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Mg. S. Dyer, the Bible Society’s
agent at Shanghai, China, mentions the
case ol a convert to the Christian faith
through the reading of the Scriptures

alone. Thiz wasa Mr, Wang, whe pur-
chared a New Testament and other
books. He was present at a service at

which an address was delivered by M.
Dyer, who =ay<: A remark he made
as he stood beside the reading de-k ar-
rested my attention and strucs me very
much. It was this: * Every time Tread
this Book it does my Leart good.”
Then ev-ued a conver-ation in which
Mr. Wang. in reply to a query. said
that he beeame acquainted  with the
Chri-tian doctrine by buying a copy of'a
go~pel in the ~treet at Newchwang  He
bought the hook merely to occupy his
leisure on a journey to Moukder which
he was about to make. Onthe way lLe
found the book to be more than e
“novel " which be took itto be: and
the more he read it the more interested
he becane in the contents of it. On a
subsequent occasion, ** during the cour-e
of a long interview.” writez Mr, Dwer,
“ T fouad owt that he wus well acquaint-
ed with the doctrine of Christianity—so
much o, that had I thought it wise 1
should have bad no hesitation in baptiz-
ing him. Az it was, 1 contented mysclf
in pointing out to him that it was the
daty of all who believe in Christ to n.ake
a public protession of their faith by en-
tering the Church. We engaged toget-
her in prayer —an act which seemed pot
unfamiliar to hin:.  He said he followed
literally the direction~ of our Lord, and
frequentlv engaged in secret prayer. e
bad never conversed with a foreign mis-
sionary before.”

A TRAVELLER amorg the mountains
of 4sia Minor, whe had pitched his tent
not very far frem the birth-place of the
great apostle of the Gentiles, in the pro-
vince of Cilicia, was surprised the other
dsy, as he narrates, by a poor, ignoraat
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Turkizh woman coming up to his ten
door, and a~king him if' it was reulls
true that the day of judgment waz near
* On questioning her,” he writes, *a- i
her reasous for making <uch an inquiry
I found that she had heard the villager-
especially the leading men, express the
opinion that the last days of Islamism
had come, and that the whole world i
about to be judged for its wickedue--.
“To-day,” he gues  to say, “I have hal
a long conversation with a Turkish cadi.
or judge, the drift ot whose conversation”
took the <ame direction. Theze two
persons represent the extremes of zociety
among the Turks, yet they are agredd
as to the deeadence and probable collapse
of the Turkish power. A large majority.
ot the Turks are despondent. Their
despondeney 1= rather increazed than
otherwise by sceing their Christian neigh-
bor< hopeful and increasing in prosperity.
The recent changes in the coadition of
the Christizn= in Asia Minor have been
s0 <mall that it is not easy to see on’
what grounds they are <o Lopefal; yer.
that they are hopeful and actuated by
new energy is evident to the mo-t casual
obzerver. I caw compare their present
appearance and bearing to nothing =0
well as to men who find themselves re-.
covering from certain discases—fever,
for example. A< strength recovers and
healthy blood begins to flow through the
system, we know well how such menare
stirred with new hopes and earnest de--
sires to go about their work : this iz the
precise condition of the Christian races
in thispart of the Turkish emapire.  Cen-
taries sf subjection to the anthority of the
Moslems have not utterly crushed them;
their hopes are reviving, and they are
looking in all directions to see what they
can do to prepare themselves and their
children for the new era that seems to be
drawing upon them. It is interesting
and encouraging to see how anxious men
are among the Christians to send their
sons and daughters #o the best schoools
in the country.”



THE MONTHLY RECORD,

OF THE

Church of Scotland

IN

“O0VA SCOTIA, NEW BRUNSWICK AND ADJOINING PROVINCES,

sIff Forget thee,

THE LAW AND FAITH
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“ Do we then make versd the law throngh faith’
{;;M torbid @ yei, we establish the law . —RoM. iy
The most striking peculiarity in this
passage is that it goes over a very wide
ground. The ideas contained in it ex-
tend over the whale of the sarred canon.
Covering such a wide ground it harmon-
izes the Church under both dizpensations,
for the faith of the Christian Church is
of the same nature as that of the Jewish.
The former has God manifest in the fle=h
as its ohject, the latter has God the
Father. Obedience to the moral stan-
dard is required of christians as well as
of Jews. Faith and obedience were
the two great requisites of the Jewish
Church. the same are the requisites of
the Christian Church. As the latter
bears the same relaticn to the former
that the branches do to the trunk follows
that they are both the same, and that
what is necessary for the preservation of
the one is necessary for the preservation
of the other. There is tins diference
however between the Christian and the
Jewisk Cherch, that the former realized
¢ Messiab, the latter only expected
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NUMBER V.

O Jerwsaiom, {0 my right hewd porget her cunning ' —Psaline 137,4-6

him.  The former has been cheered by
bis presence, and animated by bis divine
life. the latter has been destitute of all
these blessing-. But although there is
such a ditterence between them vet what
iz necessary for their preservation re-
mains the same. The faith of the chris-
tian mmst be of the ~ame principle as
that of Abrabam and obedicnee to the
injunctions of Clrist iz ~ubstantiallv the
same w3 ohedience to the moral law.
The Jews charged the Apostle with over
throwirg the luw, but in the passage be-
fore us he justifies himself from such a
charge. He shows that Le did not teach
ary doctrine inconsistent  with what the
other inspired penmen taught nor with
whai is taught in the Scriptures as awhole
He did not mean to overthrow God's
plan, but rather vindicated <uch doctrines
as are consisient with the whole reveal-
ed word. There are two views regard-
ing the word law in the passage before us.

(1) That it means the Old Testament.

(2) That it means law in a general
sense embracing iuec cvil, moral and
ceremonial. Whatever view we adopt
we find it favourable to the doctrine
which the Apostle windicates.

I. Ifit means the Old Testament thea
the whole thing is clear for the greater
includes the less. The Old yTestament
chiefly consists of Moses and the Propbets



68

and Christ said, *if they hear not Moses
and the prophets, neither will they be
persuaded though one rose from the
dead.” (Lauke 16: 31)  But although
thic i< uffiviently clear as far az it zaes,
yet we gee it omits & very important part
of the Ol Testament, iz the Histori-
cal Book« If we divide the ALL Tes-
tament 1nto three parts—the Pentatench
—the Historieal and the Propherieal we
find they point to the theee great affices
of our Redeemer. The Mosaie Feonomy
point~ to Ei~ otfiee as apric - the histori-
al part as a king, amd the prophetical
part as a prophet = who revealsto us the
will of God for aur salvation.”

IL If it means the law in a general
sense, then it is fully as clear

12) The morad law was binling upon
the Jewish nation. Tt was written upon
two tables ot stone.  The commandm :nts
on the first table indicated man’s duy to
God, thos¢ on the ~ccond lus dniv o his
fellow-creature. The grace rogui-ite to
their obweivance islove and. as this is the
grace which was <o mueh inculeated by
our Saviour, wr may infer that he con-
firmed the commandments

Again Chri-t1old the vonng man who
came to Lim and ahed of hitn good
Master, what ~L LT do o nnerit eternal
life 7 e wanswered, Thon hnowest the
commandments.  Morcover. Christ’s de-
claration ot the mount seenis to have
veference to the law.  Think not that [
am come to destroy the law nor the pro-
phets, T am not come to destroy but to
fulfil. For verily T say unto younill
heaven and carth pass away one jot or
one tittle shall in no wise pass frem the
law till all be fulfilled  (Matt. 5 37, 18).
All which teaches us that Clrist did not
destroy the law by any of his werds or
actions but rather fulfilled it

(3) The ceremoniul law with all its
parts was typical of Christ. The Pascal
Jamb and the manner n which it was
given up was typieal of the lamb of God
who was offered up for onr sin.. Al
the offerings pointed to him who was the
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great offering given up onece for all
Now, it may be wked when Christ died,
did he destroy the ceremonial law ?
Mosc decidedly not but fulfilled it in all
points. Tt is true it was abolished, but it
was after Chiist made a better atonement,
offered up a better suerifice—a  sacrifice
not tor the =ins of & few bat for all  his
pvnplc.

In covclusion we may :uppose that
the Apostle in vindicating the Christian
Church keeps these facts in view.  They
are the great sources from which he de-
rives his knowledze, and which enables
him to argue 2o boldly, Deriving his
information from God’s plan, and the
close perception of his revealed word he
teaches the doctrine of justification by
faith in a style peculiar to himself, but
not in contradiction to anything taught
by the other sacred writers,

Moreover he vindicates both the ¢ivil
and the moral law in setting a standard
of morality before us which iz by ne
means contradictory but in  accordance
with it. He gives an elaborate explan-
ation of the eeremonial law in his episile
to the Hebrews which serves as a key
to the Levitical Economy.

He teaches that faith is eszential to
Salvation, but he does not emancipate us
from yielding obedience to the law.  As
it was given by God Himself, and as 1t
wux a ~tandard of morality which was to
be observed forever, we are not to
suppose that it undergoes any change
whatever or that it can be made to suit
the different tastes and fancies of men.
How then does the manner in which we
regard the Jaw differ from that in which
the Jewish Chureh regarded it ?

To this question there is only one
answer that the Jewi-h Church regarded
it as the only essential to Salvation, we
put faith before it for faith includes the
law, and by faith we obtain grace to
yicld obedience to the law.

In ~hort obedience follows as a conse-
quence from faith.
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SUNDAYS EVENIYIS WITH THE
CHILDREN,

£Y TUE REV. 5. K. MACDUFE, DD,
FIRST FVENING.

In one ot St. Johw's betters he spreass
of soae who ar: ¢lled
God ™ (1 John iii. 10y, wud one o f the
prophets speaks of so e wio are * anoug
the children ” (Jer i 1),

What a glovious title ! Detter than
all that vank or wealth wa bestow,
Better 10 be able (o ook un to the great
God of heaven, and call Him =~ my Fut-
her,” than to <it on a monarch’s throne
or to wear a monarch’s erown,

Tell me—oh. tell me« how T can come
to know whether or not I can claim
such an honour as thi~? Beawiful
above all the other words of Jesus are
these, * That ye may be the chililien of
your Futher which is in heaven ™ (Mau.
v. 45).

L:t me give you one or two marks
belonging to God's redeemed family :
and may you, dear young friends, be
able to feel that they belong to you.
May you be able to say with st. John,
in another of his golden veraes, » Be-
bold what manrer of Jove the Father
bath bestowed upon us, that we shuuld
be called the sons of God” (1 John ini. 1).

The pirsT mark I would give you is
thiz: A chctd loe s his reher. How 1
have seen little boys and girls wateh for
their father’s return trom his work in the
couutry, or from his business in the
town! f[low fondly do they welcome
him at the door ; and when seated at the
fireside how joyfull; do they climb upon
his knee, and load him with their
caresses ! I have heard of a child whe
gaid, ** Father, may I sit upon your
koee in heaven ? In the hour of dan-
ger especially, how eagerly do children
cling to their father, just becawse they
know they are safe in his loving hands !
In the Zoological Gardens, in London, a
little boy is seen standing by the lion’s

sehibloen of
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o siwing. The Lo is roaring, and
Loshin g his sudes with bis wil, but the
ehild feeds nocafiaid. Why 2 Because
hiv band is fiemly locked in his father’s,
Yoo havedll heard of the younger voy-
ager i the stormy =en, who remained
calni ad tranguil whon all the others in
th s wane boat were in terror. and who,
whon asked why lie had no tear, replied,
= My fiiher’s ot the helm™  Look  at
one of vour favourite Bible pictures.
When, lung, long ago, the straage burden
of wood was Iaid on the :honlders of
Tranecand e savw Abraham at his side
carcying in his hand the fire and a knife,
no wonder he was puzzied to know what
wa~ going to happen.  But we hear his
youwz lips uttering the words, “my fot-
her ™ aed the old man called him. © my
son.” e would have no fear after that.
His “ather, he knew well, loved him, and
he loved his father.

Do you love and trust God in the
same way?  When at any time you
have been  tempted to commit sin, is
your first feeling, I have wromnged the
God and Father who is so kind to me ?”
And just as a little one who has been
naugbty toward his ecarthly parent can-
not fall asleep until that parent comes to
his pillow, and kisses the offence into for-
gettulness, o is your second fecling and
prayer this, » O my God and Father, wilt
Thou forgive me ?”

1 2o on to give you & SECOND mark,
Aclild liies i qet « letter from his father.
If your tather has gone tar away to In-
dia, or to Au-tralia, how you watcl day
after day the arrival of the post! At
last tho: Jetier is hauded in ; you see the
well-known writing, the well-known seal,
the very way, perhaps, he used to fold
his letters.  You ery out in your joy,
“ Jlere at last is a letter from father !”
How glad you are to open it! How
eagerly the little group gather round
wlhile its contents are read! How an-
xious are they to hear everything he has
to tell about that distant land—about ita
people and its lunguage and its customs
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—its mountains and valleys, and seas
and ri vers; above all, when he is likely
to be back, and when you are to see his
face again.

God, my dear children, ysur Father
in heaven, has sent all of yon sucha
Letter from “the land ihat is very far
offt” It is this precious Bible. It is
writtea with His own seal. Do you
love much to read this sacred letter,
which tells you about the true fatherland
above; about itz scenery and blessed
inhabitants ; about its holy occupations
and songs of joy; about its angels and
its redeemed multitudes ; above all, about
the Great Divine Parent, and about
Jesus the Elder Brother, what He ix
now doing for you, and when lle is to
come back once more to receive you un-
to Himself? Do you like to read in
that letter what God your Father and
Christ your Saviour wish you to do
while ycu are in thiz world? Do you
wish to follow the directions given in
the Ietter about hating «in, and fleeing
from temptation, and trying to walk so
as to please God?

A tiirp mark I would add is this:
A child Iikes to werde cletter to his rut-
fer.  If a little boy or girl be away from
home, away a far distance at school, or,
when they get older, are learning some
work, or buziness, or trade, how they
love to sit dewn at night, or in their spare
kours, and writea letter to their parents,
if they want clothes, or money, or books:
or if they are unhappy from any cause ?
Ifthey have little sorrowsin their hearts,
or little trials and difficulties in their
way. it is to their father or their mother
they tell them all.

Isit so with you? De you love to
write a letter to the Great God ? Prayer
is that letter. Prayer is the letter in
which you made known to your heaven-
ly Father all your wants and weaknesses
and trials and temptations and sorrows.

It was a beautifel and simple saying of

the New Zealander who had become a
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Christian, “T @0 to my Bible. and God
talk< to me; I shut my Bible and got
my knees, and then Tralk to God” ]
hgpe all of you know and value this mark
of God’s dear children.  You cannw
truly love your Father in heaven if you
do nut love to speak to Him by prayer
Prayer, remember, iz the breath of the
coul; you cannot live without it. As
the elock will not, cannot go, unless it be
wouad up, <o prayer is the key that winds-
up the heart. It you would get the bet
ter of naughty ways and evil tempers, i
is prayer that will do it.  Jesus says,
= And thou when thou prayest, enter in-
to thy closet, and when thou hast shu
thy door pray to thy Father in secret”
An ol writer truly =ays, “ It is there
he battle is lost or wonl”

-r R g =

CHINA AND CHINESE \WOMEN.

The Women of China, we rejoice to
know, are receiving a much larger am-
ount of attention from the Christian
Church than tormerly. Woman's iVork
Jor Woinun pleads powerfully on their
behalf.  Speaking first of the vast dis
trict over which they are scattered, it
says :—

¢ The Chincse Empire is about as large
as the whole of the United States and one
third of British America. (verthesc are
scattered a population, according to the
latest German authorities, of 450,000,000

So vast isthis number that every avail-
able toot of land is brought under culti-
vation, and everything that can be turn-
ed into food or tuel is utilized to sustain
its immense population.

The heathen civilization of China has
not developed, nor can it develope her
splendid resources. The masses of the
people are poor—poor to a degree not
dreamed of in other lands. A mason or
carpenter works for fifteen to thirty cents
aday. A farm labourer works for his
food and from ten to tweunty dollars a
yeur. A maid-of-all-work gets her food
and five or six dollars a year.
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Ig some parts of China a common
“shool-teacher does not receive over thirty
“ollars a year, and men are performmmg
aithtully the duties ot pstor to twa ar
‘ree churches for a salary of filty dollars
8 year.

A man who has anincome eqyal to one
dollar a month tor each wmember of his
family is in comfortable circumstances.
They live so cheaply, not because provi-
sions are cheap, but beeause they live so
poorly.

i'ried leaves and grass, with the dried
roots ot the grain. are common tuel.
Rice or millet, with the coarser grains,
sweet potatoes, and yams, are the neces-
saries ot life.

Wheat, meat, vegetables, and fruitare
luxuries in which the majority of the peo-
ple indulge but rarely. But what most
interests Christians in China is that the
people are heathen.

It is true they are civilized. They live
in houses. They have some n.anutac-
tures, and extensive commerce. They
have an organized system of government.
They have books mnd <chools. Never-
theless, they are heathen.  You avill find
a full description of their moral charac-
ter in the first chapter ot Romans. They
are * without God and without hepe in
the world.” They are * all their litetime
subject to bondage * through their supers-
titions, which concern every :mportant
event and interest ot their lives.

Is a new garment to be made, it must
have a seam in the back, not because the
pattern or the width of tne cloth requires
it, but for good luck to the wenrer.

Is 2 babe to go abroad fu. the first
time, a lucky day must be chosen, when

: of joy is abroad, and the god ot
on is hidden. The babe must
be wrapped in a red cloak, and the per-

n who carries it armed with a peach-
tree switeh, for evil spirits and baletul
influences alike fear red cloaks and
peach-tree switches.

Does a man seek a wife for his son, he
first consults the astrologers, who decide
under what influences and aspeets of the
stars must have been born the girl who
will bring good luck to his family.

Is a house to be built, the magicians
must select a lucky site and position for

it, and a lucky day to begin work on it,
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or misfortnne will never depart from its
inmates.

Does a man die, he must be buried in
a Incky place, or calumities will tollow
hLis descendgnts from gencration to gen-
eration.

Every villagre has its temple, and the
cities are tull ot temples. Lverybhody
visits the temples and worships theidols.
Notwithstanding their poverty, none of
them appear cmpty betore their gods.
Ot that which costs them something do
they sacrifice unte their idols, and their
offerings are always presented betore
their prayers.

TIHEY NEED THE GOSPEL.

If you should ask a Chinese woman,
¢ Have you a soul 2 she would probably
answer, ‘[ dor’t know. Deople say we
have souls. Do you know about it®

If you ask, * What becomes ot us at
death ?" she would say, < Oh, we shall go
to the temple, drink the soup ot oblivion
to make us unconscious of everything
past. and then be born into some new
state of existence.”

Or perhaps she would say, < When I
die [ <hall shut mv cyes and go away
and never know anyvthing more at all.
It I am miserable I shall not knew it, and
if I am happy [ shall not know it.?

The Chinese suppose their lot to be
fixed by an unaltceable destiny, and so
learn to hear their heavy burdens of sor-
row and suflering. toil and poverty, per-
haps wrong and oppression, with a stub-
born endurance, uurelicved by any ray
of hope in the future, or of licht trom
above. Such fatalists uare they, and so
stolid does their fatalism make those
who suffer much and long, that they can
scarcely be aroused to hope for any great
good, or to care for anything but present
reliet from the burdens of vhis life.  And
whea told of an endless life of happiness
to come, which they may have for the
secking, they will answer, *Thai is all
very well for thuse that are born to such
sood luck, but as for me, [ am born to
an evil destiny. ‘There is no good luck
in store tor me. It I can only have en-
ough to eat and wear in this liic, and
Keep trom severe paln, and well enough
to do m¥§ work, I don’t care whether I am
a fish, or a turtle, or a lubster, or a snail
hereafter.’



72

Adew are anxious abhoat the futore,
and giv themscelves dilizently to makings
merit by rewing  prayers, abstaining
trom animul food, and making pilgrim-
ages to celebrated temiples. ghat they may
attain some fu-ure good—they know not
W hat.

Parents die, an 1 their children tollow
them to the geave with adespairing wail,
—would that every Christian in the world
cou'd hear it!—* Oh, my father, my mot-
her ! I shall never, never see your lace
agam.’ A litde child dies. Itit be o
first-born, or :n only remaining ehild, its
mother wraps it in a picee ot matting, or
a buudle of ~tnaw, und sends it out into
the ficlds to be thrown where the dogs
will devour it. This she does, not be-
cause she has no wother-love in her heart,
but beeanse she suppose that in this way
only she can propitiate the unseen, cruel
power that has taken away her child, and
thus secure the life of the 1.ext that shall
be born.

A young woman is married. As soon
as the wedding testivities are over she
takes the place of a slave in the fumily.
She is to do the bidding of her husband
and his parents, all ot whom "1ve aright
to beat her it she displeases them. All
the hard. disagreeable work in the house-
hold falls to her lot. When she has
cooked the fnod, the men ot the family
eat first.  After thewn the mother and her
daughters eat. The daughter-in-law,
with ber children, may have what is left.
In poor families, meagre enough is her
share. lfer husband is not to show her
any token of affection or sympathy, tor

hat is a slight to his mother.

There is no woru in the vernacuiar 10
mArry, nor any name for wife. A man
does not marry a wilg, but * adds a daugh-
ter-in-law.” Is it any wonder that many
young wives are driven te suicide? On-
ly the Gospel has ever raised women
above slavery. O, happy wife ot true,
lonizg husband, dearer than life to him,
can you forget those Chinese daughters-
n-law ?  What have yow done that you
should be so blessed above them? Oh,
toiling or aflicted Christian, well acqu-
aintefwith the great Burden-bearer,who
always lightens your burden, or gives
us strength to bear it, bring to Him in
your prayers these that *labour, and are
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Lieavy laden,” but have never heard
blessed ipvitation, *Come unto Me
Oh, sorrowing orphii, whose parents ap
present with the Lord, where in bliss v
expeet to imeet them, did you ever thiy -
what it meant to * sorrow as those whic
have no hope ?  Remember that mousy
ful wail, 1 sball never see your fae
again,” and pity thase despairing mour.
ere.  (‘hristinn mother, whose lambs haw
Beon grathered into the upper fold, thim
ol that heathen mother sending away the
bady ot her darling to be thrown a sacri
dee to the dogs, and hear her exceeding
bitter ery, * Ch, my caild! my child! !
shall never see you- face again!" Th:
present generation :nay not bu to blame
that China 1s now hieathen, but it wiil e
to blame it Christianity is not there m:de
very extensively known.

CLAIMS OF THE CHINESE UPON TS.

China is the largest and most powerlu
of the heathen nations. Christian gov-
ernments have eompelled ber to wake
treaties with them, and thus brought her
into the sisterhood of nations. Her peo
ple are intelligent, shrewd, ingenious
patient, persistent.

The education of woman is looked up-
oni with considerable tuvour; literary
ladies are highly respected, and the lidt
of Chinese authoresses is already quite
a long one. The esteem in which edu-
cated women ar» held # encouraging to
Missionary effort among them, asitisnet
necessary to overceme prejudice as well
as ignorance.

The Chinese have given a literature to
Annam, Corea, and Japan. They have
made their way throughout all the East
Indies. Even in progressive Japun they
are taking places ot trust and emolument
out of the hands of the natives. In Am-
erica, capitalists, who are anti-Chinese
in theory, are employing Chineselabour-
ers, becavse of their patient industry.
Awmerica is Chima's nearest Christian
neighbour. Can any Christian be indit-
ferent to the spiritual wants of sucha
nation and such a peeple, and be guilt-
less ot the blood of souls? The command
is, * Go, preach !’ ‘The promise is, *All
the ends of the world shall turn uuato the
Lord’ When the promise shall hav
been fulfilled, who of us can afford te

feel that we tave not done our part j?
a
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brin,rbzing about this zlurious consumma-
tion ?”

THE MASK OF MISERY

A Chinese Bride has no voice in the
choice of her mture companion; the
groom even has little or nothing to do
with the sclectivn ot his wife, and seldom
even boeholds her tace until after the cere-
monies ot the marrivge day. ‘The proli-
minary arvanrements are all made by
the pirents, with the assistance of 1 party
called ** the go-batween,” who, in (‘iina,
is a sort of professiona] watrimonial
agant. He keeps alist o' all the eligible
young ladies, with details wnd paiticul-
ars, someswhat as a hroker in live stock
would do.  After a satistactory selection
has been mude, the ceremony ot Man-
Ming. o kind of bethrotinl by the inter-
change of presents and various religious
rites, is performed by the friend ot the
bridegroom at the houss . the bride's
father. The dowry is aiso pail to the
tather and tormal letters of propusal and
eonsent are interchanged with him.  The
blessing of the ancesturs ot both is rever-
ently sought at the ancestrd altar, and,
usually, 2 wild goose and gander are
}n'esentcd as an emblem ot conja ral fide-
ity and affection. The next ceremnny
is called Nup-Pie, and consists «f the
presencation of the wedding robe with
other presents to the bride hy the parents
of the bridegroom, iollowed by a grand
dinner at the house ot the latter. The
parties are now betrothed. The third
stage in a Chinese muarriage is Tseng
Kee, or thie selection ot a lucky day tor
the wedding. 'This being settled by an
appeal to the oracles, *he bride spends
the thirty days preceeding her marriage
in bewailing her removal from her fat-
her's honse. The night betore the wed-
ding is wholly spent i1 iameatations by
ker and her attendants. Two days are
set apart tor the bridal ceremonies. Tho
first1s for imspection of the bridal pres-
ents, which are displayed at the house of
the bridegroom. On the second day the
naptial ceremonies occur. The bridal
chair is sent by the bridegroom and is
richly adorned, and bears the emblem ot
anorange tree laden with fruit and strings
of coin, and the inevitable goose and
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gander. ‘The processimn reurns with
her, accompanied with creat porade and
pom~. Closely veiled, sh: [ave- the
chair and enters her tutire @one, led by
her youn:est brother who - cives her
away.” After several ccoconies  of
obeisance to her lowrd. respect to the
guests, worship to the ancestral tablets,
she retires to an ~icove in o bridal
chamber, where tie bridegraou reevives
her alone, and litting her veil, tor che
first time guzes upon the tace of his hrude.
She then comes torth and the bradal cere-
mony proceeds. The principil feature
ot it is the drinking by th: bride and
groom from two cups juine.l by @ ~eurist
cord, while the attendants rep - sent-
enced abont tutare peace and hoppiness.
The eeremonies over, she is 1oded with
gitts and conducted to n chuie waere she
sits tor inspection, the visito. beit £ ox-
pected to examine and praise cvery part
ot her attire and ornaments, the smail-
ness ot her feet and the heauty ot her
persoa. At seven o'clock iu the evening
a bancust is held. at which the bride
brings the principal dish from the Kitchen
with her own hands and plices it on the
tible, and assumes the place of a waiting
mard. But, alas! all this grandeur 13
atten but the msk of hidden misery.

What happiness can thare be insuch a
stranze mecaanical and heathen form?
Archdeacon Troy tells of fifteen virgins,
near Canton, who, on learniny that their
parents had affianced them, mot together
and resolvel to comuit suicide. Thev
flung themselves into the river and are
buried in what is known as ** The Vir-
ging’ Tomb.™ He alsn mentions anotuer
case which occurred in 1873, where eight
young girls who had beeu thus cagazed,
clothed iu their best attive, and at eleven
o'clock in the darkness ot the nizht, walk-
ed out to the river's side, bound together
by cords, and hurled themseives into
etarnity to avoid the ignomy and misery
ot a heartless marriage and probably a
polygamist's home.

Mrs. Baldwin, of Chin\., zives a still
sadder picture of heathen mutherhood.
« Yes,” said a poor wom in who came to
comtort her on the death ot her own babe,
1 know all about it, [ was married. and
our first child was a girl. O, how I lov-

ed it as soon as it was born. But it wag



74

a girl, and my husband said it mast die.
Ile brought « tub of water he pat it Jown
on the floer in my roon:, and then he took

babe. my iittde girl. ! begged and
eried and besought him not to drown it.
{ told him it might grow up and becorne
a wite and he could get weney for her.
But he would not hear. 1 heard the
water gurgling in her throat, T shat my
eyes and stopped my ears, but «till 1
heard, twice, thrice he pushed it down
then all was still,  *T'hen,” condnued
the poor weman, ‘*another child came,
Oh, I prayed tor a voy. I made myx ofter-
ings to tiie mother God tor a son, bat
again it was noivl: again the tud of
water was broucht. again the little one
was destroyed by i father’s hands. A
third time a lude one was given o me,
and oh, jov, it was i son, and my hus-
band was ¢o pleasced and so happy. He
was 2 seautitul boy, and lived to be so
big and then—he died, and seoun after
my husbaed died, tou, and [ ere nemly
all the time, and that is the redson why
my cyes are so sore.” Mrs. Baldwin
agked ** where ar> yvour children now 27
* Buried in the earh,” was the reply.
Ab, she has no b ope of heaveniy meet-
"3z, A dead babe in China has o Chris-
tian berial ; seldom it is even buried in
the ground. It is usuaily thrown away
into tne ficlds and forgotten, and its little
spirit feared as & tovmentor of those that
rewain, and the author of disease and
death to other children. If you ask a
Chinese woman how many chilitren she
has had, she may answer: - Three living
and five o wray.” drs. Baldwin
told this mother of the heavenly home
wicre she might go to her chijdren again.
She says the peer creature faicly ciuteh-
cd at the words 23 too good to be trae.
1 go to my children.” she said: *“dor
the teacher say thuat® These are ~ .-
forting words.”

{7irls of Christian Amerfea, with vour
bright orange .blessoms and pure free
affections, hepes and dignities ; mothers
of America, with your fair olive plants
around your tables asd your transplant-
ed ones in a better land, WHAT ARE YoU
poiXe to send these © comforting words™
to your sighing sisters in the land of
Sinim, to tear oftf this mask of empty
pageantcy from the skelcton facs of mis-
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ery, and give to woman, your sister,
- beauty for ashes, and the garments of
praise for the spirit of heaviness 7'— 7'
Gospel £ A1 Lands.
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INDUCTION OF FEV. R. BURNET.

On the tifth inst.. the Preshytery of
Pictou met irn St. Andrew’s Chareh,
Pictou, for the purpose of inducting the
Rev. I, Burnet, M. A, late of Hamilton.
Ont., to the pastord charge of 8t. And-
rew's Church, Pictov. Among those.
present were the Protestant clergy of the
town of all denominations. At 1la. m
after the uvsual preliminaries. the Rer.
James Fitzpatrick, B. A, Moderator of
Presoytery, preached alearned apd elo-
quent discourse,—whiclfwe hope to pub-|
B in nexts issue,—and put the usual|
«questions to the minister, and declarcd
nint duly inducted as minister of the con-
gregation.  The Rev. Mr. MceCunn thes
addressed the minister inducted : and the
Rev. Mr. Fruser addres<ed the people.
The following is the substance of M.
Fraser's address:

IT T were to azk wherein consists the
duty of a congregation te their minister.
it might be answered that their duty &
summarily comprehended in gring w©
church and paying the stipend regulor
Iy aad pugctually. It appears te w
thar} wever defect.ve such a reply may
koonevertheless it expresscs a very comw
mon opinien.  Especially if we add to &
the further duties of zeal usly imtorming
the minister of his shortcomings ané
mournfully confessing to him the grievou
«ins and errors of our neighbours. |
have met witha class of men of unhappy
temperament who are glad mostly whes
others are sad, who are never better
pleased than vhen they are with brokes
hearts informing the minister that <
and =0 ix going to leare the congregs
tion,” o sympathize with his regret %
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kernly that they are encouraged 1o pour
oil into his wounds by proceeding v <ay
that ~that’s not the worst of it that
there is trouble in such a ~ection—that <o
and <0 thiuks the minister gets wo much
pay- -that no one knows what is done
with all the money that is colloeted, and
so on in this amiable fashion battering
the minister with veolley after volley of
irrezpon<ible folly -o that unle~3 he were
somewhat stout of heart and patient of
spirit, he would <oon feel himself more
hart and wounded than the man who
felt among thieves journeying between
Jeru~alem and Jericho.

Ayain, there i< a elass of men who gn
1o chureh out of compliment to the miniz-
ter—if they are not in their pews, thir
absence i to be understood as an awe
wepiring token that the preacher has in-
curred their displeasure. It will be a
warning (0 him in future not to tritle with
Behemoth, Az we  contemplate
thi~ ¢lass we feel that it vould be a poor
werld without them.  Where wounld the
chureh e Pwithout these people? In
amazement we pasz on to the next elass
which consists of those wha practise
creat self-denial in accupying a pew at
all. beeau~e in listening to the sermon
they are deeply impressed with the feel-
ing that they could do it so mueh Letter
themselves, it only they had tie oppor-
tunity.  For this class we have protosnd
sympathy.

Instead however of enumerating the
varions and mixed motives which induce
men to assemble in church it may be
more profitable to direct atten.on to the
object. we have in view in  assembling
together.

Onr object and aim <hould be to en-
gage reverently and devoutly in the
worship of the great name of God. We
shoulid feel that we are as~embled not e
listen o sweet music or to hear an elo-
quent sermon only. but to hear what
message from God may be delivered to

ns, and toengage in a solemn act of
sorship—we <hould <evk to have our
conseione < awakened, our under-tand-
s intravteds and our spiritual natures
revived. And o this end we should
make due preparation for the worship of
the sanctvary. It the minister should
com: unp epared. ponle woubl notice it
and condemn it: but which of us con-
demms himeelfas he ought for appearing
in the pre-cnee of the Most High in
<olenp arts of worship— in inveking His
preserre and imploring Ilis aid  while
sur thoughts are {rivilons and vain, and
our hearts unprepared for drawing near
to Him with reverence. We <hould re-
member that in meeting together, we
~hould =eck to be spiritually impressed,
and strive to aveid everything that
might interfere with, or be repugnant to
the saend associution of the House of
Prayer. The greatness of the themes
te which our thoughts are there directed
should duly npres< us. The subjects of
ineuiry are the greatest, the most glorions
who ¢an oceapy the human mind— the
Supreme Beinz. the consumrmationof &

Goaod,  Jesus Christ the Redecmer, the
Holy Spirit the Comtorter : sin. redemp

tion. death, the tuture retribution, suchk
are the questions to which vour minds
hall be direeted when you aszemble to-
gether. Who that  approaches them
rudely and unpreparedly can expect to
protit. Divine Fuith can rarely find an
entrance into such soul<. It is true there
sucha putency in truth that sometimes
it strihes the careless and indifferent so
as toarrest the attention,and even change
the whele conrse of their lives, but such
cases are rare in comparison with the
multitude of in~tances in which to dull
eavs upintelligent or pre-occapied minds.
Wisdom litt~ up her voice in vain. He
then that would with profit engage in

the worship of the sanctusry must needs
purge hi- vi<ion with «enphrasy and
rur” in order that the divine light may
shine into his soul. Preparation then is
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Becessary as well for the hearing as far
the preaching of the Word, and to this
duty I would carnestly divect your atten-
tion. I pecd not say that to this end. it
is necessary to haplore the divine aid,
and diligently to meditate upon the doc-
trines of seripture. {t is the experience
of ministers both at hiome, and in heathen
Iameds thut people are interesied in reli-
gious trath in propertion to their intelli-
gerce,and to the knowledee they possess,
and to their experience of the power of
the Go-pel.

Again, it is vour duty to assist your
minister in organizing the dovmant ener-
gies of this congregation. A few years
ago you numbered 240 families, ineclnd-
ing town and country districts, ard I
presume sour number is not decreasing.
Now. asa divinely inspired prophet like
Moses found It an advantage to choose
able men, and make them rulers over
the peuple, it behoves you to follow his
example : and it 2 the duty of the ablest
amongst you to accept otfice for the wei-
fare ot the congregation. For I have
observed that where raen of ability refu-e
to discharge such duties, they wiil speedi-
ly find that incompetent persons with
more zeal than knowledge will thrust
themselves into offices, and assume func-
tions they are ill adapted to Jischarge.

It is your duty to take an increasing
interest in the schemes of the church.
At no time in the history of the Christian
Church hasthe subject of Christian Mis-
sions to the heathen appealed to the
church with greater interest than at the
present time. Your liberalily in this
cause would be very great if anly it were
well developed: unfortunately it does
wot appear to be well developed.  This
is owing I have no deubt to a lack of or-
ganization. Last year the congregation
contributed an average of 18 cents a

family for the Foreign Mission. Were
an opportusity given to cach family tv
contribute by sending a collector toevery
house, the average would have been five
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fuld greater.  This is u matter often
entively to the minister. The law
should interest themselves more largel
m it

Some people can see but a little war
beyond their own chureh steeple. The
sympatbies are narrow. because thei
information i> limited. If you woul
succeed in making this congregation &
active energetic one, you must endeavor
to get each family interested in the wor
of the church.  And to this end, yv
should encourage the distribution an
circulation of our Recorv especially v
rural districts.  This work is often lef
to th2 minister. It should not always b
£0.

In thiz countey the great difficult
you will meet with in earrying on vou
affiir~ as a congregation  arises fror
whut is termed euplmistically tndoid w
lisin, or as we might express it the ter
deney which lead=: every man todo tha
which iz right in his own eyes only, am
wrong in the eves of his neighbour.
In cases of this kind, you should nc
bother the minister, but let the recales
rant brother go, and iet him goin peac
Let others take onthem the burdent
Las thrown off, and say nothing about it
Ifa self important member finds that .
congregation can exist and flourish wite
out him, the discipline will do him goo

Lastly, it behooves you to remembe
that the objeet for which a congregatin
exists iz that it may grow inthe know
ledge of spiritual truth, and be edific.
therein.

Your welfire as a congregation is t
be measured not by your wealth ¢
standing in the ccmumunity, bat by tn.
measure in which your efforts contribut
to the advancement of true religion—
Jesus Christ came not to build churche
however beautiful, not to ordain & ritu
or mode of worship however interes
ing, but w establish his kingdom in &
hearts of men, and the success of there
lationship this day catered upom by yo
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il be seen not in your outward pros- James Gordon and John McLeod, Cate-
ity merely, but in altered lives, and chist, and many other worthy men of
ified hearts, in quickened consciences, deeply religious character hetook much
a deeper reverence for the word of interest inthe ceist, in the preaching of
, ju forgetfulness of self aud obed- the world. and the general welture of the
ce to the Lord cur God. You have church. Hix deuth took placed at the
1-d a spiritual teacher to instruct you age of 74 years. Of him it may with
those most profound matters which truth be said, ** The memory of the just
} occupy your attention not only now is blessed.”
throughout eternity. It is meet that
oy S
should givehim your earnest atten PALESTINE 45 11 15— The population
hus ba e we endeavored to enumer- ©f Syria is stated in cousular reporis not
a few of your duties, nothing exten- to exceed the incredibly low figure of 23
iny and settling down naught in millions in 26,000 square miles.  In the
ice,. We  heartily  congratalate country the people are p:.u-ked'm villages
upon the tie this containing 100 to o(.)O mhal‘ntants. and
formed. The cordial reception and the grounds of a village will average
unanimity of feeling with which you about ten acres per ~oul. Two thirds of
received yoir new minister augur #he peasantry are Moslem.  About 40,-
for the future. May the omen be 000 Jews are said to live in Syria, and
led. n Palestine they are found chicfly in the
inally brethren « As every man hath four sacred cities. Jerusalem, Hebren,
ived the gift, even co'minister the I‘nberlas.' and Safed, and in the coast
one to another as good stewards of (OWNS- Tle greater number are poor.
manifold grace of God."—1 Pet. 4, The richer class are merchants and
» And we beseech you brethren to traders.  The majority of the Jews are
them which labour among you, Ashkenazim, {rom Germany, Poland,
are over vou in the Lord ard ad- a_nd Russia. It is said that if fully cal-
b you, at;d to estcem them very uvatv(!, even after the_ native fashion‘
v for their work’s suke. Andbeat Talestine is capable of -upporting ten
- amone  vourselves.—1 Thess. 5. times its pregeat population. T . an-
= cient terraces so carefully built wn or
—_ hewn in the hillside= now produces rich
ITUARY.— Last month, Mr. Dancan  crops—but crops of weeds and  thistles.
an, Elder, died after a brief illness For every inhabited village ten ruined
ck Meadows. Deceased wa: well towns are found.—/Zint. Conder, R.E.
n 1 the western part of this county, -
in Colchester likewise where as
pin Eaclton congregation for many
he took an active part in church.
e last synod of our church, held at
PN Fatior oo e e TugRev.D. McKag. late of Gareloch,
f most kindly dis;cmsi?ion, and of W3S last month formally inducted to the
I life. and will be much missed Ppastoral charge of St. Columba Gaelic
b the people who loved and res- Church, Peicley. The Rev. F. R. Me-
 him o well. A native of Inver- Donald, a native of this county, acted as
hire, he came to this country wp- Moderator, and 2ddressed minister and
of sixty years ago. With the late people.

THe Rev. James Anderson, once of
Wallace, has been elected minister of
Alvie Church, Aberdeenshire.
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CITY OI GOD.

My feet are worn and weary with the
march.

’er the rough road, and up the steep
hill side,

O City of our God, I fain would see

Thy pastures green. where peaceful
waters glide.

My hands are weary toiling on,

Day after day for perishable meat;

O City of our God! fain would T rest,
I sigh to gain thy glorious mercy seat.

My garment, travel-worn, and stained

< with dust

Oft rent by br jarsand thorns, that crowd
my way,

Would fain be made, oh Lord my right-
eousness,

Spotless and white, in heaven's uneloud-
ed ray.

My eyes are weary looking at the sin,

Impety, and scorn upon the ecarth.

Oh City of our God, within thv walls,

All, all are clothed again with thy new
birth.

My heart is weary of its own deep sin.

Sinning, repenting, sinning ~till again,

‘When shall my soul thy glorious presence
teel,

And find, dear Saviour, it is tree from
stains !

Patience, poor traveller! the Saviour's
feet were worn.

The Saviour's heart and hands were weary
too,

His garments stain’d, and travel worn,
and old,

His vision blinded with a pitying dew.

Love thou the path of sorrow that he trod,

Toil on and wait in patience for the rest,

Oh City of our God, we soon shall see

Thy glorious walls, home of the loved
and blest.

" The congregation of Mclellan's
Mountain, intend having a tea-meeting
on the last week of June. Full particul-
ars will be given regarding it in good
time.

the Clawel of Scotbund.
SUPPLEMENTING FUND—1880.

Rev. W. Stuart,
Donald McPherson,
Angus Cameron,
William Melntosh,
Finlay McDonald,
Mrs. D. McGreger,

A Friend,

Widow 's Mite,

Joun McPherson,
Dan. McGregor,

W. MeDonald,

John S. Fraser,
Simon McGregeor,
Jolhn Naismith,

Dan. G. Fraser,
Donald Mc¢Pherson,
Alex'r Fraser, Ban.,
William Cameron,
William MecGillivray,
Kenneth McKenzie,
Alex'r Fraser, tailor,
Mrs. McRae,

Dunecan Fraser,
John Campbell,
Donald Fraser, -
William Fraser, Esq.,
Dan. Fraser,

Alex'r Campbell,
Andrew Fraser,
Thomas I'raser,
Alex’r McDonald, Elder,
Thomas Cameron,
Mrs. .\, Cameron,
John (‘ameron,
Finlay McDonald, D. S.,
Mrs. D. MeDonald,
Finlay McDonald. B.,

$16 00

Total  $3v
Some sections have not yet sent in th
collections.

ThHE Rev. Neil Brodie has signified
acceptance of the call given him by G
loch congregation.

TnE Rev. Mr. McCunn asked, and
tained three months leave of abse
The following appointments were
for River John during Mr. McCunn's
sence :

May 30th evening service—Mr. F

June 13th—Mr. Burnet.

July 4th—Mr. Fitzpatrick.
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THE LOSS OF A SOUL.

THEO. L. CUYLER D. D.

What does the Bible mean by the
R loss 7 of the soul? Does it mean an
Butter annihilation 7 I find no such idea
expressed on any page of Holy Writ.
But T do discover that 1t is lost to God’s
service when it is given up to <elfishness;
it is lost to holines: when it is without
God and without hope. If I see the
wreck of a gallant vessel on a beach, I
sav at once : * This ship is lost.” The
broken fragments of the timbers and the
angled mass of ~pars and cordage may
strew the strand. They are not annihi-
ated ; yet the <hip iz lost.  For the pur-
poses for which that vessel was built. for
pll beauty and usefulness, it is ruined.
o. if my soul be perverted from God’s
fervice, from parity, and from the hope
pf 11eaven, it is a ruined soul. To con-
inue in this condition through ct-rnity
pou'd be an eternal  death.”

If the owner of a garden allows it to
be overgrown with nettles and Canada
istles, he may well say that his garden
s a dead loss, When a human soul
brows  such weeds as selfishness, and

ovetousness, and pride, and unbelief,
god enmity to Christ, itis a lost soul. A

ture eonfinuance of this aondition would

Bot be Heaven it would be hell. But

that garden were cleansed of its weeds,

nd made rich with vegetables and fruits

nd frigrant with flowers, it would be

pred.  Precisely this process of rescu-

b 2 humar heart and human life fram

he worthlessness and wickedness of sin,

pd devoting it to the obedient service of
pod, is what i8 signified- Unless the

pul is thus converted, it cannot enter

he Kingdom of Heaven. King Charles

e Stout sent a messenger to Notke, &

fous abbot, to enquire how he should

ve his soul. The messenger found the

bot working in his little gardem.

fell His Majesty,” said Notke, ¢ to do

t what I am doing. Tell him that he

79

rapst pull up his vices, and begin ®
grow such graces as God requires.”
The foremost duty of every one of us
is to save our souls. To gain the whole
world would be a wretched equivalent
for the losa of a good conscience, the
favor of God, and everlasting life. The
soul must be first. It vou were a pass-
enger on a steamship, and shofild invite
the captain to come down into the cubin
and play chess with you, while a gale
was raging, he would say to you: «The
lives of all on board are a8 stake. While
my <hip i~ in danger I can’t stop to play
games.” So, my friend, when the sal-
vation of your soyl is secured, you may
think and talk about business, or invest-
ments. or social entertainments, or other
shings not vital. Until then, your real
business must be to flee from a just wrath
to come, and lay hoid on Jesus Christ.
Why stop to furnish a house, when you
have 10t thought of your soul’s eternal
dwelling-place ¥ Why insure your pro-
perty before you have insured your
soul? Why so aaxious about * good
society ™ for a few years, and yet not an
hour's serious thought about where or
with whom you shall spend eternity ?

EarLrows.—The Kirk congregation
of Earltown and some froma West Branch
River John, have hauled to the manse
the year's supply of firewood, and assist-
ed in cutting it at the door. This with
other favoursis gratefully acknowledged.

ACKNOWLEDGMENT.

RECORD.
Alex. Mclntosh, Scotsburn, $0.25
J. R. McDonald, New Gairloch, 1.00
Donald Sutherland, Caribou, 1.25
Hugh Ross, Poplar Hill, 0.25
J. Clark, o i 0.25
W. McLeed, * o 0.25



St. Lawrence Drug-Store:
St. Lawrence Hotel Bulldlng--Front Street, Pictou
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X. .J. MCKIEN ZI1E,

DRUGGIST : APCTHECARY,

KELPS fLWAYTS ON HAND A I'CLL STOCL OF

Puro British and Foreign D ugs, Clemicals, and Dyestufis, Enclish, Aw erican and Canadiag
Patunt Medicines, London White Lead, snd Colered Puints, Linsced (1!, Twipentine,
House and Carriage Varnishes Brushes, Sponces, Seaps, Pafemery.

TIMOTIIY AND CLOVER SEEDS,
GARDEN, FIELD AND FLOWER SEEDS.

PHYSICIANS' FRESCRIPTIONG cirdfiily «arjernad wirnn secwmacy and
despatca
—ALL KINDS HORSE AND CATTLE MEDICINES —

ESTABLISHED 1g28.

J. D. B, FRASER & &0N,

[mlm.alz : Refuil Bruggists,
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DEALLI'S IN BRITISH AXD FOLFEIGN DRUGS, CUI,.‘H( ALS, PATEFNT MEDIL
CINES, PERFUMLERY., SOAPS, SPICES, OILS, BYE STUFFS, ETC

RAEDEN, FIELD & FLONER SELDS,

*1\1145 McLEAN,

BOOK SELLER, BTG,

HAS ALWAYS ONHAXD

¥ <L PAPERS, WINDOW SHADES, BORDERING, ETC,, ETC,

= STATIONERY OF EVERY DESCRIPTION. _&3
SCHOOL BOOX S AXD ALL RFQUINTE SCITOOL MATFRIAL. BIBLES, TESTAMENTS,
HYMN AND PRAYER BOOKS.
— Books, ctc., IMPORTRED TO ORDER. Weekly Parcels from United (é\“ﬁ
::P Stases.  Regular Parcele from Brimin. = A

1
@pposite the Market, Water Street, Pictou. N. §



