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Ip 1 PORGET THEE, O JERUSALEM! LET MY R GHT MAND FOR3ZET ITS OUNNING.” P3. 137, 4.5

LINES
Sugyestad by Mr. Herdman’s noble Picture in
the Exhibition of the Royal Scotiish Ac-
ademy, (361) “ A Conventicle

Preacher arrested and brought
before & Justice Court.

By the author of “ There is a IHappy Land.”

Yes ! there nie stands, the injured and tie good
With dauntless mien before a court corrupt :
Ue knows his cause is just, and that the God
Of trath and might will vindicate his claim.
What though av ermined Judge, a hostile
priest )
Now sits in judgment—conscious in the power
Of a wiumphant faith, with placid mind
He calm iy eyes the scene, und trombles not:
Streng in the strength of an Almighty arm
That will nov leave him, nor forsake kim now,
Bound as a felon, though no crime was his,
Nor brand of infamy had stained his name;
This holy man—this shepherd of his flock—
This faithful watchman—driven trom his place
Of Sabbath mecting, by a tyrant’s la~,
Secks, with his seattered sheep 1o worship God
Among the heathy hiils and silent glens
Of their own native land : thelofey sky
Their temple’s canopy, the hills its walls
And there the blessed gospel is prociaimed,
The bread is broken and the wine poured out,
"The spivit falls upon them, like the dew
Upon the new-mown erass, and as the showers
“"That sweetly b'ess and beaatify the earth.
Oh ! in this sacred honr what haliowed juy,
What bliss ineffuble mspires the soul,
As 10w, in rapt communion, they enjoy,
Amid those wilds--that lanely 53 itude-
‘The peice of (fod, an antenast of Heaven !
Oh! happy time; alns! too bright t last:
For now a dismal elond o'erspreads their sky,

In rushing haste the ficrce oppressor comes :

The sileat air is rent with direful shouts

Gf godless men, whose hands are red with
blood.

Tho smicten sheep are scattered, and the hills,

That lately echoed to the voice ot praise,

Now sad reverberate the wail of woe.

Fear not, brave, faithful man, though captive
now,

In wicked hands, the God whom thou hast
served

Is able to deliver, and e will

Fear theu not them that may she body kill,

Aud atter that have nothing they can do

A henrtless soldicry may drag thee on,

And guard the portals of that hated hall

Where now thou art arraigned; be ot gosd
cheer, {

That b essed book now east upon the ground,

That Word of life, wiil be thy comfore still ;

And i this teying houd i will be given

To thee from God =bove what thou shaly
speak,

And let them do their worst---thon hasta hope,

A faith, a peace, which they can never know

Who perseeate the servants of the Lord.

Thy pilgrim’s stif and plaid, unnceded now

Thy faded sarnteies all---will be exchanged

For that pure robe of spotless rishteousness

Reserved for saints-~the faichful unto death,

And on thy man.y brow--now thin bespread

With silver Jocks «-a shining diadem

OF deathless glory shail for ever rest;

Aungd unta thee shall be the high award

Of those who, b ing wise, and mauy tnrned

To paihs of tighteousness, shall brightly shine,

As shines the sraeey ticmasnent of heaven ;

And trom the Master's lips,in accents swees

Of high approval, will the welcome come---

“ Okt faithful martyr, take the crown of life---

Receive thy just rewnrd- and enter thou,

For evermvre, the Paradise of God.”

A Youxse.

Elinhwzgh, 30th April 1874,
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THE TEMPLE OF GOD.
BERMON.

Preached at the opening of New St. An-
drew’s Chureh, Toroato, by the Rev. D. M.
Gordon, B. D., of Ottnwa,

1. Cor. iii16-17.~"Know yo not that yo
are the temple of God, and that the ap' it of
God dwellethta you? If an, man defile the
temple of God, him shall God destroy, for the
tcm;x}e of God is holy, which temple yo
are

These words mey well put us to shame, for
who among us regands himself us the *“habita-
tioa of God through the spirit,” or where are
the fruits of our holy living that bear witness
to the power of that indwelling presence? We
may tey in the Paalinist’s confidence to say:
“Lord, Thou hast been our dwelling place.”
Can we reverse the words and say “Yord we
have been Thy dwelling place ¥ Aad yet,
though our faith be feeble and our lives be un-
worthy of onr high calling in Christ, theso
words to Christians:  “Ye are the temple of
God, the spirit of God dwelleth in  you, and
he temple of God is holy,whichtemple ye are.”
In trying to unroll the meaning of these wards
I ask you to consider (1) the view here given
of the Christian Church, “Ye are the temple
of Qod”; (2) the glory of the Church as here
expressed, “‘the spirit of God dwelleth in you™
{3} the purpose of the Church—to*be holy
unto the Lord—"for the temple of God is
holy, which temple ye ara.”” (1) Tho view here
given of tha Christian Church, “Yo are the
temple of God.” Paul was a“Hebrew of the
Hebrews,” and naturally no object on earth
could seem to him so saitable a8 figure of the
Church of Christ as the tomple at  Jerusalem.
1t was the centre around which both the na-
tional and religious litc of the Jews revolved;
it wag the pledge of God’s presenee and pro-
tection, the shrine and palladium of the aa-
tion. When lhiec was far from the courts of
Zion the pious Jew turned revercntly towards
the templ: at the hour of prayer. When he
gazed ou the city of his sofemnitiss and saw
the temple in the midst of it, it might well
seen as if the everlasting hills in their silent
majesty had hoen set round it for its speeial
protectica, And whon he entored it courts

thas were thronged  with awe-struck worship.
pers, whon he prosented his own offering
the altar, whon he heard the rich music ring.
ing throngh its vaulted arches, when he saw'
the High Priest who was set apart 10 make
peace betweon man’s guilt and God's holiness,
when he falt himself partaker of the atonement
procured hy the High Priest as he passed into
the holy of holies we little wonder that the
temple became te the pious Jow the one place
of all others where man’s service and sacrifice’
were met by God's presence and protection,
und that to the Christian who had been a Jew:
110 compurison could seem so appropriate for
describing the charncter and plory of the
Church asto call it “the temple ot God."
And the likeness of the visible Jewish temple
to the Christian Chureh was not accidental, not
a mere happy illustrution on the part of the
Apostle; it was from the first 8 foreshadowing,
type of the Church, Likeuil the Mosaic ritual
with its altar and olerings and bleeding sae
rifices, the temple was ever pointing forward
a figure of better things to come, while it con.
stantly ministered to the religious life of the
nation, it served also ns type of that which
would be more appropriate than itself to be
the dwelling place of the Most High; it fore
shadowed first the visible then the mysties
body of Christ. Ae it has been sumctimes ex-
pressed, God has manifested Himself, in the
world's religious hiatory, a8 dwehing in thre;
temples, first, in the visible temple at Jerusalem,
then in the the temple of Christ’s bedy, “ God
manifestin the flesh,” and lastly in the tem-
ple of the Christian Church., Christ him-
self connccts theso thres, when He speaks of
His body as a temple, and spenks through His
Apostle, of his Church asa body; and Clris
tians are living stones in the temple, beeaus
they are living members of His body. The
first gave plnce to the sccond, and the seeond
to the last, as the buc gives place to the blos
som, sad the blogsom to the fruit; the templ
which for centuries had been the pledge of
God’s presence with Hix people gave plact
to the fleshly teraple of Him in whom “dwelt
the fulness of the (rodhead bodily,” and thit
second tomple was romoved in order that ther
should be manifested among men that mon
glorions tomple, the redesmed Church, tha
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rises  slowly  through  the  centurics},
Thero were, a3 might be oxpected certain fea.
tares of resemblance between  these  three.
Thus (¢ g.) there was silence in the building
of the firse temnple. whea without sound of axe
or hanuuer, stone was laid on stone so that
“like some tall pulin the noisoless fubric grew.””
In thosilence of growth Christ’s buman frame
was upbuilt when he incremsed in wisdom
and stature.”  Aud silently rises the . Charch
of Christ; *“The kingdom of God cometh not
with observation” no sound is heard when
sonls are converted, and so become set 8o live
iy stones in the walls of God's great temple.
Therc was brightness about the temple of Sul-
omon #s it gleamed with golden lustre in the
suulight ; a far comlicr beauty dwelt 1 the
spotless person of our Redeenter ; and o radi-
ance of purity and rightcogsnes shall be scen—
and even now by eyes that can deteet is, is
seen—in the teipleof the runsomed Church.
‘The praise of the Most High rang through the
arches of the Jewish temple ; unbroken praise,
the melody of a perfect life, rose up from the
temple of Christ's flesh ; while from the temple
of the church there is rising, and shall forever
risy, that new song which we, the ransomed
of mankind can sing. Sacrifice was almost
constantly scen in the first tewmple; Christ ren.
dered the sacrifice of a holy life, and hiy death
completed the stonement; while the third tem.-
ple derivesits lustre from the blood of the
Lamb, and each christiun, being a lively stone
in that temple, is a living sacrifice unto Christ.
Th: first and second of these temales have
passed away. Nothing save the situation now
remains of that temple towards which the
heart and eyes of every Jew once turned in
davorion suddelizht.  In bodily presence our
Redesmer i3 seens no more smony us, fur “it
wag expedient that He should go away,” but
the temple of Cluist’s ransomed Chutech shall
never wax old nor pass away ; built on the sure
founchistion of Christ und the Apostles it rvises
slowly but stendily; each belivver buily into
the temple by  the hund of God becomes
the instrunent for upbuilding others ; and at
last the whole fubric shall be presented to
the Father, wnd disclosed o ths universe, per-
fect and glorious from coraer 1o cope stone.
Now ye are this temple of Gad, all who have
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been redeemed by the bleod of the Lamb, und
have been made mambors of Christ’s mystical
body. Un through the centurics has extended
sud shall oxtend the glorivus succesrion of be-
lievers, and ye are purt of that living line.
Upward through the agues is reared this cver-
lasting teraple, and ye are living stones in its
walls, fur a8 saith the Apusile cbewhere, “Ye
arg bu'l: upon the fuuudanon of the Apostle
snd the Propheds, Jusus Clirist being the  chief
corner stong, in whom all the building fitly
framed together groweth inte an holy temple
in the Lord; in whotn yo also are builld to-
gether for an habitation of God through the
Spirit.’ (2} Cousider the glory of the Chureh
us here expressed,  The Spirit of God dweil-
eth in you.” The supreme moment in the
history of the temple was when at ity dedi-
cation, the glory of tiod filled the house, when
he who in merey to Human weakness had
given to Isieel ofold the pillar of clond and of
fire as the ontward proof ot his guidance, now
gave them in the clouds of glory that fitled the
house a visible token of his presence. And
the temple could not be God's trve  habitation.
“Behold” said Solomon “theheaven of heavens
cannot contain Thee : hosw much less the house
that I have built.””  “Ye, saith the High and
lofty One that inhabited cernity, “1 dwell with
him that is of u contrite and  humbls spirit,”
Greater than the gramdest earthly temple,
greater even than the maserial worll which
supplies the elements for their construction, is
the human soul ; the spirit of a little child may
be amore wondrous and sppropriate dwelling
place for God than cven the splendours of re-
volving suns and systems.  Now believers aré
God's habitations : the Spirit of God dwelleth
in them. ‘That most blessed trath has been
abused by deliucled and dreelving faoaties @ it
has been treated by many with vidicule and
seorn @ but the noblest of vur rave, those who
have done most for the world’s weifare, huve
cluny to it, a8 certain of it as of any other fact
in their existence, nnd by the inspiration ot that
Spirit have led lives of w.wqualied usefulness
and heroism.  Take from oue holy religion
the prosence and power of hat spirit und yeu
leave it marrowiess. Christian precepts would
remain  to us, but they would remain
impossible of fulfi ment. Cluist's example
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would remain  impossible of imitation:
heauty then * left to  Christ-

anity would be the huaty of death : believers

the only

0 far asspiritual being i concerned, would
be lifeless as any stones coor hewnin an earthe
ly quarry, or eet in the walls of au carthly tem-
iple.  Our religion is not a precept but a pow-
cr, not & mere law, Lat o Jife: Christ comes
up within each sepavate believing  soul
as a spirit of life and power, us thesap comes
up through each separate branch and stem ;
and “if any man have not the spirit of Christ
he is none of His.””  The Spirit comes as the
spirit of truth, taking of the things that are
Cnrist’s and showing them unto us.  You may
convinee a man's reason regarding our religion,
you neay hedge him round with arguments,
you may lay the truth in all clearness hefore
him, till there ceems no other course possihle
for him but to close with it, and yet, il the
Spirit prepares the  «oil these truths may be
to him fruitless as the of corn in the
hamis of an Egyptisn mmmmy.  The spirit
comes 15 4 spivic of power, infusing grace imo
our cfforts and <0 securing our success as we
try to rise nearer to the pattern of Christ's
pufect lite. Physical and iotellectual and
emotional force, all fail (o ulilift the soul;
these have their separate spheres in - which to
act, but here they are powerless ; just as
the strongest magnet cannot move glass, or ag
thesoundest argument or most fervent appeal
canno: aise s weight. 8o mere intellectual or
emotional strength cannot,any more than phy-
sical force, inspire and uplift the sonl to that
divine life for which it was created, and to
which it has been called in Christ.  This is
the Province of the Holy Spirit, and that Spiris
coming to all who seek his help, enables them
to live as the rous of Ged. The Spirit comes
as the spirit of purity, and holy fervour. John
said of Christ:  “He shall baptize you with
the Holy Ghost and with fire.” Fire purifies ;
it would take endless rime with hammcr and
chisel 10 separate the gold from the ore; but
east them into the furvace and give full draft
to the fire, and scon you can pour
out the molten metal pure and unalloy-
ed. 8o when the Spirit of God grins  power
over the soul, it ¢leanses away all dross and
foulness which no ages of human Izbour could
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remove,  And fire gives warmih ;tle metal as
its touch roon glows with heat and becomes a
new sourco of wannth ; sotho spirit of God
sots men aflame with earnestness, heats them
into a Divine enthuginsm, so that they in turn
help to warm the world, whilo they shall glow
with th brightness of the firmament, and shall
shine bright as tho stars forever. *“The Spirit
of God dwelleth in you. V7hoamong us has
realized the blessedness and power of that
presence . You cannot potir vour 8pfrit into
the spirit of your child; you cannot infuse
into his soul your wisdom and rightcousness ;
you cannot inspire him with your strength and
holiness ; but the Divine Father can do and
docs this to ench one that opens his heart in
humble and hopeful confidence to receive the
Spirit.  God pours his Spirit into ours to be
to us & apirit ~f life and love, of wisdom and
energy, developing usinto a “perfect man, to
the measure ot the staturo of the fulness of
Christ.* Philosophers have discussed man’s
highest development, and have pictured the
possibility of his futwie growth through slow
stages, like those through which they think he
has already pased. They may funcy that,
give him time, and through the civeling centu-
ries of endless development, man may reach up
to the PDivine. But Christianity tells us that
God's Spirit can, by direct impact, produce
this development in the soul, raising it to the
fellowship and likeness of God, so that it
“glowsin His light and gladdens in lus love.
Our present possession of the Spirit is but the
earnest, the foretoken of the first fruits of our
inheritance. “The Spirit beareth witness with
our spirits that we are the sous of God.”
“Behold, now are we the sons of God, and it
doth not yet appear what we shall be,
but we know that when he shall appear
we shall be Jike Him, for we shall see
Him as He is. “The Spivit of God dwelleth in
you.” Hercin lies the true power and glory of
the Church, and the great want of the Church
i3 the morc abundant in dwelling of that
Spirit, thet He may give
charity to her counscls, direction and energy
1o her efforts, that He may inspirc her whole
service with devotion and make every hear:
throb with intenser spiritual life. ‘The Church
‘niay strive to perfect her forms and ceremonies

wisdom 2 4
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and ritual ; she has freedom to lay hold of all

that iy elevated in taste and benutiful in art;
but she has liberty to use theso only in so far
as thoy foster her own spiritual life. When
architecture and music and oratory serve only
to gratify the taste and please the intellect,
when they hinder instead of help the spiritual
growth of God's people, they must be altered
or sbundoned. The one purpose for which the
wisible Church, with all her applinnces of ser-
vice, exists is theraising of the walls of God’s

spiritual temple, preparing and upbuilding the
living stones thereof; and all effort  that does
not conduce to that end, however rich or at-
tractive it nay scem, is wasted and worthless,
Tho Church may try to perfect her machinery,
her different organizations and furms of ac-
tion, but no machinery, however periect will
suf..ce without the power of the Spirit. The
parts of the engine may be adjusted with the
utmost nicety, but they are only ead weight
to the ocomotive till the in-rushing steam
makes them powertul for service.  The organ
may be constructed with consummate skill,
but ¢ven the wmost scientific musician will
draw out the stops and touch thenotes in vain
unless the chambers be filled with air, and if
the current be feeble the music will be fitful
and uncertain; but let the air pressure be
sirong and steady and you may have sounds
of swoeetest harmony. So the machmery of
the Church may scem perfect; her power of
tear hing, her forms of service, her modes of

action, her social and commercial arrange-
ments may all bewell adjusted , but all these
ave powerless to perform the work God gives
her to do unless the spirit of God takes pos-
session of iheet ushuments and flls ihese
forms with life. Therefore must our prayer be
“ Awake O! north wind! and come thou
south! breathe upon this garden, that the
spices thereof may flow forth.” * Come from
the four winds, oh breath, and breathe upon
these slain that they may live! (3) Observe,
briefly, the purpose of the Chureh—to be Aoly,
“ The temple of God is holy, which temple ye
are.” No stronger argument or entreaty could
boe employed in urging us to persunal purity.
Ye are tho temple of God; keep the temple
lean ; be sure that you may be .worthy the
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hpbitation of the Most High,  But holiuess
implies more than purity; the inscription,
¢ Holiness unto the Lord"--graven on the
gold band which was on the front of the 1igh
Priest’s mitre~1id not mean merely that the
High Pricst was required to be ceremonially or
personally pure, but that he, like the templein
which he served, was set apart ror sacred
purposes.  Holiness implies consecration to
God, the giving up of oureclves as a living
sacrifice to Ilim, to do not our own will, but
the will of Him who hath sent us, Like

Barnabas, we must not only give our
possessions for Christ, but must render

also that best gift, without which our other
gifts are valueless, ourselves. This is the
great and constant requirement of the Gospels
and this is the practical manifestation and

highest proof of the Spirit’s presence within us.
Perfect consecration to the will of God in any
sphere of life, self-sacrifice for Iis scrvice, in
which the current of onr being is set steadily
towards Him, when, emptied of sclfy God is to
ug the first and the last and the only One : this
is the life toward which the love and the sac

rifice of Christ constrain us, and toward
which the Spirit of Christ inspires us. Such
a life is the proof, as it is the purpose of The
Spirit‘s presence within us, the life that we are
called to share with the highest and noblest
beings in the universe of God and the evidence
of all whom  hat 8pirit inspires, the testimony
of each living stono in God‘s great temple—for
these are stones that can speak—the confession
of the goodly fellowship of the prophcts and
the glorious compaay of the apostles, and the
noble army of the martyrs of the Holy Church
of Christ threnghout all 5zes, is> © We count aly
thinge but loss for the excellency of the know.
ledge of Christour Lord, for vhom we have
suffercd the loss of all things, rejoicing evenin
this that we are counted worthy to suffer for
His sake.’

« For all through life I s20 a Crors
Wheresons of God yield up their breath :
There is no gain except by loss

There is no life except by death ;

There is no vision but by faith,

Nor glory but by bearing shame,

Nor justice but by taking blame,

And that eternal passion saith,

Be emptied of glory, and right,and name.



36 THE MONTHLY RECORD OF

God has onabled you, in His mercy, to erect
for His servico this holy and heautiful house.
My prayer is that it may be a workshop where
God Himse!f shall prepare many stones for
His temple, that hero many may receive the
gift of the Holy Spirit and be led to a lite of
consecration, of holiness unto the Lord, My
prayer is that the services to beenjoyed in this
sanctuary by you, and by those who shall
come after you, may greatly aid the upbuilding
of the temple of Christ's ransomed Church,
which is the eternal habitation of the Mosy
High.
—— —— -

For the Record.
THOUGHTS FOR TEACHERS,

Children Jive and learn by tbeir senses.
They can receive no mental impression ua-
less conveyed through one or other of thesc
senses. This is one of the laws of child-
nature, (and generally of man-nature also)
too frequenty ignored and violated by
those whose work it is to imstruct the
young. The most skilful and successful
Sabbath Echoul Teacher will be the one
who studies this jaw and co.ferms most
closely to it. The youthful mind has not
the power of self-conception, of thinking
of truths apart from persons or ebjects,
8o that knew'edge of any kind to be re-
ceived easily and intelligently by it must
be presented largely in a material or con-
erete form. Instruction muet be conveyed
by words which express seme object or
opetation aod which render thoughts and
ideas tangib’e and sensib'e. Take for
exampls tws sentsnces conveying ihe same
idea, but the one expressed in the ebatract
form and the other in the coucre'e, * The
sacrifice of Christ is a vicarious substitu-
tion,” and ¢ The Lord bath lsid on him
the iniquity of ua all,” repeat these to a
boy between six and iwelve yeazs of age,
and request kis impression of them, aod
it will soon be evident, unless be is a
paragon of intellectual precocity, that Lis
conceptiona of the firs “are of the wistient

kind, while of the secord they are distinct
and intelligible. The worde of the text
fczm at ence an outline of a picture in
his mind, Lut of the other only =
ruzzling preblem. What teacher has not
been perplexed in trying to make clear
and simple tt : abstract qualities expressed
say in the fourth queation of tne Shorter
Catechiam, and been grieved to find at
the slore, how vague and imperfect were
the conceptions of truth formed in the
minds of his scbolars.; Question aod coun-
ter question would but =2licit the same
answer. What does the holiness of Ged
mean? * His goodness.”” What does the
goodness of God mean ? *‘ His Holiness”
and so forth, thus proving tbat the one
term was to them but a synonym of the
other, a mere dictionary explanation, but
not a symbol of the two distinct traths,
that * God is of purer eyesthan to be-
hold evil” and * Thou openest thy hand
and satisfiest the desire of every living
thing.” Tae youthful mind often fa:lato
grasp, what the memory retsins an’ the
tongue repeats, because the id-a is far be—
yond the point the mind has reached, and
to which it can raise itsef, from the
level on which it stands. What the mind
has felt or known must be mads the
groundwork ofall further successful in-
atruction. The knowledge already in-
vested is the only safe and solid capital
with which to carry ou new speculat ons in
the mental werld.  The rang- of the
mental vision of children is very limited,
and they cannot discern rhings afur off,
neitber do they think with the faculties
of the teacher, ner perceive truth from
his standpoint, #o that he who woud be
“ apt to teach” must atand as i were in
1heir shoes, and look at things wi h their
eyes, oria other words, come wnoin to
their eapacity. Let the teacher carry his
c'ass with him, as the eagle does her
young broed, and not have them flu*ter-
ing in cold cloud-land while he soars eloft



THE CHURCH OF SCUTLAND. 37

on the wings of big worde inthe cthereal
regions of intellec usl wisdom, et bim
remember to m.unt wi.h them aod to
begin f.om the nest, a little higher, and
then a little higher. In teaching the
young, iv is wise 10 use words thut are
pic ures of some'hing thas has been aevn
or heard or handied, or fuifr; to ma erial-
ise as it were, the instruc ion with a story,
or ilius'rations or fact in history or
biography. The language employed
soou'd be Jargely pictorial or symbotic, so
a8 to atiract the mind, and enab'e it the
better to !ay hold of the :ruth, Te im-
part knowledge, in dry metaphysical and
purely intellectual formr is Jike the Egyp-
tian task of making bricks withous straw.
The choice of words is very important, it
is like the chivel in the haud of the scu'ptor,
if a blunt tool it will wake blunderivg
work. It is hard fur the littie fee: to
scale the steep heigh's of Lnowledge,
secular or religious, and it is wise to ke'p
them up by a laddder of langusge easy
and intelligible. 1If we aeek to know the
secre: of the popularily of eertain authors
and preschers, we will find that not a
li:tle of it flows from their style, that
their though » are generally cic hed in the
garb of plain terse and powerful Ssxon,
as for instanee Bunyan snd Spurgeon, or
elze the s'yle is draped in a richer ard
more flowing costume, sparkling with
gems of classic lore, gorgeous with
metaphor, glit'ering wi h jewels of historic
incident, or flashing wirh thg brillian » of
scientific facts, as for instance Guthrie or
Hamilton. Their writings or preaching
mey vot be of the highest intellectual
order, their phi'osophy neither 20 profound
nor original, as that of many eiher tainkers
and writers of ths pas:and present, but
undoubicd'y they possess great as rac:ive
power, rommanding erowded churches and
the “5f foth trousand.” ‘Their productions
by the pen or in the pulpit a:e univer-
sally popular, because they aze in concert

with a law common to vearly evary
mind, and are suited to the men-al cap-
asity of most.

Whence the fascinating power of Buny-
an’s book written Jong ago, and Sankey's
sczge :nd =olos aung to-day?  Study
them a little, and the reason will soon
show iwself. Every page cf the one
abounds with life’ss.enes and sensations,
oxpressed in language simp e and easy to
be understood, and every line of the
other, (as for example the song of the

“Ninety and nine” at present so popu'ar)
expreas & truth or fact in Sfigurative
language, or exhibits an object we can
see, & truth we know, ora feeling we
have cxperienced.  Reigions truth,
taught as it is for the most part in oar
Catechisms and Summuries, is generally
urattracive and unin eliigib eto children.
There are few chiidren who love to learn
the Catechism. More are driven to it
than drawn by it. We well remember
how Monday forencen was dreaded at
scheol, because it w.s ¢ question day,”
and what a load eof fesr and care was
lifted of when the * queations” were
safely over fuor another week. Few will
now regret, far less repent the fiery ore
deal of the school days. The Shorter
Catechism is a most admirable and ex=
oellent compendium of Christian Doetrine
and duty, and shou'd be a text book of
every Sabbath School, and most emphati~
cally of every family school, but for all
that, we would look upon the man or
woman who could simplify and popularize
it as a genuine hero, a real **Chi:dren's
Priend” .Mere memory eramming is often
mind-killing. The memc:y may waster,
Psalms and sentepces, texs and terms
in abundance and yet the mind have a
very slim and erroneous conception of the
truths, and the heart be bus feebily im-
pressed. thereby, for the siwp'e resson
that what is learned, is vaguely under-
atood, and :onsequently leses very much
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of its power. 8till, though much is
wasted, and much misunderstood it is
needful and right that Catechisms and
Bible-'essons should be taught and learas
too, were they tor nothing more than
improving the memory~—and thatis good—
but that is not all, for it is the casting
the bread upon the waters which shall be
found after many days. Tre religious
instruction of children should consist not
lesz of the learning ot creeds and Cate-
chisms, but more of the ¢ learning of
Christ,” for the religious ideas cf children
love to cenmre themselves in the God-
man, Christ Jesus, and cluster around
his words and ways. They think of him
as a man.fas the ** Children’s Friend,”
the loving gentle, child-blessing, miracle
working, crucified Saviour. They con-
ceive of heaven not so much as a state
or e¢ov.dition, but as the place where the
holy person Jesus dwells, and going to
heaven is to them, going to see Jesug, to
speak to Jesus, to sing of Jesus, and to
live with Jesus for ever.

Let the earnest teacher patiently ponder
=ada patiently practice these iruths, and
he will roon acquire the *‘ tongue of the
learned,” and become wite in winning the
litt’e ones to the * love of the truth, that
they might be saved. (2 Thess. II: 110.)

M. D.
I

Some of our esteemed contributors send us
articles for insertion that veach us on the 11th,
accompanied with & memorandnm to be sare
and have the RRcorp out on the 10th! Any
one can see that this is a somewhat difficult
sask.

-—..—.-.———4-—~_.. - ———

Parties will please communicate at onco
with us if there is any error regarding the num.
ber of copies received, or other mistake. We
will endeavor to secure perfect accuracy in for.
warding parcels. Address letters to River
Jokn. A postal cerd promptly sent to us wil
greatly oblige.

THE MORTHLY RECURD OF

LECTURE AT ROGERS HILL

On the 6th inst., the Rev. G. Coull, of New
Glasgow, fectured in' Ilermon Church to 2
large audience. He described very graphically
the Island of Patmos, snd his difficultivs before
exploring the “ Grotto of the Apaocalypse” in
which the Apostle John is said to have written
thebook of Revelation. He then gave a
sketch of the ruins of the ancient city of
Ephesus—the temple of Diana—and the theatre
mentioned in the Acts 19 ch. He described
Smyrna—a city to-day of nearly two hundred
thousand people, madeup of Greeks, Turks,
Jews, Armenians, Franks and others. He
spoke of his excursions to the other cities of
““ the seven churches in Asia’ sud showed how
prophecy was fulfilled, their candlestick re-
moved and desolation had fallen upon them,
becanse they had “ lefe their first love.”

The lectare displayed immense learning and
was interspersed with many anecdotes and
humorous descriptions of Mahommedan cus-
toms-~the account of the dancing Dervishes in
patticulsr being extremely graphic. For the
space of uearly threc liours the audience listen-
ed with the greatest attention to & most ani-
mated account of personal adventure, travel,
antiquities, religions, mosques, temples, varie-
tics of costume and creed, ancient and modern,
such as the experienced and learned antiquary
meets with in the cities and provinees of Asia
Minor.

A large amount of interesting reading mat-
ter has to be laid over for next issue. The
Aypril and succeeding numbers will contain
four pages of additional reading matter.

————

The collection for the Foreign Missiens
was taken up in Rev. Mr. Herdman‘s church
on Sabbatk 5th instant, and amonnted to
$47.00.

Petitions agsinst sepsrate schools have
been extensively signed in Picton town snd
neighborhood.

[ ——

The Presbytery of Fictou mests at New
Glasgow on Wednesday, 15tk instans, at
11 a. m.
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Like the pillars in the porch of Sol-
omon’s temple, Juchin on the right
hand, and B)az on the left, are the two
chief missions of our church, the Home
Mission and the Foreign.

The Home Mission was begun many
years ago, and its objecy was to make
the Chureh self-sustaining, and to en-
large its sphere within the land. It
was called & Home Mission, because
its operations were devoted to the sup-
port of the Church in its home in this
country. And as this was its pame
and purpose, 80 has it been hitherto
uniformly devoted, its funds going to
supplement weak charges and support
catechists laboring ioc Cape Breton, or
other vacancies.

From two sources was its exchequer
replenished; Church door collections,
and quarterly collections by card.
Hitherto, this has been a flourishing
scheme, and our Church has wisely re-
solved tbat it shall be continued a8 be-
fore the Union, to enableus to supple-
ment weak congregations, support cat-
echists, and relieve the parent church.
If the pillar Jachin fall, the temple
does not stard. Let it then be sup-
ported, as its merits require.

But Boaz is another pillar, i. . the
Foreign Mission. Refering to the pub-
lished minute of Pictou Presbytery, of
date August 25th, 1875, we find that
“The Presbytery, having reason to un-
derstand that the Colonial Committee

of the Church in Scotland were in favor
of co—operation, on the part of this
Presbytery, with the Presbyterian
Church in Canada, in Foreign Mis-
sions, Widows' and Orphans’ Scheme,
and other Schemes, authorizes its Min-
isters and congregutions to act accord-
ingly, and te make collections.” In
point of fact, we were co-operating
with the sister Church in Foreign Mis-
sion work from the first, our earliest
contributions being given to the sup-
port of native teachers under Dr. Ged-
die’s direction.  This continued for
some time.  Then Mr. Goodwill was
accepted and sent ont, and afterwards
Mr. Robertson, so that we had these
two missionaries in the field. Oune has
returned, and is now lahoring zealously
in P. E, Tsland ; the other remaias as
devoted and successful as formerly.
Thirty converted natives have sut.at the
Lord’s Table, by last accounts, at
Erromanga. This is good tidings from
the blood-stained istand. Qur Church
has every confidencein Mr. Robertsoa,
and personally, he is better known to
our Ministers and pecple than his bro-
ther missionaries, but all of them are
zealous and earnest men, and we have
reagon to expect that the Divine bless-
ing will eccowpany their faithful lab-
ors. Let this scheme, then,' (the col-
lection for which was appointed for the
20d Sabbath in February,) & scheme so
Scriptural and so necessary, be sup-
ported liberally thrcughout the bounds
of om Church.

We omit in this number & few ox-
teacts of intelligence recently received
from the South Sea Islands.
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INTERNATIONAL S. S. LESSONS.

Scleet notes on Intornational S. S. Lessons
by Revs. F. N. and M. A. Peloubet.

LESSON I. APRIL 2, 1876.
Tue ASCENDING LORD. Aces 1 : 112,
[a.p.33]

1. The former treause is no doubt the Gos-
pel accord.ng to Luke, which is addressed ¢o tho
same person, written in the same siyle, and
exacily corresponds to this description. “Fur-
mer trantise” might be more exactly rondered
‘first bouk or discourse.”

2. Uatil the day. The ascension was proper-
ly the terminativn of the gospel narrative,
Luke had rocorded this event (Luke 28: 50, 51)
end Mwrk also (Mark 16 19, though neither of
them had besn ar eys-wituess of it. Matthew
and John, alshough they bad boen witnesses of
9, do not recordit, whlis they wss language
wkich implies it.

3. Ho shewed himseif.—The resarrsction
of Jecus was the great fact, on whaich the truth
of the ganpel was to by established. Heuee the
sacred writers 8o often refor to it, and establich
it by 80 many srzumenis. Ae that truth Isy at
the fonudstiou of all that Luke was abuut 1o re-
eord in his history, it was of 1mp rrigace that he
should siate clearly the sum of the evidence of
it 1n the beginnirg of his work.

4. Being azsomb'ed together,—The ressons
appear to be (1) Because of dhe prophecy (Is.
2.2, (2) Bocauee there would ba the greatest
asssmbly ef persons to witness th's great mir-
acle sud to be worked upon by it. (3) Because
it was mest fit that this grast work of Christ's
power should bo theredisplayed where had besn
his greatest humilistion ; that those who were
not convinced by the ressurrection might be
convinced by tkis miraculous gift of the Hely

Ghost.
5 Christ ropeated this uuto his apostles out

of John's own words : *John was sent to bap-
tize witu wator ;" be fulfilled Lis function as it
bocatne <he servant of God.

6. At this time restore the kingdom.—Their
toquiry indicates an established faith in him as
tho Mesasiah, but betreys at the same time an
oxpectation that his kingdora would be to some
exwont a temporal one, that it would fres the
nation {rom their depsndenes on the Romang,
and restoro to them thair sncient prosperity and
power.

7. And ho said, ete.—God bas uniformly re-
proved a vaiu curiosity vn such peints. (i Thes.
5:3,2. 2 Pot. 8:10. Luke 12: 89,40)

8. Power.—Thuse high spiritual endow-
ments nesvsanry 10 the discharge of their apos-
tolic office, incledivg a perfect kunowledge of
Christisnity, zoal and persoverance in the pro-
pagaiion, and unshaken couvsiancy in the pro-
fession ofit.

9. The ascersion of our Lerd is mow re-
corded more in dewdis than in Goepel varrative
by Luke. The ascension itself is just what we
mighs expect from kigs resurrecuon; for he
weuld scarcely bave been miratulously raiesd
from the doad, except to ascend bodily.

10. 'Lhey werogazing earnestly toward kes-
ven, whils He was depertivg thither—Tke cliud
gesmus tobave conninued visible jor s time.
They wors full of amazewent. aud u& the term
aiguifies, they were earnvstly looking up with
fixed atientivn su that thers was every evidence
of the muraculvus fact. MHedid notascend while
they were ssleop, or gazing slewhere. They
may even Lave continned gazivg after he bhad
passed out of view,

21. Wby siand ye?—Thers might have
besn an impropriety in their earnnst dosire for
ths mere bodily preseuce of the Lord Jesus,
when it was moreimportaut that it shoula bein
heaven. We may see here also that it is oar
duty nut to stand in idleneuess, and t0 gaze
oven towards heaver. Wo as weoll s8 the
apostles Lave a great work to do, nd we should
sctively ongege in it without deluy.

LESSON II. APRIL 9, 1876.
Tae Daxy oF PexTscosT. Acts 2: 1-11.

(A. . 33.)

1. AlL Thisincludos such #s mny have as-
gemlled, besides the c1e bundred 2nd twenty,
and doubtless there were wany Christizn dis-
ciples who had cume totho foast.

2. It wes when thisfirst day of Pentecest
was fally come that the xpostles (and probably
thedisciples) were asssmb ed at their usual
meetipg plxce, when the soundfrom hoeaven os
of a migbty wind, filled all the house wuure
they wore sitling.

3. And thero appeared upen them tengues
distributed, smong thein, and one st upon oach
of thom.—80 most of the later critics 38 woll ag
soms of the older. Aocording to this view the
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firs-like appearanca proseated iteslf at firat, as it
wors, iu a single brdy, aud thea suddealy par-
ted im this direction and that, 3> that a portion
of it rosted on each of those present.

4. Filled with the floly Ghost.— he ‘“ton-
gues of fico” which rested on the heads of the
ap stles oifersd no vaie show., It was asgn.
and the fact 1ndicatsd by that wign was at once
keown to bs a raslity by *hat whaich at the same
momens of tims took placw within them.

5. Dwalling —whether for a s32s0n or pér-
manontly. No doub: many of theJews in ques-
tion had fixed thair abuds as Jeruaalem, =4 it
was always an object of dssirs with thoss of
themn who lived in forsign countries to return
and spond the closs of life in the laad of their
fathers.

. 6. Themultitud s—is nsither ¢he imultitnde
ascustomoed to asssmble in tha tsmple, from
which some havedrawn au inforence ag to the
scene of these events, nur the multitude ready
to essomble on suoh oceasions, or what we cell
tha ““raoh ;" but the large brdy of foreiga Jews
described in the precediug verse, sud provident-
ia 1y pruvided as witnegss of this great mir-
acle.

7. Are not ail thess Qaslileans? 1tis abser-
vable that we have here anothor instance in
which the apostles are recoganiasd as Galileans
by iheir dialect.

8. This vaity of language illustrates
the unity of the Christisn Church.
For meore than eighteen husdred years retros-
poct. disce rns a line of men weaving sm'd mani-
fo1d diversity a deep inward likemess.

9. Thwlist of nations is hers given to show
the divors tongues ropresented aud spoken
theroe, which would also show the exteas of the
miracla.

10. Phyrgia and “amphylis.—These wero
alg) two provinces of Asis Minor. The las-
gusge of all thoso places was doubtless the
Gresk, moro or less pure.

11. Cretes. Crets, now called Can iis, is an
island in the Meditterransan, about two
hundred and fifty milog in length The lang-
usge spoken there was probsbly the Greek.

LESSON II APRIL 16, 1875.

Psrsr’'s DRPERCE. Aers 21228,
(a. ». 83)

12 Amazsd—13escribet tho r astouishment at
the occurencs in general; in doubt—thsir per-
plexity at bsing unable to ece .mnt for it.

-41

18, Amobpgthoss who scefled may have been
somo of the native iuhabitants of the city, whe
net wnderstanding the fureign langusge spoken
regardod thy discourse of thy apostles as sense-
less bucause it was uuniawlagible to tbem.

13. The uddress ombraces the following
pointe, shough iuterwoven somewhat in the
discussion: tirst, defence of the charscter of
the apostles (14, 15); secund, the miracle ex-
plained a3 a fulfilmeut of prophecy (16-21)
third, this effasion of the spirit, an act of the
eruc.fied, but now exalted Jesus (89-33) snd
{ourth, lis olaim to he acknowiedged s the
true Messgish (21-29 and 34-36).

15. For these sre ao: drunken, eto.—The
word “thess” here inciudes Peter himself, as
woll us the others. The charge doubtlvss ex-
tanded to all.

16. ‘Theuegative defences is followed by the
posmtive. Tke sumof it is; this is not intoxi-
cation but inapiratien.

17. ThLe Iast dagn—-or ths closing period of
the world, weie tbe duys of the Messiak. It
does not appear from this, acd it certainly iv not
implied in the oxpression, that they suppesed
the world would thea come to anend, Their
views were juss tho contrary. They anticipated
s long and glorious imo under the dowinion of
of the Messiab.

18. Audonmy servants.—Ths persons on
whom these giftsa were (o be couferred
are their sousand damghtors, thoir aged men
and yowrths, tneir maleand {emnlotervants.

31. Shall bo saved.—In Hebrew, shall bs
delivered, i. e. from impending calamities.
Whenthey threaten. and God is coming forth
to judge them, it shail be that those who are
characterized as 1thoss who call on the Lord,
sball be dnlivered.

22. Approved of God.—It is unpiversally
agreed that Peter here introduces 3 new
wpic, namely, that in which he asgorts and
proves the Moesiahship of Jesus.

23. By the determinate couxssel.—By the
dofinite (will) plaa =f God, or in accordance with
tnet plan God worke according to & plan.
This properly puts a new aspect upon it the
sight of these Jews, to whom thecross was an

offenge.
24. Raisad up —The word hero ueed is

the samoe  which ic the eubatantive
form ineans “resurrection” and it is  the
raising ap frow the d-ad that is here reforred to
a8 is algo plain from the oonzection.
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28. Thcu hast made known. This refers to
the resurrection of Christ (verse30) as future in
o eyo of the psalwist but not in the eyo of the
spostle ‘

“QUR OWN CIIURCIHL” -

FICTOU DPRESBYTERY.

St. AxpreEw’s Cruren,
Pictou, 23rd Feb., 1876. ,

The usual quarterly Mecting of the Presby-
tery of Pictou, was held here thig day. Rev.
W. McMillan, Moderator, with whom were
present, Rev. Messrs, Herdman, Coull, Dunn,
Fraser, Galbraith, Mackichan and McCunn,
and James Hislop, Esq., clder. ‘The court
being duly constituted, the Clerk read the
minates of last quarterly meeting, as also of
special meetings which were sustained. The
following documents were also read.

1st.—Letter from Mr. Charles dc¢Eachern,
Kingston.

2nd.—Letter from Rev. R. II. Muir, Con-
vener of the Colonial Committee.

The Clerk was instructed to correspond
with Mr. McEachern, intimating that this
Preshytery will gladly avail themselves of his
services for the smmmer wonths, and also to
write to Mr. Stewart, in order to ascertaia if
his engagement with the Picton congregation
is not likely to be resumed.  The Moderator,
the Clerk and Mr. Herdman were appointed
a committee to  arrange Mr.  McDachern’s
services from the time of his arvival in Pic-
ton uniil the quarterly meeting in May.

Consideration of the call to Rev. Wm.
MedMilian, from  St. Pauls Church, East
River, was 1esumed, and after very fuil de-
Tiverazion Me. MeMitlan intimated his wiiling-

ness 1o aceept the cail, i no insuperable ob-
jections should  be  offered by Salisprings
congrezaton.

Therefore the Preshytery agrecd to mect
in Sadwsprings Cluren on Monday 6th Maveh,

at 11 aom. The Rev, Mee Praser to preach
on the Sabbath pr:z‘in:'z‘s, and  smmmon  the
CONLICILON 10 apjar. B

A commitiee cousisting of Messrs, Herdian
< Coull anet Hidlop was appointed 0 wanage

our Foreizn  Mission coutributions, it ~baine

under-ioad that while we co-operane with -ihe

sister Church in Foreign Missioms it is desir-
able that the collections of our congregations
be kept in a separate account ; James Hislop
Esq., being Treasurer.

After transacting some further business tho
Presbytery appointed its next quarterly
meeting to be held c¢n the last Wednesday
of May.

Closed with the benediction.

RosTt. McCuxsn.
Pres. Clerk.

The Pictou Presbytery, according to ap-
pointment, met at Saltsprings on Monday the
6th inst., to hear reasons why Rev. W. Mc-
Millan should not be translated to St. Paul’s,
E.R. The congregation was present, hav-
ing been cited to appeav in its own iuterests.
The Presbytery having constituted, the object
of the meeting was stated; whercupon the
congregation expressed their appreciation of
their pastor’s services among them, his suit-
ablenss for the place in whick he is, their deep
attachment to him, the loss they shall sustain
in the cvent of his removal, and their preat re-
Iuctance to consent to his translation ; but
at the same time if' the change is to benefit
him, in that he shall have less fatizue, and
moie personal comfort in the Master's work,
they are unwilling to place any barrier in the
way of his translation

The Presbytery having heard parties, in
arder o give the case the fullest cousideration,
resolved to adjowrn to meet in New  Glasgow,
on Wednesday, 15th March, at 11 a. m.

Conr.

We have the following inteHigence of onr
good friend, formerly of Barney's Ri\'er; the
Ruv. Jas, McDonakd. “Preshytery of Lochear-
von.  futer aliv, the Clerk taid on the able
a minnie of cleetion of  the Rev:
Jamps AleDovatd, Olam, 1o the vacant
¢ areh and parish of Glaele, Rev.  Mr.
aemrie, Ledlwarrod, on’ tabling a leer of
accepree from M. MeD ol ecogratu-
lated the prople of Glens'e on thais chiviee,
and the Preshrtery on the prosp et of v ox-

celtent an addition 1o their number.”’

the
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bea reductior. in price. Formerly the price, in parcels ot 5 and
upwards, was 50 cents per copy. [t will this year be 3Q cents. |
Ministers will be kind enough to see that arrangements are
made in all our congregations to have a subscriber in cvery
Jamily, according to the following terms:

Parcels of Five Copies to one address, $1.50.

Parcels of Ten Copies to one address $3.00:

( With an extra copy gralis, as formerly.)

Single copies (through, the Post-Office,) post-paid 50 cerit

Cominunications tor insertfon, as well as letters on bush

nes, to be addressed to

RIVER J OE”.I



