time can rejoice in their light.
But then comes black nigiht—the night that
has no morning, dnd to the homeless soul the
verv darkness lays bare its whole want and
woe. No wonder that the man_ cries out in
despair. This was not what he had bargain-
ed for. He is no longer the world’s master,
bat its slave. He got the good wine first,
and now he must drink “that whichis worse.”
And the world’s fat things no longer satisfy
him. He may “fill his belly,” nay dull the
gnawing pain, but his cravings remain and
demand different food. The beginning of
the woeis upon him;—* woe unto you that
are full! for ye shall hunger.”

The famine had touched the Prodigal.
Thus it reached the Jewish Church when her
first husbaud was abandoned for other lovers.
I will go after them, she said, for they give
me “ my bread and my water, my wool and
my flax, mine oil und my drink.” But in-
stead of getting anything from them, she was
stripped by thera of all that she had. Then
she discovered her nakedness. 1hus too the
famine touched the Gentile world, It had
sought its life in the fountains of earth, seek-
ing to perfpet itself through the flesh, Bug
every spring dried up ; after drinking at each
and all, still' there was the same quenchless
thirst. Fierce war brought it not, and the
substitutes of rich spoils, and ovations, and
high office satisfied not the soul. Fagle-eyed

137

: phiilosophy wrapped its cloak around itself,
"and lay down to die, murmuring * I cannot
Hind it Art filled the tensples aud the
aroves, hut not the citadeli of Mansoul.
, Paesy rolled her fine eve in phrenzy, as she
“evied, “itds notin me.”  The world by wis-
jdom could not find God. \¥hen ‘the workd
was conscious of its fumine, ¢ the fulness of
time” had come,

As with the Cnurch and world, so with the
« prodigal in all ages. “Go to now, O heart,
é I will prove thee with mirth, therefore enjoy
- pleasure,” said one who would have found lite
i in the world if the world had it to give. The
i search was made ; earth was weighed in the
i halances, and the result is declared, All is
! vanity and vexation of’ spirit, snd there is no-
profit under the sun.” * What is the world
but a crowd of knaves and feols who are
cheated and ruled by afew master rogues.
' T curse God that ever 1 was born,  Such are
¢ Voltaire’s bitter thoughts; though he was
“ stallfed,” his soul was hungry. ~ Oh carth !
earth! foster—nurse, but not our mother, not
our home, And listen to the moan of one
still young, whose “ portion of goods” sesm-
! ed infinite and alt that heart could desire :
i * My duys are in the vellow leaf,
. The flowers. the fruits of love are gone,

‘T'he worm, the canker, und the grief
Are mine alone.”

Reader! is all your food taken from earth’s
lap? 'Then are you sure to bein want. If
not naw, in eternity—when too late—it will
reach you, I pray God that the famine may
come home to vou now. Then seek for that
bread, after eating which, hunger is no more
suffered. Like the old Jewish Church, say,
“1 will return to my first kusband ; for then
was it better with me than now.” Life in
God is the only true life ; and that life is life
for evermore. The taste of it now is the
earnest of it as an everlasting inheritance ;
and if earth but introduces you to it, you will
feel grateful to earth. With dying Ruther-
ford vou will say * I thank God that I have
been born.”

e ()

For the “Record.”
THE RAINBOW.
Genesis 1x. Revelations 1v.

Beside his tent the aged patriarch stood,
Where earth, in robes of perfumed bheauty
dressed, .
Fresh from the cleansing baptism of the fiood,
Lay like & free and joyous child at vest.
The evening sacrifice of prayer and praise,
Like a sweet savor, had gine up to heaven,
While the rich hues of suuset’s lingering rays
Touched the fuic landscape with its gloriows
leaven:
Like Eden’s land, ere sin had entered there,
So nature slumbered beautiful and fuir!

But as the patriavcls gazed, across the sky
A breath of shadow swept, and sudden rais
Fell like sweet dewdrops ou the emerald dye

Of hierb und folinge, crowning hill and phéu.
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Though exquisite the freshness of the shower, l grand festival was given to the Sabbath School
. Ll‘;{dm:—' new heauty to the (‘c‘l“l'"""i’ scene, ' children, which pussed off most successfully.
Pearling the frmgcs’of cach \l\:ﬁop\}ﬂ{ ower. The Governor was in the chair; the leader
Brightening carth’s undulating waves of green, £ the wover t. the Profess f the Col
Sweet incense hathing nature’s altar shrine— ot the government, the 1 rolessor of the Col-
Mau enly trembled at the avenging sign, ! lege, the minister, and other notahilities mak-
X .o ing speeches on the cceasion ; but there was
And \:l:tcc'l‘xlod the falling drops With' shrinking -, P word of it in the Mecord. ‘The scholars
Bt as in fear each heart and knee was bowed, : Of the sue bnh}):\t!\ School have. recently
Strange threads of colored light a glory shed. heard from My, Paton in Canada, that there
And spanued the purple darkness of the cloud:  is an orphan now in the Caleutta Orphanage,
's‘\'\;:l.s’uurhulwl um;lwd tt]hc ‘ruiudr?l'? f;l“";_fs']'l’}l‘lf;', who looks to them for supnort. ‘They have
texcloud drank up the hues of chiungetn ight, e o1ttt - 3 rear -

Braidéug their beanty: Lot aoainbow fair ;!(""n w witing fi’,‘ lthl’slf)r )hu? for }(.3'“‘51 1 be
Unrolled its glorious crescent to the sight, | neve, -lll'(l the little Hindoo has turne )"P at
Aud the bright dimpled waters of the sea last.  If an account were sent to the Zlecord
Mirrored its beauty in intensity. of the way in which their connection with
their protege is kept up, other Schoals might

be stimulated to ¢ go and do likewise.”
D

While God’s own voice thelovely symhol blessed
Until remotest time to all below,

Hereir his covenant of love confessed, . But the Presbytery here is very weak hand-

... Withiu the clond a bright memorial how ed. A missionary is absolutely indispensable.

1"‘{“‘-1:‘1 lf""l‘i‘"‘if:lg & hl"""lé;: S, e of heace. If we could get’ two, one of them able to
beiween s :l.l ana ours I(—‘.]).C( e ol peace, . Sap 1, 9 Y

Hix seal of promise on 1 hand divine + preach Gae.ie, so much the better.  But that
Kept in his registry 31 time shall cease, * you may have some idea of the extent of the

A from the Ark the plague of waters stayed.  field, allow me to mention a few details about
So earth no more by flood showld be dismayed. * our vacancies, and this month, especially
And still our Father's voice by us is heard : about Georgetown. A most nnﬁfrm]nmte‘cun.
Tn ahie soft buw that spans the weeping sky; _ ; Gregation this one of Georgetown has heen
Ileaven’s scroll for us still keeps the writseh frourthe first. ‘Pwenty or thirty years ago it
., word, . . was along with Murray Harbor, a fine field
l(ltrl'l‘:l:lll:}lﬂ{:; f]e’:xr.:ftﬁ.r: :.f: lllll::\:l‘llc;l\\ for an energaic man .to.lnbor in. The two
1t form is incomplete 1o mortal gaze, places then got a minister, who was over
A broken cirele anly gilds the brow them long enough to seatter them in disgust,
Of evenings shadow with its melting rays; cause many of them to hecome Baptists,
But round the throne, Christ’s finished work ' Methodists, Lpiscopalians, &ec., and who wag
then deposed for gross offences.  Then came

t the Rev. Hugh Ross for a short time; he
Fadeless in hue, the emerald’s softest green, t loft our church in 1843, and most of the Mur-
It wreathes its glorjous circie evermore, yray Harbor people also joined the Kree
0"1‘; 93:}‘1'{:0'1”"\‘% "“lt[hl.\jffr;}m ﬂ{lls mortal seene, ¢+ Church.  Georgetown was then léfc desolate
N more s symhols perfect and sompletes | 20 remamned so, with the exception of get-
Fternal chaplet round the Suviour's throne, |t the t)"rd.l"“t,"f Mr. Bethun €s services
“Where the great army of his people meet, while he was minister of Murray Harhor—
Gedeemed and glorious, evermore kis own. until four vears ago when Mr. Lochead cume.

Here we believed ; his presence there shall be | el H H i
o N S Prescn( ! Befor arriv e church wus unfinishec
T'he perfect rainhow of Liternity ! Before his arrival th i L

abhove,
The bow is perfect, like the Saviour’s love,

alifax, May 97 . tand Mr. Suodgrass had induced the people
Halifax, May 27th, 1861. £J. K ; §s iad e M

» May 27th, 1861 . M.J. K | to subscribe £80 that it might be finished,

—] i ‘The Colonial Committze also gave a grant;

. " ig0 that under Mr. Lochead’s ministry, the

THE CHUECIH 1IN NOYA SCO114. | church was completed and a tower added to

’ . —_— lit; everything about the church and the

PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND, - graveyard was neatly arranged ; and the con-

Why do we hear so_little of the doings of ' gregation was organized and brought into
our people in the I, I, Island Preshytery ? ' something like working order. Still it isa
Why so little news in the ficcord about New | weak congregation; not more than fifty fami-
Brunswick ?  Why i3 there not more local ! lies are connected with it, though we include
intelligence concerning all our congregations? those in the country as well as in the village:
Last month there was an editorial complaint : und half the services of a minister is all that
that explained all.  Whether there be indue- ‘ at present it could expect.
tions, or preseuts to ministers, or congregi-
tional or Preshyterial aetion of any kind, or |
.?:uhb:.nth School proceedings, the general rule West Braxcrr River Jouy,
seems 10 be that our ministers and our lead- May 8th, 1861
ing laymen are too indifferent by far to think | T e :
of penning a paragraph about them for the | To the Editor of the Monthly Record:

Lecord. . DEAR Sm,—An event of no ordinary in-

Interesting items of news might be sent terest, especially to those more immediately
{rom time to time from this Island. Thus in ; concerned, took place at the West Branch
Charlottetown two or thvee weeks ago, a, River John to-day, viz., the induction of the

0
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Rev. William McMillan to the pastoral ! day was extremely pleasant; the attendanee
charge of the united congregation of Eul-!good; the proceedings most harmonious.

town and West Branch. 'The scervices were
conducted by the Rev. Thomas Uallach of
Pugwash, who preached, as usual, a most"
able, impressive, and eloquent discourse, the
subject of which was taken from 2nd 'Tim.,
chap. iv., verses 6, 7, and the first half of the
8th, “ForI am ready to be offered, &ec.”’
The Rev. Alexander McKay of Salt Springs,
addressed minister and people upon theiv
respective dutles. At the conclusion of the
services, Mr. McMillain received a most cor-
dial welcome from the members of his Hock.
The Presbytery of Pictou then proceeded
to enquire into the affuirs of the congregation.
It appears that the entire congregation num-
bers some 200 families. They have two
churches which are deeded to a Committee
in trust for the Church of Scofland. 'The
Free Church minister has had the use of
both buildings hitherto. How far this shall -
be the case for the future wil! depend a good
deal upon circumstances and good behavior. :
There is a very fine manse, with I dont know
how many acres of glebe land, and all free
of debr, with the exception of a few pounds
due for missionary services, they do not owe
a single sixpence.  This is very creditable to
a congregation who have never had 2 settled
minister among them. Other and more fu-"
vored congregations might well imitate their |
example, especially as regards the manse and |
glebe s but of some ten congregations com-!
prising the Preshytery of Pictou, there are
only four that have provided manses for their:
ministers. It is to bz hoped that all not:
provided in this Pespect, will see it to be their |
duty to be up and doing, and to make a-
strong and vigorous effort in this direction. .
‘T'he people of Earltown and West Branch
have ever been distinguished for their strong,
steady, and intelligent attachment to the,
Church of Seotland—the good old ark that'!
has weatlrered so many storms, and that has ;
done such good service in the cause of the:
Master. ‘Their earnest longings Lave this|
day been gratified, in obtaining a pastor after
their own heart, who can declare to them the\
glad tidings of salvation in the language so
dear to them, a few words of which, spoken !
even by Sassenach lips, is at once a passpott i
1o the heart of the Highlander. |
Yours, &c., i
{

———m).

INDUCTION OF THE REV. S. MACGREGOR.
On the 24th ult,, the Presbytery of Pictou ;

We most_heartily congratulate Mr. Macgre.
gor on the favorable circumstances of this
event. ‘The unanimity and cordiality with
which he was called and welcomed among
them, augur well for iiis future usefulness
and happiness, and leave no room for doubt
as tothe longing anxiety yet exemplary im-
patience with which they awaited his coming.
We congratulate the East and West Branch
congregations on their good fortune in sceur-
ing the services of vne so well qualified o be
their teacher in spiritual things, one whose
carnestness and fidelity  will, we have no,
doubt, retain that confidence and estecn
which bis «bility and zeal have won for him.
His percererance and success in the past
may well inspire with the hope of much goord
crowning his eflorts in the time to come.
We heartily bid them, pastor and people.
God speed, and  hail \\‘itln uumingled delighe

“the rebuildibg of our beloved Zion in this

Provinee. ]

We were much gratified to see the good
feeling evinced by the Revds. Angus Macg:ili-
vray and Mackinnon enhancing the harmony
of the proceedings by their presence on that
occasion. May peace and harmony prevail
amonyg ihem, that the kingdom of our Lord
may be daily widening.

0

.
MEETING OF THE PRESBYTERY OF MALIFAX,
Halifax, Nova Scotin, St. Malthew's
Churcl Session Loom, 2ud My,

1861.

‘The Preshytery-of Halifax in connectien
with the Church of Scotland met according
to appointment, and was constituted with
prayer by the Moderator.

Sederunt, Rev. John Scott, Moderator;
Rev. Messrs. Martin, Boyd and Jardine,
ministers; Messrs. P, Thomson md James
Bremner, elders.

‘I'he minutes of last ordinary meeting were
read, sustained, and ordered to be engrossed,

Mr. Martin reported that from the state of.
his health he had been unable to ascertain
the number of communicants and adherents
connected with the Chureh in Lanrencetown
and Suckville, and was instructed to furnish
the same in writing to next meeting of Pres-
hytery.

“Mr. Stewart reported verbally that he had
implemented the instructions of the Presby-
terv. Ile also laid on the table a petition

met ir: the church of the Upper "Settlement ; from the building committee of the church
Last River, Mr. Herdman Moderator, and af- | ‘ruvo, requesting the Presbytery to transmit
ter the usual preliminary steps, inducted the | ticir petition for aid to the ensuing meeting
Rev. 8. Macgregor to the pastorship of tlie | ing of Synod, which was agreed to. ‘There-
Iast and West Branch congregation. ‘The ! after Mr. Stewart was appointed to preach
Rev, Mr. Herdman nreached and presided, i in ‘I'vuro on May 3th and 12th, on June 2nd
and the Rev. Dr. Macgillivray addressed the | and 9th, and on July 7th and 1dth; and in
newly inducted minister and people. 'l‘hel‘.\Iusquodoboit on May 19th and 26th, on



140 TIHE MONTHLY RECORD OF THI CHURCH OF SCOTLAND
June 16th, 23rd and 30th, and on July 21st | very infirm state of health, and in consequence
and 28th, | l in 1850, Mr. A. 8. Cook, advocate, was ape
‘The Presbytery then resolved itself into a ' pointed to the office of Joint-Procurator,
Committee for the purpose of examining which, we presume, he will now solely fill.
Church Records. The Session Records of  About a year ago Mr Bell resigned the Sher-
St. Matthew’s, St. Andrew’s and Musquodo- , iffship of Berwick and Haddiugton, and was
boit congregations were produced, examined,

approved,‘and ordered to be attested.

‘The Presbytery ordered a roll of the mem-
bers of this Court to be made up and trans-
mitted to the Synod Clerk before next meet-
ing.

Mr. Stewart was appointed to preach in
this place on the evening previous to the next
meeting of Preshytery.

‘l'he next meeting of Presbytery was ap-
pointed to be held here on the first Thursday
of August at 11 o'clock a. m.

‘The meeting was closed with prayer.

T'110s. JARDINE, Pres. Clerk.

() e e

CHURCH AT IIOME,

WITHDRAWAL OF DR, ANDERSON AS A
CANDIDATE FOR THE MODERATORSHIP OF
THE ASSSEMBLY.—At a meeting of the Prcs-
bytery of Cupar on 'f'uesday, the Rev. James
Anderson, Cults., who was appointed & mem-
ber of the General Assembly at last meeting
of Presbytery, begged leave to resign the
office in favour of the Rev. Dr. Anderson
of Newburgh. Thg Rev. Doctor, however,
declined to accept the honour. He said that
after due consideration, he had resolved to
withdraw himself as a candidate for the Mo-
deratorship of the General Assembly.

‘The Brechin Advertiser mentions that, on
Sabbath week, the Rev. Dr. Patterson, of
Montrose, re-deliverzd the sermon which he
preached 50 years ago, on being introduced
1o the second charge, as parish minister.
His text was, ¢ Preach the Word.” At the
conclusion of his discourse the rev. gentle-

man referréd to the occasion in every pathe- |

tic terms.

MopkraTOR OF THE IRISH GENERAL
ASSEMBLY.—At a meeting of the Clogher
Presbytery, held on the second Tuesday of
April, the Rev. Mr. Boyd nommated the
Rev. John Macnaughtan, of Belfast, Moder-
ator for the ensuing General Assembly.—
Bonner of Ulster.

Dearn or THE 1ATE PROCURATOR OF

succoeced by Mr. George Young.

UNION BETWEEN THE LSTABLISHED AND
THE Free Cnurcy.—At the London dinner
% on Saturday, the Duke of Argyll said, in re-

ference to the above subject, in a short speeclr
which wes loudly cheered—* In proposing
the next toast—*"The Church of our Fathers’
—1I comprehend in that form of words those
Churches in our native land who draw their
light and life from the Reformation. With
reference to the Free Chureh, 1 look forward
with hope to see that Church again united to
tthe Church’ of Scotland. It is well known
that 1 had at the time, and still have, a very
large amount of sympathy with the opinicns
and feelings of those who became members
of the ¥Free Church, although I do not en-
tirely agree dogmatically with their views,
andif there were any means by which it
was possible to contribute to the return of
that Chureh, I should be delighted to devote
myself to it. Especially I may say, with re-
ference to what I regard as the great cause
of controversy hetween us—I mean lay pat-
ronage in the Church of Scotland—I have no
right to speak for any other member of the
body of lay patrons: but speaking entirely
for myself, being one of the largest of them
;a5 regards the number of livings, I feel the
; law one of great and irksome responsibility,
and if by means of its abolitfon or any other
measure the Church of Scotiand could be
re-invigorated hy a large majority of those
who left her in former years, 1 should think
it a cheap sacrifice to make for such an ob-
jeet”

Trr CHURCH OF SCOTLAND EXDOWMENT
i ScueME—~THE TATE PROFESSOR ROBERT-
soN.—The Zimes of Monday says:—On the
death of the late Professor Robertson, of
Edinburgh, it was felt, that there ought to he
some publie tribute of respect to his memory
and recognition of his laborious and disin-
tegested services in projecting, andin a great
measure accomplishing, the erection and en-
{ dowment of 150 additional parishes in the
! poorest districts ef Scotland, where the
| means of religions instruction were altoge-
: ther deficient. A number of his friends and

THE Cnukcit of ScornaNp.—Our obituary ' supporters conceived that the most appro-
coutains the announcement of the death of | priate memorial would be the completion of
Mr. Robert Bell, advocate, late Sheriff of ‘the great work which he had undertaken,
Berwick, and Haddington, and Procurator | and efforts were at once made to procure the
of the Church of Scotland, Mr. Bell, who | necessary funds. ‘The appeal which Profes-
was called to the barin 1804, was upwards | sor, Robertson, just before his death, had
of eighty-years of age. 1fe had for a very ’ contemplated to his countrymen in London,
Jong period filled the office of Procurator of ; on behalf of his scheme was made on Saturs
the Church of Scotland, and was, we believe | day evening by means of a dinner in the
the oldest member of St. George’s kirk-ses- | Freemasons’ Tavern. The Duke of Argyll
sion. TFor some years back he has been ina | presiced, and among those present wus the
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Duke of Montrose, Lord Elcho, M. P.; Siry ‘I'ie Rev. A. N. Somerville delivered an
J. D. Elphinstone, M. P, ; Sir Jumes Fer- | address upon ¢ Scotland and Bible Circula-
susson, M. P.; Sir Charles McGregor, Mr. ! tion.”  Ile congratulated the mecting upon
Black, M. 1. ; Mr. W. Miller, M. P.; Sheriff | the announcement made by Mr. Cullen, and
Lusk, the Rev. Dr. Norman Macleod, of ) he had no doubt that with the blessing of
Glasgow ;  Major-General Matheson, &c. | God the United Society would now prosper
“he noble Chairman, Dr, Macleod, ang other ! exceedingly.

speakers, bore testimony to the zeal and per-!  Dr. Norman Macleod next addressed the
severance with which Professor Bobertson | meeting, his topic being © Welcome to the
devoted himself to the Endowment Scheme, !societies which united with the National Bible
and to the benefits which it has conferred on , Society, and Bible diffusion a bond of Chris-
the country. More efficient ministers can be | tian Unjon,”

procured for permavent parochia]l charges | After singing two verses of 3 Psalm, the
than for chapels of case, where the incume : mecting wus addressed by

is fluctuating and insecure; and the subdivi- | The Rev. G. K. Flindt, upon the ¢ Impor-
sion of very ltfye parishes and disjunction of tance of female agency in promoting the in-
those which have been improperly united en- _ terests of Bible Societies, and in supplving
able the ministers to discharge their duties . the missing link for the diffusion of the Holy
in & more satisfuctory manner. The dispari- ! Scriptures.”

ty between the numbers of the population]| The benediction was then pronoynced, af-
{which has increased with great ra&)idity with | ter which the meeting separated.

in the last half-century,)” and the scanty Sy~oD or Monrav.—This reverend Court

means of spiritual instruction at the disposal
of the Chureh of Scotland, has thus been
greatly lessened. Much, however, still re-
mains to be done in the same direction; and .
the managers of the commemoration fund -
make un urgent appeal for subseriptions to :
complete the useful scheme of the late Dr.
Robertson,”

NaTtioNar, BinLe SocCIETY o SGOTLAND.
—A conversazione was held on Tuesday night |
in the Queen’s Rooms, in celebration of the

met on 'Luesday at Torres. The Rev. Mr.
Macintosh ot Rafford was elected moderator,
On the motion of Mr. Duguid, an oyerture
was adepted on religious tests in schools, re-
questing the Assembly to consider the mat.
ter, and call the attention of the public to the
deciaration of the mind of the Church in ve-
gard to education, as given forth in their tes-
timony and protest contained in the 9th Act
of Assembly 1849. Another overture was
adopted praying the Assembly to adopt mex-

union of the Glasgow Bible Society and the | sures from relieving the members of the Fil.
Glasgow Ayxiliary to the British and Foreign ; gin Presbytery personally from the extraju-
Bible Society with the National Bible Society | dicial expenses which had been jncurred in
of Scotland. -~ John Heunderson, Esq,, of Park, i the Elgin Academy Cuse. ‘The expenses
occupied the chair, supported hy the Rev. Mr. ; amounted to ahout £3000, £300 of which
Somerville, Rev. G. 1). Cullen, Rev, Mr. | fell on the Flgin Presbytery. .

Cochrane, J3ev. Mr, M'Ewen, Rev. Dr. Nor-
man M'Leod, Rev, Dr, M"l'aggart, Rev. Mr,
Tlindt, and others. An excellent tea was
gartaken of, served up with great elegance

y Mr. Drummond Union Street. T'he Rev.
Dr. M'laggart opened the meeting with
prayer ; after which,

The Chairman said the occasion of their
meeting was a very joyful one, and he trusted
the present would be the beginning of many
such meetings from time to time,

The Rev. Alex. M’Ewen addressed the
meeting on * Our duty to hold forth, as well
as torhold fast, the Word of Life.”

The Rev. G. D. Cullen the addressed the
meeting upon the subject of the * Encour-
agemeits to renewed and increased exertions
in the present state of affuirs abroad:” He
expressed his great pleasure at being present
at this meeting of the United Societies-of
Giasgow, and the more so as he was able to |
announce that the Fdinburgh Society was,
going to cast inits lot with this Saciety,!
After the wnion which had taken place, the

THE DIspurrd SEPTLEMENT AT DUN.
BLANE.—~The proof in this case closed on
Wednesday, when the Dunblane Presbytery
were engaged in discussing a motion by the
Rev. Mr. Smeaton, Tulliallan, to the effecc
that the court should refer the whole case
simpliciter to the Gene.ral Assembly, on the
ground of the difficulties before them, the
printed proof and sermons not being befors
them, &c. Mr. Jamieson replied that that
course would be most convenient, but he
thought it injudicious, as the Iresbytery,
from the very fact of the great labor they
had devoted to the subject, were best able to
decide it. After a long discussion Mr. Smea-
ton, on the representation of several mem-
bers of Preshytery that his motion had taken
them by surprise, agreed to its withdrawal in
the méantime; and the rev, court shortly
afterwards unaninjously resolved to meet on

| Wednesday next to heav the sermons of the

presentee, and on Thursday foilowing to hear
counsel for partiés. .
Sy~op or Forrar.—This body met at

name of John Menderson would long be Arbroath on Tuesday. ‘The only busiuess of
honored and associated with the National importance related to the Church Extension
Bible Society of Scotland. (Applause.) | and Endowment Scheme. 1t was reported
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it the subscriptions for the Province now
amount to upwards of £20,000. A resolu-
tone expressing regret for the decease, and
respect fur the memory of the late Dr. To-

vertson, along with an acknowledgment of |

tus einent services 10 this schieme, was
adopted, and a copy ordered to be transmit-
wad 16 Mrs. Robertson,

SyYaob or MERSE AND TEVIOTDALE~—=
This Synod met at Kelso on Tuesday.  Mr.
Macleod of Lauder was chosen moderator,

A deputation from the Preshyterian Chureh -

i Eregland was heard in support of the
scieme for supplying manses to ministers in
the north of England.  The Synod recom-

mendeded a collection for this object on the

11th of May. The Rev. Mr, Phin of Gala-
sijels brought forward an overture on the
Lindowment Sehewe, acknowledging the great
sevvices vendered by 1. Robertsen to the
scheme, and expressing sympathy with his
relatives, pledging the Synod to do its utmost
tor the accomplishment of the work, advert-

ing in terms of gratitude to the exertions

muking by the Hon, Major Naillie for that
purpose, and directing that copies of the
minute should be transmitted to Major
Iaillie, to Mrs. obertson, and to Dr.

Robertsow’s father. The Rev. My, Murray .

of Melrose seoonded the motion, which was
cordially and unanimously agreed to.  There
was no other business of importance before
the Synod, which then adjourned.
Fsrantisnen BYTERY or InIN-
nerGi.—~The monthly meeting was held on
Wednesday—Dr, Glover, Moderator, Dr.
Stevenson intimated that he had received her
Mujesty’s appointment as Professor of Church
History in the University of Edinburgh, and
after some congratulatory remarks, he was
allowed to sign the formula. It was agreed
to transmit an overture to the
asking the Court to restriot the term  Pro-
tertant Universities” from whom certificates
should be secured, o as to secure the edu-
cation of students accarding to the standards
of the Church. The Presbytery agreed to
meet for the ordination of the Itev, William
Alidileton, appointed as chaplain to Hombay,
on Thursday, 9th May. :

e
s

————Q

ANNUAL REPORT OF QUEENS’ COLLEGE,
CANADA.
‘This institution is rapidly engrafting itself

Assembly, ©

THLE CHURCH OF SCOTLAND

Livery department seems to be in a state of
great cfficiency, and the discipline is every
thing that could be desired, the very best
spirit, in every sense of the term existing
Letween professors and students ; not a sin-
gle case of misconduct having been reported
during the session just terminated. This is
.2 most encouraging state of matters anl
“stands out in striking contrast @ the unfor-
tunate Now Brunswick Uuiversity. During
the past year a Botanical Society has heen
instituted, chiefly through the exertions of
Professor Lawson ; an Observatory also has
been established, and a Gymnasium erected
by the students themselves with the sanction
- of the Senatus. Judging from present ap-
rearances, the University of Queens’ Cols
}ege has before it a louig career of prosperity
: and usefulness, and we trust will continue for
many generations to be the spiritual and in-
; tellectual nurse and educator of many hun-
. dreds of the sons of Canada and the adjoins
ing Provinces. Qur readers will be glad
that flnancially speaking, the affairs of the
institution are all that could be desired, ‘I'he
income for the past year having been 818,871
and the expenditure $14,050. The salary of
the Principal is £600 and of the other Pro-
' fessors £375 per annum,

The income is derived from various sour-
cer, $6000 per annum from Government,
22000 from Clergy Reserve IFund, $1400
{ frum Colonial Commitiee and $3750 from
i Dividends on Bank Stock, &c. 'The amount
i from fees is trifling, but there have been some
i special bequests to a considerable amount,
 making altogether the handsome annual in-
come of $18,000.

:

! ‘The University of Queens’ College, Cana-
. da, has conferred the honorary degree of
1. D., on the Rev. William Donald, A. M.,
- of St. Johns, N. B, We beg to congratulate
. Dr. Donald on this well earned honor. Dis-
, tinguished not less as a scholar than asa
; Christian gentleman we trust he will be long
, spared to wear his distinction amoug an at-

. tached peopic to whom he has long endeared
himself by his fidelity and zeal in their ser-
vice, as well as for the liberal and catholic
spirit he has ever evinced towards all classes
and degrees of people around him. The
Clwrch of Scotland in the Lower Provinces
now numhers among its ministers three 1)oc-
y tors of Divinity, Dr. McGilvray of McLen-
i nan’s Mountain, Dr. Brooke of Frederickton
. and Dr. Donald of St. Johns.

upon the confidence of the people of Ganady; , .
itis the only College in Canada which can, We omitted to mention in its proper place
hoast of a full equipment of the various fa- , that George J, Cnie of Chatham, N. B., ook
culties of Arts, Medicine, Law and Theology. , his degree of B. A. with honors in Muthema-
Its present staff consists of a Principal and | tics, and also a pnize in the Natural Philoso-
14 Professors or teachers, viz,, 6 in ‘Theology | phy class.
and Arts, 7 in Medicine, and 3 in Law. 'The |
numberof students during last sossionamount. |
ed altogether to 169 being an increase of 24
upon last year. ‘

‘
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MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS.

UNIVERSITY  GRADUATION.— The usual
ceremony of capping the graduates took place
in the Fore Hall on Wednesday., 'The medi-
cal graduates met at 12 o’clock, when there
were present—DPrincipal Barclay, Professor
Weir, clerk to senate, and several of the med-
ical professors. After administering the oath
the ceremony was proceeded with, which
consists in the graduates going on their knees,
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1 To have published these as the statistics of
“ the Church of Scotland in Nova Scotia and
" Prince Edward Island would only have béen
to expose onrselves to ridicule, while the in-
formation, from its detatched charaoter, would
. have been worse than uscless. We do not
. pretend to imdicate where the fault lies, but
had printed schedules, to be simply filled up,
, been forwarded to every Kirk Session, as
well a to the Trustees or Managers of the
. various congregations, there would have

and the principal putting a cap (which in ! been left no loop hole of excuse for delin-
shape very much resembles a Kilmarnock , quents. But we believe no arrangement was
bonnet) on their heads. ‘The same ceremony ~ made for this, and no fands appropriated for
was gone through with the art graduates at 1 ' it; hence the result. We trust that care
o'clock, when the Principal, Professor Weir, , will be taken to secure a full and correct re-
and several of the arts professors were pre- turn for the present year.

sent.  An increase is shown this vear in all
the graduations, but more particularly for the | —0
B. A. degree, probably owing to this being!
! PERSONAL.

the last year in which that degree has to be .
i r . .
given. We regret very much to observe that the
Colonial DPresbyteriun, & New Brunswick re-
ligious newspaper, has thought fit in late
MEETINGS OF KYNOD. i successive issues to devote a considerable

‘The meeting of the Synod of our Church ' portion of its space to the abuse of the
in Cunada took place in Montreai on the Monthly Record. 'I'v these strictures, which
third Wednesday of May last. The proceed- are the mere outpourings of a malicious spi-
ings of this body are every year becoming ,rit, we have no reply to make. T'o answer

o . . . . @ D! . 17 .
moﬁe m}t;&retsmlmg and xlx:l]t)on:n? ztllnd ml: h{ope | thegl in thlel sltyle n which :}xey lm\';:_ hle]en
to be able to lay an abstract of them before | made would be more easy than profitable,
our readers in our next number. The Synod ! but our periodical was established with a high-
of the Canada Presbyterian Church is to meet . er aim than to bandy personal vituperation.
in the same place on the 4th inst., the union | So fir as we ave concerned, the editor of that
of the two borlies, the United Presbyterian ' paper will have the field altogether to him-
and TFree Church, having been arranged to § self, and we wish him joy of it.
take place immediately before said meeting. |

The meeting of the Synod of our Church |
in New Brunswick will take place on the' :
9 sl ! REVEIW OF THE PAST MONTH.
2ud Wednesday of August. H .

The Synod of the Presbyterian Church of | The past month has not been upon the
Nova Scotia is to be held this year in Halifax.| whole a very notable one. May has from
on the 26th June. ; the earliest times been the faverite month of

The Synod of the Church of Scotland in; poets—but this year it has been more than
Nova Scotia and Prince Edward Island will, usually ungenial, cold, biting, and penetrat-
e held in Halifax on the fourth Weduesday , ing, so that it inaugurates its successor with
of dJ une, when \\i;: ltrus!. that el\'er{ xiumstex" , searcely a bud uipou theil tret:f‘lx}u_l l)l‘lt a scan-
and missionary belonging to the body, and, ty green upon the swaid.  This is the season
as many _elders as possible from the various ; during which the Presbyte.jan portion of the
churches, will endeavor to be present.  Busi-, religivus \vgrld‘assemblcs to count its gains,
ness of very considerable importance will, from the kingdom of darkness, to overluok
come before this venerable Court, affecting, its work and make arrangemerts for another
the future wellbeing of our Church, and we, year. John Knox's ﬁmul)" is now a large
trust that they will be discussed in a spirit. and widely scattered one. ‘L'he first General
and with a purpose which shall teud to the | Assembly, consisted we think «f some ten or
future growth of our Church in these colo-, twelve ministers, now they count almost as
unies, and the promotion of the kingdom of ; many thousands. Surely there is sumething
her Divine Head. There is only one subject great and noble in this—something to warm
to which, as we are somewhat concerned, and the veriest laggard in the great race of life.
as it will doubtless he before the Synod, we  Froubles many and great will afilict our
would wish to direct its atterition. The mat- brethren in the United States at these their
ter indeed is one of explanation simply. A yearly convacations, arising from the civil
committee was appointed by the Synod to dissensions which are tearing asunder their
collec} statistics aud nave them published in, political oneness.  We perceive that the
the Record. A table was indeed forwarded nationalor radlhsé' sectional exasperation which
us with returns, and these most imperfect . has separated North and South is scarcely
ones. from only four or five congregations. : less bitter or intease in the Church than it

i
!
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ivin the State. This was almost to be ex-
pected, for it has long been a favorite argu-
ment among Southern preachers that slavery
was not only permitted but enjoired by
Seripture, in short that it was asort of divine
institution.  In the meantime, the * war” in
the States proceeds in_a manner which puz-
zies everyhody.  The President has been in-

augurated more than three montls, the whole |

South according to the newspaners, has been
hlazing like a voleano, every .cction of the
North has been sending forth: troops by thou-
sands, and yet no blow has bewn struck, wor-
1hy of the name.  Were the telegraphs which
have loaded down the papers for the last wo
months to be published ju a volume, it woukl
certainiy be the most unique the world ever
saw, and as perfect an (xemplification of per-
v in mullo as could well be desived. ™ All
we can say in the meantine is, that the State
of Virginia is occupied at many points by the
opposing partics—the North is fortifving her
lines ana the South does not seem disposed
to he aggressive.  The truth is, so far as one
way judge by appearances, the policy of the
South is to act principally, it not entirely
upon the defensive, and that of the North to
exhaust their rebellious brethren by hemming
them in on every side, cutting off their com-
munications both by land and water. And
1his perhaps is at once the wisest and the
wost humane policy they could adopt, and if
it should serve its purpose, it matters little
ahout the ridiculous attitude occujpied by a
blustering press and prople eager in pursuit
of excitement.  ‘The pluck and endwrance of
of the prople of both sections in this unhap-
py struggle needs no artificial stimulant or
spasmodlic exhibition to give them reality.
We fear there mast under any circumstances
Le fighting, and = geod deal of it, and every
friend of humanity must rejoice, if by pro-

tracting the contest both parties may be so ,

weakened that they may the more readily be
inclined to listen 10 reason.

A most lamentable catastrophe is reported
as having taken place 2t a city nrmed Men-
doza, in South America, which has been com-
pletely destroyed by an earthquake, and 8 to
15000 are represented as having perished in
the ruins.

Spain, instead of losing ground in the
West India waters appears to be making
headway—having according to the latest ac.
counts accepted the annexation of the finest
division of the large island of Hayti. Ifad
Brother Jonathan not had his hands more
than full, we question very much if he would
have quietly permitted the annexation of this
island, and indved we do not think it could
well fall into worse hands than those of Spain.

Prince Alfved has been visiting the differ-
ent West India Islands where he has of course
been enthusinstically received, and is at pre-
sent engaged in a flying tour through Nuva
Scotia, New Brunswick and Canada.

‘The British Government have published o
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1 Proclamation enjoining the strictest neutrali-
i ty upon all Briush subjects, in the civil war
. now going ouin the United States, at the
| same time recognizing the South as bedlige-
i rents, and therefore entitled to all the rights
j of legalized warfure. Though warning every
i one against joining in any expedition on either
s side, there is evidently a feeling in the coun-
try and parliament not to recognise the dic-
tum of the North that Privateering be treat-
ed as piracy, and should British subjeets be
so treated it would raise a feeling in Ingland
which it would be difficult to curb, not trom
any sympathy with the practice, but because
the Americans refused dwing the Russian
war, with not a litle arrogance of manner,
the propositions of Britain and France, that
privateering be declared contrary to the law
of nations. Itis likely they will now have
to take the consequence of their own shors
sighted and selfish policy.

Coming nearer home we have to record
some very disgraceful election riots in the
Island of Newtoundland, more particularly at
St. Johns, Harbor Grace and Harbor Main,
several lives have been lost, much property
destroyed and the assistance of the military
required to preserve the capital from being
destroyed by a mob. At Jatest accounte
peace and security had not been restored.

Turning to the continent of Europe, mat-
ters wear a most gloomy aspect.  Poland is
in an agitated and dangerous state, kept at
bay by a hundred thousund bayonets, Rome
is inas uncertain and unsettled astate as ever..
‘f'o all appearances, the end must be, that the:
Pope must leave, though we wish we were
able to say that along with this disposition
to vid themselves of a useless incubus, the:
people were inclined to part with any portion
of their hlind and debasing superstition.  So.
far as matters appear on the surface this is not
yet the case, but the time will come.

‘The French army it is said is about to be:
withdrawn from Syria, and then what res-
traint will be placed upon the Llood-thirsty
Drases we know nat,

In England there is not much of great im-
portance to note. The two great porties of
the State are almost evenly balanced in Par-
limment, but the Conservative fecling is
largely predominant in the public miud, as
evinced by the steady gains of that party.
‘The paper duty has been abolished, and we
observe also the contract has been withdrawn
from the Galway Company, leaving the Cu-
nard Company again in their glory.

In ecclesiastical mattars the “Essays and
Reviews™ have not yet ceased to be spoken
of, and the number of the Quarterly which
reviewed them has gone through the unparal-
leled numbier of five editions.

Weare willing to allow agents a commission
to_the extent of forwarding xix copies for the
price of five; ar we will send ten copies for 3
dollars.  Single copics, 3s. 1 1-2d.
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