Techmcal and Bibliographic Notes / Notes techniques et bibliographiques

The Institute has attempted to obtan the best original
copy avaitable for filming. Features of this copy which
may be bibliographically umque, which may alter any
of the images in the reproduction, or which may
sigmficantly change the usual method of filming, are
checked below.

Coloured covers/
Couverture de couleur

Covers damaged/
Couverture endommageée

Covers restored and/or laminated/
Couverture restaurée et/ou pelliculée

Cover title inissing/
Le titre de couverture manque

Coloured maps/
Cattes géographigues en couleur

ColoL.ed ink {i.e. other than blue or biack)/
Encre de couleur (i.e. autre que bleue ou noire}

Coloured plates and/or tlustrations/
Planches et/ou illustrations en couleur

D Bound with other matenal/
Reli¢ avec d'autres documents

Tight binding may cause shadows or distortion
*_J along interior margin/
La reliure serrée peut causer de 'ombre ou de la
distorsion le long de la marge interieure

D Blank leaves added during restcration may appear
within the text. Whenever possible, these have
been omitted from fiiming/
Il se peut que certames pages blanches ajoutées
lors d'une restauration apparaissent dans le texte,
mais, lorsque cela était possible, ces pages n’ont
pas eté filmées.

Additional comments:/
Commentaires supplémentaires:

This item is filmed at the reduction ratio checked below/
Ce document est filme au taux de réduction indiqué ci-dessous.

10X 14X 18X

L’Institut a microfilmé le meilleur exemplaire qu'il

lus a été possible de se procure:. Les détails de cet
exemplaire qui sont peut-&tre uniques du point de vue
bibliographique, qui peuvent modifier une image
reproduite, ou qui peuvent exiger une modification
dans la méthode normale de filmage sont indiqués
ci-dessous.

Coloured pages/
Pages de couleur

D Pages damaged/

Pages endommagées
Pages restored and/or laminated/
Pages restaurées et/ou pelliculées

. Pages discoloured, stained or foxed/
z Pages décolorées, tachetées ou piquées

E] Pages detached/

Pages détachées

D Showthrough/
Transparence

D Cuality of print varies/
Qualité inégale de I'impression

D Continuous pagination/
Pagination continue

! l Includes index(es}/
Comprend un (des) index
Title on header taken fror:/

Le titre de I'en-téte provient:

Title page of issue/
Page de titre de {a hivraison

D Caption of issue/
Titre de départ de la livraison

Masthead/
Génerique (périodiques) de la livraison

2Xx 26X 30x

12X 16X

L2
(9}
»

24X 28X




For véLume xxv.  NudBER 'iv:%?

y THE

l

!

MONTHLY RECORD, |
—OF THE— |

CHURCII OF SCOTLAND, E
—IN— i

- NOVASCOTIA,NEW BRUNSWICK %
_AND—

ADJOINING PROVINCES.

ety

on

‘3 (é/ﬁﬁ'\¢
| I }‘,;) |
APRIL, R LS .

|

!
PICTOU, N. S.: 1
PRINTED AT “THE COLONIAL STANDARD” OFFICE, |

1879. ‘ :




50
A ROYAL ORATOR.

Prince Leopold the Queen’s youngest
son, a short time ago, at a meeting hely
in London for the advancement of
University Education, made an eloquent
speech in support of that cause. Great
Britain is now well supplied with edu-
cational machinery of all kinds. Iler
great universities of Oxford and Cam-
bridge, with an annual income from their
endowment rivaling if not exceeding
that of many a colony, can bear compari-
son with the most venerable seats of
learning in the world. In his address
the prince spoke of these great schools
of learning as the means of carrying the
purest and most ennobling pleasure into
homes where perhaps little other joy
ever entered. His speech has been
highly spoken of by the English press,

Even in our own country the benefits
arising from the Colleges established
and endowed by our people and by our
fathers clearly manifest themselves,
Many of those now holding responsible
positions in the land owe their taste for
learning and literature in great measure
to the early stimulus derived from school
teachers who received their training at
these colleges. The longer we reflect
upo: the matter the more do we honour
those of our own Church as well as those
connected with other denominations who
80 liberally gave of their means for the
endewment of Dalhousie College and
similar institutions throughont this Pro-
vince. Qur young men can now at
comparatively little ¢ost secure in our
own country a university training fitting
thein to occupy the foremost positions in
tLe land. cither in the Church or in the
other learned professions. But as all
men cannot avail themselv2s of a univer-
sity education, it may be well to ask can
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any thing be done to develop and ex’
tend the love of literature in our villages,
and rural districts, That our people are
« reading people is evinced by the large
circulation  of newspapers among
us. DBut thereis a great scarcity o
standard works in our midst. Thetruth
is that such valuable books are tou expen-
sive to be within reach of most people.
A vast benefit would be conterred upon
the country at large by the establishment
of public libraries to which all could
bave access by the payment of a reason-
able fee. Our taxes are already too
heavy to have this done at the publie
expense. It is moreover by privat:en.
dowment that this work is usually accon-
plished.  Which of our wealthy men wilt
send hiz name and memory down to pos-
terity in a halo of glory by endowing a
free library, pro bono publico, eitherin
Pictou or New Glasgow ?  Such a wonu-
ment would be more enduring tha
bronze or sculptured marble. Geners
tions yet unborn would arise and bles
his memory, and his name would be co-
balmed in the fragrant remembrance of
untold generations.

The grants of the Colonial Committes
last year to the Presbytetian Church i
Canada amounted to no less than £2018,
1,4 or $10,000 of our currency. 4
large portion of this amount went towards
the support of Queen’s College Kingstos
and the Theological Hall at Halifax, and
for the aid of Student Evangelists. The
French Evangelization Board receivec
£200 Stg.  In addition to thisthe Col
onial Committee aided the Presbytery o
Pictou in connection with the Church o
Scotland to the extent of £373, and als
made a grant of £300 to the branch «
the Church of Scotland in Ontario an
Quebec, besides the grant to Britist
Columbia, amounting to £872,114
making a total for the year 1877-76d
0o less than $17,850.
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“If I farqget thee, O Jerusalem, let my right hand forqget her cunning.”—Psalm 137, 4.5.

SERMON FOR THE YOUNG

Rev. vii. 9—14.

There is one more vision of thines un-
seen I want you to think about. It was
sent to the apostle John at Patmos. It
was a vision of the happy people in
heaven, and there are three things about
them that I want you to notice.  ist.—
What they are doing there.  They have
beautiful harps in their hands, and they
are singing a beautiful song. It is call-
ed a new song, but every one of those
bappy people, except those who were too
young when they went there to learn
anything, learned to sing that song when
they were down here on earth. There
was one little girl, who is ~inging that
song in heaven now, who woernt it when
‘she was only three years old. God
taught it to her.  As she knelt down to
say her evening prayer she said, 1
thank Thee, O Jesus, that Thou was
punished instead of ine.”  She eould not
even speak plainly, but God had pat the
new song in her heart, ana this was how
she sang it with her lips. You see it
does not need a fine voice or a correet
ear o sing that sorg, only a loving,
thankful heart. It was just the same
song the happy people up in heaven
sing, only the words were a little differ-
-ot.  Lhere was a little boy who learn-

ed this song when he was very weak
and ill.

A gentleman once visited a  gipsy
camp, hopm"r to have an opportumty to
gpeak about Jesus to those who knew
very litde of Him. Ile found mog of
the gipsies absent, und those who were at
home did not seem to care to listen todhis
message, and he was going away discour-
aged, when a man said, *There’s a lad
in there, very bad.  You can see him 1f
you want.”  The gentleman went into
the tent, and found a boy of about twelve
in the last stage of fever. 1lis eyes
were closed. and he seemed unconscious
of all around him. The gentleman bent
over the heaps of rags, on " which the boy
was lying, and repeated the verse, “God
so loved the world that He gave His
ouly begotten-son. that whosoever be-
licveth on Him should not perish but
have everlasting life.” The child took
no notice, again he said the verse, with
the same result. Cver and over he re-
peated his message, and at the twelfth
time tle boy turned, opened his eyes,
and said, * Did He ? and 1 never thank-
ed Him for it, but then no one ever told
me.”  And he was not content till the
gentleman knelt by his side, and thank-
ed God for His unspeakable gift. The
next time the gentleman visited the
camp, the boy was thanking God in
beaven ; but he found many who knew
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the child anxious to hear the message
that had made the boy so happy. Have
you ever thanked God for sending Jesns
to die for you? I do not mean with
your lips only ; but have you ever felt
very glad in your heart about it? If not,
you Lave not yet begun to learn the song
that is sung in heaven.
like to learn it, Jesus will teach it to you
by His Spirit. no one else cun; and
then you will have begun to get ready
for the home above.

Another thing I notice about the peo-
ple in heaven is their clothes.  They
have all white robes. I think that means
that their hearts were pure and  wlhite,
like it says in the psalm, ¢ Who shall
ascend into Thy holy hill?” And the
answer i, * e that hath clean hands
and a pure heart.”  The hearts of those
happy people were not always ciean.
Once they were black and stained with
sin, but they wuashed their robes and
made them white in the blool of the
Lamb. Their robes were washed down
here on eart™, before they were ready to
go to heaven. It is sin that makes our
hearts black. A little boy had a very
bad temper, and his father wanted to
help him to overcome it, and the first
thing towards that was to make him feel
how strong his fault was. So he gave
his son a bammer and nails, and told him
to knock a nail into the wall whenever
he got angry.  Very soon the hoy eame
to his father, and led him into his room,
and with ‘much shame and sorrow =how-
ed him his wall all covered with nails.
Now the child was in earnest in wishing
to overcome his bad t-mper; but he had
hard work. His father advised him each
time that he got a victory over his tem-
per. tu pull out cne of ti e nails. It was
a long bus'ness, but at last it wasaccom-
plished, and the boy again led his father
into h s room. His father began to con-
gratulate him, but the boy stopped him,
with a sad face and the words, “ But,
father, the marks are left.” Yes, each
sin leaves a black mark on our hearts

If you would *
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and befure we can enter heaven our
hearts must be wushed white ; but Jesus
can do this for us. Let us ask Him, and
say, * Wash me, and I shall be whiter
than snow ;” and then He will say to ns,
“Though your sins be as scarlet they
shall be white a8 wocl.”

One thing more I notice in our text,
“ W hat is it those singers are holding in
their hands?  Palm branches; those are
a sign cof victory. You kiow what
must come before & victory—a battle,
There is abattle which we all must fight
if we ever want to wave the palm  bran-
ches, the sign of victory. We have to
fight with our great enemy the devil,
who is like a roarirg lion : but though
he is like a lion in =ome things, he is not
inothers,  Ifeven a litile child will re-
sist him, the devil will flee away.  Why
is thi?  Because he knows that that
little child is not alone, but that the
Captain of our army, who has Himself
fought and conquered Satan. is with the
youngest and weakest ot His soldiers,
who is trying to fight for Ilim. Then
we lave to firht with ourseaves. We
must not always do the things we want
to do. If we want to be good soldiers of
Jesus Christ, we must give up our own
wishes, and tvy to please not ourselves
but our Captain.  How we like to read
of our Englizh <oldiers and the wonder-
ful Balaelava charge!  They had hard
work to doyand they did it, though their
leader had made a mistake.  But our
Captain never makes mistakes, He never
gives us anything to do which is too
hard for us; and one day He will cay
to each carnest little soldier, « Well dore,
good and faithful servant. enter thou inte
the joy of thy Lord.”— Sunday Magazine

" CHINA MISSION.

The following is an extract from a
letter from Mr. Cockburn—describing a
visit made by him to a Chinese village
in the neighborhood of Hankow— which
it is hoped will be found interesting to
the readers of the RECORD : —
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1IANKOW, 28th Oct., 1878.
Along with the Rev. Mr. John of Han-
kow, and Mr. Wilson ot the National
Bible Society, I have had a most interest-
ing trip to the country.  Ou Wednesday,
16th October, we lett [Tankow in o boat
for the city Shau-gan, some forty miles
north of Hankow. The great object was
to visit s village o little way past Shau-
a1, where the people were reported to
ave cast away all their idols, in conse-
grence of a visit ot a native of the village
w 10 had become a Christian in Hankow
in conncction with the London Bible
Mission. .
Wednesday was cold and rainy: and
as we had a strong head-wind, we had
pot gone far trom (lankow when we had
t stop tor the uvight. Thursday was
merely a repetition of Wednesday. The
whole country was flooded, with the
farinhouses and hamlets built upon
monnds appeiring 48 so many islets.
Ja this island archipelago we had to make
what speed we could against the wind
by rowing and poling. Usually there
was a windinz creck through the plain,
and the boatmen walk on the bank and
draz the boat along. Friday was no
better than Thursday, but in the afternoon
we passed Shau.gan, and telt encourag-
ed. We did not lund, but pushed on,
intendir.g to spend any spare time on
our way back. After breakfast on Satur-
dsy we came to our journey’s end, and
ot vut of the boat to walk three miles to
ﬁ:c village. Near the river there was a
retty large village. We passed along
e street, and at the far end Mr. John,
and Shew the native preacher, who came
with us, spoke for some time to the
erowd which collected. After this we
started through the rain, and made the
best of our way to the village which had
forsaken idolatry. When we arrived we
were 1nvited into a house—a mud cottage
of tae most primitive description, and
yet in point of cleanliness and comfort it
would compare with some in the north
isies of Scotland. Immediately the peo-
ple commenced dropping in. All avail-
thle seits were svon ocecupied, and ere
fong there was barely standing room mn
hesmall apartment. The aydience was
Mostly males, and included - childsen in
W4ms, and the pattiarch of the village,
more than eighty years of age. Alter
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some talk, Mr. John discovered that
things were exactly as represented.
The people had lost all faith in idols—
alt idolatrons symbols were remuved
from the house we were in—but they
knew almost nothing of the truth.  When
questioned about the movement that had
taken place, they said they know what
*Lin" was before he became a Chris-
tian, and they saw what he was when he
came back to visit them. Speaking of
the change, they used the 1emarkable
expression, * Lin is & new man.” Both
Mr. John and Shew the native preacher,
exhorted them, and tried to impart the
rudiments of the truth. They listoned
with attention, and comprehended some-
thing ot what was said. There can be
little question but that a real work has
been begun and will continue; but it is
a mist.ike to suppose that the heathen,
even vhen seeking the light, ean at once
embrac * the truth and rejoice in it when
it is presented to them.

I may tell you how Lin was converted.
One day, after preaching in the chapel,
Mr. John was talking in the vestry to
some people about what he had been
saying. A man entered and said [
want to speak a word with you, foreign
teacher.” On being asked what he had
to say, he replied, *“that he heard it
stated that Jesus saved from sin—was it
true? Well, can Jesus save me?  Mr.
John asked him what sins he bad got.
He named several, and after some talk
Mr, John prayed with and gave him an
invitation to attend the chapel services.
In due time the man was rececived into
the church, and this present movement
in his native village is a testimony to his
life as a Christian man.

All the timie we stayed at the village
the good man ut the house was troubled
about getﬁng food ready for us; bat hé
was told we had a servant at the boay
preparing dinner. When we returned,
some of them accompanied us, to gt
books fo take back to the village; and
we discovered that as we had not staybd
to dinner, they had sent & present of twb
fowls, two pigeons, snd a“few eggs. '

We imwediatily started in th
directiori of Shau-gan, and arrived the
before dark, but not in time € po ashorsy
that day. The native prégcher, however,
went ashore to some rel in the ofty,
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and returned in the morning in company
with a man who knew something ot
Christiamty, and was favourably dis-
posed.  On Sunday morning Mr. John
went into the city to preach for two
hours before daybreak, and returned to
breakfast. Then we all went to the city
together, and took some books with us
Rain poured down all the time, but sowe
work was done; and betore returninge to
the boat, Mr. Jolm and Shew prc:u%od
to a4 large congregation in the porch ot
the temple of the (‘hinese Vulean. The
people were much quieter than they had
ever been before, and Shew says it is the
first time he has ever been in Shau-gan
without beiag upbraided on account” of
his religion. On Sunday ecvening we
got & few miles down the river, and
early on Monday arrived at a small
market-town a few milesdistant from a
village which is Christian, and where
there is a preacher supported entirely by
native contributions. It was Mr. John's
intention to have spent Sunday with
these Christians; but it was ordered
otherwise. Althcugh the rain was fall-
ing heavily, we all started for the Chris-
tian vil'age—not an easy undertaking,
considering the want of roads and the
abundance of mud. When we arrived,
about thirty men collected in a short
time in one of the houses, and Lad a little
meeting. No woman could come out,
and muny of the men were from home
or engaged. Their meeting together
was  spontaneous, and will compare
favourably with .nything ot the kind at
home. I was much strack by the hones-
ty and warmth of their religion; but the
Chinese do not allow their feelings to
carry them away, and are fuar enocugh
from fanaticism. They are pre-viuinently
the people of decency and order. The
movement here has heen most interest-
ing and satisfactory. The latter fact
may be accounted for because n ae of
the Christians have in one way or another
got fureign rice or money. There is
great need of a little chapel being built,
with a room attached, where a mission-
ary from Hackow might iive for a few
days. The norning after he arrived
home, nir. John received a cheque for
£50 for this very purpose, which is far
more thau is required.

It has been decided to send Shew to
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the village which has renounc ed idolatry,
for a month. He starts to-da v, By that
time Mr. John will go back to see
what has been done, and spend a short
time with the people. What | have been
permitted to see has borne me up great-

ly.

ON MISSIONS IN CHINA.

In opening the Conlerence held in
Loudon, Lord Polwarth spcke of the
vast extent and popuiation of China—
‘a country which contains something
like 360,000,000 —¢ an empire vast in
its extent of 5,000,000 square miles.”
‘I'his country and population are at
length opened up to missionary euter-

rise. ** [t is pussible to enter in there.

t is possible to go into that great har-
vest-field and reap. It is possible to go
to these millions of China and well them
the glad tidings of great glory. It is
possible to go to them in their heathen-
dom and darkuess, and teli them of a
Saviour who can save them. It is pos-
sible to go to the famishing millions ot
China, and tell them of the Bread of
Life, ot which, it a man eat, he shall
live for ever. Who can think ot the fact
that it is possible to reach these millions,
without having an intense desire to be
in some way or other a messenger, or Lo
send forth a messenger of the good news
ot Divine grace to them?”

The Rev. Mr. Hudson Taylor, editor
of « China’s Millions,” spoke specially
ot the size of China and its population.
THE CHINESE ARE A PEOPLE FULL OF VIGOR

They are a pcople of great mental
power, whose influence wil{ be far mcre
widely felt than it has bitherto been.
They are spreading abroad now. They
are colonising all the great islands of the
Eastern Archipelago. They have cross
ed the Pacific, and in great numbers.
They are to be tound in San Fraucisco;
and it is no small difliculty to the Ameri-
can Government to know how to deal
with these earnest, and industrious, and
laborious, and frugal colonists who lave
come in such numbers amongst them.
They are going southward, and in New
Guinea and Australia thay are to be found
in great numbers. ‘They are going
weztwards. We shall feel their influence
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in Europe in a way that we have not
done hitherto. We shall not bo able to
look down upon Chins-—to tread upon it
ud to despise it--as we have done in the
past, for the Chinese are becoming a
very influertial people. And how im-
portant it is that the Christinn Church
should rise to its mission, and seek now,
while there is opportunity, to influence
them at home for God and for Chris., so
aat their influence mav be wade a hope-
ful and not an evil influence wherever
they go !

Dr. Maxwell of the English Presby-
terian Chureh, Formosa, spoke of the
cppertunities now given to missionaries
te preelaim the Gospel.

OPPORTUNTTIEN FOR EVANGELISTIC WORK.

In the year 1847 a large number of
missionaries proceeded from this and
other countries to China—perhaps more
in that year than in most others. After
the conclusion of the Treaty of Hong-
kong in 1842, and the subsequent pro-
damation of religiovs treedom to the
Ruman Catholic and Protestant converts
of China, the Churches in this country
ad got the impression that all China was
then opened to the Gospel. This was
undoubtedly a mistake, for the imperial
edicts-—the very edicts which followed
e Treaty—distinetly debarred a foreign
issionary from entering into the interi-
r and preaching the Gospel there.
owever it was a happy mistake. It
lled with missionaries those places

hich were already opened, and it show-
what was quite as important—it show-
that the Church of Christ was eager,
ameasure at least, to take fuller pos-
ionof the land. And just as in the

of Morrison and his;j colleagues,
r waiting tor thirty-five years, the
rd crowned their faith and their pray-
¢ with His blessing in the opening up
those five ports which were opened in

; f0 the further labours of the Church
Christ in a still wider field in China
ere crowned with the divine blessing
the Treaty of Tien-tsin i 1860, whick

icaliy opened all China to the Gos-

55

From the Pres. Record.

Duar  Brertnery.—The  crying
Need of this island at present is another
Missionary. [ thonl: (Juwd with oll my
heart for the success that attended our
labors these six years on this dark Is-
land, and considering the debased and
savage otate of the people, and the com-
parative insignificance of the human
ageney at work  during that time, the
sueeess has not been small, nor unimpor-
tan..  Bui while we know that a very
great improvement has taken place, and
visitors netice the ehange, still the work,
to a large extent, has been preparatory
in its nature and necessarily superficial.
And how can it be anything but pre-
paratory and superficial when for the
last six and a half years the whole burden
of the work has come upon the shoul-
ders of one fecble missionary!  The
island is about 95 miles in circumference
and its inhabitants are very much scat-
tered. Stretehes of bare country and
miles of coral coast over which we must
pass have no population at all, but still
take time and waste strength.  We have
always a fine boat,’iis true, and there is
perhaps no island of equal size in the
New Hebrides which is more easily
worked with a boat than Eromanga,
as there are so many .ivers, or large
streams of water where we can run
in and anchor for the night or in stress
of weather, but then, very many dis-
tricts must be visited overland and to
overtake all of these isno small labour.
The visits must be frequent or the
work will soffer. A thousand petty
dispute - have to be quieted,--the sick and
dying to look after, books to prepare and
distribute, chief’s childish whimsto be
smoothed down, and every man who
goes out as a teacher instructed by the
one missionary.

I have had also to build and keep up
two missior: stations, (at Dillon’s Bay)
owiag to hurricanes, floods and tidal.
waves, and natural decay, (which is ex.
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tremely ra
amount of L
much cut up, «

), causing an immense
ur. With ourtime =0
sidering the material
upno which we rate—in the first
instance—the exte. . of the fiexd, the
feebleness of native character, the hasty
and imperfoct training seme of our teach-
ers received when we _wished tolay hold
of some district, which, if not occupied at
once might be closed against us for many
a day to come, the faithfulness of some of
our teachers, the incapacity of several, and
the natural indolence of all—teachers
and scholars.  With all these taken into
consideration, could any man expect that
our work could be anything else than
preparatory and superficial ? But abe-
ginning has been made, and we greatly
need another missionary to manage and
carry forward the work. If one cannot
be got, or [if the Chuch will not
any more consider dark Kromanga. I
fear after the “ first love” of the natives
bas lost its freshness, that anless God
ghame and confound us by convert-
ting this people without us,zhe work
twill go back. I will not deny that any
missionary coming to labour, say in
Portinia or Cook’s Bay, will have to meet
with difficulties and many hindrances in
his work. Such he must expect and so
longasthe heart remains unchanged these
chings will continue. He will be amazed
to find matters very different from what
he had expected, wonderwhy the mission-
ariesdid not explain the true state of things,
which I suppose will never be done to
satisfaction, seeing it can not, as each man
forms his own opinion after he has seen
with'his own eyes the field and hasbecome
gdiéwhat acquainted with the people.
e wilt find the natives great liars, If

a false statement seems to answer their
present purpose they will not hesitate to
ell alie. 'He willfind them d&irty in
body and mind.  He will find'them lazy.
will' find ' them cuhning, detectful
reacherous, maliclous, fudl of envy, crael,
dtigrateful, passionate, obstinate and
fickle. Bat he will'nieet with'some very
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interesting people, and he will zoon be.
gin tosee what 8 power the Go-pel will
have over them. e will sce the very
faces of men change after they begin to
“ take the Word,” and he «ill by and by
find that many of his young men will
ri<k their own lives should it be required,
10 protect him. Hewill havea large
ficld and many waiting for the Word
that he will proclaim to them, He will
be in a tand of plenty so far as yams and
taro constitute plenty; he will come to
like many of the people und with aond
manegement he will generally carry his
point againat all odds,

The natives will gather about the mis.
sionary and his wife, (for I do not think
any missionary should come to thes
islands unmarried), and be daily learning,
some useful knowledge andhe will find
them generally very cheerful and happy.
in their own way. But above =l he
will feel as he cannot at home, the realiy
of the work. Actually, God’s servanis
are engaged in person in a heathen fiell
(no dream) fighting daily the  battles of
the Lord against the powers of dark-
ness.

The Lord will be very near him. His
promises will give alively hope. The
Mighty God of Jacob will be his strong-
hold and he will be abie to think lightly
of ingratitude and selfishness on the pan
of the natives when he remembered his
main ohject—the glory of Gud.

And o you brethern of the Maritime
Provinces do 1 look for a fellow-labour:
er. All that hasever been done for this
Island has been done by your agenit
Our church may well be proud of tht
Gordons and McNair. Noble mission;
gries! To you Eromanga can nevey
cever lose its interest. What
baitles for earth’s glory compared wi
the battle fought by the Gordons
McNair here under the banoer of
Lords of Hosts? '

And how these earthly laurels, whi
braé warkiops have 'won in yictor
achieved for their king and ‘country, pd
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before the starry crown which awaits
those heroic men who braving every
danger, and facing beings more like
devils than men, bore aloft the standard
ot the crosa until they were murdered by
favage men tor whose eternal happiness
they laboured. 1 cometimes fear our
dear friends are turning away from the
New Hebrides, but you will not surely
give upthe swtions you now oceupy
here. You willnot give up Eromanga?
I think the success at  Anelgaubat.
Erakor and Eromanga is encouraging,
Donor forget us when you are devising
liberal plans, for your other mission
fields. DBut if no one comes from your
church for Eromanga, onc thing £ will
count upon, your prayers. Brethern
pray for us.
HHUGH A .ROBERTSONXN.

THE SHORTER CATECHISM.
Dea - Eptron.—I wasmuch pleased
with your remarks on the Shorter Ca-
' techis a in the Feb. No. of the Recoxn.
'Tis not only true that children will not
have the Catechizm if their parents or
geardians won't give them “the ques-
tions,” but also that much evil, in many
forms, has resulted from the negleet, in
our day, of giving the shorter Catechisn.
1st. It isone of the best compends of
Seripture doctrine that we possess; to
neglect the teaching of it to our children
will leave them in comparative ignor-
asce of the doctrines that will make
them “ wise unto salvation,” and help
them in the discharge of Christian duty-
2nd.  Parents or guardians who ne-
glect this doty, are guilty of a great evil,
inasmuch a: they neglect to furnish
‘children, entrusted to their care, with
the necessary armour against the many
—-ilants of Christianity that must sure-
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Iy meet them in the short journey of
life.

3rd. Parents or guardians who ne-
glect this duty  have oft the painfulness
of hearing that their children becomse
seeptics, infidels, or the victima of soul-
destroying doctrines '—What other har-
vest need they expect, if they fail or ne-
glect to teach them bible doctrine, and
the church polity with which they are
connected, than that they readily adogt
other creeds and other seets?

4th.  When the Shorter Catechism
was taught in the famiiy and school
parents werc morc honored, teachers
better obzyed, ministers of the gospel
more respectfully treated, and the aged
received more of the reverence due to
riper yeara, .

5. The family, the School, the com-
raunity, the public at large, will honeﬁt
by a speedy return to the good old habits
of “ giving the questions” until every
child becomes familiar with them, and be
abie to repeat them whencver ea
upon; and by a kunowledge of them,
when in foreign lands give a reason for
the hope that is in them.

Parents are oft ashamed to speak to
or with their children of the things that
pertain to godliness! Why should they
be ashamed to do for their children what
they solemnly vowed to do? Parent, is
not this the secret of you dlﬁide‘ and
shame, that your children know that
that your own life and Conversation is a
continual contradiction of what you oc-
casiopally urge upon them as a Juty—
Example first then precept.

MQ
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" The futher of Dr Ll\ ingstone, the
famous African Explorer, being on his
death-bed called his children about him,
and as his dying counsel urged them to
be honest ; for said he * so far as 1 am ac-
quainted with the history of my fore-
fathers they were all honest 1aen.  The
po?t too has said—

“ A wit’s a feather and a chief’sa rol.
An lonest man i3 the noblest work of
God.”  Honesty has amongst all civiliz-
ed races been considerel an admirable
virtue. And well it may for it 15 a rare
one.” Clearly it is not natural to man.
Savages are generally speakimng dishonest
and treacherous. And it is not without
effort that even civilized men can act up
to the requicemcnts of strict integrity.
If we are to credit the reports in the
newspapers there must be a very flood
of dishonesty pouring t.rough the com-
mercial world. The hard times are
bringing the doings of rogues to light und
mnﬁnw men of weak prmmple to turn
rogues. In conversation with a mer-
chant the other day he remarked, “a
man will now-a-days 2010 jail, and swear
out for a dollar.” There 13" no doubt too
that the law of Insolvency encourages
evil disposed men to esca,e from the
payment of their just debts by fraud. In
this way many an honourable merchant
bas been brought to financial ruin,through
no fault of his own, except perhaps un-
due cqmfidence in his fellow-men.

Ex®&sive striving after riches often
leads to acts of doubtful probity. The
desire to keep up appearances is like-
wise, a strong inceptive to fraud. Living
beyond one’s means or as the Indian
proverb says, ¢ carrymg too much bush
for a small canoe,” vsually endsin a lapse
from the paths of honour. But perhay s
one of the most fiuitful causes of this
evil -vises from the want of thrift.
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“ Waste not want not” is a good proverb.
Some people waste and destroy what
others would grow rich upon. Waste-
fulness leads to poverty, and very often
poverty leads to moral weakness, a man
who is in a great strait fer money will
borrow it wherever he can get it. He
will often promise to pay .. in so many
months knowing that he has neither the
ability nor the inclination to do so. 1f
there was less laziness and more  thrift
amonzst such folk it would be better for
themselves as well as for others.

Another source of this evil is the
want of proper management,—buying
articles which are not required, or which
could be done without. It iz wonderful
how much a man can do without when
he tries.  Honest frugal economy 13 no
disgrace to any family. Many people
would have fewer temptations if they at-
tended less to the business of their neigh-
bours and more to their own ; and their
neighbours would like them all the
better. It is frequently caid that men
are not so honest to-day as their fathers
were before them. Whether this is soor
not it is clear that there are more tempt-
ations to lead men astray than in the days
of our fathers. Against this great ariny
of temptations it 1s our duty to guard.
We hear much about our politicians
bribing men at election times with bank
notes, road commissions, rum, anu little
post-offices, and no doubt there is some
foundation for the complaint. But if
electors were all men of high principle,
exercising their electoral rights in the
fear of God, and eschewing greed, can-
didates for political honours would not
be tempted to such base ccurses.

It is a wholesome sign of the times
that there is a general outcry in the
world against dishonesty. Men see
more clearly the result of it when times
are hard. The press is speaking out
with no uncertain sound. The pulpit
likewise is beginning to waken up. The
public is beginning to ask for a religion
that will make men keep the command-
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ments.  Old fashioned preaching is com-
ing into demand. People scarcely know
in whom to put coufidence; and society
in sheer self-defence is crying out for a
return to a sounder morality. Lying
and cheating are seen to be not only
wicked but extremely inconvenient.

Even those who have chesen dishon-
est paths are finding this out to their
cost, by their exposure and punishment
The price they have naid for their ap-
parent success is found tobe too great.
Speaking on this subject the Rev. F. W,
Robertson has said.

“The religious tradesman complains
that his honesty is a hindrance to his

success ; that the tide of custom pours ‘-
tothe doors of his less serupulous neigh-
bours in the same street while he him-
self waits for heurs iale. My brother,
do you think that God is goin« to reward
honour, integrity bighmindedness, with
this world’s coin? Do you fancy that
He will pay spiritual excellence with
plenty of custom? Now consider the
price that man has paid for his success.
Perhaps mental degradation and inward
dishonour. Hix advertisements are all
deceptive; his treatment of  his
workmen tyrannical; his cheap prices
made possible by inferior articles. Sow
that man’s seed, and you will reap that
man’s harvest. Cheast, lie, advertise, be
unscrupulous in your assertions, custom
will come to you. But if the price is too
dear, let him have his harvest and take
jours. Yoursis a clear conscience, a
pure mind, rectitude within and without.
Will you part with that for his? “Then
vby do you complain? He has
paid ke price ; you do not choose to pay
iL')

It is fervently to be hoped that the
wre misery and deep distress through
which the civilized nations of the earth
e now passing will not be in vain—

| that it will be the means of bringing
men back to a sounder morality, and
ause them to walk inilie paths of recti-
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The way of safety lies in self-exami-
nation—in amending what i3 wrong ia
our condnct—in earnest seeking for new
% and strength from our Father im
Heaven. Light will come out of the
present darkness, and the power of truth
be extended, if instead of giving way to
recklessness or despair men are led to
cry with earnestness and sincerity,
* Search me O God, and know my
heart; try me and know my thoughts;
and see if there be any wicked way im
me, and lead me in the way of life ever-
lasting.

OUR FOREIGN MISSION.

As the annual collection for this im-
portant scheme is appointed to be made
next month, we bez to draw the atten-
tion of our readers to the duty of con-
tributing liberally towards it. By re-
ferring to the amounts given by each
congregation as printed in our last issue
it will be seen at once that our interest
in this scheme is not increasing as it cer
tainly should be. This may be and
probably is owing to the fact that we
have no foreign missionary in the field,
directly connected with our own Pros-
bytery. During the iast three years
our contributions were paid, one half
to Mr. Robertson in Erromanga for
the support of native catechists, and
the other balf to Mr. Fraser Campbel}
for a similar purpose in India. These
gentlemen are natives of this Provincs
and personally known to wany of our
readers. It is -urely better to have
sent them the sm:'!sum coijected lagt
year than to bave done nothing at ‘all
If we had a missionary of our owr ne
doubt he would receive our entire con-
tribution. But until we secure such a
missionary we cannot’ do better tlam
send our belp to the gentlemen above
mentioned who are personally known
us, and in whom tha church in genetal
has confidence.
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It is proper to ask in what way can
we help to increace our liberality in sup-
port of this scheme. Our lack of inter-
est in it is largely owing to our ignorance
of the yreat work which is being accom-
plished by christian missionaries in the
world of heathendom. Our imagination
is 100 inactive to enable us to form any
)u\l conception of the millions of Asia
and Africa who have never heard the
“glad tidings,”—millions of men and
wonien possessed of the same nature as
ourselves, capable of the same improve-
ment as ourselves, lubouring under the
same moral burden with ourselves, and
dying without the support of religion, in
utter darkress. If we read more atten-
tively the lives and letters of missionar-
ier and considered the marvellon< labours
of many of them, their many disappoint-
ments and likewise the great suceess of
many of them we could noi tail in being
moved with keen interest, and lnely
symp'uh y-

It is cometimes aid however that we
bave enough to do in dealing with those
at home who are practically heathens.

Experience has however abundantly
shown that the church bas always pros-
pered at home in proportion to its active
mterest in the foreign ficld, and more-
over we are surcly not to overlook the
dlear commands of scripture, “ Go ye in-
to all pations making disciples of them.”
'To the support of this scheme then we
are called by a two-fold summons ; by
the fact that it is our duty to support it,
and secondly that in so doing we give

expression to the requxremenhs of a
ehiristian grace, “ It is more blessed to
give than to receive.” The Apostle Paul
i writing to the Corinthians (Ep. viii.
17) says. “ See thatye abound in this

also. . . . Forye know the

e of our Lord Jesus Christ that b

h He was rich, yet for your sakes, G

e became pgor, ;Pat ye through Hls
yoverty “might be rich.™

It is the daty of ministers to faithfolly
draw the attention of congregations to this
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scheme—urging itsimportance upon their
attention. It is the duty of our people to
set apart of their means for this parpose:
and should the day appointed for this col
lection turn out stormy then by all nens
let another day be nowinated as svip
afterwards as convenient. It may e
that some ministers think that progle
dislike being asked to contribute. Th il
a delusion.  Our people are willing to be
asked.and willing to give likewise wleg
interested in the object of the collectivn.
Animportant matter is to secure so.ne-
thing from every member of the ¢
gregation. ‘Twenty-five cents a funiiy
would double if not quadruple the amoun
contributed last year.

NOTES OF THE MONTH.

The weather in Scotland has been un-
usually severe. For more than cigi
weeks the snow lay heavy on the ground
in Sutherlandshire and nexvhborm«r g paris.
Many sheep died thwut’h hunm,r Foud
was carried in cars ulnnw the lines o
railway, as faras possxble and fed to the
starving flocks. The deer likewise re-
quired “to be fed. Many ot them 1t s
said came down to the corn stachs b
look for food. The grouse died by the
dozen from the cold and starvation
Crows forsook their usual hauuts and for
aged around the tarmer’s houses.

“In Britain generally the position of thy
farmer i3 not satisfictory. Prices sm
kept at a low figure by the fact that food
of nearly all kinds is now brought by
railway and fast steamers from all pan
of the world. The Earl of Beaconsfie
remitted ten per cent of the rent to hi
tenantry, and there seems to be a get
eral lowering of rents altround. Owin
to the fzeneral depression there is eve
probability that the stream of emigratu!
to the colonies will be largely increasst

Dr. Blaikie professor ot Gieek in Edi

qﬂ: University and other friends ofth

c language have succeeded in rait
ing twelve thousand pounds to form
endowment fund to su &gort a profess
of the Gaelic 1angaage i Edinbargh U
versity. While professora and lea
scholars in Europe are trying to m




e grammar acd literature of tbis an-
dent language, a good many of our
pople who ought to be able to speak it
woll are forgetting it as fast as they can.
The committee on the Sustentation
fd of the Free Churel report that ow-
g o the hard thues there is a deficit of
wards of three thousand pounds.
In the North of Scotland where the
at majority of the people joined the
ree Church, at the disruption there is
w @ considerable number returning to
ie Established Church. We are justi-
el in sayiug a considerable number if
emay judge by the angry words hurl-
after them by their friends who re-
ain bebind.  They are called by such
ames as Ignorance, Faint heart and such
ke, tuken from the repertory of good
ld Bunyan who used them for a better
urpose. It is said that the hard times
s ilie great cause of this somewhat sud-
i popularity  of Established Church
principles, and that those who go over ov
use the modern euphuism those who vert
ve their purses behind them. Itisnot
rus at this distance to express an opia-
1 the dispassionate overlooker may
wiever Ue pardoned for noticing the
mewhat pagan energy and abandon of
e agerieved champions.
Later details from South Afrien make
cdear that the defeat of Her Majesty's
rces was more calamitous than at first
presented. The accounts received read
ere like the descaiption of a sickening
cLery than of actnal wartare. Over-
telmed by the well armed horde of
das the English troops haviug exhaust-
i their ammunition fled pell mell from
he ill-starred field. A tew eseaped by
e flectness of foot. The number of
glish troops black and white kirled in
i dieadful affiir was move than twice
etotn] Franeo-Englishless in hilled at
Luitle of Alma, and three times the
rlich Joss in killed at the hard fought
4 of Inkerman. The colors of the
iment have not been lost as at first
rted. ’
¥ L
Ter following extracts are from letters
itten by Scotch Missionaries in Blane-
. East Africa.
y time is so taken up with the Chiao
guage that I cannot write you much at
ot. Qur interpreters will likely
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leave us immediately, and as 1 have
known this for the last six weeks, T have
been working as if T had a view to a first
prize at some examination. We aretry-
ing to form vocabularies and to translate
passages ot Seripture. As might be ex-
pected, there are many knglish words
that we can find no Chino to correspond
with.
DIFFICULTIES OF TRANSLATION.

Oue evening we were travslating the
Prodigal Son. We had come to the
words, * he fell on his neck and kissed
him." when we were told that Liss could
not be translated. . . . Apother da
we were translating the tenth -.-onv,mundy-
ment. We had just written down the
word for wile, aud by-and-by we requir-
ed a word tor maid-screant. The word
for wife was again given, and this was
exactly what we had expected, knowing.
that all their wives were maid servants.

We have at present one great advan-
tage, in the circumstance that our inter-
preters have lived a long time at Cape-
town, and are well acquainted with Eog-
1ish customs and modes of thought.

Saw, who was formerly at Livings-
tonia, d _es know alittle of English gram-
mar. He and Tom (whe is the Blantyre
interpreter) were among 2 gang of slaves
rescued by Bishop M'Kenzie. They told
me their story the other night, as [ had
not heard it beiore.

Tom remembers how he was playing
beside the house with bhis little sister,
when they were scized and carried off
Ile kuew at once why the man was tak-
ing him.  1le wanted to have him to the
coast and sell him tor calico.  *Did you
scream  when jou were taken up?”
« Can’t scream—they put flour on vour
mouth.”  Thus the poor boy was separ-
ated frem hus parents and his home, and
the little stream that he ptayed beside, at
once and for ever.

Of course he could never tell where was
the home of his infancv ; only he believ-
ed that it *“was far away in the Chiao
country.” Sam’sstory wasjustthe same;
and they both remember how glad they
were when they were met by the white
men who set them free. Then they wers
taken care of at Morambald, and when
the Mission left Africa they were remov-
ed to Capetown. . . .
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MATIVE VILLAGES-—AMUSEMEN.3 OF THE
BOYS.

I am sorry that I have been so closely
eonfined to the school work, and such
matters, so that [ know little of the coun-
try round Blantyre. The only occasion
when I saw a little of the country, wasa
visit to Soche in company with Dr. Mac-
klin. There were several quarrels to
settle with the old chicl of that district.
As we approached the district, I was as-
tonished to find so many little villages.
When the villagers saw us, they made a
point of hasting up to say *‘ Mornng,
morning ! which is their salutation to
Englishmen. The men seemed to have
all their time at their own disposal.  With
the exception of one man who was sew-
ing a piece of cloth, we saw nothing to
lead us to suppose that the men did any
work at all. But the women were out
Erinding their corn or working in the

elds. When we reached the village
where the chief lives, we asked for him,
but he cculd not be found. We thonght
that he was afraid to show himselfat all.
One by one his villagers gathered round
us till we had a great assembly. Some
ot them had their bows, most of them had
their knives, and one ot them had a gun,
8o that they had nothing to fear, and we
were without weapons of any kind.
{Some of our friends in Scotland wanted
to be told whether the boys in Africa had
any amusemcuts. 1 may mention, 1
passing, that I saw o1 ¢ boy here with a
small imitation ot his [ather’s bow, and
with little arrows to match it.] Alfter
we had waited a long iime, the old chief
eame with a large clear knife in his hand.
He sat down at a great distance fromus;
when asked to come near, hesaid no. e
bad sent over a present to us, and it had
not been accepted, and he was ashamed
to have it returned. Qur interpreter
went over and induced him, after a good
deal of persuasion, to come beside us,
and he sat down upon a skin under &
large tree. T went up to shuke hands
with him, and 1 am not sure whether the
poor old man did not regard me with
suspicion, for while he gave me his left
kand, he held his knite very firmly with
the right. By-and-by tbe sending back
of the present was discussed. The Mis-
sion had two complaints to make against
him: (1.) His men had carried off from
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Blantyre a slave woman who had comg
there for protection. (2.) One of the
Blantyre boys when hunting was passin~
through the district ot Soche : at one vill.
age the son of the chief and certain con-
panions were drinking pombe ; they took
the gun from the boy and gave him s
beating. But the inhabitants of this vill-
age were afraid that this would not end
well.  They reasoned that the Eng'iv
would say that this was done among
them, and would come upon them with
their guns and inflicit a severe punish-
ment.  Accordingly they tcok back the
gun atter a strugele, and retarned it to,
the Blantyre lad, whom they escorted|
home.

The old chief denied the charzes of all
these facts. He had just heard abw
them. After a liule talking matten
were settled in a frieadly way, and we
ended by inviting the chiet over to Blun
tyre. He said he wished very much w
see the white lady and to hear the har
moniam, and he bargained with us thy
we must gratily him in these respects,
He was much astonished when they to
him *hat the white lady never went ou
he thought it so strange that she shoul
not ve seen hoeing the fields and pouad
ing the corn. .

On our way home we passed the vill
age where the gun had been taken away,
and we invited the men who restore 11
to the boy 10 come over and see hw th
English pecpte valued thewr trienk
They came 01 an appoiated day, and re
ceived a present of calico. The clief
Soche also paud us his visit and  brous
a preseat of fowls, receiving in returo
blanket and a pisce of calieo.

On the 24th ot Angust, Mr. Carrarms
ed at Bluntyre statica on his journey
Lake Nyassa. He made aseres ofo
servations to determine the exact latitud
and longitude of Blantyre, which he stat
as about 15° 45’ S.and35° 14'E.

We have a magic-lantern for the e
tertaininent and instruction of the nativ
At first they looked on with a greatd
ot fear. When they were told that h
they saw a man that lived long ago, th
actually thought that we were bringin
people back trom the dead. But 10
they enjoy sceing English people
English buildings. Itisa pity that
have so few slides. The other day
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were showing them the house of John
Konox. It bappened that our interpreter,
or rather the Livingstonisn iuterpreter,
bad no extensive acquaintance with John
Knox, and he told the people that here
was the house of John the ox (Jobn
gnombe)

TIIE SCHOOL, FARMING, BUILDING, &c.

I must now conclude by mentioning
how we are getting on in various depart.
ments of work, &e.

School.—The numbers are increasing
After we came up to Blaatyre we had
twenty-five on the roll, and now wehave
forty-une.  Further, we can say here,
what we cannot always say at homes
that, except in the case ot sickness, the
sumber on the roll has represented also
the average attendance. 1 begin to won-
der that children, who were before utter-
Iy unaccustomed to confinement and dis-
cipline, attend so reqularly. For
the last month we have had the school
divided into three or four classes. .
As soon as the school is dismissed in the
forenoon we hand over the scholars to
Mr. Bachnan who generally finds some
work tor them in the garden or about the
fiouses. At twelve o’clock thiey come in-
to dinner, and then play at bail till 2 p
m., when they again assemble for scheol.
A3 they are dismissed tor the day; but
those that stay on the station wsually find
& little employment in the garden agzin.

Farming.—Our spring-time is just
commencing, and a good deal of work is
being done arvund the houses.  So many
workers are now cmployed that the
sckool will not hold all that assemble for
the evening meeting. The people seem
to be much more willing to work about
the houses thun to work on the road.

Building.— A good deal i3 being done
in the erection ol varicus houses. The
works of this kind on hand at present are
& now kitchen, a byre, a hen-house, and
tome others.  Also, the tarmyard is be-
ing tenced in. Yours verv sincerely,

Durr M'DonaLp, B.D.
11tk September 1878,

@ Correspondence on the Organ ques-
tion will appear in our next.

¥ The new church builtby Rev, Mr.
Murray in British Columbia, is at Nicola,
and not at Mocla, as erroncously printed
in the March Reconp.

Tue U. P. PreseyTeERY OF Bromax
has decided by the casting vote of the
moderator that marriage with a diseased
wife's sister is notforbidden by Seripture,
and that, therefore, where such maveia-
ges have been contracted they should not
be made a bar to church membership.
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St. Lawrence Drug-Store:
St. Lawrence Hotel Building--Front Street, Pictou

K. J. McKENZIE,

DRUGGIST : APOTHECARY.,

KEEPS ALWAYS ON HAKD A FUVL B8TOCK OF i

Pure British and Foreign l)nugﬂ Chemicals, and Dyestaffs, English, American and Canadiar
Patent Medicines, London White Lead, and Colored Paints, Linsced Oil, Turpentine,
House and Carriage; me»hcs Brushes, Sponges, Scaps, erfumcry

TIMOTHY AND CLOVER SEEDS,
GARDEN, FIELD AND FLOWER SEEDS,

PHYSICIANS’ PRESCRIPTIONS carcfully compounded witn accuracy and
despatct:.
ALL KINDS HORSE AND CATTLE blFI)ICI\'LS —

JAMES McLEAN,

BOOK RELLER, BTG

HAS ALWAYS ON HAND

WAll PAPERS, WINDOW SHADES, BORDERINS, ETC., ETG'

= STATIONLRY OF EVERY DESCRIPTION. &1

SCHOOL BOOKS AND \LL REQUISITE SCH()O‘%‘M \TERI \L BIBLES, TESTAMENTS,
HBYMN AND PRAYER

Rooks, etc., IMPORTED TO- ORDER. Weekly Parcels from United & ‘
g[? Stawes. RegulargParcels from Britain, ‘C)

Opposite ' the Market, Water Street, Pictou, N. 8,
' ESTABLISHED 1828.

J. D. B. FRASER & SON,

;halzsalz : Retul Deuggists

& PICTOU, NOVA SCUTIA. =0

TISII AND FOREIGN DRUGS, (‘Hl‘hl(‘AIS PATENT MED:
FUMERY, SOAPS, SPICES, UXL\ DYE'STUI'!‘Q KTC

FIELD. & FLAWER SEEDS




